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EAST CAVERSHAM SUNDAY SCHOO
STEPPING STONE TO UNITY

A significant step towards Christian unity in Caversham will be taken
on December 2nd_when the Sunday schools of Gosbrook Road Methodist
Church and St. John’s Church of England combine to form East Caversham
Sunday School. It is hoped that the pooling of the resources of both churches
will not only improve the service offered to the neighbourhood’s children, but

will also witness to the growing conviction that the future of the two churches

GLIMPSES OF
- OLD CAVERSHAM

That well-known collector of souvenirs and pictures

lies in work together.

The Sunday school mer-
ger is the immediate result
of a recommendation made
by a working party of mem-
bers of both churches which
was set up earlier this year,
and is still meeting, to con-
sider how the Church’s mis-
sion can best be furthered
in East Caversham by the
two churches acting to-
gether. But such a move
would not have been pos-
sible had there not been a
history of growing under-

standing and friendship be-
tween St. John’s and Gos-
brook Road Methodist
Church.

CONSULTATION

A combined meeting of
Sunday school staffs in the
summer indicated that
there would be no insuper-
able difficulties in joining
forces and it was discovered
that both churches were al-
ready using the same sylla-
bus. Following consultation

with parents whose children
would be affected by the
proposals it was agreed that
the new scheme should
come into effect on Advent
Sunday, the beginning of
the Church’s year.

As neither church hall is
big enough to hold all the
classes, both sets of pre-
mises will be used; the Pri-
mary meeting in St. John’s
Hall and the Juniors in the
schoolroom at  Ardler
Road. It is hoped that
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A JOYOUS CHRISTMAS

A wintry scene by the Thames at Caversham

relating to old Caversham, Mr. Bill Good, has provided
|

| two of the photographs for a new book, “Reading as it
Edited by Borough Librarian R. J. Lee, the book

is a treasury of photographs depicting the borough from

Juniors  will stay long
enough to form a Senior
group and later join con- |
firmation or church mem- | about 1870 to the early 1920s.
bership classes. AHd”“"“)"carly balloons and aircraft, fire brigades, Great War

run” held at the end of ;
October, to enable children | parades and countless vanished street scenes, together

was’’.

Here are horse trams,

and teachers to get used to
each other and the new
premises, passed happily
and all are looking forward
to the forthcoming ‘“‘mar-
riage”.

with descriptive captions that may help to answer many

long-standing arguments.
|

Caversham pictures include the Handbell Ringers,
the Caversham Academy and the building of the old

liron bridge.

NOW OPEN
FOR
FASHION

Janette has just opened
her Fashion Boutique, so
why not pop along and treat
yourself to that new outfit
to compliment your super hairdo

from

JANETTE'S HAIR SALON.

FOR FASHION AND HAIR BEAUTY

JANETTE

169 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING
Telephone: READING 53325
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CHRISTIAN
MVIISSION

This number of the Caversham Bridge sees the completion of the first
year of the newspaper in its new format. This may therefore be an appropriate
occasion to try to restate the aims of the paper.

When the paper was launched in 1964 the word ‘Bridge’ was used in
the title for a double reason. One aim has been that the newspaper should
serve as a bridge between Christians of different traditions, and the progress
that has been made in the ecumenical field in Caversham is in no small way
due to the fact that the Bridge has helped Anglicans, Roman Catholics and
Free Churchmen to learn about each other. The second aim has been to
provide a bridge between the Church and society: in this way the paper is
involved in the mission of the Church.

CHANGING UNDERSTANDING OF MISSION

The whole idea of mission has, however, in recent years undergone a
change. At one time it was thought of largely in terms of personal conversion.
This idea still rightly exists, but alongside it a new conception has grown up,
This sees the mission of the Church in more secular terms. Thinking is in
terms of the Kingdom with the Christian being concerned to build up a healthy
community at international, national and local level. And it is with the local
aspect of this that our columns are concerned,

Until a year ago our pages contained some material that was produced
outside Caversham. For this we were often criticised. The Editorial Board
believes that it made the right decision when it replaced those pages of
syndicated material with entirely Caversham material: our general policy now
is to publish only local matters written by local people. The emphasis will,
of course, vary from month to month. Sometimes more of our space is
devoted to what might be deemed to be exclusively Church matters.
one such edition a Roman Catholic distributor admitted her embarrassment
at trying to sell a paper to her non-Christian nighbours which contained such
a high proportion of Church news. On another occasion an Anglican has
complained that there has been a shortage of what he considered Christian
material—and of course some people think that unless the name of God is
mentioned the subject is not fully Christian. So long as criticisms of both
kinds occur it would seem that, though the pendulum will swing from month
to month, the right balance is being kept.

VIGOROUS COMMUNITY LIFE

Caversham has a very vigorous community life. It is, for example,
noticeable what great demands are made upon the local halls, nearly all of
which are in fact Church halls (another aspect, incidentally, of the way the
Church, often at considerable financial cost, serves the local community).
We are glad, too, to have contributions from our columnists, Zoilus, Katy,
Stan Eldon and Peter Shock. They may appear to write about so-called
“secular’’ matters, but they are all Christians who are involved in the life
of our Caversham community. It is, however, necessary to point out that our
space is limited and when unexpected articles arrive, sometimes of consider-
able length, somtimes written in a style that is not suitable for reproduction in a
newspaper, and sometimes not really related to the life of Caversham, they
cannot be published. We want variety, we want news of Caversham and of
Caversham people, and we want to encourage contributions from a wide
range of people. But a quart cannot go into a pint pot.

CHRISTMAS

This number gives news of the worship that will be offered to God In
Caversham over the Christmas season. No one who claims the title of
Christian can presume to keep Christmas without finding time for Christian
worship. To do so would be rather like arranging a birthday party and not
seeing the person whose birthday it was was invited. And the Caversham
churches have combined to produce a card which should be delivered to every
home in Caversham and Mapledurham during December to tell them about
the Christmas services. Christmas is a secular feast because it speaks of
God becoming man and being totally identified in our day-to-day life. The
Christian is called to live his life in this world and not to retreat into a ghetto
of the like minded. Some aspects of this life are good and some are evil.
The Caversham Bridge wants to draw attention to the good and to encourage
all people, whether or not they would call themselves Christians, to uphold
those things which are true and honest, good and beautiful. | believe that
the gospel of Jesus Christ has something to say to all of us about this, and
| believe that it is the task of the Bridge to further this purpose. If | did not,
| would long since have ceased to be its editor.
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~ MORRIS MEN
AT WEDDING

The wedding in St. Peter’s of Keith Woodward and Valerie Harbor, of Priest
Hill, was made memorable by the dancing of the Kennet Morris Men. The dancers
preceded the bride’s car from her Priest Hill home to St. Peter’s, but they did
not stop at the church door. Instead they danced the bride up the nave, danced

After |

after the Eucharist from
the altar to the church
door; then came more danc-
ing in the churchyard. The
| wedding was taken by the
‘ bridegroom’s uncle, the
| Rev. Reginald Beevers,
‘chaplain of Liverpool Col-
| lege, and the Eucharist, at
‘ which over 50 relatives and
| friends received the Sacra-
ment, was celebrated by the
Rector.

The Woodwards are now
living at Binfield Heath.

[
|

Community

Concern

’ The Caversham Bridge
Scheme of Social Service
will be holding its annual
general meeting on Mon-
day, January 21st, 1974,
during the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity, at 7.30
p.m. in St. Anne’s Hall,
Washington Road.

Those already involved in
the Bridge Scheme and any-
one else with a concern for
the welfare of people in
Caversham should try to be
present. Make a note of the
date in your diary now.

As on previous occasions
there will be a speaker. This
time it will be Mr. Chris
Perry, of the Reading De-
partment of Social Services,
who has a special responsi-
bility for Caversham. His
subject will be “Community
Concern in the Social Ser-

vices.”

again after the signing of the registers, and danced the bride and bridegroosa

The Kennet Morris Men dancing in Caversham
Churchyard
The Studio, Bucklebury.
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Keith and Valerie Woodward and the Morris dancers

—The Studio, Bucklebury.

Invest and save regularly with

Building Society
The ‘Portman’ who have had an
office in Reading for 15 years,
offer a courteous friendly and
efficient investment service. Call
and discuss the particular investment
account you require with your
local Branch Manager.

Brian Hazell

or write or telephone for full
investment details.

Reading 52804/56260
£7.75% Capital sums
£8.00% Regular Savings

25 KING STREET
READING, RG1 2HE

Authorised for Investment by Trustees
Member of the Building Societies Association.
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With Katy

Just back from my auto-
hypnosis group at the
Smokers’ Forum — on my
second count-down and
back to five a day. Since
S0 many people (including
Elsie South, of Priest Hill,
who is doing voluntary duty
as secretary of the forum)
are determined to stop me
smoking, I'm equally deter-
mined to give up this time if
it kills me — it probably
will if I don’t! Dr. Fraser,
Deputy Medical Officer,
asks me to tell our readers
that the group will shortly
be obtaining bio-feed-back
machines; for the benefit of
the unitiated these are
somewhat sophisticated
electrical instruments for
measuring energy waves
and gauging the state of re-
laxation, a vital factor in
‘giving up’.

There’s no virtue about
‘going it alone’ if you think
the group can help—Abbey
Mill House, every Monday
night, between 5.30 and
7.30.

“You’re welcome”

I don’t know who the
gentleman was, but he
made my day recently
when, on being thanked for
holding open a local shop
door, replied: “It’s my plea-
sure”. I’'ve always missed
the equivalent of the Ger-
man “Bitte”, and I found
the same pleasure in
America, hearing people
reply “You’re welcome”. A
little thing, but a way of
showing friendliness and it
means a lot.

Wools and silks
I've been chatting to
Vera Fletcher, of Prospect
Street. She tells me she is
now stocking a very wide
range of tapestry wools and
special embroidery silks, It

in Caversham

seems that this particular
range of tapestry wool was
hitherto unobtainable any-
where closer than Salisbury,
so this is going to save
someone a journey, She
also tells me she is very will-
ing to advise anyone who
has never tackled this kind
of thing before and that her
assistant, Mrs. Crook, is an
expert in crochet work and
only too happy to help. So
there you are — right on
your doorstep!

Christmas greetings

Bedevilled as always by
this question of Christmas
cards and to whom to send
them (costs rocket every
year with increase in post-
age), I've decided to com-
promise. With the editor’s
permission I hereby give
notice that with few excep-
tions I'm sending no cards
this year to people I meet
frequently — the excep-
tions will be those to whom
they mean so much, i.e. old
people, people on their
own, and those who need a
bit of reassurance of one’s
affection.

And may I repeat my
annual suggestion that to
someone in very reduced
circumstances, a small gift
of money to enable them to |
purchase gifts for others|
some weeks before Christ-i
mas can mean very much
more than an elaborate and ,
— dare I say it — often
useless gift “on the day”. |
Talking to a nun recently, |
she told me the hardesti
thing she found to give up,
was the pleasure of giving
gifts. Well we can’t do
much about those who have
voluntarily relinquished
this pleasure — we can, if
I may say so, do a hell of
a lot more for those whose
poverty is involuntary!

NaesS

Put yourselt in

MILWARDS
SHOES

Church Street, Caversham

Bookbinding

Books Rebound or Repaired
in Cloth or Leather.

Also Old Books of interest Bought.

BINDERCRAFT
195 OXFORD, ROAD, READING
55424

Tel.:

I regret to say it will be
no hardship to me to forego
the pleasure of sending
Christmas greetings to the
local Highways Committee.
Like many others, I’'m sick
of staggering over piles of
bricks and rubble (especi-
ally when the street lights
fail to come on) and coping
with traffic lights that give
no guidance to pedestrians.
And why, oh why, do they
have to tackle more than
one road at a time? Heaven
knows the Henley Road al-
terations are trying enough
— couldn’t they concen-
trate on those first.

i
|
|
Caversham’s roads
|

Noise!

Congratulations to the |
owner of the new fish and
chip shop who had the
courage Lo ask someone to
switch off a radio in a
crowded shop recently; and
thanks to the young gentle-
man concerned who had
the good sense to accept the
request quietly. A bit more
courage and a bit more co-
operation might serve to re-
duce some of the ‘noise
strain” we are always com-
plaining about!

Mr, John Kirkpatrick and Miss Lynda Davis were
married at St. Andrew’s Church on October 20th

Mapledurham Parish Council

The monthly meeting of the Mapledurham Parish
Council was held on Thursday, 11th October, 1973. Mr.

B. A. Fowles, Chairman of the Council, presided at the H

meeting.

During the last few months the Council have been
having lengthy correspondence with the Charity Com-
mission and other legal authorities to determine the
legality of building the proposed Hall on the Playing
Fields. ~ The Charity Commission had suggested that
because of the terms of the original conditions that per-
mitted the use of the land as a Playing Field, the erection
of a Hall was infringing these conditions. ~However,
following a visit made to the Charity Commission by
representatives of the Parish Council, the Charity Com-
mission are satisfied that by erecting a pavilion that will
be an ancillary part of the Playing Fields no breach of
trust is involved.

The Council have now overcome all the obstacles
that have prevented the pavilion from being built before
this, and it will therefore now be possible for building
operations to commence. This it is anticipated will be
in the early part of 1974.

Concern was expressed by some members that resi-
dents had found it difficult to find a suitable place to
dump household rubbish that cannot be taken away by
the normal means through the weekly collection by the
Henley R.D.C. refuse collectors.

particulars of which can always be obtained from the|,

offices of the Henley R.D.C. .
Because of this inability to dispose of some rubbish,
concern was also expressed at the number of bonfires
that there have been in the parish lately. It had ap-
peared that on occasions some of the fires had been lit
without any consideration or thought for other persons

. [living in the neighbourhood. Residents were particu-

larly asked to bear this in mind when lighting a bonfire.

In view of the delays in implementing the main
drainage scheme proposals that are intended for the
houses in the Chazey Road and Upper Warren Avenue
area, a letter is being sent to the Henley R.D.C. asking
for the scheme to be hastened. p

A letter was received from Oxfordshire C.C. stating
that junction road markings will be placed at the junc-
tion of Upper Warren Avenue and Ridge Hall Close
when the latter is adopted. It was also noted that in
view of comments that had been received about the speed
cars travel along Upper Warren Avenue, the Police
Authority have been requested to observe the speed of
vehicles in that avenue.
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CAVERSHAM
CARPET CENTRE LTD.

23 CHURCH STREET

Telephone READING 476820

LET CAVERSHAM CARPETS QUOTE YOU FOR
YOUR NEXT CARPETING REQUIREMENTS

We can supply any make of carpet, and offer
you no gimmicks but a genuine first class job.
There is a Large Range of Broadlooms in stock
and FITTING IS COMPLETELY FREE.

Our representative will arrange to call day or
evening to suit you, and estimates can be
supplied on the spot.

LET US GIVE YOU

! THAT SECOND ESTIMATE

Members were reminded of the rubbish dump man- i
aged by Henley R.D.C. that is available to all residents, |}

H

THE FLOWER CORNER |

(Mary Hooper and Patricia Collins)

*

FLORAL EXPERTS
FOR EVERY OCCASION

*

139 CAVERSHAM ROAD
READING, BERKS.

Tel.: READING 52856
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Serving the Seamen
of the World

TWO MEN DIED WHEN FIRE SWEPT THE BRITISH SHIP EDENMORE
in Newport Docks, Monmouthshire, leaving other crewmen injured and suffering
shock. The fire broke out in the early hours of the morning, and soon afterwards
Newport’s Missions to Seamen chaplain, Eric Newman, was summoned to the

ship by local firemen.

Mr. Newman found the
crew clearing up, and was in-
vited to join them in their bar
before telephoning  volun-
tary helpers and opening the
mission.

“Thanks for coming down
so soon, padre”, said one of
the men, I expect we’ll be
coming up to your place”.

Emergency action was
taken to provide food and
washing facilities for the men,
and the police borrowed Mr.
Newman’s office to take state-
ments.

With the telephone in con-
tinual use for reassuring calls
by the crew, Mr. Newman
was particularly conscious of
the “white faced first trippers
who had suddenly seen a hard
and horrible side of life and
were reacting after a period

passion™.

He was also impressed by
the fact that The Missions to
Seamen had been summoned
almost immediately, proving,
Mr. Newman said, “‘the com-
plete identity of our indhstrial
mission with the industry it
serves”.

Practical Service

That story, with its em-
phasis on practical service,
illustrates one of the more
dramatic aspects of the work
of The Missions to Seamen.
The third largest Anglican
missionary society, it has been
working with seafarers since
1856, always ready to cope
with the emergencies when
they occur but more usually
offering Christian counsel in
major ports throughout the
world.

The symbol dates back to
soon after the society’s foun-
dation, and was inspired by a
passage in the Book of Revel-
ation which reads: “Then I
saw another angel flying over-
head, sent to announce the
good news to all who live on
the earth, every nation, race,
language and tribe™,

But, in addition to pro-
claiming the good news in
words, The Missions to Sea-
men is noted for its practical
approach. The society’s clubs
offer a wide range of services
and facilities, and some have
hostel accommodation.

No picnic
The work began in the
1850s when a seafarer’s life
was no picnic, and it was in-
spired by a clergyman called
John Ashley who ministered

\;}‘1;?‘;2,6\,“3;}? #00; busy e to seamen in the Bristol
k . In fact, the society has 87 Channel. Ashley bought a
Afterwards, Mr. Newman clubs and representatives in cutter, named it Eirene, and
paid tribute to his voluntary some 25 ports, and its Flying sailed the Channel in all
staff, who had reacted with Angel flag is known to all sea- weathers, retiring eventually
“sp efficiency and com- farers. through ill-health  brought
N o~ about by his irregular life.
IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFTS | After a short gap The Mis-

FOR ALL THE FAMILY

sions to Seamen came into
being, and today there are
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Missions to Seamen

The Rev. John Prec-
ious, who is spending the
first week-end in Decem-
ber in the parish of
Caversham on behalf of
the Missions to Seamen,
has had varied experi-

ence in many ports
throughout the world.
Ordained in 1935, he

served as curate in two
parishes before becom-
ing the Missions to Sea-
men chaplain at Middles-
(borough for six years,

Then he was with the
Mission in Durban and
has also been port chap-
lain at Hongkong, Yoko-
hama and Hamburg as
| well as incumbent of an
Australian parish from
1952 to 1957.

It is hoped that as a
result of his visit interest
will be aroused in Caver-
sham in the work of this
| great society.

<

Eric Newman, Missi to
with a seaman in hospital

Subbuteo Table Soccer, Cricket, Rugby
from £1.70 to £9.90
*
Billiard Tables, Punch Balls & Boxing Gloves
*
Chess Sets from 80p to £26, with wide
selection of Boards up to £10.95.
TS
Boys’ authentic Football Kits, Track Suits, and
wide range of Boots and Training Shoes.
*

Everything for the Golfer — Clubs, Bags,
Trolleys, Putters, Christmas packs of Golf Balls
and many other accessories.

*

Barclaycard and Access Cards Welcome.
STAN ELDON SPORTS LIMITED

ST. MARTIN’S CENTRE, CAVERSHAM
Tel.: Reading 473588

PO TABBVBER DGO DI OAC BB DD AT D s € DD >

GREEN. SHIELD STAMPS

Caversham Fabrics
Specialists in Dress Fabrics, Curtain Fabrics,
Curtains & Window Shades,

Wish all their Customers
A VERY HAPPY CHRISTMAS &
A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

4 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Reading 475169

} SITUATIONS VACANT

Local office and other jobs are available
through LMS.

Professional and Administrative appointments.
Part-time and Temporary work.
| See

‘ LOCAL MANAGEMENT SERVICES LTD.
‘ 6 PROSPECT STREET
| CAVERSHAM

J Telephone: Reading 478130

| boats in many ports carrying
| on the work that Ashley be-
gan. The mission boat in the
Port of London is called John
| Ashley III, and it serves as a
floating taxi, taking chaplains
ship visiting.
When they go on board
‘ ships, mission staff have to be
| prepared to give advice on
| everything from  getting
around the port to mending a
| marriage. Sometimes there is
|an impromptu communion
| service while the ship’s busi-
| ness goes on all around.

Sick seamen are not for-
| gotten, either, and one of the
| most important tasks for
| chaplains is hospital visiting,
finding books and magazines
in the seafarer’s language and
trying to make the long hours
of inactivity less boring, be-
cause The Missions to Seamen
| is a mission to seamen of all
| beliefs and all races.

Million Pound Budget

Many British seamen first
jcome in contact with the
| society at the National Sea
Training School at Gravesend
which has its own Flying
Angel club, and chaplains on
leave talk to the boys about
life at sea and in other coun-
tries. Problems are the stock
in trade of chaplains, and
their counselling skills are
often tested to the full. Some-
times they meet hostility, but
most often the ‘sky pilot’ is a
welcome visitor on board ship.

With a worldwide budget
of one million pounds, The
Missions to Seamen welcomes
one-and-a-quarter million sea-
farers to its clubs each year,
and its chaplains clock up

80,000 ship visits. The pro-
position  will change as
modern shipping patterns

mean shorter times spent in
port, but the society’s work
will continue as long as sea-
farers exist.

“We never go anywhere
else”, said a ship’s captain in
Belfast, whose club has con-
tinued to flourish despite the

troubles. “The mission’s here,

Boys at the National

Training School, Gravesend,
practice deck work.

PRECIOUS’ ENGAGE-
MENTS IN
CAVERSHAM

Friday, November 30th:
7.30 p.m. — Preach at
St. Andrew’s.

Sunday, December 2nd:

9.15 a.m. — Preach at
St. Peter’s.

11.15 a.m. — Speak to
St. Andrew’s Sun-
day school.

12.45 p.m. — Bread
and chese lunch at
Caversham Park.

4 p.m. — Evensong
with film at St
John’s.

8 p.m. — Film at Em-
mer Green Youth
Centre.

and thank God for it because
if it wasn't, well, there’d be
just nowhere to go, nobody to
talk to”,

_ "If anybody needed any
justification for The Missions
to Seamen they should look
at Belfast. And that's justi-
fication enough”,

Seal—

-

v o | IR @A IKEeRrtS
auctioneers & estate agents

associated offices at

Reading, Caversham, Tilehurst, Woodley
Wokingham, Crowthorne, Fleet
Cheltenham, Hucclecote & Stroud

LOCALISED EXPERT ATTENTION
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM.
TEL. READING 478478

R. R. Clark & Partners

PROSPECT HOUSE, PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM.
TELEPHONE: READING 479349
LOCAL OFICES :—
READING TEL.: READING 55455
TILEHURST TEL.: READING 22112
WOODLEY TEL.: READING 693999

Walton Adams & Son
Led.

Photographers
Phone: Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
PHOTOGR APHS

WEDDING AT HOME

PASSPORT

|




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

DECEMBER, 1973

“THE NOBLE VOICES OF

THE PAST”

by

*“ The noble voices of the past are clearly to us calling
Examples of such men as these prevent the nation

falling”.

—Excerpt from Reading School Song.

The admirable if some-
what archaic sentiments ex-
pressed in the anthem
familiar to all Old Reding-
ensians set me pondering
on what sort of list of
famous men Caversham
could produce, and as there
is little to report from the
Reading Council front this
month, T spent an hour or
two delving into the records
of the village, to discover
the kind of example local
worthies have provided in
the past. And I must pay
tribute to Mrs. Margaret
Tate and Mrs. D. Robinson,
whose well-documented his-
tories of Caversham and
Emmer Green respectively
were rewarding sources of
local lore.

Sadly, it seems that
Caversham has been pretty
short on resident celebrities.
The founding father figure
of our community was pro-
bably a Walter Gifard, who
had the good luck to be an
uncle of William the Con-
queror, helped compile the
Domesday Book, and in
1070 A.D. was rewarded
with a gift of lands in and
around Caversham. From
this grew a settlement and
in the 12th Century there
was a castle maintained by
the Earl of Pembroke, who
has a niche in the hall of
fame as a signatory to the
Magna Charta.

Siege of Reading

For the next four hun-
dred years our forebears
seemed to have lived a life
of industrious simplicity, no
bad thing in those turbulent
times, and even the sacking
of Reading Abbey and the
visit of Henry VIII’s notori-
ous commissioner, Dr. Lon-
don, to destroy the famous
Caversham shrine, alleged
resting place of crucifixian
relics, did not shake them
from their steadfast neu-
trality. During the Siege of
Reading in the Civil Wars
they resolutely kept their
heads down and resisted all
temptation to be mentioned
in despatches.

But some years before
this, on the hill above the
Thames, a great house was
built that was to be the
setting for such historical
figures that Caversham can
claim. It was known at

various times as Cayersham
Manor, Caversham House,
Caversham Park Mansion,
Crawshay’s Mansion, the
Oratory School — and is
now a department of the
British Broadcasting Cor-
poration. In the sixteenth
century the owner was Sir
Francis Knollys, a great
figure in his day as Chief
Steward to Queen Eliza-
beth, whom he frequently
entertained with  much
pomp and circumstance. He
also found time to be a
Member of Parliament ad
to father sixteen children.

Later the owner of
Caversham Park was the
Earl of Cadogan, who
brought in the renowned
landscape architect, Capa-
bility Brown, to re-model
the house and lay out the
grounds at a cost of over
£30,000, a tremendous sum
in the eighteenth century.
This could well have been
the noble earl’s undoing,
because debts drove him
out eventually to settle in a
less salubrious but more
economical estate on the
sandy coast of Norfolk.

George II, that fiery little
Hanoverian monarch who
was the last English king to
lead his troops into battle,
has a somewhat tenuous
link with Caversham as one
of his natural sons, the off-
spring of an affair with the
delectable  Countess de
Marsack, was pensioned off
quite handsomely on the
condition that he kept quiet
about his exalted origin.
Major Charles Marsack
took over Caversham Park
from the Earl of Cadogan
and lived there, in sedate
state, until he died at a ripe
old age.

Celtic Invasion

Now comes the Industrial
Revolution and the arrival
of the last family to occupy
the big house on the hill,
and so qualify for a place in
the gallery of Caversham
notables. The Crawshays
Wwere  prosperous  iron-
masters from Wales, who,
like so many successful
businessmen of the nine-
tenth century, marked their
affluence by purchasing a
country seat in the shires.
After a fire in 1851, the
house was re-built and the

A CUP OF WATER OR A
CHRISTMAS CARD FOR
MARY IN ETHIOPIA?

*

BINDY AND BETTY SHAYLER
SEND CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
AND LOVE
TO ALL THEIR FRIENDS

and

to

Zoilus

Crawshays remained one of
the leading families in the
district until well into the
twentieth century, when
Caversham Park became a
school. No doubt they were
responsible for many bene- |
fits in the locality, but one |
at least may be of doubtful |
merit. A hundred years ago |
the Black Horse Inn was |
situated in Peppard Road,
on Crawshay land. Each
Sunday as they drove home
from church the family was
affronted by the sight of a
crowd of thirsty villagers |
waiting outside the pub for |
the doors to open. So they |
had it demolished and later |
it was re-built on its present
site, opposite the White
Horse. Such was the bene-
volent dictatorship of the|
Victorian squire! |

The Blounts were an-|
other name prominent in
the district, although their
residence was at Mapledur-
ham Hall. The diarist John
Evelyn notes that when he
visited Caversham in 1659
he met Sir Henry Blount
and describes him as “the |
famous traveller and water |
drinker”. Presumably the
choice of water as a bever- |
age was fame enough in|
those bibulous days. |

At the end of the last
century, F. G. Saunders, |
chairman of the Great |
Western Railway, lived in
Surley Row. He must have
been a popular chap, for
when he returned from the
Boer War the male villagers

lined up on the outskirts of |

Caversham to welcome
him, unhooked the horses
from his carriage and drew
him home in triumph and
rejoicing.

So although the noble
voices of the past in Caver-
sham may not have figured
much in national history,
they were no doubt great
local celebrities in their
day. And there is at least
one who is preserved for
posterity as an exhibit at
Madam Tussaud’s, surely
the hallmark of fame. Mrs.
Dyer, the baby farmer who
drowned several of her
charges in  Caversham
Weir, is a senior inhabitant
of the Chamber of Horrors.

ARTHUR WISE [
The ‘Caversham Bridge’
records with regret the
death on October 29th of
Mr. Arthur Wise at his
home at 80 York Road. He
was one of the oldest mem-
bers of St. Peter’s congre-
gation, and as we reported
earlier this year he and his
wife had recently celebrated
their golden wedding anni-
versary. Mr. Wise had been
employed for many years at
Suttons. During his retire-
ment he had been a
familiar figure in Caver-
sham Road, acting as Lolli-
pop man for the children of
E.P. Collier school.. His
funeral service took place
on November 2nd. Many
readers of the ‘Caversham
Bridge’ will wish, through
our columns, to send sym-
pathy to Mrs. Wise and her
family.

After thirty-five years in
Geoffreyson Road, Reg and
Pauline Harper have moved
to Shropshire to be near
their daughter, who was re-
cently married. Reg has
been a devoted member of
St. Andrew’s choir through-

Coach Drivers) etc.
incidentals.

R. Chewter.
St.

—8 DAYS.

INNELLAN—Y DAYS,

ete.

All are ““One Centre’” Tours.
AMETHYST TOURS is a non-pro

AMETHYST TOURS are escorted throughout,
14-75. Those over 75 are welcome provided they are fit and can arrange their
Continental Health Insurance.

AMETHYST TOURS are known for their hilarity
Prices may be subject to slight variation.

Full information is available from AMETHYST OF READING.
CORNWALL—CENTRED AT NEWQUAY—8 DAYS. Leaders: Rev. and Mrs.

By Air from Heathrow.
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SHROPSHIRE

out his years in Caversham
(actually they lived in the
first house across the
Mapledurham border) and
Pauline will be missed from
the Mothers’ Union, of
which she was a keen mem-
ber. Their new address is

14 Churchill Drive, Wem,
Salop: they will hope that
Caversham friends in the
neighbourhood will look
them up.

Their many Caversham
friends send best wishes for
life in their new parish.

AMETHYST TOURS, 1974

. PALMER HALL, WEST STREET, READING
By Private Luxury Touring Coach from READING and LONDON

PRELIMINARY ANNOUNCEMENT

All are entirely free from alcohol.
fit-making Company connected with
AMETHYST OF READING
Charges really are inclusive and cover Daily Excursions, Insurance, Tips (excepting

All you pay for are Tea, Coffee,

Dates—Saturday, June 8th to Saturday, June 15th.
Ives—Polperro—Perranporth—Lostwithiel — Bedruthan — St.
Mount—Land’s End—
DERBYSHIRE PEAK DISTRICT — CENTRED AT ASHOVER — 8 DAYS.
Dates—Saturday, June 29th to Saturday, July 6th.
Matlock—Buxton—Castleford—Dovedale -
Chatsworth—Derwent Reservoir, etc.
PRAGUE (CZECHOSLOVAKIA)—S8 DAYS. Leaders: Fred and Betty Jackman.
Dates—Saturday, May 25th to Saturday, June Ist (School Holiday Week).
(This is an Adult Holiday.)
ISLE OF SKYE—I12 DAYS. Leader: Mr. E. J. S. Beckley, J.P.
Dates—Monday, May 6th to Friday, May 17th.
By coach with 2 overnight stops each way.
(Alternatively 10 days with overnight rail travel to Glasgow or Stirling).
PENSIONERS’ HOLIDAY—Late September—BOURNEMOUTH (not Touring)

Megavissey—St. Ewe, etc.

Dates—Commencing Saturday, May 4th, or Saturday, October 19th.
By private coach each way.
PENSIONERS’ HOLIDAY—NIEUWPOORT—BELGIAN COAST—S8 DAYS.
Leader: Fred. Jackman.
Dates—Commencing Thursday. May 2nd, or Monday, September 30th.
By coach, ship and train.

Dates—End of August (to be finalised). e
By coach via Loch Lomond, with one overnight stop each way, visiting beauty
spots in lovely Cowall Peninsula—Inverary—Tighnabruaich—Kyles of Bute,

SWISS ALPS—12 DAYS (to be finalised).
Dates—End of August (Monday to Friday week).
By coach—including sightseeing.

AUSTRIAN ALPS—I12 DAYS (to be finalised).
Dates—July (Monday to Friday week).
By coach—including sightseeing.

All ages are catered for from

and Christian Fellowship.

Bakewell — Calver — Cromford

Ice Cream and other

Michael’s
Inclusive Price £35.

Inclusive Price £34.

Inclusive Price £65.

Inclusive Price £60-£70,

Inclusive Price £19.

Inclusive Price £34.

Inclusive Price £52.

Inclusive Price £78.

Inclusive Price £72,
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Children’s
Christmas
Corner

by FREDA MEADOWS

CHRISTMAS IS THE
TIME OF YEAR when we
give presents. It is the time
when we remember the
very special present God
gave to everyone. God sent
us baby Jesus, who was to
grow up to teach us about
God, about loving and each
other. We can also remem-
ber the other first Christ-
mas presents: the shepherds
with their lambs and the

three Kings with their
precious gifts.

Christmas is also a very
busy time, especially for
mummies and daddies.
Mummy is busy cooking
cakes and puddings and |
Daddy has a lot of work to
get finished before he can
enjoy his Christmas holiday.
So if you are wondering
what you can give them for
Christmas, try to be helpful.
I am sure they will think it
one of the best presents they
could have.

Of course, no one can be
good and helpful if they are
bored, so here is something
that will help you to keep
busy.

Fill in the words on the

Christmas tree. Afterwards
you can colour it and draw

some decorations.
Happy Christmas!

Clues

An animal in a stable.

B —

and Joseph went first.

The mother of Jesus.

The king who looked for

baby Jesus.

What Jesus used for a

bed.

Mary’s husband.

They followed the star

@, 3).

The angels

them.

The town where Jesus

was born.

10 A present
three kings.

& W

wn

=N o

oo

came to

o

from the

Answers
“asueouryuel (O1)

The place where Mary
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POSTBAG

Dear Sir, The writer of
“This should not happen”
may take comfort from the
fact that the elderly couple
in question were picked up
by a friendly car-driver and
deposited at Reading Ar-
cade to enjoy tea and shop-
ping before taking the New-
bury bus.

However, all such inci-
dents may not have such a
happy ending and surely it
would be a good idea to
have a coffee-vending ma-
chine installed in St. Mar-
tin’s precinct (and sign-
posted) so that an all-the-
year-round service could be
maintained.

C.R.

(Name and address supplied.)

Dear Sir,

In the November issue
E.C.L. takes me to task for
supporting the movement to
retain the present Town
Hall buildings. He contends
that the Market Place and
Town Hall do not lie at
Reading’s historic centre.
Well, this must remain a
matter of opinion, but lying
as it does outside the great
Abbey’s outer gateway and
beside the town church, it
has at least as good a claim
as the place where the citi-
zens practised their compul-
sory archery beside the
Minster church.

He lists the buildings’ dis-
advantages, but my article,

building as such. Not for
nothing was the heading
above my. article ‘“More
Office Blocks”.

But perhaps E.C.L. ans-
wers his own argument
most effectively in his last
paragraph, where he draws
attention to the disrepair
into which the cottages
occupied by a firm of gro-
cers is falling. I have a feel-
ing that the owners would
argue that ancient cottages
are highly unsuitable pre-
mises for modern trading
and that instead of spending
money on repairs and adap-
tation they should be de-
molished and a purpose-
built supermarket erected in
their place. How would
E.C.L. reply to that argu-
ment?

Finally, he suggests that
time could be more profit-
ably occupied in keeping an
eye on Caversham. As most
readers realise, the column
appearing above my initials
is written on behalf of the
Residents’ Association, and
their concern is almost ex-
clusively with Caversham.
Caversham is, however, part
of the wider community,
and as the article pointed
out, we do occasionally look
beyond our borders. E.C.L.,
if not already a member,
should join us. It will cost
him only 25p per annum.

Yours, etc.,
M.C.

far from suggesting that the
Town Hall was a perfect
building, acknowledged that

GOSBROOK ROAD

AMETHYST DRINKS sy eomeld bl s el MErOOL AR
8) ‘uour oSIM (L) "4dasof | Wwhen, however, I spoke of .
(9) "1e3uBN (§) 'POIOH (#)[a consensus of opinion, I Toy Service
Free from Alcohol — Of Course ‘AreIN (€) 'UUT (2) XO (1) |meant (and perhaps it ‘The annual Toy Service
SWISS: First class Sparkling Whit : : : serves me right for using a will be held at Gosbrook
il 22?23 O;).ar ing ite Grape in beautiful foiled vague word) that, taking Road Methodist Church on
) MOUSSILLON (Champagne Bottles) 90 S.P.C.K. BOOKSHOP |into consideration all the Sunday, 9th December, at
¢ RIMUSS (Tall Hock Bottles) .............. 65p The opening last month|pros and cons, the general 11 a.m., when children of
A R e S e e e [T AR P of a small religious book-|feeling was in favour of re- East Caversham Sunday
DANISH: Aimond Flavoured CHERRY /APPLE, 22/24 oz., in Tall shop at 7 Castle Street,|tention—and among the School will present gifts to
F10 K B Ot 08 e e e e PRI 56p Reading, run by the Society| citizens of Reading this a representative of the De-
FRENCH: G S ; : for Promoting Christian | feeling comes as much from partment of Social Services.
MENT‘_???S;J;DJ;JE%I')” Lelalilidieibottic 60 ? | Knowledge, will provide a|fear of what will go in its The toys will be given to
e SR e R e s T e P much-needed facility for|place as it does from a pas- needy children in the
GERMAN: Sparkling White Grape in Champagne Bottle, 23/24 0z. ... the town’s churchpeople.|sionate admiration for the borough.
¢ SCHEOSS ISAETO S e ARt RS s b 85p For too long there has been
REAL RHINE WINE, Alcohol Removed. a dearth of outlets for good| ———
WHITE or RED, MEDIUM or DRY, 23/24 oz. ............... 70p books from the religious!
ditto T e a4p §! presses. | ALL CONTRIBUTIONS FOR NEXT MONTH'S
BULGARIAN: Grape Juice in MEDIUM 17} oz. The space available to
“MARITZA” RED or WHITE ........ e R o5p A f [ SPEKK in Castle Strect | “CAVERSHAM BRIDGEZ SHGUCD HESERIRIC
il g R is limited but the Society
GERMAN: Fruit Juice and Sussmost in Foiled Bottles, 24 oz. aims to provide a repre- CHURCH HOUSE, CAVERSHAM
ATTEANTA GO ID R E DGR AP E s 37p sentative range of books,
BLACKCURRANT 37p including all important new BY TUESDAY, DECEMBER 4th
AP PLE NI e S 30p §|publications, together with
ISRAELI: GRAPE JUICE (CARMEL) in 24 oz. Bottles ey
WHITE, RO & i ments—stationery, candles,
ROSE or WHITE MUSCAT _.......cc...olivvvirnnness 65p 8| wafers and wine. Although | MEMMEMKIISI B a2 e VNNV I
GERMAN: Fruit Juice and Sussmost in ordinary Bottles, 24 oz. the shop can carry only| ¥
BRUNIATREDS!GRAPESII SRSt 40p §|limited stocks it can quickly | g Belle Bouti
WHITE GRAPE 40p § obtain books from London. elie OUthlle of Caversham
G ER R i o 46p ¢ | Orders placed not later than Mrs. B oo ¥ .
BLACKCURRANT a6p § Friday afternoon will nor- rs. Bushnell and Mrs. Wilkinson would like
APPLE i e ot Ionlh, st - T ma el N, 40p mally be available in Read- to wish all their Customers
ENGLzlgk/iéﬁDrinks (oknce called “’Non-alcoholic Wine”’), in 1ngoggn"il;lllgeshd:1isr1:;r§;25g;n A HAPPY CHRISTMAS &
oz. corked bottles. I
OLDE TYLEHURST PRIORY GINGER .............. 39p 4 ol 2o ARy 0 Hnday-— A PROSPEROLS INEWEEST
2 RIBYZ i s s it SR 32 10.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. and
” RAISIN 323 1.30 p.m. to 4.00 p.m. The
- BLACKCURRANT 34p telephone number is Read- Open Christmas Eve 9.30 — 3.30
: ORANGE  ............... aoplny s o I oy var
SACRAMENTAL—Full Size Bottles .................... azp At Al il S EO Kanil con,
NAME, ADDRESS and REMITTANCE with ORDER. Please. bisid-pestending tcse hoilrs, :
(Minimum Quantity for Free Delivery Reading Area — % dozen) DUCR l-st mopretied :,}illat i~ Special Evening Gown Reductions Now.
cause it is primarily an .
AMETHYST, Palmer Hall, West Street, Reading, Berks. RG1 IUD. office building it is not pos- Sale commences 2nd Week in January
Tel.: Reading (STD 0734) 54189. sible to open the shop on
oo < <~ | Saturdays.
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TALKING POINT

Bethlehem, how far

ST. PETER’S SCOUTS’

been made.

quires a lot of work and different skills.
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Battle still on

IN MAY THE ‘CAVERSHAM BRIDGE’ REPORTED THE STORY OF
FIGHT TO GET THEIR OWN H.Q. Now, six months
later, although much work has still to be done, very considerable progress has

A prefabricated building erected by cranes and other mechanical means re-
Owing to delays of various kinds which

is it?

by LAURENCE STEVENS

were not foresen, the building will not be finished as soon as was hoped. But for
several weeks now a small band of Group supporters have been able to make
steady progress. The drainage system has now been connected to the main sewer-
age. And, as one father reports: “It’s wonderful how quickly a fellowship can

Every time that I hear someone grumbling about Christmas . . .

rush, the commercialisation, the extra work and the difficulty of finding suitable

presents, I wonder whether we really would be happy with anything different. DOES YOUR CLUB ¢ |
For there was a time when Christmas was “abolished” in this country. Under REPORT ITS ‘

Cromwell Parliament tried to “clean up” Christmas and passed a law forbidding AC,TNITIES TOSHHE

its celebration as “popish and idolatrous”, and commanded that the day be spent CAVERS':',AM

in prayer and solemn fasting. Even Church Services were prohibited and the BRIDGE?'?

people were ordered to spend the day silently indoors. The effort was scarcely IF NOT GET YOUR

successful in bringing a new dimension of spirituality. John Evelyn the diarist SECRETARY

described it as “the mournfullest day that ever in my life I have known”. It TO CONTACT THE

wasn’t long before there were “‘plum pudding” riots and within a few years EDITOR.

Christmas was restored. >

. If Christians are sometimes accused of dragging re-
ligion into everything, then there is more than a grain
of truth in respect of Christmas. The actual date of
Christ’s birth is unknown, and in the fourth century the
celebration of Christ’s incarnation was deliberately
chosen to coincide with the old Roman festival of the
winter solstice Saturnalia. Ever since, pagan and Chris-
tian celebrations of Christmas have jostled each other,
the feast of figgy pudding threatening to push the Chris-
tian meaning into the background.

Tinsel Tension

Yet even when we attempt to ‘“keep Christ in
Christmas” we run the risk of sentimentalising, and fail
to see that Bethlehem is just around the corner still.
There is a tension between the tinsel, the turkey and
port, and the birth of this child crying in the inhospitable
night . . . between the closed door of the comfortable
home, and the squalor and seeming insignificance of this
birth. For God is revealed with a human face, as a
vulnerable child. In the one baby we are to see every
child, and from the fields of Bethlehem we can view the
world without the mind being numbed by statistics. In
this child we see God always and everywhere the Word
made flesh. ¥

The old carol asks, “How far is it to Bethlehem?”’
and the answer for us too is “Not very far” — for in
the families broken by the violence of Ulster or Pales-
tine, in the Ugandan Asian refugee, even to the room
in the house next door where neighbours sit anxious and
oppressed by fears of illness and old age, is the way to
Bethlehem still.  For God has shown in Christ that this
world and its problems must be taken seriously, and
that there is a cost to be met in every act of rescue.
When men came to reflect on Bethlehem they saw also
the cross running like a red thread through life — his
life and death, as John Dunne put it in one of his Chris-
tian sermons, are one continuous act, and his Chqstmas
Day and Good Friday are the morning and evening of
the same day.

RADIANT ¥
MODEL
£48-80°

Available from

Carters your Calor Dealer

99 CAVERSHAM ROAD
Reading 55589

4,000 bricks”.

the hectic

Our Environment

A number of the more controversial plans for build-
ing in Caversham have been turned down, but this should
not lull anyone into a sense of false security that the
sites affected are now safe. Massive development at
Toker’s Green have been frowned on, applications to
build high density flats at Mill Green and a fifteen-floor
hotel at View Island have been refused, as has the per-
ennial application to fill Hemdean Valley with houses,
reported in last month’s issue.

be built up when several people, young

AT WORK . . .

and old, are busy for example unloading

only to these applications,
and with land the price it
is, it is inevitable that fur-
ther  applications  will
follow. Is there a trend to-
wards putting in applica-
tions of such massive pro-
| portions that they will be
bound to be refused so that
a modified version can then
be submitted and perhaps
get by, when if it had been
put in the original place it
would almost certainly have
been refused? An example
of this is the proposal to
build a 199 bedroom hotel
at View Island. The appli-
cation has now been modi-
fied to a hundred rooms of
ten floors.

Let it be clear. Both of
these are unsuitable in that
they would dwarf the river-
side scene and deprive the
citizens of Reading of what
should be, and could be, an
attractive riverside amenity.

* * *

The Residents’ Associa-
tion objected to the applica-
tion for a licence to open a
betting shop in a former
fruiterer’s shop in the cen-
tre of the ‘village’ on the
grounds that the customers
of such establishments were
already well catered for in
the vicinity. The wind was
somewhat taken from their
sails by the pronounced in-
tention of the applicants to
surrender the licence of
their other shop if one were
granted for the new
premises.

Nevertheless, it is a sad
commentary that a betting
shop can succeed where a
greengrocer’s and fruiter-
er’s cannot.

But these refusals apply ——

The Borough Surveyor
has been reminded of his
promise to re-examine the
case for designating the
neighbourhood of the
Bridge and Parish Church a
Conservation Area. He
pleads shortage of staff
(and we know this exists)
for failure to do so, and has
said that “he hopes to pro-
ceed with the matter in due
course”. Is this a firm
promise or a diplomatic
brush-off?

Colebrook (Meat) Ltd.

3 PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM .
‘Phone: READING 471584 y

* *

High Street
Goring
‘Phone 2526

69 Lynchford Road ‘

Farnborough |
Grief for all those ‘im- ‘Phone 41491
memorial elms’ felled along
the lanes of Mapledurham |
Estate. In 1973, the year of |
the tree, Caversham has

lost an inordinate number.
M.C.

TOP QUALITY MEAT, POULTRY
AND FISH

DELIVERIES TWICE WEEKLY
MEAT SUPPLIED FOR HOME FREEZERS

COME CHRISTMAS SHOPPING

VERA FLETCHIEBR

9 PROSPECT STREET CAVERSHAM
‘Phone: Reading 472414

for

Stockings, Tights, Gloves, Nighties, Dressing Gowns, Lingerie,
Scarves, Knitting Bags, Sewing Baskets, Hankies, Tapestries,
Evening Shawls, etc.

® PERSONAL ATTENTION @

Opening hours: Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 5.15 p.m.
(Early closing Wednesday 1 p.m.)
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SUNDAY SERVICES
December 23rd

ANGLICAN

St. Peter’s |
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.
11.00 a.m. Matins.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

St. John’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist,

St. Andrew’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

St, Barnabas®
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

St, Margaret’s
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
9.15 am. Matins.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH

11.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
carols.

METHODIIST CHURCHES

Caversham
11.00 a.m.
6.30 p.m.

Morning Service.
Community Carol Singing.
Caversham Heights

11.00 a.m. Morning Service.

6.30 p.m. Service of lessons and carols.

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)

Family Communion.

11.15 a.m.
4.3 Carol Service.

0 p.m.
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St, Anne’s
8.00 a.m., 9.30 a.m., 11.00 a.m., 7.00 p.m.
Our Lady of Caversham

8.30 a.m., 10.30 a.m. Mass.

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

There is no United Reformed Church in Caversham.

lhe nearest is at York Road, Reading.
Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. and 6.30 p.m.

Minister: The Rev. Stephen Haine,
41 Highmoor Road.  Tel. 477490.

Morning Carols and Communion Service
Service of Christmas music, lessons and

Mass.

CLERGY & MINISTERS OF CAVERSHAM

ANGLICAN

The Rev. John Grimwade, The Rectory, 20 Church
Road. Tel. 471703.

The Rev. John Stevinson, Mapledurham Church
House, 222 Upper Woodcote Road. Tel. 471605.

The Rev. Peter Atkinson, St. John's House, 9 South
View Avenue. Tel. 471814.

The Rev. Brian Gardiner, St. Andrew’s House,
Harrogate Road. Tel, 472788.

The Rev. Stephen Bartlett, Caversham Park House,
2 Blackwater Close, Caversham Park. Tel.
475152.

The Rey. Denis Shaylor, 17 The Mount. Tel.
476988.

The Rev. Leonard Burn, St. Barnabas’ House, 33
Grove Road. Tel. 473095.

The Rev. Bernard Metcalfe, 25 Iikley Road. Tel.
472070.

BAPTIST

The Rev. Laurence
Tel. 478668.

METHODIST

The Rev. Terence Harris,
Tel. 472223,

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev. William O’Malley, The Presbytery, 2 South
View Avenue. Tel. 471787.

The Rev. Plunkett Shannon, 2 South View Avenue.

Stevens, 80 Balmore Drive,

17 St. Anne’s Road.

Tel. 471787.

@Christmas Dap Serbices

ANGLICAN

St. Peter’s

11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.
11.00 a.m. Matins.

12.15 p.m. Holy Communion.

St. John's

E 11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.

% 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

% 9.15 am. Family Eucharist.

i 11.00 a.m. Carol Service for children.
’; St. Andrew’s

A 11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.

éj% 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

ffﬁ 9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.

»"E 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.

S

#% St. Barnabas’

’:’E 11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
j,;} 8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
('ﬁ%' 9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.
WS

"'B St. Margaret’s

R

‘ﬁ 11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
A%  9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.

=

The clergy would be glad to know of

s
22

wish to receive the Sacrament in their homes
in the days following Christmas. Times
when confessions will be heard will be an-
#% nounced in the church notices on Sundays,
% December 16th and 23rd.

5l

§ CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH

2 10.30 a.m. Family Service.

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)

11.15 a.m. Family Service.

METHODIST

Caversham Heights

11.45 p.m. Holy Communion.

11.45 p.m. Holy Communion.

11.00 a.m. Family Service.
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

The newspaper produced by members of the
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of
Caversham and Mapledurham for the local
community.
EDITOR: The Rev. J. C. Grimwade
59 Church Street, Caveisham. Tel, 471703,

ASST. EDITOR: The Rey. P. D. Atkinson
St. John’s House, 9 South View Avenue,
Caversham. Tel. 471814.

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER:
Mrs. E. Maule
18 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PE.
Tel. 471816.

CIRCULATION MANAGER:
Major N. J. Coslett
9 Aldenham Close, Caversham Park, RG4
ORR. Tel. 475360.

COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr, H. J. Pilgrim
64 Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG.
Tel. 474017.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER:
Mr. H. Hitchman
153 Upper Woodcote Road, Caversham,
RB4 7JR. Tel. 472542.
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SUNDAY SERVICES
December 2, 9, 16 and 30

ANGLICAN

St. Peter’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion,

9.15 a.m. PARISH COMMUNION,

10.30 a.m. Family Service (3rd Sunday).
11.00 a.m. Matins (not 3rd Sunday).

11.15 a.m. Holy Communion (3rd Sunday).
12.15 p.m. Holy Communion (Ist Sunday).
6.30 p.m. Evensong.
St. John’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion,

9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.

4.00 p.m. Evensong (1st Sunday).
St. Andrew’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST.

I1.15 am. Holy Communion.

6.30 p.m. Evensong.

St. Barnabas’

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.00 a.m. Family Service (2nd Sunday).
6.30 p.m. Evensong.

St. Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (2nd Sunday).
9.15 am. PARISH COMMUNION.

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45 a.m. Morning Service.
6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
11.00 a.m. Morning Service.
6.30 p.m. Evening Service

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)

11.15 a.m. Ecumenica] Half Hour Family Service.

METHODIST CHURCHES
Caversham Heights

11.00 a.m. Morning Service.

6.30 p.m. Evening Service (not 3rd Sunday).
Caversham

11.00 a.m. Morning Service.

6.30 p.m. Evening Service.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St. Anne’s ;
8.00 a.m., 9.30 am., 11.00 a.m., 7.00 p.m. Mass.

Our Lady of Caversham
8.30 and 10.30 a.m. Mass,

)

o > >

CHRISTMAS EVE, MONDAY, DECEMBER 24th

St. Peter’s

4.00 p.m.

Christmas Gift Service, with Blessing of

Crib and Lighting of the Christmas Tree

St, Andrew’s

6.30 p.m.

Solemn Evensong with Blessing of Crib.

Care and Nursing for the
Elderly and Convalescent

BLAGRAVE FARM
HOUSE REST HOME
UPPER WOODCOTE
ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Ladies and Gentlemen
accommodated.

Telephone Matron:
Mrs. Iris Banks for vacancies
Reading 473499

Long or short term periods. §

VANDERPUMP &
WELLBELOVE
(and Wellesley-Smith
& Co.)

Auctioneers, Land & Estate|
Agents, Surveyors &
aluers
40 PROSPECT STREET|
CAVERSHAM
Tel.: 479715/6

Also at Reading, Woodley
| and Wallingford, Berks.

LIMITED

Central Heating
and Plumbing

Caversham, Reading

) Tel.: Reading 471016

b L

Sea

TIEN-TIEN HOUSE
Chinese food to take away
Fish and Chips

27 PROSPECT ST.,
CAVERSHAM
'Phoned orders welcome
Tel. Reading 472565
Mon.-Fri. mid-day until
2.30 pm., 5 pm. until
midnight. Saturday 11.30
am. unti 1 am. (Sun)
Sunday 5.30 p.m. to 12.
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GODSPELL-
A Personal View

by ANN

ROBSON

A party of about 40 people from St. John’s Church

recently saw the show “Godspell”.

We asked Ann

Robson, who was with the party, to describe her reaction

to the experience,

“‘Godspell’ is a repre-
sentation of the Gospel ac-
cording to St. Matthew in
revue form. The cast are
first seen as a competing,
gabbling, incomprehensible
babel of philosophers. They
are interrupted by John the
Baptist calling them to ‘Pre-
pare the way of the Lord’.
The rest of the show, by
implication, contrasts the
directness and clarity of
Christ’s teaching with the
boring, confusing lectures
of the self-appointed com-
mentators on His words.
Transformed into anony-
mous entertainers — Jlook-
ing, as one of the passen-
gers on the coach home put
it, as if they’d picked up
their costumes at the near-
est jumble sale — the cast
re-tell the parables, and re-
enact the key scenes of
Christ’s  ministry  using
mime, dance, music hall,
ballad — anything and
everything.

New Life

Technically it was super-
bly done. We saw first-rate
mime, singing and acting.
What we didn’t get were the
cheap jokes which rely on
double entendre, the stand-
up comic who self-con-
sciously laughs to prompt
the audience, or the usually
mandatory strip to stop us
getting bored.

Well that’s fine, a fast-
moving, clean, funny show.
but to say that I liked it is
totally inadequate. I was
utterly rivetted, caught up
and moved more than once
to tears. What moved me,
paradoxically, was the
sense of commitment and

reverence even of the play-
ers. ‘Let’s pretend’ they
seemed to say, and through
their clowning and child-
like antics came a vivid
sense of God’s spell.

The Godspell message was
seen afresh — vital, excit-
ing and, above all, joyful.
Then the show’s ‘show’
ended.  Symbolically the
Christ figure removed the
clown’s make-up. A terri-
ble reality broke in on this
happy fantasy. The fare-
wells as Jesus embraced his
friends, for the last time,
and the silence, were most
moving. Then the cruci-
fixion — the contrast of life
with and without a living
God was conveyed as a ter-

rible, wordless horror. Then
gently and reverendly they
raised him and moved out
of the auditorium singing
so softly, yet so powerfully
— long live God. For me
this was a moment of real
beauty, and a sudden in-
sight — Christ’s resurrec-
tion is in his life in me.

|
Who’s Gain? J
I think I was lucky to be |
hooked by ‘Godspell’. It‘
certainly didn’t tell the
whole story; and this show |
alone would convert no-one
from indifference to com-|
mitment overnight. Resist- |
ing the temptation to separ-
ate religion from entertain-
ment, I gave in. Alright, so
somebody made a profit out
of my sentiment. The show
was designed to be a com-
mercial success; to exploit
people like me. But I reckon
I’'m the one who’s in profit
by the experience in the
end”.

|

Curtains
Fitted Carpets

John Kitcher & Son Ltd.

Carpets Cleaned on Site by the latest Foam
method also Protasil protected

Sa CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 472306

Pelmets

Loose Covers

Renovations in all
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i W.N. & E. FISHER LTD

Building Contractors

EMMER GREEN READING  Tel. 471595%
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Trades Decorations i

(D. PICKERSGILL)

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

M.

hines—Cash Regist

Typewriters—Adding
Office Supplies

12 BRIDGE ST., CAVERSHAM.

and Stationery
Phone 473077.

BARBARA
LADIES HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham. Tel. 473564
Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
‘ Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday.

The inaugural meeting of
the new INortn  Keauing
Scoul bisuict, neld i Si.
John's Hall on liul UcLo-
ber, marked da Siguiucdut
SLEp 10 Lhe nIstory oL scout-
ing in tne area.

Lhe Jormation of the
new district 1s part of e
WIdEr plan under waoicn tue
whole oI Kedaing nas vecu
SpUL 1010  Iour wiISLIICLs,
cach Lo be admunustered and
nnanced indaependently ol
e others. 1he growing
numbers 1n e previous
Scout district, whicn cover-
ed the whole ol Keading,
and the dunculty of agmin-
istering such a large arcd,
Were ilne main reasons lor
the new decentralised struc-
ture.

Help Needed

The North Reading dis-
trict covers the area north
of the ralway, the whole o1
Caversham and kmmer
Green, and stretches Lo
Boroughcourt. Soutn Kead-

|ing incitudes Whitley, >nin-

field and Spencers W.ood.
East Reading takes in most
of the town centre east-
wards into Earley, and
West Reading is bounded
by the Thames and the
Kennet, taking in Tilehurst,
Norcot, Kentwood and
reaches to Purley.

The introductory meet-
ing in St. John’s Hall was
intended to introduce the
District Commissioner, Mr.
Chris Wort, to helpers of
the scout movement; to ex-
plain the requirements and
organisation of the district
and to recruit a sufficient
number of voluntary help-
ers on the required com-
mittees to make North
Reading a viable proposi-
tion.

John Reed, the district’s
P.R.O., points out that the
scout movement, like other
voluntary part-time organ-
isations, does not have suffi-
cient help in the form of
leaders or ‘“‘backers up”.
North Reading is no excep-
tion, despite the willingness
of some keen B.P. Guild
members who are willing to
fill some posts until the
right person comes along.
“We are looking for any-
one willing to give just a
little of their time, at inter-
vals, towards the training of
our final product — a good
citizen with a wide outlook
on life”.

Anyone with anything to

.. | offer or who is interested in
¢ | any way should contact the

district secretary, Mrs. S. I.
Reed, at 5 Norman Road.

CAN
WE
HELP
pRRnRny
Saturday Mornings

10 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

A Priest is available
IN CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
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NEW SCOUT DISTRICT
INAUGURATED

—Walton Adams
Mr. Chris Wort—District Commisisoner for North Reading

HEATING

Planned Maintenance Contracts

GOODMAN

Telephone: 55811 (20 lines)

or write to H. C. GOODMAN LTD., Freepost, Reading, RG1 1BR
NO STAMP

Radio Controlled Service Means a Better Service

SUPREMA

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

We're Open 6 Days a Week
AT
32B CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

HO B O
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Round the Anglican Parish

ST. ANDREW’S
MOTHERS’ UNION

A party of St. Andrew’s
Mothers’ Union recently
visited John Groom’s As-
sociation for the Disabled
at Edgware. The weather
was fine and the drive was
very pleasant. Members
were interested in seeing
the various crafts in which
the very handicapped are
trained and occupied, es-
pecially in the making of
artificial flowers, which are
really beautiful. The As-
sociation has built small
blocks of individual flats, all
most comfortably and artis-
tically furnished, and the
grounds are most attractive.

ST. ANDREW’S
WOMEN’S GROUP

At the October meeting
Miss A. Gibson, who comes
from the depths of the Cots-
wolds, gave a fascinating
talk on the History of Corn
Dollies. For those whose
only knowledge of corn
dollies came from churches
decorated for Harvest Fes-
tival, it came as something
of a shock to learn of their
pagan and somewhat gory
origins. Miss  Gibson
ght some fine speci-
mens with her, the majority
of which she had made her-
mlmmmnv local de-
found in many areas
reat Britain and even
linavia and Russia.
end of the even-
1d a long list of

corn dollies to
for members.

self,

The annual general meet-
ing was held on October
2nd with the Rector in the
chair. This being the year
for the triennial elections,
the officers agreed to be re-
elected, ie. Mrs. St. Al-
phonse, enrolling member;
Mrs. Mayo, secretary; and
Mrs. Beetham, treasurer. A
new committee was voted
for and thanks were ex-
pressed to the Rector and
the retiring committee
members.

YOHN’S NEWS
stmas tends to catch
e unawares and
I nhw \\puparnd as

s its real significance is
d. In an attempt,
to provide some
ought and reflec-
fore the great cele-
overwhelms every-
vill be an even-
sic and readings
mas theme in St.
h on Friday,
at 7.3

Coming events include a
talk by Mrs. M. Campling
called “A Christmas An-
thology” and on December
12th the annual party for
some young people from
Borocourt; members are
invited to attend St. An-
drew’s Hall on that even-
ing.

rdo“n Singers.
invitation is ex-
anyone
) come.

who

ST. ANDREW'S DAY
at
ST. ANDREW'S
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 30th
O
7.30 a.m.
HOLY COMMUNION
O
7.30
PARISH COI\/HVIUNION
|
Preacher:
The Rev. J. R. Precious
(Chaplain to the Missions to Seamen)
O

Refreshments after the service in St. Andrew’s

OFF TO THE NORTH

The Rev, John Stevinson
has been appointed Social
Responsibility Officer for
the churches in Sunderland
and expects to take up this
new work after KEaster
1974. He came to Caver-
sham from Bristol in 1963
and was for six years priest-
in-charge of St. John’s. In
1969 he undertook similar
work at St. Margaret’s,
Mapledurham, and during
that time has also been
chaplain at Heelas and
undertaken much work
with the Reading Council
of Churches, A feature
article on him and his
family will appear in the
‘Caversham Bridge’ nearer
to the time of his departure.

* * *

GIFTS FOR CHURCHES

Many people like to give
a gift to a church in
memory of some relative
who has been a faithful
worshipper. At a time when
so many changes are being
made it becomes increasing-
ly difficult to suggest what
form these gifts should
take. Services are likely to
be revised for some years
so that it is unwise to buy
expensive altar or other
books. The interior of all
Caversham churches may
well undergo considerable
change within the next few
years. With a working party
considering the future of
the church in East Caver-
sham no-one knows what
alterations might be made
at St. John’s. The architect
of St. Peter’s has recently
been consulted about mak-
ing a number of alterations
to the interior. The instal-
lation of new central heat-
ing at St. Andrew’s has
postponed the interior
decorating that badly needs
to be done: when it is done
thought will be given to re-
arranging the sanctuary,
and the debate continues at
St. Barnabas as to where
the choir should be placed.
In the meantime perhaps
donors will be prepared to
give sums of money which
can be used when these
different alterations and
improvements are able to
be carried out.

LADIES

DEPRESSED BY WINTER?
THEN VISIT

PO D .

Marie

HILLTOP

HAIRDRESSING SALON
(Entrance through shop)

Pauline -

Sylvia -

KIDMORE ROAD CAVERSHAM

Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. (including lunch hour)

)
Early closing Wednesday 1 p.m.

Phone: Reading 472569

: to get a seat should arrive
by 6 p.m.

ST. BARNABAS’ NEWS

Over 70 people came to
a Stewardship Supper on
October 20th. The ladies of
the district produced splen-
did refreshments, Mr. Whit-
by laid on some entertain-
ment, and Mr. Gould set up
an exhibition of the various
activities of the district.
The Sunday School is now
established, with about 40
children under the expert
care of Mrs. Hawthorne,
Miss Ryder and Mr. Sat-
chell,

There have been several
comings and goings in the
last few weeks. The Rye
family moved to Brize Nor-
ton where Peter is now
vicar. Derek and Janet
Misell have moved to Bar-
net. Many people appreci-
ated the work of Michael
Dare in building up the life
of the choir, not only
musically but also socially

in the Choir Club, and were | §8

sorry to see him leave.

However, Mr. and Mrs.

Jackson have been warmly &

welcomed and are now well
established in the life of
Saint Barnabas.

* * *

ST. PETER’S
MOTHERS’ UNION
In October members en-

tertained seventeen patients
from Borocourt to tea and
games and all had a very
happy afternoon. Music by
Mrs. Goodworth was much
appreciated and thanks also
to members who provided
cakes and presents.

* * *

BUMPER CROP AT
ST. PETER’S
Harvest Festival at St.
Peter’s was observed in a
particularly  joyous way
this year. The Church was
packed for the Parish Com-
munion when the Guides
presented the Gospel (the
parable of the sower) in
dramatic form; another
Guide read the epistle, and
a group of Scouts took the
intercessions. At the offer-
tory the congregation pre-
sented more than 350 tins
of food, over half-a-
hundredweight of sugar, |
more than fifty jars of jam
or marmalade, and an un-
counted quantity of packet
soups, jellies and other
groceries. These are being
distributed to pensioners
and other needy folk
through the coming

months.

Two days later Balmore
Hall was crowded for a
splendid supper organised
by Mrs. Birtwhistle and
other members of the cater-
ing  committee, while
younger members of the
congregation ended the
evening with some excellent
light-hearted entertainment.
Many thanks to all con-
cerned.

Advent Carols

The popular service of
Advent Carols with the
choirs of St. Peter’s and
Queen Anne’s School will
be held as usual on Advent
Sunday, December 2nd, at
6.30 p.m. Those who wish
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CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT TRAINING
SOCIETY

20 Peppard Road,

Caversham, Reading

4 Reading 471847
CHILDREN’S DAY CARE CENTRE

There are vacancies for children up to the age of five.
Charges: Mornings or afternoons 75p (to include a
meal) payable weekly.

Application forms and further information obtain-
able from above address. Inspection invited by
appointment,

A.H. ALDRED ® SON

(Established 1920)

Domestic and Commercial Plumbers
Small-bore Heating Engineers

‘“ Tresworrow,”’ 46 Summerlease Rd.,

{4 All Hallows Road, Maidenhead,
Caversham. Berks.
‘Phone: ‘Phone:

Reading 475191 Maidenhead 31046

‘Nicholas

Auctioneers, Surveyars,Valuers, Land & Estate Agents

HEADOFFICE: 147 FRIAR ST. READING RG11HD TEL: READING 56511

R. J. WADE, F.R.l.C.S.

B. P. COLSTON, B.Sc., F.R..C.S.

P. J. MITCHELL, F.R.I.C.S., F.I.A'S., F.R.V.A,
W. J. DULBOROUGH, F.R.l.C.S.

C. M. 8. CROMBIE F.S.V.A.

G. H. KING, F.8.V.A.

CONSULTANT: T. VINCENT, F.R..C.S.

1 Church Road, Caversham

Reading 475884
Head Office at 147 Friar St., Reading—56511
and also at Woodley, Wokingh and London W.L

N

HAND MADE POTTERY
ANN WRIGHTSON THE POTTERY
11a WASHINGTON ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone: READING 479344
*

Tableware, Ovenware & Individual Pieces.

Stoneware, Slipware & Majolica.

¢/
’

J. STRONG & SONS
Builders and Contractors
We shall be pleased to build Guildway
Bungalows on your own land.
Guildway Approved Builders.
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM,
READING RG4 6AQ
Tel.: Reading 473177 & 472881

Peter Shock } | Percy C. Beech

Motor Coaches Electricity Coniractor
131 Hemdean Road, 2 CHESTER STREET,
Caversham, R CAVERSHAM
Tel.: Reading 473793 Tel.: Reading 472247

Follow the trend te

THE YARD

PROBPECT 8T., CAVERSHAM.
Open each weakday  exaept
for—Used

Victoriana, Pletures, chlnn By-
gones and An iques.
WE BUY WE BELLI
Saturday Is Open Market Day.

C. WISE
— Florist —
Holly Wreaths, Pet Foods,
Bulbs and Plants
9 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel.: Reading 474246
GREEN SHIELD STAMPS

READING.

REPRO CLOCK CO.
62-68 SILVER STREET

Tel. 861526

Expert antique clock repairs and restorations.
Collectlon and Delivery Service.

PI.ATTS HOME

COOKED HAM

WORTH FINDING
at 49 Donkin Hill, Caversham,
ORDERS TAKEN AND DELIVERED
our Phone 472175.
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Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild

At the last Guild meeting
members were entertained
by Miss C. Allen. As a
young actress Miss Allen
fell off a stage and ever
since has suffered a severe
handicap of the hip and leg
movement. She did not let
this get her down and as
soon as she was on her feet
again she started her one-
woman shows. With her
props, clothes and make-up
on stage Miss Allen was
able at the swish of a cloak
and little rouge, a couple of
lines rapidly drawn on her
face, to transform herself
from Jemima Puddleduck,
Lady Bracknell (of the Im-
portance of Being Earnest),
Miss Mary Smith of Cran-
ford (at Miss Betty Barker’s
tea party), to Mr. Pickwick
(during the embarrassment
of the wrong bedroom) and
to Hiawatha. The vote of
thanks was given by Mrs.
Mona Idendon, who said
that no superlatives were
available to show apprecia-
tion of a lovely perform-
ance. Earlier in the month
a Challenge Quiz took
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place. Emmer Green, Caversham Afternoon
Caversham Afternoon and 7gwnswomen’s Guild
Woodley Evening were the §
other Guilds challenged. ~The October meeting,
It started with the game of chaired by Mrs. C. Mitchell,
‘Twenty Questions’ which was held at the Caversham
was to be the qualifying Community Centre on
round for a final game simi- Thursday, October 18th.
lar to that of ‘Ask the The speaker was Mr.

_ ROUND .T

HE

Family’ on television.

Caversham Heights and
Emmer Green started off
with objects such as the
Crown Jewels, the kitchen
sink and a mirror. Emmer
Green won and went for-
ward to the finals against
Woodley. Here each team
had a buzzer on the table
in front and the idea was to
answer reasonably simple
questions as fast as possible.
At the end of the first
round Emmer Green was
leading by two points, but
Woodley evened the score
on the next round. By
round four Woodley was
leading 60 to 53 and the
final score was 103 to 83 in
Woodley’s favour.

Mrs. Mary Bradley, of
Highmoor Road, acted as
the impartial Question-
master and kept the pro-
ceedings going most fairly
and entertainingly.

J. C. M. Blatch and his sub-
ject, “Pleasure on your
Doorstep”, was a conducted
tour through places of his-
torical and architectural in-
terest in Reading and the
surrounding district.  MTr.
Blatch illustrated his talk
with some excellent trans-
parencies and his remarks
and descriptions will ensure
that familiar buildings and
features will be viewed with
added interest in future.
Mrs. P. Goodyear, on be-
half of all present, proposed
a vote of thanks to the
speaker.

On Tuesday, October
2nd, at Church House, a
most original and instruc-
tive exhibtion and demon-
stration of “seed and pasta
work” was staged by one of
our members, Mrs. D. Hos-
ner. All the exhibits had
been made by Mrs. Hosner
and although she is well

known to members for the
artistic quality of her crea-
tions, it is a constant source
of surprise that such beauti-
ful pictures can be produced
from such ordinary objects.
The demonstration of me-
thod was first class, full and
clear and from the amount
of interest it generated, it is
certain that there will be
many attempts to emulate
her art during the coming
winter evenings.

Meetings are held on the
third Thursday of every
month at 2.15 p.m. in the
Caversham Community
Centre. New members are
assured a warm welcome.

Blagrave W.I.

Mrs. Wilkie presided over
the September Harvest
meeting held in the Maple-
durham Memorial Hall,
Upper Woodcote Road.
The hall had been decorated
with autumn leaves, berries
and flowers and a stall sell-
ing garden produce, pre-
serves and home - made
cakes was well supported.
One new member was wel-
comed and birthday posies
were presented. The Presi-
dent asked for volunteers to

CLUBS |

tinued imports from‘ arrange flowers at the Royal

EUROPE INSIDE OUT

The World Development Movement’s “Europe *73”
programme is currently reaching its climax. With the

slogan “Help turn Europe inside out”, the programme 3

is designed to focus attention on the effects of Britain’s
entry into the E.E.C. on the developing countries. It is
stressed, however, that the movement is neither for or
against the Common Market. It is simply concerned
that such a large power and economic bloc should play
its full part in helping to reduce the poverty gap. This
has meant drawing attention to the opportunities as well
as the possible dangers of E.E.C. membership.

“Third World Week”
from 25th November to 2nd
December, marks the cul-
mination of the campaign,
when a petition will be
launched, calling for:

1 Easier access to the rich
markets of the Euro-
pean Community for

goods from poor coun-
tries, and for regional

poor countries of agri-
cultural products, such
as cane sugar, at a fair
price.

An increase by the
British Government of
its official aid to 0.7 per
cent of our gross nation-
al  product (recom-
mended by the United
National General As-
sembly) as a step to-
wards a just distribution
of world resources.
The campaign has been

| Berkshire Hospital, also to

distribute forms for a sur-
vey.

A ballot was held for six
tickets allocated for the

‘ autumn Council meeting

and final arrangements were
made for the theatre outing
to Windsor. The entertain-
ment was a selection of olde
tyme songs and music given

by Mr. and Mrs. Palmer;
this was greatly enjoyed.
The competition for an
apple tart was won by: (1)
Mrs. Bartlett; (2) Mrs.
Sholl; (3) Mrs. Wright, and
the raffle prize by Mrs.
Wright.

Emmer Green Towns-
women’s Guild

On Tuesday, October
16th, 70 ladies, both present
and past members of the
Emmer Green Towns-
women’s Guild, attended a
dinner to mark the 21st an-
niversary of the forming of
their guild. Mrs. M. Watts,
from the Berks. and North
Hants. Federation, was
present and a most enjoy-
able evening was had by all.

The speaker this month
was Miss M. M. Carter,
B.Sc.N.D.F., who showed
slides and spoke on the
variety of periods of archi-
tecture to be found in our
churches and cathedrals,
She showed slides of one of
the oldest churches at On-
gar, Grinstead, and from
there continued through the
Norman and early English
architecture to modern day
cathedrals such as Coventry
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and Guildford. Mr. T. M.
Long, the Princpal Officer
at H.M. Borstal at Hunter-
combe Place, was the
speaker at Social Studies
this month. He spoke about
the training of officers and
their work with the boys in
care. Mrs. Long is a Mat-
ron in one of the wings, and
she answered lots of the
members’ questions.

Caversham Park W.I.

The loss of our first-class
meeting place as the result
of a fire was lessened by the
fact that the October meet-
ing did not lack any of the
usual enthusiasm and en-
joyment of the members
In fact, the cheerful atmo-
sphere was commented
upon by the speaker, Mrs.
Redgrave, who gave an ex-
cellent talk on the art of
relaxation.  Her sincere
concern for the need of re-
laxation in the busy round
of life today, especially as it
affects the role of women,
captured the enthusiasm of
her audience. Mrs. Red-
grave admired the collage
pictures that were entered
for the competition and
awarded the highest points
to Mrs. Colley for her pic-
ture of Irish seashells.

policies to ensure that commended to all clergy
deprived areas within and congregations by the
the community do not Earl of March, chairman
suffer. of the Church of England’s
2 Radical changes in the Board for Mission and
Common Agricultural Unity and it is hoped that
Policy to allow for con- churches will give serious

Could you have a

HORSE or PONY

if only you had somewhere to keep it?

COLLINS END RIDING CENTRE
provides expert care, jumps, saddleroom and
lovely hacking.

Come and stay all day
HARDWICK ESTATE,
WHITCHURCH, READING, RG8 7RB

" GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS CAVERSHAM
RDG 473308

Sales and service Always large stock
Agents for:— of NEW and
FLYMO RECONDITIONED
MOUNTFIELD MACHINES
HAYTER

ATCO etc. FREE ESTIMATES

consideration to signing the
petition.

Local events include a
“March for Justice” to be
held on 1st December.
Leaving St. Mary’s Butts
Church in Reading at 3
p.m., participants  will
march down Broad Street
to the Town Hall where
there will be a further op-
portunity to sign the peti-
tion. During January and
February next year public
meetings will be held in as
many local constituencies
as possible to present the
petition to M.P.’s.

Also, as part of “Third
World Week”, Gosbrook
Road Methodist Church
will be devoting its worship
at 6.30 p.m. on Sunday,
25th November, to films
and slides about Europe and
its relation to the develop-
ing world.

Further information, in-
cluding house-to-house leaf-
lets, posters and a special
order of service called “A

NEW IN ST. MARTIN’S PRECINCT — E

MAGNAKEY LIMITED

25 CHURCH STREET
Telephone — Reading 479917

for

TOOLS — for every job in the home and workshop.

HARDWARE — the whole range of WELPAC pre-packed hardware,
adjustable shelving, Swish curtain and sliding track
systems, FABLON.

ELECTRICAL — plugs and fittings, cable, batteries, bulbs, torches. ¢

AUDIO — equipment, as well as the complete AUDIO PACK and BIB
ranges for installation and maintenance.

Sharpening and resetting of saws, scissors, knives, shears, etc.

Good ideas for presents — you are welcome to come and browse.
Large free car park behind shop.

Open Monday to Saturday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. LATE NIGHT FRIDAY 8 p.m.

.
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INDUSTRIAL DOMESTIC HEATING ENGINEERS LTD.

returned to Mr. Gerrard.

Giant upon Earth”, can be REGISTERED PLUMBING CONTRACTORS
M. Tel: 471632 .
47 HEMDEAN RD., CAVERSHA ¢ o:rtgmeg grolgnag. IXJS:;— @ POTTERTON APPROVED M.P.B.W.
X rard, of >
Hemdean StOl’es Caversham Park Village CORGUN.C B,
s (tel. Reading 479887). Com- CORGI CHESTER ST, CAVERSHAM
ORDERS DELIVERED. pleted forms should also be GAS INSTALLER Tel.: READING 473005
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YOUNG CAVERSHAM

1t was one of those morn-
ings in early October when
llk road works at Pugg’s
Hole railway arch were
causing Caversham’s worst
traffic jams ever. In the
bus queue facing Rectory
Road stood two Stoneham
School boys, David Roberts
and Stephen Robinson. The
time, 7.45 a.m. Wisely,
they were allowing them-
selves a generous sixty-five
minutes to cover the four
journey across the
Normally this was
time, but on this day,
delays encoun-

miles

town

1 s
oliowing

tered by bus passengers on

previous mornings, most
people were setting off
earlier, So the No. 21 bus,

packed to capacity, breezed
past the waiting queue. For
David and Stephen, and
many other pupils who go
to schools on the other side
of the town, it was a ques-
tion of finding an alterna-
tive route to arrive on time.
The Battle of the Buses is

what they must endure as
scholars of  Stoneham,
Westwood, Southlands,

Ashmead and others.

HOLLOWAY'S

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading 472766/7

Tel.:

B.L.M

Any make of car supplied and serviced.

Crypton Tuning

MORRIS AGENTS

Self drive hire.

raRRBIRIRIIINIININL

/R

L}

¢ Funeral Directors

¢  114/116 OXFORD

¢ Telephone: 5201
Branch

High Street, Brac

iL H. LOVEGROVE LTD.

Offices at:

{

Monumental Masons

ROAD, READING
6 (Day or Night)

knell. Tel. 21949.

2 ° ° - >
3 2 FUNERALS AND
H. WHITE CREMATIONS
e A. B. WALKER
Funeral Directors & SON LID.
e 36 Eldon Road,
- Reading, Berks.
11 THE GROVE Telephones:
READING Day: Reading 53650
5 i Private Chapels of Rest
i Tel. 54334 Dl
i o 3 Night:
4 Latesyp392 ] Reading 63763 and 61539

i

FUNERAL

. 53825

W. R. BOURTON & SON

1 PRINCES STREET — READING
Night 63917 and 39-4283

DIRECTORS —

TOMALIN & SON

(N.AF.C)

Funeral Directors
48 NEW STREET
HENLEY-on-THAMES
Tel, 3370 Day and Night

A. F. JON ES!'
MASTER MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone§

BEDFORD ROAD
READING

Tel. 53537

ATI3I200008000

PASSPORT SERVICE

YOUR WEDDING OR

HYMOR

43 PROSPECT S

Tel.:

PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

Photographers

T. CAVERSHAM

Reading 475656 & 479450

i | boundary;
i | travelling to Chiltern Edge

 October

by PETER SHOCK

Lucky in some ways are
those who attend High-
down or the local primary
schools, where transport is
usually not so complicated.

Particularly fortunate is
that large slice of Caver-
sham’s school population
which commutes to the
countryside in pursuance of
its education. These are
the pupils who live on the
Oxfordshire side of the
the majority

School at Sonning Com-
mon. This is a large

| modern school situated be-

twixt field and woodland
and about three miles north
of Caversham. Each school

t  day some 350 children mi-
| grate to this school in nine

coach loads from various

parts of the Caversham
fringe. Of these, three
coaches serve Emmer
Green and Caversham

Heights and the remaining
six are scheduled at ap-
| proximately five-minute in-
tervals from Henley Road,
Micklands and Caversham
Park Village. Each child is
designated a specific coach
and in some cases even re-
served seats! Four coach
firms maintain this massive
daily operation under con-
tract to the Oxfordshire
Education Committee.
Strict time-keeping is neces-
sary to avoid overcrowding
at the picking-up points.

In addition to the Chil-
tern Edge conveyances, two

! more coach loads head for

Henley Grammar School,
which has an intake of
older students specialising
in higher education. Prim-

'W]E?) RE@DRID. i

BAPTISED
St. Peter’s

Mark Maltman
Christopher Tees

October

St. John’s

Angela Durrant
Tracey Savory

October 28

St.
October 2

MARRIED

Barnabas’
Caroline Reece

ary School children are
transported from the Upper
Woodcote Road district to
Micklands  School, and
there are about fifty young
children from a catchment
area around Highdown Hill

and  Rosehill, Emmer
Green, who are allotted a
spemai bus to Sonning

Common Primary School.
It is not customary for the
school buses to be accom-
panied by adult supervisors,
so the driver, whether he
likes it or not, finds himself
as a social service worker!
1 should know this — hav-
ing been inveigled into this
vocation nearly nineteen
years ago. One never
knows what to expect. Six-
years-old Lisa toddles up
the gangway — ‘Please,
Mr. Shock, little Emma is
eating a button!” Thank-
fully, unruly behaviour is
very rare, and in extreme
cases the culprits are dealt
with by the schools.

Such, then, is the pattern
of Caversham s scholastlc‘
exodus, |

I look forward to having
a chat with my neighbours
on my monthly jaunt with
the ‘‘Caversham Bridge”.
Like most distributors I|
must be prepared to indulge
in conversations of many
flavours. Not the least to

be appreciated is the Com-

mon Market touch when
calling at No. 113 Hemdean
Road. Being greeted ‘“Bon
jour, Monsieur” by six-
years-old Elizabeth Wil-
liamson makes me feel‘
more welcome than the
‘Man from the Pru’. J

“Renouvelez bientot
votre visite, Monsieur du
‘Pont’.” |

ffetos

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

DECEMBER, 1973

A Brake on Record Breaking

by STAN ELDON

Drug-taking in  sport
started about 20 years ago,
just prior to the 1956 Olym-
pic Games. Up to that time
odd individuals must have
experimented with stimu-
lants but there was not
enough knowledge avail-
able tor the use of drugs to
make any real difference to
the record books. How-
ever, by 1956 the Russians
had certainly found ways of
improving an athlete’s per-
formance, particularly in
the longer and more ardu-
ous track events. In the
1956 Games Vladimir Kuts,
who already held 5,000 and
10,000 metre world records,
beat Britain’s Gordon Pirie
and Derek Ibbotson in the
5,000 metres, and then in a
very fast 10,000 metres won
it after being held for most
of the race by Pirie. I knew
Pirie very well and kiow
that he was always con-
vinced that the Russian
could not have won in the
way he did without ‘outside
help’. In fact Kuts was
forced to retire from ath-
letics in 1957 after being
seriously ill with stomach
disorders. Since that time

it has become general know-

ledge that many athletes,
and indeed other sportsmen
as well, have been taking
drugs in one form or an-
other. For the heavy events
of shot, discus, hammer,
the ‘bulk bomb’ (ana-
bolic steroids) rapidly in-

creases weight—mostly in

the form of muscle—and in
the case of the female ath-
lete can give her many male
characteristics.

Gold Medal and Die

The effect of anabolic
steroids can be quite disas-
trous for anyone taking
them. Apart from the gro-
tesque bodies that it can
produce, with men weigh-
ing 30 or more stone and
even worse, women weigh-
ing 25 stone, hairy and with
little to distinguish them
from the men—even more
serious can be the liver
damage and even possible
cancer. There is not much
doubt that athletes have cut
short their lives by the use
of these drugs.

Control

Now that a simple test
can detect the use of the
‘bulk bomb’ there will be a
slowing down of record-
breaking in many athletic
events and it is to be hoped
that a much stricter check
will be made on all sports-
men taking part in top com-
petitions. Although I fear
that with so much at stake
both for the individual and
nationally it will not be long
before some new drug will
be found that is more diffi-
cult to detect, it is to be
hoped that the sports autho-
rities keep as strict a control
as possible so that they are
effective in the detection of
all forms of artificial stimu-
lation.

Furniture Sale Rooms:

(Caversham Branch established 41 years)

. MARTIN & POLE |

Auctioneers, Estate Agents, Surveyors and Valuers.
23/24 MARKET PLACE, READING
(Tel. Reading 50266 and 55693)

4 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
(Tel. Reading 472877 and 477561)

Also at
PANGBOURNE, GORING, THATCHAM, WOKINGHAM
and HIGH WYCOMBE.
READING and WOKINGHAM.

St. Peter’s

October 13
27,

Raymond Chase and Lynda Tee
Keith Woodward and Valerie Harbor

Brian Ravening and Jane Andrews

November 3

Norman Gray and Derinne Price

St. Andrew’s

October 20

John Kirkpatrick and Lynda Davis

FUNERALS
St. Peter’s

October 16

November 2 Arthur Wise

Harold Verrall

St. Barnabas’

Flora Reading

T-lay service (Weekends

MOBILE TUNING SERVICES
CAVERSHAM

We operate CRYPTON engine tune-up and fault
diagnosis service at your home.

[ ]
R. L. BARTLETT,
Tel. Reading 478963.

and Evenings included).

B.Sc. (Mech. Eng.)

W. T. NICHOLLS

59/61 GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN
(opposite Primary School), Reading 472758

Groceries and Greengrocery.
Green Shield Stamps (at No. 61) — Free Deliveries.

(Wool, Haberdashery, Greetings Cards and
Confectionery at No. 59.)

H. R. STEVENS & SON

of 177 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING
Tel. 52595

TOP QUALITY ENGLISH MEATS & POULTRY
Branch: 101 London Street, Reading. Tel. 52369

% Craftsmen Butchers since 1824

[

|

| BACON AND COOKED MEATS
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