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THAMESIDE SCHOOL
WORKS UNDER
DIFFICULTIES

THE FIRST IMPRESSION ONE GETS OF THAMESIDE SCHOOL IS
HOW GAY EVERYTHING IS. THE WALLS ARE COVERED WITH PAINTINGS

AND DECORATIONS WHICH THE CHILDREN HAVE MADE,

THE

YOUNGSTERS THEMSELVES SOUND VERY HAPPY AND THE STAFF AND
HEADMISTRESS ARE FRIENDLY AND CHEERFUL.

What the decorations
hide

Look closer and you
will find the decorations
cover large patches of
wall from which the paint
has peeled, and the chil-
dren are happy in spite of
the complications of get-
ting to school, feeding
arrangements, etc., and
the staff are coping with
difficulties almost un-
believably bad in this day
and age. Take, for ex-
ample, the staff room:
when students and secre-
taries are present, there
are up to 20 members
gathered together at cof-
fee breaks—yet the staff
rooms hold no more than
about eight people com-
fortably at a time. The
headmistress shares a
small room with her sec-
retary; should a parent
visit for a private talk, the
secretary has to take the
hint and make herself
scarce. There is nowhere
for the medical authori-
ties to carry out their
duties; nor is there any-
where for a sick child to
be taken care of.

More money needed

The plain fact is that,
despite the tremendous
efforts of the staff, in
spite of the co-operation
of various members of the
local authority, not
enough money has been
spent on this school, built
in 1906, despite the fact
that it has changed over
the years from an infants’
school to a secondary
modern and then back to
a primary school. And
perhaps now, when the
whole problem is to be-

come the responsibility of
a new authority, it is not
a bad idea to mention a
few of the things that
should be planned for the
future.

Basically it is an at-
tractive enough school,
yet to function as a mod-
ern school, with modern
teaching methods, it
needs complete reorgani-
sation inside. At the mo-
ment a start is being made
by building the infants’
lavatories inside  the
school; the juniors, of
course, will have to make
do with those 'across the
playground, which are
being decorated—without
complete rebuilding it is
impossible to improve
them. Certainly more
provision should be made
for the children to hang
their clothes—such hooks
as there are .inside the
school have been mainly
provided by the staff; it
should also be mentioned
that Mrs. Fox, the head-
mistress, and other mem-
bers of her staff have

TWENTY PAGES
IN JUNE

The June edition of
Caversham Bridge will
be a special twenty
page edition, contain-
ing a supplement giv-
ing full details of
the arrangements for
Caversham’s Family
Festival which is being
held from June 28th
until July 14th. In spite
of the extra pages the
price (4p) will remain
the same,

Contributors are re-
minded that all
material for inclusion
in the June edition
must be submitted by
10 a.m. on Wednesday
May 1Ist and nothing
received after that date
can be printed. The
paper will be published
on Friday, May 17th. ¢

taken the trouble to add a
bit of paint themselves
where it is most needed.

Feeding and access

There is one very
pleasant infants’ class-
room which serves also
as a dining room for in-
fants; unfortunately the
juniors have to cross the
road (no safe trip at any
time) for mid-day meals.
There is a small kitchen-
cum-scullery, but no hot
water facilities for very
young children who may
find themselves in need
of being cleaned up at

times.
Possibly the biggest
problem is access, but

since this depends on
the new road improve-
ments for Caversham and
where they are to be
sited, it is impossible for
anyone to suggest a safer
method for the children
to get to school. It fol-
lows that more parents
than wusual take the
children to school and
meet them—but there is
nowhere for the parents
to wait except at the gate
entrance, no joke on a
wet day.

The big responsibility

One could go on in-
definitely listing things
that could be done to
make this school the
attractive place it could
be. Certainly the parents
are willing and anxious
to co-operate and the staff
can be guaranteed to pull
out all the stops. But the
main responsibility will,
there is no doubt, lie with
the new district office
which will shortly take
charge. Let’s hope that,
when they have settled
in, they will take the
trouble to take a long
hard look at Thameside
School and its problems.

. W
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Some of the staff in the staff room—too small for

all of them at once
—Walton Adams
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THE EDITOR’S COLUMN

ONE UP TO
THE
DAIRIES

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE LOCAL DAIRIES
WHO HAVE STOPPED DELIVERING MILK ON
SUNDAYS. Of course it may be inconvenient to
some of us, and | am aware that not everyone has
a fridge. | am sure, however, that most housewives
will manage well enough. But what | particularly
liked was the letter one dairy sent to their customers.
Behind it lay the recognition, if not of Sunday as a
day of worship, at least of Sunday as a day of rest
and as a family day when unnecessary work should
be avoided.

A pendulum swings from side to side. The
truth, however, usually lies in drawing the best out
of opposite viewpoints. Earlier generations looked
on Sunday in a narrow way—a day when restrictions
were imposed on many activities. Not infrequently
| am reminded by older people of Sundays dominated |
in their childhood by little except church services
and Sunday school. Today the pendulum has swung |
so far the other way that even many who think of |
themselves as faithful church members do not regard
regular Sunday worship as at all important. Conse-
quently we have all but lost the understanding of
Sunday as a Christian day.

A WEEKLY EASTER

The Christian Church from earliest times kept
Sunday in thanksgiving for the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ on the first day of the week. Christians came
together to share in the fellowship meal, the Holy
Communion. This is what Christian people have
done ever since on this day. They have done this
because they believe that Christ comes to them in
a very special way in this Sacrament, and they have
done it to bear witness to the Resurrection.

It follows, then, that just as a husband and
wife who love each other want to say so in words,
Christians want to express their love to God in public
worship. Sunday worship is not like cinema or
concert-going: we do not look to see what is on and
then decide whether or not to go; we worship regard-
less of the weather, and regardless of who the
preacher is. Of course there will be occasions when
a mother’s duty is to a sick member of the family
or when father has to do some unavoidable work.
But these will be the exceptions rather than the rule,
and since public worship is provided at a variety of
different times, it should usually be possible to go
at some time during the day, even though it be at
a different hour from our usual one.

CHRISTIAN BETRAYAL

| remember a book being published some years
ago with the title “ The Betrayal of Christ by the

Swift Response
to Parish’s

Financial Crisis

The * Caversham
is delighted that
been a speedy and generous

expects to be able to avoid
deficit for the

Bridge
there incurring a

current financial year.

has

reaction to the financial crisis

facing the parish of Caver- As continued inflation is

sham, as reported in our last expected it is still, however,

issue. It is not possible to necessary to investigate the
total resources of the parish
in buildings and manpower in
and

a

give final figures as contribu-
tions were still being received
as we went 1o print, but it is refation to the needs

financial resources, and
special working party set up
for this purpose has started
its work. The “ Caversham |
Bride * hopes to give fuller
details next month of the
result of the financial appeal,
and those who have not yet
replied to the letter they re-
ceived are asked to do so at
oppor-

understood that up to date
an increased annual income
about £3,400 has
promised.

of been
As some of this
will be received by way of

income tax repayments not

all this money will be avail-
able 1974. addition,
however, once for all dona-
tions
£1,100
This means that the parish

in In

amounting
have

o over
the earliest

tunity.

been received. possible

Mrs. Katharine Barton

'he *Caversham Bridge * sends centenary congratula-
tions to Mrs. Katherine Barton, who on Friday, April Sth,
celebrated her 100th birthday. Born at Dorchester, Mrs.
Barton came to live at 37 Church Road, Caversham, when
she married in 1907, and worshipped at St. Peter’s for

over 60 years. Her husband was a member of the choir.

In 1969 she gave up her Caversham home and since then
has lived at Little Thorpe, Cleeve Road, Goring, where'
she is visited by many of her old Caversham friends. ‘

O
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- HOLIDAY HOMES
NEEDED

For the last 90 years the Children’s Country Holidays
Fund has been arranging summer holidays in the country
or at the seaside for thousands of London children who
otherwise would not have had a holiday. Two weeks is the
usual length of stay and the Fund pays a small sum to
hostesses for each child. Families who help these deprived
youngsters always seem to find it a rewarding experience.

This year Miss C. H. Burton, honorary organiser for
Berkshire, is hoping that more families from Caversham
will feel able to offer accommodation for any of the three
fortnights: July 18th-August Ist; August Ist-15th; and
August 15th-29th. There are so many children hoping for
an invitation that it is unlikely that she will be unable to
send a child of the age (5-12) and sex you ask for.

If you can help, or want funther information, please
contact” Miss Burton at 63a Alexandra Road, Reading.
Telephone 63125.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

The newspaper produced by members of the
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of
Caversham and Mapledurham for the local
community.
EDITOR: The Rev. J. G. Grimwade
59 Church Street, Caveisham. Tel. 471703.

ASST. EDITOR: The Rey. P. D. Atkinson
St. John's House, 9 South View Avenue,
Caversham. Tel. 471814

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER:
Mrs. E. Maule
18 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PE.
Tel. 471816.

CIRCULATION MANAGER:
Mr. R. Kitcher
51 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7TAW.
Tel. 472660.

COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr, H. J. Pilgrim
64 Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG.
Tel. 474017.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:
Mr. H. Hitchman
153 Upper Woodcote Road, Caversham,
RB4 7JR. Tel. 472542,
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Postbag 1

Dear Sir,

Reading the article by Katy REGISTERED
| see that the posts at the end @
of South Street are being
queried. While they may be CORGI
: GAS INSTALLER

a nuisance to some people, |

n‘ |
uhil |||
NDUSTRIAL DOMESTIC HEATING ENGINEERS LTD.
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] e mg n n <
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PLUMBING CONTRACTORS
POTTERTON APPROVED M.P.B.W.
CORGI N.C.B.

CHESTER ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel.: READING 473006

feel sure the residents of the |-

Churches.”” Perhaps a more apt title to-day would
be * The Betrayal of Christ by the Christians,” for
the erratic appearance at Sunday worship by so many
Christians is a marvellous way of persuading those
outside the Church that we are not really serious
about our belief. Erratic attendance makes it far
harder to develop a sense of Christian fellowship,
and it makes far harder the work of the clergy, who
are so often told, ” I've never heard you preach on
such a topic * when we know full well we have done
this often but that the remark comes from one whose
Sunday attendances are far from regular.

On Easter Day the churches of Caversham were
full. It is only the half-heartedness of so many
Christian people which prevents them being equally
full every Sunday.

Let us resolve at once to adjust the pendulum.
Let us make Sunday a happy day together for the
family, but let us start the day by making it the day
when Christians thank God weekly for the Resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ as we gather together in public
worship.

(S

house appreciates them being |
there. 1 assume they have !
been placed in that poﬂilioni
so that when traffic goes to |
the end of the street and |
manoeuvres about to turn, it
is ‘to prevent them

HEATI

Planned

from
damaging the wall or fence
Should that be the purposui
of the posts, then | would
like to see the Council erect
some at the end of Short
Street, for it is only people
who live at the end of a cul-
de-sac who know the nuisance
traffic can cause by twisting
and turning and disturbing
the road surface in front of
one's home.
Yours, etc.,

C. A. Rush |
8 Short Street. :
|
|

Caversham.

|
|

Telephone: 55811 (20 lines)
or write to H. C. GOODMAN LTD., Freepost, Reading, RG1 1BR

Radio Controlled Service Means a Better Service

NG

Maintenance Contracts
by

NO STAMP
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EMMER GREEN ~—TS\\ 77T
CLUB '

The Emmer Green Club is still expanding its activities in
response to pressure from its members. The weekly evening
sessions are well attended by a core of regular members,
with new members joining each week. Staffing has im-
proved, with two volunteers oﬂ'crmg their services after
reading the article in the February ‘ Bridge." However, as
the club is aiming at a ratio of one staff to ten membcr:
many more volunteers are needed. The role of the staff
is to build relationships with the members, so anyone who
feels that they can talk with young people would be most
nx welcome. Tuesday evening is sports evening, and for this

instructors in judo, table tennis, etc., are needed. If quali-
fied, instructors can be paid. Frlday night is disco night,
but once a month there is a live group—Justin Canns.

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB

On Mondays and Wednesdays an after school club has
been opened to cater for those members whose parents are
both out at work and would otherwise return to an empty
house. A quiet area with tables is provided for those who
wish to do their homework. Discussions take place on
Sunday evenings, often led by outside specialists on topics
such as drugs, family planning and religion. This alternates
with opening on Sunday afternoons, when members have
been decorating the club and practising on their guitars.
The club was open on weekday afternoons during the Easter
holidays, when competitions and activities such as junk art
and drama exercises were laid on.

SWEDISH HOLIDAY

The club enters members regularly for competitions run
by the Berkshire Asosciation of Boys’ Clubs and one of the
senior members, Neil Buckingham, won their table tennis
championship. An under-17 rugby sevens team and an|
under-18 football team will be shortly playing in com- B o s e —
petitions.

During the summer 21 members will be going to PROFI I FOR
Sweden in three minibuses. The £1,000 needed to cover

the cost of the trip will be raised by jumble sales, discos

and sponsored walks. SCO TS
Anyone interested in visiting the club, or in offering [ ]

help, should ring John Jenkins at 476794, or just call in one

A quiet scene by the river in Caversham Court — Walton Adams

CAVERSHAM
CARPET CENTRE LTD.

evening. ~ s
The rummage sale at Emmer Green Primary School in
§ = March, organised by the 89th Reading (Milestone Wood) 28 CHURCH STREET
o | Scout Group, produced a record profit of £140, which will |
i LL b ed to fina th i f thi i .| 5
’ GET AWAY FROM IT ALL I c u(s o finance Ae rur'mmg of this expanding Group E Telephone READING 476820
] VISIT Already plans are being made for the annual fete on June ’5
LATTENDALES Ist and a further rummage sale on October Sth. Both will ‘ &
i GREYSTOKE, PENRITH, CUMBERLAND be in Emmer Green Primary School. : :
T e AT |ji LET CAVERSHAM CARPETS QUOTE YOU FOR
Country village with swimming pool, General This year's annual summer camp, from July 27th to YOUR NEXT CARPETING REQUIREMENTS

Stores, Antiques, Castle and beautiful Church. August 3rd, will be at Furzey Lodge, near Beaulieu in the
Relax in gracious house and garden or explore
neighbouring Lake District. Quaker Guest
House giving warm welcome to all.

Wardens: Jonrefy,stE::rgggd Saupcots. The task of completing the recently provided H.Q. |

accommodation for ithe 89th continues. Money raised by |

We can supply any make of carpet, and offer
you no gimmicks but a genuine first class job.
There is a Large Range of Broadlooms in stock
and FITTING IS COMPLETELY FREE.

New Forest. About 50 of the boys will be going under the
leadership of Mr. R. Smythe.

Our representative will arrange to call day er

the collection of newspapers, colour magazines and te[e-

CAVE“SHAM FUNERATS , Windsmoorr: Camegle Aari BET,E“,‘

St. Peter’s
April D Charles Brooker

BARBARA phone directories is being used to buy essential m'uena]s eyeaiagltol suk y.ou, and estimates can be ﬁ
LADIES HAIRDRESSER and equipment. The Scouts and Cubs will continue this | sopplicd on.the spot.
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564 collection in the area until further notice. . 1
Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and ﬁ .
‘ Wedneeday. Late nights Thursday and Friday. LET US GIVE YOU #
—|WE RBCORD . .. ikl
(Caversham Branch established 41 years) THAT SECOND ES FH\ ,\ i
BAPTISED E
St Andies’s T T LTI T
March 7 Stephen Martin
Auctioneers, Estate Agents, Surveyors and Vﬂucn. Matthew Davies R —
23/24 MARKET PLACE, READING St. Barnabas’ ‘ Fashlons Ml(lillnery
(Tel. Reading 50266 and 55693) March 10 Kirsty Vince | Handbags loves
4 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM 5
(Tel. Reading 472877 and 477561) 5 . BELLE BOUTIQUE
alsolat 8 CHURCH ROAD
PANGBOURNE, GORING, THATCH:QA WOKINGHAM St Barnabas | CAVERSHAM .‘-
Furniture Sale r?ggml:m“n%?ﬁg and WOKINGHAM. || March 16 Reginald Busby and Julie Pocock & Reading 471766 1
March 23 Anthony Eggleton and Pauline Hutchins [Closed o Mondsys) ;
St. Margaret’s Stockists of sizes 12 to 22. !
MUB"_E TUNING SE“V]CES March 9  Manuel Martin and Jane Grice Montego Bay : Kitty Copeland : Peter Barron I
(

We operate CRYPTON engine tune-up and fault
diagnosis service at your home. % (D. PICKERSGILL)
7-day service (Weekends and Evenings included). St. Barnabas

Mitdy, 7 Nerys Pilpon HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

e MethiSas alirid Walthatd Typewriters—Adding Machines—Cash Registers
R. L. BARTLETT, B.Sc. (Mech. Eng.) St. Margaret's Repairs — Office Supplies and Stationery

Tel. Reading 478963. April 8§  Annic Vincent ’ 12 BRIDGE ST., CAVERSHAM. Phone 473877.
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TALKING POINT

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE MAY, 1974

by STEPHEN HAINE

“DANGER-MEN AT WORK”

PARAQUAT 1S NASTY—NASTY FOR WEEDS IN

THE GARDEN BUT EVEN NASTIER FOR ANY
UNSUSPECTING PERSON WHO HAPPENS TO
DRINK IT. It has been a readily available and effective

weedkiller, until recently when it has become apparent

through accidents in which children had inadvertently
drunk it—that it is a poison to which there is no known
antidote. These are words of serious proportions ! At the
end of March the Guardian carried a mini-report that two
containers of it had been “lost off the back of a lorry near
Peterborough.” ** Police searched in the area in vain.”
Such an event might be the start of a science fiction story
f a gruesome kind—or real life tragedy for someone ?

LACK OF INTEREST

Real life tragedy is something which we blindly hope
never happen to us. Reading Trades Union Council
debated two press reports recently of real life tragedies
both concerned with fatal accidents in the Reading area.
One concerned the electrocution of a do-it-yourself
enthusiast in his home at Bracknell, a man only married
six the other the death of a self-employed elec-
trician at a factory on the Woodley estate who was elec-
trocuted while checking a fault on a machine. The debate
was concerned with the way the press had reported the
. giving the home accident front page headlines,
factory death only small mention. But there was

will

months:

the
Iso concern expressed about the lack of interest in acci-

nd

dents at work and the lack of publicity given to safety

measures

In Reading in 1973 there were 2,562 notifiable accidents

vork and six deaths, (For an accident to be notified to
e F rv Inspectors it has to result in absence from
T more than three days.) These figures do not

e construction industry where accident levels are
e very high. They do not thus include the Lodden

Bridge disaster. If you look at the situation nationally then,
for example, there were last year 27 people killed at work
through electrocution and most of them were probably
skilled trained electricians, and each year there are 20-30
times more working days lost because of Industrial injuries
than because of Industrial disputes! And how much pub-
licity is given to the injuries by comparison!

WHO CARES ?

| once worked with a man who had two fingers muiss-
ing from one hand because of an industrial accident and
a long scar across one cheek and down into his neck the
result of an accident while working in a wire mill. (He also
had one leg shorter than the other and a large beer stomach,
but these were accidents of birth and social environment)
It might be said that he was ‘“accident prone.” But it was
not helped by the fact that he was working 13 hours each
day of a six day week and six hours more on a Sunday in
a foundry that was ill-lit, overcrowded and dirty. Anyone
who has worked in such situations will not need the cala-
logue of figures in a Government report on “Accidents in
Factories ” to be familiar with the almost endless lists of
lacerations, severe bruisings, cracked bones, severed tendons,
strained and wrenched backs and ligaments, which are part
of factory life.

Of course everyone wants safety, There are laws, the
Factory Acts, which make basis requirements for safety
measures, and the Robens report published last year, if
made law, will strengthen the powers of the Factory
Inspectors a little more. But the fines which courts give
when offences are proved are so often derisory in propor-
tion to the offence. Also, despite their efforts to enforce
the law. the Inspectors have such a wide area to cover that
regular inspection is difficult and it is as much as they can
do to deal with confidential complaints made by the public.
Anyway, in a civilised country, if that is what we are,

we expect people and firms to be law abiding and to have
the good of the employees at heart in the matter of safety,
That doesn’t always follow !

RESPONSIBILITY

However, a government study shows that only one in
five of factory accidents is due to a breach of law. Also
that half of the accidents reported could mot have been pre-
vented by reasonably practical precautions. Of the other
half that could have been prevented, the responsibility lay
almost equally with management and workers.

Mr. Wucombe, one of the Reading Inspectors, told
me that there were three things that needed constantly
hammering home. (1) To establish proper safety pro-
cedures and to have the necessary ‘hardware.” (2) To
have good supervision, supervision that produces a working
climate where it is natural for people to do jobs in the safe
way. (3) For the unforeseeable accident, to train people
to recognise what are potentially dangerous situations.

This last is the most difficult. One initiative which the
local Factory Inspectorate has taken is to form a Reading
and District Accident Prevention Group. This is proving to
be very successful so far. Over 60 firms, both large and
small have joined, sending often high up representatives to
the bi-monthly meetings. What is now needed is for more
shop-floor representatives to be invited to the meetings.

Of course everyone wants safety, but not so many are
prepared to think about it constructively and to carry it out.
Bravo for the Reading and District Accident Prevention
Group and the debate of the Reading Trades Union Council
if they prevent accidents at work.

And I wish T knew where those two cans of Paraquat
went to.

experienced staff.

cater for your every

Phone:

Come and relax in our comfortable and luxurious salon where we can

hair need.

10b BRIDGE STREET
READING 472312

W% -~ AA
HAIR STYLIST
CAVERSHAM
Spring into summer with a modern style created by our talented and
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CHANGE AND DECAY

IT HAS BEEN SAID THAT THE HUMAN MAKE-
UP CAN ONLY STAND A CERTAIN AMOUNT OF
CHANGE and although it has always been the lot of the
old to complain that things aren’t what they used to be,
when the young start saying the same kind of thing, one
does wonder if the time hasnlt come to call a halt, or at
least to slow up the process. Caversham itself has changed
rapidly in the last few years, but even more is visualised:
not necessarily for the worse.

If the new centre plan is adopted, with its scheme for
widening Reading Bridge and the consequent new road
patterns, there will be a great chahge of scene, although
the same volume of traffic will be passing through the
centre on its way to get across the Thames, albeit somewhat
speeded up. But saddest of all would be the fact that many
houses, still with a useful life ahead, will have to be
demolished in order to provide this modest benefit. Before
such drastic action is taken, it must be carefully compared
with the idea so widely favoured in Caversham and district,
for a third bridge to the East of Reading’s boundary.

The land between Church Street, Bridge Street and
the river would have taken on a very different appearance
had plans for building a supermarket, flats, offices and
garages been passed, but they were withdrawn. It will
however be necessary to keep a watchful eye on ithose sites
to make sure that whatever goes there is in keeping with
its surroundings.

Part of the surroundings is the row of old cottages
which erstwhile gave such an idyllic first impression to the
visitor to Caversham. These of late have fallen into a state
of neglect and decay, as Dr. Vincent pointed out in
February’s issue of The Bridge. When a sub-committee of
the Residents’ Association pointed out to the management
of Oakshott’s the widespread concern felt about the fate of

" RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT
by WATCHDOG

these old buildings, an immediate effort was made to tidy
them up. Certainly their appearance was much improved,
and for those readers who don’t like mustard, that is Oak-
shott’s house colours and they think it’s lovely. But the
roof to date remains in a state of advanced disrepair and
one wonders how much longer these buildings can remain
there. With so little of Caversham’s historic centre remain-
ing, it is going to be painful to see these buildings go, if
go they must.

Changes are also mooted on the outskirts. The rural
parishes have made it quite clear that they wish to see no
change in the boundaries apart from minor tidying up.
Residents within the built up area have also made it clear
that they would oppose any extension of Reading’s, which
is to say Berkshire’s, boundaries into the rural areas, if
that is what Berkshire contemplates. Just what support
there is for the idea that if Caversham ceded from Reading
and joined up with the five rural parishes, a viable local
government unit would emerge, remains to be seen. It
would certainly be preferable to seeing Berkshire claiming
and building over the five parishes.

OLD ROADS FOR NEW

Hemdean Road is one of the older roads of the parish
and never had any proper foundations. In addition, the
statutory undertakers (gas, water and electricity, in case
you don't know) have kept on digging holes in it for years.
At last it has got the new surface it deserves, but what

THE REV, AND MRS.
JOHN STEVINSON
Please note that their new
address is: 21 Park Avenue,
Roker, Sunderland. A feature
article on the family will
appear next month.

THE MAPLEDURHAM
REP RIDES AGAIN! The
seemingly endless optimism
of its hard core produced
two delightful evenings at the
Mapledurham Memorial
Hall when many of us had
already believed that yet an-
other restless generation of
stage amateurs has given up
the ghost. We shall have to

County Borough of
Reading
Reading Municipal
(Church) Charities

Admiral Coffin’s
Almshouses, Caversham

NOTICE is hereby given

that the Trustees will |[be less presumptious in the
meet shortly to elect two || future.

persons of good character,

who are members of the A well-balanced cast of

Church of England resid-
ing in Caversham, Lower
Caversham or Emmer
Green into a vacant Alms-
house in Westfield Road,
Caversham.

Applicants must be pre-
pared to produce sufficient
testimonials and  other
evidence of their qualifi-
cations for appointment

eight women and two men
presented Diana Morgan’s
“After My Fashion” — a
play about a film based on

LOCAL DRAMA

AFTER MY FASHION

serve Starcross’ image and
the inspiration derived from
ts

the life and adventures of
Sir Christian Starcross who *
perished with his companions i
The wives of other mem-
bers of Starcross' expedition
were played by Diana Baker,
Yvonne Taylor and Eileen
Wake. The film team con-
sisted of Christopher Odell,
Susan Flett and Patrick Ross.
Paula Day played the part of
Lady Starcross’ daughter and
Kathleen Bubb. who also
produced the play, appeared
‘“true to character” in the
role of the brusque house-
keeper. It was a good per-
formance and let us hope
there will be many more.

on his last expedition to a
city “in the clouds.” As the
play unfolded, the true
nature of Christian Starcross
came to light—a vain but
determined man won
fame and immortality
through bluff and disregard
for those helping him in
ignorance of his fatal ven-
ture, a man whose wife
(Barbara Sufton), although
betrayed for another woman
(Laurina Deighton), insisted
that the film be made to pre-

who

and unless physically dis-
abled, to attend in person

for interview by the
Trustees.
The successful appli-

cants will be required to
contribute a weekly sum
of £3 towards the cost of
maintaining  the  alms-
houses of the charity.

Application forms may
be obtained at the office of
the Clerk to the Trustees,
Mr. P. Blandy, 1 Friar
Street, Reading, and must
be completed and returned
to him not later than May
15, 1974.

Candidates will be noti-

fied when and where to
attend for interview.

— Walton Adams

by PAUL GORIUP

chaos reigned in the process. Let us hope that when a
busy road is repaired in future, there will be a little more
planning to prevent such confusion occurring. The asphalt
paths are to be welcomed. Flag stones have a habit of
breaking (assisted no doubt by cars and lorries parking on
them) and making the footway dangerous. A well known
resident of Caversham recently sustained serious cuts and
bruises through tripping on one of these stones. Pedestrians
should at least be safe on the pavement.

The widening of Henley Road is now completed. Gone
are the dips, bends and narrowness, but gone also is that
row of lovely trees.

One road that will not be welcome is one that will
take the increased flow of traffic over a widened Reading
Bridge to Peppard Road. We cannot afford to lose the
houses that it will displace. This is a change that we can
do without. ;

“JOE ” FOR MAYOR

Congratulations to Cllr. “Joe™ Bristow, for many
years a councillor for Caversham Ward, a native of
Caversham and now resident here. on being chosen first
mayor of the new district of Reading. If there must be
local government changes, at least the eight hundred year
old tradition of Reading having its own mayor has not
been broken.

SCOTTS of Caversham

(Bakers and Confectioners)

s

|

Hot Crusty Bread, Buns and Cakes,
baked on the premises.

Try our Take-Away Sandwich Bar,
Soups, Snacks, Drinks

Having a Wedding Reception,
Buffet Supper, Party, etc.?
Then let us quote you

32a CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Phone: Reading 4718384

HAVE YOUR SKIRTS & SLACKS
MADE TO MEASURE BY
SPIRELLA

VERA FLETCHER

9 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM

Reading 472414

Tel.

2000500002 SN0 000A000 00 AR00I00RRACNIINNNES e

Knitting Wools, Underwear, Lingerie, Stockings
and Tights.

\ South éhiltern C?horailr Society
ELIJAH

| Robert Carpenter Tumer John Kingsley Smith |
Conductor : Gwyn Arch
\ SATURDAY, MAY 4th, at 8 p.m. ‘
Chiltern Edge School, Sonning Common [
Tickets 60p and 40p at the door, or from

Mrs. Ann Burton, Pangbourne 2807.
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WITH KATY IN
CAVERSHAM

NOT FOR THE FIRST TIME, I'VE BEEN
TAKING A HARD LOOK AT THIS DISTRICT.
SPRING SUNSHINE MAKES ONE MORE THAN EVER
CONSCIOUS OF THE APPALLING STATE OF THE
ROAD AND MUCH OF IT IS OUR FAULT.
Whatever happened to the laws which made it illegal
to drop rubbish in the streets ? Whatever happened
about the laws against animals fouling the pave-
ments 7 Make no mistake—parts of this district
are a disgrace. It's amazing how much trouble some
folk take while others seem deliberately determined
to make the place a mess. At the back of our
house is an alley which, as far as | can discover
from the local authority, is nobody’s baby. Yet the
owners of some adjacent gardens have taken the
trouble to clear the patch at the back of their own
garden and even, in some cases, planted bulbs and
seeds; others, alas, use it as a dumping ground.

Parkenrs
auctioneers & estate agents

ﬂr@?j associated offices at

Reading, Caversham, Tilehurst, Woodley
Wokingham, Crowthorne, Fleet
Cheltenham, Hucclecote & Stroud

LOCALISED EXPERT ATTENTION
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM.
TEL. READING 478478

R. R. Clark & Partners

PROSPECT HOUSE, PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM.
TELEPHONE: READING 479349

LOCAL OFICES :—
TEL.: READING 55455

READING

TILEHURST TEL.: READING 22112
WOODLEY TEL.: READING 693999

|

|

Bookbinding

Books Rebound or Repaired
in Cloth or Leather. ‘
\

Also Old Books of interest Bought. ‘

BINDERCRAFT
195 OXFORD ROAD, READING
Tel

55424

CLASSICAL GUITAR CLASSES

for all age groups will be held on
Saturday mornings from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at
Church House, commencing early May.

The high standard of technique and musicianship

taught will enable students to take examinations up

to Diploma standard of the Associated Board of the

R.C.M. if they wish. Song accompaniment will also
be taught.

‘Phone Reading 475645 for advance enrolment

EMIGRATING

Many local people will know Susan Philligs
who, until her marriage to Tom Cannen at St. John's
in 1968, lived with her parents and her brother 'Barry
at Mayfield Drive. Susan attended the Hill Primary
and E.P. Collier School, and then worked as a
secretary at Kennet Bridge House. Since her
marriage she has lived in Twyford, but has main-
tained many of her links with Caversham.

By the time you read this, Susan ar)d Tom V\{ill
have gone to live in Adelaide, Australia, and I'm
sure her old friends will join us in wishing her a
very happy life in their new home and express the
hope that we shall have news of them from time to
time.

JOE RAMPTON

It was with great regret that we heard of Fhe

death of Joe Rampton at the end of March, following
a stroke shortly before. Joe was one of our links with
old Caversham, took a keen interest in local history
|and at one time supplied much material for the
“Bridge’’ on this subject. His small but beautifql
garden in Gosbrook Road, where he lived until
shortly after the death of his wife, is still remem-
bered and regretted by all those who knew it. Never-
theless, on his removal to the almshouses in West-
field Road, Joe continued to take an interest in what
was going on around him and was well-liked by those
he lived with, for whom he did many small services
in spite of frequent ill-health.

All of us who knew him are going to miss Joe
very much — his place in our community will not
easily be filled.

ST. MARTIN’S SCHOOL

ST. MARTIN’S, THE NEW R.C. PRIMARY
SCHOOL ON CAVERSHAM PARK VILLAGE,
OPENED AT MID-TERM WITH JUST 20 PUPILS,
AND WITH A HEADMASTER AND TWO STAFF.
It should have opened in September, 1973, but due to
failure in business of the contractors considerable delay
ensued. It was then decided to open in January, 1974
but once more there was a delay in completion; when
it finally opened at mid-term, children who should have
attended were accommodated at other local schools.
It is hoped that there will be some 50 pupils after Easter

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE MAY, 1974

A CLEARING
CENTRE FOR
VOLUNTEERS

A VOLUNTEER CENTRE IS A CO-ORDINAT-
ING CENTRE WHERE INFORMATION CAN BE
EXCHANGED ON THE NEEDS AND OPPOR-
TUNITIES FOR VOLUNTARY SERVICE IN AN
AREA. THERE ARE ALREADY 10 SUCH
CENTRES IN THE NEW COUNTY OF BERK-
SHIRE, AND THE FIRST STEPS WERE TAKEN
AT A MEETING ON 8th MARCH TO SET UP A
CENTRE IN READING.

The initiative in calling the meeting was taken by
the Reading and District Council of Social Service, who
sent out 800 invitations to all voluntary bodies in the
town who could be traced, and the attendance of over
150 was very encouraging. At the close of the meeting
it was agreed unanimously to go ahead.

The Centre will be located at 38 Caversham Road,
the home of the Council of Social Service and of the
Citizen’s Advice Bureau, and an organiser will be pro-
vided by the Council from its staff. Finance to cover
the initial expenses has been offered by Berkshire
County Council, and a Management Committee was
clected at the close of the meeting.

A vast amount of information about the needs of
the voluntary organisations has already been received,
and it is expected that the Centre will be opened by
mid May. It will only be able to offer help when it
is requested, and the amount of help that it can offer
will be determined by the number of individuals who
offer their services.

WHILE CAVERSHAM ALREADY HAS THE
BRIDGE SCHEME OF SOCIAL SERVICE WE
WISH THIS NEW VENTURE WELL, AND MAY
INDEED BE GRATEFUL FOR THE INTRODUC-
TIONS THAT IT WILL GIVE TO NEW VOLUN-
TEERS. THE ORGANISER CAN BE CON-
TACTED BY PHONE ON READING 599853—IF
YOU HAVE A TALENT TO OFFER, OR KNOW
OF A NEED IN ANY ORGANISATION WITH
WHICH YOU ARE CONNECTED, THIS IS THE
NUMBER TO RING.

Invest and save regularly with

Building Society
The ‘Portman’ who have had an
office in Reading for 15 years,
offer a courteous friendly and

efficient investment service. Call
and discuss the particular investment

and from then on a steady increase in numbers.

It is a semi-open planned building, bright and
cheerful. When the laying out of the ground is com- |

it | pleted, it will be a very attractive school indeed. The |

| hall is spacious and there is a small room attached
which is to be used as a Chapel and music room.
| Already Mass has been offered in the school for the
| children and from Easter onwards there will be Mass
on Sundays at 9.30 in the morning and a regular weekly
Mass for pupils and staff.

The Headmaster, Mr. Peter Warren, is best known
a professional tennis player who organised the
“Peter Warren Lawn Tennis School ”’; he intends to
develop sport in the school and also provide social
recreation facilities for those who may be interested.

| as

An exciting new school, dedicated to St. Martin
De Porres, the coloured saint who has become a world-
wide favourite because of his simple faith, his charity
and miracles—we look for a successful school under
his care.

B.D.

account you require with your
local Branch Manager.

Brian Hazell

or write or telephone for full
investment details,

Reading 52804/56260
£7.75% Capital sums
£8.00% Regular Savings

Portman

25 KING STREET
READING, RG1 2HE

Authorised for Investment by Trustees
Member of the Building Societies Association.

Walton Adams & Son
.

Photographers
Phone: Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

WEDDING AT HOME PASSPORT

PHOTOGRAPHS !

A.H. ALDRED ® SON

(Established 1920)
Domestic and Commercial Plumbers
Small-bore Heating Engineers

“* Tresworrow,”” 46 Summerlease Rd.,

All Hallows Road, Maidenhead,
Caversham. & Berks.
‘Phone: ‘Phone:

Reading 476191 Maidenhead 31046

CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT TRAINING
SOCIETY
20 Peppard Road,
Caversham, Reading
& Reading 471847
CHILDREN’S DAY CARE CENTRE
There are vacancies for children up to the age of five.
Charges: Mornings or afternoons 75p (to include a
o meal) payable weekly.
Application forms and further information obtain-
able from above address, Inspection invited by
appointment,
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK

May.

MAY, 1974

13th - 18¢h MAY

“Some people never forget Christian Aid Week,” says the campaign poster for

And looking at the words rather than the illustration one thinks immediately

of the 400,(}00 men and women who every year voluntarily give their time as collectors
and campaigners for Christian Aid. One also thinks of the millions who respond to
the invitation to give money.

But, looking at the picture

from Pangbourne to Caver-

Cattle Convoy

on the poster and the other sham Bridge. Youth groups The most immediate need
1974 Christian Aid Week or anyone else interested was to save as much as
material, one sees an addi- should contact John G. possible of the severely

tional and deeper meaning in
the words. A young African
studies a text-book while
training for a career which
will shield him from poverty
and  contributes to the
development of his country:
an Indian farmer surveys
crops on land rescued from
the ravages of drought; a
Sahelian herdsman inoculates
cattle to protect them, and
his livelihood, against des-
struction by disease; a former
Sudanese refugee returns
home and begins to help re-
build his old school and, in
a different sense, a new
nation., These people, and

Anderson, c¢/o The Anglican
Chaplaincy, 30  Shinfield
Road, Reading.

Reading’s Project—The West
African Drought

The West African
countries immediately south
of the Sahara. which form
the Sahelian zone, are facing
the worst drought in living
memory. Each year for the
past six year the rains have
failed and the nomadic tribes,
with their herds of -cattle,
have been gradually forced
to abandon their lands and
migrate south in search of
water, In the process a large

depleted herds. The cattle
which were still alive were in
poor condition and transport
was urgently needed to
enable the necessary
veterinary work to proceed.
This was the purpose of the
convoy of 23 vehicles which
David Smithers, Christian
Aid’s Deputy Director, suc-
cessfully led across the
Sahara. This expedition saved
£30,000 in transport costs
and enabled the vehicles to
be used four months earlier
than if they had been trans-
shipped in the ordinary way.
Catalysts of Change
The rehabilitation plans

fiousandgs jof - otiers like proportion of fhelr herds il dnclude the provision of 37
lh.cm,' never forget have died of thirst and many fresh animals for the nomadic Carcases of Mali Nomads’ cattle
Christian Aid ” because its of the remainder have con- ) ?

effect on their lives is lasting.

tracted diseases from which,

families and large re-
afforestation schemes to re-
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Reading aims for £10,000 ::/r;rcmci.:L:)m?J‘;g lfl‘_?:ljss’ n[::\esi place the millions of trees

Changing lives for the migration has overwhelmed :;Tﬁgmdfgd ?rogio;es?,[—}-iggf ANOTHER CHANCE TO SU PPO RT
better is the purpose and the southerly areas with ion ~schemes are also an
achievement of  Christian problems which threaten essential part of the pro- STAGG ERING FEET

Aid. In Reading this year,
the organisers of Christian
Aid, are aiming to raise at
least £10,000 in support of
that purpose. The project
chosen this time is relief and
rehabilitation (work in res-
pect of the West African
drought. Already £5,000 has
been promised in support of
this work.

Sponsored Raft Race
Saturday, 11th May

The race for home-made
rafts organised last year by
the University was a great
success and they are arrang-
ing another this year. The
course will be on the Thames

health, pasture and social
facilities. The economics of
botk abandoned lands and
the crowded reception areas
are in jeopardy.

So while foreign govern-
ments pour in thousands of
tons of grain and emergency
supplies to sustain life,
development  experts are
battling with the critical
problems of permanent re-
habilitation and of making
the Sahelian zone again
capable of supporting human
and animal life. It is in this
all-important long term
aspect that Christian Aid can
make the most realistic con-
tribution.

gramme. Plans for projects
on these lines are being care-
fully laid, and David
Smithers says: “ 1 believe we
may be about to embark on
what could be the biggest
programme ever undertaken
by Christian Aid, indeed per-
haps by any U.K. voluntary
agency. Here we have a
classic case of underdevelop-
ment which if not tackled
can only lead to further
disaster., By channelling a
large proportion of funds
into this single area we can
effectively demonstrate how
agencies like Christian Aid
can become successful cata-
lysts of change.

THIRD APPEARANCE

The world famous Carl
Dolmetsch Consort are mak-
ing their third appearance in
St. Peter’s Church when they
give a recital on behalf of
Christian Aid on Saturday,
May 18th at 8 p.m. The pro-

gramme includes music by
William  Byrd, Scarlatti,
Thomas Morley, Vivaldi and
other 16th and 17th century
composers. Admission is by
programme price 65p which
can be obtained from British

Rail, Western Tower, Station
Hill, Belle Boutique and
Messrs Kitcher’s in Church
Road, Caversham, Church
House or on Sundays at the
different Angiican Churches |
in the parish. |

]

Last year the Revd. Bernard Metcalfe raised £88 by taking part in the Christiar

Aid Walk.

If you wish to sponsor him, please send the form below to him

To the Revd. W. B. Metcalfe,

25 llkley Road, Caversham, Reading

This year, with your help, he is hoping to make it £100

I am willing to sponsor you on the Christian Aid Chiltern Walk at the rate of

per mile (please fill in amount).

Signed .

Address (Block Capitals)

HOLLOWAY'S

HENLEY ROAD - CAVERSHAM READING

Phone Reading 472766/7

AGENTS FOR MORRIS M.G. WOLSELEY
LEYCARE SERVICING UNIPART CENTRE

SELF-DRIVE HIRE CARS

AA and RAC APPOINTED

The Carl Dolmetsch Consort |-
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ROUND THE ANGLICAN
PARISH

About two hundred electors
were present at the different
annual mestings that were held
early In March. A further
ninety attended the parochial
meeting the following week
when Mrs. Anne Ridler, a well-
known Anglican poet and play
writer addressed the meeting
on the subject of “Language
and worship.” She sought to
draw attention both to the
gains and losses in the experi-
mental orders of Holy Com-
munion, Series 2 and 3. It was
apparent from the discussion
that her audience held divided
vlews, corresponding very
much to the views recently ex-
pressed in answer to the
questionnalire circulated
through the parish.

The folowing have been
alacted to office for the current
year.

Churchwardens: Messrs. F.
C. Moore and C. G. Page.

Church Councillors:

St. Peter's. Messrs. K.
Bennett and T. D. Birtwhistle
(District Wardens). Messrs. H.
Burton, C. Hubbard, J. Irvine,
E. G. A. Kynaston, E. M.

Smith, J. Stratford, Mrs. L.
Cropp, Miss W. Hill.

St. John's. Messrs. S.
Holmwood and P. Tipton
(District Wardens). Messrs.
K. Deane, K. J. Nicholls, Mrs.
|. Bickford, Mrs. D. Gillett,
Mrs. A. Yates, Miss K. Harris.

St. Andrew's. Messrs. A.
Burton and W. A. Vincent

(District Wardens). Messrs. G.
Canning, D. Cooper, R. A
Hogarth, N. Kent, J. Tomlin,
Mrs. P. Beabey.

St. Barnabas. Messrs. O.
Jewiss and D. Miles (District
Wardens). Messrs. R. Barnes,

G. Davles, M. Matthews, R.
Satchell, Mrs. B. Hutson, Mrs.

M. Russell.
Caversham Park. Mr. G.
Goldsmith, Mrs. S. Bould.

LADY DAY FESTIVAL

Nearly one hundred mem-
bers of the Mother's Union
were present on Lady Day for
the festival service which this
year was held in St. Peter's.
The preacher was the Rev.
Peter Symes, vicar of St.
Luke's, Reading who took as
his theme the importance of
gratitude, Tea was afterwards
served in Balmore Hall.

ST. JOHN'S NEWS

An interesting variety of
topics were covered by several
local clergy during St. John's
Mothers’ Union's pre-Easter
programme. Mr. J. Houghton
also contributed with a talk on
work with young people. At
the end of March Mrs. White-
way presented a cheque for
£30 to the Revd. S. Bartlett
for Family Festival funds. The
money was raised by the
Mothers’ Union and other
church members.

ST. ANDREW'S WOMENS
GROUP

The group has had an active
and interesting Spring session
organised by the Chairman
Mrs. Daisy Manser who is un-
fortunately retiring in April.
On February 13th a coach
party went to the Theatre
Royal, Windsor to see ‘Roar
like a dove''—a most success-
ful and enjoyable outing. The
February meeting clashed with
polling day in St. Andrew's
Hall, but thanks to the Rev.
B. Gardiner it went ahead as
scheduled—in the Church. St.
Andrew’s Church might not

STAN ELDON SPORTS

™

LT

Everything for

; Tennis  Football Table Tennis
Cricket Rugby Squash
Bowls Hockey Golf
Badminton Fishing
: *
i GREEN SHIELD STAMPS ON ALL PURCHASES
*
Access & Barclaycard Welcome
*
ST. MARTIN'S CENTRE
CAVERSHAM

Reading 473588

D.

Tel.

Craftsmen Butchers since 1824

H. R, STEVENS & SON

of 177 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING

TOP QUALITY ENGLISH MEATS & POULTRY
Branch: 101 London Street, Reading Tel. 52369
BACON AND COOKED MEATS \

52595
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CHURCH NEWS

appear to be the most adapt- The Choir Club has met in
able of buildings but a very the Hall and the Youth Fellow-
successful demonstration by ship has met twice; once for a
Kakebrand cooking chocolate house Communion and once
was given and coffee and for a joint meeting with a
biscuits served as usual. group of young Christians from

At the March meeting a Maldenhead — which was
Bring and Buy cake stall was @rranged by Yvonnike Roe.
held to raise funds for the  The Coffee Pot is now meet-
Playgroup started by Elizabeth ing in the Hall again and has
Atkinson in Woolwich. The had talks by the Kennet and
speaker was a representative Avon Canal Trust and on the
from the Green Shield Trading restoration of paintings.
Stamp Co.

The Annual General Meet-
I2n5ghof tlha group is on April
th followed by a Beetle- on M th e
drive. New members will be broo: Roaa';hwi‘,l-:éns ?:M?;,\s,_
very welcome. ship celebrate d their annivers-
- ary. Sister Gertrude Harmes
ST. PETER'S WIVES led the morning service when

St. Peter's Wives, at their anthems were sung by the
March meeting, heard of a Womens Fellowship Choir and
novel form of bargaining — the lesson was read by the
the Speaker was present in ex- President, Mrs. Julia Harris.
change _for two extra sausages The anniversary continued
for his  breakfast. The on Tuesday Evening with Holi-
scheduled speak.er having suc- day Slides of South Africa and
cumbed.lo a virus infection, various other places. Coffee
gha Chairman’s husband was and a buffet supper was

volunteered’’ at very short served.
notice to speak about his study
of graphology.

Looking ahead, the Wives
have a coach outing in May Ca
to the Berkshire Agricultural
College and look forward to a

WOMENS FELLOWSHIP
ANNIVERSARY

FESTIVAL OF QUEENS
After being crowned at East
versham Sunday School,
Queen Maria Neale of 96 May-
field Drive and her attendant

|
;\7”';5 ?/réevregeg:,o”f;(,:félf,’:iniﬁy Karen Rees went to the annual
at Home."" 9 Festival of Queens at Reading

Town Hall. Queen Maria wore

silver threaded crimplene

a
PARISH RETREAT dress trimmed with red velvet

Old Alresford Place will be ribbon and Karen wore a white
well known to many members nylon dress patterned with
of the Mother's Union, who pink rosebuds and trimmed
will, | know, have made pil- with pink ribbon. The dresses
grimages to the home of their had been specially made for
foundation. the occasion. They were

It was here that about 25 accompanied by purse bearer
members of the Anglican Donna Wright who was able
parish gathered at the end of t0 present to the National
March for a two-day retreat. Childrens Home the amount of
The weather was kind, the £25 from Sunny Smiles gifts.
house beautiful and the ser-
vice, organised by the Sisters ing the June Fair at Caversham
of Bethany, little less than Methodist Church on June 8th
luxurious. Hot-water bottles when she will be judging a
filled and tucked into beds competition for  children.
while we were at supper, was There will be lots to do and
just one of the little “extras’” see at this Fair so make a note
for which we were so grateful. in your diaries now. Look for

The retreat was conducted details in the next edition.

by our old friend, the Rev.
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS

Stacy-Waddy, until some 18
months ago, chaplain at Queen =~ METHODIST PLAYGROUP
A successful open meeting

Anne's; his talks were truly

thought-provoking, often amus- yas held in February. The sub-
ing, and extremely down to ject was *‘Nursery and Primary
earth. It was a treat to have Edycation—Any Questions?’’
the opportunity of meeting him Thg panel comprised Miss E.
again and though he and his sims, Principal of the Chiltern
wife now live far away in Mothercraft Training Society
Norfolk, it was obvious that he mrg. E. Caddy, Teacher at
had forgotten nothing about Battle Infant School, Mr. M.
Caversham, which helped to pBrown, Headmaster of Kid-
make it a “parish” retreat in more End C of E Junior School
the very best sense of the and Mr. A. Webb, Deputy
word. Headmaster of Caversham
TTdosr‘kof us I\(tvlhv::hlattendad Primary School.

WOLL e to take this oppor- A wide variety of questions
tunity of thanking  most were put to theypane? and the
sincerely all those who had a snswers given were both in-
hand in organising and running fgrmative and lively, the mem-
this retreat, which we hope pars of the panel frequently

Queen Maria will be attend- |

CLASS D: 1st Clare Simpson,
2nd Heather Collins, 3rd Jac-
queline Clarks.

All the ones mentioned
above are members of the
Girls' Brigade.

CLASS C: 2nd Mark Postles
of Caversham Helghts Sunday
School.

We say, “‘Congratulations”
to these winners and to the
others who entered and did so
well.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST
CHURCH

The Baptist Church boasts a
small but lively Men's Fellow-
ship and as part of its activi-
ties a trip was organised
recently for members and
friends to the Pendon Museum
of Miniature Landscape and
Transport at Long Wittenham
near Abingdon. The members
of the Fellowship were also
hosts at the Annual Supper of
the Berks Baptist Men's Move-
ment when some seventy
guests enjoyed a wonderful
meal—prepared by ladies of
course—and good company.

Organ Tuner Extraordinary

It was in September, 1912
that Mr. P. G. Phipps of
Oxford first tuned the organ
in the Baptist Church. Mr.
Phipps, now in his eighties,
has reluctantly decided that
the time has come for him to
curtail his activities and has
relinquished the task which he
has undertaken meticulously
for over sixty years. Mr.
Phipps must surely be a can-
didate for the Guinness Book
of Records.

Believers’ Baptism

On Easter Sunday Evening
five friends of the Baptist
Church witnessed to their
faith in Christ through the
waters of Believers’ Baptism
after which they received Com-
union and were welcomed
into full membership of the
Church by the Minister, the
Revd. L. Stevens.

Missionary Weekend

Recently the Baptist
Churches in Reading and
District held their annual
missionary weekend  when
missionaries  on furlough
visited the various churches
and took part in services and
other activities. This year the
local Church welcomed Miss

. M. Brain, who has been
active In educational work in
Zaire (formerly the Belgian
Congo) and Mr. Richard
Budden who has also served in
Zaire as a teacher. Mr. Bud-
den, a native of Reading and a
member of Wycliffe Baptist
Church, shared in a “‘plcnic
lunch’* to which children of
the Sunday School were in-
vited. Mr. Budden showed
transparencies depicting the
work on the mission field and
the children had the oppor-
tunity of talking to a “‘real live
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Temperance Queen

The Baptist Church is
proud that one of its younger
members, Miss Pamela Ide,
has been elected Reading
Temperance Queen for 1974/
75 and will be crowned at the
annual Festival on Saturday,
27th April. Pamela, a nursery
nurse, is a member of the 1st
Caversham Girls’ Brigade and
is a vocalist in the Baptist
Church's  Young Peoples’
Guitar Group.

Obituary

We record with regret the
passing of Mr. Leonard
Stevens of 148, Upper Wood-
cote Road on Saturday, 30th
March. Readers will recall that
Mr. Stevens featured in the
March issue of the ‘‘Bridge"
when he and his wife, Winnie,
to whom we offer Christian

Sympathy, celebrated their
Diamond Wedding Anni-
versary.

STATION MASS AT
ST. ANNE'S

The title STATION is of
ancient origin derived from
the latin STATIO. The custom
goes back a long way and is
connected with the Lenten
custom of fasting and pil-

grimage to churches where
people joined in the church
services.

Pope Paul declared 1974 a
Holy Year, a year when mem-
bers of the Roman Catholic
Church are called on for
reformation and reconciliation
in their daily lives. In other
words, it is to be a year of
spiritual renewal marked by
repentance and pilgrimage to
designated churches  both
National as well as in Rome.

The Shrine of Our Lady of
Caversham, dating back to the
11th century and now restored
in St. Anne’s Church with a
pre-reformation statue of Our
Lady and Child, is designated
as one of the centres of pil-
grimage in the archdiocese of
Birmingham.

The first STATION MASS in
the South Oxford Deanery took
place at St. Anne’'s on Tues-
day evening, 19th March,
when Bishop Emery concele-
brated Mass with eight Priests
of the Deanery. Some 250
people were present including
visitors from Henley, Sonning
Common, Dorchester, Watling-
ton and Thame, most of whom
received Holy Communion.
During the Mass the shaking
of hands was passed from a
Priest on the altar and from
person to person throughout
the church, symbolising unity,
which Is the sign of the Mass,
unity in Service and Sacrifice
as Christians.

After the Mass, the Blshop,
Priests and congregation met
informally in St. Anne’s Hall
where light refreshments were
provided; the evening was one
of historical interest and was
a memorable occasion for
those who were present.

meeting which was held on _ The Playgroup meets in the
March 12th Mr. G. W. 0. School Hall in Highmoor Road
Price did not offer himself for on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and
re-election as churchwarden Fridays and enquiries may be
as he is shortly moving away made to Mrs. June Davies,
from the parish. In his place Reading 471105.

Mr. W, Thomas was appointed
and Mr. B. A. Martyn-Johns

AWARDS IN READING

Tel.: Reading

J. STRONG & SONS
Builders and Contractors
We shall be pleased to build Guildway
Bungalows on your own land.
Guildway Approved Builders.
32 ARDLER ROAD, CA
READING RG4 0AQ

473177 & 472881

Wasd re- ’MI dHas the other
warden. ss Hawthorn and
Mrs. H. Solloway were re- Sl ane) Ak
elected to the Church Council Caversham Methodist young
along with four new members, People have excelled them-
Mr. H. Matthews, Miss J. selves in this year's Reading
Banks, Mrs. J. Barnett and Jemperance Examination.
Mrs. J. Wright. That's the spirit |

1st Caversham Girls’
Brigade won the Large Shield
for the highest total points.
They meet every Friday even-

TEMPERANCE SOCIETY

ST. BARNABAS’ NEWS

St. Barnabas Church lost one
of its oldest members by the

death of Mr. Albert Waltham, \N@ at Caversham Methodist

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD. §
Building Contractors
Renovations in all Trades Decorations

Church, Gosbrook Road. The
Small Reading Shield for the
highest average was awarded
to Caversham Heights
Methodist Church, Woodcote

aged 83. Mr, Waltham was
one of the original residents of
Grove Road where, owing to
the premature death of his wife
he brought up his family
singlehanded. He was very g

active and was a familiar  The prize winners were:

Fitted Carpets

will become a regular feature grawing on their own experi- missionary"” about his work. B.D.
of our parish life. w.p, onces toillustrate their replies.
D. As on previous evenings of a
similar nature, this meeting ]
ST. MARGARET'S p:’oved to be very popular with
MAPLEDURHAM playgroup parents and C .
i urtains Pelmets
At the annual parochial friends.

Loose Covers

John Kitcher & Son Litd.

Carpets Cleaned on Site by thc latest Foam
method also Protasil protected

52 CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 472306

SPRING

Caversham Fabrics

Come and see our range of

[ ] Blinds and Curtains a speciality [ ]

4 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM

FABRICS

=

figure cycling around Emmer CLASS A: 2nd Denise
Green up to 3 weeks before his Bentley; CLASS B: 1st Janice
death. McLellan, 2nd Pauline Clarke;

‘Phone: Reading 475169

SRESRIIIIRNSISE
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EMMER GREEN READING  Tel. 471595 ﬁ
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FAMILY FESTIVAL DIARY |

“FAMILY FESTIVAL—THEN

MAY, 1974

IT'S NOT FOR ME, I HAVENT GOT A

FAMILY ! " THAT IS TYPICAL OF SOME COMMENTS HEARD BY THE

FESTIVAL'S ORGANISERS.

This, of course, is nonsense and a misunderstanding.

The Festival is not only I'pr' families, it is for the single, the widowed, the divorced,
orphans, students, people living or working away from their homes and family, in fact

for anyone and everyone, whoever and whatever they are.

There is something taking place during the Festival for every member of the

community.

This is especially true of the Family Conference on Sunday, May 12th, at High-

down Comprehensive School, Emmer Green.

It will take the form of an afternoon

conference, with workshops and projects for age groups from toddlers to senior
citizens, on the theme * The Family in Modern Society."”

The main speaker will be
Dr. Jack Dominian, a con-
sultant psychiatrist, member
of the Marriage Guidance
Council, author of books on
family life and a committed
Christian,

The Conference “proper”
starts at 1.30 p.m., but people
may bring picnic lunches and
use the school swimming
pool from noon onwards.
Application forms are avail-
able from Church House or
telephone Rev. Stephen Bart-
lett (475152).

The Festival is not just a
matter of understanding
what being a Family means
and enjoying oneself as a
Family, it is also about help-
ing those in need. who are
deprived of a Family life.
Helping, in this case, means
raising cash for fthe four
charities adopted by the
Festival.

These charities are: the
Reading and District Council
of Churches Housing Trust;
Help the Aged; the Simon
Community for the Homeless
and the Reading Society for
Mentally Handicapped
Children.

The main money-raising
events will be the Festival
Shop in Caversham, and the
Festival Fair.

The shop will need glass
and china ware, home made
articles, preserves, household
goods and good secondhand
clothes. The shop will be
open from June 29th to July
6th, and home-made cakes
will be needed each day. If
you think you can help or
donate goods please contact
Miss Kift, 2 Darell Road, or
your church representative.

Similary the Fair in
Caversham Court on Satur-
day, July 13th, will mneed
goods to stock stalls such as
sweets, bottles, knitting and
needlework, and cakes. Mr.
Ted Boulding of 35, Oakley
Road, can put you in touch
with the stall-holders.

Raising money for the
Festival charities and setting
up a new record at the same
time, that is the task the
young pecple of St. Peter’s
have set themselves during
the Festival. The way they
intend to do it is to collect
a MILE OF HALF-NEW
PENNIES !

If they succeed, as well as
having achieved a recprd,
they will also have raised
over £470 — to be exact
£470.20, as there are 18 4p’s
to the foot.

This they cannot do with-
out your help, of course, they
will need every 4p that they
can get. So start collecting
those cumbersome, fiddly,
little coins now. Empty out
your pockets, purses, hand-
bags, clean out the car—you
will be surprised where they
turn up—in fact try looking
in your trouser turn-ups, if
you have any !

Keep the coins until Satur-
day, July 6th, and bring
them along for the half-
penny mile.

If you cannot bring your
coins along, give- them to

someone else to bring, or
give them to your churches
Festival representative.

While the adults indulge in
the ancient English pastime
of the Cricket Match on
Saturday, July 6th, at Maple-
durham Playing Fields, the
youngsters will also have a
chance to use up their sur-
plus energy and compete
against each other in a pro-
gramme of sports and races
at the same place. So bring
your kids along and let them
join in the fun.

el

FAMILY
FESTIVAL

Has your Family started
scrapping yet? No, not
actually fighting, but getting
the Family Scrapbook to-
gether for the Festival Scrap-
book Competition described
in the last issue. Don't leave
it too late before you start,
remember the scrapbooks
have to be finished by and
handed in on June 15th. Now
is your Family’s chance to
win a £10 gift voucher. Entry
forms and rules are available
at your church or from Mrs.
Doreen Bennett, 157 Upper
Woodcote Road.

A FESTIVAL AND
AN ANNIVERSARY

As part of the Family Festival to be held in Caversham during the last week of
June, St. Peter’s Church will once again be decorated with flowers arranged by local
helpers and members of the Thames Valley Flower Arrangement Club. Many people
will no doubt recall the superb decorations created by this Club for Mayday week
in 1970, and the Festival will be in the nature of a double event for the Club celebrates
its 21st anniversary in October this year.

Following its inauguration
in 1953 the Club held its first
Annual General Meeting on
October 27th 1954 at Wat-
lington House since when it
has had many changes of
venue before settling in its
present meeting place at the
Sir Hermann Gollancz Hall,
Clifton  Street, Reading.
Upon the occasions when a
larger audience has to be
accommodated Club mem-
bers meet at All Saints’ Hall,
Downshire Square.  Seven
founder members still attend
the meetings regularly, and
have seen the membership
rise from an initial 30 to the
present total of over one
thundred.

A high standard of work
is now expected from mem-
bers of the Thames Valley
Flower Arrangement Club
many of whom have achieved
considerable status through
participating in competitions
within and outside the Club.
Among the members are

strators and several who
have obtained City and
Guilds diplomas or are
studying for these at the
moment, Demonstrators visit-
ing the Club from all parts
of the country are among the
best recommended by
N.A.F.AS.. the national
society which lays down the
guide lines for Flower Clubs.

Festivals in which the
Thames Valley Club have
participated were held at St.
Laurence’s Church, Reading
in 1971, at Sulhamstead and
Ufton Nervet Churches in
1972 and at Checkonden
Church in the same vear, all
of which were planned by
Mrs. K. M. Sagar, who last
year retired after many years
as Chairman of the Club.

The Club’s 2Ist anni-
versary is to be celebrated by
a luncheon and demonstra-
tion at Grosvenor House
Hotel Caversham, on 25th
September. New members
are welcome at the meetings

competent judges, demon-held on the last Wednesday

ST. PETER'S FLOWER FESTIVAL

Friday, Saturday, Sunday

June 28,

29, 30

" Teas and Refreshments in Caversham Court.
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One of the many fine floral arrangements at the 1970 Flower Festival at St. Peter's
-Walton Adams

in every month and visitors
may attend on payment of
30p. Apart from a skilled
demonstrator and competi-
tions there is a sales table
from which floral art acces-
sories may be purchased.
and encouragement is given
to novices.

E.F.

THE FLOWER CORNER

(Mary Hooper and Patricia Collins)

*

FLORAL EXPERTS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

*

139 CAVERSHAM ROAD
READING, BERKS.

Tel.: READING 52856

(Corner of Uplands Road).

ANOTHER SERVICE FOR
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS

HALLMARK CARDS AND GIFT WRAP. etc.
AT

CONISBORO’ STORES

‘Phone : 472582

Plus all our usual services at

CONISBORO AND HILLTOP STORES

Ladies’ Hair Stylist now open again
5} days a week (half-day Wednesday)
'Phone : Reading 472569
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GALLERY VIEWPOINT

NOT WITH A BANG NOR YET A WHIMPER, ON
MARCH 26th, 1974, READING BOROUGH COUNCIL
SLID PEACEFULLY OUT OF EXISTENCE, having
ordered the affairs of the town for the past 86 years, often
with foresight, sometimes with stupidity but always con-
cientiously. For a body that was first formed in the heyday
of Victorian England it might be appropriate to describe
its record as ‘ worthy,” a complimentary adjective much
prized in those days, though it may be modishly devalued
in these sardonic '70s.

At one time there was a possibility that this last meeting
would be the scene of a scintillating setpiece of verbal fire-
works demonstrating the party political dynamite never far
below the surface of a modern town council—all of which
would have been thought both unseemly and slightly ridicu-
lous by the founding members of 1886. However, the
Labour group decided not to go forward with an amend-
ment asking the new Education Minister to reconsider local

plans for secondary education, and as nobody had anything |

of note to contribute on any other item the members sig-
nalled approval of the proceedings of seven committees in
just about as many minutes.

In fact it looked as though the Council was racing to
its demise with almost indecent haste until Education was
and then there was an opportunity to listen to
a final debate on a controversial subject but one
\ve an opportunity to hear for the last time two
party leaders who are retiring from active politics. Clr.
Bob Towner has led the Socialists for three years. He is
young, efficient and dedicated. His debating style may scem‘
to some a trifle sulky, as though he is for ever trying to
wriggle a king-size chip off his shoulder, but he has led his
roup with flair and success. gaining the respect of both his

opponents and the Town Hall establishment.

reached,
not only
which

S, 055,

SWITCH OFF SOMETHING
Why not switch off everything

MATHEMATICS ;Z
COACHING | $ e Somforaste. accommoda-

‘ tion—friendly companionship—

Elementary to “'O* and | § excellent meals — reasonable
GAM T | terms with care and nursing for
A" levels | € the elderly at

‘ |
32 Matlock Road | Blagrave Farmhouse

|
Caversham | Nursing/Rest Home
'Phone: 478169 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
6-9 p.m. Monday to Reading, Berks., RG4 7JX
at ay
Saturday. Mrs. |. Banks, Matron

Reading 473499

C. WISE
9 CHURCH STREET,

CAVERSHAM Il
CLOSING DOWN

all stocks must be cleared

|
|
‘ Tel.
[
|

‘ Electricity Contractor

!‘1 2 CHESTER STREET,

I CAVERSHAM
Tel.: Reading 472247

CARE AND NURSING FOR}) | J™* -~
THE ELDERLY AND TIEN-TIEN HOUSE
] CON'VALESCENT Chinese food to take away
St. Edmund’s Fish and Chips

Rest Home 27 PROSPECT ST.,
31 ALEXANDRA ROAD CAVERSHAM
READING 'Phoned orders welcome
LEang'or sh(;r( (t;ermlperlods Tel. Reading 472565
es al t | . . o
'azco:nmo::u:imen " I;f;)(;x.-pFn. n;ld-day un't;]‘
Telephone Mrs. Conwa | 2L P, Pi el
10: vacai\ciesnw £ mldmghtm Slaturday (ISLJ(;
READING 61322 e ot a1 i
‘ Sunday 5.30 p.m. to 12.

-

VANDERPUMP &

woereump & 11| W, YEATES
(and Wellesley-Smith |} | LIMITED

| & Co.) | Central Heating

Auctioneers, Land & Estate
Agents, Surveyors & |
Vi

and Plumbing
Complete systems designe:

It was appropriate that his last political speech in the
chamber should be on the subject of secondary school
reorganisation. for Bob Towner has always been one of the
most forceful advocates of a fully comprehensive system
in education. No doubt he was sorry he had to explain
why it was decided to abide by a committee decision not to
ask the Minister to re-open the case for the inclusion of
Reading and Kendrick schools into a comprehensive scheme.
But as Berkshire Council was about to take over the town’s
educational responsibilities he thought it only proper that
any such moves should be made by fthem.

Councillor Day for the Liberals congratulated Councillor
Towner on his decision and suggested the Berkshire
Authority might well come down in favour of total inte-
gration in Reading and other members, Tory and Labour,
joined in the song of praise for a logical decision to leave
the matter with the new authority, though some of the
former couldn’t resist reminding the council that the

softlee softlee catchee monkey ™ advice came originally
from the Labour Education Minister himself.

But it was when Ald. Ted Busby rose to make his con-
wibution that the sense of occasion came alive. Nearly
thirty years a members of the authority, the last thirteen
as leader of the Conservatives, he too has made Education
one of his main concerns and for many years was Chair-
man of the Committee. Listening to him speaking in the

SUNDAY SERVICES
IN MAY

ANGLICAN
St, Peter’s
Holy Communion.

9.15 am. PARISH COMMUNION.
10.30 a.m. Family Service (3rd Sunday).
11.00 a.m. Matins (not 3rd Sunday).
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion (3rd Sunday).
12.15 p.m. Holy Communion (lst Sunday).
6.30 p.m. Evensong (not 3rd Sunday).
St. John’s
8.00 am. Holy Communion.

| 9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.
4.00 p.m. Evensong (Ist Sunday).

St. Andrew's
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
6.30 pm. Evensong (not 3rd Sunday).
St. Barnabas’
| 8.00 am. Holy Communion.
9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST
| 11.00 am. Family Service (2nd Sunday).
[ 6.30 p.m. Evensong (2nd Sunday).
St. Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (2nd and 4th Sundays)
9.15 am. PARISH COMMUNION
(4th Sunday, Matins)
10.00 a.m. Family Service (2nd Sunday)

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

| 10.45 a.m. Morning Service
6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

§ CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
" 11.00 a.m. Morning Service.

6.30 p.m. Evening Service

| CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)
11.15 a.m. Ecumenical Half Hour Family Service.

METHODIST CHURCHES

Caversham Heights
11.00 a.m. Morning Service.
\ 6.30 p.m. Evening Service

11.00 a.m. Morning Service.

‘ Caversham
6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St. Anne’s

8.00 a.m., 9.30 am., 11.00 am.,, 7.00 p.m. Mass
Our Lady of Caversham

8.30 and 10.30 a.m. Mass,

|

|
aluers ‘ | #and installed by Qualifi
40 PROSPECT STREET ‘ Engineers
CAVERSHAM
21 R
Tel.: 479715/6 ||| e

Caversham, Reading E

i
Also at Reading, Woodley Tel.: Reading 471016 Ii
H

\ and Wallingford, Berks. |

Follow the trend to

THE YARD

sloanc'v 8T., CAVERSHAM.

Peter Shock

Motor Coaches
131 Hemdean Road,

Caversham, Reading Yieione: '.'ﬁ"’i‘mf.?ﬂ' EY:
Tel: Reading 473793 (e e B ST

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

There is no United Reformed Church in
Caversham. The nearest is at York Road,
Reading.

Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.
Minister: The Rev. Stephen Haine,

41 Highmoor Road. Tel. 477490.
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typical Busby manner, combining telling facts with a kindly
sense of humour, must have brought home to everyone how
much poorer his retirement will make the new District
Council and the Tory Group in particular.

There were other farewell appearances at this, the final
meeting of the Borough Council. There was Ald. Charles
Evans for instange, not only the Father of the Council but
probably its most popular member. Caversham in particular
has much for which to thank Charlie Evans who was
representative for the ward from 1935 until he became an
Alderman. Ald. Stanley Woodrow was also one of those to
retire, and like Aldermen Evans and Busby is a Freeman
of the Borough.

As the end of official business there were valedictory
speeches from the leaders of the three parties and each
regretted, not only the departure of many long serving
councillors, but also the end of the old system of local
government by county boroughs. There were doubts on
all sides that the new system would work as well as the
old. and the Town Clerk pointed out that though some
rural areas would benefit, the service to towns such as
Reading might well be less direct. In the coming years we
may well regret the passing of the old form of Local
Government, seeemed to be the general opinion of most
representatives. It was all rather a shame and the mandarins
of Whitehall may have made a notable bloomer but good
luck to the new District Council in its effort to make things
work.

So for the last time the members of Reading Borough
Council filed into the Small Town Hall to take a farewell
glass of champagne with the last Mayor of the Borough. It
seemed a pity that they could not have been presented with
something a little more durable to mark the end of what
was indeed a very worthy institution.

CAVERSHAM METHODIST CHURCH
Gosbrook Road
Sunday, May 5th
YOUNG PEOPLE’S DAY. 11 a.m./6.30 p.m.
Preacher: Revd. Terence R. Harris.
Young people will be taking part in both
Services.
Sunday, May 12th

11.00 a.m. Canon John Grimwade.
6.30 p.m. Revd. Terence R. Harris.
Sacrament of Holy Communion.
Sunday, May 19th
11.00 a.m. Revd. Christopher Wiltshire.
A student from “Wesley College” Bristol.
6.30 p.m. Revd. John V. Wilson.
Sunday, May 26th
11.00 a.m. Revd. Leslie Stephenson.
6.30 p.m. Dr. John Ogden.
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST
CHURCH, Woodcote Road
Sunday, May 5th
11.00 a.m. Revd. C. Dennis Phippen.
6.30 p.m. Revd. S. Maurice Wendt,
Sunday, May 12th
11.00 a.m. Revd. Terence R. Harris.
6.30 p.m. Mr. W. S. Earle.
Sunday, May 19th
11.00 a.m. Revd. Paul Ellingworth
from The United Bible Societies.
6.30 p.m. UNITED SERVICES FOR
CHRISTIAN AID
Revd. John H. Wallace.
Sunday, May 26th
11.00 a.m. Revd. Brian Gardener.
6.30 p.m. Revd. Terence R. Harris.

oo

GARDEN MAGHINERY SERVIGES

6 BANBURY GARDENS CAVERSHAM
RDG 473308
Sales and service

Always large stock

Agents for:— of NEW and
FLYMO RECONDITIONED
MOUNTFIELD MACHINES
HAYTER

ATCO etc. FREE ESTIMATES

47 HEMDEAN RD., CAVERSHAM. Tel: 471632

Hemdean Stores

B. R. COOPER
ORDERS DELIVERED.
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Round the Clubs

ROSEHILL EMMER GREEN
W.l.

The new Committee elected
were Mrs. Sansum President,
Mrs. James Secretary, Mrs.
Burtenshaw Treasurer, Mrs.
Ramsbottom, Delegate to the
Spring Council meeting gave
her report. Eight members
attended, Mrs. Honor Wyatt
spoke on working for the BBC,
on March 28th. The Annual
Group meeting was held at
Rosehill. After the Presidents’
addresses an interesting talk
on “‘Ladies Headdresses
through the ages’ was given
by Miss Hibbard, who herself
wore a handmade period cos-
tume. An excellent buffet was
provided and beautiful floral
arrangements much admired.
The highlight was the produc-
tion of five short plays written
and produced by each of the
institutes in competition. Son-
ning Gleve were the cup
winners, Rosehill  second,
Maiden Erleigh third. At the
April meeting 8 new members
were received. Mrs. Arkle
guest speaker, spoke on
“*Children’s literature.”

MAPLEDURHAM W.I.

Mapledurham  W.l.  held
their A.G.M. on Friday, 8th
March. Mrs. Curtis, a V.S.0.
for Oxfordshire who comes
from Checkonden W.l.,
attended. It was a very lively
and interesting meeting, Mrs.
Bramwell, the retiring Presi-
dent, was warmly thanked for
all her hard work in the past
year and the financial report
read. The whole hall heaved
a large sigh of relief when
Mrs. Griffiths nobly volun-
teered to be the new President
—right up until the meeting
started it was feared that
Mapledurham might have to
close down, for lack of a
President. Everyone enjoyed
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their  tea
decided.

The annual general meeting
was held in St. Andrew’s Hall
on March 19th when voting
took place to elect the com-
mittee for the coming year.
Mrs. Betty Oxbourne was re-
elected president and Mrs.
Lawford and Mrs. Fry again as
secretaries. A coach party was
arranged to attend the Spring
Council meeting at Oxford on
March 20th.

once that was

CAVERSHAM PARK W.I.

At the A.G.M. Mrs. Gillett
was re-elected President and
Miss Powell was re-elected
Secretary. Mrs. Harding is the
newly elected Treasurer. A
report was given on the Insti-
tute’s activities during the
year and Mrs. Loram was
awarded the competition
trophy for 1973/74. The com-
petition for a spring floral
arrangement was won by Mrs.
Mann.

BLAGRAVE W.I.

Mrs. Wilkie presided over
the Annual Meeting, held in
The Memorial Hall, Upper
Woodcote Road, Caversham,
and welcomed Miss M.
Latham (ex County Secretary)
also Mrs. K. Bubb and Mrs.
Turner from Maplewood W.I.,
who acted as tellers for elec-
tion of the new Committee.

Miss Latham gave an in-
teresting talk on "“Making the
most of your membership.”

Annual Reports were read
and adopted and Mrs. Wilkie
thanked members of the Com-
mittee and others who had
assisted in the smooth run-
ning of the Institute over the
past year.

Mrs. Price made final
arrangements for the Group
Meeting, also outings to
Glass Factory and Theatre.

High Street
Goring
‘Phone 2526

AND

Colebrook (Meat) Ltd.

3 PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM
‘Phone: READING 471584

TOP QUALITY MEAT, POULTRY

DELIVERIES TWICE WEEKLY
MEAT SUPPLIED FOR HOME FREEZERS

69 Lynchford Road
Farnborough
‘Phone 41491

FISH

Reading

modelling

16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

Visit our North Reading
SPORTS AND HOBBIES CENTRE

for

Rugby— Squash — 'Hockey — Football — Tennis
Cri(g:k;'t __ Badminton — Chess — Darts — Hiking
Canoes — Rifles — Bowls — Table Tennis — Aero-
Kits — Engines — Radio Control Units

Model Boats — Military AF.V.s — Rio & Solido _

477122

Could you have a

HORSE or PONY
If only you had somewhere to keep It?

COLLINS END RIDING CENTRE

provides expert care, jumps, saddleroom and
lovely hacking.

Come and stay all day

HARDWICK ESTATE,
WHITCHURCH, READING, RG8 7RB

Mrs. Wilkie was re-elected
President, Miss  Reynolds
Secretary and Mrs. Wright the
new Treasurer. The Competi-
tion was Home-made Cookies
was won by Mrs. Sholl and
the Raffle prize by Miss D,
Chapman.

EMMER GREEN
TOWNSWOMENS GUILD

Meetings are still being
held in the Church Hall but it
is hoped to get back to the
school after the Easter holi-
days. There was no speaker at
the February meeting. A short
film on gas conversion was
shown and the evening
finished with a Social includ-
ing Community singing much
enjoyed by all.

The speaker for March was
Mrs, J. Austin a newspaper
reporter whose subject was
" How the other half live.”
Mrs. Austint reated the main
theme of her talk on other
peoples problems in a light-
hearted manner which proved
interesting and amusing.
Nevertheless her audience
were left in no doubt that she
wet to a great deal of trouble
to pass the more serious prob-
lems on to the organisations
most suited to deal with them
and that the lesser ones were
dealt with in a most under-
standing manner.

MapledurF\mPafish

Council

The monthly meeting of the Mapledurham Parish‘
Council was held on Thursday, March 14th, 1974. Mr. |
B. A. Fowles, chairman of the Council, presided at the |

meeting.

The Council were given firm information regarding the
building development for the new pavilion. )
that work will commence towards the end of April, and the

CAVERSHAM AFTERNOON
TOWNSWOMENS GUILD

Where can vyou travel
absolutely free to any part of
the country on three days each
month? The answer is, if you
are an old age pensioner and
live in Holland. This was one
of the fascinating pieces of in-
formation given to Caversham
Afternoon Guild by Mrs. C.
Symons when she spoke on
’Education and the Social
Services in Holland."" This talk
was followed by a “Balloon
Debate.” Four members with
chosen occupations are up in
an imaginary balloon, three
must be jettisoned and only
one could be saved, would it
be the farmer, the miner, the
business man or the Prime
Minister ?  After an amusing
debate it was agreed that the
farmer had put forward the
best case for his survival. The
jumble sale had been a great
success and part of the pro-
ceeds would be given to the
Caversham Derby and Joan |
club. A group of members en-
joyed a visit to the Ideal Home
exhibition in London where
they were able to see an exhi-
bition of work from Towns-
women over the whole of the
British Isles. With the
approaching conversion to
natural gas in Caversham, the
Guild saw a film at the Gas

Showroom explaining what
would happen during this |
operation. |

It is hoped

Council were advised that, subject to the availability of‘

labour and materials, the work will take about 26 weeks
from commencement to completion. |

The Council were not able to give any further deta\ilsJ
regarding the proposals to revise parish boundaries as no |
further positive information has been received from any

source.
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TO HIRE A HALL |

BALMORE HALL

Secretary: Mr. D. F. Osbourn, 15 Ilkley Road.
Tel. 472953.

CAVERSHAM HALL
Secretary: Mrs. C. H. Jordan, 7 St. John’s Road.

CHURCH HOUSE, CHURCH STREET

Secretary: Mr. V. T. Smith, 62 Woodcote Road.
Tel. 476388.

MAPLEDURHAM MEMORIAL HALL

Secretary: Mrs. L. F. T. Bartlett, 143 Upper Wood-
cote Road. Tel. 471863

ST. ANDREW’S HALL

Secretary: Mr. J. Tomlin, 32 Kidmore Road
Tel. 473809

ST. BARNABAS HALL
Secretary: Mr. C. H. Cox, 160 Hemdean Road

TRENCH GREEN HALL

Secretary: Mr. V. Tanner, 4 Bardolph Close,
Mapledurham. Kidmore End 2550.

WEST MEMORIAL HALL

Secretary: Mr. N. S. Ide, 3 Ibstone Avenue
Tel. 477007

e

MILWARDS

Church Street, Caversham

Put yourselt in

SHOES |

*x

\
|

|
|

South Oxon District Coun- |
cil are to implement a revisegl‘
procedure for planning ;\pplh‘
cations.  Under the |
method, they are asking|
parish councils to give their
comments on planning appli-
cations within two weeks of
receipt. This will inevitably
speed up the timetable for |
persons who are considering
a development in this area.

The Council were advised
of the several reasons given
by Oxfordshire C.C. concern-
ing the County Council’s re-
fusal for the development of
the 230 housing units at
Chazey Heath that was under
consideration last summer.
The Parish Council are natur-
ally pleased to have this in-
formation, and to know that
such a large development was
strongly opposed by the
County Council.

The Council noted with
interest that  Oxfordshire
Education Committee had
made an application for a
primary school site at the top
end of Hemdean Bottom, as
a possible alternative to the
ones suggested in Shepherd’s
Lane, Mapledurham. It was
noted that the Shepherd’s

new |

cern because of the probable
necessity to seek compulsory
purchase order powers if they
wish to acquire this latter
site.

It was noted that the pro-

posal to erect three houses at
Warren Court had been re-

jected by the Oxfordshire
(eiel

and hardware
and tools

MAGNAKEY LIMITED

25 CHURCH STREET
Telephone — Reading 479917

the FULL range of BIB HI-FI Audio accessories

the FULL range of AUDIO PACK connections and accessories
and GOLDRING styli
and AMTRON audio and electronic construction Kits

and electrical sundries

not forgetting our tool sharpening and key cutting service

Large free car park behind St. Martins Precinct

Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 8 p.m. t

for

‘SUPREMA’

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

We're Open 6 Days a Week

32B CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
PR L S e e

OFFERS

AT
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YOUNG CAVERSHAM

IT IS MY USUAL CUSTOM ABOUT THIS TIME OF THE YEAR TO
COMMENT ON THE ACTIVITIES OF THE TWO CAVERSHAM BOYS’ CLUBS

DURING THE WINTER

SESSION. Both organisations have settled in at the

Reading Athletic Club’s premises in Kiln Road, Emmer Green, following an emergency
evacuation from the Toc H Centre brought about by the enforcement of restrictions
on the use of the building by the Fire Authority.

On the Ball
The Indoor Games Tour-
naments were organised as in
previous years. They have
always aroused immense en-
thusiasm among the mem-

bers. Individuals and teams
have competed in area and
county events with several
notable achievements result-
ing. Anthony Bateman, of
West Caversham, won the
Reading Borough  junior

draughts competition in Nov-
ember and went on to win
the Berkshire junior cham-
pionship a month later. West
Caversham'’s five-a-side soccer
themselves

team proved
worthy winners of the Berks
Boys’ Clubs Senior Plate
competition, and were main-
taining a healthy position in
he South Oxfordshire Senior
e until fixtures were
al joned because of the
power Ccrisis Nicky Ford

was selected to play for Berk-
hire Boys in the Gillette Cup,
the county having reached the
semi-final, when they were

beaten by London Boys' with a resounding 15-1 vic-
Clubs 2-1 at Catford. Geoff tory over Park Place, Henley.
Powell, the club’s ping-pong
supremo, lost the final set to
Neil Buckingham, of Emmer 1 hope you all carefully
Green Youth Club, in the read in last month’s “*Bridge”
Berkshire table tennis cham- Stan Eldon’s comments on
pionship. the fitness of young people.
. A Being in agreement with him
Lowfield Boys' Club also o5 the jssue concerning the

Show a leg

had a fair share of successes. .ok of natural exercise
Simon Cockman won the ,dertaken nowadays by
Reading Borough  Junior chjidren, 1 also wonder if

the cluttering up of the body
by unnecessary clothing has
some significance. What has
happened to those chubby
bare knees once typical of
British boyhood; and school-
girls (with or without those
controversial pig-tails) vaunt-
ing as heralds of the Spring
with their neat pleated gym-
slips and Persil-white ankle
socks ? For the life of me I
cannot understand why pairs
of sturdy young knees have
to be perpetually shiclded by
cavalry twills and Levi jeans.
In recent years, even in the
majority of our primary
schools, it seems to be the
[rule more than the exception
| for boys to, don their long-
john’s at the earliest oppor-

by
PETER SHOCK

Snooker competition, but
was prevented from compet-
ing in the county champion-
ship owing to a dislocated
shoulder. Lowfield’s “B"” 5-a-
side soccer team reached the
final of the Minors’ section
of the Berks County com-
petition, losing to Woking-
ham. Their Il-a-side ended
the season’s local friendlies

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
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SPORTS SPECIAL

by

STAN ELDON

CLUB TO COUNTRY

THE MOST SUCCESS-
FUL CAVERSHAM
SPORTSMAN OF THE
WINTER SEASON MUST
SURELY BE CAVERSHAM
SCHOOLMASTER CLIVE
REES who has had a rapid
climb to success since mov-
ing to Highdown School last
September. In one season,
whilst only twenty-two years
old, he has moved from
being a Club Rugby player
to Welsh International and
now to crown his season he
has been selected to tour
with the British Lions in
South Africa this summer.
Although he is an “import™
he has put Berkshire Rugby
on the map as the first Berk-
shire county player ever to
be selected for a ‘Lions’ tour.

At ithe moment there is a
lot of speculation as to

field or gymnasium. Well-
meaning medical advisers
often confuse us, too. Whilst
| emphasise that stringent
precautions and adequate
dress are absolutely essential
for. mountain walking, I con-
sider it rather hideous to
suggest that rambling in the
freedom of good old “‘shorts”
in areas like the Chiltern
Hills should be potentially
harmful.

So 1 repeat Stan Eldon’s
advice to keep fit. Walk
more often — AND DONT
BE AFRAID TO SHOW A
LEG!

2 L tunity. Those who attend
4 f | schools where “‘shorts™ are
. | traditional ought to be grate-
: f | ful for the privilege. As to
- | the girls, well, being a res-
2 pecting kind of gentleman, I
f Auctamrs,smqus,Valuem,Land&EslateAgems had better exercise a little
discretion in my criticisms of
p R. J. WADE, F.R.l.C.S. [ |their mode of dress. How-
$ B. P. COLSTON, B.Sc., F.R.I.C.S. R e T d
P. J. MITCHELL, F.R.I.C.S., F.LAS., F.RV.A, CVEL, SCalI WIS O
$ W. J. DULBOROUGH, F.R.I.C'S. vouch ~ that  whatever
{ C. M. S. CROMBIE, F.S.V.A examples of vigour is por-
¢ G. H. KING, F.S.V.A, trayed it is likely to be
¢ CONSULTANT: T. VINCENT, F.R.I.C.S. detected only on the sports
¢
{ 13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
{ Reading 479665
¢ Head Office at 147 FRIAR STREET, READING — 56511
¢ JIso at Woodley. Wokingham, Twyford, Newbury
: and London, W.1
I lunch.

W. T. NICHOLLS

59 GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN
(opposite Primary School), Reading 472758

| for children.

for children.

Harding, Reading 478347.

CAVERSHAM PARK

SUNDAY SERVICES at 11.15 a.m.
May 5th: Family Service, followed by bread-and-cheese

May 12 & 19th: Family Service with teaching groups
May 26th: Family Communion with teaching groups

All these services are in the School Hall.

WEDNESDAY HOUSE COMMUNIONS at 10.30 a.m.
Margaret Lauder, 62 Kingsway.

Elke Handford, 4 Redberry Close.
Jenny Jellyman, 9 Eltham Avenue.
Barbara Robinson, 4 Holyrood Close.
Valerie Garfoot, 6 Devon Drive.

May 1st:
May 8th:
May 15th:
GREENGROCERY and CONFECTIONERY May 22nd:
May 29th:
MAPLEDURHAM CRICKET CLUB ‘
welcomes new members. New pavilion to be ‘
erected this season. Good fixture list. Ring ‘ ANGLICAN
Nick Whiteley, Reading 472859, or David

Road. Tel. 471703.
The Rev.

PLATTS HOME COOKED HAM 1p, View Avenue, Tel, 471814
WORTH FINDING e Rev. Brian Gardiner,
ot 49 Dinkin Hll. Cavershim, Harrogate Road. Tel. 472788.
ORDERS TAKEN AND DELIVERED ‘
our Phone 472175. l 475152
‘ Grove Road. Tel. 473095.
PASSPORT SERVICE 472070,
A The Rev. Denis Shaylor,
476988.
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR ?;}:T'lzi’s Laurence Stevens

"HYMOR

43 PROSPECT ST.
Tel.:

Reading 475656 &'479450

Tel. 478668.
METHODIST
The Rev.

Tel. 472223,
ROMAN CATHOLIC

Photographers

CAVERSHAM

View Avenue, Tel.

Tel. 471787.

Clergy ‘© Ministers of Caversham

The Rv. John Grimwade, The Rectory, 20 Church
John Stevinson,

I House, 222 Upper Woodcote Road. Tel. 471605.
The Rev. Peter Atkinson,

The Rev. Stephen Bartlett, Caversham Park House,
2 Blackwater Close, Caversham Park.

The Rev. Leonard Burn, St. Barnabas’ House, 33
The Rev. Bernard Metcalfe, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel.

Terence Harris,

The Rev, William O'Malley, Thf. Presbytery, 2 South

The Rev. Plunkett Shannon, 2 South View Avenue.

Mapledurham Church
St. John’s House, 9 South

St. Andrew’s House,

Tel.

17 The Mount.

iiel?

80 Balmore Drive.

17 St. Anne’s Road.

471787

whether the Tour will be
allowed to go ahead as
planned. 1 hope that it does
for three reasons. Firstly, the
disappointment for the
players, who in some cases
have worked hard for years
to earn a place in the team,
would be enormous as this
can be their once-in-a-life-

time chance. Secondly, 1 do-

not think that sport should
be used as a political weapon
in any way at all, whether it
be as a protest for Black
Power—as in the Mexico
Olympics, or against coun-
tries with whom we do not
agree with all or some of
their policies. Finally, it is
important that people should
see for themselves and sports-
men have a wonderful oppor-
tunity to do this when they
travel abroad, as in mot cases
they are freer and more able
to mix with people than poli-
| ticians, diplomats, etc. As a
| member of a British team I
travelled to many places that
had their political and racial
problems—Nigeria, East Ber-
lin, Poland and twice to
Russia—and I always found
that even during times of
very great restrictions of
movement as sportsmen you
could meet and talk to people
in thee countries. In Poland
a young journalist came to
my room as an official re-
porter for a State publication
and then proceeded to search
my room for ‘bugs’ of the
microphone variety before

speaking to me about con-
ditions in that country for a
not so official publication.

I look forward to seeing
Clive Rees take his place with
the British Lions this summer
and I'm sure all Berkshire
sportsmen will wish him a
successful tour.

CLIFTON STILL
THE TOPS

Caversham’s most success-
ful football team of recent
years, Clifton Athletic, have
had another very good sea-
son. Both their Saturday and
Sunday first teams are well
positioned in their respective
Premier Leagues, the Satur-
day team being in fourth
place at the moment and the
Sunday team well placed in
the middle, thus ensuring that
they will both be in the top
lcagues again next year. In
addition to this they are still
progressing in three Cup
competitions, having reached
the final of the Reading Chal-
lenge Cup, where, by the time
this reaches print, they should
have played and beaten Sun-
ninghill F.C.; they are also
still competing in the Com-
bination All Champions and
Invitation Cups competitions.

An innovation for the team
this season was indoor foot-
ball, where they won the
League competition and have
reached the finals of the In-
door Cup competition at the
Meadway Sports Centre,

Funeral Directors

114/116 OXFORD

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE LTD.

Telephone: 52016 (Day or Night)

Branch Offices at:
4/5 Town Square, Bracknell.

Monumental Masons

ROAD, READING

Tel. 21949.

A. H. WHITE
(N.A.E.D.)

New Offices and
Private Chapel
11 BOULT STREET
(Rear 11 The Grove)
READING

Tel. 54334

Late: 63921

FUNERALS AND
CREMATIONS

A. B. WALKER
& SON LTD,
36 Eldon Road,
Reading, Berks.

Telephones:
Day: Reading 53650
Private Chapels of Rest

Night:
Reading 63763 and 61539

— FUNERAL

Tel. 53825

W. R. BOURTON & SON

1 PRINCES STREET — READING

DIRECTORS —

Night 63917 and 39-4283

TOMALIN & SON

(N.A.E.D.)
Funeral Directors

48 NEW STREET
HENLEY-on-THAMES

Tel. 3370 Day and Night

BEDFORD ROAD
READING
Tel. 53537
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