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The Sunday Eucharist on 6th May at Our 
Lady and St Anne RC church in Caversham 
was the setting for the Dedication of the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Caversham. In his 
own words of introduction, the Most 
Reverend Bernard Longley, Archbishop 
of Birmingham came to Caversham 
(accompanied by Sister Luke Lennon and 
Fr. Dominic Cosslett, his Secretary) not 
only as the principal celebrant at the mass, 
but as ‘a pilgrim’. He told the congregation 
more exactly that the shrine is 107 miles 
from Church House in Birmingham, 
alluding to the substantial dimensions of 
the archdiocese spanning the Staffordshire 
Moorlands in the north to the banks of 
the Thames. Unlike our previous priest Fr. Paul Martin 
who succeeded in making the refurbishment of the 
shrine a goal of his four years in the parish, Archbishop 
Bernard made his pilgrimage by car in a couple of 
hours on a very sunny and peaceful spring morning. 
By contrast Fr. Paul undertook an 11-day pilgrim walk 
from Walsingham, Norfolk to Caversham (186 miles 
in all) not only raising monies, but also making clear 
the spiritual and physical purposes of pilgrimage (see 
Caversham Bridge, July 2017). At its heart pilgrimage 
is a journey and ‘movement of the mind’ as much as 
‘movement of the feet and legs’ so contrasting one 
with another is not more than that.

But there can be no doubt about the joy and pleasure 
in the parish to receive our Archbishop (whose visits 
to the South are less frequent than he would like them 
to be) not only to celebrate the Eucharist but to dedicate the shrine. His arrival prefaced a 

momentous moment, which over the previous four years 
had been marked by inspiration, thought, discussion, 
physical planning and design, artistic creation, a project 
management cycle, parish participation and fundraising, 
completion of preparatory works (damp control in the 
shrine chapel!) and then artistic implementation in 
summer 2017. As the artist, Marcelo Lavallen, worked 
long days at the paint face, the parish looked on 
and snatched an occasional glimpse in anticipation. 
Then in August 2017 all was revealed and a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for the Renovation of the Shrine of Our 
Lady of Caversham was held on Friday 8th September 
(see Caversham Bridge, October 2017).

To assist the congregation to participate in the 
dedication our parish secretary, Lis Leddy, produced 
an elegant service order booklet, which continues a 

practice established by our parish priest Mgr. Fr. Patrick Daly. The richness of the Dedication 
liturgy, as well as those for other feasts and festivals of the church, can not only be participated 
in the moment of worship but also digested and shared reflectively afterwards. Lis also formed 
an appendix to the booklet of artistic notes which Marcelo Lavellen had prepared during 
his work on the shrine. The iconography of the Bridge mural in the apse and the Palm Tree 
decoration on the wall panels is made clear in the notes. And, above the archway entrance 
to the Shrine itself is a brilliant Tree of Jesse which projects visually out into the church itself. 
These notes will find their way to the parish website in good time. 

The Roman Catholic mass is a structured liturgy, but one that allows additional elements 
to take their place within its form, and the potential for the musical element to play its 

part in worship and 
celebration is significant 
and enriching. There 
are hymns for the 
congregation, chants 
and plainsong for the 
Gloria, Responsorial 
Psalm, the Sanctus 
and the Lord’s Prayer 
as well as an anthem 
after the Communion. 
The parish is blessed 
with a choir that leads 
and supports the 
musical enrichment. 
The Dedication cere-
mony followed the 
readings from scripture 
(the Liturgy of the 
Word) and before the 

Liturgy of the Eucharist (the culmination  of the Roman Catholic worship).  The Archbishop 
accompanied by fellow clergy and servers moved from the high altar to the Shrine chapel. The 
shrine was incensed, the Archbishop pronounced prayers of blessing and lit the altar candle 
in the shrine. With the overall celebration of the Eucharistic liturgy and the whole mass, the 
Dedication of the Shrine of Our Lady of Caversham is not only a ‘jewel event’, but also the 
proper beginning of a new phase of pilgrimage and worship of one of Britain’s major shrines.

The Archbishop used his homily not only to greet us all formally on the occasion but to 
set this shrine dedication in its fuller and wider context. His message that Mary accompanied 
Jesus not only in her familial role as his Mother, but as a disciple in his spiritual mission on 
earth and then in the final days between Resurrection and Ascension is significant. At this 
time the lectionary is focused on the Acts of the Apostles and reading this in context of Mary’s 
role in Jesus’ life on earth and then in the early development of the Christian church provides 
insight and matter for thought.

As is customary at these events we were able to gather afterwards in the Cenacle. Father 
Patrick then revealed his’ surprise’ to the parish. Father had commissioned a portrait of our 
Archbishop to be displayed in the church and by the same artist gifted a smaller portrait of his 
Grace for display in Birmingham. Words of thanks were given, and refreshments served: just 
like any other post Sunday mass, but actually rather different and very special for the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Caversham.                                                                                              Stephen A. Roberts

Dedication of the Shrine of 
Our Lady of Caversham

  ‘Panorama of the Shrine of Our Lady of 
  Caversham’

  ‘Archbishop blesses the shrine’

‘Mgr. Fr. Patrick Daly with altar 
services await’

‘The Archbishops’ portrait for 
the church is unveiled’

  ‘This Archbishops’ portrait  
  will hang in Birmingham’



Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
St Andrews
Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk
Revd Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834
Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Revd Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Revd Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk
METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. 
Tel: 947 2223
Revd D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Revd Colin Baker
Church office tel 0118 954 5353
Email: secretary@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk
GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue. 
Tel: 947 1787. 
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, Sonning Com-
mon
Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX
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TALKING POINT
by Mgr Patrick H Daly

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am	 Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
	 Sundays)
	 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am	 Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
	 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm	 Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am	 Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am	 All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am	 Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
	 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
  8.00am	 The Eucharist
10.00am 	 Parish Eucharist (Sung)
	 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am	 The Eucharist first Sunday BCP
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am	 Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am	 Parish Communion
  9.30am 	 COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

Riverside Church(Reading)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am	 Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
	 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
	 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street
10.30am 	 Morning Worship each Sunday
6.30pm 	 House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
	 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm 	 Messy Church – for all the family
	 Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am 	 Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)

St Michaels, Sonning Common
5.30pm	 Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am	 (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am	 Sunday School
11.00am	 Divine Worship
  6.00pm	 Evening Service

SUNDAY 
SERVICES

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the July 2018 issue should be sent to 
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by 
Monday 4th June. The date for the August 2018 issue is Monday 
2nd July. Email address is editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the July 2018 issue should be sent to Mr A 
Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday 
1st June. The date for the August 2018 issue is Friday 29th June. 
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND 
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS	
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

I am familiar with Caversham Bridge since my first day at Our Lady & 
St. Anne.  Given that I arrived in Reading by train, it was impossible for 
me to get to 2 South View Avenue without crossing the Thames.  This 
newspaper is named after the town’s principal landmark.  Its vocation is 
to keep people informed about what is going on in the town and in the 
various Christian communities in particular.  In the case of Caversham, 
the bridge is the gate of entry into the town; once you have crossed 
the bridge, you are here.  

It is also the gateway to Reading, a bigger city with which we have so 
many ties.  Were it not for the bridge, communication with our neighbours 
the other side of the river would be much more difficult.  Caversham 
Bridge links the Catholic dioceses of Birmingham and Portsmouth, 
particularly necessary for me, given that I have priestly duties in two 
deaneries in the two separate dioceses.  Some of the most magnificent 
engineering constructions in the world are bridges: the Clifton Bridge in 
Bristol, the Sydney Harbour Bridge, the Golden Gate in San Francisco 
or the new bridge linking Copenhagen and Malmö at the entrance to 
the Baltic.  There are bridges which played a very important role in 
history: the Milvian Bridge to the north of Rome where Constantine won 
the imperial crown, the Charles Bridge in Prague from which St. John 
Nepomuk, patron of confessors, was thrown into the River Vitava for 
refusing to reveal the confessional secrets of his penitent the Queen of 
Bohemia, or the bridge on the River Kwai.  Bridges connect people.  

When nations or peoples are in dispute, we often say it is essential 
to build bridges.  We talk of negotiations between couples at odds, 
between employers and employees in an industrial dispute, or between 
countries at war as bridge-building exercises.  It is significant that on 
each Euro note we find a viaduct, aqueduct or bridge: the European 
project is about linking nations together, enabling people to move 
freely, assisting those of different languages to communicate.  One of 
the titles given to the Pope and taken over from the Roman Emperor 
was pontifex maximus, the supreme bridge-builder.  And the Pope so 
frequently reconciles parties who are at odds within the Church as well 
as reaching out to other denominations and the family of nations to 
bring them together and facilitate communication with one another.  

The (re)construction of a bridge is often a powerful exercise in 
reconciliation: the old bridge in Mostar, destroyed in 1990 in the Balkan 
conflict and restored in 2004 as a UNESCO protected monument 
is but one eloquent recent example.  This meandering reflection on 
bridges suggests that the title of this newspaper is singularly apposite.  
It nods in the direction of Caversham’s most significant monument.  It 
provides a pathway between people who are secure in their different 
identities but desire to share more of what they have in common.  It links 
diverse individuals and groups and, above all, it is itself an exercise in 
bridge-building across a multi-cultural community, because it informs, 
it explains and it is inspired by a dedication to Him who prayed “that 
they may all be one.”

Mgr Patrick H. Daly
Parish Priest Our Lady & St. Anne
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God helps a family
When the stream had dried up, God wanted Elijah to move into a 
town. “I have asked a woman there to look after you,” he said.
Elijah found the woman gathering sticks of wood to make a fire. 
“Please would you bring me a cup of water to drink and some 
bread to eat?” Elijah asked her.
“I’m sorry,” the woman answered, “but I’ve only got a handful of 
flour and a little olive oil. I’m going to make a fire and bake one 
loaf for me and my little boy, and then we will have nothing else 
left to eat.”
Elijah said, “I promise you everything will be all right. Go home, 
make some bread and give me a small piece of it. God has 
promised that you will always have enough flour and oil to make 
more bread. He will never let you and your son go hungry.” 
And God did make sure they had enough food to eat.
     1 Kings 17:8–16 
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It has been over three months since the new 
Caversham bus timetable came into effect on 
19 February 2018.  The impact of the new Red 
22 route and reduced frequency has been felt by 
many residents.

Concerned of Caversham was formed by 
concerned residents on the first day of the 
Reading Buses Caversham consultation back in 
October 2017, with the aim of raising awareness 
of these changes, and has worked tirelessly to see 
Caversham residents treated fairly and equally.  

Reading Buses have pointed out the routes 
in Caversham have not been making money for 
many years.  However, the largest population of 
over 65s living in Reading reside in Caversham, 
and they quite rightly use their concessionary 
bus pass, along with a large number of school 
children travelling on half fare. There is an 
issue country wide regarding the rebate for all 
concessionary bus passes and the effect it has 
on bus companies. However, Reading Buses 
is different to many other bus companies: it 
is not privately owned but is a municipal bus 
company, owned by Reading Borough Council.  
It is our understanding that Reading Buses can 
redistribute their profits (which currently stand in 
excess of £1m per annum) from the rest of their 
routes to ensure all Reading Borough residents 
have an acceptable and accessible bus service. 
We have pointed this out to Reading Buses on 
many occasions. Reading Borough Council can 
step in to mediate on this should they have the 
will, but this does not appear to have occurred to 
date, despite our continued presence in Council 

Caversham buses: red route 22 update

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

Office Units
to Let

Central 
Caversham
161 to 455 sq ft

For more information email:

nigel@ctmparish.org.uk

committee meetings and submitting questions. 
Emails sent to many elected councillors have not 
received a reply.  The only councillors who have 
responded directly to the issues regarding the 
issues facing residents living along the 22 route 
have been Isobel Ballsdon and Ed Hopper: the 
lack of response by others is very disappointing.  

A summary of changes to the Red 22 service
The off peak service has been reduced to one an 

hour which has also regularly experienced delays 
and the peak service which used to run every 
20 – 30 minutes has gaps of 40 minutes during 
the key commuting time where a frequent and 
reliable service is required. When Reading Buses 
announced the conclusion to the consultation, 
a cut of almost 50% to the rebranded Red 22 
Bus was going to be imposed. Concerned of 
Caversham worked tirelessly to persuade Reading 
Buses to recognise the cuts were too deep and 
has been successful in ensuring more buses are 
returned to the service. However, the cut is still 
20% of the previous level.  Cuts to the service 
have been made worse by frequent breakdowns, 
terminated buses and vulnerable residents left 
stranded in all weathers.  

Deficiences in the service and impacts on users
We have been grateful to MP Matt Rodda’s 

team for taking up the plight of individual 
residents directly with Reading Buses along with 
issues reported to Concerned of Caversham.  It 
is disappointing despite assurances from Reading 
Buses to Concerned of Caversham and Matt Rodda 
personally that the return of some peak buses 
promised to the timetable has not materialised. 
We would request residents continue to raise 
issues faced with the buses to Matt Rodda’s team 
by emailing mattroddampoffice@gmail.com and 
copy in concernedofcaversham@gmail.com along 
with Customerservices@Reading-Buses.co.uk

Since the timetables came into effect on 19 
February Concerned of Caversham have reported 
over 100 serious incidents to Reading buses 
including breakdowns, terminated buses, and 
incidents with vulnerable residents. These 
incidents exclude the times the buses have 
run behind schedule which has been a daily 
occurrence across the timetable.   It is clear that 
the long route has at least three pinch points 
which have been causing delays at each end and 
in the centre of Reading.  If the buses were run 
at the frequency they were previously then the 
effect of late running or terminated buses felt 
by residents would not be felt so harshly. A 20% 
reduction means that a great many residents are 
being affected negatively at all times of the day.  
The practice of sending a duplicate bus to cover 
for delays and overcrowding is not sustainable 
and was not necessary in the pre-consultation 
timetable! The ‘red’ branding promise has 
been repeatedly broken with a very mixed fleet 
deployed to the 22 route. The digital information 
display’s and voice announcement are no longer 
consistently provided.

Throughout all our communication with 
Reading Buses we have looked to provide 
suggestions from a passenger’s angle, whilst 
also taking on board the challenges Reading 
Buses face.  We have continued to put forward 
workable solutions to Reading Buses over the 
past few months and we hope they will listen.  At 

the time of going to print further alternative suggestions have been put 
to them to secure the return of the peak buses promised.  A cut of 20% 
to the service is unwarranted. We continue to press Reading Buses to pay 
attention to passenger needs and points of view.

Fiona, on behalf of Concerned of Caversham



967 7033
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk

RG9 R&A � 29www.roundandabout.co.uk

0118 967 7033
info@carter-electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk

‘‘ ‘‘

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical
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Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,

Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,

Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,

General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna CITY & GUILD MECP & EITB (ENG)

Tel: 07778 340 444 / 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caversham Bridge – 2 cols x 6 = 16.50/month for 12 months – Total £198.00 
Start January 2018 

 
 
 
Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated 
servers, Websites and domain names. 

Low cost packages available 
Also available a range of Two-way radio 
equipment and Church AV equipment. 

 

Call 0118 954 5368 
Email: apj1media.sales@apj1.org 

www.apj1.org 

 On Saturday April 14th Revd. David Jenkins 
produced and directed an evening of wonderful 
music.   David is very talented in being able to sing 
and play the piano at the same time. He also writes 
his own music.  One piece was a Wedding March 
which he had composed for a friend.

 David fits in two or three ‘World Premiéres’ 
during each concert and we are lucky to be hearing 
those compositions for the very first time. 

 We were treated to a trip to the theatre stopping 
off at West End musicals, where we enjoyed familiar 
favourite songs.

 David was joined by two young musicians, Rachel 
Scarlett (soprano and flautist), and Renato Fonseca 
(flautist).  Rachel sang Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
‘Wishing you were somehow here again’ from 
‘Phantom of the Opera’, ‘I dreamed a dream’ from 
“Les Miselable”, plus other delights from classical 
composers such as Bizet and Puccini. 

CLEAN
GREEN
L I V I N G

We use only 100% natural 
ingredients

in our cleaning products.

WWW.CLEANGREENLIVING.CO.UK
07487 254018 / 07487 262810

Domestic & Commercial Cleaners of Caversham & Reading

Concert success at Gosbrook 
Road Methodist Church

Renato played the flute 
with David and Rachel in 
various pieces adding to the 
pleasure of the evening. A 
favourite was ‘Gabriel’s Oboe’ 
written by Ennio Morricone. 
Renato also played some 
pieces written especially for 
him by a Brazilian friend.  

Refreshments were 
enjoyed in the interval when 
David’s CD’s of music he had 
written were on sale.  The 

concert raised money for The 
ODA School in Cambodia, 
where children are given 
an education, a safe place 
to live, plus health care. 
£430 was raised during the 
evening.  

Many thanks to Revd. 
David Jenkins for producing, 
directing and organising 
such an excellent concert.  It 
was a joy to be there.  

Eunice Cooper

THE CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS SOCIETY
April saw the end of this season’s formal lectures for the Society with two 

fascinating talks. These were all the better because a new sound system made 
everything so much clearer. 

The first talk, on 4th April, entitled ‘Treasure beneath our feet’ was given by 
James Mather, a keen metal detector. James took us through how he became 
interested in metal detecting 25 years ago; how the hobby is regulated by the 
Treasure Act of 1996; and how any finds of significance have to be recorded by 
one of 38 Government appointees. Most of the time finds consist of odd coins, 
some of which may be centuries old, some relatively recent, axe heads, agricultural 
equipment and the like. If gold or silver is found this must be reported to a coroner 
within 14 days to assess its value and to see if any museum is interested. If 
not, the finds are returned to the finder.  However, what sets our speaker apart 
is that one day in October 2015, as he was thinking of packing up and going 
home after 5 hours walking up and down a farmer’s field near Watlington, his 
detector suddenly went wild. He realised that he had discovered a large hoard 
of silver coins. He covered his find, alerted the farmer and made contact with a 
Government assessor. It turned out that the find was not only valuable, [about £1.5 
million], but of great historical importance. The find consisted of 200 Anglo-Saxon 
silver coins, 15 silver ingots and 7 items of jewelry. They were dated to between 
875 and 880 AD and are the first Viking hoard to be found in Oxfordshire on the 
edge of King Alfred’s Wessex and Mercia. The Watlington Hoard can be viewed in 
the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. 

The final talk was also based around Oxford since Dr Simon Wenham enthralled 
us with the ‘History of Salters Steamers’ dating back to 1836. Simon had taken a 
summer vacation job working for Salters when he discovered a mass of documents 
of all sorts hidden away in boxes. As he began to look into these he became so 
intrigued that he went on to write his doctoral thesis on the Salter family which 

is still involved with providing passenger boat trips on 
the river Thames though less so than in earlier years. 
Salters is one of the oldest family firms in Oxford. The 
firm made its name by providing the boats used in the 
Oxford-Cambridge Boat Race from its inception in the 
mid-1800s. Between 1857 and 1976 Salters had the 
most successful wooden boats on the Thames and in 
1893 they owned over 900 boats! Many of these were 
used by Londoners going up the river for a weekend’s 
leisure of camping. Such activities were made famous 
by Lewis Caroll and K.Jerome. At one stage over 
300 boats were being built each year. These ranged 
from skiffs to passenger barges, paddle steamers to 
boat houses, some of which can still be seen. Some 
vessels were used as ambulance ships in both world 
wars.  Such was the firm’s reputation that they began 
exporting globally to Europe and the Empire, especially 
India. One large paddle steamer was even used by 
the Baptist Mission Society in the Congo. The firm 
also developed hydroplanes in the 1920s and ‘30s, a 
regular timetable and a Guide to the Thames. Simon’s 
enthusiasm and range of knowledge left the audience 
much wiser and also eager to learn more!
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

  Commercial and Domestic Installations

  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  

  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.
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www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.
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elecicalTel: 0118 907 6266

www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

Hundreds of people streamed into 
Reading Minster for the annual Service 
of Remembrance organised by funeral 
Directors A.B. Walker.

Light shone through the stained-glass 
windows, as young and old gathered 
together for the moving service which was 
led by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Andrew Proud.

Those attending included Richard 

Hundreds gather for Annual 
Service of Remembrance

Bennett, Deputy Lieutenant of the Royal County of Berkshire.  
The readings were read by Janice Walker and also by Mel Bloor.  
Candles were lit in memory of loved ones who had died.

Director, Julian Walker, said: “We know that for many people 
the funeral is just the start of the emotional journey. Our annual 
Service of Remembrance is an opportunity for those who have 
been bereaved to be with others who have also lost a loved one. 
I hope that those who attended will have gained comfort and 
inspiration for the coming months.”

A.B. Walker offer access to the Link Bereavement Care Course.  
Anyone in Berkshire and South Oxfordshire who has been bereaved 
and feels they can benefit can apply to go on a six-week group 
course.  The Link was set up in partnership with the charity Cruse 
Bereavement Care and the programme is free of charge.

Anyone who would like more details about The Link Bereavement 
Care Group can contact Melissa Walker at support@abwalker.
co.uk or on 957 3650

Mel Bloor and Janice Walker The Right Reverend Andrew 
Proud who led the service

Hundreds of people attended the service.



51 

Page 6																		                                   CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JUNE 2018

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

Back in 1955 I was “dedicated” into the Salvation Army 
as a baby and attended along with my four older brothers. 
My eldest brother played in Reading Central Boys Band 
as a youngster, but I went to Caversham hall up until it 
closed. My earliest memories were at the Sunday School 
which I attended with my father Fred Smith. We would 
often walk but as an upwardly mobile family the tandem 
bicycle and side car would come out with Dad steering 
and one of my older brothers peddling in the rear and the 
rest of us in the sidecar. 

The hall stood 
back from the 
edge of the road 
in Prospect St 
on the left side 
as you come 
down from the 
traffic lights it’s a 
restaurant today. 
In the front was an 
‘air raid’ shelter 
made of brick and 

concrete surrounded by shrubs and trees which we would 
often hide in. The main door was on the right hand side 
and you came through into the hall with several rows of 
chairs on either side of the aisle with a coal stove near the 
front with a railing around it and a metal chimney going 

Caversham Salvation Army
(Part 1 of 3)

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overhaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?

Reliable Service

• One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

• Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

• Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

 

10 Church Street, Caversham,Reading, RG4 8DZ 
Telephone: 0118 947 6666 

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk 

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and 
reliable nurses and care workers to support clients in their 
own homes. 
 
We are recruiting for experienced care workers to join 
our professional and friendly team. We offer excellent 
pay, generous mileage and flexible hours to suit. 

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
 domiciliary care in the local area

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home 
services, helping others & supporting them to continue independent and 

fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of  their own homes.

Please call one of  our Care Managers if  you are looking for someone to 
provide company and a little help in the house, or assistance with personal 

care or medication.

Telephone 0118 947 6666 www.gardinersnursing.co.uk
10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ

up through the roof. Dad would often arrive early to get 
if fired up during the winter with the coal bunker around 
the back next to the outside toilet. There was a small 
raised platform with the ‘Penitent form’ in front ready for 
sinners to repent. The front end had a small kitchen with 
large metal tea pots and kettles for the making of those 
‘Army cups of tea’ which they are so famous for around 
the world.

Brig Tilney and Mrs were the officers for a number of 
years and lived in Mayfield drive like us. They officiated at 
all the regular meetings. The Tilney’s were very traditional 
Officers always impeccably attired and full of the ‘Fire and 
Blood” required in any of the many Corps they had served 
in. He had a walking stick and was of stocky build often 
seen walking the dashound dog. Mrs was very prim and 
proper and liked everything just so. As you can imagine 
with older brothers they found this irritating and recall the 
laughter when she accidently cut through the cable on 
the Christmas tree whilst removing some small gifts to 
children only to blow the fuse and get a slight shock. On 
one occasion my brother made a funny remark to me and 
I started giggling to which Mrs Tilney came and sat next to 
me and putting her arm around my shoulder in an attempt 
to calm my laughter but made me chuckle even more and 
I was asked to stand outside to calm myself. She told my 
Dad that I’d become hysterical but luckily Dad saw the 
funny side of it although I was told in no uncertain terms 
not to repeat the episode again. 

At Sunday school we 
would be in groups covering 
the various biblical events 
and learning a text at the 
end. Another of my brothers 
Keith was a very good artist 
and at the back of the hall during a long somewhat 
boring evening meeting her drew a picture of one lady 
who always attended the meetings wearing a hat which 
looked like a wooden fruit bowl, this in its self was not 
that illuminating other than he did it in the back of a song 
book. Well it took some time before it was discovered and 
could only be one person, so the balloon went up and Dad 
called to explain his vandalism. Dad pointed out that it 
was a superb sketch and wondered if perhaps Keith could 
be asked to draw each member of the congregation in 
each book for posterity, but the Officers were having none 
of it and he was duly reprimanded. 

Now I mentioned my Dad who was CSM, but my 
Mum had many roles at Caversham but when I was 18 
months old she contracted rheumatoid arthritis and was 
confined to bed for 23 months during which time I had to 
do everything to assist her as Dad worked in London and 
my brothers were all at school. Dressing, washing, turning 
taps on filing kettles were all very difficult so we had to 
work as a team. My Mum Ruth eventually got more mobile 
and despite her fingers being deformed she continued to 
play the piano and this is a very important ability in any 
church if you want musical accompaniment. Mum was 
home league treasurer, so we attended the meetings and 
although Mum was not sixty plus (nor was I) at the Over 
Sixties we both went to them also as she played the piano 
there as well. Mum organised everything from ‘specials’ 
speakers who would come to meetings to talk about all 
manner of things and all the outings involving coach trips 
to the coast, mystery tours, strawberry teas in Tadley 
etc which would always end up at a Salvation Army Hall 
for tea. As we did not have a phone the arrangements 
involved Mum and I going around to the phone box in 
Chiltern Rd where she would contact the various corps 
and sort the details out then confirm in writing. These trips 
were really enjoyed by all especially me, but I wonder if 
anyone ever realised just how much work went on behind 
the scenes by my Mum. Although I do not possess my 
parent’s musical abilities Dad with the cornet, piano, 

Coley Park House 15.11.1970’
‘Bath Road approach to Coley Park House 
c. 1900’

OPEN GARDEN DAY
84 Albert Road, Caversham

Saturday 30 June, 2-5pm
Lovely local garden with 

unusual flowering shrubs &
plants….and Mayan temples!

Entry/tea, cakes and more
 Min. £1.50, for charity

(if rain, postponed to Sun 1st July)

Proceeds to St. Mungo’s homeless charity

organ. I was highly trained by my Mum in turning the pages of the music books whilst 
she played the piano. I would wait for the raised eyebrow to prepare and nod to turn the 
page but concentration had to be uppermost as the page sometimes had to turn back 
for a repeat chorus. This meant standing out the front in meetings even funerals. I think 
it was the funeral of Mr Smith the retired park keeper from Westfield Road who used to 
live in the terraced houses in Gosbrook Rd near St John’s Church. They put a put another 
door inside the hall with a little corridor to make it warmer, but it gave the undertakers a 
very tricky manoeuvre getting in. 

Mr & Mrs Smith were lovely people and Mum, Dad and 
little me would call into see them on Sunday evenings after 
the meeting as we would catch the bus from Washington 
Rd sometimes. Dad would have long conversations with 
Mr Smith about the WW1 and the horrendous nature of 
war fare combined with the consequences of ridiculous 

decision making. He had also been gassed. The Smiths had the most beautiful garden 
with a colour second to none during the summer. Another officer at Caversham was Fred 
King who lived in Marshlands Square and after a meeting one day a Salvationist from 
another corps  watched as Mr King walked up the aisle in a slightly military fashion and 
this fellow said Fred would you like to come and talk about your war time experiences at 
our Over Sixties Club to which he replied “I’ve spent the last twenty years trying to forget 
them” I had the pleasure of speaking with him several times later in life and he was a 
smashing chap. Another retired officer Colonel Calvert who in lived Oakley Rd was at one 
meeting where everyone was asked to say what hymn they would like sung and why it 
was their favourite. He got up and said in a very loud voice ‘To God be the glory GREAT 
things he hath done’ with an emphasis on the great. Major Bunker a very small lady who 
lived in Kidmore Road but her whole life was ‘witnessing for Jesus’ and to that effect had 
a sign on the gate saying ‘Jesus Saves’.  Sissy Miles lived in Oxford St Caversham. As 
with all Corps they would have ‘Open Air’ meetings and today I often chuckle as I would 
not wish to stand in the middle of Chester St or Oxford St today as you really would be 
putting your life in danger. I have a picture taken by my father which has Brig Tilney 
with his ‘Squeese box’ accompanied by a group of Salvationist from another Corps.  I 
remember when they put yellow lines down one side of Prospect St to assist traffic flow 
which would be non-existent by today’s standards!

Graham Smith, Mayfield Drive, Caversham
(Part 2 will appear in the next edition)
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The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 News
 Events
 Business listings
 Jobs
 Clubs
 Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

    makes

PIANO LESSONS 

Available from an 

experienced teacher, 

ex-concert pianist. 

All levels taught. 

Your house or mine 

(Steinway grand) 

Anna: 07568 377731  

HEMDEAN  HOUSE  SCHOOL
In

Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 7SD,  Tel:  0118 9472590 
e-mail: office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk,   web-site: www.hemdeanhouse.co.uk

Independent day school

for boys and girls, 3 -11 years 

The small school with big expectations

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

From the Lookout Post
CADRA AGM 17 April 2018

As part of the brief AGM business, Helen Lambert, 
CADRA Chair reported on another busy year for 
the CADRA committee. This included work on 
Planning, Conservation Areas, Traffic and Transport 
and Police and Safety. 2017 marked fifty years since 
the founding of the association. The special edition 
of the newsletter is still available at  http://www.
cadra.org.uk/en/CADRA-Newsletters on the newly 
revamped CADRA website.

Following the 
AGM, Sue Holden, 
Chief Officer of the 
Conservation Board 
explained the important 
challenges facing the 
Chilterns Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 
The AONB is a protected landscape, comprising 

833 square kms of very special countryside, running 
from Caversham’s northern edge to beyond 
Luton.  Sue started by outlining what makes the 
area unique: its chalk 
geology, overlain by 
clay, which creates its 
rolling landscape, its mix 
of chalk grasslands and 
woods. It is one of the 
most densely wooded 
parts of the UK, with nearly 22% woodland cover, of 
which two thirds is ancient woodland - the highest 
proportion in the country. It also has over 700 ha 
of nationally-important chalk grassland. Its chalk 
streams are internationally important as a special 
and fragile ecology. But these ecological treasures 
are surrounded by urban areas which put the area 
under great pressure for recreation: it receives 55 
million leisure visits a year and includes over 2000 

km of rights of way.
The area is under 

threat, both natural 
and man-made.  
Sue described the 
landscape changes 
and losses over the 
past century and 

current threats such as ash die-back disease.  The 
biggest threat, however, is from development. Such 
a beautiful area lying so close to London, with the 
huge need for new homes, is under constant pressure 
for development.  This is a problem not only within 
the AONB but, critically, in the views from it, which 
are so essential to its character. Pressure also comes 
from infrastructure, such as HS2, which will have a 
huge impact. 

The Chilterns and Cotswolds are the two AONBs 
with their own statutory Conservation Boards, 
whose role is to work with their Local Authority 
partners to try to reconcile these pressures. Their 
role is:

• to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of
   the AONB; 
• to increase the understanding and enjoyment 
   of the special qualities of the AONB.
Sue closed by outlining some of the Board’s 

projects, many of them funded by the National 
Lottery.  These include the long-term and successful 
Chalk Streams Project, to manage and enhance this 
great asset; and the Chilterns Woodland Project, to 
promote the good management of local woods and 
raise awareness of their history, archaeology and 
wildlife.  

A new and exciting project is ‘Beacons of the 
Past’ – a Heritage Lottery-funded project which 
will use airborne ground radar to identify Hill Forts 
throughout the AONB and is likely to reveal many 
previously-undiscovered ones. This needs match 

funding to get it under way, so following a vote of 
thanks the retiring collection of £134 was donated 
to this. 

More information on the Board’s work can be 
found at www.chilternsaonb.org

Lampstands on Caversham Bridge
If you look closely at the bronze lampstands on 

Caversham Bridge, 
you will see that 
they are marked 
‘Bromsgrove.’ The 
Bromsgrove Guild 
of Applied Arts, 
founded in 1898, 
was a company of 
modern artists and designers which grew out of the 
Bromsgrove School of Art. It was associated with 
the Arts and Craft movement. The guild worked in 

metal, wood, plaster, bronze, 
tapestry, glass and other 
mediums.  

In 1901 the metal 
workshop was expanded, 
with representatives of 
the Guild based across 
the country. In 1905 the 
Guild was commissioned to 
provide railings and gates 
enclosing Buckingham Palace 
and the Queen Victoria 
Memorial. The project was 
completed in 1908 and the 

Guild received a Royal Warrant.
During the 1920s the metalwork department 

was producing decorative pieces in a wide variety 
of materials (bronze, iron and lead) as well as 
name plates and memorial tablets. Towards the 
end of the decade the firm became involved in the 
production of standardized goods including: signs, 
gates, rails, casements, canopies, memorial plaques, 
ecclesiastical objects, sundials, pendant light fittings, 
etc. 

Although seriously affected by the depression in 
the 1930s, the Guild continued much longer than 
many other Arts and Crafts companies and finally 
closed in 1966.

Reading and Caversham Bridges were planned in 
1913, but work stopped for the duration of the First 
World War. Caversham Bridge was opened in 1926 so 
it seems likely that the lampstands were produced in 
the 1920s. Given the many famous works produced 
by the Guild, including the Liverpool Liver Birds, 
Caversham is in good company!

We have not yet identified a maker’s mark on 
the lampstands on Reading Bridge, unless you know 
otherwise?

St Peter’s Conservation Area
The consultation on St Peter’s Conservation Area, 

undertaken last summer showed overwhelming 
support for the proposals which included extending 
the boundary to include, Bridge Street and 
Caversham Bridge as well as Church Street, up to 
and including the Telephone Exchange and Priory 
Avenue Surgery. The Conservation Area Advisory 
Committee formally submitted the re-appraisal to 
the Council in December. Following discussions, the 
Planning Officers have given their support to the 
proposals which will be considered by the Strategic 
Environment, Planning and Transport Committee 
on 2 July 2018. A statutory consultation will follow, 
and it is hoped the re-appraisal with the extended 
area can be adopted by the end of the year. CADRA 
expects to have more details on their stand at the 
Church Fete in Caversham Court Gardens on 14 July 
2018.
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Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your 
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised 
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care 

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

Need help with tasks other
than personal care?

Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering
Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years’ experience in social care. Insured and DBS 
checked.
Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

MOBILE  MOWER  SERVICING
 Professional and Domestic machines 

serviced / repaired at your  
home or workplace

Collection & Delivery service 
also available

  ALL MAKES – ALL MODELS

Over 20 years experience
 

 Contact:  Adrian Davies
0118 375 9815 / 07598 800298

www.montysmobilemowers.co.uk

Garage wanted 
for rent

At least 16 x 8ft or 
5 x 2.5m

To house vintage car
Regular access required

Phone Anne: 
07887 750721

or
car@annegarrison.

co.uk

ENVIRONMENT

MALLOW
Common Mallow starts flowering this month and continues to 

flower well into the autumn.  The flowers are large, colourful and 
attractive, and in the past the leaves and roots have been used as 
food and as medicine.  The English name for the plant has been in 
use since Anglo-Saxon times, and has found its way into literature.  
Tennyson, in his poem, The Brook, wrote about “many a fairy 
foreland set with willow-weed and mallow,” whilst John Clare, the 
poet of the countryside, remembered:
		  Then sitting down when school was o’er
		  Upon the threshold of the door,
		  Picking from mallows, sport to please,
		  The crumpled seed we called a cheese.

The round and flattened seed-capsules of mallow were thought 
to look like tiny cheeses, giving rise to such popular names for the 
plant as ‘bread and cheese’ and ‘fairy cheese.’  Children once ate the 
seed-capsules, and it was reckoned that they tasted like monkey-
nuts.  Many of today’s children probably think that cheeses are 
oblong, and come vacuum packed, and probably don’t know what 
monkey-nuts are either. For me as a child, whole cheeses, piled 
up on the grocer’s counter, seemed enormous, and a common 
simile for a hat or cap which was too small was that it was ‘like 
a pippin on a cheese.’  Just before Christmas, in Cheshire, some of 
the cheeses sported rosettes, to denote prize-winners at the local 
cheese show.

Archaeological evidence suggests that the Roman legionaries 
sent to Britannia during the occupation actually cooked and ate 
mallow as a vegetable, and the soothing properties of its juices 
once made it a constituent of poultices and ointments. Nicholas 
Culpepper, the 17th-century herbalist, listed a host of complaints 
which mallow could cure – wounds, bruises, shortness of breath, 
wheezing, chin-cough (whooping-cough), morphew (scurvy), the 
king’s evil (scrofula), and excoriation of the guts.

Other kinds of mallow you might find round Caversham are the 
Musk Mallow, and the Dwarf Mallow.  The flowers of the former 
give off their musky scent especially if they are brought indoors 
and put in water.  And because of its short stature and sprawling 
habit, the Dwarf Mallow tends to live up to its Latin name, Malva 
neglectum.

The two you probably won’t see are those which tend to grow 
round the coast – the Tree Mallow and the Marsh Mallow.

Marsh Mallows aren’t just something you buy from the sweet 
shop, which you can toast over an open flame, float on a cup of 
coffee, or just eat as they come. There was a time when the Marsh 
Mallow plant played a major part in a minor industry.  People were 
paid to go out to the marshes of the Thames estuary to dig up 
the roots of the Marsh Mallow for the London confectioners. The 
resulting sweetmeats were for the wealthy only. During the 19th 
century, cheaper substitutes were found, and whether what you 
can buy in the shops now is in any way derived from the plant I 
very much doubt!                                                           Happy Wanderer

The Dawn Chorus: 
6th May 2018

Sunrise happens every day!  But, the early 
morning May sunlight slanting through soft 

new green leaves 
and the sound of 
birds is magic! On 
6th May, 20 early 
risers came to 
Clayfield Copse to 
enjoy it. At 4.30 a.m. 
Mars and Venus are 
still clearly visible, 
two tawny owls are 

signing off, and a muntjac barks at us. But as 
the sky lightened the air was full of birdsong 
as we walked stopped and listened across 
the playing field, through the woods, then 
stopping for coffee and cake around the 
kettle [thank you Sandra and Steve] before 
going around the regenerating fields as 
the full sunlight reached us. One and a half 
miles, ages 7 to 70+, all abilities, absolute 
beginners to experts.

From the list of 32 ‘hearings’ there was 
a new sighting/hearing of a lesser black 
backed gull (?). 

And someone heard a shrew! My 
favourite a blue tit singing his heart out.

The most unwelcome sound was the 5am 
take off from Heathrow! Same again first 
week in May 2019! Don’t miss sunrise it is 
magical. The list can be seen on our website 
econetreading.org.uk 
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31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

experience
behind us

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals
Varifocals
Transition Reactolite 

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.

onsightoptical@btconnect.com

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

advertising@cavershambridge.org

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Advertise your Business or Event in this space

for £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958

There are no official statistics being 
gathered by Reading Borough Council to 
establish whether central Caversham is a 
pollution black spot. The worrying results 
from the four air quality test tubes that 
were installed in March by Caversham 
GLOBE group to measure the amount of 
dangerous nitrogen dioxide (NO2) per 
cubic metre (µg/m3) on local roads are: 

Church Street/Prospect St. junction
 41.18µg/m3
Church Street/Priory Avenue junction
 46.83µg/m3
On Peppard Road near the Prospect
 Street traffic lights 54.17µg/m3
Church Road/St Anne’s Road junction 
56.90µg/m3

What does this mean? It means we’re 
breathing in dangerous particles! The 
legal MEAN ANNUAL limit for nitrogen 
dioxide is 40µg/m3. As these alarming 
results are for a two-week period in 
March 2018 they are a snapshot showing 
how bad pollution is around here. 
People should be grateful to Caversham 
residents’ association (CADRA) for 
paying the cost of these four test tubes.  
Caversham GLOBE group paid for the 
first one last December that was put up 
at Church Road/St Anne’s Road junction, 
which also gave a dangerous reading of 
56.2µg/m3, so there’s consistency. 

The GLOBE group has presented these 
facts, so the information is now public. 
Residents need to decide what action 
should be taken. Evidence should be 
gathered by Reading Borough Council 
so that urgent remedial action can be 
taken.  The national campaign for clean 
air map can be seen via this link https://
friendsoftheearth.uk/ Don’t stay silent 

on this issue. It requires drastic change - but who will make it 
happen?

To find out more about GLOBE, go to www.cavershamglobe.
org.uk or see the group’s Facebook Page.  We meet monthly on 
the fourth Tuesday at 7 pm in Church House Caversham and all 
residents are welcome.

Richard Denney
May 2018

Caversham Horticultural Society
On Wednesday 24th of June come and learn about butterflies 

found in Berkshire and local efforts to save their habitats, 
when Peter Cuss of the charity Butterfly Conservation gives 
an illustrated talk. The talk will be held at Caversham Primary 
School, Hemdean Road and starts at 7.45pm. Admission cost 
for non-members is £3.00.  Refreshments available after the 
talk. 

Pollution alarm in Caversham!
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Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

• Full Replacement  •  Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
• Clearing and Cleaning • Guaranteed for 10 years 

• Full Public Liability Insured  •  Police Checked

I welcome inspection of previous work

garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing
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Caversham Solicitors
FREE ADVICE SESSIONS

of 15 minutes
First and Third Thursday of every Month

from 3.00pm to 5.15pm

Telephone 0118 947 8638

for an appointment at Caversham Solicitors Ltd,
Caversham Chambers, 51A Church Street, Caversham,

Reading RG4 8AX
in fo@cavershamsol i c i tors . co .ukw

ww.cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 30 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Attractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

Join the Caversham Rewards
programme and you’ll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when
you shop, dine and use services 
within the RG4 area. Our member
businesses include restaurants,
cafes, hairdressers, dry cleaners,
health clubs, specialist shops,
professional services and many more.

To register visit a member business directly call us on:

or sign up online at

Emmer Green
Barber Shop

Traditional and new barbering
Modest prices

Many years experience

Open: Tuesday-Friday 9am to 6pm
& Sat 9am to 5.30pm

Gents Prices
Haircut  £12 (*)

Cut, Shampoo & Finish  £20
Beard Trim  £6.50

Kids under ten £9 (Sat £10)
OAP Trim £9; Ladies OAP Trim £10

(*) £2 off Tues -Thurs 2 to 5pm

229 Peppard Road / 0118 9475856
(just across the road from Budgens)

© Photographs
by Richard

Larkin

St Peter’s has a new organ –
come and hear it !

We are delighted to announce that the new organ for St
Peter’s has been installed and commissioned.

The plans for the new organ were described in the June 2015
edition “Countdown to the New Organ at St Peter’s”. We are
now pleased to report that the building works were completed
in July and the organ installed and commissioned on schedule in
late October.

The installation went smoothly although the supplier,
Viscount Classical Organs, had difficulty removing the massive

speakers at the west end and had to cut them up in situ to
remove them!

The new speakers are virtually invisible unless you look very
hard for them. There are 10 speakers at high level under the
eaves in the Lady Chapel plus a bass speaker at ground level; two
speakers in the chancel to support the choir and the organist and
two high up towards the west end to give more support to the
congregation if required. The new main speaker location in the
Lady Chapel provides much more natural support for the choir.

The console is shorter than the previous one, but still weighs
over 250kg. Fortunately it slides relatively easily over the tiled

floor and has concealed
lifting handles 

The instrument is
fully electronic, as shown
in the console
photograph (right), but it
sounds like a traditional
pipe organ !

After installation there
is a certain amount of
tuning or “voicing” of
the instrument to adjust
every note and stop to
best suit the acoustic of
the building. This is all
done from an electronic
key pad mounted in the
console as well as by

using a sophisticated program from a laptop computer.
One of the additional advantages of moving the main speakers

is that the west end window is visible again, and we will be
considering how we can best use this space in the future. Over
the Christmas period it was a good location for a Christmas tree!

The organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt
Revd Andrew Proud, at the Confirmation service on November
22nd. We will be mounting a brass plaque on the rear of the
organ to recognise this dedication and the very generous
donations that made it possible to buy the instrument.

The purchase of the new organ was overseen by the organ
committee (Richard Larkin, Revd Mike Smith, Ian Westley,
Nigel Smith and Mary Tucker) who would like to thank
everyone who so generously contributed to the £60,000 cost of
the new instrument.

The organ committee is planning two events to celebrate the
music at St Peter’s;
• Saturday February 27th  

3.00pm:
followed by tea Organ 
Recital by Philip Aspden
(former Director of 
Music at Reading 
School),

• Sunday March 13th:
afternoon rehearsal for 
6.30pm service. Come-  
and-sing Fauré’s Req-
uiem at our Sunday 
evening service. Please 
put these dates in your 
diaries.

Bringing the new console into the church.

Voicing the instrument after
installation

West window exposed again!

The electronic wizardry inside the organ console

More details are available on our web site:
www.stpetercaversham.org.uk

Richard Larkin -  Chairman, Organ Committee

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk

 

 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please call for up-to-date availability 

 

 

Shiplake, Henley on Thames, Oxfordshire, RG9 4DN 
For more informa�on email: office.3810@shiplake.oxon.sch.uk 

 or telephone 0118 940 2024 

www.shiplakeprimary.org.uk 

 

S 

  Shiplake Church of England 
 Primary School 

Headteacher  :  Mrs Katherine Page-Howie MA.Ed, BA (Hons), PGCE, NPQH 
‘Explicit Chris�an values, understood and used by everyone, create a successful learning environment in which  

children are nurtured in their academic and personal development’ SIAMS December 2016  

 

Are you looking for a Recep�on Class place for September 2018?   
Shiplake Primary School was ranked in the top 2% of The Telegraph’s top performing 

na�onal primary schools and was in the top 1% of schools for performance in           
mathema�cs in 2017 

Please call us to make an appointment to come and visit our school 
 

Looking for a place in another year group?  Please contact us for  
up-to-date availability 

‘The school’s ethos and values of ‘mutual respect, good behaviour and high  
academic standards within a Chris�an and moral culture’ are borne out in all aspects of your work.  Consequently, 

pupils are highly mo�vated, keen to learn and achieve well’  Ofsted December 2016 

In April Caversham Heights Townswomen’s Guild 
were in awe of Jane Windmill, who walked ‘The Length 
and Breadth of Britain’ in both fair and foul weather. Our 
ambling group managed to get as far as the Reading 
Lido for coffee and back, but we did encounter the 
foul weather!  The Social Studies group followed ‘In 
the footsteps of Shackleton’ with Mr N.Stewart and his 
lovely wildlife photographs.

Jane Austen’s connection to Reading was examined 
by Joy Pivworth at our May meeting.  Sandhurst Royal 
Military Academy by Mr Richard Sullivan was the subject 
for the Social Studies group.

Then a coffee morning was held at the home of 

Caversham Heights 
Townswomen’s Guild

ONE TO ONE
computer

training

for all ages &
abilities

using your own
computer,

laptops or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

CLUBS

Mrs Wendy Colton, and a theatre trip to see ‘Strictly 
Ballroom’ took some of us to London.  Our Luncheon 
club meets every month at a local pub/restaurant 
to enjoy a meal.  Additionally, we also have ambling, 
scrabble and cinema groups.

The Guild meet on the third Wednesday of the month 
at 2.15pm in the Woodcote room, Caversham Heights 
Methodist Church hall, 74 Highmoor Rd, Caversham.  
Any Ladies wishing to visit or join us will be very 
welcome.

Chazey WI
This April meeting was our last evening meeting. From 

May we shall meet on the first Wednesday afternoon in 
the month at 2.30 p.m. at Caversham Heights Methodist 
Church Hall on the corner of Highmoor Road and the 
Woodcote Road in Caversham Heights. 

We had a fascinating talk on shoes with lots of 
examples to look at and Margaret Keen formally thanked 
Irene Mansen, the presenter.

Tea/Coffee was served with some birthday cake 
made by Margaret Keen, and members sang Happy 
Birthday to celebrate Chazey’s birthday! 

The competition was won by Margaret Keen, second 
was Ann Jones and third was Helen Hudson. The winner 
of the year for our competitions was Valerie Wing. The 
raffle was drawn and one of our visitors won a prize! 

Our coffee morning venue was the Herb Farm 
in Sonning Common followed by lunch at the ‘Pack 
Horse’. Book Club was held at the ‘Caversham Rose’, 
the knitting club carries on knitting and the artists met 
again. 

A group of members attended the Annual Council 
Meeting of the Berkshire Federation of Women’s 
Institutes at Reading University, the guest speaker was 
Rabbi Julia Neuberger who was warmly welcomed 
by our Berkshire President and the audience. A very 
interesting and thought provoking talk followed on 
‘Combatting Loneliness’ which was very well received. 

We welcome ladies to our afternoon meetings, for 
more information email: chazeywi@gmail.com 

Rosehill WI
We were welcomed to our March meeting by our 

new president Arlene Riley, who extended greetings to 
all members and visitors present.  Arlene then said that 
the report for the April meeting was available for all to 
see.

Secretary, Mary Robinson told us that the bulb order 
forms had now been received and would need to be 
completed by 1st June if anyone was interested.  Mary 
also said that she had received a request from the RBH 
that they were desperately in need of blankets for their 
dementia patients.  Which need to be about 1m square, 
so please get knitting.

Treasurer Judith Sharp then informed us that the 
balance of the payment to the Mill at Sonning was now 
due.  Those wishing to purchase a 2019 diary should 
also contact Judith.  Judith also reported that the in April 
the sales table and raffle had done very well, amassing 
a total of £50 between them.   We now have 65 paid 
up members.

Arlene told us that Margaret Seal is unwell and 
therefore, no birthday buttonholes were handed out, but 
the April birthday people will receive theirs with those 
who had birthdays in May.  

Arlene then told us of a bakery demonstration to take 
place next year (it is fully booked this year) and informed 
us that it would be approximately £12.00, and a board 
would be sent round later for anyone interested.

Margaret Pyle has agreed to be Vice President 
along with Barbara Wood.  Margaret is also working on 
providing information for the Berkshire Village Book to 
mark the centenary of Berkshire WI.

Following the business, our speaker for the afternoon, 

John Caldecott gave a fascinating talk (with slides) of ‘The History of Thomas Coram’s 
Foundling Hospital’. The charity was founded in 1739 by Captain Thomas Coram, 
who wanted to help the abandoned children left dying on London’s streets.  Two of its 
patrons were William Hogarth and George Handel.  After he had told us the story of 
the charity, John went on to say that he had been one of the children helped by the 
charity.  He attended school and was brought up in the harsh regime of the charity.  
He also showed us the uniform that he used to wear and this was made of a very 
hard-wearing cloth, which looked very smart.  A very interesting talk.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the month at St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer 
Green at 2.00 pm

Caversham WI
To start the new WI year, we welcomed Sarah Moreland from Reading Voluntary 

Action (RVA). She is based in Reading Central Library and the team work with over 900 
charities operating in and around Reading!  So, if you’re thinking about volunteering 
but don’t know what local opportunities there are – these are the people to speak 
to. With RVA’s assistance, we are planning to increase the role of Caversham WI in 
our local community. If you’d like to know more – you can stop by to meet us at the 
Kiosk cafe in Caversham Court Garden over the second June weekend (Thursday 7th 
to Sunday 10th).

Next month’s meeting brings the annual National WI Resolutions discussion. This 
time we are discussing ‘Why Mental Health Matters’. There has been much positive 
talk about mental health recently – and ways that we can all help ourselves and 
others with our wellness. We look forward to discussing ways that Caversham WI 
might be able to help too.

Ladies are very welcome to visit our friendly group. We hold meetings on the 
third Thursday of the month, at 7.30 in the evenings – which helps avoid child-care 
issues. There is usually easy parking and a lift to the first-floor meeting room at 
Church House, Prospect Street. More details can be found online at https://tinyurl.
com/hwzj6zy or search for ‘Caversham WI’.

For enquiries please contact our Secretary on 947 5176.
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A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Thameside Parish Office
Church Street, Caversham Library

and Woodcote Way News

Email us at:
cavershambridgenews@gmail.com

giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

• Premium Amtico Retailer

• Independent family run business

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price 

• Samples to view in your home/office

• Free advice / free quotes

• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

• Fast turn around on fitting if required

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

For a Clinic appointment please call

A House called Caversham
In a rocky field in the Eastern 

Highlands of Zimbabwe there 
is a house called Caversham! 
It is one of several buildings 
on the site of the Grow Hope 
Trust, which is a new project 
recently set up by Matt and 
Lauren Mbanga, one of the 
pastors of Highlands Presbyterian Church 
in Harare. It is a project that St Andrew’s 
Caversham supports and we hope that this 
will be a long term mission partnership. Matt 
visited St Andrew’s in 2017 and recently 
addressed the congregation live via Skype 
at one of our services and members of the 
congregation were able to ask questions.

Grow Hope is located near the Eastern 
border with Mozambique, 250km from 
Harare. It is is a Christian initiative, the aim 
of which is to use the Christian Foundations 
for Farming (FfF) programme, which has been 
used successfully in Zimbabwe and elsewhere 
in Africa, and the world, to encourage young 
people to take responsibility in their own lives, 
and as farmers.

In April this year Grow Hope hosted a group 
of high-achieving under-privileged youth. Matt 
reports; “I trialled a sustainable development 
simulation game that I have written for them to 
put into practice the ‘Mutual Gains’ approach to 

leadership and sustainable development that the 
camp focussed on; they completed the exercises 
with flying colours! They applied everything that 
I had taught them about interpersonal skills, 
communication, conflict management, creativity 
and leadership and made me very proud! Thank 
you again for making this dream a reality for us 
and for the impact on the lives of those we exist to serve.”

To find out more visit www.standrewscaversham.org and click on 
Mission.

Revd Nigel Jones

St Anne’s school pupils have done well 
in two events during April.

A team of Year Five children took part 
in the F1 Jaguar Primary School Challenge 
at the UTC in Reading.  At the culmination 
of nearly three months incredibly hard 
work, they spent the day displaying and 
presenting their work.  They gave a five-
minute talk about their experiences and 
discussed the engineering of their cars.  
They then raced the cars that they had 

designed.  By the end of the day the “Furious Falcons” had achieved third 
place overall and were also awarded best engineered car. 

 The recently formed 
Girls Years 3 and 4 Football 
team took part in a football 
tournament at the John 
Madjeski Academy.  After 
drawing the first game 1-1, 
they went on to win the next 
three games 5-0, 4-0 and 2-0.  
The last two games were up 
against two strong teams and 
resulted in one loss although 
they managed to draw the other.  Overall, they finished in second place 
which was a massive achievement in their first ever competition.
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www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Visit our showroom at

Chimney Sweeping
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves

Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service

Tel: 0118 9463060

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

Kentwood Garden Services
Have your Garden maintained 

Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared

For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on

0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Turfing        Fencing        Hedge-cutting        Patios

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports • Weddings • Special occasions

Local reliable service

Ray Noble Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

www.caversham.org.uk
THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

er-electrica

ARRIVE
in style

In our vintage 
Route Master 
1964 Double 
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings, 
School Proms, 
special 
occasions or 
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barrywoolford@icloud.com

www.pasttimebus.com

PLASTERER
   Domestic and Commercial

Experienced & Reliable 
Local references available

For a free quotation telephone
Luti Zylfo:  07766 668092

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Will Writing and Lasting Power of Attorney 
(LPA) specialists.

Planning for the future, today. 
Call or email to book a free, no obligation, consultation 

to discuss your requirements in the comfort of your own 
home.  Evening and weekend appointments available.

www.langdalewills.co.uk
enquiries@langdalewills.co.uk       0118 348 7787

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk
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BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

1st Berkshire Roofing & Property Services

30 years experience/Free estimates/No job too small
 

Slate & tile roofs, flat felt & lead roofing repairs 
Shed roofs re-felted; Chimneys re-pointed

 UVC fascias and cladding repaired/renewed
Gutters cleaned, repaired/renewed; Moss removal

Gardens tidied & cleared; Fencing repaired/replaced
Painting & decorating internal and external

 Call Jim Long – 0118 327 4783/07570 079700


