The idea of building a Free Public Library in Caversham
was.-first floated in the early years of this century,
perhaps influenced by the fine new library across the
river in Reading, which, being residents of Oxfordshire,
Caversham people were unable to use. A Voluntary
Committee was set up to promote the scheme and they
started collecting the signatures of interested parties.

Rates Burden

Then, as now, public
libraries were financ-
ed from the rates, but
expenditure on
libraries was limited to
the product of a Pen-
ny Rate (ie one penny
per pound of the rate
already levied) and
this extra rate would

be charged as soon as -

the Library Acts were
adopted by a Council.
With this severe finan-
cial limitation, Coun-
cils had to make sure
that the penny rate
would produce a
realistic sum to run a
library service before
adopting the Acts, and
also take account of
public opinion, as
some rate-payers ob-
jected to paying the
extra rate for a non-
essential  service.
There would also be
no money for capital
projects like buildings.

The Caversham
Voluntary Committee
therefore had to work
hard collecting not on-
ly the signatures of
people who wished to
have a library in
Caversham, but also
donations to help
finance the scheme.
Mr Andrew Carnegie,
who did much to pro-
mote Public Libraries
in Britain, agreed to
give §2,500 for the
erection of the
building including fur-
niture and fittings,
and Mr William Bulli-
vant Williams J P,
Chairman of the
Voluntary Committee,
donated the site at a
cost of §500. He also
gave a subscription of
§500, the clock above
the main entrance and
1,000 volumes of
general literature to
the completed library.
In all, nearly $300 was
collected, and further
amounts were promis-
ed for buying books. A
competition for the
design of the library
was won by Mr W G
Lewton, Architect,
and R Bell and Sons of
Caversham did the
building. Work started
in January 1907 and
the Principal Stone
was_ laid.by Mr W B
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Williams on 23 March
1907.

Grand Opening

The Library was for-
mally opened on
Wednesday 11
December 1907 by the
Right Hon. Viscount
Valentia, CB, MP for
Oxford City and Chair-
man of the Oxford-

shire County Council,
to much public ac-
claim, and a large
crowd attended the
ceremony. As
reported in the
Berkshire Chronicle of
December 14 1907: —
“Caversham may cer-
tainly be con-
gratulated on this, its
first public building,
for the Free Library is
architecturally and in
other ways a credit to
the place. The style of
the building is Free
Renaissance, and the
superstructure is of
red brick with stone
dressings. The
embellishments are of
an artistic nature, and
the carving of the
stone figure of Time is
a notable feature of
the exterior.. The

Library is of a com-
modius and pleasing
character internally,
and includes Magazine
Rooms with tables for
28 readers, News
Room with accom-
modation for 24
readers at tables and
20 at newspaper
Reference

stands,

Grace James' visit in- 1949. Are you there?

Room for 10 readers
with shelves for 1,700
volumes, Lending
Library with accom-
modation for 8,000
volumes, and Book
Store  for 5,400
volumes. Altogether
there is accommoda-
tion for 15,000 books.
The ‘Open Access’
principle has been
adopted.™
First Multi-purpose
building

As the only public
building in Caversham
for a number of years,
the Library has been
used for various other
purposes. during its
long history. In 1932,
and again in
November 1935, the
Library became a local
Polling Station, and,
during the Second

World War, parts of
the building were us-
ed as Classrooms by
teachers and children
evacuated from Lon-
don. A registration
centre in connection
with' Civil Defence
Duties, the head-
quarters of ‘‘A"
Group of the Civil

Defence Wardens’
Service, and a
distribution centre for
Ration Books were
other guises assumed
by the Library during
the War, and the old
Magazine Room was
set aside as a store
room for use by the
Ministry of Food —
traditionally it was full
of sugar!

The use of the
Caversham Library as
an outstation for the
registration of Births
and Deaths was dis-
continued in 1956.

Outside the building
is still the *‘Free Ren-
aissance'  structure
opened by Viscount
Valentia, and, apart
from renovations to
the stone and brick
work carried out in

1958 and 1959, has
stood the test of time
remarkably well. In-
side it is quite a dif-
ferent story as chang-
ing public demand has
dictated many altera-
tions in function and
layout.

Children’s needs
When the Library

was opened, there
was no separate ac-
commodation for
Children, but this was
rectified in part in
1912 When the little-
used Magazine Room
became a Children's
Reading Room, and
the age at which
children could borrow
books was extended
from 14 years to 12!
This was one of the
many small changes
which occurred when
the Library came
under the control of
Reading Libraries
Committee after the
boundary changes of
1911.

The Children had to
wait until 1948 for a
library of their own
although the need for
a separate department

was first reported to
the Public Libraries
Committee in January
1946. The original
Reading Room was en-
tirely refitted with
shelves, furniture and
a counter suitable for
children’s use, the
stock was thoroughly
overhauled and great-
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ly enlarged, and a
specialist librarian
engaged. The Junior
Library was formally
opened by the Mayor
of Reading on 24 June
1949, and a regular
series  of weekly
meetings for children
arranged for the
winter months. These
activities ranged from
story hours  for
younger readers and
play readings per-
formed by the play
reading group to il-
lustrated talks on
topics of general in-
terest and book talks
for older children, not
forgetting the ever
popular stories and
carols around a
sumptuously-dressed
Christmas Tree. An
occasional treat was a
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In November 1904 a deputation of this Committee
presented a memorial, signed by
a meeting of the Urban District C
the proposal. The matter w
Council in August 1905 w
received, and Caversham Urban District
adopted the Library Acts in October 1905,

550 local electors, to
ouncil, which rejected
as again brought before the
hen it was more-favourably

Council

talk given by a well
known children’s
author; both Grace
James in October 1949
and Kathleen Fidler in
October 1950 at-
tracted over 100
children. There were
also Children's Book
Weeks held annually
at Caversham, West
Branch and Reading
Central Libraries in
rotation when there
were displays of new
books, talks and
demonstrations. Par-
ties of school children
visited during the day
and events were also
held during the even-
ings and were much
enjoyed by the large
audiences
Alterations to suit.
The many altera-
tions in layout which
have taken place over
the yearshave all been
responses to changing
public use. When the
library was first open-
ed the emphasis was
on newspaper and
magazine Reading
Rooms with a small
Lending Library, and

use only warranted
part-time opening
Full time opening

hours were introduc-
ed in 1930, and an in-
creased demand for
lending service began
to develop after the
Second World War.
The creation of the
Junior Library in 1948
relieved congestion in
the Adult Library for a
while, but, by 1950, it
was obvious that
something more must
be done. The large old-
fashioned counter
enclosure with en-
trance and exit gates
was demolished and
replaced by a smaller
counter running along
the wall between the
Adult and Junior
Libraries, so giving
more space for Len-
ding Library shelves.

But the demand for
borrowing facilities
continued to grow, so
even more drastic
solutions were tried.
In 1963 the wall bet-

- Turn to page 3
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By Richard Kin

TALKING POINT

_ &
Rector of Caversham & Mapledurham Mx\ r\ﬁ,&

gsbury

BORN AGAIN —

SMIL

ING!

(It’s a serious business,
being a Christian. .)

My point (to spare you reading on) is that we
confuse at our peril being serious with being
solemn.

My first sermon as incumbent in 1975 urg-
ed rediscovery of life’s divine hilarity. ‘See
yourself through God’s eyes. Nurture the
child in you!” A grave parishioner admonish-
ed me afterwards. ‘Life is NOT fun, vicar; as
you’ll soon discover, it’s a very serious
business being a Christian.” | watched her
stump sadly up the churchyard path in the
sunset. Who could have guessed down that
path years later would come hundreds of
grieving people, their lives blown apart by the
violently distorted childhood fantasies of a
crazed young man, one sunny afternoon in
Hungerford. My memory of Michael Ryan,
who killed and wounded many of my friends,
is of a lonely, solemn face without ever a hint
of a smile. Solemnity at its worst is
blasphemy. Ryan proves it.

X
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EXE

O

Bishop Simon Burrows, asked his views on
the forthcoming Conference of Anglican
bishops, commented ‘The thought of seven
hundred bishops gathered in one place makes
me want to giggle.” As Lambeth Conference
started, ‘The Gospel of Folly’ (NOT Foley,
Bishop of Reading, though — if you're reading
this, Graham — | hope you’ve enjoyed the
book) was published by Revd Patrick Forbes
(Angel Press £4.95; ORDER NOW FROM
CAVERSHAM BOOKSHOP?!). | trained at Lin-
coln Theological College with P. Forbes, a
complete nutcase, whose clownlike lunacy in-
dicated a man on whom God had set his seal
for priesthood. Forbes, whom 1 still see in
small doses, is one of the happiest clergymen
I’'veknown. And he has been through life’s mill.
David Salt (ex-Checkendon), Vicar of Hunger-
ford, is deeply respected by thousands nation-
wide — and should have been honoured in
Her Majesty’s Birthday List — for his utterly
serious, occasionally whimsical, and never
pompously solemn translation of divine Love.
Hungerford’s exuberant ‘Rock Mass’,
developed in 1987 by the town’s children,
shows you have to be a bit nutty to be able
to dance through disaster.
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Bishop John Brown (Cyprus and The Gulf),
is, as | write, beaverinF for release of political
hostages in the middle east. We knew John
as our previous Archdeacon, a man with an
infectious laugh, always likely to do
something cleverly daft in public but 100%
serious in his urgent faith. His successor,
David Griffiths (Lincoln man again!) is also,
thank God, a bit of a divine loony, as was his
predecessor, Raymond Birt, who is
remembered as an ex-Caversham curate with
a zany delight in life.

&
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In the ‘Caversham Bridge’ there’s always
an echo of divine laughter under its surface,
but we do sometimes seem a wee bit over-
solemn. Does this reflect Caversham life?

In my 21 years as a clergyman, I've lost a
lot of friends. | don’t mean those I’ve unwit-
tingly offended. I mean friends, old and, sadly
young, who have died. Usually at the moment
of death the face relaxes. ‘He looks just like
he did as a child.” Gone are the frown-creases.
Welcome is the letting go, even sometimes
with a hint of a quiet smile of serenity. .

Martin Luther is reputed to have said ‘If
you’re not allowed to laugh in heaven, | don’t
want to go there.’ | hear divine tittering each
morning when I clap the clerical collar round
the Kingsbury neck and shuffle out to see
what God’s been up to in the world. Can I
catch a snatch of that laughter in our church
life? Not as often as I'd like to. .

Film portrayals often show Jesus as an
earnest young man. The sort you’d meet each
day on the 8.05 am to Paddington. Yet as |
stand imaginatively on the Galilee Lake shore,
what’s that | hear from that boatful bobbing
up and down out there? Can it be laughter,
guffaws even? And can that be because Jesus
is trying to teach his earnest disciples to trust
God and to take life so seriously that, in the
end, you come up smiling at the divine iron
of it all? Solemnity is Elasphemous, God-
denying. Yes, even and especially when life
gets beyond a joke and you just have to let
go and let God!
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A DAY AT
THE RIVERMEAD
CENTRE

Regarded by some
an eyesore — a red
ugly bloc on the land-
scape beside the
River Thames, the
Rivermead, whether
we likeits exterioror
not is justifying its
existence, not only
for the hordes of
young people,
mothers with tod-
dlers, a sprinkling of
brave Dads, foreign
visitors on exchange
tripsbut now, for the
over-fifties.

Proof of this was on
the 16th September
whenthe centre was
open to all who had
passed the half cen-
tury milestone, at a
modest cost of 25p.
The response was
terrific. Dubiously at
first, we added our
names to the lists of
sports in which we
wanted to partici-
pate, asthe day wore
on warming to the
experience of using
lazy muscles, focuss-
ing eyes on a distant
target, joining in a
tea dance to good,
well remembered
tunes and for some,
sweltering in a
sauna.

Starting off with
bowls, I was soon
fascinated by the ex-
pert way in which
the instructor guided
inexperienced play-
ers such as myself in
sending jack and
bowl along string
lines radiating out-
wards from the mat.
Swinging from the
shoulder and re-
maining in a follow
through  position
came with practice
and of course there
were the experts as-
tounding us all with

Sat. Nov. 5th
Tues. Nov. 8th
Thurs. 10th-Sat

12th Nov.

Mon. Nov. 14th

Sat. Nov. 19th

Sat. Nov. 19th

Sat. Nov. 26th

Sat. Nov. 26th
Sat. Dec. 3rd

Tues. Dec. 6th

their prowess. With
“No it's not a ball to
fling, it is a bowl to
glide' still ringing in
my ears [ moved on
to Short Tennis
never having en-
countered this sport
before.

A spongy ballis hit
with stumpy black
rackets over a short
net on a court about
the size of a Badmin-
ton court. It soon
hotted up and we
found ourselves
skimming the net
and placing the ball
in true (well nearly)
Wimbledon fashion.
Onthento cool offin
the swimming pool
where aerobics were
being taught by a
young sylph like in-
structress. ‘‘Lift the
left leg, up, swing it
back, turn’’ etc etc.
On then to the exer-
ciseroom and on toa

bicycle — one of
those  wretched
things that stops

dead if you don’t
keep up the pace.
Well'mused to cycl-
ing, but this wasina
cheating mood, stop-
ping before my two
minutes was up.
Shirked the other
forms of torture in

favour of a tram-
poline bounce.
Gorgeous feeling

floating skyward let-
ting arms and legs
take care of them-
selves as one tries to
land back on the cen-
tral star — no gam-
bols or splits thank
you!

Then after a light
lunch on to join the
archery novices. Six
of us lined up to be
told how to hold a
bow, focus on a
round metal circle on
to a target ahead,
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St John's November Bazaar 2pm

Caversham Hall.

St John's Rededication Service 8pm.
Caversham Players. ‘‘Dear Brutus'

St Andrews’s Hall.

Open afternoon 2.15pm Trench Green Hall
Bring and Buy and produce stall.
Caversham Heights Methodist Church Hall
2pm. Bazaar in aid of Royal Berks Hospital.
Reading Caversham Afternoon
Townswomen'’s Guild Autumn Fair

2pm Caversham Hall.

St Barnabas' Christmas Fair.
2.30pm St Barnabas Hall. Proceeds to

Overseas Mission.

St Anne's Christmas Bazaar St Anne's
Hall, Washington Road,
Sue Ryder Christmas Fair at Joyce

Grove, Nettlebed.

St Anne’s Hall, Washington Road 1.30-3.00
All ladies from local Churches invited to

afternoon tea.

rivermead
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notchinthe arrow —
two feathers on one
side and one on the
other — pullback the
string at shoulder
height and wham!
the flying arrow sped
towards the target’s
coloured circles and
we were then taught
the correct method
of retrieving by plac-
ing one hand so, and
the words, ‘‘We take
care.of our Bosses’’
having quite a dif-
ferent meaning!
Many took advan-
tage of the Jacuzzi
and the Keep Fit
classes, Badminton
and Table Tennis,

but there just wasn't
enough time for
everything. All
agreed that the

special day for the
over fifties — some
much older — was
just what was need-
ed, giving us con-
fidence to undertake
sports under expert
tuition that we had

never undertaken
before. The water
sparkled, laughter

abounded and there
was no criticism of
our shortcomings.
Eagerly we com-
pleted the question-
naires asking for
more such days; in
the meantime there
are Sunset Clubs on
Mondaysand Fridays
at a modest cost of
§1.10 for mornings
andonly §1.50 forall
day, and at a special
afternoon exercise
classes on Tuesday
and Thursday at
2.15pm all activities
are available, a
marvellous way of
putting the clock
back.

E.M.F.

2pm.
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Some time ago,
having occasion to
change a hospital ap-
pointment by phone,
I had aslight alterca-
tion with the recep-
tionist who insisted I
give her the name of
my specialist. Now,
for reasons it would
take too long to ex-
plain, this wasn't a
simple question as |
pointed out; she then
insisted thatIlook on
my appointments
card for the special-
ist’sname.I told her
there wasn't one;
eventually however
she made an appoint-
ment for me. A few
days later I showed
her my ‘card’, poin-
ting out that there
was no doctor’s
name onit. However
she wasn’t beaten
and, after some
thought, said trium-
phantly: ““Well, all
your appointments
are on a Thursday
and everyone knows
Thursdays ar Mr So-
and-so'sday’’. Welll
didn’t!

I was reminded of
this recently when
attending a meeting
organised by the
local Leisure Com-

KATY IN CAVERSHAM

mittee to discuss the
future of the
Westfield Road
recreation field. It
was pure luck we got
there at all since the
notice simply said it
would be held *‘in
Caversham Court’'.
With only three of us
foregathered in
Caversham Court at
the appointed time,
we began to think
the meeting had
been cancelled and it
was quite by chance
that somebody who
obviously knew the
ropes turned up and
headed for the
building in the cor-
ner, which turned
out tobe the back en-
trance to what many
of us still refer to as
the Toc H. This time
I suggested to the
lady in charge that
the notice was con-
fusing, only to be told
that it was obvious
we couldn’t have a
meeting in Caver-
sham Court as it
would be getting
darkinanhourorso.
Well, it hadn’t occur-
red to the three of us.
Why do people treat
us as if we were
mind-readers?

Peace and quiet

By the same token
I nearly missed a
very interesting day
recently when one
notice simply said
the event would take
place at St Anne's
Church; fortunately
I did a double check
before setting out.
Longbeforelfeltany
need for a retreat in
the spiritual sense,
and being at that
time both at home
and at work sur-
rounded by people, I
longed sometimes to
get away for a few
hours and be, as
somebody said, ‘just
myself’.

oo
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This event, called
simply ‘Oasis’,

couldn’t have been
more aptly named. I
for one was extreme-
ly grateful to the
local ‘prayer group’
fororganisingsucha
day, a day when —
except for meal
breaks — we coulddo
exactly as we liked.
Inthe newly renova-
ted parish rooms
there was a room

where one could
pray if one felt likeit,
another for reading
or just simply being
quiet and another
room where small
groups could get
together for discus-
sion. Members of the
organising  group
made themselves
available for any
special needs but on
the whole the em-
phasis was on being
oneself. It was quiet
and peaceful, but
still very friendly
and caring. [ wonder
why groups like this
always seem able to
expressloveinaway
that is often missing
from church con-
gregations with all
their rushing around
giving each other
‘the hand of peace’;
and I'm afraid to say
such ‘caring’ often
dissapears at the
church door.

Anyway, [ con-
gratulate the
organisers of this
‘Oasis’ and hope

there will be more
such events. [should
add, lestanyone gets
the wrong impres-

sion, that nobody
asks what church

ST ANDREW’S PLAYGROUP

St Andrew’s Play-
group celebrated its

twentieth
niverary recently.
The celebrations
took the form of an
open  playgroup
meeting where
parents and visitors
could see the ac-
tivities available for
children and take
part in any-thing
that appealed to
them.

The playgroup
showed a wide
range of things to do
including painting,

an-

glueing and playing
in the Wendy
House, then after a
drink and a biscuit
the children could
go outside and play
on the bikes or in

the sand or the
water.
Some of the

visitors had links
with the history of
the play-group from
the lady who started
having the meetings
in her garden to one
of the first group of
children that met in

the church hall; this
lady arrived with a
baby of her own.
Each playgroup
session has a
qualified playgroup
leader and two
helpers and many of
the helpers from the
past twenty years
came to share in the
celebrations.

The highlight of

the morning was the
twentieth birthday
cake complete with
twenty candles, and
after singing Happy
Birthday

to

Playgroup the
children blew out
the candles with

great gusto.

The morning was
or-ganised by the
play-group commit-

tee, made up of the [,

play-group leader,
all the daily helpers
and some of the
mothers. The
playgroup is situated
in Albert Road and is
open Monday, Tues-
day, Wed-nesday
and Thursday from
9.15am to noon.

From page 1

ween the Lending
Library and the
Reading Room was
demolished and the
whole area devoted to
the Lending depart-
ment, with the news-
papers and magazines
being transferred to
the old Reference
Room, though even
this room had been in-
vaded by lending
Library shelves ten
years later.

The wall between

the Adult and Junior
Librarics was taken
down in 1981, the
counter removed to its
present position, and
the  building re-
arranged much as it is
today, though the
final design was not
completed until the
whole library was fit-
ted with metal shelv-
ing in 1986. We now
have a spacious open-
plan library with
Adult Fiction and
Cassettes displayed in
the original Reading

Room, Adult non-
fiction with news-
papers, magazines and
a small reference col-
lection in the old Len-
ding Library and
Magazine Room, and
an attractive Child-
ren's Library in the
former Reference
Room.

The original ar-
chitectural design of
the building, with
load-bearing pillars
joined by lighter
screen  walls, has

made all these struc-
tural alterations possi-
ble. The Caversham
Free Public Library
has proved to be flex
ible and responsive to
public demand during
the first eighty years
of its history, and Mr
W B Williams, its great
local benefactor and
all the members of the
Voluntry Committee
would be proud could
they see the institu-
tion they created over
80 years ago.

SJ.

you belong to or, in-
deed, whether you
belong to any. I
should, of course,
thank the organisers
forall the work they
put in; lunches like
that, all laid out on
separate traysin case
one felt the need to
‘retire’ and eat in
peace, don’t just ap-
pear without a lot of
effort.

g
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Flower Festivals

I was delighted to
receive a phone call
the other day froma
lady who had seen
my appeal for more
information about
future flower
festivals. Sheisgoing
totry and arrange for
somebody to let us
have details of such
events scheduled to
take place near
enough for Caver-
sham  people to
attend.

As an after-
thought, could I ap-
peal to readers who
have cars to remem-
ber their less for-
tunate neighbours,
particularly  older
people, who would
give a lot to be in-
vited to come along
onsuchanouting. As
anon-driver myself,
['m eternally
grateful to my fami-
ly for seeing I don't
missoutonanything
just because I can't

get there on public
transport.

Ood
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Information please

She didn’t live in
Caversham, the lady
who in her will pro-

vided cash for the
lovely ‘water
feature' in Caver-

sham Court. But she
must have visited it
often and enjoyed it
very much. Recently
I had a call from
somebody asking if |
could give any infor-
mation about the
lady — Doreen Nik-
ker I think the name
was. Alas I couldn’t
help butif somebody
can fillinthe gapsI'd
be very happy to pass
on such information
for Doreen deserves
more than a passing
referenceinaCaver-
sham paper.

O
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Everything you
to know

I recently picked
up a leaflet from my
doctor’s surgery —
and for all I know
other surgeries may
produce the same
thing. [hopeso, forit
gives you everything
you need to know
about the practice,
beginning with times
of appointments,
what to do in an
emergency and so

Page

on, and containing
useful information
about  preventive
medicine and other
services available,
and matters such as
immunisations and
travel advice which
the nursing sisters
candeal with. [teven
includesamay. of the
locality.

Such information
is, perhaps, more im-
portant for those
who don’t regularly
visit their doctors
and could save a lot
of worry.

Residents’
Association
And talking of be-
ing  prepared, I
wonder more people
don’t join the local
Residents’ Associa-
tion; they have a
good membership
but could do with
more, not for the
money (at 50p sub-
scription per house-
hold, nobody gets
rich) but because it
strengthens  the
hands of the organi-
sation. It's a wise in-
vestment and joining
now might preventa
problem when you
wake up to find
‘they’ are proposing
something you ob-
ject to near your
house — you simply
ring a committee
member who will
help you handle it

THE PRINTER

9 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM READING BERKS RG4 7AA

TEL: [0734] 484008

WE PRINT ANYTHING
From Small Business Cards to A3 Posters
on a large range of papers and board

Just 1 colour black to four colour process

Invitations, Leaflets, Brochures, Letterheads,
Compliment Slips, Business Cards, Invoices. Forms
Labels, Price Lists, etc etc

WE ARE ABLE TO OFFER
Typesetting, Artwork, Plastic Comb Binding, Drilling

WE STOCK

A small range of stationery items: pens, sellotape,

envelopes etc etc

We have Two Heidelberg GTOs which will cope with
almost anything you would want printed

PERSONALISED CHRISTMAS CARDS PRINTED

ORDER NOW!
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Holloway's [t

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RGS8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from
complete contents to a

single item.

Transport and storage faci
lities. Free pre-sale inspec-
tion and advice

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance pur-
poses.

We are agents for
ABBEY

The professional alternative to London ~ BULDING SOCIETY

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

MIKE
THOMAS
\ OND Forestry
I'ree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

Margaret Cutts

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

Accountancy, book-keeping and taxation
services for the small business and personal
client

READING 472987

RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

Bigger and

better roads
Reading continues
to change either rapid-
ly, as when roads and
bridges get ripped up
and widened or more
slowly, as housing
either disappears or
appears. Caversham
and Vastern Roads, at
present in upheaval
‘und never the same
from one week to the
| next, will soon be
almost unrecognisable
[to those who knew
them only a year or
two ago. Eventually

L | this very expensive

| road construction is
! meant to speed up the
| flow of traffic, so as
we thread our way
|amongst ice cream
| cones and huge pieces
}of machinery we had
better reserve judge-
| ment until the end
| result emerges.
| It is not only the
| road themselves that
| are changing. Beside
them we have a series
of new developments.
Office blocks on the
south side of the
Caversham Road
| railway bridge give
| way to such things as
the bright primary col-
‘ ours of the Post Office
| sorting buildings, the
| large site awaiting
| development revealed
by the demolition of
buildings which had
| always seemed to be
| part of the permanent
|scene and along
Vastern Road the
somewhat off-putting
multi-storey car park.
On the Vastern Road-
Caversham Road
roundabout itself we
are promised another
| restaurant which
beckons us with
future delights of be-
ing able to eat outside,
where we can watch
the traffic speeding
past or piling up,
depending on the suc-
cess or otherwise of
the new roads, while
| we savour the fume-
filled air as we eat our
| lead-seasoned meal.

Disappearing
| Gardens
J In Caversham itself,
lm:linr change is also

[TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE]

ROBIN JAMES

OPHTHALMIC OPTICIANS
44 Church Street

Caversham

READING 472099

Complete Spectacles from £14.95 to over £200
Latest Fashion Frames and Newest Technology Lenses

likely to occur at any
time with Bugs Bot-
tom (now over a year
with the developers
held at bay) and
Balmore and Spring-
field St Luke all in the
melting pot. Mean-
while slower, more in-
sidious changes, are
occurring.

We have for a long
time been aware of
how parts of large
gardens have been us-
ed to squeeze in extra
houses. This practice
has now extended to
buying up good and
serviceble large or
largish houses, often
quite new, demolish-
ing them and then
putting in their place
either flats or a collec-
tion of one or two
bedroom houses.
Under existing plann-
ing regulations there is
little that local plann-
ing committees can
do, for this is a trend
not confined to Caver-
sham, but as the
custom extends slow-
ly, the whole
character of an area
can change.

Caversham is par-
ticularly susceptible to
this, and already ap-
plications of this
nature have been sub-
mitted. It could mean
the end of the
spaciousness that has
been the characteris-
tic image of many
parts of Caversham
for so long, and at-
tracted many of its
present residents to
come and live here.

Ugly and unwanted

The foregoing is on-
ly one of several
disturbing features of
planning procedures.
For one thing, plann-
ing committees can no
longer take ap-
pearance into account
as a reason for refus-
ing consent. We could
be in for many more
Apex Plazas and such
like monstrosities.
Another cause for
concern is the blurring
of the distinction bet-
ween light industry
and offices. It would
be possible to change a
small workshop,
perhaps tucked away
behind someone's
house, something that
is rather commoner in
West Reading than in
Caversham but not
unknown here, into of-
fices without requiring
planning permission
for change of use.
None of this is going to
improve the ap-
pearance or conve-
nience of our towns.

War in the Woods

It is not actually an
army recruitment
leaflet but a seductive
blonde, wearing
becoming protective
goggles and carrying
what appears to be a
pistol, graces its front

cover, whilst inside,
groups of armed com-
mandos, clad in com-
bat gear, move in on
their target, who in
this instance seems to
be a black man. Sundry
glamour pusses per-
form supportive duties
on the periphery. A
further perusal of the
leaflet reveals that this
somewhat distatesful
exercise is taking place
in Chazey Woods on
the Mapledurham
Estate.

Apart from the fact
that this could be said
tobe glorifying war, or,
rather nearer the
mark, trivialising it
with the suggestion
that it is nothing but a
game from which you
return tired and a bit
muddy, is this a
suitable pursuit to
engage in the tranquil
surroundings of an Ox-
fordshire woodland?
Will it attract types
who have noregard for
the countryside? Will
their be noise, masses
of car parks, drunken
revelry and damage to
the environment? The
organisers say there
are no grounds for fear
on these counts. They
say numbers will be
limited to around thir-
ty, thatacharge of §20
per person will effec-
tively keep out street-
type robbos, that cars
will be parked on
private roads only, no
noise ammunition will
be used, alcohol and
fireworks are not
allowed, all damage
must be made good and
the action will be con-
fined to a fenced off
private part of the
woods through which
no public footpath
runs. It could indeed

have been much
worse. A pheasant
shoot, a traditional

country sport, is both
noisier and bloodier.
It is further claimed
that it is used by large
companies to foster
team spirit and test
qualities of leadership,
and that it is not really
a war game but
something called a
paint ball game. In
point of fact,
whomever the publici-
ty leaflets are sent to,
they usually end up on
the social club
noticeboard, and even
if it is no more than an
innocent paint ball
game, all the pictures
lay emphasis on its be-
ing a war game.
Country estates
must pay their way
and with the reduction
in arable acreage that
has been required and
the directive to diver-
sify, more and more ac-
tivities of this nature
are likely to make their
appearances as estates
try to make up for lost
income. In fact there is
anapplication current-
ly with South Oxford-

shire District Council
to permit a paint ball
game in Great Bottom

Wood between
Highmoor and
Peppard.

Perhaps it is nothing
but an innocent game,
something like cops
and robbers or cow-
boys and injuns. Yet
somehow it is not the
kind of thing one
would want to come
upon in the course of a
walk in a peaceful
Chiltern beechwood.

Disappearing

Noticeboard
As soon as the com-
munity noticeboard at
St Martin's Precinct
disappeared back in
the summer, notices
were pinned to the
trees again. It was
assumed that the

Borough Council were
just giving it an
overhaul, but as time
passedanditdidn’tre-
appear, inquiries
revealed that it was
not the Borough Coun-
cil who was the guilty
party, but St Martin’s
Property Corporation,
a body familiar to
regular readers of this
column for its cavalier
attitude to the local
community. They
claim they are going to
refurbish the Precint
(of which there is no
sign to date) and con-
sidered the
noticeboard to look un-
tidy.This takes some
beating when one con-
siders the state of the
bed round their dead

Turn to page 12 y

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

@ ffMPLy f]’M

Specialists in Silk Flower Arrangements and
Plant Displays for every occasion

Sales - Hire . Maintenance

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

A SIMMONITE

Painter and decorator
interior and exterior
also
General household repairs, brickwork
and plastering undertaken

insured

For free quotation
Phone Reading 722322 or 574546

%
'?F\

6 Prospect St,
Caversham
Reading RG4 8]G

& WE BUY AND SELL
MILITARIA

@
%

'HARRY ELLIS

(Prospect Furnishings)

MEDALS, BADGES, OLD UNIFORMS,
HELMETS, BINOCULARS, COMPASSES etc

Telephone
(0734) 476565
24 Hour Service

——
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QUEEN ELIZABETH ACTUALLY DID SLEEPHERE — 4 TIMES IN FACT!
A Day’s Outing to Loseley Park

A party of fifty of us
left Caversham on a
damp Saturday,
September 24th by
coach  bound for
Loseley Park in Sur-
rey. Our first glimpse
of this gracious old
mansion well bedded
down in its fourteen
hundredacres of roll-
ing parkland, was im-
pressive, but we were
soon whisked away
by tractor trailer toin-
spect the farm area.
Firstly we saw healthy
piglets — some spot-
ted, clustered round
fat contented sows
housed in clean, airy
quarters, then on to
see outdoor aviaries
where frilly toed ban-
tams, peacocks and
little scurrying hens
jostled each other for
grain.

Completely unper-
turbed by so many
spectators were doe-

cyed calves, part of

the famous Loseley
Hersey herd founded
in 1916 by the present
owner's father and

which today is one of

the largestin the U.K.

Sales and Services
Agents for

FLYMO
MOUNTFIELD
HAYTER
ATCO, etc

ooo.t..oo.oo.o.l.Q....Oo..o

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Loseley  Dairy Pro-
ducts are to be found
in leading  stores,
restaurants and
Health shops in Lon-
don and c¢lsewhere.
On then to see solid
wool-packedsheep, a
few of many varicties
bred here.

3
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0

Back within the
vicinity of the House
we were conducted
along a grassy path
with remains ofanan-
cient moat on one
side, saw a famous
age-oldmulberry tree
and learned of the
organic farming and
vegetable  growing.
Picard’s Farm in the
grounds
stone ground flour
obtainable in the
Tithe Barn where we
had lunch underaged
timbers some  of
which were three
hundred years old.

2

1

Always large stock
of
NEW AND
RECONDITIONED
MACHINES

Free estimates

0000000000000 00000000300080

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES
18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

"“GODSENDS"’

GIVE PRACTICAL HELP

For most jobs around your home, garden,
car at
ECONOMIC RATES

Phone DEREK SHEW 482960
or DEREK WINSLOW 472378

supplies

Bed and Breakfast

GOOD ACCOMMODATION IN CAVERSHAM,
SINGLE AND DOUBLE ROOMS.

T.V. LOUNGE.
SUIT BUSINESS AND PROFESSIONAL.

Phone Reading 475784

After  lunch  we
were taken on a con-
ducted tour of the

Housce where, despite
priceless treasures of
historic interest,  a
homely atmosphere is
maintained, original
carpets and furniture
still being used by Mr
James More
Molyneux, his wife,
theirsonand his fami-
ly of four. Underalof-
ty ceiling in the Great
Hall hangs a protrait of
the boy King Edward

VI wearing the Great
Collar of Henry VIII,
full length portraits of
King James I and his
Queen and an enor-
mous painting of Sir
More Molyneux, his
wife Cassandra and
cight of their eleven
children. Unblemish-
ed by the passage of
time is a Grinling
Gibbons carving run-
ning the length of the
Minstrel Gallery and
walnut chairs  with
barley sugar turned
frames of Charles I1's
cra.

0o
0o

The Library withiits
fine array of bOoOKs is
a reminder that Sir
William More was one
of the first English
gentlemen to createa
Library. The well pro-
portioned  drawing
room  boasts a
chimney piece carv-
ed out of a solid
block of chalk and a
unique sixteenth cen-
tury cabinet in pine is
inlaid with various
woods and depicts a
fallen city.

Impressive  religi-
ous paintings line the
walls of the main
staircase  and  com-
prisec a pilgrimage
beginning withatrip-
tychof the Nativity by

Henri met de Blesand

astriking picture of St
Francis, all of which
lead to a quict room
reserved for praverat
the top of the stairs
Viewing solid four
poster beds in two
bedrooms we were
told  that  Queen
Elizabeth  preferred
the smaller one; the
larger was occupied
later by James I carn-
ing it the title, The
King's Room. Fine

Oudenard tapestries
dating back to 1650

line the walls and a
well preserved bed-
cover dates back to
the time of William
and Mary.

(o] il
L

The presentowner,
James More-
Molyneux inherited
Loseley in 19406 and
with his wife took on
the enormous task of
paving off death
dutics and accepting
the challenge to keep
the property in the
family and make
Loseley self-
supporting. The fami-
Iy history dates back
to Henry VII's reign
when Sir Christopher
More was Exchequer
official and  then
became King's
Remembrancer  to
Henry  VIII.  He
bought Loscley
Manorin 1508 and his
son, Sir William More
began building the
present  house  in
1549. He it was who
ensured his
Sovereign's comfort
by ordering straw to
bestrewnon the drive
to avoid jolting the
Roval personage
just one of the
fascinating details to
be learned onavisit to
this historic mansion

on a day out
thoroughly e¢njoyed
by all who
participated

E.M.F
og
0o

Fi Radford hasadd
ed the following post
script to Edna Fitz-
Eustace’s article

About two years
ago James set up the
Loseley  Christian

D. Bennet
The House makes a lovely background for some of the party. |

Trustthe objective of |
which is to bring the |
healing power of ksu\‘
to the sick and in par-

ticular those suffering
from cancer. From
materials, many of
which were already to
be found around the
house, he created a
Pilgrimage of Chris-
tian Pictures up the
mainstaircase leading
to a simple chapel

These pictures depict
the maineventsin the|
life of Christ but they
finish in 1987 with
pictures and
testimonials to show
that Christisaliveand
healing his people to-|
day. The dramatic tur-
ning point in the
Pilgrimage is a large|
md\mkmgpom litof|
the  Living (hn\p
painted reluctantly by |
the Jewish artist Ber-
the Hess in 1974
following a vision. It|
was in the  small

chapel where healing
services are regularly

performed that we

concluded our visit to |
Losely with prayers
and we are continuing
to pray and to praisc |
God for James More
Molyneux and the
work of the Loseley
Christian Trust.

NB. For enquiries
about the Loseley

Christian Trust phone
(0483) 571881 Ext !
127
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JENNINGS BROS

FAMILY

= BUTCHERS |

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT

e

—
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—
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AW

TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS
| e B i ey
l I
1 10% DISCOUNT '
iGiven off current retaili
|\ prices on purchases :2
I OVER £25 :
Branches at:
ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939 7
CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087 2
CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM 7
Tel: Reading 471528/475172 ;

- AbbeycCrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lF())vely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

NICHOLAS

% CHARTERED SURVEYORS
1 13

for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK
including
VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,
etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

95143/
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FAREWELL PETER MULLINS!

About Ilpm, Peter
Mullins  staggered to
his car. laden with
gifts, after farewell
ceremonies at o St

Peter's. A sophistica

ted shde-projector, a

cheque from the
parish a  framed
original  cartoon ot
himselt (artist: Doug
Smith) from his many
voung friends who

also helped provide a
complete Peter Rabbit

hreakfast set, a model
Citroen 20V, books, a
padr ol designer jeans

with clashing tie for
his Dublin coffee-bar
life n 1989 from
clergy colleagues with
a bit of help from St
Peter’s choirmaster,
plus gifts from many
others all expressed
Peter’s popularity and
our gratitude for his
four years’ loving
ministry here

\bout 250 attended
Sung Eucharist before
the  presentations
Peter provided and
preached the Kind of
model  sermon  of
pointed clarity which
as Ken Benett's vote
of thanks stressed, is
one of Peter’'s many
vital gifts to a muddl
cd Cof ECA feature of
the service was strong
participation from all

Not to be left out
Peter

John Stratford,
presentation to Peter.
six Anglican churches
in the parish. “One of
the best parish occa-
sions I've been to' said
one of our fourteen
churchwardens. The
cvening reflected this
breadth of Peter’s
ministry and the
whole parish’s
gratitude, though he
will be most sorely
missed at St Peter's
and St Margaret's.
As glasses were rais-
cod in a toast to Peter,
tears were seen in the
eves of many. A
delightful touch came
when Peter's father,
standing with his
family Caver

by

E.S. Archer

District Warden, making a

sham’s favourite son,
drank to the health of
Caversham, which for
four years Peter made
HIS family and which
has taken to heart this
fine young priest.
Leaning on a broom
in a deserted St
Peter’s near midnight,
surveying the mess of
wrapping paper and
ribbons, the Rector
felt specially poignant
at a  Mullins-less
future. *Well done,
Peter, good and
faithful servant’, he
murmered as he
shuffled home to re-
adjust on the loss of
his dearest colleague.

D. Bennett

Cherubim children making their own farwells to

Economics anc

ence and (:()111]

HEMDEAN HOUSE
CAVERSHAM

(FOUNDED 1859)

Girls 4'2-16 years Boys 42-8 years

Senior girls study for the GCSE in the Humanities,
Modern Languages and Latin, Mathematics, Sci-
uter Studies, Creative Arts, Home
the Pitman Examinations in Office

Slll({ics

The Junior department provides a sound general
grounding in all basic subjects. Specialist teaching

LICENSING OF NEW PRIEST

St Andrew's Church
was practically
bursting at the seams

on 19th September as 48

nearly three hundred
people piled in to take

part i a most joyous g

and welcoming  ser
vice to license the new
priest, Bill Carpenter.
In addition
members  of St
drew’s, and those
from other parts of
the parish, there was
a large contingent
from Bill's former
parish as well as
clergy and lay readers,
including those from
other denominations.

The Eucharist was
presided over by the
Bishop of Reading
who spoke movingly
about the serving
priest. The choir and
organist, lan May and
Assistant  organist,
Philip Aspden, per-
formed magnificently.
The music for the
responsorial  psalm
was composed by lan
May and the antham,

SCF QUIZ AID III
RESULTS

Just over S600 after
prizes was raised for SCF
by this year's Quiz Aid
compiled and organised
by Linsday Mullaney of
Caversham Bookshop

The prizewinners are
as follows:

Ist prize: 8§15 Book
Token to Mrs Helen Ex
ley of Reading with a
score of 96'%.

Joint 2nd prize: §10 Book
Tokens cach to Miss M.
P. Jones of Bedford,
score 95; Mrs J Low of
Reading, score 95.

Two random conso-
lation prizes go to Mrs E
South of Caversham and
Mrs Y McLennan of
Eastbourne who will
receive a 82 Book Token
cach.

Copies of the answers
are available from Caver-
sham Bookshop.

CORRECTION
In the Obituary of Reg
| Brind in last moth's
issue, the first section
was written by Wilf
| Woolley (to whom
thanks and apologies
for omitting his
name).

ST JOHN’S

1]"nrm<-r members of
[the 22nd Reading
|Scouts had a reunion
i“” Sunday afternoon
September 22nd at St
‘,Inhn'.\ Church as part
|

An-

of the Church’s
|Centenary celebra-
[tions.

‘ Over fifty former
Imembers  of  the
Group, some with
their families were

AT ST ANDRE

i

fid

Lo B

Ave Verum by Mozart, ¢
was sung with great 1
feeling by the choir.

The whole pro-1
ceedings were round- |

W’S

*d off by a wonderful
eception in the Hall

which everybody en-

oyed and seemed
oath to leave, and at

Walton Adams
Left to right: Mrs Jenny Jellyman, K. Bennett, the Bishop of Reading,
the Rector, the Revd Bill Carpenter, the Bishop's Chaplain, A. Martyn-
Johns, Mrs M. Sidwell

which the Carpenter
family was warmly
welcomed by the Rec-
tor, Richard Kings-
bury.

METHODIST CHAIRMAN

A new Chairman has
been appointed for
the local Methodist
District. He is the Rev
Nigel T. Collinson, at
present the Superin-
tendent of the Oxford
Circuit, where he is
Minister of Wesley
Memorial Church in
the city centre and
senior Chaplain to
Methodist students in
the University.

ad
od

sham's

of the functions per-
formed in an episcopal
church by a Bishop. In
Methodism (as in most
Free Churches) many
of other such func-
tions are performed
by the local Ministers
themselves.

aa
oo

The Reading and

Silchester Circuit, of

both Caver-
Methodist

which

Churches are part, is

He succeeds the Rev
Laurence Ashman
who died suddenly
just before Christmas.
Mr  Ashman had
visited Caversham on
a number of occa-
sions. He was to have
signed the covenant

document on behalf of |

the Methodist Church'
at  Caversham Park
Church in January.,
After his death this
had to be done by'
local Ministers in-
stead.  Work had,
already began to
designate his suc-
cessor for September,
1989, but the appoint

ment has now been'
brought forward ai
year,

(]
0o

the northern outpost
of the Southampton
District. It is there
that Mr Collinson, his
wife and two
daughters will live.
In 1986 the Epworth
Press published two
paperbacks by the

new Chairman. One is
called ‘'The Opening
Door’. It is about the
christian experience
of those for whom
God does not come
like a bolt from the
blue. It is about the
gradual awareness of
God in  ordinary
things.

The other is called
‘Facing Illness™ and is
edited jointly by Dr
David Matthews, a
medical don at Oxford
and a member of the
Wesley Memorial con-
gregation. Is is the
result of meetings
which they organised
over a year with those
engaged in medicine
who wanted to think
about this as a Chris-
tian issue.

GARMENTS

N.G. KENT & SONS
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
53 CHURCH STREET |__vrsa
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378
ALTERATIONS
(Ladies & Gents)
"GENTS READY TO WEAR

‘GENTS SUITS MADE TO ORDER

present at a short Ser-
vice  which —was  pe Distriet is the

lnllvuv\\'l'(l by tea. A nearest  thing  to |
retiring "‘_’”‘""“l’” M Methodism to what in |
aid of Scoul some other denomina-

Fellowship  Holiday (jonsis a Diocese. The

IHomes providing

: hal Chairman  of  the !
caravans and chalets pigiriet is a full time o
for handicapped peo- appointment and he

Rl ST . |
ple raised §21.70. orshe performs many |

I

is given in French, Computer Studies and Science,
PE, Art and Music

‘TIES. HUNDREDS TO SELECT
FROM
‘TROUSERS SHORTENED
WHILE YOU WAIT
*INVISIBLE REPAIR
SERVICE
“MENS DRESS HIRE
"QUOTATIONS & ADVICE
FREE

Provision is made for boys™ entry to Preparatory
Schools

Prospectus Available

Phone RL‘:I(“H}.‘, 472590

Headmistress

Mrs M.K.RALPH
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FAREWELL TO PETER

The congregation of St
Margaret's recently
showed their ap-

preciation for the four

Peter
spent

years that
Mullins has
among them.

First on the evening
of August 30th when
Edna and Alf Martyn-
Johns' house was the
setting for an outsize
family party, the fami-
ly of St Margaret’s
gathered together to
wish Peter every hap-
piness as he leaves for
an eight months’
course in Dublin and
to thank him most
sincerely for all his
pastoral care of the
last four years. Almost
all the congregation
turned up for this very

special occasion and
the farm house was
filled with laughter
and chatter. Our
thanks to Edna and
Alf for making such a

happy evening
possible.
Then on Sunday,

September 4th at the
Children's  Family
Eucharist the church
was packed for
Peter's memorable
farewell service. The
theme was taken from
Pilgrim’s Progress
(John Bunyan died
three hundred years
ago this year).

The congregation
will remember with
gratitude the years
they have journeyed

together with Peter at

Peter and some members of St Margaret’s congregation.

St Margaret's, and
they give thanks for
that church life shared
together. Now comes
the parting of the
ways. Members hope
the attractive oil pain-
ting of their church,
which was presented
to Peter, will remind
him in the days ahead
of the time he spent
with them in
Mapledurham.

The congregation
was delighted to
welcome  Gwyneth
and Mat Matthews at
this service. They
were regular worship-
pers at St Margaret’s
until they left
Mapledurham twelve
years ago. It was good
to have them there
once again.

ST MARGARET'S ST ANDREW’S

HARVEST
SUPPER

HARVEST SUPPER

Sadly there were only
about fifty people at the
Harvest Home rejoicing
this year. Usually there
are quite a few more, but
it was a wonderful
Harvest Supper all the
same. Mike Dunn must

have spent ages on
Saturday morning
_ decorating the parish

hall with Alf's corn on
the cob and balloons for

' he made it look most at-

tractive and Liz Nealon
arranged delightful table

posies.  Atter a truly
splendid meal the party

enjoyed a beetle drive

which caused a lot of
merriment and may
have increased some

people’s blood pressure!
Then local talent ook
over for a short perfor-
mance. A few harvest
hymns and Mike Dunn’s
lesson from Genesis
Chapters 1-3 (Geordie
style) ended an extreme-
ly happy evening

ST ANDREW’S
GARDEN
OF REST

The Church, the
Garden and the Hall
have now become
one, and belong to one
another.

Recent visitors to St
Andrew’s Hall cannot
help but notice, now
that the air-raid
shelter has been
swept away, that the
light has been let in,
and the most beautiful
view of the church
has been revealed.
Everything is now in
its proper place, the
church, the Garden
and the Hall have

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
PLANTS OUT

The Caversham Hill
Chapel congregation is
bursting at the seams!
With some two hun-
dred regularly atten-
ding and steadily in-
creasing, it has
become very obvious
that something must
be done as the existing
facilities at the Chapel
have virtually reached
their limit of coping
despite the construc-
tion of a new worship
hall and additional
meeting rooms.

A Planting

Out

operation now had to

be seriously con-
sidered, and over a
period of  some

eighteeen months the
church as a whole
began preparing for
the creation of a new
congregation having
sought God’s direction
on this matter.
Division ‘D’ Day was
set for Sunday 16th
October and the new
group, called Caver-
sham Heights Chris-
tian Fellowship, will
begin meeting at the

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

75 WHITLEY STREET,
READING, BERKS.
Tel Reading (0734) 751600

RETAIL DELIVERIES DAILY

10% OFF
HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND DELIVERED

HEAD OFFICE:
1 BRIAR CLOSE, CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 7QH
Phone 474024

24195

Mapledurham Playing
Fields Pavilion at
10.45pm each Sunday
morning.

The core of this new
group is the existing
sixty or so adults and
children who are cur-
rently attending the
Caversham Hill
Chapel and who live
in the Heights area.
Caversham Heights
Christian  Fellowship
will be organised
under the auspice of

the existing Caver-
sham Hill Chapel
Eldership and the
principal preaching
will be by the Pastor,
Chris Justice, and his
assistant  recently
commissioned Mike
Holmes.

A warm welcome
awaits anyone who
wishes to join this new

group of Christians in project

praise and worship of
the living God.

GOSBROOK ROAD
‘ REVIEW

Autumn days draw
near and Harvest
time is upon us once
again. At Caver-
sham  Methodist
Church the Harvest
Festival was
celebrated, and dur-
ing the morning ser-
vice two new pro-
jects got underway.
Mrs Anne Tanner (of
The Sunday Club)
led the children's
address with a giant
‘word-search’ based
on the hymn “We
plough the fields
and scatter.” The
children had to find
the words on their
individual puzzles
and then mark them
joff on the board at

the front of the
church. Also during
the service The Sun-
shine Girls Singing
Group took part in
the service by sing-
ing ‘One more step
along the world".
They were joined by
other girls from the
congregation.  And
so the launch of the
two projects had
begun. The Sunday
Club (where more
word-searches and
puzzles, along with
friendship and fun
can be found) is for
all  children and
meets at lla.m. to

Turn to page 8
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belong to one another.

Thanks to Brian
Williams and  his
helpers are due for
demolishing the air-
raid shelter with the
minimum of inconve-
nience, as also are
thanks to all the
donors to the ‘Garden
of Rest’ Fund, and for
their letters of sup-
port, love and
gratitude for what is
being done to the
Garden. Over §1,500
has been contributed
by those with an emo-
tional attachment to
the Garden, a wonder-
ful p,\‘pr(‘ssmn 01 Liuc
love.

The District Com-
mittee is grateful to
the members of St An-
drew's whose
work and
ment in the Fete on
25th June resulted in
the raising of 82,000,
and to the friends who
supported it and made
it such a success

The collaboration
which has marked this
has  knit

hard |
involve- |

St Andrew's met again
just five days after the
great gathering for the
licensing of the Revd
Bill  Carpenter to
welcome him and his
family to their very
happy Harvest Supper

on September  24th
One  hundred and
twenty people sat

down for a splendid
supper organised by
Mrs Molly Sidwell and
a band of helpers
After cold meat, bak
ed potatoes and a
variety of salads, a
bewildering choice of
puddings, cheese and
biscuits and coffee ac
companied by wine or
soft drinks, the party

settled down to be
entertained and
amused

The  choir  and

together the whole of
St Andrew’'s and
members of the other
churches in Caver
sham in their common
effort to make the
Garden a place wor
thy of the loved ones
whose ashes are inter-
red there. The agree-
ment of the Diocesan
Advisory Committee

church school playve

a large part in the con
cert which was ably
compered by Joht

Gazzard. An

song by the twao “Jos

amusing

Hodson and Jordan
accompanied by Philip
Aspden was encored
The choir were again

in evidence giving an
account of their holi

day in the Lake
District and the
church school
teachers gave the

school a "Commercial
3reak’ to the tune of
Widdecombe  Fair

Musical 1items follow

ed with duets by
Philip and James
Aspden rounded off a
mst successful even
ing with tWoO

monologues

to the completion and
creation of the land
scaping now
awaited. Meantime, a
personal ‘thankyou’ to
Richard Kingsbury for

B

his encouragement
support, love and
pravers that have

made it all possible

\'. Smith

Appointments

READING 477013

BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSOCIATION
announce

MR JOHN REED wmssch mecra
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST

10 Bramber Mews
Caversham
Reading

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
just old or unusual? Do you want to be sure you
get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and
sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give heraring. There is no charge and no

obligation.
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J. P. MOTORS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT

* MoT while you wait (by

appointment)

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken
New and used car sales

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

* A A #

" BAPTIS

Sepbember was a busy

[
| activities

| after the
break. This

August

| will be meeting fort-

first Epistle of John.
These studies should
| encourage

basics of our faith and

| lead to the strengthen-
ing of fellowship
together.

The Church Family
outing took place on

The
G range

Registered Residential Care Home
BEAUTIFUL COUNTRY HOUSE
SET IN 10 ACRES BORDERING

THE THAMES YET ONLY A FEW
MINUTES FROM ALL AMENITIES
FEES FROM £180 WEEKLY

Further details and brochure
from Resident Proprietress

Mrs Josephine Buckley

Phone Goring on Thames 872853

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

PRETR:

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

e

J. LUCKETT (Insurance
Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street,
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

Saturday 10th
September, when
1 friends and members
| of the fellowship
visited Woburn Ab-
bey, ancestral home of
| the Dukes of Bedford.
| During this month

members were also
pleased to see on
return  home on

furlough two friends
who are on missionary

service, Sally Ann
Ousley and  Sue
Sanders. Sally Ann

has since returned to
Bangladesh where she

holidays, and church
resumed

autumn
the five housegroups

| nightly to study the

deeper
understanding of the

ROUND THE CHU

T NEWS

/ works for Heed Han-

| time for the dicrafts, part of Tear
| fellowship as people Fund's Overseas
returned from their operations. Thoughts

and prayers go out to
Sally Ann as she seeks
to live and work
amidst the appalling
devastation caused by
the floods.

The fellowship also
welcomed Sue on a
short  visit  from
Monaco at the end of
September, asking
members to remember
the work of
Transworld as it
broadcasts Christian
programmes to vast
areas of the world, in-
cluding remote parts
of China and Russia.

On Saturday 24th
September members
of the church music
group, the ‘Gospel
Singers' went to the
Royal Albert Hall to
take part in the one
thousand voice choir.
On Sunday morning,
25th September, dur-
ing the morning ser-
vice, two young
women from the con-
gregation were baptis-
ed, and we pray for
God’'s blessing on their
new life.

ODM —
RIP

The decision has been
taken. The Oxford
Diocesan Magazine
will cease at the end
of 1988. Caversham
Bridge sends its
condolences to the
ODM, especially to
Jonathan Meyrick, its
hard-working and im-
aginative acting editor,
on the demise of a
publication widely ad-
mired for its profes-
sionalism. The Oxford
Diocesan Synod has
decided that ‘it wants
a newspaper’. We
predict that not many
years will pass before
the ODM emerges
Phoenix-like from its
ashes. We hope so!
Meanwhile we thank
the ODM for years of
stimulating reading as
we brace ourselves, at
least the Anglicans do,
for a fascinatingly tren-
dy C of E tabloid. We
fear the worst and
thank God for the best
over past years!

12 noon each Sun-
day and The Sun-
shine Girls Singing
Group meets on
| Mondays at 3.45pm
to5.15pmand is for 6
to 9 year olds. The
! Sunshine Girls first
louting was The
Caversham Baptist
|Free Church for
[their Harvest Sup-
[per, where they
gave a 15 minute
programme and sang
(for their supper of
| sausages and beans,
apple pie and
custard, all very
much appreciated

(so was the
singing!)

The new house
group ‘The All
Hallows Felloship’
has had two good
meetings based on
‘The Re-Shaping of
Methodist Chapels’,
the next meeting is
| on November lst at
24 Carlton Road.
The Bible Study
Group continues to
| meet every other
Monday and the

| Prayer Group con-

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading

Telephone
Reading
479642

-

Gary Farrell and Carol

tinues to meet every
other Monday and
the Prayer Group
meets on Saturdays

at the Church at
8.15a.m.
Five ladies from

Gosbrook Road have
joined the Circuit
Choir which is cur-

rently rehearsing ‘I
AM' by Helen &
Jeremy Rawson,
and will be perform-
led at Wesley
I Church, Queens

‘ Road in the Spring.

A very happy oc-
casion took place on
Sept. 24th when Mr
| Gary Farrell was
married to Miss
Carol Anderton.
Gary was a Sunday
School scholar and
served in the Boy's
Brigade for many
years going through
from a small boy to
young adult. Carol’'s

Anderton.

Mum & Dad are also
part of the church
family, so it was a
real ‘Family’ affair.
Carol was given
away by her father
Roy, she wore a
beautiful silk dress,
the hem scalloped
with lace, the bodice
and short puffed
sleeves were also
trimmed with a
wide edging of lace.
Carol looked very
beautiful with her
hair crowned with
peach roses and a %
length veil. The
bridesmaids wore
peach dresses and
all had bouquets of
peach and white
flowers. The
bridesmaids were
Mrs Sue O'Brien,
Misses Mandy and
Nicola Farrell. Gary
& Sue will be living
in Swindon.

Walkford,
Dorset, at St Barnabas Church
on 20th August. Like her sister,
Phillipa,

RHES‘ -

older

Hilary
daughter of Dr Owen and Mrs
Daphne Jewiss, was married
by the Revd Peter Mullins to Dr
Larry Forrest, son of Mr Fred
and Mrs Grace Forrest  of

photograph we published last
month, Hilary formerly helped
with the Sunday School at St
Barnabas and was much in-
volved locally with the Girl
Guide Movement. Hilary
teaches  chemistry  at
Wheatley Park School near
Oxford, where they now live
Larry is a laser physicist

Jewiss,

Christchurch,

whose  wedding

Apologies to the various organisations
wanting advertising space for their
fairs etc. As we have had so much
material this month we have not been
able to spare the space. BUT all are
mentioned in the Caversham Diary on
Page 2.

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way

and hire
ESCORT CARPET CLEANER
5 from .

DRY CLEANERS ;

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

Telephone 477713
Use it justlike a \{)ar;uum cleanedr and see the dirt
e eing remove: &‘

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS

Tel. READING 477466

[

ENJOY
A LAKELAND HOLIDAY

We.are a small friendly Guest House situated in an
ideal position for touring the Lakes. Bed and
Breakfast, Evening meal optional. Central Heating.
Children Welcome. A non-smoking residence.
For brochure write to:

_Ashleigh Guest House, 11, College Road,
Windermere LA23 1BU or Telephone 09662 22 92.
"YOUR COMFORT IS OUR CONCERN’

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY

Phone Reading 478175

CAVE
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JDisablcmcnt and
Information

THE need for infor-

ation is not limited
Tn disabled people,
everyone requires in-

uses, telephone
numbers of public

good plumbers, de-
tails on cost and quali-
ty of consumer pro-
ducts, legal advice
etc. People with
cisabilities not only
need all this informa-
tion but also need a
lot of other more
specialised  infor-
mation.

There is no shor-
tage of information
on disability — the
problem lies in fin-
ding it. There are
many sources of in-
formation and DIAL
Berkshire will be able
to provide callers
with the relevant
advice.

Existing advice-
giving organisations
are over stretched
already and are
unable to offer a com-
prehensive advice
service on disable-
ment that a DIAL can
offer. In addition they
are not always able to
maintain a telephone
service and it is often
not possible for a

{:)rmznion — times of

!?

uthorities, names of

1988

disabled person to
call in person at the
office.

What is DIAL?

It is a free, impar-
tial and confidential
service of informa-
tion and, in some
cases, practical help
provided by people
with direct personal
f

experience (¢}
disability. The local
affiliated DIAL

operates to standards
laid down by DIAL
UK with trained com-
petent operators.
Who can use it?
Anyone with a
query or problem
connected with any
aspect of disability,
for instance:
* disabled
their families
friends and
‘carers’.
* Professionals
doctors, social
workers, architects
etc.
* Students
searchers

people,
and
other

and re-

How is it available?

By telephone or
letter. Both ap-
proaches are dealt
with directly
wherever possible or
appropriate and back-
ed by documentary

6 Prospect St,
Caversham,

Reading RG4 8]G

RE-UPHOLSTERY
FURNITURE REPAIRS &
RESTORATION

HARRY ELLIS

(Prospect Furnishings)

Telephone
(0734) 476565

()
OQ

Tel Reading
723167

SS LA/‘,
(3
[

Q
“aRrm snO

Goring Heath Road, Mapledurham
A delicious selection of home grown fruit
including

COX & RUSSET APPLES

BUY NOW FOR CHRISTMAS

OPEN
WED TO SUN
10am-5pm

i OF CAVERSHAM

324 Hemdean Road,
Tel;: 479955

SPECIAL RATES FOR
SENIOR CITIZENS ON
_ MONDAY TO THURSDAY

UNISEX SALON

———

information if
require.

you

What information is
available?

Alibrary of relevant
books and magazines
is maintained as well as
a file of leaflets. The
latter are suplemented
by fortnightly updates
from DIAL UK

What kind of
enquiry can be
answered?

Examples of the
kind of questions
which ~ commonly
arise usually fall into
the following
categories:
*“Income
benefits
* Helpful equipment
and appliances

Leisure  activities
and holidays
* Access and mobility
* Welfare rights
* Housing, accom-
modation and care
* Education and em-
ployment
* Rehabilitation and
training
* Voluntary organisa-
tions and their work
* Local welfare ser-
vices
* Legislation, reports
and other literature
* Personal relation-
ships

and

THE RED CROSS SPIRIT IN ACTION — |
‘Caring for the Elderly"’

AS is so well known to so
many people — whenever
there is a major national or in-
ternational disaster, the RED
CROSS along with other
leading volunteer organisa-
tions swings quickly into ac-
tion in support of the Statutory
Emergency Services

This was evident relative to
the tragedies at Hungerford —
Zeebrugge — and at this very
moment in response to flood
disaster in the Sudan

However, each day —
possibly in thousands of
homes throughout Britain —
there are personal tragedies
and family disasters

In so many instances, these
are more frequent amongst
the old, frail, sick and lonely

If they happen to be left all
alone — they need help in
coping.

If they have close family,
then they also will need help
and guidance. Mainly in car-
ing and suporting their loved
one, sometimes for a very
long period — perhaps for
many years

Or, it might be that they
have to care for a loved one
who has been diagnosed as
terminally ill — and needs help
in coming to terms with the
reality of it

Or, perhaps, after a life-time
of sharing, one of the partners
passes on, leaving the other to
cope alone. Not easy — asin
most cases their lives had
been so interwoven — they
were so dependent upon each
other

DIAL BERKSHIRE R |

* Information about
specific impairments
Some questions may
fall outside the com-
petence of DIAL to
answer and in such
cases an appropriate
referral can be
arranged.

DIAL organisation
The first DIAL was
set up early in 1977
while the National
Association of DIAL
UK was formed in
1981 and is based in
Derby. Their function
is to work closely with
other national
organisations  con-
cerned with disability,
both voluntary and
statutory; uniting, sup-
porting and represen-
ting the individual
DIAL groups as wellas
providing up-to-date
information and
guidance on the
overall standards ex-
pected from a DIAL
branch. There are
over eighty affiliated
groups but each DIAL
remains an
autonomous local
self-help group.

DIAL Berkshire

Is now operating at
Reading where the of-
fice is open on

All these kinds of trauma are
well known to the RED CROSS
— S0 we train volunteers to
help in the counselling, the
caring, and the coping

Another important aspect of
caring is our Welfare visiting
Calling in to see the old, frail,
sick and the lonely — either at
their homes or in hospital
Comforting them — identify-

Page 9

John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

DIAL BERKSHIRE

Tuesdays and|
Thursdays from
3.30pmuntil 7.30pm

An answering
machine  records
messages  at - other
times. The telephone
number is: Reading
505900, and the ad-
dress is:

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS

LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

c/o Acorn Centre,
78 Bath Road, Reading
RG3 2BE.

Branches are to be
opened in Slough and ‘
Newbury so that
Berkshire is covered |
by a local telephone |
call.

| Large range of patterns to choose from
You can help! |

We are looking for
people who are in-
terested in:

:

bec ing |

opu)rztnt)(;sm e i RAY GALLAGHER
helping wi s il

hapne et | DOMESTIC

e PLUMBING
providing  office | S ERVICE

help and computer
SXRELISG \ Prompt friendly attention NO job too
| small

Telephone Reading 475599

1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading

For further informa-
tion or offers of help
please contact us at
Reading.

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

SPREAD IN FACT, TO|
WHEREVER ""COPING" and|
"CARING" ARE NEEDED. |

For further information on|
any aspect of RED CROSS ac-f
tivities, just drop us a note, or
give us 3 phone call. We'd
love to hear from you. The
Berkshire Branch is at 48 Lon-
don Road, Reading. Tel
Reading 871208

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

ing any problems, fears or ,
doubts they may have (and
otherwise worrying
themselves about them). Then |
doing whatever we can do to |
resolve the problem and allay |
the fears — ease their worry

And there's more — so
much more — that the RED
CROSS does to help the old, |

frail, sick and lonely Beau-
ty Care Clubs for the
Elderly Hospital Social
Support ‘Diversional Oc-
cupation’ Escort Duties |

Transport Service the
Loaning out of wheelchairs
and other special equipment. |
Training others in Nursing lhe
Elderly, the Frail and the Sick

and in copying with
Bereavement

These are just some of the
aspects of RED CROSS day-
to-day involvement, that we
are proud to provide to those
in need throughout Berkshire

There are no two ways
about it — the RED CROSS
SPIRIT which was born one
hundred and twenty-five years
ago, lives on today. . . BUTIS
SO MUCH STRONGER, AND
SO MUCH MORE WIDELY

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

Incorporating Scotchbrooks and Martin & Pole

Tel 0734 478278
42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading Berkshire RG4 S8AU.
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She Market ﬁmden \
Goring Heall
mg,/e\ PAN BOUB\.N.B

w.p‘gl ObLSH RG&7RH

Supplying Fresh Fruit,
Vegetables and Potatoes
FREE RANGE EGGS @
TRADITIONAL STRINGS OF HOME
GROWN ONIONS ® HOME
COOKING ® CAKES ® QUICHES
& FREEZER MEALS @ JAMS @
MARMALADE PICKLES ®
CELEBRATION CAKES TO ORDER

Tuesday-Saturday 9-lam, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

SUMMERFIELD
REST HOME

Opening shortly this
distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half acre of
beautiful garden. Will provide
our residents with a dignified
and homely environment.

Please contact:
The Matron
4 Kidmore Road,
Caversham Heights, Reading
Phone Reading 0734 472164
0734 723105

Registered with Berks County Council

E.&R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)
257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

164 Upper Woodcote Road,
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7LD
Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

'MASTER CARPENTER

The Reading and
District Gardeners’
Mutual
Improvement
Association

The Reading and
District  Gardeners’
Association 18
celebrating its one hun-
dredth anniversary this
year. The actual date of
the centenary  on
December 6th will be

| commemorated with a

special lecture to be
given by Mrs Roy Lan-
caster, famous for his
appearance on T.V. but
also as an explorer,

| plant-collector and real

enthusiast; members of

| the public will be able

to obtain tickets and
details will be available
at a later date

Celebrations  began
with a memorable mid-
summer cvening
garden party held in
the lovely, well-known
garden of the Presi-
dent, Mrs R.R. Merton
at Burghfield, followed
shortly afterwards, in
July by a weekend
away. Itis the first time
the Association has had
an excursion over a few
days and it was a great
success, hopefully to
be repeated in future
Members went to Nor-
folk, stayed in the
University  of  East
Anglia in Norwich and
packed a lot of visits to
superb private and
public gardens in the
area. In September a
special visit was paid to
the gardens of the
Roval Horticultural
Society at Wisley when
members were met by
one of the staff there to
be told about the work
of the  establishment
before being shown
around

The autumn session
began on October Sth
with a rtlk on the
University of Liver-
pool’s Botanic Garden
at Ness by Dr Hugh
McAlaster, followed on
October 19th by a talk
on “Planning a Small
Garden™ given by Mrs
Mary  Spiller  who
teaches horticulture
and is in charge of the
Waterperry  Gardens
near Oxford

Chazey WI

Mceetings: First Tuesday
in the Month, 8pm
Mapledurham Pavilion

After the summer
break Chazey returned
Lo a busy autumn pro
gramme  with  Mrs
Pauline Bannen giving
an inspiring Flower Ar
ranging Demonstra

She was full of
helpful hints o
all members’

anon
very

improve
own cfforts at floral
displays.

In July a very suc-

cessful Strawberry Sup-
per was held at Patricia
Stringer's house when
L£100 was raised for the
Denman Appeal.

In August members
and partners enjoyed a
very pleasant walk to
Blake's Lock and an ex-
tremely interesting visit
round the museum.
This is well worth a
visit. Afterwards a walk
along the Kennett was
rewarded by refres-
ments on the way.

Members were
reminded of the for-
thcoming visit  to
Courages Brewery,
scrabble and darts
evenings, and the fund
raising Jumble Sale on

ay, 8th October,
at the Collier Centre,
York Road at 2pm.

Congratulations  to
Marion Ball and Liz
Holland for being run-
ners up in the Berkshire
Tennis Cup.

Caversham
Community
Association

Mon-
Arthur

Meeting: Every
day 7.30pm
Legge Centre.
On the 5th
September the visiting
speaker  was - Mrs
Mildred Cookson, the
miller from Maple-
durham Water Mill. Mrs
Cookson commenced
by tracing the evolu-
tion of the various
types of mills used for
grinding the corn in dif
ferent parts of the
country and brought
some interesting
photographic slides to
show the members
Mapledurham Mill was
mentioned in the
Domesday Survey and
flourished through the
centuries. About 1900
the Canadian prairies
produced hard wheat
and this flooded into
England. Mills were
built at the quayside
and  white flour was
produced It was
disaster for many small
mills, some closed
down, other produces
animal  food. Maple
durham had a dressing
machine which made
creamy  white  flour
Animal food was also
produced until 1940
when the water wheel
fell away, although the
roof and machinery
were all right. It was
not until a film com
pany used the mill in
one of their produc

tions in 1976 that the
owner decided to use
the money he received
to restore the mill,
However, he found
that the mill pond’s
foundations had gone
and needed to be
underpinned and had
to use his own money
to complete the res-
toration. It is now
possible to buy, locally,
whole-meal flour,
semolina and bran pro-
duced at the mill by
Mrs Cookson. There
was also some available
for purchase at the end
of the talk. Mrs Maida
Feast, the Chairman,
thanked Mrs Cookson
for an interesting even-
ing. The members were
now aware how the
local mill worked and
all the labour involved
in producing the flour
on the oid mill stones.
As it was the first Mon-
day in the month there
was a Nearly New stall,
supervised by Evelyn
Cook.

The Arts and Crafts
evening on the 12th
September kept the

judges busy. Mrs Joyce
Feeney came to judge
the cookery section,
Stephen  Waite the
photography, Cheryl
Pilgrim the flower ar-
ranging and Dorothy
Maskell the sewing and
knitwear.

First prizewinners
were as follows: -
COOKERY: Bread - Margaret |
Cameron; Sausage Rolls -

Gladys Weal; Decorated
Sponge - Jackie Summers;
Fruit  Scones Betty
Petherbridge.

KNITTING: Adult Garment -
Vicki Scheel; Child's Garment
Joan Henwood; Crochet -

May Plant; Soft toy - Joyce
Roddie

PHOTOGRAPHY: View - May |
Plant; Portrait Margaret
Payne; Humorous - Ivy
Masterman; Animal - Freda
Haines '

FLOWER ARRANGEMENT:
General - Muriel Wait
Jar - Marjorie Absolom; Basket
Margaret  Cameron;
Miniature - Beryl Latcham,

The Joe Rampton
Cup for the best ar-
rangement in a jam-jar
was given to Marjorie
Absolom and the
Muriel Rampton Bowl
was awarded to Beryl
Latcham for her flower
arrangement The |
judges announced the
prize winners giving
the reasons for their
choice

There was a
whistdrive the follow
ing week. This was well
supported and the
player with the highest
points was Gladys Lam-
bourne who won first
prize. vy Masterman
receiving the consola-
tion prize

Harvest Festival was |
celebrated on 26th |
September when
members came bring-
ing their gifts. Revd |
Dennis Weller from the
Baptist Church was in
vited to give the ad-
dress and o join the
members at the Harvest
Supper. The well-loved !
harvest h_\'l“ll\ W L'I'k‘i
sung before and after |
the supper, which the
committee
members

had
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pared. Everyone en-
joyed the sandwiches,
homemade scones, ap-
ple pie and cream, and
appreciated all the
work involved in
readiness for the meal.

Caversham
Heights
TG

Third Thurs-
St An-

Meeting:
day 7.30pm
drew's Hall.
Dolls, what
memories we  have:
long dolls, short dolls,
china dolls, wooden
dolls, dolls with hair,
dolls going bald. Well,
what a subject for the
talk given by Mrs Susan
Rixon at Caversham
Heights Towns-
women's Guild's Sep-
tember mu.tim~ in St
Andrew's Hall in Albert
Road. In ancient Egypt
the Pharaohs had dolls,
and it seems a far cry
from these or the solid
wooden ones belong-
ing to rich children in
England in the 18th
century to the plastic
eccentricities  which
form some of chil-

For

dren’s play things to-
day. There have of
course been likeable,
cuddlesome dolls
around since the end of
the last century, but
surely a very strange
one was the German
boy doll resembling
Kaiser Wilhelm 11,
which was in Mrs Rix-
on's collection.

The theme of the day
spent by members of

guilds and  other
organisations at
Berkshire College of

Agriculture at Burchetts
Green was Papua New
Guinea. Much of the in-
terior of the island is
covered in mist by day,
so lightis a problem as
far as taking
photographs is con-
cerned. Nevertheless
the account given of a
fairly long stay there
and glimpses of village
life provided by Mr R

Rampton, dressed in
native costume, in-
terested cveryone
present.

At social studies later
in the month more was
learnt about the pro-
gress of the Macmillan
Fund for Cancer Relief
and the work done by
the Macmillan nurses.

Turn_ to page 11

that special

occasion

Evening Gowns

and

.Cocktail Wear
! HIRE SERVICE

For appointment.
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

Commercial

Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

& Industrial

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments * Development

* Property Management

George Chilvers

- &Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

and |
pre- |

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A B.\.P.P.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRA
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451

, CAVERSHAM
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As the occurrence of
the illness is far from
negligible, continued
research into causes
and preventive
measures  against its
onset must have the
highest priority.

Rosehill W1

Meetings: First
Wednesday in the
month, 2.15pm in St

Barnabas’ Church Hall.

The first meeting
after the August break
was on the 7th
September when Mrs
Weller welcomed three
visitors and members.
The garden party at Mrs
Dick’s home in August
and the ploughman’s
lunch at Mrs Weller's
were well attended and
enjoyed.

Autumn activities,
scrabble, crafts, rambl-

The speaker was Mr
Gander from the Caver-
sham Fire Brigade. He
told all about training,
hours of duty, and the
c¢normous number of
various jobs they have
to tackle. Members
watched videos of the
frightening  fires the
Brigade tackle, so with
leaflets to read when
they got home they
should be more careful
and better prepared in
future.

The competition for
a poster for the for-
thcoming jumble sale
was won by Mrs Dick,
Mrs Martin second and
Mrs Ellingham third.

The October meet-
ing was held on the Sth
and members met at
Ipm for a Harvest
Lunch. Delicious food
was provided by the
Committee and
members. The after-
noon meeting carried
on as usual; activities
were planned with
scrabble starting this
month.

Mrs Pam Ridley, a
fellow member, then
started her talk
“‘Around the world in
eighty days’. The In-
stitute have heard her
before so they knew it
would be interesting,
and so it was, with her
and her husband
travelling to Singapore

Rock, Cairns. Back to
Sydney en route to
New Zealand, Fiji,
Hawaii, Pearl Harbour,
California, Palm
Springs, and home
from Chicago.

There was a table ex-
hibiting “*Houschold
cquipment of the past”
which wis well
presented with some
articles causing
puzzlement!

Emmer Green
16

Meetings: Second Tues-
day, 7.30pm in St Bar-
nabas Hall.

During August the
Emmer Green Towns-
women's guild enjoyed
a garden party at the

home of Mrs E.
Weaver. The weather
was lovely and

members were able to
eat supper in the col-
ourful summer garden.

The History of Dolls
was the subject of the
guest speaker, Mrs S.
Rixon, at the Guild
September meeting.
Mrs Rixon had brought
along part of her collec-
tion of dolls which
dated back to the
beginning of the cen-
tury. The variety of
dolls was breathtaking

ing and play reading, with Quantas Airlines, and included those
will continue this thence to Perth in made of china, plaster,
month and dates were Australia, Adelaide, papier-miche and even
given, Alice Springs, Ayres little wooden dutch
dolls. Some of the most
beautiful dolls were
made in Germany but
Telephone: during the \\':lirs many
countries tried to im-
Readlng (0734) 478756 prove their own toys
and give them more
| play value. Mrs Rixon
GET gave a brief history of
cach of her dolls and
I described their com-
GAHTEH ElEcTHIcAL | position, age and coun-
ll‘\ of origin which
|quite delighted her
Office & Domestic i
New Installations |
& Maintenance | Caversham
| Ladies
Free estimates ; Club
[ Meetings: Second
116 WOODCOTE ROAD j Thursday 2pm at the
Baptist Centre.
CAVERSHAM’ READING ‘ Mrs Harwood
| welcomed members
and two new members
. |to the September
FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON | meeting which was the
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR | Annual Harvest Home;
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT she thanked everyone
| who had so generously
( i El' S ]}H '([]i_lu: | given vegetables, fruit,
alllemmne DcCinmaia preserves, groceries,
| flowers and many
INTERIORS & DESIGN | other goods which
made this occasion a
52 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks really happy and wor-
READING (0734) 451283 lh\\'hnlp one. After the
WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF _'lul)‘ m;n_u(lc.s “ u‘x- -I‘L”.l(l
IXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS, S OIS I IS IS
CARPETS, TILES ETC. ricd out, Mrs Brenda
Strong stepped in to
| carry out her usual auc-
| tion of the produce;
BARBARA | always she carried out
this service in a very
LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER ;llnmsing nlmnncr. All
the produce was
30 Church Street, Caversham. cleared and raised
Tel. 473564 .L.%.%.()l_’, ll;rc;\ld;‘llhc\l;]g
warmly thanked by Mrs
Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and Harwood and applaud-
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday ed by members who
had enjoyed all the fun-

ny remarks which had
been put in to make the
occasion happy

Tea was then served
by Mrs Houghton, Mrs
Fostick and Mrs Raven,
who were also duly
thanked. Before the
close of the meeting
members were remind-
ed that the October
meeting would be the
Annual Autumn Fayre
and were asked to
bring various gifts for
the stalls. They were
also reminded of the
coach  outing to
Southsea on Thursday
15th September, details
of picking up points etc
being given. The
meeting closed at 4pm
after a very happy
afternoon.

Blagrave
Wi

Meetings: first Tuesday,
2.30pm Mapledurham
Pavilion.

On one of the hottest
afternoons of the sum-
mer:. on - the ™ 6th
September twenty six
members  met  at
Mapledurham Playing
Fields Hall for a talk by
a member of the
Berkshire Fire & Rescue
Service, a “"Hot"’ sub-
ject for a “"Hot'' day.
While we all tend to
take for granted the ser-
vices that are always on
hand when needed, it
was good to see behind
the scenes and hear
what painstaking
preparation goes on to
ensure that we all sleep
casy in our beds. Ap-
parently there is a
waiting list of
youngsters wanting to
enter this service which
still has a glamorous im-
age despite the hard
work and less than
deserved pay structure.

The competition for
a single rose as won by
Mrs Housden, 2nd Mrs
Ford with Mrs Aldiss
and Mrs Hunter joint
third.

Maplewood
Wi

Meetings: Third Tues-
day, 2.15pm Maple-
durham Pavilion

At the September|
meeting of Maple-|
wood, members were |
given an insight into |
the work of the|
Reading Emergency Ac- |
commodation Pmiul’
at The Keep with a talk
by two of its workers. |
REAP runs an gluuu
bed emergency hoSlcl'
offering temporary ac-
commodation for |
single homeless people |
in Reading. It also runs |
a Drop-in facility four |
evenings a week. A col- |
lection of hand made
gloves, socks and hats l
was donated by
members. |

On one of the few
sunny afternoons in
August about twenty ‘
members  enjoyed a
cream tea in the ‘
delightful setting of the ‘

riverside garden of a
member, Mrs Eileen
Byner.

The flower of the

month competition

wias won by Mrs
Winifred Simmonds
with a dark red

begonia

Jubilee Club
Mapledurham

Meetings: 2nd Monday
2.15pm Trench Green)
Hall

Once more a year in
the life of the Jubilee
Club draws to its close
It has been ;mulhcﬂ
happy twelve months
with membership now
around the fifty mark
and monthly meetings'
offering a variety of ac-|
tvities. A trip to the
pantomime at Windsor
launched the Club into
1988. Subjects for talks
have varied widely
from swans to collec-|
ting button hooks and|
Mildred Cookson gave|
members a most in-
teresting afternoon tell-

ing about Mapledur-
ham Mill.
Summer, always

time for going out, saw
the Club at Blenheim |
Palace, Basildon Park
and having a garden|
party at St Margaret's |
House. Each time they
were  blessed \\uh’
glorious weather. The|
most popular trip was a |

CAVERSHAM
CARE CENTRE

Church House, 59 Church Street

OFFICE is open Monday to Friday
9.30—11.30am. T.N. 483466,
where you will find the CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOURS, who
will:

1. Endeavour to give help in a
domestic emergency.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick,
lonely and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential
journeys for the elderly and
handicapped.

4. Give information regarding the
many local charitable and caring
organisations they have on file.
(Emergencies out of office hours —
T.N. 479048 or 476181).

The ““POP-IN"" CENTRE in which to
relax quietly, find someone to talk to,
or obtain help is open:-

Tuesday and Thursday 10am to 12
noon and coffee is available.

Please note — offers of help are
always welcome.

mystery tour with a
cream tea in the nr-‘
chard of a farm house
under the shadow of|
the White Horse at Uff-
ington. What could
have been better on a|
hot summer afternoon
than tea outside in such |
a superb setting? Many |
did not realise what |
glorious countryside |
could be found bet-
ween Lambourne and |
Wantage and thorou-
ghly enjoyed the|
outing. ‘
Soon it will be time
for the Open Afternoon
on Monday, November
l4th at 2.15pm, when a|
small bring and buy is |
held with produce
stalls to raise funds for
the Club. Anyone who
is interested will be
most welcome to come
along — and do have |
tea with the mcmhcr\!;

CAVERSHAM
HEATING &
PLUMBING
SERVICES

For Central Heating, Boiler
Servicing, General Plumbing Work

116A Henley Road, Caversham,
Reading, Berks RG4 0DH
READING 481414
Free Estimates Given
Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

MILWARDS
SHOES

— the name that fits

Branches throughout the Thames Valley

Weddings

Parties

The Entertaining Cooks

Business Lunches

Dinners Buffets

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597

for a price guide
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@AVERSHAM wOOKSHOP

SUNDAY SERVICES

18 PROSPECT STREET & SONLTD
Tetophons Reading 482800 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am Parish Communion

11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
11.15am Matins (2nd 4th and 5th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong

St John's f
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.00am Children’s Service (1st Sunday)

St Andrew’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Evensong

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

Telephone: Reading 473469 or 473003

LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU
A FREE ESTIMATE

J. D.Sansum & Son

St Barnabas’ k
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday only)

St Margaret's, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

TOMALIN & SON

A.F.JONES

PLUMBING, HEATING (N.A.F.D.)
AND GENERAL REPAIRS CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM 10.30am and 6.30pm Funeral MASTER
SPECIALIST CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School) Di MASONS
.00am Family C ion (1st and 3rd Sundays) Irectors ST e
24 Stuart Close, Emmer Green Sy M?)Tr;i%g ?vno\?;ll]x?;zrzlndsar?g4thrSm:lz;1ayas})S Craftsmen in Stone
Reading RG4 8RE Family Service (5th Sunday) 48 New Street BEDFORD RD
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL Henley-on-Thames READING
10.45am Christian Fellowship at Mapledurham Pavilion,
METHODIST DAY AND NIGHT 573537

I STITCHIN’ TIME !

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

N FIXING BY OUR OWN
_':‘2:3:“-.}_ FIXING EXPERTS F@égr\ .
271”?§\ 55 Donkin Hill 4:43,§NLZ?TEE

Caversham R gee
Reading RG4 ooc\

L 0734 478853/479163 v
PET SHOP
Central Heating =
General Repairs CAVERSHAM

Gee Gee Pets

K.C. BARNES ey
4 29 PROSPECT STREET
209 Kidmore Road Reading 472422
Caversham also at
READING MARKET
Te/ephone" on Wednesday, Thursday
Friday and Saturday
481929 or 417512 Local Delivery Service
19074
HEMDEAN | | @&,
HAIR | B¥E
STUDIO ; o

Jolanta and Stephen
invite you to their

GENTLEMENS
& LADIES
HAIR SALON

| COTTAGE HOLIDAYS

in ENGLAND & SCOTLAND
| o
| GITES, FARMHOUSES &
| VILLAS in EUROPE
| LET YOUR HOME to
VISITING EUROPEANS

AT
16 Hemdean Road,
Caversham
RAZOR CUTTING AND
FLAT TOP
SPECIALISTS

Tel. 477340

Travers & Betty Cosgrove
READING 472524

From Page 4

oak tree. Apart latter-
ly from some trouble
with semi commercial
organisations, the
notice board had
always been kept tidy
with  various in-
dividuals and bodies
making themselves
responsible for remov-
ingout of date notices.
Interestingly, it has
never been the object
of obscene graffiti. It
evenattracts people to
visit  the precinct
where they might
spend some money as
they come to put up
their notices or to see
what is going on.

agd
aad

St Martin's  were
obstructive when they
were first approached
about having a notice
board in their
forecourt, and
demanded rent for the
space it would occupy.
It was only when
Caversham Residents’
Association com-
miserated with them
on the dire financial
straits into which they
must have sunk and of-
fered to pay the rent
out of their subscrip-
tion income, that they
relented, declaring
that a good relation-
ship with local people

Residents Viewpoint cont.

was one of the objects
closest to their collec-
tive heart. They have
beenreminded of this,
anditis hoped that the
notice board will re-
appear. It is the best
place in Caversham for
it, and though the
Borough Council is
willing to place it
elsewhere, no other
place has the same ad-
vantages. If anyone
else would like to
write, the address is: St
Martin's Property Cor-
poration, Adelaide
House, London Bridge,
London EC4R 9DT.

Come out to Play

Throughout the sum-
mer, such asit was, the
new children’s play-
ground at  Christ-
church Meadow,
Albert Road and the
Rivermead Centre
have been enjoyed by
large numbers of
children and their
parents. Accompany-
ing a three year old
there during the long
days of summer, I was
impressed by the sheer
imagination and inven-
tiveness of the ap-
paratus, and by its
safety. It would have
beendifficult foreven
this particular three
year old to hurt
himself, and when oc-
casionally he was lost
to sight amongst a
crowd of bigger kids,

there was no need to
worry as there was
nowhere he could
come to harm.

Nevertheless there
have been accidents
though infinitismally
few in relation to the
numbers visiting the
playgrounds. 100%
safety, particularly
where children are
concerned, is virtually
impossible to achieve.
Council  staff are
always careful to
remove or repair
damaged apparatus,
the damage usually be-
ing caused by mindless
hooligans whose

brawn exceeds their JOYSagain.

brain power. The ac-

cidents that have
occurred have been
the kind that could

well happen within the
child's own home.

[EE
[Elel

Demands have been
made fora full time at-
tendant, but even a
full time attendant can
only be in one place at
a time. It would also
immediately put up
the running costs of
the play areasresulting
in the distinct possi-
bility of fewer being
opened and closures of

I l Caversham, Gosbrook Road 20337
. 1 CHURCH ROAD I 11.00am and 6.30pm
Caversham Heights
I CAVE RSHAM I S?Xﬁﬂm Holy Communion (1st Sunday) ARTHUR ¥
i Telephone 478106 I 11.00am and 6.30pm L J.R. McCARDLE
4 ROMAN CATHOLIC
I PATCHWORK CUSHION PANELS I St Annes 9.45am (also Saturdays 5.30pm) N.A.F D STONEMASON
1 = WHY NOT MAKE ONE NOW FOR A | Our Lady of Caversham 8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass e
UNIQUE CHRISTMAS GIFT? i St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass FUNERAL i+ Fine Memorials in
I ONLY £2.50 EACH I Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday) DIRECTORS ' Marble, Stone and
l 7 UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road 11am every Sunday, Granite
I Expert advice always available I 6.30pm (2nd Sunday) Teleph
3 ’ s - ) elephone :
Open 33, Manday-Saturgay SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street, Reading 10.45am. & Restoration and all
L = r b J Caversham Church House — 3rd Sunday Meeting for Worship 7.30pm. Reading 722828 other masonry
House study groups Sept, —-June Tel: 475783 Dissione undertaken
l Mr Elkington

15 Chiltern Bank,
Peppard Common

READING 62362

others. This would

bring great disappoint-
ment to the hundreds
of children who have
gained such enormous
enjoyment from these

SHARE
A

provisions. cAnE
Fortunately the
playgrounds are so
popular that if an acci- Have you a
dent does occur, it is problem ora
immediately noticed  peed you wantto
and the necessary talk to someone
measures taken. My about?
young visitor gave the i
apparatus a pretty i
good testing and found Rlng 4731 89
;1Iolhing wrong with it. Monday to
e just can't wait to i 5
return to this wonder- Friday 7-8pm
ful place and sample its All calls are strictly
confidential

INDIVIDUAL
MATHS QUALITY
TUITION CATERING
Upto G.C.S.E. Buffets
Dinner Parties
By qualified experienced Wedding Receptions
lady Teacher
PlionciResdiny Reading 473889
470762 for details
REPAIRS TO Dressmaker

TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Available for:
Ludies Fashions,
Bridal Wear,

Most makes — Prompt $ie
attention — All work Furmshn'lgs, Toys,
guaranteed Alterations etc.

Acrial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276

KAY
CLIFFE

ANY TIME
3 15004

T T

Reading 483354
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