Singing bikers go for 10 out of 10

Six intrepid motorcyclists from Reading, including one from Caversham, are
setting off this month to ride across 10 European countries in 10 days to raise
money for charity.

The Caversham biker in the party is the Revd Keith Knee-Robinson, until
recently a non-stipendiary member of the clergy team in the parish of
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham. For more than 10 years Keith was
responsible for conducting services at St Margaret’s church, Mapledurham.

The bikers, five of whom are members of Reading Male Voice Choir, will
start at Portsmouth on 18th May taking the ferry to northern Spain. From there
they will ride into France and Italy and on
through seven more countries before
reaching Calais, a distance of about 2400
miles. On the evening before they leave,
the five choir members will be singing in
an RMVC concert at St Andrew’s church,
Caversham (see page 11).

The aim of the ride, which they are
calling their Tour de Force 2014, is to raise
funds for the Alzheimer’s Society. Last
year a similar group rode from Land’s End
to John O’Groats and raised more than
£6000 for Parkinson’s UK.

For this year’s trip Keith did much of the
planning and research including booking
accommodation for their overnight stops.
Here he describes the background 10 the
venture:

Visiting countries and places in Europe
seems popular but what about 10 countries
in 10 days? This is what caught the imagination of five motorcyclists from the
Reading Male Voice Choir.

I took up riding a motorcycle following retirement from my secular career
as a chartered civil engineer. I had a motorcycle prior to marriage and so a gap
of some 40 plus years was a challenge which was helped by meeting with
other bikers in the choir and sharing experiences.

The RMVC, founded in 1971, consists of around 80 mostly retired men who
perform a highly varied changing repertoire of songs focused on raising
money for various charities. On May 17th we will be joined by children from
Caversham Primary School in a concert at St Andrew’s church, Caversham.

It was perhaps this focus on raising money for charities that moved our
conversations three years ago as we discussed the merits and maintenance of
our two-wheeled machines. We decided to do a challenging ride on our
motorbikes to raise funds for a charity. This is now our third year of taking up
this task.
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papal medal.

Julia prbualy shows her medal
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The team of bikers at John O’Groats at the end of their trip last year. Keith is

In recognition of more than 40 years of continuous service to
Catholic education, Julia Feeney, a parishioner at Our Lady and
St Anne’s in Caversham, has been awarded the Bene Merenti

Julia started her teaching career at St Anne’s Catholic Primary
School and went on to spend many years teaching at St
Martin’s before being promoted to St Paul’s Catholic School in
Tilehurst where she has spent the past 25 years as head teacher.
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She qualified as a diocesan INSPECIOr L1 1yv= auu s =vvv
was appointed a part-time primary consultant for the Diocese
of Portsmouth where she took the lead on developing liturgy
and worship in schools.

The first year we rode from Lowestoft to St David’s Head in one day when
we raised over £2,200 for Prostate Cancer UK, and last year we rode from
Land’s End to John O’Groats raising over £6,300 for Parkinson’s UK. Our
challenge this year is to raise funds for the Altzheimer’s Society to help their
fight against dementia.

On Sunday May 18th the team consisting of Gary Jones, Allan Crisp, Steve
Richardson, Roy Mantel and myself, all members of RMVC, together with
Gareth Jones, a friend of Gary, will board the ferry to Bilbao, northern Spain,
from where an early pilgrim trail and roads in the foothills of the Pyrenees will
take us through the tiny snow-capped
mountain country of Andorra.

Southern France will offer ancient
castles and forested mountain valleys
where we hope to take a break at the Pont
Saint-Benezet to sing Sur le Pont
d'Avignon! Then it's over the Alps at a
height of 1,850 metres and into Italy along
the River Po to Verona.

‘Turning north towards home, we will
travel through the Alps into Austria,
briefly pass through Liechtenstein and
Switzerland when the road will take us
into the Black Forest area of Germany and
to the Alsace region of France. Travelling
north we cross over Les Balloons and into
Germany again to the Roman fortress
town of Trier. We take a route through
Luxembourg and into Belgium before
taking the ferry home from Calais.

Should you wish further information or to support us in our challenge
please visit our JustGiving web page at http://www.justgiving.com/Gary-
Jones16 or telephone Revd Keith Knee-Robinson on 0118 947 7868.

Ellen Hughes, community fundraiser for the Alzheimer’s Society, said: “The
group are fund-raising as much as they can for the society, being aware of the
benefits that our local services can bring to people living with dementia, in
particular Singing for the Brain, which uses singing to bring people together
in a friendly and stimulating social environment. Singing is not only an
enjoyable activity, it can also provide a way for people with dementia, along
with their carers, to express themselves and socialise with others in a fun and .
supportive group. Even when many memories are hard to retrieve, music is
especially easy to recall.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Surprise papal medal for Julia

A joyous Mass of Thanksgiving to mark Julia's retirement
from headship was concelebrated by nine priests, with choirs
from three Reading parishes, and was attended by Julia’s family
and friends along with representatives from the diocese and
local authority, past and present colleagues, pupils and their
families. It was during this Mass that Canon John O’Shea made
the surprise announcement that Julia was to receive this
personal honour from Pope Francis.

T~ ~nw retired from headship, ]uha has been appointed
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volunteers in supporting children and young people through
death, divorce, separation and serious illness.
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505

mike @c&mparish.org.uk

Revd Jeremy Tear
St John's Vicarage, St John's Road,
Caversham RG4 5AN Tel: 946 2884

Revd Marion Pyke
26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ
Tel: 947 5834

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Becky Lovatt, 1 Forge Close, Caversham
RG4 8BG. Tel: 948 2530

email: beckybawden@hotmail.co.uk or
beckybawden @btinternet.com

BAPTIST

Revd Rob Beardsley.

Tel: 07515 260019

email rob.beardsley @sky.com

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Mike Walker, Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

| e newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille, Mrs Myra
Emerson, Mrs Rhona Flower, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

clo Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958.
Email: alanwright55@btinteret.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mrs Marjorie Tillman. Tel 947 5711.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.
COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

1 Tne E_d'nors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703,

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8EH
Tel: 07949 980982

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT
by

Jeremy Tear

Food and water. It's the stuff of our everyday lives, isn't it?
We can’t live without it. Yet, as we begin this year’s Christian
Aid Week (11-17 May), it's good to remind ourselves that for
many in our world, it'’s not something that can be taken for
granted.

Christian Aid estimate that 870 million people across our
planet go to bed hungry each night. Water Aid estimate that 768
million people in the world do not have access to safe water. It's
a scandal that in a world that has enough for everyone, not
everyone has enough, and consequently millions die early
needlessly, each year.

But according to the Bible, we don’t only need physical food
and water. When Jesus was tempted by the devil in the
wilderness to turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger, he
said, “One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that
proceeds from the mouth of God.” In other words, we also need
to be fed spiritually, by the word of God, that is the Bible.

On another occasion, Jesus came to a well in Samaria and
asked a woman for a drink of water and he ended up offering
her the ‘living’ water, the very life of God, which sustains us for
eternity. So as human beings, the Bible recognises that we not
only have physical needs but also spiritual needs as well.

So, how do we respond to the hunger and thirst which is
around us and indeed within us? Christian Aid Week gives us
the opportunity to respond to the physical poverty and thirst of
the world’s millions by giving financially. So, if you receive a
Christian Aid Week envelope through your door or are asked to
contribute at a church service or by a collector on the street,
why not send a note (a fiver!) to say that you care. Given the
relative wealth of our country, it's small change that we would
be giving away in reality (but do please give whatever you can
afford, notes or coins).

And what about our spiritual hunger and thirst? Christian Aid
used to have a great slogan that said, “We believe in life before
death”. Christians do not only believe in the life after, but life
now, and according to Jesus, that is life in all its fullness. We
may not be hungry and thirsty physically (but let’s not forget
that half a million people in this country rely on food banks,
including here in Reading — another scandal, as the Archbishop
of Westminster recently commented) but we all have spiritual
needs, an inner hunger and thirst for meaning and love in our
lives. It’s there, even if we don’'t acknowledge it. And so this
Christian Aid Week | invite you not only to feed and refresh
others’ bodies but to let God feed and refresh your spirit.

Jeremy Tear is the community priest for the Parish of
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham

—Are you a-people person?

Caversham Good Neighboursis a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled .
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.30am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)

All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street

10.30am Moming Worship each Sunday
7.00pm Powerhouse Service - 2nd Saturday
each month
3.45pm Messy Church - for all the family
Last Sunday of the month
GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the June 2014 issue should
be sent to the Caversham Thameside and
Mapedurham parish office by Monday 28th
April. The date for the July 2014 issue is
Monday 26th May. Email address is
secretary @ctmparish.org.uk
Advertising copy for the June issue should be

sent to Mr A Wriaht. Twinmnanr | Innas \Alnees=
ceigreor, wppel vvaliell

Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 25th April. The
date for the July issue is Friday 23rd May.

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00noon
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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The rock churches of Cappadocia

By Myra Emerson

A few months before Christmas an envelope fell out of a
magazine to which we regularly subscribe. Normally I throw
these away without even looking but on this occasion I
opened it. Inside was an offer of a holiday in Turkey for an
unbelievably low price. We took a chance and booked it.

It was one of the best holidays we have ever had! It was
called On the trail of the Apostles. We did not learn much
about the apostles but we did learn a great deal about Turkey
and its history. It was a very interesting experience.

The most important visit was to the rock churches of
Cappadocia. Most of the churches were hewn out of the rock
in the 10th, 11th and 12th centuries but some were in
existence long before this.

This area was so remote and the terrain so difficult that
early civilisations sought and found refuge in the myriad of
underground caves and passages that had been formed in the
volcanic rock. These were then enlarged by excavation and
became towns as the communities grew. Small cities were
established in prehistoric times and were extended in the
following centuries. The entrances were well hidden and
prevented attack by marauding invaders as they were very
hard to see.

The first Christians, escaping from persecution by the
Romans in the 2nd century, established themselves in these

One of the amazing rock churches

visiting. Don’t throw away that envelope that falls from your
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underground cities and made them more habitable by making
rooms for storing provisions and living quarters and putting
in wells and ventilation systems. They also carved primitive
churches out of the rock.

These were improved and enlarged during the Byzantine
period and many of the frescoes date from this period. These
are now being restored although many of them still show the
original colours. Many of these churches can now be visited
in an area which has been made into the open-air museum of
Goreme

One of the most interesting, built in the 11th century, is the
Dark Church which is on two floors. The front of the church
collapsed several years ago and its name is derived from the
fact that it has only a small aperture through which light
enters the church. Thus the frescoes have retained much of
their original colour and are some of the finest in the area.

The biggest ancient rock church and possibly the most
famous is the Tokali church. It consists of two churches that
were built in different times. The frescoes depict the story
from the Annunciation right up to the Ascension and are very
clear to see.

Some of the churches are very difficult to access and are
reached by rather rickety iron staircases. Many have been
partially destroyed by earthquakes and attempts are being
made to restore them. The ones in the museum at Goreme
are only a small sample as there are as many as 43 more
churches in the region and it is suspected that there are many
as yet undiscovered.

The whole area of Cappadocia is riddled with abandoned
rock dwellings and settlements and the landforms are truly ; A\ = S
amazing. One of the pillars has been carved into a six floor A ir oseathi
house in which someone still lives. The windows are just yicli = planying andx s 1ot
holes and the furniture consists of cushions but the
temperature remains constant throughout the year and it is
surprisingly light inside.

The dovecotes of Cappadocia are another amazing feature.
Pigeons are very important and are considered sacred! Their
droppings are essential for the growing of grapes and there
are thousands of examples of dovecotes carved in to the rocks
in the grape growing region. We suggested that they could
come and collect some of our pigeons!

The trip was heavily financed by the Turkish government
which is trying to extend the tourist season so make the most
of this opportunity. This is an area which it is well worth

through one-to-one support, infor
provision, activity groups, dementia ca
befriending. There are currently
people living with dementia in
thanks to the funds raised at local e
these we are able to continue to provide
support services and invest more
research.” ? -

St Michael’s Church Hall

(rear of St Michael's Catholic Church, Peppard Road,
Sonning Common)

Light airy hall for hire daytimes & evenings at
competitive rates

Excellent facilities including chairs/tables, kitchen,
heating, updated toilet facilities and car park

Please contact: Church Office 0118 972 3418

magazine! or email: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk

Gill Madeley naHort.

Garden Design & Maintenance

* Garden Design
* Maintenance
» Seasonal Clearance

* Planting
e Advice

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
1,0118 947 1178 m, 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

Gardening & Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Gardening Service:

[ Paintings & Commissions * One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
Handprinted Photographs * Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
Flash Ani{naiigq Warkshops * Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.
Artwark & Photography
¥ k ile: 3 : 0118 947 2307
Mike Brand 9475178 Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone:
mikebrand.co.uk X

Steepa

Bathrooms j Tiles

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9S 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

SartoriellePilates

Pilates Classes at Church House, Caversham
Fully insured Level 3 Matwork Instructor

Classes for posture, lower back pain, mobility and fitness
with specialised classes for Osteoporosis

For further information please call Tracey Davis MBCPA
on 07760 160648 or email tracey@sartorielle.com

XXX Y
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REPs

« power chairs
-riser/recliner chairs
- adjustable beds

- walking aids - continence care

» scooters
» wheelchairs
+ commodes

« bathlifts + bathing products
lots more products in-store

TELEPHONE
01189 86 21 21

221 Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 8HA

Ableworid

Your Local Specialist

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 THR
www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk

DU T T TR N R

.

44 Doggy Dips

S Doggy Wellbeing Centre

Hydrotherapy and Physiotherapy
Doggy Day Care and Soclallsation
On Site Grooming me Nall Trimming

Dog Walking Services

Health, Rehabllitation, Fitness and Fun/

0118972 4049
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From The Lookout Post

Planning the key

subject

In view of the
changes in central and
local planning policy
over the past few years, the Caversham and
District Residents’ Association (CADRA)
decided to make local planning the key
subject of their meeting in May.

Two speakers have been invited: Lynette
Baker is the area planning officer heading up
the team of planning officers handling
applications in Caversham and elsewhere.
This makes her ideally placed to explain
how planning applications are decided
locally.

Professor Gavin Parker, chair of planning
studies at Reading University, will have just
returned from a two-year secondment to the
Royal Town Planning Institute as director of
professional standards and director of
Planning Aid England, a role that also
includes responsibility for planning
education. Professor Parker has a particular
interest in neighbourhood planning and the
application of the Localism Bill. Together,
they will be able to take everyone through
the principles and practicalities of local
planning.

The meeting takes place at 7.30pm on
Thursday 8 May at Thameside School,
Harley Road. The brief AGM business and
review of the past year will take place first,
followed by the two guest speakers.

There is a range of opportunities where
local people can have an input on planning
decisions. But you need to know how! For
individual applications, your interest may be
triggered by a yellow notice in your street or
a letter on your doormat about an application
near you. Each of these applications is
considered against local policies in the local
plan, which must in turn fit with the
national planning policy framework.

The council is beginning to review its

Simon Porter & Co
..we take the hassle out of...

® Accounts @ Bookkeeping
® VAT ® Taxation
@ Payroll ...business and personal

For a free non-obligation hour’s chat,

call Simon Porter ACA on

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669
1 Prospect Street, Caversham RG4 8)B

a\ Ja%2ea up

Swing Dance

Classes

In the Reading/Henley area
Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
live, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa
Dancing to swing/jazz/blues
from the 1940s to the present

planning policies and will start to draw up a new local plan for the
borough. This will replace existing developme?nt plan documents ip
the borough, including the core strategy, Reading central area actiop
plan and sites and detailed policies document.. One of the earliest
steps is to start to draw up a list of potential sites for development
to meet different needs and also for protection of open space,
wildlife or landscape interest, or where other specific policies apply,

Nominations of potential sites have been invited which will then
form the basis of a further consultation. Consultation is also
underway on the implementation of the community infrastructu;e
levy (CIL) and the clear limitations on the use of the section 106
payments. These are the means by which developers contribute
towards the added infrastructure required. For the new CIL,
communities have a right to receive a proportion of the levy for local
facilities.

The introduction of the Localism Bill brings ‘a presumption in
favour of sustainable development’. Alongside this, there are
processes designed to give people more control over the
development of their local area. Neighbourhood planning should
allow communities to help set priorities for development in their
area. Consultation by local planning authorities, as they draw up
local plans, should allow reflection of local views on how the area
should develop. See http://planning.communityknowledgehub.org.
uk/resource/neighbourhood-plans-roadmap-guide X

There are various other new community rights and opportunities.
In some other parts of the country, these have allowed local people
to resolve a particular local concern. See http://mycommunity
rights.org.uk/

The Heights Primary School

There is now a much fuller picture of progress
towards opening the school this September. Two key
decisions have yet to be confirmed but
announcements may be made before you read this
column. The permanent location of the school will
be announced once legal contracts have been exchanged. The sale
has been agreed for the purchase of the site, which is within the
catchment area. It has already been confirmed that the school will
not be on Mapledurham Playing Fields. The second decision
awaited concerns transfer classes for Year 1 and Year 3. There are
not yet enough applications for children wanting to transfer in
September 2014 but a small increase may well enable new classes to
start. Again, there may be announcements before this issue appears.

The temporary location for the school has been announced as the
old Caversham Nursery by the Westfield Triangle, just off Gosbrook
Road. This is likely to be for up to two years. Although it is not
within the catchment area, the former nursery can be easily adapted
into a new primary school. It already has a large amount of open
space to play and learn and is well placed to benefit from other
outdoor space. The team will be working with the Friends of The
Heights to understand what support parents will need to make the
journey as easy as possible. This is likely to include consideration
of the school’s opening hours, breakfast and after school clubs to
help working parents.

The council have confirmed that the school will be included in
their admissions process for reception places for September 2014.
Letters will be sent out by the council offering children places in
reception at The Heights on 16th April, National Offer Day. The new
head teacher, Karen Edwards, has been working with the team since
her appointment in November and takes up the post full time in
April. Offers have been made to two reception year teachers. A
shortlist for Year 1 and Year 3 teachers is ready and interviews will
follow, if these classes are confirmed. Appointment of teaching
assistants, a school secretary and business manager will follow.
Mark Richards, deputy head at Queen Anne’s School has been
appointed as chair of the board of governors.

The next steps include the pre-Ofsted inspection and the
Readiness to Open Meeting with the Department of Education, both
scheduled for May or June. A planning application for the facilities
on the permanent site is expected before any construction work
starts. As part of this process, the announcement of the school’s
permanent home will be followed by further public consultation on
the detailed design proposals.

The creation of the school is a complicated process raising
different concerns at different stages. We should congratulate the
team on working so hard to keep everyone informed throughout the

process. Those new school places north of the river are sorely
needed.
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Continued opposition to a third bridge

This letter is from Councillor Tony Page, deputy
leader of Reading Borough Council and lead member
for strategic environment, planning and transport

I'wauld like to offer readers an update on discussions
about a third Thames Bridge, following my earlier letter
about this issue.

For at least 30 years RBC has supported a third
Thames bridge, to the east of Reading outside the
borough, with the south side being in Wokingham
District and the north side in Oxfordshire. Since RBC
became the Highway Authority in 1998 (following the
abolition of Berkshire County Council), we have put
renewed efforts into trying to persuade Oxfordshire
County Council (OCC), South Oxford District Council
(SODC) and its parishes to enter into a dialogue about

RS 4 EL R LT BRIV

A reminder of the floods in the winter which threw the need for a third bridge
into sharp focus. At the time of going to press the road to Sonning was still

under repair because of flood damage

options for promoting a third bridge. Such a bridge
would not only be of considerable benefit to the
communities in South Oxfordshire and to the
thousands of their residents who travel into and
through Reading every week, but would also benefit
many people in Wokingham and Reading boroughs.

Following a recent meeting at Westminster the
respective councils agreed to share information about
traffic flows but I am afraid the position taken by OCC
and SODC remains unchanged and they continue to
oppose a third bridge in principle.

I moved a resolution at the full Reading council in
January which urges OCC and SODC to come to the
table without any pre-conditions and discuss options
for a third bridge.

Hemdean House
School

Independent day school
for boys — 3 -11 years
& girls 3 -16 years

Thursday” is

Fisherman day!

*gvery Thursday 2pm - 6pm

St. Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham. RG4 7PL

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST
SOLICITORS

Contact Paul Griffin based in Caversham for
< House & Flat moves
< Wills Probate and Inheritance cases,
<+ Co-ownership issues

<+ Family law.

Contact Paul on 0118 909 9998 or e-mail
paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk Paul offers
home and out of hours visits, at no extra charge

AWG is authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority [ no 00046377 |

RBC has consistently proposed an all-
traffic modes bridge, which would be
designed and managed alongside Reading
and Caversham bridges so as to serve as a
local distributor and by-pass and not part of
the larger strategic highway network.

RBC is confident that we would be in a
position to allay most of the rational
concerns raised over many years by
communities in South Oxfordshire. For
example, there are no longer any plans
nationally, regionally or locally to continue
the motorway network across Oxfordshire
from the A329 to the M40.

Furthermore, it is important to stress the
context within which RBC has always
promoted the third Thames bridge, namely
as part of a wider package of measures
which include park and ride sites, a mass
rapid transit link from Reading Station, via
Thames Valley Park and on to Bracknell,
and all underpinned by continuing
investment in already good local public
transport networks and enhanced cycling
opportunities.

The reality is that people north of the river
stand to benefit as much from a properly
designed and managed third bridge as those
who live south of the Thames. We recognise
there are some genuine environmental and
traffic concerns amongst communities in
South Oxfordshire, and we therefore wish to
work with SODC and OCC in designing a
scheme that will be in the interests of all our
communities. A jointly designed and
promoted scheme could then form the basis
of a bid for either Government funding or a
local authority/private sector venture.

4 Flora
Musica

Flower festival with music

Entry by programme on the door: £2
Donations also welcome
Proceeds to roise mency for ¢ new orgon

For more detolls see stpetercevershom org o

4 BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns 1o in-growing toe nails, (oot pain o veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rh id patients ¢

cialist 1 Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

e
For a Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
5 Mrs Samantha Vistuer -

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

ales,
Friendly "¢
andpersonal

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD T10HA MRQA RCCA
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, $6 WOODCOTE RD, CAVERSHAM
Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines / Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems

0118 947 6067/www.aromatherapycaversham.co.uk

leclia@ rsham.co.uk Vouchers available

leslie@ar P)




New social club for
older people

The latest social club for older people
in North Reading was launched on
Thursday 10th April at The Milestone
Centre in Caversham Park Village.
Running from 10.30am to 2.30pm, the
club is being funded and supported by
Reading Borough Council but is led by
volunteers from the Caversham Older
People’s Steering Group with support
from Age UK Berkshire Active Living.

Weekly get-togethers will offer fun and
accessible activities for the over 50s. The
launch event included a seated exercise
demonstration, a free hot lunch and tea,
coffee and cake.

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)
Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
Can accommodate for example:
« Children's parties / Family celebrations

* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

®®_  RICHFIELD
®233® FLOORING

* Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
* Samples to view in your home/office day/evening
* Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
* Fast turn around on fitting If required

* Carpet, design and wood flooring spacialists

We supply and install: Karndean - Amtico
Cormar - Elka - Quickstep - and more...

Tel: 01189 561 735

10 Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk / www.richfieldflooring.co.uk

Froe and Confidental money advice

“If you ore finding it difficult to pay bills on time

Councillor Rachel Eden, lead member
for adult social care, said: “I'm very
happy to see that following the success of
the older people’s social club at
Amersham Road, we are extending into
Caversham Park Village. We've listened
to our older residents in Caversham and
are providing the services they have
asked for in their local area and I hope
this club will be as successful as the
Friday club that has recently been
launched.”

The recently launched Friday club at
Amersham Road Community Centre is
continuing to go from strength to
strength.

If you would like to come along to
either club or if you need assistance with
transport, please call Michelle on 07834
335103 or email michelle.brown@
reading.gov.uk

Click Here !

Computer advice by Francis Brown

No one should still be using XP: it is far too
risky. Now that Microsoft has withdrawn
support for XP, it has become a malware honey
pot. The bad guys are queuing up to feast on the
unwary. If you cannot face getting used to
Windows 7 or 8, what can you do to reduce the
risk? i
Install the last Microsoft XP update issued 8
April 14. Update your Internet security suite
(McAfee, AVG etc) and run the associated scan.
Complete both steps. Uninstall Java; there may
be more than one version present. (A few games
may not work anymore, a small price to pay).
Uninstall Adobe Flash ActiveX (Adobe Flash
Plugin is not the same thing, leave if present).
Java and Adobe Flash ActiveX continue to be
magnets for malware. STOP using Internet
Explorer because it is not being updated.
Instead, install another web browser (Chrome,
FireFox etc).

These are easy changes but if assistance is
needed, there is a good chance that a neighbour
or relation will be able to help. See my website
www.fbrown.org for links to illustrated
instructions and other information. A further
more complex step is also described on my
website.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE MAY 2014

Caversham Bridge Crossword No 4
We invite you to solve the crossword.

1 2

7

9
11 12
15

18

20

Across

1 Get away (6)

Answers next month

3
6
8
10
13
16

4 )
14

17

19

21

4 One of the Gospel writers (4)

7 Destroy by fire (4)

8 Intelligent person (slang) (8)

9 Spicy cooked meat (6)
10 Twist or turn with a sudden movement (5)
11 Distinctive character (5)

13 Limits within which some action can occur (5)

15 Shrub with purple coloured flower (5)

16 Not outside (6)

18 Wandering beggar or thief (8)
19 South American country (4)

20 Musical group (4)
21 Loved deeply (6)

Down
1 Teach, school (7)

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents
specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham
area.
We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all
aspects of the sale of residential property.
Our services includes:
« Free valuations
* Probate valuations
« Accompanied viewings
* Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers
* Professional staff who live within the area
* Regular up-date reports
* Strong local reputation for obtaining results
« Discreet marketing services
If you are looking to move now or in the near future
please feel free in either calling into our offices in
Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the
number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

2 Tropical plant with red or yellow showy flowers (5)
3 Part of the economy managed by the state (6,6)

4 Light with a transparent protective cover (7)

5 A rap or sharp tap (5)

6 Organised an event (12)
12 Afghan province, area protected by British forces (7)
14 Withstood hardship (7)

15 South American animal of camel family (5)

(CARTER

ELECTRICAL

Why should you

.I--/\
install Solar PV? REAR
You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

0118 967 7033

info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

17 Very good ()

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senlor
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntiworld.com

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like 10 have this paper
delivered to you monthly?
Email us at
cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and sddress
Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

Can YOU help to deliver
the Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
volunteers?

We need people in Caversham
Heights to deliver papers in
Chazey Road and also to deliver
nine bundles of papers by car to
street distributors in the area.
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you
feel you can help or would like
more information. Thank you.
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Affordable

web desugn
Attractive -

Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.

0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

@ =

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

administration

NS

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Summerfleld Care Home

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham
Reading RG4 7LU
(0118) 947 2164

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and choice is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life.

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full range of shops
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by.
SUMMERFIELD is registered with the CQC (Care Quality
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual.
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk
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Runners support famlly charity

Thirteen  runners
from Caversham and
Reading raised almost

£8,000 for Parents
and Children
Together (PACT), a
local adoption and
fostering charity,
when they completed
this year’s Mizuno
Reading Half
Marathon.

Their sponsorship
money will help the
charity to provide
therapeutic support
services for locally

adopted and fostered P

children. PACT was founded in 1911 by the then
Bishop of Oxford and has close links to the
Oxford Diocese. Its Reading offices are in
Southern Court, South Street, near the town

centre.

PACT provides community projects to assist
such as Alana
House, a centre for vulnerable women at times of
crisis, and Bounce Back 4 Kids, a programme to
support children who have been affected by

local disadvantaged people,

Laura Senior, PACT’s fundraising manager, with runners (left to
right) Andrew Line, Dominic Fryer, Matt Rodda, Paul Ryan, Martin

domestic abuse in the
home. PACT also
provides a range of
services including -
outstanding (as rated
by Ofsted) adoption,
fostering and award
winning therapeutic
support services.

PACT is actively
recruiting local
families to consider
adopting or fostering |
the 6,000 children in
care in the UK today.
For more information
on adoption and
fostering and how
you may be able to make a difference to a
vulnerable child’s life please visit PACT’s
website www.pactcharity.org/info.

PACT runner and local councillor, Matt Rodda,
commented: “PACT does some very valuable
work and has a long connection with the local
churches and the wider community in Reading
and Caversham; the team of runners was
delighted to be able to help raise funds for the
charity.”

Bowl up for open evenings

Caversham Bowling Club is a mixed
club, which offers the opportunity to
take part in a sport which can be
enjoyed by both men and women of all
ages. The club has members of all
standards, from beginners to county
players. There are vacancies for both
men and women, and this summer, as
in previous years, the club is offering
the opportunity to anyone who is
interested to come along and try the
game.

The sport provides gentle exercise
and the opportunity to make new
friends. You do not need to have
played competitive sport in the past;
the game does not require great

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgmdcs

B design and i

All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

physical fitness or athleticism, but relies rather on =

attributes of control, accuracy and consistency, which in
some ways can be more demanding.

Throughout the summer, starting on 2nd May, each
Friday evening from 6.00pm, the club will be open to
anyone who would like to try the game. The only
requirements are flat-soled shoes and enthusiasm: bowls
and other equipment will be provided. Members look
forward to welcoming you and will be on hand to offer
advice and instruction. It does not take long to learn the
basics of the game, and you could soon be taking part in
club matches.

The club has a friendly atmosphere with a licensed bar,
and organises social events throughout the year. Why not
come along on a Friday evening and try it, you may be
pleasantly surprised? Light refreshments will be available
for a nominal sum. You do not need to book, just turn up on
the night.

Experienced bowlers are also welcome to join the club,
and should contact the secretary as below.

The club is located in the park in Albert Road,
Caversham, and free parking is available next to the green.
The number 22 bus stops outside the park at the St
Andrew’s church bus stop.

Further information can be obtained from the club
secretary on 0118 947 5672.

New community café

The Lower Caversham Community Partnership, a
partnership between St John’s church, New Bridge Nursery
and Caversham Hall, will be opening the Caversham
Community Café at St John’s church in Gosbrook Road on _
Tuesday 6th May at 10am.

The Mayor of Reading, Councillor Marian Livingston,
will officially open the café, which initially will be open
each Tuesday from 9.30am and 2.0pm selling tea, coffee,
hot chocolate, cakes, scones, teacakes and biscuits. Do pop
in!
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- Most makes repaired

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

« Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

- 27 years experience / guaranteed work

- Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Y —E. H. HAMLEY & SON=

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years
Caversham based
Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

e

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

St. Barnabas
( PARISH CENTRE \

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 —10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN
for tea, coffee, (;’i—;\
conversation and R @
company /

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

3

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896
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THE GUELDER ROSE

he guelder rose will be in

flower in the hedgerows this

month. It's a shrub which

looks attractive in May when
it flowers, and again in the autumn,
with its red berries and leaves.

The distinctive thing about the
flower-heads is the ring of large white
flowers around the circle of smaller,
more pinkish flowers, in the middle.
The large flowers are sterile — it’s the
smaller flowers in the middle which
give rise to the berries. Some varieties
of hydrangea have flower-heads
arranged in the same way.

One of the good things about
writing these articles, from my point
of view, is that I am motivated to
reach down the reference books and
check facts. I had thought that the
name guelder rose may be connected
with the name of a small tree which
is related to it — the elder. According
to the Oxford English Dictionary, this
is not so. Guelders is a province in
Holland which was formerly a
Germany duchy, and the capital of
that duchy was a town called
Guelders. The name of the guelder
rose originally belonged to a
cultivated variety of that shrub which
was first produced in this area. It’s

w

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes
SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm
Non-members welcome
Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

* Comprehensive eye
examinations

+ Full contact lens service
* Free specs for children

+ Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zciss
and Rodenstock lenses

* Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk

44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

Est. 1990

* Driveways » Patios # Shingle
Driveways ¢ Natural Stone Paving
Call for a free estimate
Tel: 0118 946 4852
Mob: 0789 985 5831

Email: dgwalshbuilders@gmail.com
www.dgwalshpavingandbuildingservices.com

what we usually call the snowball tree these days. You
sometimes see it in parks and gardens. The “snowballs”
are composed entirely of ball-like masses of the larger,
sterile flowers.

When John Gerard described the rose elder or
gelderland rose in the late 16th century, he was referring
to the snowball tree. Mary Russell Mitford, the local
authoress, wrote of wild guelder roses flowering in the
hedges around Three Mile Cross in her classic book, Our
Village, published in 1824.

The question now arises as to what people called the
wild guelder rose before it was the guelder rose. The
creamy-white flower-heads do, of course, resemble those
of the elder, which flowers about the same time, and so
we have names like water elder, marrish elder, white
eller, and dog eller. (“Eller” is a local pronunciation of
the word “elder”, and “marrish” is an old form of the
word “marsh”.)

Another batch of names has the epithet “dog”, which
in the case of plants usually signifies something of little
worth, and fit only for dogs — they don’t smell pleasant
and you can’t eat them. Other old names for guelder rose
are dogberry, dogwood, and dog tree, as well as dog eller.

In fact, the berries are supposed to taste pleasant when
made into jelly. In the United States, they have been
used as a substitute for cranberries — but they mustn’t be
eaten raw. Richard Mabey, in his book, Food for Free,
offers this warning: “The sticky fruits of the guelder rose
will make you sick if you eat them, but they are quite
safe cooked, and have often been made into jellies.” I
wonder what the nasty chemicals might be which are
destroyed in the cooking process.

As for the smell of the flowers, I wasn’t aware that they
had a scent until I started reading. Other members of the
botanical family caprifoliaceae, including elder,
viburnum and honeysuckle, are noted for their perfume,
though that of elder does tend to remind some people of
tom-cats! Geoffrey Grigson, in The Englishman’s Flora,
describes the scent of the guelder rose thus, “crisply
fried, well-peppered trout, if you can imagine that
trouty, peppery smell with a touch of sweetness.” At the
moment, I find it hard to imagine any flower smelling of
fried fish, but when I'm out and about in May, I'll give it
a try! Happy Wanderer
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More savers needed for
credit union

'4’ YOBA

Yoga in the Park - Caversham Court gardens
and classes at Amersham Road Community Centre

For more Information please contact
Info@elisebeechen.co.uk
www.elisebeechen.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Berks and Oxon Social Care

* : Need companionship or help with

A tasks other than personal care?
Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, respite for carers
Home from hospital help, lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits (help with advocacy), pet care
De-cluttering, re-organising & help with paperwork
Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years’ experience in social care. Insured and CRB
checked. Someone you can trust.
Contact Anita to discuss requirements and prices
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: berksandoxon@talktalk.net

FREE Quotations

 Brickwork & Dvives Clsaved Call us Today
Y P — o

@ Extwrioe Parieting Mabi

@ Ut Minor Ropais Adam

© Thiow Shewe, Fut ookt 07920 017134

READING
RG4 8DG

www.cavtiles.co.uk

CAVERSEAM “Clati

Tel 0118 947 8853

CLEARANCE SALE Now ow

The Community Savings and Loans (CSL), based in
London Street, Reading, is appealing for more savers from
Reading churches in order to provide an alternative ethical
savingsplan and be of more help in the local community.

A trustee of CSL spoke at the Reading Deanery Synod
meeting in February and explained that membership was
open to individuals as well as corporate groups (ie charities
including churches, businesses, sole traders, and voluntary
groups). Once the membership form is completed,
confirming residence in Berkshire, and personal details
verified, an initial investment of £5 or more is made. Further
regular savings into the account will be totalled annually,
and a dividend (currently at 1.2per cent) decided at CSL’s
annual general meeting, and paid to members. The
maximum investment is £15,000. Members are covered by
the Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS).

Members have a say in how the CSL is run and become
eligible for a loan. Should you be intending to borrow
elsewhere CSL will match other lenders’ interest rates, as
long as the offer is in writing. CSL are keen to attract
borrowers from Reading churches because they are hoping
to have more borrowers with a very low chance of defaulting.
If more savers and borrowers use the credit union, better
dividends can result, and more help given to the community.

Contact: 0118 958 5803 (10 - 4 weekdays) or
www.cslberks.org..

May Smith and Mark Burton,
St Barnabas Deanery Synod representatives

On the way to Emmaus

Two people were walking home from Jerusalem to a village called
Emmaus. As they walked, a man joined them.

“What are you two talking about?" asked the man.

“Haven't you heard what's happened?” they said. “Jesus has died.
We're feeling very sad. He was our friend."”

The man listened carefully to everything the two people said. He
talked to them about Jesus and what the Bible says about him.

By the time they got to Emmaus, it was nearly night-time.
“Come and stay at our house tonight," the two friends said.

Before they ate supper, the man said a prayer. Then h
up the loaf of bread and broke it into two pieces.
looked at each other, amazed. That was what J
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LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM

by Mary Kift

A revised edition

£8.99

Now available at

WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham

Peter Robins
Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

STAIRLIFTS .

RECONDITIONED
from only £495

(Includes fitting and warranty)

NEW fromonly £44195

We Buy Back Stairlifts

Up to £500 paid on Minivator « Acorn - Brooks
(Subject to survey and age)

FREEPHONE Your Local Specialist on
0800 0920326

Commercial Property Agents

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Rent Reviews & Lease Renewals negotiated

George Chilvers and Nigel Price Frics

0118 947 4600
www.highmoorcross.co.uk

.7 ARUM TREE SURGEONS
e BEREXE N o0
SERVICES | *" sneos

* Tree removal, tree pruning ®
e Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding ®
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Shorland

AUC“OIEEII VALUERS - CHARTERED SURVEYORS
The iocal firm the intermations] reputation - Est 1901

DO YOU ENJOVY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATTN AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TVF
DO YOU WANT 70 DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR
TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASN?

THEN Cﬂl‘ AND EXPERIENCE THNE EXTITEAMNT OF AN
UETION FOR YOURSELF - LOGALLY

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

+ ANTIGUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEMOLD & OF FICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
« GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEMICLES
#nd much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Probate ¢ Family Division ¢ insurance « Auction

We would be pleased to advise without obligatien.
Sco website for fixture list and catalogues
WO IRAUELGN.E0.ub ~ log on and subscribe

RICS compliant - clients money protected

+44 (0)118 950 8611

nollys Street
Berkshire RG1 7HU
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CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS, |
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

CAVERSHAM HEATH
—————— GOLF (LU ——————

Part of the historic Mapledurham Estate, the Club is
committed to providing members with the finest
course in the area. The course has been open
everyday on full greens & tees throughout 2013

Special introductory 5 day and 7 day
membership offer
4 join for the price of 3
Please contact Claire Machin for further details.

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

.
P

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

« Full Replacement ¢ Guttering and" Downpipe
Repairs * Clearing and Cleaning * Guaranteed for
10 years * Full Public Liability Insured

L ¢ Police Checked
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978

(- for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
- Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
3 Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
s & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company
All Types of Roofing

Tel: 0118 963 9456
>

Caversham Heights Society

The Caversham Heights Society held two meetings during March, both
enthralling in different ways.

The first speaker was unable to attend due to unexpected circumstances.
Instead, at very short notice, Hugh Grainger, a former chief examiner of
English for the South East region, stepped in to talk on the development of
the English language over the centuries. With a mixture of the serious and
the light-hearted he showed how there was one basic language spoken
throughout what is now Europe; how about 4000 years ago this divided
into what are now the basic languages of Europe; and how words,
grammar and punctuation have all changed over the centuries.

For example, it was only in the 17th century that punctuation first began
in English and until the mid-18th century nouns had capital letters rather
like the German language. Because of the influence of Norman French
after 1066, English had masculine, feminine and neutral words though by
the late 12th century these genders had become obsolete.

Since Shakespeare’s time at least 250,000 words have been added to
English which, unlike French, has absorbed words from almost every
language. Today English is spoken as a first or second language by nearly
two billion people. Its major problems, however, are that certain words can
have multiple meanings and many of these words are not phonetic, making
it very difficult for a non-native speaker to pick up the language easily.

For the second meeting, held on 19th March, Alastair Lack, a former
director of the BBC World Service, shared his insights into the impact of
the service on revealing news as it unfolded; how it was, and still is, highly
regarded around the’ world because of its impartiality; how for many
people, for example behind the Iron Curtain, it was seen as a lifeline of
information on what was going on; and how many world leaders even now
listen in. Because of its influence some countries, such as North Korea,
Burma and China, do their utmost to block the BBC broadcasts. Members
were regaled with some fascinating insights into how the BBC has covered
key events in world history and with stories arising from the speaker’s first
hand experiences and interviews.

The society is always looking out new members, preferably younger than
the current age profile. Further information can be found at www.cav-hts-
socfsnet.co.uk or by telephoning 959 5307.

Caversham WI

Members met for the annual meeting giving them a chance to hear about
the previous year’s activities and adopt the financial report. Happily the
committee have agreed to stay on for another year and the president, Miss
Margaret Cameron, was re-elected. After a cup of tea there was a bring and
buy auction. A variety of goods produced some hectic bidding to raise
funds. There was also a raffle.

Meetings are at Church House in Caversham centre on the third
Thursday of the month.

Rosehill WI

President Margaret Pyle welcomed members and guests to the March
meeting. She said the report of the previous meeting was available for
anyone who wished to read it. Unfortunately, due to the wet weather the
planned walks had not taken place.

March is the time for the AGM followed by the official yearly meeting
when reports are given of the past year including the financial accounts.
The reports were all approved. Treasurer Doris Goddard reported that we
have 41 full and two dual members. Margaret also thanked everyone who
had knitted items for Buscot Ward at RBH (24 blankets, 92 hats and 51
cardigans). She then told us of the speakers we will be having for the
following 12 months, but that there would be no summer outing this year.

Margaret thanked the committee and helpers for their hard work during
the year. One committee member, Marjorie Weaver, is standing down after
many years of service including presidency. We were then introduced to
all the committee including two new members (Yvonne Wright and
Barbara Wood). Margaret Pyle was then unanimously elected to serve as
president for another year.

We then had a short talk by Duncan Knight of the Royal Berkshire Fire
and Rescue Service. Duncan is a volunteer and talked about fire hazards
in the home. The Fire Service will send officers to the homes of people
over 70 and the registered disabled to do safety checks and to advise on
what to do if a fire were to break out. Several members took up his offer
and will be visited in the future.

During the afternoon we had a bring and buy stall which made a profit
of £48.50. The meeting ended with tea and biscuits, followed by a raffle.

We meet at St Barnabas church hall, Emmer Green on the first
Wednesday of the month at 2.00 pm, and visitors are always welcome.
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Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild

The April meeting marked the start of a new
era for the branch as they settled into a new
venue at the Methodist church hall. Paul Joyce
gave an interesting talk about the Thames and
Severn canals.

A visit to the Mill at Sonning for a meal and a
play was enjoyed by all who attended. The social
studies group learnt about The Changing Face of
Reading from Alan Copeland.

The chairman's house was the venue for a
coffee morning which included a video of a
programme about the Townswomen’s Guild
made for a satellite TV channel as part of a
programme about approaching retirement. But it
is pointed out that guilds are for ladies of ALL
ages.

On the latest amble one of the members got
into a misunderstanding with a public toilet
which washed her down as well as the facilities,
but her spirit was not dampened and the lovely
walk continued to the end.

The May meeting is on 15th at 7.30pm at
Caversham Heights Methodist church hall,
Highmoor Road, and there will be a talk by a
magistrate.

Any ladies wishing to join will be most
welcome.

St Peter’s Wives

At our April meeting Mary Bryant talked about
the second leg of her trip around the world, this
time covering Australia and Tasmania.

Mary and her husband saw many wonderful
sights and amazing wildlife. They cycled
hundreds of miles on bicycles laden with
camping equipment and all the necessities of
life. This looked like hard work on flat roads, but
to negotiate some of the hills they encountered
must have tested their endurance to the limit.

Members enjoyed her talk and also the
colourful slides showing various places they had
visited, including Melbourne, Brisbane, Sydney
and the Great Barrier Reef. The wildlife was
interesting and included black swans, pelicans,
multi-coloured parakeets and kookaburras, as
well as the ubiquitous kangaroos. ‘

Our 50th anniversary party is being held on 17
June at Church House, starting at 7.30pm. We
hope as many members as possible will be able
to attend and we would particularly welcome
past members. As previously mentioned, the
group will then officially close, but we will
continue to meet occasionally on an informal
basis.

Any past members wishing to attend the party
should contact either Jean Pugh on 0118
9472949 or Kathleen Hardy on 0118 9474365.
This will help us with the catering. Many thanks.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like to have this paper
delivered to you monthly?
Email us at:

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly
Bicycle Repairs

cavershambridgencws @gmail.com
giving your name and address.
Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Cayersham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Ring Jerry
0774 695 9463

Free Estimates
COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443
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CALLAGHAN FLOORING ANb CARPETS

Professional & personal service from first meefing fo
completion of work

Combined experience of almost 40 years

We can supply/fit, repair or just fif
No job too big or small

For carpet, laminate, vinyl, real wood or files
Contact us for free advice, measuring and
no obligation estimates

Email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
Tel: 01189 628527 / 07792 239474

1

WWW.

pets.co.uk

Care when it’s
needed most

Our caring statf ans In:m lu h.m n
i Y0y,

Our services also include advice and guidanca on

- Pre-pajd Funeral Plans
- Memorial Masonry.
- Floral Tributes

Qur nevr funeral home is now open at;

Caversham

42 Chureh Street, BG4 8AU

0118 947 9213

| Nl AUA A J
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J R McCARDLE

MASTER MASONS

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all
other masonry
undertaken

0118 973 0043

A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING

Telephone
0118 957 3537

Tel:

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

(01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST 1826

monumental masons.

24 Hour assistance
4 Offices with parking
Competitively priced

Stone memorials

Reading:
Henley-on-Thames:

Flowers by telephone and on-line

Pre-paid funeral plans

Other Branches: Bracknell ~ Wokingham
www.abwalker.co.uk

0118 957 3650
01491 413 434

Caversham Allotment Association

The next meeting of the association is on Tuesday 13th May at Church
House, Caversham, next to Waitrose. The speaker will be Linsey Evans
who will talk about Painting with Plant, an interesting way of designing
your borders. The talk starts at 7,30pm and there will be refreshments and
a raffle. Entrance is free. Please come along for an entertaining evening.
Contact Carol Wheeler on 01189 475802 for further details.

Caversham and Chiltern Flower Club

The club are holding a practical session on leaf manipulation at 7.30pm
on 14th May at Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Road.
This is a basic lesson and among other techniques you can learn how to
plait phormium leaves. Please bring a small bunch of flowers. Phormium
leaves will be charged at £1 for two. Visitors are welcome and will be
charged £4.50 on the door. For more information, contact Shirley Sexton
0118 9412329.

Caversham Horticultural Society

The society will hold two events in May. The spring plant sale will be
on Saturday 3rd May at the Oakley Road allotments, Caversham, between
10 and 11.30am. Stock up with interesting plants at keen prices.

The second talk of the year on The Ancient Garden will be by Rodney
Bowers at Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road, on Wednesday
14th May at 7.45pm. The talk is free for members but visitors will be
charged £3.00. Refreshments will be available.

The talk looks back at gardens of two important civilizations: ancient
Egypt and the Roman Empire. Design, layout, horticultural techniques
and the plants to be found there are discussed, using paintings from tombs
and palaces, evidence from archaeological sites and modern resources.

Chazey WI

Chocolate truffle making was the subject for the February meeting,
when Pat Williams came to give a demonstration. With a tempting display
of truffles, she enthused- about the techniques essential to making the
perfect truffle. The proper equipment was brought along and members
were also given a guide to different flavour combinations.

Caversham Heights Methodist Church Hall, in Highmoor Road,
Caversham. Visitors and new members are always welcome.

I oo e

Two choirs in concert

A lively and varied concert of songs will be performed by the Reading
Male Voice Choir at St Andrew's church, Caversham, on Saturday 17th
May.

The chair, returning to St Andrew's after an absence of two years, will
again have a group of children from Caversham Primary School, as its
guests.

Conducted on this occasion by its deputy musical director Clive
Waterman, the choir will sing a selection of songs from its extensive
repertoire including the haunting Prayer of the Children, which highlights
the plight of children caught up in war, the boisterous Little Brown Jug
and The Silver Birch, a lyrical but rapidly accelerating Russian folk song
once made famous by the Red Army Choir.

The concert, which starts at 7.30pm, will be in aid of St. Andrew's
outreach projects and Launchpad, a charity for the homeless. Tickets are
available from Waltons the Jewellers in Prospect Street, Caversham (not
open Mondays, cash only), or by phoning 01189 474166.

Prices, including a glass of wine or fruit juice at the interval, are £12 on
the door, £10 for concessions or if purchased in advance. There is a
special price of £5 for children under 16.

Fair at St John’s
The May Fair at St John’s church, Caversham WI|| be held on Saturday

10 Mav at 1nm in tho Ahiirabh Céalia i te -
rrmy o LWL OLES WIIT INCIUGE TOMDOIA, cakes, jewellery

and books. There will also be a raffle with many prizes. Refreshments will
be available.

A very handy sale

The annual household and handyman sale will take place at St.
Barnabas Church Hall, Emmer Green, on Saturday 3rd May from 10 am
untii noon. Books, plants, furniture and gardening equipment - all
manner of household items and much more will be on sale. A tool
sharpening service will once again be available.

Any large items purchased can be delivered for a small additional fee.
For further details or to offer items, please contact Richard on 947 5744
or Wendy on 946 1365. All proceeds will go to the church's overseas
charities.
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PET CARE P W M DESIGN
On holiday, working,
ill or just need help? Carpznt’r‘y and scioesy
DOG WALKING it s I
LOOKING AFTER et inn ol
DOGS, CATS,
RABBITS etc Fully qualified &
Let me HELP you Insured
in your home or mine A
0118 9470187 Call Philip on
07526 371999
for all your
woodworking
and building
e requirements
One fo One
Infernet computer
fraining for all ages www.caversham.org uk

& abillit

x
3 Using your own THE source online
9 ‘machine & for RG4 news,
5 software - at your 4
2 e events, eating out,
Bl : places to go, local
(o)} elp with installing .
s i history and more.
5 up Infemet The best place on
@ connections | |the web to look for
£ Anne Garrison information about
= 47 424
118 947 4244 Caversham  and
beyond.
40 Years
expernence
behind us
. . ~
On Sight Opfical Lid h/”

All frames include, os standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

We make
£18.00 speciocies 1o
your
Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transifion Reactolite £54.00 Conpoet
repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligation adusknasts
We specialise in complex and difficult
prescripfions Extremely
competifive

Over 162 Just bring in your prescription. jsans

11éa Heney Rood
Cavershom

Recding
Bertshie
RG4 604
T 018 476 754
+.01189 26759
Lcom

Foot Health Practitioner

Foot Health care in your
_own home

J. . MOTORS

+ MoT while you wait (by appointment)
+ Servicing by top mechanics

+ Bodywork, any job undertaken
+

Collection and delivery service can
_be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 - 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF




BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

* All Gas Work U ndunkxu + Servicing
* Landlord Safety Certifi + Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which s your heating system to
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote
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ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

,g.., Gardiner’s

INURSING AND HOMECARE

?-‘

<
Since 1968, Gardiner's has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.

Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. . ;
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church st., Caversham, RG48Dz 0118 9476666

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

KNentwood gatdm Sexvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

¢ ﬁ Caversham Clinic -4
H 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8JB ety

=" 0118 948 2999

Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7THS

Be driven in comfort
Airports » Weddings ¢ Special occasions
Local reliable service

Ray Noble

Proprietor

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @ jwexeccars.co.uk

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk
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PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

1 BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,

General Building, Painting,

& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Decorating

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice

25A Kidmore Road. Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

Quality private dental care for all the family
Modemn Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

Easy access and parking

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

o

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Fireplace \¥2,
Maglc)d

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,
Registered Waste Carrier,

Gabriele Scicluna civ & Guip mece & T8 (ENG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

FREE EPCs
FREE PHOTOGRAPHS

| CONTRACTS

VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES

ham Reading
Ne U110 590 4

npnag

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

Malcolm ]. Jeffries
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Building Maintenance

22 Buxton Avenue

PHONE 0118 9472040 e
Caversham Heights

MOBILE 07768 316210 Reading
Berks
RG4 7BU
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