
Although the campaigns to keep The Mapledurham Playing Fields free from 
development have failed, many groups in the community are continuing to work 
with RBC, the MPF Trustees and the Heights School in an effort to limit the negative 
impact of the loss of green space and provide a community hall. Unfortunately, even 
with over 200 objections and a significant number of groups working directly with 
RBC to diminish the negative impact of the master landscape plan, all of the users’ 
and residents’ concerns have been dismissed. The Master Landscape Plan, including 
the exotic avenue of trees to bisect the recreation ground, was approved by RBC and 
the MPF Trustee Sub-committee. 

Looking towards the future, WADRA has returned its focus on the ongoing 
issue of the Pavilion refurbishment. WADRA has been fundraising for the Pavilion 
refurbishment for almost a decade, raising over £75K and securing £100k in Section 
106 monies in 2014. An additional £25k was promised but not released by Festival 
Republic due to their receipt of a libellous letter written by a school supporter 
stating WADRA was misappropriating funds. This issue has since been dealt with 
and Festival Republic are ready to release these additional funds, bringing the total 
raised to over £200k.  

In April 2015, WADRA was planning to refurbish the Pavilion. RBC had already 
run a tendering process (using £15k of the £100K Section 106 monies) for the bulk 
of the work. The community was also offering their skills and expertise from the 
architectural drawings, project management, carpentry, plumbing, tiling, and painting 
to support the refurbishment. It looked like the Pavilion would be refurbished and 
available for use by middle of the summer of 2015. Unfortunately, this was not the 
case. RBC decided, as the MPF Trustees, that it would not let the refurbishment go 
ahead due to the undecided issue of the school on MPF. In January 2016, the Pavilion 
was then closed indefinitely, as it was thought to be an unsafe structure- something 
that the proposed refurbishment by WADRA would have fixed the previous year.  
The Pavilion has remained closed for over three years, losing income, continuing to 
displace the many groups, clubs, and users, and depriving the community of a local 
venue for meetings and events. 

At the end of 2018, WADRA re-stated their desire to refurbish and reopen the 
Pavilion. The MPF Trustees granted permission for these works to take place. WADRA 
were pleased to provide approximately £46k, for the initial structural refurbishment 
of the Pavilion. This work was managed and supported by David Maynerd, Alistair 
McLean, Martin Brommell and Shaun Tanner. This phase of work focused on ensuring 
the structural fabric of the Pavilion was safe with the intention of the Pavilion 
reopening earlier this year. The work which has recently been finished included; the 
rebuilding of the south wall, recovering the roofs, new guttering, downpipes and 
soakaways, repair, re-laid and installed drainage to the main entrance, redecorating 
and refurbishment of the back hall, central room and main hall, replacement of 
doors, and relaying of southside paving. 

Unfortunately, there is additional work to be done in order for the Pavilion to be in 
an acceptable state to reopen. The length of closure has taken its toll on other parts 
of the building. The toilets near the hall entrance and the kitchen are dilapidated 
and not fit for use. WADRA has offered to use the £25k confirmed from Festival 
Republic to refurbish the toilets, create a new bigger kitchen at the east side of the 
hall, refurbish the lobby and provide new flooring in the main hall. This proposed 

work follows the original 2015 refurbishment plans. Unfortunately, in discussions 
with RBC, it was made evident that there is currently no finalised plan for the entire 
Pavilion refurbishment. RBC has also indicated that they want to change the original 
refurbishment plans for the Pavilion to a less acceptable configuration. 

A major change to the original plan, as indicated verbally by RBC, would be the 
placement of the new football changing facilities adjacent to the tennis courts. This 
departure from the original Pavilion refurbishment and changing rooms extension 
would close MLTC off from the recreation ground and make the space at the back of 
the pavilion less attractive for private or community events. The original plan would 
have placed the changing room extension between the school and the pavilion. 
WADRA and other groups have concerns over the viability of the new suggested 
plans due to their negative impact on MLTC, significantly reducing the space at the 
back of the Pavilion for events and blocking the new kitchen’s access to playing 
fields. 

There are also additional concerns over the plans for new changing rooms. RBC is 
suggesting they refurbish the existing changing rooms now and then use additional 
funds in the near future to create an extension with new changing rooms. ‘Caversham 
Trents’ and other users have agreed that this would be a waste of limited funds 
provided by RBC and the ESFA, essentially paying twice for the changing rooms. It 
was strongly advised that the existing changing rooms should have the minimum of 
work necessary to ensure there are sufficient funds remaining to create the changing 
rooms extension when match funding is secured. WADRA and other groups continue 
to wait to receive the plans, details of costs to install and maintain changes, as well 
as the prioritisation of all projects.  

WADRA will continue to work with RBC on the refurbishment and the reopening 
of the Pavilion, providing further funds when there is a cost-effective plan that is 
both viable and acceptable for the users and residents. WADRA, in collaboration with 
other community groups and clubs will continue to protect MPF from any additional 
development, retain the character of the playing fields and ensure that there is 
minimal disruption to local residents and users during and after the construction of 
the school. 

[Contributed by Elisa del Galdo for WADRA]
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Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrew
Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org

Caversham Thameside Ministry -
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, Caver-
sham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Rev’d Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834
Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev’d Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. 
Tel: 947 2223
Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Rev’d Colin Baker
Church office tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue.  Tel: 947 1787. 

St Michael
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, 
Sonning Common    Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 
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ANGLICAN
St Peter, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
 Sundays)
 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm Holy Communion with Healing Prayers usually 1st 
Sunday, Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)

St John, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Margaret, Mapledurham
11.15am Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Andrew, Harrogate Road
  8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first Sunday BCP

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Parish Communion
  9.30am  COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday
6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church – for all the family
 Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH, Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)

St Michael, Sonning Common
5.30pm Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship
  6.00pm Evening Service

SUNDAY 
SERVICES

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the July 2019 issue should be sent to the 
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by  Monday 
3rd June. The date for the August issue is Monday 1st July. 
Email address is: editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the July 2019 issue should be sent to Mr A. 
Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday 
31st May. The date for the August issue Friday 28th June. Email 
address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND 
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS 
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Caversham Bridge 2019: Copy price and subscription price

Caversham Bridge is sold at £0.40 per copy. The 
subscription price which includes delivery to your home 
address is increased to £5.00 / year (for 12 issues) from 
January 2019.

TALKING POINT
by Rev’d Jenny Dowding

It’s a cliché to say that the Church generally gets a bad press. And, of course, 
the Church past and present has much to be ashamed of - scandals, hypocrisy, 
cruelty and abuse included.  But the Church has always been a community of 
sinners in need of forgiveness and transformation, where everyone is welcome.  
Jesus said, ‘It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but those who are ill. I have 
not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.’ (Luke 5: 31-32).  

The story-teller Bob Hartman reminds us that the church is, and always has 
been, a work in progress, and we mess it up sometimes but it is also the place 
for grace.  Bob has written a piece called ‘Let’s hear it for the Church!’  in which 
he wanted to affirm so much that is good about the Church, and to thank 
God.  He mentions those parts of the world where the Church is under attack, 
but where Christians refuse to compromise principles of right and wrong, and 
how they suffer terribly as a result. He reminds us of the countless hurting 
people who have found acceptance and healing in the church, the poor who 
have been fed, the damaged saved.

 
Recently Rev. Dr Mike Long spoke about “Faith in the Shadow of Grenfell”. 

Mike is the minister of Notting Hill Methodist Church which opened its doors 
to survivors of the tragic fire two years ago. There were already good local 
relationships between Christian church leaders and those of other faiths, and 
together, they had a key role in supporting the community in the aftermath. 
(As a result of the work Mike did, he was appointed chair of Shelter’s social 
housing commission.)  Sometime after Grenfell, the local police chief was 
retiring, and she spoke to Mike and said, “You were the quiet people who 
enabled others to be angry and to be sad.”   

At the funeral last month of the young journalist Lyra McKee, Fr. Martin 
Magill received a standing ovation when he spoke out and shamed political 
leaders into making renewed attempts at progress for peace in Northern 
Ireland. 

Bob Hartman also writes of some of the people who have had a profound 
and positive impact on him, and he thanks God for them. If I were to write my 
own list, it would be long, but it would include the members of the churches 
of Caversham, where there is a genuine desire to serve our community, and to 
work together as members of one Church and I thank God for them.

Bob finishes his piece like this:
So, let’s hear it for the Body!
All fingers and thumbs sometimes, but the Body of Christ nonetheless.
And let’s hear it for the Bride!
Beautiful and broken and unbowed.
And let’s hear it
Let’s hear it
Let’s hear it for the Church!1 

1 “Telling the Bible” by Bob Hartman, publ. Monarch Books 2006

Rev’d Jenny Dowding, 
Caversham Methodist Team Ministry
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At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

The great William Marshal (c. 1147 - 1219) was Regent to the boy King Henry III (from 1216) and was not only a 
very important figure in his own time but by his birth and death has significant and permanent links to Caversham 
and Reading. 

The 800th anniversary of his death falls on 14 May 2019 and will have passed with the publication date of the 
June CB. But, there are other events and celebrations to follow. In Caversham, CADRA is delighted to welcome Tom 
Asbridge as the speaker at its AGM on Tuesday 11 June at 7.30pm in Thameside School. Tom is a specialist 
in Medieval History at Queen Mary University of London. He has presented TV programmes on William’s life and 
published several books including: The Greatest Knight. The remarkable life of William Marshal, the power behind five 
English Thrones. All are welcome.

CADRA is also finalising arrangements for a permanent memorial telling something of the story of William’s 
life. Details of the fundraising campaign are at www.cadra.org.uk and we would be grateful for your support.

William Marshal 800th 
anniversary

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical

Caversham Sub-Post Office: no further developments to report
Caversham Bridge has published monthly updates 

on the matter of the Caversham Sub-Post office. 
Following on from the update in the May issue, no 
further news has been received. Matt Rodda MP, 
has been active on behalf of Caversham residents 
concerning the replacement for the Caversham 
Centre Sub-Post Office. Matt continues to call 
for proper post office services to be retained in 
Reading, Caversham and Woodley and for central 
government to play a significant part in resourcing 
and maintaining this vital community service. 

Meanwhile the Reading Crown Office on the 
Market Place closes on 15th May. The full range of 
services will not be available at the new counter in 
WH Smith in Broad Street ( for example, the useful 
service of reserving presentation packs has been 
taken up at the Broad Street Mall Sub Post Office).

The view of the Post Office is that the 
reinstatement of a Post Office branch in Caversham 
is going to be dependent on an interested party 
being able to submit a viable and successful 
application to incorporate this service within their 

existing business. To date we have no reports of 
a response to the call posted on the PO website. 
The discussion will continue and Matt will send 
updates to all regarding a public meeting and / 
or a meeting with Caversham Traders, which has 
also been offered to the MP previously. For further 
communication and information please contact: 
Matt Harrison, Constituency Support Manager, 
Office of Matt Rodda MP, 0118 206 2967. We invite 
Caversham Bridge readers to let Matt Rodda know 
about deterioration in service levels experienced.

PALMUSIC UK 
ENSEMBLE

with Iyad Sughayer, Omar and Tibah Saad, and Lourdina 
Baboun

A concert of Classical and Palestinian music

PALMUSIC UK AND KAIROS READING 
PRESENT

Sunday 30 June -St Andrews Church, Albert Road, 
Caversham, RG4 7PL 

18.30 pm (doors open 18.00pm)
Tickets: Adult £12 / Under 25s and concessions £8 

www.thelittleboxoffice.com/palmusic
Info at kairosreading1@gmail.com

www.sabeel-kairos.org.uk

www.palmusic.org.uk, contact@palmusic.org.uk, 020 7832 1340     
1 Gough Square, London, EC4A 3DE Charity no 1152645
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On Sight Optical Ltd  

40 Years  
experience  
behind us  

We make 
spectacles to 

your 
prescription  

Carry out 
repairs and 
adjustments  

Extremely 
competitive 

prices  

All frames include, as standard, 
single vision lenses, prices from only  

£18.00 
Other lens supplements from:  
Bifocals      £55.00 
Varifocals     £70.00 
Transition Reactolite   £54.00

Free Quotations with no obligation  
 
Can fit new lenses to your own frame  
 
We specialise in complex and  
difficult prescriptions  

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.  
 
 
 

 116a Henley Road                                                                                 
Caversham  RG4 6DH  

      T: 01189 476 754  
onsightoptical116@outlook.com  
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SUMMER FUN DAYS OUT! 
Saturday 25th May Bournemouth Beach

Tuesday 28th May Moreton-on-Marsh Market & Bourton 
on Water -Popular village referred to as the ‘Venice of the 

Cotswold’

Saturday 15th June Brighton Beach

Saturday 29th June Weymouth Beach

Saturday 13th July Swanage Beach

Wednesday 31st July Bournemouth Beach

Saturday 10th August Brighton Beach

Tuesday 20th August Weymouth Beach

Friday 30th August Bournemouth Air Show 

Saturday 21st September
Mystery Day Out!

Monday 2nd December Turkey & Tinsel - 5 Days in Torquay 
£239.00 pp Deposit of £50.00 required

Phone for bookings on 0796304420 – Please leave a 
message or text and I will get back to you asap.  You can 

always pop into the lunch clubs!

All Coach Trips picking up from outside the Hope Tap Pub 
Friar St at 9.30am.

Cost £17.00 per Adult and child
Refillable coffee and tea can be purchased from the Hope 

Tap from 8am £1.25

Jacket Potato Lunch Clubs: Term time only - 
Tuesdays St Johns & St Stephens Church, Café Orts Rd 

and Wednesdays The Weller Centre, 
Amersham Rd

 All serving 12pm until 1.30pm - 
Everyone is welcome at £3

Maundy Thursday at 
Dorchester Abbey

On Maundy 
Thursday, did you 
not find a minister 
at hand in the 
parish?. Then you 
may have found 
out later that 
they had gone 
for the day to a 
special annual 
service of ‘The 

Blessing of Oils’.  Ministers from across the 
Oxford Diocese flocked to the Eucharistic 
service for the Blessing of Oils and renewal 
of Ministerial Commitment at Dorchester 
Abbey.

The olive oils were blessed before being 
collected by clergy for anointing the sick 
and dying, signing with the cross at baptism 
and for use in confirmation services.

A full photo essay of the day can be found 
at: bit.ly/DorchesterChrism

Marking the retirement 
of Bishop Andrew at 
Reading Minster

Several hundred people flocked to 
Reading Minster on the 1st May 2019 for 
a joyful service to mark the retirement 
of the Bishop of Reading.  The Rt Rev’d 
Andrew Proud’s last official engagement 
was held on Easter Sunday and the staff at 
the Minster church of St Mary in Reading 
worked hard to put on a special farewell 
service for him. 

Before becoming Bishop of Reading in 
2011, he served as Chaplain of St Matthew’s, 
Addis Ababa and was consecrated Bishop 
of Ethiopia and the Horn of Africa in 2007.   
Bishop Andrew spoke of his experience in 
that: “It has been such a joy to ordain deacons 

and priests and see them grow and move on and to have had the privilege 
of baptising and confirming so many.” 

Since returning to the UK, Bishop Andrew has been instrumental 
in introducing a major mission initiative called Partnership for 
Missional Church to the diocese, Many Anglican churches in 
Caversham under took this initiative including our local Methodist 
churches.

Reverend Steven Croft, the Bishop of Oxford, added: “Bishop 
Andrew has been an enormous gift to the Diocese of Oxford as Bishop of 
Reading. He and his wife, Janice, are known and held in great affection 
across Berkshire. Like many others, I will miss Andrew as a friend and 
colleague.” 

Into Deep Water 
Please  pray  for  our  

Oxfordshire Anglican diocesan 
conference (see conference 
prayer below) that was held 
8/10th May 2019.  Bishop’s 
Council, Bishop’s Staff and 
representatives for the deaneries 
had been exploring how we 

encourage local renewal in mission as we seek to be a more Christ-
like Church for the sake of God’s world.  The outcome will be shared 
with churches over the diocese and particularly those in Caversham 
over the next couple of months we will report in greater detail on 
this in due course, Mike Smith, Alison Johnston and Mark Burton 
from Caversham represented the Reading Deanery. 

Share our prayer:
God of love, the sea is so great and our boat is so small.   

Inspire your church as we put out into deep water.  Help us to be 
contemplative, compassionate 
and courageous in your 
mission.  Guide us by your 
Spirit to discover where you 
are working,  Help us to join in 
the building of your kingdom 
and anoint us afresh to make 
disciples of all ages in your 
name for the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, who calls us and sends us with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God now and for ever. Amen 

This prayer is based on the book of Acts of the Apostles.

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,

Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,

Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,

General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna CITY & GUILD MECP & EITB (ENG)

Tel: 07778 340 444 / 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

WHAT’S ON IN AND AROUND 
CAVERSHAM: JUNE 2019

DATE EVENT   

 1st      Greenshoots Opening, Manor Farm RG9 5LA  10.00am – 3.00pm.  

 Sale of plants, local honey etc.

2nd Reading Children’s Festival - Various Events and activities  

 0118 9372771 

2nd Forbury Band  3 – 4.30pm  Forbury Gardens  ALSO  9th, 16th, 

 23rd and 30th June

8th English Food and Wine Festival   Brightwell Vineyard 

 Wallingford  OX10 8L J   11 - 5

11th CADRA AGM + Tom Asbridge on Wm. Marshall 

 ‘Greatest Knight’ 7.30 Thameside School 

16th Open Garden Manor House Dorchester-on-Thames OX10 7HZ 

 Homemade teas in Abbey

22nd Concert  Reading Bach Choir  St Andrews Church  

 Albert Road  7.30pm.

22nd Concert  Reading Festival Chorus  Verdi’s Requiem  7.30pm  

 Great Hall Univ. Of Reading

23rd Open Garden Chalkhouse Green Farm Kidmore End Reading  

 RG4 9AL  2pm – 6pm  Cream Teas

23rd       St Johns Church  ‘Community Fun Day’   4 – 6pm.

30th       Open Gardens  Pyt House and Willow Tree Cottage RG8 8RA  

 2pm – 5pm Homemade teas 
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Dry Carpet, Upholstery & 
Hard Floor Cleaning
Specialists

Locally based family run business.
Call us for free on 

0800 180 40 45
zerodrytime.com

Spills & spots - gone
Smells & odours - removed 
Deep cleans & lifts carpet pile 

Get Main Room Cleaned

      save 
on all further rooms 50%

Leather  Cleaning
Specialists
Restoration & Recolouring

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

  Commercial and Domestic Installations

  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  

  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

‘Around and about’: exploring Caversham and further 
afield - introducing a new theme for Caversham Bridge

In our last issue (May 2019, p.11) we introduced the ‘Caversham People’ 
theme and identified some pathways to explore our local history through our 
local people. ‘People’ and ‘Places’ is a natural pairing, so we are now introducing 
the second theme under the heading of ‘Around and about’. ‘Places’ provides a 
focus on our local geography, but also allows us to recognize that in reality we 
may range much more widely. Of course, this has to be qualified in the sense 
that some do so more than others, or that frequencies vary: occasionally, 
sometimes or often. As individuals we may choose to stay and remain, but 
collectively we are mobile whether by necessity or choice. Hardly ever before 
have we had such ability and means to be mobile and to travel for whatever 
reason. But we are coming to realize that movement can have consequences 
as ‘Extinction Rebellion’ has highlighted dramatically over the last month, and 
as many bodies of opinion are beginning to realize within the variations of 
the green and environmental movements over many more decades past.

Our editorial motivation is to tap in to the idea that travel broadens the 
mind (few can deny it does, especially if the mind is open) but to acknowledge 
that we may only be able to enjoy the experience with a clear conscience if 
we can do so sustainably. Reduced to its essentials this is about our carbon 
footprints, which apply to every human activity whether or not travel is 
involved. These matters are now, thankfully, matters of general debate and 
information across the media and in our conversations and discussions. In 
the popular sense that ‘small(er) is beautiful’ we can bring this frame of mind 
and philosophy to our own need for and often enjoyment of mobility and 
travel. The beautiful journey does not necessarily have to be long, and by 
implication far in distance. But, we are still likely to have to engage in the longer 
and further travelling from time to time. Where we expend time, energy and 
resources on travel and mobility we can do our best to make it count and 
to be a valuable experience, not only in making the physical journey, but in 
obtaining mental, psychological, health and well-being benefits from it.

In Caversham (and Reading) we are fortunate in being geographically well 

placed to access our locality and its hinterland. 
Caversham is a very well connected place perhaps 
in theory rather than in practice, if you start to think 
about traffic queues which are one of the banes of 
Caversham life! But, we know that this is where 
sustainability is relevant. We will not revisit these 
themes now but they do bear mention. The saga 
of Caversham bus services occupied many of us in 
2018 and little connection in the official debate 
was made to the emerging theme of sustainability 
in 2019 and beyond. Why is there no Park and 

Ride facility at all North of the Thames? A third 
road crossing may well never emerge, although we 
do have a third pedestrian and cycle crossing over 
the Thames. On the railways the news is a little 
better locally, but thoroughgoing electrification 
has been abandoned and replaced by a diesel bi-
mode fix beyond Cardiff and Newbury. And don’t 
mention Reading / Basingstoke and the Thames 
Valley branches electrification, nor the delay to 
Cross Rail.

So, now to the question of ‘Round and about’. 
We want to encourage reporting and writing 
about places in Caversham, Reading and beyond. 
You, our readers, are our travellers and we would 
like to hear about your trips, adventures and 
favourites. These can be longer or shorter and 
may be for any motive you choose: friends, family, 
business, leisure, excursion, holiday. As we say, 
travel broadens but it does not necessarily have to 
be far. The rule of quality over quantity can prevail. 
The editors will do their bit, but we really need our 
readers to contribute by sharing travels, thoughts, 
tips, ideas and suggestions to name but a few 
insights. To get the feet moving and the wheels 
revolving here are some of our thoughts.

Tell us about how you use Caversham (and •	
Reading) as a source of travels and journeys 
for whatever purpose. What are your 
favourite and regular walks (what do you 
see, how does it change with the seasons?). 
Do you ride a bike or drive a bit or bus a bit 
and walk?
Where do you go and what do you do if •	
you want to go a bit further. For you is this 
a few hours, for half a day or for a longer 
spell?
When do you perceive that you are doing •	
more than going a ‘bit further’? From time 
to time you can go a lot further by train or 
by coach and of course if you drive then 
there are many possibilities for longer 

or shorter days. Groups often arrange 
excursions and there are commercial 
providers of a range of day trips to other 
localities and attractions. These outings 
make good stories!
Caversham and Reading has good public •	
transport access to London and other 
large centres so a day trip can be quite 
ambitious. Using public transport can give 
a perfect experience or one that is marred 
by delays and timetables. Do you make 
these destinations part of your travels?
From time to time, many are able to take a •	
longer break (a weekend, a long weekend, 
a few days, booking a tour with a travel / 
accommodation package) and then there 
is the longer holiday which may take you 
within the UK or to destination in Europe 
or beyond. What places and experiences 
have you pursued?

Hopefully, this will provide food for thought 
and inspiration. As we hear the message about 
sustainable travel we will all have to consider 
some adjustments to habit. Indeed, this need 
to change might open our minds to many other 
and beneficial possibilities. Quality of experience 
not quantity of distance, perhaps. Individuals will 
make their judgments. Caversham Bridge invites 
you to write and share them.

[Contributed by SAR]
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April saw the last two lectures of the 2018-19 season for the Society and 
these are reported here. The programme has been interesting and varied 
and well supported.

The History of the RAF at Greenham Common
The first lecture, on April 3rd, was ‘the History of RAF Greenham Common’ 

given by Dr Jonathan Sayers. He gave a very detailed and informative 
account of the history of the area from the 17th to the 20th centuries. 
Apparently there was an army camp there in 1714 at the time of the 
Jacobite Rebellion but its use by the RAF really began in the 1930s when it 
was used for storage of planes as well as for pilot training. This intensified 
after the arrival of the USAAF in 1942 and, as preparations for the D Day 
landings progressed, Greenham Common became crucial for the building 
and storage of WACO Gliders which were vital for transporting both men 
and materials behind enemy lines. Instead of being mothballed after the 
War, its importance again grew as part of the allied defence during the 
Cold War period when, from 1950 onwards, the USAAF upgraded and 
expanded the facilities to allow for B47 bombers and, later, for the storage 
of 96 Cruise missiles which were intended to counteract the growing 

 

10 Church Street, Caversham,Reading, RG4 8DZ 
Telephone: 0118 947 6666 

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk 

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and 
reliable nurses and care workers to support clients in their 
own homes. 
 
We are recruiting for experienced care workers to join 
our professional and friendly team. We offer excellent 
pay, generous mileage and flexible hours to suit. 

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
 domiciliary care in the local area

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home 
services, helping others & supporting them to continue independent and 

fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of  their own homes.

Please call one of  our Care Managers if  you are looking for someone to 
provide company and a little help in the house, or assistance with personal 

care or medication.

Telephone 0118 947 6666 www.gardinersnursing.co.uk
10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

PIANO LESSONS 

Available from an 

experienced teacher, 

ex-concert pianist. 

All levels taught. 

Your house or mine 

(Steinway grand) 

Anna: 07568 377731  

The Caversham Heights Society: concluding the 
2018 -2019 lecture programme

threat of SS80 missiles from the USSR. This situation aroused growing protests from supporters of 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, amongst whom were many subsequent Labour MPs. After 
the closure of Greenham Common in 1992 this all died down. Since closure the site has returned to 
a mixture of civilian uses, but the name has become iconic for many people both locally and further 
afield.

Trees in Caversham
The second talk and last of the season, was given on 17th April by John Evans, a local man and a 

former agricultural and horticultural adviser to both Government and Industry, who spoke about 
trees in Caversham. Although his talk focussed on Caversham it also ranged more widely as the state 
of trees and nature here reflect the wider situation climatically and ecologically.

 John began by showing some old pictures of Caversham taken in the 17th and 18th centuries 
which showed a few beech woods that would have been used for making charcoal but revealed 
mainly arable fields with relatively few trees. It was the development of large houses, such as Balmore 
Park and Caversham Park, and the work of landscape gardeners such as ‘Capability’ Brown that 
transformed the scene as more and more trees were planted. During the late 19th century many 
tree-lined avenues sprang up, such as St Peter’s Avenue, Balmore Drive and Caversham Cemetery. 
Today Caversham is the most wooded and attractive part of Reading. It also has many exotic trees 
such as Douglas firs, tulip trees, ginkos and black mulberry trees, as well as azaleas and rhododendron 
shrubs brought into the country  by travellers and explorers.

Apart from enthusing about trees in Caversham, John also discussed the benefits of trees for 
health, such as providing shade, absorbing carbon dioxide and producing oxygen, as well as absorbing 
the fumes caused by traffic pollution. He also touched on certain tree diseases like ash die-back, 
Dutch elm disease, and horse chestnut leaf mould. His enthusiasm for Caversham Court and some 
of its special trees made his audience feel that they needed to look afresh at their surroundings and 
he commended the excellent work of ‘Caversham Gardeners’ and ‘Reading Tree Wardens’, all of whom 
do so much to preserve our local trees and landscapes. 

This was a fitting end to a varied and interesting lecture programme largely produced by Christine 
Bradbury. The next lecture programme will start in September. Further details will appear in future 
issues of the Caversham Bridge.

Caversham Heights Society 
trip to Basingstoke

On the 10th April  forty members of the Caversham Heights Society enjoyed a trip to the Bas-
ingstoke area, where the first visit was to the Milestones Museum. This privately owned museum 
contains a wide variety of exhibits, including many transport items, ranging from steam engine, 
road roller, tram, trolley bus, open top bus, horse-drawn cart, caravan to cars, motor cycles and 
cycles, dating from the 19th and early 20th century. There were a number of old-fashioned shops 
to explore, and a range of domestic equipment such as cookers, washing machines, driers, vacuum 
cleaners which brought back memories of domestic and kitchen equipment which many members 
had in their homes when they were younger. This is an interesting and informative place to visit 
for people of all ages. 

After this, the group travelled to Odiham, where, following lunch at a nearby restaurant, we ar-
rived at the Basingstoke canal, to be welcomed aboard the John Pinkerton ll, a canal boat, which 
took us for a trip as far as the remains of Odiham castle. The canal has been extensively renovated 
in recent years, and is now navigable from Odiham as far as the River Wey in Surrey. In spite of a 
weather forecast indicating that it would be cool and windy, the sun broke through and passengers 
could sit outside and enjoy the beautiful scenery including the different shades of spring foliage 
emerging from the trees along the banks. The relaxing trip through largely unspoilt countryside 
revealed some early young ducklings and nesting moorhens. This enjoyable trip, lasting some 2½ 
hours, was arranged with the Basingstoke Canal Society whose volunteers ensured our safety and 
comfort throughout the trip. The next outing will be on Thursday 27th June to the Royal National 
Lifeboat Institute in Poole.    

Gliding along the Basingstoke canal in early 
springA bridge on the Basingstoke canal
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

ENVIRONMENT

Tigers in the Garden

M
ost years, at the end of 
June and into July, this 
exotic-looking insect 
appears in my Caversham 
garden.  It is the Scarlet 

Tiger Moth, it is not all that common, and 
in this country, it is not found north of the 
Midlands.  The books say that it is found in 
marshes and by river banks, and on rocky 
cliffs near the sea, but I have only ever seen 
it in gardens.

I have never knowingly seen its 
caterpillar, which feeds on a wide variety 
of plants, among which are nettles, dead-
nettles, comfrey, honeysuckle, poplar, ash, 
elm, willow, blackthorn and brambles.  It is 
black, with yellow and white stripes along 

its flanks and its back, and has black hairs 
sprouting from every segment.

In appearance, this moth does not look 
much like a tiger.  The fore-wings are 
basically black, with a metallic green sheen, 

and with blobs of cream, dark yellow and 
orange.  The hind-wings and body are an 
amazing red colour, with dark spots.

It is a moth that flies by day, but I have 
usually found it when it is resting on 
vegetation, tree-trunks, fences or the shed.  
It is often reluctant to stir, and lets you 
photograph it.  Sadly, sometimes all I find is 
severed wings, presumably because a bird 
has eaten its body.

The Garden Tiger Moth is much more 
tiger-like, with brown and cream fore-wings.  
When alarmed, it exposes the scarlet hind-
wings which have dark eye markings, in an 
effort to startle attackers and avoid being 
eaten, and it can also exude a yellow fluid, 
which renders it less palatable.  Its caterpillar 
is the ‘woolly bear’, covered in dark hairs and 
looking furry and decidedly hard to swallow.  
My old books say that it is common, but the 
Internet says that numbers have declined in 
the last few years.  In the 1950s, I could see 
it most years, but alas, no longer.

I do not usually go out of my way to look 
for moths, but did once go on a ‘mothing’ 
evening run by the Reading and District 
Natural History Society, where mercury 
vapour lamps were used to attract moths.  
Various other kinds of insect turned up, and 
among the moths was a Ruby Tiger Moth.  
It was the colour of a port wine stain, but 
had no tiger markings at all.

The most tiger-like moth I saw was the so-
called Wood Tiger.  The wings were striped 
and tawny.  To see it, I had to make a special 
pilgrimage to a hollow in the Berkshire 

Downs called The Devil’s Punch-Bowl.  It is by The Ridgeway, above 
the villages of Childrey and Sparsholt, and is a well-known Wood 
Tiger haunt.  Though these days the area is part of Oxfordshire, I 
still think of it as the Berkshire Downs.

The colony of moths, despite the name, was out in the open, 

but hiding in the vegetation.  Though they are day-flying months, 
they were hiding from the damp and chilly breeze – but at least 
they were reluctant to move and easy to photograph if you could 
find them.  Other highlights of this visit were Small Elephant 
Hawk Moths, and a curious and rare poisonous plant, Henbane – 
something of a red-letter day for me.

Happy Wanderer

                   The Scarlet Tiger Moth

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103
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Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your 
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised 
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care 

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

Caversham Bridge is pleased to feature a report from Highdown School in Emmer 
Green. We hope that other schools in Caversham will follow their lead and use our columns 
to tell the community at large about the many and varied activities our schools support and 
encourage. 

STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts and Mathematics)
From 25-29 March a group of Year 12 STEAM ambassadors visited Caversham Primary 

School to conduct some experiments with the students. A variety of experiments were 
done with different year groups. Year 4, tested the relationship between the height a party 
popper went and the amount of weight the popper was pulled with. Year 4 and 5, worked 
with Dr Love on an experiment to burn crisps to test how much fat was present in branded 
crisps versus a supermarket’s own brand.  Some of the group worked with Mr Siddhu on 
an experiment to extract DNA from kiwi fruit. Year 2 - experimented with different dessert 
sauces with Mr Loveday to see which sauce was more viscous. The Reception class did some 
laboratory style work on ‘poo dissection’ (fake ‘poo’ made from chocolate, meal worms and 
a mix of seeds and nuts).

We are very proud of our year 12 STEAM ambassadors for volunteering their time and 
making it an enjoyable experience for the students of Caversham Primary School.

Damon Critchlow (12A) Keiran Dabrowski (12B)
Jessica Foster (12C)  Yee Tong Hong (12B)
Maha Hussain (12A) Sony Karki (12B)
Simran Karki (12E0  Margarita Kudirkaite (12E)
Andrei Menshikov (12E) Abdulrahman Okily (12E)
Ashmin Pun (12A)  Rachel Stevens (12B)
Kit Taylor (12B)  Kevin Varghese (12D)

RSPCA Debate
On 3 April Year 8 students took 

part in a debate on Animal Welfare 
organised by the RSPCA at the 
Reading Civic Offices. The students 
had to go head-to-head against 
other schools in Reading, arguing 
for and against the importance 
of animal welfare on a number 
of topics, from the use of service 
animals to the impact of Brexit. 
In a close fought competition, 
Highdown were runners up and 
have qualified for the final, to be 
held in London.

A massive well done to Ellie 
Hayden, Harriet Ranson, Emily 
Larsen, Mo Cook, Maddie Shand, 
Ella Tripathi and Clemmie Thorpe. 
Thank you also to Kate Brazier 
Tope for supporting the trip.

Italy Trip  
This trip, during the Easter holidays, was based in Sorrento, located on the south of the 

Bay of Naples. On the first day our party climbed the infamous Mount Vesuvius which 
offered views into the steaming volcanic crater and the surrounding Bay of Naples. There 
was an opportunity to talk to a volcanologist who explained how the volcano is monitored 
to reduce the risk to the one million people who live in the shadow of Mt Vesuvius. 

We could appreciate the scale of a volcanic eruption by visiting both Pompeii and the 
well-preserved town of Herculaneum. We walked around the main features of the Roman 
towns - the colosseum, the Roman baths, ‘thermopolis’ (hot food shops), mosaics and the 
forum - and viewed the plaster casts of the victims at Pompeii, which really emphasised the 
devastation of the eruption.

Italian cuisine was explored by visiting ‘Fondo Galatea’, a working farm producing a range 
of local produce. Following a cheese-making and pizza-making demonstration, students 
made their own wood-fired pizzas, as part of a three course traditional Italian meal. Some of 

our students got another chance 
to get hands-on during an ice-
cream making demonstration, 
before we all tasted the freshly 
made lemon sorbet and hazelnut 
ice cream.

Our trip included all modes 
of transport, primarily on our 
excursion to the exclusive island 
of Capri: a very bumpy hydrofoil 
ride, a laser boat trip and a 
chairlift ride. The week away also 
featured a scenic drive along the 
Amalfi coastline.

To celebrate the end of a 
fantastic trip, and our last night in Naples, we visited a local café to watch the Naples v 
Arsenal game and soak up the local culture. It was an unforgettable trip, jam-packed with 
excursions, and immensely enjoyed by both students and staff!

A Level Music Recital Evening
This event is one of the most important in the lives of our A Level Music students as 

it marks the culmination of two 
years of hard work as they perform 
a recital lasting more than eight 
minutes.  This is recorded and 
submitted to the exam board.

This year, on 4 April we were 
mesmerised by the beautiful 
performances of Chopin’s 
‘Nocturne in C# minor’ and two 
movements from Debussy’s ‘Suite 
Bergamasque’ including ‘Clair de 
Lune’ played by Abby Asbury.  
These pieces are challenging for 
any pianist but Abby made the fast 
scale passages sound delicate and 
effortless.  Her attention to detail 
and understanding of the genres 
of these pieces ensured that she 
gave idiomatic and characterful 
performances.

Other performances were 
equally memorable including Tara 
Najafi’s lyrical performance of 
Elgar’s ‘Chanson de Matin’, Pippa 
Moore’s lovely rendition of the 
second movement of Brahms’ ‘Clarinet Sonata in Eb Major’ and Izzy Jackson both singing 
‘Sebben Crudele’ and playing ‘Smoke Gets in Your Eyes’ on the flute.

Rachel Nelson, accompanied by Joseph Beeney sang Kodaline’s ‘All I Want’. She sang it 
with feeling and gave a beautiful performance.  To end the evening we were treated to Jamie 
Penn and Joseph Beeney playing ‘Duelling Banjos’.  It really was a brilliant way to end such a 
great evening and the first time we have had a banjo performance in school!  

Most of the GCSE students who performed are hoping to study Music at A Level next 
year; we would be very lucky to have them as part of our A Level group and wish them well 
in their examinations this summer.

Abby Asbury and Helen Boddy are hoping to further their studies in Music at University 

next year.  We thank them for their contribution to the Music Department and wish them 
the best of luck for their forthcoming examinations.

Krakow Trip
The aim of the trip, which took place during the Easter holidays, was to visit key historical 

sites of the Holocaust, including the concentration and death camps at Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
and bring the incomprehensible events into a closer focus, as well as enjoy the sights of an 
ancient and beautiful town.

The first afternoon saw us visiting the Oskar Schindler Factory Museum in Kazimierz, the 
old Jewish Quarter, which is a museum located in the old factory of Oskar Schindler who 
saved the life of 1,200 Jews during the war. This museum took us through an overview of the 
events in Krakow from before the invasion of the Nazis until the aftermath of the war and 
provided and excellent content for the rest of the trip.

On Saturday we went on a walking tour of Krakow, starting in the university district where 
the Jews first lived in medieval Krakow, then the impressive medieval Wawel Castle, through 
the bustling and bohemian area of Kazimierz and finally to the Jewish ghetto where Jews 
were displaced under Nazi occupation. In the afternoon we went to the amazing Galicia 
Museum, a museum dedicated to memory through photography, and where we were 
privileged enough to meet Anita Panek, a biochemist and Holocaust survivor. Her talk to us 
was truly inspirational and left us all with much to reflect on.

On Sunday we visited Auschwitz-Birkenau, where at least 1.1 million Jews and other 
victims were killed during the occupation. It is difficult to describe the experience of visiting 
such a place, and it is different for everyone, but we heard about the very worst and also the 
very best of humanity while we were there. Again, we were left with a lot to reflect on as we 
enjoyed some time in the sunshine in the Old Town Square.

On Monday we were able to go to the incredible Wieliczka salt mines outside Krakow, 
which comprise some 287km of passages and chambers up to 327m underground, including 
the stunning Chapel of St Kinga.

The last afternoon was spent enjoying the Old Town in beautiful sunshine before flying 
home. It was a memorable trip, not least because of the young people we were lucky enough 
to take - their interest, engagement and maturity was commented on by all the guides we 
had as well as Anita Panek, and they were a credit to us - thank you Year 11!

Reuben Muston - 
British Champion!

Held over two days in March, the English 
Boxing National Junior Championships puts 
the best boxers in the country together to find 
the national champion. Reuben dedicated 
himself to being correctly prepared for 
the event and focused on fitness, diet and 
training for many weeks. In the semi-final 
Reuben faced a much taller boxer who was 
difficult to break down. His persistence paid 
off and he finished the bout victorious by 
way of a split decision. In the final Reuben 
again faced adversity due to the opponent 
being a ‘local lad’ and having a lot of support 
in the stands. Reuben’s excellent speed and 
timing paid off and he again finished the 
bout victorious.

Congratulations to Reuben who now 
holds the British title for his age and weight 
category.

As a result of this outstanding achievement 
Reuben has now been invited to train on 
England Boxing’s ‘talent pathway’ and will 
box in the forthcoming Three Nations 
tournament against Wales and Scotland. All 
at Highdown wish him well.

News from Highdown School CAVERSHAM GARDEN MACHINERY
MOBILE  MOWER  SERVICING

 Professional and Domestic machines 
serviced / repaired at your 

home or workplace

Collection & Delivery service also available

  ALL MAKES – ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience
 

 Contact:  Adrian Davies
0118 375 9815 / 07784 937850

www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk
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• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

The subject of the April talk was ‘Industrial Reading: Pictures of Sixty 
Old Reading Firms in Sixty Minutes’. The speaker was David Cliffe, the 
Society’s chairman. Within living memory Reading has been home to a 
diverse range of manufacturing industries. David sourced images from 
Reading Central Library’s local illustrations catalogue to illustrate his 
talk and to demonstrate the diversity.

One of the town’s oldest industries was the production of food; 
many businesses in this sector once thrived in Reading. The biscuit 
manufacturer Huntley & Palmers is well remembered, however, it had a 
local rival in H.O. Serpell at South Street which produced ships’ biscuits. 
Originally from Plymouth, but following a fire at its factory there, the 
company was in search of larger premises and it relocated to Reading 

in the early-1900s. Fate would revisit the company when a devastating 
fire struck in 1904; but, the company soldiered on until 1959 when it 
went into liquidation.

Reading’s waterways were, until recently, an important resource 
to the town’s economy as an important inland port. The watersides 
were once lined with wharves, mills and factories: among their number 
were the premises of the Talbot family of barge builders and timber 
merchants who had a yard near to Caversham Bridge. The founder of 
the business, Richard Talbot, was born at Pangbourne in 1777 and by 
the 1850s the firm employed 30 men and 9 boys; later, they diversified 
into trading coal.

The industrial revolution created in its wake a considerable demand 
for building materials. With no local stone 
available to builders there was an inevitable 
reliance on brick and a thriving brick-making 
industry emerged at Reading. The local clays 
available in the Thames Valley were accessible 
and easy to exploit, and produced the 
attractive red bricks familiar today. Among 
the brick-makers the most notable was S 
& E Collier, who established production at 
Coley in the mid-nineteenth century. Later, 
the firm relocated to a site   at Grovelands 
Road which closed in 1966. Today, the only 
reminder of the business is the firm’s brick-
built War Memorial to employees at nearby 
Water Road.

Finally, a company that was a pillar of 
the town’s economy for 170 years was Suttons Seeds. The company’s 
story began at King Street, Reading in 1806. The founder, John Sutton, 
started as a corn merchant. In 1832, he was joined by his sons, Alfred 
and Martin Hope and it was they who diversified the business into 
selling flower and vegetable seeds by mail-order, utilising the new rail 
and postal services. At the turn of the twentieth-century, the company 

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

• Full Replacement  •  Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
• Clearing and Cleaning • Guaranteed for 10 years 
• Full Public Liability Insured  •  Police Checked

I welcome inspection of previous work

info@.theabelgroupreading.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

Sutton’s Garden Shop in Market Place, 
Reading in 1974

Industrial Reading: a talk by the 
History of Reading Society

occupied a sprawling site behind Market 
Place, as well as its seed trial grounds at a 
site off London Road, Earley. Today its entire 
operation is at Torquay, Devon.

For more information about future talks 
and membership please visit our website: 
www.historyofreadingsociety.org.uk

Fire at Serpell’s Biscuit Factory, 23rd June 1904

S.& E. Collier War Me-
morial at Water Road
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A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Thameside Parish Office
Church Street, Caversham Library

and Woodcote Way News

Email us at:
cavershambridgenews@gmail.com

giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

Established Electrical Installation Company 
with an Excellent Reputation

Commercial and Domestic Installations

Specialists in Electrical Testing, 

Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

  Planned, Preventative and 
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.

Open 9.30am to 2.00pm on Tuesdays

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caversham Bridge – 2 cols x 6 = 16.50/month for 12 months – Total £198.00 
Start January 2018 

 
 
 
Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated 
servers, Websites and domain names. 

Low cost packages available 
Also available a range of Two-way radio 
equipment and Church AV equipment. 

 

Call 0118 954 5368 
Email: apj1media.sales@apj1.org 

www.apj1.org 

Many local residents may remember with affection Mairwen 
Fantham, who died very suddenly on 2nd  April. Well known 
as the Head of Caversham Adult Centre in School Lane in the 
1980s and 1990s, she was also in charge of the Arthur Legge 
Centre on the corner of Wolsey Road and was responsible for 
evening classes in local schools.

Having taught German in schools for several years, Mairwen 
joined the Adult Education Service after the birth of her 
daughters. She initially worked as a part-time German tutor, 
something she continued to enjoy until her retirement. She 
then took on the role of Evening Centre Head at Highdown 
School before taking over responsibility for all the Adult 
Education courses north of the river in 1978. She loved 
providing opportunities for adults to study in a welcoming and 
informal environment. At that time courses were available in 
subjects ranging from Art to Yoga, from Pottery to Dancing, 
and of course in a large number of languages. There was even 
a small creche, where babies and toddlers were cared for 
while their mothers (not dads in those days!) were attending 
classes.

Soon after, the service was re-named Reading Adult 
College and Mairwen was asked to organise all the language 
courses throughout the borough, a huge responsibility. From 
her little office she co-ordinated the work of up to 40 part-
time tutors who taught in the daytime and in the evenings, 
offering not only French, German, Italian and Spanish, but 
Norwegian, Russian, Chinese, Dutch, Greek and several other 
languages. She herself took groups of students to Germany 
and she encouraged her tutors to plan similar trips to other 
countries. She also supported the Language Circles which met 
on Friday evenings in Caversham Adult Centre. These were 
lively affairs and she sometimes turned a blind eye to the rules 
so that a French meal could be served to 60 students in The 
Old Schoolroom, where the Spanish Circle could also enjoy a 
fiesta.

Her other love was music and she started a Friday night 
music appreciation group which met in the old terrapin 
building in the Centre’s car park. Before the days of CDs and 
the internet, members brought along their own records or 
cassettes to be played. She herself attended regularly, enjoying 
the opportunity to listen without interruption after a hectic 
week.

Always calm, she kept courses running even when one of 
the classrooms had to be demolished and a replacement built 
so that Waitrose could be opened across the lane. She made 
sure refreshments were available for coffee breaks, and that 
the kiln in the pottery, a terrifying machine for the uninitiated, 
was in good working order.

Another major re-organisation of the College resulted in her 
moving her workbase to Wilson Road, a move she found very 
difficult to accept. She missed the daily contact with students 
and tutors, many of whom had become friends, and loved 
returning to Caversham Centre whenever the opportunity 
arose.

After her retirement twenty years ago, Mairwen kept up her 
many interests, including family history.  She loved to travel, to 
cook, to garden and to spend time with her family, delighted 
to be a grandmother. Her health deteriorated in recent years, 
but she always appeared cheerful and upbeat. She had just 
enjoyed a short break in her beloved Wales when she passed 

Mairwen Fantham: a Tribute
away. She had a positive influence on 
many people’s lives, and Caversham was 
fortunate to count her as a resident.

[Contributed by Lilian Waites]

Please mention
this paper

when replying 
to

adverts
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l.co.uker-electrica

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING 
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF 
EXPERIENCE.
ALL WORK GUARANTEED.
DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR 
CITIZENS.

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com

111613

Professional Tree and Hedge care

Royal Forestry certified
NPTC Qualified

£ m public liability
Call Ben on
ben mackie@tiscali co uk
benmackiearborist com

Local to Caversham: Over 15 years experience

!

! "#$%&!'%()*(!+!,%! !

,-.()*(*/!011%2&).&)3!

!!!!!!•!"#$%!&''#''(#)*!!!!•!+,'-)#''#'!

!!!!!!•!./(01)-#'!!!!!!!!!!!!!!•!2&34!5167/$$!

4%(!.!%&*!-%2(!5(**!&%6%78#9.)#%&!1-.):!

1.88!"#$%&!'%()*(!4,0!%&!
!

!"#$%&&'$()*$'&+'$ !,#$%*'*-$-)-..($
!

;!'(%3<*1)!")(**):!,.=*(3-.$:!>?@!ABC!
!

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

Glass Ensemble present 
‘Folk Songs of the Four Seasons’

Glass Ensemble will be joined by 
special guest artist Maz O’Connor for 
an afternoon of traditional music from 
Britain and America. There will be a solo 
set by Maz, and brand new orchestrations 
of her songs for choir, soloist, piano and 
guitar. Maz O’Connor has been described 
by ‘The Guardian’ as ‘one of folk’s brightest 
young talents’. Maz will sing a selection of 
new and old music with the choir, alongside 
movements from Ralph Vaughan Williams 
‘Folk Songs of the Four Seasons’.

The concert is on Sunday 9th June 2019 
at 4.00pm, at the Bluecoat School, Sonning 
Lane, Sonning on Thames, RG4 6SU. Tick-
ets are £13.00 in advance via our website:  
www.glassensemble.com or £15.00 on the 
door. Further information from asusied@
btinternet.com  or  0118 947 9997

‘Making Memories’ Concert
The  ‘Making Memories’ 

Concert at Caversham Methodist 
Church, Gosbrook Road on 
Saturday 22nd  June at 7.00 pm 
will offer plenty of variety to the 

listener. 
There will be well known classics, movie 

music, songs from the shows, and pieces to 
discover.  Rachel Scarlett will be singing and 
playing the flute, her husband Toph Burge 
will be playing the cornet, Renato Fonseca 
will be playing flute and piccolo, and David 
Jenkins features on organ and piano.  Four 
of David’s new compositions will receive 
their world premieres. 

Tickets are priced £5.00 and can be 
bought at the door and includes refresh-
ments

On the evening of Saturday 
23rd March at Caversham Heights 
Methodist Church, Peter Bernard 
gave an organ recital. This event 
was well attended by members of 
the church, the Berkshire Organists’ 
Association and others from the 
community.  

Peter, who has been the principal 
organist at the church for fifteen 
years, gave an entertaining and 
accomplished recital which was full 
of contrast.  

No organ recital can be considered 
complete without a composition by 
the master of Baroque, and Peter 
began his recital with ‘J.S. Bach’s 
Fantasia in C minor’, which showed 
off the organ’s ability to produce a 
rich, warm and imposing sound.   

He followed this with the familiar 
‘Rhosymedre’, a lovely piece by Ralph 
Vaughan Williams composed from a 
Welsh hymn tune. Next he played a 
longer, more complex piece, ‘Festal 
Offertorium’, by Percy Eastman 

Fletcher written in the Romantic 
style which made full use of the 
instrument’s ability to produce 
contrasting sounds of light and 
shade as did Robert Schumann’s 
tuneful ‘Sketch in D flat major’.  

Then came the meditative ‘Elegy 
for organ’ by George Thomas 
Thalben-Ball and ‘Benedictus from 
Twelve pieces for organ’ by the 
German composer Max Reger 
written in the Roman Catholic 
tradition, allowing the audience a 
restful interlude.  

In contrast – ‘Penguins’ Playtime’ 
by the popular contemporary 
organist and composer, Nigel 
Ogden, was a real ‘party piece’, 
full of fun, producing a ripple of 
laughter from the audience at the 
end. Peter had pointed out in his 
introduction that the composer 
was in fact a cousin of the late 
Reverend Dr John Ogden, another 
accomplished organist, at whose 
Thanksgiving Service Peter had 

played.  
A familiar composition, ‘Nimrod’, 

by Edward Elgar needed no 
introduction as it is played so often 
at solemn occasions, and it shows 
off the organist’s skill at using the 
stops and swell pedal to produce 
a variety of contrasting sounds. 
Peter then performed two pieces 
by another twentieth century 
composer, Herbert Howells: 
‘Preludio Sine Nomine’ and Master 
Tallis’s ‘Testament from Six Pieces for 
Organ’ with skill and sensitivity.  

 A more robust, and appropriately 
named piece, ‘For a Festive Occasion’, 
by Jack Hawes must have roused 
anyone who had drifted off and was 
followed by a tranquil version of 
‘The Lord’s Prayer’ by the American 
composer Albert Hay Malotte.  

 Peter completed his recital with 
the beautiful ‘Sicilienne in E flat 
major’ attributed to the Austrian 
female composer Maria Theresia 
von Paradis, made famous through 
its rendition by the young cellist, 
Sheku Kanneh-Mason at the Royal 
Wedding last May, and produced 
a grand finale with the rousing, 
triumphant and very well-known 
‘Finlandia’ by Jean Sibelius.  

There really was ‘something 
for everyone’ in this recital and 
it was very much enjoyed by all 
concerned. [ Contributed by Fiona 
Cummins].  

The Berkshire Organists’ Association Organ Recital:  Peter 
Bernard at the Caversham Heights Methodist Church

         
 

Peter Bernard and the organ at  
Caversham Heighrts Methodist  Church 

 
The Berkshire Organists' Association Organ Recital by Peter Bernard. 

 
On the evening of Saturday 23rd March at Caversham Heights Methodist Church 
Peter Bernard gave an organ  recital - an occasion which was well attended by 
members of the church, the Organists' Association and others. 
 
Peter, who has been the principal organist at the church for fifteen years, gave an 
entertaining and accomplished recital which was full of contrast. 
 
No organ recital can be considered complete without a composition by the master 
of Baroque, and Peter began his recital with ‘J.S. Bach's Fantasia in C minor, which 
showed off the organ's ability to produce a rich, warm and imposing sound.  
 
He followed this with the familiar 'Rhosymedre', a lovely piece by Ralph Vaughan 
Williams composed from a Welsh hymn tune. Next he played a longer, more 
complex piece, ‘Festal Offertorium’, by Percy Eastman Fletcher written in the 
Romantic style which made full use of the instrument's ability to produce contrasting 
sounds of light and shade as did Robert Schumann's tuneful Sketch in D flat major. 
 
Then came the meditative ‘Elegy for organ’ by George Thomas Thalben-Ball and 
‘Benedictus from Twelve pieces for organ’ by the German composer Max Reger 
written in the Roman Catholic tradition, allowing the audience a restful interlude. 
 
In contrast - Penguins' Playtime by the popular contemporary organist and 
composer - Nigel Ogden -was a real 'party piece', full of fun, producing a ripple of 
laughter from the audience at the end. Peter had pointed out in his introduction 
that the composer was in fact a cousin of the late Reverend Dr John Ogden, 
another accomplished organist, at whose Thanksgiving Service Peter played. 
 
A familiar composition, ‘Nimrod’, by Edward Elgar which needs no introduction as it 
is played so often at solemn occasions, shows off the organist's skill at using the stops 
and swell pedal to produce a variety of contrasting sounds. Peter then performed 
two pieces by another twentieth century composer, Herbert Howells; Preludio 'Sine 
Nomine' and Master Tallis's ‘Testament from Six Pieces for Organ’ with skill and 
sensitivity. 
 
 A more robust, and appropriately named piece, ‘For a Festive Occasion’, by Jack 
Hawes must have roused anyone who had drifted off and was followed by a 
tranquil version of ‘The Lord's Prayer’ by the American composer Albert Hay Malotte.  

Vivace Voices Summer Concert
Vivace Voices (Director- Ian Westley) present their Summer Con-
cert on Wednesday 17th July at St Stephen’s Church, Upper Basil-
don, RG8 8LS starting at 2.30pm. Tickets are £5.00 on the door, 
including programme and afternoon tea. All proceeds go to the 
Royal Berks Charity. See www.vivacevoices.org.uk for more infor-
mation.

Palmusic Ensemble Concert 
at St Andrew’s, Caversham

We  are  really  lucky  to  have  booked  these  excellent 
Palestinian musicians for a concert on Sunday 30th June at St 
Andrew’s Church in Caversham. Some of you might remember 
hearing the Galilee Quartet when they came to Earley in 2016. 
The quartet is a group of four siblings the oldest of whom, 
Omar, had been a political prisoner for refusing to serve in 
the Israeli army. Omar (viola) and his sister Tibah (cello) are 
studying at the Royal Scottish Conservatoire in Glasgow. For 
this  tour  they  are  joined  by  talented  pianist,  Iyad  Sughayer 
and violinist, Lourdina Baboun.

They  will  play  a  mixed  programme  of  Classical  and 
Palestinian music. The concert is at 6.30pm (doors open at 
6.00pm). Tickets are £12.00 and £8.00 (concessions) and can 
be booked at: www.thelittleboxoffice.com/palmusic
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Caversham Older Adults Fitclub
Fun and friendly exercise classes for men 

and women aged 60+

TUESDAY MORNINGS
Milestone Centre, Northbrook Road, 

Caversham Park Village, RG4 6PF

9.45am - 10.30am and 10.45 - 11.30am

FRIDAY MORNINGS
The Weller Centre, Amersham Road, 

Lower Caversham, RG4 5NA

9.45am - 10.30am

Please call Lucinda on 07900 906056 for more details or visit 
www.coaf.co.uk

Email: lucinda@coaf.co.uk

07833 121482

www.select-lawns.co.uk

FOR A PERFECT LAWN 
– ALL YEAR ROUND

A R T I F I C I A L  G R A S S  S P E C I A L I S T S

SelectLawns

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

AGM & OPEN MEETING
William Marshal,

the ‘Greatest Knight’
 Tom Asbridge, Queen Mary University of London
          Author, TV presenter, Specialist 
     in Medieval History

         Tuesday 
         11 June 2019
         7.30pm

Thameside Primary School, Harley Road
ALL WELCOME

Donations towards the William Marshal information panel would be welcome! 
For more information, go to

CADRA

Caversham & District 
Residents’ Association

www.cadra.org.uk

          Author, TV presenter, Specialist 
     in Medieval History

         Tuesday 
         11 June 2019
         7.30pm

Drawing by Martin Andrews

Matters relating to the environment, both locally 
and globally, have been of increasing concern over 
the years. Recent headlines feature both David 
Attenborough, who believes his generation has 
“done terrible things” and cannot bear to think of 
the world his great grandchildren will inherit, and 
strikes by young people, sparked by the actions of 
Swedish school girl, Greta Thunberg. Taking action 
as both individuals and as church communities to 
reduce our impact on the environment has never 
been more important.

Church communities, as part of their mission, 

need to consider their stewardship of God’s creation and their response to 
the challenges to our environment.  A new award scheme has been established 
by ‘A Rocha UK’, a Christian environmental charity, to encourage churches 
to consider the environmental impacts of all aspects of their activities. This 
‘Eco-churches’ scheme builds on an earlier ‘Eco-congregations’ award scheme.  
The new award is graded Bronze/Silver/Gold to encourage progression and 
continual improvement.

The scheme assesses:
•	 Worship	and	teaching
•	 Management	of	church	buildings
•	 Management	of	church	land
•	 Community	and	global	
 engagement
•	 Lifestyle

An on-line application form allows churches to assess their current status 
and identify possible areas for improvements. 

Caversham Heights Methodist Church (CHMC) has recently registered 
for the scheme, following approval from the Church Council in March this 
year. The church has for many years been concerned about its environmental 
impact, having established a group to identify how we should respond to 
environmental concerns in 2005. This culminated in an ‘Eco-congregations’ 
award in June 2008, the first in the Reading area. The award lasted for 3 years, 
and was followed by a further award for the period 2011-2014.

Having registered for the new award scheme CHMC is now taking steps 
towards a full application. Initial actions include an environmental survey 
of church members’ attitudes and behaviours. In addition, resource use in 
our buildings, such as energy and water, will be reviewed and opportunities 
identified for improvements. 

An ecological survey of our gardens is planned, which we hope will identify 
opportunities to improve its value for nature and the local community. A 
regular ‘Eco-tips’ feature has been developed for publication in the church 
newsletter, and these will be a regular feature in future editions of the 
Caversham Bridge.

Several other churches in the Reading area have already received awards, 
including a silver award for St John’s, Orts Road. Representatives from a 
number	of	churches	 in	the	area	recently	met	 in	Christ	Church,	Woodley	to	
share experiences and establish a network to encourage others to consider 
their response to the pressures on our environment. 

Information on the ‘Eco-church’ award scheme is available from A Rocha UK 
at www.ecochurch.arocha.org.uk  If you are interested in being involved with 
the local network, please contact Phil Chatfield at pchatfield@waitrose.com  

A new environmental scheme 
for church communities

Our Lady and St Anne: a 
review of the Lent course
Mgr Father Patrick Daly, the parish priest of 

Our	 Lady	 and	 St	 Anne	 RC	 Church,	 offered	 the	
parish	a	six	week	long	Lent	Course	this	year.	Last	
year, his first in the parish, he launched a similar 
six week course in which reviewed the life and 
person of Jesus in terms of a number of themes 
and roles. To his delight (and the benefit of those 
who attended) the one hour Monday evening 
sessions attracted a good number of parishioners.  
The meeting space, named ‘The Cenacle’, although 
small overall was well filled (up to sixty people) 
with even a small overspill into the lobby outside. 
He was very pleased to have attracted some 
Anglican parishioners from St Peter’s and St 
John’s. 

So there was some anticipation and potential for 
delight when this year’s course was announced. So 
did we gather in ‘The Cenacle’ this year to engage 
with a six-part programme looking systematically 
at	the	Creed.	We	assembled	in	similar	number	and	
welcomed back Anglican parishioners too. Roman 
Catholic, Anglican and the non-Confirming 
denominations alike share the same beliefs and 
effectively the same creed, although sometimes 
the Apostles creed is favoured rather than the 
Nicaean (the preference in the RC liturgy).

Father Patrick chose six themes to explore the 
creed and provided all who came with excellent 
and informative documentation to take away, 
study further and mull over. The themes were: 
What is a creed? ; God the Father almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and other qualities ascribed to the 
divinity; Jesus Christ. God from God, true light from 
true light [divine qualities ascribed to Christ]; Jesus 
Christ, incarnate and became man; suffered, died and 
was buried [incarnation, salvation and redemption]; 
Jesus Christ, rose again the third day, entered into 
glory, will come again as judge [Jesus became the 
Christ; the last judgement]; The Holy Spirit, the 
Church, the communion of saints; forgiveness of 
sins, the resurrection of the body and life everlasting. 
Father Patrick developed each theme clearly and 
concisely with good humour and contemporary 
references. After 50 minutes, Father wound up 
the theme and left us “ ten minutes for Q &A” 
to	 be	 followed	 by	 Lenten	 refreshments.	 After	
each session many felt a continued momentum 
which hopefully led to some further reading and 
reflection. Attached to the weekly documentation 
was “a little homework sheet”, on the basis of 
which, last year, Father wrote an article (Jesus: 
a view from the pew. The Furrow, 69 (7), 424 – 
428).	 We	 hope	 there	 will	 be	 some	 material	 for	
him to work on after this year’s course.
[Contributed by Stephen A. Roberts] 
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er-electrical.co.uk
aversham, Reading RG4 5DG

0118 947 1851

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overhaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?

Reliable Service

• One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

• Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

• Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 News
 Events
 Business listings
 Jobs
 Clubs
 Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

    makes

Rosehill WI
On a rather cool early spring afternoon our president Arlene Riley welcomed all 

members and visitors to our April meeting.  Secretary Mary Robinson listed several items 
for our information: orders for the WI bulb scheme need to be returned by 1st June; and, 
the Jubilee Cup Competition of which the closing date is 1st November.  Mary also drew 
our attention to the April issue of Berkshire WI News which included dates for a visit 
to Water Treatment Plants – Berkshire West and East on 13th and 14th June.  For more 
information about these visits and other news items, please consult Berkshire WI News.

Treasurer Judith Sharp announced that in March the sales table raised £3.70 and the 
raffle £31.00.  Thank you to all contributors.   Members celebrating birthdays in April were 
given birthday buttonholes – thanks to Margaret Seal for providing these.

The date for the trip to Milestones Museum in Basingstoke is now confirmed as Tuesday 
9th July, and members were requested to confirm if they wished to go.  A coach is being 
provided but the cost of entering the museum will be £12.00 for concessions and £13.00 
normal price

Arlene introduced our speakers Graham and Angela O’Connell from the National 
Gardens Scheme who gave a very interesting talk about how the scheme was started by 
William Rathbone, which included a link to Florence Nightingale.  In 2017, the scheme 
donated £3.1 million to various charities (including Macmillan Cancer Support, Marie 
Curie, Hospice UK and many others).  We were also shown a few slides of some of the 
gardens that are open in the local area. Thank you Graham and Angela: it was lovely to 
hear of all the hard work being done with such excellent results.

Turning back briefly to our March meeting, this was mainly taken up by the AGM and 
electing the committee for the next year.  Arlene stays as President, Mary as Secretary 
and Judith as Treasurer, and we are pleased to welcome Ryszarda Palarczyk on to the 
committee.  Thank you all for all your hard work.

We meet at St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer Green, on the first Wednesday of the 
month at 2.00 pm.

Caversham WI
With the first quarter of 2019 behind us, we held our first meeting with the new 

committee at the start of the Easter weekend. At this meeting we welcomed our guest 
speaker - Mr Vik Singh, who works in digital security, keeping people and businesses 
safe online. He showed us a website where you can check to see if your passwords have 
been compromised (and when and from where). You can check for yourself at https://
haveibeenpwned.com/ He also reminded us the importance of changing passwords 
frequently and not using the same one for everything.

Then, during April, we were also very fortunate to be able to join the Caversham Court 
Garden’s Bean Pole Day. There was much to see with a variety of stalls. Many thanks to 
those ladies who provided saleable items and information leaflets. We all had a great time 
talking to lots of local people and visitors. We look forward to being there again next year, 
and also taking our turn to open up the Kiosk Café in the gardens later on in the year.

 Ladies are very welcome to visit our friendly group: your first three visits are free. 
Meetings are held  on the third Thursday of the month, at 7.30pm at Church House, 
Church Road, Caversham RG4 8AX. Nearby parking is available and there is a lift to the 
first floor meeting room. More details can be found online - just search for ‘Caversham 
WI’.

 For enquiries please contact our Secretary, on 0118 947 5176.

Pauline Cable and Sue Stainthorp at the W.I. stall on Beanpole Day
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M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

ONE TO ONE
computer

training

for all ages &
abilities

using your own
computer,

laptops or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

 

 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please call for up-to-date availability 

 

 

Shiplake, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 4DN 
                          

 

S 

  Shiplake Church of England Primary School 
 and Shiplake Village Nursery 

 Headteacher  :  Mrs Katherine Page-Howie MA.Ed, BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
 

Are you looking for a Reception Class place for September 2019?   
 

We provide a rich and exciting curriculum to develop the confidence and enthusiasm 
for learning in all subjects.  Our learning environment is supportive, stimulating,  

challenging and fun. 

 
 Please call us to make an appointment to come and visit us 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please contact us for  
up-to-date availability. 

 
`The school’s ethos and values of ‘mutual respect, good behaviour and high academic standards within a Christian and moral 
culture’ are borne out in all aspects of your work.  Consequently, pupils are highly motivated, keen to learn and achieve well’  

Ofsted December 2016 

Email:  office.3810@shiplake.oxon.sch.uk 
telephone: 0118 940 2024 

www.shiplakeprimary.org.uk 

Churches Together in Caversham marked Good Friday with a 
Walk of Witness. Worshippers assembled at the Caversham Baptist 
Church in South Street for a shared service. This was then followed 
by a processional walk through Caversham centre to the grounds of 
Caversham Court, below the gaze of St Peter’s Church rising above. 
Walks of worshippers have been a traditional and historical feature of 
churches across the British Isles. It is good to see the acts of worship in 

process along the public highway. In another setting on Palm Sunday 
14th April worshippers at Our Lady and St Anne RC Church processed 
a shorter distance from the Presbytery to the Church. At that service 
the Palms were blessed outside, a choral anthem sung, and then the 
whole congregation walked along the pavement and into the Church 
for Mass as a hymn was sung in the bright, cool morning air (Photos of 
Palm Sunday, 2019).

Walk of Witness: Good Friday 19th April

Palm Sunday: Father Patrick in procession 
with Palms

Walk of Witness 2019 at St Martin’s 
precinct

Palm Sunday: worshippers move from 
street to Church for the Palm Sunday Mass

Walk of Witness 2019: musicians 
accompany the worshippers

The witnessing congregation: Caversham Court, 2019 The Cross for All to witness: Caversham Court, 2019
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l.co.uker-electricawww.fireplacemagic.co.uk

45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Visit our showroom at

Chimney Sweeping
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves

Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service

Tel: 0118 9463060

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
 To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions  

Sea Ports for Cruises
Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

Jimmy Wharton              Phone: 0118 975 2241 / 07801 937876                 

www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

Proprietor                          Email:   jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service 

jws
NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

















 





 











BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small
 

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs 
Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed

 UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal

Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced
Painting & decorating internal and external

 Call Jim Long – 0118 327 4783/07570 079700

M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

For a Clinic appointment please call

ARRIVE
in style

In our vintage 
Route Master 
1964 Double 
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings, 
School Proms, 
special 
occasions or 
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barry.woolford@icloud.com

www.pasttimebus.com

 
 
 

Commercial & Residential Window Cleaning 
 

- Ladderless water pole & traditional cleaning methods 
- UPVC, conservatories and conservatory roofs 

- Established 1992, based in Caversham 
- Fully insured 

 

0118 947 9171  /  07866 702 841 
www.sparkleswindowclean.co.uk 

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market 
and covering a wide range of areas including Equity Release.

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation 
face to face appointment.

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com
T: 0118 991 8704

www.mayfieldmortgages.com
Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd 

which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage, 
insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only.

!

!

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market and covering a wide 

range of areas including Equity Release. 

Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation face to face 

appointment. 

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com 

T: 0118 991 8704 

www.mayfieldmortgages.com 
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