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NEED FOR THIRD BRIDGE

Travel chaos caused by floods last month once again raised the thorny

The same situation occurred during the evening rush hour and on

question: Does the Reading area need a third bridge across the Thames? following days although the problem eased as drivers staggered their
Several events coincided in the first week in January to create gridlock journeys or found other options.

in Caversham and Reading during the morning rush hour. Queues of

traffic stretched back several ‘
miles along the main routes
from the north, such as the
A4074 and the Peppard Road,
and there were reports of
drivers taking an hour or more
to get from their homes in
Caversham or Emmer Green to
Reading bridge: Others on the
school run were unable to get
out of housing estates or
residential roads due to traffic
queuing on the main routes.

All this was caused by the
closure of Sonning bridge
when the Thames burst its
banks following weeks of
storms and torrential rain. It
happened on the same day as
the children went back to
school at the start of the new
term. The toll bridge at
Whitchurch was already closed
due to major repair work and won’t open again until the summer at the
earliest. Also the bridge at Goring and Streatley was inaccessible due to
flooding.

This meant that the only routes available to drivers wanting to cross
the river between Henley and Wallingford — a stretch of some 20 miles
-- were the two bridges at Reading. So traffic funnelled towards them
from all directions. Henley also experienced similar problems as extra
traffic headed for the bridge there.

Looking downstream from the weir by Caversham lock.

Of course traffic problems fade into insignificance compared to the
horrors experienced by people
whose homes or businesses
were flooded, such as at Purley,
Wargrave and Twyford. But if
you asked those drivers stuck
in jams for hours if they would
support a third bridge, the
answer would be a resounding
Yes. Neither do the residents of
Caversham and Emmer Green
enjoy having their streets
clogged with stationary traffic.
This supports some of the
opinions voiced at the recent
Sharing Our Streets meeting as
reported on page 4 of this
issue.

A new bridge would cost
many millions, perhaps even
more than the current Reading
station redevelopment, but
would benefit local people as
well as those passing through
the area. Sonning bridge stayed closed for two weeks.

The problem of where the traffic would go once it crossed into
Oxfordshire would also have to be resolved. But extreme weather
episodes seem to becoming more frequent and traffic on our roads
increases every year.

So perhaps now is the time that the whole issue of a third Reading
bridge should be dusted off and looked at again. There is an online
petition campaigning for a new bridge.

Happy Wanderer

| Talking Point..........
From the Lookout Post................eu. page 4
[ Mothers’ Union’s role
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Jeremy Tear

St John's Vicarage, St John'’s Road,
Caversham RG4 SAN Tel: 946 2884

Revd Marion Pyke
26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ
Tel: 947 5834

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Becky Lovatt, 1 Forge Close, Caversham
RG4 8BG. Tel: 948 2530

email: beckybawden@hotmail.co.uk or
beckybawden @btinternet.com

BAPTIST

Revd Rob Beardsley.

Tel: 07515 260019

email rob.beardsley @sky.com

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Mike Walker, Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.
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TALKING POINT
by

%

Becky Lovatt

God of surprises

| guess most of your readers will know that my husband and
| have a two-year-old son called Theo, and if you didn’t already
know, you do now. Well, during the run up to Christmas | was
constantly reminded, through the comments made by Theo,
that God is a god of surprises.

It began when Theo announced one day on the way home
from nursery school, that “When it is Jesus’ birthday Farmer
Christmas comes, and Farmer Christmas comes on a train.” It
was not so much what he said, but the way in which he said it
-- so matter of fact, as if to think anything else was clearly
wrong.

The next surprise was when he came back from church on
Sunday 22nd, singing, “Bethlehem, Bethlehem, Bethlehem, on
Christmas day in the morning.” He had heard the song in the
service and to my amazement had come home singing it -- well
something like it anyway. What an amazing God we have!

However, the biggest surprise happened at the toddlers’
group pram service. All the children were sitting on the floor in
front of the golden box, full of nativity characters that they could
not see, and | asked them what they thought might be inside
the box All was quiet and suddenly Theo said, “Treasure,
mummy”. How right he was, as the gift of Christ at Christmas
is the greatest treasure we have.

Yet, now Christmas is over for another year, the lights have
come down, the tree has been boxed, and the diet has begun.
But God has not stopped surprising us. If we wait on him and
are open to all possibilities, surprises will happen because with
God anything is possible.

In the summer my family and | will leave Reading to take up a
new appointment. In my time here, God, through his people in
this place, has loved me, cherished me and cared for me, in
good, bad and indifferent times. | would like to take this
opportunity to say thank you and say goodbye, and | pray that
God will continue to surprise you and me as we journey
together with Him throughout the coming year.

Deacon Becky Lovatt is a member of the Caversham
Methodist team ministry

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood and visits to the sick
or housebound. if you would like to
;- give to the community by joining us
as a volunteer driver or as a visitor,
then do get in touch with us,

ighbours.

Monday to Friday 9.30am~11.30am Wi
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.30am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP

Meeting at Caversham Park School

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street

10.30am Mormning Worship each Sunday

7.00pm Powerhouse Service - 2nd Saturday
each month

3.45pm Messy Church - for all the family

Last Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading
10.30am
(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the March 2014 issue should
be sent to the Caversham Thameside and
Mapedurham parish office by Monday 3rd
February. The date for the April 2014 issue is
Monday 3rd March. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

Advertising copy for the March issue should be
sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren
Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 31st January.
The date for the April issue is Friday 28th

February. *

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00n0on
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Bamnabas Centre ~ *

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Activity in the stable yard during the sale
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Tree sale helps heathland

The annual ECONET Christmas tree sale took place at Caversham Court stable
yard in December for the fourth year running. It has become quite a social occasion
with people returning each year. :

The trees are taken from a heathland restoration site nearby, with permission.
Volunteers cut the Scots pine, which are invading the heathland, thus allowing the
habitat to recover. We are losing this heathland habitat due to neglect and lack of
grazing. The trees of varying size and shape make attractive Christmas trees and the
needles do not drop. Other environmentally friendly products on offer included the
RSPB providing bird necessities, BBOWT making wreaths and local willow worker
Christine Brewster making attractive decorations,

For further information visit the ECONET website on www.econetreading.org.uk

Pub back in business

The Pack Saddle pub restaurant on the A4074 at
Mapledurham, which was badly damaged by fire in February
2012, has been reopened under new management.

The newly refurbished pub now boasts a modern British
menu in its 40-cover restaurant and a new catering team. It
offers a relaxed atmosphere, serious food, fine wines and real
ales. The bar menu offers some classic dishes, such as
homemade fish pie, and the freshly baked bread is made using
flour from the Mapledurham estate’s watermill on the
Thames.

The new owner, Sean Valentine, comments: “The Pack
Saddle will be a place where visitors can relax and enjoy a
sumptuous meal from an innovative British menu, enjoy the
ambience and absorb some great hospitality. Our large
paddock area is being developed for special events. We will be
actively developing our own events calendar, with a whole
range of exciting activities such as summer barbecues, wine
dinners and a beer and food festival. I want to create
something exceptional that people will remember and look
forward to returning to.”

Another local pub restaurant, the popular Griffin in
Caversham, was closed by a fire on Christmas Eve and lost all
its Christmas and New Year business. At the time of going to
press it was being renovated and the owners, Chef and Brewer,
said it would be closed until further notice.

Letter to the Editor

I would like to thank Colin Ferguson for his Talking Point article in the
Caversham Bridge in January.

[ also studied criminology and worked in the criminal justice system from the
mid-sixties and can trace a similar descending spiral of credibility in the criminal
justice system. I find the policies of recent years, including both main political
parties, irrational in that they are not based on clear evidence, costly both
financially and in terms of their devastating effect on family life, and ineffective
because they largely fail to rehabilitate offenders.

There was a time in the 80s when we were beginning to see, from experience in
some parts of this country and others abroad, alternative ways of responding to
criminality which were much more effective in reducing recidivism and involving
victims. In Berkshire we were beginning to find joined up ways of preventing and
responding to juvenile crime, which had early promise. Sadly many of these
initiatives lost their way with the many changes wrought by politicians on local and
central government organisation and on social policy.

I'am not a practising Christian but I was brought up as one and I find the present
social policies affecting the poorer and less privileged sections of our community
profoundly un-Christian. What can be done about this? In Caversham we live in a
privileged community, where the politics are apparently overwhelmingly to the
right. There was a time in Berkshire when the County Council was decidedly
Conservative but their policies were at least benign. As Colin says, we need to find
our compassion and we need to counter populist notions of criminality and how to
respond to it with rational arguments and unbiased presentation of the statistical
evidence. Richard Heyes

Gill Madeley natort.

Garden Design & Maintenance

* Garden Design
* Maintenance
* Seasonal Clearance

° Planting
* Advice

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
1.0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com
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ALEX LOWTH
Gardening & Design

b |

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Gardening Service:
* One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

Paintings & Commissions
Handprinted Photographs
Flash Animation Warkshops

* Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.
Artwork & Photography
Mike Brand 9475178
mikebrand.co.uk

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

Steepa

Bathrooms jTiles

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info @steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

n .
web design Garrison
Attractive
Affordable
‘ Web Sites
l Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.
0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

a\ jJasdea up

Swing Dance
Classes

In the Reading/Henley area

Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
Jive, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa
Dancing to swing/jazz/blues
from the 1940s to the present

a3

Absolute Beginners very welcome
No need to bring a partner

Contact jean@alljazzedup.com
0780 8966928
www.alljazzedup.com
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INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR DECORATING

s Paper Hanging Specialist

& Coving & Dado Rails Fitted

7 Guttering Changed

s New Work & Refurbishment

& Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,

o

o

Reading RG4 7HR

www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk
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Book now for Valentine’s Day!
Two course lunch £14.95
Four course dinner £24.95

Open all day for Tea, Coffee and Cake
selection of Vintage Afternoon Teas
Breakfast & Lunch Menu

nnie’s Lunch Club (eve ¥

Vintage Style Tea Rooms
Elegantly decorated, in the heart of Sonning Common
Monday - Friday

09:00 - 4:30

Weeke

0118 327 1128

The new free primary school for Caversham
Heights is moving closer to confirming its opening
in September this year. A new head teacher has
now been appointed. Karen Edwards, currently
head of the Sacred Heart Primary School in
Henley, will take up her post on 1st April but is
already increasingly involved behind the scenes
preparing the ground. On 15th January, the
application process for reception places in
September closed. Parents had to decide by that
date, which schools to list and what preferences to
express.

The process for opening new free schools is very
rapid with a series of key dates in the process. A
consultation closing on 26th January asked, ‘Do
you agree that the Heights Primary School should
open in September 2014, which would involve The
Heights Primary School Trust entering into a
funding agreement with the Secretary of State for
Education?” This agreement should be formalised
in March. The National Offer Day informing
parents of places allocated is on 16th April.

The question foremost in everyone’s mind is
where the school will be located and at the time of
writing, no decision has been announced. The
Education Funding Agency (EFA), part of the
Department for Education, is responsible for
identifying and securing the school’s premises.
From a surprisingly long list, they are now
focusing on a few shortlisted options for both
permanent and temporary accommodation. Again
surprisingly, it is not uncommon for there to be
continuing uncertainty at this stage and many free
schools  have started with temporary
accommodation not being in place until July or
August.

On Tuesday 7th January, a consultation evening
was held at Mapledurham Pavilion. The hall was
packed, with people standing all round the hall
and in the entrance lobby. Prospective parents
were keen to know more about plans for opening
and what kind of education would be available for
their children. Local residents were particularly
concerned about possible locations and there were
many questions about potential use of
Mapledurham Playing Fields. This land is held in
trust and, if it were to be selected as a site for the
school, a lengthy process would follow which
could not be bypassed by the EFA. Whichever site
is selected by the EFA and confirmed by the
Minister for Schools, an application will have to
be made for planning permission.

Whatever the outcome, there is no doubt that
Caversham urgently needs more school places and
there is a projected shortfall of 50 reception places
for September. One thing very much on our side is
the highly committed team of parents who have
worked incredibly hard to bring progress to this
stage. For more information and any subsequent
announcements

see
www.theheightsprimary.co.uk/
Sharing Our Streets
On 12 November 2013, CADRA and the

Caversham Traders Association held a joint
meeting to consider if a vision for traffic measures
in the centre of Caversham is needed. The meeting
was open to everyone and more than 100 people
attended, including five local councillors, A report
of the evening featured in the last edition of
Caversham Bridge and is available
www.cadra.org.uk .

at

‘Prospective parents packed the hall for the consultation evening
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The banner promoting the new school
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Following the meeting, 83 people took the time to
set out their views on the problems facing
Caversham centre and potential solutions to those
problems. Their views have been gathered together
and a summary produced. This is available in full
at www.cadra.org.uk but the main points are set out
here.

Firstly, everyone who responded to the
questionnaire would like improvements to the
centre of Caversham.

The problems most commonly identified were:

Poor pedestrian facilities;

The street scene and how the roads are used;

Traffic levels through the centre;

Poor provision for cyclists and cycling on

pavements
5. Heavy goods vehicles passing through.

Among the wider solutions set out, the dominant
theme was for a more village like appearance with
a better balance between motorists and pedestrians.
This might include reduced or improved street
furniture, raised tables, speed humps and shared
areas. Many people would like to see control on
speeding or aggressive driving and better cycle
facilities.

Foremost among the issues where local people
could potentially achieve change are:
¢ Improved pedestrian crossing facilities;

* Improved street appearance and junction layout;

* 20mph speed limit possibly enforced by raised
crossings or speed humps;

e Improved cycle facilities.

The on-line questionnaire remains open at

www.cadra.org.uk and both CADRA and the

Caversham Traders Association are keen to hear

your views as they embark on discussions with

local councillors and council officers.

B e
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Local man launches crime book

A local man, David Burnell, has launched his first
novel, a crime story called Doom Watch. The launch
took place in November before an appreciative
audience of about 30 local people at the Grosvenor
pub in Kidmore Road. With the story set in north
Cornwall, he hopes the book will be the first of a
series under the umbrella title of ‘Cornish
Conundrums’.

Les Williams, also a local man and chairman of the
Writers” Circle that meets in Tilehurst, opened the
meeting by asking David a number of questions,
What started him writing novels, why did he want to focus on crime fiction, why did
he set his books in Cornwall, why did he decide to self-publish, and were any of his
characters based on real-life figures?

David replied that he had long thought about writing but that his work with Thames
Water left him with little energy to write, especially as he had been working on a PhD
thesis before retirement. But after retiring, he and his wife bought a holiday cottage in
north Cornwall. Soon after that, inspired by the rugged Cornish coastline and its

. CHRISTMAS FAIR
The Christmas fair at Our Lady and St
Anne’s church took place at the end of

November. The usual stalls were manned by
the usual stalwarts. They included the

NEWS

picturesque villages, he began writing his first novel, though this was not Doom
Watch. That would need a substantial revamp but might one day be number three in
the series. He was currently working on number two.

Being a mathematician David felt that crime writing was similar in so far as it
involved recognising patterns and solving problems. Crime writing needs logic as well
as intuition and may be the easiest way for a new author to begin. The biggest
difficulty was to think of a Cornish-based plot and then work out how to expand this
into an intriguing story. None of his characters was based on any specific person. Self-
publishing was hard work but faster than the laborious procedure of trying to find a
publisher. JK Rowling was rejected by at least 15 publishers before she hit the jackpot.

David’s wife, Marion, then read a chapter from Doom Watch. Following a lively stag
party a dead torso is found in an old quarry pool. To find out why the book is called
Doom Watch, how the body got there and who committed the crime, readers will just
have to buy the book. But be warned: there are several sub-plots to the story. This
correspondent found it an intriguing read which he was unable to put down until the
final page. It is well worth the read and can be bought as a book for £6.90 or as a Kindle
e-book (£2.05) from Amazon.

David Burnell (left) and Les Wiliams at
the launch.

tombola of bottles, the cake stall with a good
selection of home-made cakes, the toy stall
full of soft toys, a white elephant stall with
some pieces of porcelain among other pretty
items, the plant stall with beautifully made
Christmas arrangements and the Friends of
the Holy Land stall with olive wood items all
made in the Holy Land.

There was a grand draw and a raffle for a
decorated cake.

Mr Toad came along tooting his car horn
and Father Christmas, accompanied by Mrs
Christmas, brightened things up when he ‘

arrived in his new
outfit.

Refreshments
were available in
the Cenacle and
hot dogs were on
sale outside in the
car park.
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Come & experience the unigue environment of having
traditional English Cream Teas on Whittington's Tea
Barge moored on the Thames right by Reading Bridge.

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST
SOLICITORS

St Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham. RG4 7PL

We have wonderful coffee & 18 different types of tea
home made scones, cakes and light meaks.

Contact Paul Griffin based in Caversham for
<+ House & Flat moves
< Wills Probate and Inheritance cases,
» Co-ownership issues

> Family law.

o -

B

2 cream teas for the price of 1 on presentation
of this advert.

o

Contact Paul on 0118 909 9998 or e-mail
paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk Paul offers
home and out of hours visits, at no extra charge

AWG is authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation

Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA MRQA. RCCA. Authority [ no 00046377 |

THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 80 WOODCOTE RD, CAVERSHAM

Hemdean House

Treat your loved one to a luxurious Aromatherapy massage or a
italisis gy treatment for Valentines Day

1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
: 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE :
1 ]
1 1
1 1
1 ]
1 1
1 1
1 1
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0118 947 6067/1esli herapycaversham.co.uk St Michael’s Church Hall School
£>/discounonipressutal e LS vert (rear of St Michael's Catholic Church, Peppard Road, Independent day school
———— - Sonning Common) for boys — 311
MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL Light airy hall for hire daytimes & evenings at & giris 3 -16 years

TRENCH GREEN competitive rates

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
Can accommodate for example:
* Children's parties / Family celebrations

* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Excellent facilities including chairs/tables, kitchen,
heating, updated toilet facilities and car park

Please contact: Church Office 0118 972 3418
or email: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk

valeg
west

Friendly

ndpersonal

* Most makes repaired

* Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

+ Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

+ 27 years experience / guaranteed work

+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:

07773 750321 daytime work hours

0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information
For more inf pd & price
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

(1SN W 48

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST“ A

. Mrs Samantha Vistuer =
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rhe id patients wel

Specialist Tt Bi ch Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic appointment please call

TEL: 0118 946 3401
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Would you Results

e o have this paper

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
ssociation for Counselling
otherapy Senior

Psychotherapist/Counsellor

purchased erther from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent @ntiworld.com

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term

Emergency Mum

Iping hand with your little ones?
u!ly qualified nanny

Free and Confidential money adice

“XF yous arw Finding it difficult 1o pay bills on time

(CARTER

ELECTRI

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

0118 967 7033

info@carter-elecirical.co.uk
www.carfer-electrical.co.uk
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Mothers’ Union: Vital asset
in an uncertain world

The Mothers’ Union branch at St Andrew’s,
Caversham, is a vital part of the parish,
playing an active role in both worship and the
social life of the church. The equivalent
branch at St Peter’s church has recently been
disbanded and some of its members have
joined the St Andrew’s group.

The varying fortunes of these two groups
prompts the question: What is the relevance of
the Mothers’ Union, an institution which
dates back to 1876, in the troubled world of
the 21st Century?

The answer is a great deal, despite its
sometimes cosy image of tea, sympathy and
home-made cakes. The statistics relating to the
MU are staggering. It has four million

DEEERUNION

Christian care for families

members and is active in 83 countries
throughout the world. Within the UK and
Ireland it has 93,000 members. It is the largest
mission organisation within the Anglican
Communion.

Lorna Lovett, leader of the group at St
Andrew’s, says: “Our branch has been
established and thriving for almost 70 years.
Last year the Oxford diocese celebrated 125
years since the first branch was started.”

The group meets on the first Tuesday of each
month in the church hall, or someone’s home,
and comes together for fellowship, prayer and
usually a speaker or discussion. This covers a
wide range of topics.

She adds: “Our vision is of a world where

God’s love is shown through loving, respectable and flourishing
relationships. We seek to nurture individuals, families and whole
communities through our work.

“We campaign for social justice for those on the margins and for
greater recognition of the value of stable family life. The seeds we sow
are seeds of hope, support and opportunity.”

The playschool and Tiddlers group at St Andrew’s were originally
started by the MU many years ago.

Some members have been to Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford to
carry out welcoming duties for visitors. Others call on people in the
parish, at home or in hospital, who need a visitor for a variety of
reasons.

One of the most successful projects has been the supply of emergency
toiletry bags for the children’s ward at the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
These are invaluable to mums and dads if they have to stay overnight
unexpectedly with their child.

Looking to the wider world, the group supports the Away from It All
scheme run by the MU for families in need of a holiday. It also
supported the Buy Bye campaign launched in 2010 to raise awareness
of increasing levels of marketing and sexual imagery aimed at and
accessible to children. This generated an amazing response from the
general public and led to a Government review led by the MU chief
executive Reg Bailey. In turn this resulted in significant changes
including improvements to online safety for children.

Internationally the MU is a global fellowship, linking women around
the world. It works with some of the most marginalised and neglected
people in the developing world.

Inmdentally you don’t have to be a mother to belong — and even men
can join. It has a voice at the United Nations and exercises its
consultative power every year at the Commission on the Status of
Women held in New York.

The MU makes a difference to the health and poverty levels of
communities in countries where women’s access to economic
resources is very limited. It works to eradicate illiteracy and promote
numeracy in countries where poor access to education is the norm.

It funds training in self help, leadership skills, agriculture, health
issues, nutrition and HIV awareness. It empowers women as economic
decision makers in Africa, Asia and the Far East.

As you can see the list of what the Mothers’ Union does for others is
almo st
endless.

Hannah Taylor, MU
regional development
officer for Asia, on a
visit to a branch in
Korea last year

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

® Free valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers ,

® Professional staff who live within the area

® Regular up-date reports

® Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

* Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
* Samples to view in your home/office day/evening
* Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
* Fast turn around on fitting if required
* Carpet, design and wood flooring spacialists
We supply and install: Karndean - Amtico
Cormar - Elka - Quickstep - and more...

Tel: 01189 561 735

10 Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshi

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk / www.richfield:

Newly refurbished, with a modern British menu
and new team.

3

With the warmest of greetings we'look
forward to seeing you...

It doesn't have (o be

tlenlines
Dy

BUT it helps!

Call or visit our web site to book NOW.

Serious

Real Ales

to make it special...

—_——
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Can YOU help to deliver the
Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
volunteers?

We need people in Caversham Heights
to deliver papers in Chazey Road and
also to deliver nine bundles of papers by

car to street distributors in the area. .
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you feel you
can help or would like more information.

Thank you.

/

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

L

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered
Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military
All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Summerfiel___d Care Home

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham
Reading RG4 7LU
(0118) 947 2164

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights.
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over, Dignity and choice is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life,

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full range of shops
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by.
SUMMERFIELD Is registered with the CQC (Care Quality
Commission) 3

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual.
Www.summerfieldcare.co.uk

Adult schools

It came as something of a surprise when a friend of mine,
a great collector of old postcards of the Reading area, sent
me a scan of this picture of the Caversham Adult Schools.
I had known that they existed, but wasn’t sure where.

A quick look in the old Reading street directories shows
them to have been at No 9 Westfield Road. In fact, the
directories have two entries for No. 9 — one for the house
at the front, and one for the Adult Schools at the back. The
large-scale Ordnance Survey plans show the house at the
front, and a passageway between Nos 7 and 9, leading to
the schools built over the garden of No 9.

A visit to the site confirmed what I thought. No 9 is
unlike the other terraced houses on either side of it. You
can see where the passageway would have been at the side
of it. At the back is the service road for the houses in
Westfield Road and Cromwell Road. Not surprisingly, the
wooden buildings which housed the schools are no longer
there, having been replaced by garages.

The Caversham Adult Schools were one of the four adult
schools in Reading. The National Union of Adult Schools
was supported by The Society of Friends — the Quakers.
The movement dates back to the mid-nineteenth century,
before universal compulsory elementary education, so it is
not surprising that the Quakers, with their high ideals,
took it on themselves to help working people to learn to
read, write, and calculate. From the 1870s onwards, the
need began to disappear, but the adult schools continued,
maintaining the high ideals, helping people who had
missed out on elementary education, and helping
everyone make the most of their scant leisure time and
their lives.

in Caversham

I have read that the first of these schools in Caversham
was in Bridge Street, but it doesn’t seem to appear in the
directories. The schools as seen here appear first in the
1911 directory. From the delightful ladies’ hats, it would
seem that the photograph was taken about 1930, I hope
that they make you smile, as they did me. Surprisingly, the
schools continue to appear in directories until 1971, If
they functioned until then, there must be many people
who remember them, and what they did.

Quite why the word schools is plural is not clear, but it
may be because there were separate classes for men and
women. In 1913, the men had their classes at Westfield
Road, and the women at the house called Fir Lodge, once
reached from a drive off Gosbrook Road, next to the
present-day recreation ground. The men’s class was at
9am on a Sunday morning, and the women met at 3pm on
Sunday afternoons. This was presumably so that they
could attend morning worship at their own churches.

The directory entries always have the word unsectarian.
to emphasise that the classes were open to everyone, even
if they were supported by the Quakers. Besides the
Caversham schools, there was one in Norris Road in east
Reading, another in Gloucester Road in west Reading, and
one near the Quaker Meeting House in Church Street.
between London Street and Southampton Street in the
town centre. This seems rather impressive.

The mention of the social club on the sign in the picture
is intriguing. I wonder what they did. I expect there were
flower and produce shows, lantern lectures, and home-
made entertainments. Perhaps some Caversham Bridge
readers will enlighten us! Happy Wanderer

’ B ADULT
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The Caversham schools in their old wooden buildings

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

07885 454 092

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boilcr-rcpairs. Maintenance and upgrades,
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

:t Yo+ Sl A e ‘\‘-
Treating many conditions 1§
For more information or to book an appointment \E pﬁ@m @Ia!rg
0118 947 5775 g — Mo ..
g - {

Everything you will ever need under one roof; the
most comprehe:

Come and visit our showroom to see our fresh,
innovative designs.

www.PiermontKitchens.co.uk
emall: Q@p co.uk

it hogs dniusinluons o~

| - Open 6 days a week v/

- Easy to find. parking v f
Design & planning ¢ ¥

i second to none v

[ 600 door options - Yes 600

nsive range of designs available!

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Tel:

.READING 0118 946

155 387 GOSAN

— —
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The children start turning Father Paul into a
snowman ...
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... the process is complete

CHURCHES
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Children get the message

Angie Hassan of the parish of Our Lady and St
Anne’s writes: Our needs are few, our wants are
many; however is this a concept that can have any
relevance to any child? When my children were
younger, I had to remind them to eat their greens,
finish their food, always be polite and no swearing.
Just to name a few red hot bricks that will penalise
them and not get them the presents they want from
Santa. If that was bribery, then I am guilty as
charged!

At our St Anne’s’ children’s Christmas party,
Father Paul reminded the children that this was one
party that his predecessor, Father Giles, enjoyed
most and long awaited throughout the year and

The party in full swing

those who were there can understand why. The pure joy and
innocence of the children when they arrived at the party was
a sight to behold!

Their expectations were simple: to be fed, have their loved
ones with them, meet Santa and to turn their parish priest
into a snowman! They were not inhibited at all and when
Santa asked them if they have been good, all replied in the
affirmative! They were happy with the gifts they received
and the joy on each face will remain with me for a long time!

For a moment in time I wished I could be a child again. The
purity, the innocence and the gratefulness that so little can
bring! May the children as they grow older be aware of the
meaning of Advent and Christmas and may they all be little
candles burning their light for our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen!

Pictures: Angie Hassan

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE\

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

/

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

for tea, coffee,

conversation and
&company

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Bl ier
TS A NS
Comprehensive eye
examinations
+ Full contact lens service
1% * Free specs for children

* Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zciss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

ECUMENICAL CONFIRMATION

Plans were made over the summer for an Ecumenical
Confirmation to be hosted by the Caversham Park
ecumenical church as the Caversham group’s
confirmation.

In the event, Caversham Park had only one candidate,
but Bishop Andrew graciously allowed this to go ahead,
as we were already to be joined by two candidates from
St. Michael’s, Tilehurst, and eventually another four from
St. Peter’s, Earley.

Was the school hall where we meet for worship going
to be big enough to accommodate all the possible guests?
Actually, only two candidates brought more than the 10
suggested, so we all fitted in comfortably.

To reflect the ecumenical nature of the service,
Anglican Common Worship with Baptism was used, with
additions from the 1992 Joint Liturgical Groups
agreement for Confirmation and Reaffirmation of
Baptismal Faith. The Revd David Shaw, Methodist
circuit superintendent minister, confirmed our candidate
with Bishop Andrew and she was welcomed by the Revd
Robert Barthram, a URC minister from Reading, while the
Anglican candidates were welcomed as full members of
their congregations by their own priests. Two of the
Anglican candidates were also baptised as part of the
service.

It was a really joyful occasion and the church at
Caversham Park was spiritually affirmed by the service.

The candidates and Bishop Andrew after the service

The buzz of friendly chatter over refreshments
which followed showed how many were caught up
by the service.

Many thanks to the Ministers and churches who
were enthusiastic to take part and families and
friends who supported, to Louise Cole for requesting
the participation from the Methodist and URC
ministers and to our Baptist moderator, John Tuck,
for his attendance. Margaret
Dimmick

Christmas at St Peter’s

Two weeks before Christmas, during the usual
morning service, the congregation presented toys to
be distributed to children throughout the borough.
Cubs and Beavers took part in the service..

On Monday 16th December, the Carols in
Caversham Court event was moved to St Peter’s
church owing to the bad weather, and although the

attendance was less than last year, the church was °

full for this popular annual event. The carols were
led by St Peter’s choir and accompanied by the
Salvation Army Band. Mulled wine and mince pies
were sold, raising a considerable sum in aid of local
charities.

On the Sunday before Christmas, the church was
again filled to capacity for the carol service, which
followed the traditional nine lessons and carols
format. On Christmas Eve, two Christingle services
were held, and the church was again full for both of
these. A choir member, dressed as a large Christingle,
led the children around the church to collect their
individual Christingles, after which the candles were
lit.

The church was again full for the traditional
Christmas Eve midnight mass service.

The attendance at these special Christmas services |

totalled well over 1000 people, and it was good to see
the church full.

}
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PET CARE
On holiday, working, HOME TUITION
ill or just need help?
DOG WALKING Primary School Age
LOOKING AFTER ’ e
DO GS, c ATS, Range of subjects offered including
RABBITS etc Special Needs
_ Let me HELP you Call 954 5860 or 947 2804
in your home or mine
0118 9470187 sd.delamere @gmail.com

LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM

by Mary Kift

A revised edition

£8.99

Now available at

WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham

Peter Robins

Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling

Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

Berks and Oxon Social Care
’ Need companionship or help with
R tasks other than personal care?
Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, respite for carers
Home from hospital help, lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits (help with advocacy), pet care
De-cluttering, re-organising & help with paperwork
Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and CRB
checked. Someone you can trust.
Contact Anita to discuss requirements and prices
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: berksandoxon@talktalk.net

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

BERKSHIRES INDEPENDENT TILE SUPPLIER

56 DONKIN HILL
CAVERSHAM
READING

RG4 6DG

Tel 0118 9478853  www.cavtiles.co.uk

CLEARANCE SALE Now oN!

CAVERSHA
oo
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FRIENDS OF CAVERSHAM COURT GARDENS

You are invited to the annual general meting of the Friends of
Caversham Court Gardens on Wednesday 5 March, 7pm for 7.30. A brief
business meeting will be followed by an illustrated talk on The Rise,
Decline and Reincarnation of the Walled Kitchen Garden

The speaker will be Susan Campbell, a founder member of The Walled
Kitchen Garden Network and author of A History of Kitchen Gardening.
Members and non-members are welcome at the meeting, which will be
held in Reading Canoe Club, The Warren, Caversham RG4 7TH.

Refreshments will be provided, sponsored by Farmer and Dyer, Estate
Agents, Caversham.

READING GARDENERS

On February 12th in Caversham Primary School hall the club welcomes
Chris Beardshaw, the internationally renowned award-winning garden
designer and TV presenter, who will talk on 100 Plants that (almost)
changed the world.

Make sure you buy your ticket in advance, £7 for members, £10 for non-
members, by sending a cheque made payable to Reading Gardeners and a
stamped addressed envelope to Gill Betts, 38 Priest Hill, Caversham,
Reading RG4 7RY

This is a special meeting as part of the club’s 125th anniversary
celebration. A drink and canapés are included in the price. The meeting
starts at 7pm and the talk is at 7.45pm

On 26th February Helen Picton of Old Court Nurseries and the Picton
Garden will give a talk on asters. This is at 7.30pm at Caversham Primary
School.

Please visit the website: readinggardenersclub.org.uk

JOIN THE DAY
Women’s World Day of Prayer will be held on 7th March at 8am at the New
Testament Church of God, Church Street, Caversham. The speaker will
be Mrs Morva Gayle. All are welcome — men, women and children.

Click Here!
Computer advice by Francs Brown. This month he discusses the
; retirement of Microsoft XP

The last Microsoft security update to XP will be on 8th April this
year. This is good news for fraudsters. I liked XP. It did a good job, but
it is not really up to coping with the current security threats. Three
layers of protection are needed: up to date software, an up to date
security suite and common sense. On their own, security suites are
just not good enough. They are good but not perfect.

Fraudsters are waiting in the knowledge that parts of XP are used in
the later products: Vista, Windows 7 and 8. These more recent
products will continue to be updated, typically late on the second
Tuesday of every month. For the technically minded, a detailed
analysis of each newly discovered issue and its associated fix is
available. Some of these issues will definitely be present in XP, but
they will not be fixed after April. Of course, fraudsters will exploit this
situation.

There could be more than 1000 XP PCs in Caversham. If you know
someone who might be using XP, please let him or her know, that XP
is being retired and will no longer be supported by Microsoft. See
www.fbrown.org for more details.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Commercial Property Agents

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Rent Reviews & Lease Renewals negotiated

George Chilvers and Nigel Price rrics

0118 947 4600
www.highmoorcross.co.uk

w

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00
FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes
SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm
Non-members welcome
Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

./ ARUM TREE SURGEONS

\l TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES | " oanam"

CROSSWORD ANSWERS
Here is the solution to the crossword which appeared in last
month’s issue. We hope we enjoyed it.
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¢ Tree removal, tree pruning
 Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS —~ CHARTERED SURVEYORS
1ocal firm with the internations reputation — Es1 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
0O YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXTITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY!

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AT READING AUCTION CENTRE
+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & QFFICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
« GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEWICLES
s0d much mare

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Prabate ¢ Family Division ¢ insurance ¢ Auction
We would be pleased to advise without obligation.
Soo website for fixture list and catalogues
FIOLIMARCHON.L0.k — 109 on and subscribo
RICS compliant - clients money protected
+44 (0)118 950 8611
e RGI 7HU Fax: +44 (

st

31 Great Knollys Street
R
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| CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007
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CAVERSHAM HEATH
GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

¢ Family Events

¢ Birthday Parties

4 Anniversaries

# Corporate Functions

4 Christenings
¢ Weddings
¢ Funerals

¢ Dinner Parties

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

 Full Replacement ¢ Guttering and Downpipe
Repairs ® Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for
10 years e Full Public Liability Insured
; * Police Checked
welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978

for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 94586

= NFac
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CLUBS

Rosehill Wi

In December president Margaret Pyle welcomed members
and visitors. She pointed out that the resolutions form is in the
current issue of WI Life and if anyone wished to complete and
hand it in at the January meeting it would be forwarded to
National. Margaret Pyle also reported that she had received an
e-mail from Esme Ellingham’s son to thank members who had
visited his mother.

After a short report from secretary Margaret Seal about
correspondence, treasurer Doris Goddard said she had sent a
further 60 emergency packs to RBH — well done Doris. She
also reported that the November bring and buy stall had made
£59.15 - a big thank you to Brenda and Pat for running the
stall and to all members who generously brought and bought!!

There was a pleasant session with Carol Wheeler talking
about and ringing hand bells. She played several tunes
including Edelweiss and The Lonely Goatherd which she
played with mallets hitting the bells instead of ringing them,
also Amazing Grace which she played at two different tempos.

After that a cup of tea and mince pies or shortbread were
served — with thanks to those members who made them. After
the raffle the president wished everyone a happy Christmas.

Rosehill WI meets on the first Wednesday of the month at St
Barnabas Church Hall at 2.00 pm and visitors are welcome.

Caversham WI

Members held a joint Christmas and birthday party at their
December meeting. Guests from other local institutes were
welcomed and were well entertained by the choir of St John’s
Church. A good appetite was worked up with some festive
carols and then a bring and share supper was enjoyed. This
ended with a piece of cake, a Christmas raffle and a gift from
Santa’s sack.

Law and order was the topic of the talk at the November
meeting. Frank Lovett, a magistrate, explained the magistrates’
role in court proceedings and Helen Morris, a probation
officer, gave details of how her service worked. A hypothetical
crime was presented and members could vote on the
outcome. It was a topic of wide interest and many questions
were asked.

After refreshments details of Christmas celebrations were
finalised.

Caversham Heights Society

In December members of the society were enthralled by a
talk on ‘Forty Years of Catching Smugglers’ given by Malcolm
Nelson. Malcolm had become bored with working in a bank
when one day his father saw an advertisement for customs
officers. Malcolm applied for the position, was accepted, and
his life changed dramatically. From his account to the society
he never seemed to have a dull moment and some of his
stories were hilarious.

Most of his career was spent as a customs officer at
Heathrow where 85 per cent of the drugs smuggled into the
UK are seized. The majority of smugglers are identified as a
result of either tip-offs from colleagues around the world or
from profiling certain types of passengers. Approximately 30
per cent of drugs are sniffed out by specially trained dogs.
Some dogs are also trained to sniff out money.

We learnt that certain airlines are suspect, and that flights
from key cities — Bangkok, Bogota, Istanbul, Kingston,
Jamaica, and Lagos — arriving at particular times of the day are
also key targets. The way that suspects, often oddballs or
showing 'nusual body language, are followed and identified

was particularly interesting and the
places used for hiding drugs were
sometimes unbelievable. Judging by the
laughter and the questions asked this
was a truly memorable evening.

The last meeting of 2013, later in
December, was an organ recital by
Jonathan Holl, ARCO, interspersed with
traditional Christmas carols. This was
followed by a spread of Christmas fare in
the Methodist Church hall. The New
Year's programme began with a talk on
the Mission Aviation Fellowship on 15th
January.

Further details about the society and its
activities are available at www.cav-hts-
soc.fsnet.co.uk or by telephoning 959
58078

Chazey WI

The Christmas party, one of the
highlights of the year, was enjoyed at the
beginning of December. The president,
Ann Knee-Robinson, made the usual
introductions  followed by a
demonstration by local florist Emma
Sampson. She brought along a colourful
array of winter flowers, garden greenery,
pine cones and dried fruit. With
practised ease she then created a
spectacular Christmas wreath followed
by a table arrangement that would grace
even the finest of homes. It was inspiring
to watch and gave members the
enthusiasm to try making their own.

When the demonstration was over,
finger foods and warming cordials were
served. Finally, the wreath and table

arrangement were
raffled and two
lucky winners had
a special memento
to take home.

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs

Decorating inside and out
@ hazey WI meet Flat Pack Assembly
& Bicycle Repairs
on the first Tuesday
Ring Jerry

of every month,
7.45pm, at
Caversham Heights
Methodist Church.

0774 695 9463

DICK SMITH

General Builder

There is a varied Small Building Works
programme of Property Ma{ntenance
Alterations
speakers and
visitors are No Job too Small
welcome. Free Estimates
Est: 35 years
Caversham
0118 9482504

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & cbertified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

{
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40 Years
experience
behind us
On Sight Optical Ltd g™
All frames include, as standord,
single vision lenses, prices from only W o
£1 8'00 spectacles fo
your
prescription
Ofher lens supplements from:
Bifocals ’ £55.00
Varfocals £70.00
Transifion Reactolite £54.00 Camyout
repalrs and
Free Quotations with no obligation adjustments
We specialise ln‘ complex and difficult
prescriptions Extremely
compefifive
Over 162 Just bring In your prescription. Prices
1160 Henley Road
Cavershom
Reading

RGA 60H,

101189 476 754

' 01189 476 759
onsightopticali#biconnact.com

CALLAGHAN FLOORING AND CARPETS

Professional & personal service from first meeting to
completion of work

Combined experience of almost 40 years

We can supply/fit, repair or just fit
No job foo big or small

For carpet, laminate, vinyl, real wood or files
Contact us for free advice, measuring and
no obligation estimates

Email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
Tel: 01189 628527 / 07792 239474

www.callaghanflooringandcarpets.co.uk

J R McCARDLE A.F. JONES
MASTER MASONS MASTER
Fine Memorials in MASONS

Marble, Stone and

Granite Craftsmen in Stone

Restoration and all

BEDFORD RD
other masonry
undertaken READING
Telephone
0118 973 0043 0118 957 3537

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS, FST.1826

W

I R ST R S
Independent family funeral directors and
monumental masons.

* 24 Hour assistance
+ 4 Offices with parking

» Competitively priced

+  Flowers by telephone and on-line
+ Stone memorials

* Pre-paid funeral plans

Reading: 0118 957 3650
Henley-on-Thames: 01491 413 434
Other Branches: Bracknell ~ Wokingham

www.abwalker.co.uk

REMEMBRANCE PARADE
BIGGEST EVER

The Remembrance service and parade in Caversham in
November was the biggest ever in the village centre. It
was estimated that almost 1400 people, no doubt
encouraged by the fine weather, were either in the parade
or accompanying it. It was definitely well over 1000 as
that number of orders of service were provided and
people had to share!

The service, held at the war memorial in Christchurch
Meadow, was conducted by the Revd Derek Chandler,
vicar of St. Barnabas, and the hymns were played by
Lower Early Salvation Army Band.

The president of Caversham Royal British Legion, Ron
Jewitt, welcomed all present and said how pleasing it was
to see so many of the younger generation attending and
understanding the meaning of the day

.Unlike previous years, the parade was dismissed in
Christchurch Meadow after the service and did not go
back to Westfield Road park. This was due to the large
number of young children in the parade and, after a
meeting with leaders from various organisations, it was
decided that this would be safer.

This led to an unexpected but really moving time
afterwards. Thirty wreaths were laid on the memorial, in
itself a record, but many people laid their personal
tributes. The children laid poppies and crosses, some
even their order of service, on the steps of the war
memorial.

Signs of spring at
Clayfield Copse

The Friends of Clayfield Copse at Emmer Green were
busy in January clearing brambles from the bluebell patch
in Blackhouse Wood and widening the path a little,
hoping walkers will keep to the path rather than cutting
across the bluebells.

Conditions were very muddy there for walkers at this
time of year but, although it looked bleak, there were
already signs that spring was not so far away. The
bluebell shoots were just beginning to show and a
woodpecker — the larger black and white kind -- was
shouting to any other woodpeckers around to keep off his

patch!
This month’s task for the Friends will be coppicing the
hazel along the Ride. For details see

www.econetreading.org.uk

Storm damage to oaks on the edge of the football field. Children move in!

Thanks are due to the Salvation
Army band for the music, to Reading
University Boat Club for allowing the
public address system to be
connected to their power supply, and
to Jim Day for setting it up. Thanks
also go to Drummonds Letting
Agency for printing the orders of
service free of charge, to the police
and all those who gave up their time
to attend.

(Bble Friend s\
A message for the wise men

A long way from Bethlehem, there were some wise men

They were looking at the stars,
?  “Look at that big, bright star up there.” one said
% “Itstelling us o king has been born.” said ancther. “How exciting!
# Let's go and find him.”
The wise men chose some special presents to give the baby king.
§  They began a long journey. They followed the star to King Herod's
5 Palace. “We've come to see the special baby,” they told him.
§  “What baby?" he asked.
“The new king.” the wise men answered.
“But I'm the only king here.” said Herod, angrily.
= “You wiill probably find the baby you are looking for in Bethiehem.”
the king's advisers said.

i And they were right. The
§  wise men knelt down.
They knew Jesus
was very special

They gave him the

expensive presents

they had brought

~ gold and rich

perfumes. 4
Matthew 2:1-12

‘One to One

internet

www.caversham.org.uk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.

Info@annegarrison.co.uk

Garrison
‘ 0118 947 4244

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment) ‘

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken

* Collection and delivery service can |
be arranged |

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF
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SPECIALIST

* All Gas Work Undertaken * Servicing
* Landlord Safety Certificates * Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which ca your heating system to
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

% BOILER REPLACEMENT

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

% (Gardiner’s
N YA \ URSING AND HOMECARE

Since 1968, Gardiner's has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,
please call to speak with a nurse.

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8Dz 01 1 8 9476666

Kentwood gatdea Serxvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

¢ ¢ Caversham Clinic 2
i C 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8]B &/
g i 0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.
Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings  Special occasions
Local reliable service

Ray Noble

Proprietor

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @jwexeccars.co.uk

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For-a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23c Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

Freien, -0

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice
25A Kidmore Road, Caversharmn, Reading, RG4 71LR

| 0118 9474848

| Quality private demtal care for all the family
Ift
i Modemn Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry

Il Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

| Easy access and parking

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

|

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,
Registered Waste Carrier,

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guio vecr & £ire (eNG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

FREE EPCs
FREE PHOTOGRAPHS
FREE COLOUR BROCHURES
FREE FLOORPLANS FREE VALUATIONS
NO LONG TERM CONTRACTS

VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES

(PB) PHILIP BAKER & (* g

Independent estate agents since 1992
18 Bridge Street Caversham Reading RG4 8AA
Telephone 0118 946 4606

www.philipbaker.co.uk

1 BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,

Painting, Decorating

& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Fireplace §¥
F;v\ogicﬁd

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating
Building Maintenance

22 Buxton Avenue
Caversham Heights
07168 316210 Reading

Berks
RG4 7BU

PHONE 0118 9472040
MOBILE
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