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FESTIVAL TIME

IN READIN(@G 8y zoilus

IT WAS in 1981 that Huntley and Pal-
Tony Smith, Reader mexr‘ls ?gnd l;mw, as
in History at the Nabisco the biscuit
University of Read- firm s still a valued
ing d_eCIded that supporter)_ Mean-
Reading ought to while Murray
have its own Festi- Edwards, then the
val of the Arts. _AS Director of the Hex-
he was a senior ggon became the
figure at the gartistic adviser and

rities. The Festival
had rocketed off to
a glittering start
(and it was to end
with a giant fire-
work display by the
Civic. Centre), and
for the next two
weeks Reading
became a mini-

University it was the backing of Edinburgh with a

natural that the Reading Council
first conception was secured and

should be of a they became, and
Whiteknights based stil] are. a vital

organisation and he ner in th

enlisted the help of S:nrttlre. u 5
Lord Sherfield, the
Chancellor who was
to be an enthusias- oo

tic President of the So on a bright
newly formed Read- Sunday morning in
ing Festival Soci- May 1982 the Read-
ety. And it was he ing Festival was
who was largely Jaunched with a
responsible for choral service at St
enlisting the back- Mary’s Church
ing of a formidable attended by all the
array of national great and the good
figures as Patrons in the district, fol-
— from Sir John jowed by a recep-
Betjeman to the tion. In the evening
Duke of Wellington. the scene shifted to
Meanwhile Tony the Hexagon where
and the committee 5 charity gala con-
worked hard in cert was held in the
securing financial presence of Prin-
backing from many cess Alexandra and
local firms, notably a multitude of local
Metal Box and and national celeb-

=l =)

heady mixture of
art and entertain-
ment ranging from
performances by
the English Cham-
ber Orchestra and
pianist Andre
Tchaikowsky to the
Medieval Players
and an all night
Jazz Festival.
Enough support
and enthusiasm was
shown for this first
venture with top
market local arts
festivals for the
organiser to plan a
follow-up in 1983,
with Tony Smith
still at the helm.

Left to right: Terry Brant, Mr Brian Warren, Tony Evans, Tim Parsons and Jeremy Ellis

JOYOUS EASTER GREETINGS
TO ALL OUR READERS

ELLIOTTS" APPRENTICES

FOUR Elliotts of Certificate in Build-
I Reading appren-

With continuing
support from Read-
ing Council, the
University and
many firms and
individuals this
important feature
of the town’s cultu-
ral life has gone
from strength to
strength and now
we are all looking
forward to the 1985
Festival. It hasn’t
been too easy to fol-
low the magnificent
programme of 1982,
but the standard is
still high and rate-
payers will be
interested to know
that last year’s
event made a small
profit!
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Caversham has
figured in the plan-
ning for each year,
Caversham Court
being the usual

— Walton Adams

venue for some of
the outside shows,
notably the gala
picnic when the
Festival goes gay (in
the traditional
way!) and this year
the theme will be
“School Days”.

So there is plenty
of scope for local
Peter Pans to
prance about in
short trousers or
gym slips. Some
years there has
been a concert in St
Peter’s Church and
perhaps something
of the kind will be
arranged for this
May. But in Reading
there are some very
attractive events
including a choral
concert at the Hex-
agon with the Pro
Arte Orchestra, a
performance by the
Handel Opera Soci-
ety, a Viennese eve-
ning with the

tices have been

8 given awards by the

Reading College of
Technology and the
Annual Presenta-
tion of Prizes and
Certificates took
place on Thursday,
February 7 at the

& College.

o
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Jeremy Ellis, a
trainee estimator,
was awarded the
Metal Box Prize for
the best student at
level II of the Busi-
ness and Techni-
cian Education
Council National

Philharmonia
Orchestra, a con-
cert by Glen Mil-
ier's band, the
Kings Singers — but
there are more good
things than can be
listed here, and the
programmes will be
sent out by the time
you read this.
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All good Festivals
have a Fringe —
light entertainment
that although not
part of the official
Festival, is organ-
ised by supporters
on an ad hoc basis.
The Fringe looks as
though it will be
particularly ambi-
tious this year and
we may find Read-
ing holding its own
Mardi Gras with the
streets filled with
colourful perfor-
mers, parades and
cardboard figures

ing Studies Course.
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Local lad Tony

called Ziggerats, to
bring carnival to
the Thames Valley.

This year the
Reading Arts Festi-
val has a running
association with the
West Reading Com-
munity Festival
which has operated
from West Reading
for some years and
pleased us all with
its Carnival Proces-
sion, street parties,
youth activities and
involvement with
the happy West
Indian community
based on the Oxford
Road. This will fol-
low the Arts Festi-
val starting on May
24 and there is a
possibility that in
future years the two
organisations will
amalgamate and
operate as one bum-
per Reading Festi-
val. But for this year
we can look forward
to May and June as
a time of fiesta,
when Reading
shakes off its rep-
utation in the lei-
sure world as a
place where
nothing happens.

Another local lad,
Terry Brant, (first
on left), was
awarded the Lionel
Elliott Trust Award
for Machine Wood-

working Appren-

Evans, (third from Hpas

left) a joiner, was
awarded the Henry

Stradling Rose od

Bowl for the best H|E
apprentice  at

Advanced Craft I dditi
Certificate Level. n addition to

these prizes, and in
recognition of their
achievements each
of the award win-
ners was presented
with a cheque by Mr
Brian Warren, Man-

Tim Parsons was
awarded one of four
prizes given by the
Reading and New-
bury District Local
Joint Apprentice-
ship and Training aging Director, on
Committee for car- behalf of the
pentry and joinery. Company.
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“IS IT naive to sug-
gest that socio-eco-
nomic problems,
national and inter-
national conflicts,
can be solved by
applying the second
commandment — to
love your neighbour
as yourself?” This
question of naivety
was asked by H. E.
Cardinal Basil
Hume, Archbishop
of Westminster, in
his address at the
Annual Ecumenical
Service for the Cor-
rymeela Commun-
ity on March 3 at the
Minster Church of.
St Mary-the-Virgin,
in Reading. His
question proved to
be rhetorical as he

STAN ELDON SPORTS

STAN ELDON SPORTS

ST MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM

Telephone: READING 473588
BARCLAYCARD AND ACCESS WELCOME

HARMONY AT CORRYMEELA SERVICE
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THE CARDINAL’S QUESTION

replied: “It is naive
to base government
on anything else.”

Corrymeela Link:
Cardinal Hume has
been a Patron of
Corrymeela Link
since its inception
in 1976. Corrymeela
Link is the
appointed agent of
the Corrymeela
Community on this
side of the Irish
Sea. The Link sees
its role as that of
servicing existing
support and
encouraging new
support for the
worki fof"" Cor=
rymeela. It does
this through the dis-
semination of
information with a
comprehensive col-
lection of educative
(in the broadest

sense) materials.
With an office and
committee based in
Reading, Cor-
rymeela Link has a
network of contacts
all over Britain.
The complexity of
the Northern Irish
situation must
never be underesti-
mated, and in its
educative pro-
gramme the Link is
attempting to

unravel some of the
strands. As a result §

of this work, sup-
port for the Cor-
rymeela Commun-
ity is both spiritual
and financial.

Corrymeela Sun-
day: Corrymeela
Link asks Churches

2 |
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and Meetings up ® The Right Rev Graham Foley, Bishop of Reading, with Cardinal Hume

and down the coun-
try to mark the Sun-

AND MANY

FOR YOURBACKTO
SCHOOL WEAR

LARGE SELECTION OF
Football boots (screw-ins
and moulded), hockey
boots, rugby jerseys,
football jerseys, shorts,
socks, skirts,
tracksuits, sweatshirts

STOCKIST OF ALL
HIGHDOWN KIT

OTHER SCHOOLS

blouses,

and Father Gerald Restall at St Mary's Butts church.

day immediately
before St Patrick’s
Day as Corrymeela
Sunday. They are
asked to focus their
thoughts and
prayers on the work
of healing and
reconciliation to
which the Cor-
rymeela Commun-
ity feels itself to be
called, both in its
own society and
throughout the
world. Each year a
major town or city
is chosen as a main
focal point. An
ecumenical service
is held and local
dignitaries are
invited with pat-
rons of the Link, as
well as representa-
tives of the Cor-
rymeela Commun-
ity. In the past the
focal points have
been in London,
Glasgow, Liverpool,
Southampton,
Coventry, and this
year Newcastle
upon Tyne. Another
Sunday in March is
chosen for a Read-
ing based service
because of the
Reading connec-
tion. It has been the
custom to invite one
of the Link's Pat-
rons to be the guest
preacher. Cardinal
Hume has always
indicated his desire
to be with us, but it
has taken some
years for us to find a
mutually conve-
nient date. 1985 —
the Community’s
20th year — will be
designated ‘“‘The

Photo courtesy Evening Post. -

year of the
Archbishops’’
because The Lord
Archbishop of Can-
terbury, Dr Runcie,
another Patron,
preached in
Newcastle on Cor-
rymeela Sunday!

Support from Bri-
tain: Although Cor-
rymeela Link was
only founded in
1976, support from
mainland Britain
began when Coven-
try Cathedral, rec-
ognising the work
for peace which was
being undertaken.
by the Corrymeela
Community, made it
the first member of
Coventry’s world-

wide Cross of Nails
fellowship. The
Cathedral raised
money to build a
staff house and con-
ference centre at
Corrymeela’s
residential site
near Ballycastle in
Co Antrim, in the
early 1970s. Then
two churches in the
Paddington area of
London set them-

A

Venture'' and
closed at the end of
two successful

| years, passing the

baton on to us in
Reading. The very
imaginative and
beautiful ‘“‘Croi”
(Irish for heart) was
built, and is used
not only for worship
but for many activi-
ties which bring
people together.

Sailing on in faith:
The heart of Cor-
rymeela is indeed
worship. Its
founder, the Revd
Dr Ray Davey, is
very aware of the
power of Christian
community, and at
its opening Pastor
Tulio Vinay of Ita-
ly’s Agape Com-
munity, said that
Corrymeela must be
a question mark to
the Churches. Ray
has always been
concerned that Cor-
rymeela should not
be seen as another
sect in a land
beleaguered by sec-
tarianism and divi-
sion, but as a place
where people of all

selves the task of ages and back-

raising £40,000 over
two years to build a
worship centre to
replace a rather
battered tent which
had draughtily
played the part for
10 years. This group
was called “The
London Corrymeela

grounds learn to
ask questions of one
another, of their
own church, and of
their society — and
to listen to the
answers. In his
book “Take away
this hate’’ Ray
likens the journey

Put yourself in

MILWARDS

SHOES

What could be niore fitting ?

:..‘.....I..'......l......’........l...i...........

‘SUPREMA’

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

91217
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of Corrymeela to
the voyage
Christopher Col-
umbus who
recorded in his log:
“No land in sight,
but we sail on”.
There, but by the
Grace of God: In 9
years the Cor-
rymeela Link has
been enabled by
the wonderful sup-
port of men and
women of goodwill
all over Brltam to
hand over in excess
of £200,000 to the
Community. Last
year Corrymeela
House, which had
been rented from
Queen’s University
in Belfast, was
bought for £45,000
so that the vital fol-
low-up work in the
city could continue.
The spiritual sup-
port is incalculable,
but it is greatly
appreciated by the
Community, who
can feel very iso-
lated in the war-
torn province, in
their work for
peace. In our
prayer suggestions
we ask that you pray
not only for peace
workers, leaders in
the community, the
clergy and the
churches, for the
victims of violence
and the bereaved,
but also for the men
and women of vio-
lence: they too con-
tain a spark of the
Creator.
Celebration and
Agony: That
thought brings me
back, at last, (what a
garrulous lot we
Irish are, to be sure)
to Cardinal Hume’s
address. The ser-

vice was a celebra-

of tion, an hour of

thanksgiving, for
the vision and work
of the Corrymeela
Community. It was a
time to thank God
for the hope and
faith, for the love of
a small group who
are battling against
the world’s odds,
day in and day out.
And yet, the Cardi-
nal walked to the
pulpit with a heavy
tread, in his face
was a look of pain:
his opening words
brought the reality
of Ireland’s suffer-
ing into our midst.
He referred to the
Newry mortar
attack on the R.U.C.
station where nine
police officers died,
and another was
shot at point-blank
range that very
morning. Basil
Hume identified as
a man with the
agony and distress
of man’s inhuman-
ity to man; he
grieved with the
bereaved and
empathised with
the grief of the
families who had
lost a loved and
cherished member.
With the Irish
Bishops he con-
demned the vio-
lence and reminded

love can be built.
Love is not just a
feeling, but a deep
understanding of
the special con-
tribution of every
individual who
expresses a unique
facet of God. This,
Cardinal Hume
said, was the work
of the Corrymeela
Community as it
laboured to dis-
cover a better way,
God’s way. The
Cardinal’s words,
though quiet, were
powerful, and
spoke to us all,
exhorting us to see
ourselves and our
fellow-men through
God’s eyes, as loved
individuals, never
as a crowd, to
believe the words of
encouragement, the
compassionate face
of Christ whose con-
cern is for the weak
and the sinners. As
we grow in under-
standing we should
be prepared to
change, to become
missionaries of
love, to live the Gos-
pel, to open our-
selves to God and
therefore to one
another.

After such an
address the service
moved into a higher
gear, and the 850-
strong congrega-

us of the plea of tion, many of whom

Pope John Paul at
Drogheda for an
end to violent
methods. Historical
justification shuts

had come quite a
distance (a number
of whom had come
across the river
from the wilds of

out the hope of Caversham) felt

repentance and
therefore of for-
giveness, repent-
ance and for-
giveness on which a
society based on

able to join in those
powerful words:
“Break down the
walls that separate
us, and unite us in a
single body” as we

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY
BY LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND

SERVICE

COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE

BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

TAILOR-MADE LOOSE COVERS

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

Proprietor: H. Ellis

6 Prospect Street, Caversham

Reading RG4 8JG
Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold

Corrymeela

. . is the Gaelic word which means THE HILL OF HARMONY

CORRYMEELA is a Commumty of about
130 men and women, mostly lay, of all
Christian denominations who annually
dedicate themselves to be INSTRUMENTS
OF GOD’S PEACE.

All the work undertaken by the Cor-
rymeela Community is an attempt to work
out their commitment in their society to
heal the breaches — social, political and
religious — in Northern Ireland today.

celebrated our
differences, with
renewed under-
standing of the
vitality of those
differences.

Bind us together:
We were all there at
that service: Angli-
cans and Roman
Catholics, Baptists
and Methodists,
Quakers and United
Reformed, to men-
tion but a few,
brought together by
the vision of a small
group of concerned
students and their
University Chap-
lain, Ray Davey,
who founded the
Corrymeela Com-

% | munity in 1965, and

the presence of a
Man of God, H. E.
Cardinal Basil
Hume, whose sim-
ple yet profound
message made a
nonsense of the wis-
dom of the world.
“Live the Gospel,
love God, love your
neighbour as you
love yourself'.
Naive? According
to my Concise
Oxford Dictionary,
“Naive: artless,
unaffected, amu-
singly simple”. This
sort of living
demands all — total
commitment, to my
mind a lifetime’s
work, but the only

ay.
ANN VARMA

For further information
about Corrymeela, please
contact: Corrymeela Link,

2| P.0. Box 118, Reading RG1

1SL (Tel: 589800).

WHERE IS
CORRYMEELA?

CORRYMEELA'S OPEN VILLAGE
On the windswept and beautiful North Antrim coast near Ballycastle is
Corrymeela's residential centre where over 100 people can be accommo-
dated in the various areas on the site

There is Coventry House, the Main House. the Youth Village and the
Cottages. All these are broughl together by An Croi (pronounced “cree”)
another Gaelic word meaning “the heart". This beautiful and imaginative
building is the worship and communal centre. In it the different groups
staying on the site can meet and share

CORRYMEELA HOUSE
In Belfast, situated near the University in one of Belfast's few mixed areas.
is the non-residential nerve centre of Corrymeela’s city work It like the

Ballycastle Centre, is a place of meeting, a place of hope and peace. As well
as the secretarial staff, Corrvmeela House is the base for Corrymeela's
community worker and youth worker

ALL OVER NORTHERN IRELAND

The work of Corrymeela can never be confined by walls or limited to
localities. Its influence is boundless and is spreading all the time through
members, friends, helpers and the many people who visit Corrymeela each

PEPPERS

Window Cleaning
Service

470391

* * * *

Domestic and Contract
Quotations Supplied
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RESIDENTS'

Decay in

all around
ONE of the Holm oak
trees in St Martin's
Precinct has, alas,
succumbed at last to
ill treatment and by
the time you read this

VIEWPOINT

By WATCHDOG

will have disap-
peared. These two
trees were all that
remained of Caver-
sham House Academy

where Francis
Knighton and his son
held sway as

respected schoolmas-

Holloway’s @

Incorporating
BUCKELL & BALLARD FINE ARTSand
NICHOLAS AUCTION DEPARTMENT
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 High Street, Streatley, RG89HY
Tel. Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

From our last collectors’ selection
A professional service from complete contesnts to a single
item Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice. Entries for future sales invited
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes
We are agents for

T,

BUILDING SOCIETY
25188

and at 49 Parsons Street,
Banbury, Oxfordshire
The professional alternative to London

Telephone (0734) 476026

R. CHANDLER

PAINTER AND
DECORATOR

4 Pembroke Place
Caversham, Reading

Estimates free
1

E.&R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing .
Accident and insurance work
undertaken
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JORDAN BROS :

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL
HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Readin
Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266
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ters in the nineteenth
and early twentieth
centuries. About six
years ago St Martin’s
Property Corporation
saw fit, for reasons
best known to them-
selves, to build a
raised bed round one
of the Holm oaks and
some of the other
trees in the precinct, a
procedure that in
almost all cases,
guarantees the even-
tual demise of the
tree. Last summer’s
concrete was simply
the last straw, and
bores taken showed
that the interior of the
tree had crumbled to
dust. A dangerous
tree order was conse-
quently served on the
owners.

St Martin’s, their
borrowed conserva-
tion garments sitting
strangely upon them,
shed crocodile tears
at the news that their
beloved tree was to go
at the behest of a
hard-hearted local
authority, but finding
that this stance, plus
the requirements of
the Tree Preservation
Order legislation,
meant that a felled
tree had to be
replaced, have agreed
to plant another tree,
most probably an Eng-
lish oak, to replace it.
A Holm oak of a kind
suitable for planting
in this public spot,
can only be obtained
from Italy. Mr
Knighton, of course,
grew his in the
privacy of his garden.

The other Holm oak,
which was not suffo-
cated, is fortunately
healthy. Some of the
chestnuts need bran-
ches removing and the
sycamores at the back
are past their peak,

THE first Annual
General Meeting of
the Emmer Green
Residents' Associ-
ation will be held on
Thursday April 11,
1985 at 8pm at St Bar-
nabas Church Hall,
Grove Road, Emmer
Green, and in addi-
tion to existing mem-
bers. all newcomers
are most welcome

Co)yf=sy

Since the formation
of the Association last
year membership has
increased to over one
hundred and sixty
families and con-
tinues to grow. The
aim of the Association

not helped by having
been imprisoned first
in raised beds and
then in concrete.
These will remain for
a few more years until
a new semi-mature
tree, of a higher social
class than a sycamore,
which is to be planted
near them, has grown
to a suitable size to
hold its own.

The group of people
who came to the
rescue of these trees
back in the summer of
last year will be
disappointed that
their efforts came too
late. However if it had
not been for the atten-
tion their actions
brought to bear on the
matter, St Martin’s
would have been their
usual intransigent
selves.

Pavements and
Playgrounds

It is not only trees
that fall victims to age
and damage. Pave-
ments also suffer, as a
recent issue of this
newspaper pointed
out, and particularly
bad is the upstream
side of Caversham
Bridge. The Resi-
dents’ Association
complained about it
and in his reply the
Director of Technical
Services agreed that
their remarks were
entirely justified. He
has requested funding
for its complete
reconstruction, its
being beyond patch-
ing up, from the
County Council, but
was not even expect-
ing a rei)ly from his
letter till the end of
March (this was Jan-
uary). It looks like

being months at least,
if not more than a

is to ensure, as far as
possible, that the
development and
amenities of Emmer
Green and district are
in the best interests of
the residents of the
area.

===

In this respect the
Association is in close
ialson with the
“aversham Residents’
Association, and their
interests are often to
the mutual benefit of
their respective
members.

(50 ] 1

As members are

aware, the Associ-

year, before it will be

safe to walk over the
bridge admiring the

view instead of mak-
ing sure you haven't
u)t your foot down a
ole.

It will certainly be
years before anything
1s done about
deteriorating equip-
ment in local playing
fields. For the mos

art it is either

roken or has been
removed in the
interests of safety.
The play area in West-
field Road, formerly
heavily used as it is in
an area of small gar-
dens, is in a parti-
cularly sorry state.
The acting Leisure
Officer said, in reply
to the Residents’
Association’s letter,
that he had plans to
upgrade children’s
playgrounds through-
out the borough, and
this was one of those
on the list for
improvement. Equip-
ment incorporating
the latest designs for
safety and creative
lay would be instal-
ed in due course.

So wait for it, kids,
because that is
exactly what you’ll
have to do. You'll be
lucky if you get it
before 1987, by which
time some of you will
have left playgrounds
behind you for the
younger fry. Two
years is a long time in
the life of a child.

Chiltern Edge
Transport

Children seem to be
getting the rough edge
of cuts in local govern-
ment expenditure all
along the line.
Parents living in the

EMMER GREEN RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

ation is currently con-
cerned with the pro-
posed construction of
the Third Reading
Bridge and the pro-
?osed development of
ive hundred houses
in Hemdean Bottom,
and these items
together with other
matters of concern,
will be discussed at
the forthcoming meet-
ing. Your own support
would be most wel-
come and further
details would be
gladly supplied by
either the secretary,
Alan Perrin (Reading
474625) or the chair-
man, David Miles
(Reading 475576).
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outer areas of Caver-
sham which were
formerly in Oxford-
shire are up in arms at
Berkshire's decision
to cease to provide
transport for their
children to get to Chil-
tern Edge School, on
the grounds that it is
under three miles to
get there. As there is
no public transport
between the Wood-
cote Road area and
Chiltern Edge, this
means the children
must either walk or
their parents must
take them by car. Not
all parents have a car
and for those who
have it is not neces-
sarily available to do
a twice daily journey
into Oxfordshire. The
walk is dangerous as
the roads have no
footpaths for most of
their way, and if there
are alternative
stretches where the
traffic is lighter, these
are very lonely, parti-
cularly on winter eve-
nings. Even if parents
are prepared and able
to accompany their
children, which would
entail walking nearly
twelve miles each day,
this would not guaran-
tee their safety as lack
of footpaths makes
walking dangerous for
anyone.

These parents
mostly have no choice
where they send their
children as Highdown
can only take a few of
them. The Count
Council should thin
again. Most parents
would be prepared to
pay a reasonable fare
to allow their chil-
dren to use the bus. It
is safety rather than
cost that is their

greatest concern. No
responsible members
of the Education Com-
mittee would send
their eleven year olds
off on that walk, and
they should not
expect other people
to. The three mile rule
is outdated now.
Safety is as important
as distance and penny
pinching here could
end in tragedy for
some family.

Hemdean
Valley

The Caversham
Residents’ Associ-
ation’s representative
at the public inquiry
into the smaller site
in Hemdean Valley,
that adjacent to the
built-up area with out-
line consent already
granted, put up a good
case and showed what
an important con-
tribution could be
made by someone
with intimate local
knowledge. She was
also able to espy the
deliberate use out of
context of a letter
from the Civic Society,
who were unable to be
present. There is
obviously no substi-
tute for actually being
present at a public
inquiry, as has been
seen on every occa-
sion when the Resi-
dents’ Association has
been personally rep-
resented. It does,
though, depend on
someone being avail-
able in normal work-
ing hours, and this
rules out many
people. For the
Inquiry into the large
site a massive turn out
will make all the
difference.

TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

324 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading, Berks
Tel. Reading 479955

Retail deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and
Friday

HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND
DELIVERED

90202

CURTAINS
FITTED CARPETS

John Kitcher & Son Lid

Carpets cleaned on site
5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Telephone 472306

PELMETS
LOOSE COVERS
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STATEMENT BY THE RECTOR OF
CAVERSHAM AND MAPLEDURHAM

AT ITS recent session
the General Synod of
the Church of England
decided that the deci-
sion whether to permit
marriage in church of
anyone who has a part-
ner still livin (|e is
divorced) shoufd be left
to the individual parish
incumbent.

Already | have had

Divor

several inquiries from’

couples who fall mlo
this category. It ma

helpful to state pubrlcly
what effect General
Synod’s decision will
have on this parish.
Since the responsibility

nd Re-marriage

rests with the incum-
bent, | wish to make it
clear that in Caversham

and Maﬂledurham
there will be no change
in policy.

In civil law a parish

priest can conduct a
wedding ceremony for
a couple, one of whom
has been divorced.
Acting as Registrar, he
is empowered to con-
duct the full ceremony
according to the rites of

the established Church
of England. I shall con-
tinue to exercise this
right in civil law only in
the most exceptional
circumstances. The
general policy will
remain that the

TO POLAND
WITH LOVE

I HAVE never per-
sonally taken a
particular interest
in the nation of
Poland — no more
than in any other
country — so it was
quite a surprise to
me when, in Octo-
ber 1983, I received
an invitation to visit
that country and
speak to a group of
pastors in the
evangelical church
there. The church
at Caversham Hill
Chapel has been
involved for a num-
ber of years with
John Thorne, a
Reading man, who
has been visiting
Christians in
Poland since 1968.
And it was through
John that Jeff How-
den, the pastor of

the Lodden Vale
Fellowship on the
south side of Read-
ing, and I were
invited to go and
see the situation for
ourselves.

ao
oo

in October
1984 Jeff and I
visited Warsaw, the
capital, for four
days. During that
time we got to know
the pastor of the
evangelical church
in Warsaw, Pastor
Tadeusz Jarosz, and
his church. We
spent most of the
time preaching, and
teaching a grour
pastors and la
readers who had
come to Warsaw for

JENNING

Telephone Rea

Telephone Rea

FAMILY BUTCHERS

10% DISCOUNT

GIVEN OFF CURRENT
RETAIL PRICES
ON PURCHASES

OVER £25

CAVENDISH ROAD,
THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST
Telephone Reading 23738

3 READING ROAD, HENLEY
Telephone Henley 78152

S BROS

BRANCHES AT:

PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471528

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM

ding 475939

EMMER GREEN
ding 474087

13032

that weekend.

Then, we were
invited to go back
for a longer visit. So
it was that, in
February this year,
Jeff and I left for
Poland again, this
time to stay for
twelve days.

ao
a0

We arrived in
Warsaw on January
30. After sharing a
meal and a com-
munion service
with the Christians
in Warsaw, we were
taken to the railway
station and put on a
train for a nine and

; a half hour over-

night journey (not
to be recom-
mended!) to the
south-west of
Poland. We arrived
at Jelenia Gora, a
town situated close
to the border with
Czechoslovakia, at
7.30 in the morning.
We were met by a
group of young
people’'s leaders
and taken to a
house in the coun-
tryside, where we
were to spend the
first eight days of
our stay.

ad
oo

There we met
with a group of
about twenty young
eople and their
eaders for a week
of teaching,
counselling and
fellowship. The
teaching, about
“The Kingdom of
God” was received
enthusiastically by
the young people
who shared a clear
desire to experi-
ence the rule of God
in their lives. Most
days we sat into the
early hours of the
next morning shar-

By Chris

Justice,

Pastor of Caversham
Hill Chapel

ing with individuals
the good news
about Jesus — how
we can be abso-
lutely sure of eter-
nal life as we come
to him and trust our
lives to him. It was
thrilling to see a
number of the teen-
agers open their
lives up to the Lord
and receive him as
their Lord and
Saviour.

At the end of our
time in Jelenia
Gora we travelled
back (through the
night again!) to War-
saw. We were
greeted by tempera-
tures of 25°F and
were grateful for all
the warm clothes
we had taken with
us.

ad
ad

In Warsaw we met
with a group of
twenty-five pastors
who had come from

point pens, razors
etc were very
gratefully received.
The spiritual need
is also great. We
encountered a great
hunger for the good
news of the Lord

Church’s teaching will
be adhered to — that
marriage is indissolu-
ble. 1 shall continue to

-offer the service of

Blessing and Thanks-
giving after a civil mar-

riage ceremony. | do
this in the belief
(strengthened by
experience) that such a
Service of Blessin

offers the couple a ric

and full opportunity to
rejoice before God and
their families and
friends as they embark
upon what they intend
to be a lasting commit-
ment to each other in
marriage. As far as | am
concerned, the Bishop
of Oxford’s expectation
that his clergy will con-
tinue to maintain the
Church’s discipline still
holds firm: “In order to
maintain the principle
of lifelong ogligalion
which is inherent in
every legally con-
tracted marriage and is

expressed in the
plainest terms in the
Marriage Service, the
Churc should not
allow the use of that
service in the case of

anyone who has a for-

mer partner still living.’
=1iE=

This remains the

policy of the Church of
England in this parish.
To leave it to the parish
priest, as Synod in
effect has done, is to
make geographical resi-
dence the key factor
and is grossly unfair
and inept in a matter of
such wital importance
both to a couple seek-
ing a second marriage
and to a principle
which merits a consis-
tent policy in a sup-

posedly national
church.
Richard Kingsbury

(Rector)

Jesus Christ. How
he can forgive us
and give us the cer-
tainty of eternal life
— and not because
of what WE do, but
because of his
strong love and
grace that can hold
us once we have
received him as
Saviour and Lord.

o
ao

I consider it a pri-
vilege to have had
the opportunity to
visit our brothers
and sisters in
Poland — and thank
the Lord for it. We
are now praying
about what our
future involvement
should be.

Visit Caversham'’s exciting new
gift shop, situated less than 100
yards from Caversham Bridge and
close to 3 free car parks. Choose
from our extensive range

Pictures and picture framing —

cards and gift wrapping — china —

glass — silver and enamelled jewellery —
collectors thimbles and accessories —
Lymington glass mystiques —
photograph frames.

We offer a gift wrapping service and are
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard.

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM
Telephone [0734] 471977

all over Poland to
be with us for the
weekend. We taught
them from ten in
the morning until
six in the evening
each day and were
delighted to be able
to serve them in thi¢
way. They received
our words with such
obvious gratitude
that Jeff and I were

really over-
whelmed.
Materially, the

people are quite
poor — the average
wage is the equiva-
lent of £25 a month
— and fresh foods
and petrol are
rationed.

Many of the things
that you and 1
would consider
‘‘everyday items”
are impossible to
obtain there. So the
gifts we took from
our churches. of
chocolate. women's

tights, socks. ball

HUGGINS OLIVER & TAYLOR
SOLICITORS

14 Church St, Caversham
Tel: 477678

CONVEYANCING

AND ALL OTHER LEGAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE COST
FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN ON REQUEST

823261
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

GOSBROOK ROAD
REVIEW

HAVING just typed

the ‘‘Calendar of
Events™ for Caver-
sham Methodist

Church, it is a revela-
tion to find that
between March and
September the
church, in some form
or other, is involved in
some 56 separate
events, not including
regular Church ser-
vices except for a few
special ones. These
events include, out-
ings for the ladies, BB
Camp in Holland,
Band events as far
afield as Nottingham
and Sheffield, train-
ing weekends for the
Duke of Edinburgh's
Award Group, Circuit
events and a concert
by The Sainsbury
Singers. This large
calendar can make
some arduous tasks,
but these are vastly
outweighed by the joy
and sense of belong-
ing one finds in join-
ing in these events.

==
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During the last few
months the outside of
the hall has changed
considerably, as the
men have been build-
ing a large patio and

wall, which will
enhance the look of
the premises

tremendously. A ramp
has been built for
wheelchair access as
the first part of a pro-
ject to “up-date” the
premises. Work inside
the ancillary build-
ings will continue as
funds become avail-
able

On Saturday Febru-
ary 23 Rev Alan Elgar
and his wife Pat came
to the church to lead
the Overseas Missions
evening. They spoke
about their work in

Zimbabwe. Alan Elgar
is now Minister of
Whitley Hall and Wes-
ley Methodist
churches.

The Ambassador
Colour Guard have
improved greatly in
their “Winter Guard"
competitions, starting
with a score of 11, they
then moved up to a
score of 22 and at
Hemel Hempstead on
March 3 they
increased their score
to 32.4. This gave them
a second place and a
trophy to bring home.
Congratulations to all
for the tremendous
amount of hard work
and time which has
been given.

Ladies from the
church joined other
Caversham ladies for
the Women's World
Day of Prayer service
at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church.
This was a beautiful
service and the mes-
sage given by Mrs
Thornhill from The
New Testament
Church of God was
very well received. It
was a joy to share in
the service with other
Christians in Caver-
sham.

News from America

Rev Herbert Glenn
writes: “We, just last
week — New Year's
Day to be exact — had
a severe ice storm. Ice
froze on even the tall
grasses in the field
until the blades were
thicker with ice than
pencils. The weight of
a Y% inch thickness of
ice on every twig and
tree limb and electri-
cal wire caused many
to break; and so in our
County of Oakland,
where it was worst,
thousands of homes
had no electricity and

we had none in our
house (manse) from
8.30am January 1
through 4pm Sunday
January 6. Since
everything in our
house is either cooked
with electricity or
controlled by electric-
ity except the gas
water heater, we had
no heat for all of that
time except the fire-
place in the base-
ment.

That meant that the
inside temperature
went down to 38°F and
the basement,
because of the fire,
about 50°F.

[ [)
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For some reason the
electricity remained

on in the Church for 3

all of this time, so we
opened it up for any-
one who wished
refuge. We called the
24 hour News Station
of Detroit, and the
local police station,
and we kept people

who brought their °

own sleeping bags and
blankets and cots.

Olive-Mae and I, with §8

the help of several of
our parishioners, and
with food we already
had in our Church’s
emergency food
closet, served three
hot meals a day
throughout the
emergency period.

Everything is back
to normal now and we
have about six inches
of snow.”

Rev Herb and Mrs
Olive-Mae Glenn live
in Pontiac, Michigan,
where he is Pastor of
Central United
Methodist Church.
They send their
regards and love to all
their friends in Caver-
sham.

= Nicholas l?§§,z

ESTATE AGENTS
13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst,
Streatley, Woodley, Earley and Mortimer)

BEST COVERAGE
LOWEST COMMISSION

TELEPHONE READING 479665
1%1% SOLE AGENCY

If you think of selling now or in the near future, please contact us at the above

address and we will provide a free valuation and
of selling and buying. No sal

rmlessional advice on all aspects
e — no fee.

W Central United Methodist Church — Pontiac proved to be a refuge from the cold
this winter.

B Members laying the patio outside the Church Hall.

ST JOHN'S new
organist is Len David.
He comes from Read-
ing and he and his
wife Rachel live at 50
Beecham Road, in
West Reading. He had
a variety of jobs
before deciding in
1979 he would make a
complete change. Len
had already taken an
external music course
with Trinity College,
London, and he
entered the London
College of Music as a
mature student. First
Len studied the piano
and organ. However
he wanted to be able
to play with orches-
tras, so he added the
clarinet and saxo-
phone to his studies.

(=
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By 1982 he was an
Associate of the Lon-
don College of Music
(AICM) and he was
also qualified to teach
music. Len plans to
help with St John’s
choir. He is also ready
to play hymns ‘“by
request” as gart of the
prelude to the Sunday
morning service. If
there is a hymn which
has a special signifi-
cance because it is
associated with a
particular event in
your life — a wedding,
confirmation or fune-
ral i)erhaps. and you
would like it played
on that anniversary
then do tell Len.

ST JOHN’

. His “hobby music”
is “tramp jazz” and
1920s-40s tunes, and
he has a great interest
in opera. Len's other
hobby is 1950's MGs
and motorbikes, and
their bits and pieces.
The pride of the col-
lection is a 1947
Matchless 350, as used
in the second world
war.

Len and Rachel
once set out on holi-

— Eunice Cooper

S NOTES

day to Turkey on a

1945 model. The
dynamo failed at
Dover, and they had
no lights to help them
through the European
road tunnels. The
whole bike “more or
less” blew up at Dub-
rovnik, and they all
three had to come
home.

Rachel is a signwri-
ter and she and Len
run their own busi-

SNOWDROP
TIMEIN
MAPLEDURHAM

THE January hard weather,
the snow and the ice made
access to St Margaret's by
way of the hill impassable.
Not deterred, most of the
congregation accepted the
kind hospitality of St
Andrew's on two Sundays.
We appreciate the warm
welcome which they
received and also the warm
church temperature, a con-
trast to that of St Mar-
garet's!

At last they were able to
return to St Margaret's,
most of the snow having
gone, revealing a carpet of
snowdrops. At one Family
Eucharist they were inspired
to sing about these snow-
drops

Why do snowdrops come so
early
When is it cold to grow?

They are messengers from
heaven

God is love you know

Thank Him, praise Him for His
tender care

He will make us like the
snowdrops pure and fresh
and fair

ness. It is pleasant to

be able to report it is

coming along nicely.
* * *

Linda Sheosmith
passed her Nursery
Nursing Examination
Board in February.
Linda has overcome
several accidents and
periods of ill health
while she has been
studying and St John’s
congratulate her on
her success.

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

s i of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
‘ Telephone 471124

w150
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W Conductor Norman Morris and his Phoenix Choir in St Peter’s Church.
—E. S. Archer

The Phoenix Choir in St Peter’s

THE superblK blend-
e

ing voices of the Read-
ing Phoenix Choir,
conducted by Norman
Morris, delighted a
large audience in St
Peter’s Church on
March 2. The pro-
gramme varied from
the section of sacred
music, including the
exciting ‘“Jesus and
the Traders” and the
moving “Crucifixus”,
through Folk songs, to
the light-hearted
“Going to the Zoo”
with appropriate
mimes. The solo clar-

inet player, Anne
Bray, and a hilarious
behatted quartet of
“travel agents” inter-
spersed the choral
works. The whole pro-
gramme, from the
oFening solo singing
of “Beauty for Ashes”
as the Choir walked
around the Church,
was presented with
warmth and good
humour, reflected in
the reception they
received.

The Choir are to be
thanked for their
wonderful music. The

evening raised appro-
ximately £200 towards
the setting up, in
Church House, of the
planned co-ordina-
tion and “pop-in” cen-
tre. This will act as a
focal point for local
caring organisations,
offering a wide range
of help, and matching

volunteers with
needs. The Link
Group and the Good

Neighbour Scheme,
jointly planning the

Centre, are most
grateful to the
Phoenix Choir.

ST ANNE’S NEWS

AT THE beginning of February
the total in the Parish African
Famine Appeal stood at
£2,440.92. A Parish Dance was
further to have boosted the
fund but unfortunately had to
be cancelled owing to a con-
flict of charities, both the band
and the hall being double
booked for other worthy
causes! This leaves the family
fast day (held on March 1) to
add the final touch to the grand
total; meanwhile half of every
£1 membership fee paid to the
parish social club will have

been donated to the Appeal as
well.

Fund-raising activities for
March have been aimed at
local needs, with a Parents’
Association Easter Fair hard on
the heels of another parish
sale; and, an example to us all,
the social club has entered a fit
team of four for the half-
marathon: money from spon-
sors will go towards Hall
improvements, needed before
the elusive licence can be got.

Back to wider-ranging

topics: in a parish newsletter
Fr Meagher encouraged
parishioners, on the occasion
of a parliamentary debate on
the Warnock report, to protest
and petition actively against
the kind of “Brave New World"
experimentation the report is
concerned with. A bit remote
from our ordinary parish lives?
But we can't ignore the need
for people like ourselves to
speak out clearly about our
beliefs; which new scientific
discoveries and new legislation
cannot invalidate or replace.

P

WEST BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY HEALTH
COUNCIL

The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the

public’s interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham,
Reading and West Berkshire.

The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local

authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the

community. They form an experienced independent group,

representing your health care interests.

Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and
notes are put in the local press

The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the

weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or

For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff
John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678

- complaints on any aspect of local health affairs — from
individuals or from community or other groups — are
welcome.

The more views that come to hand the better the Council can

act on your behalf.
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NEWS FROM THE HILL CHAPEL

LIVING here in
Caversham, it is
easy for us to forget
that God's family is
worldwide, and that
He is drawing
people to Himself
everywhere. So this
month we were
really encouraged
to hear how the
Church is being
planted and estab-
lished in Borneo.

Tom Hamblin,
whose home is in
Reading, has been
working with the
tribal church since
1975. It was then
that the Lord
clearly sent him to
Borneo, with the
knowledge that the
work would be
established in a
decade. With those
ten years almost up,
we were thrilled to
hear just some of
what has been
achieved during
that time.

Over this last

year. Tom and his
wife Edna have
mainly been work-
ing in Singapore
and Kuala Lumpur,
informing Christ-
ians there of the
needs of Borneo
and inspiring them
to both pray and
cross the cultural
barrier for them-
selves. As Tom was
able to send groups
of Chinese people
of all denomina-
tions into Borneo,
many were So
touched by the Holy
Spirit that they
didn't want to go
home! Those who
went to expound
God’s word to the
tribal people were
able to come into
the very real
experience of God's
presence and
power amongst
them.

Tom told us of one
man called Singah,
called to be an
evangelist to the tri-
bal people. Singah

MAPLEDURHAM

SUNDAY afternoon,
February 3, saw a
great gathering of
people at Trench
Green Hall to say
farewell to Mrs Dur-
rant who had lived in
Mapledurham for
some thirty years.
How grateful many
must have been that
Judy Wright and other
friends in the village
had the wonderful
idea to gather so many
together for a goodbye
tea party. All the
many members of her
family and numerous
old friends from as far
apart as Henley, Gor-
ing and Tilehurst
came to wish Mrs Dur-

Caversham
Heights
Methodist
News

AS PART of the
Church’s 76th Anni-
versary Celebrations

.| on Saturday, April 20,

Hucclecote Methodist
Church, Gloucester,
are staging a perform-
ance of “Greater than
Gold’’, a musical
about Mary Jones and
her Bible. There is a
lot of audience par-
ticipation, so it should
be of appeal to all age

groups.
=5
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“Greater than Gold"
will be presented at
6.30pm in Caversham
Heights Church and
all friends in Caver-
sham will be very wel-
come. There will be a
retiring collection for
the Bible Society.

rant well for the
future in her new
home at Sonning
Common.

=] {[5s)

Not since Mrs
Crocker retired from
Mapledurham Post
Office has there been
such a gathering.
Everyone was most
generous in bringing
contributions to the
sumptuous tea.

All good wishes for
a long and happy time
at Sonning Common,
Mrs Durrant, and
many thanks for your
contributions to the
life of the village
which include looking

has a wife and five
children. but felt
God’'s call to a
remote tribal area
where one previous

evangelist had
already heen
poisoned. Without
money, but in
obedience, he
approached the

headman of the vil-
lage and asked if he
could rent a room.
A room was avail-
able, but all pre-
vious occupants
had committed
suicide! Singah was
not to be discour-
aged. Although he

was well aware of

the powers of evil
spirits, he claimed

the room for the
Lord, and it was
freed of the dark-
ness which had
engulfed it.

a0
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For six months he
worked with the
people, teaching

NEWS

after St Margaret's
Church so beautifully
for many years.

* * *

Miss Brenda Coles

Those who remem-
ber the time in the
late fifties and early
sixties when the
Reverend Coles lived
at the Vicarage with
his two maiden sisters
will be sad to hear of
the death of Brenda
Coles. For many years
she had survived her
brother and sister at
their home at Bexhill
on Sea. For her life
among them, those at
Mapledurham are
truly thankful.

them how to grow
better food for their
families and learn-
ing the language.
During this time the
pagan practices
continued
appeasing the spir-
its and orgies of
drunkenness
Normally during
these drunken
orgies many village
children died of
neglect, but Singah
and his wife worked
ceaselessly to save
them. The people
were amazed! It
opened the door to
the wonderful Gos-
pel of Light! In just
two and a half years
2,400 tribal people
were baptised,
seven churches
planted amongst
them and their
whole way of life
changed!

This is just one
example of the
power of God over
the evil one. Tom
was able to share
with us many mira-
cles of God's power
pagan fetishes
and charms being
miraculously burnt
up by fire. large
groups of new
Christians given
gifts of tongues
even before they
had heard of the
Holy Spirit. and
many healings. How
exciting to know
that God does not
change! We felt our-
selves being chal-
lenged by Tom's
visit to us. We must
be open to God. to
allow Him to work
as He desires, and
to give Him the
glory when He does
intercede.

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
fair and honest prices. -
Give her aring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered
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AUTO ELECTRICAL AND
MOTOR COMPONENTS

LEADING SUPPLIERS OF

MON/TUE 8.45-6.00

ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS

FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS

FREE ALTERNATOR AND STARTER CHECKS
WED/SAT 8.45-5.30

THUR/FRI 8.45-6.00 SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS
49 DONKIN HILL CAVERSHAM, READING

Reading 472175

VANDERPUMP &
WELLBELOVE

_and Wellesley-Smith & Co

TRY OUR BATTERY PRICES

AT THE recent
Annual General Meet-
ing of the Church the
Secretar{. Mr Ber-
nard Miller, opened
his report by referring
to 1984 as the year
having sinister over-
tones arising from
George Orwell’s
novel, but notwith-
standing the prophecy

CHARTERED
SURVEYORS

AUCTIONEERS
AND ESTATE AGENTS ALUERS

Sales of Antique Furniture and Other Effects

6 STATION ROAD, READING

Telephone 53211 and branches

A FREE ESTIMATE

PLUMBING, HEATING

AND GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN AND BATHROOM SPECIALIST

Reading RG4 8RE

Telephones: Reading 473468 or 473003
LET US CALL AND GIVE YOU

J. D. Sansum & Son

24 Stuart Close, Emmer Green

hocte

of doom it passed
happily for the Bap-
tist Church. The roll
of members rose to
158 — the highest
number for many
years. During the year
five Services of
Believers'’ Baptism
were held when, as on
other occasions, the
congregations over-
flowed the normal
seating — another
prophet of Orwell’s ilk
said the place would
not be big enough.

During the year two
of the younger mem-

A MEETING of the
goup was held at the

ectory on March 25.
The Chairman wel-
comed Mrs Felicity
Radford who came to
tell members about
the work of the
National Childbirth
Trust. The Trust was
founded in 1956 with

J.A.TILBURY & €O

Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors
SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND
PLANTED
PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS

305 Wokingham Road, Earley
Phone: Reading 662821

Tree and shrub department NOW OPEN at rear of
Cook’s, 30 Silver Street, Reading. Tel. 867338

90295

the aim of promotin,
education in al
aspects of parent-
hood. It runs ante-
natal classes, gives
support with
breastfeeding and
practical post-natal
advice and help. The
Trust publishes help-
ful leaflets in aspects
of pregnancy and
parenthood. Informa-
tion is given on pro-
cedures and drugs
used during child-
birth. Those working
for the Trust have
good relations with

BOOKS

ANTIQUARIAN AND SECOND-HAND
R.D. and J. HOOKER

Reputable local dealers always interested in
purchasing good condition old and modern books

Any quantity — can call
479864 after 2pm

823265

=4
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Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING

AT HOME

PASSPORT

90296

midwives and hospi-
tals and conferences
are held between
mothers and the medi-
cal profession. Many
members visit schools
to helf: prepare young
eople for parent-
ood. There is good
+tpost-natal support
and young mothers
can be put in touch
with members with
children of their own
to give help where
needed. Finally some
groups organise get-
togethers for mothers
and small children.
Mrs Radford (tel:
470861) has organised
such a group and
would welcome
inquiries. Mrs Rad-
ford is Chairman of
the Reading Branch.

Members were kept
up to date with the

BAPTIST
NEWS
Holy Writ

bers had engaged in
full-time Christian
service overseas.
Sally-Ann Ousley was
accepted by Tear
Fund for work in
Bangladesh and Sue
Sanders was workin

for Trans-Worl

Radio in Monaco. At
home the Minister,
the Revd Dennis Wel-
ler, had been elected
Vice-President of the
Berks Baptist Associ-
ation and would take
over as President at
the next Annual
Assembly in June
1985. Mrs Peggy Ide
had been elected
President of the Read-
ing District Council
and the “evergreen”
Mr Leslie Wyeth had
been made an honor-
ary member of the
Berks Baptist Associ-
ation in recognition of
his long service to the
association and in
particular to the

LINK GROUP

settmiup of the office
in Church House
which will be open
shortly. Names of
volunteers who can
ive the help asked
or by many organisa-
tions are needed for
the files. Please con-
tact Mrs Susie Robin-
son (478371) or Mrs
Vera Scott (479179).
The “pop-in” Centre
in Church House is
also opening shortly
on Tuesday and
Thursday mornings.
Volunteers are
needed to make and
serve coffee, to sit and
chat or just to listen,
(men or women!).
Please contact Mrs
Doreen Bennett
(473096) or any Link
Group member. Possi-
ble names for the cen-
tre are being con-
sidered, one sugges-
tion being Caversham
Voluntary Care Cen-
tre. This has still to be
settled.

The fortnightl{) tea
parties have been
resumed with the bet-
ter weather and con-
tinue to be popular
and worthwhile with
the many elderly and
housebound.

The annual Good as
New Sale was dis-
cussed — this to take
place on May 11 (see
separate notice). The
Group will be grateful
for offers of goods for
sale (not jumble).

Final arrangements
were made for the
concert by the
Phoenix Choir in St
Peter’'s Church on
March 2 in aid of the
Centre in Church
House. This is
reported on else-
where.

church at Brimpton
where he was Lay-
Pastor.

There had been no
major changes in the
pattern of church acti-
vities during the year.
A measure of the
vitality of the Church
could be gauged from
the fact that twenty-
one organisations
catering for all ages
had submitted reports
of their activities.
Bible study by house-
groups flourished
throughout the year,
there being four
groups with an aver-
age weekly attend-
ance totalling fifty.

Meetings had been
held by the Minister
and Deacons with the
Area Superintendent
and other officials to
explore the possibili-
ties of outreach in the
Sonning Common and
Peppard areas. Unfor-
tunately this door had
closed and it was con-
sidered that efforts
should be focused on
Caversham in view of
the large number of
contacts which
existed through the
organisations. The
appointment of an
Assistant Minister
had been considered
but the first contact, a
lady, did not meet
with sufficient accegt-
ance to enable the
Church to proceed.

In concluding his
report, Mr Miller paid
tribute to the leader-
ship given by the
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Minister and his wife,

faithful
thereby ensuring the
continuance of the
many activities.

The Church Treas-
urer, Mr Norman Ide,
presented the
accounts for the year.
With the professional
wizardry of an
accountant he was
able to produce a
deficit on the general
fund from an excess of
income over expendi-
ture. This fiscal arti-
fice was explained by
the fact that the out-
standinf liability on
the building develop-
ment work was being
borne by members
who had made gener-
ous interest free loans
which would be
cleared at the forth-
coming Gift Day. The
report showed an
increase in weekly
offerings of over
eleven per cent,
which together with
tax refunds on cove-
nants and gifts to the
Building Fund
accounted for the
bulk of the Church’s
income. From this
largesse over £5,000
was donated to mis-
sions at home and
overseas, not least the
demands of Ethiopia,
to the denomination’s
Ministerial Training
Colleges and, nearer
home, to Reading’s
Industry, Trade and

service

Employment Mission
Rhoda, and to the (ITEM).

numerous souls who
week by week gave

Romanticism

The wit of the Build-
ing Fund committee
knows no bounds —
they decided to hold a
Valentine lunch on
the Saturday preced-
ing that romantic
festival. It could be
said that they planned
a Love Feast. Unfortu-
nately their weather
lore was somewhat
defective as the
chosen day was
unlikely to inspire
any amorous ideas or
romantic passions for
it snowed thereby
ensuring that any
such strange notions
were consigned to the
‘‘deep freeze’’.
However, the thought
of a good meal with no
washing-up to follow
enticed some eighty
or more stalwarts to
the Church to sample
and enjoy a splendid
meal of steak-and-kid-
ney pie, cheese cake,
mousse and the
before-and-after trap-
pings including some
multi-coloured
lozenges bearing
terms of endearment
such as “cherry lips”,
“hug me”, “my sweet”,
and similar nonsense
— perhaps they were
indigestion tablets
incognito. At the end
of the day ninety
pounds was credited
to the fund and a lot of

ood humour had

een generated.

Come and sing aloud your praises

“WE OUGHT to do
something to help
explain the Commun-
ion service to chil-
dren”. That was a
remark made by one
of St Peter’s Sunday
School teachers to
one of the clergy.
Beware! Sometimes
the clergy listen! And
so it was on Shrove
Tuesday that eighty
children (plus a host
of adult helpers, bal-
loons, candles and
other assorted equig-
ment) packed into St
John’s Church.

go
0d

Having charged
wildly about with a
few opening games
they all set to work. A
glorious cacophony of
sound was soon
emerging from the
upper vestry where
the music was taking
shape. Meanwhile, in
the body of the church
one group was trying
to write out as much of
the service as they
could remember
along one wall of the
church. Another was
preparing a presenta-
tion about shepherds
(including a Goliath
created by placing
one child on another’s
shoulder and wrap-
ping the whole lot up
in a sheet) to take the
place of the readings
and sermon. And still

«

another set to work to
create two banners —
one illustrating the
caring shepherd and
another illustrating a
less emphasised
aspect of the brave
shepherd confronting
alion.

Then lunch (thanks
to a marvellous team
of helpers from St
John’s) and a music
practice and every-
thing was ready. Or
almost ready. Every-
body sat in a circle.
Two clergy stood in
the middle in their
jackets. “What do we
need?” they asked.
-

Children were
despatched to find a
tabﬁ:, light the can-
dles, fetch the bread
and wine. The clergy
explained the reasons
for their robes as they
put them on. And so
the service went on —
with music, readings,
sermon and prayers
provided by the chil-
dren themselves.

At the end those
who did not receive
communion were
given a candle and
together (with cross,
candles and banners)
they marched around
the church sinfing
“Come and sing alou
your praises. Jesus
Christ is here!”

Does anybody else
have an idea wxat we
might organise next?
You have no idea
what a casual word in
the ear of one of the
clergy might result in.

[= Nicholas

Est 1882
Chartered Surveyors

also at

for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including
VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS
& PLANNING ETC

13 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA
Telephone: (0734) 474666/7/8

Reading

5281
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KATY
IN CAVERSHAM

BY THE time you read
this we hope snow and
ice will be but a vague
memory, but that
would be a poor
excuse not to take the
opportunity of thank-
ing, once again, those
who continued to
serve us so well in our
time of trial. Milk and
mail arrived with
unfailing regularity
and dustbins were
emptied — no easy
task when everywhere
is covered with ice,
especially in a hilly
place like Caversham.

SHARE
A
CARE

Talk through
your problem
in confidence
with a sym-
athetic
istener
ring:

READING
473189

Mondays &
Fridays
from 7pm

8pm

to

Wednesdays
from
10amto 11am

Roads must take
first priority in snow
clearance, but it
would have been nice
if a bit more thought
had been given to
pedestrians; though I
could walk down the
middle of our road in
daylight with reason-
able safety, I was then
cut off from the shops
by icy pavements and
alleyways which, I

should add, had no P!

houses nearby so it
was not the
responsibility of
householders to clear
them. As it happened
by the time I did go
out things had
improved, so I don't
know what the Coun-
cil did; but I was
agreeably surprised
when I called them on
the 'phone to receive
a very cheerful and
friendly welcome
both from the switch-
board operator who
put me through

uickly to the right

epartment, and from
the gentleman I spoke
to in Highways
Department. Bracing
myself for a harangue
about how busy they
were, I received a
very courteous reply
and was told some-
thing would be done
to clear one of the
pavements in ques-
tion as soon as possi-
ble. And the moral of
that is, don’t be afraid
to ring the local coun-
cil. Surprising as it
may seem, they are
also interested in the
state of the roads.
We've not yet become
as advanced as South-
ampton where they
are actually supplying
postcards for people
to fill in reporting
holes in the roads, but
they will make a note
of them, if reported,
and investigate.

Independent Boys'

* Staff/pupil ratio 1:10

* Good facilities for spo

"Embley
- Park
School

ROMSEY, HAMPSHIRE SO5 0ZE
Telephone Romsey (0794) 512206

and Day Pupils: Age range 11to 18

* Good general education in small, friendly school
* Boys prepared for GCE at all levels

* Tutorial system with weekly record cards

* Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme
For prospectus apply to the HEADMASTER o

School for Boarders

rt

Our local pet shop
reports a record sale
of bird seed and nuts
this winter, so it
seems Caversham
people were very con-
cerned about the wild
birds which must have
died in thousands. But
I should remind
})eo le if they are still
eeding birds with
nuts by the time this
paper comes out,
ease stop
immediately; it seems
birds don’t always
have the sense not to
try to feed their
babies on ‘“whole
nuts” and they could
well choke. But I'm
pleased to know
Caversham people do
care about animals. I
recently heard of two
people who've
rescued what appear
to be stray dogs and,
at considerable incon-
venience to them-
selves, have tried to
find their homes or
put them in care of
some responsible
authority.

o
ao

There seems to be a
popular myth that
unemployment is a
thing we in the south
don’'t have to worry
about. Of course the
percentage of unem-
ployed is not so high
as in many places but,
as somebody said, if
it's you that's out of
work it’s 100 per cent.
I had a sad experi-
ence recently when I
arrived at a local
supermarket just as
four assistants had
been told they were
redundant, with more
to follow. The atmos-
phere wasn’t happy.
On the whole I've
found these particu-
lar assistants friendly
and efficient and it
was depressing to find
them in such a state of
confusion. It was, I
suppose, inevitable,
with the opening of a
smart new store in the
district, but I fear
we're rapidly moving
into an “Every. man
for himself”’ society,
and those assistants
who switched to the
new store when it
opened are a lot bet-
ter off than those
taken on to replace
them and who are now
unemployed. Per-

sonally I hope they’ll
all soon get fixed up
with jobs, but I doubt

it.
|
oo

I hear Caversham
Nursery School is los-
ing its headmistress at
the end of term when
she and her family
move to Shropshire.
Mrs Reed, who came
to Caversham from
the nursery unit at EP
Collier School two
years ago, has proved
to be an excellent and
much-loved headmis-
tress and a worthy
successor to our old
friend, Miss Cooper.
Those connected with
the school have asked
me to say how grateful
they are for all her
work there and to
offer very best wishes
for the future.

Those who know me
personally — and. I
can't say I don’t enjoy

being addressed as
“Katy” when I'm out
— will probably real-
ise that I had help last
month. It's always
been our policy to
throw this column
open to anyone who
had something to add.
but to have someone
from another district
writing as ‘“‘Katy”
about their own local-
itly. is something I've
always wanted. Any
more volunteers? It's
up to the editors, of
course, but if I have
my way, this column
will continue to
appear under this
name; it's one way of
keeping alive the
memory of our much
loved Mary Clift who,
as many of you will
remember, started the
column about twenty
years ago. Without her
expertise the

“Bridge” would have
a difficult time getting
off the ground, as I'm
sure our previous edi-
tor would agree.

‘Sweet
Harmony’

THE musical tradi-
tion of St Andrew’s
Church was furthered
on Saturday February
16 when an unusual
concert was given by
Miss Martha Kingdon
Ward and six col-
leagues as “Sweet
Harmony”. The musi-
cians, in period cos-
tume, and a narrator,
told the story in words
and music, of a young
eighteenth century
clarinettist and his
experiences while
playing in a wind sex-
tet for the aristocracy
of the day.

An appreciative
audience of one hun-
dred and twenty
enjoyed a delightful
evening’s entertain-
ment, followed by
refreshments.

The concert raised
just over £200 for St
Andrew’s Missionary
Projects in India and
Tanzania.

Some time ago an offer
was made to lend
christening robes in
return for a donation to
Save the Children Fund.
Would the person who
made this offer please

getin touch with

Margaret Baily

Tel: 471032

SUE RYDER
SUPPORT GROUP
CAVERSHAM

THE group are
pleased to announce
that their annual Jum-
ble Sale will take
place on Saturday
April 13 in Caversham
Hall. Goods received
from 10am at the hall
or by Mrs A. Deane,
168 Henley Road,
473798 beforehand.
Sale will start at 2pm.
Please come and help
or support and let's
make the profit rise
again!

THE LINK
GROUP

Annual
Good As
New Sale

in the
Baptist Centre

May 11
10am to 3.30pm

IN AID OF
LOCAL CHARITIES

The sold sign will
be seen on your house so
much quicker when you
sell your house through the
National Homes Network's
1,300 offices nationwide
.ond af no additional cost whatsoever.

Come and falk to the professionals todoy at the following
branches

§cotchbrooks

Estate Agents Surveyors Auctioneers

29 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Telephone (0734) 585181

7 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4RN
Telephone (0734) 22128

42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 BAU
Telephone (0734) 478278

64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL
Telephone (0734) 723737

38 Headley Road, Woodley, Reading RG5 4JA
Telephone (0734) 695767

T ATTS )

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
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YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?
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TELEPHONE READING 471731

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 Church Road, Caversham
Nr Reading, Berks
Telephone: Reading 478106
Dressmaking fabrics by Liberty
London
Tana Lawns, Country Cotton Poplins
Dormeuil, French Cottons, cotton, linen,
silk mixtures
Range of haberdashery
Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda
Open 9-5 Mon-Sat

ot
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519134
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CRAWFORD &
LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS

Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 585181
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. Martin & Pole.

Additional coverage in the Thames Valley
from 9 other offices. Specialist advice on
valuations, mortgages, property transactions
Anj management

Martin & Pole

You'll be well advised
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EXTENSIONS — ALTERATIONS
HOUSE REPAIRS
DECORATING
READING 475253 or GORING
873040
i 70a Oakley Road, Caversham

(Yard)

SIS/ 111771177,

Caversham
Women's
Institute

THE February meeting
of the Institute was given

a very informative talk
by Mrs Linda Chandler
on her work at the

Emmer Green Youth and
Community Centre
Linda. who 1s the only
full-time paid worker at
the Centre. is assisted by
volunteer workers: one
of her biggest problems
is trying to generate an
income of about £5.000 a
vear to keep the centre
going. She told members
of some of the many acti
vities that go on at the
centre. which is used by
groups of all ages. She
'hvr.w]l' Is mainly con-
| cerned with counselling
!young people: having
Itrained at Durham
University. she consid
{ers her work to be pri
marily with people of

|between 14 and 21,
usually those who are
not 1n any other

| organisation. The centre
i1s open all day but for
adult groups only during
|the day and young

| people in the evenings.

so that there shall be no
temptation to skip school
‘and wander over to the
| centre. Itis obviously not
an easy job and she has a
| great deal of responsibil-
| ity; nevertheless. it is
| work she enjoys

Some members of the
Institute have been
involved in the work of

r RAY GALLAGHER "R

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small

Telephone Reading 475599

1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading
g1081

| the centre in the past. so
a lively discussion fol-
lowed
| After tea members had
a chance to try and sort
out who was who from
jamong photographs
| brought along by mem-
bers of themselves as
| babies; the success rate
| was not exactly high, not
| surprisingly

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen's
Guild

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout

the year for the care of children from 0-5

years. The Nursery School is open during

term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own
student nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
20 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

20297

FROM RAGS
T0 RICHES

THE first leisure after-
noon in February at
Mapledurham hall was
well attended. Miss
Rosalind Renshaw came
to talk about women in
business and lively dis-
cussion followed. At
other meetings speakers
will be invited and it is
hoped to pursue hobbies
such as patchwork. mak-
ing lampshades and
yoga. At the Social Stu
dies meeting Mr Donald
Clarke spoke about
“Wandering in Israel”.

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

SUPREMA DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

90336

and there was an outing
to Marwell during the
month

At the evening meeting
of Caversham Heights
Townswomen's Guild in
St Andrew’s hall Mr Alex
Matthews. Departmental
Manager, and his assis-
tant staff manager from
the local branch of
Marks and Spencer pro-
vided an interesting
glimpse into the past.
when Michael Marks. the
humble immigrant., was
sent away from Russia
under the Czar in 1884
He founded with Tom
Spencer in Leeds market
what was to become a
thriving chain of bazaar

BARBARA

LADIES  HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 173564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday . Late nights Thursday and Friday

j

stores based on the prin
ciple of a fixed price. He
died unexpectedly early
in 1906

His son Simon and
Israel Sieff married each
other's sister and
became life partners in
the business. Later
| began the main work of
| the development of a
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type of store new to this
country. working di-
rectly with manufac-
turers who were edu-
cated to supply what was

needed in the way of
design and (}llﬂlll.\'
There were the real

initiators of high quality.
low cost clothing, and at
a later stage of food and
other commodities
Since 1945 the growth of
the company has been
based on the principle of
giving maximum value
for money.

Large sums have been
given to charities. Out-
standing welfare and
other arrangements are
made for employees. The
two representatives said
that for the first time for
many years clothing now
accounts for less than
half the turnover.

Members were encour-
aged to say what their
needs were and to give
their reactions to the
merchandise offered

St Peter's
Wives Group

AT THEIR February
meeting members were
pleased to welcome Miss
Esme Few as their
Speaker. Miss Few was
Area Nursing Officer for
Berkshire and in 1979
was seconded by the
Ministry of Health to
Kuwait to help organise
their nursing services.
She illustrated her talk
with some ninety slides.
covering the building of
the 575-bed hospital. her
surroundings in Kuwait
and her flat

The Group's next meet-
ing will be on April 16 at
Church House at 8pm
when Mrs M. Churcher
will talk about her work
as a Store Detective

For details of this
year's programme,
please contact the
Group’s Chairman, Jean
Pugh (Reading 472949) or
the Treasurer, Marie
Smith (Reading 477376).

Caversham Darhy
& Joan Club

THE clubs activities dur-
ing the last few months
have included a visit to
the Redgrave Theatre
Farnham to see the
musical “Annie” which
was greatly enjoyed. an
excellent film show by
Mr Kirby on the Liver-
pool Garden Festival
and another film and
talk on the Forbury Gar-
dens by Mr Wilton which
was of great interest to
us all

Harold and Fred on
the piano, June and her
girls with music and
movement and the Brow-
nies gave excellent
entertainment and the
Club wishes to thank all
those who give so freely
of their time and talents.
Future events will
include Bingo, a visit
from the Fir Tree
Singers and an outing to
Wiltshire in May

Emmer Green
Townswomen'’s
Guild

MR F. J. Turk gave a
most interesting slide
show and lecture on
swan upping to the
ladies of the Emmer
Green Evening Towns-
women's Guild at their
meeting al St Barnabas
Church Hall on Febru-
ary 26. It was amusing to
learn that although the

swan suffers some
indignity when it is
‘‘upped'’ from the
Thames, new recruits to
swan upping suffer
rather more, being tip-
ped into the water and
dragged to the bottom by
their more experienced
colleagues. On a more
serious note, swans are
still decreasing due to
lead poisoning; it is only
to be hoped that this can
be stopped in time.

Miss Pollard gave a
vote of thanks. She also
provided some lovely
spring flowers for the
committee table.

Caversham
Ladies Club

THE February meeting
of the club took place at
the Baptist Church Cen-
tre. After the usual busi-
ness the speaker was Mrs
Sutherland, who had
visited Japan and gave
us an extremely interest-
ing talk about housing,
dress, religion, and the
strong contrast between
life-styles. She after-
wards showed slides
which illustrated her
talk admirably. She was
warmly thanked by the
Chairman.

The next meeting will
be the AGM followed by
an auction of bric-a-brac.

Rosehill Wi

THE February meeting
was chaired by Miss Vin-
cent, who welcomed
members and Mrs Gard-
ner VCO, who came to
assist at the AGM. After
thanks to the old commit-
tee and several
presentations, the new
committee for 1985/6 was
presented, with Miss
Nancy Vincent again
elected President. Mrs
Gardner then talked
about “Giving a Speech”
Seventy-five brightly
coloured jerseys were
displayed. They were
knitted by the crafts
ladies and their friends
and will be taken to
Oxfam for distribution in
Ethiopia. The competi-
tion “A beauty hint" was
won by Mrs Ellingham.

Blagrave Wi

MRS Popplewell, the
President, welcomed
one new member and
three visitors to the
February meeting.

A very successful out-
ing took place on a dre-
ary January day when a
party of twenty eight
members attended a
Matinee performance of
“*Holiday on Ice'" at
Wembley.

An informal half hour
was held in place of a
talk with slides which
had to be cancelled
owing to the sudden
indisposition of the
Speaker.

Craft meetings, with a
project in mind, recom-
mended in mid-Febru-
ary.

The competition for a
Valentine Verse was
won jointly by Mrs
Gowthorpe and Mrs
Housden.

Maplewood Wi

AT THE February meet-
ing, held on Shrove Tues-
day, the President, Mrs

savoury tilling. Mrs Mar-
garet Pilgrim was judged
to be the winner of a
competition for six
cheese scones. A bring
and buy sale is to be held
at the March meeting to
raise money for the pur-
chase of Easter Eggs for
the children of Peppard
House.

Nominations were
taken for the new com-
mittee to be elected at
the Annual Meeting.

Ghazey Wi

THE February meetin
of Chazey WI starte
with the presentation of
a cheque for £20 to the
NSPCC. This had been
collected in the last few
months of 1984 in half-
pence pieces hiding in
members’ purses at the
monthly meetings. This
amounted to 4,000 coins.

Denis Rogers gave a
most interesting talk on
the background to the
Sue Ryder foundation,
and more particularly on
Joyce Grove at Nettle-
bed. This used to be a
convalescent home and
then a nurses' training
centre until 1979 when
the National Health Ser-
vice decided they no lon-
ger needed it. Sue Ryder
was asked to raise the
money to buy the house
and by the end of 1979
Joyce Grove was opened
for the first patients —
one of whom is still alive
today al 93. Terminally
ill cancer patients are
cared for while they
learn to live with the
effects of their treatment
and then return home
after two or three weeks.
Other patients are cared
for while their families
have a break, and in this
instance multiple scler-
osis and motoneurone
sufferers are taken in
small numbers for a
short time.

Later in the month a
coach party of members
went to ‘‘Starlight
Express” at the Apollo
Theatre in London. Mrs
Tricia Stringer won
through to the Final of
the Scrabble competi-
tion being run by the
local WI groups.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomens
Guild

Berkshire &
North Hants

THE 1985 activities of
the Guild have pro-
ceeded vigorously
despite the Arctic condi-
tions early in the year.
Members enjoyed a
memorable visit to the
Mayor's Parlour with the
Mayor himself popping
in for chat over a wel-
come cup of tea. £100 was
donated to the NSPCC
from the proceeds of the

Autumn Fair and several
well attended coffee
mornings. The speaker
in January was Mrs M.
Sutherland who
deserves a medal for
bravely carrying on in a
Meeting Hall of sub-zero
temperature. She kept
members enthralled
with her talk illustrated
by beautiful slides of
Life in Japan. In Febru-
ary Mr Ray Hobsom from
the Crime Prevention
Section of the Thames
Valley Police gave valu-
able advice on protec-
tion from the not so well
intentioned members of
the community. The next
meeting is on March 21.

Gaversham
Community
Association

THE February meetings
opened with a visit from
Mrs Molly Casey who
gave a fascinating talk on
the history of Hemdean
House School from its
beginning in 1859. A
teacher at the school,
Mrs Casey gave some
interesting insights into
the family of Mr Francis
Knighton and the dedi-
cated work of his daugh-
ters and succeeding
principals of the school.
The club members were
very interested in the
photographs, educa-
tional certificates and
old prospectus of the
school that Mrs Casey
brought for their inspec-
tion.

The whist drive
arranged for February
11 was cancelled due to
the icy weather.

Members of the club
visited the new Waitrose
store in Caversham on
February 19 and had a
good time. After a wel-
come from members of
the Waitrose staff a tour
of the various sections
and warehouse was
made. Samples of some
of the delicacies were
also available. Later
refreshments were
served before the depar-
ture for home.

On Monday, February
18, a Valentine party was
held. Everyone brought a
share of the refresh-
ments which resulted in
a good selection. The
Valentine card competi-
tion was won by May
Plant, Olive and Ted
Howard won the
Elimination dance.
Entertainment was given
by June and her agile
Aerobic team from Tile-
hurst.

The club drama group
and their groducer May
Plant acted in an amus-
ing comedy called “The
Little Heir” at the meet-
ing on February 25. The
theme was the rehearsal
of a new play with a
rather obstreperous cast
— and received warm
applause from the audi-
ence.

Mrs Vera Mortimer
demonstrated the Bamix
foodmixer on March 4
and gave methods of
making economical tasty
dishes and nutritious
drinks.

Joy le Mare, introduced
Mrs Ann Dunn, a cookery
expert, of the Berkshire
College of Agriculture.

Mrs Dunn demonstrated |

three appetising supper
dishes including. appro-
priately, pancakes with a

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,

CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450
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CHRISTIAN CAMPAIGN
FOR REAL AID

By Sally, Chris, Helen and Laura Garforth
Caversham Heights Methodist Church

THERE cannot be a
family in Caversham
which has not been
horrified and dis-
turbed at the plight of
the victims of famine
in Ethiopia. Many of
us, as individuals and
as members of
churches and
organisations, have
taken part in fund
raising or knitting,
and have given our
individual donations
to Oxfam, Christian
Aid, or other agen-
cies.

In recent weeks, it
has become all too
obvious that the hor-
ror of suffering in
Ethiogia is only the
spearhead of a disas-
ter of tremendous

scale, as drought
takes its toll in a
broad band of coun-
tries right across east-
ern and central
Africa. The problem
became acute first in
Ethiopia, Eritrea and
Tigré largely because
of the civil wars there;
but now refugees
travelling across
national boundaries
to Sudan in search of
food and water are
finding the situation
there just as desper-

JILL'S
CORNER

2 LONDON STREET

(next to Duke Street Bridge)

READING

BUYING AND SELLING

ate, and the same is
happening in other
countries. Through no
fault of their own,
families are forced to
eat their livestock and
the seed they had
stored for the next
planting season, and
then, when there is
nothing left to eat,
move from their vil-
lages in search of
survival,

In our family, we
have recently come to
the conclusion that
the gosFel demands
more from us as
Christians than a
retiring collection or
a donation. Jesus
said: “I was hungry
and you did not feed
me. I was thirsty and
you did not give me a
drink”. We do not
begin to know how to
respond in love, but
we are starting the
Christian Campaign
for Real Aid in our
church in order to

examination of our
family spending on
the basis of needs
rather than wants. We
hope to find ways of
channelling the
excesses of our
affluent western life-
style directly on a reg-
ular basis (in our case,
through the Methodist
Relief and Develop-
ment Fund) to victims
of the African
drought. I have been
staggered to discover
how easy it has been
regularly to trim up to
£15 from our weekly
shopping bill, for
example, and it soon
mounts up.

We hope to involve
other Christian fami-
lies in the Campaign
and explore together
the idea of ‘“living
more simply so that
others may simply
live". The Campaign
began with a church
family lunch on March
17 where we discus-

exchange of ideas and
news from the famine
areas.

The second — and
equally important —
strand is to use our
political voice within
our democracy to
campaign for a redre-
ssing of the balance
on a larger scale. We
hope to organise a
rota of letter writing
to politicians at home
and in Europe on such
issues as long term
overseas aid for
development to pre-

vent future disasters,|

and the obscenity of
our European grain
stores and butter
mountains. It may
seem a tremendous
task, but faith can
move mountains —
even those of butter,
no doubt!

If there are other
Christian families in
Caversham interested
in this approach,
please talk it through
with us and share
your ideas; or we will
gladly give you a more
detailed leaflet with
suggestions. The last
thing we want to do
with this idea is to

Page Flever

N. G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM

Telephone: 479378

BRING YOUR SUIT BACK
INTO FASHION

* Have the wide lapels narrowed
* The flared trousers narrowed
* |t's cheaper than buying a NEW SUIT

VISA

@AVERSHAM %OOKSHOP

35 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged
We are happy to order any book

tins, linen

Old postcards, cigarette cards,

beads and pre-1940’s fashion
accessories, glas§, china,
brass and items of interest.

TEL. READING 500636
OPEN 10.00am-4.00pm
_CLOSED THURSDAYS.

and lace, glass

y,

sed some of these
issues. We hope to
form a nucleus of
families to meet for
mutual support and

explore how to help.
The Campaign has two
strands. First, a sus-
tained change in life-
style — a radical

keep it to ourselves:
we would be thrilled
if groups in other

not in stock

5118

churches felt able to

undertake something
similar!

W.N. & E. FISHER LTD

EASTER SERVICES

Services for Holy Week and Easter
were given fully in the March
“Bridge”.

T|ILIE!S

OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS
FREE DELIVERIES
| JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

R 9-6.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat .
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

90203}

PROSPECT ENGRAVING
PROSPECT TROPHIES

1A CHESTER STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471609

General engravers, hand and machine work, also glass
engraving. Speedy service, competitive prices. Trophies
supplied for all sports. A good supply always in stok.
Friendly, personal service from the family business you
can rely on

ESTABLISHED SINCE 1968

25186

AXAAANATAATIL

Sales and Service

L1 XXX XAAAXA AL AL AAALA LA ALAAAAAAAANAAL

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 473308

e Agents for

| 3 ) RECONDITION
3 MOUNTFI (TIONED
3 S ACEUR MACHINES
5 ATCO, etc Free estimates
T

2R R R R R0 00 000 PR R R R R

Always large stock
of

a0
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OBITUARY
Sybil Martyn-Johns

CAVERSHAM and Mapledurham lost another
link with the past on the death of Sybil
Martyn-Johns oF Westdene Crescent in her .
ninety-second year. L

Dr Sybil Martyn-Johns was born in Lawton,
Cheshire, and was one of the first women
graduates in medicine at Manchester Univer-
sity. On graduating she held posts at St Mary's
Hospital for Women and Pendlebury Chil-
dren’s Hospital and her first appointment was
as a School Medical Officer. In 1922 she
married the Rev C. B. Martyn-Johns, a former
Army Chaplain. They started their life
together in Cawnpore, India, where her hus-
band was Chaplain to the Civil Lines. On
their return her husband held livings at
Knayden and later Patricroft in the Manches-
ter Diocese. The period at Patricroft was a
much shared ministry as she set up her plate
as a general practitioner, dispensing all her
own medicines.

During the early part of the war she
experienced the bombing of the Vicarage in
Patricroft escaping shaken, but uninjured. In
1943 she moved with her husband to her
childhood parish-of Church Lawton. Here she
quickly resumed her career in nearby Stoke-
on-Trent.

In 1960 she came to live in Caversham and
continued her medical vocation as a consul-
tant at the Battle Chest Clinic. She became a
regular member of St Margaret's Church an‘d
often worshipped in the week at St Andrew's
or St Peter's. Her small colourful garden and
the birds at Westdene gave her much plea-
sure.

Week by week, come wind or high weather
or snow, she was always there at the Parish
Eucharist serving and praising her Lord
right up to her short illness through which
her family nursed her with great care. In 1983
she broke her leg but it was not long before
she was worshipping with us again. Her
indomitable courage and spirit, blended with
typical northern humour and common sense,
and her confidence in Jesus Christ radiated
from her, impressing all who came in contact
with her and enriching their lives. She will
be missed by all who knew her but remem-
bered for her ministry of healing and loving
and witnessing to her Lord.

SAINT BARNABAS Building Contractors

CHURCH
EMMER GREEN ALTERATIONS, EXTENSIONS
Annual AND DECORATIONS
Household
and EMMER GREEN,
Handyman READING
Sale TEL: 471595

Saturday, April 27, 1985

10am-1pm

in St Barnabas Church Hall
Grove Road, Emmer Green
For further details contact
David Miles
Reading 475576
Bob Anderson
Reading 474124
IN AID OF MISSIONARY
HOSPITALS IN

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LT
D. PICKERSGILL
Typewriters — Adding Machines — Ca
Repairs — Office Supplies and St
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 473077

sters

THE TRANSKEI L
320155

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR
M. LEWINGTON

Low Winter Rates now apply on all
interior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642

HOUSE’S
COACHES

(formerly Peter Shock Coaches)

Contact
MR. M. DIAMOND
20 BRIANTS AVENUE
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 472452




A. B. WALKER
& SONLTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business serving
Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 53650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CONSULTATIONS
PLANS AND
ESTIMATES

Smiths Garden Enferprises

Telephone Reading 473098

VIEWING OF
COMPLETED GARDENS
ARRANGED

GARDEN
LANDSCAPING

GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Ofters to:
1 Give help in a domestic emergency

2 Visitand offer help to the sick, lonely and/or
housebound

3 Provide emergency transport

If you are in need of help OR CAN
OCCASIONALLY OFFER TO HELP OTHERS,
please telephone Reading 479048 or
476181

91089

jos )

Luxury wedding cars. Airports, etc. Mercedes
chauffeur-driven. Distance no object

Lowest rates for Reading area

Phone: Evenings Reading 470690  scss

—

(525252 52525252525252

gs 252 55525
5 J.STRONG & SONS
E BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
I Guildway Approved Builders Y
0 32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM g
u READING, RG4 0AQ
& Tel. Reading 473177 and 472881 oS
oo 2525262525252525252525252525 o0
W
BEAUTICIAN D. W. MORRIS
*xx CARPET
BRIDES A SPECIALITY FITI'ER
xR x
LEG WAXING AND Olfiaypegreadantec,
FACIALS Carpets, upholstery,
* kK cleaned on site or hire
VERY REASONABLE [eching
RATES FREE ESTIMATES
. 9 Mayfield Drive,
RosemaryBailey Caversham
= s Telephone 479280
I'el: Reading 470951

97201

L] L]

QUALITY ||: G.J.BOXALL $

CATERING . Painter and °

L . Decorator .
bullets

Dinners Parties : 344 HEMDEAN ROAD :

Wedding Receptions : CAVERSHAM .

Reading 473889 | | & Tel. Reading 472181 &

97215 ° o

...........'.....

OBITUARY
Charles Buck

Vice Chairman
Caversham Bridge
Newspaper

CHARLES Buck was a man with wide interests. Methodist
church member and local preacher, for fifteen years a
Borough Councillor, Magistrate, Ecumenist, Pacifist, tire-
less campaigner for the homeless, officer in the Co-
operative movement, yet also a family man and a man so
concerned about children that in the midst of a busy life he
would visit the local primary school and there help in the
collection of postage stamps to build up school funds. It
seems incredible that one man should maintain so many
interests.

The reason for Charles’ wide ranging interests was his
Christian faith. An active Methodist at Caversham Heights,
in the Reading and Silchester Methodist Circuit, and the
Southampton District of the Methodist Church, he gave
himself to all his tasks because they were important, and if
they were important they were worth doing. The Church
owes him a great debt, and the Free Church Council of
which he was Secretary, and the Reading and District
Council of Churches on whose executive he served have
reason to be very grateful for his wisdom and guidance.
But it was as a crusading Councillor that Charles made his
mark. He felt passionately for the homeless, and because
he had such a good home, longed that everybody should be
similarly privileged. An ordinary man with no pretensions
to high office or personal prestige he served ordinary
people out of a genuine concern for their well being. A
convinced member of the Labour Party he showed the
acceptable face of local politics, at all times gracious,
magnanimous in victory and charitable in defeat.

Although often frustrated he campaigned vigorously for

those things in which he believed and the record section of

the local library was one of his achievements. In a career
working alongside health workers, he coveted a successful
National Health Service and wrote many letters to politi-
cians and the Prime Minister on this and related subjects.
He will be missed because of these concerns, but we shall
thank God for his conviction and certainty of faith that
made him the man he was. We thank God for Charles Buck
and wish there were more like him. He was a good man.J
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Cyril H. Lovegtove

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone there is an
experienced member of our staff available 24
hours a day to offer advice

114-116 OXFORD ROAD,
READING -
Telephone 52016 (day or night)

Chapels of Rest— Monumental Masonry B

J. R. McCARDLEg A L. WHITE
.STONEMA.SOI\‘I s “\‘M.FDJ
,\F/;gfb?g’e?tggzlzr:r& New Offices and Private |
Granite Chapel
Restoration and all 15 BOULT STREET
other masonry READING
undertaken (Rear 11 The Grove)
Telephone 54334
Late 63921
90338

W.R.BOURTON & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

111 WATLINGTON STREET, READING
Tel: 53825  24-HOUR SERVICE

13038

Tribute to Richard Robson

RICHARD Robson was the perfect example of a Christian
gentleman, and the Methodist Church at Caversham
Heights and the Reading and Silchester Methodist Circuit
will miss him greatly. He combined in his life a pro-
fessionalism in his work as a surveyor and a pastoral
concern for those people who were assigned to his care in
his capacity as a Methodist Class Leader.

An Anglican by upbringing he came into Methodism
when he married Kathleen and proceeded to serve the
Methodist Church with a zeal that won the admiration of
all who knew him. His thorough understanding of property
matters made him an ideal person to serve nationally and
locally on property committees and as District and Circuit
property secretary he advised many people about the
practical problems of caring for their church. Richard saw
the buildings people use as an expression of the gospel. He
could make bricks and mortar come alive for the Kingdom
of God and in a unique way could inspire others to do the
same.

Often required to do routine work within the church, he
never treated it as routine and one of his greatest fears
towards the end of his life was that he would be unable to
fulfil some of the responsibilities laid upon him.

He faced his final illness with a resolution that inspired
others who visited him. He did not hide his fears, but at the
same time expressed his faith and as a result he died as he
l}:gad lived, with dignity, earning the respect of those around

im.

He was a man who never shrank from difficult or
unpopular decisions and was a person to whom many
turned for guidance.

His family and church and circuit officials were able to
rely on him for advice right to the end of his life.

We shall miss Richard Robson, he gave so much to so
many, but ﬁarticularly we shall miss his gracious Christ-
ianity which took hold of practical things and helped them
to glow with the glory of God.

WE RECORD

Caversham Park

February 24 Mark Slade

CHILD DEDICATION — Chapel on the Hill
February 24 Naomi Fletcher

J.S.

BAPTISED

St Peter’s

January27 Jennifer Salmon, Darren Ritchie
b.cbruaryﬂ Tracey Robinson

February 17 Thomas Jacob

February 18 Penelope Wells FUNERALS

February 24 Luke Barnett St John's

St John's January Hiram Kemp, Freda Taylor
March3 Gemma Harvey, Benjamin Phillips, ~ February Florence MOSS.ML\IdSIc Berezynskyj,

Frederick Henwoo

John Primmer, Tracey Primmer. Harry Collier, Walter Hulse

Samuel Barrett March

TOMALIN & SON

(NAF.D.) A. F. JONES
Funeral MASTER
Directors MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

48 New Street BEDFORD RD
Henley-on-Thames READING
Telephone 3370 Telephone

* DAY AND NIGHT 53537

90337

Your

L. W. YEATES

PE'I' SHUP LIMITED
o Central Heating and
Plumbing
CAVERSHAM
C /et 1
Gee Gee Pets and ||§} designed and/instalied
Aquaria by qualified engineers
29 PROSPECT STREET 21 Star Road
‘Reading 472422 Caversham
Reading

Late night Friday 6pm

Also READING MARKET
Friday and Saturday
91194

Tel. Reading 471016

01182

CAVERSHAM GARDEN
PARK HOUSE 1} pyA|\NTENANCE
COMMUNIONS Digging, fencing, hedge
trimming, lawn cutting,
Wednesdays at 10.30am planting, pruning and

weeding
Trees, shrubs and gar-
den sundries can be
supplied

N. H. HILL

Tel: Reading 580265
evenings only

April 3—8 Harlech Avenue
(Margaret Dimmick)

April 10—2A Hawthorn Road
(Pam Gordon)

April 17— 1 Lomond A
((,):lml Alder) e

April 24— .
Wiy o Suphtond Close s Competitive rates for

regular and one-off jobs

May 1 — 13 Newton Avenue
(Rosemary Randall)
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