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Father Paul’s visit and 
presentation

On the weekend of 20th and 21st January 2018, 
Fr Paul Martin visited the parish of Our Lady and St 
Anne, Caversham, for a formal farewell.   He had left 
Caversham in September 2017 to go to Wolvercote 
to take up a position as Director of the St Barnabas 
Society.  He celebrated all four masses on Saturday 
and Sunday in the absence of Fr Patrick but the ten 
o’clock mass on Sunday was very special.  At the 
end of mass, Damian Colehan made an address 
on behalf of the parish about Fr Paul’s four year 
ministry in Caversham from 2013 to 2017, which 
demonstrated to him the love and affection that 
all felt for him.   

He spoke firstly about Fr Paul’s willingness to 
listen to and to be attentive to others, and also 

his willingness to be open about his own personal 
difficulties, challenges and health issues.

He then talked about his personal devotion to 
Our Lady.  This led to his vision for the restoration 
of the Shrine of Our Lady of Caversham. He 
shared his enthusiasm with the parish and after 
working with a small team, produced a plan for the 
restoration of the Shrine and work on the fabric 
of the church and its subsequent redecoration 
which was granted approval by the Archdiocese of 
Birmingham in July 2016.   Fr Paul led by example 
in the fund-raising for this project.  He raised over 
£15,000 by a pilgrimage on the Camino to Santiago 
de Compostela, by a sponsored slim and by his 
brave 160 mile pilgrimage from Walsingham back 
to Caversham, mostly on main roads.   

Damian mentioned Fr Paul’s gift to bring 

enormous comfort to the sick, dying and bereaved 
and his ability to communicate with children and 
his encouragement of the Children’s Liturgy.

His homilies were always thought-provoking and 
instructive in the faith.  

At the end of his address, Damian presented a 
cheque, the result of the parish collection which 
showed how much Fr Paul was loved by all those 
he had served. Father Paul thanked everyone for 
the gift and wryly remarked that Damian’s words 
sounded like a cause for canonisation.  He said 
how pleased he was to be back at Our Lady and St 
Anne’s but that he was also very happy in his work 
for the St Barnabas Society.    

After posing for photographs, Fr Paul joined the 
congregation for refreshments and much chat in 
the Cenacle. 

Father Patrick had associated himself with the 
parish’s appreciation of Fr Paul’s ministry and said 
Mass for his intentions on the Sunday morning.  

Damian presenting the cheque

Fr Paul contemplating Damian’s words

Fr Paul surrounded by the altar servers

For Information on Easter 
Services please see Page 7



Caversham Clergy
ANGLICAN
St Barnabas
Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. 
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
St Andrews
Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage, 
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788 
www.standrewscaversham.org
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road, 
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk
Revd Marion Pyke Tel: 947 5834
Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265
Revd Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Revd Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (LEP)
(Anglican, Methodist, Baptist and URC)
Contact: Dr Alison Johnston
Tel: 0118 947 5152. www.cpvc.org.uk
METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. 
Tel: 947 2223
Revd D Jenkins Tel:0118 327 1592
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Minister Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353
Email Secretary: sue.cantwell@cavershambaptist 
church.org.uk

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk
GRACE CHURCH 
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk  Tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Mgr Patrick Daly, The Presbytery, 
2 South View Avenue. 
Tel: 947 1787. 
Fr Michael Sharkey, St Michaels, Sonning Com-
mon
Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd  H R Gayle  Tel: 946 3009
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Are you a people person?
Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to 
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled 

in our neighbourhood. If you would like 
to give to the community by joining 
us as a volunteer driver or helping 
in our office, then please do get in 

touch with us. 

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466  

Monday to Friday 9.30am –11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street  Caversham RG4 8AX
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TALKING POINT
by Nigel Jones

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
  8.00am Holy Communion – BCP (first, second and fourth
 Sundays)
 Matins – BCP (Third Sunday)
  9.30am Holy Communion (second, third and fourth Sundays)
 Service of the Word (First Sunday) 
  6.30pm Evensong (usually Choral on second Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
  9.30am Holy Communion (first, third and fourth Sundays)
  9.30am All Age Worship (second Sunday))
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Holy Communion (first, second and fourth 
 Sundays) Morning Worship (third Sunday)
Fifth Sunday – Parish wide service (check website for details)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
  8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
 First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first Sunday BCP
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
  8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
  9.30am Parish Communion
  9.30am  COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIvERSIdE CHuRCH(REAdING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am     Morning Worship & Teaching

CAvERSHAM PARK ECuMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
 Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
 All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAvERSHAM BAPTIST CHuRCH South Street
10.30am  Morning Worship each Sunday
8.00pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) – 
 2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church – for all the family
 Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHuRCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church

THE METHOdIST CHuRCH IN CAvERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
 9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am 
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm, 
Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the 
month)

St Michaels, Sonning Common
5.30pm Saturday
9.00 and 10.30am Monday

SOCIETY OF FRIENdS (Quakers) 
Church Street, Reading
10.30am (House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHuRCH OF GOd
Church Street, Caversham
  9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship
  6.00pm Evening Service

SuNdAY 
SERvICES

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the April 2018 issue should be sent to 
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office by 
Monday 5th March. The date for the May 2018 issue is Monday 
2nd April. Email address is editors@cavershambridge.org
Advertising copy for the April 2018 issue should be sent to Mr A 
Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday 
2nd March. The date for the May 2018 issue is Friday 2nd April. 
Email address is: advertising@cavershambridge.org

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH  OF CAvERSHAM THAMESIdE ANd 
MAPLEduRHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ST  BARNABAS 
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am
Tel: 947 6310  Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Confession time: appropriately, since by the time you read this it will be well and truly 
Lent. My shameful confession is that I like Harry Potter and Star Wars. Both of which are 
considered by the cognoscenti (or should that be the chattering classes? i.e. people talking 
to each other in a Radio 4 studio at 3 o’clock on a weekday afternoon) to be low-brow. 
Even the Lord of the Rings (of course, my favourite book) is looked down upon by ‘those 
who know’ about literature, despite being the nation’s favourite book and despite having 
been written by an Oxford professor of linguistics and literature! For some reason being 
completely ignorant of 20th century science seems to carry no shame for these people! 
LOL

Star Wars can be appreciated for (if nothing else) the special effects. Not just impressive 
but also truly beautiful images of what distant planets, stars and space-ships might look 
like. There is a sense conveyed that other parts of the Universe are just as stunning as 
what you might see on Blue Planet II.

I suppose I also like Star Wars because it has accompanied me through my life, the 
first film (intriguingly called Episode IV) having come out in 1977 when I was 8 and just 
the right age to latch on to what has become, for much of our world’s population, the new 
mythology. Many people today are far more familiar with the Jedi, Luke Skywalker and 
Darth Vader than with the Holy Spirit, St Paul or the Last Supper.

So we can be thankful (to George Lucas, I suppose) that this new mythology, despite its 
faults, is at least wholesome, with a clear sense of right and wrong, and the need to fight 
for what is good and true even when all seems hopeless. Childish? Maybe, but kids’ stuff 
is what dreams are made of.

When I was ill a couple of months ago and wanting some easy entertainment I picked 
up again the first Harry Potter book. My recollection had been that the first 3 or 4 of the 
series of 7 were very funny (which they are) but that the later part of the series becomes 
rather stodgy, and I wasn’t intending to read them all. But for some reason on re-reading 
I was gripped by the whole lot. 

Some Christians initially objected to Harry Potter because it portrays witches and 
wizards as benign but that seems to me a superficial critique. As in Star Wars the values it 
imparts (to- let’s not forget- millions of people!) include: bravery; the importance of being 
a faithful friend; the difference between right and wrong (“Dark times lie ahead of us and 
there will be a time when we must choose between what is easy and what is right”); the 
importance of admitting you are wrong and saying sorry; mercy (Harry rescues his enemy 
Draco from certain death); respect for others (‘If you want to know what a man’s like, take 
a good look at how he treats his inferiors, not his equals’);  the need to stand on one’s own 
two feet as one grows up (Harry’s hero and mentor has to leave him); a belief in life after 
death and that greatness in this world and in the world to come look very different indeed; 
in the saving power of love; in the reality of the need to live with grief and come to terms 
with loss; the need to be positive (can you conjure a Patronus?); and, yes, the healing 
power of laughing out loud.

And finally here’s one to reflect on: ‘It is the unknown we fear when we look upon death 
and darkness, nothing more.’

Reverend Nigel Jones is Vicar at St Andrew’s Church, Caversham Heights.

Confession time

READING GARDENERS
We have one meeting in March on Wednesday 14th. As usual the meeting will be 
held in Caversham Primary School. Refreshments will be served at 7.15 p.m. and the 
talk will begin at 7.45 p.m.
Alan Edmondson who lives in Hampshire will give a talk on The Shady Garden.  He 
will use photographs of his own garden in Lymington to illustrate the talk.
Please consult our website for more information:  www.readinggardenersclub.org.uk
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A meal with Jesus
“It’s Passover,” Jesus told his friends. 
“Time for our special meal.” 
When the meal was ready, Jesus said, “This is the last Passover 
meal we will all eat together. Soon, some sad things are going to 
happen.”
Jesus held a cup of wine in his hands. “Thank you, God,” he said. 
Then Jesus gave the cup to his friends. “Pass this round and all 
have a drink from it,” he said.
Next, Jesus held a loaf of bread and broke it into pieces. “Thank 
you, God,” he said, and gave it to his friends. “When you eat this,” 
he told them, “I want you to think about me.”
After their meal, Jesus held another cup of wine in his hands.
“Share this,” he said. “Soon someone in this room will choose not 
to be my friend any more.”
His friends looked at each other, amazed. “Who is it?” they 
wondered.
                    Luke 22:7–23
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Reading Buses carried out a consultation in October 
2017.  Concerned of Caversham was formed at the same 
time, by concerned local residents, to create awareness 
of the proposals, and has campaigned relentlessly since 
then for better proposals for all residents living within the 
22 route.  In February 2018 Concerned of Caversham has 
continued to engage with Reading Buses and, at the time 
of going to print, has secured the reinstatement of 5 further 
buses to the timetable, adding the 06:41 and 09:30 from 
St Andrews, along with the 17:30, 18:30 and 19:30 from 
Friar Street.  The cuts now stand at 18%.  Concerned of 
Caversham plans to continue to hold Reading Buses to their 
30 minute peak promise. The re-instatement of some peak 
services is welcome. However, it has not been possible to 
secure a greater frequency of buses between 10am – 3pm 
week days, or on Saturdays when the frequency is one bus 
an hour, not every half hour.  The group continues to seek 
the return of these much loved and needed buses. 

The Pink 22 now becomes the Red 22 with a route 
extended from Reading centre to RBH and  Lower Earley. 
The new timetable is here on the Reading buses website, 
under the timetable section: 
http://www.readingbuses.co.uk/files/timetables/new/
red%2022%20times.pdf

Reading Buses claim all Caversham routes lose money, 
but they have never been precise about any detail. The Pink 
22 has been singled out for reduction, but all readers and 
residents of the North side of the river should be aware 
and vigilant of any future attempts at service modification. 
All our bus routes should be treasured. High quality public 
transport is vital to all the communities irrespective of 
location and geography.  Please consider taking the bus 
whenever you are able - to travel to work, to the station 
or for weekend leisure activities.  If previously you have 
relied on family to drop you down to the station, paid 
the expensive car parking charges, or struggled to park 
at the RBH, please hop on the bus. Reading Buses have 
innovated many forms of ticketing and pricing so give the 
buses a go!
Treasure your 22 bus 

Please help your community who rely on the bus. Don’t 
really use the bus? Please give it a go!  • If the 22 service 
doesn’t get more use, it may cease to exist. It is under 
severe threat.  • It is a vital resource for us all. If not for you 
or your family at the moment, what about the future? A 22-
busless future is not a great prospect. • Please consider 
taking the bus whenever you are able - to travel to work, 
the station or weekend leisure activities.  If previously you 
have relied on family to drop you down to the station, paid 
the expensive car parking charges, or struggled to park at 
the RBH, please hop on the 22. • Considerable changes 
are being made to the service. Most of the 22 buses will 
travel onwards from Reading town centre to the Royal 
Berkshire Hospital and then to Lower Earley (Asda), and 
back. Not every bus will, so please check the timetable 
carefully.    • If we all took to the bus, we could reduce the 
congestion and very high pollution levels that have recently 
been recorded in Caversham.  

Get to know your new bus service – The new timetable 
is here:  http://www.reading-buses.co.uk/files/timetables/
new/red%2022%20times.pdf (on the Reading buses 
website, under the timetable section).  At individual bus 
stops the times are shown on the timetable and can easily 
be photographed for future reference.   

Track your bus – stay in the warmth of your home or 
office until your bus is due Have you ever wondered if your 
bus might be stuck in traffic?  Or can’t remember the time 
the next bus is due? There are three excellent, easy-to-
use smartphone apps, Reading Buses, Bus Checker and 
MyBusReading. They tell you when the next bus is due at 
your chosen stop(s).  

Changes to the Caversham Heights bus 
(Route 22) from 19th February   2018

Please consider using the bus. Please help your 
community. Please take the bus.    

Tickets - keep costs down and forget having to have the 
right change for the ticket 

A standard ticket purchased on the bus costs £2 for 
an adult single ticket, day ticket £4, or unlimited evening 
travel from 6pm for £3. For children a boost single costs 
£1.50 and a day £2.50. There however are a variety of 
moneysaving ways to purchase a discounted ticket, 
depending on the frequency of your travel.  Reading Buses 
smartcards come in three different formats: period, multi-
trip and e-purse.  

Period tickets – Available in 7, 30, 90 and 365 day 
variants (academic year for Boost products for children and 
students up to the age of 21 with a valid ID card from their 
college/uni). These are valid for the number of consecutive 
days specified from first use on the bus.  

Multi-trip - Available as easysaver or boostsaver variants. 
Load 10 single journeys onto the card, which is discounted 
against the single fare on bus. Great for occasional users 
as there’s no expiry date! 

e-purse - Load cash onto the card and use it to pay the 
driver. No need to carry change! 

If you or your family are an occasional bus traveller, 
you will save money by purchasing an easysaver card, 
or, for a child, boostsaver.  This enables you to purchase 
10 journeys at a discounted rate from Reading Buses on 
a credit card sized plastic ticket, which can be renewed 
online or in the bus shop in the Broad Street Mall and we 
highly recommend purchasing to save you looking around 
for the right change.  

Contactless payments are also accepted on the buses.  
You can also purchase your ticket via the Reading Buses 
App. 
Did you know? 

Travel all day.  You can travel all day on a £4 day ticket 
it offers unlimited journeys on all Reading buses within the 
simplyReading area on the same day, or unlimited evening 
travel from 6pm for £3. 

Group tickets.  £6 for four people on Saturdays, Sundays, 
Evenings and Public & School Holidays.  For four people - 
any combination of adults and children, for travel all day in 
the simplyReading area.  Buy your ticket from the driver.  If 
you travel outside of school holidays before 6pm the cost 
of a group ticket for 4 people is £9 
Important: Hear the Beep 

Each beep registers a journey; without your ticket or 
bus pass being beeped, you aren’t on any official records. 
Records of usage are vital to keep the service going.  
Caversham needs you to be counted.  

Please do not accept being waived onto the bus without 
hearing the beep! If you travel using a prepaid ticket, either 
card or paper, and if it doesn’t register, please ask the bus 
driver to do so manually. For PlusBus holders, this has to 
be done manually by the driver each time.   
Are you employed by a company of over 20 
employees in Reading? 

Do you work for an employer with more than 20 
employees?  If so, there is a possibility of discounted fares 
available if employees travel to work by bus via a company 
scheme.  Please get in touch with us, or ask your employer 
for more information.         Email : Concernedofcaversham@
gmail.com 
The work so far to keep the 22 service  

Reading Buses carried out a consultation in October 
2017.  Concerned of Caversham was formed at the same 
time, by concerned local residents, to create awareness 
of the proposals, and has campaigned relentlessly since 
then for better proposals for all residents living within the 
22 route.  A brief timeline: • October 2017  The original 
proposals saw half of the 22 route cut off from a bus 

service completely, with the other half 
having 20 min frequency, travelling along 
a very unsafe route which was previously 
rejected in 2011.  Then, a second set of 
proposals were produced for an off peak 
‘Hoppa bus’ to travel in a circular motion 
around Caversham along the bus stops cut 
off in the first proposals. No solution was 
provided for commuters, school children, or 
anyone looking to travel beyond Caversham. 
• November 2017  The consultation came 
to an end in November 2017 and Reading 
Buses then announced severe cuts to 
the route which hadn’t featured in the 
consultation.  A reduction was announced 
to the service which equated to approx. 
a 42% loss. This staggering cut included 
reducing to an off-peak hourly service, 
creating difficulties for all residents, 
especially returning school children and 
commuters. They also cancelled all buses on 
a Sunday and reduced Saturday to hourly. • 
December 2017 Concerned of Caversham 
urged Reading Buses for peak service to 
resume from 3:15pm to cover returning 
school children, and for a Sunday service 
to be returned. • January 2018  When the 
timetables were produced in early January, 
it was discovered the peak service too was 

going to receive a cut, when previously 
a promise had been made to retain a 30 
minute frequency. Additionally, the first bus 
a concessionary bus pass holder could 
travel on was also delayed.  After-school 
and Sunday service were returned to the 
timetable.  • February 2018  Concerned of 
Caversham has continued to apply pressure 
on Reading Buses and, at the time of going 
to print, has secured the reinstatement of 
5 further buses to the timetable, adding 
the 06:41 and 09:30 from St Andrews, 
along with the 17:30, 18:30 and 19:30 
from Friar Street.  The cuts now stand at 
18%. Concerned of Caversham plans to 
continue to hold Reading Buses to their 
30 minute peak promise.  We welcome the 
return of the buses so far secured, and are 
pleased Reading Buses have listened to 
some of our concerns.  It is with a heavy 
heart that we have not been able to secure 
a greater frequency of buses between 
10am – 3pm week days, or on Saturdays 
when frequency will run at once an hour.  
We continue to seek the return of these 
much loved and needed buses. Thank you 
for your support.  Concerned of Caversham 
10/02/18  Concernedofcaversham@gmail.
com
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Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

Carter Electrical

Installations

Who would ever have thought
that being an electrician would
have put you at the forefront
of modern innovative
technology? For many years,
being a sparky meant fuses,
wires, sockets and plugs but
now, and Jon Carter is
testament to this, the green
revolution has swept through
the industry and shows no
signs of abating. 
Jon Carter, along with his brother Matt and father Michael
run Carter Electrical Installations and, like his father before
him is extremely keen on maintaining his company's
reputation for excellence. The old fashioned notion of
brilliant customer service with a friendly face with an
affordable price tag holds true, but now, the firm can offer so
much more. The latest innovations in renewable energy such
as Photovoltaic cells and air source heat pumps are being
embraced with gusto by the authorities. And by Carter
Electrical Installations. Jon has been awarded the MCS
accreditations that are needed to be able to install PV
systems in your home. If you use him, you can be absolutely
sure that all of the work will be done to the highest
standards and using the best possible equipment and PV
cells. While these systems are not cheap to install, they will
save you money and will lead to a return on your investment.
You pay now and get money back for the lifetime of the
system. And they are incredibly simple. With no moving
parts, they need minimal servicing and will enhance the
value of your home. It's like having your own private power
supply attached to your house. 

As well as this new age of renewable technology, Jon carter
and his team remain as skilled as ever at the traditional side
of things. As Jon says: “If it's got wires, we can fix it. And
that goes for wireless technology as well!” For a better look
at the company and how they can help you, visit
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

>> Carter Electrical
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Kitchens & Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Kitchens & Bathrooms
Complete Design & Installation Service

Or Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-On-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local References Available

info@steepalofhenley.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,

Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,

Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,

General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna CITY & GUILD MECP & EITB (ENG)

Tel: 07778 340 444 / 0118 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

• Tree removal, tree pruning •
• Trees supplied and planted  •

• Hedge work  •
• Stump Grinding •

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

TREE SURGEONS
WITH OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
OF TREE CARE

ARUM
TREE
SERVICES

From the Lookout Post

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Caversham Bridge – 2 cols x 6 = 16.50/month for 12 months – Total £198.00 
Start January 2018 

 
 
 
Web and Email Hosting, VPS and dedicated 
servers, Websites and domain names. 

Low cost packages available 
Also available a range of Two-way radio 
equipment and Church AV equipment. 

 

Call 0118 954 5368 
Email: apj1media.sales@apj1.org 

www.apj1.org 
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CADRA AGM
The CADRA AGM will take place 

on Tuesday 17 April 2018 at 7.30pm in 
Thameside School Hall. Following the 
brief formal business, we will welcome Sue 
Holden, Chief Officer of the Conservation 
Board for the Chilterns Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty.

The Chilterns lie on Caversham’s 
doorstep: their woodland, hills, views, 
chalk streams and history provide a huge 
recreational asset for all of us, as well as a 
rich and diverse habitat. But such a lovely 
area so close to London is under huge 
development pressure, not only from 
housing but from big infrastructure projects 
like HS2.

The AONB stretches from here to beyond 
Luton and is one of only two such areas to 
have its own statutory Conservation Board. 
Chief Officer Sue Holden will describe 
the Board’s work, alongside the Local 
Authorities, to help cope with this pressure 

and to manage the area’s assets, as well as some of its exciting 
projects. These include the revival of its unique chalk streams, the 
enhancement of its historic woodland and landscapes, an annual 
walking festival, and the plotting of all the Chilterns’ ancient hill 
forts using the latest methods of aerial detection.

In the meantime, the Chilterns Conservation Board is seeking 
views on the key issues in managing the area, and you can give 
these on www.chilternsaonb.org  where you have the chance to 
win a £50 voucher for Chilterns produce.

CADRA website
www.cadra.org.uk will take you to the new CADRA website. 

Over the past months, the CADRA team has been working on a 
new website which is easier to access, includes a search function 
and is more ‘mobile friendly.’ This is now live.   It has been an 
opportunity to review and update the pages. This will always be 
‘work in progress’ and suggestions are welcome. 

The Home page shows links to the latest updates as well as 
the CADRA Facebook page with up to the minute items of local 
interest. On every page, you will find the ‘Search’ symbol on the 
top right-hand corner. The ‘Issues’ tab covers many of the major 
topics like Planning and Transport and shows a wide range of 
information and useful links. As before, the monthly Planning List 
provides a summary of the significant local planning applications 
and appeals and is updated every month. Each application listed 
provides a direct link  to the page on the Reading Borough Council 
website where plans can be seen, and comments sent on line.  

St Peter’s Conservation Area
During 2017, the Conservation Area Advisory Committee, 

which includes several members from Caversham, completed a 
community–led appraisal of St Peter’s Conservation Area. This 
appraisal has now been submitted to Reading Borough Council 
which has established a process for review and formal adoption. 
After further work with the CAAC, a formal consultation 
will be undertaken  by the Council. Further details and all the 
documentation is available at http://www.cadra.org.uk/en/
Conservation-Areas.

Caversham Artisan and 
Farmers Market

The new Sunday market started up before 
Christmas and looks forward to expanding 
as the weather improves and more people 
know about it. The development of St 
Martin’s will eventually provide a second 
square for the market and other activities 
but for the moment the market is at the 
side of Iceland building in the car park. It is 
held every 1st and 3rd Sunday from 10.00 
am to 3.00pm.
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E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors

  Established Electrical Installation Company  
with an Excellent Reputation

  Commercial and Domestic Installations

  Specialists in Electrical Testing,  

  Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

   Planned, Preventative and  
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

  Fully NIC EIC Accredited

01189 790171
07909 434515

nickwright@elpelectrical.com
www.elpelectrical.com

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical 
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including 
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MARCH 2016  Page 5

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd
Electrical Installation Contractors
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In the UK, Easter is the only bank holiday which has different dates in each year. All other bank holidays occur 
on fixed dates (Christmas day, Boxing Day, New Year) or on the nearest Monday to a fixed date (May day, late 
Spring, August). Easter Sunday falls on the first Sunday after the full moon (the Paschal Full Moon) following the 
21st March spring equinox. The date of Easter Sunday may vary between 22nd March and 25th April. This year it 
is quite early, falling on March 27th.

 In addition, Easter usually, but not always, coincides with the Feast of the Passover, which is the religious 
festival that celebrates the deliverance of Israel from slavery under the Egyptians. [It begins on the 14th of Nisan and 
traditionally continues for eight days. In the Hebrew calendar, Nisan is the first month of the ecclesiastical year and 
the seventh month (eighth, in leap years) of the civil year. It lasts for 30 days, and corresponds to a period in March/
April.]

It was announced in January that the Archbishop of Canterbury is working with other Christian churches to agree 
on a fixed date for Easter. The announcement was made after a meeting in Canterbury between Archbishop Justin 
Welby and primates from the Anglican Communion.

In the UK, an act of Parliament passed in 1928 allowed for Easter Sunday to be fixed on the first Sunday after 
the second Saturday in April, but this has never been activated and Easter has remained variable, occurring on a date 
determined as above. In 1990, the Vatican approved a proposal for a fixed date, which was subject to agreement with 
other Christian churches and governments. Agreement has not yet been reached.

A fixed date for Easter would be welcomed by many organisations, in particular many businesses and schools. It 
would mean that school terms would be of consistent lengths in all years.

The archbishop said that he had been in talks with Pope Francis, Coptic leader Pope Tawadros, and the leader of 
the Orthodox church, Patriarch Bartholomew. He hoped the change would happen “in between five and ten years 
time”.

“I would love to see it before I retired”, he said, although he warned the first attempt to make such a change was 
in the 10th Century. An Anglican source said that there had been 15 attempts to agree a common date since then. As 
mentioned above, Easter can be celebrated on a Sunday between 22 March and 25 April. However, the Orthodox 

Should Easter be fixed?

church follows the Julian calendar, and hence 
has later Easter celebrations compared with 
those of Western Christianity, which is 
another obstacle to be overcome if a fixed 
Easter is ever to become a reality.

What do you think? Do you support the 
idea of a fixed Easter, or are you happy with 
the variability associated with the current 
system?

STOP PRESS
Date for your diary:
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Holiday at Home 2016
May 31st – June 3rd   Details to follow.

Caversham Library News:
Everybody welcome to Adult’s Board 
Games session on Fridays at 10:30.  Some 
board games are on hand in the library but 
attendees can bring their own favourite 
game.   Also tea or coffee refreshments are 
provided free of charge.
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The society held two meetings during January. On the 
17th Catherine Sampson enthralled members with a talk 
on Purley from the 1800s to the 1960s, illustrated with 
sepia photographs and postcards, selected from over 
60,000 photo plates taken through the years. She also 
used pictures taken by local photographers such as Dann 
and Lewis Studio [1856-1940], Rev Henry Wilder [1834- 
1908] and Phillip Osborne Collier[1881-1979]. Each had a 
different aspect which interested them, such as views along 
the river, people, agriculture and farming scenes, or family 
groupings. These were the early years of photography 
which also happened to coincide with a growing interest 
in fishing, lazing about in boats along the river, and with 
tourism which saw more and more folk coming out from 
London into the countryside. 

Old Purley was essentially a closed village of about 
200 people in the 1860s  because most of the houses and 
cottages were occupied by employees of either Purley Hall 
or Purley Park. By the 1960s the population had risen to 
about 4,500. Major floods in 1947 had a profound impact 
on the village but it was the development of what became 
known as the shanty town in the 1960s that changed 
the whole ambience of the place. London buses, railway 
coaches and caravans were allowed on small plots of land 
which in due course had bungalows built around them, 
many of which still exist. As shops and small businesses also 
sprang up a real sense of community developed. It was the 
telling of individual stories, both humorous and sad, that 
brought the story of old Purley to life for members, some 
of whom remembered different people and incidents.

The meeting on the 31st was very different. Not only 
was the hall packed but we had visual aids in the shape of 
ex-Gurkha soldiers and their wives in different Nepali tribal 
costumes. Pam Reynolds spoke to us about the Gurkha way 
of life and the Gurkha Ladies project here in Reading. She 

also talked about SSAFA, the Soldiers Sailors and Air Force 
Association, the oldest military charity, founded in 1885, 
with the purpose of caring for the wives and families of ex-
service personnel. She gave some background information 
about Nepal, its people, and the dialects of the Nepali 
language which are largely associated with the four main 
tribes - the Gurung, the Rai, the Limbu and the Magar. 

The Gurkha connection with the British Army dates back 
200 years and it was the bravery of the Gurkha soldiers 
that has struck fear into their enemies, whether in the 
two World Wars, especially in Burma and Malaya, and in 
Afghanistan. In the Falklands War the Argentinians refused 
to fight against them! Their motto is ‘Better to die than 
be a coward’. Unfortunately the British did not treat the 
Gurkhas very well by way of pensions and welfare benefits 
until Joanna Lumley got involved and shamed the British 
Government of Gordon Brown to take action. The result 
was that in 2007 they began to receive pensions and from 
2009 they were granted citizenship rights. As mothers 
and wives began to settle in and around Reading it was 
recognised that they needed to be taught how to read and 
write, both in English as well as Nepali, how to understand 
British customs and culture, and how to access medical 
services and other local services. Supported by SSAFA 
and various charities, classes are provided by a group of 
volunteers, led by Pam Reynolds. The results are that these 
ladies have grown in confidence and many can be seen 
shopping and enjoying themselves in Reading. This project 
is now being replicated in other parts of the country. 

The CHS meets every alternate Wednesday evening 
in the Caversham Heights Methodist Church hall. The 
meetings begin with coffee at 7.15pm. The talks start at 
8.00pm. and newcomers are always welcome. Further 
details can be found on the website cavershamheights.org 
or by email to contact@cavershamheights.org

‘Old Church Street’

Caversham Heights Society

Gardiner’s was established in 1968 by Dorothy 
Gardiner and is based in the centre of Caversham at 
the corner of Priory Avenue.  Dorothy trained as a 
nurse at the Withington Hospital in Manchester, before 
working as a midwife, as a district nurse and also at the 
Royal Berkshire Hospital. 

Dorothy and her husband Ivan, otherwise known 
as Gus, ran the business together while raising their 
family. At the time, working full-time and being a mum 
was a very modern idea but Dorothy was a trail-blazer!  
In 1984 Dorothy was awarded an MBE in recognition 
of her services to nursing and, in particular, her 
outstanding contribution to fostering good standards 
of care in the independent sector.

Dorothy stepped down from the day-to-day 

management of Gardiner’s in 1998. In the later years 
of her life Dorothy sadly suffered from dementia. She 
passed away in 2012. 

Gus remained involved with the business until 2009.  
He moved into the same nursing home as his wife for a 
time and passed away in 2014. Dorothy and Gus were 
supported in the business over many years by their 
daughter Jan, son John and daughter-in-law Rose.

Today Gardiner’s proudly continues to serve the 
people in our community. The business is now run 
by Dorothy’s grandson, John-Joe Cottam, along with 
registered manager Annabel Wickens and a highly 
experienced team. 

Gardiner’s Homecare can provide support with 
personal care, medication, respite, light housework, 
shopping and much more. Help is also available when 
returning home from hospital, with urgent round the 
clock care or simply some companionship. Whatever 
your needs may be, we can help to make it possible for 
you to live comfortably in your own home.  

If you would like to discuss your needs or that of a 
loved one and find out more information about our 
home care services please do call us on 0118 9476666. 
We will be happy to help and answer any questions you 
might have. 

Gardiner’s Homecare in the centre of Caversham is proudly celebrating 

50 years providing care and support to people in the local area



er-electrical.co.uk
51 Donkin Hill, Caversham, Reading RG4 5DG

0118 947 1851
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Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns

Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted

Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

M. D. Howlett
architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial 
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

 

10 Church Street, Caversham,Reading, RG4 8DZ 
Telephone: 0118 947 6666 

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk 

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and 
reliable nurses and care workers to support clients in their 
own homes. 
 
We are recruiting for experienced care workers to join 
our professional and friendly team. We offer excellent 
pay, generous mileage and flexible hours to suit. 

From its inception, for 40 years, Jim was the Secretary and Treasurer of the 
Caversham Bridge Christian newspaper.

Jim was registered as Herbert James Pilgrim. He was born in Reading and 
educated at Katesgrove Infants School, E. P. Collier and Reading Grammar 
School.

As a lad, he joined the Scout Troop at Caversham Baptist Church where he 
earned his King’s Scout Badge. However he was denied the opportunity to 
receive the award from King George VI at Windsor due to the outbreak of the 
Second World War. As a Scout he helped with the evacuees as they arrived 
at Reading Station. He was also a Boy Scout Messenger for the ARP Wardens 
based in Whitley Street.

When he left school his ambition was to train as a surgeon but money was 
not available for further education. Instead he took a temporary job as a clerk 
working for the forerunner of the National Health Service whilst waiting for 
an opening with the GPO (now BT) to be taken on as a ‘Youth in Training’. He 
was trained on teleprinter maintenance and helped to install and maintain the 
teleprinters at Greenham Common for the Americans.

Shortly after completing his training, he was handed an envelope with a 
travel warrant for a single ticket to Paddington with instructions of where to 
report. Having signed the Official Secrets Act, two weeks later, he was given 
another sealed envelope and travel warrant. This time it was from Euston 
Station to Bletchley. At Bletchley Park he worked on the maintenance of 
various teleprinters and coding machines. On one occasion he was presented 
with a machine in a box that had been recovered from a sunken submarine. It 
was full of sand and the sea water had started to corrode the contents. He was 
told to try and clean it up and get it working. After a week he was successful. 
In later years Jim concluded that he had probably been working on an Enigma 
Machine.

Leaving  Bletchley,  Jim returned to London continuing to work on 
maintaining equipment. Work which often took him to the Foreign Office and 
to other sensitive areas, which he was unable to talk about for 50 years!

He met his future wife Margaret, the sister of a fellow Scout, and they were 
married at the Baptist Church on a wet Boxing Day in 1945. Their married life 
began in Battersea where their first daughter Sue was born. After returning to 
Reading, their second daughter Gill arrived.

Jim had a reputation for wanting tasks completed efficiently and accurately 
and he gained the nickname of ‘Instant Jim’.

In 1958, Jim and the family moved into the house on the corner of Highmoor 
Road and Ilkley Road. The house was in need of serious renovation. Jim rewired 
it, installed central heating and redecorated it. Then, he tackled the challenge 
of the overgrown garden! His colourful front garden gave pleasure to all who 
passed by.

His other achievements included being Scoutmaster at the Baptist Church, 
a Church Deacon and with Margaret’s help, he edited and printed the Church 
Magazine.

He was also on the committee of Abbeyfield Housing Association when 
they had a house in St. Peter’s Avenue.

When Margaret’s mobility deteriorated they joined and became valued 
members of the congregation at Caversham Heights Methodist Church where 
Jim remained until his death.

There is so much more we could learn about Jim, a practical Christian, 
a Good Samaritan, a man of principles. He disliked the limelight but had a 
hidden sense of humour.

Following Margaret’s death in 2009, Jim remained fiercely independent, 
continuing to care for himself, cooking his own meals and tending his garden.

An incredible man.                                                                                Janet Offord

Our experienced and friendly team are passionate about our care at home services, helping others & supporting them to 
continue independent and fulfilling lives in the comfort and familiarity of  their own homes.

Please call one of  our Care Managers if  you are looking for someone to provide company and a little help in the house, or 
assistance with personal care or medication.

 

10 Church St. Caversham RG4 8DZ / 0118 947 6666   www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

For 50 years, Gardiner’s Homecare has provided
 domiciliary care in the local area

Tribute to Jim Pilgrim
23rd June 1924 - 29th December 2017

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overhaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?

Reliable Service

• One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

• Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

• Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307
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Easter Services
Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “If anyone would come after me, 

he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me’.   Mark 8:34

Caversham Baptist Church, South Street
Palm Sunday, March 25th: Service from 10.30 a.m. then the Walk from 
CBC to Caversham Court starting about 11:15.

Easter Sunday, 1st April: Easter Celebration service at 10.30 a.m.

St Andrews, Harrogate Road (Anglican)
Palm Sunday March 25th 9.30am: Procession with donkey departs 
Kelvedon Way, followed by 10am 
Parish Eucharist 
Maundy Thursday March 29th 7.30pm: Last Supper Eucharist, 
then Vigil
Good Friday March 30th 2.00pm: The Liturgy of the Cross
Holy Saturday March 31st 8.30pm: The Easter Fire and Eucharist
Easter Sunday 1st April  8.00am, 10.00am & 11.30am:   Easter 
Eucharist Services

St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill (with St John’s, 
Gosbrook Road and St Margaret’s, 
Mapledurham), (Anglican)
Palm Sunday March 25th: Special service starting 10.00 a.m. at St 
Margaret’s (Mapledurham), then walking to St Peter’s for lunch and 
Holy Communion, then to St John’s for refreshments and worship.  All 
with Bishop Andrew and some donkeys! 

March 26th, March 27th and March 28th:  7.30.p.m. compline at 
St Peter’s
Maundy Thursday, March 29th: Communion & Vigil, 7.30 p.m. at St 
Peter’s; Meal and communion, 7.30 p.m. at St John’s; 
HC and supper St Margaret’s (held at Trench Green Hall)
Good Friday, March 30th: Children’s Activities, 10.00 a.m. at St John’s; 
Stations of the Cross at 10.00 a.m. at St Margaret’s: Three Hour Liturgy 
from 12.00 at St Peter’s  
Easter Sunday, 1st April:  Sunrise Service  at 6.00 am at St Peter’s, 
starting in Caversham Court: Festival Communion at 9.30am at St 
Peter’s; Holy Communion at 09.30 a.m. at St John’s; Holy Communion 
at 11.15am at St Margaret’s  

Caversham Park Ecumenical Partnership, 
at Caversham Park School
Maundy Thursday, March 29th and Good Friday,March 30th: 
Caversham Park join with St Barnabas, See entry below. Easter Sunday, 
1st April:  Easter Communion Service 11.00 a.m. at Caversham Park.

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
Maundy Thursday, March 29th at 8.00 p.m. 
Good Friday (non-communion) from 2.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. 

Easter Sunday, 1st April. Dawn communion: 6.00 a.m.; 8.00 a.m. Said 
Communion (BCP) and 09.30 a.m. Parish Communion.

Our Lady and St Anne (Roman Catholic), 
Southview Avenue

Thursday 22nd March, at 7.30 p.m. Service of Reconciliation
Saturday 24th March at 5.30 p.m. Vigil Mass with blessing and 
distribution of palms
Sunday 25th March at 10.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Mass with blessing and 
distribution of palms
Holy Thursday 29th March   at 7.30 p.m. Evening Mass of the Lord’s 
Supper, and at 11.45 Night prayer
Good Friday March 30th at 12.00 Stations of the Cross and at 3.00 
p.m. Liturgy of the Passion
Holy Saturday 31st March at 9.00 a.m. Office of Readings and 
Morning Prayer, and at 8.30 p.m. Solemn Easter Vigil
Easter Sunday 1st April at 10.00 a.m. and at 6.30 p.m. Mass of the 
Resurrection.

The Methodist Churches in Caversham
Monday 26th March: at 7.30 p.m. Holy Week service of reflection at 
Caversham Methodist Church - Gosbrook Road led by Rev’d David 
Jenkins
Thursday 29th March: at 7.30 p.m. Maundy Thursday service with Holy 
Communion at Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Road
Good Friday 30th March: at 10.30 a.m. United service at Caversham 
Baptist Church followed by Walk of Witness to Caversham Court 
Gardens. 
Easter Sunday 1st April: Sunrise Service in the garden of Ken and 
Barbara Macrae, 36 Chazey Road, Caversham – all welcome; 10.30 
a.m. Service of Holy Communion led by Rev’d Dr James Mather at 
Caversham Heights Methodist Church – Highmoor Road; 10.30 a.m. 
Service of Holy Communion led by Rev’d Jenny Dowding at Caversham 
Methodist Church (Gosbrook Road)

For details of Easter Services at other Caversham churches which have 
not been able to confirm details by the March issue deadline we ask 
readers to consult he following churches directly:

Riverside Church (Reading), www.riversidechurchcaversham.co.uk

Grace Church, www.gracechurchcaversham.org.uk
St Michaels (R C), Sonning Common 
www.saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk  

New Testament Church of God (Caversham) 

https://ntcg.org.uk/locations/reading/
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Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your 
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised 
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care 

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com
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E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 27 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Foot Health Practitioner
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.

Foot Health care in your
own home

Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care

of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot 
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch

£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm

Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

BRITISH LEGION

Royal British Legion – Caversham Branch
2014 – a very poignant year

This year marks many anniversaries, including many related to past conflicts. 
As November and Remembrancetide fast approach, it is worth remembering all the notable anniversaries that the Legion

has marked this year.
May 8th – The anniversary of VE Day - the end of the Second World War in Europe was marked by the president,

accompanied by members of the branch, laying a wreath at our War Memorial in Christchurch Meadows and then one in
the military section of Henley Road, Cemetery

May 18th - Kohima Day – a service was held in Forbury Gardens, by the Burma Star Memorial, to mark the 70th
Anniversary of  the Burma Campaign.

June 6th – 70th Anniversary of D-Day 
August 4th – The day World War One broke out 100 year ago.
A well attended service at our War Memorial was held to mark this occasion and to remember the untold horrors that

were about to face the world.
On this day the branch launched its own ‘Field of Remembrance’ in the Military Section of the Henley Road Cemetery.

This is to encourage people to make a donation for a wooden cross in memory of a person who served in WW 1 (or any
other conflict) and to place it amongst all the others. (The branch would like to thank ‘Choose Caversham’ for informing
its members and to all the outlets who are making these crosses available throughout Caversham).

These two events were filmed live by BBC South.
This year’s Poppy Appeal will hold a very special significance. Caversham is always generous - let’s hope that this year

will again exceed all expectations. If you want to help in any way please contact the Poppy Appeal Organiser (Pauline) on
0118 9475345.

Caversham Royal British Legion
Parade and Service of Remembrance, Sunday 9th November

All participants should assemble at Westfield Park by 10.15am (or earlier if advised by Group Leaders), and the parade
will march off at 10.25am

The salute will be taken on the library steps on the way to the War Memorial, where the service will take place with two
minutes silence at 11am. The Salvation Army Band will be in attendance.

Dismissal of the parade will occur immediately after the conclusion of service, when personal tributes may be laid on
the memorial..

Last year there was a really moving end to the Service when a very large number of the children went up to the memorial,
quite spontaneously, and left their poppies, orders of service or other personal messages. As this is a very important year

to remember it is hoped that even more will make this gesture as they
think about the sacrifices made by their ancestors.

Last year a long held tradition, where the parade processed to and from
the War Memorial, had to be broken. While a very sad change, it was
found to be necessary. The numbers in the parade have escalated over the
years from a few dozen to well over 1000, and whilst Caversham is very
lucky to have a police escort, many of the parents and the young
organisations leaders, such as the Guides and Brownies, thought that the
control at the end of the parade, because of the slowness of the
youngsters marching back to Westfield Road, was a potential danger.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together

available at
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street 
Caversham RG4 8JG
or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

From
The

Big
Bible

Storybook
©

2006
Scripture

Union
Illustration

©
2006

M
ark

&
Anna

Carpenter

Praying as Jesus did
Jesus’ friends wanted to pray just like Jesus did! But they were
never sure what to say to God. So one day they asked, “Jesus, how
should we pray?”
“I’ll help you,” Jesus told them. So Jesus’ friends sat down with him 
and listened.
“When you pray,” Jesus said, “talk to God in just the same way 
as you’d talk to someone who loves you and cares for you – a 
mother or father or someone else who looks after you. You 
wouldn’t worry about talking to your dad or your mum. Just say 
how you feel. Ask for things you need. Tell God you love him. 
Thank him for what he’s given you. You can say you’re sorry too 
for anything you’ve done that was wrong. Your Father in heaven 
loves you and knows just what you need.”

And Jesus taught them a prayer 
to say. It begins, “Our Father in 

heaven…”
 Matthew 6:8–12

More about Jesus’ prayer in the next
 issue of Caversham Bridge

K W Stokes Plumbing 
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE – GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists

All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.

Bathroom design and installation

All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488  Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

advertising@cavershambridge.org

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Advertise your Business or Event in this space

for £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958

Painting and Decorating
Fencing, Gardening,

General Property Maintenance

Local references available

For a free quote contact Alan Smith
07958 788552

Need help with tasks other
than personal care?

Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering
Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years’ experience in social care. Insured and DBS 
checked.
Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

The subject of the January talk was The History of Katesgrove. The speaker was Evelyn Williams who has lived 
in the area for almost twenty years. Evelyn has done much research into the area’s history, particularly its 
industry, and was a founder member and is a regular contributor to the Whitley Pump, the local news website 
for Katesgrove.

The modern spelling of Katesgrove has several antecedents: Cadeles Grove, Catsgrove, Cattlegrove and 
Cattell’s Grove. The area developed around the old Reading to Winchester Road (modern Southampton Street) 
and is today a rich urban pudding of narrow streets lined mostly with Victorian terrace houses, many with ornate 
polychrome brickwork, and its skyline still dominated by the spire of St Giles’s Church.

Evelyn showed slides of some of the earliest maps of the area: on the John Speed map of 1611 the most 
prominent landmark was Katesgrove House. One of its residents, French exile Count Charles Jean d’Hector, 
participated in the unsuccessful military campaign to restore the monarchy in France after the revolution. The 
house was sold for £1,000 in 1873 then demolished to make way for Katesgrove School. We were shown an 

early view of the area, the panorama sketched by Samuel Buck in 
1734: looking north from Bob’s Mount it depicts men digging the 
clay used in brick making, also, the river Kennet is clearly visible 
winding its way through the landscape.

The area attracted a diverse range of industries: in the 1830s 
the Philbrick family established a tannery in Katesgrove Lane; 
it processed animal skins for the leather trade; an unpleasant 
concomitant was the foul smell it produced. Nearby was the 
Reading Iron Works active from 1818; today some of the cast-iron 
lamp standards it made survive around Reading. Many brickworks 
were established in the area; Rose Kiln Lane is a reminder of the 
trade. Katesgrove’s last brickworks, at Elgar Road, closed in the 
1950s. 

Until quite recently Katesgrove abounded with public houses: 
the Tanners’ Arms in Orchard Street, the Red Cow in Crown Street, 
the Kennet Arms in Pell Street and the Greyhound in Silver Street 
to name but a few. During 1877, in opposition to the proliferation 
of ale houses in the area, St.Giles Parish Church opened the Rising 
Sun Temperance House at Silver Street. For an annual fee members 
had the use of a library and reading-room, could play billiards and, 
most important, could partake of non-intoxicating refreshments. 
Recently, after a long period of neglect, a group of volunteers 

Victorian terrace houses

Essex Street

Southampton Street

History of Reading Society
rescued the building from the blight of 
vandalism and today it is a thriving arts 
centre.

The subject of the next talk will be The 
History of Abbey Baptist Church, Reading. It 
will take place at Abbey Baptist Church, 
Abbey Square, Reading on Wednesday 21st 
February at 7.30pm. All are welcome, £2 to 
non-members.
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31 Great Knollys Street        +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
Website: www.tsauction.co.uk                         Email: info@ts.co.uk

RICS compliant – clients money protected

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

experience
behind us

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals
Varifocals
Transition Reactolite 

Over 16? Just bring in your prescription.

onsightoptical@btconnect.com

What a cracking day we had on Sunday 4th 
February, as the team from Greyfriars who have 
sensed a clear call from God to come and join 
us at St John’s were commissioned, sent out, 
and led by Bishop Andrew on foot through 
Reading, across Christchurch footbridge, and 
into St John’s. 

Richard, Jo and myself were present at 
Greyfriars for the sending out, and heard 
Bishop Andrew preach from Mark 16, 
encouraging us to be an ‘outdoors’ church 

St John’s - Greyfriars Partnership – The Launch!
rather than an ‘indoors’ church. David Walker (Vicar of Greyfriars), and 
Harvey and Katie (their wardens), accompanied the team on the walk, 
along with a  number of friends from Greyfriars who wanted to support 
and encourage them in their new venture. A group from St John’s 
met us on Christchurch Bridge, the boundary between Greyfriars and 
CTM parishes, and under Bishop Andrew’s leadership we all publicly 
declared our faith together as an act of unity and a symbol of ongoing 
partnership. We also had our photos taken, and rather than asking us 
to say ‘cheese’ Mark Carpenter encouraged a shout of ‘God is good, 
All the time, All the time, God is good!’ Shouting a declaration like 
this seemed to me to be a fitting response to the Bishop’s exhortation 
to us to be an ‘outdoor church’, visible, and unashamed of who we are 
in Christ.

Meanwhile Mike was holding the fort at St John’s, and on arrival 
there the newcomers were greeted with music, cheers, and helium 
balloons! The newcomers publicly declared their desire to follow the call 
of Christ and, with their brothers and sisters at St John’s, to learn and 
live the way of Christ.  Friends from Greyfriars pledged their continued 
support, and the new, united St John’s congregation promised, with 

the help of God, to accompany one another on the journey of faith, 
supporting each other in friendship, love and prayer. Bishop Andrew 
then commissioned the united St John’s congregation and presided at 
communion.

We sang with gusto:
“Lord of the church we pray for our renewing; Christ over all, our undivided 

aim.
Fire of the Spirit, burn for our enduing, Wind of the Spirit, fan the living 

flame!
We turn to Christ amid our fear and failing, The will that lacks the courage 

to be free,
The weary labours, all but unavailing, To bring us nearer what a church 

should be.”
How we long to become the united, Christlike church that God longs 

for us to be!
The church service was followed by a party in Caversham Hall, a lavish 

‘bring and share’ lunch, with plenty of time to chat with old friends and 
make some new ones. We also celebrated Sam Smith’s 8th birthday, 
with song and cake!

Bishop Andrew prays for the team at 
Greyfriars

On Christchurch Bridge, where we declared our faith

Bishop Andrew leads them out!

Arrival at St John’s

Over the next few months we will give 
time and opportunity for building strong 
relationships. We have already set up mixed 
small groups, which in January looked at Bishop 
Steven’s course on The Beatitudes. Through 
Lent we will follow a course called ‘Everybody 
Welcome’, which as well as helping us get to 
know one another, will help us think deeply 
and creatively about our hospitality, and how 
we might respond to the needs and culture of 
our community. 

In terms of our Sunday worship, those 
joining St John’s have felt strongly that initially 
we should all worship together as one family 
at 9.30, and our enlarged Sunday Club will 
now meet in Caversham Hall. Second Sundays 
will continue as All Age Worship. In addition, 
from April we intend to trial a monthly 
7pm Contemporary Worship Service, and a 
monthly 4pm Café Church, which we hope will 
be more accessible to those in our community 

unfamiliar with traditional church. We aren’t 
yet sure exactly what shape this will take, but 
we are seeking God’s guidance, and happy 
to take a few risks, trusting that he will make 
things clear as we go along. Our longing is 
that growth will soon begin to come not just 
through ‘transfer growth’ (Christians joining 
us from other churches), but through people in 
our wider community hearing the good news 
of Jesus and responding to his love. For this to 
happen we will all need to ponder how we can 
become a confident ‘outdoors church’.

Reverend Penny Cuthbert
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Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son
55 Gatehampton Road,

Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

• Full Replacement  •  Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
• Clearing and Cleaning • Guaranteed for 10 years 

• Full Public Liability Insured  •  Police Checked

I welcome inspection of previous work

garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 

for a free estimate

Tel: 0118 963 9456

All Types of Roofing

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

 

 

Thames Valley Animal Welfare 
Registered Charity No. 900616 
 
TVAW is a long established local cat rescue 
organisation. We are always seeking loving 
permanent homes for our many beautiful cats and 
kittens. For more information please see our 
website www.tvaw.org.uk or call 01189 972 1871 
or 01189 972 2082. 
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Caversham Solicitors
FREE ADVICE SESSIONS

of 15 minutes
First and Third Thursday of every Month

from 3.00pm to 5.15pm

Telephone 0118 947 8638

for an appointment at Caversham Solicitors Ltd,
Caversham Chambers, 51A Church Street, Caversham,

Reading RG4 8AX
in fo@cavershamsol i c i tors . co .ukw

ww.cavershamsolicitors.co.uk

• Most makes repaired
• Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer 
• Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer 

repairs too.
• 30 years experience / guaranteed work
• Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Attractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

Join the Caversham Rewards
programme and you’ll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when
you shop, dine and use services 
within the RG4 area. Our member
businesses include restaurants,
cafes, hairdressers, dry cleaners,
health clubs, specialist shops,
professional services and many more.

To register visit a member business directly call us on:

or sign up online at

Emmer Green
Barber Shop

Traditional and new barbering
Modest prices

Many years experience

Open: Tuesday-Friday 9am to 6pm
& Sat 9am to 5.30pm

Gents Prices
Haircut  £12 (*)

Cut, Shampoo & Finish  £20
Beard Trim  £6.50

Kids under ten £9 (Sat £10)
OAP Trim £9; Ladies OAP Trim £10

(*) £2 off Tues -Thurs 2 to 5pm

229 Peppard Road / 0118 9475856
(just across the road from Budgens)

© Photographs
by Richard

Larkin

St Peter’s has a new organ –
come and hear it !

We are delighted to announce that the new organ for St
Peter’s has been installed and commissioned.

The plans for the new organ were described in the June 2015
edition “Countdown to the New Organ at St Peter’s”. We are
now pleased to report that the building works were completed
in July and the organ installed and commissioned on schedule in
late October.

The installation went smoothly although the supplier,
Viscount Classical Organs, had difficulty removing the massive

speakers at the west end and had to cut them up in situ to
remove them!

The new speakers are virtually invisible unless you look very
hard for them. There are 10 speakers at high level under the
eaves in the Lady Chapel plus a bass speaker at ground level; two
speakers in the chancel to support the choir and the organist and
two high up towards the west end to give more support to the
congregation if required. The new main speaker location in the
Lady Chapel provides much more natural support for the choir.

The console is shorter than the previous one, but still weighs
over 250kg. Fortunately it slides relatively easily over the tiled

floor and has concealed
lifting handles 

The instrument is
fully electronic, as shown
in the console
photograph (right), but it
sounds like a traditional
pipe organ !

After installation there
is a certain amount of
tuning or “voicing” of
the instrument to adjust
every note and stop to
best suit the acoustic of
the building. This is all
done from an electronic
key pad mounted in the
console as well as by

using a sophisticated program from a laptop computer.
One of the additional advantages of moving the main speakers

is that the west end window is visible again, and we will be
considering how we can best use this space in the future. Over
the Christmas period it was a good location for a Christmas tree!

The organ was dedicated by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt
Revd Andrew Proud, at the Confirmation service on November
22nd. We will be mounting a brass plaque on the rear of the
organ to recognise this dedication and the very generous
donations that made it possible to buy the instrument.

The purchase of the new organ was overseen by the organ
committee (Richard Larkin, Revd Mike Smith, Ian Westley,
Nigel Smith and Mary Tucker) who would like to thank
everyone who so generously contributed to the £60,000 cost of
the new instrument.

The organ committee is planning two events to celebrate the
music at St Peter’s;
• Saturday February 27th  

3.00pm:
followed by tea Organ 
Recital by Philip Aspden
(former Director of 
Music at Reading 
School),

• Sunday March 13th:
afternoon rehearsal for 
6.30pm service. Come-  
and-sing Fauré’s Req-
uiem at our Sunday 
evening service. Please 
put these dates in your 
diaries.

Bringing the new console into the church.

Voicing the instrument after
installation

West window exposed again!

The electronic wizardry inside the organ console

More details are available on our web site:
www.stpetercaversham.org.uk

Richard Larkin -  Chairman, Organ Committee

Dear Reader,  
You may have noticed that Caversham Bridge has made a few changes recently. 

Some have been forced upon us, but others we have sought to give the paper a more 
modern outlook such as developing a digital option for its publication and purchase. In 
November we were faced with the closure of the printing company which had served 
us for many years but I am glad to say that we now have a new group to provide your 
copy and that should not make any change to our production, but it was a worrying 
time!

No doubt you will have noticed changes to our banner heading. Change always 
brings comment and we have listened to those comments and have tried to incorporate 
them. We are going to review alternative designs and we invite you to comment on 
what we will do for the future. Another improvement we are hoping to make is to 
extend the copy deadline to later in the month. This we hope will allow more use of 
the paper.

Caversham Bridge has been serving the community for over fifty years now. It is a 
way for the churches in Caversham to keep you in touch with what they are doing, and 
also to provide voices from the community to the churches.

This all depends on you telling us what is going on in the clubs and neighbourhoods, 
the schools and community centres. Often, we struggle to have enough good content 
and our editorial group has to become more creative in filling the spaces. It is now 
time to ask what you want to see, and what would interest you in the paper. We have 
certainly had controversial issues in the area with the problems in health provision and 
the issues around the new school at Mapledurham playing fields.

As a community paper we do not take sides in the arguments, but we do try to 
put them fairly. All our staff are volunteers apart from our printers, and as such we 
are always interested in hearing from people who are interested in being part of the 
production process. Essentially, we remain a Christian production which will be of 
value to the whole community. At present 3,000 copies are produced each month, 
which reflects in the number of businesses that advertise on our pages. 

Advertising and sales just about cover the cost but there is no magic pot of gold, 
and we depend on our sales and that means we need to satisfy our readership. Only 
you can tell us if it does, only you can provide the material we print. 

Not many papers of our type have been in print for so long. We have dedicated 
people working on production and distribution, again this is done by volunteers and 
we are in need of new distributors.

Thank you for your time reading this. We look forward to continuing Caversham 
Bridge but your help will be most welcome.                        Colin Ferguson Chairman

for children and adults
schools & clubs

entertainment for weddings
or parties

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk

0118 947 4244 www.maypoledancing.co.uk
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SWING DANCE CLASSES
Partner dancing to swing/jazz music of the
1920s to present 
Easy-going & friendly classes in Lindy Hop,
Jitterbug & Jive, Every Tuesday &
Thursday from 7.30 pm
Watlington House Hall, Watlington Street
RG1 4RJ (Entry via South Street)
No need to bring a partner; Absolute
beginners very welcome: Plenty of on-site
parking
More details www.alljazzedup.com;
info@alljazzedup.com

Let us have your thoughts

Please select a type you like and let us know by writing to the Editors, Church House, 
59 Church Street, Caversham, RG4 8AX, Or email to editors@cavershambridge.org, 
closing date is 12 noon on Thursday 8th March 2018.  The new header on the front 
page of the paper will be published on the next edition of the Caversham Bridge.

Type 1

Type 2

Type 3

Type 4

Type 5

Which do you prefer?
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A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Te l : ( 0 1 4 9 1 )   5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

M.J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE            Telephone 947 5582

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper 
delivered to you monthly?

Caversham Thameside Parish Office
Church Street, Caversham Library

and Woodcote Way News

Email us at:
cavershambridgenews@gmail.com

giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper
can be purchased from:

Born in Wheelton, near Chorley in Lancashire, Tom was a scientist by degree and training. 
He worked as a research scientist in various organisations before marrying Dorothy in August 
1958.  They lived in Blackburn, Lancashire where he worked as a lecturer at Blackburn College 
of Technology and whilst there, he wrote and published three Chemistry text books for A level 
students.

They moved to Australia with their three children John, Anne and Philip. They lived in the State 
of Victoria and then moved to Melbourne until the early 70’s. On their return to U.K. Tom got a job 
at a private girls school (St Felix School) in Southwold, Suffolk.  In 1976 Tom took a job at Reading 
College of Technology in the Building Science Department and they moved to Caversham where 
they joined, and became very active members of Caversham Heights Methodist Church.

Tom enjoyed drawing maps when they went on holiday to illustrate where they had been and 
he also kept a daily diary for many years. It had been his intention to write his life story but he ‘put 
it on the back burner’ after Dorothy died.  His daughter Anne intends to do so on his behalf.

He had been learning German and had enjoyed walking and could often be seen with Dorothy 
walking into Caversham from Emmer Green where they bought their last house. Tom was also an 
expert jam maker with fruit from his beloved garden and for many years had his own ‘produce stall’ 
at Caversham Heights Church Autumn fairs.  It always sold out!

He was a very independent man and found it difficult as time went by to accept the need for a 
cleaner, help with cooking and his personal care.

Tom was ‘a quiet man’ with a very strong Christian belief.  When his daughter Anne visited him 
in hospital she asked him if he was afraid of dying – his response a very firm “NO”

I have a personal memory of Tom and Dorothy on their knees in one of the small rooms at 
Caversham Heights struggling to assemble old camp beds as the church was hosting a young brass 
band which was spending the weekend at the church.

             Janet Offord
In conclusion – Helen Lambert writes:

For many years, Tom was an active committee member of the Caversham and District 
Residents’ Association (CADRA). He led the campaign to recruit an increased membership and 
was Secretary until the year 2000. When Derek Bartlett moved away from Caversham at the start 
of 2004, Tom ably stepped in as Chair and wrote columns for the Caversham Bridge under the 
name ‘Bystander.’ Kind, courteous, always considerate of others and too often self-effacing, he 
was a true gentleman.

He will be greatly missed. 

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal 
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

  Old fashioned

    Values
from a modern
     Estate Agent

• Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
• Samples to view in your home/office day/evening

• Free Advice / Free Quotes
• Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
• Fast turn around on fitting if required

• Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and install: Amtico
Carpets – Laminate – Wood – Vinyl

Non-slip and more...

Tel: 01189 580 4455
10a Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berkshire, RG1 8 EQ

info@richfieldflooring.co.uk/www.richfield flooring.co.uk

MAPLEDURHAM  PARISH  HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & 
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:  
• Children's parties / Family celebrations
• Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions

• Drama & Music Groups  

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Tribute to Tom Chadwick   
1929 - 2018

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

Building and Roofing SpecialistBuilding and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804

FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Verdi Requiem
South Chiltern Choral Society will join forces with the Parenthesis Choir, professional soloists  and the 

Reading Symphony Orchestra to perform Verdi’s Requiem at the Concert Hall, Reading Town Hall, on 
Saturday 24th March at 7.30pm.

It is an opportunity to hear well established local choirs and orchestra do justice to one of the best 
and most popular choral works.  The powerful emotions of the requiem’s text are expressed through 
beautiful melodies and dramatic contrasts, including the terrifying yet instantly recognisable Dies Irae.  

The concert begins with Wagner’s Tannhauser Overture which is one of the finest operatic preludes 
ever written. An epitome of the drama, it foreshadows the struggle between good and evil, and the final 
victory of good.

The concert’s conductor is Stefan Hofkes.
Tickets prices are £16 (balcony), £14 (stalls) and £5 (under 18s and full-time students all tickets).  

Tickets are inclusive of booking fee.  Tickets are available from choir and orchestra members or from the 
Concert Hall box office on 0118 9606060.   For more information, please contact  0118 9472419.
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Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntlworld.com

This month, it’s a story of businesses opening and closing.  
Caversham Eyecare, the opticians in St. Martin’s Precinct, 
closed in January.  A very large version of this photograph 
was on the wall, and a friend kindly re-photographed it for 

me, and suggested I might write something about it for Caversham 
Bridge.

We are looking out over the crossroads where Broad Street 
meets the Butts in the town centre.  I can date the picture fairly 
accurately because it shows the pub called The Peacock, with 
a Courage golden cockerel sign outside.  This puts the date as 
somewhere between 1960 and 1966.

It was the second pub with this name in the street: the Victorian 
Peacock was across the road, and closed in 1922, when Woolworth’s 
opened their first Reading shop in the building.  The ’new’ Peacock 
was an up-market establishment on two floors, which advertised a 
gentlemen’s bar (‘an exclusively masculine retreat’) and a Georgian 
Lounge.  It existed between 1956 and 1966, but then re-opened as 
a cellar bar to attract a younger clientele.  Courage were importing 

E. H. HAMLEY & SON
Builders and Decorators

Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years

Caversham based
Please contact:  0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Clive The Handyman

35 years experience in the building trade

Full painting and decorating
Patch plastering / Tiling

Gutter repairs, Fascias, Repointing
Woodworking / Small plumbing jobs

General Household Repairs

All work guaranteed and fully insured

Please call: 01491 411321/07766 540117

When it paid to shop at Baylis
Amstel lager from the Netherlands, and draught lager was the up-and-coming drink, so 
the Peacock in the cellar had a Dutch theme and a ceramic lager fountain to dispense the 
stuff.  This lasted until 1978, when the Peacock closed, but then it re-opened as a wine-bar 
called Beadle’s.  This was a lunch-time haunt of mine, and I remember the lager fountain, 
though it seemed to be no longer in use.  Beadle’s lasted for around three years, after 
which the cellar closed to the public.

To the right of the pub, we have Willson’s, the ladies’ outfitters, then Alexandre, the 
gentlemen’s outfitters, and then Baylis’s Supermarket.

Many will remember Baylis’s, here and at their Caversham branch, and their motto: 
‘It Pays to Shop at Baylis.’  They opened on the corner of Broad Street and the Butts in 
1875, and over time had acquired ten branches.  By 1956, when Derek Baylis took over, 
the business was in dire straits.  It had been one of those old-fashioned grocers where you 
were served at a counter, and they would allow you credit and deliver your order to your 
door.  Mr. B. made drastic changes, closing loss-making branches, introducing self-service, 
bright neon lights, and Green Shield Stamps.  The gamble paid off, and turnover soon 
doubled.  He had always said that when someone offered him £1 million for his shops, he 
would sell up, which happened in 1969.

Also prominent in the picture is a Reading trolley-bus, about to negotiate the complex 
wiring over the crossroads, on its way westwards on route 18.  In the 1930s there had 
been plans to bring the trolley-buses to Caversham, via Prospect Street, Peppard Road 
and Kidmore End Road, and terminating by the golf club, but these never materialised.

Incidentally, my first thought on seeing the picture was of the rich variety of commercial 
architecture along Broad Street.  Burton’s Art Deco building clad in black vitriolite to the 
left is particularly striking.  There’s lots of terra-cotta and faience cladding, and it would 
be colourful, if the picture were in colour.  My second thought was just how much has 
changed, even in the forty-odd years since I first saw this scene. 

Happy Wanderer

Gill Madeley NAHort.
Garden Design & Maintenance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t. 0118 947 1178    m. 07971 742 053

gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

• Garden Design
• Maintenance
• Seasonal Clearance

• Planting
• Advice

‘Broad Street in Reading in the 1960s’
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The website for Caversham 
includes information on:

 News
 Events
 Business listings
 Jobs
 Clubs
 Schools

www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk

Brought to you by

CavershamChoose

Fine handmade and second hand
jewellery

    makes

St Peter’s Christmas 
Market  -

“the best event of the year!”
£ 3,120 was raised for the Myanmar 

refugees at the Christmas Market in St Peter’s 
in December! Wonderful handmade crafts, 
homemade produce, games and seasonal 
refreshments for all. Not to be missed next 
year!

Vivace Voices - Spring Concert
Vivace Voices (Director of Music, Ian 

Westley) present their Spring Concert at St 
Luke’s Church, Theale, RG7 5AS on Wednesday 
March 28th at 2.30pm. 

Admission is £3.00 and including a 
programme and afternoon tea. All proceeds go 
to ABC to read (Assisting Berkshire Children to 
read). Further information at www.vivacevoices.
org.uk

In 1946 the remarkable Phoebe Cusden - 
then Mayor of Reading - led a successful ap-
peal to help the people in the German city of 
Düsseldorf, and the town’s children in partic-
ular. Prompted by reports of deprivation and 
extremely poor living conditions in the town, 
she went to Düsseldorf herself, and in 1947 
invited six Düsseldorf children to Reading for 
a three-month stay. This was to be the first of 
numerous visits and exchanges between the 
two towns and the start of a lasting friendship, 
formalised by town twinning in 1975.

She founded the Reading Düsseldorf 
Association (RDA) in 1947, and it is her 
enduring legacy. The Association continues 
to maintain and build cultural, educational, 
sporting, religious and other links with 
Düsseldorf and promote acceptance, peace 
and reconciliation, an ethos that remains as 
relevant today as it was in 1947. The anniversary 
of this relationship in 2017 gave rise to a range 

of exciting events, mutual visits and activities 
- from joint concerts to (half-)marathon 
running, visiting artists and musicians to a 
cocktail competition - that brought the RDA 
to the renewed attention of a wide audience.

It is the  RDA’s mission to build on the 
success of 2017 and encourage many more 
individuals and organisations to become 
members and participate in events. The 
Association has a fascinating history and - 
in the age of Brexit - continuing relevance. 
To find out more about our plans and the 
opportunities to link up with people and 
groups in Düsseldorf, and about the travelling 
exhibition and talks on Phoebe Cusden and 
the RDA, contact the Association at info@
reading-dusseldorf.org.uk. The next event 
is the Annual Dinner on Thursday, 19 April, 
at the Caversham Rose and non-members are 
welcome. For ticket enquiries please contact 
anke@reading-dusseldorf.org.uk.

PIANO LESSONS 

Available from an 

experienced teacher, 

ex-concert pianist. 

All levels taught. 

Your house or mine 

(Steinway grand) 

Anna: 07568 377731  

HEMDEAN  HOUSE  SCHOOL
In

Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 7SD,  Tel:  0118 9472590 
e-mail: office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk,   web-site: www.hemdeanhouse.co.uk

Independent day school

for boys and girls, 3 -11 years 

The small school with big expectations

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

One Tuesday in January 2018 pedestrians and motorists in Caversham looked on in awe and 
disbelief as they watched an escorted articulated lorry transporting a barge taking 20 minutes to 
negotiate its way up Prospect Street.

Home-Craft, the independent hardware shop, rushed to pull in their awning and at this point 
someone from the escort vehicle got out to guide the driver at the roundabout.  “I really thought 
the iron railings outside Waltons’, were going to be very badly damaged”, said a Caversham 
resident.  She continued.  “At one point the lorry was positioned diagonally across the street!  I’ll 
never forget this spectacle, not to mention the skill of that lorry driver.  In fact I took a video, 
which I sent to family and friends: they thought it was great!”

Reading Düsseldorf Association

Lorry barges it’s way through Caversham

David Jenkins in concert ‘Dreaming Dreams’
Saturday 14th April 2018 at Methodist Church, Gosbrook Road.

With Rachel Scarlett (Soprano and Flautist), Renato Fonseca (Flautist)
and Mystery guest artistes. Refreshments available. Pay at the door.



 
arter-electrical.co.uk
er-electrical.co.uk
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Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk

Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

‘ A generous cheque to help the work of the 
hospice’

Caversham WI
Caversham W I held their January meeting at Church House.  This was 

a Member’s Meeting where the floor was open to any member to speak on 
their chosen subject. We were fortunate to have two previous Lady Mayors 
as members, who each told us of their differing and varying experiences 
and events during their year of Office. It was really a unique evening and 
enjoyed by all.  They both had travelled world-wide to represent Reading   
and experienced living in our twinned towns abroad.  During their years 
they have raised money for a variety of different charities connected to 
Reading. 

 Later in the evening, each member had the opportunity to vote from a 
short list of Resolutions that the National W I will be following during the 
rest of the year.  

Ladies are very welcome to visit our friendly group.  We hold meetings on 
the third Thursday of the month, at 7. 30 p.m. which helps to avoid child-
care issues. There is usually easy parking and a lift to the first floor meeting 
room at Church House, Church Street. RG4 8AX. 

For enquiries please contact our secretary on 9475176  

Chazey WI
Our Vice President welcomed everyone including Alan Copeland our guest 

speaker. Alan gave an interesting talk on Curiosities in the Chilterns using a 
screen and sound effects, which was both Interesting and very entertaining. 
A vote of thanks was given and then refreshments were taken. Our members 
were told that our President had been in hospital over Christmas and the 
New Year, and we wish her well. 

Five committee members gave a brief outline on this year’s resolutions, 
a vote was taken and the meeting voted for resolution 4 on mental health 
matters. 

 Permission has been given from BFWI to change the day and time of 
the Annual Meeting.

Our competition was won by Julie Bradshaw-a very good sketch of the 
Caversham sign located in the Precinct.

We welcome ladies thinking of joining us, and we meet on the first 
Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the Caversham Methodist church hall 
on the corner of Highmoor Rd and the Woodcote Rd. For further information 
contact chazeywi@gmail.com

Caversham Heights 
Townswomen’s Guild

The Guild   entered a new era on the 21st of February: we now meet 
on the third Wednesday of the month at 2 p.m. We will still meet at the 
same venue: Caversham Heights Methodist Church Hall, Woodcote Room, 
74 Highmoor Road, Caversham, and we hope the new time will be more 
attractive to old and new members. Our speaker was Mrs S Duggan, who 
spoke on ‘The Witness Service’. 

Our next meeting is the AGM on the 21st of March.
In the months following the AGM we have speakers on The length 

For a Clinic appointment please call

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING

ENGINEER
Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

CLUBS

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event

in this sized space

from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager 

for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.comadvertising@cavershambridge.org

and breadth of Britain and Jane Austin and her 
connection with Reading, not to mention theatre 
trips and days out. So, Ladies - why not join us on 
the third Wednesday of the month?

Caversham Bowls Club
On Saturday 20th January at their AGM, 
Caversham Bowls Club presented a cheque for 
£1105-34 to the chosen charity, The Alexander 
Devine Hospice.

News from 

St. Barnabas Church 
 Some months ago, the Bishop of Oxford invited 
everyone in the diocese to explore the Beatitudes. 
Using his three-session booklet as a guide, a group 
in St. Barnabas Church have covered the topics – 
Contemplative, Compassionate and Courageous. 
The material which was accompanied by video and 
video resources provided much food for thought and 
many worthwhile discussions. The challenge from the 
Bishop posed the questions ‘what do the words of the 
Beatitudes tell us about Jesus, what do they tell us 
about being human in the 21st century and what kind 
of a church are we called to be’?

 This month at St. Barnabas a Mothering Sunday 
service will be held on the 11th March at 9.30 a.m. 
and as customary simnel cake will be served  for the 
refreshments. The annual parochial church meeting 
(APCM) will take place on the 18th March as part of the 
morning service. On Palm Sunday the following week 
the Passion Narrative will be read. Subsequently in 
Holy Week there will be services on Maundy Thursday 
at 8.00 p.m. and Good Friday (non-communion) from 
2.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. An Easter Day celebration will 
take place on the 1st April. In addition to the customary 
Sunday services Dawn Communion is being organised 
at 6.00 a.m.

St Michael’s Catholic 
Church, Peppard Road, 

Sonning Common

As well as serving Sonning Common and 
the surrounding South Oxfordshire villages, St 
Michael’s parish includes Emmer Green and 
Caversham Park Village. Our parish school, St 
Martin’s, is located in Caversham Park Village.

During Lent, as well as our regular weekday 

and weekend Masses, there will be an opportunity 
for quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament on 
Monday evenings (7-8pm). We are also planning 
talks by representatives of other faiths. You are 
welcome to join us at any time but particularly for 
our Holy Week and Easter services (25th March 
to 1st April). Please visit our parish website www.
saintmichaelsonningcommon.org.uk for up to 
date information or call the parish office 0118 
9723418.

We look forward to welcoming you to St 
Michael’s. 

CHURCHES
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Women’s World Day 
of Prayer 

Friday 2nd March

7:30pm at St. Andrew’s Church, 
Harrogate Road, Caversham 

Heights.
“All God’s Creation Is Very Good”. 
A service prepared by the women of 

Suriname. 
All welcome – both men and 

women.

Hatterpillar Day at 
St Anne’s 

St Anne’s Catholic Primary School, 
Caversham, took part in ‘Wear a Woolly Hat 
Day’ for St Mungo’s.

St Mungo’s is a charity which helps 

homeless people get off the streets and all 
children and staff were asked to wear a woolly 
hat and make a donation to the charity.

When we have the sort of chilly weather that 
we have had recently, it really brings home the 
difficulties experienced by the homeless. With 
our support, St Mungo’s will be able to help 
even more homeless people off the street and 
will be able to work to end homelessness.

For more information go to the website:  
h t tps : / /www.mungos .o rg /ge t - invo l ved/
fundraise-for-us/woolly-hat-day

‘The children wearing their woolly hats’.  

Two donkeys and one Bishop?
Palm Sunday!  

This Palm Sunday, 25 March, 
why not join Buffy and Solomon 
as they walk with the Bishop of 
Reading, Andrew Proud. 
 
Everyone is invited to join the 
walk. All of it from St Margaret’s 
Mapledurham to St John the 
Bap�st, Gosbrook Road or 
joining or leaving at any point. 
 
On the way, take in the 
Mapledurham woods, St Peter’s 
Caversham, Caversham Court 
and Christchurch Meadows. 
 
Refreshments and worship at 
each of the three parish 
churches and plenty of �me to 
meet, chat and recall Jesus’ 
journey on a donkey into  
Jerusalem. 

We would love you to join 
our journey as we retrace 
Jesus’ steps leading up to 
Easter Day, when Chris�ans 
everywhere join together 
and cry 
 
 Alleluia, He is risen! 

Two donkeys and one Bishop?
Palm Sunday!  

This Palm Sunday, 25 March, 
why not join Buffy and Solomon 
as they walk with the Bishop of 
Reading, Andrew Proud. 
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walk. All of it from St Margaret’s 
Mapledurham to St John the 
Bap�st, Gosbrook Road or 
joining or leaving at any point. 
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Mapledurham woods, St Peter’s 
Caversham, Caversham Court 
and Christchurch Meadows. 
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journey on a donkey into  
Jerusalem. 
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everywhere join together 
and cry 
 
 Alleluia, He is risen! 

One of the purposes of Caversham Bridge is to recognize 
and record significant events in the Christian life of our local 
communities and to do so within the ecumenical spirit of 
Churches in Caversham Together. The church of Our Lady and 
St Anne is the focus of Roman Catholic worship in Caversham 
and the parish has recently said farewell to Fr Paul Martin who 
was the parish priest for four years. The new parish priest, Mgr 
Patrick Daly, arrived in the parish in mid-September 2017 and 
his formal induction took place on Friday 2nd February, the 
day of Candlemas, the Feast of the Purification of the Lord. 
There was an atmosphere of great anticipation and joy at this 
very well attended ceremony at which the Liturgy of Induction 
was celebrated. The overall ceremony was conducted by the 
Dean of South Oxford, The Reverend Paul Fitzpatrick and fellow 
priests were in attendance and concelebrated the Liturgy of the 
Eucharist with Mgr Patrick Daly as the Principal Celebrant.

The Liturgy of the Induction began with the Blessing of 
Candles and the Procession, the singing of a Processional 
Hymn (‘Songs of thankfulness and praise, Jesus, Lord to 
thee we raise’) and the Welcome and Introduction from the 
Dean. A group of Mgr Patrick’s former parishioners from SS 
Peter & Paul, Wolverhampton attended the mass and one of 
their number read the First Reading from Malachi 3, 1 – 4 
with Patricia Naxton from St Anne’s leading the Responsorial 
Psalm. Julia Feeney of the parish read the Second Reading 
from Hebrews 2, 14 -18. The Gospel (Luke 2, 22 – 40) was 
read by Mgr Michael Sharkey of Oxford South Deanery.

Then followed the Rite of Induction, starting with the Letter of 
Appointment read by Sarah Bernto, Vice-Principal of St Anne’s 
parish school. Then the Dean invited Mgr Patrick to make the 
Profession of Faith, including the receiving the Custody of the 
Church and undertakings to Pray the Word of God, prepare 
candidates for Baptism, Confirmation and Holy Communion, 
to carry out the Sacraments of Reconciliation and Healing and 
to celebrate the Mass ( The Eucharist and the Tabernacle). The 
induction was completed by the signing of documents and 
witnessing of signatures. 

The Liturgy of the Eucharist was then celebrated with Mgr 
Patrick and concelebrants and then the Communion rite was 
undertaken. These series of familiar rituals at the heart of the 
faith gained special significance for all those taking part in 
the induction and for those participating in the congregation 
at large. Truly the induction of a parish priest is a unique and 
significant event and as such, a combination of sensations 
and experiences are latent and are felt both collectively and 
individually. After the service those attending were invited to 
join a reception in the Cenacle for refreshments and much 
animated conversation, whilst offering hospitality to his former 
Wolverhampton parishioners whom St Anne’s was delighted to 
receive and share in this event.

A service booklet was prepared for this event and this will be 
for many a treasured remembrance of an event which is both 
spiritual and historical. Mgr Patrick offered an autobiographical 
reflection by way of conclusion to his induction which will 
repay study and offers insight. In it Father Patrick writes: 
‘Parishioners can check up from time to time what it is they 
have a right to expect from their pastor. And the new parish 
priest can read now and again his letter of appointment from 
the Archbishop and go through the questions asked of him 
by the Dean as a weather check on his own performance. 
A new chapter opens in the parish’s life and a new page is 
turned in the priestly ministry of the pastor’. Father Patrick 
was the parish priest at SS Peter & Paul in Wolverhampton 
from 1999 to 2013. He then served as General Secretary to 
the EU Bishops Conference (COMECE) in Brussels until 2016. 
Prior to ordination Fr. Patrick had worked in the EU institutions 
as a linguist and he is a graduate of the Catholic University of 
Louvain, having studied there between 1975 and 1980.

So, a new priest has joined the list of all those who have 
served Our Lady and St Anne parish since 1896. The church 
is also the site of the newly refurbished Shrine of Our Lady of 
Caversham, which itself will be re-dedicated in May 2018. The 
Christian community welcomes Fr. Patrick to his new parish as 
do his local parishioners and we wish him every success and 
fulfilment in his new parish.                     Stephen A. Roberts

Celebrating the Induction of Mgr Patrick Daly 
at Our Lady and St Anne

Making the Profession of Faith and taking Oaths of 
Induction.

The Rite of Peace.

Fr Patrick at the Reception catching up on news!

The Recession: Father Patrick is now inducted!
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www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Visit our showroom at

Chimney Sweeping
Wood & Multi-Fuel Stoves

Fireplaces, Gas & Electric Fires
Installation Service

Tel: 0118 9463060

Bedrooms – Studies – Alcoves 
Bespoke Storage Solutions

BOILER REPLACEMENT 
SPECIALIST

• All Gas Work Undertaken  •  Servicing
• Landlord Safety Certificates  •  Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to under-
perform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our state

of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158

for free quote

Kentwood Garden Services
Have your Garden maintained 

Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared

For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on

0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Turfing        Fencing        Hedge-cutting        Patios

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

• Your problem is ours
• Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet  Reading 07952 668959

••
••

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports • Weddings • Special occasions

Local reliable service

Ray Noble Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Proprietor Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

www.caversham.org.uk
THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.

ONE TO ONE
computer

training

for all ages &
abilities

using your own
computer,

laptops or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates

No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long

Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07570 079700

BERKSHIRE ROOFING

1Electrics
Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements

For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

er-electrica

ARRIVE
in style

In our vintage 
Route Master 
1964 Double 
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings, 
School Proms, 
special 
occasions or 
a nostalgic trip.

Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760
barrywoolford@icloud.com

www.pasttimebus.com

PLASTERER
   Domestic and Commercial

Experienced & Reliable 
Local references available

For a free quotation telephone
Luti Zylfo:  07766 668092

Steve Daniels
Painting and Decorating

25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified

For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Will Writing and Lasting Power of Attorney 
(LPA) specialists.

Planning for the future, today. 
Call or email to book a free, no obligation, consultation 

to discuss your requirements in the comfort of your own 
home.  Evening and weekend appointments available.

www.langdalewills.co.uk
enquiries@langdalewills.co.uk       0118 348 7787

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND

TREE CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

















 





 












