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SOMETHING
TEESMILE
ABOUT

Representatives of four charities receiving their
cheques from the Family Festival Committee.

Pictured left to right are: Mrs. D. Bennett
(Festival Secretary), the Rev. S. Bartlett (Festival
Chairman), Mr. J. James (Simon Community), Mr.
N. Brown (Reading Council of Churches Housing
Trust), Mr. B. Harris (Help the Aged) and Mrs. S.
Fulford Dobson (Reading Society for Mentally Handi-
capped Children). (Story inside.)
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—Walton Adams
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The Editor's Column

PICKING
UP THE
THREADS

| never find it very easy to get to work again
after a holiday, and having found myself in hospital
a few hours after coming home from holiday this
year, | am finding it extra hard after two months to
get back into harness. Normally | try to avoid writ-
ing in this column from a personal angle: this month
i hope | may be pardoned for departing from my
usual practice in this way.

THE PLIGHT OF THE HEALTH SERVICE

In these days we are apt to take so many things
for granted. Having never before been a patient in
an English Hospital | want to pay tribute to the work
of the Royal Berkshire Hospital and to the devotion
of the staff. One thing in particular which impressed
me was the way in which so many people seemed to
be working together as members of a team. | also
became very aware of the shortage of nurses, a
shortage that would be even more severe (Mr. Powell
please note) but for the presence on the Ward | was
in of five nurses from Africa and Asia by day and of
others at night. | also realised that we spend a far
smaller proportion of our national income on our
health service than do many European countries. One
thing we can all do is to press Members of Parlia-
ment to see that we get our priorities right. The re-
cent closure for five weeks of the intensive care unit
at the Battle Hospital because of a shortage of nurs-
ing staff has made it very plain that, though it would
be a mistake to entice men and women into the health
service by large salaries, too often in the past we
have traded on their sense of vocation and neglected
giving them their due. It was a pleasure to find
many members of Caversham congregations caring
for me either in a professional or voluntary capacity
in the Eye Department and | would like to think that
yet more will find a vocation in different aspects of
the health service

| want also to record my thanks to the many
people for whom my illness meant extra work. |
think particularly of the clergy staff of Caversham, of
many of the Church Officers and of the other mem-
bers of the editorial board of this paper. Finally i
am most arateful for the prayers of so many of you,
and for innumerable letters, kind enquiries and help
in many practical ways.

FAMILY FESTIVAL — WHAT NEXT?

Elsewhere in this issue appears a report of the
meeting that was held to consider the way forward
after Family Festival, and the Reverend Stephen
Bartlett makes some suggestions. An undertaking
of this kind is only possible when a great many
people are prepared to do a great deal of work.

In making future plans we want to give scope
to the great community sense which appeared during
Mayday Week in 1970 and which was even more ap-
parent this summer. At the same time we must be-
ware of taking on more than we can properly manage
| do not say this just because a number of us who
were much involved in Family Festival have recently
been in hospital, but because it is inevitable that when
such a project is undertaken, much routine pastoral
work of the Church does get temporarily neglected.
A balance has to be struck and just as after Mayday
Week we took time to reflect, we shall be wise to
follow such a course again.

My hope is that readers will send us their views
on this subject for us to publish in our correspond-
ence columns, and that we can then really discover
what it is that the Holy Spirit is prodding us into
undertaking next. But one thing is certain after our
work and worship together Caversham and Maple-
durham will never be quite the same again. Our
roads have converged and the Christian congrega-
tions that worshipped together in Caversham Court
on July 14th can hardly go back to their old separate
ways.

\(/S(w- GA:»Q o\io

FOR SOME, CHRISTMAS MEANS DOING
SOME SPECIAL ACT OF KINDNESS. For others it
means a temporary cessation of hostilities, in the office,
or over the garden wall, while for yet others it is an
innocent escape for a day or two to family and friends,
with a chance to turn one’s back on national gloom and
indulge for a while in a children’s world of fantasy in
which Father Christmas, angel choirs, robins in snow,
Christmas pudding and animals round the manger all
fuse in a rosy glow.

At a school carol service some time ago, a minister
acted out a parable of our celebration of Christmas.
He opened a present in front of the children. He undid
the pretty paper and string, cpened the box, and took
out an attractive tie. Then he threw the tie on the floor
and dressed himself in the paper, string and box. His
point was simple yet true. Many people do only regard
the frills—the * mas " and disregard the gift—Christ.

Perhaps one could be forgiven for losing the gift
among all the wrappings, for many of them are attrac-
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Dear Sir, Dear Sir,
Mav o, X During the weekend of this
fay 1 take this oppor- year’s rock festival the whole
tunity to express my greal fmily were staying here, ten

appreciation to all who con-
retirement

tributed to my . upwards, so we were not all
presentation and the warm cjjerly and neither are we
wishes and tributes paid to bigoted. But we did com-

me as parish organist. 1 was

plain about the noise from
most overcome by the unex-

the festival it was deafen-

pected gifts from all the ;50 Actually this was the
members of my junior choir. fret (ime 1 have complained.
I must also thank most \wyichdog must live in a dif-
warmly the choirs of the (urent area

parish and my fellow organ- YA e

ists for the wonderful service DL

on the evening of October _ Margery Reed
6th, together with the clergy Stonecroft,

and my old friend Colin Grass Hill.

Mapledurham, Reading.

Scott-Dempster. T am pleased
to say that I have a record-
ing of the whole service
which T shall always treasure.

ST. BARNABAS’
CHRISTMAS
FAYRE

My twenty-seven years at
St. Peter's have been very
happy ones and 1 thank the
Rector and Mrs. Grimwade

and the clergy for their un- SATURDAY,
failing help 7th DECEMBER
With all good wishes to my 230 p.m.

SuCCessor.
R. Brind

ST. BARNABAS' HALL ;
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THE WRAPPING
OR
THE GIFT?

by LAURENCE STEVENS

tive, and the Christian point about Christmas does not
unfold its truth to the casual recipient. If past ages
wondered that God should come in the child in the
manger, the question has now veered to the opposite
extreme.  “Why not see God in all babies equally?”
The answer comes {rom the end of the story, not the
beginning. It comes from Christ the man, rather than
Christ the babe.  For whatever premonitions people
may have had before his birth, it was after His death.
and the cruel hours of mental and physical agony, that
his friends were convinced that they saw him alive, and
coupled with all that they knew of his wonderful life,
were convinced that God must have been there in a
special way.  Christmas, like life itself, can only be
interpreted by running the film backwards. In this
case, from all that Christ has inspired and made possi-
ble, through his life, back to the babe in the manger.
Yet this may seem as great a fantasy as any of the
Christmas wrappings, if we do not also remember that
if life is only understood backwards, it must equally be
“lived forwards”. Perhaps we all appreciate a certain
amount of Christmas escapism, yet life still waits to be
lived and interpreted. The world troubled by the in-
human, the acquisitive and the violent needs more than
Christmas fantasy. It needs the hope and challenge of
' Christ, the “gift for all seasons™.

Colebrook (Meat) Ltd.

3 PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM
‘Phone: READING 471584

High Street 69 Lynchford Road
Goring Farmborough

‘ ‘Phone 2526 ‘Phone 41491

‘ TOP QUALITY MEAT, POULTRY
| AND FISH

i _—

ol DELIVERIES TWICE WEEKLY

MEAT SUPPLIED FOR HOME FREEZERS

Invest and save regularly with
Pogtman

The ‘Portman’ who have had an
office in Reading for 15 years,

offer a courteous friendly and

efficient investment service. Call

and discuss the particular investment
account you require with your

local Branch Manager.

Brian Hazell

or write or telephone for full
investment details.

Reading 52804/56260
£7.75% Capital sums
£8.00% Regular Savings

25 KING STREET
READING, RG1 2HE

163 Uppe r Woodcote Road, Caversham RB4 7JR.
Tel. 472542.

Authorised for Investment by Trustees
Member of the Building Societies Association.
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SQUIRE ror 4 vear

Now the title sounds a bit odd — but Richard Wright, of 55 St. John’s Road,
Caversham, has been just that, for he was Squire or Leader of the Kennet Morris
Men for the twelve months which ended in November. His last apppearance
with the Club as Squire was at Mapledurham’s Harvest Supper and the first func-
tion at which he held office was Valerie Harbor’s wedding at St. Peter’s Church.

The duties of a Squire are to organise and lead shows and also run practice
nights. He wears a top hat decorated with two bunches of flowers, and Richard
insists on a couple of fresh posies each time, none of those plastic efforts — good
for him! Another item is the staff of office. A three-foot white stick decorated
with a red spiral stripe, rather like a barber’s pole.

Morris dancing is more popular today than ever before and there are a great
many Clubs all over the country.

WHITTLES AND DUBS

Each Club has a Squire, Musician and Bagman. The latter is the secretary
and treasurer.  There is sometimes a Foreman who teaches the dances, and
usually an Animal. The Kennet Side have a horse, and a very fine horse too.
Often the Club has a Fool. To become a Fool you have to enjoy people, making
contact with them, getting them to join in the fun and knowing just what to do
when. In bygone days if the Musician had no fiddle he usually played the pipe
or tabor (known in Oxfordshire as the Whittle and Dub). Each Club is inde-
pendent, making its own plans and having its own variation of the Morris cos-
tume. You will find a badge with the stag of Royal Berkshire on the baldricks
(a type of braces) worn by the Kennet men.

In 1934 members from six of the earliest clubs decided to institute the
Morris Ring, a federation of Morris Clubs all over the country. Its membership
is now well over eighty and it, too, has its own Squire and Bagman. The Ring
holds around five weekend gatherings each year at which a Feast is held and
dancing takes place in the surrounding villages, with a final grand display in the
central town or city.

HEYS AND GYPS
Morris dancing reaches far back into ancient times and much of its origin

is obscure. Many of the
dances come from the
Cotswolds, each village

having its own variant of
steps and tunes, some con-
tain clapping with hands or
sticks, others use handker-
chiefs. The sticks are used
either to bang the ground
or clash against a partner’s.
Used either way it is done
with great gusto, especially
in the latter case. In one
season the Kennet Morris
| Men will break as many as
forty sticks. When a stick
has been discarded Richard
Wright cuts it into short
sections and paints delight-
ful little figures of Morris
dancers on each piece.
With a final coat of trans-
parent varnish and a hole
pierced through it at an
end so that it can be hung
up as an ornamen,
Richard has made many
attractive and amusing little
mementos.

The Kennet Morris Men dancing in Caversham
Churchyard
—The Studio, Bucklebury
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RIDING WEAR FROM CARTERS

OWN NAME

Y

Each step in the dances
has its own special name.
A whole gyp is two oppo-

Jodhpurs from (childs) ...... £4.65 §ilc sides of dancers cross-
Riding Slacks from (childs) £6.29 ng dand rglqrmgg back-
FN¢ wards to their first posi-
Riding Jackets from .................. £14.85 G, A half gypilbaves the
Mens 100% Scotch Wool Jackets ... £26.70 dancers on the opposite
RIGTNGEE A ts i rOm Btk e TR £6.02 side. A hey is a figure of
[0 ko Hinte] VALY RS 1) i s s £9.90 ¢ cight.
Kent Mustang Boots from ............ £7.60
Every September the

WE OPERATE A PART-EXCHANGE
SCHEME FOR PARENTS WITH
GROWING CHILDREN. COME IN
AND DO AN EXCHANGE DEAL
CARTER CAMPING CARTER SKIING
CARTER RIDING
99 CAVERSHAM ROAD
READING 55589

performers in a Stafford-
shire village carry reindeer
antlers, which when not in
use are kept in Abbots
Bromley church.

Cecil Sharpe, the Folk
Dance expert, played an
important part in re-

discovering the Morris
Dances. From 1899, when
he first came in contact
with the Morris Men at
Oxford, he toured the Cots-
wold villages learning from
them the steps and tunes of
their dances and teaching
them others. Later he
visited the North-East of
England where he found

many traditional sword
dances as well.
Costumes are  gayer

north of Manchester and
here the footwear often be-
comes fancy clogs. Instead
of handkerchiefs and sticks
“slings” or “tiddlers” of
untwisted cotton rope are
used.

OFF TO BELGRADE

On December 27th our
very expert team of local
dances are off to Belgrade
with the Reading Step and
Clog Dance Group, and the
Reading  Scottish  Pipe
Band. They will perform
to the people of Yugo-
slavia music, songs and
dances taken from Dorset
to the Shetland Isles. On
arrival they will be met by
the television and press
and are to be hosted by the
Yugoslavian Folk Club. As
well as dancing in theatres,
halls and the streets, two
grand processions will take
place in Belgrade. The
Kennet Morris Team are
probably the first of their
kind to entertain in Yugo-
slavia and it all promises
to be a very gay and excit-
ing new experience for all
concerned.

M.K.

S —
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Keith and Valeriec Woodward and the Morris Dancers

—The Studio, Bucklebury

| CAVERSHAM
CARPET CENTRE LTD.

23 CHURCH STREET

Telephone READING 476820

LET CAVERSHAM CARPETS QUOTE YOU FOR
YOUR NEXT CARPETING REQUIREMENTS

We can supply any make of carpet, and offer |

icks but a firstclass job. ;
There is a Large Range of Broadlooms in stock [
and FITTING IS COMPLETELY FREE.

You no g

Our representative will arrange to call day or
evening to suit you, and estimates can be

supplied on the spot.

LET US GIVE YOU
THAT SECOND ESTIMATE

¢ Greetiugs for Christmas
“ and a Bappy Neto Pear
BELLE BOUTIQUE

OF CAVERSHAM

Closed December 25th te 29th
Re-open Monday, December 30th
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT

RELIEF AT LAST?

Where should it go and do we want it anyhow?
These were the questions that were being asked
when the Director of Technical Services for the
borough came to speak to a meeting organised by the
Caversham Residents’ Association. “'It" was the
Caversham local relief road, a road designed to re-
move traffic from Church Street and to improve traffic
flow leading to the bridges. It must not be confused
with the Caversham Centre Plan (the new one, that

not the old one), of which it is only a part, or not
necessarily even a part, since it could stand in its
ywn right if the centre plan was not after all adopted.
e who say that surely this must be in some

rela is

d to whether or not the centre plan
ylemented had better stop asking awkward ques

Mr. Burke was at pains to emphasise that no
ositive plans existed at that moment, but only pro-
which were still awaiting comment from the
Meanwhile he was prepared
which they were

rittees concerned

listen to residents’ comments

ticent in making. The gist of this seemed to be
whilst traffic congesion was a matter of concern,
jestruction of homes and danger to school-

ited equally highly Coupled with this,

s some doubt as to how much relief the pro
afford, particularly in relation to

nflating cost It is
jade Caversham people that a third bridge to the
;st of the borough boundary, linking up with present

)OSE vd would
going to be very hard to

Figidie

road structures, would not do far more to benefit
Caversham and its surroundings than ever this road
could, and at the same time cause less environmental
damage.

As soon as the appropriate Council Committees
have made their comments, the proposals will be put
before a public meeting which the Borough Council
would be arranging in the New Year. Mr. Burke will
in the meantime doubtless have conveyed to the
Borough Council the general trend of the remarks
made at the meeting, which were less along the lines
of " your car is a nuisance, mine is a necessity,"’ than
is often the case where traffic is the subject under

discussion.

MAZE

Mr. J. B. Parker, the Borough Secretary, who
accompanied Mr. Burke, gave a useful rundown of
the workings of the County and District Councils
under the new administration, and the work for which
these committees are responsible. The District (for
Reading, read ‘Borough,” a courtesy title) is con-
cerned with the smaller and more personal spenders,
environment, housing, leisure and local transport
(which they like to call transportation), though these
have various sub-committees to deal with different
aspects of their work. There is also an agency sys-
tem, whereby district councils carry out certain
duties on behalf of the County. It's all a bit of a
maze to find one’s way round in, but with familiarity
it will all probably become clearer.

DECEMBER, 1974

by Watchdog

'BUSES, BIKES AND FEET

The ' Bridge's' birthday competition entrant
who submitted a parody of this column was doubt-
less interested to see that a cycle shop had opened
in the centre of Caversham which also repairs bi-
cycles and sells second-hand ones. The cyclists
who pass the waiting traffic queues, such as the
chairman of the Residents’ Asosciation, get to work
sooner, save money and improve their health in doing
so . . . though on a wet morning the attractions are
less obvious.

A similar welcome is due to the Conservation
Society’s publication, * Mobility for Whom? ' It is
a credit to a voluntary organisation to have produced
such a well-documented and researched report, and
as a Borough Councillor said, it is the kind of exer-
cise the local authority should have undertaken. In
so far as this column represents the views of Caver-
sham Residents’ Association, it is not in a position
to endorse all the report’s conclusions, but there is
no doubt that the over-use of the private car has been
responsible for many of our urban, and many of
Caversham's problems, as the subject of the meeting
mentioned earlier indicated. Any suggestions, then,
to make public transport an attractive alternative
must be carefully examined. There is room for dis-
cussion about such approaches as a positive improve-
ment in public transport or discrimination against the
private motorist and it is hoped that the Conserva-
tion Society will, in the not too distant future, arrange
some kind of conference to take the matter further.

Gifts for Christmas

Stockings *

Knitwear .

Handkerchiefs .

Tights . Bedsocks .
Knitting Bags .

and many other gifts at

Scarves .

Nighties

Sewing Baskets

VERA FLETCHLR

9 PROSPECT “SLREETES

MANY GIFTS UNDER

Personal Attention

Tel. READING 472414

CAVERSHAM

|

Reasonable Prices
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Friends In Need —
The Church Army

To-Day

- THE CHURCH ARMY WAS BORN IN THE SLUMS
OF WESTMINSTER IN 1882 AS AN EVANGELISTIC
ARMY DOING BATTLE FOR CHRIST ON AND
B‘hYOND‘THE FRONTIERS OF THE CHURCH’S IN-
IV'LUElNCl:. But it was the distress and unemployment
following the hard winter of 1889 which convinced the
founder, the Rev, Prebendary Wilson Carlisle, that practical
help, as well as evangelism, was needed if the gospel was to
be effectively preached to the hungry and homeless. Thus
the twin prongs of the Church Army’s attack, evangelism
and social work, were forged.

SAME NEEDS

_ Times have changed but the needs are the same. People
still seek the help and guidance of the Church Army. You
will find it in parish work with its evangelistic mission teams,
Or you may have seen one of its beach missions during your
summer holiday. But you will also find it helping the home-
less and elderly, running holiday homes and homes for
unmarried schoolgirl mothers, in youth work, the prison
service Forces' chaplaincies, as well as printing and pub-
lishing.

Prospective captains and sisters do a three-year training
course at the Church Army Training College in Blackheath
before being admitted to the office of Evangelist by the
Archfbishop of Canterbury.

CARING MINISTRY

From September, 1973, I worked in three of the twenty
Men’s Welfare Hostels run by the Church Army in this
country—Liverpool, Westminster and Middlesbrough. As
assistant warden in each hostel I came face to face with the
two major problems of 1974—Iloneliness and homelessness.
All too often the statutory services do little for those in
dire need and it is left to voluntary bodies to try to remedy
the situation. The Welfare Hostels aim to provide accom-
modation at a reasonable price plus a supportive environ-
ment for those in need of additional assistance. Both are
given in the framework of a Christian caring community.

By working in three different hostels I was able to
experience how each one has to cater for the specific needs
of its area. Liverpool already has a number of hostels and
lodging houses so the Church Army there aims to provide a
supportive environment rather than just basic accommoda-
tion. Westminster also serves a specific need—reasonably
priced lodging for men working in central London. Each
day almost all the men were out at work; unlike Liverpool
and Middlesbrough where, because of unemployment, many
remained in the hostel. With no other hostels in the area
the Church Army hostel in Middlesbrough has to cater for
all men in need. Many of them were former residents of
psychiatric hospitals. Some were referred by prisons and
social workers, but many just turned up on the doorstep.
Each hostel has its share of men from broken marriages and
a number of chronic alcoholics and compulsive gamblers.
Some residents had lived in institutions for many years and
had never known what family life is.

CHANCE TO START AGAIN

By providing shelter or a place of refuge each hostel
can offer the opportunity for a fresh start in life to those who
want it, or simply the chance to settle down in peace.
Wherever possible, extras like television and games facilities
are provided and the usual festivities at Christmas. With
cach hostel having its own chapel, a regular round of
services is maintained.

Someone is on duty at all times, and in addition to
running the hostel is always available should a resident want
to discuss his problems or ask for help—perhaps the need
for clothes from the hostel store or assistance in filling in a
form or writing a letter.

ALL IN A YEAR'S WORK

Naturally, over a period of 12 months certain incidents
stand out clearly. In Liverpool it was not uncommon for
some residents to take overdoses of tablets—sometimes we
had to drive them to hospital ourselves. One resident threw
a fit, became violent and then slashed his wrist by smashing
his fist through a window. There were also several deaths;
some in hospitals, but one man was found dead in bed and
another collapsed and died in the hostel. 1 saw little actual
violence but I was threatened on a few occasions—usually
by a man under the influence of alcohol.

" There were also happier times—notably Christmas and
the New Year and the celebrations at Liverpool of our eldest
resident’s 80th birthday, with cards, presents and a cake;
all the more meaningful since he had no known relatives.

Wherever possible, the Church Army gives men the
opportunity of helping themselves to regain their place in
society, though many do not seem to want it and for others
the help has come too late. Some men are able to straighten
themselves out. But frequent disapppointments teach you
not to expect too much from the men and not to be too
optimistic. In work such as this it is 1mposs_1b]e to deﬁl.le
success. Every little counts, but often men slip back again
after a steady improvement. Perhaps the greatest comfort
is that for many men the hostel is home.

BARBARA
LADIES HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday.

The Church Army Hostel in Liverpool.

NING HIS TRAINING
WE ASKED HIM TO
YEAR’S EXPERIENCE.

INGLIS MAYO, OF BUXTON AVENUE,
RECENTLY COMPLETED A YEAR WORKING
WITH THE CHURCH ARMY BEFORE BEGIN-

FOR THE MINISTRY.
COMMENT ON HIS

BEHIND THE HOUSES
OF UPPER WOODCOTE
ROAD LIES QUITE A
SMALL OFFICE BUILD-
ING. Originally belonging
to the English Forestry Asso-
ciation, it is now owned by

by English Woodlands Ltd.
Many people in the Caver-
sham district avail themselves
of the services this company
has to otfer with its tree sur-
gery and preservation depart-
ments. Few, however, realise
the extent to which English
Woodlands is involved with
forestry in this country. They
have many centres in the
South-East of England. Weal-
den Landscapes Ltd. at God-
alming, as the name implies,
deals with gardening and
landscaping. Wealden Wood-
lands (Kent) Ltd.,, at Herne

Bay, manufactures garden
furniture, sawmill products
and deals with woodland

management, while Marketing
and Produce has its head-
quarters in Alton. Three nur-
series produce hundreds of
thousands of trees from seed,
the one at Hermitage in Berk-
shire growing mainly forest
trees. With only 8 per cent.
of Britain covered with forest
and the country in the EE.C.
with the third lowest acreage
covered by trees, Eire and
Holland have even less, and
the average is 24 per cent,
the help and encouragement
of such experts as English
Woodlands is needed—so is
advice in planning for the
future, for trees are a long-
term investment and a valu-
able commodity. Ninety per
cent. of Britain’s wood is
imported. This needs serious
thought.

Mr, Mooney is one of the
driving forces behind English
Woodlands. Enthusiastic and
dedicated to the work of
forestry and all it entails, he

In

of West End London school-
children round a farm estate
not far from the City, helping
them to grasp the real funda-
mentals that lie behind life on
the land.

As Mr, Mooney put it,
“The people who are pre-
pared to work in woods are a
bit unusual.” They must
often be able to work on their
own and need to be reliable.
The pay is poor and the work
often hard with long hours.
Most of the work force is
made up of youngish men be-
tween 20 and 40: anyone
older would not be able to
stand the pace of contract

English Woodlands

Mapledurham

work-service provided, trees
need to be cut down as well
as planted. Landscaping in-
cludes dredging and cleaning
lakes and ponds or even
creating one, as well as the
careful planting of specimen
trees or destruction of un-
wanted stumps with a special
grinding machine. Recent
landscaping work has been
done for the new wing of
Battle Hospital, Reading, and
along the Berkshire section of
the Marlow to Bisham by-
pass. Add to this the ancient
craft of oak cleaving for
fencing, the making of hop
poles and the latest venture,
the construction of hard
tennis courts and life with
trees offers a variety of work.
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MHETHODIST
MOVES

Among the recent depar-
tures from Caversham were
Eric Beckley and his wife,
who in October removed to
Norfolk, where they will be
near their married daughter.
The Beckleys also have one
son.

Eric will be very much
missed, not only in Caver-
sham but in the whole of the
Reading area. A keen Metho-
dist local preacher since 1927,
he has been a member of both
Caversham (Gosbrook Road)
and  Caversham  Heights
Methodist Churches.  His
competence as an accountant
led to his becoming treasurer
of the Reading Methodist
Clrcui; and adviser on many
committees. In 1962 he was
appointed a magistrate on the
Reading bench. He was also
connected with many local
firms and his help and advice
will be missed by many. The
“Bridge” wishes Eric and his
wife every happiness in their
new surroundings,

OBITUARY
STEPHEN HOLLEY

Caversham Methodist
Church  suffered

an  im-
measurable Joss with the
passing of Mr. Stephen
Holley. I

He was loved and respect-
ed by all who knew him, and
this included people whose
connection with the church
was remote, as well as the
members themselves, who
each claimed him as their
friend. He was choir mem-
ber, trustee, committee mem-
ber and steward The fact
that the church had not a

paid caretaker meant that as
Chapel Steward Mr. Holley’s
activities were exceptionally
arduous,

He came to Caversham as
a boy from East Reading, and
with his parents and sister
became an active member of
the church in Gosbrook
Road. He joined his father

in working at Elliotts, the
joiners and shopfitters, and
also in his father’s trades

union and political activities.

Eloquent tributes were paid
to him both at the funeral
service by the Rev. Leslie

work. The jobs are varied Griffiths and at the evening
and include timber felling and service on the following Sun-
hauling as well as reafforesta- |day by the Rev. P. W.
tion for, in the general estate M.K. | Luxton.
- HOUSEWIVES!
Visit 5
|
THE MARRKET SHOP |
35 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM “,
and

!

even finds time to take groups ! |

Ensure your family a Happy Christmas
CHRISTMAS IS COMING —

Our Goodies are arriving daily
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TALKING POINT

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

by STEPHEN BARTLETT

FULL STEAM AHEAD

FAMILY FESTIVAL IS FINISHED.

HAS BEEN DISBANDED.

THE MONEY WE RAISED HAS BEEN
DIVIDED UP AND THE CHEQUES PRESENTED. THE FESTIVAL COMMITTEE

What will happen to the spirit of enthusiasm the people charged with the planning and organisa-

is another matter.
to go to ground.

quietly to die or germinate as God wills. Festival.

To some extent it must be allowed tion of the churches’ mission in Caversham. The
And like seeds in the ground left Festival committee was set up to organise Family
This it has done.

It is not the appropriate

body to decide how the institutional churches in
It was possible, however, that the Festival com- Caversham now make use of the event of Family Fes-

mittee could have carired on We thought we might tival in their ongoing life.
try to keep the ball rolling and the spirit alive. But
the Festival committee (or its successor) is not the

right body to do this.
What |

The decision about whether to carry on and the deacons’ meeting,

make use of the groundswell of interest energised by eld
Family Festival must rest with the governing bodies question:
the individual churches in
deacons’ meeting, the leaders’ meetings, the eld

Zeeting, the Parochial Church Council. These are N Family Festival?

of

EXPLORATION

want to do in this talking point is ask

leaders’ meeting, the

ers’ meeting and the Parochial Church Council this
“Will you now, together, explore ways in
Caversham — the which the Caversham churches can go forward to-
ers’ gether, in the light of everything that has happened

By and large the ecumenical movement in the

SPORTING GOODS FOR

churches seems to be at a fairly critical point.

—  (§ rather like the water in a kettle.
stove or plug it in, and the water gradually heats up.

Whether it's cold, warm or hot, it's still water.

It's
You put it on the

But

CHRISTMAS ‘

St. Martins Centre

Tel. Reading

£39:50
............. £10.95
£1.50 to £45.00
£6.95 to £27.50
£2.10

Table Tennis Tables from ..

Bar Football from ..

Chess Sets from

Backgammon from

Subbuteo Table Soccer from ...

Also: Rugby and Cricket Games
Golf Trolleys — Dunlop Golf Balls
Golf Bags — Golf Clubs

ACCESS and BARCLAYCARD welcome
GREEN SHIELD STAMPS

STAN ELDON SPORTS

LTD.

Caversham Tilehurst ...

473588

Meadway Precinct

Tel. Reading 581722 !

|

|

A H. ALDRED ® SON |

(Established 1920)

Domestic and Commercial Plumbers
Small-bore Heating Englineers

** Tresworrow,”’

All Hallows Road, Maidenhead,
Caversham. Berks.
‘Phone: ‘Phone:

Reading 476191

46 Summerlease Rd.,

Maidenhead 31046

then all of a sudden there comes a drastic change of
| state—the water turns into steam.

LEAP OF FAITH

We have for years now been praying for God's
| guidance in our moves towards unity. We have been
| exploring ways in which we can do things together.
We have the Caversham Churches’ Co-ordinating
Committee. We have Caversham Park, where an
attempt is being made to be the Church across
idenommational boundaries. We have been nodding
| our heads and saying, * Yes, isn't ecumenism a good
thing.” Like water in the kettle, things have been
hotting up.

PARISH ORGANIST
RETIRES

A presentation to mark his retirement after 27
years as St. Peter’s organist was made to Mr. Reg
Brind after the parish Dedication Festival Evensong
in October. Seen in the picture (left to right) are
Mr. F. Moore (Parish Warden), Mr. D. Birtwhistle

(St. Peter's Warden), three members of the junior
choir, Mr. and Mrs. R. Brind and Mr. H. Burton.

PLATTS HOME COOKED HAM

WORTH FINDING
at 49 Donkin Hill, Caversham,

ORDERS TAKEN AND DELIVERED
our Phone 472175.

12 BRIDGE ST., CAVERSHAM.

(D. PICKERSGILL)

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

Typewriters—Adding Machines—Cash Registers

Repairs — Office Supplies and Stationery

Phone 473077.

But things don’t simply
hot up for ever. Sooner
or later, like the change of
state in the water, the
consequences of the hot-
ting up become drastic.
We are faced with de-
manding and frightening

possibilities. Dare we
listen to them? Is this or
that particular leap of

faith into the dark right?

Maybe the ecumenical
scene in Caversham, with
Family Festival in the im-
mediate past, is approach-

ing this point. Maybe it’s
not. | am not the right
person to answer this

question. The Family Fes-
tical Committee is not the
right body.

What | do think would
be wrong would be for the

DECEMBER, 1974
OBITUARY
DEATH AT 102

Caversham’s most senior
lady, Miss Mabel Margaret
Graham, died on October
16th at the Arthur Clarke
Memorial Home, where she
had been cared for so lovingly
and faithfully. Miss Graham
had moved there from her
flat in Westfield Road only
some 18 months before. At
the Arthur Clarke Home she
was very happy and was
greatly loved by her fellow
residents.

So ends a life span of more
than 102 years—crammed
with activity and interest. She
was born at Carlisle on Aug-
ust 26th, 1872, and when her
parents moved to Maryport
on the Cumbrian coast she
became a boarder at a school
for girls in Keswick. She
soon came south to live with
an uncle at Mitcham and later
in Wimbledon. She began
her nursing training in Lon-
don when only 17. After
some years of private nursing
in London, she joined a friend
in Canada and later travelled
to various nursing posts in
the United States and the
West Indies.

If only some of the inci-
dents could have been re-
corded—her being booked to
sail on the ill-fated Titanic,
before the First World War,
and the last-minute cancella-
tion of her passage, her nurs-
ing in hospitals in the West-
ern world which would seem
very primitive compared with
our modern ones—all would
have made a wonderful and
colourful story. Caversham
has lost one of its most un-
forgettable characters, who
enjoyed her long life and had

governing bodies of the
churches simply to ignore
the present situation and
allow this opportunity for
assessment to slip quietly
away.

many forthright and salty
opinions on life as she saw
it..

The funeral service for
Miss Graham was conducted
by the Rev. Leonard Burn at
St. Peter’s on October 21st.

——— N

WOODLEY CYCLE CO.

Large range of NEW PEUGEOT CYCLES in

stock. Also RECONDITIONED and SECOND- §

HAND CYCLES with 4 MONTHS GUARANTEE ¢
at extremely reasonable prices.

We also operate a 24-hour repair service.

We are open 6 days a week up to 7 p.m.

’

WOODLEY CYCLE CO.
6 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Phone: Reading 470314 y

WE WISH ALL OUR CUSTOMERS
A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS

e

Parikenrs
auctioneers & estate agents

ﬂ@ associated offices at

Readirig, Caversham, Tilehurst; Woodl
Wokingham, Crowthorne, Fleet sid
Cheltenham, Hucclecote & Stroud

LOCALISED EXPERT (
1 PROSPECT STREET, cﬁmNHON
TEL. READING 478478

R. R. Clark & Partners

PROSPECT HOUSE, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM )

TELEPHONE: READING
% INGLOCAL OFICES :— o,
TEL.: READING 554;
TILEHURST TEL.: READING zzlfg
WOODLEY TEL.: READING 693999

—Walton Adams
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AR EAMILY SFESTIV AL
vl - NEXT?

At a meeting in St. Andrew’s Hall in October,
cheques were presented to representatives of the four
charities adopted by Family Festival. The charities,
Help the Aged, Simon Community, Reading Mencap
and the Council of Churches Housing Trust, each
received £715.

After the presentation of the cheques, Mrs.
Doreen Bennett and the Rev. Stephen Bartlett spoke
of possible lines of development and follow-up from
the Festival. Stephen Bartlett began by saying that the
meeting had been called to determine just how much
suppport there was for any kind of follow-up. He
read out a report from the recently formed Ginger-
bread Group in Reading for one-parent families. This
report stressed particularly the loneliness felt by such
b people, Caversham contact for this group is Mrs.
p Mary Coope. Stephen Bartlett went on to remind
4 people of the possibility of carrying on discussion on
Family Life in modern society begun at the confer-
ence on May 12th and then to report on the Quiet
Day held at Springfield St. Luke on October Sth.
Doreen Bennett spoke of the urgent needs of the four
charities n several practical ways.

SCHOOL LINKS

After speaking about possibilities for the
churches staging exhibitions and concerts, Stephen
Bartlett read out a report from Miss Elizabeth Haw-
thorne on possible ways in which the churches in
Caversham could link up with the life of local schools.
She envisaged “schools link persons,” who could
do much to develop the contact which exists at pre-
sent. The way in which the local church used (or
failed to use) the energies of their young people was
next referred to. Family Festival had ‘laid on’
things for young people but had failed to include
young people in the planning from the start. Finally,
Stephen Bartlett asked the meeting for their feelings
about large ecumenical acts of worship like the
Eucharist on July 14th.

CO-ORDINATION

After a break for tea, the meeting discussed each
of the points raised by the two speakers. Most of the
available time was spent on support for the four

charities. Enough support was given at the meeting
to ensure the setting up of a group in Caversham to
co-ordinate this work. Of the other items discussed
most of the interest centred on ecumenical acts of
worship. A number of people spoke in favour of
suclh an event, although a warning was sounded about
trying merely to repeat something which belonged
properly to Family Festival and the past.

Everyone present at the meeting was asked to
write down what they were specifically interested in
seeing carried on. Of the 80 or so people present, 31
replied. Nineteen people wished to support work for
the charities. Eight people wanted some follow-up of
the May 12th conference. Three people wanted to
help stage concerts or exhibitions. Nineteen people
wanted another large ecumenical act of worship.

A group has been set up under Mrs, Doreen
Bennett to develop work in support of the charities.
Other developments will depend upon further discus-
sion amongst the clergy and church members, since
the Family Festival Committee itself is now dis-
banded.

CHAIRMAN OF READING MENCAP SAYS
“THANK YOU, CAVERSHAM”

THOSE OF YOU WHO
PLANNED THE FAMILY
SESTIVAL ARE LOOK-
ING, I KNOW AT THE
TASK OF HOW TO EN-
SURE THAT THE INTER-
EST IN THE CONCEPT
CAN BE CARRIED FUR-
THER. Those of you who
took part must be proud of
the results and concerned,
too, that the resources and
ideas realised should continue
to be available to the charities
who benefited.

1 write as chairman of one
of the charities that received
the magnificent sum of £715.
Our society, too, has to look
further and, more important,
ensure that the money is well
spent.

Indeed we can guarantee
that it will be well spent, for
we are actively involved with
the 600 families in Reading
who need our resources—
baby-sitting service, nursery
school, our two youth clubs,
Saturday playgroup, holiday
and counselling service.

(Full details are in our

handbook — copies  from
Brock  Barracks, Oxford
Road.)

SUPPORT

In expressing our warmest
thanks for the gift, may I
seek your continuing support?
We are hoping to establish in
Caversham, Reading’s FIRST
hostel for handicapped chil-
dren. This will be a short
stay hostel providing an op-
portunity for parents to have
a break from constant strain,
or perhaps when mother is ill
Other towns the size of Read-
ing already have such a ser-
vice, and so shall we, but
help will be needed, from
taking the children on walks
to sewing and cooking and
helping at the table. All the
normal needs of youngsters
will have to be met. Can you
offer your services?

May 1 ask, too, for help
with driving? The majority
of our activities are either in
the town centre or on the
south-eastern fringe. Only one
or two of the handicapped

THE FLOWER CORNER

(Mary Hooper and Patricla Collins)

*

FLORAL EXPERTS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

Members of Interflora
*

139 CAVERSHAM ROAD
READING, BERKS.

Tel.: READING 52866

REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE FOUR CHARITIES
SUPPORTED BY FAMILY
FESTIVAL WERE PRE-
SENT AT THE FOLLOW-
UP MEETING IN OCTO-
BER TO RECEIVE THEIR
CHEQUES. Each thanked
all concerned for the money
and the keen interest shown
in their work and problems.

Sue Fulford Dobson (Read-
ing Society for Mentally
Handicapped Children) re-
ported that a short stay hostel
for handicapped children
would shortly be opened in
St. Peter’s Avenue and that
the money received would be
used for equipment needed
there. John James (Simon
Community) spoke of the
money needed in the recep-
tion centres in London, Hast-
ings and Thanet. Bernard
Harris said that Help the
Aged would be naming a flat
in a Newbury block after
Family Festival and would

for whom our services are
provided can actually use
public transport, audA some
that might handle getting on
and off the right bus, learn-
ing, for example, the number,
colour and name of the bus,
cannot always cope with the
thing we take for granted—
the paying of the fare. They
simply do not understand
money. (This would be one
less worry if we could have
a pass or voucher system in
the town for the handicapped
50 youngsters would not n

to pay money for tickets—
but until that day . ..) What
these deficiencies add up to is
that drivers are needed to take
children to and from their
various activities.

If you would like to help,
please get in touch either with
Sue Dobson (472855) or my-
self (692417), and 1 am sure
that something can be worked
out, On behalf of the town’s
mentally handicapped chil-
dren, thank you.

FAMILY FESTIVAL CHARITIES . .

HOW TO HELP THEM

use the money there. Norman Transport to take goods to
Browré rcprg,lscntifng the Read- London.

ing ouncil of Churches

Housing Trust, reported that Sen postage_stampsA

their first house, comprising ,_/\ccommodation for helpers
four flatlets, would be opened '© Test up (for a night or
in Caversham in March and Week)-

the cash raised would be Christmas cards available.
spent on furnishings. New projects in Reading
suggested.

All representatives spoke
of the long-term help they
Help the Aged
Clothing for overseas,

needed.,
Society for Mentally Handi-

Blankets (knitted squares).
Council of Churches

capped Children
Drivers (to take children to
£1 shares available.
Furnishings for flatlets.

youth clubs and nursery).
Helpers in youth clubs,
nursery and playgroups.
Teenagers for baby-sitting.
Helpers in the new short
stay hostel.
Visiting and befriending
families.

A number of people at the
meeting offered help and a
committee is being set up.
Will anyone interested please
contact:

Simon Community Mrs. Doreen Bennett,

Clothing (especially men’s). 157 Upper Woodcote Road.

Bedding and blankets. Tel. 473096.

OO

Alfred Boom,

Chairman, Reading .Society
for Mentally Handicapped
Children.

THANKS
FROM
SIMON

*On behalf of all of us in
the Community I would like
to express our thanks to all
those involved in the remark-
able fund-raising effort in
July. To us, despite infla-
tion, £715 is a small fortune.
I would also like to thank
those at the follow-up
meeting who showed interest
in our work and warmth in
their welcome. It was very
much appreciated.”

John James,

i oL

HENLEY ROAD -

AGENTS FOR MORRIS M.G. WOLSELEY

LEYCARE SERVICING UNIPART CENTRE

LOWAY'S

CAVERSHAM - READING

Phone Reading 472766/7

SELF-DRIVE HIRE CARS
AA and RAC APPOINTED

Simon Community. *
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BAPTISED
ST. PETER’S
August

October
27

October
27

Oc

"7 David Parker

11 Clair Carman
18 Caroline Leathem

Sarah Wadman
Zarron Phillips
Daniel Downes
ST. JOHN'S
Michelle Saunders

ST. ANDREW’S

tober

20 Rebecca Parsons
CAVERSHAM PARK

7 James Macbeth
Paul Milsom
Miles Gallagher
Simon Eastlake

18 Charlotte Christison

WEDDINGS
ST. PETER’S

Dennis Trebble and Janice Leahy

10 lan Robinson and Marie Griffin -
Duncan Walker and Heather Pickersgill
Philip Gulliford and Elizabeth Mann
Robert Tounsin and Carol Willis

David Mettham and Gillian Branch

and Ann Gibson
Brian Allen and Susan Hilliam

13 David Hawkins and Sarah Moon

14 Keith Patrick aod Pauline Essex

October

November

12 Jeffrey Lawrence and Anna Zaslawska

David Hutchison and Sally Baker

Walion Adams & Son
l‘td.

Photographers
Phone: Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
PHOTOGRAPHS
AT HOME

WEDDING PASSPORT

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVIGES

6 BANBURY GARDENS CAVERSHAM

RDG 473308
Sales and service Always large stock
Agents for:— of NEW and
FLYMO RECONDITIONED
MOUNTFIELD MACHINES
HAYTER
ATCO etc. FREE ESTIMATES

Could you have a

HORSE or PONY

if only you had somewhere to keep It?

~ COLLINS END RIDING CENTRE
provides expert care, jumps, saddleroom and
lovely hacking.
Come and stay all day
HARDWICK ESTATE,
WHITCHURCH, READING, RG8 7RB

W. T. NICHOLLS

59 GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN
(opposite Primary School), Reading 472758

GREENGROCERY and CONFECTIONERY

ST. JOHN’S

October
26 Michael Vaughan and Teresa Szajnar

October
ST. ANDREW’S
5 Nicholas Wells and Sharman Stringer
19 Graham Jones and Bridget Barker
26 John Youngman and Cynthia Stenning

ST. BARNABAS’

October q i
19 Malcolm Simmonds and Marilyn Austin

FUNERALS
ST. PETER’S

September
12 Cyril Burnside
October
2 Mabel Graham
Winifred Simmonds
24 Elsie McLeonard
November
1 Frederick Biggs

ST. JOHN’S

October
11 Hilda Jarman
23 Laura Fleetwood

ST. ANDREW’S

October
14 Ethel Hole

ST. BARNABAS’

November
1 Richard Lloyd

ST. MARGARET’S

October
10 Jennifer Mercier

Christmas Day Services

ANGLICAN
St. Peter’s
7.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
11.00 a.m. Matins.
12.15 p.m. Holy Communion.
St. John's
11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
P 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
7R 9.156 a.m. Family Eucharist.
s 11.00 a.m. Carol Service for Children.
4 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
%= St. Andrew’s
11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist
11.15 a.m. Holy Comunion.
St. Barnabas’
11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
St. Margaret’s
11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist:
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.

The clergy would be glad to know of
any sick or housebound communicants who
wish to receive the Sacrament in their homes
in the days following Christmas. Times
when confessions will be heard will be an-
nounced in the church notices on Sundays,
December 15th and 22nd.

CAVERSHAM FREE BAPTIST CHURCH
10.30 a.m. Family Service.

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)
11.15 a.m. Family Service.

METHODIST

Caversham Heights
11.45 p.m. Christmas Communion.
10.30 a.m. Christmas Day Service.
Gosbrook Road
10.830 a.m. Joint Christmas Day Service
with Caversham Heights.

; Sun., Dec. 15

W | Christmas Day, 11.00 a.m.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

SUNDAY SERVICES
December 22nd

DECEMBER, 1974

ANGLICAN
St. Peter’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.
11.00 a.m. Matins.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
St. John’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
St. Andrew’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
St. Barnabas’
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
11.00 Family Service.
St. Margaret’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Matins.
|CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
11.00 a.m. Children’s Toy Service.
6.30 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols.

METHODIST CHURCHES

Caversham Heights

11.00 a.m. Toy Service.

4.00 p.m. Carols.

Gosbrook Road

11.00 a.m. Service.

6.30 p.m. Carols by Candlelight.

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)

11.15 a.m. Family Communion.
4.30 p.m. Carol Service.
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St. Anne’s

8.00 a.m., 9.30 a.m., 11.Q0 a.m., 7.00 p.m. Mass,

% {Our Lady of Caversham

8.30 a.m., 10.30 a.m. Mass,

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
There is no United Reformed Church in Caver-
sham. The nearest is at York Road, Reading.

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

11.00 a.m. Children’s Toy Service.
Fri., Dec. 20 7.30 p.m. Carol Concert, Church Hall.
Sun., Dec. 22 11.00 a.m. Family Service.
6.30 p.m. Service of Lessons and Carols. ;
Christmas Morning Service.
Normal Sunday Worship 11.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Minister: The Rev. Stephen Haine, 41 Highmoor Road.
Tel. 477490.

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Reading 479665
Head Office at 147 FRIAR STREET, READING— 56511

also at Woodley, Wokingham, Twyford, Newbury
and London, W.1

CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT TRAINING
SOCIETY

20 Peppard Road,

Caversham, Reading
Long or short stay residential nursery facilities
offered for the care of babies and young children
up to the age of seven years. Also Day Care Centre
and Nursery School in pleasant surroundings with
qualified staff. Further details from :

20 PEPPARD ROAD, CAVERSHAM
or ’Phone Reading 471847 or 471131
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SPECIAL

by STAN ELDON

OLYMPIC SENSE

THE SPORTING
WORLD SHOULD, AND
I AM SURE WILL BE,
DELIGHTED THAT THE
1980 OLYMPIC GAMES
ARE TO BE HELD IN
MOSCOW. The Russians
have been trying to stage
an Olympics for many years
but at each attempt have
been foiled, largely because
of pressure from the
American Continent and
parts of Europe. Apart
from the political reasons
there have been genuine
objections to Moscow or
any other major Eastern
European city as an Olym-
pic venue.

The main objections were
very real, in particular be-
ing the very great restric-
tions of movement that
have been imposed in the
past, the lack of suitable
hotel or other accommoda-
tion for the likely one mil-
lion visitors. And last but
not least, the very stubborn
attitude the Russians can
adopt against anything they
might consider outside in-
terference—with the size of
the modern Olympiad any
staging nation has to seek
and receive a certain
amount of outside help.

At the recent meeting in
Vienna the Russians were
able to put their case very
forcibly and very profes-
sionally. In fact, although
the U.S. wanted the Games
for Los Angeles, it seems
their attempt to win appro-
val was only lukewarm.
Even if they did vote
against Moscow it is likely
they were not really disap-
pointed to see the vote go
to the Russians because out

of all the cities that could
stage a modern Olympiad,
Moscow is likely to be the
most free of interference
from bombers and any sort
of political demonstration.

From the point of view
of the competitor or spec-
tator, Moscow will be a
very exciting and interest-
ing Olympic centre. It
already has some splendid
sports centres and arenas
for all sorts of sport, most
of which are set conveni-
ently close to each other in
a park next to Moscow
River and right opposite
the magnificent tall and
white University building.
The main athletic and foot-
ball stadium is the Lenin
Stadium, which seats over
100,000 people and with its
splendid facilities including
underground warm - up
track it will need very little
adaptation to make it an
ideal Olympic arena.

Moscow has exciting and
happy memories for me as
I had one of my most suc-
cessful races in front of the
packed Lenin Stadium—I
for one will be endeavour-
mgo to revisit Moscow in

o

CRUISING DOWN
THE CHANNEL

Nick Dart and Nick Tip-
ton, both pupils at Highdown
and members of St John’s
Church, recently had the
good fortune to go on one
of the Sail Training Associa-
tions cruises, which are given
financial backing by Caver-
sham  Parochial Council.
Though they were on differ-
ent ships they both have simi-
lar stories to tell,

Nick Dart joined the three-
masted schooner ‘Sir Win-
ston Churchill > at Weymouth,
Sailing was delayed for two
days because, he says, “the
captain decided that a force 9
gale in the Channel wouldn’t
do anybody any good.” So
the time in port was devoted
to learning the theory of sail-
ing such a craft. However,
theory soon had to be put
into practice in difficult con-
ditions because on reaching
the open sea they had to con-
tend with winds of gale force
8, * which seems very rough
in a small sailing ship; it goes
up and down just as the sea
pleases, one minute you are
up on the crest of a4 wave and
the next you are down in
the waves, leaving your sto-
mach in the air.’
LEARNING THE ROPES

What about sea sickness?
“Well,” says Nick Dart, *they
say that if there is anything
in a lad the sea will bring it

out. Shortly after we set out

half the trainees were leaning
over the leeward rail wishing
they had never come, but
after a day or two they all
wondered why they were sick
in the first place.” The first
two nights were spent shelter-
ing in Torbay, but eventually
they crossed the Channel and
reached the French coast. On
the return journey they were
able to have some time in
Alderney before flnally arriv-
ing at Dartmouth. !

Nick Tipton’s experience
was also a rough one, with
his vessel, the ‘Malcolm
Miller,” apparently spending
half its voyage at an angle of
45 degrees, “‘ Being in your
bunk was like riding a buck-
ing bronco.” The ship sailed
from Swansea and called in
at a French port and up the
Channel as far as Margate.
He also had the dubious plea-
sure of being one of *the
mugs who were picked to go
down into the chain locker to
clean out all the muck of the
last 20 years; two of us
climbed down into each
locker, which was about eight
feet deep, two feet wide and
six feet long. and buckets
were passed down to us
which we filled and passed up
again; by the time we had
finished we were filthy.” The
bo'sun’s mate hosed them
down with the fire hose.

Looking back both Nicks
say it was all very hard work
but a great experience, which
makes up for the sea sickness
or getting only four hours’
sleep each night.

ZOILUS GOES TO THE PICTURES ’

Two films had a return
still had much in common;

acting and pictorial impact.
“The Sting,” reappearing
for the umpteenth time, is a
brittle evocation of what
might be a dozen pre-war
gangster films, portrayed with
the cynical savagery of the
’70s, and acted out to the
background music of Scott
Joplin’s nostalgic piano rags.
Some people have seen it
half a dozen times, the critics
gave it almost unstinted

Put yourselt in

MILWARDS
. SHOES |

Churceh Street, Caversham

MOBILE TUNING SERVICES
CAVERSHAM

We operate CRYPTON engine tune-up and fault
diagnosis service at your home.
7-day service (Weekends and Evenings included).
o

R. L. BARTLETT,
Tel. Reading 478963.

B.Sc. (Mech. Eng.)

47 HEMDEAN RD., CAVERSHAM.  Tel: 471632

Hemdean Stores

B. R. COOPER
ORDERS DELIVERED.

praise, but for me the story
of two small-time hoodlums
out to fleece and ridicule a
very big-time hoodlum was
enough for strictly one show-
ing. The setting was sleazy
down-town America in the
’30s — garbage-strewn side-
walks, forlorn, half-empty
diners and tatty houses—with
frequent excursions into the
tawdry opulence of the pho-
ney betting clubs from which
rackets operated. The acting
was more than competent
throughout, though hardly
testing to the talents of Paul
Newman and Robert Shaw,
and the carnage was enough
for a minor civil war, ending
with the blood bath of a twist
ending which was as effective
as it was implausible.

ITALIAN CHAUCER

“ Canterbury Tales,” the
other film, was a brave effort
by Italian director Pasolini
that just missed being a minor
masterpiece. In this case an
‘X’ certificate was awarded
(if that’s the right word) for
sex, though there was a scene
of execution by burning on
the trivet which was as raw
as anything in *“The Sting.”
But it was the enthusiastic
bouncing in and out of bed
by a bevy of mediaeval sex
groupies that contributed to
the picture’s attraction. On
celluloid a whimple and
doublet seem to make accept-
able any amount of question-
able behaviour rendering the
situations risqué rather than
smutty. The film was always
attractive to the eye and some
of the outdoor scenes were
strikingly beautiful.

MORAL CONFUSION

But the common denomi-
nator in these two films was
not so much a lack of moral
standards as a refusal to
accept that the old established
code has any meaning at all.
Once upon a time the cops
and robbers were clearly on
different sides of the fence
and villains were certain to
be confounded after a series

of exciting cliff-hangers. It

showing in Reading recently. Different in theme, they ‘
both striking examples of cinematic craft in direction,

was the good little girl who
got the millionaire and her
wanton ssster who collected
the wages of sin.

Nowadays the division be-
tween goodies an baddies is
so blurred as to be non-exis-
tent. Would it be pompous
to suggest that it might be a
good thing to ask if this is a
healthy symptom for the
future?
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The Sail Training Association’s schooner * Sir Winston
Churchill.”
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Extensions Alterations
Decorating Electrical [
General Repairs
@ Estimates gladly given @

J. TERRY &SON(RDG.)LTD. |

22 ADELAIDE ROAD READING

Phone: Reading 67827
or Kidmore End 2231

HEATING

Planned Maintenance Contracts

Telephone: 55811 (20 lines)
or write to H. C. GOODMAN LTD., Freepost, Reading, RG1 1BR

Radio Controlled Service Means a Better Service

GOODMAN

NO STAMP

e

REGISTERED

CORGI
GAS INSTALLER

n 1 ’
nllll |||||| |I:;lll

INDUSTRIAL DOMESTIC HEATING ENGINEERS LTD.

nwn gy

[ n‘ n‘
|||| ||l|||

2

Ll

PLUMBING CONTRACTORS
POTTERTON APPROVED M.P.B.W.
CORGI N.C.B.

CHESTER ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel.: READING 473005
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ROUND THE CLUBS

ST. ANDREW’'S WOMEN'S
GROUP

The October meeting was a
talk on Wine by Peter Dominic
and, as to be expected, it was
a most successful occasion.
The promised film was unfor-
tunately unavailable at the time
of the meeting but after a most
informative talk, plenty of
wine sampling on the part of
the audience, plus a free copy
of WineMine magazine, every-
one felt more than satisfied.
Cheese and biscuits were pro-
vided to accompany the wine
tasting and coffee was served
afterwards. At this meeting
and at subsequent ones a stall
is available for anyone to bring
any item they wish to sell (10
per cent to go to Group funds).

no meeting in
as usual 1975
begin with some Holi-
s shown by Pickfords
hursday, January 23rd, at
p.m.
*

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS'
TOWNSWOMEN'S GUILD

The October meeting saw
eturn of Miss Lois Hib-
This time her talk was
ladies’ clothes during the
rs 1900-1930 and her re-
s were Illustrated by cos-

is

on
8

* *

like to join, the Guild meets
every third Thursday in the
month at 7.30 p.m. at St An-
drew'’s Hall, Albert Road, Cav-
ersham, and new members are
always welcome.

tumes modelled by Guild
members. Members alway en-
joy Miss Hibbard's visits and
this time of course the clothes
were well within the memories
of many ladies watching. The
satin evening gowns, Louis-
heeled shoes, hand-made lace,
the artificial flowered hats, the
feathers, kiss curls and cami-
knickers, all this and much
more brought back those years
very vividly. Although some
items did bring forth howls of
mirth, Miss Hibbard said that
when she and her sister had

* * *
EMMER GREEN
TOWNSWOMEN’S GUILD

The October meeting took
the form of a debate. The
motion was ‘This House con-
siders the Townswomen's
Guild movement has become

worn these dresses (and they outdated’. Mrs. E. Risius pro-
were originally in her personal posed and Mrs. G. Williams
wardrobe) they had thought seconded the motion, which

themselves the bees knees, ex-
tremely ‘with-It". Particularly
attractive costumes were the
hobble skirt in grey stripes,
with the peg hipped skirt and
bat-wing sleeves, teamed with
the feather-stripped box hat
and furled umbrella; also the
fully beaded dress of 1927,
which, because of the weight
and the flat-chested fashion,
fell straight to about 6 inch
below the knees. This last was
topped off with & matching

was opposed by Mrs, P. Ban-
non and Mrs. H. Russell, with
Mrs. W. Allen in the chair. The
members  obviously  didn't
agree as it was defeated by a
large majority.

October also saw the 22nd
birthday of the Emmer Green
guild, which was celebrated
with a birthday party. Guests
included the Federation Chair-
man, Mrs. Livingstone, and
members of other local guilds.

* * *

bandeau.

The next meeting is the ROSEHILL W'
Annual General Meeting which Mrs. Sansum presided. Ar-
it is hoped as many members rangements for the Jumble

Sale on October 26th were

as possible will attend. For
i made. Members giving coffee

any other ladies who would

parties were thanked and Miss
M. Stevenson was congratu-
lated on gaining a green star
for her exhibit in ““Tomorrow’s
Heirlooms’’. The meeting was
then thrown open for discus-
sion; many fruitful suggestions
were made. A new Drama
Group was formed. Mrs. An-
drew was appointed Secretary
to organise a Handicraft Guild.
The competition, a hat from a
colander, was won by Mrs,
Ellingham.
*

* L

BLAGRAVE W.L.

At the October meeting of
Blagrave W.l. Mrs. Wilkie wel-
comed members back after the
summer break and presented
the birthday posies. Details
were finalised for the Jumble
Sale and a draw was made for
the Denman Bursary, which
was won by Miss Chapman.

The speaker was Mr. Clark,
who spoke on the History of
Transport in Reading from
Stage Coaches in the 16th
century through to the de-
velopment of the Railways in
the last century and up to the
present day with Reading now
an important centre as a link
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS
IN
CAVERSHAM

CHURCH OF ENGLAND

St. Peter’s—Balmore Hall: 11 a.m, (not 3rd Sunday of the
month),

Superintendent: Miss R i
Lo iss R. Eves, 6 Wrenfield Drive. Tel.
St. Andrew’s—St. Andrew’s Hall, 11 am. Age four years
and upwards.
St. Barnabas’—Church Hall, 9.15 a.m.

h METHODIST
Caversham Heights—in Church, 11 a.m. Age three years
gnd upwards,
uperintendent: Mr. D. Tutty, 5 Carlt .
Pk ty. arlton Road. Tel

BAPTIST
Il am. Age3 years and upwards.
Secretary: Miss I, Marshall, 16 Albert Road.
474478.

East Caversham—Age three to seven, Caversham Hall,
Il am. to noon. Enquiries to Miss K. Harris,
4 Valentine Crescent, Tel. 472084, or Mrs. S. Holley,
41 Briants Avenue, Tel. 477142,
Age seven upwards, Ardler Road Schoolroom, 11 a.m.
to noon (in Methodist Church for first 15 minutes).
Enquiries to Mrs. J. Trevis, 40 All Hallows Road.

fle]®

for Air Travel.

The competition for the
most attractive autumn leaf
was won by Miss Reynolds.

1
Pelmets \ [

and from 5 to 7 p.m.

daily.
Apply to:
The Sister Superior,
Springfield St. Luke,

Cavers
Home for Elderly
Ladies
Tel.: Reading 471593

Percy C. Beech

Electricity Confractor
2 CHESTER STREET,
CAVERSHAM
Tel.: Reading 472247

B e i
{ Peter Shock
Motor Coaches
131 Hemdean Road,
Caversham, Reading
Tel: Reading 473793 t

P

Curtains D
Fitted Carpets Loose Covers ecember l’
y . o N ‘
John Kitcher & Son Ltd. ANGIa
i bt.ol’oeter’s
o = . | 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion,
irpets Cleaned on Site b}/ the latest Foam ‘ 915 am. PARISH COMMUNION.
method also Protasil protected 1 10.30 a.m. Family Service (3rd Sunday).
| 11.00 a.m. Matins (not 3rd Sunday).
5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM Ill.lls a.m.
2.15 p.m.
Telephone: 472306 | 6.30 p.m. Evensong (Ist Sunday:
L Service)
; St. John’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
WANTED BLAGRAVE FARM 9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.
One or two COOKS HOUSE 400 pm. Evensong (st
from 9 a.m. to 2p.m. REST HOME St. Andrew’s

Upper Woodcote Road

Caversham, Reading 9.15 a.m.

RG4 7IX ! 6.30 p.m. Evensong (Christmas Carol Service)
Guest Home for the | St Barnabag
Elderly [ 800 am. Holy Communion.
Vacancies Available 9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.
9 New  Vear 6.30 p.m. Evensong (2nd Sunday).
6.30 p.m. (I5th: Youth Service)

;‘ Tel.: Reading 473499

oo

8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m.

i L. W. YEATES
LIMITED
Central Heating
and Plumbing
Complete systems designed

10.45 a.m.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST

Tel.: Reading 471016

Caversham Heights

Follow tha trend to

THE YARD

PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM.
weekday  except

for—Use

d
Victorlans, Plctures, China, By-

Gaturday Is Open Market Day.

DISCOTAPE
Don’t let your House
Party be a failure —
ring NICK WELLS for
MUSIC and LIGHTS

Reading 470086

Caversham
11.00 a.m.

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St. Anne’s

Our Lady of Caversham

-~

TIEN-TIEN HOUSE
Chinese food to take away
Fish and Chips
27 PROSPECT ST.,
CAVERSHAM
'Phoned orders welcome
Tel. Reading 472565
Mon.-Fri. mid-day until
2.30 p.m., 5 p.m. unti]
midnight  Saturday 11.30
am. unti | am. (Sun)
Sunday 530 p.m. to 12.

| SUNDAY SERVICES |

Holy Communion (3rd Sunday).
Holy Communion (Ist Sunday).

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
5 FAMILY EUCHARIST.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.

St. Margaret’s, Mapledurham
Holy Communion (2nd and 4th Sundays)
PARISH COMMUNION

10.00 Family Service (2nd Sunday).

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Morning Service.

6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

P d | 11.00 a.m. Morning Service.
and ‘"“?il:::ntzr‘omhﬂ.d l 6.30 p.m. Evening Service.
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)
21 Star Road, 11.15 am. Family Service
Caversham, Reading

FAMILY COMMUNION (4th Sunday)
| METHODIST CHURCHES

11.00 a.m. Morning Service
6.30 p.m. Evening Service (not 3rd Sunday).

Morning Service.
6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

8.00 a.m., 9.30 am., 11.00 am., 7.00 p.m. Mass.

8.30 and 10.30 a.m. Mass.

8,15 and 29 |

Advent Carol

Sunday).

(4th Sunday, Matins)

FREE CHURCH

VANDERPUMP &

[ WELLBELOVE

| (and Wellesley-Smith
& Co.)

'}Auctioncers, Land & Estate|
Agents, Surveyors &
Valuers

/40 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel.: 479716/6

'Also at Reading, Woodley
and Wallingford, Berks. |

St. Peter’s

St. Andrew’s

CHRISTMAS EVE, MONDAY, DEC. 24th

4.00 p.m. Christmas Gift Service, with Blessing of
Crib and Lighting of the Christmas Tree

6.30 p.m. Solemn Evensong with Blessing of Crib. 7

ST. ANDREW’S DAY AT ST. ANDREW'’S
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 30th
7.30 and 9.30 a.m. Holy Communion
5.30 p.m. FESTAL EVENSONG
Preacher—The Rt. Rev. E. Knell,
lately Bishop of Reading
Tea will be served in St. Andrew’s Hall from 4.30.

@hristmas Bazaar

SATURDAY
DECEMBER 7th

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE LTD.
Funeral Directors :  Monumental Masons
114/116 OXFORD ROAD, READING
Telephone: 52016 (Day or Night)
Branch . Offices at:
4/5 Town Square, Bracknell. Tel. 21949.
B | FUNERALS AND
A. H. WHITE CREMATIONS
: ‘N;:'D" 5 A. B. WALKER
ew ces an
& SON LTD.
Private Chapsl 36 Eldon Road,
11 BOULT STREET Reading, Berks.
(Rear 11 The Grove) Telephones:

READING Day: Reading 53650
Private Chapels of Rest
Tel. 54834 2
; Night:
Lates »6392‘ Reading 63763 and 61539

W. R. BOURTON& SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS —

1 PRINCES STREET — READING
Tel. 53825 Night 63917 and 39-4283

A. F. JONES
MASTER MASONS
raftsmen in Stonej;

BEDFORD ROAD i
READING
Tel. 53537

TOMALIN & SON

(N.A.F.D)
Funeral Directors

48 NEW STREET
HENLEY -on-THAMES
Tel. 3370 Day and Night
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ST. BARNABAS’

The party season started
carly this year on October
9th at St, Barnabas Hall, with
the fifth visit of patients from
Borocourt Hospital.  Mrs.
Goodworth’s piano playing,
and her two friends singing
popular songs was the main
attraction, and struck a very

happy note! ‘“Passing the
Parcel” and other games
pleased them all. Members

of the Mothers’ Union, who
so generously provided re-
freshments, and gifts, made
buttonholes, and pretty bags
for each lady, were amply re-
warded by the obvious enjoy-
ment of everyone,

It was a lovely afternoon,
and before the eighteen ladies
left in their coach, a group
photograph was taken.
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ST. JOHN’S ST. PETER’S Getting on for a hundred introducing a “Mother and CAVERSHAM PARK
5 : ‘locals’ gathered together on Toddler” session on Thurs-
St. John’s  Wednesday  The usual service of Ad-

Group is alive and well and
meeting each week with Mrs.
Sue Lucas as chairman. Sue
recently took over from
Freda Savin, who made a
good job of running the
group previously. The group,
as the name implies, meets
every Wednesday evening in
the informal surroundings of
members’ homes. Recent
meetings have included a
joint meeting with the Meth-
odist Wives Group, which
took place at the Southern
Gas Showrooms when the
subject was “Natural Gas
Conversions and what to ex-
pccl when the workmen ar-
rive”

/\nyonc wishing to join the
group should contact Sue at
476860.

ST JOHN’S
HARVEST SUPPER

St. John’s Harvest Supper was something of a
novelty this year and proved to be a great success.
the first time it was held in church.
church has chairs rather than fixed pews made it easy
to clear a space for the tables of bread and English
cheeses and fruit pies prepared by Mrs. Anne Atkinson.

During the evening there was entertainment from

the Summerdown Singers conducted by Mrs. Yvonne
Milne and accompanied by Mrs. Payne.

everyone joined in singing

carlier generation. Already plans are afoot for a Christ-
mas party — also in church.

For
The fact that the

To round off
some popular songs of an

— Walton Adams

MARGARET

Albert Road,

MODERN MOVEMENT

MORRIS METHOD
Physical Education and Creative Dance
Combining Therapeutic and Aesthetic values
Children’s Classes — all ages
Saturday afternoons at Hemdean House School
Caversham
Adult Mixed Dance Group
Wednesday evenings at St. Andrew’s Hall

Lunch-time Tone-up and Relax Sesslons
St. Mary’s House, The Butts, Reading
For further details of these and other classes
Phone Reading 27667

Caversham

Gifts —

Lowfield & Caversham West
Boys’ Clubs

CHRISTMAS
to be held at
THAMESIDE SCHOOL
Wolsey Road, Caversham
at 2.30 p.m. on

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 14th

Produce

FAYRE

— Competitions

vent Carols will take place
on Advent Sunday, Decem-
ber Ist, at 6.30 p.m., when
the choir of Queen Anne'’s
School combines with the
church choir, This will be
the first special music service
since Mr. J. Dussek became
organist and choirmaster.
The two choirs will be sing-
ing a number of carols not
previously heard at this ser-
vice. Those who intend to be
present are reminded that it
is usually difficult to find a
seat after 6 p.m.

Congratulations to District
Warden Kenneth Bennett on
his appointment as managing
director of Lebus Upholstery

td,

METHODIST GIFT DAY

This year's Gift Day at
Gosbrook Road Methodist
Church was marked by a
number of “firsts”. Not only
was the amount raised the
highest ever, but a lot of help
came from people who were
involved for the first time.

On the other hand, the
host and hostess, Mr. and
Mrs. Les Cooper, and the
opener, Miss Mary Prior,
were chosen from the ranks
of those who year by year
carry the hard work of events
of this kind. The new minis-
ter and his wife, the Rev.
and Mrs. Leslie Grifliths,
were welcome figures in the
opening ceremony, and in the
early evening there was, as
always, a steady stream  of
members and friends visiting
the minister in his vestry to
hand him their gifts for
church funds.

The concert which ended
the day was of the very
highest standard, and was
clearly appprccnated by the
packed audience. It was
given jointly by the Bul
mershe Girls’ Choir and the
Reading Male Voice Choir,
both conducted and com-
pered by Mr. Gwyn Arch,
not forgetting a group of
young instrumentalists from
Sonning Common.

This concert was held in
the church, and much move-
ment of furnishings and fit-
tings was necessary, The Gift
Day Secretaries were there-
fore agreeably surprised on
returning after bidding good-
bye to the singers to find that
a number of people had spon-
taneously set to work and
restored the church to its
customary condition for Sun-
day worship.

ST. MARGARET’S
HARVEST SUPPER

To begin with it wasn’t
just the annual Mapledurham
Harvest Supper; it was also a
chance for people in the
parish to meet their new
priest-in-charge, Michael Kit-

chener and his wife Christine.

October 5th in Trench Green day mornings, catering for Sunday Services at 11.15 am.
Hall to enjoy a cheerful even- the younger children, i.e. 0-3 in the School Hall.
ing country style. The home years. Jean Pugh (Readmg December
cooking was greatly appreci- 472949) will be pleased to | Family Service followed
ated and soon disapppeared, give further information to by bread - and - cheese
and when the refreshments any mother who has a “new lunch,
were over the hall resounded recruit”, This will also pro- Sunday Circle for child-
to the merry bells of the Ken- vide an excellent opportunity ren.
net Morris Men as they per- for mothers to get together g g 15 Family Service with
formed ancient village dances and make new friends. Sunday Circle for child-
often accompanied by song LR
and a hefty whacking of their _ On December 17th the 23 Family Communion with
sticks. It was then time for GTOUQ_ W'u be ,”_UU"({ and  Carol Service at 4.30 p.m.

: about” Carol singing again __
the children to have a few i, 3iq of The Avenue School 25
games and a short pro- and hopes for readers’ sup- 29
gramme on the church hand- port,
bells rounded off a very suc-
cessful and happy evening.

Family Service.
Covenant Service with
Holy Communion.

WEDDING

Malcolm Simmonds and Marilyn Austin married recently
at St. Barnabas’ Church

ST. PETER’S WIVES

The Annual General Meet-
ing of the St. Peter’s Wives
Group was held on October
15th. The Rev. D. Shaylor
kindly took the chair in place
of the Rector, who was indis-
posed.

The Group reported that it
had had a good year with
fairly well-attended meetings,
although new members were
always being sought. (Details
and programmes obtainable
from Edith Hawkins, Read-
ing 47741,

The Playgroup run by the
Group in Balmore Hall re-
ported that the numbers had
been seriously depleted owing
to the extremely good Nur-
sery School facilities in Caver-
sham. They are therefore |

|

— Walton Adams

Have your Week-end Greengrocery Delivered by us

on Friday mornings (Orders by Thursday, please)

O
FRESH VEGETABLES DAILY

AT

CONISBORO’ STORES

(Corner of Uplands Road). ‘Phone: 4725682

Plus all our usual services at

CONISBORO’ AND HILLTOP STORES

Ladies’ Hair Stylist now open again
5% days a week (half-day Wednesday)

‘Phone : Reading 472569

‘SUPREMA’

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

We're Open 6 Days a Week
' AT
32B CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
saniennieissalICMARINSIIIIIIIIIIINIIRNNANNIIES
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League of Friends invite you to
“ WARREN HOUSE "
HOME FOR THE ELDERLY
17 St. Peter’s Avenue, Caversham

Christmas Fayre

DECEMBER 7th. 2.30 p.m.
Handicrafts Home-made Preserves

Raffle and many other Stalls

“IN MY FATHER'S HOUSE ARE MANY
MANSIONS
*

1ding their contribu

W

and Betty are ser

Reading Housing Association and

to the

r friends at home

A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS

| SERVICE

FOR ALL
Registration Number 1715075
IALISTS AND

ENERAL LANDSCAPE

— Estimates Free

ARISS-SOUTHALL,
F,R.H.S,, M.R.N.R.S.

ne: READING 473290

1

| Chiltern Sports Supplies
16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Reading 477122

\ t i

North Reading
HOBBIES CENTRF

or

SPORTS AND

— Hockey — Football — Tennls

minton — Chess — Darts — Hiking

Ymﬂes — Bowls — Table Tennis — Aero-

jelling Kits — Engines — Readio Control Units
fodel Bc::s Military A.F.V.s — Rio & Seolido

CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT TRAINING
SOCIETY
20 Peppard Road,

Caversham, Reading

appreciate

gifts of Toys,
Cots,

Playing

Feeding Chairs, Prams and

rs in good condition

HARVEST HOME AT
ITHAMESIDE SCHOOL
TURNED OUT TO BE A
COLOURFUL AND IM-
PRESSIVE OCCASION ON
OCTOBER 22nd. The chil-
dren had been looking for-
ward to the day ever since
term began. Invitations had
been sent out to all for gifts
to be brought to the school.
There was a fabulous display
in the hall, and after the sing-
ing of )n\[u] harvest hymns
the produce was distributed
by the pupils to some 150
homes of elderly people.
These names were provided
to the school by local socie-
ties and organisations.

Harvest should be a time
for rejoicing and thanksgiv-

ing. Land was created by
God, and its use granted to
man. The autumnal festival

is the big show of the year,
revealing the fruits of our
Jabours and God’s supernal
blessing on mankind.

ON DECEMBER 12th
STANLEY AND ELLA
TEGG, BOTH 83, OF 67
SOUTH VIEW AVENUE,
WILL BE CELEBRATING
[HEIR DIAMOND WED-
DING. But they can hardly

be said to have got off to a

\
l

promising start. Not only
had war broken out, the
| weather also sccmed to be
‘zquun\( them. *1 remember
crying on my wedding day*
there was a thick, black fog,’
says Ella. But 60 years later
| they feel they have a lot to
| be gratef ful for, despite the
\hxrd times, and believe that
hard work and good cooking
are part of the secret. They
have two children and two
married grandchildren.

RAN AWAY

Stanley, though born in
Yattendon, spent his early
days in Upper Basildon and
it was there that he met Ella,
| who was in service locally,
though her home was in
Devon. They recall that
initially Ella ignored Stanley’s
advances—she didn’t care for
being whistled after! By the

“limc he was 16 Stanley was

|in boy service in the Navy;
he ran away from home, but
his mother bought him out
again. However, he was re-
called again at the beginning
of the First World War and
spent his time on destroyers
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| Stanley

and Ella Tegg
—Walton Adams

YOUNG CAVERSHAM

Many of us expect Mother
Nature to till the soil, fertilise
the plants and make ripe the h
fruit without any enthusiasm
on our part. This lazy atti-
tude can quickly become
endemic in our daily lives if
we don’t watch out. I once
met an industrious and enter-
prising Italian priest. You
may have heard of him—his
name is Father Mario Bor-
relli. He is known all over
the world for his work in
rescuing and caring for the
street urchins of Naples. He
did not just look on and SAY
what OUGHT to be done; he
discarded his priestly gown,
donned a cloth cap and
joined the ragged set. Dis-
guised as an urchin himself,
he slept in the gutters and
begged for food and cigar-
ettes just like the rest. How
little they knew what was his
real mission! Eventually a
large tenement building was
found, hundreds of young
vagabonds were plucked from
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the streets and alleyways of

Naples, and a respectable
habitat was provided for
them. The seeds had at last

been sown, but the Harvest
was still a long way off. Big
things are a]\v‘\ys happening
at the ‘Casa,’ in the city
where 30 per cent. of the
population is condemned to
slum conditions. But Father
Borrelli is not deterred by the
task ahead. His words—"“How
much use is it to save only a
few wild flowers when a
whole forest is dying?”

* * *

If you live in Caversham,
the Berkshire bit—or, in fact,
anywhere in Reading, there
are a lot of things you are
allowed to do on a Friday.
You may go to school, make
a purchase in a shop, visit the
library, or eat fish and chips
from a soggy newspaper. But
one thing you cannot do is to
play an organised match in a

public park! Duning the
October half-term holiday 1
thought it would be a good
idea to arrange a football
match between two local
teams. As I was expecting to
be away for much of the
week, Friday was the only
day at my disposal. So with
the District Parks Office only
a telephone call away, what
could be more simple to
arrange? After all, I was giv-
ing them a week’s notice to
get the goalposts up. But
alas, my hopes were shat-
tered. At the other end of
the line an apologetic voice
retorted, *“ Sorry, no football,
sir.  Never on a Friday!”
Inquiring what sanctity was
attached to a Friday, I was
told that the ground had to
rest before the weekend on-
slaught! I sympathise with
the grass roots that they need
a day off, but I would have
thought Monday would have
been the appropriate day, if
any.

and submarines, ending up as
leading stoker. By one of
those odd coincidences Stan-
ley recalls that he was one of
the crew of the destroyer
“Arun,” who rescued the sur-
vivors of a mined hospital
ship near Le Havre. Among
those survivors was the late
James Eves, the parish lay
reader who died last year and
used to live in Wrenfield
Drive.

GARDENING

After the war he became a
gardener at Basildon Park. In
fact Stanley spent his life in
gardening. At one time, while
running a market garden in
Bristol, he was also under
contract to Suttons and grew
flower crops to commercialise
their product. He still spends
a lot of his time in the garden
and at his allotment, growing
flowers for market or to give
away. He has also lectured
on flowering shrubs.

Ella’s days in service are a
reminder of an age gone by.
She was at Pangbourne when
she met her husband, but for
a time she was under-parlour-
maid for the then Dean of St.
Paul’s, Dean Gregory. She
remembers that he used to
call her “ the little maid from
Devon who never speaks
above a whisper.’ It was
during that period that she
waited on the grandfather of

Nelson Rockefeller, the Vice-
President of the U.S.A.

What about marriage to-
day? The Teggs think that in
some respects young married
people now have an easier
time than used to be the case,
But it is still tough for some.

SIXTY YEARS ON

Ella feels that many young
marrieds expect too much.
“In our day we didn’t expect
miracles.” And she remem-
bers with gratitude some lines
she learned at school: *“ Con-
tentment with little is true
riches.” !
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