UNVEILED:

Plans have now been revealed for
the extensive redevelopment of the
run-down St Martin’s Precinct in the
centre of Caversham. They include
the enlargement of the Waitrose
supermarket and the construction of
a two-level car park.

The state of the 1960s precinct has
been a common complaint for many

years. The property company,
Hermes Real Estate Investment
Management, who bought the

precinct in 2007, has already made a
number of improvements including
refurbishment of the upper floor
flats on Church Street and extensive
repairs to drainage. Late in 2013,
there was an informal indication
that more ambitious plans were
being developed.

In May these plans were unveiled
to the public. Representatives from
Hermes and the design team from |
architects Barton Willmore, |
organised a series of presentations |
on outline plans and public sessions
were held on two days. In total,
more than 500 people attended. The
plans were then made available on a new website, www.stmartinscentre-
caversham.co.uk.

A major change will be the expansion of Waitrose across the passageway
from the car park to Church Street and into the space now occupied by
Superdrug. The expanded store will have new entrances on Church Street
and onto the car park and new public toilets, replacing the current toilet
block, will be provided inside Waitrose. The QS store will close and
Superdrug will move into that space. A

At the end of the precinct, nearest the telephone exchange, a new
building will include a Pizza Express restaurant on the ground floor and
residential accommodation above. Residential accommodation will also be
added above Boots and Costa Coffee. The Iceland building will be extended
upwards and it is hoped to provide a small cinema with associated bar and
restaurant. .

The layout of the car park will be changed and an open deck built over
the Waitrose car park with ramps for cars and a lift for pedestrians. The
outer walls will be timber clad with planting and there will be a net
increase of 52 spaces. The upper deck will provide level access to Reflex.

While footpaths across the car park are to be reviewed, the entrance and
exit to the car park and the Waitrose delivery area will remain unchanged.
A new service area for other businesses will be created which will be gated
during the day and deliveries restricted to the evening.

A new square, called Caversham Square, will be created around the new
trees at the back of the butcher’s shop and this may be suitable for small
local events.

CADRA committee members Paul Matthews and Helen Lambert examine the plans

FACELIFT
SCHEME FOR PRECINCT

The roots of the trees in St
Martin’s Square have been
causing many problems,
damaging drains and lifting
the paving. These are to be
removed and new trees will
be planted with root
barriers to prevent further
damage. It is not yet entirely
clear whether the trees at
the front of St Martin’s
Square or the street trees
near the telephone
exchange are to be retained.
New trees along the back are
shown on the drawings,
lining the edge of the car
park.

The individual shopfronts
along Church Street will be
replaced to bring more light
into the shops and the shop

e
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signs will be brought
forward to the front of the
awnings.

= During the consultation,
people were asked to say
what they liked about the
plans and to make comments — specifically on the type of building
materials shown. At the end of this process, Barton Willmore indicated that
there had been a strong reaction against the timber and render finish shown
for the new block by the telephone exchange and for the upward extension
over Boots and Costa. y

The Caversham Traders Association and CADRA (Caversham and District
Residents’ Association) have kept in close touch since the proposals were
first announced. The proportion of independent traders is part of the
essential local character and it is important that the independents can
continue to thrive. The sense of a village community, which comes partly
from the remaining Victorian buildings, is also precious to many people.

For years, we have all been asking for a regeneration of the old 1960s
precinct. This should be an opportunity to improve the 1960s buildings, to
improve the relationship between old and new and to resolve some
existing problems. The scheme has great potential for Caversham.
Structurally and architecturally, it has to fit around much of the existing
buildings. Has it yet arrived at a design which retains a distinctive centre
with character?

Comments prior to the formal planning application have now closed.
There will be the usual opportunity to comment through the planning
process. Once the application is decided, Hermes hopes to start work in
March 2015. The first stage would be the Waitrose expansion and car park.
Phasing is designed to allow all businesses to remain open with intended
completion March 2016.

Details of the scheme can be seen on page 3
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505

rector @ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Jeremy Tear
St John's Vicarage, St John's Road,
Caversham RG4 5AN Tel: 946 2884

Revd Marion Pyke
26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ
Tel: 947 5834

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Becky Lovatt, 1 Forge Close, Caversham
RG4 8BG. Tel: 948 2530

email: beckybawden @hotmail.co.uk or
beckybawden @btinternet.com

BAPTIST

Revd Rob Beardsley.

Tel: 07515 260019

email rob.beardsley @sky.com

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Mike Walker, Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille, Mrs Myra
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Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.
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CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
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COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mrs Marjorie Tillman. Tel 947 5711.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.
COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road,
Caversham, Reading RG4 BEH
Tel: 07949 980982

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House,
| Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT
by

Derek Chandler

Giving and receiving

| wonder if you have ever come across the children’s story, ‘Badger’s
Parting Gifts’? It is now 30 years old and has been read in schools and
pre-schools in that time. Badger is old, and he knows that soon he will
die. He is not afraid, and is only worried about how his animal friends will
feel when he's not around any more. One day he settles down in his chair
and has a dream that he is running, fast and without pain, towards a long
tunnel. The next day his friends discover that he has died and read a
note he has left for them, which simply says "Gone down the Long
Tunnel. Goodbye, Badger". His friends are desperately unhappy. Mole
in particular takes Badger's death very badly. Winter sets in, and all the
friends continue to feel very sad.

Spring finally appears, and the friends begin to visit each other and
talk about all the happy times they had with Badger. Together they realise
that Badger left each of his friends a parting gift - a memory of
something he had taught them that they could now do extremely well.
Their sadness melts like the snow, and they remember Badger with a
smile on their faces as they face the spring with their new found gifts. It
is a book designed to help children explore bereavement with adults.
The Christian metaphors are clear. Goodbyes are not always easy,
particularly if they are imposed by redundancy, divorce, or death. There
can be a long grieving process. But they are necessary if we are ever to
grow as human beings.

Recently | have been sitting with my oldest son in our car while he has
been learning to drive. If you are used to being in the driving seat you
might agree with me that it takes trust to let that go. But you must let it
go to build up the confidence of the driver. Letting go is important. My
son’s confidence to drive is, in part, helped if | let go. In a way it’s like a
goodbye and they are important too as any child can tell you who has
read “Badger’s Parting Gifts”. Part of our growth as human beings
comes from the realisation that we cannot and probably should not,
always be in control. As | think of these things | also think about my life
and | ask myself, “How many times have | really trusted God to be in the
driving seat of my life? Or do | want to do it all myself, giving him the
wheel only when | can’t cope?”

| would like to end with these questions for us to consider:

At this moment in time are there goodbyes we need to make?

At this moment in time are there gifts we should hand on in trust?

What do we need to let go of at this moment in time, in order that God
may do more of the driving in our lives?

Difficult questions. How we choose to answer them will define our
destination.

The Rev Derek Chandler is the vicar of St Barnabas church,
Emmer Green

CAVERSHAM & EN
GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled

in our neighbourhood and visits to the sick
or housebound. If you would like to
give to the community by joining us
as a volunteer driver or as a visitor,
then do get in touch with us.

B
SR © e @

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466

Monday to Friday 9.30am -11.30am iy
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RGA BAX

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.30am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street

10.30am Moming Worship each Sunday
7.00pm Powerhouse Service - 2nd Saturday
each month
3.45pm Messy Church - for all the family
Last Sunday of the month
GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the August 2014 issue should
be sent to the Caversham Thameside and
Mapedurham parish office by Monday 30th
June. The date for the September 2014 issue
is Monday 28th July. Email address is
secretary @ctmparish.org.uk
Advertising copy for the August issue should be
sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren
Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 27th June.
The date for the September issue is Friday
25th July

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00n0on
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Gill Madeley nanort.

Garden Design & Maintenance

Gardening & Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

* Garden Design * Planting

* Maintenance ° Advice Reliable Gardening Service:
« Seasonal Clearance Paintings & Commissions * One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
Handprinted Photographs 3 x4y « Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
Caversham, Reading, Berkshire Flash Animation Workshops ~| « Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.
Artwork & Photogra
10118 SATITIERNES 0_7971 B Mike Brand 94795 1 ;)gy Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com A=z
mikebrand.co.uk

Bathrooms

Slleeﬁs

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or

Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@ steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Sartorielle

ilates Classes at Church House, Caversham
Fully insured Level 3 Matwork Instructor

Classes for posture, lower back pain, mobility and fitness
with specialised classes for Osteoporosis

For further information please call Tracey Davis MBCPA
on 07760 160648 or email tracey@sartorielle.com

XXX

REPs

- MOBILITY

- scooters * power chairs

+ wheelchairs -riser/recliner chairs
- commodes -adjustable beds

- walking aids - continence care

- bathlifts + bathing products
lots more products in-store

01189 86 21 21

221 Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 8HA

Ableworld

Your Local Specialist

(e e ion |

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7THR
www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk
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s«2%2 Doggy Dips

9%

Doggy Wellbeing Centre
Hydrotherapy and Physiotherapy
Doggy Day Care and Socialisation

On Site Grooming ine. Nall Trimming

Dog Walking Services

Health, Rehabllitation, Fitness and Fun!

0118 972 4849

o dogydips o0 uk
worw doggydiym oo Lk
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From the Lookout Post

CADRA AGM and local planning

More than 70 people attended the CADRA
annual meeting and presentation on local
planning in May. It came at a busy time, just as
the first presentations were being made on
plans for St Martin’s Centre in Caversham and
arrangements for construction access across
Christchurch Meadows for the new pedestrian
and cycle bridge.

A summary of CADRA’s activities over the
past year highlighted work on the Sharing our
Streets project. Copies were available of the
draft Vision Statement, which is the first step
towards establishing an agreed plan to improve
traffic measures through the centre of
Caversham.

The aim is: “To enhance Caversham centre as
a high quality place for shopping, working,
living and leisure and to promote an
economically, socially and environmentally
sustainable village centre for the 21st Century.”

A show of hands confirmed support for the
Vision, which was also circulated for comment
to CADRA members and Caversham Traders.
More detail of the Sharing our Streets project is
available at www.cadra.org.uk.

Professor Gavin Parker, chair of planning
studies at Reading University, then talked about
the UK planning system in relation to other
countries across the world and the changes
brought in by the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) in 2012. The “assumption in
favour of sustainable development”, which is
central to the NPPF, is defined locally by the
Reading Local Plan. This is highly significant
as, without an approved local plan, applications
are decided on the very broad policies of the
NPPF.

Professor Parker went on to talk about
Neighbourhood Planning. This is designed to
provide local empowerment as part of localism

but also to achieve growth. Where there is no
parish council, a Neighbourhood Forum would
be set up and one of the early decisions would
be to decide on the neighbourhood boundary. In
both Woodcote and Sonning Common, local
people have recognised that their village will
expand and have chosen to proceed with
neighbourhood planning in order to shape and
direct development. Professor Parker kindly
made his presentation available and there is a
link from www.cadra.org.uk

Lynette Baker, area planning officer at Reading
council, talked about the process to develop the
local plan and the different policy levels within
it. A housing needs assessment is in progress for
Reading and its conclusions will be significant
in determining housing plans for the borough.
Responding to a question on building in the
flood plain, she highlighted the importance of
the report by Sir Michael Pitt in 2007.

In determining individual planning
applications, officers must consider whether
the plan constitutes Permitted Development.
Among  other issues, they consider
“unneighbourliness” which includes the
question of safegudrding the amenity of
neighbouring properties. In Reading, 94 per
cent of applications are delegated to officers to
decide but ward councillors may decide to “call
in” an application to be decided by the
planning application committee. Enforcement
of planning conditions is largely a reactive
process following complaints made to the
council.

The evening came to a close with a retiring
collection for the Alzheimer’s Society. Many
people stayed to discuss local issues and put
individual questions to the visiting speakers.

Daniel Pagella from the team at The Heights
Primary School was available to explain
progress and respond to questions.

‘ Professor Parker responds to questions at the meeting

Ruch s d XA WA S, T, GBS BN 4




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JULY 2014

Recollections of old Caversham

This anonymous article has been sent to us by a Caversham
Bridge reader. It was given to him by a friend whose father had
grown up in Caversham and it was found after he died, so perhaps
it was written by his wife. Apart from that nothing is known about
it. Is there any reader who can help us identify the author?

I was born in 1915 and lived in Southview Avenue all my
childhood. The road was rough gravel with lots of potholes and
many puddles; the best part was when they froze into lovely slides
in winter.

There were several good houses nearer St. Anne’s Catholic
Church end, but beyond Ardler Road they were few and far
between. The rest of the land comprised well-kept allotments. St

. John’s Road and Ardler Road were similar — very few houses and
allotments.

Our house was detached, but should have had a house attached
to it (the fire places were there), but the builder never finished it,
so we had a double front garden with many fruit trees. Dad also had
an allotment further down the road. We kept chickens and pigs, so
there was always a side of bacon on the kitchen wall. The eggs were
stored in a large bed pan (to store for winter) in the larder.

The fruit was laid out on wooden racks in specially-built sheds,
and the wood for lighting fires was also stored in sheds. A load was
delivered by horse and cart from Elliott’s, the off-cuts of the wood
work they manufactured. My brothers and sisters loved to go
through it to find some lovely shaped pieces of wood, and often
chopped some of the wood on the chopping block, but my young
brother chopped the top of his thumb off and I found it in the
garden! He was three years old at the time.

Open fires provided the heating. Mother had to clean the hearth
with a hearth stone, also the front doorstep. The front room fire was
lit on Sunday and, if we were ill, we had a fire in the bedroom. Of
course, there was no electricity. We had a gas-jet in the scullery and
one bedroom and a gas globe with mantle in the dining room. The
front room had an oil lamp and we had candle-sticks to carry when
we went to bed, with stone hot water bottles in winter, filled from
a large kettle which was always boiling on a trivet attached to fire
bars.

A fire was lit under the brick-built copper for boiling the
washing, with large galvanised baths to rinse: a ‘blue bag’ was put
into the final rinse. A mangle with large wooden rollers was in the
shed to squeeze out the water, and clean sheets were put through
again when dry to save the ironing. We had a pump for pumping
up the water from the well, but later we had water laid on. Before
this the toilet was a pine seat with a bucket beneath, and contents

Hemdean Hous_e
School

Independent day school

were taken into the garden and dug into a
hole.

A pond stretched between St John’s Road
and Ardler Road. My brothers, sisters and
friends played in Ardler Road at the back of
our houses. On the corner of Ardler Road we
found “milk maids” among the little paths,
with willow trees dipping in the water. The
pond end nearer Gosbrook Road was deeper
and open. The Snow Flake laundry was in
Southview Avenue, with gates in St Johns
Road, but is no longer there. The Star public
house was a little thatched cottage. Lower
Caversham more or less finished there.
Woodlands Cottage and Woodland Farm
were in Lower Henley Road and there were
hedges along the roadside.

Donkin Hill had a few terraced houses and
there were a few at the end of Southview
Avenue, with Mrs Fuller’s shop on the
corner. Beyond the houses was a narrow
hill, hedges and banks each side, where we
picked wild violets. Just Barclose House was
there, half-way up on the left. It is no longer
there.

The Anglefield Road was all allotments.
There must have been some good gardeners
in those days. Opposite the top of Donkin
Hill was a little round house and beside it
was a lane which led up to the kissing gate.
Corn was grown in the fields by the path
which is still there, next to the Henley Road
shops. There was another round house at
the entrance to May’s Farm, where the
Travellers’ Rest pub is now.

St Johns Road held its fete in May’s field
in front of the lovely old White House, later
the Royal ‘Show was held on this land,
where Mayfield Drive is now. Mayfield
Drive was built about 1936 onward and I
lived there when I was first married in 1937,
and saw the other half built. We went to St
John’s Sunday school and after, we would
walk up Donkin Hill through Horse Close to
Peppard Road. We picked wild flowers in
Horse Close, made daisy chains, picked
Lady’s Slippers and Knap Weed, (wasn’t it
hard to pick!). Emmer Green was still woods
and fields. We climbed the stile by Emmer
Green pond and crossed the Co-op fields, to
the lane by Bottle Cottages, so called

because they had bottle-ends worked into
the brickwork (no longer there). On to
Surley Row, then back down Peppard Hill,
Cromwell Road through Mrs Reeves’
passage Her shop was at the bottom of
Cromwell Road.

Balmore House was half way up Peppard
Road and there were just two little cottages
next to the Prince Of Wales pub where my
friend’s granny lived, and a few larger
houses on Derby and Grosvenor Road side,
with Queen Anne’s School on the corner.
Elliott’s used to hold the summer fete in
Queen Anne’s playing fields (I fell off the
end of a rather large see-saw when it was
high!) and Dad ran the coconut shy!

Prospect Street was the main shopping
street. The Co-op grocery store was on the
corner of North Street with Colebrook the
butchers and fishmongers next door. Then
the Co-op built a new “superstore”
opposite, and the old grocery shop became
the Co-op butchers. To shop, it was best to
give a list to the assistant so he could collect
several things at once. He would weigh
sugar and put it into little blue bags and
weigh flour or cake fruit, then you would
need to go over the other side for cheese,
butter, bacon and wait for your turn again -
it took ages! Thank goodness when I became
a housewife a man would call for the order
and it was delivered to the door and paid
for when he came for the next order.

The Post Office was in the same place, but
had been modernised. Jackson’s was on the
corner of Short Street. Near the Co-op was
Parslows the bakers, Milwards shoe shop,
Meadays and Smith’s newsagents. We used
to like to read the cheeky post-cards
displayed in the windows. Robinsons, the
builder’s yard, was above the Co-op, and
down the bottom was Howes the drapers. It
was a double-windowed shop that sold
towels, bed linen, haberdashery and collars.
Often the goods were marked a farthing less
than the full shilling, as we do today - £1.99
instead of £2.00. It was marked 1s 11 3/4d
instead of 2s (two shillings) and we were
often given a strip of pins for change instead
of a farthing (a farthing was a quarter of a
penny).

for boys — 3 -11 years

& girls 3 -16 years

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

i Mrs Samantha Vistuer E
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis o

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns 10 in-growing toe nails, foot pm:n 1o veruccas
Diabetic, Poor ci ion, Rk i patients we

jalist T hotics & Nail Surgery

hanics, O

For a Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST
SOLICITORS

Contact Paul Griffin based in Caversham for
«+ House & Flat moves
«» Wills Probate and Inheritance cases,
<+ Co-ownership issues
< Family law.

Contact Paul on 0118 909 9998 or e-mail
paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk Paul offers
home and out of hours visits, at no extra charge

AWG is & by the Soli
Authority [ no 00046377 ]

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE
Open 9.00 am to 2.00 pm on Tuesdays
in St John’s Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Come and try our quality coffees, teas,
soft drinks, cakes and biscuits!

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading

vale
west

Friendly

i personal

Thursday” is

Fisherman day!

*evary Thursday 2pm - Gpm

St. Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PL
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Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you fike to have this paper
delivered 10 you monthly?

Email us at

erapy Senior cavershambridgenews @gmail.com

giving your name and address.
ist/Counsellor Altematively copies of this paper can be
purchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

Call Janet on 01188 464085
email: janetekent@ntiworld.com

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA MRQA RCCA
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, $0 WOODCOTE RD, CAVERSHAM
Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines / Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems
0118 947 6067/www.aromatherapycaversham.co.uk

leslie@aromatherapycaversham.co.uk Vouchers available

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)
Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
Can accommodate for example:
« Children's parties / Family celebrations

* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

*®
2009
>

RICHE I'E]1 D
FLOORING

+ Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
+ Samples to view In your home/office day/evening
« Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
« Fast turn around on fitting if required
* Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and Install: Karndean - Amtico
Cormar - Elka - Quickstep - and more...

Tel: 01189 561 735

10 Richfield Avenue, Reading, Be:

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk / ww

hire, RG1 8EQ

vieldflooring.co.uk

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents
specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham
area.
We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all
aspects of the sale of residential property.
Our services includes:
+ Free valuations
+ Probate valuations
« Accompanied viewings
« Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers
* Professional staff who live within the area
* Regular up-date reports
« Strong local reputation for obtainin g results
= Discreet marketing services
If you are looking to move now or in the near future
please feel free in either calling into our offices in
Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the
number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA
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Tennis club nets £38,000 for revamp

Work has started on a major redevelopment programme at
Mapledurham Tennis Club. The club, which is located at
Mapledurham playing fields where it has four hard courts and a
clubroom in the adjacent pavilion, has recently secured a £38,800
grant from Sport England for improvements.

With a £27,000 contribution from the club’s own funds, a total of
more than £66,000 is available for the project. The money will be
spent on re-fencing and resurfacing the courts, adding a verandah
and disabled toilets to the pavilion, and will also contribute towards
improved disabled access and parking bays. The area around the
courts will start to be re-landscaped as part of an ongoing project.

The club hopes the renovation work will help to attract new
members and plans to begin coaching for special needs youngsters
in September and wheelchair players in phase two in 2015.

This is a big step forward in the campaign to raise funds to replace
Mapledurham pavilion. Reading Borough Council has pledged
capital towards the project and the Warren and District Residents’
Association has so far raised around £40,000. Donations towards the
project qualify for GiftAid, and can be made via the Virgin Money
Giving website to the Mapledurham Recreation Ground Charity.

David Maynerd, relaunch project manager of the tennis club, said:
“This award by Sport England is part of their 2012 Olympic and
Paralympic legacy programme. So I am not only really excited about
the prospect of making great improvements to our tennis club but
also excited to be part of the 2012 Olympic and Paralympic legacy.

“By improving the quality of our club facilities we hope to attract
many more players, in particular creating new coaching programmes
for juniors, special needs youngsters and in phase two of our
development plan, wheelchair users.”

Sisters triumph earning gold

Sisters Kathryn Williams, aged 23, and Rachel, 20 recently
celebrated success with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award scheme,
achieving their Gold Awards They attended St James’s Palace in
London to receive their certificates from the Duke.

Kathryn’s activities included learning about geology and
organising a month’s field trip, camping in Raasay in the Outer
Hebrides. She also undertook a week’s residential course, navigating
a narrowboat through London, including the tidal Thames.

Rachel learnt to master playing the cor anglais and improved on
her oboe, achieving a distinction in Grade 8. She spent a week
helping to run an activity centre in north Devon, and participating in
activities which included learning to surf.

Both girls gained their leadership qualification at 5th Caversham
(St Peter’s) Brownies where Kathryn was known as Dormouse and
Rachel as Otter. They also did their expedition together in the north
Yorkshire Dales. Often considered the most challenging section, this
was definitely the case for them as it had to be postponed for over a
year while Rachel underwent a major hip operation and then had to
recover sufficiently to withstand the rigours of walking 80
kilometres.

The awards, were attained through hard work, determination and
perseverance, sometimes in the face of difficulties which made it an
even more worthwhile achievement. They learnt the importance of
teamwork and gained new experiences and opportunities that they
might not otherwise have had.

Meanwhile their brother Anthony, 18, has achieved his Silver
Award. He was presented with his certificate at the 89th Reading
Explorer Scouts HQ by Paul Bandy, the district commissioner for
Reading Central. Anthony’s activities were learning to cook, taking
up rowing and volunteering in the Age UK shop in Caversham. His
expedition took place in the New Forest last October during the bad
storms experienced at that time. Anthony is now well on the way to
achieving his Gold Award.

—_—

andy .

Anthony receives his certificate from Paul B;

Kathryn and Rachel at St Jamés‘s Palace

The council’s lead member for culture,
sport and consumer services, Councillor
Paul Gittings, added: “As the trustee of
Mapledurham playing fields, the council
would like to congratulate the Mapledurham
Tennis Club on their successful funding bid.

“This is a great step forward in enhancing
the playing fields’ facilities and I hope that it
encourages even more local residents to
support the council and local groups who are
working on wider programmes of
improvements.”

An aerial view of the courts and the pavilion

Simon Porter & Co

...we take the hassle out of...

@® Accounts @ Bookkeeping
® VAT ® Taxation
@ Payroll ...business and personal

For a free non-obligation hour’s chat,
call Simon Porter ACA on

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669
1 Prospect Street, Caversham RG4 8JB

a\ jas2ea up

Swing Dance

Classes

In the Reading/Henley area
Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
Jive, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa
Dancing to swing/jazz/blues
from the 1940s to the present

2

very
No need to bring a partner
Contact jean@alljazzedup.com
0780 8966928
www.alljazzedup.com

ELECTRICAL
Why should you
install Solar PV?

o
Q-g‘ o
You can achieve

REAE
payback of 12% from your investment

0118 967 7033

info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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@y
web design arrison
Atftractive
Affordable
Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.
0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

;-

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

N

57/

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294 @

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Summerfield Care Home

4 Kldl.TlOfe Fioad. Caversham
Reading RG4 7LU
~ (0118) 947 2164

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights.
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and choice is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life.

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full range of shops
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by.
SUMMERFIELD is registered with the CQC (Care Quality
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual.
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk

Alpa

Q’ course an
g inspiration

Earlier in the year, St.

Alpha Barnabas church at

Emmer Green celebrated

the completion of its 2014 Alpha course

with a meal and fellowship shared
between course leaders and attendees.

Twelve people attended the course,
which was led by four members of the St.
Barnabas leadership team. The course
followed a 10-week programme and each
session began with a meal provided,
cooked and served by other member of
the St. Barnabas fellowship. There was
then a thought-provoking DVD featuring
the charismatic Nicky Gumbel, followed
by a group discussion on the topic of the
week. Sessions were designed to
encourage debate and to explore the
basics of the Christian faith in a friendly,
honest and informal environment.

All 12 people who began the course in
January completed the full 10 week
programme and the course leaders
received some very encouraging feedback:

“The Alpha course has been a fantastic
journey...”

“I understand so much more about the
Christian faith...” -

“Coming to Alpha has been the
highlight of my week...”

Future Alpha courses at St Barnabas
will be announced in the Caversham
Bridge.

Members of the course and their leaders

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com
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Confirmation at Our Lady
and St Anne’s

Bishop William Kenny came to Caversham in May to celebrate
Mass and to administer the Sacrament of Confirmation. Twenty -
young people were confirmed at a ceremony in the church of Our
Lady and St Anne.

They included 12 pupils from St Anne’s school, three adults,
four travellers’ teenagers and one other
youngster. Helen Fletcher prepared the
children from St Anne’s school while Fr
Paul prepared all the others.

The Bishop spoke encouraging words
to the candidates asking them to think
about the words that Jesus frequently -
used, “Peace be with you”. Bishop
Kenney said that the words were a
greeting and went on to say that any
; greeting or welcome from one person to
23) another is a welcome to God because God
is part of every human being. We receive
the Holy Spirit in Confirmation which
helps us remember that God is with us.
We may find that a greeting or welcome

The bishop cuts the
cake with Helen
Fletcher
Photos: Jane Shaw
will be reciprocated.
After the homily, Bishop Kenney invited the candidates as well
as the whole congregation to renew their baptismal promises and
then confirmed each candidate finishing with the words, “Peace
be with you” and each replied, “And with your spirit”.
After Mass, all retired to the Cenacle for refreshments. Bishop
Kenney cut the confirmation cake made, as for so many years, by
Helen Fletcher.

L

Bishop Kenney with the newly confirmed

Everyone invited to the fete

Organisers of the annual Church Fete in Caversham Court
Gardens are inviting everyone to come along and enjoy a great .
afternoon in beautiful surroundings on 12th July. The event is
organised by St Peter's, Caversham and St Margaret's,
Mapledurham.

The Berkshire Maestros, a group of young musicians, will again
entertain with a fine selection of music. Also welcomed back are
the Hurst Morris People, who are always very popular and
encourage the younger members of the audience to have a go.

One of the organisers says: “We can guarantee you a wonderful
afternoon exploring many side stalls or trying your skill at
traditional sideshows. Why not buy a ticket for the grand draw?
This year the top prizes include a Kindle Fire, a Barrett
Photography portrait pack and four rounds of golf at Caversham
Heath Golf Club plus many other great prizes.”

Among the many tempting stalls will be old favourites such as
cakes, plants and bric-a-brac, as well as newer ideas such as a
jams and preserves stall. You can also try your luck at the coconut
shy, hoopla or hook a duck.

Home-made cakes, tea, coffee, and ice cream will be available
on the lawn all afternoon and new for this year is a Pimms tent
near the river.

Fred in the Shed will be returning to keep the little ones
entertained with a fun show for all ages followed by children’s
races.

The fete, which starts at 1.45pm with the ringing of St Peter’s
bells, will raise funds to support the parish’s work both at home
and abroad. ~
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+ Most makes repaired
- Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer
- Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer

repairs too.
« 27 years experience / guaranteed work
- Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, upd: & price P
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Foot Health Practitioner

Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP
Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.
Foot Health care in your

own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, sp
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care
of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

St. Barnabas
(PARISH CENTRE\

Grove Road, Emmer Green

alicard

OPEN

Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 - 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

&

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

for tea, coffee,
conversation and
company

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

The Social Side
takes off

A new group has been formed at the parish of
our Lady and St Anne. Called the Social Side, it
is a team of individuals representing a diverse
pool of talents, across a broad age range and
aiming to invigorate a strong sense of
community in the parish. The intention is to
focus on building up the social side of the
parish.

The first event arranged was a car boot sale
and a selection of sellers arranged their wares
around the church car park on a sunny Saturday
morning. The barbecue was lit and burgers and
hot dogs, as well as tea, coffee and cold drinks,
were available for buyers and sellers.

Stalls including children’s games and books,
baby clothes, plants, technology bits and pieces
and stalls of miscellaneous items brightened up
the car park.

The event raised £310 for parish funds as well
as providing the first opportunity for the Social
Side to get going.

Lex and Damian man the barbecue

Photo: Margaret Anscombe

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes
SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm
Non-members welcome
Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

ol ey

OP T I I ANS

* Comprehensive eye
exa tions

+ Full contact lens service

* Free specs for children

* Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

* Driveways # Patios « Shingle
Driveways ¢ Natural Stone Paving
Call for a free estimate
Tel: 0118 946 4852
Mob: 0789 985 5831

Email: dgwalshbuilders@gmail.com
www.dgwalshpavingandbuildingservices.com
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Happy holidays with the Methodists

Due to the outstanding success of the Holiday @ Home scheme run by
the Methodist Churches in Caversham last year -- for people who are not
always able to get away or to get out to enjoy themselves — the organisers
decided to repeat the exercise this year and extended it to four days in
May.

I\/}I,ore than 60 “holiday makers” attended with some coming for the four
days and many who had booked for one or two days asking to come on
other days as well.

They were welcomed on arrival with coffee or tea followed by various
activities during the morning. These ranged from découpage boxes and

cards, glass painting, paper tricks, garden games such as indoor bowls and
hoopla. Planting up flower pots proved very popular. The guests were
able to take home all they had produced from each of the activities.

Two course lunches were served each day.

There were quizzes, a bingo session, chair based exercises and a play
reading (part of The Importance of Being Ernest) and a talk on old Reading.

Over the four days there were various demonstrations on dog training,
flower arranging, and how to make sugar cake decorations.

There was plenty to do if none of the activities appealed — jigsaw puzzles
and assorted games, newspapers
to read or the chance to chat
with friends in a relaxed
atmosphere.

Jim Plunkett, known as
Tinkling Jim, had everyone
singing songs of yesteryear. To
round off the afternoon tea and
cakes were served before a final
Thought for the day led by
Minister Jenny Dowding and
Deacon Becky Lovatt.

Thanks go to Sherryl Quint
and Lesley Boardley who
between them organised the
events and to the many helpers
who gave so much time,
shopping, providing lunches,
serving teas, washing up and

providing transport and
generally making the guests
Learning the skills of glass painting welcome.

Potting plants was a popular activity

Sunshine, success and sharpening

The annual household and handyman sale at St Barnabas church was a
great success this year due in part to very pleasant weather. Some people
took advantage of the sunshine and enjoyed a cup of tea sitting at one of
our sale items before it got sold.

All the stall holders worked hard to raise more than £1,800 for three
African charities: Education for Life, Christian Engineers in Development
and Masiphumelele. See the website for further information about these.

As ever, the tool and knife sharpening service proved very popular. As a
result, we are happy to announce that it will be available for about the next
six months, with the proceeds going to our Organ Restoration Fund. For
further details, please phone Wendy on 946 1365
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Outstanding Natural Beauty

Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting,
eyebrow shaping, make-up,
Jessica manicures & pedicures,
Aromatherapy facials.

Tel: 0118 9723157
Janet Copp I.H.B.C
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Berks and Oxon Social Care

a : Need companionship or help with
YRR tasks other than personal care?
Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, respite for carers
Home from hospital help, lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits (help with advocacy), pet care
De-cluttering, re-organising & help with paperwork
Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years’ experience in social care. Insured and CRB
checked. Someone you can trust.
Contact Anita to discuss requirements and prices
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: berksandoxon@talktalk.net

FREE Quotations

@ fioofing Repairs

: W: ; Call us Today
@ UPYC Fascias, Stoam Cleaned 017189471899
e Lol R
@ Alf Minar Repairs Adam

@ Tiles. Slates, Flat Roots 07920 017134

BERKSHIRES INDEPENDENT TILE SUPPLIER

CAVERSHAM *2ic,
TS Reime

Tel 0118 947 8853  www.cavtiles.co.uk

cLEARANCE SALE now oN!
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The lovely blue of the wood cranesbill beside the River Kennet

Despite its English and Latin names, you’re more likely to see the
meadow cranesbill — geranium pratense — by roadsides and on
waste ground than in fields. Farther north, it is a plant of damp
meadows, like its cousin, the wood cranesbill. My photograph was
taken on a bit of waste land by the River Kennet, where Rose Kiln
Lane crosses it.

This is a plant which I rejoice to see — the gorgeous colour,
between a fairly deep blue and purple, with translucent veins to the
petals which make the flowers look particularly attractive with
sunlight streaming through them. A

In my opinion, meadow cranesbill is one of the plants where the
wild species beats the cultivated varieties on several counts. In my
garden, I grow one of the usual blue varieties, Johnson’s Blue,
which is a hybrid between our wild plant and a foreigner, geranium
himalayense. But I also grow the wild plant, grown from seed
gathered in the Derbyshire dales. Its flowers are more subtly
coloured and marked, and it has a longer flowering period.

The names geranium and cranesbill seem to have entered the

English language in the sixteenth century. William Turner has both

in his book The Names of Herbs, published in 1548. Geranium is
straight from the Latin word for the bird, a crane, and is almost the
same as the Greek word for a crane. Cranesbill is a translation of the
name of the plant in various early modern European languages.

Presumably the plant had earlier English names, which have now
been forgotten as the language of the textbooks took over. Most of
the English names which have survived refer to the colour of the
flowers — blue basins, blue buttons and blue warrior. They make no
reference to the bills of cranes at all, though until the 17th century,
cranes could be seen in England. (They are now making a come-
back, with the aid of the RSPB and other agencies.)

The part of the plant which looks like a crane’s bill is the seed
pod, which is comparatively long and pointed. It has a rather
surprising means of dispersing the seeds. As the bill and the seeds
within it ripen, they turn brown, and when the weather is suitably
warm and dry, the five segments forming the bill suddenly split at
the bottom, flinging the seeds away from the plant. Of course, it’s
fun at the right time of year to tickle the seed-pods which look
ready to burst, to induce them to shoot.

There are a number of other cranesbills to look for in the lanes
round here. Some of them were introduced into gardens, and have
escaped, and look quite at home under hedges by road-sides — the
French, dusky, pencilled and hedgerow cranesbills among them.
Then there are the very small cranesbills which grow in short grass,
which look superficially rather similar — the small-flowered and
dovesfoot cranesbills. The long-stalked cranesbill is rather less
common, but grows in the cemetery at Goring, and probably many
other places as well. On the other hand, the herb robert, geranium
robertianum, is all too common, and is a weed in my garden,
beautiful though it undoubtedly is.

Happy Wanderer

Paged

LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM
by Mary Kift
A revised edition
£8.99
Now available at
WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham |

Peter Robins 1
Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs ‘
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work ‘
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc ‘
Painting, Decorating, Tiling |
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784 |

STAIRLIFTS &=

RECONDITIONED
from only £495

(Includes fitting and warranty)

NEW fomonly £4195

We Buy Back Stairlifts

Up to £500 paid on Minivator « Acorn « Brooks
(Subject to survey and age)

FREEPHONE Your Local Specialist on
0800 0920326

'-( Yg(i%\

Yoga in the Park - Caversham Court gardens
and classes at Amersham Road Community Centre

For more information please contact
info@elisebeechen.co.uk
www_elisebeechen.co.uk

.7 ARUM TREE SURGEONS
% TREE S e
SERVICES OF TREE CARE

e Tree removal, tree pruning ®
e Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

!,'g==—
Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS ~ VALUERS -~ CHARTERED SURVE YORS
The local firm with the International reputation - Es1 1901

s

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR

YURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASN? .
THEN COME AND EX. THE EX: Toran ji
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF ~ LOCALLYY

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AY READING AUCYION CENTRE
+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE 8 CHATTELS
+ HOUSEKOLD & OFFICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
« GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEWICLES
and much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Probate ¢ Family Division « insurance « Auction
‘We would be pleased to advise without obligation
See website for fixture list and catalogues
W tsauclien. co.uk ~ 10g on and subscribe

RICS compliant - clients money protected
31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)1

4
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CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

CAVERSHAM HEATH
GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

4 Family Events

4 Birthday Parties

4 Anniversaries

4 Corporate Functions

| Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

* Full Replacement * Guttering and Downpipe
Repairs * Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for
10 years e Full Public Liability Insured
¢ Police Checked

5 | welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978

for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
) Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

W IROOEINTES crvices

|
iDOMEST IC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
| & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

www bondrightrooling . co uk

Caversham WI

‘England in Miniature’ was the title of Graham Horn's talk, which proved to be a trip to the
Isle of Wight. Views of well-known and less familiar sights showed what a lovely place it is,
and members were prompted to visit as soon as possible.

The speaker also judged the competition: Easter biscuits. The winner was new member
Claire Elliot, with Ishbel Nicholson and Sylvia Myszor as runners-up.

Details of the forthcoming river trip were given; let's hope the sun shines! More Easter
goodies were on offer for lucky winners of the raffle.

Caversham Allotment Association

The next meeting of the association is on Tuesday 8th July at Church House, Caversham.
The speaker will be John Negus, a horticulturalist and garden speaker who will be talking
about Alpines of distinction and how to grow them. The talk starts at 7.30 and there are
refreshments and a raffle. Entrance is free, so please come along for an entertaining
evening. Contact Carol Wheeler on 9475802 for further details.

Probus

The speaker at the May meeting of Reading and District Probus club was Neil Shaw,
whose subject was Basildon Park. Neil is in charge of maintenance of the contents of the
house, and all the artefacts that are contained within it, and also oversees all the volunteer
guides in this popular National Trust property. He started by showing how the items were
cleaned or dusted. He then gave us a short history of the house, an 18th century Georgian
mansion, which was acquired by Lord and Lady lliffe in the 1950s. It was restored to its
former glory, and filled with fine paintings, fabrics and furniture, and other items which are
still there today.

Neil then discussed the films which had been made there, including its appearance as
Netherfield Park in the film Pride and Prejudice, and also in the Christmas edition of
Downton Abbey, described the preparations which had to be made for filming, and then
replacing everything afterwards, so that two weeks filming can occupy up to eight weeks of
disruption.

Probus is a club open to retired men, Probus being a contraction of professional and
business. The club meets once a month at the Caversham Heath Golf Club for lunch and a
talk. If you are retired, and are interested in joining, then contact the secretary, David Laird,
on 947 0709.

Rosehill W1

Members were welcomed to the May meeting by President Margaret Pyle, who recently
had a very enjoyable (but rather tiring) holiday in Japan. Treasurer, Doris Goddard reported
that our accounts are healthy, which is good news. She also told us that £50.21 had been
sent to ACWW (Associated Country Women of the World), which had been collected over
the year by members donating their coppers to Pennies For Friendship.

The walks for May were Ewelme on the 13th and Binfield Heath on the 20th. A list was
sent round for people to make cakes for the June birthday meeting.

Margaret then said she and a few other members had been to the Spring Council meeting
at the Hexagon and it was a very enjoyable event. There was a change in the order of events
in that one of the speakers delivered her talk before the formal meeting. This was very
interesting, being by Mary Bayliss, the Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire who talked about her
role as the Queen's representative in Berkshire. Next came the trustees report and financial
statement, followed by a very amusing talk about cookery by Peter Lien, who is head of the
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cookery school at Denman. There was also singing by the
Calcot Diamonds.

The main part of today's meeting was to discuss the
resolution which was to do with increasing organ donations
and after quite a lot of discussion, the majority vote was yes.

Our speaker today was Sue Sutcliffe, advanced wine
specialist at Waitrose whose talk was entitled Flavours of
Summer. She talked about the six wines she had with her
-- one sparkling, two white, one rose and two red). After her
talk we were invited to taste the wines and most members
took advantage of the offer.

After the wine, the usual cup of tea and biscuits before
the raffle was called. We meet on the first Wednesday of

* every month at 2.0pm in St Barnabas Church Hall, Emmer

Green. Come along and see what we do, we will make you
very welcome.

Caversham Horticultural
Society

The society will welcome Robert Harvey to discuss
Mediterranean wildflowers in nature and the garden for the
July talk. This will be held in Caversham Primary School,
Hemdean Road, on Wednesday 16th July starting at
7.45pm. There is an entrance fee of £3.00 for non-
members. Refreshments will be available after the talk.

The society’s Autumn Show will be held earlier this year
on Saturday 30th August at Emmer Green School. There
are many categories open to anyone within the RG4 postal
district. Check out the show schedules on the website
www.caversham-horticultural.org.uk or contact the show
secretary gmr113@hotmail.co.uk or send a SAE to 113
Southview Avenue, Caversham,w Reading RG4 5BB.

Chazey WI

At our May meeting we welcomed Wendy Robinson, WI
Denman ambassador who came to talk about the many
exciting things happening. Set in the picturesque village of
Marcham, near Oxford, Denman College is a lovely place to
learn crafts and cookery skills, both for WI and non-
members alike. Wendy gave an inspiring presentation,
including slides of the attractive residential accommodation
available to those on courses lasting a couple or more days.

It was fascinating to learn how much is on offer, and even
for those who would rather not be hands-on there is the
opportunity to attend literary lunches, have a guided tour of
famous palaces, and much more!

Chazey WI meets on the first Tuesday of every month
(except August) at the Caversham Heights Methodist
Church Hall. We normally arrive about 7.30pm and start at
7.45pm. If you would like to come, we.have a wide range of
speakers and offer a friendly welcome.

Royal treat for Heights Society

The Caversham Heights Society’s annual mini-holiday was this year centred on Norfolk.
On bank holiday Monday, over 40 members left Caversham, stopping on the way at
Lavenham in Suffolk for lunch and a chance to admire this old town with its many half-
timbered buildings.

The first trip from the hotel in Norwich was to Sandringham, to tour the royal estate.
Unfortunately the weather did not permit any but the most hardy to spend time admiring the
gardens, but there was plenty to see inside. The church, often featured in the news at
Christmas when the royal family attend service there, was well worth a visit. Much of the
house was available to view, and the museum housed many of the royal family's vehicles
from the recent past. .

A trip to Norfolk is not complete without a visit to the Broads, and we embarked on a
pleasure boat at Wroxham, from where we sailed down the River Bure, soon leaving the
village and its many pretty riverside cottages behind and seeing some of the area’s wildlife.
We sailed through Wroxham Broad, a large lake alongside the river, before returning to
Wroxham.

Returning to Norwich, we were then shown round Surrey House, once the headquarters
of the Norwich Union Insurance Company, and still used by its parent company Aviva. The
house contains the most magnificent marble hall, clad in 15 types of marble which had been
destined for Westminster Cathedral, but when the cathedral was unable to meet the cost,
Norwich Union bought it all in 1903 for £6000, and installed it in this building.

We also visited Norfolk Lavender, with its large lavender fields, and Norwich Castle, now
a museum and art gallery. An evening visit to Great Yarmouth to take the sea air was also
arranged.

On the journey home a visit was made to Wrest Park, a mansion in Bedfordshire now in
the care of English Heritage, of which the splendid gardens are undergoing substantial
renovation.

The society’s new season will start in September.
Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesdays of the
month from September to April, the talks starting at
8.00pm, with coffee served from 7.30. New members are
very welcome. For more information visit the web site cav-
hts-soc.fsnet.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE )
Wl you ket hve i paper Jerry's Odd Jobs
House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly

delivered to you monthly?
Email us at:
cavershambridgencws @ gmail.com
- giving your name and address.

Altematively copies of this paper can be Bicycle Repairs
purchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street Ring Jerry
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
i 0774 695 9463

Church Street

Free Estimates
CEPRE ELECTRICAL SERVILES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443
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CALLAGHAN FLOORING AND CARPETS

Professional & personal service from first meeting to
completion of work

Combined experience of almost 40 years

We can supply/fit, repair or just fit
No job too big or small

For carpet, laminate, vinyl, real wood or files
Contact us for free advice, measuring and
no obligation estimates

Email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
Tel: 01189 628527 / 07792 239474
www.callaghanfloori .co.uk
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Care when it's
needed most

Wwwiv.co-operativefuneralcare.co.uk

The co-operative funeralcare

Marble, Stone and

caversham
0118 947 9213
J R McCARDLE A.F. JONES
MASTER MASONS MASTER
Fine Memorials in MASONS

Granite Craftsmen in Stone

Restoration and all

other masonry BEDFORD RD
undertaken READING
Telephone

0118 973 0043 0118 957 3537

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST 1826

AR/

Independent family funeral directors and

monumental masons.

+ 24 Hour assistance
4 Offices with parking

«  Competitively priced ;
- Flowers by telephone and on-line
+ Stone memorials

Pre-paid funeral plans

Reading: 0118 957 3650
Henley-on-Thames: 01491 413 434
Other Branches: Bracknell ~ Wokingham

www.abwalker.co.uk

-Singing bikers safely home

The singing bikers, who included a clergyman from Caversham, successfully completed their
epic motorbike journey in May, touching 10 countries in 10 days. Their sponsored ride raised more
than £5,000 for the Alzeheimer's Society and they covered a total distance of 2350 miles.

The group consisted of five members of the Reading Male Voice Choir including the Revd Keith
Knee-Robinson, until recently a non-stipendiary member of-the clergy team at the parish of
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham. A friend of one of the riders made up the party.

They took the ferry to northern Spain before riding into France, Andorra and ltaly and on through
seven more countries before reaching Calais.

This is Keith's account of their journey:

The experience of riding our motorbikes through many different environments in weather varying
from near freezing to over 25C has left a lasting effect on us and most probably on our two wheeled
machines. Fortunately we had no serious mishaps although hitting a pheasant at 50mph meant
cleaning a bike even before taking the ferry from Portsmouth.

Six men riding six two wheeled machines that were as varied as the riders themselves presented
an incongruous convoy. The bikes consisted of three similarly powered bikes, a powerful Yamaha
FJR 1300 which has an automatic gear and direct drive, a small low powered AJS 125 Eco and a
Vespa PX200 scooter. The scooter and AJS restricted our maximum speed to less than 60mph and
meant some discipline in riding as a coherent group. The riders ranged from a 57-year-old to a 73-
year-old with one rider having had a cardiac shunt operation last year.

As we passed through towns and villages it was fascinating to catch fleeting glimpses of the
differing architecture and more particularly the variety of road making and signage. It was interesting
to experience the approach in some countries with regard to the priority given to pedestrians over
traffic and in the majority of cases the traffic was very forgiving towards us.

Travelling on average over 200 miles each day meant we had to restrict detailed exploration and
photographic recording of many of the places we passed by. However the general consensus was
that the road between Bollene and Briangon, passing though the town of Gap in France was the
most attractive, particularly as the weather was almost clear skies in bright sunlight.

Our priority however was
focused on reaching our goal
both of passing through 10
countries in 10 days and

May’s Crossword answers

Elslelalr|E lulklE ‘generating as much as
D A u M A N possible in donations for the

B U R N , B R A | N.|B|[O| X Alzheimer's SOClety'
Our “Slough of Despond”
¢ N L 3 i < was climbing out of Italy
SulALISLRRR M 2. | T WOISER A | K towards Austria in the most
i (c E R dreadful downpour. We all
ElrlHlols b were cold, soaked and weary
: E 7 N as we reached the mountain
z 7 pass. Quite suddenly there
S L R ML T ) was a gap in the cloud cover,
el L) 1 N L u the rain ceased and the sun
Vial6|Aa|BlOINT]D PoE| R tu shone on a mountain pasture
M A R £ £ £ scene that reminded us all of
SN AR IS thg song The hills are alive

with the sound of music.

Cornelius

Captain Cornelius was an important Roman soldier. He was also a
kind man who loved God and shared his money with people who
did not have any.

One afternoon Captain Cornelius saw an angel. He was very
surprised. “Send some of your soldiers to find Peter,” said the
angel. “Invite him to your house."”

So Captain Cornelius sent his soldiers with a message to Peter.

Peter had a dream too. In the dream God told him that it does not
matter what country you come from, or what colour your skin is.
God loves everybody just the same.

Peter wanted to meet Captain Cornelius and hear all about the
angel he had seen.

Then Peter told Captain Cornelius, and all his friends and family,
about Jesus. “God loves all of us,” Peter said. “Jesus died so that we
can all be part of God's family.”
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PET CARE
On holiday, working,
ill or just need help?

P W M DESIGN

Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen Fitting

DOG WALKING :
Bespoke Interiors &
LOOKING AFTER ErieaaS
DOGS, CATS,
RABBITS etc Fully qualified &
Let me HELP you Insured
in your home or mine x
0118 9470187 Call Philip on
07526 371999
for all your
woodworking
and building
— requirements

~ One 10 One

computer

‘ & abilities ¥

your Owr
machine &

software - at your
own pace

Help with installing
software or s
up Infe
conr

Anne ,

info@annegarrison.co.uk

www.caversham.org uk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for

information about
Garrison Caversham and
0118 947 4244 beyond.
40 Years
expenence
behind us

On Sight Optical Lid ffg="

All frames include, as standard,

single vision lenses, prices from only

We make
£18.00 spectocies fo
your
prescripfion
Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00
Carry out
repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligafion adjustments
We specialise in complex and difficult
prescripfions Extremely
competifive
prices

Over 162 Just bring in your prescripfion.

1140 Henley Rood
aversham

Ci

Reodng
Berkshire

RG4 6DH
T 0118y 476 754
01189 476 759
tophicolit!

onsight fconnect.com

' NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

J. P. MOTORS

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

+ 4+ ++

be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

Collection and delivery service can

|
|

|~

e SN

MoT while you wait (by appointment) l g
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BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

« All Gas Work Undertaken * Servicing
» Landlord Safety Ceruficates = Central Heating
¢ which causes your heating system (o

e

Remove years of sl
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and

General Household Carpentry

322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021

Caversham

Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

Kentwood Zaxden Services

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Turfing

Caversham Clinic

Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios
C i C 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8B

S
= 0118 948 2999

Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,

. Gardiner's

NURSING/AND HOMECARE

Since 1968, Gardiner's has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. 5 ;
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8DZ 01 1 8 9476666

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports * Weddings ° Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Ray Noble

Proprietor

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Occasions

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

recien| recicw (R

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice
25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

1 BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,

General Building, Painting, Decorating

& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who‘PIumb

I

oo
®e

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Fireplace &Y
F;v\ogicﬁ

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk
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Il Quality private dental care for all the family
l}“\lv dern Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry D'J' WAREHAM
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening General Bu"der
| Easy access and parking Alterations — Extensions
FREE EPCs Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
- FREE PHOTOGRAPH
Amy’s Property Maintenance ] Emmel-l'oé?ele:: :)e:f x;‘ Z;; 1354
& Clearance Service FREE COLOUR BROCHURES
s : , FREE FLOORPLANS FREE VALUATIONS
Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting, °
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition, NO LONG TERM CONTRACTS MaICOIm II Ieffrles
C eting, Garden Mai : ing, . : .
oncreting, Gar e‘nl aintenance, Garden Welding VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES Interior & Exterior Decoratmg
General jobs around the House. Buildi Maint:
All work considered, Skilled tradesman, £ c SR
Rt Ve G @PB) PHILIP BAKER & C°
Independent estate agents since 1992
Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guio 1ecr & eirs (enc) 1B Bridge Street Cavetsham Reading RG+ BAA RONE A' el Cise?:r):ta?: ::;r:j;
Tek 07778 740 444 | OUB 947 3560 Telephone 0118 946 4606 MOBILE 07768 376210 Reading
www.philipbaker.co.uk HG4B;erLSJ

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk




