Marking the 650th issue of
Caversham Bridge

The tens, the fifties, the hundreds and the thousands
are considered significant markers of whatever it is
needed to commemorate, celebrate or remember!
From issue number 1 in September 1964 we celebrated
issue number 500 in September 2006: that is 42 years
old! In January 2015 we reached our 600th issue. This
coming September will be our 55th birthday and with
the current issue we publish our 650th issue. Hopefully,
we can find no fault in increasing (slightly) our rate of
celebration, so we say ‘Happy Issue day to Caversham

Sub-Post Office update ....
Easter services
Tribute to Revd. Dr John Ogden

MPF Landscape Plan contested ...

Cow Lane project completing
World Day of Prayer 2019
Library at Heart of Community

Bridge’ and we thank all our loyal readers over the years.
It can be said that over the last five years journalism

and print media has continued to change rapidly as it
has had to accommodate to other media platforms like
online and social media. We are tracking the changes
ourselves, but still strongly believe in the presence of a
regular printed community newspaper to be a source
not just of information but of community and social
cohesion. Caversham Bridge is here to support you and to
respond to you as best we can. Our door is open!

A full list of Easter services
in Caversham churches is
given on page 6
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Rev’d Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrew

Rev’d Nigel Jones, St Andrew’s Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

Caversham Thameside Ministry -

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Rev’d Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, Caver-
sham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505

rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Rev’d Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834

Rev’d John Dudley Tel: 9470265

Rev’d Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Rev’d Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpve.org.uk

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev’d Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Rev’d D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

Rev’d Colin Baker

Church office tel 0118 954 5353

Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne

Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue. Tel: 947 1787.

St Michael
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels,
Sonning Common  Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev’d H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009

A community newspaper produced by Caversham Christian
News Ltd on behalf of the Churches of Caversham

EDITORS: Dr Alison Johnston, Mrs Janet Offord, Mrs Carol
Moloney, Mr Stephen A Roberts, Mrs Heather Gale.
c¢/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: editors @ cavershambridge.org

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958.
Email: advertising @ cavershambridge.org

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370. Email: circulation @ cavershambridge.org

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mr Colin Ferguson.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.

COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772
Email: treasurer @ cavershambridge.org

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics,
Tel: 07949 980 982

Printed by: Mortons Print, Media Centre, Morton Way,
Horncastle, Lincolnshire LN9 6JR

TALKING POINT =£5

by Revd. Judith Ryder

| offer here the message of a sermon | preached in February.

Normally | concentrate on the gospel reading in my sermons, but that
day, unusually, | decided not to, because | felt that there was an important
message that needed to be heard. The response to what | said convinced
me | had made the right decision, and now | have been asked to offeritto a
wider readership in Caversham Bridge. | hope this will help others in their
lives and their faith.

What difference do you think it should make to our lives if we believe in
God?

What spurs me onto askthis is a recent encounter with someone who told
me how they lost their faith and gave up going to church. It would be wrong
for me to go into that conversation in detail, but it was a familiar enough
scenario. This person had known good faithful churchgoing Christians to
whom bad things had happened like ilinesses and early deaths for example,
and out of that trauma they had lost their faith.

These kinds of things of course often challenge people’s faith,
unsurprisingly. But equally often they do not — paradoxically, it can be
precisely these kinds of things that bring people to faith. What makes the
difference?

What struck was thatthere was a basic reason why this person’s faith had
been so challenged: because of what they had learnt, at some point, about
what faith was about. Their understanding was that faith was supposed to
protect you, in the sense of stopping difficult and painful things happening.

This was something | had never learnt; and therefore traumatic events in
my life have not shaken my faith.

As Christians, we do of course often pray for God’s protection for people,
and itis an important part of our Christian discipleship that we do. But then
bad things do happen. So what is God doing? What's the point of all this
praying and believing?

Jeremiah 17:5-10 gives us a way into understanding this, through a word
picture.

Jeremiah describes two different plants. One is a small plant struggling
in a dry, salty wilderness. The other is a tree planted near water, so its roots
can draw upon that water.

The difference between the plants is not the weather all around. The

weather all around is the same for them both. In fact, v. 8 talks about ‘when’

the heat comes, when the drought comes — because they come, for both
plants. The difference for the tree by the water is that its roots are always
able to draw on the water that gives life. Even in the hardest times they still
reach out, reach down, and find that life-giving water. And the passage goes
on: even in the time of drought, that tree shall not cease to bear good fruit.

And this is of course about the difference God makes in our lives. Even
when ourfaithis unsteady, God is faithful. Evenwhenwe are not sure we trust,
God is trustworthy. What we have to deal with in life does not necessarily
change (although it ‘can’, sometimes, very dramatically). But there is a deep
source of life we can draw on to help us through; and, indeed, even more
than that, a source of life that can help us continue to make a difference
ourselves, to bear fruit. ‘That'is the difference faith makes in our lives, that
is the protection faith offers. If we understand that we can be assured that
God will help us weather all storms.

'Il.

CAVERSHAM [ I =5
GOOD NEIGHBOURS &

Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood. If you would like
to give to the community by joining
us as a volunteer driver or helping
in our office, then please do get in
touch with us.

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466
Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am

Thaw

Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion — BCP (first, second and fourth
Sundays)
Matins — BCP (Third Sunday)
9.30am  Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
Service of the Word (First Sunday)
6.30pm Holy Communion with Healing Prayers usually 1st
Sunday, Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)

St John, Gosbrook Road
9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
9.30am  All Age Worship (second Sunday))

Fifth Sunday — Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Margaret, Mapledurham

11.15am  Holy Communion (first, second and fourth
Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)

Fifth Sunday — Parish wide service (check website for details)

St Andrew, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am  The Eucharist first Sunday BCP

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am  Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am  Morning Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am  Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH, South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday

6.30pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) —
2nd Sunday each month
345pm  Messy Church — for all the family

Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH, Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am

6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)

Gosbrook Road

10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the
month)

St Michael, Sonning Common
5.30pm  Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading
10.30am  (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm Evening Service

Caversham Bridge is sold at £0.40 per copy. The

subscription price which includes delivery to your home
address is increased to £5.00 / year (for 12 issues) from
January 2019.

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the May 2019 issue should be sent to the
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by
Monday 1st April. The date for the June issue is Monday 29th April.
Email address is: editors@cavershambridge.org

Advertising copy for the May 2019 issue should be sent to Mr A.
Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday
29th March. The date for the June issue Friday 26th April. Email
address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES

PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm

Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Caversham Centre replacement sub-Post Office update: progress on the horizon?

Caversham Bridge has been in contact with the Post
Office, following on from our previous coverage
on the matter of a replacement sub-Post Office in
Caversham Centre (Caversham Bridge, January and
February issues on front page and in the March issue
on pl14).

We report here the response to our most recent
inquiry: ‘We (the Post Office) received a resignation
from the Postmaster for Caversham, and, as a result, the
premises, that we did not own, were withdrawn from Post
Office use on 30th January 2019. The pharmacy, where
the branch was based, also closed. The nearest alternative
branches are at Henley Road (Henley Road Post Office, 124

Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH) and the brand new
branch at Caversham Road (Caversham Road Post Office,
Caversham Convenience Store, 163 - 165 Caversham
Road, Reading, RG1 8BB). The main Reading Crown Post
Office is at 21-22 Market Place, Reading, RG1 2DQ".

‘We (The Post Office) apologise for any inconvenience
caused by the temporary closure of Caversham Post
Office. We understand how important a Post Office is
to a community and we would like to reassure customers
that we are working hard to maintain a Post Office in that
area. We have an interested retailer and we are progressing
their application’.

Readers may take some encouragement from this

statement and we hope there will be a successful
conclusion and a new office opening in Caversham
Centre. Caversham Bridge will continue to report on
this important community issue.

A Post Office is an “anchor point’ for any significant
commercial centre of whatever scale. Caversham
Centre has been going through a period of some
retail ‘turnover’ during the last six months, and we
hope whatever emerges will add to the value of
the Centre, notwithstanding any more ambitious
developments envisaged in the main retail area.

[With thanks to the Post Office for providing an
update following our inquiry]

Heights Free School

Beanpole Day is April 13th: Get your

The Education and Skills Funding Agency
(ESFA) has completed work preparing
for the construction of the new Heights
Free School on part of the Mapledurham
Recreation Ground this week, after full
planning consent was granted on February
25th 2019.

A lease of part of Mapledurham
Recreation Ground was granted by Reading
Borough Council - in its capacity as trustee
of the Mapledurham Recreation Ground
Charity — in favour of the Secretary of
State for Housing, Communities and Local
Government on February 18th. The lease
has been entered into in accordance with a
decision taken unanimously by members of
the Mapledurham Playing Fields Trustees
Sub-Committee, which has delegated
authority from the Council to make
decisions in relation to the Charity. This
lease follows the ESFA’s amended planning
application, which was approved by Reading
Borough Council Planning Committee on
February 6th.

With site clearance undertaken the
ESFA contractor, Kier Construction Ltd,
is proceeding with the main construction

Knowledge
People
Expertise

work for the new school. The clearance
work includes the removal of all the trees
within the school site. Soil investigation
work within the playing field car park and
entrance road will also take place. For
safety, Kier has confirmed they will cordon
off the area with temporary fencing whilst
the work is carried out. Site clearance was
completed by the week ending March 8th.

At the same time, the Council was
removing 15 trees in the middle of the
playing fields in preparation for landscape
enhancement work later this summer. This
work will improve the quality of the football
pitches and provide a greater flexibility
and more sustainable use of the area, as
unanimously agreed by members of the
Mapledurham Playing Fields Trustees Sub-
Committee. There are plans to plant 57
replacement trees in the area.

The ESFA'samended planning application
approved on February 6th can be found
at this link: https://democracy.reading.
gov.uk/documents/s1962 /MAP%20
182200%20The%20Heights%20
School%20MPF%20s73.pdf

New Neighbours’

If youare new to thearea or movinghome
‘New Neighbours’ have a free Information
pack that they will deliver to you. Please
email us on: newneighbours@talktalk.net
to arrange a visit or call our local Caversham
Visitor on 07756 347025.

garden ready for summer!

) ,
e ~ Econet’s annual gardening

April 13th at Caversham Court
& Gardens by the River Thames
from 10.00am to 3.00pm. Come

plants and plant supports whilst
assisting local charitable organisations. You can enjoy the views
and learn something new from interacting with environmental
organisations, including beekeepers and wildlife gardeners with
encouragement to ‘grow-your-own’. Vegetables, wildflowers and
ornamental plants are all available and this is THE place to buy
a large range of tomato plants and grow on the assortment of
shapes, colours and flavours promoted by chefs. The beanpoles,
pea sticks and plant supports come from locally managed
coppiced woodland and wetland and your purchase helps
maintain these traditional techniques.

The local beekeepers, Wildlife Trust, Friends of the Earth,
Food4families, RSPB and others will all be on site to answer
questions you may have on environmental matters. There are
a number of fair trade products to buy with a clear conscience.
Home-made cakes and jams are on the menu, and there are a
range of activities all day including demonstrations of products
made using traditionally managed wood and waste wood.
Bring your blunt tools for sharpening by our expert from
Reading’s repair café. The garden kiosk will be open for light
refreshments.

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Walmsley

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
advertising@cavershambridge.org

of Henley

Kitchens & Bathrooms

Jreepol

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RGY 1AB
01491 411990
Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Caversham Royal British Legion: Poppy Appeal awards and thank-you

party at the Griffin, Caversham, Thursday 7th February

Helpers met for drinks and nibbles and to receive
awards for their help in collecting for the Poppy Appeal.
The help they give takes many forms: not only the
street collections themselves, but also making poppies
in various materials, arranging window displays, being
involved in special church services and handling the
proceeds from the collections.

The Poppy Appeal organiser, Pauline Palmer,
announced that the Caversham Branch had already
collected over £53,000 for the 2018 appeal. She
also announced that since she ‘took over temporarily’
from Trish Gregson, who died twenty years ago, the
Caversham Poppy Appeal has raised over £500,000.
Pauline said that raising this substantial sum could
only have been achieved with great team work by
the collectors and with the generous support of the
donating public. Four ladies who collected for Trish
are still collecting and this is something for all to be
proud of in terms of constant and devoted service to
the cause.

The Appeal is very grateful to the Oracle shopping
centre in Reading where due to the good offices of the
Centre Manager, Andy Briggs and his staff, Caversham
helpers are allowed to collect. Andy presented the
Appeal with an illustrative cheque to the sum collected
this year (the money has already been banked!). With
the sum collected in 2018 added to the collections over
the last five years a grand total of nearly £100,000 has
been collected at the Oracle

We are pleased to list in full all those associated with
the Awards.

10 year certificates awarded to Sean Brennan,
Jacqueline Summers, William Summers, Gordon Hayes,
Janet Hayes and Frank Millgate.

15 year certificates awarded to lan Adams, Margaret
Adams, Diana Hartrup, John Rowe, lan Lowry, David
Mills, Robert Houseman, Teresa Houseman and June
Wise. June deserves a special mention as she collects
from her wheelchair with her family. A friend, Lavinia,
who accompanies her knits 100 poppies which are in
great demand and are sold at the House of Cards shop
in Caversham.

20 year certificates awarded to John Rowe, Jeffrey
Goddard, Jennifer Goddard.

25 year certificates awarded to Chris Manning and

Uveong

o
Nick Stinton — Caversham Ron Jewitt and Andy

Angela Stargatt — House

of Cards RBL

Briggs present a ‘cheque’

Kenneth Poley, Jack and Brenda Stanford (who help
with counting and banking money), Howard and Mai
West, Desmond Goddard and Jean Goddard.

30 year certificates awarded to Jane Havelock, Pat
Melling, Liz Cheyney and Susan Smith. These are the
four ladies who worked with Trish Gregson and who
have continued for twenty more years. Pauline is very
proud to have worked with these collectors and to have
kept them as part of the team.

A forty year bar goes to President and Chairman,
Ron Jewitt.

A forty five year bar goes to Mick Stinton, who also
organizes the September sponsored walk.

Awards and recognitions were made to Clubs and
Associations, as well as to business and commercial
organisations.

The Rotary Club of Reading; The Rotary Club of
Maiden Erleigh; The Reading Lions; The Caversham 9th
Platoon Army Cadets (who help at Remembrance and
Armed Forces Day, especially by collecting, marshalling
the parade and organizing the standards at the War
Memorial.

Caversham Heights Methodist Church held a ‘Pro
Patria’ event and shared the proceeds between the
Legion and Help for Heroes: the Legion received a
cheque for £695.00.

St Peter’s Church ladies made delightful felt poppies
to boost the collection.

Reading Railway Station and the shops on the
concourse were recognised for their contribution to
fundraising, and Bill Waldron achieved an outstanding
amount.

Out of many shops and offices which received
certificates Pauline Palmer mentioned the House of
Cards in Caversham for its window display, and Angela
Stargatt the manager received a special award. In
addition Pauline mentioned Adrienne Henry (Milliner)
who collected for the first time and achieved impressive
results.

And, s s last but not least, we must mention all
the schools, shops, clubs, bookmakers, garages, GP
surgeries, churches, funeral parlours and many more
who facilitated collecting. All these points were serviced
by tin deliverers and collectors: many undertook this
but a special mention was made to Bill Kukstas.

Jane Havelock — Friend of
Caversham RBL
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40 Years
experience
behind us

On Sight Optical Lid ™"

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

£18.00

We make
spectacles to
your

prescription
Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00
Carry out
repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligation adjustments
Can fit new lenses to your own frame
Extremely
competitive
We specialise in complex and prices

difficult prescriptions

Over 167 Just bring in your prescription.

116a Henley Road
Caversham RG4 6DH
T:01189 476 754
onsightoptical 116@outlook.com

vales
west

Friendly

andpersonal

Providing accounting and taxation services to
many local owner managed businesses and
individuals, including annual accounts, payroll,
VAT returns and personal tax returns. For a free
initial consultation, contact Kathryn Cutts rca.

T 0118 957 3238 keutts@valewest.com

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RGS 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

CARTER

_ELEETHIEFIL
install Solar PV?

( m._‘f.'
You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

e )
wsmaLLeR ==

Why should you
REAW

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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The Caversham Heights Society: talks on public libraries
in Caversham & on the Thames Valley Police

There were two meetings held during February. On
6th February David Cliffe, a former Librarian at Reading
Library, gave an informative and amusing illustrated
talk on ‘the development of public libraries with particular
reference to Caversham.” Most of the photographs came
from the Reading Library archives.

Although the Public Libraries Act was passed in 1850
and there had been library provision on a subscription
basis at the old Atheneum since 1807, thanks to the
generous provision of William Palmer (of Huntley and
Palmer’s), no public action was taken in Reading until
1855 when, after a public consultation, the first public
library was opened at the bottom of London Street next
door to what is now the ‘Great Expectations’ restaurant.
It was open six days a week from 8.00am to 6.00pm.

David then went on to discuss how eight different
libraries developed around Reading beginning with
Battle in 1908 and finally Whitley in 1935. The first
library to open in Caversham was in 1883 in a room
provided by St Peter’s church and staffed by volunteers.
The present library opened in 1907, thanks to funding
from the Andrew Carnegie Foundation. Currently,
despite the cuts from central government Reading
Borough Council is determined to keep all eight local
libraries open, albeit with reduced opening hours,
though some have also now become community
centres as well.

Much of the talk centred on the library development
in the Old Town Hall with its cramped conditions,
antiquated equipment, mice and cockroaches, a far cry
from the new Library on King’s Road which came about
because Reading Borough Council refused to hand over
its responsibilities for library provision to Berkshire
County Council following the 1974 Local Government
Reform Act. All in all this was a most fascinating and
interesting talk which was enjoyed by all.

The second talk on the 20th February was very
different. Anthony Stansfeld looked at ‘Crime and
Punishment in the Twenty-first Century’ from his

perspective as the Thames Valley Police and Crime
Commissioner for the past seven years. The role of
Police Commissioner is to hold the Chief Constable
to account through scrutiny, support and challenge.
He promotes engagement with local communities,
overdees the budget and develops a Police and Crime
Plan.

We learnt that the Thames Valley Police Force is the
largest non-metropolitan force in the country both in
numbers of police officers as well as in geographical
area, spreading as it does from Milton Keynes in the
north-east to Hungerford in the south-west. With a
population of 2.3 million it is exceeded only by London,
Birmingham and Manchester, although its funding per
police officer is well below any of these. In fact Anthony
Stansfeld estimates a shortfall of between 1,500 and
2,000 police officers.

He has had numerous battles with the Government
over funding and resources because of the specialist
work that his authority has to do. The Thames Valley
Police are linked in to the counter-terrorist specialists
in the Metropolitan police and undertook much of
the forensic work in Salisbury following the Novichok
attack. They are also heavily involved in dealing with
fraud in the financial industry and with drug gangs,
especially in Newbury. It was the Thames Valley police
who decided to prosecute the sex gangs in Oxford and
who decided to name and shame Asian men involved
in grooming young girls for sex. While burglaries are
now no greater than they were 45 years ago the crimes
that are now growing are knife crime, cybercrimes,
domesticabuse, fraud, drugrelated and terrorist related
crimes. Unfortunately the prison service and available
punishments are unable to cope and many police forces
are over-stretched for what they are expected to do.
Again this was an informative and thought-provoking
talk, leaving the hearers with much to mull over.

Future meetings are on Plastic’ and the “History of
RAF Greenham Common’. Meetings are held on alternate

Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm, after
coffee, inthe Caversham Heights Methodist
church in Highmoor Road. New members
are always welcome. Further information
can be found at www.cavershamheights.org
or by email: contact@cavershamheights.
org

Caversham
Horticultural Society

The Society’s April talk is on the subject of
‘therapeutic horticulture’ provided by the charity
Thrive, who have their local centre at Beech Hill.
This talk will be held at Caversham Primary School
on Wednesday 24th April at 7.45pm. Non-members
are welcomed. The £3.00 admission fee includes

light refreshments.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event in this space
for £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958

advertising@cavershambridge.org

{Maypole
Dancing

for children and adults
schools & clubs

. entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Alan Ward

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

zero(ry flme

Dry Carpet, Upholstery & Hard Floor Cleaners

Dry Carpet, Upholstery &
Ilartl Floor Cleaning

Snills&‘ spots - gone
Smells & 0l|IIlII'S removed

Leather Cleaning
Specialists
Restoration & Recolouring

zernllrvllme com

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd

Electrical Installation Contractors

® Established Electrical Installation Company
with an Excellent Reputation

® Commercial and Domestic Installations

® Specialists in Electrical Testing,
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

® Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

® Planned, Preventative and
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

@ Fully NIC EIC Accredited

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

01189 790171
07909 434515
nickwright@elpelectrical.com

www.elpelectrical.com

=
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St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 9.30am - Procession with Passion Reading
Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 6.30pm - Fellowship Meal with Agape in
Parish Centre Please contact the vicar beforehand)

Good Friday, 19th April: Reflections around the Cross

Easter Sunday, 21st April: 5.00am - Easter Dawn Communion then light
breakfast; 8.00am - Said communion; 9.30am - Family Communion

St John the Baptist, Gosbrook Road, Caversham

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 9.30am - All Age Worship; 3.30pm - Donkey
Walk from St John’s to the Weller Centre

Tuesday, 16th April: 2.45pm - Mother’s Union Holy Communion
Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - Agape Meal and Vigil

Good Friday, 19th April: 10.00am - Children’s Activities

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 9.30am - All Age Easter Celebration

St Peter, St Peter’s Hill, Caversham

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 9.30am - Blessing of Palms and Procession
from Caversham Court; 6.30pm - Entry into Holy Week Choral service
Monday, 15th April: 7.30pm - Compline for Holy Week

Tuesday, 16th April: 7.30pm - Compline for Holy Week

Wednesday. 17th April: 9.30am - Holy Communion; 7.30pm - Compline
for Holy Week

Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - Eucharist and Vigil

Good Friday, 19th April: 12.00pm - Three-hour devotional service
Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 5.30am - Caversham Court for Easter
Vigil; 9.30am - Festival Communion

St Margaret, Mapledurham

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 1115am - Communion

Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - Holy Communion and Supper at
Trench Green Hall

Good Friday, 19th April: 10.00am - Stations of the Cross

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 11.15am - Festival Communion

St Andrew, Albert Road, Caversham

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 9.30am - Procession with Donkeys - departs
from Copperfield, 10.0am - Parish Eucharist; 3.30pm - Messy Church
Tuesday, 16th April: 7.30pm - Stations of the Cross

Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - Eucharist of the Last Supper and
Vigil until 11.00pm

Good Friday, 19th April: 2.00pm - Hour of the Cross

Holy Saturday, 20th April: 8.30pm - The Fire, the vigil and the First
Eucharist of Easter

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 8.00am - Said Eucharist;

10.00am - Sung Eucharist

Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Road
Palm Sunday, 14th April: 10.30am - Rev’d David Jenkins;

6.30pm - Mr David Munns

Monday, 15th April: 7.30pm - Walking with Jesus: Worship and
Reflection for Holy Week

Good Friday, 19th April: 10.30am - Service at Caversham Baptist Church
followed by ‘Walk of Witness’ to Caversham Court

Saturday, 20th April: 7.30pm - Gospel of Luke — come and read right
through the Gospel

Easter Services

Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said:
“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me’. Mark 8:34
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Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 6.00am - Sunrise Worship with Holy
Communion. 36, Chazey Road

Caversham Methodist Church, Gosbrook Road

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 10.30am - Local arrangement

Maundy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - A service of Light and Darkness
with Holy Communion

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 10.30am - Holy Communion — Rev’d
James Mather

Our Lady and St Anne Roman Catholic Church

Thursday, 11th April: 7.30pm - Lenten Penance Service

Saturday, 13th April: 5.30pm - Mass with Blessing and

distribution of Palms

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 10.00am - Mass with Blessing and distribution
of Palms; 6.30pm - Mass with Blessing and distribution of Palms

Holy Thursday, 18th April: 7.30pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed
by Watching at the altar of repose until 10pm

Good Friday, 19th April: 10.00am - Children’s Stations of the Cross;
12.00pm - Stations of the Cross; 3.00pm - Solemn Liturgy of the

Lord’s Passion

Holy Saturday, 20th April: 9.00pm - Easter Vigil

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 10.00am - Mass of the Resurrection and
Children’s Liturgy; 6.30pm - Mass of the Resurrection

St Michael Roman Catholic Church, Sonning Common
Saturday 13th April: 5.30pm - Vigil Mass and Blessing and distribution
of Palms

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 10.00am - Mass with Blessing and distribution
of Palms

Holy Thursday, 18th April: 7.00pm - Mass of the Lord’s Supper with foot
washing of 12 people

Good Friday, 19th April: 3.00pm - Solemn Passion of the Lord

Holy Saturday, 20th April: 8.00pm - Easter Vigil and Mass of the
Resurrection

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 9.00am and 10.30am - Mass

Caversham Park Ecumenical Partnership,

Caversham Park School

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 11.00am - Morning Worship

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 11.00am - Holy Communion

Caversham Baptist Church, South Street

Palm Sunday, 14th April: 10.30am - Family Worship

Good Friday, 19th April: 10.30am - United service followed by “Walk of
Witness’ to Caversham Court

Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 10.30am - Easter Sunday Family Worship

Grace Church, Old Peppard Road
Good Friday, 19th April: 10.30am - Good Friday Communion Service
Easter Day, Sunday 21st April: 10.30am - Easter Sunday Celebration

For details of other churches in Caversham please consult the church
directly
New Testament Church of God https: //ntcg.org.uk/locations/
reading

Riverside Church (Reading) www.riversidechurchcaversham.org.uk
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Tribute to Rev. Dr John Ogden

The Reverend Doctor John Ogden.
16101939 - 02.02 2019

John was born on 16th October 1939. His secondary education was at Reading School
which he left in 1958 to go to Southampton University to read Physics. On graduation
a wise tutor suggested to him that Computer Sciences would be a more beneficial line
to follow. He then went on to take a postgraduate diploma in Computer Sciences and
subsequently obtained a post at Glasgow University as an assistant programmer. He later
obtained his Ph.D. and returned in 1966 to Reading University as a lecturer in the subject.
In 1977 he was made Head of Department - a post he held until 1989. He served as an
External Examiner on Computer-related courses for at least six different universities.

John’s grandfather was a Methodist Minister in the Reading and Silchester Circuit and
may well have influenced John in his approach to preaching.

In 1964 John became an accredited local preacher in the Methodist Circuit and then
around 1989 he was accepted for part-time training for the ministry while still at Reading
University. He was ordained at the Leeds Conference as a Minister in Local Appointment
in 1994 and was immediately made Reading University Chaplain.

When John retired from academia in 1999 he took up active ministry at Whitley Hall
Methodist Church, where he proved to be a tower of strength and encouragement to all
at a time when the church was looking for a new home.

In2001 Johnwasappointed tothe northernsector ministry teamwhich had responsibility
for 5 churches north of theriver - Caversham Heights Methodist Church (Highmoor Road),
Caversham Methodist Church (Gosbrook Road), Caversham Park Village, Woodcote and
Henley. John continued in ministry in the northern sector with differing ministers and
deacons. In 2009 he officially ‘sat down’ although his devotion to his calling meant that
little changed in the time and effort that he devoted to his ministry.

John had a great mind which he used to write a book ‘Believing the Creed” - what better
way of commenting on this is there but to quote Leslie Griffiths who wrote John Ogden
wrestles with the Apostles’ Creed - he refuses to let it slip into oblivion. He struggles with it, throws
it around, pins it to the floor until it yields some of its inner secrets, those profound understandings
of God with which it was invested when it was first made. He keeps his eye firmly on the culture
of our own age and comes up with one insight after another that is bound either to evoke deeper
understanding or provoke lively debate.’

John was an enthusiastic and very capable musician. After a slow start on the piano he
discovered the organ while at Reading School. This he mastered amazingly well and just
before he was about to leave school he was persuaded to take a music Grade 8 Organ
exam and at his first attempt he sailed through!

John became a friend to all with whom he came into contact, and his ability to put
everyone at their ease was quite amazing. He could reach out to them in such a way that
they instantly felt they could rely upon him. | am sure we all hold dear our friendship with
John and all that it meant to us.

Rev. Jenny Dowding writes ‘It is significant that when the news of John’s death broke in
Caversham, the most common response was tears - for although John was highly respected as a
minister, preacher, teacher and musician - more importantly he was greatly loved and that is how
| shall remember him - as a gentle, loving and utterly trustworthy friend’ | am sure we all agree
with her.

We have lost a beloved friend but all hold our treasured memories of him. | urge you to
hold them fast until, as we believe, we will meet again when our time comes.

[Contributed by Viv Emerson]
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ALEX LOWTH
Garden Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overbaul?

1| Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant? %

Reliable Service
* One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
e Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

¢ Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

NG
ITENAN @S,) !

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

NASHE

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

e Rolex servicing agency, plus prestigious
makes

® Probate valuations

e Excellent jewellery repair service

¢ Purchasers of old gold, platinum and silver

e Antique and unusual pieces always wanted

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, RG4 8AA
Telephone: 0118 947 2295

The website for Caversham
includes information on:
®* News

Caversham

®* Events

® Business listings
* Jobs

® Clubs

® Schools

Brought to you by

Caversham Traders Association
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Mapledurham Playing Fields
Landscape Plan is contested

In the last two months the pace of activity relating to
the Heights Free School construction and it impact on
the Mapledurham Playing Fields (MPF) has increased
significantly. A spate of planning applications and
consultations have been posted seemingly with very
short lead in times for proper reflection and comment
by the public and by those most likely to be affected.
In fact a consultation deadline associated with the
application reported here will have passed before this
issue of your monthly local paper goes to press!

Planning Application No 190240 has been submitted
by Reading Borough Council, for landscaping works to
Mapledurham Playing Fields, necessitated by approval
of The Heights Free School to be built on part of the

The Mapledurham Playing Fields in 2018

Playing Fields. The proposal includes re-arrangement
of the football pitches, relocation of the playground,
perimeter footpaths with associated seating, trim trail
equipment to the western part of the playing fields and
re-profiling and drainage improvements to the grass
sports pitches to the eastern part of the playing fields.

Following Reading Borough Council’s publication
of a Landscape Plan for the Mapledurham Playing
Fields (see Caversham Bridge, February 2019 p.7 ) the
current application makes proposals for physical
development and implementation. The Warren
and District Residents Association (WADRA) are
canvassing views on the Landscape Plan. This details
Reading Borough Council’s proposal to invest the
£1.36m lease premium, to be received from the ESFA,
to mitigate the impact of building the School on
the amenity and visual aesthetics of Mapledurham
Playing Fields. It is available online (www.reading.gov.
uk/media/8941 /item05 /pdf /item05_1.pdf) and an
update report also available online (www.reading.gov.
uk/media /9566 /item05-MPFlandscapeupdate /pdf/
item05-MPFlandscapeupdate.pdf). A feature of the
plan, which has caused some concern, is a proposed
5m wide lit pathway from the Chazey Road entrance
to the site of the school.

WADRA consider this landscaping application, along
with the school approval, as one of the most important
and contentious planning applications that has been
submitted within the Caversham Heights area for some
time and for this reason, the residents association is
seeking the views of the membership and will submit
these to the Borough Council.

WADRA's case is built around the following
arguments. Accepting the necessity of the football pitch
adjustments to replace the capacity lost to the school
site, there is a reversal of the original aim To maintain
the character of the site’. The Plan now includes a new
tree lined and lit central avenue from Chazey
Road to the Pavilion and school. The use of 40
exotic Sweet Gum trees (Liquidambar styraciflua)
is inconsistent with RBC’s ‘Tree Strategy for Reading
2010’ which encourages biodiversity and the replanting
of native species needed after the removal of some 55
mature trees.

WADRA is critical of the impact of the pathway and
the planting proposals summarised in this quotation

what will 2019 and beyond bring?

from their own consultation: ‘it incorporates a 3 metre
wide surface path, with the Exotic Trees to both sides of
the path set back from the path by approximately 2 metres,
together with lighting columns. This unjustified intrusion of
the playing fields, will change its character for the next 125
years (the length of the Lease to the School). This avenue
will cut the playing field in two and is likely to make it easier
for the northern part to be developed some time in the
future, especially as there will be a 9 metre corridor running
across the fields which could easily be developed as an access
road. Furthermore, this proposed path will provide the ideal
opportunity for motor cyclists and others to use it as a race
track across the fields and to attract antisocial behaviour.

This exotic avenue is likely to cost in the region of
£100,000 to build and will be a continual burden on the
Council and us Council Taxpayers for the next 125 years as
the lighting will incur electricity charges and the facilities
will have to be maintained over that period. Why spend
money needlessly on something that is not in keeping with
the concept of Mr Hewett who donated the land some 80
years ago to the community as a recreation area, when it
could be spent more effectively in other ways, such as further
improving the Pavilion, or improving the football pitches in
the future?’

In conclusion, WADRA's view ‘is that this planning
application, if approved, will have a fundamental impact
not only on our lives, but also upon the lives of future gen-
erations, so this is our last chance to persuade the Planning
Committee to reject this application in its present format
and to ask the applicant to redesign the Landscape Plan in
accordance with the views of the majority of beneficiaries of
the Playing Fields’.
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MOBILE MOWER SERVICING

Professional and Domestic machines
serviced / repaired at your
home or workplace

Collection & Delivery service
also available

ALL MAKES —ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience

Contact: Adrian Davies
0118 375 9815/ 07598 800298
www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,
General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE \

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

/

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

2 __'
)

for tea, coffee,
conversation and

\ company

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Foot Health Practitioner

Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP
Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.
Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care
of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com
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Concerts in Caversham:
top professional
musicians on your

doorstep!

‘The Melodious Oboe’:
Saturday 27th April 2019 at 7.30pm,
St Andrew’s Church, Albert Road,

Caversham Heights RG4 7PL.

Timothy Watts (oboe), Adrienne Black
(piano/harpsichord) and Nicholas Roberts
(cello) will give a recital showcasing the
wonderful cantabile playing of Concerts in
Caversham’sprincipaloboistwhoiscurrently
a member of the Royal Philharmonic
Orchestra. The programme will include
works by Bach, Schumann, Britten and
Faure. The musicians all met as students
at the Royal College of Music and formed
the Telemann Harpsichord Ensemble. They
are delighted to be re-united once again
for what should be an excellent evening of
music making. Tickets are available from
the 30th March at Walton’s the Jewellers in
Caversham (closed on Mondays). £16.00,
£18.00 and £20.00. No charge for under
16s. Refreshments included with the ticket
after the concert and a chance to chat to
the musicians. www.concertsincaversham.
co.uk

Bob .
¥

Pl A NS

+ Comprehensive eye
examinations

1

T
~-

* Full contact lens service
* Free specs for children

+ Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www,robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guitp mec & eims (ENG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk
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When England was ruled from Caversham

¢The
Greatest Knight’
William Marshal

died in Caversham
on 14 May 1219

The great William Marshal, Regent to the boy King Henry
[1l, came home to his manor house in Caversham early in 1219,
feeling his end was nigh. He managed the affairs of state from
his sickbed, while the court and Henry Il remained over the
Thames in Reading Abbey. He died on 14th May, after which
his body was taken to Reading Abbey for a solemn mass, and

thence to the Temple Church in London for burial. It was thanks to William Marshal that a French invasion
force was defeated at Lincoln in 1217, and it was he who ensured that Magna Carta, and the Plantagenet
dynasty, survived. William is indeed a most illustrious resident of Caversham.

The history of his life written in the years following his death is the earliest surviving biography of a layman
(in the vernacular — French in this case) in European History. As Nigel Bryant writes in his recently published
translation of the manuscript, it was: ‘composed in verse in the 1220s... is a major primary source not simply for its
subject’s life but for the exceptionally stormy period he had to navigate. ... its subject was regarded as the greatest knight
whoever lived ... and rose in the course of his long life to be a central figure in the reigns of ... Henry Il, Richard Lionheart,

John and Henry IIl./

The 800th anniversary of his death falls on 14 May 2019 and you will see various events and celebrations
around that time. In Caversham, CADRA is delighted to welcome Tom Asbridge as the speaker at its AGM
on Tuesday 11 June at 7.30pm in Thameside School. Tom is a specialist in Medieval History at Queen
Mary University of London. He has presented TV programmes on William’s life and published several books
including: The Greatest Knight. The remarkable life of William Marshal, the power behind five English Thrones. All are

welcome.

CADRA isalso finalising arrangements for a permanent memorial telling something of the story of William’s
life. Details of the fundraising campaign are at www.cadra.org.uk and we would be grateful for your support.

[Contributed by CADRA]

POEM
Anxiety

By standing here on stage I'm overcoming my fear.
I’'m speaking here today for all of you to hear

My anxiety inside is screaming, it is telling me to
run, my mind is playing tricks on me this isn’t really

fun.

But I refuse to be defeated by something that
makes me feel weak. | want to prove to myself that
| can do it and believing in myself is all | need.

Currently I’'m suppressing it, but it gets better over
time, how I’m feeling aint all new it just knows how
to hide.

The masking of my fears, the intentions to run, the
overwhelming feeling that I'm nothing compared
to some.

But I continue to keep my head up high and
continue working hard. | will continue to face my
fears and my progression will go far.

For someone like me standing here right now is
considered by some to be great because public
speaking and big crowds is something that | hate.

I've been told that this is all in my head, how | feel
isn’t real and I’'m looking for attention. But why
would someone want to cry or freak out in front of
everyone, that’s embarrassing not to mention.

So before you judge someone for how they seem to
act, try to understand their position and gather all
the facts.

Because anxiety isn’t something that should be seen
as great. It leaves my voice trembling and my hands
begin to shake.

I’ve learnt to hide away my fear and put it all aside,
being seen as strong instead of weak is something
that | strive.
[Contributed by Abbi Moor, a student at
Highdown School]

Vivace Voices

Vivace Voices Spring Concert will take place on Wednesday 3rd

April at 2.30 pm at St Mary’s Church, Thatcham RG19 3PN. Tickets
cost £5.00 at the door, and includes the programme and afternoon
tea. All proceeds go to the charity ‘My Cancer My Choice’

The choir will be singing a variety of joyous songs including

‘Wonderful Guy’ (South Pacific), ‘Razzle Dazzle’ (Chicago), the Gloria
from Chilcott’s ‘Little Jazz Mass’ as well as various folk songs and
popular ballads.

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Owned & Run By The Family

Male & Female Funeral Directors Avai

Free Home Visits, Advice & Assist

24 hour caring service

Pre-paid Funeral Plans
Memorials

157-161 Caversham Road, Reading, Berkshire. RG1 8BEB
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Since 2011, Thursday is Fisherman day.

Every Thursday
2-6pm
St Andrew’s Church Hall, Albert Road

The Caversham Heights café, named after our

patron saint, St Andrew the fisherman, serves

high quality teas, Italian-style coffees, home-
made cakes, soft drinks, snacks and more!

A warm welcome awaits you.

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMET
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007
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GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

¢ Full Replacement e Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
e Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for 10 years
o Full Public Liability Insured e Police Checked

P N
Abelcare
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
for a free estimate

[ —————e e |

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS - CHARTERED SURVEYORS
The local firm with the international reputation — Est 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY!

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & OFFICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
¢ GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEHICLES
and much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES

Probate ¢ Family Division ¢ Insurance ¢ Auction

We would be pleased to advise without obligation.
See website for fixture list and catalogues
www.tsauction.co.uk - log on and subscribe

RICS compliant - clients money protected

31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RGl 7HU Fax: +44 (0) 118 950 5896

Website: www.tsauction.co.uk Email: info@ts.co.uk

Bondsight

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

Cow Lane Project
‘nears qompletin

The much delayed Network Rail ‘Cow Lane Project’, which dates
back to 2010, is nearing completion. The old brick bridge, which
only allowed one lane of traffic to pass at a time - controlled by
traffic lights, was demolished in November 2017. Since then traffic
has been limited to one direction only from north to south and this
has caused major delays and necessitated lengthy detours through
Reading.

In February 2019, following many problems including a sink hole
appearing, Cow Lane reopened as two- way and free from traffic
lights for the first time in its history. Work to construct pedestrian
and cycle routes, the final part of the project, is now underway. This
will also involve the removal of the temporary pumping station:
the area is low lying and will flood, so a new cofferdam is being
sunk and the permanent pumping station will be put in place. This
final stage of the project will have to safely negotiate live electric
cabling. It is expected that there will be a weekend of complete
road closure towards the end of April with only the landscaping
then left to be done.

Network Rail has said opening up this traffic bottleneck will
create ‘a safer and more pleasant environment for both residents and
businesses’. Residents and travellers on both sides of the river will
be relieved to see the end of this project whose end stage has been
delayed for some nine months. Cross-Reading journeys should
now suffer much less delay: we will remain hopeful!

Easter egg trail in
Caversham Court

Come along to Caversham Court on Holy Saturday 20th April
between 2.00pm and 4.00pm, when the Friends of Caversham
Court Gardens will be hosting an Easter egg Quiz Trail on a nature
theme in the lovely riverside gardens. All young competitors
will win an Easter egg prize or a non-dairy treat. Children must
be accompanied by an adult. Entry is free, but donations to the
Friends of Caversham Court Gardens will be appreciated. The
Tea Kiosk will be open for refreshments all afternoon. For further
information, email friends@fccg.org.uk

Friends of Caversham Court Gardens:
Annual General Meeting on
Wednesday 24th April

The Friends of Caversham Court Gardens will be holding their
2019 annual meeting on Wednesday 24th April, 7.00pm for
7.30pm, at the Reading Canoe Club, The Warren, Caversham RG4
7TH. The formal meeting will be followed by an illustrated talk
by landscape historian Ben Viljoen on: ‘The Landscape Architect
Humphry Repton in Berkshire’.

Members and non-members are very welcome, free of charge.
Enquiries to The Friends of Caversham Court Gardens at friends@
fccg.org.uk or c¢/o Head Gardener’s Office, Caversham Court

www.bondrightroofing.co.uk

Gardens, Church Road, Caversham, RG4 7AG.
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Clive The Handyman
35 years experience in the building trade
Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling
Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs
General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)
Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
Can accommodate for example:
¢ Children's parties / Family celebrations

¢ Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
¢ Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

./ ARUM TREE SURGEONS
W% TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES ™ omeoge

¢ Tree removal, tree pruning
¢ Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding ®
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

Simon Porter & Co
Chartered Accountants

® Businesses
e VAT, Payroll

o Self Assessment
e Companies

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB
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Commemorating the World Day of Prayer: 1st March 2019

For the Welsh the 1st of March was the national feast day as they honoured St.
David, for Roman Catholics it was the First Friday of March, the sixth of the nine
in the count-down to the First Friday of June (month of the Sacred Heart) but
for women across the Christian denominations it was the World Day of Prayer, a
week to the day ahead of International Women'’s Day. The World Day of Prayer
is a women led, global, ecumenical movement.

The parish community of Our Lady and St. Anne (two of the most significant
female figures in the Christian story!) was host to this year’s celebration here
in Caversham. The order of service was inspired by the women of Slovenia
(incidentally of all the countries which joined the EU in the great enlargement
in 2004 by now far the most prosperous), and across the world women were
praying for them especially in prayers they themselves had composed or chosen.
There was singing, reading, witness and — of course — praying. And all agreed
afterwards that the setting and the service itself afforded pleasure and spiritual

nourishment to all. The hospitality in terms of tea and coffee preceded the
formal prayer service. And that was welcomed by all because the participants,
coming as they did fromavariety of churches, had yet to get to know one another
properly. The church was more than three-quarters full, the congregation largely
female. But, what else is new? It was my privilege to welcome all those present,
the home team and our guests. | gently challenged the women to reflect on
what is special about the prayer of women. We reflected briefly on Martha and
her sister Mary, Mary from Magdala, the poor widow at Nain, and the Virgin
Mary herself. And we were appreciative of the fact that women pray a lot, and
that prayer both in the formal church setting and around the home is woven
into the texture of their lives. And then, with these sundry opening reflections
out of the way, | let the devout women who had gathered in our church to get
on with it. And pray!

[Contributed by Father Patrick H. Daly, parish priest Our Lady and St. Anne, Caversham]

Our instrumental accompanist

WALKER

THE FUNERAL PEOPLE
SERVICE, QUALITY AND BEST VALUE
FROM A PROFESSIONAL INDEPENDENT
FIFTH GENERATION FAMILY BUSINESS
SINCE 1826

www.abwalker.co.uk
CAVERSHAM 0118947 7007

READING 0118 957 3650
HENLEY 01491 413434

) g .///‘ -
The congregation reflects before
the service.

N

The Slovenian Women's voices: Mar-
Jeta, Mojca, Marija, Ema and Natasha

St Michael Roman Catholic Church,
Peppard Road, Sonning Common

We are just a few of weeks away from the most important week of the Christian calendar, Holy Week. This is
the week we join Jesus as he enters Jerusalem riding on a donkey cheered by the crowds, sharing his last supper
with disciples, and see him mocked and put to death, so that we can go on to celebrate the joy of his resurrection
on Easter Sunday. St Michael’s will be celebrating each of these events to which everyone is invited:

13 /14th April — Palm Sunday. Blessing of palms at each of our weekend Masses.
18th April — Maundy Thursday. 7.00pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper at which the feet of 12 parishioners will be
washed.
19th April - Good Friday. 3.00pm Solemn Passion of the Lord.
20th April — Holy Saturday. 8.00pm Easter Vigil and Mass of the Resurrection.
21th April — Easter Sunday. Mass at 9.00am and 10.30am.
Other devotions include our Lenten reconciliation service on the 15th April with an opportunity for individual

Church and altar prepared for the
celebration.

Funeral Plans ™

confession at 7.00pm. The Stations of the Cross wi!l be celebrated at v.arious times. We are also looking fonjward A.F. JONES CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
to joining all the Christians of the area for the Walk of Witness
Free Estimates around the village on Good Friday starting at 10.00am from Christ MASTER Would you ke o have s paper
the King Anglican Church. MASONS delivered to you monthly?

COPJE ELECTRICAL SERVICES As a prelude to Lent we held a Games and Pancake afternoon
in the church hall. A huge variety of board games for all ages were

available and ‘experts’ were on hand to get us started on unfamiliar

Emailusat;
cavershambridgenews @gmail.com

Craftsmen in Stone giving your name and address.

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Alternatively copies of this paper

games. ] BEDFORD RD can be purchased from:

On the 2nd Sunday of Lent our 10.30am Mass was dedicated to READING Caversham Thameside Parish Offce

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443 babies who had died in the womb or at birth. It was an opportunity Telephone Churchds‘;eet&CavinshagLibrary
to remember and pray for them and the families who had suffered 0118 957 3537 and Windoie s

such loss. We hope to make this an annual event.
Please check the Weekly Newsletter on our website for up to
date information: www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk.

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

e Premium Amtico Retailer

Silent Communion - or
Holy Communion without words

¢ Independent family run business . .
P Y A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

e Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
e Samples to view in your home/office
* Free advice / free quotes

On Sunday 12th May at 6.30pm a ‘Silent Communion’ will be
held at Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Road.
Both the Heights and Gosbrook Road Methodist congregations
have held one of these special services in recent years. We are
repeating this year, providing another opportunity to experience
worship which engages the senses in a different way.

¢ Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

® Fast turn around on fitting if required

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS
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A 'History of Reading’s Allotments’ — History of Reading Society

The subject of the February talk was a ‘History of Reading’s
Allotments’. The speaker was Evelyn Williams who has published
an e-book on the subject and has cultivated a plot at the Waterloo
Meadows Allotments in Reading for the past 10 years.

The origins of modern allotments can be traced back to medieval
times when most of the poor rural population would grow much of
their food on the ‘common lands’. However, from the 17th Century
onwards, vast tracts of rural England would be transformed by the
‘Enclosure Acts’. These Acts of Parliament created legal property
rights that favoured rural land owners, mostly the Lords of the

Waterloo Meadows Allotments, Reading

Manor: they established the field system of tenanted farms whose
boundaries were defined by the dry-stone walls and hedge rows
familiar today. Consequently, the rural poor would be dispossessed
of their land rights and many would migrate to work in the new
industrial towns.

Many of those who were involved in providing allotments in the
early-nineteenth century did so out of paternalistic motives. In the
1830s, the famous local author Mary Russell Mitford in her story
Bere Regis, about life in a fictionalized Reading, gave an account
about ‘the power of allotments to rescue and redeem the drinking classes’.

In the enclosure of Tilehurst in 1817, three plots of land were set

South Chiltern Choral Society:
‘Dream of Gerontius’

The South Chiltern Choral Society is delighted to be joining forces with the
Wantage Choral Society and the St Giles Orchestra, plus professional soloists,
to perform Elgar’s ‘Dream of Gerontius’ at the Sheldonian Theatre, Oxford on
Saturday 27th April 7.00pm. There will be over 200 performers and the effect
will be epic.

Classic FM says that this is generally acknowledged to be one of the greatest
pieces for chorus and orchestra ever written. It is based on a Victorian poem by
Cardinal John Henry Newman and is about an ‘everyman’ character (the word
‘Gerontius’ comes from the Greek for ‘old man’) as he faces death, meets his
guardian angel and goes before his God before being taken to Purgatory with
the promise of everlasting glory. It is a heartfelt expression of loss and hope in
the face of death, all set to a beautifully moving and evocative score.

Tickets are available from Tickets Oxford (01865 305305 or www.
ticketsoxford.com), costing £15.00, £20.00 and £30.00. Advance booking is
recommended. If you require a wheelchair space, or cannot use stairs, please
state this at the time of booking, so that you can be seated in an appropriate
location.

Gill Madeley nator.

Garden Design & Maintenance

* Garden Design

* Planting
e Maintenance e Advice

* Seasonal Clearance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
£. 0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

%

Allotments at Kentwood Hill, Tilehurst

asideatKentwoodand WorkhouseCommons
for agriculture to generate income for the
purchase of fuel for the poor of the parish.
Today, this land is used for allotments and
has 100 plot holders; it is administered by
Tilehurst Poor’s Land Charity. Other early
allotments were established at Whitley
Wood Lane in 1858 and at Grove Road,
Emmer Green in 1865.

The rapid expansion of Reading’s
population in the wake of the industrial
revolution fomented local opinion and led
to demands to secure green open spaces
for public recreation: among them was a
Mr. Wing who during a lecture he gave
on the subject of Old Caversham in 1894
declaimed “All should unite to guard what
all may share; the general good should be the
general care”. Eventually, the government of
the day was forced to legislate; in 1908 the
Small Holdings and Allotments Act became
law. The Act stipulated that the provision of
local authority allotments, where there was
a demand, would be compulsory.

The criteria for an entitlement to a plot
appeared in Reading’s 1910 Allotment Rules

Victoria Road Allotments, Caversham

where the definition for eligibility was: ‘any
person who was resident in the borough and
belonged to the labouring classes’.

In Reading, the 1908 Act began a process
of land purchasing by the council. In that year,
a land agent, Mr. L. H. Bailey, was appointed
and the newly formed ‘County Land Agents
Association’ convened its first meeting at the
Great Western Hotel on 8th August.

Some land owners were not always willing
to sell their land to the council; in 1909,
when the council attempted to compulsorily
purchase land from Sir Walter Palmer at
Norcot Farm, he refused to sell and during
the subsequent enquiry Sir Walter argued
successfully that the land was the best on his

farmand would not be suitable as allotments.
In 1912, across the river at Caversham Park,
the owner, Mr Crawshay, protested that the
council’s proposal to turn land on his estate
into allotments, which was “in full view from
his house, and its use for that purpose would be
unsightly”.

At the outbreak of the Second World
War, the number of allotments in Britain
had decreased from a peak of 1,300,000 in
1920 to fewer than 1 million. But, at this
time the Berkshire Chronicle reported that
the number of plot holders in Reading had
increased to 4,262. In 1940, the Federated
Horticultural & Allotment Association of
Reading was formed: it was a grouping of
allotment societies under the banner of
the Ministry of Agriculture’s ‘Dig for Victory’
campaign; its task was to reduce Britain’s
reliance on food imports. Huntley & Palmers
Horticultural Association were among the
founder members; today, the allotments at
Culver Lane, Earley are a reminder of their
contribution to the war effort.

Today, in Reading, there are 20 allotment
sites with 1,160 plots which are managed by
the borough council as well as private sites
in Caversham and Tilehurst. A recent re-
surgence intheir popularity meansapplicants
may have to wait for up to 10 years for a plot
to become vacant.

The subject of the next talk will be
‘Defending Reading’ and the speaker will
be Mike Cooper. The talk is followed
by the AGM. It will take place at Abbey
Baptist Church, Abbey Square, Reading on
Wednesday 20th March at 7.30pm. All are
welcome £2.00 to non-members.

BEN MACKIE
ARBORIST

Professional Tree and Hedge care
Local to Caversham: Over 15 years experience
Royal Forestry certified
NPTC Qualified
£5m public liability

Call Ben on 07717495047

ben.mackie @tiscali.co.uk
benmackiearborist.com

READING
PLUMBING & HEATING

ALL ASPECTS OF PLUMBING, HEATING
AND GAS WORKS UNDERTAKEN.
OVER 30 YEARS OF

EXPERIENCE.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED.

DISCOUNT FOR SENIOR

CITIZENS.

111613

MOBILE: 07702556790
EMAIL: darrenscottrph@btinternet.com
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What about a street party?

Loneliness is as damaging as smoking 20 cigarettes a day it has
been reckoned. Most people need some kind of social contact to
maintain good health whether this is just keeping in contact with a
few close friends or perhaps with many acquaintances.

What makes people lonely? There are two main reasons,

*  We can get by with hardly seeing or talking to anyone.

*  We do not feel understood or cared for.

It has been suggested that we could think of feeling lonely as
we do when we feel hungry. Hunger tells us we need food, so we
eat and feel better. In a similar way loneliness is telling us we need
more social contact and therefore the simplest way to ease loneli-
ness should be that we try to meet more or different people. In a
BBC survey in 2018, it showed that the common stereotype for
loneliness is of an older person which it often is, but in fact even
higher levels of loneliness can be found among younger people
and this pattern has proved to be true around the world. A high
proportion of people who feel discriminated against whether for
disability, ethnicity, sexuality etc. are also more likely to feel lonely,
and weekends can be a particularly difficult time for many, and
also when it is sunny and people are outdoors enjoying themselves.
When lonely people themselves were asked how others could help
a common response was, to start a conversation with anyone, do
tiny acts of kindness and to look for the good in every person you
meet.

For several years now many people have been organising street
parties for the ‘Big Lunch’ or more recently ‘The Great Get Together’

Mayfield Mortgages

Mortgages made simple

Experienced, local mortgage broker providing advice across the market
and covering a wide range of areas including Equity Release.
Please contact Kristian Kolb on 0118 991 8704 to arrange a no obligation
face to face appointment.

E: info@mayfieldmortgages.com
T: 0118 991 8704

www.mayfieldmortgages.com
Mayfield Mortgages is a trading style of Kristian Kolb who is an appointed representative of Mortgage Intelligence Ltd
which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority under number 305330 in respect of mortgage,
insurance and consumer credit mediation activities only.

Ted Burnell Community Art Group

Art Exhibition [

Church House
Caversham RG4 8AX

(a few doors left of Waitrose)

o VN N : 5
Saturday 6th April
10 am to 4 pm

(best to arrive by 3 30 Iatest)

Artworks to buy

Refreshments Tombola

remembering Jo Cox who was passionate about finding
solutions for loneliness. These events bring together
neighbours, friends and communities, sharing and hav-
ing fun and celebrating everything they have in com-
mon.

Perhaps you might like to have a party in your street
- but where to start?

Do not worry, help is at hand! On Tuesday 2nd April
from 6.00pm - 7.00pm, the local group ‘Caversham
Champions to End Loneliness” are running a free session
at Caversham Baptist Church in partnership with Read-
ing Voluntary Action. (RVA). Everyone is welcome to come along to the Workshop and
find out how to set up and run a street party in your neighbourhood. David Neale from
RVA has organised many street parties in Reading and he will explain all that needs to be
considered with ideas for fun and inclusive activities.

The most important thing is bringing people together.
If you would like to attend this free workshop, please ring 0118 9473394 or go online to
Eventbrite. Please arrive at 5.45pm. Information packs will be available.

Caversham Village Sign

You may have noticed that the post of the village sign has started to lean. Since the sign
was installed in 2002, the paint has faded and is starting to peel. As you will see from the
plaque on the post, the sign was designed and commissioned by CADRA to commemorate
the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. We have been working with the Council and with Stuart King
who made the sign and the plan is to remove the post and to send it to Stuart’s workshop
in Great Missenden for repainting. https: / /stuartking.co.uk /

Stuart’s work will be funded by Hermes, owners of the St Martins shopping precinct,
in association with CADRA and the Caversham Traders Association. We do not yet have a
firm date for the work but please do not be alarmed if you see the post and sign missing
for some time.

“fts S0 gooel to See yow ..
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WHAT’'S ON IN AND AROUND CAVERSHAM: APRIL 2019
DATE EVENT
6th Ted Burnell Art Group Exhibition - Church House Caversham 10.00am - 4.00pm FREE
7th Farmers Market 10.00am — 3.00pm Caversham Precinct car park
7th Caversham Court - Guided Tours  2.00pm — 4.30pm + Tea Kiosk
7th Open Garden - ‘Ashbrook House’ Blewbury. OX11 9QA Open 2.00pm- 5.30pm Teas
13th  Beanpole Day Gardening Event for Econet 10.00am — 3.00pm Caversham Court + Tea Kiosk
14th  Open Garden - ‘Lime Close’ Abingdon. OX14 4HU Open 2.00pm — 5.00pm Cream Teas
14th  Open Garden - ‘Waterperry Gardens’ Wheatley. OX33 1JZ Open 10.00 — 5.30.pm Teashop
19th  Good Friday Children’s Activities St John’s Caversham 10.00am —12.30pm FREE
20th  Easter Egg Trail + Quiz Caversham Court 2pm — 4pm All ages Entry FREE + Tea Kiosk
21st  Easter Day (see Services Guide)
24th  Talk - Therapy through Gardening with ‘Thrive’ C.H.S. Caversham Primary School 7.45pm
27th  Green Ticket Trails 10am — 1.00pm 2ndHand Sale - See Facebook or Eventbrite for details
27th  Concert SCCS & Wantage Choir - Dream of Gerontius Sheldonian Theatre Oxford 7.00pm
27th  Concert The Melodious Oboe — St Andrews Church Caversham 7.30pm
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PIANO LESSONS

Available from an

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions

experienced teacher,
ex-concert pianist.

All levels taught.
For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

Your house or mine
(Steinway grand)
Anna: 07568 377731

Gardiners

NURSING AND HOMECARE

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
domiciliary care in the local area

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home
services, helping others & supporting them to continue independent and
fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of their own homes.

Please call one of our Care Managers if you are looking for someone to
provide company and a little help in the house, or assistance with personal
care or medication.

Telephone 0118 947 6666 www.gardinersnursing.co.uk
10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ

'g" FREE HOME VISIT
or phone consultation. © JOHN 14:1-3

4 LOWEST PRICES - 'LET NOT YOUR |
HEARTS BE

with the best plans guaranteed. oo
‘" SPREAD THE COST Y- .
with our ‘Buy Now, Die later’ plans.
’g‘ GUARANTEED TO FREEZE FUNERAL DIRECTOR’S FEES
for your lifetime.
T CARING & PROFESSIONAL CHRISTIAN ADVICE
from a trusted plan advisor.

Shiplake Church of England Primary School v,
and Shiplake Village Nursery

N,
Headteacher : Mrs Katherine Page-Howie MA.Ed, BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH R

Are you looking for a Reception Class place for September 2019?

We provide a rich and exciting curriculum to develop the confidence and enthusiasm
for learning in all subjects. Our learning environment is supportive, stimulating,
challenging and fun.

Please call us to make an appointment to come and visit us

Looking for a place in another year group? Please contact us for
up-to-date availability.

“The school’s ethos and values of ‘mutual respect, good behaviour and high academic standards within a Christian and moral
culture’ are borne out in all aspects of your work. Consequently, pupils are highly motivated, keen to learn and achieve well’
Ofsted December 2016

; **1
Ofsted

Good
Provider

Shiplake, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 4DN

4
Email: office.3810@shiplake.oxon.sch.uk
telephone: 0118 940 2024
www.shiplakeprimary.org.uk
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Caversham Library at the
Heart of the community

Caversham Library, situated in Church
Street, with the figure of Old Father Time
holding up the clock is central to the
community of Caversham. It was opened
in 1907 by Viscount Valentia, chairman
of Oxford County Council following a
competition which was won by William
Hooper Lewton, a local
architect who designed
the building described
as  ‘free  renaissance
style’. The clock was a
later addition. William
Bullivant Williams
had donated the site
and with a grant from
Andrew Carnegie of
£2,500 (there was £75 F== :
overspend necessitating another grant) the
foundation stone was laid in March 1907.

Thelibrary is now run by Reading Borough
Councilalthoughwithrecentessentialbudget
cuts opening hours have been reduced. It is
now open on a Tuesday 9.00am — 5.00pm,
Thursday 1.00pm — 7.00pm, Friday 9.00am
- 5.00pm and Saturday 10.00am - 3.00pm.
There is also now a Book Return Box outside
so that you can return your books even when
the library is shut. The books and resources
available are at the library are wonderful.
There are new books both fiction and non-
fiction and similarly large print books. There
are changing displays of books including Best
sellers (one week loan), Wellbeing topics,
Local studies and there are also sales of
withdrawn books. Spots of different colours
on book spines are used to categorize fiction
into Classics, Family Sagas, Chillers, LGBT,
Sci-Fi, Action and Adventure, Crime, Black
@7 Asian authors and books are also available
in French, German, Hindi, German and
Spanish. There are a good range of DVD’s
that can be borrowed for a small cost and an
ordering service which will source requested
items for you from other libraries.

Children of all ages are well catered for
too at the library with a wonderful range of
books including a wide selection of board
books for the younger ones through to Teen
Reads. Thereis also arange of CD’s which are

free to borrow. Singing and rhyme sessions,
‘Rhymetimes’ for babiesand toddlersand their
caregivers are held every Tuesday at 10.15am
and 1115am and these last for half an hour -
they do need to be booked on 0118 9015103.
‘Storytimes’, with stories brought to life by
experienced storytellers are also held and
these are every Thursday
afternoon from 2.00pm
- 230pm. They are
aimed at children over
~ two years old and are
run during term times
i. only. In school holidays
| craft sessions are held
on Thursdays between
215pm and  315pm
TS which cost £1.00
per child. No booking is necessary and
occasionally there are also special events.
For British Science Week in March there was
a free drop-in session with Dr Phil and Dr
Alex from ‘Hopefully Nothing Goes Boom’ who
were demonstrating the wonders of Kitchen
Chemistry. There is also a Toy Library: items
can be ordered on line, smaller toys will be
delivered to the library but larger ones must
be collected from Reading Central Library.

Clubs meetatthelibrary too, ‘Sit and Stitch’
every 2nd and 4th Thursday from 5.00pm —
7.00pm when you bring your own crafts and
drinks are provided. A Games group meets
every Friday at 10.30am, when board games
are played. There is also a book group that
meets on the 3rd Thursday in the month
from 6.00pm — 7.00pm but places need
to be booked for this. For those that need
help with using IT - free, friendly one to one
support is available. Ask in the library and
they can book you a session.

Other services that Caversham Library
provides are: study areas, free internet
access and wifi (6 computers are available),
photocopying facilities, a selection of
magazines, national and local newspapers,
including the monthly Caversham Bridge,
a bargain at 40p! Finally there are always
lovely, helpful, knowledgeable librarians
available. What a fortunate community we
are!
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DANDELIONS

You can find the odd dandelion plant in flower at almost any time of year,
but April is the month when you can see them in profusion. And you will
probably not have to travel very far to find dandelions — probably no farther
than your own vegetable patch or lawn. If the large, showy golden-yellow
flower-heads were not so common, we would § ¥ R
probably appreciate them more.

Where | grew up we called them ‘pee-in-beds’,
and were told that if you picked the flowers, you
would wet your bed that night and get into trouble.
Nevertheless, this did not stop us picking the round
seed-heads, the ‘dandelion clocks’, and using them to
tell the time of day. These days, | expect that even
small children have wrist-watches, but at the time,
we did not. The hour of the day was supposed to
depend on how many breaths it took to blow all
the seeds away — one o’clock, two o’clock, three
o’clock and so forth until all the seeds were gone.
It obviously made no sense, but it was a kind of
tradition.

| have read that dandelion leaves are sometimes put into salads, sometimes
with a few of the yellow florets sprinkled on for decoration. | have heard of
the leaves being boiled or steamed and eaten as green vegetables. And | have
had some experience of making dandelion wine, gathering the flowers on a
sunny day when they would be producing nectar, cutting off the green bit
below the yellow part to avoid the bitterness, and immediately adding the

Rosehill WI

boiling water so as to extract as much taste as possible. The results, using the
same recipe, were variable, and | never understood why. Only once did | try
making ‘dandelion coffee’. | had read that people made it during the Second
World War, when real coffee was hard to come by. This involved digging up

@8 dandelion roots, washing them, cutting them into
chunks, roasting them under the grill, and then
putting them through the coffee-mill. The taste
was interesting, but nothing like coffee. And I also
once tried making real dandelion and burdock, a
childhood favourite. It was hard to find enough
burdock roots to dig up, and it was probably illegal
to do so. The resulting drink was disappointing
when compared to the manufactured dandelion
and burdock as | remembered it from the 1950s.
| would guess that the drink that came in a bottle
did not contain the juice of either plant, with the
flavour being completely synthetic.

In the past, dandelions have been widely used
in folk medicine. It was thought, for instance, that rubbing the sap of the
plant, which stained things brown, onto warts would cause them to go away.
If you drank it, the water in which chopped leaves had been boiled would
cure all sorts of ailments, and was particularly effective in the case of kidney
complaints. And | once knew of a man who made a point of eating a leaf every
day in order to prevent baldness. Dandelion leaves, he said, were a favourite

February already, soon be Christmas!! Our
president Arlene Riley welcomed all present
to our meeting on 6th February. Judith
(Treasurer) reported that last month’s sales
table raised £12.00 and the raffle £32.00.
The clubs met with Scrabble on the 13th and
27th February respectively: The Book Club

APJ1 Media
Services Ltd
Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated

servers, Websites and domain names.
Low cost packages available

Also available a range of Two-way radio
equipment and Church AV equipment.

Call 0118 954 5368
Email: apjlmedia.sales@apjl.org

www.apjl.org

ARE3C,
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CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE
Open 9.30am to 2.00pm on Tuesdays
in St John’s Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available
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Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading

met on the 11th February and the Cinema
Group planned to see ‘All Is true’ starring Judi
Dench and Kenneth Branagh. The Lunch
Club visited Carluccios restaurant on the
19th February.

Members were invited to sign up for a trip
to the Milestones Museum in Basingstoke,
or to Sonning Mill for a tour backstage
followed by a cream tea. These will both take
place later in the year. There are also other
outings and talks described in ‘Berkshire Wi
News'’.

Our speaker Kate Bettison gave a very
interesting talk about "My life as a film extra’
detailing the various television programmes
and films she had been involved with, and
also told us about some of the stars she had
worked with. This was followed by a short
talk by WI Advisor Anne Knee-Robinson
who outlined the importance of the WI
Committee and encouraged new members
to come forward. Our next report will cover
the AGM held on 6th March.

Finally, we werereminded of the Centenary
Spring Annual Council Meeting 2019 taking
place at the Great Hall on the University of
Reading campus on Friday, 12th April 2019.
The speakers this year are Vera de Menezes
and Lynne Stubbings. More details of this
can be found in the ‘Berkshire WI News’.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the
month at St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer
Green at 2.00 pm.

food of rabbits, and he had never seen a bald rabbit! Happy Wanderer
/ \ ONE TO ONE
M. D. Howlett computer
architectural consultant fraining
(0118) 947 7117 for all ages &
abilities
20 years experience in all aspects of using your own
domestic and commercial computer,
architecture, including designs, local lapfops or tablet
. S Anne Garrison
authority applications and contract 0118 947 4244
administration
\ / AnneGarrison.co.uk

®AyrTer HLY)
ideal for families!

Everyone welcome -

Come and join us for a re-telling of the
Easter story, Easter crafts and games,
refreshments and much more!

Friday 19th April
10am - 12.30pm
St John's Church

St John's Road, Caversham, RG4 8EB %ﬁ
» 5 . TRE

For more details contact:
Anna Clarke, Children & Families Worker

= CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE
E: anna@ctmparish.org.uk T: 0118 947 1703 ..

AND MAPLEDURHAM

ST PETER I ST MARGARET I ST JOHN
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Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

Feien| i [0

> Caversham
Tiles.

Berkshire's Tile Specialists

55 Donkin Hill
Caversham RG4 5DG
0118 9543315

www.cavtiles.co.uk

4U

Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste
House / Loft Clearance
Garage / Shed Clearance

Licensed Waste Carrier with
commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service

For a free no obligation quote, please call:

0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625
www.allrubbishcollected4U.co.uk

i caversham orgk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more,
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham  and
beyond.

DM #

Building and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs
Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed
UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal
Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced
Painting & decorating internal and external

Call Jim Long - 0118 327 4783/07570 079700

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
“or a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Bedrooms - Studies - Alcoves
Bespoke Storage Solutions

122 Kidmora Foad 0118 948201

Cavarsham

Raading AG4 THE 07957 G42260
e i chrarwlalon £.od Uk

°w§ JWS CHAUFFEUR & EXECUTIVE SERVICE

Formerly known as Noble Chauffeur Service

Be driven in comfort, Luxury Mercedes
To Airports : Weddings : Special occasions

Sea Ports for Cruises

Reading based - reliable service - Accounts Welcome

Jimmy Wharton

Phone: 0118 975 2241 /07801 937876

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND
TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

BOILER REPLACEMENT
Reste SPECIALIST
 All Gas Work Undertaken ¢ Servicing
« Landlord Safety Certificates * Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-

perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state
of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk
www.jwsexecutivetravel.co.uk

~ CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

4 Mrs Samantha Vistuer Ky

=

Wy

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic appointment please call

TEL: 0118 946 3401

BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Fireplace \),
Magic)ms
Chimney Sweeping
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves
Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service
Visit our showroom at

45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

]

® Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

in style
In our vintage
Route Master
1964 Double
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings,
School Proms,
special
occasions or
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barrywoolford@icloud.com
www.pasttimebus.com




