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KEEPER OF
OUR CIVIC
TRADITIONS

Pageantry, pomp and panoply — all these used to
be a vital part of the process of government
whether national or local, but in these utilitarian
days the trappings of public office are often
thought not quite democratic, and the badge of
office not always regarded as a matter of pride.

But there are still some occasions when our local
dignitaries appear in full regalia, the Mayor and
Deputy Mayor resplendently robed in scarlet and
blue and wearing archaic tricorn hats, followed by
the councillors clad more sedately .in robes of
black. Heading the procession, bearing the bur-
nished golden mace, is Michael Hehir, the mace-
bearer, immaculate in tail-coat uniform and shin-
ing top hat.

CAVERSHAM RESIDENT
Mr Hehir, who lives in Dovedale Close, Caver-

sham, is much more than the holder of a traditional
office. He is deeply involved in the mechanics of
Mayorality, along with the Chief Executive and
Mayor’s Secretary. Acting as body servant, adviser,
confidant, general factotum, companion and guar-
dian to some 15 Reading mayors, his respon-
sibilities range from attending on the first citizen
at civie functions great and small, to cleaning the
civic plate. His day starts at 8am and often goes on
until well past midnight.

Mick Hehir was a regular soldier before the war
(most of which he spent in a German prisoner of
war camp) and on his return he took a post as butler
to Lord Buckhurst. After some years in this service
he became mace-bearer to Battle Rural District
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Council and from there, in 1962, came to Reading,
so he is now approaching a record tenure of the
office.

Apart from attending on the Mayor at over 150
functions in a year he acts as butler at most
business luncheons and receptions given at the
Civic Centre, and has in an emergency been the
Mayor’s chauffeur.

He will always remember the time he was driving
the Mayor’s party home from a Royal Garden Party
at Buckingham Palace when the ancient Princess
limousine, then the official car, wheezed to an
unscheduled halt in the London rush-hour traffic.
Mick had visions of the Mayor and her escort
having to get out and push away down the Crom-
well Road, but his Army training came in useful
and he was able to clean the carburettor and
gingerly coax the car back to Reading. Soon after
this the present Daimler was acquired, to the great
relief of all concerned.

- HANG ON TO THE CHAIN

Another Mayor was about to be ferried across the
Thames to a fuhction in Caversham Court when he
decided it would be much more fun to paddle over
in a canoe. Getting his priorities right, Mick told
him: Alright Mr Mayor, off you go, but give me your
chain first — we can always get another Mayor, but
we can't afford to lose the chain.”

Mr Hehir takes his job seriously, in fact he
regards it as a vocation and is rightly jealous of any
belittling of the dignity of the office of Mayor or
councillor. He is a little sad that during the 15
years he has been in Reading the number of
councillors who wear the robe has tended to
decrease, as is support for such functions as the
church service before the opening of Assizes. He
feels — and may well be right — that something
important will be lost if town councillors ever come
to regard themselves as little more than glorified
clerks sitting on a municipal committee.

“What do you think the most important asset for
your job,” I asked him. “That’s a hard one” he
replied, “but I'd say it’s having an understanding
wife!” When you think of the long and anti-social
hours he works — there is no trade union for
mace-bearers — it is pretty obvious that the Coun-
cil is in the debt of Mrs Pat Hehir, as well as her
husband, Mick Hehir, mace-bearer and upholder of
valued tradition, .. 3

TUESDAY,
NOVEMBER 1

8am Holy Communion
(St Peter's)
8pm Sung Eucharist
(St Peter’s, St Andrew'’s,
St Barnabas)
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G. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD.

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs
throughout Southern England

Formation of complete Forests
Care and maintenance of trees a speciality
Careful tidy work

Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain

27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading
Telephone 471124
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- The Editor’s

Column

WORRY

AS T go around Caversham I meet a great many people who in the course of
conversation say to me: “I'm so worried about so and so. I had another bad night
last night thinking about it.” Perhaps such people could be helped if they looked
carefully at what our Lord has to say about just this sort of thing. -

THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT

In the Sermon on the Mount (St Matthew, Ch. 6, verse 25 and onwards) we find
Jesus saying’that we are to put away anxious thoughts. He is not forbidding
ordinary prudence and He is certainly not arguing for a thoughtless and
shlftless attitude to life. But He is forbidding us to adopt the sort of attitude
which takes all the joy out of life. And He advances a number of arguments to
support what He says.

He begins by reminding us that if God gave us life we can surely trust Him to
provide all our lesser needs like food, drink and clothing. But He then goes on to
make it quite plain that worry is quite useless: nothing is ever actually achieved
by worrying: in fact when we worry we merely waste time and energy and are
consequently less able to come to terms with our supposed difficulties. But the
most fundamental argument that He produces against worry is that it is
essentially distrust in the power of God. When we worry we are in effect saying to
God: “You do not seem able to deal with this situation, so I will take over.” Worry
in fact is really an expression of our disbelief in God himself.

OUR LORD’S SOLUTION

Jesus spells out two ways of defeating worry. The first of these, He says, is to
concentrate on the Kingdom of God. “Set your mind on God’s Kingdom and His
justice before everything else, and all the rest will come to you as well.” It was
His conviction that when God is the real dominating power in our lives there is
no room at the same time for worry. Secondly, He says: “Do not be anxious about
tomorrow: tomorrow will look after itself.” Once again He is not forbidding
ordinary prudence but He is saying that we should handle the demands of each
day as they arrive. So much fear is in fact totally needless because our
imagination invents situations that cannot possibly occur.

POPE JOHN

I remember as a small boy at the seaside seeing a notice displayed on the beach
by a boatman. It said: “Yesterday is dead — forget it. Tomorrow is not here — do
not worry about it. Today is here, use. Motor Boat Trips One Shilling — Enjoy one
now.” And a story is told of Pope John. He used to say that when he woke up in
the night worrying he would ask himself: “Now, John, who is running the
Church — you or the Holy Spirit?” And then he felt better and dropped off again
to sleep. So if you wake up at 2am tomorrow remember how Pope John dealt with
the problem — you may also find the prayer at the bottom of this column helpful.
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A PRAYER BY FRANK COLQUHOUN

Heavenly Father, who has taught us to be anxious for nothing,
but to cast all our care upon Thee; Increase our faith we
beseech Thee, and strengthen our resolve, that with a calm and
courageous spirit we may meet all life’s duties and demands,
and know In daily experience Thy peace which passes all
understanding: through Jesus Christ Our Lord.
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CAN
YOU |
HELP?

The Guides com-
panies and Brownie
packs in Caversham
West District are thriv-
ing units, full of girls
between the ages of 7-16
years. All ten units
which meet in various
halls in the district have
at least one Guider in
charge of the girls but
only four of these have a
second adult to help.

[HfainiveornEeRsiNs
interested, irrespec-
tive of whether they
have been a member of
the movement or not,
and would like to give
assistance with either
the Brownies (ages 7-11
years) or the Guides
(ages 10-16) please con-
tact the District Com-
missioner, Mrs J. Nicol.
Tel. 474170.

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET

FIRST FLOOR
MEETING ROOM
AVAILABLE FOR

CLUBS AND
ORGANISATIONS

KITCHEN FACILITIES

Apply to the
Parish Secretary
CHURCH HOUSE

Telephone 471703
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POSTBAG

Those of us who attend at the Chapel of Our
Lady of Caversham, Richmonq Road, read your
report on the fund-raising activities and the do-it-
yourself renovation work on the chapel with great
interest. We are pleased that your correspondent
reported this work and that you were good
enough to print the news.

However, it is unfortunate that some families
were particularly named as helpers, since such a
list could only be short and therefore excludes
mention of many hard-working volunteers who
have given valuable time, energy and money to
sustain the entire project. Indeed, the renovation
work, and the supporting activities, have involved
practically every member of our congregation in
one way or another. That has been the joy of this
situation. Who can ever judge who has given the
most to the cause — the widow’s mite has
analagous relevance in every experience such as
this.

If you wish for names of helpers, | will quote the
parish register. But they do not matter — it was a
community: effort shared by everyone, and we
look forward to many more, for we are all the
richer for having worked so hard together.

Yours etc.,
John Nelson
30 Silverthorne Drive,
Caversham:

ST BARNABAS CHURCH HALL

CHRISTMAS
FAIR

Saturday, November 5
at 2.30pm

for Transkei Mission Hospitals

eepfreeze Ltd

25 Farnham Drive, Caversham Park Village,

Reading, Berks
READING 478515

Barclaycard and Access Card Welcome

Large range of Frozen and Non-frozen
Goods, Large and Small Packs at

Competitive Prices

Low price special offers always available

LATE NIGHT FRIDAY

Why not pay us a visit?

OPEN TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY

9.0-5.30.

FRIDAY LATE NIGHT 9.0-8.00

SATURDAY 9.0-5.00

LARGE FREE CAR PARK

FREE DELIVERY MINIMUM ORDER £30
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IONA THE ISLE OF PILGRIMAGE

M The ancient Abbey Church, lona.

CARE FOR
THE DYING

Sue Ryder saw for her-
self the evils people suf-
“fered and endured
under the Nazis. She
worked with the British
Special Operations and

met the heroes,
heroines — and suffer-
ers — of Occupied
Europe s Resistance.

The experience
launched her,
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. TO HIRE A HALL

BALMORE HALL
Secretary: Mrs S. Smith,62 Woodcote Road.
Tel: 476388

CAVERSHAM HALL
Secretary: Mrs C. H. Jordan, 7 St John’s Road
Tel. 478538

CHURCH HOUSE, CHURCH STREET
Secretary: Mrs W. A. Vincent, The Parish Office, Read-
ing. Tel. 471703 (Mon-Thurs 9.30am-3.30pm)

MAPLEDURHAM MEMORIAL HALL
Secretary: Mrs L. F. T. Bartlett, 143 Upper Woodcote
Road. Tel. 471863

ST. ANDREW'’S HALL
Secretary: Mr J. Tomlin, 32 Kidmore Road
Tel. 473809

ST. BARNABAS HALL
Secretary: Mrs G. F. Davies, 11 Eric Avenue
Tel. 471334

TRENCH GREEN HALL
Secretary: Mr Martyn-Johns, Greendene Farm, Map-
ledurham. Kidmore End 2198

WEST MEMORIAL HALL

Secretary: Mr K. Shield, 27 Albert Road.
Tel. 473709
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DPut yourself in

MILWARDS
SHOES

What could be more fitting?

CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM

immediately after the
war, into work among
the survivors of balle
zZones, concentratlon
camps, prisons and so-
called “hospitals”. Now
the Sue Ryder Founda-
tion exists not only to
heal those old wounds
but also to bring relief
to modern-day suf-
fering.

Chief amongst the
Foundation’s projects
are the Sue Ryder
Homes. They are homes
for the incurably ill.
They are founded upon
faith and love and they
are there to bring peace,
purpose and homeliness
to the dying. They are
supported by volunteers
and Sue Ryder herself
works voluntarily, even
paying her own travel-
ling expenses over
40,000 miles a year.

There are over 70
homes in different coun-
tries, and another is
planned near Reading
— when a suitable
building can be found.
Last year the Area
Health Authority recom-
mended two homes
should be established in
Berkshire, but they have
not the money to do it.
So, with the goodwill of
the Authority, the Sue
Ryder Foundation is try-
ing to fill-the need.

In this age when many
people are frightened to
mention death, let alone
face it, the example of
homes which bring love
and joy to the dying is
terribly important. In
this age when many hos-
pitals try to conceal the
approach and event of
death, it is reassuring to
find how in these homes
death can be faced hon-
estly and openly. In this,
each person’s value and
self-respect is pre-
served.

If you would like to
join a new group to sup-
port the Sue Ryder
Foundation and thus
help the establishment
of a home near Reading,
please contact Mrs Jen-
nie Tipton, 73 South
View Avenue, Caver-
sham. Tel. 474076 (even-
ings).
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I was most fortunate to
visit the Isle of Iona this
summer with the help of
the Kendrick Travel
Scholarship. Along with
Jacqui Payne I met
many other young
people, including some
from Germany and
America, who were
attending the Music and
Drama Course.

We had only been on
the island a few hours
when we discovered
that friends were being
made quickly, and on
our first evening we
climbed Iona’s highest
point to watch the sun
set and sing madrigals.
People were not stran-
gers for long.

AN ANCIENT
CHRISTIAN SHRINE

The Abbey of Iona left
a very deep impression
on all of us by its stark
beauty. We worshipped
together in the abbey at
the beginning and end
of every day, and it was
there, too, that the

music was rehearsed..

On one evening the
young people were able
to conduct the worship
themselves.

1t felt quite natural to
sit on a beach with a
group of people,
unknown to each other a
few days previously,
singing hymns and pray-
ing together. The bay,
said to have been the
landing place of St Col-
umba, was visited also
during our stay on Iona.

The week was one of
contrasts. There were

by Susan Osbourn

chores that had to be
done. The afternoons
were left free so folk
could do what they
wanted, and the things
they wanted to do were
to explore the island, to
hear the corn-crakes,
pick wild lilies and
orchids. To make music
and laughter, and play
“Three-legged Foot-
ball” to the horror of the
German boys!

But the opportunity of
making new friends and
meeting each other was
obviously central to all
that happened. Each
evening after the ser-
vice there was an organ-
ised event like a con-
cert, dance or Kali. The
last evening repre-
sented the high-point
of our week together on
that enchanted island.
In place of the usual
evening worship and
after the play produced
by the drama group,
there was a Communion
Service.

Trestle tables covered
with white cloths were
set up between the choir
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stalls in the abbey
which was lit by cand-
lelight. The choir sat in
an arc around the head
of the table and the rest
of the congregation sat
at the table, in the choir
stalls and below the
table. The bread and
wine were passed from
hand to hand down the
length of the church,
each person receiving
communion from his
neighbour.

It was indeed a very
beautiful and mystical
service and at the end
we sang a mediaeval
chant in three parts.
“Gloria in Excelsis Deo”
echoed around the dar-
kening abbey again and
again, as the congrega-
tion filed out into the
cloisters. It’s hardly sur-
prising that I would like
to return next year.

HISTORICAL
FOOTNOTE:

St Columba came of a
noble Irish family
Trained in Irish monas-
teries, St Columba even-
tually established him-
self on Iona along with
12 companions where he
remained for 34 years.

THE PRAYER OF COLUMBA
Almighty Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
Eternal ever-blessed gracious God,
To me, the least of saints, to me, allow
That [ may keep a door in Paradise:
That I may keep even the smallest coldest door,
The furthest door, the darkest coldest door,
The door that is least used, the stiffest door
If so it be but in Thine house, 0 God!
If so it be that I can see Thy Glory,
Even afar and hear Thy voice, O God!
And know that I am with Thee — Thee, O God.
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ANNIVERSARIES

MAKE EVERY OCCASION SPECIAL

at

THE

GROSVENOR
HOUSE

Kidmore Road, Caversham

Regular Saturday night house dinner dances

For your reservations
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MRS EVA

SAWYER

It may be imprudent to enquire of a lady her age
but Mrs Eva Sawyer of 90 Oakley Road is proof
positive that life’s span of three score years and ten
1s a fallacyss= with a chuckle she will tell any
inquirer that she is well into her second innings.

Mrs Sawyer, a native of Caversham, has always
taken a keen interest in local affairs and continues
to do so as far as the crippling effects of arthritis
permit. She is the senior member of the Baptist
Church, having been admitted to membership in
1916. In her younger days she was leader of the
Primary Department of the Sunday School and

MAID MARIAN
FOOD STORE

(Danish Bacon Company)

47 HEMDEAN ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471632

GROCERIES AND PROVISIONS
FRESH GREENGROCERY

TOBACCO AND CONFECTIONERY

Always special offers
available at low prices
i.e. Typhoo Tea at 27p per Y |b

Open daily 8-7.30, Sunday 9-6.30

= s Hart+Seary

ESTATE AGENTS — SURVEYORS — AUCTIONEERS —
VALUERS

39 CASTLE STREET
READING
Telephone 55564

Out of Business Hours: 411665
and at
96 QUEEN STREET, MAIDENHEAD
60 HIGH STREET, WARGRAVE

Tel. 21166
Tel. 2326

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD

Building Contractors
Renovations in all Trades Decorations

EMMER GREEN, READING Tel. 471595

PLATTS HOME-COOKED HAM

WORTH FINDING
. at 49 Donkin Hill, Caversham
ORDERS TAKEN AND DELIVERED |

Our Phone 472175

active in youth work generally — how many middle-
aged men can remember her reading Jungle
Stories to a somewhat unruly Cub pack?

Mrs Sawyer’s activities are by no means paroc-
hial for whilst she made time to deliver the “Caver-
sham Bridge” in Rotherfield Way until quite
recently her great passion is the “Save the Chil-
dren Fund”. It is to this organisation that credit
must go for recognising her true worth in that the
Reading branch recently appointed her a Life
Vice-President.

Her interest in this work started in an innocuous
way some 30 years ago when the Reading and
District Free Church Women’s Council was invited

+to nominate a representative to the local com-

mittee and Mrs Sawyer was “hooked”. She ‘con-
tinues to support this work within the confines of
her home where she is managing director of a
cottage industry, the profits from which she
donates to the Fund.

Her kitchen doubles as a bakery and a mar-
malade factory — her rolls are light and airy and
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— Walton Adams

her marmalade delicious — in fact, one of her
customers orders his marmalade in half-
hundredweight lots,

_ 20th CENTURY DORCAS

Having led such a busy life it is no small wonder
that a certain linen tea cloth has taken so long to
reach the stage at which it can be used for its
intended purpose. The saga of the cloth dates from
1920 when linen and cotton for the crochet edging
were bought, the inset corners and one side com-
pleted, but alas this 20th century Dorcas had other
demands on her time. :

Year after year the initial effort was reviewed
but little or nothing done until quite recently when
interest was re-awakened. Amazingly after so long
the pattern could be found, some of the original
unused balls of crochet cotton were rediscovered
and more were purchased. At the rate of 14 rows
per day the cloth was completed in six months — a
tribute not only to this good lady’s eyesight but to
her tenacity of purpose.

CAVERSHAM’S SPORTS SHOP

Backed by years of experience for all your sportswear and

equipment

Access and Barclaycard welcome

STAN ELDON SPORTS LTD

St Martin’s Centre, Church Strget, Caversham

Telephone Reading 473588

Watch our windows for special offers

Also at Meadway Precinct, Tilehurst

Expert repair and restringing of tennis, squash and
badminton rackets

THE ST PETER’S
CENTENARY COMMIT-
TEE is finding that
interest is growing
rapidly for next year’s
four-day festival which
starts on St Peter’s Day,
Thursday, June 29.

Miss Kift has received
offers of help from so
many directions that it
has been decided to
mount the greater part of
the exhibition of the his-
tory of Caversham in
Church House, putting
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CENTENARY PLANS-
THELIVING CHURCH

only a small portion of
the exhibition together
with the Flower Festival
in the parish church
itself.

Two concerts are plan-
ned for the evenings of
Friday, June 30, and
Saturday, July 1, and
Bishop John Hughes,
lately Bishop of Croydon,
who conducted a memor-
able retreat for members
of' the parish last year,
will be the preacher at
the special closing ser-

i

MWrrIetbl ids

vice on Sunday evening,
July 2. x
The central committee
has chosen as a title for
the Festival, the Living
Church, looking back to
the Victorians of 1978
and forward into the
future through the many
groups actively involy-
ing the church in the life
of the community in 1878
and beyond. Sub-
committees have been

.established and are prog-

ressing with their work,
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THE LYNCH-WATSONS

ARE AT
CAVERSHAM PARK

GRAHAM AND JANE LYN-
CH-WATSON WITH THEIR
CHILDREN Frances (14),
and Sam (11), move into
Caversham Park Church
House this month.

Graham, who comes
from Richmond, further
down the river, read
Theology at King’s Col-
lege, London, from 1952-
56, after two years’
National Service and two
years gaining some
experience of industry and
commerce.

1
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He was ordained in 1956
and his first curacy was at
All Saints’, New Eltham.
After four years he crossed
the river into the London
Diocese where he was

curate at St Mary the Bol-
tons, Kensington. It was
there that he met Jane,
who, after reading English
at St Andrew’s University,
Fife, was teaching in a
Roman Catholic school in
Notting Hill Gate.

They moved from their
first home, a flat in Ken-
sington, in 1963 to a parish
off the Old Kent Road,
where Graham was Vicar
of St Bartholomew's,
North Camberwell. They
remained south of the
river when Graham
became Vicar of St Bar-
nabas’, Purley, Surrey, in
1967, where he has been
since then.

Jane has done various
part-time jobs since mar-
riage including GCE exam
marking, coaching, work-
ing in Debenhams and,

writing five books. She is
hoping to find work in
Reading.

(==

Graham and Jane share
an interest in the theatre
and enjoy walking (just
as well as they haven't a
car!) Graham is also a
Fulham FC supporter,
which causes some fric-
tion in the family as Sam
follows West Ham. How-
ever, they both agree that
now they will join forces
and start cheering for
Reading.

Graham writes: ‘“How
much we look forward to
coming back across the
river to join the team
ministry in Caversham.
We would be grateful for
your prayers as this new
chapter opens for us.”

Clifton
Styles
&Co

9 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
BERKSHIRE. RG4 8JB

Tel. Reading 470828

ESTATE AGENTS — AUCTIONEERS —
VALUERS

Local agent for the Portman Building Society
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THE STATUS RACE

ANY DAY NOW THEY START DROPPING
THROUGH OUR LETTERBOXES AND STARING
AT US OUT OF THE PAGES OF “RADIO TIMES”.

They are the holiday
brochures and adverts
trying to lure us to far-
away, exotic places.
They promise us unbro-
ken hours of sunshine
by day, excitement.and
fun by night, safe bath-
ing for the children,
beautiful girls in the
briefest of bikinis to
feast the eye.

COMING TO BOGNOR?

“Where shall we go to
this year, dear? Tor-
remolinos, or how about
Jamaica for a change?
..Youdon’treally want
to go to Bognor, do
you?”

I once heard of a girl
who went abroad for her
holiday for what was a
rather odd reason. Sec-
retly she dreaded the
idea; she was afraid she
would dislike the food,
she couldn’t speak the

“language, in fact she
would have preferred to
go to a holiday camp in
England. So why go
abroad? — she thought
it would sound better
when the people at the
office asked her where
she had been. She could
tell them she’d been on
the Continent.

Perhaps you think she
was a bit silly. But in
one way or another we
all do it — we don’t like
to be left behind in the
status-race. We want to
keep abreast of the Jon-
eses — or better still,
overtake them. It
becomes something of
an obsession. We want
to stand out from the
crowd.

Not that we seem to
change much. When
Jesus was around He
noticed how people
were always trying to
get the best seats where
everyone would notice
them. So He told them a
story. When you are
asked to awedding don’t
sit down atthe top table.
Someone more impor-
tant may be coming
along later, and you’ll
look silly when you have
to give up your place.
You can just imagine
them — rather pompous,
tubby men, jostling each
other, politely of course,
to get to the best seats,
so that they can later
tell their wives who they
were sitting next to at
dinner.

So why do we try to
assert ourselves in the
status-race? Perhaps we

want to be a ‘“‘some-
body”, not just any Tom,
Dick or Harry. We don't
want to be faceless, a
statistic in a computer
We want to have made
our mark in life.

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP

We are, says Jesus,
Children of God;
Brothers and Sisters
together in the Family
of Man. In a family we
can accept each other as
we are. There may be
friendly rivalry at times,
but we don’t spend all
our time thinking how
we can do each other
down.

Perhaps it's a little
idealistic to dream of a
world where we don’t
just think of people as
contestants in a status-
race (and its near neigh-
bour, the rat-race)
where the crown for the
winner is a coronary,
but as Brothers and Sis-
ters of a Family. Why
spend all our effort to
keep up with the Jon-
eses — only to find when
we get there that the
Joneses have already
moved on?

An idealistic dream?
—  buf worth asiry,
wouldn’t you think.

sssssswssssssss {OUND THE CLUBS oo

Emmer Green Townswomen’s Guild

Members listened to
Mrs Patrick speaking on
“ Nutrition and Slim-
ming ”’ and hopefully
took her advice to heart
to get trim for their sum-
mer holidays. The vote
of thanks was given by
Mrs Johnson.

The Arts and Crafts
group invited a member
of the guild, Mrs Gil-
lings, to talk to them on
Patchwork, while Social
Studies group visited
the Museum of Rural
Life at Reading Univer-
sity.

During the summer
break when the guild
does not normally meet,
a Garden Party was
arranged; a member
kindly lent her garden
and the weather proved
just as kind in this
changeable summer.
There were sideshows
and stalls and later
dancing, and £25 was
raised to send to the
Reading Jubilee Fund.

In September Mr D.
Gardiner, a crime pre-
vention officer attached
to the Reading division
of the Thames Valley
Police, talked on the
“Prevention of Crime”,
concentrating on home
safety. Members found
his talk and film of great
interest and took to
heart his advice that we
need to be our own
crime prevention offic-
ers. The vote of thanks
was given by Mrs Klein.

After their summer
break the activity
groups resumed a full
programme: the Arts

and Crafts group have
visited Burchetts Green
for a cookery demonst-
ration “Cook for Tomor-
row”. The drama group
are busy rehearsing a
play to produce for the
Reading Ladies’ Club
later this year, while the
Social Studies group lis-
tened to Mr Barnsley
from Reading Fire
Brigade who talked on
fire prevention and the
work of the fire brigade
in general.

Once again the
weather has been
against the Ramblers
and many of their plan-
ned walks have been
rained off.

Caversham Park

Women'’s Institute
Floral decoration was
the theme of the Sep-
tember meeting, Mrs
Thelma Castle, one of
our own members, gave
a most colourful talk
and demonstration on
Artificial Flower mak-
ing and arrangement
using natural woodland
foliage, grasses, feath-
ers, ribbon and silk.
Members were
delighted in coming
third with their entry m
the Reading Show,
the Class — Stagi ng a
song title, A Windmill in
0ld Amsterdam was the
choice. The President,
Mrs Olive Harris, con-
gratulated and thanked
Mrs Elsie Morris, Mrs
Linda Rixon, Mrs Hilda
Adair and Mrs Els
Knight for the work and

effort they put into this
achievement.

The competition for a
home-made artificial
flower was won by Mrs
Betty Atherton with Mrs
Phylis Colley second
and Mrs Linda Rixon
third.

At the meeting on
November 17 Mrs Alla-
way will give a talk with
slides on Spinning and
Weaving. The competi-
tion -will be a pair of
hand-knitted bedsocks.

Caversham
Community

Association

On August 22 the
Summer Fair was held
at the Adult Centre. It
was decided to hold this
indoors as the weather
was rather dull, but both
visitors and stallholders
enjoyed the evening and
voted it a success.

The members divided
into teams on Sep-
tember 5 to take part in
a ‘‘quiz” evening. The
subjects ranged from
questions on historical
dates to cookery ter-
minology

The following Monday
evening a coach trip was
made to London. A
courier was waiting at
Kensington to board the
coach and gave a very
interesting commentary
on the places seen on
the tour. The driver was
able to use roads too
busy to linger on in the
daytime and informed
the members that 38
miles had been covered
on the drive around the
capital.
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BAPTIST CHURCH NEWS

September was a month full of activity at the Baptist
Church. The annual Church Outing was held on Sep-
tember 10, and two coaches of friends visited Dodding-
ton House. Whilst the weather was rather cold there was
much to see in the House and Carriage Museum, and
many of the younger folk enjoyed the children’s adven-
ture area.

All agreed that it had been a very happy day. On the
following Saturday the Sunday School held a Sports
and Field Day at Emmer Green, and refreshments were
served at the Youth and Community Centre.

Sunday, September 18, saw the baptism in church of
Sally Ann Ousley. It was fitting that the service was
conducted by the Rev Laurence Stevens, for Sally Ann
had grown up in the Church family during his ministry
at Caversham. The large congregation rejoiced with
Sally Ann and her family as she made her witness.

Harvest Supper took place on September 24 and
involved a return to Emmer Green, for it took the form of
a Barn Dance, and was held at the Youth and Commun-
ity Centre. Over 100 enjoyed dancing, or watching, and
men from the Diaconate surprised the assembled com-
pany by producing a three-course meal for everyone,
with the help of a Baby

Belling and a hotplate.

On the Sunday the Har-
vest Services were con-
ducted by Rev D. Trussell
and Rev W. O. Jones. The
morning service included
items from the Beginners
and Primary, and from the
Senior Department, and
the evening service
included music from the
Youth group.

Amongst those return-
ing to full-time study this
autumn was Richard
Shield to Durham Univer-
sity. Martin Beek has
started at the Exeter Col-
lege of Art, and Steve Wat-
son at Emmanuel College,
Cambridge.

Whilst there is no news
of any settlement of the
Pastorate the members
have been glad to wel-
come Rev Arthur Gray as
Moderator. Mr Gray, who
was Minister of the Baptist
Church at Cowes, I.O.W.,
retired earlier this year and
has settled in Reading.
Until a new minister is
installed he will be exercis-
ing pastoral oversight and
conducting services on
two Sundays each month.

HARVEST FESTIAL
1977 — There are a
number of very impor-
tant dates in the calen-
dar to punctuate the
year and to measure its
progress. There are, for
example, the New Year,
Easter, Lent.and Christ-
mas, but for many the
most pleasant of these
“milestones’” is autumn
with Harvest Supper
and Harvest Festival.
Generally, this time of
the year is so pleasant,
the summer heat over
and cool, dry, sunny

days promising winter,

to come.

Outdoor jobs are
completed, log piles

HEATING

Contracts by

or write to.

(NO STAMP)

Planned Maintenance

GOODMAN

Telephone 55811 (20 lines)

H. C. GOODMAN LIMITED
Freepost, Reading, RG1 1BR

Radio-controlled Service Means a Better Service
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INDUSTRIAL DOMESTIC HEATING ENGINEERS LTD

APPROVED M.P.B.W.

CHESTER STREET,
CAVERSHAM

Telephone
Reagding 473005

full, gardens tidy. Frost
in the mornings hint of
the winter with time
necessarily spent
indoors on mainte-
nance tasks or reading,
wind, rain or snow, cos-
ily outside. This is a sea-
son between seasons,
with time to thank God
for his continuing love
in providing fruits and
food for His earth and
people.

Caversham Heights
Methodist Church
enjoyed their Harvest
Supper on Friday, Sep-
tember 23. Around 150
members and friends
assembled in the

Church Hall to enjoy an

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER, 1977

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH

evening meal and fel-
lowship, celebrating the
completion of another
year's harvest. Enter-
tainment after the meal
was ‘‘home-grown’’,
with sketches, songs
and choral pieces, pro-
vided by those present
in turn but with some
lightning changes. The
game was to ‘“‘spot the
member”’.

' Saturday was spent
decorating the church
with flowers and veget-
ables. Both services on
Harvest Festival were
led by the Rev. Ralph
Rogerson.

JUNIOR CHURCH
TEACHERS — At the

B Pictures of the Harvest Supper at Caversham Heights

Methodist Church.

Rededication Service
for the Junior Church
Teachers and Youth
Workers held recently
at Caversham Heights
Church, Reading, eigh-
teen new teachers were
commission by the
Reverend Ralph Roger-
son. They have received
counselling, training
and practical experi-
ence in. the Junior
Church.

A refresher course is
taking place currently,
led by Mrs P. Court, the
Superintendent, who
has recently been
appointed a tutor/as-
sessor for the Reading
Circuit.

o

— John Williamson

— John Williamson
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT

RESCUE ACTION

To have raised £600
in three years is not a
bad effort for these
days, but that is what
the Caversham Court
Gazebo Trust has done.
Of course, there are
other needier causes
and more spectacular
buildings, but the
Gazebo has come to
symbolise a determina-
tion to call a halt to any
further destruction of
historic buildings.

The sum now raised
is enough to qualify for
a loan from one of the
funds that exist to help
with the preservation
of ancient buildings so
that the necessary
work could be started.
It was at this point that
the problems started.

The Architectural
Heritage Fund is unable
to make grants for
buildings in the owner-
ship of a local authority,
which the Gazebo, of
course, is. The Trustees
considered the possibil-
ity of asking the
Borough Council to
transfer ownership to
them (something the
council would probably
not oppose in view of
its years of neglect) but
decided this would not
be feasible as it would
mean ensuring their

- successors when age
and death took their
toll of the present
members of the Trust.

This left the Civic
Trust Conservation
Grant Fund as an alter-
native source of help.
Here an even more frus-
trating blank was
drawn as this fund can
only be used for build-
ings in a conservation
area. For years now the
Civic Society, later

by WATCHDOG

joined by Caversham
Residents’ Association,
has been urging the
Borough Council to
declare the area around
the parish church a con-
servation area.
Townswomen’s guilds
and women'’s institutes
have also added their
voice. The Borough
Council has just mum-
bled excuses, lack of
staff and money being
‘the favourite in recent
years.

It is difficult to see
that it would be an
expensive operation,
but cheese paring
always has been a
favourite way of
economising. As for
lack of staff, the Civic
Society has done prac-
tically all the spade
work in mapping out
and describing the area.
Still no action has been
taken, and now we find
the hard work put in by
many people is likely to
come to nought
because of the tardi-
ness of the local
council.

TARGET 1978

Everyone who is con-
cerned about this mat-
ter and does not want
to see the Gazebo fall
down (and if something
is not done soon, it will)
is asked to urge the
council to carry out the
often expressed wish of
the local community to
declare this part of
Caversham a Conserva-
tion Area.

St Peter’s Church is
celebrating the cente-
nary of its Victorian
restoration next year
with an imaginative

programme of events.
This would seem a suit-
able opportunity for the
Borough Council to
-make amends for past
neglect and express its
appreciation of local
care by giving Caver-
sham a birthday pre-
sent in the form of dec-
laring the area around
the parish church a
Conservation Area.
Apart from this being
about the only way of
saving the Gazebo, the
area deserves this rec-
ognition, containing as
it does many other
worthwhile buildings
such as the flint walls of
Caversham Court, the
crinkle-crankle wall, the
ancient yew hedge (not
a building, of course,
and already under a
preservation order) sev-
eral old houses and cot-
tages such as Bank-
sfoot and Buckside Cot-
tage and the Rectory,
unpretentious and
somewhat stolid, but
with an air of “belong-
ing’”. And the area’s
title of course, would
be the St Peter’s Con-
servation Area.

PAINLESS GIVING

Here’s a way of
cheering up a gloomy
November evening and
contributing to the
Gazebo Trust Fund.

November 5 — St
Andrew’s Hall, 7pm,
HARDY’S WESSEX, an
evening of music, read-
ings and slides, com-
piled by Ted and Betty
Lewis and Nigel and
Joan Townsend, fol-
lowed by appropriate
light refreshments. Tic-
kets 75p, from 14 Albert
Road (472300) or 13
Buxton Avenue
(473819).

~——TEN YEARS AG (==—

From the Caversham Bridge of November, 1967.

Restoration of the Gazebo?

Readers of the Bridge
may remember the
article in the June
number about the
Gazebo in Caversham
Court. Mr F. Heaton has
done some investigating
and found it difficult to
determine the original
construction of this
charming 17th century
gazebo because of all
the trees and under-
growth around it, and

Peter Shock

MOTOR COACHES
131 Hemdean Road
Caversham, Reading
Tel. Reading 473793

Follow the
trend to

THE YARD
PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Open ooch weekday excopt Wed-
nesday for Used Furniture, Vie-
toriana, Pictures, China, Bygones
and Antiques. WE BUY — WE
SELL

Saturday is Open Market Day.

G.J. BOXALL
Painter and Decorator

344 HEMDEAN ROAD
CAVERSHAM

¢ Tel. Reading 472181
& -..'.........._..."

[

because of the barely
concealed sewer
covered with rubbish,
built close to the west
side of the building.

In scrambling around,
it is possible to see an
old brick and flint wall
of some depth built
down to the water’s
edge. The interiorisina
very bad state. Mr
Heaton thinks the upper
floor must have been
used as a canteen by the
men engaged in build-
ing the sewer 40 years
ago, and the room hasn’t
been touched since. The
attractive observation
hole, a normal feature of
a gazebo, is scarcely vis-
ible and is blocked up
with rubbish.

If it was restored by
the Corporation this
building, the only one of
its kind overlooking the
Thames, would be
added beauty to Caver-
sham Court Gardens,
and would allow visitors
fine views up and down
the river. Is there any
reason why it should not
be restored? (After ten
years the campaign to
restore the gazebo is
still in progress and we
report latest develop-

' ments on this page).

BAPTIST NEWS

The young people’s
new Coffee Bar Lounge
in the gallery of the
West Memorial Institute
was officially opened by
Mrs D. W. Collier
recently. At the opening
ceremony which was
attended by a goodly
number of young people
and older friends Mrs
Collier paid tribute to
those who had worked
so hard in preparing the
new room, and urged
the young %eogle to go
out into “the highways
and byways of Caver-
sham’” and bring in new
friends so that they may
experience something
of the joy of Christian
living.

Mrs Collier, after cut-
ting the blue ribbon and
declaring the room
open, was presented
with a bouquet by Miss
Lynsay Rhymes.

ST ANDREW’S NEWS

The New Lady Chapel
Kneeler is now in use. It
was dedicated at the
Family Eucharist on
Sunday, September 17.
The kneeler contains
nearly 25,000 stitches
and involved work over
a period of two and a
half years.
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B Mr David Sayers and
Miss Margaret Roderick
who were married at St Bar-
nabas’ Church on Sep-
tember 17.

— Walton Adams
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HOLLOWAY’S

HENLEY ROAD — CAVERSHAM —
READING

Telephone Reading 472766/7

LB 8 & & & & & &

AGENTS FOR MORRIS, MG, WOLSELEY
LEYCARE SERVICING UNIPART CENTRE
SELF-DRIVE HIRE CARS
AA and RAC APPOINTED
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9000000000000000000000

‘SUPREMA'’

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK
at 32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
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ST PETER’S NEWS | %

With the theme at this
year's Harvest Festival
being “Fishers of Men”
the huge congregation
arrived on Sunday, Sep-
tember 11, to find a boat
and fishing nets fea-
tures of the decorations
together with mobiles in
the form of fish hanging
in each arch of the nave.

The collection for the
Church Times “Train a
Priest” fund amounted
to £96. There was also a
tremendously generous
response for the appeal

for groceries which are
given to pensioners and
others in need at diffe-
rent times throughout
the whole year.
Because of the large
numbers who were
wanting to attend the

Harvest Supper it was™

held this year in St
Andrew’s rather than
Balmore Hall. The

Social and Catering
Committee are to be
congratulated on
arranging a most suc-
cessful evening. Much

—
Parkers

auctioneers & estate agents

=

associated offices at

Reading, Caversham, Tilehurst, Woodley,
Wokingham, Crowthorne, Fleet, Cheltenham,
Hucclecote and Stroud

LOCALISED EXPERT ATTENTION
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 478478

R. R. Clark & Partners

PROSPECT HOUSE, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 479349

LOCAL OFFICES
READING — Telephone Reading 55455
TILEHURST — Telephone Reading 22112

WOODLEY — Telephone Reading 633999

Craftsmen Butchers since 1824

H.R. STEVENS & SON

177 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING
Telephone 52595
TOP QUALITY ENGLISH MEATS AND POULTRY
BACON AND COOKED MEATS

J. STRONG & SONS

Builders and Contractors
We shall be pleased to build Guildway
Bungalows on your own land
Guildway Approved Builders
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 0AQ
Telephone Reading 473177 and 472881

thought had gone into
the decorating of the
hall, and many of those
who attended came in
farming costumes.

After an excellent
meal with waiter and
waitress service from a
large number of the
younger members of the
congregation games,
country dancing and
community singing fol-
lowed. The advice to
those who missed this
year’s supper is “Book
early for 1978”.

B St Peter’s Harvest Supper

— John Williamson

— John Williamson

M Above. Part of
the Harvest Festival
decorations in St
Peter’s Church

M St Peter’s Harvest Supper

'
i
\

\

— John Williamson

ROUND THE
ANGLICAN PARISH

ANNE GRIMWADE has made a splendid
recovery from her recent operation. She is
most grateful for the prayers, letters and
flowers that came from so many friends
throughout the parish. She is at present
away convalescing and expects to be out of
Caversham for some weeks yet.

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM ,
Tel. Reading 475656 and 479450

«
%

Scholes
Confectioners

(Late of 18 Duke Street, Reading)

For Quality Catering

Weddings, Luncheons, Dinners, Cocktail
Parties, Buffet Dances

Also Christmas Fare

Christmas Cakes, Torten, Mince Pies, etc.
Ring Reading 470590 for details

)
S ' 3
Don't Forget *

VAN-J »
for value

LADIES AND CHILDRENS WEAR
PLU

LUS
GIFTS — JEWELLERY — PURSES, ETC.
MAXI DRESSES — EVENING TOPS — SKIRTS —
JUMPERS
SKI JACKETS — SLACKS — UNDERWEAR

W. T. NICHOLLS
59 GROVE ROAD, EMMER GREEN

(Opposite Primary School)
Reading 472758

GREENGROCERY and CONFECTIONERY

HABERDASHERY
DRY-CLEANING

TAILORING ALTERATIONS
47 DONKIN HILL, CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone 473224

HENLEY TYPEWRITER CO LTD

D. PICKERSGILIL
Typewriters—Adding Machines—Cash Registers
Repairs—Office Supplies and Stationery
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 473077
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ART IN ST JOHN'S

% CURTAINS PELMETS

FITTED CARPETS . LOOSE COVERS

f Ltd,
Photos igggllgfecicohngi Stigt’e'st F!gn

9 Method, also Protasil Protected
b 5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
y ; Telephone 472306

Sumner
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B The Nomads camp site at Cookham.

T sy | O 1 JOHN'S

THE CAVERSHAM NEWS

GALLERY The Nomads (St John’s

1 CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING Youth Group) enjoyed the
For Originals, Prints and all your Art Supplies best Of Weather and the best

oYY

Stockist for Winser and Newton, Rowney and Dacer

Board Products of spirit at their weekend
All your Artistic Requirements and Complete camp in September' The Site
Framing Service

at Cookham was peaceful and\ By saving

Telephone Reading 479822 and 477680 3 5
beautiful. Whether cooking, with the Portman

: S
©00000000000000000 o0

seee bathing, or just dozing, they Building Society you
had a really good time afe?*@'”gsome‘h'”‘gf :
h The Struck u a posmve a Ol‘JT your tuture.
4 to.get eI:' LEY p Your money is safe and
1 friendship with nearby Ven- growing all the time. It’'s easily
J. CANNON & SONS ture Scouts. Round the camp avallﬁle Whedn you want llt.
: - . 3 . . ore ana more people are
c M fire onehevr(lenlng five of t.he choosing the Portman as their
oal apd Coke Merchants group who had been to Taize Building Society, so why don't
. " (described in last month’s you get to know the Portman.
sham Bridge) r n Ask about our various savings
353 GOSBROOK ROAD CaV_er : dg ) recounted schemes — one of them is bound
CAVERSHAM, READING their experiences. The Scouts | {;'ye right for you.

p were so enthused that the
Telephone Reading 472018 et Tl Eaihe o gg

- Portman
+ ‘ Arts and Crafts Exhibition:

{ The exhibition of local talent <183 o
VANDERPUMP & WELLBELOVE Phat eas BET 107 St John's Blllldlng Socnety

e Church on September 17 o
AUCTIONEERS, LAND AND ESTATE AGENT}S ralsed £40 for peacemaklng AL 25 KING STRE;T .READ|NG
: SURVEYORS AND VALUERS Northern Ireland. Pottery, Telephone Reading 52804/56260
o sculpture, needlework and a Branch Manager: Mr A J SILK
OSPECT STREET, CAVERSH i 1 i
40PR wedding dress featured 41 BELL STREET, HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone 476434 ' | among the exhibits while the Telephone: Henley-on-Thames 6826/7
S model railway of Reg Haines Branch Manager: Mr J. K. Cornwell
AIGDIRNCHSS captured the imagination of Regional Manager: Mr B. B. Hazell

SIS Of the younger VlSItorS. I Authorised forinveslr;lenlbyTvuslees Member of the Building Societies Association
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FARMER, MILLER,
INNKEEPER

It was on Tuesday,
December 17, 1894,
when the first Parish
Council Meeting took
place in the schoolroom
of Mapledurham’s
National School. Six
councillors had been
elected at a previous
meeting on December 4.

They were the squire,
Mr John Darell Blount,
who was Chairman; the
Rev Francis St John
Thackeray, vicar;

. Thomas Gimblett,
farmer; Henry Stone,

miller; James Trinder,
innkeeper; and a
Lieutenant-Colonel
Stovell. It is worth
remembering that at
that time Mapledurham
was a completely rural
parish.

There was no housing
along the Woodcote
Road, and the Woodcote
Way area was a large
field often grazed by
sheep and known as
Great Gallowsfield or
Galley field. Chazey
Road was an ancient
cart track with ruts
made by the cart wheels
running either side of a
grass patch down the
centre.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER, 1977

83 YEARS—

And now a change

LAST April the first part of the Civil Parish of Map-

- ledurham came under the Reading Borough Council and
the boundary between Mapledurham and Caversham was
moved out as far north as Shepherds Lane, stretching down
to the Thames to include Chazey Court Farm and merging -
the Woodcote Way area into the Kidmore Road part of

Reading.

Before the year of

this historical change ends it seems a

good idea to look back at-the very beginning of Map-
ledurham as a Civil Parish with its very first own Parish

Council.

Gradually as the years
went by and carts stop-
ped using it, the grass in
the centre grew taller
and -by the late 1920s
sweet briar and ordi-

IT'S NO DEARER,

For all your groceries, also fresh fruit and vegetables
at competitive prices

Orders delivered

SCOTTS VG FOOD STORE

117 KING’S ROAD, CAVERSHAM
(Corner of Coldicutt Street)

TELEPHONE READING 479919

IT'S RIGHT
upP Your

STREET

JUST NEARER

YOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 45 YEARS

Martin & Pole

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS & ESTATE
AGENTS

4 Bridge Street, Caversham
Tel. Reading 472877 and 477561

Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring
and Thatcham

Associated Offices: Wokingham and High Wycombe

P eee® e

P000000000000000@

Sales and Service
Agents for
FLYMO
MOUNTFIELD
HAYTER
ATCO, etc
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GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
READING 473308

Always large stock
of
NEW AND
RECONDITIONED
MACHINES
FREE ESTIMATES
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of seven years. Also Day

CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT
TRAINING SOCIETY

20 PEPPARD ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING

Long or short stay residential nursery facilities offered
for the care of babies and young children up to the age

School in pleasant surroundings with qualified staff
Further details from

20 PEPPARD ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Or telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

Care Centre and Nursery

= HE

nary dog roses flowered
there also. It was indeed
a pleasant place in
which to walk.

Until after the First
World War the council
seemed to have little
business to discuss and
on several occasions
there were not enough
councillors present to
make a quorum, so
meetings were
adjourned. The venue
was either the vicarage,
Mill House, or the
National School."

In spite of the coun-
cil’'s uneventful prog-
ress for the first 30 years
or so the Minute Books
until 1948 make interest-
ing reading and shed a
light on life in an
agricultural district in
the last few years before
the machine took over.
One can also trace the
change which gradually
emerged as part of the
parish became a built-
up area and the popula-
tion increased, bringing
town dwellers into the
surrounding coun-
tryside.

Farmer Gimblett res-
igned as a councillor in
1917, having held this
office since 1894. Also in
that year a letter written
in reply to the council’s
letter of condolence on
the death of Queen Vic-
toria was hung “in a con-
spicuous place in the
school”. That it took 15
years to get there is a
little odd!

In April, 1919, “the
defective state of the
pump at Chazey Heath
was raised and the pos-
sibilities of reopening
old wells was discus-

sed”, though this was

eventually deferred.
‘“Miss Thackeray
brought to the notice of
the council the state of
the well in Mr Cattall’s
garden opposite the
school, which, through
the kindness of Mr
Blount, the schoolchil-
dren had been permit-
ted to use.

Mr Blount thought
that the first thing to do
was to find out if the
water was quite fit for
drinking purposes and,
if pure, ask Mr Cox (the
local builder) to give an
estimate to clean the
well”. The water was
duly tested and found to
be not completely satis-
factory, having particles

. of rust in it from the iron

chain attached. A pig sty
was only six feet away
and this could not have
improved matters! What
the end of the story was
is not recorded, but a
stack pipe is now in the
cottage garden, so that
may well have been the
outcome.

CONCERN FOR
RATEPAYERS

A steam roller caused-

a spot of bother in the
summer of 1923. Appa-
rently it was lying idle
for over a week on the
main road to Goring
‘“causing unnecessary
expense which ulti-
mately had to be borne
by the ratepayers, which
could be considered a
hardship”. ;

By 1924 the council
were considering the
possibility of a recrea-
tion ground for the par-
ish and “eventually, Mr
Chown (tenant of Blag-
rave Farm) stated he
would be willing to let a
field near The Elms,
Farthingsworth Green
(the Kidmore Road end
of Shepherds Lane) for
cricket and football,
etc., on condition the
gates were always
closed after use”.

1928 saw the council
arranging for a supply
of handbills to be
printed and circulated
throughout the parish
informing householders
of the telephone
number of the Pang-
bourne Fire Brigade.
They were also studying
a report from the Dis-
trict Council on a prop-
osition to widen the
road at the main road
corner leading to the
school by taking away
the triangular grass
plot. This patch of grass
1s still there today.

DUSTBINS AT THREE
AND TEN PENCE

Houses were already
beginning to be built
along each side of the
Woodcote Road outside
the Caversham bound-
ary, and a letter
received by the council
in 1926 from one of the
new Mapledurham resi-
dents asked if ‘‘they
could undertake some
méthod of collecting
and disposing of house-
hold refuse as people

were compelled to bury
this”.

The matter dragged
on, for it was not until
1931 that a letter was

received from Goring

District Council stating
that “owing to some lit-
tle delay in obtaining
the necessary alteration
to the Bye-laws the col-
lection of house refuse
over the whole district
would not be able to be
commenced as early as
April 1st next”. By June
25 a weekly refuse col-
lection had begun, the
District Council supply-
ing dustbins at a cost of
three shillings and ten
pence each.

A letter from the
Reading Postmaster was
received early in 1934
stating that work at
Mapledurham Post

Offfce on a Sunday and
on Public Holidays in
connection with tele-
grams was Nnow so mini-
mal that if the council
agreed, after discussion
on the matter, the Post
Office would remain
shut on these days after
August 26. ;

Long before the First
World War they had had
other correspondence
with Reading Post
Office informing them
that Mapledurham Post
Office would be open
daily from 8am to 8pm
and not 7am till 8pm as
had been the custom.

Then came World War
II and council meetings
were held at the Air
Raid Precaution Post in
Upper Woodcote, Road.
With the ending of hos-
tilities the venue
became the Forestry
Hut belonging to the
English Forestry
Association and
remained so until 1947
when on July 28 the
meeting place became
the “New Memorial
Hall”, the original Army
hut belonging to the
Searchlight Unit
stationed in what is now
the Playing Fields.

It is interesting to
note that on March 31,
1977, when the parish
was decimated the Par-
ish council had amongst
its current members a
farmer, a priest, a
lieutenant-colonel and
the local squire.

It should also be
recorded that in the 83
years it has been in
existence the Parish
Council has had 24
chairmen, 9 clerks and
83 councillors, of whom
13 were women. All have
given hours of their time
to local affairs and for
such service to the com-
munity they should be
thankfully remembered.

—MK.

KNITTING WOOLS, TAPESTRIES
EMBROIDERY LINENS, APPLETONS
WOOLS, D.M.E. SILKS

Vera Fletcher

5 Prospect Street, Caversham
Phone Reading 472414

TIGHTS, STOCKINGS, UNDERWEAR
SPIRELLA CONSULTANT

BARGAIN BOOK CENTRE

BRISTOL AND WEST ARCADE
READING
(Side entrance to Marks & Spencer)
Telephone 594263

WE SELL New Books (Publishers’ Overstocks)
Secondhand Books and Paperbacks
WE PURCHASE Secondhand Books, Complete
Libraries and Paperbacks in large quantities

Chiltern Insurance Brokers

Associated Insurance Brokers

Consult us for all classes of

Insurance

Fire, Accident, Motor, Life,
Pensions & Mortgages

CHILTERN HOUSE, 19 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 8BT
Telephone Reading (0734) 470700
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Young Caversham

VICTOR, the giraffe at
Marwell Park Zoo, was
the topic of the animal
world a few weeks back.
Albeit, the help and
advice from thousands
of sympathisers failed to
rally him from his unfor-
tunate predicament.

If you were an ape in
the Pliocene age several
million years ago (and
that would be a good
many centuries before
modern man was
evolved), you might well

By Peter Shock

have had giraffes, as
well as rhinos, hippos
and elephants as your
neighbours in Caver-
sham.

These mammals once
roamed the 'barren
wastes of Europe, but
now they only exist in

the wild in some tropi-
cal areas of the world.
Giraffes, earth’s tallest
creatures, are gentle by
nature, and can grow up
to 19 feet, although the
normal height is around
14ft to 17ft.

They are confined to

STAN ELDON’S COLUMN

CLUB SUCCESS

At a time when
Reading Football Club is
going through yet
another disastrous

riod it is very interest-
ing to hear that lowly
Wokingham Town have
appointed their first full-
time general manager.

The man given the job
is Roy Merryweather,
well known in the Caver-
sham/Kidmore End area
both as the successful
manager of Peppard
Football Club a few sea-
sons ago, and also as a
cricketer with Kidmore
End Cricket Club.

Following his success
with Peppard he took
over as manager at
Wokingham, and
although up to now the
playing success has been
mixed, Roy has made a
major contribution in
building up the social
and fund-raising
activities of the club.

At the clubhouse in
Wokingham they hold
dances, organise whipget
racing and many other
social events, as well as
building up a reputation
as a good eating place
with people using the
club for lunchtime
meals.

Indeed, the whole
thing has been so suc-
cessful financially that
they have been able to
take the unprecedented
step for such a small club
by appointing Roy as
their first full-time paid
manager. With this
approach the club should
go from strength to

strength. Reading please
take note.

SCHOOL SOCCER

It is good to see our
local comprehensive,
Highdown School, mak-
ing its mark in Reading
school teams now. Dur-
ing its early days and
despite its size, High-
down was not providing
many representatives for
Reading teams, although
it did produce a few out-
standing individual per-
formers.

Now, any team listed to
represent Reading seems
to include a good propor-
tion of Highdown pupils.
In particular they have
been providing a very
high percentage of the
players in all the various
Reading Schools’ football
teams.

SUNDAY FOOTBALL

Looking through the
local soccer league
tables it is good to see
two local teams on top of
their resﬁ)ective divi-
sions. At the top of Divi-
sion 3 is Micklands Foot-
ball Club, and Caver-
sham Wanderers are at
the top of Division 6 with
Caversham Athletic just
behind.

OVER-SUBSCRIBED

Graham Swatridge, the
Caversham schoolmaster
who won this year’s
Reading Skillmaster
Competition, has had
another success. A few
weeks ago he called a
meeting at the Bul-
mershe Sports Centre to
form a new gymnastic
club.

He asked parents and
girls along in the ho?e of
getting enough people to
form the new club. The
result — the hall was not
big enough to hold all
those who turned up,
which was about 200
parents and as many
young gymnastic hope-
fuls.

During the following
week, trials had to be
held to sort out the
applicants and unfortu-
nately many young hope-
fuls could not join the
club at this stage. With
such support and
enthusiasm this club
must be successful.

central and southern
Africa, and in some
parts they are protected
in wildlife reserves.
Every giraffe has a diffe-
rent spot pattern, simi-
lar to our human finger-
prints, although there
are a few rare species
having no spots at all.

The young animal has
an uncomfortable birth,
as it is dropped five feet
from the mother while
she is standing up. The
new-born baby enters
the world already six
feet tall, and becomes
very independent
within the first few
months.

Despite this, only
about a quarter of the
infants survive the first
year. They fall easy vic-
tims to lions, hyenas and
other vicious predators,
but perhaps this is
Nature’s seemingly
cruel way of sharing out
the limited food supply.

Although the animal
enjoys protection in the
National Parks, tribes-

COUNTRY WEDDING

On September 17, the farming community and

men poachers are ever
ready for the Kkill. The
meat serves as a tasty
meal for their families,
while the giraffe hide
and tail becomes useful
material for souvenir
items on the Nairobi
bazaar-stalls.

Thirty years ago, when
the circus arrived in
Caversham, almost the
whole village would
turn out to watch the
parade of elephants
through Church Street
and Gosbrook Road.
With the present-day
conglomeration of tele-
phone cables, lamp
posts and traffic signs, I
don’t think we are ever
likely to see such a dis-
play of giraffes!

R ke o

I am all for a bit of
amusement at the
aﬁpropriate times. The
charter presented by
the National Union of
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School Students in Sep-
tember provided just
that — at least, I take it
that that was the tongue-
in-cheek intention.
Their charter of rights
includes such articles as
the abolition of prefects,
and an end to “petty”
school rules, such as
being forced to be polite
to teachers, calling
them “Sir” or ‘Miss”,
ete.
Well, like many of our
old traditions, prefects
have been around for a
very long time, getting
on with the job of main-
taining some sort of
order while teacher is
busy with other impor-
tant business, including
maybe — teaching. It
may also occur that the
teaching profession in
general have no desire
to be addressed “Tom,
Dick or Mary” by their
pupils. They have their
democratic rights, too.
However, although I
have never actually fal-
len head over heels in
love with union power, I
would be the last one to
dissuade young ideal-
ists from their harmless
enjoyment — a pie in the
sky is better than a brick
through a window.

Nicholas

Auctioneers, Surveyors, Valuers, Land.and Estate Agents

M

B.P.COLSTON, B.Sc, FRICS

P. J. MITCHELL, FRICS, FIAS, FRVA
W. J. DULBOROUGH, FRICS

C. M. S. CROMBIE, FSVA

G. H.KING, FSVA

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Reading 479665

Head Office at 147 FRIAR STREET, READING — 56511
Also at Woodley, Wokingham, Twyford and Newbury

ELECTRICAL
INSTALLATIONS

Also Plumbing and General House Repairs

Brian G. Pilgrim

149 UPPER WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, BERKS

Telephone Reading 472024

friends had a very enjoyable get-together when
300 guests joined in the celebration of the mar-
riage of Sue Beacroft of Lilley Farm, Map-
ledurham, and Chris Lay of Manor Farm, West
Hagbourne.

The Rev Michael Kitchener returned from York-
shire with Christine and Clare to officiate with the
Rev Tony Starbuck from East Hagbourne. The
organist, Mr Peter Mitchell, is a friend of the Lay
family, and will be Sue and Chris’s neighbour. She
was given away by her father, and brother John
was best man.

Sue has been a past member of St Margaret’s
choir and a bellringer, and has always taken an
active interest in the village life. After travelling
around the world, she met Chris at a Young
Farmers’ Club and after her marriage will continue
to participate in the farming business with her
father, Mr Bob Beacroft.

Chris works Manor Farm with his father, Mr
Charlie Lay, brother Nicky, and other relatives. The
Lay family has farmed in the Hagbourne area for
200 years.

The bride wore a medieval-style dress, trimmed
with guipure lace, and she carried a bouquet of
autumn-coloured chrysanthemums, intermingled
with wheat and oats. The five bridesmaids wore
rich green and carried corn dollies with autumn-
toned flowers.

The newly-weds left the church on the “Honey-
moon Special”, a combine harvester, for the
reception held in the suitably-decorated marquee
in the picturesque setting of Lilley Farm garden.
After a very happy afternoon with friends and
relations they left for a honeymoon in Malta.

— Hymoor Photographers

E. & R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clarke retd

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING

Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

PANEL BEATING, SPRAYING
CHASSIS REPAIRING
to the trade and the public

ACCIDENT AND INSURANCE WORK
UNDERTAKEN

] Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS
Telephone Reading 477904

<
b
NEINIIIPI0S

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ATHOME PASSPORT
NTWE
BUILDERS
AND
m umiteo DECORATORS

For all your Building Requirements
Extensions, Renovations and Maintenance
Specialists in Dry System Building
Your local builder at your service

1 CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 479822 and 477680

D. H. WATTS

228 GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Why not call and see our large stock of Grocery
Fruit and Greengrocery ?

[—YOUR LOCAL GROCERT

TELEPHONE READING 471731
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WHO, WHEN, WHERE | SUNDAY

Clergy and Ministers of SERV'CES
Poaversnam . WE RECORD | \\'NovEMBER

=7

ANGLICAN
The Rev Canon John Grimwade, The Rectory, 20 Church St Peter’s ANGLICAN
Road. Tel. 471703. Sept 18: Richard Stanbrook St Peter’s
8.00a.m. Holy Communion
The Rev Brian Gardiner, St Andrew’s House, Harrogate St John’s 9.15a.m. PARISH COMMUNION
Road. Tel. 472788. Sept 18: Charlotte Tavener 10.45a.m. Family Service (3rd Sunday)
St Andrew’s 11.00 a.m. Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
Sept 4: Heidi Belshaw 11.00 a.m. Matins (2nd and 4th Sundays)
The Rev John Sumner, St John’s House, 9 Southview 2 11.30 a.m. Holy Communion (3rd Sunday)
Avenue. Tel. 471814. St Anne’s 6.30 p.m. Evensong
Sept 4: Simon Webb
St John’s

Lindsay Dawes

Sept 11: Simon O'Sullivan 8.00a.m. Holy Communion

The Rev Martin Loveless, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel. 472070. Sept 18: Jane Turek 9.15a.m. FAMILY EUCHARIST
Mark Turek 4.00 p.m. Eveningson (1st Sunday)
The Rev Peter Sear, St Barnabas House, 33 Grove Road. Sepb; Lindsaytes Sé gon;lx;w s}{o] Communion
Tel. 473095. i 15 a.m. N
Caversham Baptist Free Church 9.15a.m. FAMILY EUCHARIST
Sept 18: Sally Ousley i 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion
The Rev David Milling, 222, Upper Woodcote Road. Tel 6.30 p.m. Evensong
471605 WEDDINGS St Barnabas’
The Rev Graham Lynch-Watson, 51 Galsworthy Drive. Tel. ~ St Peter’s il 8.00a.m. Holy Communion
475152. Sept 10: Peter Douglas and Vicki Hudson, 9.15a.m. FAMILY EUCHARIST
s Trevor Simpson and Jac_que]ine Barton 6.30 p.m. Evensong (2nd Sunday)
HODIST Sept 24: James Deasy and Ava Richardson St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
The Rev Ralph Rogerson, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel. 472223. & Andrew’s g?g s»m gxglg%m&wg ﬁr& 4th Sundays)
zept 17: ;Vlartm Hobbs and Karen Teagle 10.30a.m. Family Service (2nd Sunday)
t Barnabas
ROMAN CATHOLIC Sept 10: David Sayers and Margaret Roderick, NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
The Rev William O’Malley, The Presbytery, 2 South View Phillip Wyatt and Lesley Hope 1045a.m. Morning Service
6.30 p.m. Evening Service
Avenue. Tel. 471787. St Margaret’s
Sept 17: Christopher Lay and Susan Beacroft CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
St o5 11.00 a.m. Morning Service
The Rev Plunkett Shannon, 2 South View Avenue. Tel.  Sept 10:Timothy Lane and Eileen McDonnel, 6.30p.m. Evening Service
471787. Stephen Higgs and Catherine Browne CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)
11.00 a.m. Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
FUNERALS g‘AI:j’HLY COMMUNION (1st and 3rd
: unday)
Telephone: Kidmore End (073 525) 2232 gt Anill_eﬁ's i : 7.30 p.m. Holy Communion (2nd and 4th Sundays)
(Day), 2828 (Night) ept 16: Norah Bucque

A RTH U R B UTL E H LTD Caversham Baptist Free Church METHODIST
Sept 18: Ron Williams Caversham
g 11.00 a.m. Morning Service

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors 1 1
6.30p.m. Evening Service

Funeral Directors CAVERSHAM PARK VILLAGE HOUSE Caversham Heights
11.00 a.m. Morning Service
Peppard Common, Henley-on-Thames COMMUNIONS 6.30 p.m. Evening Service
Oxon, RG9 5EU November 2: 8 Launceston Avenue (Diana Etherington) ROMAN CATHOLIC
Funeral Director: MR. E. J. ELKINGTON November 9: 4 Kirkham Close (Pam Gordon) St/Anne’s

November 16: 10 Netley Close (Joy Abel)
November 23: 4 Holyrood Close (Barbara Robinson) 8.00a.m., 9.30 a.m., 11.00 a.m., 7.00 p.m. Mass
November 30: 1 Chestnut Avenue (Karen McDonald) Our Lady of Caversham

8.30 and 10.30 a.m. Mass
-~ Eesssse————— || St Martin’s School

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE LTD. UNITED REFORMED CHURCH o

There is no United Reformed Church in Caversham. The e D R R 058

Funeral Directors

nearest is at York Road, Reading. - [
Monumental Masons w Your PetShopin g L w YEATES
114/116 OXFORD ROAD, READING SindayWershipstiam and6etof =l - i
Telephone 52016 (Day or Night) Minister: The Rev Stephen Haine CAVERSHAM a LIMITED
) 41 Highmoor Road. Tel. 477490 - CotTiE ol
415 T e R el s u Gee Gee Pets m S
own Square, . Complete systems designed
Telephone 21949 = and Aquaria = and installed by uaified
engineers
B 29 PROSPECT STREET M
m . Reading 472422 21 Star Road
¥ / \ ! For your pe("f acr]:essovies C;veea':::‘agm
H 3 FUNERALS AND = and food ]
i A. H. WHITE CREMATIONS o Ltenisnirigayeon o | i Tel. Reading 471016
(N.AF.D.) A B v
3 % 7 S B D S G
New Offices and IO I
Private Chapel WALKER CHURCH OF ENGLAND ST 4  TIEN-TIEN
15B ET S8y e St Peter’s — Balmore Hall, 1lam (not 3rd Sunday of o HOUSE
gTR%%T AND B LD month). ; EDMUNDS | “Chinese food to take away
S z 36 Eldon Road St Andrew’s — St Andrew’s Hall, 11am (9.15 1st Sunday of REGISTERED 9 Fish and Chips
READING ReadingiBerks ) ; : RESIDENTIAL 9 27 PROSPECT STREET
(Rear 11 The Telepho ?”Fi’;ggggde““ Mr J. Tomlin, 32 Kidmore Road. REST HOME - CAVERSHAM
S Day — Reading 5367 el. § o)
Telep(l:rm e)’f!‘M Night — ';"rﬂ‘ z 53764 - St Barnabas’ — Church Hall, 9.15am. FOR:HE ?s'gffm_v i TTEie s e WeIote
one: 245« and 61953 raine: e e AT T,
Late: 63921 \ v Chapsoifes )| e senool, 11am CAVERSHAM PARK Full Central Heating 3 Tel. Reading 472565
5 3 hort ® S Aol
Superintendent: Mrs Paula Andrews, 5 Gifford Eonglgn@hornlers M AnCEE "”"’{’,‘l‘y‘."l“!',f‘l"o""‘
Close. Tel. 478430. 31 ALEXANDRA ROAD i syl miinielt
S READING, BERKS | | seturdny 1300 ur Lo
Tl ians: - Sunday 5.30pm to
w. R. BOURTON 8 SON Caversham Heights — In Church, 11am. Re:d?ﬁg%quz ; st
FUNERAL DIRECTORS %lé{)ir:;{lg;dent Mrs P. Court, 6 Woodcote Road. JCICICT
1 PRINCES STREET, READING COMBINED CHURCH OF ENGLAND AND METHODIST
f ight 63917 and 39-4283 East Caversham: Caversham Hall, 11am (aged three to
Yolfpabts Nig seven). Methodist School Room, l1lam (seven BARBARA
upwards). Superintendent: Mr P. Stephens, 24 Carl- LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
ton Road. Tel. 477030. Secretary: Miss K. Harris, 4 30 Church Street, Caversham Tel. 473564
A F Valentine Crescent. Tel. 472084. Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
TOMALIN & SON . & a Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday.
(N.AF:D.) JONES BAPTIST
Funeral MASTER MASONS West Memorial Hall — 1lam, aged three years and
Directors e s upwards. . THE FLOWER SHOP
48 New Street “raftsmen in Stone Secretaries: Mr and Mrs L. Tyler, 162 Galsworthy ST IR S TN
Henley-on-Thames BEDFORD ROAD Drive, (;avcrsham Park. Tel. 476214. wgg'Phﬂmﬂtadl;n"ﬂoz
P READING 31a D LANE, SONNING COMMON
Telephone 3370 TELEPHONE | Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, 59 Church Street, Caversham, FLJ\:’;;;’:;:)':“I’\'I‘.OL"OE(;‘::;:;NS
i |4 2 eading. Tel. Reading 471703 and printed b Thames Valley Newspapers Ltd, Tessa
ey 53537 ) | Remaradn e "W aady ok A ALSO DRIED ARRANGEMENTS




