Christmas

Crib

mn

St Peter’s

The ﬁguras were made by
Mrs Pauline Mercier, a
local potter.

ST PETER’S

December2nd 5.30pm  Christingle Service

December 9th  9.15am  Family Eucharist and Toy

Service

December23rd 6.30pm  Carol Service

Christmas Eve 4pm Children’s Crib Service

Christmas Day 11.30pm Midnight Communion
8am Holy Communion
9.15am  Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion

ST ANDREW’S

December23rd 6.30pm Carol Service

Christmas Eve 4.30pm Children’s Crib Service
GY Solemn Evensong

Christmas Day 11.30pm Midnight Communion
8.30am  Holy Communion
9.30am  Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion

\\\\\ | ’,/

ST BARNABAS’

December 23rd 4pm Christmas Carol Service

Christmas Eve Sfm Children'’s Crib Service

Christmas Day 11.30pm Midnight Communion
8am Holy Communion

9.30am  Family Eucharist

ST JOHN’S

December 23rd 4¥m Christmas Carol Service

Christmas Day 11.30pm Midnight Communion
8am Holy Communion
10am Family Eucharist

ST MARGARET'S, MAPLEDURHAM

Christmas Eve 2. 308m Children's Service

Christmas Day 11 30pm Midnight Communion
am Family Eucharist

December 30th 6 30pm Christmas Carol Service
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CAVERSHAM PAI_Q(,CHURCH (mleets in Caversham Park
School)
December 16th 1lam Christmas Carol Service
December23rd 1lam Nativity presentation by
Children of Sunday Clrcle
Christmas Day 11.30pm MldmghtCommumon
1lam Family Service
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
December 16th 10.30am Christmas Nativity Family
Service
6.30pm  Carol Service: Music by “Gospel
Singers”

December 23rd é%gOnm Family Service

. agm Nine lessons and carols
Christmas Day 10.30- X
11.15am Christmas Day Service

CAVERSHAM METHOQ[ST CHURCH (Gosbrook Road)

December 9th  1lam Toy Service

Christmas Day 10.. 30pm cgnstmas Service (with
wversham Heights)

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH

December 16th 1lam ™ Toy Service

December 23rd 4pm Christingle Service

Christmas Day 11.15pm - Midnight Communion Service
(Christmas mommg worship at
Gosbrook Road)

ST PAUL'S UNITED REFORMED CHURCH (York Road)
December 16th llam dy Festival Service

6.30pm  Advent praise
December 23rd 6. aggm Service of lessons and carols
Christmas Day 10.30am Family Service

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Friends Meeting House, Church
Street, Reading)

December 23rd  3pm Family carols rollowed by bring-

and-share tea

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
December23rd 10.30am Christmas Family Worship (in
The Hill School)
sm Evemng Worship
Christmas Day 10 30am Christmas Day Famll) Worship

DECEMBER
1984

—E. S. Archer
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ST ANNE'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH

December 16th  6.30pm
December 22nd 7.15am
(Saturday)

11.30am

December 23rd 9am

Christmas Eve 7.15am

Christmas Day 11.30pm

December 26th 10am
(St Stephen’s only
Day)

Carol Service
Mass

Mass
Confessions

Confessions

Saturday Evening Mass for
Sunday

Mass

Mass in Latin

Evening Service

Mass

Mass

Confessions

Confessions

Confessions

Carols follow ed bi& Midnight
Mass at 12 midni

Blessing of the Cnb

Mass

Mass

Mass

OUR LADY OF CAVERSHAM (Richmond Road)

December 23rd 8.30am

10.30am
pm

3.30pm

Christmas Eve 10am
10.30-
1lam
4.30-5pm

Christmas Day 11.30pm

8.30am
10.30am
December 26th  10am
(St Stephen's
Day)

Mass

Mass

Mass

Carol Service
Mass
Confessions

Confessions

Carols followed by Midnight
Mass at 12 midnight

Mass

Mass (no evening Mass)
Mass

Come

Let us

Adore

Nv%%v%ﬂ%%ﬂ%wwnwnﬂﬁwwww%%ﬂ%%%%ﬂ
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TALKING POINT

The Rev Chris Justice, Minister of the Chapel on the Hill

CHRISTMAS
“TALKING
PORNT

I AM sure that 1 have no need to remind you that this month
brings with it the best-known and certainly most popular
“festival” in the calendar of the Christian church — Christmas.
And as a prelude to all the activities that will take place towards
the end oF the month, I make no apology for reminding you, as
clearly as possible, of what it is the Ciristian church is celebrating.
Because it is just possible that, amidst all the preparations and
“feasting”, these basic facts may be overlooked.

So, to bring the facts to your attention again, I'd like to use the
words with which the angel greeted the shepherds on that first
Christmas night. “Do not be afraid — I bring you good news of
great joy — which is for all the people.”

“Do not be afraid”. There is much in the world today that
threatens us and causes anxiety and fear to rise in our hearts.
International events, national events — and even the situations
and circumstances in our own homes — seem, at times, to leave us
constantly living “on edge”. But it wasn’t these things so much
that the angel was referring to — not the natural things around
the shepherds — it was aiout the supernatural things he was
putting them at ease. Like the shepherds, many of us feel ill at ease
when someone brings the supernatural into a conversation. Many
react against any talﬁ about (god — or “religion”. The whole idea
of God being involved in “our” world puts them on their guard.
But if we are ever to understand life — as it is, and as it was
intended to be — ultimately we will have to allow God to
intervene. We need to hear these words the angel spoke —
“Don’t be afraid” — and listen to what God is saying about life —
about your life.

“I bring you good news of great joy”. The Christian gospel s,
simply, the goo§ news about Jesus Christ. Sometimes fhristians
are accused of talking about bad news rather than good news.
We're told “All you talk about is sin and hell; and rules about not
doing one thing or another, or giving things up.” For many people
the Christian message seems to be made up of a long list of “do
nots”. Now, I am willing to accept that this impression is probably
largely the fault of Christians, who have painted a very black
picture of the life God offers us in Christ. Let me attempt to
redress the balance. The news about Jesus is good news. It is
about sin and hell. How to have sin forgiven and how to avoid
going to hell! If Christmas should be a celebration of anything it
should be a celebration of the fact that when Jesus came into the
world it was with the express purpose of eventually taking the
unishment and penalty for the sins of the world on himself when

e died on the cross. The good news is that we are offered
forgiveness and a new life through him.

“For all the people”. I think we all need reminding that the life
and love God offers through Jesus is for all of us. I find it strange
that a lot of people can see this message applying to everyone else,
but never to themselves! The young dismiss it as being for the old
who “need to be thinking about what happens after death”. And
the old feel it’s for the young who “need to be challenged.” Some
think it’s only for the “re%igious types” or the “do-gooders”.
Others think it is for the poor and anyone else who has nothing
better to do. But God says that this piece of news is for all people.

So let me repeat as I finish — the message about the Lord Jesus
Christ — whose coming we celebrate at Christmas — is good
news of great joy for all tﬁe people!

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, DECEMBER 1984

Dear Editors

Ethiopia and
Caversham
Biafra, Bangladesh, Cam-
bodia, Ethiopia are parts
of the world where
people have suffered to
such an extent that the
conscience of the
wealthy nations has been

moved.

The poor, and no doubt
the evil of destitution,
will be with us always.
But is it really necessary
that people first from one
country then another
should be forced to bear
witness to this prophecy?
At this point human com-
passion moves into the
realm of politics. Christ-
ianity and politics
become: intertwined.
Worse still the first evil,
poverty, gives rise to
other evils. Some people
turn to the gun and the
bomb to change the “sys-
tem” that has caused
such distress. Arguments
over policy split parties,
parliaments and assemb-
lies. Relief agencies are
accused of wasting

Postbag

money on administration.

We all know, and some- do have is money and as can never have an end.
times repeat, the trite Christians we give what The poor we shall always

what he did have. All we  The giving, the loving,

phrases which are turned ye have. have with us. Money,
out for these occasions. - We pray and we give. which is all most of us
All' the while my We have faith and good" have to give, will con-
brothers and sisters are works and we help indi- tinue to be needed. Make
dying and there really yiduals even though we no mistake about it, that
does appear to be dp not see the person we 50p or £1 will make the
nothing | can do about it.  help, Perhaps those who difference between life
The story of the Good have seen are blessed and death for someone
Samaritan tells me what put even more blessed [ying by some roadside as
gJ tdl? Htlhhﬂlp ny befhe/Z are those who g;;ve w;)th- you read this.
ut In this moaern world oyt seeing to whom they
BglE o s 0 fnd so from the  JOHN MU ANEY
simpistics (Lis one ting Sgreateieyil ol poyerty Save the Children Fund

for an individual to see, comes great love, a great
touch and help another, good. 7 968 (Caversham branch)

SWEET HARMONY

same person to do any-
thing to help thousands,
if not millions, half a
world away. THE St Andrew’s Missionary Committee wish to
Let us leave the give advance notice of a light musical entertain-
economists and politi- mertlttto bg gllve;in byFthg “Swe;:é }I{Sggn%r}\ley" wind
~ B - sextet on Saturday, February 16, . This sextet,
cians to organise  their consisting of pal};s of clarinets, bassoons an
horns with a narrator, specialises in light music of
the eighteenth century, garticularly that of

theories. The evil of
destitution has touched Mozart, J. Christian Bach and their less well-know
contemporaries.

the hearts of the people
of Caversham as indi-
viduals. As individuals
they have done what they
can for other suffering
peaple.

St Peter had no money
to give away, so he gave

The proceeds of the concert will be devoted to
éhhe sphecial missionary projects of St Andrew’s
urch.

Further details will be give in next months
“Caversham Bridge.”

HOW YOU CAN
HELP

Money if needed.
Although the scale of
aid needed is beyond
the scope of any indi-
vidual voluntary
agency or grougin of
agencies, Save the Chil-
dren needs money to
keep its emergency
feeding centres operat-
ing and to open more,
for fuel and transport,
for shelters and plastic
sheeting, and to
employ more local
workers. Work in
Ethiopia in the past
twelve months cost one
million pounds.

Pressure is needed. It's
more vital than ever to
write to your MP and
Euro-MP to press for
more government aid,
articularly for food to
e released from Euro-
pean food mountains.
Grain is a priority.

New Blankets and
clothes for babies and
children are needed.
They should be new
not second hand
(because of the fumiga-
tion laws). Hand them
in to SCF shops, if
possible, or Branches.

Voluntary help may be
needed at Headquar-
ters to deal with the
influx of donations.
Food is not needed
— money is, to buy in
bulk. Food for starving
people needs to be

specialised. There is no

requirement for volun-
teers to help in
Ethiopia. Donations can
be paid over the coun-
ter at any Bank.

9191

The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
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STAN ELDON SPORTS

FOR YOURBACKTO
SCHOOL WEAR

LARGE SELECTION OF
Football boots (screw-ins
and moulded), hockey
boots, rugby jerseys,
football jerseys, shorts,

socks, skirts, blouses,
tracksuits, sweatshirts

STOCKIST OF ALL

HIGHDOWN KIT
AND MANY
OTHER SCHOOLS

STAN ELDON SPORTS

T MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: READING 473588
BARCLAYCARD AND ACCESS WELCOME
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PETER SEAR ON THE MOVE

THERE is to be
another change on the
editorial board of this
paper when the Rev
Peter Sear, who has
been assistant editor
since November 1977,
leaves early next year
to take up his new
anointment as Vicar
of Thatcham. He will
be missed by the
board at their
monthly meetings,

Senior Priest

After Canon Grim-
wade, Peter was the
senior priest as far as
appointment in the
parish was concerned
(“primus inter pares”,
or first among equals)
and it was he who led
the clergy first during
John Grimwade’s
detached retina
operation, then his six
month’s sabbatical

nine months interreg-
num. During this time
he would have liked to
have been more
experimental and he
must be congratulated
on his restraint. In the
event, all went
smoothly and that’s
what counts. It also
gave him a greater
opportunity to work
with the Rev Derek
Spears — their names

where they have
enjoyed his all-round
knowledge, his clear
mind and his job as
clergy liaison. He has
been a most useful
staff photographer
and his own special
favourite was the
series on “Caversham
from the Air”.

and finally during the are so similar that

First days in Emmer
Green

Peter Sear came to
St Barnabas’ in May
1977 as priest-in-
charge. On his second
day, he attended the
diocesan conference
in Swanwick (Derby-
shire) where, among
other things, he was
taught the subleties of
croquet by Colin
Scott-Dempster, who
will be his Rural Dean
in Thatcham. The 50th
anniversary of St Bar-
nabas’ church was the
occasion for a Festi-
val, marked by an
exhibition of history
of Emmer Green and
the church, as well as
other events. Con-
tributions from the
children at the
Emmer Green Prim-
ary School remain a
pleasing memorg‘ It
was just too bad that a
serious attack of
chicken pox laid
Peter low for much of
this time!

During Peter’s time,
the St Barnabas’ Hall
was damaged by fire

Peter and Anne Sear, with Rachel and Catherine

they have often been
confused, though no-
one seeing them both
on their motorcycles
would be in doubt, as
Peter has never been
overtaken by lady
parishioners on bicy-
cles! The two men did
an overland trip to
Israel on their motor-
cycles and one of your
editors, who met up
with them in Greece,
can see them now

wending their way
home, both on one
bike, after an exten-
sive dinner. Peter is &
holder of the National
Motor Cycle Trainin,

Scheme Gold Award.
He would like to be an
instructor if time per-
mitted. No doubt that
two wheels are prefer-
red to four! And in
contrast, Peter keeps
chickens at the bot-
tom of his garden.

Family
Peter’s wife is Anne
and they have two
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children, Rachel, 8%, move — the journey
and Catherine, now 7, could even be faster
who was born shortly than some occasions
after after their oflate!
arrival in Emmer

Thatcham

Green. Anne runs the
Thatcham is happily

2nd Emmer Green

Guide Company and no great distance from

holds a camper’'s Reading, being just

licence, which has east of Newbury on

been used frequently. the A4. Greenham
Common and the Ken-

She will surely

become involved with net form the southern
the Guides in boundary of the par-
Thatcham. She ish. The population
teaches German at 15-20 years ago was
Southlands School on around the 4,000

the other side of mark;today it is 18,000
Reading, and will con-
- tinue to do so after the

and growing. There
has been rapid house-
building, mainly
small houses for
young families.
Although this can
' mean 250 baptisms a
- year, it can also result

' in a greater turn over,
as families grow too
big for the houses.
The church, St Mary's,
. is Victorian rebuild-
ing on an old founda-
tion. It has a fine peal
of 8 bells and one of
the churchwardens is
President of the
National Campanol-
ogy Society. A hall has
been built within the
church with a gallery
above which opens
out to the church at
the first floor level.
Peter is fortunate in
having a non-stipendi-
ary assistant priest,
Walter Barbour. He
has taken early retire-
ment and works full
time in the parish
Ecumenical activity
includes regular Sun-
day evening worship
which goes the rounds
of the wvarious
churches.

The best wishes of
all his friends go to
Peter Sear and his
family. They will
leave with mixed feel-
ings but there is the
exciting challenge of
a large parish where
Peter can see the
great need, not to
mention great poten-
tial, for lay ministry.

— Walton Adams

and he encouraged
the refurbishing and
improving of the
interior following
this. The Church’s
‘‘Handyman’’ sales
had also proved very
popular.

CAVERSHAM
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ESTATE AGENTS

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

(Offices at Reading, Wokingham, Tilehurst,
Streatley, Woodley, Earley and Mortimer)

BEST COVERAGE
LOWEST COMMISSION

TELEPHONE READING 479665
1%2% SOLE AGENCY

If you think of selling now or in the near future, please contact us at the above
address and we will provide a free valuation and rrofussional advice on all aspects
of selling and buying. No sale — no fee.

910275

THE Group is pleased to announce that £131 was made at the All Sorts
Fair and also £36 taken in cards and foods for the Foundation. The
Fair was opened by his Worship the Mayor, Ron Jewitt and the
Mayoress, and the Group thanks them for their patronage.

The home at Nettle- |-

bed recently said a
sad farewell to their
founder Matron, Mrs
Avril Moat. Every-
body's heartfelt
thanks and love were
expressed to her for
her help in starting
the home and lovingly
running it for five
years. The Group too
wishes her well as she
cares for her own
family and home
following her hus-
band’s death.

m|E
ao

The Christmas Fair
will this year take
place on Saturday
December 8 at the
Regal Centre Walling-
ford 1lam-3pm. The
Group will have a stall
including jams, cakes,
handicrafts and
sweets and will gladly
receive gifts. Contact
Mrs Ann Deane,
473798.

SUE RYDER SUPPORT GROUP

He has found the par-
ish here warm and
friendly, but this is
the right time for him
to make a move and he
is looking forward to
it. God bless them all
in their new life in
Thatcham.

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES
CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or just old
or unusual? Do you want to be sure you get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and sells
antiques in the area. She depends on her reputation for
fair and honest prices. o

Give her a ring. There is no charge and no obligation

ALSO...

Valuations for insurance and probate
Furniture restored, repaired and re-upholstered
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Reading 472175
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AUTOELECTRICAL AND
MOTOR COMPONENTS
LEADING SUPPLIERS OF
ALL YOUR MOTORING NEEDS
FOR HELPFUL, FRIENDLY SERVICE
AND AUTO ELECTRICAL REPAIRS
FREE ALTERNATOR AND STARTER CHECKS

OPEN: MON/TUE 845600 WED/SAT 8.45-5.30
* THUR/FRI8.45-6.00 SUNDAY 9.30-12.00

AUTO ELECTRIC & MOTOR COMPONENTS

49 DONKIN HILL, CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE RG4 0DG

TRY OUR BATTERY PRICES ]

‘14J.el.:l4{4JJJLDXJXJILXJJX»IJLI«IJIJJXJXal-al AAALAALG

FLYMO RECNOEW AND 3
MOUNTFIELD NDITIONED &I
HAYTER MACHINES :

ATCO. etc Free estimates &

o
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®

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 473308

Sales and Service

Always large stock
Agents for of

229095229828255228)

t
¥
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READING all the
back numbers of the
School magazine,
prompted by Queen
Anne's recent birth-
day, is hardly a recom-
mended literary
experience but it did
produce some items
worthy of record,
illustrating the
changes since 38 girls
and four staff arrived
from London to
“benefit from the
bracing air”.

With a headmistress
then only 28 — two
ears before she had
een the youngest
Head in the country —
who shook each
pupil’s hand every
morning, wished them
goodnight indi-
vidually and allowed
them to go for walks
unsupervised, it must
have been a most pro-
ressive institution
or its day, with half of
its pupils coming from
a school for the rich
and the rest from a
school for the poor.

Euclid to Fretwork
Starting with a
somewhat limited cur-
riculum — Patching
and Darning in the
1900s were among the
first externally

E. &R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clark (ret)

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings i

Panel beating, spraying, chassis
repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken

—

D. H. WATTS |

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM

AATEIEL LEATUUUEAAAUAURURUEREUEUIAAULUAUEURUARTRUR AR AR

YOUR LOCAL GROCER

Why not call and see our large stock of
Grocery, Fruit and Greengrocery?

FUVARAATINRAALALUVAREERLALARATARAR ATUALEARLARIRAL G AR RARR ARV AANS

TELEPHONE READING 471731

91086

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

SUPREMA DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

2o ]

BOOKS

ANTIQUARIAN AND SECOND-HAND
R.D. and J. HOOKER

Reputable local dealers always interested in
purchasing good condition old and modern books
Any guantity — can call

479864 after 2pm 822265

examined subjects —
Dalcross Eurhyth-
mics, Plainsong with
raiseworthy ‘“‘faux
ourdons”, a domestic
science course at Hill-

| side, work in leather

and brass, basket-
weaving chip-carving,
ardboard sloyd, fine-
drawn thread work,

day. Hockey was soon
uperseded by lac-

for over 60 years.

While swimming
styles changed with
the emphasis in 1926
on trudgeon, side-
stroke and backscull-
ing, the daily drill —
conducted by monit-
resses called the
Sergeants
remained unchanged
until 1952.

Out of Class

There was little
opportunity for the
Devil to find idle
hands with clubs
covering every con-
ceivable topic. Not all
were as successful as
the Insect Collectin,
Club which bagge
two Bloody Nosed
Beetles in 1899 or the
Astronomical Club for
which the recognition
of 10 constellations
was the entry require-
ment, but dances were
popular even though
they meant a walk to
Balmore Hall until
the School’s own hall
was built in 1930.
Early outings were by
brake including one
to Wood End Farm in
1899, but in 1908 trains
and the new char-
abancs — one broke
down — went to Burn-
ham Beeches. The
1926 General Strike
saw a hurried change
of plans to a steamer
trip to Streatley — a
far cry from the first

, visit to the Soviet

Union in 1973. Costs
were extras on top of
the school fees, which
rose from £57 per
annum in 1917 to £198
in 1951 and, with
travelling and uni-
form, to £350-£400 in
1959.

Spotty Schoolgirls

The “bracing air”
did_little to prevent
epidemics which
extended holidays
and, one November,
closed the school
altogether. Measles,
German Measles,
Mumps, Whooping
Cough — diseases now
associated with youn-
er children — either
in Reading or in the
School itself, often
curtailed activities.
Girls helping to enter-
tain the poor at the
London Mission had
to have had the
“necessary diseases’.
Even as recently as
1953 ’flu put over 100
girls to bed at the
same time with the
rest of the staff — 22
were off sick together
— doing the nursing
and housework.

Helping Themselves
and Others

From early days the
School had its own
Fire Brigade with 30
staff and girls, gra-
dually acquiring a
two-man pump, a long
hose which wet parti-
cipants more than any
conflagration, a chute
“to practise coming
down, when it hangs
vertically from a win-
dow” and, in 1914, a
new system for giving
the alarm — “a pla-
card inscribed ‘FIRE’.
Since 1898 when gar-
ments were sent {o St
Giles for girls;going
into service and. the
unclaimed items, in
the Confiscation dup<
board went to the
poor of Camberwell,
many have benefited.
Eighteen shillings
and sixpence paid the
fare and two weeks’
board for a poor boi;'s
holiday, though by
boarding her with a
School ex-housemaid,
the poor girl’s holiday
may have been
cheaper. One hundred
and fifty pupils from
Silver Street Ragged
School were enter-
tained in 1904, and
troops and refugees
during and after the
World Wars were the
recipients of com-
forts, sweets, home-
made respirators and
sandbags. In 1915, two
boxes of foxglove
leaves were sent for
“War medical pur-
poses”.

Give Us The Money
For charities as
well as for major
school improvements,
not a term has passed
without some fund-
raising activity. Darn-
ing stockings, making
dishcloths, cleanin
bicycles, fetes — wit!
one memorable one
open to the public and
with Margaret Ruther-
ford as the star attrac-
tion, sponsored walks,
concerts with the

Headmistress per-
forming in a grass
skirt, no possibility
has been ignored
since 14s 8d was
raised with a bor-
rowed gramophone in
1901, until nearly
£4,000 was produced
recently for the Ken
Thomas Appeal. Nine-
teen-fifteen saw the
award of money prizes
at Speech Day which
the winners had to
hand back as they left
the platform to buy
wheelchairs for
wounded troops and
at the same time a
presentation to an Old
Girl for past service
was on condition that
she used it to buy an
artificial leg for an ex-
soldier.

My Country Right or
Wrong

Although Conservative
allegiance — exhibited
on Election Day 1923 b;
the girls going into Read-
ing wearing Conserva-
tive colours — only once
wavered with a large
majority for Labour in
the mock election of
1960, the school’s patriot-
ism, if not jingoism, has
been constant. The
appearance of Lord
Kitchener on lime light
slides during the Sudan
Campaign was loudly
applauded. The surren-
der of Pretoria in 1900
during the Boer War saw
the whole School, with
staff and girls dressed in
red, white and blue,
parading up Caversham
Hill to Colonel Rad-
cliffe’s house, carrying
Union Jacks and pic-
tures of Queen Victoria
and the relevant Gene-
rals. Girls wore daisies
as symbols of imperial-
isms on later Empire
Days and Peace Day 1919
and the later opening of
Caversham Bridge were
celebrated with the
formations of living
Union Jacks.

The Changing

World .
The girls ‘““much
appreciated” the show-
ing in the Town Hall of
“Our Army and Our
Navy'' on the new
cinematograph in 1906,
Zeppelin Raid Drill and
the cancelling of potato
races at the Sports were
noted during the first
World War as were the
erection of high poles on

the Games Field, to |

deter parachutists, dur-
ing the second, and the
cutting short of the 50th
birthda{ dance so that
all could gather round
the radio to hear the
latest reports of the D-
Day landings.
Present-day quils
think nothing of jetting
half round the world; not
so in 1912, when “On
Ascension Day Miss

Livermore darted into |

the dining room and
informed us in a breath-
less voice that an aero-
glane was flying over the
chool. We all dashed
with one accord to the
Front Lawn where we
found the staff already
assembled. As the aero-
plane passed over we
waved our handker-
chiefs and cheered
enthusiastically and M.
Salmer, who was drivin,
the machine answere

by flashing a red light.”

What happened to
the Assagai?
As usual after such a
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marathon read, one is
left with more question
than answers. Which was
appreciated most, the
160 tam-o-shanters sent
to the troops at Ladzs-
mith in 1900, the
entertainment with a
Drill display for the
wounded at the Caver-
sham War Hospital in
1915, or the button hooks
and hat pins awarded as
a}'izes in the 1908 sports?

hat did the girls learn
in the four lectures on
“The Care of the Brain”
in 1907? What were the
feelings of the prefects
who, until the School
Chaplain invented a pul-
ley system in 1929, had to
balance up a 10 foot ste
ladder to trim, fill an
light the Sanctuary
Lamp at 7.45 every Sun-
day Morning? How did

NINETY YEARS IN CAVERSHAM

the girls address one-
time teacher, Miss Scott-
Scott, and did Senior
Mistress, Miss Faull,
really make all the
blackout curtains in
1939? What happened to
the school museum, con-
sisting_mainly of gifts
from Old Girls accom-
panying their husbands
to serve in the outposts
of Empire? What became
of the assagai? Was it the
singérs or the accompan-
ist whose limited reper-
toire caused the School
to sing the same hymn —
“New Every Morning” —
every day and why, until
the School’s own chapel
was finished in 1899,
were Sundafr services
held at St Giles and not
St Peter’s? Perhaps Par-
ish records may have the
answer to that one.
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N. G. KENT & SONS
LADIES AND GENTS

ALTERATION
TAILORS

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378
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* MEN’S DRESS HIRE

* INVISIBLE REPAIR SERVICE

* JACKETS AND COATS RELINED
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WELLBELOVE

TIILES|

OVER 2,000 TILES ON DISPLAY
ITALIAN WALL TILES FROM £5.94 SQ YD

FIXING SERVICE BY OUR OWN
EXPERTS

FREE DELIVERIES
JANNERFLOW KITCHEN ON DISPLAY

14 NORTH READING CENTRE
EMMER GREEN (OPPOSITE POND) TEL. 478853

9-5.30 Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat
LATE NIGHT OPEN WED 8pm
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Sales of Antique Furniture and Other Effects
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Telephone 5321
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Atiranah

1and br

PHOTOGRAPHERS
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& Son Limited

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
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A FOREIGNER IN

WE CONTINUE our
series on -young
Christian %eople
working abroad.
Anne Ringrose
writes:

Peopie ask me to
tell them what
China is like and at
this question I am
always stumped! T
have lived there for
two years, teaching
English in a college
of agriculture, but
the longer I am
there, the more I
appreciate how lit-
tle I know of this
China, this vast
land with its
immense popula-
tion. So I do not
propose to write
about “China”, but
only to try to tell
you a little of the
corner where I live
and work, of my

particular life and
of what have
learnt from my
friends there.

I work in Nanning,
the provincial capital
of Guangxi, one of the
most southernmost

rovinces of China.

anning lies a little
over one hundred
miles away from the
troubled border with
Vietnam. It is not a big
city but the popula-
tion is large (800,000)
as any city attracts
people. It is where a
weali)thier way of life
lies. Rather like the
England of about one
hundred and fifty
years ago, the contrast
of town and country is
startlingly vivid,
perhaps especially so
in Guangxi, which is
one of the poorer pro-
vinces of the country.
transport. I too have
my bike and enjoy the
freedom it gives me,
once I had become

* Staff/pupil ratio 1:10

Emhley
Park
School

ROMSEY, HAMPSHIRE SO5 0ZE
Telephone Romsey (0794) 512206

Independent Boys’ School for Boarders
and Day Pupils: Age range 11to 18

* Good general education in small, friendly school
* Boys prepared for GCE at all levels

* Tutorial system with weekly record cards
* Good facilities for sport
* Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme

For prospectus apply to the HEADMASTER
8232&
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JORDAN BROS

PLUMBING AND
CENTRAL
HEATING

36 Harrogate Road
Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 473667 or 862266

90207
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CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout

the year for the care of children from 0-5

School is open during

term time. The babies and children are cared

for by trained staff assisted by our own
student nursery nurses.

years. The Nursery

Particulars from: The Principal
20 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading

Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

90297

used to the peculiari-
ties of riding a bike in
China, such as com-
plete disrespect for
the rules of the road

‘With the river Yong
dividing the city in
half, spanned by an
attractive bridge top-
ped with its elegant
street lamps, its wide
streets lined with
green trees, Nanning
1S a pleasant city to
find yourself in! Like
all Chinese cities it is
crammed with bicy-
cles: bicycles in all
directions, bells con-
tinuously ringing,
bicycles with one per-
son, two, three people
on them, or piled high
with anything from
vegetables to ducks to
furniture. They are
the major form of
and riding at night in
total darkness with no
lights.

HOT AND HUMID

The pace of life is
quite slow there,
necessarily )
perhaps, because of
the limitations of
transport and also the
weather. The summer
heat will allow for no
rushing about. The

[temperature is about

35-36°C (90-95°F) and it
is humid. The pros-
pect of sleeping on a
straw mat on wooden
boards with no mat-
tress struck me as
impossible initially
but I was soon to learn
the wisdom of it. The
winter, by contrast, is
quite cool but short,
temperatures drop-
ping to 3-4°C (36-40°F).
The damp and the

-lack of heating,

however, make it
quite chilly, so people
cope by wearing
layers and layers of
with the end
result being that we
all look like Michelin
men.

LIVING WITHOUT

Like most people I
live in the place
where I work, in a
small bungalow, the
kind of accommoda-
tion normally pro-
vided for vice-profes-
sors or foreign
teachers. I delight in
showing friends here
a picture of my
kitchen as it results in
instant sympathy, but
the rest of the place is
very bright and cheer-
ful. My first year was
not very comfortable.
All washing, of self
and clothing, was
done in a metal
bucket; there was no
fridge so no cold
drinks, even in such
heat. Being the first
foreign teacher ever
to work in the college
meant that the people

.| there had to learn as
'{much about me as I

had to learn about

‘them. By the end of
'this, my second year, I
|have a was

ing-
machine, a fridge and
a hot-water shower.
My appreciation of
each item has been
greatly deepened hav-
ing been without!

Most Chinese families
are without.

I take my main
meals in the college
canteen. The staple
food is of course rice,
and plenty of it, with a
green vegetable and a
little meat, although
as a foreigner I get
rather more. Eating
with friends, and their
families is always a
great treat. Everyone
complains about the
canteen food!

COMPANIONSHIP

I am very fortunate
to live with two
Chinese girls whose
company I enjoy very
much. They have
taught me so much of
the little customs,
which, if you are not
familiar with them,
can lead to absurd
misunderstandings. A
small thing such as
taking something the
first time it is offered
to you will be thought
quite rude! Goodwill
and a sense of
humour, to reach
beyond the differ-
ences of our cultures,
is in high daily
demand.

The usual day
involves an early
start. Classes begin at
7.30am so the
loudspeakers will
blare out their wake-
up tunes and the news
at six o’clock, fol-
lowed by the morning
exercises which I
have never yet taken
ﬁan in! At midday we
have a long break dur-
mi which everyone
takes their ‘“nap’,
even myself in sum-
mer. Evenings can be
sglent in various ways.
There is television,
and the cinema is very
popular. Most work
units have an open-air
cinema: watching a
film in the pouring
rain is a novel experi-
ence. Most of my own
time is spent with
people. Being one of
only about thirty
foreigners in the city
means that people
will attempt to seize
any opportunity they
have of practising
their English on you.
However, being an
English teacher at the
outset means this can
lose its charm after a
while!

LONELINESS

Loneliness is often
a problem for a
foreigner in China.
Though for an instant
during the day I might
forget I am a
foreigner, the inevit-
able curious stares

will be a quick remin- |

der. Yet have
enjoyed a very warm
welcome from so
many, and after two

years 1 have made |

some good friends.

So China is ap

fascinating country,
although not always
an easy one in which

to be. Then follows, ||

the ques-

naturallg.
y China for

tion “W

:

you?”, which always
makes me smile
because initially I had
no thought in my head
to go to China. My one
aim was to get to
India, but God thought
differently and sent
me off to China. Only
make yourself avail-
able to Him and you
never know where you
may end up nor what
you may be doing! I
am in China as a
Christian teacher, to
reveal, God help me,
His great love to all
those who live and
work around me.
There is keen interest
to learn about God,
and a desire in the

hearts of some to|,

actually know Him.

The discretion I must

exercise in this
respect must
regretfully be

extended also to this
article, so may I here
simply thank God for
the increase in free-
dom for people to wor-
ship Him in China,
and thank Him for our
greater freedom in
Britain. So [ ask you to
pray for the Chinese
people, her govern-
ment, and for all those
working in China at
the call of God.

B Anne with the two friends with whom she lives
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JENNINGS BROS
FAMILY BUTCHERS

10% DISCOUNT

GIVEN OFF CURRENT
RETAIL PRICES
ON PURCHASES

OVER £25

BRANCHES AT:

PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471528

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Telephone Reading 474087

THE TRIANGLE, TILEHURST
Telephone Reading 23738

3 READING ROAD, HENLEY
Telephone Henley 78152

ﬁ:

WEST BERKSHIRE
COMMUNITY HEALTH
COUNCIL

The West Berkshire Community Heath Council represents the
public’s interest in Health Service affairs in Caversham,
Reading and West Berkshire.

The twenty-four members of the Council are drawn from local
authorities, voluntary organisations and other sections of the
community. They form an experienced independent group,
representing your health care interests.

Council meetings held regularly are open to the public and
notes are put in the local press
The influence and effectiveness of the Council depends on the
weight of public opinion behind it. Views, ideas, proposals or

complaints on any aspect of local health affairs — from
individuals or from community or other groups — are
welcome.

The more views that come to hand the better the Council can

For further information, call or telephone our friendly staff
John Stevens (Secretary), 10 Gun Street, Reading
(behind Heelas) Telephone Reading 595678

act on your behalf.
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ST PETER’S

IT HAS been an
eventful period at
St Peter's. First
came the Ordina-
tion service, at
which 11 men were
ordained Deacon
and one lady as
Deaconess. The
church was cram-
med full with sup-
porting families
and friends who
saw the Bishop of
Oxford, the Rt Rev
Patrick Rodger, lay
hands on the 12
people. Eleven of
these were non-
stipendiary minis-
ters and the twelfth
man, but by no
means the reserve,
was Peter Matthew
Mullins who has
joined St Peter’s
church as curate.

B 5
o0

The following Sun-
day was Dedication
Sunday, traditionally
the first Sunday in
October when the
original date of dedi-
cation has been lost in
the mists of time. The
church again was
beautifully decorated.
In memory of Col
Oswald Francis and at
the service he
attended so regularly,
the 11.15am Commun-
ion service was
enhanced by the dedi-
cation of a new Trinity
frontal.. Lk  was
designed by Mrs Lucy
Judd, who has been
responsible for tapes-
try work in Salisbury
Cathedral and at the
Museum there. The
simple green frontal,
made by Mr Robin
Kitcher, was covered
by Mrs Judd's splen-
did super frontal, of
gold work in an

pattern which Mrs
Mary Smith, in her
quiet behind-the-
scenes fashion,
helped to secure
safely. The service
was the first taken by
the Rev Peter Mullins
which he did with con-
fidence and compe-
tence. Many of Col
Francis’ family were
present, including his
three daughters who
donated the frontal,
grandchildren and
great grandchildren.
The church is much
enriched and most
grateful for this offer-
ing in memory of a
much loved man.

The Harvest supper,
held at St Andrew’s
Hall was an enjoyable
evening, and a variety
of excellent food was
eaten before the
serious business of
the evening — country
dancing. The Social
and Entertainments

‘committee are to be

thanked for the hard
work put in to make it
such a good time for
everyone.

ol
) !

Harvest Festival
itself brought many to
the church, so finely
en féte for the occa-
sion. A vast amount of
produce was offered
during the service, the
bulk of which was
taken to REAP. Hl h

lights were
decorations made by
the children — a

working model of
Mapledurham Mill,
not to mention the
results of various bak-
ings with the flour
ground there. Once
again the pillar
decorations vied with
the glorious flower
arrangements to steal
the show.

NEWS FROM
antaue romanesne 1 H K CHAPEL

Reading Bible
Convention October

THIS annual event,
organised by the
Reading and Dis-
trict Evangelical
Fellowship, is an
opportumty to hear
God’s Word
expounded by some
fine Bible teachers.
The Rev Jim Gra-
ham and Martin
Goldsmith are two
such men.

This year we packed
into the Salvation
Army Central Hall for
three evenings to hear
the message they
brought to us. On the
Tuesday and Wednes-
day the Rev Jim Gra-
ham, pastor of Gold
hill Baptist Church,
ministered from
Titus, covering
various aspects of
church leadership
and life. God-called
church leadership is
vital to the ongoing
ministry of the
church, and we were
encouraged to obey
and pray for those in
authority over us.

On the third evening
Martin Goldsmith, a
converted Jew, ex-
missionary and now
tutor at All Nations
Christian College,
spoke to us. His sub-
ject was the command
of Jesus that we
should evangelise the
whole world. As
Christians we can
learn much from the
“zeal” of the Muslims
— how much more
zealous should we be.
As we reach out to a
world without Christ,
we must go in the con-

fidence of Revelation*

5 verse 9 — the blood
of Jesus is to purchase

PEPPERS

Window Cleaning

*

Service

470391

* *

Domestic and Contract
Quotations Supplied

*

5118

men in every tribe

and nation.

Next year’s conven-
tion has been planned
for November 12-14,
and God willing the
speaker will be Ian
Barclay.

From Caversham to
Poland

As a fellowship, the
high spot of the month
was a visit to Poland
by our pastor, Chris
Justice. He had been
invited to go there,
with another Pastor in
Reading, by the
Evangelical Church in
Warsaw. Although it
was quite a short visit,
from October 12-15, it
was possible to pack a
lot into the time. One
day was given to
teaching sessions on
“church life” and the
following day’s pro-
gramme included two
worship services and
an evangelistic ser-
vice. Like many other
Eeople in Britain, we

ave had a great con-
cern for the people of
Poland in recent
years; and, in addition
to praying for them,
have been able to
send gifts. But we're
very pleased that
Chris was able to go
and meet our brothers
and sisters in Christ
in person.

SPONSORED
SERMON

THE Rector of St
Peter’s Church, Caver-
sham, the 'Rev
Richard Kingsbury,
will be giving a spon-
sored sermon at St
Peter’s on Saturday,
December 8, to raise
money for the Save
the Children Fund.
However, it is the
members of the listen-
ing congregation who
will be seeking spon-
sors for the number of
hours that they are

repared to sit and
isten to Richard.

Save the Children
does save children’s
lives and here is your
chance to help. If you
would like to become
a sponsored listener
to Richard's sermon
and Richard
intends to try and beat
the existing record by
carrying on speakin
for nine hours — an
are prepared to give
up one or more hours
to help Save the
Children (you get
sponsored at so much

| per hour) then apply

to Mrs Elsie South, of
32 Priest Hill, Caver-
sham, for sponsor and
registration form,
telephone No. 473780
or Norman G. Kent, 42
Highmoor Road,
Caversham, telephone
475472 (evening),
479378 (day).

DON'T PUT IT OFF
UNTIL TOMORROW
—'PHONE NOW.
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W Junior members of the choirs of the parish who had a trip to Bath and Bristol in

|Septe

SEPTEMBER ended
with Harvest Festival
Sunday largely
organised by the staff,
parents and children
of the school. They
gathered together the
produce, designed
posters and arranged
their display in
church. Afterwards
they helped to take
the produce,as a gift
to the Carmelite
convent.

By way of complete
contrast, and on an all
too sadly topical note,
there was a Family
Fast the next Friday,
for the needy of the
world

But October events b

began with the much
publicised, long awa-
ited . .. parish knit-in.
Sponsor forms were
available well before-
hand to stimulate
Farlshloners support

or the knitters’ zeal.
The event had no less
than three lofty aims
as quoted by the par-
ish bulletin — 1, a

good money raiser for

ST ANNE'S NEWS

the parish; 2, an
enjoyable get-
together and 3, a
blanket for Hungary.
It turned out to be a
very successful eve-
ning, though final
results are still awa-
ited with bated
breath.

On October 12, 13
and 14 was held Forty
Hours Prayer, with
exposition of the

sacrament. It was well -

attended from all
areas of the parish
and it was noted that
the number of watch-
ers participating in
this annual devotion
has been growing year
y year.

Without pausing for
breath, further action
was rallied for the
next Jumble Sale,
when faithful helpers
and any and all
buyers were sum-
moned to assist and
promised jumble and
allsorts. ..

Can November keep
up the pace?

STBARNABAS'
ANNUAL

CHRISTIAS
FAIR

in support of Dr
Guy Daynes’

medical work in
the Transkei

Saturday
December 1
from 2.30pm

in ST BARNABAS'
HALL

EMMER GREEN

Christmas gifts
— sweets —
— cakes —

— jewellery —

— groceries —
— fancy goods —
-—children’'s—
- books and toys &

HUGGINS OLIVER & TAYLOR
SOLICITORS

14 Church St, Caversham
Tel: 477678

CONVEYANCING

AND ALL OTHER LEGAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN AT REASONABLE COST
FREE QUOTATIONS GIVEN ON REQUEST

823261
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Pilgrimage to St
Albans
OR MORE prosaically
Shield’s Away-day for
the Baptist Church.
This year the annual
outing, masterminded
by Mr Ken Shield in
the caPaciw of both
travel agent and
courier-in-chief, was a
combination of busi-
ness with pleasure in
that it was staged to
coincide with the
induction of the Revd
Philip Webb to the
pastorate of the Bap-
tist Church at Dagnall
Street, St Albans.
Some ninety members
and friends travelled
by coach through
beautiful countryside
to that bastion of
Christendom on a day
which the weather
prophets had decreed
would, at best, be
indifferent but which
in reality proved them
wrong. On arrival the
party dispersed to do
as they wished, the
Cathedral or Abbey —
the ecclesiastical
authorities are not

clear which — being ,,

the chief attraction
with the street market
a close second. The
majority then took
lunch alfresco style in
the park adjoining the
Abbey, or Cathedral,

before converging on &

Dagnall Street for the
Induction Service.
The Induction was a
memorable occasion
enhanced in no small
measure by the
address given by a
Caversham resident,
the Revd Roger
Hayden, who is Minis-
ter of Abbey Baptist
Church, Reading, and
with whom Philip
Webb had a close
workm%l relationship
during his assignment
at Baptist Union
Headquarters.
Following the Ser-

vice the Members of

the Dagnall Street
Church entertained
over three hundred
visitors to tea which
proved to be no curly-
cut sandwich affair
but a meal which
would have graced
any table — they cer-
tainly live well at St
Albans.

Didn’t they do well
SO SAID a well known
television personality
and so say all of us.
“They” are the Gospel
Singers, the Group of
eighteen or so members
and friends of the Bap-
tist Church who first met
in February 1983 to
“Sing Unto The Lord a
Joyful Song”. They did
just that on a recent
Saturday when they
staged their first musical
evening in the Church.
The Group, led by Miss
Sue Allum, supported by
instrumentalists and
Guest Artistes, Mr David
and Mrs Dorothy North
and Mrs Jo Packham,
gave a good account of
themselves in the
rendering of a wide
range of sacred songs
interspersed with audi-
ence participation in the
singing of well known
much loved hymns.
One of the highlights of
the evening was the sing-
ing of “Come Thou Fount
of Every Blessing” by
four male stalwarts, the
only four in the Group. In
the limelight they
eared somewhat
diffident and self-con-
scious but their obvious
misgivings in succum-
bing to the wily charms
and persuasive powers
of their leader were ill-
founded. At the conclu-
sion of the performance,
admission to which was
free, a retiring collection
raised £60 for TEAR
Fund — The Evangelical
Alliance Relief Fund.

The Group seeks to
increase its numbers
and range of voices espe-
cially in the male section
and Sue Allum — Tele-
phone 478330 — would
welcome inquiries from
those whom the Lord has
endowed with the gift of
song.

The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Rev Patrick Rodger, with the Rev

| BAPTls'fNEws ORDINATION AT
ST. PETER'S

Peter Mullins (right) after his Ordination at St Peter’s

— Courtesy Reading Chronicle

ST. MARGARET'S

NEWS

Harvest supper

WARMTH. Happy
voices. Noise. Laden
tables. Music. The
bustle of man
people. Thoughts of
the Mapledurham
Mob (St Margaret’s
teenage group) on the
Harvest Supper held
on Saturday, October
20, when almost 100

eople met to cele-
grate the safe gather-
ing-in of the harvest.
Among those enjoying
the evening were
some 20 young %e?le
from the Methodist
Church, Caversham
Heights, whom it was
a delight to welcome.

* Mullins, and

=

JYOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 50 YEARSk

Martin& Pole, John D.Wood

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS AND ESTATE

AGENTS

LOCAL OFFICE

16 CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TEL. READING 472877 and 477561

Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring,:
Henley, Mortimer, Thatcham and Newbury

Associated Offices: London and Wokingham
London Office: 23 Berkeley Square, W1

'\ PROPERTY IS OUR BUSINESV.

Also joining in the fun
for the first time were
Richard and Angela
plus family, and Peter
it is
hoped that they will
join in many more of
these happy occa-
sions. In a real family

Y atmosphere dancing

— well, some danced
— to the splendid
playing of Wheel-
wright Bane.

Grateful thanks go
to all who decorated
the old village hall so
attractively for the
event and to all those
who must have spent
so many busy hours to
produce such a
wonderful harvest
supper. It was indeed
a very successful eve-
ning. Congratulations
to those who arranged
it.

?

Ethiopian
Appeal

The Board of Directors
of the Caversham Bridge
Newspaper hasgiven £100
towards the Ethiopian
Appeal.

Thanks to all those who
buy the paper and to the
advertisers, this is the
second occasion this year
that the Board has been
able to make a charitable
donation.

R TR
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Sorry!
H

Apologies to our many
distributors. Owing to
problems beyond out con-
trol, the production of this
edition of the Bridge has
been delayed.

LINK GROUP

MEMBERS of the Link
Group met at the
home of Mrs Anthea
Prescott on Mon-
day,October 22. The
main object of the
meeting was to dis-
cuss the way forward
for the group.

The Chairman
reminded members
that exactly ten years
ago the money raised
during the Family
Festival was handed
over to those causes it
had been decided to
help. From that begin-
ning the Link Grou
was formed as a lin
between members of
churches of different
denominations in
Caversham, and
between those people
who for various
reasons need help
and those who are
able to offer it. The
group continues to
give not only material

' help but also genuine

friendship to an
increasing number of
those in need. It has
been the aim from the
first to show personal
interest where pos-

sible; for example the
annual outing for
mentally handi-
capped children and
the fortnightly tea
garties for house-
ound people.

_From much discus-
sion it had become
obvious that the many
caring groups in
Caversham could
avoid overla(i)ping if
they co-ordinated
their efforts and mem-
bers were enthusias-
tic in promoting ways
of achieving this co-
operation. In this way
it was hoped that
everything possible
would be done to
ensure that nobody in
Caversham would be
without help of some
kind.

Finally members
were reminded that
Reading Emergency
Accommodation Pro-
ject was in urgent
need, with the onset of
winter, of warm cloth-
ing for the many
homeless for whom
they offer shelter and
food.

COME CAROL
SINGING IN LOWER
CAVERSHAM

Saturday December 22
5pm Meet at St John's Church
7pm Stop-off for soup in the church
(latecomers can join in)

8-8.30 Hot punch and mince pies in
the church
All welcome. Members of the Reading Brass will

provide musical accompaniment. Please bring a torch
etc. Carol sheets provided.

13026

The Editors apologise to many contributors,
whose articles are not published this month, due
to lack of space. Non-topical items are held over

for the next issue.

13025

QUARTERLY
MEETINGS

AT THE
BAPTIST
CHURCH
CENTRE

THE first of these meet-
ings took place on Octo-
ber 6 when Max Sinclair,
author of Halfway to
Heaven, and Director of
Hildenborough Hall,
Christian Conference
Centre, came and spoke
For the first of these
meetings the organisers
were greatly encouraged
to see such a good num-
ber of friends from other
fellowships in Caver-
sham and from across
the river present. A time
of worship was led by
“New Light”, a music
group from the Baptist
Church, after which Max
Sinclair brought a clear,
very down to earth mes-
sage. As one who has
experienced suffering,
he did not offer a “soft”
Gospel but spelled out
very clearly the cost
involved in committing
oneself to and in follow-
ing Christ. At the end of
the meeting several
friends expressed a
desire to know more of
Christ and we pray that
the seed sown may grow
and that they will in
repentance come to
Jesus. L
The next meeting is on
December 8, details else-
where in this issue.

EXPERT RE-UPHOLSTERY
BY LOCAL CRAFTSMEN

YOUR 3-PIECE SUITE OR FIRESIDE CHAIR ETC
RECOVERED WITH PERSONAL PRIDE AND

SERVICE

COMPLETE CURTAIN MAKING SERVICE

BLINDS SUPPLIED AND FITTED

TAILOR-MADE LOOSE COVERS

SUNDRIES SUPPLIED

FOAM CUSHIONS CUT TO ORDER

PROSPECT FURNISHINGS

Proprietor: H. Ellis

6 Prospect Street, Caversham

Reading RG4 8JG
Tel: (0734) 476565

Car park at rear of shop. Furniture bought and sold
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A. B. WALKER
& SONLTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business serving
Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 53650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

24051

I TOMALIN & SON
A.F.JONES I (NAF.D)
MASTER Funeral
MASONS Directors
Craftsmen in Stone 48NewS :
ew Stree
B%%i%’;ﬁgD Henley-on-Thames
Telephone Telephone 3370
53537 DAY AND NIGHT

A.H. WHITE
(NAFED,)
8 Fine Memorials in

New Offices and Private | [ Marble, Stone and

Chapel Granite
15 BOULT STREET | ® Restoration and all
READING other masonry
(Rear 11 The Grove) undertaken
Telephone 54334
Late 63921

50338

W.R.BOURTON & SON
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

111 WATLINGTON STREET, READING

24-HOUR SERVICE

13038

Tel: 53825

OBITUARIES

FOR many older
people who have
resided in Maple-
durham parish for a
number of years,
this September was
rather a sad month,
for in just over a
week they lost three
members of the com-
munity whom they

| had known for a long

while. Mr William
Geer, who lived in
Woodcote Way for
many years, only
survived his sister,
May, by five months.
Mrs Edna Tinson of
Chazey Road died on
September 23. She
had been in poor
health for many
years. Both
belonged to the

Jubilee Club and
Mrs Tinson was a
member of The
Women'’s Institute.

On September 19
Mr Tom Pickerin
died at Goring after
a long illness. Mr
and Mrs Pickerin
lived for many years
in Mapledurham vil-
lage and both were
active members of St
Margaret’s Church
where Tom was a
server. Some twenty
years ago he and his
wife, Maud, moved
to Goring, but St
Margaret’s has
always kept in touch
with them.

We extend our
deepest sympathy to
all three families.

Mr Leonard Tinson

EXACTLY a month
to the day after the
loss of his wife, we
have to record the
death of Mr William
Tinson, once Maple-
durham’s local
oliceman. Except
or service in the
1914-18 war, he
spent his life in the
police force, living
and worklng in

1| Mapledurham dur-

ing the years of the
Second World War
and for a short time
afterwards. Ever

fl[since retirement,

he and his wife

d/lived in Chazey

Road, where he

_{ cultivated his large

garden with great
enthusiasm as long
as he was able. For
a short time after he
left the police force
he worked part-
time for the RAF at

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Low Winter Rates now apply on all
interior decorating
2 Priest Hill Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642

SEND
TO

HOUSE’S
COACHES

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
ALL THEIR CLIENTS

Woodcote and then
at the English Fore-
stry. He was a mem-
ber of the local Brit-
ish Legion. !

Those who visited
Mr and Mrs Tinson
over the last few
years will remem-
ber him for the
wonderful way in
which he looked
after his ailing wife
and tried so hard to
keep their little
home going for as
long as possible.
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GOSBROOK ROAD

FRIENDS at Caver-
sham Methodist
Church are now well
into the swing of Win-
ter activities. The
Band took part in
their final competi-
tion of the year at
Hendon and came
home with two
trophies, one for the
best Colour Guard
and the other for best
Display and
Showmanship. They
are now working hard
on the Winter Guard
and learning new
music for next season.

Organised by Mr
Tony Champion, the
Boy’s Brigade has
spearheaded the
building of a patio
outside the Church
Hall. The work is well
underway and will be
a great improvement,
which will enhance
the look of the pre-
mises.

A Circuit Local
Preachers conference
was held at Gosbrook
Road during October.
This was based on the
new hymn book
“Hymns and Psalms”,
and was a great
benefit to all who
attended.

Mr Laurie Gregory,
Officer in charge of
the Junior Section of
the Boy’'s Brigade,
organised a Book Sale
and Coffee Morning in
aid of BB Funds and
the Hall refurbish-
ment programme.

Caversham Park
House Communions

Wednesday at 10.30am

December 5 — 13 Newton Avenue (Rosemary

Randall)

December 12 — 2 Osterley Drive (Mildred

Samuel)

December 19 — 8 Harlech Avenue (Margaret

Dimmick)

December 26 — NO HOUSE COMMUNION
* January 2 — 27 Galsworthy Drive (Karen Rees)

Caversham Clergy

ANGLICA!

The Rey Rlchard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church

Road. Tel; 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday Thursday 9.30 - 12.30. Tel;

471703).

The Rev Peter Sear, St Barnabas House, 33 Grove Road.

Tel: 473095.

The Rev David Mxllmg St Andrew's House, Harrogate

Road. Tel: 472788

Tel: 4

The Resv graham Lynch Watson) 51 Galsworthy Drive.

The Rev Alan WIngn StJohn's House, 9 South View

Avenue. Tel: 47181

The Rev Peter Mullins, 25 Ilkley Road, Caversham. Tel:
472070. [

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.

METHODIST

The Rev Ralph Rogerson, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223,
The Rev Brlan Skinner, 48 Allhallows Road, Caversham.

Tel: 48:
UNITED REFORMED

The Rev Philip Lee-Bapty, 41 Highmoor Road.

Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View

Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Pe,
Common, Tel: Kidmore En

&nrd Road, Sonning

REVIEW

This was well
attended, and we
were pleased to have
a visit from the Mayor,
Councillor Ron Jewitt
during the morning.
£63.00 was raised.

The month ended on*

a high note, with a
very successful Gift
Day, when over £1,000
was given. The eve-
ning took the form of a
“hotel style” evening
dinner. The’ guest
after dinner speaker
was Rev Leslie Grif-
fiths MA. The Sunday

saw a double celebra-

tion with the Church
Anniversa rg
incorporating the 75t
birt the

day of

Women’s Fellowship.

Chapels of Rest— Monumental Masonry

An exhibition cover-
ing 75 years was
staged to mark the
occasion and a special
anniversary cake was
provided by Mrs
Gladys Alderman.
During the evening
service, which was
conducted by Rev
Ralph Rogerson, Mrs
Kathleen West, who is
the longest serving
member of the
Fellowship, was
invited to cut the
cake. Mrs Sylvia
Vinall, a past presi-
dent, spoke of the spe-
cial place the Lower
Caversham Fellow-
ship had in the hearts
of her Family. After
the service there was
time to share fellow-
shig and enjoy the
75th birthday cake
and coffee.

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local funeral director

Should you wish to telephone there is an
experienced member of our staff available 24
hours a day to offer advice

114-116 OXFORD ROAD,
READING
Telephone 52016 (day or night)

90174

D.W. ORRIS

CARPET
FITTER

0ld carpets readapted,
vinyls, etc

Carpets, upholstery,
cleaned on site or hire
machine

FREE ESTIMATES
9 Mayfield Drive,

Caversham
Telephone 479280

91195 |

Your

PET SHOP
in
CAVERSHAM

Gee Gee Pets and
Aquaria
29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
Late night Friday 6pm

Also READING MARKET
Friday and Saturday
91194

G. J. BOXALL

Painter and
Decorator

344 HEMDEAN ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Tel. Readmg 472181

DIEETS

QUALITY
CATERING

Buffets
Dinner Parties
Wedding Receptions
Reading 473889
77056

L. W. YEATES
LIMITED

Central Heating and
Plumbing i

Complete s stems.
designed and installed
by qualified engineers

21 Star Road
Caversham !
Reading i
Tel. Reading 471016

91182,

J. STRONG & SONS

BUILDERS AND CONTRACTORS
Guildway Approved Builders
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM
READING, RG4 0AQ
Tel. Reading 473177 and 472881

50205
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CAVERSHAM WEST
METHODIST NOTES

IT IS a proud boast
that the Church pre-
mises are used reg-
ularly and to the
full, not only by the
Church community
but also by the lar-
ger community
around. Such con-
tinual use leads to
constant wear on
the decorative state
of the rooms. The
state of the hall had
given cause for con-
cern, so during the
late summer the
opportunity was
taken to redecorate
it. This was carried
out by a team of
volunteers from the
Church family. Its
work has made the
hall look resplen-
dent and pleasant
to use.

One of the early
meetings to be held
in the redecorated
hall was the Har-
vest Supper on
October 1. The
gathering which
overflowed into the
adjoining Woodcote
Room, enjoyed a
traditional meal
and was enter-
tained by Shirley
Fry from Woodley
who sang sacred

and secular music.
A sum of £94 the
profit from the sup-
er was given to a
ocal Caversham
charity.

The ‘‘Squash’’
Youth Club go from
strength to strength
in their ‘‘Clean
Water” project. The
target was to raise
£700 to provide a
well for a village in
the Third World,
probably in Africa.
Already bg the end
of October the
target had been

assed. The latest

und raising effort
was a Hunger
Lunch held on Sun-
day October 28. This
was attended by
about 70 people and

-the proceeds have

been divided
between the Clean
Water project and
the Ethiopia
Famine Relief
Appeal.

The Church has
recently been
pleased to be the
venue for a meeting
of the Berkshire
Organists Associ-
ation and is shortly
to be visited by the

THE CHURCH AND
THE CHILDREN

ST ANDREW'S Sunday School meets in St Andrew’s Hall

9.15am. Contact Mrs Sheila
Watsham (478744).

Ivens (477180) or Mr Peter

ST BARNABAS Sunday School in the Hall 9.15am. Contact
Mrs Jean Carroll, 45 Brooklyn Drive (472598). (Also
Children's Service last Sunday in the month).

ST JOHN'S Nursery Church (for children u

church during the Sunday
Service 1st Sunday in the
children over 4 years).

! 8 to 8 years) in
eucharist at 9.15am. Family
month at 1lam (mainly for

ST PETER’S Sunday School meets in the Rectory at 9.15am
(except 2nd Sunday which is Parade Service).
“Cherubim” Club for babies and pre-school children in
church every Thursday at 2.30pm

North Hampshire
Organists. By the
time these notes
appear in print a
concert will have
been given in the
Church by the
Reading Bach
Choir. It was the
vision some four
years ago of those
responsible for the
rebuilding of the
organ that the
Church would not
only be used for
regular worship but
would also be avail-
able for musical
events.

1984 has seen the
introduction of a
new Methodist
Hymnbook called
‘“‘Hymns and
Psalms”. The actual

ublication has not

een without
“birth-pangs” and
many people could
not really see the
need for a new
book. However this
new book has been
in use at the
Heights since early
September. The
congregation is get-
ting used to singing
some hymns at dif-
ferent pitches, with
different harmo-
nies or different
tunes. Some old
Methodist
favourites have
been left out but
there is a wealth of
new material which
demonstrates the
catholicity of popu-
lar hymnody today.

BOYS’ CLUB
ANNUAL
GENERAL
MEETING

THE Annual General
Meeting of the Caver-
sham West Boys Club
was held recently at
the Club’s headquar-
ters in Kiln Road,
Emmer Green. The
leader, Malcolm Gray,
reported a good year
for the Club. Members
had been successful
in certain county
sports events. Also, an
enjoyable Club holi-
day was had at the
Mendip Adventure
Centre, near Cheddar.
Most importantly, one
of the Club’s mem-
bers, Colin Edwards,
had delivered the
Mayor of Reading’s
message to Earl
Spencer at the open-
ing of Club Week 83.
The Accounts for
the last financial year
showed a loss during
the year but this situa-
tion had been cor-
rected by two success-
ful jumble sales held
since. The Club was,
therefore, reported to

St Peter’s
Wives
Group

FUTURE pro-
gramme: December
11, Microwave
Cookery; December
18, Carol Singing;
January 15, My
Work as a Town
Councillor — Fred
Pugh.

The National Council.
of Women

JANUARY 18, 1985: Speaker
from Unemployment Centre
to talk on Youth Training
Scheme, Job Sharing etc.
February 8, 1985 Juliet Bax-

be in a relatively heal-
thy state. F
The Chairman, Bill
Harris, paid tribute to
the work of Peter
Shock, who had died
so tragically in Jan-
uary. He did, however,
praise the efforts of
the new leadership.

Thanks were also
given to the retiring
Treasurer, Ken Hys-
lop, who because of
other commitments
was leaving the Club
after more than a
dozen years. The
existing Officers and
Committee were
returned en bloc and
now look forward to a
new season even more
eventful than the last.
Mention was made,
however, of the falling
membership and if
there are anf' boys
wishing to fill these
spaces they should
contact the leader,
Malcolm Gray, on
Reading 479560.

ADVANCE
NOTICE

AGM

Caversham
Bridge Good
Neighbour
Scheme
Thursday,
January 24,
1985, 7.45pm
Church House,
Caversham

Visit Caversham'’s exciting new
gift shop, situated less than 100
yards from Caversham Bridge and
close to 3 free car parks. Choose
from our extensive range

Pictures and picture framing —

cards and gift wrapping — china —

glass — silver and enamelled jewellery —
collectors thimbles and accessories —
Lymington glass mystiques —
photograph frames.

We offer a gift wrapping service and are
pleased to take Access or Barclaycard.

5 CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM
Telephone [0734] 471977

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 Church Road, Caversham
Nr Reading, Berks

Telephone: Reading 478106

Dressmaking fabrics by Liberty of
London
Tana Lawns, Country Cotton Poplins
Dormeuil, French Cottons, cotton, linen,
silk mixtures
Range of haberdashery
Patterns by Vogue, Butterick and Burda
Open 9-5 Mon-Sat

22050

@AVERSHAM @OOKSHOP

35 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

CAVERSHAM CARS

Luxury wedding cars. Airports, etc. Mercedes
chauffeur-driven. Distance no object

Lowest rates for Reading area

Phone: Evenings Reading 470690 e

ter, past National Chairman
of the Pre-school Playgrou
Association. If interested,
please phone 475928.

Caversham Methodist

G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD

ST MARGARET'S (MAPLEDURHAM) Family Workshop 2nd
Saturday of each month 10am-12 noon. Contact Mrs
Heather Robinson, 4 Hilltop Road (476873). Sunday
School meets at Trench Green Hall 10.45 every Sunday
except the first Sunday of the month.

CAVERSHAM PARK At Caversham Park School 1llam.
Contact Mrs Paula Andrews, 5 Gifford Close (478430).

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST Junior Church —
Sundays 11am. Youth Squash — Sundays 8pm.

GOSBROOK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH Bee-Gees —
Sundays 10.15am. Sunday School — Sundays 11am Young
Peoples Club— Sundays 7.30pm.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH 10.30am Creche —
ul) to three years. Beginners, juniors and seniors three to
14 years. Fourteen Plus Group. Secretary: Mrs J. Morgan,
7 Grove Road, (Sonning Common 72-3704).

Church Gosbrook
Road

National
Children’s Home
House-to-House
Collection
The recent collec-
tion in the Lower
Caversham area
resulted in raising

the magnificent
sum of £410.05

* Ted Curling, the
local Secretary,
extends sincere
thanks to all collec-
tors and to all who
gave to this very
worthwhile cause.

by PHILIP WEBB

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete forests

Care and maintenance of trees a speciality

Careful, tidy work

S i of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124
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TOP QUALITY BUTCHER

P. MUNDY

324 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading, Berks
Tel. Reading 479955

Retail deliveries twice weekly, Tuesday and
Friday

HOME FREEZER MEAT
SUPPLIED AND
DELIVERED

90202

J.A.TILBURY & €O

Landscape Gardeners and Fencing Contractors

SHRUBS AND TREES SUPPLIED AND
PLANTED
PATIOS, PONDS AND ROCK GARDENS

305 Wokingham Road, Earley
Phone: Reading 662821

Tree and shrub department NOW OPEN at rear of
Cook’s, 30 Silver Street, Reading. Tel. 867338
20295

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
GOOD NEIGHBOUR SCHEME

Oftfers to
1 Give helpina domestic emergency

2 Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely and/or
housebound

} Provide emergency transport

If you are in need of help OR CAN
OCCASIONALLY OFFER TO HELP OTHERS,
please telephone Reading 479048 or
476181

31089
—

J. LUCKETT (Insurance Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street, Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

90206

BRIDGE BY THE
'90’s?

A THIRD Thames
bridge is very much a
live issue as the
packed meeting
organised by Caver-
sham Residents’
Association convine-
ingly demonstrated.
Many people were in
fact turned away as
the room simply
would not hold any
more. Its importance
lay both in its subject
matter and in the fact
that for the first time
representatives from
Berkshire and Oxford-
shire County Coun-
cil's were appearing
together on a public
platform to speak
about a matter that
has for too long
divided them.

R. H. Clarke, Assis-
tant County Surveyor
for Berkshire, spoke
first. The preliminary
report on the need
and possible sites for
a third bridge was, he
said, almost complete
and would be
presented to the
Council in December
before going out for
public consultation.
By mid-1985 a deci-
sion as to the need for
a new bridge could be
taken and if favour-
able, a site chosen.
The bridge itself
could then be in
operation in another
ten years.

He went on to say
that Berkshire’s high-
way strategy was to
cater for growth that
has already taken
place and to bring
relief to existing
roads. It was
definitely not aimed
at attracting further
growth into an area
which is already one
of the fastest growing
in the country with
one of the highest
levels of car owner-
ship. That kind of
policy would even-

~

Put yourselfin

tually lead to
demolishing Reading
in order to get into it.
Apart from new or
widened roads (for
example, Caversham
Road) traffic manage-
ment schemes and
techniques such as
flexi-time were essen-
tial back-ups.

One of the major
problems is that there
are only two town
bridges across the
Thames, both close
together and both dis-
charging into Read-
ing’s already over-
crowded centre. In a
sense a third bridge
already exists, for in
order to avoid these
problems eight hun-
dred vehicles cross
Sonning bridge, cen-
turies old and built
for horse traffic, in
the morning peak
hour and funnel their
way through one of
the most beautiful vil-
lages on the Thames, a
rat run indeed.

0 & D SURVEY

By far the greatest
part of the traffic
using these three
bridges in the morn-
ing comes from the
built-up area of
Caversham. This is
what the 1982 Origin
and Destination Sur-
vey (which produced
the biggest traffic
snarl-up ever!) shows,
the newly completed
results of which Mr
Clarke had brought
with him. Sixty-six per
cent of it came from
Caversham, 26 per
cent from South
Oxfordshire, six per
cent from Oxford-
shire, exeluding
South Oxon, and a
mere two per cent
from further afield.
Eighty-one per cent of
it goes to greater
Reading south of the
Thames, seven per
cent to East Berkshire
or London, six per
cent to West
Berkshire and six per
cent to other areas of
South England. A
remarkable total of 95
per cent goes to or
comes from Greater
Reading and 78 per

By WATCHDOG

serious environmental
and engineering prob-
lems and make a poor
linkage with Readin§
roads. Its estimate

usage of 500 vehicles at
the morning peak would
not justify its existence.

An Eastern crossing,
either straight from the
A329(M) roundabout or a
longer one nearer the
former Earley Power
Station would cause
comparitively little
environmental damage,
would provide a good
linkage with Reading
roads and the A329(M)
which takes traffic to
outer Reading, would
reduce town centre con-
gestion and bring
immediate relief to
Sonning.

It would be a single
carriageway bridge for
local use and as such it is
estimated that it would
take 1,600 vehicles in the
morning peak period,
thus being fully utilised
with no need to justify its
existence by setting out
to attract more traffic.
The majority of these
1,600 vehicles would be
from Caversham, as the
0 & D figures indicate.
Roads carving up South
Oxfordshire are there-
fore unnecessary and
fears of expansion in
these rural areas
because of the new
bridge are unfounded.

OXFORDSHIRE’S
CASE

Mr R. G. Williams,
Principal Assistant to
the Chief Planner for
Oxfordshire, who had
come to the meeting
rather in the spirit of
Daniel entering the
lions’ den, must have felt
encouraged to find the
meeting strongly in
favour of preserving the
rural character of South
Oxfordshire, which was
the main point of his
platform. He spoke of the
problems that arise
when a county with an
officially approved
policy of restraint in
growth shares a bound-
ary with a county with an
officially imposed policy
of high growth. Press-
ures to develop are
already severe and will
only be exacerbated if a

RESIDENTS VIEWPOINT

Some, whilst accepting
Berkshire's figures,

ueried the inferences

rawn from them; Coun-
cillor Joe Bristow.
pointedly remarked that
Oxfordshire had started
development in its own
rural areas by given per-
mission for Caversham
Park Village which
generated a consider-
able proportion of the
traffic. Councillor Brian
Fowles, although absent,
stuck out his neck by
tossing in his own idea of
a route for a radial road,
complete with map, and
another absentee,
Gerard Vaughan MP sent
a letter of support. A few
days later Linda Chalker
turned up in Reading's
rush hour and made far
more favourable noises
about financial help to
solve Reading’s traffic
problems, including a
new bridge, than the
Government has ever
made before. After all, it
is Government policy for
major growth in
Berkshire that has
largely contributed to
the problems and it is no
good their shrugging it
off and telling local rate-
payers to find the money
to sortitall out.

All that remains is for
everyone to make
informed comments dur-
ing the period of public
consultation. Don't leave
it to someone else.

GOOD RIDDANCE
Gasps of disbelief,
which turned to cries of

triumph, echoed round
Caversham as the news
spread that the bollards
in St Martin's car park
were actually bein

removed, at last, after al
these years. No, St Mar-
tin’s haven't had a sud-
den rush of social consci-
ence to the head. The
new Waitrose car park
has been linked to St
Martin's and John Lewis
have paid for the remo-
val of the bollards and
the re-surfacing of the
car park. However, if it
had not been for the bar-
rage of moans, com-
plaints and grumbles for
the past 10 or 15 years no
one would have realised
how hated they were and
they could have been left
there.

Actually St Martin's
have made some effort to
repair their tarnished
image by planting shrubs
and what not in the beds
round the trees in the
forecourt, and replan-
ting the space left by the
felled sycamore. The two
chestnuts at the front do
not however look very
happy. They changed
colour and lost their
leaves quite a time
before the others. It is
not a good sign. It may
have been the concrete
but the mere fact of rais-
ing the level of the earth
round them when the
beds were made would
have a bad effect on
them. Established trees
do not like this. It would
be ironic as well as sad if
we lost them at this
stage.

ARDEN
LANDSCAPING

CONSULTATIONS
PLANS AND
ESTIMATES

Smiths Garden Enferprises

Telephone Reading 473098

VIEWING OF
COMPLETED GARDENS
ARRANGED

new bridge is built, as
new roads attract new
traffic and bring with
them further develop-
ment, as witness South
Reading. This new road
could well attract motor-
way traffic from the Mid-
lands once the M40 was

(" RAYGALLAGHER )
DOMESTIC

PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention NO job too
small

cent does not leave it.
|Less surprisingly
most of the journeys
are for work, with
educational purposes
| coming next and most

extended to Birming-
ham, and it would all go
through South Oxford-
shire's unsuitable roads.
Oxfordshire’s policy was
to bring traffic off
unsuitable roads on to

MILWARDS
SHOES

What could be more fitting ?

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

0000000000300 00000000000000000000000000000000000000

‘SUPREMA’

91217

ofthe vehicles are pri-
vate cars. Caversham
Bridge takes the
greatest share, but
Sonning Bridge's 800
vehicles are made up
almost entirely of
Caversham traffic.

SOLUTIONS

Of the various solu-
tions, widening the two
bridges would still pour
traffic straight into the
town centre, and draw it
to two points close to
each other in Caversham
so that there would be a
danger here of
demolishing the centre
of Caversham, in order to
get out of it. A bridge to
the West, whilst
undoubtedly bringing
some relief to Caver-
sham, would present

major roads. Whilst it
has as %et no firm views
on Berkshire's plans for
another Thames Bridge,
it stated in 1983 that it
found the idea of a
bridge to the east of
Reading generally
unacceptable and asked
that the western option
be kept open. This was
the first time Oxford-
shire had seen Reading’s
latest figures and they
would be studying them.
They had sympathy with
Reading's traffic prob-
lems but could not sup-
port a solution that
would give Oxfordshire
the same kind of prob-
lems.

CONSEQUENCES

Lively discussion fol-
lowed from the floor.

<

Telephone Reading 475599

1 Kirkham Close,
Caversham Park Village, Reading

91051

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM D

Tel: Reading 475656 and 479450
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I SUPPOSE it's just
possible that one day the
road I live in will be free
of builders hammering
away, Gas Board people
digging up little bits (at
random, it seems), the
Water Board and Tele-
Ehone people lending a

and — possible, but I'm
beginning t? think it
highly unlikely. To make
matters worse, we've got
builders working on both
sides of our house; inci-
dentally it would be
interesting to know
where builders go to in
between their short
bursts of energy on any
particular job. Does any-
one know of a nice quiet
cave we could move into
for the next few years?
Alternatively, I suppose
I could invest in a JCB
and join in the fun
myself.

Lunch Breaks

On the other hand,
there are some nice
things going on in Caver-
sham, I recently visited
the Lower Caversham
Lunch Club in the old
school meals centre in
Wolsey Road and dis-
covered a group of
people busy serving
meals to some of our
older residents. The

Club, which was started
by the Social Welfare
authorities some 12

CURTAINS
FITTED CARPETS

BATTERIES AT LOW PRICES

From your local battery specialist

(EASY PARKING)

JIM WHALLEY BATTERIES

We always have in stock batteries to fit all
makes of cars and commercial vehicles —
also Motorcycles — Lawnmowers — Boats

free delivery and fitting service

61a GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Phone: 479953 any time

John Kitcher & Son Lid

Carpets cleaned on site

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

. KATYIN
CAVERSHAM

years ago, meets on Mon-
days and Thursdays,
except Bank Holidays,
between 11.30 and 1.30
and people are welcome
to come to one or both.
For 60p they ﬁet a good
lunch supplied from the
Prospect Day Centre,
and for an extra 10p tea
and biscuits, the latter
actually yielding a profit
which 1s used for Christ-
mas parties.

Though some people
are recommended to the
Club by their GPs or the
social services, this isn’t
necessarfr and anyone
who feels they could
benefit from this service
— somebody who is
normally house-bound
for instance — is wel-
come to apply to Mrs
Heather Langford (Tel:
472121) about the Mon-
day Club or to Mrs
Pauline Underwood
(Tel: 475419) for the
Thursday one. Transport
can be provided from
anywhere in Caversham.
Both sessions still have a
few vacancies. But the

PELMETS
LOOSE COVERS

"EXTENSIONS — ALTERATIONS
HOUSE REPAIRS
DECORATING

READING 475253 or GORING
873040

70a Oakley Road, Caversham
(Yard)

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

D. PICKERSGILL
Typewriters — Adding Machines — Cash Registers
Repairs — Office Supplies and Stationery
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 473077

91216

Thursday Club, in
particular, does need
more helpers and Mrs
Underwood would be
very glad to hear of any
volunteers.

Animal Rescue

Some readers will
have seen in the local
press of the retirement
of Doris Gash, who for
years ran the animal
sanctuary in Tilehurst;
Dave Bryant and his wife
have now taken over the
runnmﬁ of the sanctuary
from their home at 79
Queen’s Road, Caver-
sham (Tel: 475514). At the
moment they are unable
to take in stray dogs or
cats but anyone is wel-
come to phone for
advice. I've not had time
to' visit Mr and Mrs
Bryant yet, but hope to
do so before long. In the
meantime Mrs Bryant
would like to remind
readers that in the case
of strays or lost animals
one can always phone
Petwatch (665918) or con-
tact Radio 210. I do think
Mr and Mrs Bryant are to
be congratulated on tak-
ing on such a big job and
wish them well in this
venture.

Lost and Found

There has to be some
perks about writing this
column, one being that
I'm in the almost unique
position of being able to
send personal messages.
This time I'd like to
thank the person who
kindly handed in the
handbag I left lying
around in Liptons
recently. Who he or she
was I don’t know, but I'm
eternally grateful, so
many thanks, whoever
you are.

Changes at Liptons
While on the subject, I

| must say how sorry I am

to hear that four of the

ve
statf have just left Lip-
tons. Almost without
exception they are effi-
cient and helpful, though
heaven knows how they
manage to keep so cheer-
ful; if T was on that job I
think the scenes would
be reminiscent of “Trip-
per’s Day”, the last TV
series Leonard Rossiter
made before his recent
death. Anyway, it seems
some of the girls will be
turning up at Waitrose
when it opens, so we
shan’t be losing sight of
them.

Caversham
Horticultural
Society

Next year it's hoped to
give more than a brief
mention of some of the
organisations existing in
Caversham, mostly run
by volunteers. But in the
meantime I've been
asked to mention the
Horticultural Society
which would very much
welcome new members.
Among other things they
put on three flower and
vegetable shows a year,
have open meetings with
talks every other month
in Church House and run
a “shed”, open on alter-
nate Saturdays and Sun-
days, at the bottom of
Hemdean Road, for the
sale of such items such
as seeds, compost and so
on. On December 8 at
7.30 they are running a
Christmas Party at St
Andrew’s Hall (£2 for
adults and £1 for chil-
dren) and on Tuesday,
December 11 at 7.30 the
Caversham Allotment
Holders’ Association are
organising a talk on
Christmas Decorations
at St John's Hall. I
should add that the Soci-
ety also issues a monthly
bulletin to members con-
taining not only details
of activities but masses

Peter Kingston +
— Courtesy of Wycliffe Bible
ranslators

" to this country

SECOND
QUARTERLY
MEETING AT

BAPTIST

CHURCH

CENTRE

HEAR PETER KINGS-
TON, BRITISH DIREC-
TOR OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS for WYCLIFFE
BIBLE TRANSLATORS
at Caversham Baptist
Church Centre on Satur-
day, December 8 at 8pm.

Peter Kingston, his
wife Shirley and their
three children have
spent 14 years in Brazil
translating the Scrip-
tures for the Mamainde
people, a group of semi-
nomadic Amazonian
Indians. After an
absence of six years,
Peter and his eldest son
John, visited the
Mamainde this year for
three months, returning
in
September. He is the
British Director of Com-
munications for Wycliffe
Translators, based at
Horsley Green, High
Wycombe, and is an
Elder of his church and
‘chairman of the mission
board (Gold Hill Baptist
Church).

(Information b{ courtesy
of Wycliffe Bible
Translators)

friendly check-out-

of topical advice to
gardeners. For a very
small subscription,
membershi{) would be
worthwhile for any
gardener in the district,
so if you're interested,
why not turn up at one of
the events mentioned or
at the shed, or contact
the General Secretary,
Mr West, at Flat 4, Man-
der Court, Derby Road
(477816).

Scout Hut renamed
in founder’s memory

It's good to commemo-
rate local people, and
the Scout Hut in Emmer
Green is now named
after the founder, Fred-
die Knight. The cere-
mony was held on Octo-
ber 7, and the hall is now
to be known as the Skip-
per Knight Scout Hall. A
tree was planted and a
plaque unveiled to mark
the occasion.

A new market for
Caversham

On Friday, November
16, a new indoor market
opened in Caversham
Hall, off Gosbrook Road.
It is a weekly market, the
brainchild of two
enterprising Caversham
ladies, who felt that
there were not enough
opportunities for people
wanting to set up their

own small businesses. |/

The market is run on
commercial lines, with
stalls ranging from crafts
to bric-a-brac and
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The sold sign will
be seen on your house so
much quicker when you
sell your house through the
National Homes Network's
1,300 offices nationwide
..and af no additional cost whatscever.
Come and talk fo the professionals today ot the following
branches

mL._
cotchbrooks
Estate Agents Surveyors Auctioneers

29 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP.

Telephone (0734) 585181

7 The Triangle, Tilehurst, Reading RG3 4RN
Telephone (0734) 22128

42 Church Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8AU
Telephone (0734) 478278

64 Wood Lane, Sonning Common, Oxon RG4 9SL.
Telephone (0734) 723737

38 Headley Road, Woodley, Reading RG5 4JA
Telephone (0734) 695767

wholefoods to clothes.
Most are run by people
working from home, with
a family to look after,
and with this in mind,
there is a creche avail-
able.

The creche is prin-
cipally for the stall hol-
ders children, but shop-
pers are welcome to
leave their children on
their own responsibility.
Tea and fresﬁ coffee 1s
also available with deli-
cious home-cooked bis-
cuits and cakes.

Viv Pheasant and
Anne Milner, who are
running the market, are
very pleased with the
response so far. It seems
that there is a need for
the sort of opportunity in
Caversham, both for
good value shopping,
and for selling. They are
always interested in
hearing from anyone
with good ideas for new
stalls and are at the mar-
ket from 9.15am to
2.45pm every Friday.

{

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD

Building Contractors

ALTERATIONS, EXTENSIONS
AND DECORATIONS

EMMER GREEN,
READING
TEL: 471595

BARBARA

LADIES  HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

LANDCARE

470391

AUTUMN & WINTER
GARDENING SERVICE

FULL TREE SERVICE — FELLING — LOPPING —

PRUNING

HEDGES — REDUCED AND SHAPED
SHRUBS — PRUNED AND SHAPED
ROTOVATING OF VEGETABLE PLOTS
CLEARANCE AND TIDYING OF GARDENS

Quotations without obligation
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WE HAVE again
reached the time
of year when
there will be a
noticeable
increase in the
number of people
running around
the streets of
Reading at all
times of the day
and night. The
1985 Digital Read-
ing Half Marathon
was launched on
October 3 and
a'l re a diy
thousands of
entries have been
received. As in
the previous two
years, a great deal
of support is com-
ing from local
people and the
majority of the
early entries were
from people in
the Reading area.
This year the
entry is being
strictly limited to
the first 6,000 and
in any case the
entry will close on
February 1, 1985;
so if you stood by
and watched the
race last year and
promised yourself

that you would
take part this year
— now is the time
to act. Firstly
enter for the race
and then start
training for the
big day on March
24. If you start
now, even if you
have never run
before, you have
got time to pre-
pare sufficiently
to get you round
the 13.1 mile
course without
distress.

This time the
British Sports
Association for
the Disabled will
again be the main
charity supported
by the event. All
money raised by

BSAD will go
towards three
special local pro-
jects, all con-
nected with
teaching and
training phy-

sically handi-
capped and edu-
cationally sub-
normal children.

These are:
1, The Avenue

STAN
ELDON’S
COLUMN
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to run and special

| invites have been

| given to the winners

i\

ON YOUR MARK

— GET READY
TO GO!

School, Basingstoke
Road, Reading. Pro-
ject — Re-tile and
improve the school
swimming pool.

, Hephaistos
School, Farley Cas-
tle, Farley Hill,
Reading. Project —
Provide a ‘“‘Pro-
Plus” exercise sys-
tem for the gymna-
sium.

3, Addington
School, Loddon
Bridge Road, Wood-
ley, Reading. Pro-
ject— Help towards
providing a swim-
ming pool.

It is hoped that

many runners will
be sponsored for
the BSAD and thus
help these very
important schools.
Of course, many
will be running for
other charities and
as always the
organisers are glad
to encourage this
aspect of the run.

The course will
follow basically the
same route as last
year although there
will be one or two

minor alterations
because of new traf-
fic and road closure
arrangements
around the town.

In addition to the
“Fun Run” element
of the race, special
prizes are being
awarded to the bet-
ter athletes in the
hope of attracting
some of the well-
known runners in
the athletic world
to the Reading
event. Last year’s
winner, Mike Hurd,
has already agreed

of all the other local

Half Marathons S

such as the Henley,
Courage, Woking-
ham, etc.

If you want some
help an

saying “farewell” to
the chairman of the
Reading Sports
Council, Robin
harp, Reading is
about to lose
another man who
has contributed
much to the sport-
ing life of the town
over the last five

encouragement years. lain Moir, the

with your training
don’t forget there
are some special
sessions under
floodlight at Palmer
Park every Monday
and Wednesday at
6.30pm. Altogether
around 500 people a
week are taking
advantage of this
training and it is
ideal if you are a
little self-conscious
about starting your
first running steps
from your own front
door. If you join in
the Palmer Park
sessions you will
find people of every
possible running
standard and all
ages, from the very
beginner to the
reasonably experi-
enced runner.

ANOTHER LOSS
TO SPORT
Shortly after

sports advisor at
the University, is
moving from Caver-
sham in the New
Year to take up an
appointment at Bir-
mingham Univer-
sity.

Iain has been
involved with many
aspects of sport in
Reading and for
several years has
been secretary of
the Reading Sports
Council. He has
also been a member
of the Digital Read-
ing Half Marathon
committee and has
done an enormous
amount of work to
help with the suec-
cess of that event.
Reading’s loss is
Birmingham’s gain
and we wish Iain
and his family well
in their new sur-
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For her —
Man
Jewellery & Jewellery boxes

Leather purses & manicure sets, etc
Scented soaps, drawer liners & pot pourri
Trinket boxes

Pressed flower pictures
Bone china ornaments

unusual items

For him —
Leather wallets, credit card holders
desk sets, car tool kits
Walking sticks
Glasses for whiskey, brandy or beer
Paperweights, etc
Electric razors

21 PROSPECT
STREET

AT

' LET US SOLVE YOUR CHRISTMAS HEADACHE

CRSHAMIGIFT SHOP

Also many items for the home
Cards, gift wrap and tags to finish
off your presents

Again this year 15% off purchases
over £1 for senior citizens
(Nov 19 to Dec 24)

CAVERSHAM,
BERKSHIRE

roundings.
(
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