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we’ve been to see the Queen

We asked our readers to send in their recollections of seeing or meeting the Queen, to help us prepare a special issue to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee of Her Majesty.
Thank you to all who took the time and trouble to write to us. We were overwhelmed by the response, which included a number of reminiscences from former mayors
or mayoresses of Reading. We are printing below and on pages 6 and 7 a selection of the memories that you, our readers, have provided.

Her 80th birthday

We were in Windsor when the Queen did
a walkabout as part of her 80th birthday
celebrations. We arrived at Windsor by
train and left the station to find an
enormous crowd awaiting her appearance
opposite the castle entrance, but on
moving a few hundred yards along the
designated route, we found a space at the
front. The Queen looked resplendent in a
red outfit with a matching hat, and
approached very close to us, and smilingly
accepted a posy of flowers from a small
child standing alongside us. All such gifts
were graciously received, and passed on
with practised ease to her attendants to
deal with, leaving her ready for the next
one. She looked very fit for a lady of 80,
able to perform her duties for many years
yet. Alan and Christine Bradbury

When I met the Queen

At the end of WWII, I was assigned to
public duties as a Guardsman in the
Coldstream Guards. On more than one
occasion I presented arms to Princess
Elizabeth as she was then, at Buckingham
Palace.

1 stood close to Her Majesty at the
celebration of the Triple Centenary of the
Coldstream Guards at Windsor Castle.

In 1997, the year of our golden
wedding, my wife and I were invited to a
garden party at Buckingham Palace. The
Queen and Duke of Edinburgh, attended
together with other couples celebrating
their golden wedding year

KV Potter

On her wedding day

During the war, I was in the Coldstream
Guards and I was .on duty on the Queen’s
wedding day. I was street lining The Mall
at the Buckingham Palace end when our
young Queen and Prince Phillip came out
in the state coach. She looked so beautiful
in her wedding dress and as she passed by
I was standing to attention presenting arms
in salute to her and Prince Phillip and she
smiled back at me and then waved to the
crowd. On her return I was on guard inside
the palace railings, and when they came on
to the balcony people were walking down
The Mall in their hundreds, walking right
up to the railings cheering and smiling up
at the happy couple. It was a sight T will
never forget. 'm now 86 years: same as her
Majesty and to this day I still remember, as
a young guardsman on that day, being a
very proud young man. I love my Queen.
She works very hard for this country and I
will be sending my best wishes card to her
on that day. G Heather

INSIDE

I have seen the Queen several times, but
have never actually met or spoken to her.
The first was on Coronation day, when I
was in a school party taken to the
Embankment where we sat on tiered
stands to see the procession to the Abbey.
Most of the boys were taken back to school,
but the sixth formers were allowed to stay
in London. We made our way to the Mall,
and despite the warnings to be in position
early because it would not be possible to
move, we soon found a vantage point
where we could see the returning
procession to Buckingham Palace. The
abiding memory is of the enormous Queen
Salote of Tonga sitting alone in her open
carriage in the pouring rain, waving to the
crowds. .

The next time was in 1957 when I was
doing national service with the Queen’s
Regiment in Guildford. The Queen came
for the 700th anniversary of Guildford’s
charter, and I was in the guard of honour.
We were all kitted out in blue No.1 dress.
As the Queen inspected us and stood in
front of me, I was struck by how short she
is.Iam only 5’7" and looked over her head.

In 1977 the Queen opened the new

Reading civic centre and I'was a new
councillor. The Queen met the leader and
committee chairmen. We back-benchers
formed the crowd at the back of the
chamber. True to form, the Duke of
Edinburgh detached himself from the VIPs
and came over to chat to us. As the royal
party left by a far door to have lunch in the
Kennet Room, the queen called “Come
along, Philip”. I can’t say in print what his
reply was but basically it was “I'm not
ready yet, I'm talking to my new friends”,
although less polite.

I am sorry that the Queen did not come
to Reading during the year I was mayor,
although I did receive other members of
the royal family. We did go to a Royal
Garden Party where we, and about 3000
others, watched the Queen walk down the
palace steps to the garden. We were not
among the select few chosen to meet her,
but minor royals circulated and we met
Mark Philips. In my time as a councillor I
attended three garden parties. Even if you
don’t meet the Queen, it is a privilege to
walk through Buckingham Palace, and
have complete freedom to walk around the
huge garden. Fred Pugh

On the way to Wollongong

As a child I lived in Australia. Nobody there had TV, so we went to the cinema to see

the Coronation.

When the new Queen came to visit in 1954, I was a pupil at Fairy Meadow Primary
School. We lined the street outside our school in the morning to wave our flags as she

went past on her way to Wollongong.

In the afternoon, we went to the Sports Arena in Wollongong and joined all the other
primary school children in a display of PE games and exercises. Then we were lined up
in order, marched onto the pitch, and on the signal we waved our red, white or blue flags

to make a huge Union Jack.

Wedding at St George's
In 1946, not long after I had come over
from South Arica to marry a Naval Officer,
we were invited to the wedding of Lavinia
Lascelles, the daughter of King George VI's
equerry. She had been in the WRNS at a
base camp where my new husband was
also stationed.
She was marrying a Scottish musician,
and the wedding took place in St George’s
Chapel, Windsor. After the ceremony the
young couple, with the bridegroom
wearing a kilt, were driven off in an open
horse-drawn carriage, while we attended a
reception in the great hall. This was
cordoned off at one end, beyond which the
Royal Family stood. At intervals, old
retainers would duck under the cordon to
chat with members of the Royal family. I
particularly remember Queen Mary,
looking as always, very upright and regal.
This was a time of austerity and food
rationing, and we were delighted to
partake of the refreshments we were
offered. A really memorable day.

Leslie Long

Memorable shopping trip

Towards the end of 1982 I was a third
year student at Leeds University. One
Friday we finished lectures early and my
friend Karen and I decided to wander into
town and do a little shopping. We were
chatting about our weekend plans and
munching our way through a bag of lemon
bonbons as we walked along.

As we approached The Headrow -
Leeds's main central avenue - it started to
get noisy. We noticed large groups of
schoolchildren lining both sides of the
road. They were laughing and cheering and
waving mini union jacks. I asked a passer-
by what was happening: “Oh, the Queen is
coming to open the Art Gallery”, came the
reply.

So we joined the crowd to see what
would happen next. After only a few
minutes the cheering and shouting got
louder and we spotted a black limousine
crawling along The Headrow. In the back a
tiny figure with black set hair under a hat,
and wearing a smart coat and gloves, was
clearly visible to wus all. It was
unmistakably The Queen, she waved and
smiled as the car moved slowly on towards
the City Art Gallery. That was it. We
continued shopping, all the time thinking:
Wow, we have just seen The Queen.

PS I have never seen The Queen since
and life has brought me far from Leeds. But
I am still very good friends with Karen who
lives just a few villages away from

Anne Mace Caversham. Kathy McAleer
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN
St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.
www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Dan Tyndall

The Rectory, 20 Church Rd, Caversham RG4
7AD Tel: 947 9505

Revd Keith Knee-Robinson

8 Hewett Close, Caversham RG4 7ER

Tel: 947 7868

Revd Jeremy Tear

St John’s Vicarage, St John’s Road,
Caversham RG4 SAN Tel: 946 2884

Revd Graeme Fancourt

18 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham RG4 7DD
Tel: 947 8450

Revd Marion Pyke

26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ

Tel: 947 5834

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

Heather Wilson, 15 Northbrook Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.

Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Becky Lovatt, 1 Forge Close, Caversham
RG4 8BG. Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST

Revd Rob Beardsley.

Tel: 07515 260019

email robg.beardsley @btinternet.com

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Giles Goward, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Fr Bob Devaney, Tel: 07786 836146
18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

TALKING POINT

Graeme Fancourt

The duced by the bers of the Anglican, Roman
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The Church and the
Postmodern Condition

| have attended many seminars and lectures on worship in the
contemporary world, and have been instructed on'numerous
occasions that the Church must learn from the contemporary
media in the way services of worship are conducted. Whilst |
believe there are lessons to be learned, | do wonder whether
making the Church look like the control centre of a television or
radio station is really the best way of offering redemption in such a
crowded world. More than that, | see time and again that a good
story, without pictures or props, told well, can hold a room
together in a way that television rarely does. It is this, a story well
told, that is at the centre of the Church's worship.

The narrative itself takes the worshippers directly into the Upper
Room, as Jesus confuses the disciples by offering himself to them
in bread and wine; and so the congregation kneel or stand, not
only looking on, but sitting with the other disciples, accepting this
gift in faith without really understanding it at all. At the same time,
this gathering around Christ in bread and wine fuses heaven and
earth, so that the whole company of heaven, the living and the
dead, are united in their common worship of Christ. Such
connection through Christ also unites all of those on earth who are
sharing in this 'one bread: even if they are physically separated.
Finally, in receiving Christ in the bread and wine, communicants
are taken into Godself, deeply into God's mysterious eternity, so
that human time and space is lost as one becomes aware,
however partially or fleetingly, of the richness and depth of the
space that is to come

Space is becoming an evermore luxurious commodity, yet the
Church has been given the gift of eternal space in the Eucharist. It
is given, not only that people would find their place in God, but that
they would be enabled to allow God to make room in their own
lives. It is impossible not to internalize the crowdedness of this
world, and too easily people's lives are filled with non-stop action,
so that living an examined life becomes less and less likely. At the
Eucharist, as humanity enters into God, so God enters into each
person to create room so that the Gospel will take root, and those
who receive Christ in Communion will share Christ in their lives.
This is an extraordinary gift bestowed upon the Church that offers,
not only good news to a crowded world, but a challenge to re-
order the way the post-modern world organizes life.

The Rev Dr Graeme Fancourt is a curate-in-training in the Parish
of Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham. This is an excerpt
from his forthcoming book, ‘Brand New Church: The Church and
the Postmodern Condition’.

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill

8.00am Holy Communion

9.45am Parish Communion

6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road

10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road

8.00am The Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)

First Sunday, Family Eucharist

11.30am The Eucharist

6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Communion (apart -
from 2nd Sunday)

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP

Meeting at Caversham Park School

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

1030 am  Worship at South Street

7.00 pm. Worship at South Street (fortnightly)

345pm.  Messy Church for the whole family at
South Street (Last Sunday of the month)

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

| Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service
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® Would you like to make life better for the people
around you?

@ Can you spare a few hours a week or month to help
people in your community?
We offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled and
visits to the sick and housebound.

Please contact us if you would like to help:
.‘ 0118 948 3466
Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the August issue should be sent
to the Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham
parish office by Tuesday 3rd July. The date for
the September issue is Tuesday 31st July. The
email address is below.

Advertising copy for the August issue should be
sent to Mr A. Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren
Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 29th June. The
date for the September issue is Friday 27th July.

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00noon
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Church Fete

The annual St Peter's Caversham and St
Margaret's Mapledurham Church Fete will be
held in Caversham Court Gardens on Saturday
14th July starting at 1.45pm.

We are delighted to announce that, in this
Diamond Jubilee year, we have again arranged a
flypast of a Spitfire from the Battle of Britain
Memorial Flight.

We are very pleased to welcome for the first
time the Wright School of Dance who specialize
in Street Dancing. We welcome back the
Berkshire Maestro’s Holst Band, whose young
musicians will entertain us with a fine selection
of music.

We can guarantee you a wonderful afternoon
exploring our many side stalls or trying your skill
at our traditional sideshows. The top prize in our
Grand Draw is a flat screen TV and there are
many other great prizes. :

Our many tempting stalls will feature old
favourites such as cakes, plants and bric a brac as
well as some new ideas such as a jams and
preserves stall. Try your luck at our coconut shy,
hoopla or even hook a duck..

Homemade cakes, tea, coffee, and ice cream
will be available on the lawn all afternoon.

Fred in the Shed will keep the little ones
entertained with a fun show for all ages, followed
by children’s races.

We hope you will have lots of fun while
helping us to raise money to support our parish’s
work both at home and abroad.

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST SOLICITORS

_For over 100 years AWG has been providing high
quality legal advice in Conveyancing, Family Law and
Wills and Probate matters at a fair price and have now -
appointed Paul Griffin as a consultant solicitor based
in Caversham.

Contact Paul Griffin on 0118 909 9998 or
e-mail paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk
Paul offers home and out of hours visits, at no extra
charge
AWG is authorised & Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation
Authority [no 00046377]
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Caversham Festival

The Caversham Festival is to be held on Sunday 8th July
at Christchurch Meadows, with a full program of activities
starting at 11am with a worship service. Entry to the
festival is free - no tickets needed!

The arena will be open until around 5.30pm with
various activities, including various singers, bands and
choirs on the festival stage, a fun pentathlon, Reading
Football Club, Shinfield Cricket Club, Judo and
Taekwondo, dance groups, and circus skills.

Methodist Vice
REinspired

Ruth Pickles, the Methodist Vice President, was the special
guest at a REinspired session with Year 3 pupils from
Thameside School at Gosbrook Road Methodist Church in
May.

REinspired is a ground-breaking project, which began in
Earley in the late 1990s and has recently been brought to
Caversham. It enables volunteers from local churches to
work with schools to support the delivery of the RE
curriculum.

What makes REinspired unique among church projects
working with schools is that the volumteers plan and deliver
lessons from the RE syllabus that schools are required to
deliver via craft, drama and other activities. REinspired also

Join our team

We are searching for volunteer leaders to build
fundraising groups in their local area to raise funds for
our vital work caring for people with incurable illnesses
and their- families. Could you and a group of friends hold
regular coffee mornings, Iunches or dinner parties?
Maybe you have some creative ideas for fundraising
events you could hold either at home, work or in your
area.

Leading a fundraising group does not have to take up a
lot of time, but if we had a network of groups across the
local area all holding a few events a year, this would
make a huge difference to the money we can raise. We

The event will finish by 8pm.

More details from Jeremy Tear, revjtear@btinternet.com,
or Jan Beardsley, janet.bearsdley@tiscali.co.uk

In addition to the festival, Churches Together is running
a children’s holiday club for primary school age children
at a local school between 23-27 July. Details from Megan
Temple, CTC Olympics Holiday Club Co-ordinator,
megan.temple@cavershambaptistchurch.org.uk

President visits
Caversham

guarantees to schools and pupils that it will not seek to
change the children's own beliefs, but rather help them to
learn about our religion. This makes it a very practical and
safe way for schools to engage with local churches.

Rev David Shaw, the Methodist minister who organised
Ruth's visit to Caversham, said: “I understand that Ruth was
very impressed. I believe this project of RE-inspired is the
best scheme for working with schools that I have come across
in 25 years.”

If you are a school interested in having support from
REinspired Caversham, or an individual interested in
volunteering, please contact Jane Borgeaud
(caversham@reinspired.org.uk)

at Sue Ryder!

will invite you to Nettlebed Hospice for an induction day,
and can help you with fundraising ideas and supply
collecting tins, banners and other materials.

We also need people with a few hours to spare each
month to become Community Ambassadors. This role
would involve helping to distribute collection tins and
leaflets in your local area, accepting cheques on Sue
Ryder's behalf, and helping us tell more people about our
work and why we need their help.

If you want to help or find out more about either role,
please get in touch with the Fundraising Team on 01491
641070 or email bbox.fundraising@sueryder.org.

/-

- Garden Design
+ Maintenance
- Seasonal Clearance

Gill Madeley naror. wg

Garden Design & Maintenance

« Planting

+ Advice \

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
£.0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

Sketches Sometimes

Paintings & Commissions
Handprinted Photographs
Flash Animation Workshops

Artwork & Photography
Mike Brand 9475178
mikebrand.co.uk

Gardening & Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Gardening Service:

» One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

* Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

Steepa

Bathrooms j Tiles

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or

Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

n .
web desigr@ r&ﬂ rrison

Attractive

Affordable
Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.

0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk
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CAVERSHAM TRADERS

A big part of the work of the Caversham Traders
Association revolves around our website. If you haven't
discovered it yet, then do take a look at
www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk.

We are very lucky that one of our longest-standing members
is Ken Good of Edge Impact Websites. Based in Priory
Avenue, Edge Impact created and manages the website for us.
Ken says "Our aim is for the Choose Caversham website to be
the place to look for news, events and information about
Caversham and Emmer Green. The website has a directory of
local businesses, schools, clubs, charities and artists. Check
and see if your details have been included and if not, register
for free today. Or for a small annual fee you can choose to
have an enhanced listing which will give you your own

editable page on the website for advertising purposes. Also,
you will be interested to know that, if you have an event
based in Caversham or Emmer Green, you can submit details
for free via the Events tab."

In order to promote the website, the CTA run regular online
competitions. This month, we are launching our summer
sports competition, with a prize of £50 of Decathlon vouchers
plus one month's free membership and a sports massage at
Caversham Health & Fitness Club. The competition is free to
enter. Just go to the ChooseCaversham website, click on the
"Sports Competition" link and answer the five questions.

We will be back again next month with news from the
Caversham Traders Association. In the meantime, you can
keep in touch via www.ChooseCaversham.co.uk.

2\ jasdeo up

Swing Dance
Classes

In the Reading/Henley area
Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
Jive, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa
Dancing to swing/jazz/blues
from the 1940s to the present

s

very
No need to bring a partner
Contact jean@alljazzedup.com
0780 8966928
www.alljazzedup.com

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7THR
\ www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk
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Emmer Green’s local, ethical and fair trade food shop

Sue Penson went along to find out more about Emmer Green’s True Food
Community Co-operative and talked to Chris Aldridge the marketing
manager about this expanding community initiative.

The country is experiencing economic downturn and many businesses
having to cease trading, so it's heartening to discover that a local community
co-operative True Food is thriving, and has plans to expand.

The True Food Community Co-operative evolved from a small organic
food club. This was essentially a group of local people who were interested
in sourcing good, affordable organic whole foods for their own use. They
initially met once a month at the Reading RISC centre.

With increasing demand, participation and support, this gradually
developed into the food co-operative which is housed in a sizable shop in
Emmer Green and holds three weekly markets in different parts of Reading.
The Reading Community Enterprise Agency (now Social Enterprise
Berkshire), the Reading Primary Care Trust and Reading Voluntary Action
organisations all supported the setting up of this enterprise.

The food co-operative is a not-for-profit community co-operative — that is
to say any surplus made is used for the benefit of the whole community.

The issues of ethical business and fairly traded goods have been
highlighted as key concerns to us as 21st century citizens. Schools tackle
these issues, and pride themselves on becoming fairtrade and healthy eating
establishments. There is a growing interest in shopping for healthy food and
leading a healthy lifestyle; as a result, many of us are interested in shopping
in a sustainable way, and fair-trade and ethical have become buzz words.

Food co-operatives can be found in other parts of the country such as
Manchester and Brighton. \

The Emmer Green shop was launched in 2010. I went along to talk to Chris
Aldridge. I was amazed at the range of products. The shop sells a complete
selection of general groceries, organic whole foods, local fresh fruit,
vegetables and environmentally friendly household products. In fact, the
shop stocks both the largest range of organic and sustainable groceries, and
the widest selection of fair trade products within the Reading area. Chris also
pointed out their large supplies of products catering for people on dairy-free,
sugar-free and gluten-free diets. Last year the True Food initiative was the
proud winner of an award for the Best Retail Initiative at the BBC Food and
Farming Awards.

I was there when a community coffee morning was being held on the
premises. I was warmly greeted with the offer of a cup of Fairtrade coffee.
There was a very convivial atmosphere with a small group of people
including a number of parents with babies and young children.

The coffee mornings are held every Friday, as part of the shop’s
community outreach. Other community outreach initiatives include making
links with the local schools for educational purposes, and supplying prizes
for school events as well as special events such as food tasting.

Chris Aldridge is in charge of mobile market operations, which are now an

established part of the enterprise. There are
currently three indoor markets held in Reading.
These take place on a Wednesday at Wesley
Methodist Hall, a Thursday evening at Wycliffe
Church Hall and at the Silverdale centre Earley on
a Friday evening.

The markets are sourced by 15 local suppliers,
both horticultural businesses and small growers
within a 30 mile radius of Reading.

You can find more information, including
contact details, opening times and news of
community events, on the True Food website:

http://www.truefood.coop

I also found a delicious recipe for an Apricot
and Almond cake!

True Food Co-op has over four hundred
members who each hold a single share and are
therefore equal owners of the enterprise.
Participation is a primary mission of any co-
operative, and True Food members help run the
business and develop the direction and aims of
their community co-op. Of course, the shop and
markets welcome everyone, members and non-
members alike.

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

» Full Replacement e Guttering and Downbipe
Repairs ® Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for
10 years * Full Public Liability Insured

- * Police Checked
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 947 5696 or 07974 089978

for a free estimate

SUMMERFIELD

e
4%’ Caversham Print & Design
b 9a Randolph Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 8EB
Telephone 0118 939 1981 » Fax: 01 18 959 8090
Email: splat@cavershamprint.co.uk
The complete package from Design to
4 colour printing eWide format printing
Brochures e Booklets
» Programmes e Stationery

Digital and Volume Copying

TheSignShop

COMPLETE SIGNAGE SOLUTIONS

Banners o Signs for Shop fronts e
« Estate Agents e Vans
« A-Boards
Email: signs@cavershamprint.co.uk
0118 939 1981

DMG Gardening

Make your garden maintenance easy —
call Dan the Gardener

* \Waste removal
* Planting advice
e |Lawn relaying
e | eaf blowing

e |_awn care

e Hedging

e Tree pruning

e Border management

Get your garden and lawns ready for Spring/Summer 2012.
Contact me TODAY for a free, no obligation quotation.

DMG Gardening - Dan the Gardenei

Mabile: 07901 &
Office: 0118 947 <

Email

aaas

dancmoriey@live.co.uk

CARE HOME

Quality Care for Older People
Registered with C.Q.C. (Care Quality
Commission)

Long term and Respite care
Close to all amenities
4 Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone (0118) 947 2164

Manager: Tracy Clark
Proprietor: Colin Robbins

www.summerfieldcare .co.uk
Email: info@summerfieldcare.co.uk
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In January many Caversham
Bridge readers were interested in the
article about the Gurkha Ladies
project and as a result of that and
some other initiatives, we were able
to embark on the second phase with
an ample team of 28 people. The group consisted of at least seven qualified teachers
and a group of helpers who soon proved to be quite exceptional in their ability and
dedication.

The team became victims of their own success and within a week or two our class
of 60 ladies grew to 120, stretching resources to the limit, as well as the stamina of the
volunteers. While each class was hugely enjoyable, we all staggered out of the class
exhausted — while the Gurkha ladies clamoured cheerfully for their homework!

Their enthusiasm for learning knows no bounds. Many have never been to school
and were unable to read and write in their own language. No matter what their age,
whether 30 or 84, they have approached the task with a level of motivation which
puts many of us to shame. The reward for a volunteer of teaching a very old lady to
hold a pencil, do the first shaky strokes and finally write her name is immense. We
are being told of our students refusing to use ink pads to make thumb prints to ‘sign’
forms and declaring with pride that they will write their names.

The classes start at 1.00pm, and volunteers who are on duty report at 12.30 to
prepare for the class. No matter how early we are, the ladies are always there before
us, having gone into their groups, opened their group boxes and started work. While
a 15 minute break is allowed, it seems that the volunteers are the ones in need of it,
since the ladies sit determinedly carrying on with their work throughout!

This stage of the course has seen progress through the alphabet and counting,
writing simple words and sentences, the weather, the calendar, days of the week,
colours, parts of the body, clothing, family and lots more. They really enjoy singing
and love to join the volunteers in performing such classics as ‘One finger, one thumb’

Albert Road Day Centre

A traditional Summer Fete is taking place in the grounds of the Albert Road Day
Centre, on the corner of the Mount and Albert Road in Caversham Heights, on Sunday,
15th July, from 12 noon until 4 pm.

There will be stalls aplenty to browse, the opportunity to buy quality bric- a- brac,
toys, books, plants, jewellery, local crafts and home-made cakes, as well as the chance
to win great tombola, bottle and raffle prizes. BBQ lunch will be available and cream
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English project for Gurkha
ladies a big success

and ‘Ten green bottles’, but undoubtedly, Top of the Pops is the
‘Hokey Cokey’ — which induces such hilarity that it is reserved
for the end of a session.

We are really grateful to readers of the Caversham Bridge who
have already shown a great amount of support by becoming
volunteers and donating books and equipment. We are being told
of young people who wish to join us before embarking on gap
years and would really welcome such new members, even for
short periods. However, the work continues and we really need
more volunteers to back up our terrific team. If you enjoy
working with people and can give some time on a couple of
Tuesday afternoons a month (more if you can), you would be
welcome to join us. The rewards are huge, and following the
presentation of the traditional Gurkha yellow scarves and bone-
crushing hugs at the conclusion of the last phase, one of the team
who was moved to tears declared, “I have worked for years in all
sorts of community projects, but I have never felt so appreciated
or felt that the work was so worthwhile”.

Thank you for your support, and please keep turning out your
cupboards for books, games and equipment — and if you are free
on a Tuesday afternoon, please contact me on
pamreynolds@talk21.com or 0118 9476956

HEMDEAN HOUSE SCHOOL

W WE COULD BE JUST WHAT
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

Unique family atmosphere
Small Classes
Excellent results
Reasonable Fees
Experienced teachers
Outstanding pastoral care

:

emdeanhouse.co.uk, wi

teas will be served all afternoon.
The money raised will be used to help continue funding a range of activities for the
50 senior citizens who attend the Day Centre, including Seated Yoga, Music and
Movement and Arts and Crafts sessions.
/ PRAYER BATON FOLLOWS THE
y OLYMPIC FLAME TO READING
// The Olympic Torch is making its way
MORE THAN around the UK. So too is a prayer baton
GO—L D relay organised by More Than Gold, the co-
ordinating body set up to help churches to
serve and reach out to their local
communities through the Olympic and Paralympic games.
The idea is that churches in one area write prayers of
blessing for the next area which are delivered by their church
leaders via the prayer baton.
The prayer baton arrives in Reading from Oxford on
Tuesday 10th July and will be welcomed at St Peter's
Church, Caversham at 12 noon. People are invited to come
and receive the prayers of blessing from the churches of
Oxford, to pray for the Games and our More Than Gold
events here in Reading, and also to bring their own written
prayers of blessing for Salisbury. The baton will be delivered
by local church leaders to Salisbury on Wednesday 11th July.
If you would like more information about the prayer relay
please visit www.morethangold.org.uk. Or contact Jeremy
Tear at: jeremy@ctmparish.org.uk
Jeremy Tear

Chairman, Churches Together in Caversham
‘More Than Gold’ Steering Group

Saxaphone, Flute, Clarinet
& Music Theory lessons
Jan Steele has places available
All ages and skill levels taught
Adult beginners welcome

38 years experience

St Anne's Road, Caversham
0118 947 7170

07718 347691

www.jansteele-saxaphone-lessons.co.uk

Short-Term Therapy - Long
Term Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych)
M.Sc.

British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntiworld.com

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Mainienance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly
Bicycle Repairs

Ring Jerry
0774 695 9463

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

Mrs Samantha Vistuer
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis =

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

&
A\ FY )

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

pecialist Treatments Bi hanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

Superb organic cleaning of
carpets, curtains, upholstery and

leather

For a FREE no obligation quotation call Ryan

Dowling on:
0808 143 1329 2alclean

www.safeclean-ryandowling.co.uk
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DOMESTIC CLEANER
Honest, reliable & affordable cleaner available to help
clean & care for your home

Weekly, fortnightly, one off & spring cleans
Ironing, windows, carpet cleaning. Ovens from £40.

Full insurance, excellent references.

Contact Rachael Hawkins 0118 996 0137 / 07435 008460
Email: aacontractcleaning@talktalk.net

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE — GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

yvale syyest

Chartered Accountants

Providing a personal service to many local
owner-managed businesses, including monthly
management accounts, payroll and VAT
preparation, advice on acquisitions, etc.

Free initial consultation on audit, accountancy,
taxation, trust or any other related activities.

Contact:
Kathryn Cutts - 0118 957 3238
kcutts@valewest.com

Garden
Thyme

A selection of services offered

Regular maintenance — commercial & domestic
General garden tidy ups
Hedge cutting, grass cutting, turfing,
planting, mulching, rotorvating

Contact lan: 01635 866546 / 07725 819652
gtenquiries@hotmail.co.uk
www.gardenthyme.org.uk

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

® Free valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers

® Professional staff who live within the area

® Regular up-date reports

@ Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
0118 947 0511

email: sales@walmsley.co.uk

9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

My wife and I visited the Royal
Windsor Horse trials in May 2010,
and found ourselves watching the
dressage very close to where the
Queen was sitting. She was
almost unrecognisable in a
raincoat and headscarf, and T do
not think that many people
noticed her! The attached photo
that I took shows her very clearly.
After the event, she got up and
was surrounded by a small group
of officials. One of those present was Alan Titchmarsh, who is also clearly
shown. A memorable afternoon! Mike McGill

Just like a nursery rhyme

On May 23rd this year I was with friends driving through the evening
rush hour traffic towards central London. The traffic was much busier than
usual and as we got closer to our destination it got steadily worse.

We drove up Piccadilly past the park and the Ritz and saw lots of people
standing on the pavements outside the Royal Academy and there were
many police. We turned into Duke Street, parked our car and went in to an
hotel for pre-theatre drinks and food. As the conversation turned to the
Jubilee and the lovely decorations in the shops and on buildings, I said that
I would really like to see the Queen in her Jubilee year and my friends
agreed. We checked an i-phone to see if we could discover why all the
people were waiting outside of the Royal Academy. The Queen was
attending a reception there that evening.

We left the hotel and as we walked up the road we saw flashing blue
lights and the gate of the Royal Academy open. We ran, hoping to catch a
glimpse of the Queen. We then realized that, instead of driving along
Piccadilly, the royal car was coming straight towards us! Ann, Jacquie,
Karen and I stood at the edge of the pavement — just the four of us and a
policeman. We all waved and the Queen looked towards us, smiled and
waved back. What a wonderful close-up view and we had not been waiting
around for ages in a big crowd. We then walked happily to the theatre.

It IS possible to go to London and see the Queen as the old nursery rhyme
says! Pat Williams

Receiving the OBE

At 85, memories are tending to fade but every detail of my visit to
Buckingham Palace in 1983 to receive an OBE from the Queen still sparkles
in my mind. Every stage from entering the palace gates was superbly
organised. My guests having been escorted to their seats in the ballroom
where the investiture was to take place, I was taken to a reception area
where the recipients were given meticulous guidance on what was
expected of them. This was lightened with relaxing touches of humour.
Even so, there was a general feeling of tension as we were led in groups to
a door at the side of the
stage where the Queen
stood with a magnificent
assemblage of guards and
equerries. A military band
provided quiet background
music and lent a feeling of
calm to the occasion which
included me until my name
was announced along with
the reason - contributions
to veterinary research — for
which I was being
honoured. I could not think what I should say. However, Her Majesty
smiled as I stepped forward and I seemed to have quite an extended
conversation with her which probably lasted less than a minute before she
pinned on my medal, gently shook my hand and offered congratulations. I
was so astounded and enchanted that I nearly forgot to bow as I backed
away — no easy task. In my world-wide career I have met many important
people but none so charming and impressive as our Queen.

Outside in the Palace Yard a festive mood built up as the different parties
were photographed and congratulations resounded as the crowds split up
to set off home to celebrate. Peter Ellis

1 cooked for the Queen

On the day of the coronation I was living in London, and as a member of
the 6th Hackney Scouts it was our job to help line the route. At 4am we
arrived in the pouring rain. We were placed in between the Royal Navy. As
I watched the parade pass with great excitement, little did I know that I
would see the Queen again.

In November 1959 I joined the Royal Navy, later I joined submarines as a
chef. I was then sent to Buckingham Palace to learn the finer points of
cooking. As a trainee I was on the travelling staff. We went to Epsom on
Derby day to cook lunch for the Queen. When she heard that I had never
been to a racecourse I was invited to the Royal Box and presented to Her
Majesty, and I watched the race from the back of the Royal Box.

I went on to cook at five state visits, and Princess Ann’s wedding to
Captain Mark Phillips. In that time I met the Queen twice and cooked for
her at Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle, Sandringham and Holyrood,
and I was still a submarine chef. T Winter
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Three times at the palace

I have had the great joy and privilege of visiting
Buckingham Palace three times. First in 1955
when Her Majesty presented new colours to the
RAF,it was a lovely day to sit on the terrace in the
sunshine. In 1982 my husband Wing Commander
N Royston was invested with an OBE. Walking
up the grand staircase decorated on both sides
with the most glorious flowers and guardsmen in
full uniform and swords was a sight I'll never
forget. Finally in 2005, when my youngest son, a
sergeant in the Metropolitan Police was invested
with an MBE. J Farmery

By bus to meet the Queen

One of the perks of being Mayor was that if the
Queen happened to visit, then there was every
chance of meeting her. On 6 March 1992, she
came to the University as part of its centenary
celebrations. I went by bus, and not just any bus:
Reading Buses were introducing a new design
(nothing changes!), so I travelled to Whiteknights
in the bus to launch it. The new bus had the
registration number MRD1, transferred at my
suggestion from the former Mayoral car which
had bitten the dust. 7

As the boundary between Reading and
Wokingham runs through the University
grounds, and very few people know exactly
where, 1 shared the privilege of greeting Her
Majesty with the Chairman of Wokingham
District Council. The Queen very diplomatically
chatted to us both about her experiences learning
to drive heavy lorries, which she did during the
war along the Wokingham Road.

Years later, I was able to hire the same bus to
take guests to my wife’s ordination at Christ
Church, Oxford. But that’s another story.

Richard Dimmick

/

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE\
Grove Road, Emmer Green
OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 —11.30 am.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,
conversation and J

company
at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of every month

St. Andrew’s Church, Caversham Heights
(Albert Road RG4 7PL)
Eucharist Service with
prayers for healing
wholeness and peace

All welcome!

supported by the local branch of “The Guild of St Raphacl
Pox Coity of S Raphact @ o maiery ot s

Thursday” is
Fisherman day!

~avery Thursday 2pm - 5pm

St. Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PL
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The Queen’s day
On 19 May 1986, The Queen visited Reading
School to mark the quincentenary of the school’s
refoundation by Henry VII in 1486. At the time,
our elder son Richard was in the second year and
my husband Michael, a parent governor and an
0Old Redingensian, was asked by the committee to
write the history of the school for publication as
part of the year’s celebrations, and also to present
the Queen with a specially-bound copy of it as
the school’s gift to her. On the day, to our
surprise, delight and great pride, not only was
Michael presented, but our whole family. Her
Majesty was very gracious and spoke to us all. It
was a day which none of us shall ever forget and
19 May has ever since been referred to in our
family as ‘The Queen’s Day’.

Patty Naxton

WRYVS garden party
I am a volunteer for the WRVS and I was invited
to a garden party at Great Milton House,
Abingdon for the 60th Anniversary of the WRVS.
The Queen is a patron of the WRVS and the party
was held in June 1998. The Queen walked
around the garden and afterwards went into the
marquee for a sandwich and a piece of cake. She
stopped to talk to several people. It was a most
enjoyable day — I will always remember it.

E.A. Warren

www.caversham.org.uk

THE source online for RG4 news,
events, eating out, places to go, local

wedding day of Princess Elizabeth

Thursday 20 November 1947 was the day my life-

hobby of ‘Royal Watching’ began,
Princess Elizabeth.

The media reports on preparations for the Great Day had
been a welcome relief from the usual drab news of Post-War
Britain. So many had responded, wishing to help the
preparations at a time of rationing — even to posting half a

pound of butter towards the wedding cake!

All schools were closed; and so my mother took me to
London really early to watch the proceedings from The Mall,

beautifully decorated with silver letters of E and P.

newspapers had photos of the groom on his stag night, with
his best man, King George VI announcing that Lieutenant
Philip Mountbatten RN had been created Duke of Edinburgh.

Time passed quickly. There were crowds, but as a child, I
was allowed in the front. A cheer went up as a royal car went
by in which we could just see Queen Mary, the bride’s grand
mother. It was easier to recognise the passengers in an open
carriage — the Queen (later Queen Mother) and the bride’s
seventeen year old sister Margaret. Then — what we were
waiting for — the carriage containing the bride in a beautiful
dress with her father the King in the uniform of Admiral of
the Fleet. A great shout went up, accompanied by the playing
of the National Anthem. Then a long wait! There was no

the wedding day of

=3
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near us had a portable radio so we were able to listen to the

long

service, including two well-known hymns ‘Praise my Soul’,
and ‘The Lord is my Shepherd’. There was a titter of surprise

when we heard the Princess promise to ‘obey’!

The return of the carriages was even more wonderful — the
Princess looking radiant beside her new husband, followed in
the next carriage by the King and Queen. The attendants
followed in cars — eight bridesmaids and two page boys._

Nobody wanted the day to end! We joined the big crowd

The
and Queen and attendants.

Jubilee.

sound, system in those days, but we were lucky! Someone

down The Mall, came as near as we could to the palace and
joined the shout of ‘We want the bride’. What rejoicing when
she came on the balcony with her new husband and the King

I still wasn’t ready to leave — my mother was! She agreed
to wait to cheer the Princess and Duke as they left for the
first part of their honeymoon, also in an open carriage.

I've attended as many big Royal events as possible since
then — the Coronation, several Royal Weddings and, maybe
the most poignant for me, the Queen and Prince Phillip’s
Diamond Wedding — so many memories! As a grand mother.,
now, I'm delighted that several of my family share my great
interests. My elder daughter and her son are counting the
days with me until we go to London for the Diamond

Rosemary Carpenter, whose husband Bill is a former vicar

of St Andrew’s

history and more. The best place on the

At the Coronation

I remember so well going with my father and aunt all
the way to London for the Queen’s Goronation — a big
adventure in those days for a 15 year old, who hadn’t
travelled much. The rest of my family had been invited
by the local school mistress to view the proceedings on
her newly acquired television — a very small screen in a
tall wooden cabinet. We travelled from Liverpool on a
special overnight train and on alighting at Euston station
about 5am were greeted by porters calling, ‘Here come
the scousers. Everest climbed’. On reaching our chosen
vantage point, police were asking people who were
stretched out in sleeping bags to get up and make space
for others. By judicious moving into the gaps created we
worked our way virtually to the front by the barriers.
Then began the long wait. The crowd was good-
humoured, always something to watch, empty carriages
passing by, groups of horses followed inevitably by men
with shovels!

Eventually the cheers grew louder and along came the
procession with the Golden Coach bearing the Queen
and Prince Phillip. That moment passed all too quickly
but there was more to follow — the most memorable
being Queen Salote of Tonga in an open carriage in the
pouring rain having the time of her life waving to the
crowd.

Later we joined thousands of others in the Mall where
we saw the Queen on the balcony of Buckingham Palace
surrounded by her family Kathleen Hardy

Royal Garden Party

One of the early engagements
of every Reading Mayor’s year is
to attend a Royal Garden Party at
Buckingham palace. The day for
my husband Bill Mander, Mayor
of Reading and I was 19th July
1977 in Silver Jubilee year. Our
invitation included our daughter
Karen and Councillor Michael
Francis and his wife Pamela.

We were all picked upp by the
mayoral car complete with
chauffeur and our Sergeant at the
Mace and driven to London and
into the Palace Yard. When
directed we were driven to the
steps so well known from TV
pictures.

The Mayor was not wearing the
Mayoral chain. It was replaced by
a deep blue ribbon with the
Borough insignia hanging from it.
I wore the usual Mayoress’ chain.

We walked up the flight of
steps into the palace and passed
through to the big double doors
leading out to the lovely green
turf and flower beds where tea

tents were set up. We could see

flamingos on the lake in the
distance. The Royal party came
out smiling at everyone and
speaking to a few selected guests”
(not us!) and moving towards
their tea tent. This was signal for
the rest of us to go to other tents
for tea — tiny sandwiches, sausage
rolls, canapés, cakes, strawberries

and ice cream. -
We talked to many people —
other Mayors, people from

charities and national companies,
leaders of youth groups and
many others who had given their
service to the nation. -
When the Royal Party went
back indoors, we gradually
moved back towards the palace
and returned through to the room
where people were waiting for
official cars. When called we
moved out to our car which was
flying Reading’s flag on the
bonnet. We returned to our home
through busy shopping areas
with people waving. It was ar
end to a proud and happy day.
Margaret Mander

web to look for information about
Caversham and beyond.

SURVEYS AND

VALUATIONS
Mark Hutchings wrics

Chartered Surveyor

Residential and Commercial Property
Wide area covered from Reading —no VAT
mark.hutchings7@btinternet.com 0118 947 9727 / 07783 677270 |
www.hutchingssurveyors.com

T ANDY'S WASHING MACHINE REPAR

- Don't scrap it, let me repair it

» Most makes repaired

+ Swift repair times

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical
Engineer

« Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

/ 26 years experience / guaranteed work
/ Caversham based
v Discount for OAPs

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours 0
0118 947 1929 evening & messages @
www.awmronline.com C

DICK SMITH épl‘CK"‘"’éP AN
General Builder ]
Small Building Works DOMESTIC 3
Property Maintenance CLEANING SERVICE =
Alterations >
+ Reliable, friendly & trustworthy. g’
No Job too Small «Weekly / Formightly cleans =
+ Onc-Off Cleans. S
Free Estimates EAR anipeacob st ppiied promided g
\ s}
Est: 35 years %7
Competitive Rates - Please call Lovise e
Caversham for a free guotation.
0118 9482504 Tel: 0791 429 5167

Anne Garrison

One to One

HOME TUITION

Primary School Age

PET CARE
On holiday, working,
ill or just need help?

internet computer DOG WALKING
fraining for all ages Range of subjects offered LOOKING AFTER
; : ; DOGS, CATS,
abilities including Special Needs RABBITS etc
Using your own Call 954 5860 or 947 2804 Let me HELP you
machine & : 3
in your home or mine |«
software - at your sonya.delamere@ntiworld.com
oo 0118 9470181

Help with installing
software or setting
up infemet
connections

0118 947 4244

ST EDWARD’S SCHOOL

PREPARATORY SCHOOL FOR BOYS AGED 4-13

‘ We are a small independent school for boys with small class sizes and a caring
family environment that focuses on the individual boy’s academic, moral &

physical development. Located in the heart of Reading, we are a school , ,

with a good reputation that strives to bring value for money for parents.

64 Tilehurst Road, Reading RG30 2JH » 01189 574342

» www.stedwards.org.uk

CARTER

Why should you
install Solar PV?

You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

01

info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

ELECTRICAL

s

S

18 967 7033
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CLOCKMAKER

FREE ESTIMATES
6 Gurney Close, Caversham, RG4 7LE

Specialists in Grandfather clock repairs.
Free local collection service

LD. Collinson CMB.H.L
Tel. (0118) 947 3548

Free Estimates
CQOPSE ELECTRICAL &

SECURITY SERVICES

+ DOOR ENTRY
« INTRUDER ALARMS
+ SECURITY LIGHTING

* ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* EXTRA SOCKETS
* COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel 0798 362 7742/0795 6811443

REFLENDLOBY

18 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA.MRQA. RCCA
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 80 WOODCOTE RD, CAVERSHAM

Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines / Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems

0118 947 6067/www.aromatherapycaversham.co.uk

Vouchers available

/

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial architec-
ture, including designs, local authori-

tration

Lty applications and contract adminis-
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N Tarrant & Son

Plumbing and Heating

Plumbing repairs and fitting
Bathroom design and installation
Kitchen replacement

Tiling

General property maintenance
and repair

Telephone: 0118 9470003
Mobile: 07894 850 950
Email: nitarrant@supanet.com
= ——=ruersEerra e = TV s

& il
OPTICLIANS
% 4 . Comprehensive eye
\ examinations
¥ -+ Full contact lens service

* Free specs for children

W'« Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co,uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)
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Archbishop Bernard at Mapledurham

At the beginning of May, on a day when it had poured with rain until the middle of the afternoon, the sun came out in
time to greet His Grace Bernard Longley, the Archbishop of Birmingham, who came to Mapledurham House to bless the
brass plaques on the new gates. Jack Eyston welcomed the Archbishop and explained to all present why the gates had been
erected, what they commemorated and what the symbols on the plaques represented.

About 50 people attended the ceremony during which prayers were said and Deacons Mike Walker and Hugh
Anscombe read appropriate passages, one from Isaiah, : .
“Open the gates and let the righteous nation in” and the
other from St John, “I am the sheep gate”. Archbishop
Bernard, assisted by his secretary, Fr Dominic Cosslett,
then sprinkled holy water and blessed the gates and the
new plaques.

There were eight brass plaques commemorating, among
other things, the Pope’s visit to Great Britain in 2010, the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee this year, 50 Years of Jack and
Lady Anne being at Mapledurham House and Our Lady’s
monogram. They were made by Hazel Morris from
Brimscombe, Gloucester. The gate posts are topped with
stone pomegranates which have strong Christian connota-
tions going back to Biblical times.

After the ceremony at the gates, refreshments were pro-
vided in the old Manor
House. Archbishop
Bernard made slow
progress getting there
because he stopped to
talk to many people and,
when he did finally
reach the house, he
made a point of talking
to the guests on every
table before going off to
his next appointment.

Blessing of the Sick at Our Lady and St Anne’s

The SVP Confraternity of the parish of Our Lady and St Anne organized the annual Blessing of the Sick service in

May. Lifts were arranged and sick and housebound members of the parish were able to attend the service.
After introductory prayers and hymns, Father Giles went round the church and laid hands on all who wished, said

a prayer and then anointed them with holy oil of Chrism. Hymns were sung by the congregation during the anointing.
The Rosary was then recited followed by the Benediction.

Afterwards, all retired to the Cenacle where tables were laid out for tea, each table decorated with a floral centrepiece.
Members of the SVP waited on the elderly and sick and all enjoyed an appetizing tea accompanied by a buzz of conver-
sation as people had chance to speak to others whom they may not have seen for some time.

CHURCHES

The Archbishop blessing the plaques

The Papal visit plaque

Confirmation at Our Lady
and St Anne’s Parish

The Most Revd. Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham, came
to Caversham in May to administer the sacrament of Confirmation to
21 young people. He was welcomed by Mrs. Nash, head of St. Anne's 3R
school, in the absence of Fr. Giles.who was attending the funeral of his
father in Yorkshire. :

The Archbishop celebrated Mass, assisted by his secretary Fr.
Dominic Cosslett and by Deacons Mike Walker and Hugh Anscombe.
During Mass, Archbishop Bernard asked the candidates to renew their
Baptismal Promises then prayed over them to the Holy Spirit, includ-
ing the following words, “Give them the spirit of wisdom and under-
standing, the spirit of right judgement and courage and the spirit of
knowledge and reverence. Fill them with the spirit of wonder and awe
in your presence”. Each candidate and sponsor then went up to the
Archbishop who made the sign of the cross in holy oil of Chrism on the
forehead of the one to be confirmed.

Music during Mass was performed by the music group, led by Kathy
Carr, and by a choir of children from St. Anne’s school.

After Mass, the Archbishop posed for photographs with the children
on the sanctuary and then posed for many more photographs with
individual children. Refreshments were available in the Cenacle and
the Archbishop eventual-
ly reached there stopping

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping
lolph Road, Readi Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

CALLAGHAN FLOORING AND CARPETS

Professional & personal service from first meefing to comple-
fion of work

Combined experience of almost 40 years

We can supply/fit, repair o just fit
No job too big or small

For carpet, laminate, vinyl, real wood or files
Contact us for free advice, measuring and
no obligation estimates

Email: callaghancarpets@bfinternet.com
Tel: 01189 628527 / 07792 239474

www. hanfloori dcarpets.co.uk
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JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

Confirmation

Arhbishop Bernard with the children after

en route to talk to many
people.. He cut the tradi-
tional confirmation cake
with the help of many
hands of the newly con-
firmed. After this, -he
continued to talk to as
many as possible of those
present before departing
for his journey back
home to Birmingham.

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

. wa. ..
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NEED A RELIABLE
WINDOW CLEANER?

Call Garry @ NBETCTEAN

* 10 years experience ® Interior and Exterior Cleaning
* Velux and Conservatory Roof Cleaning using
Reach & Wash System
* Fully Insured and Police checked

0118 9475696
07974 089978

;&BEL@ AN

67 Woodcote Way, Caversham Heights, Reading RG4 7HL

1

CAVERSHAM HEATH
GOLF CLUB
TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£5.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes
£6.50
New updated menu available 9am - 4pm

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

TAYLOR EADE
BRICKWORK

Specialising in New Builds, Extensions,
Conservatory Bases,

Garden & Boundary walls, Repointing and

all Groundwork & Drainage
For a Free Estimate or any Advice Please give us
acall on

Reading: 0118 9673912 or 07990810101

Email: tayloreadebrickwork@hotmail.co.uk
Quality and Reliability Assured

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

mm 0" 00

BERKSHIRES INDEPENDENT TILE SUPPLIER

CAVERSHAM ®oowu
nmlﬂ READING

RG4 6DG
Tol 0118 9478853  www.cavtiles.co.uk

CLEARANCE SALE Now oN!

THE WILD

SERVICE TREE

This fairly uncommon tree,
known also as the Chequer
Tree, grows in a number of old
woods near Reading — Pamber
Forest, Lambridge Wood, and
more locally, Clayfield Copse
among them. The photograph
shows what the leaves and fruit
look like at this time of year,
before the berries ripen.

You might notice its white
flowers in spring, or its red and
orange leaves in autumn, but at
this time of year you might not
give it a second glance. It looks
a bit like a maple, but the leaves
are rather more pointed, and
different in shape from those of
any other tree. Though not
conspicuous, it turns out to
have once had considerable
importance — cultural, culinary and medicinal.

It would be nice to think that when St Birinus was in our area,
converting the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity, he stood under a
Wild Service Tree, but there is no such tradition. Apparently the
word “service” comes from the Anglo-Saxon word “syfre”,
which is the Anglicisation of the Latin name of the tree, Sorbus.

Nevertheless, there seems to be a tradition that it was called the
Service Tree because it was useful, and of service. The berries,
known as “services” or ‘“chequers”, were used to flavour
alcoholic drinks, and other parts of the tree had medicinal
properties.

I have heard it said that the name “chequers” came about
because of the chequered bark, but most writers say that the
berries were called “chequers” because of their speckled
appearance, or because of their pitted surfaces. Some go on to say
that a chequer-board was used as an inn sign because drinks
flavoured with the berries were served there. Others say that the
inn sign was to show that you could enjoy a game of draughts
there. The chequer-board is one of the oldest pub signs, and the
pattern currently features on the arms of the British Institute of
Innkeeping.

The Reading telephone book currently lists three pubs called
The Chequers — and also The Bull and Chequers at Woodley
Green.

The full Latin name of the tree, Sorbus torminalis, points to its
medicinal benefits. Tormina is the Latin word for colic, and
according to John Evelyn, in his book Sylva: or, A Discourse on
Forest Trees, published in 1664, water distilled from the flower-
stalks and leaves was good against “gripe, consumption, green
sickness in virgins, and ear-ache”.

So far, we have considered only the Wild Service Tree, but
there is also the Service Tree proper, Sorbus domestica. Old
books say that it was introduced from continental Europe for its
fruit, but in the 1970s, it was found growing on cliffs by the sea
around the Bristol Channel and Severn Estuary, so it is now
considered native.

Like the fruits of the Medlar, the fruits of both the Service Trees
have to be “bletted” or left to go soft before they become edible.
The berries of the Wild Service were particularly popular with
children, in the days before you could buy pineapples, bananas
and strawberries all the year round in supermarkets. They were
collected in October, and threaded on string, and hung up in the
house, until they were ready. According to Richard Mabey, in his
Flora Britannica, “the taste is not quite like anything else that
grows wild in this country, with hints of apricot, sultana, over-
ripe damson, and tamarind”. Definitely worth seeking out a bit
later in the year!

Happy Wanderer
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Planning for your future as you get older?
For a bespoke personal service helping you
through the care & housing maze, contact us
for a free initial discussion 0118 954 5670 or
email: info@dectree.co.uk

")’ ole<:|8|orﬂ rece

resctire cholces for life

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like to have this paper delivered to you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews@gmail.com giving your

name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased either
from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office, Church Street

Commercial Property Agents

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Rent Reviews & Lease Renewals negotiated

George Chilvers and Nigel Price fFrics

0118 947 4600
www.highmoorcross.co.uk

“Specialist herb nursery centered on a picturesque 18th
century barn in a traditional rural setting”

BARN GIFT SHOP
THE SAXON MAZE

DISPLAY GARDENS
DAISY’S COFFEE SHOP

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NJ
Tel: 0118 972 4220 Daisy's ~ 0118 972 3652
Open 7 days a week 10am to 5pm

.7 ARUM TREE SURGEONS
W TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES | ontoe

e Tree removal, tree pruning ®
e Trees supplied and planted e
e Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding ®
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS ~ CHARTERED SURVEYORS
The local firm with the infernational reputation - Est 1901

ll 0o you EnJoy THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE? |

DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR
TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

i THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF AN

AUCTION FOR YOURSELF ~ LOCALLY!

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

4 ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & OFFICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
+ GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEHICLES
and much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES

Probate ¢ Family Division + Insurance ¢ Auction

We would be pleased to advise without obligation,
See website for fixture list and catalogues
~log on and subscribe

RICS compliant ~ clients money protected

31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 86I I
B hire RGI 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896
on.co.ub
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" | * Conservatories, Lanterns, Verandas, Bi-Fold Doors

3 Drapes, Re-upholstery

Up to
EvereSt 25% Discount

* Casement Windows @ Doors in Timber, PVC-U or in 18 different
Aluminium colours

* Secondary Windows for Listed Buildings etc

* Sash Windows in Timber, PVC-U; authentic “Queen Anne”design
* Garage Doors, Bespoke Fitted kitchens, Solar Energy

* Flat Roofs, Soffits, Fasclas, Guttering, Downplpes, Cladding

Only Everest provides a lifetime guarantee against condensation in the
PVC-U sealed unit and Windows @7 doors twice as secure as the British
standard.

All our products are made-to-measure
01491 641337 / 07958 420947
prisconsult@aol.com

Carousel Clothing Dress Agency
Selling top quality women’s clothes &
accessories — Boden, LK Bennett, Hobbs,
Monsoon etc.

All at fantastically low prices

23 Prospect Street, Caversham
Open 10am to 5pm Monday to Saturday

“We're now taking in summer stock, so if you
have lovely clothes you nolonger wear, bring
them to us”

www.carouselclothing.org.uk
Tel: 0118 948 1001

* Top quality flooring at the best prices
* Open to the trade and the public

* Free Advice / Free Quotes

|
|
|
|
|
|
I - Samples to view in your home/office day/evening
: * Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

* Fast turn around on fitting

« Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company
All Types of Roofing

Tel: 0118 963 9456
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Caversham & Chiltern
Flower Club

“Hidden Gems" is the title of a demonstration by Kate
Thomas to be held by Caversham & Chiltern Flower Club on
Wednesday 11th July, starting 7.30pm. The venue as ever is
Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Highmoor Rd.,
entrance £4.50 for visitors. Plants, books and refreshments
will be available, and also a floral accessories sales table. The
Club meets on the second Wednesday of each month, so if
you like flowers why not come along and be inspired! Visitors
are always very welcome. For further details contact Berna
Macdonald on 0118 9477400

Reading & District
Probus Club

More of Reading’s history was revealed to the members
when Linda Humphreys-Evans of the Friends of Caversham
Court Gardens told of the extent of the gardens beyond the
now familiar restored gates. The garden is listed in the English
Heritage Register of Historic Parks.

Recently restored and re-furbished, the gardens now show
the beginnings of the park from the 12th Century Rectory of St
Peter’s Church, the Civil War, the Loveday family and, of
course, the Simmonds family, bankers and now remembered
for brewing beer. The park is now owned by Reading Council.

The Friends of Caversham Court Gardens have documented
the “stolen stones” from the Abbey, used in various buildings
with the compliments of Henry VIII, who gave the court to an
Oxford College. Some of these stones were incorporated in
the new tea-room and toilets. Mary de Pledge of the timber
merchant family, who was a keen horse-woman with stables
in Newbury and Lockinge, lived in the house in the 1800’s.

Of interest to all ages is “The Time Line”, a walkway
showing names of residents against British history dates.

So, any chap whose job is now history and would like to
add the next chapter, just give the scribe (sorry, secretary)
Raymond Head a call on 01189 9411445 or read the Probus
Doomsday on the website www.probusclub-reading.org.uk

Caversham Heights

Townswomen’s Guild

The Guild held their 51st Birthday party in June, a
ploughmans supper with a red white and blue theme. Songs
from the shows were performed by Catherine Bulpitt.

Like the Queen, some of us took a river trip in June. We
embarked from Henley on the Waterman and enjoyed a three
course lunch on board.

The Luncheon club dined at the Bird in Hand, Social Studies
were entertained by Mr Alan Stockwell with his Odd odes and
True stories, and the Scrabble group continue to tax their
brains. -

There are plans afoot for a sponsored walk in August in aid
of the Princess Royal's Fund for Carers.

Our next meeting is at the Methodist Church Hall,
Highmoor Road Caversham on Wednesday July 18th at
7.30pm and will be “a Scottish Holiday” by Pat Cleare.

New members and visitors are always very welcome

St Peter’s Wives

Tony King was the speaker at our May meeting, with a talk
on the history of the London Underground.

We heard about the development of the Underground,
which was the brainchild of Charles Pearson in the 1840s.
London at that time was extremely congested, with thousands
of horse-drawn vehicles polluting the streets, and hundreds of
pedestrians having to negotiate their way through the city.
Pearson came up with the idea of an underground railway to
solve this problem and work commenced in 1860.

The building of the Underground initially involved ‘cut and
cover’ techniques, which meant digging up existing roads to
lay the track and building the tunnels from bricks made from

the London clay excavated from the site. It also involved the
displacement of people whose homes were on the proposed
route or proposed station and 76,000 people were displaced
in the construction of St Pancras. :

Eventually a tunnelling shield was invented which operated
underground. Behind came bricklayers and plasterers to
construct the tunnels. It also involved the re-routing of sewers
and water and gas pipes which were in the way.

Tony King told us so many interesting facts and figures about
the Underground, and one of his final slides was a diagram of
the tube lines under Piccadilly Circus, layer upon layer of
them. Amazing engineering!

Our next meeting will be on Tuesday 19th June at 8pm at
Church House, when we will be holding our annual
Strawberry Supper. This will be followed by a talk on street
pastors by Sylvia Chumbley.

New members are always welcome.

Caversham WI

Holidays and an outing kept numbers lower than normal
when members met for the resolution’s meeting. After the
business part and reminders of future events the resolution on
the need for more midwives was debated. This proved popular
and was agreed by everyone. After a welcome cup of tea the
President produced one of her fiendish quizzes and then
tested memories with a list of grocery items from 1961, the
year of our founding. We had to guess the prices in pre-
decimal currency which did seem a long time ago

Caversham Horticultural Society

The society is proud to present two talks in July. Firstly
Matthew Biggs (Channel 4’s ‘Garden Club’ and panelist for
BBC Radio 4's ‘Gardeners’ Question Time') is giving a talk to
the society on ‘Back Gardens of Britain’. Matthew will
introduce us to some of the fascinating characters who have
created their dreams from suburban back gardens to
allotments and inner city roof gardens. This talk will be held
on Thursday 5th July at Caversham Primary School, Hemdean
Road, starting at 7.45pm. Non member tickets costing £7.00
can be obtained from Val Taylor, tel. 0118 375 9106 or email
val.taylor@cslltd.com

Secondly on Wednesday 11th July Richard Reynolds is
giving a talk to explain the idea of the international growing
phenomenon of ‘Guerrilla Gardening’. Gardeners have
reclaimed “orphaned” land from neglected roundabouts and
abandoned building sites right down to a patch of bare soil
around a planted street tree. The meeting starts at 7.45pm at
Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road.

Rotary Club of Caversham

The Reverend Derek Spears, who some readers will
remember from his days as a curate at St Peter's in the 1980s,
has been elected to be the President of the Rotary Club of
Caversham from July 2012 till July 2013. He is currently vicar
at St Peter's Church Earley and this will be his second spell as
the Rotary Club President. Secretary for the year will be
Frances Hill and treasurer John Armitage, both Caversham
residents. The President of Rotary International for the year
2012-2013 will be Sakuji Tanaka,whose theme for the year is,
“PEACE THROUGH SERVICE”. He says, “However we define
peace, whatever peace means to us, we can bring it closer
through service.”

The Club has had several new members recently, largely
due to the success of the quarterly networking evenings it has
been organising for the benefit of the Caversham Traders
Association. At its AGM the Club again elected Sir Anthony
Durant as an honorary member. He was our local Member of
Parliament from 1974 till 1990 and held the office of Vice-
Chamberlain of the Household from 1988 -1990.

The Rotary Club is completing its year by distributing
£6,000 from its charity fund to a variety of charities, including
Christian Community Action, Water Aid, Robbie the Robot
scanner at the Royal Berks, the Sue Ryder Hospice at
Nettlebed, Mukti, and Rotary's own project, End Polio Now.
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Peter Robins

Local Builders, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784
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LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM

by Mary Kift

A revised edition

£8.99

Now available at

WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

15TBERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like to have this paper delivered to you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews@gmail.com giving your
name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased either
from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office, Church Street

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE 01189472040 22 Buxton Avenue
Caversham Heights
MOBILE 07768 376270 Reading
Berks
RG4 7BU

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)
* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken

* Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 - 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

P RS
Reading Gardeners

Our Programme of Summer Outings for 2012 will include the following.

Thursday 16th August to Parham House and Gardens, West Sussex. Price £25
There will be a stop for coffee at Guildford Cathedral.

Tuesday 11th. September to Sussex Prairies and Nymans Gardens . For National

Trust Members the price is £22 and for non-members £27.

If you are interested in joining us on either outing please contact Mrs Hazel

Blackburn Tel. 01189 475 451 or email hazelblk@tiscali.co.uk for more details.

CLUBS

Rosehill WI

President Margaret Pyle welcomed members to the May meeting, the secretary
read out various announcements including minutes of the April meeting.

The president announced that the summer outing would be a steamer trip to
Mapledurham on Friday August 10th. She then told members that two of the old
members had died.

Irene Howlett will be remembered for her lovely knitting and always wearing a
hand knitted cardigan or sweater to meetings. Irene also had a love of gardening
and had enjoyed our talk in April with a speaker from Thrive. Bertha Gibbons had
nearly reached 102 years. She will only be remembered by older members because
she had not attended meetings for quite a while.

A discussion was held on this year's resolution which was “NFWI calls on the
government to increase investment in the training, employment and retention of
midwives in England and Wales. to ensure services are adequately resourced.”

Margaret Pyle led the discussion and members gave their opinions, a vote was
taken and the resolution passed and will be sent to NFWI for the Annual meeting.

Brenda Caborn then gave a brief overview of the Berkshire federation Spring
meeting which was held at the Corn Exchange Newbury. After this members
enjoyed a cup of tea and social chat. The raffle was drawn and the meeting closed.

Meetings are held on the first Wednesday of the month at St Barnabas Church
Hall Emmer Green. Visitors are very welcome

Emmer Green Residents Association

Twenty five EGRA members were lucky enough to visit the Thames Valley Police
Museum at Sulhamstead in April. Situated in the White House, a former mansion
set in glorious grounds, it's now the training and assessment centre for Thames
Valley Police (TVP).

We were given a brief history of how over the years a number of town, district
and county forces came together in 1968 to form TVP, before embarking on a
guided tour of some of the working areas of the complex. First up was the Search
Unit. TVP is one of the few forces to employ specialist dive teams whose role is to
search for evidence and all too often bodies in some of the harshest environments
imaginable not just in rivers and ponds. We were allowed into their specially
equipped truck which had just returned from an assignment in Warwickshire.

Next came a visit to the dog kennels where some training is carried out, but
which are more often used to board dogs while their handlers are on leave. That
days’ inmates ranged from a docile German shepherd to a number of the same
breed, who were less happy to have their day interrupted by interlopers, and three
utterly adorable spaniels deployed on various sniffer duties. The request not to put
fingers through the bars didn’'t seem apt for them and tended to be ignored.

The museum contains a number of exhibits illustrating the development of
policing techniques and communications over the years, together with exhibits
connected with some of the more famous cases in which the constituent forces
have been involved. Our guide had firsthand experience of the Hungerford
shootings, which merited its own display, from his days as a forensics officer.

Everyone found the visit most enjoyable, helped to a large extent by the
enthusiastic and humorous approach of the museum curator. Our thanks go out to
him, and to Barry Prior who arranged the visit for us.

Probus

Mention of ‘Money’ and ‘Penny for your thoughts’ made sure that Alan Ford told
of his passion for ‘money’ particularly coin collecting (old money worth something
of course).

We all collect coins for a while before spending them The old coins came in
grades: proof coins were worth their gold or silver content. But what is proof?
Untouched by hand and in sealed protective bags or wallets. Coins that have been
handled immediately lose their value. Cleaning with vinegar, lemon juice or
solvent does not destroy the print.

Pitfalls await the unwary — In Egypt — for the tourist — ‘Genuine Roman coins’
(made in a factory down the road?!) Finding a real coin today is the real pleasure
of collecting. Investigating (called research!) the history of coins from Herod’s time;
his haul of Jewish money on top of the mountain for a start?

Now the search and find is extended with deep sea diving and ‘finds’ on sunken
vessels especially Spanish, renowned for carrying Gold coins in the 16th Century
and their ‘pieces of eight’ which could be cut up into 8 pieces to pay the ship’s
crew. One find was thousands of coins fused together in a solid block of silver.

From 1800 the value of a coin was the amount of silver in its weight- that way
money was something in itself. Crown (5/), half crown (2/6) tanner (6d) and a 3
penny bit (famous for Christmas Puddings) Penny, half penny (or ha’penny ).

Probus is known by retired men as good value. Call Secretary, Raymond Head
on 0118 941 1445 or on www.probusclub-reading.org.uk.
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CAVERSHAM HEATH
GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

4 Christenings
4 Weddings

4 Funerals

4 Dinner Parties

4 Family Events

4 Birthday Parties

4 Anniversaries

4 Corporate Functions

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

“AF. JONES | | R McCARDLE
MASTER MASTER MASONS
MASONS Fine Memorials in

Marble, Stone and

Craftsmen in Stone Granite

Restoration and all

BEDFORD RD
other masonry
READING undertaken
Telephone
0118 957 3537 0118 973 0043

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Iden Charter elp the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST 1826

Independent family funeral directors and

monumental masons.
_ Al1F
B

&

-

« 24 Hour assistance

« 4 Offices with parking

«  Competitively priced

« Flowers by telephone and on-line
- Stone memorials

- Pre-paid funeral plans

Reading: 0118 957 3650
Henley-on-Thames: 01491 413 434
Other Branches: Bracknell ~ Wokingham

www.abwalker.co.uk
W co.u

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

58 Briants Avenue
Caversham
Tel: 0118 946 1393
(24 Hrs)

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 945 2103
(24 Hrs)

As your local Funeral Directors
we will do ALL we can to help.

| FOR PERSONAL SERVICE -
) PLEASE CONTACT CAROL OR JOHN Dignity
R4 Part of Dignity s

Funeral Service
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BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

* All Gas Work Undertaken * Servicing
Landlord Safety Certificates * Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which cause
underperform or even fail by havi
state of the art )

your heating system to
2 o Specialist Power Flush with our
agnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JULY 2012

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

Gardiners

% NURSING AND HOMECARE

o\, -

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. ) ;
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8DZ 01 1 8 9476666

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

XNentwood gatden. Sexvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort .
Airports  Weddings ¢ Special occasions
Local reliable service

Ray Noble

Proprietor

Mobile: 07962 215778
Email: rayjnoble @hotmail.com

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

= - SOy

= Caversham Clinic _p4&

C 4 C| 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 81 westay
— 0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy

- Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,

Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common

PIANO LESSONS
- available from an
experienced teacher,
ex-concert pianist.
All levels taught.
Your house or mine
(Steinway grand).
Anna: 07592 720865

ELECTROLYSIS

Poermmanent Hair Reroval

Pauline Poulden IHBC VTCT

07833 616644

12 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FREE CONSULTATION & LOYALTY BONUS
www.holisticandbeauty.co.uk

0118 9723358
Josey @& Paynter Health Products
dependent Ditrbator o Foreve LvingProdicts

4 Aloe Vera Products
for Health @ Wellbeing

4 Natural Ingredients

# Can be Used on

4 Antique Restorations
# Furniture Repairs
# French Polishing

# Leather Tops Animals
4 Insurance Work @ Business Opportunity
; Call Dennis on g
07779 127907 0118 982 1288

Catering with Flair

Creative Cuisine for all Occasions

Vegetarian Dishes a Speciality!
We can provide all or part of the menu for your

function whatever the size!

» Tasty Canapés and Starters
e Unusual Seasonal Salads

 Creative Main Courses
e Delicious Desserts
e Scrumptious Afternoon Teas
For further details, please telephone

0118 948 38 38

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

FIREPLACE
MAGIC

45 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading
STOVES & FIREPLACE SALES
CCTV Chimney Inspections

Design and installation also available

Tel: 0118 946 3060
www.fireplacemagic.com

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice

e 25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

/

Quality private dental care for all the family
Modern Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening
Easy access and parking

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

s

® Your problem is ours
e Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna Cirv & Guib Mece & EiTe (ENG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | O1I8 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

Selling houses from the

g gxersham Bridge

PHILIP BAKER & (0 J

Independent estate agents since 194

Bridge Street Caversham Reading RG4
Telephone 0118 946 4606

www.philiphaker.co ul

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

WATER SOFTENER
SALT SUPPLIES

FREE DELIVERY TO LOCAL AREA
With minimum order
25KG TABLET/GRANULAR SALT
£8.49
For your water softener or dishwasher
2 x 4KG BLOCK SALT
£5.50
For your water softener
07785 772263/0118 959 1796
email sales@salt-deliveries-online.com

ORDER ON LINE
Collection also available from
Unit 2, 6 Portman Road, Reading
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