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Pantomime
Caversham

THERE was a sur- I -l r

prise in store for
visitors to Caver-
sham library on the
morning of Monday,
December 23 — all

the staff had don- were asked to come in the fun. The staff Farewell
ned their “Panto along dressed as hope that such This is an
gear”! A successful their favourite pan- occasions make Oopportunity to

record that Mrs
Mary Kendall left §
the library services
in January 1986. As
branch librarian in
Caversham she has
done much to
improve the facili-
ties and to make

tomime character
and the staff were
not to be outdone!
About fifty children
came along to join

year of children’s
events at the lib-
rary was completed
with a Pantomime
Party. Children

youngsters more
aware of their local
library and feel
that it is an enjoy-
able place to visit.

IT IS, you may think, a
strange partnership.
We are not in it to
make money! I stand
to lose a little money
— thirty pence a day
to be correct, and he
stands to survive. I am
a Christian: he is a
Moslem. Strangest of
all, perhaps, I am an
OAIE and he is nine
years old!

Mohamed Farouk
lives in Zeinhom, a
suburb of Cairo
which, in current jar-
gon, is an area of acute
social deprivation. His
home — and that of
his father and mother,
sisters Jehan and
Mona and brothers Ali
and Omar, is a twelve
foot square room
which contains two

- double beds, a sofa, a
wardrobe, a cupboard
on which is perched
an ancient black and
white television and an

even more ancient gas
stove. Toilet facilities
are primitive and com-
munal, and water
comes from a nearby
standpipe.

To reach the Farouk
home you have to step
gingerly to avoid the
garbage. There is no
municipal refuse col-
lection and families in
this district, with an
income of only £25 a
week, are too poor to
pay for it to be
removed. Better off

eople pay £4 a month
For the dust cart to
call: it is a ramshackle
cart pulled by a
donkey and staffed by
two small orphans,
this being the tra-
ditional way that
orphans eke out an
existence.

Goats, chickens and
even sheep, all aspects
of “income enhance-
ment”’, also impeded

ji career.

! known the services
. that are offered. In

particular she has
encouraged the
children to use

what is available

and indeed Caver-
sham has benefited
from them, as seve-
ral exhibitions put
on by and contri-
buted to by schools
have been of great
interest. These, it is
hoped, will con-
tinue. Meanwhile,
all the best to Mrs
Kendall in her new

MY PARTNER

ANDI

Martyn Allies

our progress and
aroused misgivings as
to what was in store
for us when we
reached Mohamed’s
home. What was in
store was the warmest
of welcomes, apprecia-
tive mirth over our
Berlitz acquired Egyp-
tian phrases, and
Cokes all round!

Mohamed showed
us his school drawing
book.’His likenesses of
mum and dad were
surprisingly similar to
the impressions ' that
Caversham children
have of their mums

and dads! But in the
background were
camefs instead of
Cavaliers and a mos-

ue instead of a
church. Mohamed is a
bright, alert child and
attends school for
seven hours a day, but
his classroom is fifteen
foot square and fifty
children have to find
room to squat on its
floor.

I am a partner to
Mohamed through
Plan International,
known in this country
as Foster Parents Plan,
since it was founded

by John Langdon
Davies, an English
journalist covering the
Spanish Civil War,
atter he had found a
little boy wandering
through burning
streets with a note pin-
ned to him that read
“When Santander falls
I will be shot. Please
look after my son. His
name is Jose.” Today
Plan works to make a
better future for chil-
dren in 21 countries in
the developing world,
and support comes
not only from Britain
but from Australia,
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Belgium, Canada,
Holland, Japan and
the USA.

How you can help

When you partici-
pate in Plan you are
put in direct touch
with a child and his or
her family, but your
contribution is pooled
with those of Foster
Parents of other chil-
dren in the immediate
neighbourhood and
the money used to
improve the living
standards of all by a
project which the
families themselves
agree merits top prior-
ity. It may be [HIC sup-

p]\' ot safte water,
essential repairs to
dwellings or the
school, or training the
parents to enchance
their incomes and so

give their children the
chance of a healthier
lite and a rosier future.
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We visited one site
where the project was
to make the dwellings
a little more sanitary
and comfortable by
repairing and plaster-
ing rough stone walls,
replacing roofs made
of plaited branches by
chipboard, and tiling
earth floors. Those liv-
ing in them showed us
the improvements
with great pride, and
our guide, the wife of
the Director of Plan in
Egypt, pointed out
that by fostering a
child you also foster a
sense of pride i
responsibility in

{'s family
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‘'phone for more
information — 472007
is not a Freefone, but
local calls are very
cheap!
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TALKING POINT

AN EDITOR'S VIEW

REMEMBER TO KEEP HOLY

IF LOGICAL argu-
ment always won
the day then we
would all be mem-
bers of the same
political party and
church. The prob-
lem is that one per-
son’s reasoned way
of thinking never
quite convinces his
neighbour. Perhaps
this is not such a
bad thing. After all
without sectarian-
ism how could we
in Caversham enjoy
our ecumenical
newspaper? There
would be no gaps to
bridge.

The removal of
trading hour
re sitiriijcitaitonis
presents Christians
with a challenge. At
first sight it is con-
trary to the normal
interpretation of
the commandment
to keep the Sabbath
holy by resting from
servile work. It is
also true that all

but the strictest
groups of Christ-
ians have allowed
for the fact that
somebody had to
work on the Sab-
bath; some have
even done the work
themselves. After
all the Bible-quot-
ing Christian could
always turn to the

.words that the Sab-

bath was Made for
Man and not vice
versa. The author of
this article himself
worked with a clear
conscience on Sun-
days in a hospital
and a children’s
home for several
years.

How many Christ-
ians would con-
demn those who
worked in essential
services and indus-
tries? What would
the average Sunday
be like if the medi-
cal services ceased
to operate? What
would our churches

Reading (07
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and chapels be like
if there were no
light and heat, not
forgetting the
family Sunday
lunch? Then, of
course, we have to
consider our Sun-
day entertainment,
sports, DIY, day
tripping. We are all
of us guilty of
relying on some-
body supplying the
essentials of our
day of rest. Not the
least among the
conveniences of
modern life is the
television. Where
would many of us,
especially the old
and lonely, be with-
out TV on a cold,
wet, dark Sunday
evening?

Who will cast the
first stone?

So if we Christ-
ians have tolerated,
even encouraged,
the growth of these
Sunday industries,
how can any
reasonable Christ-
ian object to the
next logical move?
Where is the differ-
ence between a lei-
sure park serving
everything from hot
chocolate to cold
culture in the
grounds of a stately
home and the same
commodities being
offered for sale in
our own high
street?

The final argu-
ment to clinch the
debate must be that
the great majority
of people in the
country are no lon-
ger Christians any-
way. As good demo-
crats Christians
cannot expect to
impose their own
rather outmoded
views of morality
on the majority.

It seems that logi-
cal argument has
led me to only one
possible conclu-
sion. I can not
object to Sunday
Trading. It is hap-
pening anyway. I
use it continually
and I have no right,
as a member of a
minority group, to
force people to
abstain from work
because of my
interpretation of a
two and a half
thousand year old

snii)pet from the
Bible. Some people
might say I cannot
even get the day of
the week right for
the Sabbath
anyway.

He who is not with
me
But we know that
logic is not compul-
sive. Christians are
divided over the
issue and it would
be most uncharit-
able to condemn
those holding dif-
ferent views as
hypocrites.

As with virtually
all life’s problems
it is not a black and
white issue. The
question is not sim-
ply about the rights
and wrongs of work-
ing on Sundays.
Even less is it a
matter of theologi-
cal debate over
one’s interpreta-
tion of Biblical
commands.

The Bible is there
to help us make a
moral judgement
within the condi-
tions and circum-
stances of our life.
The Sabbath is
indeed made for
man and the mean-
ing of the Sabbath
has been inter-

reted very dif-
erently by dif-
ferent generations
of Christians and by
different Christians
in each generation.

I know we are
entering the tricky
realms of moral
theology and the
question of the
immutability of
moral laws. But
let’s cut through the
red tape and get
down to the moral
problem facing us
as shoppers and
workers in Caver-
sham today in the
light of the new bill.

If Christianity
has anything left to
offer the world then
it is the one last and

The newspaper produced by members of the An
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mrs Margaret Baily, Mr Eric Cha, pell, Mr
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. 1?

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr R. Kitcher, 8 Blenheim Road
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr H. Pilgrim, 64 Hi ]
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Miss E.

All contributions for the April issue should be sent to Chi
February 26. All advertising copy should be sent t
Caversham by Friday, February 21.

lasting message of
love. There
remains faith, hope
and love and the

eatest of these is
ove. Love is gentle,
caring and sharing.
As Christians these
are the strengths
we should be
expounding to the
non-Christian
world. Now that we
are to be presented
with a degree of
freedom which can
turn Sunday into a
day such as any
other, no individual
can sit in judge-
ment on his neigh-
bour. No individual
can be his neigh-
bour’s conscience
and categorically
say it is wrong, or
right, for his neigh-
bour to work. Each
individual must
make his or her
own moral judge-
ment and in Christ-
ian charity no other
can praise nor con-
demn him.

Whose image is on
the coin

On the other hand
no employer, if he
is a Christian, can
demand that
another should
work on Sunday. To
do so is to remove
the freedom of
choice of that per-
son to exercise the
right to follow his
conscience.

The Government
Bill unfortunately
protects only those
In existing employ-
ment. It does not
pRIse chlEuNdYe
employers from
insisting on Sunday
working for their
future employees.

There is a self-
evident danger to
the family, already
under attack and
rapidly disintegrat-
ing as a pillar of our
society. It is clear
that married
women who com-
prise a large pro-

el: 47170

ortion of shop
&orkers, will be
called out on Sun-
days with obvious
consequences for
the family Sunday.

By the waters of
Babylon

To those who say
we have no right to
impose our reli-
gious views on
others, as is the
case with compul-
sory Sunday clos-
ing, can we ask for a
reciprocal guaran-
tee? Will we now be
compelled to work
on Sundays, just as
before we were
compelled not to?
Can we be guaran-
teed the basic reli-
gious freedom to
worship on Sun-
days as our consci-
ences bid us? Or
will it become the
case, as I suspect,
that unwillingness
to work on Sundays
may impair promo-
tion or even lead to
dismissal.

We are not now
talking of voluntary
work, we are not

talking of keeping
essential services
running, we are
talking of the
unessential, we are
talking of increased
profits, we are talk-
ing of providing a
convenience, .and
we have survived
without these well
enough to date.

See how these
Christians

Many further
arguments could be
drawn up on both
sides. But bandying
arguments never
convinces -anyone
of anything. The
aim here is rather
to express a hope
that our senti-
ments, beliefs and
convictions
whichever side we
are on, will not
blind us to those of
the opposition. The
important point at
issue’is not whether
Sunday trading is
right or wrong but
whether the free-
dom the new Bill
offers will restrict
the rights of those
who wish not to
work on Sundays.

Save The
Children Fund
Caversham Branch

ANNUAL
VALENTINES
PARTY

Saturday, February 15
7.45pm
St Andrew’s Hall
Finger buffet and entertainment
Tickets available
Caversham Bookshop
£2.75 (including first
glass of wine)

27057

glican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and

:;John Mullaney, Mr Nigel Wright, c/o

, Caversham, RG4 7PE. Tel. 471816,

Caversham, RG4 7RS, Tel. 472660,

ghmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG. Tel, 474017.
tark, 36 Auburn Court, Caversham, Tel. 473045,

urch House by noon on Wednesda!
o Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Roat,

The Editors wish to make it
clear that the views
expressed in this news-
pa'?er do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the
board.

Published by Caversham
Christian News Ltd, Church
Street, Caversham, Read-
ing. Telephone Reading

1703.

a7 ki
Printed by Thames Valley
Newspapers Ltd, Tessa
Road, Reading.
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THE report “Faith
in the City”’ has
aroused an enor-
mous amount of
interest and on
reading it, T don’t
find the interest
one little bit sur-
prising. The result
of two years work
by an 18 member
commission set up
by the Archbishop
of Canterbury to
examine Britain’s
inner city areas,
“Faith in the City”
is one of the most
well reasoned,
thoughtful and car-
ing books I have
read for a long
time.

Neither am I sur-
prised that the gov-
ernment appears to
find its message
distasteful. For the
report tells us —
including “us” who
live along the
affluent M4 corri-
dor — that our

inner cities have
been neglected and
allowed to become
places of desola-
tion. They urgently

need more
resources, both of
money and

imagination, if
there is to be any
hope.

=3l
o

A correspondent
in the ‘“Church
Times” put it like
this — “Faith in the
City” he said, “has
done for us what
Michael Buerk did

for the Ethiopia
famine, it has
alerted us to a real
tragedy.”

A real tragedy.
Millions of British
people are living in
conditions which
are inhuman. Con-
ditions have
deteriorated far
more seriously than
has been generally
realised. In addi-
tion to unemploy-
ment, housing 1s an
acute problem.

Commission
members said they
were ‘“shaken” by
the housing they

witnessed. ‘““The d

JOHN MADELEY

FAITH IN
THE CITY

fabric of our cities
is crumbling” they
report. More than
one house in ten is
unfit to live in. In
some areas as many
as three or four
people are out of
WOr

Repairs and
maintenance
urgently need
doing — and the
unemployed would
be delighted to
have the chance to
do them! There is
something wrong
when the workless
cannot be matched
up with the work
that cries out to be
one.

cism

The Church too
comes in for eriti-
it has
largely failed to
organise itself to
meet the challenge
of inner city areas.
Most of the report’s
recommendations
are addressed to
the church.

(=0 | =
===

Christians are
right to be demand-
ing action to cor-
rect an intolerable
situation. We
should be failin
our Lord if we di
anything other.

RUNNING

INTO

BY THE turn of the
year nearly 4,000
people had entered
the 1986 Dec Read-
ing Half Marathon
and with the usual
rush expected in
January/February
it looks certain that
over 7,000 people
will be running
through the streets
of Reading again
this year. Don’t
forget that the Race
is a little later this
year being on April

1986

6 so there will be
time to squeeze in
an extra two weeks
training.

Many of our regu-
lar visitors to Read-
ing are coming back
for the fourth time
and include several
of our older male
competitors who
are now 72 years
old. It is always
interesting to see
the entries to note
where they come

CAVERSHAM

CARE CENTRE

Church House, 59 Church Street

Office open Monday to Friday
9.30am-11.30am. T.N. 483466.
Please ring, or call personally, if
you need help or information
from the many local charitable
and caring organisations on the
LINK GROUP files, or, if you need
assistance from the CAVERSHAM
BRIDGE GOOD NEIGHBOUR
SCHEME, who will:

1. ‘Give help in a domestic
emergency;

2. Visit and offer help to the sick,
lonely and/or housebound;

3. Provide emergency transport.

(Emergencies out of office
hours — T.N. 479048 or 476181).

The “POP-IN" CENTRE in which
to relax quietly, find someone to
talk to, or obtain help is open:

Tuesday and Thursday 10am to
12 noon and coffee is available.

Please note — offers to help are
also always welcome.

19204

STAN
ELDON’S
COLUMN

from and also the
varied groups from
diverse em
ments. In addition
to the large num-
bers of military
personnel, police-
men, firemen, local
government offic-
ers and British Air-
ways staff there is a
new group this year
and these are Post
Office employees.
Well over thirty are
coming from the
Croydon Post Office
alone and there are
many more from
other Post Offices
around the South of
England. Perhaps it
is the new fit breed
of Postmen that
enabled the Post
Office to reduce the
cost of second class
mail. Perhaps if
they continue to
run and become
even faster then the
first class mail
could also be
reduced!!!

2
X

We have a num-
ber of football play-
ers and managers
running and the
most prominent of
these is Graham
Taylor, the Mana-
ger of Watford
Football Club.
Several directors of
Reading Football
Club will also be
running and who
knows, if Reading
have secured the

loy-

Third Division
Championship by
AErll, then the
whole team may
like to run in
celebration!

O’
X

If you are running
this year it is
important to try
and prepare prop-
erly for the big day
and by now you
should be running
at least four times a
week and covering
up to five miles a
time. It can be hard
to push yourself out
in the bad weather
at this time of the
year but if you do it
will make the task
much lighter on
Race Day and you
will enjoy the Run
very much more.
Training sessions
are continuing at
the Palmer Park
Stadium on Monday
and Wednesday
evenings starting at
6.30pm and a Sea-
son Ticket to cover
a three month
period is £8 or pay-
ment for each ses-
sion is £1. It is
worth taking advan-
tage of these ses-
sions because not
only can you run in
safety under flood-
lights but running
with other people
of mixed abilities
will almost cer-
tainly start you run-
ning faster.

There will be one
more opportunity
to -.have a race
before the Half
Marathon and that
will be a 10K Race
on March 9, 1986 to
celebrate 10 years
off . Radio 210.
Details of this event
will be available
shortly.

A fit and happy
New Year to every-
one and whatever
your age consider
taking just a little
more exercise in
1986.

“Faith in the City”
is subtitled “A Call
for Action by
Church and
Nation”. But what
are we in Caver-
sham and Maple-
durham going to
do?

William Temple,
Archbishop of Can-
terbury in the
1930’s, said that
Christians should
insist that social
evils such as
unemployment, be
put right. Both
church and govern-
ment need to act.
Let us urge action
from both — as far
as the government
is concerned poss-
ibly the best way we
can help our
brothers and sis-
ters in the inner
city areas is to
insist, through our
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political channels,
that action is taken
as a matter of
urgency.

Poverty is the
root cause of the
inner city ‘“prob-
lem” — and Jesus
said he was sent “to
bring good news to
the poor”. Those of
us who are enjoying
comfortable sur-
roundings might
reflect whether we
could do more to
share in that task.

* “Faith in the
City: A Call for
Action by Church
and Nation”. The
report of the
Archbishop of Can-
terbury’s Commis-
sion on Urban
Priority Areas.
£7.50, Church
House Publishing,
London.
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T 3 FAMILY
BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS
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10% DISCOUNT !

| [ -0
1IGiven off current retaily
| prices on purchases

I OVER £25

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Branches at:
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST
Tel: Reading 23738

Pupils benefit from:
1 Tuition in small classes

HEADMISTRESS
MRS M. K. RALPH

SCHOOL

CAVERSHAM

Founded 1859

2 Regular homework and assessment
3 The expectation of responsible behaviour

February 24, 1986

FOR FEES

HEMDEAN HOUSE

GIRLS 4% TO 16 YEARS BOYS 4%2 TO 8 YEARS

The Junior department provides a sound general grounding in all basic subjects
including French and Science. The Senior department prepares girls for public
examinations in a wide range of subjects.

All girls are required to wear school uniforn

The Senior School entrance examination for girls born between September 1, 1974, and August 31,
1975, will take place at the school on Monday, March 3, 1986. Closing date for applications is Fnday,

AND PROSPECTUS

APPLY TO SCHOOL SECRETARY

Tel: READING 472590




Page Four

Portman
Building Society

The Conservationists . . . ‘
people everywhere recognise the need |
to conserve; to save and
sustain the quality of life
- now and for the |
Sfuture. Since 1881,

generations of people
have saved their |

& money and purchased
their homes through ‘

X the Portman |
Building Society.

Your local branch will be pleased to advise you on our
range of attractive savings schemes.

25 King Street,
Reading
Tel. 598733

More than 100 years of conserving a better way of life.

Portman
Building Society ... naturally!

TRY ALLNUTT —vyour
LOCAL KITCHEN SHOP

For: L.a Creuset Cast-lIron Pans, Saba-

tier Solid Forged Knives, Apilco

Oven-To-Table Porcelain, Stainless

Steel Pans plus large range of

gadgets, utensils and chopping
boards.

52 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading 472019

=

Telephone (0734) 476026

R.CHANDLER

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

4 Pembroke Place
Caversham, Reading

Estimates free

25185

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half normal fares.
Tested and registered by Reading Council. Weddings,
Airports, Long journeys a speciality.

Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

18012

THANK goodness for
Christmas! One does
tend to lose touch
with people in this
mobile society, but
the festive season
brings its crop of
cards, often with let-
ters or odd items of
news. For the benefit
of those who remem-
ber them, I have to
regort the following.
John Crowe, one-time
riest in Caversham
ark Village, has
been elected as one of
the five Proctors
representing the 480
clergy of the Lichfield
Diocese at the Gene-
ral Synod of the
Anglican Church; I'm
a bit vague as to what
it entails, but it seems
to take him to Church
House, Westminster,
which he finds
interesting. The
family are still at
Leek and growing
apace. John and Anne
Grimwade, as many
will know, are still
enjoying life at
Stonesfield, Alice
happy with her two-
year course of social
studies at Bedford
College, and David
now living in London
and driving for
various firms. ¢

From the Scott-
Dempsters at
Chieveley comes the
surprising news of the
arrival of Harry, born
August 28, while
friends will be glad to
know that Betty
Shaylor is recovering
well and spent a ve
happy Christmas wit
the family, Bindy
celebrating commun-
ion at the village of
Beech. Lilian Lewis,
who last year was
forced to give up her
home in Church Road
and move to be with
the family at St
Albans, continues to
keep her links with
Caversham; she tells
me they listened to
the broadcast from St
Peter’s Church on
Advent Sunday and
that she very much
enjoys being able to
attend the Abbey.

Now come on —
let’s have more news;
I'm sure many of you
have some and the
‘“Bridge’’ offers a

SHAKLEE

Natural Health

Products

For most of us the world of nutrition

with its host of

vitamins, minerals and food supplements
is a tangled and confusing jungle.

A visit to the health store usually
adds to the confusion.

Thankfully your Shaklee
representative is here to guide you.

For personal service and free advice telephone
Mr R. Darby 470391 or Lynn Bassil 696470
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM
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wonderful opportun-
ity for keeping in
touch.

Highly Involved

Many of you will
have purchased
things from the
BBONT Christmas
“shop’” in Hymor
Photographers; it was
a pity we didn’t know
about it in time to
mention it in the
“Bridge’’; unfortu-
nately not evergbody
visits Prospect Street
in the normal way, but
we'll try to do better
next year. It was there
I met Meryl Beek of
Morecambe Avenue.
Having a moan about
the number of
organisations one
gets involved with,
Meryl, a volunteer
temporary shop assis-
tant there, informed
me that she belonged
to no less than 14 dif-
ferent organisations
to do with conserva-
tion. They included
such unlikely ones as
Friends of Offa’s
Dyke, or something
like that. Indeed, she
tells me she often
gives talks on the sub-
ject. So for the benefit
of secretaries fran-
tically trying to com-
pile programmes for
the coming year, here
is her phone number

7742

Worth knowing

It strikes me that we
seem to have a
plethora of chemists
in Caversham at the
moment; that might
be no bad thing. Since
the latest increase in
prescription charges
and the cut-back in
range of prescribable
drugs last year, we
are going to need our
pharmacists much
more now. A good
pharmacist — and we
are fortunate in that
respect — will be able
to tell you what is in a
certain over-the-
counter medicine and
whether it is safe to
take at the same time
as medicine your doc-
tor may have already
prescribed.

Mrs Way, the new
pharmacist/owner of
Caversham Pharmacy
tells me she is very
keen to promote the
role of the pharmacist
within the health-
care team. The
pharmacist can be
readily consulted
without appointment
and will advise you on
the treatment of
minor ailments such
as coughs and colds.

Some of us remem-
ber the old days when
one could pop into the
chemist with an upset
stomach or a sore
throat. Mostly you
still can, and don’t be
afraid to ask for the

harmacist who will

e only too willing to
help or advise. The
shop assistant,

however helpful, is
not always qualified
but a pharmacist
always is.

Liz Cheyney with her
Cookery Book

Bonnie Aylett

On July 14 Bonnie
was agparently a nor-
mal healthy eight-
year-old; by the next
day she was dead, the
victim of Reye’s Syn-
drome, a life-
threatening illness
about which little is
known but which can
kill young children
very rapidly. Her
story was told on tele-
vision at the end of
October.

You’re wondering
what this has to do
with Caversham.
Well, one of the
people watching that
programme was Liz
Cheyney of Upper
Warren Avenue;
somehow the sad tale
caught her imagina-
tion. She sent off a
donation to the fund
set up by Bonnie’s
mother, Susie, to pro-
vide diagnostic equip-
ment urgently needed
to save the lives of
others, but the story
kept niggling her. To
cut a long story very
short, the beginning
of December saw the
publication of a book
of recipes, many sup-
plied by students at
Bulmershe College
where Liz works, with
a foreword by a con-
sultant physician at
Great Ormond Street
Hospital. The
mterestin%1 thing is
that Liz has never
done anything like
this before; the col-
lection of recipes
groved fairly easy,

ut then came the
problem of printing,
raising funds for it,
ete, and to do it in so
short a time is very
unusual. Her main
object was to publi-
cise the need for
research into this
disease, but with 400
copies of the book
now sold out and a
reprint on the way,
Liz is now hoping to
raise a considerable
sum towards the fund.

It has been a fantas-
tic effort, so how
about giving it a boost
by purchasing a copy
from the London
Street or Friar Street
Branch of Smith’s
Bookshop and by rec-
ommending this Trust
Fund to any group
looking for a cause to

support during the
coming year. It is a
nicely presented lit-
tle gook, with an
attractive cover illus-
trated by Liz's daugh-
ter, Kate, a pupil at
Queen Anne’s School,
and well worth £1.60
of anyone’s money
even if, as the author
says, she can’t vouch
for the originality of

. the recipes but “is

prepared to accept
their genius on trust”.

Oxford success
Jonathan Newham,
a pupil in the Upper
Sixt
School has been

. offered a place to

read History at St
John’s College,
Oxford, starting in the
autumn of 1986. Well
done!

I've just heard that
Neal Hopcraft and
Rachel Bilsby of
AZDEC, the home
decorating shop on St
Martin’s Precinct, are
getting married on

at Highdown,

February 22. Many
geo le will remem-
er Rachel when she
worked in FADS in
Caversham; she
returned here when
the new sh(])\? o;l)ened.
She and Neal, the
manager of the new
shop, met when they
were both working in
the Butts Centre,
Rachel in FADS and
Neal at the organ
shop nearby — a nice
touch that the shop
AZDEC took over
here was originally
Keyboard House, sell-
ugg organs, pianos,
etc.

They are being mar-
ried at Tilehurst,
where they now live,
but they have very
close Caversham con-
nections, Neal having
been brought here at
a very early age and
Rachel born in
Oxford Street.

Our best wishes to
this very friendly cou-
Ele for a long and

appy married life.

STITCHIN" TIME

1 Church Road
Caversham
Telephone 478106
New autumn and winter range of fabrics
now in stock
Beautiful liberty of London Varuna wool
prints, wool challis from Soieries
Nouveautes and range of fabrics from
Viyella. Patterns and haberdashery
available.
Open 9-5 Monday-Saturday

‘ CAVERSHA
T[1]LE[S BVt

OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £6.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS

FREE DELIVERIES
JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm

READING

W.N. &E.

Building Contractors

ALTERATIONS, EXTENSIONS
AND DECORATIONS

EMMER GREEN,

TEL: 471595

FISHER LTD

Appointments:

READING 477013

BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSN ANNOUNCE>
MR JOHN REED wmssch macHa
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST

10 Bramber Mews
Caversham
Reading

12182
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WILLIAM MARTIN
WAS A NUISANCE

FOR A long time |
had been meaning
to read the old
Quarter Session
Rolls for Oxford-
shire at the
Records Office
and this Autumn |
made an effort to
look at all six hun-
dred and fifty or
so pages in a large
volume dated
1783 to 1830. |
thought perhaps |
might find some-
thing that would
be worth writing
up in the Caver-
sham Bridge. |
hoped so, and my
hopes were
rewarded.

Almost the first
entry for the
county dealt with
a Caversham case
in which John
Stevens, yeoman,
and Thomas
Stevens, farmer,
both of Caver-
sham were each
fined twenty
pounds for
assaulting William
Martin, also of the
same place. This
rather surprised
me as | thought
the Stevens were
a highly respect-
able local family.
But then so was
Thomas Benwell,
a church warden

Hardwick Estate,

H. F. GODFREY

The Market Garden
Goring Heath
Phone Checkendon 681541
FAMILY BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 1912

Supplying Fresh Fruit,
Vegetables & Potatoes

OUR EXPANDED RANGE NOW FEATURES:
Traditional strings of home grown onions
Local Free Range Eggs, Dairy Produce from
ome Baked Cakes and Bread,
Stone Ground Wholemeal Flour, Honey, Home
Made Jam, Marmalade and Pickles
AND MOST RECENTLY A SELECTION
OF WHOLEFOODS
Tuesday to Saturday, 9-lam, 2-5pm;
Sunday, 9.30am-Noon

N. G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

A CHURCH HOUSE
} 59 CHURCH STREET ~ "vma
= CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378
* TROUSERS SHORTENED

WHILE YOU WAIT
* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE
* MEN'S DRESS HIRE
* QUOTATIONS & ADVICE FREE
8

19006

10X

CURTAINS
FITTED CARPETS

John Kitcher & Son Lid

PELMETS
LOOSE COVERS

Carpets cleaned on site

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM

at St Peter’s, farm-
ing Deans farm
(then known as
Lower Caversham
Farm) and a true
Caversham
worthy; yet he,
too, was fined
twenty pounds for
assaulting Joseph
Duffin of Shiplake
in 1788. Perhaps
an entry three
years earlier pro-
vided the answer.
Thomas Stevens,
Wheelwright and
farmer had two
sucking pigs
stolen by Moses
Hutton of Read-
ing. Could it be
that local farmers
took the law into
their own hands
when they dis-
covered people up
to no good on
their property?

In 1788 William
Martin was men-
tioned again, only
this time it was he
who was fined for
assaulting one
Samuel Edney. It

.

seemed that
assault was
almost entirely the
only crime

brought before
the Quarter Ses-
sions, for in 1788
James Bye was
fined for violent
attack and again
there was another
case of it in 1793,
while in 1791 John
Lloyd of Caver-
sham was set
upon by a group
of Reading men.
Then once again,
in 1793, Wiﬁiam

Martin appeared.

on the scene. This
time | learned a
little more about
him. He was a
Caversham -Baker
and had been
seen by Sarah
Benwell assault-
ing two farm
labourers
perhaps on the
family farm? Wil-
liam appeared to
be rather a belli-
cose character.

Pigs in the
barley and
sheep in the
clover

Two years later
he was in trouble
of a different kind.
It appeared that
Rachel Bether-
idge, the hay-

ward’s wife, had
impounded eight
pigs and a sow
belonging to the
baker because
they had got into
the Common Field
and damaged bar-
ley belonging to
James Fuller. Now
this was very anti-
social and any ani-
mals straying and
causing havoc
were auto-
matically locked
up in the village
pound — usually a
small stable-like
building, kept
especially for this
purpose. William,
it appears, had
““rescued’ his
property to save
paying fines to
have them
returned, and in
so doing brought
down the wrath of
the village upon
his head. The
following year his
animals were
once again caus-
ing damage.
Thirty seven
sheep were found
eating John
Stevens’ clover.
Naturally they
were rounded up
by Richard Bether-
idge and others
and locked up.
Only on payment
of a fine would
they be returned
to their owner.
When William
Martin found out
what had hap-
pened he was hav-
ing none of it. Off
to the village
pound he went
and broke it open
to take away his
animals, probably
under cover of

darkness. Never
mind if he hadn't
mended his

fences and his
stock had got out.
Never mind if
someone else lost
money through
spoilt clover or
corn. He was a law
unto himself — a

difficult man
indeed. One felt
sympathy for

John Stevens.
Perhaps he had
justifiably
attacked the baker
backin 1783.

| turned over
many more pages
in the massive
rolls book and
found no further
mention of Wil-
liam. What had
happened to him?
Was he a

reformed charac-
ter at last? Then,
by extraordinary
coincidence, my
friend who was
researching into
woodlands, came
to me with a refer-
ence card in her
hand. “This might
interest you,” she
said, for | had told
her the baker’s
story. On the card
it said — 1797 Wil-
liam Martin, late
of Caversham,
baker, bankrupt,
assignment of
property. So there
we had the end of
altogether rather a
sad little local
story. However it
was not the end of
my interesting dis-
coveries, but the
rest had better
wait until another
time.

LENT
1986

As. several churches
currently have on-going
groups, there will be no
specific ecumenical
Lent groups organised
for this year. Please
keep in touch with your
own church to find out
what is planned for
Lent.

e o o o o oo )

NB. The Archbishop of
Canterbury’s Lent Book
for 1986 is “The Way of
the Cross” by Richard
Holloway published by
Fount at £1.95.

27058

BATH LODGE
REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere
For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD ROAD
READING, BERKS
RG16ND

&N
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=
AUTO ELECTRICAL AND
MOTOR COMPONENTS
LEADING SUPPLIERS OF
ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS
FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
FREE ALTERNATOR AND STARTER CHECKS

OPEN: MON/TUE 8.45-6.00 WED/SAT 8.45-5.30
° THUR/FRI8.45-6.00 SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

Reading 472175

TRY OUR BATTERY PRICES
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GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 473308

SPOPESEEETP |
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Sales and Service

Always large stock
Agents for of

Fyyyyypyyyyy'ypyyryyyyyyyyy

! NEW AND
o RECONDITIONED
MOUNTFIELD MACHINES
HAYTER .
ATCO, etc Free estimates
) 8 2 0 0 000222000220 28 0808222228

GAS

SERVICING

GAS BOILERS £10
GAS FIRES £8
WATER HEATERS £8
Gas Cooker repairs

Discount if more than one appliance
Ex-Gas Board Engineer
Guaranteed work

TEL. READING 500218
MR M. PHILLIPS, ANY TIME

Also Plumbing undertaken, Washing
Machines, Free quotes, Sinks, Bathroom,
Central Heating repairs and installations

APPLIANCE
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ST ANNE’S NEWS

Refurbishment of St
Anne’s Church

THE New Order of
Mass is now well
established through-
out the Catholic
world, and there were
very good pastoral
reasons ox. its
introduction.
Whether one is
devoted to the Eng-
lish translation is
debatable; and many
people still mourn the
virtual passing of
Latin in most
churches. To one who
can see SO many vir-
tues on either side
schizophrenia can set
in, but I am overcom-
ing its advanced state,
and I am beginning to
see not merely
pastoral reasons, but
theological and
liturgical reasons for
Mass facing the
people. What is very
much needed,
whether the Mass is in
Latin or English (or
even a curious mid-
Atlantic) is to make
its presentation as
dignified as possible
so as to reflect the
majesty of the Offer-
ing. After all, the most
perfect possible Act
of Worship should be
seen as such.

<
<><><>

At present St
Anne’s is not really
able to show such a
dignified presenta-
tion because we have
a temporary Altar set
in the narrowest part
of the Sanctuary.
Since it is difficult to
present the Sung
Latin Mass at the
temporary Altar, I
have allowed the use
of the Main Altar, but
it is not the most suit-
able position for the
New Mass.

The general liturgi-
cal rules now direct
that there should be
one permanent Altar
(that of the Sacrifice),
and that the Pulpit/
Lectern (Ambo)
should be prominent
as the place of the
proclamation and the

explanation of the
word of God. In fact,
the present position
of the pulpit will be
ideal for the new one.
The dignity of the
Sacrament of Baptism
is to be emphasised
by placing 1t along-
side the Sanctuary
and connected to it.
The present Bagtistry
is in such an obscure
position that most
people hardly advert
to its existence. It will
be placed where the
present Sacred Heart
Chapel is. There are
those who will regret
the removal of that
Altar, but the cognos-
centi will tell you that
it is deteriorating
seriously. Above the
font, on the wall, will
be placed a stained
glass window.

There were still two
great problems to be
decided, (1) the
existing reredos/Altar
complex, and (2) the
Altar Rails.

The Reredos/Altar.
This was not, as most
eople probably
now, the original
(that was the Sacred
Heart Altar). It con-
sists of a variety of
materials, alabaster,
marble (of two or
three different types)
and deanstone. The
effect is curiously
attractive. It manages
to be a good com-
promise of baroque
and neo-Gothic in a
neo-Gothic church. So
it was decided to keep
the reredos but
remove the marble
Altar (this is indi-
cated by liturgical
law). A plinth will
protrude from the
centre of the reredos
as the Tabernacle
podium.

The Altar Rails.
Much as I strove to
keep them I can see
that they will be far
too near the newly-
ositioned Altar, and,
if the Mass facing the
people is to be car-
ried out properly,
then we cannot retain
them. There is no
reason why people

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

324 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading, Berks
Tel. Reading 479955

Retail deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and
Friday

HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND
DELIVERED

should not then kneel
for Communion, and
the side-arm of the
rail near the Shrine
will be kept to assist
‘those who have dif-
ficulty either in
kneeling or standing
without support.

The material of the
Altar, Pulpit and
Tabernacle support
will be Bath stone (as
is the existing Baptis-
mal font). The
Architect noticed
very soon that this
was the stone of the
Church. The Gothic
(or more correctly
neo-Gothic) arch is a
constant motif and
was the clever way in
which the two side-
aisles were unified
with the main nave,
even though they
were built at different
times and both of
them were built some
years after the central
Fortion. In the new
urnishings, this arch
will be shown as
recessed on the Altar,
the Pulpit and the
Tabernacle podium;
it will also be the
shape of the stained-
glass window of the
Baptistry. The whole
restoration should
make for a unified
styling.

Further work to be
done will be the addi-
tion of a toilet/wash-
place, reorganisation
of the lighting system,
modernisation of the
sound amplification,
and complete decora-
tion. It is hoped that a
re ositoxg/pxety Stall
will be built in the
existing Baptistry.

The Architect of the
project is Brian Wain,
of Cork, who has vast
experience of restor-
ing Churches, and
who has a great grasp
of liturgical needs,
and is sensitive to
style. So far we have
not received notifica-
tion of the starting
date, but it is thought
that, once started, the
work will take four to
five months.

ST
ANDREW'S
NEWS

THE Rev David Mill-
ing will be leaving St
Andrew’s to take up a
new post with the
Upper Kennet team
ministry. His last ser-
vice in the parish will
be Evensong at St
Andrew’s on Febru-
ary 2, after which a
presentation will be
‘made to the Millings.
David will be insti-
tuted at Broad Hinton
Church on February
14. We wish the Mill-
ings well and will
report more fully in
the next issue.

- THE HILL
CHAPEL

ON THE Sunday
before Christmas the
Church at Caversham
Hill moved! We real-
ised that to share our
celebrations for
Christ’s birthday with
as many people as
possible, we would
need to meet in a lar-
ger hall. So prepara-
tions were made and
drums, cellos and
other instruments
were packed into cars
and driven just alon

the road to the Hil
School.

We were thrilled to
see the hall fill up
that Sunday morning
— some people were
old friends who were
back with us for the
Christmas break,
from college or to
visit friends or fami-
lies, and it was lovely
to have them back as
part of our family
again. Yet more were
new faces to us, and if
you owned one of
them we would like to
say how pleased we
were that you came.

Using some hew
songs and some tra-
ditional carols, a solo
and a duet and seve-
ral readings, we spent
a little time consider-
ing some of the titles

iven to Christ. To

egin to appreciate
such magnificent
titles — Wonderful,
Counsellor, Prince of,
Peace, Son of God,
Son of Man — needs
more time than was
available to us that.
Sunday. But the seeds
were sown and many
of us gave deeper
thought to those
names during the
following days.

After the service
was over, most people
were able to stay for a
cup of coffee, and as
we chatted together
we could sense the
excitement that can
be felt before a birth-
day celebration.

That sense of
excitement was still
evident on Christmas
morning when we met
for a short service at
the Chapel. Small
hands carefully held
new toys — new
pullovers, scarves
and gloves were very
much in evidence, as
well as an overwhelm-
ing desire to praise
and thank God the
Father for his good-
ness in sending His
Son to live on earth
for a while.

How good God our
Father is to us, His
children, and how we
enjoyed that
opportunity to thank
Him with our voices,
but most of all from
our hearts!

A man to treasure!

On New Year’s Eve
we were very pleased
to recognise the thirty
years that Victor Por-
ter has served the
church as treasurer.
In the early evening
we met for an infor-
mal supger together,
followed by a few
rounds of “Name that
chorus’” and a
spiritualised
“Blankety Blank”. It
takes some imagining,
doesn’t it?!

After that our three
Elders appeared as
Frankie Vaughan
lookalikes, complete
with bow ties, hats
and canes, to sing the
praises of Victor with
their version of the
Policemen’s Song
from the Pirates of
Penzance. As the eve-
ning drew to a close,
Victor and his wife
Molly were presented
with a Teasmade as a
token of our apprecia-
tion.

Although he will
continue as treasurer
for the present time
we pray that the Lor

will provide us with a
replacement before
long so that Victor
can have a well-
deserved retirement.

* * *

Until further notice
our Sunday morning
worship services will
be held at the Hill
Primary School, just
down the road from
the Chapel, at
10.30am. This is to
give us better facili-
ties for our young
people’s work.

ST JOHN’

IT WAS a candlelight
Christmas at St John’s
this year. The quiet
preparation service
was held by candle-
light. When some of
the Emmer Green
Youth Group came to
help St John’s sing
carols round the
Amersham Road
estate, they did it by
candlelight. Len
David took his piano

accordion with then(li,'

and when offere
money, they ex-
plained “They were
carolling because of
the good news of
Christmas”. ,

The Service of Nine
Lessons and_Carols
was held entirely by
candlelight. There
were mixed opinions
about this, because it
was not easy to man-
age books, sheets and
a lighted candle.
Besides there was
also melted candle
wax! However every-
one agreed the lovely
singing and tra-
ditional readings
made it a memorable
act of worship.

On Christmas Eve
there was the first
Christingle carol ser-
vice ever held in St
John’s. Many of the
one hundred children
brought their own
decorated orange,
with the candle set in
it, and the church sup-
8lied extra. Only the

hristingle carol was

sung by the light of
candles. Then smal]]
eyes grew enormous
— what do little chil-
dren see in a candle
flame? After piling
presents for the Prob-
ation Service under
the tree, they went
home, most of them
with promises they
could light their
Christingle again
before bed time.

The Midnight Com-
munion ervice
opened by candle-
light in the full
church, which now
looked beautiful with
the flowers set in the
evergreen decora-
tions.

On Christmas Day
many complete fami-
lies came to the 10
o’clock Communion
service. The abiding
memory is of small
children, spon--
taneously kneeling
round the crib — in
Bethlehem. Then they
went home with an
orange left over from
the Christingle
service.

It was very hearten-
ing to have so many
people help with the
church decorating.
They are all thanked,
particularly the very
patient father who
put up the Star of
Bethlehem and per-
suaded it to hang
level, so the candles
would be lighted.

OBITUARY

CANON EDWARD CONWAY

ON MONDAY,
December 23 the funeral
of Canon Edward Con-
way took place at
Portsmouth Cathedral.
Canon Conway was Par-
ish Priest of St James,
Reading from 1971-81
and Catholic Dean of
Reading. Following ser-

vice with the RAF as a

ilot during the war
Edward Conway studied
for the priesthood and
served in the
Portsmouth Diocese. He
will be remembered with
great affection by many
readers of the Caver-
sham Bridge.
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EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY
BY LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND

SERVICE

'COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE
BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED
FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

Proprietor: H. Ellis

6 Prospect Street, Caversham

Reading RG4 8JG
Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold
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Page Seven

ROUND THE CHURCHES

BAPTIST NEWS

WOW —WHAT A
MONTH

THE non-appearance
of Baptist News in the
last issue did not sig-
nal the onset of win-
ter hibernation
within the Church but
a famine of journalis-
tic fodder. This month
it is a case of “corn in
Egypt” for the Church
has been bursting
with activity and the
seams$s have been
stressed.

GREATER THAN

GOLD

The Bible Society
presented the musi-
cal ‘“Greater Than
Gold” portraying the
story of the little
Welsh girl, Mary
Jones, who craved for
a personal copy of the
Bible at a time when
such was the per-

uisite of the affluent
ew. The members of
the cast, choir and
orchestra were drawn
from a number of
Churches in the town
and the performance
in the Baptist Church
was the culmination
of a series of
presentations. The
producer, Mrs
Valerie Blake, and
the Musical Directors,
Miss Sue Allum and
Mr Vic Pizzey, merit
congratulations for
the manner in which
they moulded the
talented performers
into what proved to be
a superb and stirring

erformance in keep-
ing with the intention
of the composer,
Roger Jones, that it
should be not only a
re-telling of a beauti-
ful and wonderful
real life drama but
also a challenge as to
the place and value of
personal Bible read-
ing.

Following the
performance a collec-
tion was taken which
raised £50 for the
Bible Society and £91
for Caversham Link
Group Charities.

TALENTED

AMATEURS
The occasional
absences of the Minis-

ter, the Revd Dennis
Weller, as he dis-
charges his peripate-
tic duties amongst the
Churches of the Berks
Baptist Association of
which he is President,
provides opportuni-
ties for the laity to
display their talents
in the conduct of Sun-
day worship. Recently
the members of the
Emmer Green House
Groug took charge
and had they made
known in advance
that the service would
include three ser-
mons the very thought
would have guaran-
teed not a few empty
seats. In the event
there was no cause for
absenteeism in that
the sermons were all
minis which gave con-
siderable mileage for
thought and action on
“The Love of God”.
Yes — the sermons
.and the other varied
ingredients of a
sparkling production
may have been the
work of amateurs but
the service proved to
be a classic much
appreciated by the
large congregation.

NO ELBOW ROOM

The need for elasti-
cated walls in the
worship area of the
Church was proved
one recent Sunday
evening when all the
members of the
Strong Family, Mr
Alan, Mrs Shirley and
their sons Martin and
Robert, presented
themselves for bapt-
ism by total immer-
sion. The Service,
including the Act of
Baptism, was con-
ducted jointly by the
Revd. Dennis Weller
and Pastor Chris Jus-
tice in that the Strong
family, whilst now
committed to the Bap-
tist Church, have
links with, and many
friends at the Chapel-
on-the-Hill not a few
of whom were present
to witness this unique
event. Such was the
crush that the con-
gregation overflowed
into the Lounge

Incorporating
BUCKELL & BALLARD FINE ARTSand
NICHOLAS AUCTION DEPARTMENT
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
- 12 High Street, Streatley, RG8 9HY
Tel. Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

Holloway’s

where the proceed-
ings were viewed
through the ‘“squint”
provided by the open
door into the Worship
area.

ACTORS EVERY
ONE

The Church has
been the venue for
further dramatic pro-
ductions which also
drew goodly crowds —
on these occasions
the stars were those
talented and uninhi-
bited performers —
children.

The School Lane

Play Group — which
is based on the
Church — gave a

spectacular
interpretation of the
Nativity and sang
choruses lustily. The
helpers, under the
leadership of Mrs Pat
Jenkins, merit con-
gratulations on a pro-
duction which more
than rewarded their
considerable effort in
dressing the children
— it took three-quar-
ters of an hour, stag-
ing and rehearsing
them. On another
occasion it was the
turn of the Brownies
and the Guides whose
“piece de resistance”
was their rendering of
the “Twelve Days of
Christmas” and “The
Greedy Giant”. Here
again the costumes
were a joy to behold

notwithstanding that
some of the “birds”
appeared to be
exhibiting an

“interesting Condi-
tion” not far removed
from the Baby Unit at
the Royal Berkshire
Hospital.

GOSBROOK ROAD
REVIEW

ONCE again Christ-
mas has come and
gone all to quickly.
There is a special joy
and fellowship which
is so meaningful at
Christmas. Friends at
Caversham Methodist
Church enjoyed
various Christmas
activities and as in
other parts of Caver-
sham experienced the
joy of a full Church.
At the Christmas
Family service, the
Ambassadors Drum
and Bugte Corps
broke new ground gy
playing for two of the
congregational
carols. At the Christ-
mas party, children
from Micklands
Nursery Playgroup
came to entertain
with their singing,
and on Christmas Day
the National Chil-
drens Home bene-
fited by a record
£156.00 collection.

It is with much
regret that we record

the death of Mr Rob
Eagleman. Rob died
just before Christmas
and will be much
missed by all the Gos-
brook Road congrega-
tion. He was one of
our most staunch
workers, and had kept
the grounds in tip-top
condition for many
years. He was also
secretary of the local
National Childrens
Home effort for many
years and was one of
their keenest collec-
tors. It seemed there-
fore very fitting that
the Christmas Day
collection should be a
record donation. Our
prayers and sympathy
are extended to his
wife and family.

All friends at Gos-
brook Road wish
Caversham Bridge
readers every bless-
ing during 1986.

A warm welcome
awaits visitors and
newcomers.

LINK G

A PERFORMANCE of
the musical play
“Greater than Gold”
was given in the Bap-
tist Church in Caver-
sham on December 7
before a very
appreciative audi-
ence. This is the story
of a young girl’s
determination to earn
enoq%h money to buy
a Bible of her own
and players and choir
gave a memorable
erformance. A col-
ection was taken at
the end in aid of Link
Group charities and
the Group is very
grateful for this dona-
tion which was added
to the money voted in
November for various
organisations includ-
ing those helping the
homeless at
Christmas.

On December 11 a
Christmas party was
held at the Baptist
Centre for some of the
elderly and house-
bound friends of the
Group. The Rev Paul
Kenchington from
Caversham Park

brought his guitar and
visitors and hostesses
sang to and enjoyed
his varied music,
carols and well-
known songs. After
tea and crackers Mrs
Judith Moore played
popular songs on the

piano for everybody
to sing.

_ Owing to difficulty
In arranging suitable
dates, members were
unable to visit the
homes for the elderly
to sing carols this
year but were invited
to join with other
groups.

The volunteers in
the office at the Care
Centre have con-
tinued their work of
offering advice or
practical help where
needed. The sale of
Christmas cards in
the Pop-In Centre
proved popular and
as a result many more
visitors have found
the centre a friendly
place to pop in for a
cup of coffee and a
chat with friends.

OBITUARY MRS LILIAN LOVEJOY

MRS LILIAN Lovejoy
died in November
aged ninety-five. For
the last five years she
had been in a Reading
Nursing Home where
she endeared herself
to all the staff in con-
tact with her. But
before that she regu-
larly attended St
Peter’s Church at
1lam.

ANGLICAN
Rectory, Church Roa
12.30. Tel: 471703).

Drive. Tel: 475152.

BAPTIST
Drive. Tel: 478668.

METHODIST
Road. Tel: 472223.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

The Rev Richard King
. Tel: 479130.
(Parish Office: Monday - Thursday 9.30 -

sbury, Caversham

The Rey Alan Wilson, StJohn's House, 9
South View Avenue. Tel: 471814.

The Rev Adrian Dorber, 33 Grove Road,
Emmer Green. Tel: 473095.

The Rev Paul Kenchington, 51 Galsworthy

The Rev Peter Mullins, 25 Ilkley Road,
Caversham. Tel: 472070,

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore

The Rev Ralph Rogerson, 72 Highmoor

The Rev Brian Skinner, 48 Allhallows
Road, Caversham. Tel: 482530

UNITED REFORMED
The Rev Philip Lee-Bapty, 41 Highmoor

At the age of eight
she came with her
parents to Southview
Avenue, Caversham
and regularly worship-
ped at St John’s
Church, where she
took part in many of
its social activities and
taught in the Sunday
School.

After attendin
Kendrick Schoo%
while it was still at
Watlington House,
she trained as a
teacher at the early
Reading University
College in London
Road and taught at
Oxford Road and

Swansea Road
schools.

When her parents
built two houses at
Taplow, she and her
beloved husband Syd-
ney lived in one of
them until they moved
to Brooklyn Drive,
Emmer Green, and
when her husband

died in 1963, she
moved again to Bal-
more Drive.

Little Lillie, as she
was often called —
she was well under
five feet in height —
led a sheltered, rather
secluded life. It was
not until about 1970

that she went on her
first foreign holiday,
giving her a glimpse of
a wider worﬁ:l that she
was content to live
without. She had been
a member of Taplow
WI and became Presi-
dent of Caversham
Afternoon Towns-
women'’s Guild.

Her sunny, cheerful
outlook on life
endeared her to many
friends and she is
much missed. She was
buried along with her
husband’s ashes at
Dunsden where her
father had been
churchwarden.

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old

1’331?‘}1;”909 or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
: - Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
Bind CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
[ The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. fair and honest prices.
b Tel: 474529,

Give her aring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture res’ »red, repaired and re-upholstered

A prof | service from complete contemts to a single
item. Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale

inspection and advice. Entries for future sales invited.
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes

and at 49 Parsons Street, We are agents for
Banbury, Oxfordshire -

The professional alternative to London

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The

Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue. Tel:

4717817.

(For Cavershal\m Park \’gl}l}age) e
BBEY The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Peppard Road,

R Sonning Common. Tel: 7".,3415

BUILDING SOCIETY




Page Eight

R R R
XEEERRERREREREES

Dear Sirs,

| suppose the most
hopeful thing that came
out of the Geneva Confer-
ence between Mr Reagan
and Mr Gorbachev was
that both genuinely
desired some arms reduc-
tions, talked together for
several hours, airing their
differences, putting for-
ward suggestions and
objections regarding Star
Wars, etc, and getting the
measure of one another.
Yet nothing concrete
came out of it

Our present “peace” is
no more than an armed
truce, a state of fear,
suspicion and intrigue and
enmity. And we continue
to devise more sophisti-
cated weapons. We
squander £18,000 million
yearly on “defence”, then
try to retrieve some by
selling arms abroad,
resulting in possible death
and suffering to many
people, swelling refugee
camps and providing an
endless stream of appli-
cants for Save the Chil-
dren Fund.

A brief item of news
appeared recently in one

of the National Dailies,
headed: “Top salesman
to head arms team, will
be paid £47,000 a year in
a Defence Ministry £2,600
million weapons * sales
drive”.

Increasing numbers of
our peaple are engaged in
the manufacture of arma-
ments of every descrip-
tion, with little thought of
the death and suffering
they can bring to others,
but thankful to be in work
and take home a weekly
wage, though that does
not exonerate one that
this is an ungodly pursuit.

Shareholders draw
dividends from the arms
trade. The crushing bur-
den of ‘“defence” is
impoverishing our every
Social Service, and the
country is slowly being
destroyed morally, spir-
itually and materially. Not
till the people, including
politicians, and maybe
some of us Christians,
return again to God in
penitence, acknowledge
our sinful ways, and fol-
low the way Christ set
before us in the Gospels,
realising the loyalty and
obeisance entailed, can

we hope for true peace
and the further extension
of God's Kingdom on
earth.

A great challenge con-
fronts the Church today:
to save and redeem the
individual and the nation
and a war-stricken world.
In Christ there is the
power to overcome our
vices and weaknesses.
The Church offers help
and guidance, a rich
fellowship, an opportunity
of service to others, true
freedom. As Jesus said:
“The truth shall set men
free”; “I am the way, the
truth, and the life”. Mean-
while, the faithful few
keep the Churches open,
lit and warmed and the
fabric repaired, often at
considerable sacrifice, for
in the words of C. S.
Hurne_:

“We are watchers of a
beacon whose light must
never die; we are guar-
dians of an altar that
shows thee ever nigh;

We are children of thy
freemen who sleep
beneath the sod; For the
might of thine arm we

e
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bless thee, our God, our
fathers’ God". .

There is still hope for
the world.

SOIROIOITN T T

H. D. MARSHALL

164 Kidmore End Road
Emmer Green

Dear Editor,

Please would you per-
mit me to ask any of your
readers who lived in the
Woodcote area from the
‘twenties onwards
whether they could assist
in a project | am undertak-
ing? | am researching the
history of all the small bus
companies which oper-
ated into Reading in
pioneer days and their
impact on the social his-
tory of the area. One
group served Sonning
Common and Peppard and

another the Woodcote
area — Wilkinson, Page,
Hall, Jackman and Kemps.
Does anyone have
memories or know anyone
who can help —
employees or their rela-
tives, perhaps? | would be
keen to see any tickets,
timetables and photo-
graphs of the buses and
men if they exist.

J. R. WHITEHEAD
3 Littlecote Drive
Reading RG1 6JD

Dear Sirs,
Weather Vanes
Prior to publication of
the September 1985 com-
petition results, and keep-
ing a (strict) weather eye
on Caversham, | would
have defied anyone to
identify all nine vanes in
this context, or has some-
one moved EP Collier
School across the river
without my knowledge?

Is there a prize for
spotting the deliberate
mistake?

OWEN CLAMP
156 St Peter's Avenue
Caversham, Reading

PS: | identified six

only!

Protest in vain! —
three readers identified
all nine correctly! Eds.
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Matthew Jones from the 3rd Reading Cubs holding
the trophy he won as Berks County Cubs Chess’

Champion

THANKS
Save the Children Fund
benefited from the
joint choirs’ psalm sing
to the tune of £378.
Thanks to the singers
and their sponsors for a

splendid effort.

QUALITY
CATERING

Buffets

Dinner Parties

Wedding Receptions
Reading 473889

818276

GIFTS FOR ALL OCCASIONS

CAVERSHAM GIFT SHOP

POTTERY & GLASSWARE
LEATHER GOODS
CRYSTAL |
TABLE LAMPS

DARTINGTON GLASS
POT POURRI/ROOM FRAGRANCES

CANDLES/SOAPS & LAVENDER GOODS

JEWELLERY

Plus many more gifts for Birthday/

Anniversary and those Special Occasions

FROM

Other services:

PICTURE FRAMING OF PRINTS/
PAINTINGS/TAPESTRIES/JIGSAWS
WITH WIDE CHOICE OF MOULDINGS
DRY. MOUNTING & HEATSEALING
(Whilst you wait)

TS BY WELL-
ARTISTS FEMNGE
ART MATERIAL BY ROWNEY/DALER
GIFT WRAP MATERIALS
SPECIAL GIFT WRAP SERVICE FOR
LADIES NIGHTS, ETC
DUPLICATING

Trade enquiries welcome for Framing,
Dry Mounting, Heatsealing

21 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM. TEL: 472665
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TERRITORIAL
DISPUTE
One of the main pre-
occupations in this
neck of the woods for
the rest of the year is
likeli/ to be the pro-
posals for the exten-
sion of Berkshire’s
boundaries into
South Oxfordshire.
The residents of the
threatened areas,
practically without
exception, are up in
arms at what they see
as an invasion of their
territory by a preda-
tory neighbour, and
the opposition i1s not
confined to these
alone. Caversham
people, who realise
their good fortune in
having real proper
countryside on their
doorstep, also view

the proposals with
trepidation.

The alarm is of

course due to the fear
that develogment,
which over the past
decades has run amok
in Berkshire, will now
spread its tentacles
across the south
Oxfordshire country-
side. Oxfordshire’s
good record in resis-
ting development is
pointed to and com-
pared with Berk-
shire’s urban sprawl.
This 1is erhaps
hardly air as
Berkshire, against its
will, has been desig-
nated a major growth
area by the Depart-
ment of the Environ-
ment, whilst Oxford-
shire is only a limited
growth area. The

[ RAYGALLAGHER )

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE -

Prompt friendly attention NO iob too
small .

Telephone Reading 475599

91051

1 Kirkham Close,
kCaversham Park Village, ReadingJ

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

The Day Care Centres are open throughout

the year for the care of children from 0-5

years. The Nursery School is open during

term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own
student nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

90297

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

12184
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strength of the resist-
ance put up by both
counties is probably
the same, but the
steamroller advanc-
ing on Berkshire
knows it has the gov-
ernment behind it,
and trundles on
remorselessly, ?rac-
tically assured of suc-
cess. All the same
there are real fears
that whoever may be
at fault, there is no
guarantee that the
Department of the
Environment will
exclude from growth
that part of Berkshire
north of the Thames if
the proposals go
through.

The areas con-
cerned are the
parishes of Eye and
Dunsden, Kidmore

End, Mai)ledurham,

Rotherfield Peppard
and Sonning Com-
mon. It is a substan-
tial slice of land,
some lying already
within the Chiltern
AONB, and compris-
ing a population of
about seven and a
half thousand people.
This would still leave
123,000 people in the
remainder of the dis-
trict. This seven
thousand odd, argues

iBerkshire, all fall

within the “journey to
work area” based on
Reading, to which all
the main roads lead.
Their children pro-
vide half the roll of
Chiltern Edge School,
Berkshire Fire Bri-
gade already puts
their fires out, they
congest and wear out
Reading’s roads, and

roblems occur

ecause there are two
county social ser-
vices.

Berkshire has a
good case, which
should not be under-
estimated, but
whether it is good
enough to justify.

) | altering the historic

CHILTERN NURSERY ¢
TRAINING COLLEGE

boundary of Oxford-
shire and threatening
its essential rural
character is another
matter. A preserva-

‘| tion committee has

been set up under the

Jchairmanship of

Edward Hordern of

| Cane End House, and
'| consisting of repre-

sentatives of the
parishes concerned,
to oppose these
changes and they
have widespread
support.

Perhaps their case
would have been
stronger if at the last
boundary changes
Berkshire had not lost
its northern parts to
Oxfordshire, thereby
losing its historic
areas such as the
Berkshire Downs and
the Berkshire White
Horse, which had
been part of the
ancient county since
pre-conquest times.
Administrative con-
venience is not the
only consideration.

~ RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

RADIATION
FEARS
Another major con-
cern that has pushed
Berkshire into the
national headlines is
the dangers of radia-
tion from emissions
from the nuclear
weapons establish-
ments at Burghfield
and Aldermaston.
The Yorkshire TV
programme, First
Tuesday, came up
with figures that show
a severe increase in
leukaemia and child
cancer figures above
the national norm in
the vicinity of nuclear
weapons establish-
ments. The tame
spokesman wheeled
out by the Ministry of
Defence to answer the
allegations made
soothing but hardly
convincin% sounds. In
the face of the figures
produced by the pro-
gramme makers, the
MoD will have to pro-
duce equally well-
researched ﬁfures if
they are to allay the
very real fears of
local people about
the effects on the
health of their chil-

dren.

How does all this
affect Caversham?
For one thing, we are
down wind of both
Aldermaston and
Burghfield, and for
another, the polluted
water that enters the
Thames at Pang-
bourne Meadows
flows under our
bridges. It doesn’t
vanish in the
intervening distance
as it flows along. It
may be less concen-
trated but it is still
there for whatever
unfortunate being
should come in con-
tact with it. We are
told it is only low-
level waste, but if it is
as safe as all that, why
are there notices
alon%{the Pangbourne
banks warning
against mooring,
fishing or bathing,
and why be so coy
about stating the
reason and revealing
the name of the
authority issuing the
warning?

One concerned per-
son is Isabel Dovey,
well known to mem-
bers of Caversham
Residents’ Associ-
ation, whose husband
died in 1983 from a
type of cancer
normally associated
with exposure to
radiation. She
appeared in the pro-
gramme which was
shown in the course of
the very week in
which an open verdict
was returned at the
inquest into her hus-
band’'s death. He
worked at Aldermas-
ton and had been
present during the
nuclear tests in
Australia in the early
1960s. Mr Dovey is not
the only Aldermaston
worker to have con-

tracted cancer and if
the verdict had been
death due to indus-
trial disease, there
would have been
many whose relations
would be claiming
compensation.

Isabel wants to see
better protection for
workers in nuclear
industries, greater
care to avoid emis-
sions, whether plan-
ned or accidental,
and intensified
research into the
treatment of nuclear
waste. She is not
opposed to the
development of nuc-
lear power, and in
fact firmly believes in
the deterrent effect of
Britain’s nuclear
weapons and the
future of nuclear
power as a major
source of energy. Her
Eersonal experience
as, though, put her

amongst the growing|

number of people
who have serious mis-
givings about the
present standards of
safety in and around
Britain’s nuclear
establishments.

THROUGH THE

GARDEN GATE

Caversham Court
has acquired a hand-
some pair of wrought
iron gates, replacing
the shabby and
patched wooden ones
which can never have
been very attractive
even in their hey-day.
How refreshing it is to
see money spent on
something to give
people pleasure and
not just grudgingly
doled out, Scrooge-
like, for a bread-and-
butter diet only. As
spring and summer
come along, a growing
number of visitors to
Caversham Court will
be enjoying this new
addition to its attrac-
tive gardens.
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- Martin & Pole.

Additional coverage in the Thames Valley
from 9 other offices. Specialist advice on
valuations, mortgages, property transactions
and management

i

Martin & Pole

You'll be well advised

910044

Telephones: Reading 473469 or 473003

LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU
A FREE ESTIMATE

J. D. Sansum & Son

PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALIST

24 Stuart Close, Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8RE

i

PROSPECT ENGRAVING
PROSPECT TROPHIES

1a CHESTER STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Réading 471609

General engravers, hand and machine work, also glass
engraving. Speedy service, competitive prices. Trophies
supplied for all sports. A good supply always in stock

Friendly, personal service from the family business you
can rely on

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1968

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

The General Council and Register of Osteopaths
announce that:
Mrs Julia Graemer, D.O., M.R.O.
has commenced practice at
27 PRIORY AVENUE, CAVERSHAM
READING, BERKSHIRE
Tel. Reading 482141

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124
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J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics

* Bodywork, any job undertaken

* New and used car sales !
* Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone

J. P. MOTORS
TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD

18013

VANDERPUMP &
WELLBELOVE

CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF
s |

and Wellesley-Smith & Co

CHARTERED
SURVEYORS
AUCTIONEERS
AND ESTATE AGENTS VALUERS

Sales of Antique Furniture and Other Effects

6 STATION ROAD, READING

Telephone 53211 and branches

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
MMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing g
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

{| summer we managed

BOOKS

ANTIQUARIAN AND SECOND-HAND
R.D. and J. HOOKER

ble local dealers always interested in

g good condition old and modern books
Any guantity — can call

Re

purck

479864 after 2pm 823265

ROUNDTHECLUBS

The Jubilee
Club,
Mapledurham

The turn of the year is
always a time of look-
ing back and looking
forward. For the
Jubilee Club the year
that has just passed
has been both a happy
and successful one.
Last Winter there was
the usual visit to the
theatre at Windsor in
spite of the sharp, icy
weather, which can-
celled the February
meeting. We had two
very interesting talks,
one last Spring about
the work of the
Express Dairies from
an excellent speaker
who brought along a
very generous present
of many free samples
of his firm’s products.
The other, last
Autumn, from a mem-
ber of Tappin's Coach
Tour Comgany who
talked on the subject
of holidays illustrated
with excellent slides.
In March we had
another visit from our
talented friend Mrs
Reed, of Three Mile
Cross. This time she
demonstrated enamel
work and brought
along a fine display of
her handcraft.

In spite of the poor

Beale Trust. We were
not quite so fortunate
when we held a gar-
den party at 2 Darell
Road, but it didn’t
matter for we all
squeezed indoors
somehow and held a
most successful Bring
and Buy Sale, as well

~

MILWARDS

N
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MILWARDS SHOES

Branches throughout the Thames Valley

J

OFFERS

Suprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

91217

as makins almost
thirty pounds towards
club funds.

Then it was goodbye
to outdoor activities
and back indoors
again with a show of
holiday slides in Octo-
ber and the best ever
Open Afternoon and
Christmas Sale in
November. On that
afternoon we gained
five new members to
the Club and made
one hundred and
twenty-nine pounds
with a grand cake and
produce stall and a
marvellous selection
of gifts made by
various clever peot})le.

The year ended
with our party when
we were entertained
by a most gifted grou
of young schoolchil-
dren and their
teachers. Their
performance with
recorders and their
singing was of a very
high standard and
much enjoyed. It was
also good to have our
friend, the Rev Derek
Spears, to join us and
tax us with another
carol quiz.

Certainly 1985 was a
very happy year for us
in spite of our sadness
at the loss of a dear
friend and member,
Dr Martyn John, early
in the year and also
Mrs Hartup, who, for
many years, so gener-
ously made us our
Christmas cake.

Now we have a new
year ahead and a very
special one it is too,

. for the club, which

was formed in 1965,
will be celebrating its
twenty-first birthday.
The committee will
no doubt have this in
mind when planning
this year’s pro-
gramme of talks, trips
into the country, tea
parties and a fun
afternoon, for having
fun altogether is what
the Jubilee Club is all
about.

Blagrave W

Mrs Muriel Pop-
plewell welcomed
over forty members
and guests from local
Institutes to the

-| twenty-third Birthday

and Christmas Party.
The Kidmore End
Singers entertained
with a lively pro-
gramme of songs and
the excellent tea
served was well worth
the appreciation
expressed. Everyone
received a present
and the afternoon
voted a great success.

It was the first real
taste of winter for the
January meeting
when Mr Partridge, of
Englefield Garden
Centre, came to talk
about the care of
houseplants. The
occasions was bright-
ened by the lovely dis-
glay of plants he

rought and the daffo-
dils and narcissus
gicked that day from

is greenhouses. They
made a welcome con-
trast to the snow

outside.

Chazey WI

Chazey WI began its
Christmas celebra-
tions this year with a
memorable visit from
the Thames Valley
Chorus from the
Reading Barber Shop
Harmony Choir.
There were thirty
members led by the
chorus director, Peter
Powell, all immacu-
lately dressed in pur-
ple and grey. For
many it was a nostal-
gic evening, with such
numbers as ‘‘Keep
Your Sunny Side Up,”
“Tootsy Goodbye,”
“The White Cliffs of
Dover,” “Now Is The
Hour,” and “Califor-
nia Here I Come,”
with much fun and
laughter when the
group were asked to
participate in “Bring
Back My Bonny.”

After the business
of the meeting the
committee served
everyone with a fes-
tive turkey supper
and minceples.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen'’s
Guild

Caversham Afternoon
Townswomen’s Guild

celebrated its twenty- |-

fourth birthday with a
Christmas luncheon.
The guest speaker
was Mary Fryer,
Federation Presi-
dent.

Christmas poems
and traditional carols
at the December
meeting ended a
successful year. The
target of £200 toward
the special Dhaka
appeal was raised
from coffee mornings
and the Autumn Fair.

The many outings
during the year were
well supported and
the Chairman, Dora
Smith, welcomed
several new members
and announced that
Eleanor Smith would
be Guild President
for a further year.

Caversham
Community
Association

One of the highlights
of the club’s meetings
at Christmas-time
occurred on Decem-
ber 9 when the East
Reading Salvation
Army Songsters and
Band visited the club.
Karen Cox was in
charge of the singers
and Alistair Todd led
the band through a
varied programme of
new and old carols.
Recitations, solos and
readings interspersed
the music and the
audience were

invited to choose
their favourite carols.
Captain Bartlett
finished with a read-
ing from the Bible of
the first Christmas
and then spoke of the
three ships sailing b

at Christmas remind-
ing us of worship,
friendship and ser-
vice by stewardship.

The committee and
members were busy
on December 16
decorating the club-
room and preparing a
meal for the members
in readiness for a
warm welcome on
their arrival at the
Christmas party. A
tasty meal of salad,
ham and meat pie
with trifles, cakes and
mincepies gave every-
one a selection that
was much appreci-
ated. The entertain-
ment was provided by
Malcolm Plant, Doug

Allan and Dave Cro-
ton of the Outlore
Group who played
and sang a good vari-
eti' -of contemporary
folk music enjoyed by
the members. Christ-
mas cake and a drink
was partaken at the
end of a happy eve-
ning which was the
last meeting in 1985.

Miss Vincent wel-
comed members to
the December meet-
ing, which was the
Christmas party. One
minute’s silence was
held in memory of
Kitty Raines, one of
the Institute’s most
esteemed members,
who died recently.
She was an active

Turn to page 11
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228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
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YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?
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TELEPHONE READING 471731 J
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JORDAN BROS

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL
HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266

90207 4,
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TILEHURST
GARDEN SERVICES

Tree pruning & tree cutting,
overgrown gardens a
speciality, patios, all

rubbish removed
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Free estimates and all work guaranteed satisfaction

- Phone: Thatcham 61109

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING ORPORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450

25063
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Committee member
and will be greatly
missed. A successful
coffee morning for
ACWW was held at
Mrs Cook’s home.
During the after-
noon there was a Bee-
tle Drive with much
hilarity. Tea was then
served by the Commit-
tee, and a lovely cake
made and iced by Mrs
Barge was enjoyed.
Everyone then took a
present from the
“Lucky Dig" from par-
cels which had been
put into baskets by
members as they
entered the hall.

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen's
Guild
Christmas
Parties

Typing this report in
early January with
resolutions as yet
unbroken and
wishing all readers
the very best of the
season, the realisa-
tion suddenly dawns
that this will not be
published for ages.
Anyway a Happy New
Year to everyone!
After this opening a
report can only be an
anti-climax, so what
did actually happen?
here were two
arties in the week
efore Christmas, one
for the social studies
group at Mrs Betty
Smith’s house, where
Christmas poems
were read and the
other for Caversham
Heights Towns-
women’s Guild at St
Andrew’s Hall. It was

good to see members
there having a good
time after having had
to miss meetings on
account of ill health.
Voting took place
on the Federation’s
proposal to divide
Berkshire and North
Hampshire region
into two regions. A
last big effort is being
made to build up the
fund for Dhaka, so
that a cheque can be
handed to Princess
Anne inJune.
Amusing entertain-
ment in St Andrew’s
Hall was provided b
the drama group. Cof-
fee, mince pies and
carol singing by the
attractively dressed
Townswomen’s choir
with splendid piano
accompaniment con-
cluded the evening.
And who did make
that excellent punch?

At Maplewood’s
December meeting
the business prelimi-
naries were soon dis-
posed of and then the

President, Mrs Le:

Mare, welcomed
members, husbands
and friends to a Magic
Christmas Party. Mr
John Barlow, Caver-
sham’s own Mr Magic,

soon had the audi-

ence participating in
his varied programme
of tricks and his
speedy patter kept
everyone laughing
and applauding, and
set the scene for a
hilarious evening.
Mrs Phyl Duck-
worth gave the vote of
thanks which was fol-
lowed by a delicious
buffet supper pre-
pared by committee
members and the eve-
ning closed with the
singing of a carol.

St Peter’s
Wives Group

In December the St
Peter’s Wives Grou
held two very dif-
ferent events.

At the beginning of
the month the Group
held a Christmas
party, attended by
members, husbands
and friends. Members
provided an appetis-
ing array of food and
the committee organ-
ised the liquid
refreshment.

After supper Marie
Hyde provided the
musical fun and soon
had everyone joining
in the singing or par-
ticipating in her back-
ing “grouﬁ.“

A week later, the
Group, again with
husbands and friends,
were carol singing in
Caversham. The resi-
dents of the Sheridan
Avenue/Hemdean
Road area were again
most generous and
appreciative and £60
was raised for the Sue

Ryder Home at
Nettlebed.
The Wives’ next

meeting is on Febru-
ary 18, at 8pm, in
Church House.

Emmer Green
16

Mrs Sutherland was
the speaker at the
December meeting of
the Emmer Green
Townswomen’s Guild,
and her subject was
Oberammergau. She
told members of the
history of the Passion
Play; how in the
seventeenth century
the plague was rife on
the continent and
brought into the vil-
lage by a worker com-
ing home for a church
festival. In despera-
tion, after a great

HOUSE’S
COACHES

(formerly Peter Shock Coaches)

Contact:
Mr M. DIAMOND

20 BRIANTS AVENUE
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone: Reading 472452

iﬁli

Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION

YOUR LOCAL |
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Low Winter Rates now apply on all

interior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road

FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone
Reading
479642

77032
N

many deaths, those of
the villagers who
could still walk pro-
cessed to the church
and made a promise
that if God would
deliver them from the
plague they would re-
enact the last seven
days in the life of
Christ for eternity.
This they have done,
with only one or two
pauses during times
of war. The format of
the play has evolved
from a medieval out-
door %lay to the
straight biblical
enactment of today.
The whole village is
involved, no make-up
is used, no amplifica-
tion either, yet every
word can be heard by
an audience of four
thousand. Mrs Suther-
land said that the
play, which lasts all
day, is extremely mov-
ing, and above all, the
music is magnificent.
The play is performed
every ten years, the
next performance
being in 1994.

It being the last
meeting this year, Mrs
Chamberlain wished
members a very
happy Christmas, and
the festive spirit was
followed through with
mince pies and saus-
age rolls provided by
the committee. The
raffle prizes were
won by Mrs Dovey and
Mrs Smallbone, and
the prize for the most
attractive Christmas
parcel was won by
Mrs Hodges. The par-
cels will be distri-
buted to the elderly in
Emmer Green.

Gaversham
Ladies Club

Well filled tables and
a lovely iced Christ-
mas cake as centre-
piece meant it was
Christmas party time
again. Carols were
sung by members.
Grace was then said
and tea commenced.
Tables soon started
looking sparse as
everyone tucked into
the goodies. A com-
petition for a deco-
rated home-made
Christmas cracker
was then judged by
Mrs South. The win-
ner was Mrs J. Hen-
wood, second Mrs
Nelhams and third
Mrs Queenie Strong.

Mrs Brenda Strong
donated a doll to be
raffled in aid of Save
the Children Fund.
This was won by Mrs
Board. £5 was raised
and this was given to
Mrs South who is an
active member of the
Save the Children
Fund.

Mrs Harwood, the
Chairman, then distri-
buted an envelope
containing a Christ-
mas card and diary to
each member. The
meeting closed with
Happy Christmas
being wished the
members as they left

TO HIRE
A HALL

BAPTIST CHURCH CENTRE
Secretary: MrK. Shield,
39 Conisboro Avenue
Telephone 473709

CAVERSHAM HALL
Caretaker/Booking Clerk:
Mr Richard Mekka
Telephone 482559

CHURCH HOUSE, CHURCH
STREET

Secretary: Mrs W. A.
Vincent, The Parish Office,
Caversham
Telephone 471703 (Mon-
Thurs 9.30am-12.30pm)

MAPLEDURHAM
PAVILION
Secretary:

Mrs L. F. T. Bartlett,
6 Westdene Crescent
Telephone 471863

STANDREW'S HALL
Secretary: Mr J. Tomlin,
3 Wordsworth Court
Telephone 481749

ST BARNABAS HALL
Mrs M Keen
63 Stuart Close
Emmer Green
Telephone 470471
Evenings 6-9 and
weekends

TRENCH GREEN HALL
Secretary: Mr Martyn-
Johns, Greendene Farm,
Mapledurham
Telephone 722198

Further copies of
this newspaper
can be obtained
from Caversham
Bookshop, 18
Prospect Street
or Church House,
59 Church Street,
Caversham.

27058

< Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms
overlooking lovely parkland
24 hour nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near R%ADING

15156

3

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING ~ ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

3

WELLS & HOWARTH

MELJON

BUILDING * DECORATING
PLUMBING * HOUSE REPAIRS

READING GORING
475253 873040

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

for home.

WEST BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY HEALTH
COUNCIL

The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the
public’s interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham,
Reading and West Berkshire.

The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the
community. They form an experienced independent group,
representing your health care interests.

Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and
notes are put in the local press
The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the
weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or

complaints on any aspect of local health affairs — from
individuals or from community or other groups — are
welcome.

The more views that come to hand the better the Council can

act on your behalf.

For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff
John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678

0179
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Marble, Stone and

8 Restoration and all

B READING 62362

A. B. WALKER
& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business serving
Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD

READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel. Reading 53650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

‘R McCARDLE
STONEMASON
Fine Memorials in

Granite
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other masonry
undertaken

90176

D. W. MORRIS

TOMALIN & SON
(N.A.F.D.)
Funeral
Directors

48 New Street
Henley-on-Thames

Telephone 3370

DAY AND NIGHT

90337

A.H. WHITE

(N.ALED.)

New Offices and Private
Chapel

15 BOULT STREET
READING
(Rear 11 The Grove)

Telephone 54334
Late 63921

A.F.JONES

MASTER

MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING

Telephone
53537

Central Heating and
Plumbing 4

Complete systems
designed and installed
by qualified engineers

21 Star Road
Caversham
Reading

Tel. Reading 471016 {
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4

Aasaaas

35

Your
CARPET PET SHOP
FITTER in
Old carpets readapted, CAVERSHAM
vinyls, etc
Farpe{l’s, upholste’:_y, Gee Gee Pets and
C Eaﬂem(:;r?ilr:eeof ire Aquaria
FREE ESTIMATES 29 PROSPECT STREET
: Reading 472422
9 Mnyﬁeld Drive Late night Friday 6pm
Caversham
Telephone 479280 A';ﬁgffﬂyganﬂ:va
AAAPPPPIPL LSS 51154
L. W. YEATES § GARDEN
LIMITED MAINTENANCE

Digging, fencing, hedge

trimming, lawn cutting,

planting, pruning and
weeding

Trees, shrubs and gar-

den sundries can be
supplied

N. H. HILL

Tel: Reading 410075
evenings after Spm

Competitive rates for
regular and one-off jobs
25158

INDIVIDUAL

, THa TUi’iﬂN

Mrs S{I«n

dera

Tel: Readlng 47076£

25090
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G. J.BOXALL

Painter and
Decorator

344 HEMDEAN ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Tel. Reading 472181
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ANGLICAN
St Peter's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am PARISH COMMUNION
11.15am Holy Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)
11.15am Matins (2nd 4th and 5th Sundays)
6.30pm Evensong
St John's
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.00am Children’s Service (1st Sunday)

St Andrew’s

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.15am Holy C ion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)

6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sund

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sundag only)
11.00am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday only)

4.00pm Evensong (1st Sunday only)
St Margaret's, Mapledurham

8.00am Holy Communion (lst Sunday)
11.00am PARISH COMMUNION
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am Morning Service

6 30pm Evening Service

ay)

RSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
Il 00am FAMILY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd Sundays)
MORNING WORSHIP (2nd and 4th Sundays)

FAMILY SERVICE (5th Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1986

—SUNDAY SERVICES IN FEBRUARY—

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am Morning Service (meeting in the Hill Primary
School)

6.30pm Evening Service

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service
Caversham Heights
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday only)
11.00am Morning Service
6.30pm Evening Service

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Anne’s

9.00am, 11.00am (also Saturdays 5.30pm)
Our Lady of Caversham

8.30 and 10.30am, 5pm Mass
St Martin’s School

9.15am Mass
Mapledurham House

6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
There is no URC in Caversham. The nearest is in York Road
over Caversham Bridge.
Morning worship 11am
Evening worship 6. 30pm 1st and 3rd Sundays
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
meet at the Friends’ Meeting House in Church Street
(Reading) for worship at 10.45am. There are classes for
children at the same time. Fortnightly study groups in
Caversham. Tel: 475783.

3rd Reading Cubs with the Mayor and Mayoress

WE RECO

RD

BAPTISED CHILD DEDICATION
St Peter’s Chapel on the Hill
November 17 Tarah Thum“ilood November 10 Hannah Forman
November 24 Kirstin Downham
December7 Laura Manning WAL
St Peter’s

December8 Thomas Lawton

December 29 Lucy King mi

December 28 Stuart Baxter and Victoria
St Anne's
November Danielle Walton Chapel on the Hill

December Sophie Dennis, Naomi Shan-
ley, Hannah Dennehy FUNERALS
St Anne’s
November

Caversham Park

November 10 Lindsey Cooper December

December 21 Paul Duffin and Samantha

December 28 Paul Burden and Ruth Morton

Sophie Dennis
Leon Lyncourt,
Cullum

Caversham Park Church House

Communions

Wednesday, at 10.30am
February 5 — 1Elstow Avenue
(Mavis Davis)
12 — 51 Galsworthy Drive
(Clare Kenchington)

Junior Missionary Association at Caversham Heights M.

February 19 — 12 Lowfield Road

(Margaret Dimmick)

26 — 13 Newton Avenue

(Rosemary Randall)

" —P.J.Bean
ethodist Church

Margaret

Guaranteed Replacement Guttering
and Roof Repairs

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

)

CAVERSHAM WINDOW
CLEANING

LOCAL — RELIABLE
— REASONABLE RATES

Tel: 473675

Clean windows with no mess!

818277

ll Clean your Carpets the Professiona

ananire

| Way
d hire
ESCORT CARPET CLEADR—’

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed
==

=

—_—

J. LUCKETT (Insurance Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE
NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

90206
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