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The last few weeks have seen a transformation in our daily lives. Efforts to 
slow the spread of the Covid 19 pandemic have affected everyone. In a matter 
of days we learned to keep our distance from each other and to follow the 
simple rules to reduce the risk of infection. Trying to avoid touching your face 
is a real challenge and you become aware of how often we do so involuntarily. 

In Caversham and Emmer Green we are now queueing in an orderly and 
well-spaced out manner for chemists, supermarkets and greengrocers. In 
Emmer Green, Dudmans the wholesale greengrocer has set up gazebos in 
front of their shop to sell fruit and vegetables, as well as taking orders for 
pre-packed boxes for collection. The shops which are open are limiting the 
number of customers allowed in at any one time and encouraging the use of 
contactless payments rather than cash. Most shops, cafes, pubs and the library 
are closed. As I have cycled around for exercise or for essential supplies, I have 
noticed how carefully people are keeping their distance. Dog walkers, joggers, 
those just walking through the parks and streets and families out looking for 
teddies in front windows as part of their daily exercise.

The reduction in traffic has been remarkable and has resulted in a noticeable 
improvement in air quality, which people have commented on. The lack of 
aircraft has both reduced noise and vapour trails, allowing us to enjoy clear 
blue skies in the first few days of our confinement.

Some people are walking about purposefully, avoiding eye contact, but 
others are exchanging greeting with strangers and even holding conversations, 
albeit from opposite sides of the road. Neighbours are chatting across garden 
fences or by phone. E-mail addresses and phone numbers are being shared 
and street level support groups being set up using social media. Hard to find 

Several people have asked if it is safe to deliver and receive 
the paper.  Our volunteers made a real effort to deliver the 
April edition at a very worrying time.  As an immediate 
response,  the  paper  is  now  freely  available on-line at:  
www.cavershambridge.org:5154 but, of course, some of our 
readers will not be internet users.

In whatever we do, we all need to follow the current 
Government advice.  It has to be for individuals to decide, but 
it is in order for newspapers to be delivered as part of our 
daily exercise “allowance”.  They may also be delivered on the 
way to or from essential shopping.  No one should take any 
unnecessary journeys or risks.

There is quite a bit of “false” news/information in circulation 
which can be quite alarming.  It is important to consider the 

source of any information you may see and to check the 
official sources such as Public Health England, the NHS and 
the Government.  The BBC web site also provides many helpful 
links to information.

So, is it safe to receive a newspaper?  The World Health 
Organisation (WHO) has provided widely reported advice from 
scientists and health experts which confirms newspapers are 
not transmitters of Covid-19, due to both the ink and the printing 
process that they go through. Virologist George Lomonossoff 
told BBC Radio Scotland on 10 March, “Newspapers are pretty 
sterile because of the way they are printed and the process 
they’ve been through (to be produced).”  See Reference 1

Speaking  on Good Morning Britain  GP and health 
broadcaster, Dr Hilary Jones, also said: “For public health 

information right now it’s important people have access to 
information through newspapers.”  He added, “If someone 
physically picks them up and delivers them to a doorstep or 
letterbox it’s safe.”

WHO adds, “The likelihood of an infected person 
contaminating commercial goods is low and the risk of catching 
the virus that causes Covid-19 from a package that has been 
moved, travelled, and exposed to different conditions and 
temperature is also low”.  This reassurance extends to both 
Royal Mail and Amazon packages.  Reference 2

For those making deliveries, it is useful to take account of 
the information from Royal Mail.  In line with guidance from 
Public Health England, they advise their colleagues that good 
hand hygiene is the first and most important line of defence.  

Delivering your Caversham Bridge

Dudman’s Greengrocers, Emmer Green                                     photo Pam Chatfield

continued on page 3

by Phil Chatfield 



Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrew
Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org

Caversham Thameside Ministry -
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783
Rev’d Andy Storch Tel: 07365 555 905

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev’d Martin Beukes, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel:0118 947 2223
Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Colin Baker
Church office tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Pastor Keith Saynor
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue.  Tel: 947 1787. 

St Michael
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, 
Sonning Common    Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX

13.01New ad.indd   1 16/03/2015   17:39

ANGLICAN
St Peter, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
 Sundays)
 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm Holy Communion with Healing Prayers usually 1st 
Sunday, Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)
St John, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Margaret, Mapledurham
11.15am Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Andrew, Harrogate Road
  8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first Sunday BCP
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Parish Communion
  9.30am  COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)
RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday
6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church – for all the family
 Fourth Sunday of the month
GRACE CHURCH, Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)
St Michael, Sonning Common
5.30pm Saturday
9.00am and 10.30am Sunday
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship
  6.00pm Evening Service

SUNDAY 
SERVICES

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND 
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS 
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Caversham Bridge 
The Caversham Bridge is sold for 40p per copy and is 
available in Caversham at the Caversham Emporium 
in Church Street and in Emmer Green at the True Food 
Community Co-Op in Grove Road, opposite St Barnabas 
church.
If yould you like to have the paper delivered to your 
home monthly, the annual subscription price is £5.00 (12 
copies). E-mail circulation@cavershambridge.org with 
your name and address.
Contributions for the June 2020 issue should be sent to 
the Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office 
by  Monday 27th April. The date for the July 2020 issue 
is Monday 1st June. 
Email address is: editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the June 2020 issue should be sent 
Friday 24th April. The date for the July 2020 issue Friday 
29th May. 
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

TALKING POINT
by Keith Saynor

Some of you will remember the story of the 33 Chilean Miners who were 
rescued after being trapped for 69 days, 700 metres below the surface following a 
rock fall. The headline for the BBC news report on 14 October 2010 read; “Miners 
clock off 69-day shift from hell.”

It is clear from reading the news stories that such a traumatic experience 
has caused many of those involved to reflect on what is really important in life. 
Perspectives have been changed. The sister of one of the miners commented; “I’m 
going to give him a really good kicking. He said the mine was crying (a term miners 
used when rocks fall from the roof of the tunnels) and he went in anyway. How 
stupid is that? Hopefully, this will teach us not to chase money but to be humble 
and treasure our friends and family instead.” Her brother had not been due to 
work that day but had accepted a double shift at double pay. A nephew of another 
miner, after celebrating his uncle’s rescue said this, “In this world we worry so 
much about insignificant things, while these 33 men were trapped underground 
just trying to survive. Maybe it’s time we all started concentrating on the vital 
things of life and these two months have shown everyone counts.”

Sometimes going through a crisis will change our perspective and highlight the 
important things in life. In December 2016 I underwent open heart surgery for a 
torn mitral valve. The operation was successful, and they managed to repair the 
valve. However, during the immediate recovery, I spent four days on a ventilator in 
ICU as my lungs would not re-inflate fully. During that time when I realised I could 
not breathe unaided I reflected on two things. Firstly, I realised how fragile life is 
and that every day is a gift from God (James 1:17). Secondly, I thought about trust 
and where it needs to be placed when going through the trials of life. There was 
only one place I could turn for help; to God. During my recovery this was reinforced 
for me when I read through some of the psalms and was struck that whatever the 
author David was going through, he often ended by expressing his trust in God. 
Psalm 27 is a great example of one where David places his absolute trust in God; 
“I would have despaired unless I had believed that I would see the goodness of the 
Lord in the land of the living. Wait for the Lord; Be strong and let your heart take 
courage; Yes, wait for the Lord.” (v 13,14)

Jesus would agree with both the comments of the wife and the nephew of the 
two miners on what is really important, and He would encourage each one of us at 
this time to turn to Him and trust Him. This current global COVID-19 crisis, which 
is full of trauma and anxiety for many, helps us to focus in this way also. Let me 
encourage you to read Jesus’ teaching and perspective in Matthew 6 v 19-24 on 
money, Matthew 6 v 25-34 on anxiety, Matthew 18 v 1-6 on humility, and John 15 
v 9 -17 on friendship and loving others. As you do, allow the Holy Spirit to minister; 
to bring hope and peace in place of any discouragement or anxiety you may be 
feeling, and to bring a perspective on what in life are the things that really matter.

Keith Saynor
Pastor Grace Church Caversham

Appreciating the gift of life
“Can any one of you by worrying add a single hour to your life?”

Matthew 6:27.
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At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Caversham Bridge
Would you like to have this paper delivered to you 

monthly?
Email us at: circulation@cavershambridge.org  giving 

your name and address. The annual subscription including 
delivery is £5.00.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased from: 
Caversham Emporium in Church Street, and The True Food 

Co-op in Grove Road, Emmer Green.

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

commodities, such as eggs, have been shared around and those who cannot 
do their own shopping have been helped.

Buses are still running, but with very few passengers. They provide an 
essential service for the many key workers who need to travel to work – from 
those in health care and the food supply chain to our dustmen and the water 
industry. A neighbour commented to me “Our gardens will be better this 
year than ever before” as those with gardens make the most of the warmer 
and longer days to sow seeds and deal with the weeds. Long postponed 
jobs, such as tidying garages and sheds are being tackled. I expect the 
queues for the Civic Amenity Site will be huge when we can once again take 
our recycling there. Hopefully charity shops will also benefit, although the 

Emmer Green fights Virus with Gazebos
continued from page 1

closure will impact on their earnings and the support they provide to their 
causes.

Many people have put rainbow posters in their windows to show support 
for the National Health Service. The  “Clap For Our Carers” events brought 
people out onto the streets on Thursdays 26 at 8pm. This provides us 
with a way to thank NHS workers who are looking after our loved ones 
and battling the coronavirus pandemic. The message has been circulating 
widely on social media and there were reports of tired hospital staff on their 
way home being moved to tears.

One impact of the ban on meetings has been the closure of all our places 
of worship. For Christians, the preparation for, and celebration of, Easter are 
a central part of their faith. The churches are still alive and active, and many 
have organised on-line resources and services. But for some stopping regular 
worship is very painful, as the habits of a lifetime have been disrupted.

For those making deliveries, it is useful to take account of the information from Royal Mail.  In 
line with guidance from Public Health England, they advise their colleagues that good hand hygiene 
is the first and most important line of defence.  Disposable gloves are also made available to their 
people on request.  Those delivering newspapers are advised to follow the general rules on social 
distancing, hand hygiene and not touching the face.  They should avoid touching door-knobs, gates 
or other hard surfaces.  Wearing gloves will clearly help. For those who are extremely vulnerable, 
the NHS advice is for people to stay at home.  If you are in this category, you should have received 

a letter from the NHS.  For more information on this, see the NHS web site.  Reference 3
Reference 1: BBC Scotland: www.broadcastdownload.precise.co.uk/assets/174136/NewsUK_

BBCRadioScotland_10.03.2020_11.47.mp3
Reference 2: WHO Covid 19 Frequently asked questions: www.who.int/news-room/q-a-detail/q-

a-coronaviruses 
Reference 3: NHS Web site: www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/advice-for-people-

at-high-risk/                                                                              Web sites accessed 3 April 2020

Delivering your Caversham Bridge – continued from page 1

Reponses to the virus in Caversham

photos C Moloney, Pam and Phil Chatfield



967 7033
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk
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On Sight Optical Ltd  

40 Years  
experience  
behind us  

We make 
spectacles to 

your 
prescription  

Carry out 
repairs and 
adjustments  

Extremely 
competitive 

prices  

All frames include, as standard, 
single vision lenses, prices from only  

£18.00 
Other lens supplements from:  
Bifocals      £55.00 
Varifocals     £70.00 
Transition Reactolite   £54.00

Free Quotations with no obligation  
 
Can fit new lenses to your own frame  
 
We specialise in complex and  
difficult prescriptions  

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.  
 
 
 

 116a Henley Road                                                                                 
Caversham  RG4 6DH  

      T: 01189 476 754  
onsightoptical116@outlook.com  

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

•  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

•  Commercial and Domestic Installations

•  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

•  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

•   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

•  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

Our churches have had to close their doors during 
the Covid-19 outbreak, possibly for the first time ever. 
For some, their normal pattern of regular worship 
has been disrupted, something which is particularly 
difficult in Lent and through Easter.

Churches and clergy have been finding new ways to 
connect with their members and the wider community. 
The ubiquity of smart phones and laptops with cameras 
make virtual links much easier. It is not the same as 
physically worshipping together, but is providing a way 
we can see one another as we share in on-line services. 
Services have been recorded and made available on 
YouTube – for example the Archbishop of York, John 
Sentamu has recorded services from his home, one 
of which he starts with drumming - the traditional 
Ugandan call to prayer.

Churches in Caversham have broadcast live services 
over the internet (Caversham Baptist Church and the 
Caversham Park Church). These include a “virtual 
Communion” on Easter Sunday for the latter. A number 
of Catholic churches have live streams of scheduled 
masses, including SS Gregory & Augustine Parish, 
Oxford and St Bede’s Basingstoke, which are available 
on Church TV. Grace Church is using its Facebook 
members’ site as a central hub for communication. 
Regular updates, prayer requests, video messages and 
other items are being posted. Their website is being 

used to post weekly sermons and the blog pages are 
also being regularly updated. Caversham Thameside 
and Mapledurham Parish has a YouTube channel for its 
services.

The on-line meeting application Zoom enables 
meetings with many participants. The Methodist 
Church in Caversham has used this for services. It has 
the advantage of enabling everyone participating to see 
one another and to sing and pray together whilst being 
apart. The Methodist Minister, Martin Beukes is also 
sending regular “Church where We Are” e-mails with 
news, services and reflections from church members.

Some clergy have live streamed their own daily 
prayers. Many are making a point of keeping in contact 
with people who do not have access to e-mail or the 
internet, delivering newsletters or making phone calls.

Archbishop of York: www.archbishopofyork.org/news/
news-2020/morning-service-bishopthorpe-palace    

Church TV: www.churchservices.tv

Caversham Park Church: Cavershamparkchurch.com

Grace Church Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/
GraceChurchCaversham

Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish (St 
John, St Peter and St Margaret): www.youtube.com/
channel/UCYMgve_d64enHsm1FUfwntA 

Churches adapt to the challenge
by Phil Chatfield

A prayer about the 
outbreak

Lord Jesus Christ,

You taught us to love our neighbour,

and to care for those in need

as if we were caring for You.

In this time of anxiety, give us strength

to comfort the fearful, to tend the sick,

and to assure the isolated

of our love, and Your love,

for Your Name’s sake.

Amen.
Taken from the Church of England web site

Kids Corner
Anna Clarke, Children & Families Worker at St John’s, 
Caversham, has been working on some on-line resources for 
children at this time while churches are closed.

She has produced three short programmes which are available 
on YouTube:

Psalm 23 and Lord’s Prayer:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=7ddErr12Te4&t=8s

Jesus and the Children:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yAXr7bfiWKk

Armour of God:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=5xGTY5oow4E

Watch out for new programmes!
For loads more ideas for things to do at home with children, 
Anna also recommends: flamecreativekids.blogspot.com/p/
things-to-do-at-home.html 

Your views matter 
by Phil Chatfield

Last month we announced  we would be including a reader survey in this, the May edition. 
We still plan to carry out the survey, but feel now is not the right time. We all have a 
lot of other important things on our minds at the moment. So we have postponed the 
survey until later in the year. However, we will make the survey form available from 1 May 
through our web site at: cavershambridge.org:5154/Readers-survey-2020



acquiring a collection of fine furnishings and carefully selected Old Masters. The wooded parkland 
offers glorious seasonal colour, while the landscape has been carefully restored to offer wonderful 
views, peaceful trails and picnic places, with areas for children to run and play.  
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/basildon-park 

Nuffield Place – The home of William Morris, Lord Nuffield, the founder of Morris Motors 
and one of the great men of the 20th Century. Incredibly successful but a real philanthropist, he 
provided extensive support to health care facilities, including our own Royal Berkshire Hospital. 
Explore the garden and local woodland walks. 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nuffield-place 

The Vyne – A Tudor house turned 17th century home set in gardens, woodlands and wetlands. In 
addition to the garden, there is a walled garden which is partly planted as a wildflower meadow, 
and extensive walks by the lake and through the woods. www.nationaltrust.org.uk/the-vyne 

West Green House Garden – A celebrated garden with an intriguing collection of follies. The 
garden has many original features, including a grand water staircase, created by Marylyn Abbott, 
which provides the focal point for the Nymphaeum Fountain designed by Quinlan Terry.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/west-green-house-garden 
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Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

I am writing at the beginning of April as we enter the second week 
of the Coronavirus “lockdown”. Right now it is difficult to think too far 
ahead. But we all hope for a return to something more normal later in 
the summer, and perhaps it is time to plan for some local trips out.

Like many other charities and businesses, the National Trust has 
been hit hard by the impact of the pandemic. We are very fortunate in 
Caversham in having a number of their properties within 10-12 miles of 
us. All would make a great trip out by bike or car and, with the exception 
of West Green House, they have catering facilities for morning coffee, 
lunch or an afternoon tea. Once the current “Stay at home” restrictions 
are lifted, these properties will need as much support as possible. So take 
time now to browse the National Trust web site and plan your trips.

In the meantime, their web site has a host of suggestions for back 
garden activities for all the family – see 
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/things-to-do 

Greys Court – This picturesque 16th-century mansion and gardens 
were home to the Brunner family until recent years. The house exudes 
a welcoming atmosphere with a well-stocked kitchen and homely living 
rooms. The series of walled gardens is a colourful patchwork of interest 
set amid medieval ruins. Buildings from earlier eras include the Great 
Tower from the 14th century and a rare Tudor donkey wheel, in use until 
the early 20th century.
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/greys-court 

Basildon Park – An estate saved from almost certain demolition and 
lovingly restored. An 18th-century house sitting in 162 hectares (400 
acres) of historic parkland and gardens. It was purchased by Lord and 
Lady Iliffe in the 1950s. The Iliffes brought Basildon Park back to life, 

West Green House Garden                                                               photo P Chatfield

Wildflower meadow, The Vyne                                photo P Chatfield

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

 • Rolex servicing agency, plus prestigious 
    makes
 • Probate valuations
 • Excellent jewellery repair service
 • Purchasers of old gold, platinum and silver
 • Antique and unusual pieces always wanted

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, RG4 8AA
Telephone: 0118 947 2295

by Phil Chatfield

Support your local National Trust properties



run by a committee elected annually by 
our members. We fund ourselves by an 
annual subscription of £35.00 (which for 
most members is less than £1.00 a session).  
New members are welcome to come for 
free before committing to membership.  
Generally speaking, we are older people 
doing it for ourselves.

We don’t see ourselves being in 
competition with anyone else, just providing 
what we have always sought to do – an 
opportunity for people who are retired and 
want to meet together, or quite simply to 
save people from being alone.  It isn’t always 
easy, as we are bound, as are all charities, 
to operate within the law, and finding 
members who have the skills to do our 
accounts and other necessary work while 
keeping to our constitution is a challenge.  
We also work with the other agencies and 
the Council officers on the wider issues 
affecting older people in Reading, and we 
are recognised as a valuable addition to our 
community resources.

A small number of us live in Caversham 
and yes - it is a bit of a journey unless 
you have a car (we have plenty of parking 
space). And it is two buses (on Route 33 
– Church End Lane).  The friendship and 
relaxed atmosphere make it a good place to 
be. If this applies to you, just come along or 
contact me for more information. or look 
on our website www.firtree-reading.com 

 Don’t sit there feeling alone – retirement 
is a new way of life, sadly so is bereavement 
– be welcome.
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Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

KIDMORE GARDEN SERVICES
Friendly & professional service

Garden maintenance & spruce up
Lawn cutting and edging: Planting out

Pruning & Hedge trimming
 

RHS qualification : References available

Call Steven on 0118 946 3853
 306 Kidmore Road, Caversham RG4 7NG

s.dix.kidmore@gmail.com

Tackling Loneliness – 
the Firtree Club

By Colin Ferguson – Firtree Chairman

Loneliness is a major problem for older people nowadays, especially after bereavement, when it is hard to cope 
with the many changes that will be needed in your life.  Retirement also brings many challenges and opportunities, 
but learning a new way of living is not easy for many people.  There are many groups set up in Reading, especially 
under the Age UK umbrella, or U3A and the local authority.  Local churches are very good at setting up lunch 
clubs and giving pastoral support as well as opportunities for older people to meet together.

The main challenge is to take the steps to join in. It is not just a problem for today as, back in the 70s, the 
Reading Retirement Club was founded (1972) to meet the need by providing a range of opportunities for people 
who had retired and wanted to meet socially.  That club still exists after forty-eight years. It has changed as the 
years have passed and no longer meets in Reading centre, but is now hosted by the Church of Latter-Day Saints 
(commonly known as the Mormons) and at the YMCA.

It is now called the Firtree Club, (Friends In Retirement Taking Relaxation, Exercise and Education) - an acronym 
invented some forty years ago.  Over the years, the club has had to move, mainly due to financial restrictions.  
Firtree currently has a programme of meetings across the week, bridge group on Mondays and a monthly garden 
circle which moves around to different centres and always seems to find tea and cake. On Tuesdays we meet for 
a chat before listening to an interesting talk, followed by scrabble or bridge and table tennis in the afternoon. 
Wednesdays include movement to music (gentle exercises), a songster’s group, whist, and craftwork. We play 
bowls on Thursdays - at Prospect Park in the summer and at Rivermead in the winter.  We also have an occasional 
outing and an annual holiday.

What is different then, about us? Our meetings are open to anyone who is retired or part retired in the 
Reading post code area and, though we meet in a church, we are not a church based or political group.  We 
have no paid staff, nor do we have any regular financial support from the council or anyone else, and we are 

photo P Chatfield

Caversham Bridge
Would you like to have this paper delivered to you 

monthly?
Email us at: circulation@cavershambridge.org  giving 

your name and address. The annual subscription including 
delivery is £5.00.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased from: 
Caversham Emporium, Church Street, 

Caversham Centre, RG4.
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Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

MONTY’S
MOBILE  MOWER  SERVICING

 Professional and Domestic machines 
serviced / repaired at your 

home or workplace
Collection & Delivery service also available

  ALL MAKES – ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience
 

0118 375 9815 / 07784 937850
www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

HAPPY WANDERER

For the merry month of May, I thought 
I’d write about a plant that you won’t have 
to travel far to see, and that might remind 
you of “normal” times when you could get 
to see it growing en masse, as here, without 
feeling guilty.

There are three common species of 
Buttercup that grow in grassland in our 
area.  The most frequent, the Creeping 
Buttercup, is actually a nuisance weed in 
some gardens, spreading by runners, a bit 
like strawberries.  Meadow Buttercups 
are taller and more upright, and Bulbous 
Buttercups grow from swollen leaf-bases, 
just below the soil, that look like bulbs.  
In woods round here, the Goldilocks 
Buttercup is fairly common.  It has very 
small petals, some, most, or all of which 
seem to be missing, while the Celery-leaved 
Buttercup grows by ponds and streams.

Buttercups, with yellow, reflective petals 
are instantly recognisable.  In cow pastures, 
their presence has been thought to enrich 
the cream of the cows, and to improve the 
colour of the butter made from it.  On May 
Day, it was traditional to rub buttercup 
flowers on the cows’ udders, to make sure 
that this happened.  But that was in Ireland, 
and it seems distinctly fanciful, since cows 
tend to avoid eating Buttercups, because in 
large quantities they are poisonous.

Geoffrey Grigson, in his “Englishman’s 
Flora,” wrote that in Berkshire and 
neighbouring counties they called them 
Crazies, Crazy, Crazy Bet or Crazy Weed.  
Had the public library been open, I might 
well have gone down into town to find out 
the origin of the name of the area near 
Wargrave known as Crazies Hill.  Maybe it 
was the hill where Buttercups grew.

When I was a child, and we were expected 
to go out most days (Sundays excepted) and 
play with the neighbours’ children, we still 
held Buttercup flowers under someone’s 
chin, to see if they liked butter.  If the petals 
reflected yellow under the chin, then they 
liked butter.  I never knew the test to fail – 
but then I never came across anyone who 
didn’t like butter!  Butter was a treat: we 
were more used to the taste of margarine 
in those days.  Households also saved the 
dripping from the Sunday beef joint, and 
that was spread on toast instead of butter.

Only once have I eaten butter made from 
unpasteurised cream, and it was something 

Do you like butter?
of a revelation.  I was returning from a holiday on Orkney, and it 
was midsummer.  The people at the guest house said I should go to 
a certain shop in Kirkwall, and buy at least a pound of farmhouse 
butter to take home.  It had to be the farmhouse butter.  Back 
in Caversham, I tasted a scraping from the paper in which it was 
wrapped.  I turned up my nose – it had gone “off.”  Then gradually 
I realised that what I was tasting was vaguely familiar.  It was like 
tasting the smell of cows.  I was sent back to the golden days of 
childhood, when you could get cream that was cream in colour 
and tasted like this from the farm.  And I was sorry when the butter 
was all eaten.

by Happy Wanderer

Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste
House / Loft Clearance

Garage / Shed Clearance

 Licensed Waste Carrier with 
 commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service 

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625

 www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338
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M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

• Guttering Installations & Repairs • Roofing
• Fascias & Soffits • Painting & Decorating

• All Interior & Exterior maintenance 
• Pest Control Service

• Full Public Liability Insured • Police Checked

We welcome inspection of previous work
info@theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE SERVICES

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

111613

01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com

12th February | 11th March

Probate and Insurance valuations

Simon Jones 

Jones and Jacob Ltd offer an easy way to sell your unwanted 
items.  We can assist with everything from single items to a full 

house clearance.

We hold auctions on the second Wednesday of every month, 
selling silver, jewellery, collectors’ items, pictures and furniture.

Next auctions 8th April - 13th May

Simon has a wealth of knowledge and experience in providing 
valuations and as an auctioneer.  He is happy to conduct 

valuations at your home or on site at our saleroom in Watlington.

PROBATE and INSURANCE VALUATIONS

tel: 01491 612810 
jonesandjacob.com
Ingham Lane, Watlington 
OX49 5EJ

by Doug Beaumont, Tower Captain

Experienced bell ringers teach novices this 
quintessential English art. Ringing is just as much 
about team work, fun and friendship as practice.

 The sound is created by ringing the bells in a 
particular pattern. Most ringers begin by ringing 
what’s known as ’rounds’, which is the typical 
ringing tune many people associate with ringing. 
There are many more complex patterns which can 
be ‘called’ by a member of the bell ringing team.

Once the coronavirus restrictions have been 
lifted and we resume bell ringing, any readers who 
would like to visit us on a practice night to see 
the bellringers in action, would be very welcome 
- just email the secretary, David Sumner, on bells@
stpetercaversham.org.uk to say you’d like to visit.  
Our practice night is on Tuesdays, 7.30-9.00pm.  A 
visit would last from 20 minutes to as long as you 
wish to stay at the practice.

At the beginning of March, St Anne’s School celebrated books 
for a whole week about but ‘World Book Day’ was very special.  As 
Head teacher, Sarah Bento, said in her newsletter, “The children 
had vanished; they were nowhere to be seen and, in their place, 
appeared a myriad of characters from the magical to the devilish, 
from princesses to burglars and from super grannies to enchanted 
animals.”

Staff joined in the fun and appeared in a variety of disguises and 
enjoyed the day as much as the children who were delighted to see 
their teachers and other staff all dressed up.  The children paraded 
into assembly showing off their costumes to start off the day which 
will be remembered fondly as one of the happiest of the school year.

World Book Day at 
St Anne’s school

The Bells of St Peter’s and St Margaret’s

Bell Ringers ready for action                     photo D Beaumont

If you live in the vicinity of St Peter’s Church you may well be familiar with the sound of the church bells. 
The church has eight bells, the heaviest of which weighs 8 hundredweight (400 Kilogrammes), in its bell 
chamber. The bells are controlled by ringers in the ringing chamber below the bells. They use ropes with 
special grips woven into them called ‘Sallies’. These help the ringers grip the rope and at St Peters are made 
from yellow and purple wool. There is a substantial floor between the ringing and bell chambers so the sound 
of the bells is not too loud.

There is a thriving bell ringing community at the church which meets on Tuesday evenings for practice. 

Dressed up for World Book Day  photo J Wright

by Jane  Shaw
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Give your clothes a second chance

Every year an estimated 336,000 tonnes of used clothing goes to landfill in the UK.  And it is thought we 
have £30 billion worth of unused clothes in our wardrobes.  The Waste and Resources Action Programme 
report “Valuing our clothes” presents estimates for the carbon, water and waste footprints of clothing.  The 
annual footprint of a household’s newly bought clothing, along with the washing and cleaning of its clothes, 
is thought to be equivalent to the:

•carbon emissions from driving an average modern car for 6,000 miles
•water needed to fill over 1,000 bathtubs
•weight of over 100 pairs of jeans
A lot of us have been using some of our enforced time at home in recent weeks to go through our cupboards 

and drawers.  So what should we do with the clothes we no longer want or need?
The “Love your clothes” web site has a lot of useful ideas aimed at reducing our clothing waste.  The site 

provides advice on buying clothes, care and repair and, ultimately, disposal.  It suggests selling, swapping, 
donating or recycling the clothes, and provides useful links to online resources to help with these.

In Caversham and Emmer Green there are plenty of charity shops which aim to give your clothes a second 
chance and raise funds for good causes.  There are also a number of clothes banks.  No matter how worn 
clothes are, there is always a way to keep them out of the dustbin.

For more information, see:
www.loveyourclothes.org.uk/ 
www.wrap.org.uk/content/clothing-waste-prevention    
www.oxfam.org.uk/donate/donate-goods/what-happens-to-your-donation/wastesaver 

 

by Phil Chatfield
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

Established Electrical Installation Company 
with an Excellent Reputation

Commercial and Domestic Installations

Specialists in Electrical Testing, 

Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

  Planned, Preventative and 
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.

Open 9.30am to 2.00pm on Tuesdays

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

Kicking the plastic habit
by Anne-Marie Evans 

A number of local residents have set up a group to steer Caversham towards 
becoming an accredited plastic free community.  Their aim is to protect the 
environment by reducing our plastic footprint.  They are part of a nationwide 
initiative organised by the marine conservation group Surfers Against Sewage (SAS) 
which brings together and empowers individuals, small businesses, local government, 
schools and community groups.  The Plastic Free Caversham campaign, backed by 
Reading Council, was launched last September at Reading Civic offices.

The campaign is about ending our addiction to the non-essential single use 
plastics such as carrier bags, cups, straws, bottles, etc.  It is not about eliminating all 
plastic from our lives, but focuses on the disposable plastic which is causing untold 
harm to marine life.  The world’s rivers, oceans and coastlines are choking with 
plastic pollution, and it needs the power of group action to eliminate it from our 
communities.

To become a fully accredited Plastic Free Town, local businesses, schools, and 
community organisations need to remove a minimum of three items of single use 
plastic that can be replaced by suitable sustainable alternatives.  Making sustainable 
alternatives available to customers will bring about much needed change and reduce 
the amount of throwaway plastic in our society.

The campaign is fully supported by Caversham Traders’ Association.  Several 
members - local businesses, Hemdean House School and the Weller Centre - have all received plastic free champion awards from SAS.  These efforts by 
individual businesses and organisations will help Caversham to accomplish its overall standing as a plastic free community.

The campaign is also about volunteer actions, such as the litter pick reported in the April edition of the Caversham Bridge, and awareness-raising events 
targeting the plastic problem.  The group staged a “mass unwrap” event in Waitrose recently.  A team of volunteers encouraged customers to unwrap 
unnecessary plastic from their shopping.  At the end of the event there were four trollies piled high with plastic.  Reading Councillor Ayo Sokale and local 
MP Matt Roda were there to support the event.  It was a great way to show the scale of the challenge and to send a clear message to supermarkets that 
more action is needed.

If you would like to be involved in the Plastic Free Caversham group, please contact Anne-Marie Evans on 07707 470336, or engage through the 
Facebook page, www.facebook.com/plasticfreecaversham and Instagram @plasticfreecaversham

For information on Surfers Against Sewage, see their web site, www.sas.org.uk #plasticfreecommunities

ENVIRONMENT

Unnecessary wrapping collected at the “Unwrap” event.



In June 1937 an exhibition in the Royal Horticultural Society’s Vincent Square Hall caused a mini sensation.  It 
was all about lupins. On a stand of five hundred square feet were great numbers of beautiful and stately lupins.  
They were, of course, Russell lupins.

It is hard for us to understand the excitement of that time. We are now well used to new flower introductions 
with novelties coming out every year and, as a cynic might say, being forgotten the next.

The story behind their introduction is fascinating.  George Russell worked as a gardener in York and, in 1911 at 
the age of 55, became interested in the lupins available at that time.  He grew them on an allotment (later two 
allotments) and they were blue, white or pink flowered and George thought he could improve them.  As they 
flowered some were a little better than others and were saved while the rest were dumped before any pollen was 
formed.  After a while he became dissatisfied and thought he could do better. There is uncertainty about what 
followed, but it seems as though George grew annual lupins with more colour.  Despite setbacks such as good 
plants lacking perenniality he persevered.  Amazingly 
he never hand pollinated nor did he take cuttings.  
Eventually word got around and James Baker, a 
nurseryman from Codsall near Wolverhampton, 
learned of these wonders and, after a good deal 
of gentle persuasion, managed to acquire all the 
lupin plants. Then every plant was moved from 
the allotment to Bakers Nursery at Codsall where 
propagation took place to increase the number for 
sale.

Russell lupins became very popular, but then 
Bakers Nursery discontinued and no new plants were 
being raised and the old stock deteriorated badly. 
Russell lupins were never long-lived perennials. 
However, during the last few years, several people 
have introduced new plants and some good seed is obtainable. Lupins are easy to grow from seed, especially if 
you chit the seed, that is gently ease a small piece of the hard shell off the seed.  Alternatively you can soak the 
seed in water for a short time to soften the hard casing. Lupins are not long-lived and they do not like limey soil.  
Finally a warning that in latter years a new big ugly aphid has appeared from somewhere and you may need to 
spray to get rid of it. 
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MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

Les Cooper in 
the garden

Lupins

The end of an era
by Alan Wright

At the end of March, Whitings the Butcher in 
Coldicutt Street, Lower Caversham, finally closed its 
doors after a century of trading.  The business was 
originally set up by a Frederick Coldicutt, after whom 
the street was named.  It was carried on by a Mr. 
Liddiard, and then Mr. Townsend, before Mr. Whiting 
took it over some 50 years ago.  The present owner 
Martin Howarth, nephew of Mr. Whiting, took over 
the business and retained the name. Due to his ill health 
the shop has been run for the last two years by his son, 
Daniel.  Throughout its time the shop has specialised in 
responsibly sourced meat of high quality.

Daniel reminisces about the number of small shops 
which used to exist in this area of Caversham, including 
the well-loved sweet shop.  Whitings is the last to close.  
Daniel and Martin wish to thank all their customers for 
their loyalty and support over the years and, in turn, we 
wish Daniel well in the new career he is about to begin.Whitings shop, Coldicutt Street           photo  J Wright

  Lupins in all their glory



by Keith Watson
Caversham Heights Society
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THE FUNERAL PEOPLE

SERVICE, QUALITY AND BEST VALUE
FROM A PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENT
FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1826

READING               0118 957 3650
HENLEY                  01491 413434       

www.abwalker.co.uk
CAVERSHAM        0118 947 7007

A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Emporium
Church Street, Caversham Centre

Email us at:
circulation@cavershambridge.org

giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

The meetings or events of the Society are now 
suspended because of the corona virus restrictions. 
For further information, see the web site at www.
cavershamheights.org or cavershambridge.org:5154/
local-info/whats-on  in the “What’s On” pages on the 
Caversham Bridge web site. 

The Caversham Heights Society held two events 
during March before the decision was taken to cancel 
future events until further notice. The last three lectures 
of the season will now hopefully be rearranged for next 
season, which should begin in September. The mini-
holiday in Kent planned for May has also been cancelled.

The first of the March events was a lecture on the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital (RBH) Medical Museum by Richard 
Havelock, the Chair of the Museum Trustees. Richard 
spoke about the history of the Museum on 4 March at 
short notice, as the scheduled speaker was ill. The RBH 
was opened in 1839, at the height of a cholera epidemic, 
and the museum was opened in the old laundry, where it 
is still located, in 1881. 

The Museum was originally meant to house the 
archives of the hospital. These are now supplemented 
by a display which traces the history of developments 
in medicine over the past nearly 200 years. In the early 
years patients were bled using leeches, some of which are 
still on display. It was believed they sucked out poisons 
and other infections. Richard showed different gadgets 
and equipment, some of which looked pretty gruesome, 
used for carrying out operations. Different types of 
anaesthetic for sedation were described. Modern 
keyhole surgery, much of which has been pioneered by 
staff at the RBH was also covered. The evoloution of 
prosthetic limbs from rather crude appliances developed 
to help victims of the first World War, to modern ones 
which are now unbelievably realistic was shown. 

The Museum also shows how operating theatres, as 

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

 

  Simon Porter & Co   

Chartered Accountants 

      • Self Assessment    • Businesses 

      • Companies              • VAT, Payroll 

For a one hour free no‐obligation chat, 

call Simon Porter FCA on 
 

(o) 0118 947 8158  (m) 07873 343669 
 

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB 
 

A tale of two museums

well as doctors and nurses clothing, have changed over 
the years and illustrates how medicines and pills, as well 
as pharmacies, have changed. One of the most intriguing 
exhibits is an iron lung that was developed by William 
Morris, Lord Nuffield, to help victims of poliomyelitis. 
Lord Nuffield developed quite strong links with the RBH 
and even paid for several consultancy appointments and 
chairs in different fields of medicine. 

Richard’s ended his illuminating talk by saying that the 
Museum is open to visitors on the first and third Sunday of 
the month between 2.00 and 4.30pm.

The second event was a visit to the British Motor 
Museum at Gaydon in Warwickshire on March 11. This 
was a tour down memory lane for members of the Society, 
showing the development of the British motor car over 
the years. The highlight for many was a talk on the history 
of the Mini, entitled ‘Wizardry on Wheels’. It has been 
described as the most successful car of the last century 
and the fact that it is still being produced and driven is 
testament to its durability. We will have a more detailed 
report of the visit in our June edition.

Caversham boasts several 
allotments – which, thankfully, 
allotment holders have been allowed 
to tend during ‘lockdown’. 

Not only do the allotment holders 
grow a range of vegetables, fruit 
and flowers, the allotments can also 
be a place to encourage and enjoy a 
diverse range of wildlife. 

One Caversham allotment 
holder has combined managing 
her allotment with attracting a 
spectacular range of butterflies. 

Due to a steep slope, she needed 
to create a barrier around her plot 
in order to stop the soil tumbling on 
to the paths, so she planted a border 
of oregano (marjoram) – which has 
proved a butterfly magnet.  “I try my 
best to keep my bit wildlife friendly 

as possible, especially for butterflies 
- so far this year I have seen orange 
tips, brimstones, cabbage white, 
and peacocks.  I edged the border of 
my beds with oregano, and later in 
the year there will be a lot of other 
species to enjoy!”

As the summer progresses, the 
plot will be alive with butterflies – 
including holly blues, common blues, 
small copper, gatekeepers, meadow 
browns, ringlets, red admirals, 
commas, and small tortoiseshells. 

Allotments clearly provide a range 
of benefits – “The exercise does me 
good – but enjoying the butterflies 
is the big plus.  It’s what keeps me 
going!”

And as for the produce – the 
allotment holder grows a wide range 

of vegetables, as well as soft fruit and 
grapes, plus cut flowers to fill her 
house – “Well, that is a bonus.”

Butterfly bonus on the allotment
by William Cecil

Photo British Motor Museum

Morris Mini Cooper S, Monte Carlo 1967 winner

Peacock Butterfly       Photo P Chatfield



Weller Centre says let them eat cake
by Hazel Bingham

During the first few weeks of the Covid-19 outbreak and the start of social isolation, the Weller Centre 
recognised that its role in the community was changing: the need for us to become a food bank and local 
support centre was obvious. We began by becoming the local library, followed by printing out, free of 
charge, 100s of worksheets, exercises and practice tests for all those children no longer in school.

We quickly progressed to being a drop-off/
collection point for food parcels.  As the number 
of people self-isolating (and in isolation) grew, we 
moved to being a delivery service.  People sent 
in their requests by email, Facebook or phone; 
and items were packaged and then delivered 
(observing social distancing rules). Not only could 
we offer cake, but fresh fruit and veg. Our biggest 
take up was for breakfast boxes, were made up 
of sausages, bacon and eggs from a local supplier, 
along with cereal donated by local residents and, 
where we were able to, milk.  We received many 
donations during the first week from well-known 
hotels, and also big named food chains which 
closed down.

The residents of Amersham Road and surrounding areas pulled together and really showed what 
community meant, donating brand new and used books, craft items, puzzles and games, as well as food.

See the Facebook page for more information: www.facebook.com/wellercentre
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Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

Give your old tools new life
by Brenda Coates

As April started, we were told we should stay at home to save lives.  Many of us 
are taking the opportunity to tackle those long-postponed jobs, such as tidying the 
garage, shed or loft.

If you are having a sort out and have any old tools, sewing machines or garden 
equipment, rather than sending them to landfill, could they have a new life?  Tools 
with a Mission (TWAM) will collect old and unwanted tools and put them to use 
across the world.  TWAM is a Christian charity with a team of volunteers who 
restore, clean and sharpen tools and equipment, which is then sent across the 
world, enabling people to earn a living and support themselves and their families.  
TWAM operates seven refurbishment centres across the UK and sends out over 20 
containers of tools a year, focussing on sub-Saharan Africa.

Sewing and knitting machines – either hand or electric - can be used along with 
fabrics, cottons, buttons, lace etc., to enable people to learn all aspects of sewing 
and tailoring and earn a living.

Meet ‘Prosescovia’ from Uganda who is 23.  She says “I am learning tailoring. Life 
was very hard for me, as I did not finish my education and had no skills. I did not 
know what I could do, but now I am capable of making different fashions, especially 
for young girls and women.  I can now sell things to raise money and buy more 
material.  I am aiming at starting a personal boutique in the future if all goes well.” 

With suitable tools, carpenters can set up workshops making simple furniture.  
Mechanics need tools to repair bicycles and cars.  Plumbers, electricians and builders 
can set up their own businesses and garden tools can be used to grow vegetables 
and fruit.

For more information on the work of TWAM, visit their web site at www.twam.uk
Here in Caversham, Brenda and Martin Coates have been collecting tools for 

TWAM for many years. They are happy to come and collect your unwanted items, 
which will be transported to Ipswich, where a team of volunteers restore and 
package them to send to Africa. 

They can be contacted by phone on 0118 947 3240 or by Email: martin.coates1@
outlook.com Prosescovia from Uganda          photo TWAM

Breakfast Box                   photo Hazel Bingham
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• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

A J JACKSON
yz

painting and decorating

l  interior and exterior
l  plastering (walls & ceilings)
l  plaster & damp repairs
l  artex skimming
l  tiling (walls & oors)
l  wallpapering
l  furniture spraying
l  20 years experience
l  quality workmanship
l  fully insured
l  free quotes and advice
l  references available

yz

*nvq qualied in carpentry 
e.g. wooden ooring,

door hanging, skirting, shelving etc.

Contact Andy

07419 367755
andyjj4@gmail.com

based in tilehurst

yz

Proposals for the construction of nearly 250 new homes on the Reading Golf Club (RGC) site were the subject 
of a public exhibition in early February. The club is in Emmer Green, although the golf course includes a substantial 
area in Oxfordshire.

Our March edition included a letter from the Club Chairman, Colin Reed, seeking local support for the 
proposals. He stated that “remaining in Emmer Green would mean imminent insolvency and collapse for the 
club”. He emphasised the benefits of a proposed new healthcare centre, new public access land, improved 
walking and cycling links between Emmer Green and Caversham, and funding towards public transport and play 
space provision.

However, the Keep Emmer Green (KEG) campaign group have expressed shock, anger and sadness at the 
proposals. They are highly critical of the management of the Club, claiming it has failed to address the need 
to change with the times and make the club more attractive to potential members. They believe the Club has 
under-performed in comparison with other clubs in England. According to England Golf, the body representing 
golf clubs in England, the average club derives around 21% of its income from visitors, whereas RGC manages 
only 7% to 8%. Elsewhere, improved marketing and investment in modern facilities to make clubs more family 
friendly are seen as the formula for successful golf clubs. The Club has been in existence for more than 100 years 
and has survived two World Wars and major financial crises. But it now seems set on moving to Caversham 
Heath, with the expectation of a ‘six-figure’ sum of money for each member following the sale of the land.

Many local residents are not convinced of the benefits. They believe the local infrastructure could not cope with 
the number of new residents. With space allocated for up to 500 cars in the development proposals, neighbours 
have warned of the impact of so many extra cars on narrow streets. They said local schools are oversubscribed. 
They have expressed doubts about the proposed medical centre being built, citing the failure to deliver proposals 
for a medical centre and school as part of the nearby Bugs Bottom development.

KEG claim the Golf Club was a willing participant in the Reading Local Plan, approved by the Council and 
signed off by a Government Inspector in November 2019. The local plan provides for building between 90 
and 130 houses on a small part of the Golf Club land which would secure the future of golf on the remainder. 
Cash from the development of the land could enable the RGC to continue for many years to come, with a new 
clubhouse and additional land to replace the land lost to housing. Numerous alternative options were presented 
to the Club to demonstrate how the course could be re-structured to continue as a beautiful parkland 18-hole 
course. These suggestions and the Council Local Plan appear to have been ignored in the proposals put forward 
in February. Their plan shows 250 homes on part of the land within the Reading Borough Council boundary and 
a ten year option has been granted to Fairfax Properties to develop the remaining land, which all lies within South 
Oxfordshire.

Summary of the 
proposals

A total of 249 new homes
About 200 houses, most with three or 

more bedrooms
Around 75 of the new homes will be 

affordable housing spread across the site
The development will be solely on land in 

RBC, which is about a third of the 
109 acre RGC site

Green space will account for just over 60 
per cent of the development site

A planning application will be sent 
to the Council this spring following 

consideration of feedback from club 
members and the public.

Proposed development at Reading Golf Club
by Phil Chatfield, 

based on information from Keep Emmer Green

photo Philip Chatfield

Plan of the proposed golf course development



a time for exercise, school work, creative 
tasks and chores.  This is working well as 
the kids know what is coming.  We have all 
been enjoying Joe Wicks to get us going 
in the morning and, as a change to school 
work, other on-line programs, from Steve 
Backshall to craft classes.

My girls at secondary school have been 
given work for most of the lessons they 
would have had at school.  Details come 
via an App on their phones (I have a copy 
too) which was used for homework before 
the schools closed.  For the eldest (Year 9) 
this works quite well. She is bright, enjoys 
school and does a lot of it with her friends 
on Skype.  I’m not sure if it’s a good thing, 
but is it worth a battle if she is getting the 
work done?

It’s more difficult for my younger 
daughter, who generally finds school 
more difficult and isn’t as organised.  She 
struggles to get started with the set work 
and panics about the amount to do.  So 
for her we need to break it down into daily 
manageable chunks.

Teachers all have email addresses the kids 
can use to submit work and ask for help. 
When we have contacted them, they have 
been amazing, with same-day responses.  
For some subjects, generally the core ones, 
they have also emailed me if homework has 
not been submitted.

My son is in Year 3 at junior school.  
Their term project is the Romans, so they 
have a number of Roman related tasks, 
from making a shield to writing about a day 
in the life of a Roman Soldier.  They have 
maths books to work through and times 
tables and spellings to learn via games on 
the school website.  Teachers have posted 
YouTube videos both to keep in touch and to 
offer challenges to the kids. More learning 
videos and tasks are being put together for 
after Easter.  My son appears to enjoy these 
activities but, as the days go by, he seems 
to ask or mention friends and family more.  
It’s so hard for him not to know how long it 
will be like this.

The children say the hardest part is not 
having someone to ask questions of when 
they are stuck and continually finding 
the motivation to work.  I find it hard not 
always having the knowledge to help them 
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The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 � News
 � Events
 � Business listings
 � Jobs
 � Clubs
 � Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Home Schooling – 
a pupil’s view

by Erin, aged 12

This is my second week of home schooling and I have done Joe 
Wicks’ work out throughout this week.  Home schooling can be 
very boring at times because I’m away from all my friends, but it 
can also be fun, and you can spend quality time with your family.

I have been baking in my spare time but only foods that don’t 
use too many ingredients because we are trying to save some in 
case shops close at some point.  The teachers are setting quite a 
lot of homework, some of which is optional.  Personally I think 
they are setting harder stuff than we normally do in class, so I end 
up asking my friends for help on our daily calls to each other.  My 
classmates and I mainly keep in touch by text but sometimes we 
use WhatsApp to call each other.

Most of the schoolwork set is supposed to be submitted on-line 
so we have to take a photo of it then submit it using an App, but 
sometimes it is really glitchy.

Some schools are doing face time lessons but, whereas our 
school is just setting work, I think it would be easier to complete 

School’s out – but not for all
Most of our school children have been sent home, although schools have remained open to provide for the children of key workers and some others.  For those who 
cannot attend school, a whole new world of home learning has opened up.  For many of these pupils, learning in structured sessions continues with on-line lessons: P.E. 
with Joe Wicks (on YouTube) and work submitted by e-mail or as photos sent to teachers. Here we bring you some different views on this new world.

continued on page 15

the work if we were doing face time but 
some people don’t have access to face time 
or to Skype. Overall home schooling feels 
very weird but I’m starting to get used to it.

Home learning – 
what do parents 

think?
By Jackie Outhwaite and 

Nicky Lister

It can be hard to motivate pupils who 
were due to take exams this summer.  These 
pupils will be given an assessed mark by 
their teachers based on their work to date 
and standardised by the exam boards.  They 
will have the option to sit exams later in the 
year or next summer if they wish – perhaps 
because the assessment mark was low.  
Their teachers are setting a lot of work, 
including past exam papers.  But, until they 
know if and when they will be sitting their 
exams, there seems little point in working 
through these papers now.

For University students, lectures 
continue, but now on-line, and course 
work must be completed as normal.  Some 
will even have online exams.  Most students 
are at home, but some, especially those 
in their final year, are still in their student 
accommodation, even though they cannot 
attend lectures.

As a family we have a daily routine with 

The new classroom photo             J Outhwaite
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Professional Tree and Hedge care

Royal Forestry certified
NPTC Qualified

£ m public liability
Call Ben on
ben mackie@tiscali co uk
benmackiearborist com

Local to Caversham: Over 15 years experience

Helping job seekers prepare their
CV / Cover letter / LinkedIn profile

15 years of industry recruitment experience

Contact: Laura Harmsworth
0118 947 2488 07947 586 070

www.cavershamcvwriting.co.uk

when needed.  I am wondering if we are doing too little, 
too much, or not making enough of this time together.

For now, if we all can stay healthy, enjoy each other’s 
company at least sometimes and keep talking to each 
other, we are winning.  But if this break lasts until the 
autumn, how will children cope?  Some may not have 
access to resources like laptops, printers or cameras to 
photograph their work.  What will be the long-term 
effect on learning outcomes and school discipline?

Home learning - 
a teacher’s experience

by Nicole Beukes

Schools and their staff had very little time to prepare 
for school closure and the consequences for home 
learning.  My school had looked at experiences abroad 
and had started to plan for the possibility.  However, 
we had just two clear days from the Government 
announcement to the closure of schools.

This resulted in a huge workload, particularly for 
school administration staff, in a very short time.  For 
example, e-mail accounts had to be set up for teachers’ 
“Classroom” mail, and new staff rotas established to 
ensure staff are available to be in school for the key 
workers’ children and some others.  Our school has 
set up a three-team rota.  Each team spends a week at 
school and then two weeks working from home, which 
allows for self-isolation if anyone develops symptoms 
of the virus.

Teachers spend a lot 
of time planning lessons, 
often establishing different 
objectives for their pupils 
based on their individual 
needs.  This becomes much 
more difficult when the 
lessons have to be loaded on 
the school website by 8.30am 
and must be done even during 
the week when a teacher is 
physically in school.  At my 
school we have chosen to 
“register” the children, so we 
need to check they have done 
so.  We also send an e-mail in 
the morning to parents about 
the work for the day and 
check the work submitted at 
the end of the day, along with 
dealing with any queries from 
parents.

For the children there are also problems. Many 
resources are on-line, for example YouTube videos. 
Not every family has broadband, adequate laptops or 
the capacity to print work sheets.  For some children, 
school is printing resources for parents to collect.  There 
are additional challenges if English is not a family’s first 
language.

Most of the recent lessons have revised work done 
over the last term.  After Easter we will begin a new term, 
with new learning objectives, providing another layer 
of complexity.  Because schooling continually builds 

continued from page 14 School’s out – but not for all
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E F W I T H Y O U A L W A Y S  
U D R U I Y P S P F L O O D S  
P P G I N K Y W G N I B M A L  
S W X R G L O N G E R D A Y S  
O O K C U C N O I T A R G I M  
 
ANIMALSWAKEUP 
ASCENSION 
BLOSSOM 
BLUEBELLS 
BUDS 
COWPARSLEY 
CUCKOO 
DAFFODILS 
FERTILISING 
FLOODS 
HAWTHORN 
LAMBING 
LONGERDAYS 
MAYDAY 
MIGRATION 
NESTBUILDING 
PLANTING 
REGROWTH 
SPAWNING 
SPRINGCLEANING 
TADPOLES 
THAW 
WARMTH 
WITHYOUALWAYS 
 
 
 

 

ANIMALSWAKEUP
ASCENSION
BLOSSOM
BLUEBELLS
BUDS
COWPARSLEY
CUCKOO
DAFFODILS
FERTILISING
FLOODS
HAWTHORN
LAMBING
LONGERDAYS
MAYDAY
MIGRATION
NESTBUILDING
PLANTING
REGROWTH
SPAWNING

SPRINGCLEANING
TADPOLES
THAW
WARMTH
WITHYOUALWAYS

on a child’s learning, it is vital the children 
keep up if they are not to be disadvantaged 
when starting the next academic year.

I think this break in schooling will have 
a lasting impact.  Much will depend on the 
capacity of parents to help their children.  
Some may flourish but others may make 
limited progress.

The sudden transition is tough on all staff.  
Teachers are working long hours and their 
daily pattern of work has changed entirely.  
The family worker, who was already 
busy, has even more work – for example 
following up if a child has not registered 
for three consecutive days.  Admin staff are 
working hard to support teaching staff and 
parents.

Roman homework            photo N Lister
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l.co.uker-electrica

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
 To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions  

Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

Jimmy Wharton              Phone: 0118 975 2241 / 07801 937876                 

www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

Proprietor                          Email:   jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service 

jws

















 





 











BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small
 

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs 
Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed

 UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal

Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced
Painting & decorating internal and external

 Call Jim Long – 0118 327 4783/07570 079700

M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

For a Clinic appointment please call

 
 
 

Commercial & Residential Window Cleaning 
 

- Ladderless water pole & traditional cleaning methods 
- UPVC, conservatories and conservatory roofs 

- Established 1992, based in Caversham 
- Fully insured 

 

0118 947 9171  /  07866 702 841 
www.sparkleswindowclean.co.uk 

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market 
and covering a wide range of areas including Equity Release.

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation 
face to face appointment.

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com
T: 0118 991 8704

www.mayfieldmortgages.com
Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, 
insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only.

!

!

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market and covering a wide 

range of areas including Equity Release. 

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face 

appointment. 

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com 

T: 0118 991 8704 

www.mayfieldmortgages.com 
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Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk


