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EASTER AT TAIZE

It began on Easter Day 1949 when 6 Chris-
tians from Reformed and Lutheran churches
made a commitment to live a community life
in a tiny French village. Their aim was to
show that it is possible for people of dif-
ferent churches to reconcile their dif-
ferences and belong to the same community.

Today the hillside village of Taizé in
southern Burgundy has become an interna-
tionally renowned community dedicated to
reconciliation. Every week, from Easter to
early November, around 5,000 mostly young
people from all over the world travel to
Taizé to camp in tents or sleep in dormitories
and share in the community’s life.

On Easter Day this year I made my Easter
Communion at Taizé in a service that was
full of joy and surprises. The first surprise
was arriving for the service half an hour
“early’’ and finding the church virtually
full! We managed to squat down in a side
area — almost everyone sits on the floor —
among, quite literally, a gathering of around
5,000, all of us holding a candle in our
hands.

Around 90 brothers from protestant and
Catholic churches now make up the com-
munity; they sit 2 abreast on the central ai-
sle of the vast church, stretching back more
than half the way along its length. Although
the church is vast, no one is far away from
this centre where the worship is lead by the
brothers in around 12 different languages.

But language hardly matters. The service
began by two of the brothers touring the
church with an enormous Easter candle,
lighting each individual candle. So the ser-
vice started with 5,000 lights and with Roger
Schutz, the community’s founder, surround-
ed by children from different countries.

The first 45 minutes or so was taken up
by praising God in simple words, mostly

by John Madeley

alleluias, without even delving into the
Taizé hymnbook. These simple Easter
alleluias seemed just perfect to celebrate the
resurrection of our Lord. The surprise was
where the time went! The next surprise was
the admission of a new brother into the com-
munity, just 45 years to the day after it
began.

‘“‘Brother what do you ask’ he was ask-
ed. He replied ‘‘the mercy of God and the
community of my brothers’’.

‘‘Brother remember it is Christ who calls
you and it is to him you are now going to
respond’’. The new brother was then ask-
ed 6 questions, beginning with ‘‘will you for
the love of Christ consecrate yourself to him
with all your being?”’ “‘I will’’ he replied.

At the end of this moving admission
ceremony, he went up the aisle to be em-
braced by each brother in turn. A prayer
was said in several languages and a hymn
of praise was sung. The communion part of
the worship then started. There were few
words in English — or any other language
— but this way they seemed all the more
powerful. Chants were sung from the Taizé
hymnbook which contains about 100 chants,
again with few words.

As the time approached to receive com-
munion my feelings were of expectancy and
excitement. To receive the body of Christ
in that place and among Christians from
across the world was a real joy. The bread
was consecrated and the brothers moved to
different parts of the church with their
plates, preceded by a child carrying a lighted
candle.

As the consecrated bread was distributed
the chant ‘‘Surrexit Christus’ (Christ is
Risen) was sung over and over. Christ is
Risen. The worship that morning had been
a glorious celebration of the Risen Lord.

As we filed out of the church, the words
of the admission ceremony went through my
mind. ‘‘Will you for the love of Christ con-
secrate yourself to him with all your being?"’
“I will”’ the new brother had replied.

Few of us are called to live in a communi-
ty such as Taizé. But the service brought
home to me that all Christians have to
answer ‘‘I will’’ to the question — “‘will you
for the love of Christ consecrate yourself to
him with all your being?”’

All Christians have a commitment to make
which is every bit as binding as the commit-
ment made that Easter morning.

For the Taizé brothers, that commitment
has led to them welcoming the growing
numbers of people who come to their
village, and it has also taken them far
beyond Burgundy. From the early days,
small numbers went to live in poor com-
munities in different parts of the world. In
Kenya’s Mathare valley, for example, one
of the worst slums in Africa, several of the
brothers lived and shared the lives of peo-
ple for seven years. Today Taizé brothers are
living with the poor in northeast Brazil, in
Bangladesh, Senegal, South Korea and in a
downtown area of New York.

The Taizé community accepts no gifts for
itself, not even bequests, and holds no
capital in reserve. Visitors pay a modest sum
for their stay, and other funds come from
the sale of products such as pottery made
by the brothers.

“Never resign yourself to the scandal of
the separation of Christians’’, pleads Roger
Schutz. Taizé in 1994 points the way to
reconciliation, commitment and service.

A Taizé newsletter is available, price 40
French francs a year (payment can be made
by cash or credit card) from ‘‘Letter from
Taizé, 712500 Taizé-Communaé, France.

7 p-m.—9 p.m.

GARDENERS’ QUESTION TIME

Wednesday 15th June

MAPLEDURHAM PAVILION

Panel: David Penny — general horticultural matters
Patricia Green — garden design and wildlife gardening
Dr Peggy Ellis — organic gardening & permaculture.

Tickets from Caversham Court Environment Centre, Church Road

Churches Together in Caversham

ANNUAL ASSEMBLY

TUESDAY, 28TH JUNE 1994

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH

at 7.45 p.m.

Special Speaker: The Ven. Michael Hill,

Tel. 461638 for opening times
or by post from Main Reception, Reading Borough Council
Civic Centre, Reading. Open 9 a.m.—5 p.m. Monday to Friday

Archdeacon of Berkshire and Thames Valley
Alive Associate Missioner for Caversham
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TALKING POINT

the Rev. Bill Carpenter
Vicar of St. Andrew's

JUSTICE

For the Lord loves justice:
he will not forsake his faithful ones.

One morning, not so long ago, I was look-
ing dispassionately in the bathroom mir-
ror whilst squeezing half an inch of shav-
ing cream on my toothbrush when I heard
some lovely harmony singing floating up
the stairs. My son was snatching a bacon
butty before going to work, and he had
the TV Breakfast News switched on.

The music turned out to be a specially
rehearsed choir singing the new South
African National Anthem.

It was election time in South Africa. For
the first time every man and woman
regardless of race, colour and creed was
allowed to vote. When I finally came to,
and my day had started, I began to think
a bit more about this. Up to then I had
been using the “off” button whenever
South Africa had come on the small
screen. 1 had become impatient because
it seemed to be that there was always
some pressure group or other which was
determined to put sand in the bearings, I
could do nothing, and, frankly, I thought
a viable solution was out of reach.

When it came, it was clearly cause for
celebration, it brought a lump to my throat
when [ saw the pictures of blacks and
whites dancing in the street drinking
champagne. I remembered also that it was
only eighty years ago that half the popula-
tion of Britain was disenfranchised
because only men were allowed to vote.

We have seen amazing things happen
over the past few years, which some of
our “‘elders’” would never have believed
possible. The collapse of the Berlin Wall
and the opening of Russian frontiers are
but two examples. We rejoice, we say
hooray for unity, and democracy, we say
three cheers for freedom.

And yet . . . Is there any reduction of
violence, greed and selfishness? Injustice
is rife even though there is a2 worldwide
spread of democracy. We have all seen the
good which can be done when it is the
general will. A short while ago we even
thought that the sheer power of popular
revulsion of I.R.A. tactics was going to
bring a peace to Ireland which eludes the
politicians. Clearly, without the active

(Ps 37:28)

support of ninety-nine percent of people
of goodwill, the longed-for peace cannot
be achieved. For the present at least, our
hopes and prayers appear to have been
dashed.

Democracy is a tool and a very blunt
one at that. If it is not used with skill and
in caring hands it can cause as much
damage as it can do good. As someone
once said (and I cannot remember who,
but it sounds very Oscar Wilde-ish) “The
ultimate in democracy is anarchy, with
everyone casting his own vote™.

Paradise is a state which only God can
deliver, though peace and justice can oc-
cur through human endeavour providing
everyone who wants it is prepared to
work for it, I think I shall be sick if I hear
any more people say “The government
ought to do something about . . .”” without
the slightest intention of doing anything
constructive about it themselves.

Personal responsibility is what it is all
about. The smallest action or word by so-
meone, however insignificant, has a
knock-on effect, not only on that person
but on others. If what we have done was
wrong we need to rectify our mistake, and
seek forgiveness from those we may have
hurt. The future of democracy depends on
us all changing from that which we con-
sider to be our right, and resisting the
temptation to walk away from the trail of
devastation we leave behind us in terms
of broken marriages, dead and mutilated
bodies and broken hearts, and seeking
forgiveness and genuine reconciliation.

We need to remind ourselves continual-
ly that we have a God who does not err,
yet he accepted the responsibility for all
our actions and words, good and bad. He
proved it by suffering a criminal’s death
for us. He showed that even death itself
can be overcome if it is for the good of
all. He now reigns supreme over all as our
risen, ascended, and glorified Lord.

If we live our lives convinced of this,
democracy and freedom will become a
fact. This is the “Good News" we can pro-
claim from the rooftops as we reach the
halfway mark in our Thames Valley Alive
initiative.
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POSTBAG

CHARITY SHOP?

Dear Bridge Readers,

It was sad to see the
young lady at the Tingling
Tastebuds disappear so
soon without the success
she had hoped and worked
for. It is also sad to see the
shop empty yet again.

Perhaps there is a need
for another charity shop in
the village and as someone
involved with Friends of
Guiding and Christian
Relief work, | have been
toying with the idea of a
joint Charities shop. Could
we somehow draw helpers
from many charities and
share the profit thus
avoiding the many jumble
sales and yet sharing our
resources?

I would love to hear your
thoughts,

Lis Rout
65 Priest Hill
Caversham

IMAGES!

Dear Sir,

I have been a subscriber
to ‘‘The Caversham
Bridge"’ for many years and
like its format whereby it
keeps one in tune with the
local news that affects so
many of us within the
Caversham area.

Therefore | would like to
air my disgust at
Waitrose’s recent change
of image to that of a
““Tesco look-alike”’. | have
always like the Waitrose
approach to business by
maintaining a good range
of quality products coupl-

ST MARGARET’S
CHURCH,
MAPLEDURHAM
7.30pm
Friday 27th May
CONCERT BY THE
ERLEIGH QUARTET

(A Group of the
Erleigh Cantors)
Tickets £5, £3.50
(concessions)
including a glass of wine
available from Janet
Meston 475977, Alison
Wood 483522 and
Parish Office.

CAVERSHAM ART
CENTRES

Now under one roof at
Church House, Caversham
Sessions Mondays:
10am 10 12 noon:
7.30pm 10 9.30pm
OQutside artists invited.

June 6th 10am: A -
professional Wild Life
Artist demonstrating the
chroma artist colours.

Admission £1
Seats must be booked by
phoning Tutor E. Burnell.
0734 478496

THE CHILDREN'S
SOCIETY APPEAL
APRIL 1994
£361.55 was collected in
the parish of St
Margaret’s, Mapledurham,
Thankyou to all the collec-
tors and those who gave

$0 generously.
Betty Smith
(Organiser)

ed with friendly staff
throughout the store. In my
opinion they are failing to
get too many ‘“‘Brownie
points’’ by adding such a
range of products that are
so far removed from
foodstuffs that the majori-
ty seem to require. | have
aired my views to the cur-
rent manager and to their
head office together with
the increased difficulty in
getting around the store
due to many of the
previous walk throughs be-
ing closed to accom-
modate additional display
stands.

However | believe that
the effect on some of the
small established shops
already selling the latest
Waitrose ranges may mean
the difference of survival or
closure. Most of us want
the small shops and the
village atmosphere prevail-
ing in Caversham and the
way forward should be
received with some con-
cern for all the regular
users of the facilities
around the Prospect Street
area. We should look close-
ly at what is happening to
the centre of Henley and
the concern being voiced
at the imminent arrival of
the new “‘Tesco” super-
store on the town’s border.

| truly believe that as in
nature the sharks must co-
habit with the minnows in
order to survive, a lesson
that Waitrose and the other
giants will be well advised
to heed.

Are you listening Katy?
Yours etc.
A. Williams
22 Yarnton Close
Emmer Green

WOODLEY
SQUADRON

Dear Editors,

| was very pleased to
read Peter Littlewood's ar-
ticle in the Caversham
Bridge, May 1994, but
what he failed to mention
is the new 1116 Squadron
HQ of the Air Training
Corps which is next to the
Museum of the Berkshire
Aviation. Being the
Woodley Squadron which
had been formally opened
by Lady Bader a few years
ago and dedicated in
memory of her late hus-
band, Group Captain
Douglas Bader, who was
knighted for his exploits
during the Battle of Britain,
the girl and boy cadets and
staff of the Woodley
Squadron are proud of their
links with Woodley, and its
historical connections with
aviation.

Their ages range from
thirteen years when they
can join, upwards, and ac-
tivities include gliding and
sports. Any person who is
interested in any further in-
formation please ring 0734
442459 Tuesdays and
Fridays between 7.15 and
10pm.

Yours etc.
E. A. Rowland
22 Greystoke Road
Caversham

emergency.

12 noon.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the
CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

4. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations
they have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 483466

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE
THE ““POP-IN’" CENTRE

A place to relax quietly, find someone to
talk to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am to

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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EVANGELISM
WITHOUT THE CRINGES

by John Madeley

When Baptist Minister Steve Chalke work-
ed in a factory for 18 months he resolved
he would never start a conversation about
Christianity. He kept his resolution. But
by the time he left, all the 150 employees
knew he was a Christian, some had been
to his church, he talked with people every
day about pastoral issues — without ever
starting a conversation.

This is cringe-free evangelism, effective
evangelism. ‘‘We have all suffered at the
hands of ‘cringe-worthy’ evangelism’’ says
Steve Chalke. Many years ago someone an-
nounced to me at a party, ‘‘I'm saved.
Tommy's saved’’, he pointed to someone
I vaguely knew, ‘‘so we wondered if you'd
like to join in the conversation’.

I cringed. I made noises as polite as I
could and escaped as soon as I could. That
happened in the 1950s, and evangelism
has moved on. Effective evangelism in the
1990s has mothing to do with ramming
Christianity down people’s throats.

Effective evangelism today is loving,
caring and serving — it does not make peo-
ple cringe. ‘‘Don’t pump Christianity at
people, it doesn’t work’ urges Steve
Chalk, ‘‘build friendships, and let people
see that your life is different.”

People in the factory that Steve work-
ed in sensed that something about him was
different — he did not swear, he did not
gamble, he was interested in others, he did
not insist on his own rights. When our
neighbours and our friends see that
something about us is different, they will
be more likely to come to us with
something that’s troubling them.

Wait for opportunities of service, he ad-
vises. ““If you see your neighbour fixing
his car, go over and offer to lend a hand.
Spend time with him, show your con-
cern’’. Our neighbours are not dying for
us to knock at the doors and ask them if
they are saved — or even to invite them
to something special at church. They are
unlikely to accept our invitation, warns
Steve, unless we have built a friendship

Summerfizld

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

with them first. “‘If you invest in people’s
lives, when you invite them to something
they will come because they know you
care about them’.

“God has placed you in a group, or in
a number of groups’’, he points out. In
addition to our immediate neighbours,
we may be members of a squash club, a
youth group, a women'’s institute, or in
a group at work. People in different in-
terest groups speak in a particular way
to each other, says Steve, in much the
same way that Christians do!

‘‘We must stay in our groups, keep our
networks, and not neglect them for
church meetings and committees’” says
Steve. It is important therefore that we
are members of different groups and can
communicate with others who share the
same non-Church interests, and be ready
to respond to need when necessary.

“We have to be involved in the life of
the community’’, says Notthingham-
based evangelist, J. John, ‘‘to be seen do-
ing things for the community, so that
when someone needs help they will con-
tact you''. He calls this ‘‘present
evangelism'’ — being present where peo-
ple are.

“Work out the issues that you can be
involved in”’, J. John advises, ‘‘is there
committee for housing, a committee for
the deprived in your area? If so, why not
be on them? If your MP speaks locally,
do you go? Be present in your
neighbourhood. The way that each of us
lives and behaves is important in God’s
plan’’.

We may be unaware of it, but people
around us are influenced by the way we
live. ‘‘Some people outside the Church
will have been impressed by the quality
of the lifestyle of their Christian friends
. . . (and) begun to turn their thoughts in
a direction that they might have thought
impossible in the past’”, write Alister
McGrath and Michael Green in their book
‘‘Springboard for Faith’’ (Hodder and
Stoughton, price £4.99). ‘‘Each person
has a personal road which leads to faith
in Christ"’, they point out, ‘‘there is a
God-shaped gap within us — a gap which
really exists and which nothing except
the living God himself can fill"".

In short, friendly, cringe-free
evangelism today is being alert, being in-
volved, being ready for the unexpected,
ready to pick up the opportunities that
come, to respond when you see or sense
that someone is in need. Many readers
will be doing this anyway but there are
some opportunities for service which
perhaps pass us by, they have no need
to. Although for many of us this may
need some thought about our faith and
how, if the time comes, we can express
it in a simple, cringe-free, way to others.
A tape “Cringe-free evangelism” by Steve
Chalke, and a tape ‘‘Balanced
Evagelism” by J. John, are available

Jfrom Spring Harvest Ministries and An-
chor Recordings respectively.

THAMES —
NALLEY —

[IVE

Good News 94

ST. PETER’S SUMMER PLANS
The congregation of St Peter’s is planning to give an ex-
tra welcome to casual visitors, tourists and, of course,
local people, during the next few months. On Sunday
afternoons, from June 12th, teas will be served in the
church from 3.30pm, but besides refreshment for the body
there will be a ‘church trail’ for children, information
about local church events, and perhaps the most impor-
tant, space to be quiet and refresh the spirit.
We hope to see many friends from Caversham during
the summer and make many new ones.

ST. PETER’S HARVEST
FLOWER FESTIVAL

..‘The Church Alive' will again be highlighted during Harvest

-Thanksgiving with a four day flower festival, 22nd to 25th
September.

St. Peter’s church will be garlanded throughout with flowers and
harvest produce, refreshments will be available and displays pro-
vided. An evening concert for Friday 23rd is pJanned and we hope
to organise an event for Saturday evening too.

The Church IS alive in Caversham with care in the community,
youth activities and social functions, as well as worship.

We need to acquaint more residents with these opportunities and
the festival is the ideal way to achieve this.

Please mark your calendars and diaries NOW, Thursday 22nd to
Sunday 25th September and be alert to forthcoming requests for
your expertise and support!

Any offers of help or facilities to maximise the publicity will be
gratefully welcomed by Alan Longstaffe (471754) and Peter Scott
(479179).

TVA EVENTS

IN
caversuan || MILWARDS
et b e L e

-
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omen Together in caT”’g fOr Coy, Cf)‘
= Yort since

Caversham, Bring a
Friend Event. This
will take the form of

a talk entitled *“The All our footwear is specially selected

Tramp, The Ar- fr : .
chdeacon and The o leac(i;mgfbrands fc.’r Quality,
Policeman’'. The omfort and Fit.

speaker will be Miss
Kate Harris.
24th — 26th June
St John's Church
Flower Festival

Sth—10th July

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

St Andrew’s

Church Flower
Festival

¢ COMPUTER ASSISTED TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

VISION EXAMINATION
o GLAUCOMA TESTING . EYECARE
« CONTACT LENSES -~ th M‘ a4
o QUALITY OPHTHALMIC
« SERVICE OPTICIANS
« FASHION
« VARILUX Bk memx

CENTRE Croeun i L]
« DESIGNER FRAMES

ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS

S OOMRETTTINRER S 44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
READING TEL: (0734) 472099
OPPOSITE WAITROSE
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J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

» X

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

Catering Division
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

( CAKE CREATIONS

22 School Road, Tilehurst, Reading
Tel/Fax (0734) 453001

AMPLE FREE PARKING
* The Thames y's newest and largest
SUGARCRAFT and NEEDLECRAFT stockist
Visit CAKE CREATIONS and select all your

needs for cake sugarcraft

Valley's

* Ribbons * Icing * Modelling Paste *
Almond Paste % Cakeboards and Drums *
Stands and Tins for Sale or Hire
* Large Choice of Cake Decoration Accessories

* Chocolate and Confectionery Moulds and

Accessories Stocked * All Your Party Time

Disposables - Paper Plates - Cups elc

% Large Range of NEEDLECRAFT Kits and

Accessories Available. DMC Creative World
Main Agent

* Open for a 6 full days per week.
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM

OUCH! Christine Baker, that comment hurt. Of course Katy reads the ‘Bridgg’ tho' not, I'll
admit, all the adverts in detail. But at least her letter will have drawn the attention of reqders
to the existence of Church House. But she does seem to have missed the point of my item
which was mainly to set right the idea that one has to be a membe_r of any Church to
enter Church House. No, | shan't be taking up the suggestion of meeting the Secretary to
discuss this. | was a frequent visitor to Church House at one time; now I'll draw the atten-
tion of our editors to the matter and trust they will find somebody to write a fulllength
resume of the many activities which take place there. s

Mind you, | said that remark hurt and I rather resented it. But | didn't resent !he request
to put right something | very definitely did get wrong. Contrary to whqt | said, th_ere_;si
somewhere in Caversham which provides a full range of haberdashery items — Stitchin'
Time which is in Church Road, another place | visited quite a lot at one time. | will cen_ain—
ly remember it in future — it’s not all that far away and unless it has changed one certainly
gets a friendly and helpful reception there. {

My sincere apologies to all concemed. And, of course, we always want to hear of anything
which needs putting right in our columns.

Dear Lucky

Over the last year I'm afraid my ‘obituary notices’ have been almost entirely concemed with
our feline friends. Alas, now we have lost Lucky. Perhaps you never knew him, but at least
the people in this neighbourhood are going to be sad to hear that Lucky is no more —
he seemed to regard every house in the road as his by right and, particularly in his younger
days, an open door presented, to his way of thinking, an invitation to all in.

Funny how we came by him many years ago when our neighbours, bearing Christmas
gifts as usual, brought Lucky with them to meet our own cat and give her a present. You
didn't know cats fell in love, did you? Well Lucky certainly fell in love with Sheba, so much
so that he decided to take up residence here. After a fortnight of retuming him across the
road every evening, we bowed to the inevitable and he moved in. Those cats were a source
of great fun but, alas, Sheba, a very adventurous animal who packed more into her short
life than most of us pack into very many years, met her doom on the Henley Road. Lucky
was bewildered, so eventually we had to get him another companion. She too disappeared
50 yet another, Katie (who is still with us) followed and they were joined later by two who
just wandered in. By then we had got interested in our friends and their activities and were
convinced that Lucky and Katie would wander down the road saying to any unsuspecting
animal: “Pst! There's a good billet up here”. We did get a lot of fun, and some worries
about all this. Lucky survived many accidents even before we had him, but even so he lived
to be somewhere around 12 before he was quite suddenly overtaken by an illness the out-
come of which was inevitable. But how we miss him; he was just about the most loved
cat that ever was.

Our new Vets

Which brings me to something any animal owner in the district should know. Now that
Mrs. Chambers, a much valued member of our community, has found satisfying work near-
by, | can let myself go a bit and say that | feel our new surgery is an excellent one. Lucky,
for instance, was taken in care between her odd fits — it seemed to suit her and the surgery.
She couldn't have had better care I'm sure: everything that could be tested was tested and
in Deborah Stanley one has the feeling that she really does care and will do anything she
can, as do her new staff. Suzanne Callis, the head nurse, who started in Wokingham five
years ago, is very helpful and she has now been joined by Sue Burden and Anna Schumann.
Both of whom are doing veterinary training. Anna is due to sit her final exams shortly. All
of them seem to be genuinely interested in their charges and very helpful to their owners.
| can't speak too highly of the way they treated Lucky. His death, when it became inevitable,
was so quick and easy. But oh, we do miss him so much.

Expenses

But | am still concemed about the problem of vets bills, which can be very discouraging
to, for instance, an elderly person perhaps on income support, who simply cannot afford
them — though | should say that the bills | had recently seemed to be extremely reasonable
when compared with similar ones from other vets in the past. But from time to time one
reads articles about how therapeutic an animal can be particularly to a house-bound per-
son. Cats, for instance, don’t even have to be taken walkies and on the whole repay their
keep a hundred times over. But even cats should have regular vaccinations if they are to
be kept healthy — food is not the main problem and our local pet shop have a good supply
of everything they need.

But noseying around — as is my wont — | do find that even the most reluctant of animal
welfare people sometimes confess to being able to offer help in the form of cash or vouchers
for those really in need. | intend to try and pin this down a bit better in future and will
publish any information | have. It's a problem which besets a lot of people and while it
obviously wouldn't be suitable to advertise widely what is on offer, there is definitely a need
to let people know that help could be on hand if they are really troubled with this matter.
I'll try to let you know what happens.

And Now to Dogs

One of our backroom girls has asked us to let you know what happened to her when,
through the RSPCA, she adopted Holly, who is 34 years old. Her owners were emigrating
and didn't want her to be fostered, so our friend fetched her from her home in Tilehurst.
Normally, she says, a dog of her age would have been at the RSPCA home in Chobham.
It seems the RSPCA now have a scheme for rehoming older dogs, and this may well apply

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756 -

CARTE

ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

Reading, RG4 7EZ

So they are asking for foster homes, also permanent new
homes and they want volunteers to check new homes and
to help raise funds in various ways. As our friend says, all new

j for older people who find they can no longer keep their pets.

homes are well vetted and checked after a week to see that
.I'= =uax both dog and new owner are quite happy. All bitches have
LPROD CoNTRACTOR to be spayed but the RSPCA will advise on all these matters,

| have been given an assortment of telephone numbers but
here | will quote just one — contact Mrs. Norma Babbington
on 0491 578567.

Nice Work, Mrs. Vincent

I've seen in the press recently mention of a lady who apparent-
ly lives in Caversham who has just received an award for all
her work on behalf of the Lifeboat Association. I'm sorry |
didn't keep a note of her name, but was glad to hear about
her. And | do think the time has come to mention another

good lady, Mrs. Vincent of Cromwell Road, who is known

to everyone around for her ceaseless efforts’on behalf of
various causes, in particular the Lifeboat Association. | men-
tioned this to several ladies manning the Association's stal|
at Highdown Fete recently and they literally chorused “YES,
PLEASE DO. We couldn’t do without Mrs. Vincent”. | wonder
how many more unsung heroes are living in Caversham —
don't forget we love to hear about them.

“The Rector’s Wife”

| wonder how many readers followed this series on a book
by Joanna Trollope recently on TV. | am reminded of this
by a letter | recently received from Francis Seward (nee
Sainsbury) who used to live in Surley Row, went to school
here and was a member of St. Peter’s congregation where
she attended whenever she visited her family here. She says
her life is, thankfully, quite unlike that portrayed in this series,
though she is very happy as a vicar's wife in Bridgend, hav-
ing married Jolyon whom she met at Cardiff University. I'm
sure some people will remember this very charming lass
and would like to know that she herself is doing supply
teaching — no supermarket shelfilling for her — and is now
the mother of two girls at school. It would be nice to have
more news of anyone who has lived here in the past.

NEWS OF
BIM

It is strange how you mention that you have
not seen someone for ages and then you
come across them. I was talking about Bim,
our much loved milkman who had to give
up his round on Caversham Heights a few
years ago, and saying that I had never come
across him after he left us. Then suddenly
a week or so ago I was crossing a side road
in the Broad Street area of Reading when
a voice hailed me and there was Bim in his
milk float waiting for the lights to change.
We just had time for a quick word and I
learnt he was keeping well. He looked fine,
the same as ever, his cheery self. I am sure
all those to whom he was such a good friend
for so many years will be delighted to have
good news of him. M.K.

ST LUKES
RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

This lovely, purpose built home is situated
in a quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer
a high standard of care in a warm and cosy
atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with
an up to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management

team on:
(0734) 461424

CATS CRADLE

crafts, craft supplies and gifts

at The Courtyard
36b Church Street
Caversham
opp Wailrose, off Chester Street Car Park

Open

9.30-3.30pm Mon-Fri
9.30~1.00pm Saturday
other times by appointment
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WERE YOU THERE? . . .

WOW!

S W O W R
First said on televi-
sion by a newly or-
dained woman in
Bristol celebrating a
Eucharist for the
first time and
repeated several
times by Mrs Anne
Faulkner, Parish
Development Officer
for Buckingham-
shire, and friend to

Stephen and
Christine  Rowe,
preaching at
Christine's first

celebration at St
John’s at 5pm. Anne
made very sure that
Hannah and Lucy
remembered their
mother’s most im-
portant day when
together with all the
other children in
church she had them
all shouting “WOW""!
(The adults had a
turn too). Together

with ten others
Christine saw her
vocational calling

fulfilled when she
was ordained by the
Bishop of Reading in
St Mary’s Church in
the morning. A total-
ly emotional service
with so many parts
to pick out and
share, — the Gradual
Hymn, ‘‘Will you
come and follow me
if I but call your
name ?, — Will you

let me answer prayer
in you and you in me
?, — Let me turn and
follow you and never
be the same,” — a
sermon by the
Reverend Canon W.

~ Whiffen, a long time

supporter of women
being ordained, ex-
panding the cares
and skills and talents
of women, the com-
pletion of God’s team
with the women able
to complete their
calling and an appeal
for compassion for
the opponents. The
acoustics of St
Mary’s are not great
but the overwhelm-
ing response to ‘‘Is it
your will that they
be ordained? and
Will you uphold
them in their
Ministry?’' had the
rafters vibrating
with the excitement.
The ordination was
followed by perhaps
the most poignant
moment of all when
the eleven male
priests supporting
the women, whether
their old bosses, new
bosses and some
also, their husbands,
changed the position

of the women’s
stoles from the sash
to the position

around their necks
appropriate to their

new office. The con-
gregation had been
asked not to cause
‘‘Holy Chaos’' at the
peace but to stay in
their places but it
was evident that
feelings were still be-
ing exchanged dur-
ing the communion
procession if that af-
forded getting near
one of the new
priests and all St
John's guests were
able to reach
Christine Allsopp,
even if we did have
to wait until after
the service to con-
gratulate our
Christine Rowe.

— A. Deane
The Revd. Christine Rowe after her ordination
by the Bishop of Reading.

The day continued
with an indoor picnic
and bouncey castle
back in Caversham
with many friends
and relations and
culminated in
Christine’s first
celebration of the
Eucharist with a
packed church in
support — another
party in the hall dur-
ing which Christine
was presented with a
bone china tea set to
mark her ordination.

— R. Rutherford
The Rev. Christine Allsopp on the same occa-
sion, being congratulated by her husband
Dennis.

All went home tired
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RE you concerned about the
ethics of the investment funds

| when commencing a pension, starting

a mortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.

® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

23 Oakley Road, Caversham RG4 7RL

(/" : Tel: 0734-461656(/
é%w “bps " (FIMBRA )
\/ M:::‘g‘:::lm =

Not all the products/services advertised here are
regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and
the rules made for the protection of investors by
that Act will not apply to them g
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

and happy - was it
that bounce on the
castle that Hannah

could joining in or
was it that emotional
euphoria: the exite-

privelege of being
allowed to share in a
little piece of history

[ Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Parker

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

0734-580656

Smiths Garden

Enterprises

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements.

High standard of service: stonework, brickwork, rock
and water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans.
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith on
READING 473098

for free estimates
Viewing of completed projects arranged

had everybody she ment and the in the making.

COIRblIGEmade elear

Mrs Margaret Hill was the speaker at the March meeting of St Peter’s Wives Group
She spoke about “‘CIRDIC", the Churches in Reading Drop in Centre. This had
been established in 1989 as a result of the increasing concern felt by Reading chur-
ches for the homeless. At that time there were over 600 homeless who were not
the responsibility of any official organisation. St Saviour's Hall in Berkeley Avenue
was taken on a short term lease to provide some daytime shelter and food, and
“clients" very quickly came in great numbers. The very dirty hall, with few facilities
has been transformed, with much financial assistance from charities. There is now
hot water, a shower, central heating and a mezzanine floor to provide an upstairs.
Some of the work was done by the clients themselves. A large number of tiles
were given which have been used to great effect in bathroom and kitchen. A
generous donation of proper catering equipment, including stainless steel sinks
and counters, has enabled the provision of a large kitchen. Food is donated by
individuals, and one well known store donates its leftover food at the end of the
day.

The Céntre is open from 9.30-5.30 on Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays. When
open, there is a permanent supply of tea, coffee and sandwiches. Up to one hun-
dred good three course lunches are provided each day. This is, of course, due
to the dedicated service of volunteer helpers, who include a qualified cordon bleu
cookery teacher and an ex forces catering manager! A recent, successful experi-
ment has been Saturday evening opening, when soup and sandwiches are provid-
ed. Statistics of 30 large loaves per day, 6-8Ibs of margarine and sugar and 30-40
pints of milk were quoted! No alcohol is allowed on the premises!

However, Margaret emphasised that as well as the food ete. provided, the social
contact is very important and there is a short, non-compulsory, time for praycr
Already advice and some counselling is given. Future plans include the provision
of a medical room which will be staffed a couple of times per month. The recent
gift from a retiring dentist of all his equipment has allowed plans for its use. Already
some dentists have agreed to supply emergency treatment

Most of the clients are men, though there are a few women, but babies and
children are not allowed as they are well catered for elsewhere

There is a clothes store of men's clothes and donations are always gratefully
received. Also gifts of food etc. sandwich fillings and puddings were particularly
mentioned. Margaret, herself a regular helper, said how very rewarding she found
her time spent at the Centre. New volunteers were very welcome, and anyone
wanting to pop in just to visit would also be welcome. Already there is a small
library and games, and a collection is being built up V.0

COUNTRY COTTAGE
NORTH BRITTANY FRANCE

Fully modernised and spacious, sleeps six
plus cot
10 miles from sandy beaches, lovely coun-
try views.
Vi acre garden and barbecue,
very picturesque.
Phone
(0734) 477525

LASTINGIMPRESSIONS

good books bought and sold

Lasting Impressions stocks good quality second

books, at sensible prices. You'll find us at the Cavershan
Emporium in Bridge Strect. Pop in while you're
passing — or make a special visit. Several book collectors

have been delighted with what they've found!

Lasting Impressions, for good quality second hand

books at the Caversham Empornium

where vou'll also find crafts, china ar

other collectibles

a week from 10.00am to 6.00pm.

Open 7 day

«+ ANTIQUITY ++
DISCO
All sounds back to the 50’s
» Specialist Evenings etc.
MARILYN DAWSON  Tel: 0734 476664
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Attention was focused on the ecumenical scene in Berkshire at the end of
April when all the local Churches Together and Local Ecumenical Projects
throughout the County staged exhibits of their activities in the Piggott School
in Wargrave on the occasion of the Annual Assembly of Churches Together
in Berkshire. Prominent among those was an excellent one from Churches
Together in Caversham put together by Mrs Gill Powell of Caversham Baptist
Free Church. Time was too short to absorb all that was on offer but one was
left with the impression that throughout Berkshire there is a tremendous
range of ecumenical activity and enterprise. The churches are learning to
do many more things together that previously they did separately.

The theme of the day was ‘Called to be One’, a process recently initiated
by Churches Together in England. In the formal sessions Church Leaders
reflected on their ecumenical pilgrimage and gave us details of the ““Called
to be One'" process and raised our sights for the future. The Revd Gordon
Thomas, the Berkshire Baptist Leader who will retire in September after 15
vears in the area, appropriately delved into his ecumenical experiences in
Berkshire. He talked about the perseverance, the prayer and the passion of
those keen on ecumenism, who, empowered by the Holy Spirit, felt a call
from God to pursue it. He illustrated how Jesus’ prayer that they might be
one was being worked outand spoke of the real attempt of Christians to share
together their concern for the world, a world often without God and without
hope. He also indicated how the Churches were learning from one another,
with fresh insights and initiatives. He reminded us that we had one Gospel
— the good news of salvation and forgiveness of sin which was open to all
men. He urged us to pray and try to be more Christlike so that, through what
we are, we may win back men and women to a living faith in Jesus Christ
as Saviour and Lord

The Process

The vision of ‘Called to be One’ was dealt with by the Rt. Revd Leo
McCarty, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Northampton, who is responsible
for that part of Berkshire which was previously in Buckinghamshire and who
is also a member of the Enabling Group of Churches Together in England.
He referred to the Church as the Body of Christ which had been hurt,
persecuted from outside, affected by conflict from within and by rejection,
and which now needed to be made whole and healed, a process which was
slow, not without pain, and subject to relapses. Usually there wasaneed for
calmness and rest. We needed to savour the unity which we already hadand
we must not always be worrying about the future; we needed to be large
hearted, not broad minded. He saw the way forward through local initiatives
and outlined the importance of the ‘Called to be One’ process introduced
by Churches Together in England and in which all the member churches
would participate. As fellow pilgrims we were now endeavouring to find
visible unity, which is a gift from God, and not uniformity.

Each church was being asked basic questions, for example the Roman
Catholics have been asked to look at Eucharist, the Baptists baptism, the
Church of England ministry and the URC authority. Itisa process which has
to be taken seriously and be supported by prayer. Already there had been
much healing, large ecumenical strides had been taken and there were new
beginnings

The Future

The Churches Together in England Field Officer for the South, The Revd
Roger Nunn, talked about how the vision would be carried forward in
togetherness. Much had to be done to get the message across to those in the
pews. He was looking for the time when church members would have a twin
identity: a local church member with a certain tradition and one who
belonged to the wider church. From the outside we still appear to be in com-
petition with one another. What is our vision for the next decade and century?
The church was now one in mission. The next step was one table, but we
still had the paradox of the interchurch families that shared family life but
were still unable to share the communion table. He suggested that England
was leading the whole of Christianity in its great variety of Local Ecumenical
Projects, of which there had been alarge increase. We needed to look at the
locatscene and he drew attention to the recent LEP Consultation at Swan-
wick attended by three from Berkshire, including the Revd Phil Abrey from
Caversham Park LEP. A vision statement from this Consultation would be
going forward to the Enabling Group of Churches Together in England. The
LEPs are at the grass roots where the issues are being teased out. They are
the grit from which the pearls of ecumenism would emerge.

Inan Open Forum, much of the time was spent in examining why it is still
impossible to have an open table. Bishop Leo painstakingly pointed out the
Roman Catholic position whereby communion is regarded aa sign of unity
already achieved. Several spoke of pain of concelebration which was felt
to be a mark of disunity. Although this part of the day did not bring agree-
ment it did bring considerable understanding of the views of our fellow
pilgrims on the road to His Kingdom.

The day began and ended with prayers led by the Shared Church of St
Andrews, Cippenham, and at mid-day the Bishop of Reading, immediate past
Chairman, also led the Assembly in prayer. The success of this day, which
is another milestone in the ecumenical pilgrimage, is largely due to the in-
itiative, effortsand enthusiasm of the County Ecumenical Officer, Sister Janet
Wilcox, SFP.

AROUND

"CALLED TO BE ONE MESSAGE F

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

TELEPHONE 0734 483536
FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

Specialists in the restoration of period buildings

S|
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D. Jewiss
Our picture shows: Church Leaders and others at the Assembly. From right to left: The Revd
Roger Nunn (Churches Together in England Field Officer), the Revd Gordon Thomas (Berkshire
Baptist Leader), the Rt. Revd Leo McCarty (Roman Catholic Bishop of Northampton), the Rt Revd
John Bone (Anglican Bishop of Reading), Sister Janet Wilcox (Churches Together in Berkshire
County Ecumenical Officer) and Dr Owen Jewiss (Vice-Chairman of Churches Together in
Berkshire).

ST BARNABAS IN THE
MIDST OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

On Whitsunday at the end of the St. Barnabas
Alive week a new altar frontal panel specially
designed for St. Barnabas, Emmer Green, by
Jacquie Binns, the well known church em-
broiderer, was used for the first time. The
design was inspired by the passage in the Acts
of the Apostles ‘‘Barnabas was a good man,
full of the Holy Spirit and of faith™ (Acts 11.
24.) and embodies the colours, contents and
themes of the stained glass windows. Named
‘‘St. Barnabas in the midst of the Holy Spirit”’,
the frontal shows the standing figure of St Bar-
nabas holding a gold cross in his right hand.
Above his head in a mysterious white cloud
is a dove, representing the Holy Spirit. The east
and west windows at St. Barnabas show
patriarchs, saints and angels linked by the life
giving vine, Jesus. In the frontal the vine is
depicted to the right of St Barnabas; it also sug-
gests the wine of Holy Communion. The bread
is suggested by some wheat plants around St.
Barnabas’s feet. To the left of St. Barnabas is
a symbolic plant to remind us of the tree of
life and the Jesse tree, the family tree of Jesus;
this also links with the figures in the west win-
dow. Finally the symbol of St. Barnabas, a
Tudor Rose, appears on the front of St. Bar-
nabas’s robe; the same symbol also appears on
the red vestment used at St Barnabas Church.

The frontal is intended for use during the
period from Whitsunday through to Advent.
There is much to contemplate in this excellent
piece of machine embroidery and the stained
glass windows with which it is associated.
Many early Christians were drawn to faith
through St. Barnabas, who was himself full of
faith and the Holy Spirit. The frontal should
be an aid to followers of Christ at St. Barnabas
to grow in faith surrounded by the Holy Spirit.

PAWS. . .
FOR
THOUGHT

From Theophilus to the readers of the Caversham Bridge,
Greelings

and, | fear, apologies, for the editors have
run out of space and the winning names and
entries won't be in 'til next month. Keep
looking!

D. Jewiss
The new altar frontal at St. Barnabas by
Jacquie Binns entitled ‘’St Barnabas in the
midst of the Holy Spirit.

Its first use on Whitsunday at the end of the
week of renewal, known as St Barnabas Alive,
was also highly symbolic.

The new altar frontal will be dedicated in
the presence of the designer, Jacquie Binns,
during the Family Communion Service at
9.30am on Sunday, 26 June, the nearest Sun-
day to the 65th anniversary of the dedication
of the Church. Associated with this will be a
display of embroidery and graphic designs by
Jacquie Binns and others in St. Barnabas Hall
between 11am and 12 noon and 3.00-5.30pm
on the same day.

ST PETER'S

ST MARGARET'S
CAVERSHAM MAPLEDURHAM

GRAND FETE

Saturday 2nd July 1994
CAVERSHAM COURT
Open at 2pm
ADMISSION FREE

Stalls, Sideshows, Punch and Judy,
Bouncy Castle, Children’s Races
Details: 0734 478081
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[AROUND THE CHURCHES|

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH

- Cot;nasv Methodist Church Press Office
Leslie Griffiths

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel:
471703)

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate
Rd. Tel: 472788.

(The Rev. Andrew Tyler. Hon. Asst Priest)

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
478239. .

The Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,

The Vicarage, St John's Road. Tel: 471814.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caver-
sham Park Village. Tel. 475152.

METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED
The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
The Rey Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.
The Rev Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South
View Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418.

SPECIAL SERVICES IN JUNE

Only three weeks before he becomes President of the Methodist Conference
for 1994 -95, the Rev. Dr. Leslie Griffiths will preach at the 6.30pm-service
at Caversham Heights Methodist Church (where he had been the minister from
1974 -1977).

Dr. Griffiths is well-known for his BBC broadcasts on Thought for the Day
and Ten to Ten and as an authority on Haiti where he was a missionary for
eight years.

During coffee after the service on 5th June, a presentation will be made to
Dr. Griffiths in accordance with the tradition that each of his previous chur-
ches provides the incoming President with a gift to help him in his/her year
of office. Some members will travel North from Caversham Heights on Satur-
day, 25th June for Dr. Griffiths' inauguration as 1994/5 President at the
Methodist Conference in Leeds Town Hall (this year's venue).

12th June

The Church Anniversary at Caversham Heights Methodist Church will be
celebrated on Sunday, 12th June with the Rev. Terry Harris (minister there
from 1969 - 1974) preaching at 11am and 6.30pm. Rev. Harris is at present the
minister of Ridgeway Methodist Church, Plympton, Plymouth, where his church
has grown to such an extent (over 400 young people on its premises in a typical
week) that a new church is being built at a cost of £150,000. This will allow
it to extend its week-day activities in the community (already impressive) and
so fulfil its motto ‘‘Serving Christ in the Community"'.

26th June

The Sunday Starters at Caversham Heights Methodist Church celebrate their
Anniversary on 26th June. The preacher at the service at 11am will be Mr.
David Munns, when he and the children will present a devotion for ‘children’
of 1 to 101! After the service it is planned to have a church family picnic and
barbecue (weather permitting) to which all are welcome.

TRADE TAX CHALLENGE

‘‘Who makes the money when we buy something from the Third World?'' That
is the question put to Caversham Heights Methodist Church (and all other
Methodist Churches) this year in the Trade Tax Challenge from the Methodist
Association of Youth Clubs’ (MAYC's) World Action Team with the help of Chris-
tian Aid. The Heights Squash Youth Club asked church members to list the
number of times each day for a week that they used Third World products like
chocolate, coffee, tea, sugar, bananas, nuts, clothes and fabrics, electrical goods,
etc. and at the end of the week to give a tariff for each time an item is listed.

The proceeds were taken by the 20 MAYC members who went from the
Heights to London Weekend (MAYC’s annual National event) on 13-15 May.
On the Sunday morning they worshipped with over 10,000 young Methodists
from all over the country, filling the Albert Hall twice! Maryanne Coates and
Andy Morse helped plan that worship, thinking of the theme ‘‘Burning Issues'’
(which includes the Trade Tax Challenge).

(Caversham Heights Methodist Church is already involved in helping to tip
the balance of trade back in favour of the world's poor through fair trade by
having fair trade goods on sale after morning worship on the fourth Sunday
of each month).

More News from St. John’s

It’s hard to put all the other happenings into perspective and many thanks to
other people who have written about our activities that we have been honoured
to host, but St. John’s continues to be active and is at the moment undertak-
ing a parish audit hopefully to determine which way to step along next. It's
proving very interesting to those doing it; so far we have patterns to show where
our Baptisms, marriages Confirmations and funerals live, and also where our
Electoral Roll members live. We liave also done work on the work and recrea-
tion facilities and also the age range, not to mention where the buses run and
do not run!

We would like to give a final word to the Lent workshops that were held
in St John's and to say thank you to the children and families from St Anne’s
and the Baptist church that came and shared their experiences with our children
and had a happy time.

CAN YOU READ THIS? :

This is the size of print in our large \A
-print hymn-books, which

we use in our monthly meetings. Some people can manage to read this with the use of a magnifiy-
ing glass, others have to rely on their memory and on the reminder of verses being read out before

we sing them.

Our monthly Torch Fellowship meetings are for such people, but often they cannot attend
without the help of sighted friends and drivers to bring them. Imagine, too, the difficulty of not
knowing what is in the sandwich which is put on your plate, or being told you have a cup of
tea in front of you, but not knowing quite where it is, or where to find the sugar bowl. Is the
person you were talking to still there, or have they moved away!

The meetings are held usually on the third Saturday of the month in the Caversham Baptist
Free Church at the bottom of Prospect St., from 3.00 p.m. until about 5.00 p.m. If you can help
in any way — as a driver, at the tea-table, making sandwiches or cakes, or just to be friendly,
Jeanne Smith would like to hear from you — Tel. 484153. If you know of a visually impaired
person who would like to join us, please let Jeanne know, or better still, bring them along to our

next meeting on 18th June.

John Kitcher & Son

re-located to
SPRING FARM STABLES
WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING
Telephone (0491) 872103

Free Estimates in your own home

CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

Y

ﬂﬂxuuuw_xm_tuuuw

Large range of patterns to choose from

NICKSON'’S

CLOLEENSTNREY S SEHEOSP
Country Wear and Country Wares

The country shop for all outdoor pursuits be it:
— Hunting —  — Shooting —
— Walking —  — Riding —
or just country casual!

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 0734 463804

OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK 8.30am—5.30pm

———

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

o«

Wedding Photography S
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
0734 479450 0734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

R




Page 8

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
| CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461336.

OOTSIES

FLORIST
DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS
13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461070. FAX: 0734 461070

NETLEY LAN DSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

Domestic & Commercial Work
Undertaken

Specialist in Fine {
& Traditional &
Furniture

Visit our Workshop by Appointment at
\ 32, Kidmore End Road, Emmer Green, Readmg 7a

FLAMING L\ faslhion fabrics

MICROFIBRES - The man-made fabric with the
look and feel of silk, delicious colours, machine
washable, crease resistant — a great traveller!
Superb quality at £9.99 per metre.
Bridal room downstairs — everything for the
bridal party - including waistcoat fabrics.
Friendly expert advice always available

17 Queen Victoria Street, Reading
Tel: (0734) 394185
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By Watchdog

RESIDENTS' VIEWPOINT

A SUITABLE CASE
FOR INQUIRY

Just why the Borough
Planning Committee
should so easily have
assumed that they
would have lost at ap-
peal if they had refus-
ed planning permission
for Gravel Hill to be
hacked up to provide
access for seven
houses remains a
mystery, as does their
assumption that they
would have been forc-
ed to pay
compensation.

For the eyes of any
reasonable person
there were plenty of
grounds, as explained
in last month’s column,
for refusing this ap-
plication, and even in
the labyrinth of plann-
ing law, it must have
been a border line
case, which is the very
kind that should be
dealt with at appeal.

Anger reached boil-
ing point when it was
discovered that the
firm making this so
called ‘new’ applica-
tion was in fact no
other than Higgs and
Hill themselves,
disguised under the
name of S & G Homes
and Construction, a
subsidiary of one of
their subsidiaries. What
clearer indication
could there be that
Higgs and Hill were
aware of the weakness
of their case so made
the application under
another name.

The Planning Com-
mittee should have
referred the whole
business to the Depart-
ment of the Environ-
ment to have it sorted
out, instead of making
an irreversible decision
that is going to damage
an irreplaceable asset.

Emmer Green
Residents’ Association
have led the
widespread opposition
to this decision and
together with Caver-
sham Residents’
Association have writ-
ten to the Secretary of
State to see if anything

TAX RETURNS

BASIC RATE PAYERS
HUSBAND & WIFE
(Includes home visit)

Small Business Returns from

Tax Saving Advice

18 years experience

W. GROVE A.C.1.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 8XE Tel: (0734) 477032

With all allowances a married couple could earn up to £12,000 Tax Free

3 G E B9
............. £79

.. £150 per year

_Gardiners

10 Church St
Caversham
Reading
RG4 8DZ
(0734) 476666

tﬁmugfwut Berkshire

& its borders

can be done to resolve
this sorry situation. Sir
Gerard Vaughan has
agreed to bring it to
John Gummer’s atten-
tion. Whether it is too
late is another matter. If
planning law can allow
this kind of thing to
happen, it is high time
changes were made.
Nobody in their right
minds could call this a
separate and new plan-
ning application, ex-
cept perhaps Humpty
Dumpty when he said
““When | use a word it
means just what |
choose it to mean —
neither more nor less”.
So if Higgs and Hill
had said in the first
place that they didn’t
like the conditions at-
tached to their consent
so were putting in
another application to
have them removed
would it have been
regarded as a new and
separate application
and if not, why not?

GOLF COURSE GETS
GO-AHEAD

South Oxfordshire
District Council were
bolder than Reading
Borough Council when
it came to dealing with
a controversial plann-
ing application. They
refused it, it went to ap-
peal, they lost but
claims for compensa-
tion against them were
not allowed, they
thought the decision
unsound and took it to
the High Court. The
case | refer to is lhe
thirty-six
Mapledurham golf
course.

The High Court did
not agree with them
and the golf course can
now go ahead. This
was never a clear cut
case, as both sides had
good arguments, and it
is right that it was purs-
ed through all the
available channels. If it
had not been, the
losers, whichever side
that may have been,
would have been left
with a permanent state
of resentment. Now
the venture can be
realised with both sides
working together to en-
sure that it is as worthy
of its position as it can
be.

SWAN LIFELINE

The orange spheres
stretched high above
Caversham Bridge are
not exactly picturesque
but they will be far
more enduring than
the bunting which
became damaged in
the high winds and
ended as more of a
hazard than a safeway
for swans flying
upstream over the
bridge. Safeway, the
grocery “retail chain,

financed the operation
in conjunction with
Berkshire  County
Council. Here they
were the heroes of the
hour, ‘though in
another part of Caver-
sham they are the
villains of the piece.

BACK TO NORMAL

For most people it was
a welcome return to a
two way system when
British Gas finished its
work in Prospect Street
and the traffic flow
reverted to normal. The
alternatives suggested
had their merits, for
there can be few who
would not prefer traffic
free streets, but until it
is clear that it would
not mean pushing the
problem somewhere
else, they had a few
backers. It is certainly
time that the same kind
of money should be
spent on making life
better for residents and
pedestrians as is spent
on cutting a few
minutes off a motorist’s
journey.

CAVERSHAM COURT

The top lawn at Caver-
sham Court, that is the
one below the rockery,
has been raised and re-
turfed. It lies above the
foundations of the old
house that stood there
from pre-Reformation
times until the thirties
of this century, so the
grass never grew really
well there. It would be

around now to see that
no local authority can
get away for long with
spend-thrift irresponsi-
ble behaviour that may
have characterised
some in pre-public par-
ticipation days.

The park rangers
organise all kinds of
events in the parks and
elsewhere. On
Wednesday 15th June
from 7pm to 9pm at
the Mapledurham
Pavilion there is to be
a Gardeners’ Question
Time (see announce-
ment elsewhere).
Questions should be
submitted in advance
to the park rangers at
Caversham Court. My
garden alone could
provice enough pro-
blems to keep the
panel going all the
evening.

CUT THROAT
COMPETITION
Waitrose is a popular
shop with friendly staff,
spotlessly clean and
stocked with most of
the things that anyone
could possibly require.
Recently they have
refurbished themselves
inside, all magically
done like the Tailor of
Gloucester’s ex-
perience, overnight,
possibly with an eye to
retaining customers
who might be tempted
by the offerings - of
Safeway if they get per-
mission to build on
Queen Anne’s playing

fields. One of the con-
cerns about these pro-
posals is the effect it
would have on existing
shops in Caversham
which have served peo-
ple well over the years.
It seemed an un-
friendly move, to say
the least, when
Waitrose started selling
newspapers and
magazines. After all,
these are a lifeline to
some of the smaller
shops, whilst their
absence for Waitrose
would only have a
marginal effecton their
profits. Now they have
introduced a cut and
potted flower section.
There are some good
flower shops in Caver-
sham butthey can’t pro-
vide a way of getting
rich quickly, and they
could have done
without this competi-
tion. It is of course the
head office of Waitrose
and notthe local branch
which decides what to
sell, butsurely itshould
have been possible to
exempt shops in
neighbour-
hood localities with
established shopping
outlets. This smacks of
unfair  competition
which is a blot on
Waitrose’s otherwise
good reputation.

STOP PRESS
Once Sunday trading is
legal, WAITROSE will be
opening from 10am-4pmon
Sundays.

pleasing if a small pla-
que could be placed
there commemorating
this fact.

There is some con-
cern that the
thoughtless might see
this wide expanse of
fresh green grass as an
ideal place for a game
of football or riding
bikes. New bye-laws
are to be introduced
which should afford a
measure of protection
to Caversham Court
and Forbury Gardens
where skateboarding is
a particularly damag-
ing activity.

The park rangers,
who are based at
Caversham Court, are a
hard working lot
whose enthusiasm
goes well beyond the
call of duty. The news
that their numbers
were to be reduced
from four to two was
greeted with dismay.
The reason is financial,
of course and another
example of starving
local government of
the money it needs to
carry out its functions
properly.
responsible
government is an
essential which affects
the daily lives of
everyone and there are

sufficient watchdogs

< Abbeyecrest

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

Nursing Home

DICK SMITH

maintenance

BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

® Alterations, extensions and property

® First class workmanship
o Free, speedy estimates

Ring Reading 482504
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1st CAVERSHAM PARK POND DIP

Back in 1992 when the WOW challenge was issued 1st Caversham Park
Guides decided on a simple straight forward pond dip. Little did they
realise how their afternoon activity would snow-ball into a whole year's
plus environment award!

’I_‘he pond they had decided to dip into is right in the middle of their
‘‘village'’, quite a built up area really, but next to their meeting place.
The pond had been in existence for many years but had been badly
neglected, the dip produced very little signs of life. The girls decided
they would like to do their Conservation Badge, and help sort out the
pond. They contacted the local Park Rangers and put forward their
ideas. The Park Rangers had had similar ideas, so with their backing
and help the work started. At about the same time their plans were
mentioned to the Division Commissioner, who suggested they entered
the Colonel Sanders Environmental Awards, so the appropriate peo-
ple.were contacted, the rules read and it was decided to go for it!

Firstly, a litter pick. This was done every month as part of the Guide
meetings. Then patches were dug around the pond and three hundred
daffodils, crocuses and snowdrops were planted. Wild flowers were
grown from seeds and then the plants were planted. The girls built bat
boxes and bird nesting boxes which the Park Rangers put up for them.
In all they spent twelve months helping to look after their pond, and
kept a photographic record for the environment award, which was
judged in November 1993.

Just before Christmas the girls were delighted to receive a Certificate
of Merit for their work, as well as gaining their conservation badges.
They really have gone green in Caversham Park!

Have you the time and care to assist in the running of a
Brownie Pack?

Two Caversham Packs will have to close unless help is found
soon. Help is required for one and a half hours per week.

If you feel you can help in this valuable task, please contact:

Caversham West District Commissioner

Tel: 753634

1st Caversham Park Guides Pond Dipping!

BADEN POWELL AWARDS

1994 might only be four months old, but for
1st Caversham Park Guides it has been a great
start. We have had two girls gain their Baden
Powell Award — this is the highest award the
girls can achieve as a Guide.

Sarah Elvin was presented with her award
on 18th January and Emma Baxter was
presented with her award doing a variety of
challenges including service to the communi-
ty, camping, world Guiding, craft items, as
well as leading their patrols in various
activities.

They are both going on to the Young
Leaders, Sarah with Guides and Emma with
Brownies.

Well done to both of them.

Sarah and Emma

The Friends of Guiding
SUMMER FETE
Saturday June 25th 3pm-5pm
at St Peter’s Rectory Garden, Church Road
Brownies and Guides serve Cream Teas on the Lawn also games, raffle, cakes and tombola

ale
are

Helping people to live at home

We help care for the elderly and
disabled — in their own home

We can supply an emergency
telephone response service
24 hours per day

For more information, write to:
Dale Care Services
Freepost (RG2937)
Reading RG1 1BR

or telephone:

0734 660001

TERRY RENN

DRIVING SCHOOL
D.O.E., AM.

Teaching since 1958
Fully Qualified

Patience & Reliability
Competitive Rates

Dual Control
Door to Door Service

Tel:- (0734) 476504
ANY TIME

Scooby’s Chiffchaff

A newly arrived Chiffchaff sang from the top of asapling. My King
Charles Cavalier, Scooby, looked up and wagged his tail, as the
Chiffchaff looked down, apparently singing to him, so I held him
in my arms for a better view.

After a few moments, I spoke to the Chiffchaff which showed
nosign of agitation, but reflecting that hissong may well have been
‘territorial’, we withdrew.

Two days later we returned, and after calling ‘Chiffy’, his
‘adopted’ name from our previous visit, he appeared from nearby
woodland, flew to his usual perch and resumed singing.

Scooby again looked up at Chiffy from beneath the tree and
vigorously wagged his tail. I stood well away, feeling ‘surplus to
requirements’ at this unlikely rapport which was taking place. So
interested were they in each other that I had visions of Chiffy
alighting on Scooby’s back to sing in his ear! However, we did not
‘outstay our welcome.’

We re-visited fairly regularly and on ‘blank’ days when Chiffy
was presumably ‘unavailable’, Scooby always lowered his tail in
dejection and waited near his tree.

Several weeks later we were delighted when Chiffy presented
us with his ‘wife and two children’, yet still flew to the top of his
sapling to singa more subdued song to Scooby as his family looked
on from a convenient elder-bush.

This time, ason our first meeting, [held Scooby in my arms. After
awhile, he suddenly gave aslight shiver and stopped wagging his
tail, but continued to watch Chiffy very intently.

A few momentslater, the whole family flew off inasoutherly direc-
tion.Isaid aquiet prayer for them where westood — they neededit!

For several days we returned, calling Chiffy's name without
response, whilst Scooby seemed very distraught.

Each spring we kept our vigil beneath Chiffy’s sapling, always
calling for him, but his corner remained silent and aloof without
his sweet little presence.

That was five long years ago, and strangely, his sapling does not
seem to have grown very much, asif awaiting his return. Sometimes
we have heard other Chiffchaffs afar off — but know that none
is our own dear friend who would have come back to Scooby if it
had been possible.

We miss you so much dear Chiffy — you will forever be with us.

SCOPS OWL
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Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
em.

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice

Entries for future sales

invited

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance
purposes.

The professional alternative to London

1.D Collinson cmmi.

CLOCKMAKER

FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM
Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.
Free local collection service

OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE m
Tel. (0734) 473548

?J BUILDERS 7

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -
Property Maintenance - Patios
Internal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG4 ODN

DARREN SMITH
Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

NOW OPEN IN THE HEART OF CAVERSHAM !

|
Conservatree/& |

PRINT AND DESIGN

Specialists in the use of environmental & re-cycled
paper for all printing applications
10% DISCOUNT for Churches, Schools, Charities,
Welfare Groups

The Courtyard, 36b Church Street, Caversham
(Located in Chester Street Car Park)
Tel: (0734) 479120

e ROYAL COUNTY 8%
IE cianms =

==

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALI:S‘T

25 years experience « Caversham based company

- Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -

Competitive prices - Free quotations - Carpet fitting
service

Tel: 474737

CARPENTER
& JOINER

Security Locks fitted to doors & windows
Phone (0734) 471924
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dpoloprin&le
Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Plecsa condoct the Malron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 0734 476882

..Comfort, Care & Companionship

JOHN @
WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations &

general plumbing and electrical work and
repairs large or small

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE, CAVERSHAM
RG4 0JT (0734) 482584

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings

[ g

HAND PAINTED CHINA ‘
By LINDA CLARKE
Christening & Wedding Plates,
Pet Portraits, Door Plaques etc.

Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-

WORKSHOPS

l Tel: 481271 for details -‘

Rosehill Emmer
Green W.I.

Mrs. J. Stockhill presided
over the last two
meetings of the Institute.
The AGM in March saw,
after some persuasion, a
Committee for 1994/5
being formed.

In April a police dog
handler brought his
beautiful German
Shepherd to show how
the dogs are selected and
trained.

The ‘scrabblers” have
broken up for their sum-
mer holiday but hope to
resume in October. Why
not come and join them?

A successful rummage
sale was held in April
and the receipts were
divided between various
charities which the In-
stitute supports.

Caversham
W.l.

Many talents were on
display at  April’s
meeting. A show of
members’ crafts includ-
ed knitting, embroidery
and collage. The speaker
was one of the
members, Mrs Norah
Coates, who told of her
life and her involvement
with dressmaking and
needlework, starting at
Thameside School at the
age of four and a half.
Many fine examples of
her work were on

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* Security lighting %

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %

* Appliance testing lo latest test requirements %
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %

48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE
Phone: 0734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

display and included a
later interest in painting
and drawing and making
beautiful family
samplers.

The vote of thanks
was given by Mrs Sue
Taylor.

St Andrew's
Fellowship

St Andrew’s Fellowship
met in April for an in-
teresting talk about
Reading’s buses.
Everybody agreed that
they were good value
for money, especially for
pensioners who ride
free! The speaker men-
tioned various altera-
tions and improvements
to the service which
were in the pipeline, in-
cluding steps into the
bus which are capable of
being lowered. He also
talked about the advent
of competition in the
shape of other bus com-
panies coming to the
town.

Caversham
Community
Association

At the first meeting after
Easter the club welcom-
ed a representative from
Reading Borough Coun-
cil who explained some
proposed changes in the
way local government is
organised. The rest of
the evening was led by
the Osbornes, Alan in-
viting people to try their
musical skills with his
electronic organ and
Dorothy demonstrating
some speedy microwave
cakes.

The next week was
the occasion of the
club’s birthday party. A
delicious meal of beef
and salads was followed
by gateaux, trifle and
cream. The entertain-
ment was given by com-
mittee members with
chorus songs, a juggling
display by Tony Lat-
cham, solo songs, piano
pieces and an amusing
sketch. Members went
home happy after birth-
day cake and the raffle
draw.

The month ended
with the AGM which
resulted in some changes
in the officers and com-
mittee. The Chairman is
Mrs Maida Feast, vice-

chairman Mrs Sheila Har-
ries, Secretary Mrs Beryl
Latcham, Treasurer Mr
Alan Osborne. Members
received the financial
report from the retiring
treasurer, Mrs lvy
Masterman who was
thanked for all her work
on behalf of the club.

Members look for-
ward to another happy
year and welcome new
members every Monday
at 7.30pm at the Arthur
Legge Centre.

Caversham
Heights TG

Flower Festivals
and Travels
Those present at the
April meeting of Caver-
sham Heights
Townswomen's guild
enjoyed an unusual pro-
gramme about flower
festivals, churches,
cathedrals and bulbs in
Holland. Mr P. Harms'
slides showed for in-
stance flower floats, and
the arboretum at
Westonbirt with
wonderful autumn col-
ours, together with a
musical accompani-

ment.

One was reminded of
Sir John Betjeman, who
so mourned a then
general indifference to
the look of things, and
what he called a lack of
love. In “First and Last
Loves” he tells how a
church at Port Isaac in
Cornwall was hung with
lobster pots and dressed
with crabs and seaweed,
a harvest festival of the
sea. The talk finished
with a tour of the Cana-
dian Rockies from Van-
couver to Jasper last
autumn. Helen Neil in-
terestingly described a
small group’s visit to the
police training college,
where dogs are also
trained, at Sulhamstead.
Her bring and buy sale
was in aid of guild funds;
Barbara Tyler for the
Blind Association was
offering wine and coffee
on 20th May.

At social studies even
those with no head for
dates found themselves
in sympathy with Mar-
tyn Allies’ enthusiasm
for Christopher Colum-
bus, born in Genoa in
1451. Much was learnt
about how his expedi-
tions came about and
where he travelled. A
first modest celebration
of his voyages was
undertaken in America
in 1792, after the conclu-
sion of the war of
independence.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

Fired with enthusiasm,
the Guild Committee

comprising new and
longstanding members
began their new term of
office with the April
meeting. The Guild are
invited to participate in
the Flower Festival at St
John's Church Caver-
sham on 24th-27th
June by displaying an ar-
rangement of flowers
and to include examples
of members' creative
skills.

Plans were proposed
by Mrs Gale for a further
visit by members to the
Berkshire Museum - of
Aviation at Woodley.
The museum is current-
ly mounting a “'D Day"
exhibition featuring a na-
tional and Berkshire
hero, Douglas Bader.

A sugested ‘Social’
afternoon on the last
Thursday each month
will bring members
together to chat over
their arts and crafts, to
play Scrabble (always
popular) or simply to
discuss current issues
and interests.

The speaker this
month was Mr Chandler
who transported
members by means of
sound recordings and
his fascinating slides to
‘‘Bugs Bottom Wild
Life”’. Members were
delighted to see the
many close-up views of
nocturnal creatures as
well as those to be seen
in daylight - some
seemingly almost posing
for the camera. Mr
Chandler’s knowledge
of the local area was
much appreciated, many
members being unaware
of the extent and varie-
ty of wild life within the
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Bugs Bottom scene. It
would seem, thankfully,
that a fair amount of
woods and land oc-
cupied by wild life will
be left untouched when
the current building pro-
gramme is complete. Mr
Chandler's programme
received much applause.

The rambling group
are planning their next
outing to the Bugs Bot-
tom area. The monthly
competition was for a
paper weight (a popular
one this!), two members
coming tied with most
votes.

Meetings of the Guild
take place every third
Thursday in the month
at Church House; new
members and visitors
most welcome.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

The Guild met on Tues-
day evening in St Bar-
nabas’ Hall on a very wet
and cold evening but, as
usual, the meeting of the
members was warm and
friendly. The Chairman
read a charming letter
received from the retur-
ning officer from last
month's AGM. It men-
tioned what a lively busy
Guild it was.

ARTS & CRAFTS -
Barbara Jepson who has
been organising this
very popular side of the
Guild for two years is
standing down and was
thanked heartily for all

turn to page 11

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

Patios - Pools -

Extensions - Repairs + Alterations
Ponds -
Plumbing - Carpentry - Brickwork

Plastering - Roofing

25 Gosbrook Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Free Estimates

Reading (0734) 478306

Telephone
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SAVE THE CHILDREN CRAFT FAIR

More than 200 people attended the Craft Fair on 30th April to

celebrate 75 years of Save the Children.

The demonstrations and exhibits in the Church Hall were varied
and interesting. Demonstrations included Painted Pottery, Pillow
Lace, Cross Stitch, Crochet, Corn Dollies and Wood Turning, Dried
Flowers, Tatting, Embroidery, Painting on Glass, Chinese Silk-
Painting - to name a few. A cake stall was the usual firm
favourite, as were the Ploughman’s Lunches which sold out before

1.30 p.m.

The Exhibition in the Church demonstrated the many talents
of those who brought along items for display. These ranged from
Quilting, Water-Colour and Oil-Painting, Photography, Tapestry,
Cross-Stitch and many other forms of embroidery. A beautifully-
made Wedding Dress and Bridesmaid’s Dress, with head dress
and basket of flowers completed the picture and were com-
plemented by a Cross-Stitch Sampler, embroidered by the Bride’s
Grandmother, which depicted the wedding scene.

Children.

Visitors were delighted witha display of Dolls Houses — all hand-
made with every possible piece of furniture included to delight a
child’s heart. Some Olde Worlde shops were also on display.

A photographic exhibition and slide show of a visit to Poland
completed the picture. (no pun intended!)

Visitors were also able to visit the stall selling items from the
Save'the Children Catalogue and to pick up some good bargains
on the second-hand toys and books stall.

As I write the total raised is $708 and rising. It is hoped that
the final total will be §750 to celebrate 75 years of Save the

My thanks go to all who contributed in any way - from the
demonstrators and exhibitors, to the stewards, kitchen helpers,
ticket sellers and, probably most important, those who helped
to clear up afterwards to leave the Church clean for the Sunday
Service next day. I cannot thank you all enough.

Janet Offord - Chairman, Caversham Group
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her work during those
years. In the future it has
been suggested that
perhaps the ARTS &
CRAFTS could be
organised on a month to
month basis with a dif-
ferent person holding
the session each month.

WORDS & MUSIC -
Next meeting will be
based on ““A Good
Read”. Modern books
only.

RAMBLERS - have
had two walks since the
last meeting, one along
the Thames in Caver-
sham with a “'Coffee
Stop” and then walking
into Reading to visit
Reading Technical Col-
lege for lunch. The se-
cond walk was to Elven-
don Priory to see the
daffodils. It was ex-
tremely wet under foot
still and very much
“Welly walking' but
everyone enjoyed it.

Plans for the Emmer
Green Jumble Sale on
Saturday May 14th to be
held in St Barnabas Hall
in the afternoon were
being organised.

The talk for the even-
ing was by Mr D. Mer-
ryweather on “‘Turner
and Constable. Mr Mer-
ryweather explained
how very different
Turner and Constable
were from one another.
Turner was a confirmed
bachelor and a young
genius whose career
took off very early in his
life. Turner knew a lot
about the sea and his
paintings of the sea were

very accurate. Many of

Turner’s paintings are of
the sunrise or sunset.
Constable had a seven

year engagement before

he finally married; then
they had eight children
and his wife died at a
very early age. Constable
painted the seasons over
and over again and he
painted mainly during
the midday. He was con-
sidered a natural painter
and liked to paint Word-
sworth country giving
great detail to the skies.

Both Constable and
Turner were plain ‘Mr’

and  neither  was
knighted. Both - were
forerunners of the im-
pressionists, Both men
would work on pain-
tings for months, main-
ly having to prepare
their own materials
unlike the artists of to-
day with all the gadgets
available to help.

The May meeting was
spent on ‘‘Programme
Planning” with a Sales
Table of plants.

Caversham
Ladies Club

It was the Easter Party
meeting and very gay the
tables were beginning to
look with plates of
goodies being put out.
Unfortunately the ex-
Chairman, Mrs Harwood,
was again unable to at-
tend, having had another
spell in hospital, but she
was brought home that
dayatlunchtime and im-
mediately phoned to wish
allmembers a happy after-
noon at their party.

It was now time for the
party to begin and as
usual at Club parties, the
Committee  did  the
waiting on members.
The top table had alove-
ly cake in the centre and
as the custom is at Easter,
it was covered and
decorated with ~ mar-
zipan. Mrs  Queenie
Strong was the kind lady
todo thehonours of cake
etc.

Time was catching up
for closing the meeting.
Members were given an
egg and told the next
meeting was a video of
Red Cross activities and
work, so. with lots of
chatter and thanks for all
the help members had
given in clearing up, the
meeting closed onanother
enjoyable occasion.

University of the
Third Age,
Reading Branch

April Activities
The Open Meeting at the

Kennet Room had for its
speaker Peter Ford. He is
one of the chief fund
raisers for Feed the
Children. This charity
started nearly four years
ago and has already
distributed £12 million
in aid. Reading is the on-
ly base. It now concen-
trates on Bosnia but
much help has been
given to Albania and
Romania. Volunteers
were asked for at its col-
lecting depot and also as
collectors for the
Charity.

The group had an in-
teresting and infor-
mative Study Day at
Church House. They
had lectures and films on
Butterflies, Bats and
Badgers - all given by
enthusiasts of wildlife in
the Thames area. The
month ended by a visit
to Basingstoke Theatre
to see ‘The Lion in
Winter'. The newly
refurbished Haymarket
is very comfortable and
Brian Blessed was
magnificent in the main
part of Henry II.

The Playreaders made
a big change from
Shakespeare to read
Miller’'s ‘Death of a
Salesman’. The Books
group remain with
Thomas Hardy. The
Local History group
heard the results of
research into the Sutton
family.

New members are
always welcome. Please
contact the Membership
Secretary, Mrs Grace
McGregor Tel. 866037.

Chazey W.I.

The May Meeting was an
evening of serious
discussion. The resolu-
tions to be placed before
the Triennial General
Meeting of the National
Federation of Women's
Institutes in June were
considered. Before the
open discussion, Mrs
Margaret Jones, Volun-
tary County Organiser,
explained the
background or legal
position of the three
resolutions.

The first, to urge the
Government to consider
presumed consent and
required request to
facilitate the donation of
organs for transplant,
was the most difficult.
Whilst it was easy to see
that the plight of those
awaiting organs could be
eased and that doctors
would be spared the
awful job of requesting
the newly bereaved to

give their consent, it was
also easy to imagine the
horror of those who had
never heard of presum-
ed consent. There are
over one thousand
kidney patients awaiting
transplants and of heart
patients, one in four is
likely to die awaiting a
suitable organ. This is of
concern to everyone.

The second resolution
urged the Government
not to cut the threshold
of Legal Aid to £65 per
week of disposable in-
come. It was considered
that only the very rich
could afford to go to law
anyhow and that the ma-
jority of citizens had no
access to the courts even
when the threshold was
£75. It was felt that
solicitors and barristers
were the only ones who
gained through law suits.
The third resolution
concerned the un-
workable key legal test
in the Obscene Publica-
tions Act that material
“must have a tendency
to deprave and cor-
rupt”’. This being almost
impossible to prove, the
courts cannot deal effec-
tively with the
purveyors of explicit sex
and violence. The alter-
native of causing offence
to reasonable people
through the publication
of material degrading to
man, woman or child
seemed more likely to
succeed.

The Chazey W.L
delegate to the Triennial
General Meeting is Mar-
jorie Harrison, Hon.
Treasurer, who will
report to the members
on 5th July. The meeting
on 7th June is an even-
ing outing with supper
to Broughton Castle.

St
Peter’'s
Wives

At the February meeting
the Rev. Elizabeth
Brazell  entertained
members with anec-
dotes and slides of her
travels as a music ex-
aminer. The audience
was transported round
the world and had fun
guessing the places
shown on the screen.
Before the meeting end-
ed the speaker sat at the
piano and  had the

assembled company
singing lustily from sheet
music she provided. The
whole evening was
thoroughly enjoyed by
all present

Mrs Margaret Hill
spoke at the March
meeting where members
learned all about the
Drop-in Centre run by
the churches in Reading.
She had so much in-
teresting information to
pass on that a separate
article has been written
about her talk.

In April the group was
treated to a fascinating
demonstration of
Chinese brush painting
given by Mrs. Jean Tur-
ton. She told the group
that the Chinese had
been using brushes for
some 6,000 years and
that Chinese philosophy
and art are intermingled
The group learned that
there are many dif-
ferences betwen eastern
and western art. One of
the most important is
that in eastern paintings
there is always twice as
much space as there is
painting, to enable the
spirit of the painting to
flow on. As she spoke,
her audience watched
with lively interest the
unfamiliar brush techni-
ques rapidly creating
birds, fish and all man-
ner of plants. Once
again, those present had
enjoyed an entertaining
and informative
evening.
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BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

ST JOHN’S CHURCH
CAVERSHAM

SAINTS ALIVE!

A FLOWER FESTIVAL
FOR THAMES VALLEY ALIVE
FRIDAY JUNE 24
SATURDAY JUNE 25
SUNDAY JUNE 26 2pm - 6pm
MONDAY JUNE 27 10am —4pm

ADMISSION FREE

10am - 4pm
10am—-7pm

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN A RIC.S.
Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

Ring Reading (0734) 479093

The Entertaining Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Teleph?ne
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642




M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

PLUMBING

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:

481929

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Telephone Reading 477904

Experienced Tutor
BSc, MSc, C.Stat

PRIMARY - SECONDARY

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

WN
a4, FIXING BY OUR O

& FIXING EXPERTS e

Z=#" % 55 Donkin Hil %\

Pt Caversham \
Reading RG4 0DG

EFEIED
0734 478853/479163  'mam

EN

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM COMMO('}‘CSH'E PANGE
PHOTOGRAPHS S
WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPORT Tel. Reading
474049
A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

® 26 years experience
® Carpet repairs

® Re-adaptions

® Vinyls

READING
479280/500472
Mobile:
0831 203530

B, ¥ -GODEREX

The Market Garden,
Goring Heath.
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5
Sunday 9.30-Noon
Tel: (0491) 681541

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
hL‘(TEF, MACHINES

ATCO, e €6 es

0.091....’................

(0734) 470297

|

o Y(é“' 0 PETER BURTON
T SHOP i
‘ e PAINTER & DECORATOR
| CAVERSHAM \ PRIVATE &
| [ SUB-CONTRACT
| Gee Gee Pets | | P
and Aquan’a ‘ \~ MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
| 29 PROSPECT STREET | ESTIMATES FREE
Reading 472422 | ‘ i
s ‘ | Tel:- Reading
B

|

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, '
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

e+

r 7
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham Tel: 461393
3 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
House arrangements can be undertaken by our
caring experienced staff
* 24 Hour Service % Private Chapels of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE
PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE
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Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

I
1
|
i
1
: FASHION FABRICS,
i
1
1
1
1
1

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

A. C. DUNN
WASHING
MACHINE
REPAIRS

MOST POPULAR MAKES
0734 475319 |

DOG CLIPPING, STRIPPING,
SHAMPOOING, GROOMING
and NAIL CLIPPING

for all breeds
Telephone Barbara Hough at

ClUPand STUE"

0734 478734

over 25 years experience irt
all aspects of dog grooming

-———---————-----1

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

BRIDAL FABRICS,
PATTERNS,
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
DRESS MAKING & ALTERATIONS
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

@AVERSHAM &OI(SIDP

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

WALLABIES
BOUNCY CASTLES
Any size <

Any event fj

Good rates / )
Good service  §
FUNI! //?

CALL ~85\8‘) A.N(TIP AE

Special Airport Service
LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT
COMPARES TRAINS
ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE
LICENSED CARS

READING 470690

D&D

Window Cleaning
All jobs undertaken
£2.50 front or back
£5.00 whole house
OAP's 50p off front or back
Ring Dick or Darren on

0734 476048

FABRI KATE

is now in demand from
READING to SWINDON

BOOK NOW
or she'll be too busy
DRESSMAKING
do call
0793 864120

3rd Reading (St. Peters)
Scouts

Marquee
for hire
30" x 16’

Very reasonable rates

Tel. 483391

TOMAUN & SON J R. McCARDLE
(N.A.FD.) ;
MASTER MASONS
Funeral B
Directors Marble, Stone and
Granite
48 New Street Restoration and all
Henley-on-Thames other masonry
undertaken
Telephone 3370 READING 262362
DAY AND NIGHT
ARTHUR
BUTLER A. F. JONES
P d e ATETE T
ihenprld MASTER
A MASONS
FUNERAL Craftsmen in Stone
DIRECTORS FORDRE
Telephone READING
(0491) Telephone
573370 573537




