May, 1977 Price 8p

Read in 4,000 homes

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 1977

(May 16-21)

WINDMILLS FOR THE WORLD

A GENTLE breeze and
slowly the sails begin to
turn; the turret adjusts
and re-adjusts itself, to
obtain maximum frontal
exposure; the grinding
wheels turn, or the
pumps issue forth their
first dose of water, and
once again man had har-
nessed the forces of
nature to his benefit.
How picturesque the
squat tower with its
revolving blades look
against the English
countryside, .but as
pieces of practical
machinery they lie
around out-dated by
modern scientific prog-
ress.

'But not in Ethiopia,
Pakistan, Sri Lanka,
Ghana or the Sudan to
name but a few coun-
tries. These places cry
out, on headed
notepaper, for the
opportunity to. conduct
field trials of prototype
windmills developed by
the Intermediate Tech-
nology Development
Group; work which is
being financed by
Christian Aid. Take
Ghulam Kibria for an
example. For three
years he has toyed with
the idea of using wind-
power in Pakistan to
assist the urgent irriga-
tion programme. As
Director of the Pakistan
Appropriate Technol-
ogy Department, he has
used his country’s
engineering resources
to construct a suitable
machine, but, like so
many schemes, he has
come up against dif-
ficult problems, and
seeks advice and consul-
tations with other
experts in this field.

The Engineering
department at Reading
University has several
experts in Windmill
Technology, amongst
them Peter Fraenkel,
who, sponsored by
Christian Aid, will be

Peter Fraenkel with the energy exhibition in
windpump he designed Reading on September 14,

and unveiled at a solar 1976.
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READING CHRISTIAN AID
COMMITTEE ARE ASKING
THAT SUPPORT BE GIVEN
THIS YEAR TO THIS
INCREDIBLE PIECE OF
WORK-A DEVELOPMENT
OF READING’S OWN
UNIVERSITY.
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flying out this May to
assist Ghulam Kibria.
Peter will take with him
drawing board sketches
but most important of
all a wealth of scientific
experience. Construc-
tion materials and man-
power will be made
available in Pakistan
and field trials will be
conducted to evaluate
the effectiveness of the
project.

Peter knows that there
are alternatives such as
diesel power, which are
well tried in this coun-
try, they are not only
expensive but have a
short working life com-
pared to that of a wind-
mill. In practical terms
the windmill, con-
structed from modern
materials, can be
expected to have a work-
ing life in excess of 20
years, during which
time a gentle breeze of
six mph can operate a
pump lifting 700 gallons
of water per hour a
height of 20 feet; or a
strong breeze of 26mph
will lift 18,000 gallons 20
feet per hour, demand-
ing no fuel or involved
maintenance.

Reading Christian Aid
Committee believes
that this research prog-
ramme fully justifies
local support and has
therefore promised
£10,000 of this year’s col-
lected money, to back
field trials in six over-
seas countries. We are
confident that the scien-
tists will make a drama-
tic break-through pro-
ducing windmills for as
little as £600 each and
thereby not only serving
world energy resources,
but providing power
and water in difficult
terrain. This then is our
project, please support
and encourage this work
by efforts in your neigh-
bourhood during Christ-
ian Aid week.

WHY NOT WALK FOR
CHRISTIAN AID
ON THE EXCITING
CHILTERN ROUTE?

along the footpaths and bridleways of the
Chiltern Hills and woodlands avoiding
roads.

Saturday, May 21, start
7.30am-9.30am at Henley

Full details in all Caversham Churches or
from Mrs J. F. Offord, 9 Crispin Close,
Upper Woodcote Road. Tel. 470903



| he Editor’s
Column

COMMITMENT

THE CHRISTIAN has constantly to remember that the truth is often to be found
in our being able to hold together two things which at first sight may appear to be
opposites. The most important example of this is of course to be found in the
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Within the Church there are those who
stress the corporate nature of Christianity and those who stress the relationship
of the individual to Christ. In the last century the emphasis tended to lay on the
latter aspect while more recently it is the former which has been apparent. As a
result we may have fallen into the trap of what has been called “the danger of
running away from me under cover of us.”

PERMANENT RELATIONSHIPS

Today there is a growing reluctance on the part of so many people to enter into
any form of permanent relationship. The fact that all branches of the Church are
faced with a decline in candidates for their ministry, especially young candi-
dates, is partly due to this. Anyone contemplating ordination knows that having
been ordained it is a very serious step if he subsequently renounces his orders.
Marriage however is entered upon in many cases more lightly. The tragic
collapse of so many marriages is again indicative of so many people feeling
unable to continue a relationship which they knew quite well at the time of their
marriage was intended to be lifelong.

PROMISES IN THE CHRISTIAN LIFE

It is very important that the Church, while stressing the importance of a
promise, should also stress that in essence a promise is a voluntary obligation.
No-one, for example, has to have achild baptized: No-one has to be confirmed.
These are voluntary acts: But, if a child is to be baptized, or someone who has
reached years of discretion wishes to be confirmed, then there must be a clear
understanding about the nature of the commitment which is being entered upon.
But along with that goes also commitment to the Church: The two have to be held
together for one of the Devil’s cleverest lies is to suggest that we can be a
Christian without being a member of the Church and without joining in
Christian worship. Moreover this commitment to the Church must be expressed
through membership of a particularly local congregation. This is why it is so
extremely important where baptisms and confirmations take place. Preparation
for confirmation invariably takes place within the framework of the local parish
where the candidate is already worshipping. The exception is that in the case of a
boy or girl at boarding school, who being away from home cannot receive
preparation in their home parish. But even then it is the responsibility of the
school chaplain to be absolutely certain that those confirmed at school have
already established habits of worship in their parish church during holiday
times. ;

WHERE ?

When it comes to arranging a baptism it is parents who themselves have really
no church links anywhere who too often think that the baptism should be where
they were married some years previously. This reveals a grave misunderstand-
ing about baptism. Baptism involves becoming a member of the Church. It is a
public and not a private act and though we are baptized into the whole Church of
God and not into the Church of England, Methodist, Roman Catholic or any other
church, yet that membership has to be expressed by the involvement of the
child’s parents in the life of the local congregation where the family is living. It
makes little sense for a congregation fifty or more miles away to say they
welcome the newly baptized as a fellow member when all present know they are
most unlikely ever to see that particular fellow member among them again. Of
course people move from one town to another a great deal today, but unless we
learn to be involved in the life of the church where we are living, even if only for
two or three years, we are most unlikely to get involved in the life of any church.
anywhere. Commitment to Christ begins at Baptism. It is not a commitment to be
undertaken lightly and to be real there must be commitment by the parents to the
life of the local church. That is why it is so important where the Baptism is held.
Baptism, the start of the Christian life has to be the occasion when we hold
together both aspects of Christian commitment — to the person of Christ on the
one hand, and on the other hand to the Church which is Christ’s Body expressed
through active participation in the life and worship of our local congregation.
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A'LOCAL AUTHOR

READERS of the
Caversham Bridge
will naturally be
attracted to a book
written by one of
the Editorial Board:
Personal Prayers by
Helen Thomas will
not disappoint
them. This is a col-
lection of prayers
and short medita-
tions by the author,
interspersed with
bible passages and
a few extracts by
famous writers. The
book is divided into
sections covering
varied aspects of
everyday life and
experience through
which we all pass,
from Thanksgiving
to Despair, from
Birth to Death. Thus
Helen Thomas
reminds us that
there is no situa-
tion, whether good
or bad, that cannot

** Personal

Prayers "’

by Helen Thomas
(Sheed and Ward
£1.75)

be used as an occa-
sion for praying.
Each subject is
handled sensitively
with insight and
compassion: This
book comes from
the heart in deep
faith. It would how-
ever be preferable if
the prayers which
assess human
problems so well
gave us a clearer
picture of the God
to whom they are
addressed, avoid-
ing the tendency to
tell him how to help
us: Also the book
would be easier to

YOU AND
YOUR
GARDEN

THE Caversham Bridge was able more than a
year ago to put a number of people with too
large a garden in touch with others who
wanted to grow vegetables but had insuffi-
cient garden of their own for this purpose. We
have been asked to give fresh publicity to this
scheme and will be glad to help.

If therefore, you are one of those people
who have more garden than you can manage
and would be willing for someone to take part
or all of it over so that they can grow veget-
ables, perhaps also supplying you with some
of what they grow, write and tell us. And if you
are looking for an allotment and would be
glad to take over part of someone else’s gar-
den, then write and tell us also. In this way we
hope to be of service by putting readers with
too much and too little garden in touch with

each other.

NOTICETO
CONTRIBUTORS

All material for inclusion in the June edition of the
Caversham Bridge must be received by WEDNES-

DAY, APRIL 27.

The Editor wishes to point out that a growing
number of requests are being received to publicise
societies and organisations that are Reading rather
than Caversham based, and space frequently prevents
their being included, though such announcements, if
sent to the Advertisement Manager would be accepted

at normal advertising rates.

read if the bible
passages had been
printed in a disting-
uishing type.
Nonetheless this is
a stimulating book
to use when one’s
own prayers have
become set in a rut,
or to give to a friend
who thinks that
religion has nothing
to do with real life.

A A. G.

PIANOFORTE
TUITION

By Professional
Classical Pianist

Pianist Teacher
L.R.AM. All Grades

Technique a
speciality

Tuition in own home
if required

DENNIS
MARTIN

143 Hemdean Road
Caversham

Phone Reading
4781817

OLSE.

require again Host
families for French
students of all ages

£20 a week

JULY and
AUGUST

Leisure activities
and excursions
each Saturday

arranged by the
school.

Telephone:
JEANNE
* STEVENS

Reading 476757




CAVERSHAM

Our Man in Moscow

MANY readers will by
now have seen a
familiar face on televi-
sion; I refer of course to
Kevin Ruane, the new
BBC correspondent in
Moscow. Kevin, who has
lived in Caversham for
many years, had the
good sense to marry a
Caversham girl, and his
wife, Beryl, together
with their children, Vin-
cent and Francis, are
familiar figures in the
district. They are all
members of the local
Roman Catholic Church
and the children attend
local schools. When Vin-
cent has taken his “°A”
levels shortly, they will
all be off to join Kevin in
Moscow. In a sense
people in such a posi-
tion cannot help being
seen as ambassadors of
our country, and it is dif-
ficult to think of a family
better suited to the role.
Quiet and unassuming,
they are nevertheless
friendly and helpful and
should have no diffi-
culty in fitting into their
new surroundings. It is,

of course, a splendid
opportunity for the chil-
dren, who are both
studying other lan-
guages. We wish them
well, look forward to
seeing and hearing
Kevin from time to time
on the media, and to
their eventual return to
our local community.

Are You Being
Served ?

“I'm glad we've given
up the shop; some cus-
tomers made me feel
positively evil.” What a
comment on Caversham
shoppers! Not all, of
course. Yesterday some
local traders were tel-
ling me how much they
enjoyed most of their
customers. I refer to the
local pet shop which, in
a comparatively short
time, has become one of
the friendliest meeting
places in the district.
The owners have now
extended their premises
to contain an “ Animal
Room,” ideal for young
people browsing among
birds, hamsters, etc.,

their purchasing money
clutched in hot little
hands — incidentally,
animals are never sold
to.children here without
parents’ permission, for
our young traders are
too fond of animals to
risk them being thrown
on the streets. At the
other end of the scale,
special attention is
given to old people,
prices are kept as low as
possible and any
request for small
amounts is happily met.

But what of that ear-
lier remark, made unex-
pectedly by a very

- friendly lady. Unjus-

tified you think? Well,
here’s another remark
overheard in a Caver-
sham shop: “I can get
cotton a penny cheaper
in town.” I regret to say
if I'd been serving I'd
have retrieved the cot-
ton and told the cus-
tomer sharply that if she
felt like that she could
pay the necessary bus
fare and go into town.
Naturally everyone has
to shop as cheaply as
possible, but local small

OFF TO NEWBURY

THE Rev Laurence Stevens is seen here with his wife Vivienne and their three
sons, Simon, James and Jonathan. Laurence Stevens last official Sunday as
minister of Caversham Free Baptist Church is on May 1 as he has been
appointed Head of Religious Education and Chaplain of St Bartholomew’s
Comprehensive School, Newbury. The Stevens family expect however to be
living in Caversham for a few more months and during that time he will be
available for occasional Sunday duty. An account of the farewell presentation
that is being made to him on April 30 will be given in next month’s edition.

M The Stevens Family

— Walton Adams

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MAY, 1977

WITH KATY IN

traders often give much
better service for .an
extra copper or two. I've
said it before and I’ll say
it again; one day if we
aren’t careful we shall
wake up to find we have
to go into town for all
our purchases. Go
into town by all means
for large purchases or
cheap offer forays, but
do have some considera-
tion for your local trad-
ers if you want them to
be there when you’re too
busy or too old to keep
going into town.

As a firm supporter of
corner shops, I was
pleased to see the one in
Westfield Road had
reopened. Our corner
shops give us tremend-
ous service and often
stay open till late in the
evenings. I refer par-
ticularly (since I shop in
this district) to the one
on the corner of Oxford
Street and Hemdean
Road and to the one on
the corner of Washing-
ton Road. Do give them
a try for your day-to-day
shopping.

Caversham cut in half

But a bigger threat to
our community has once
again reared its ugly
head — the proposed
new road. Many will say
“ Oh that — they’ve been
on about it for years.” I
wouldn’t be too sure
that it’ll never come to
anything. One day we
just might wake up to
find Caversham cut in
half by an enormous
road complex which
nobody wants and which
will do no more than
bring yet larger lorries
thundering through our
village. In the mean-
time, it’s a sad fact for
house-owners in the
area that every time this
proposal makes the
headlines: in local pap-
ers the value of their
houses immediately
takes a tumble. Nobody
wants to buy a house
that might be pulled
down in a few years.

Malcolm and Anne
Dalton

Living in a largely
mobile society, it’s a
welcome change to find
young peoplecarryingon
a tradition. When Mal-
colm Dalton and Anne
Dyczek recently cele-
brated nuptial mass at
the Church of Our Lady
and St Anne, they were
carrying on family tradi-

tion as both parents had
been married, in the
same church. ‘Malcolm,
who was educated at St
Anne’s and Hugh
Faringdon, followed by
training at Brooklands
Technical College,
Weybridge, and became
a qualified dental tech-
nician several years

|

ago. He will be well
known for his voluntary
work at the Emmer
Green Youth Centre.
Anne, who was educated
at St Joseph’s Convent
and went on to Birmin-
gham University to take
a B.Sc honours degree,
now works as a scien-
tific officer at the Minis-
try of Agriculture and
Fisheries. They met at a
local youth club; now
they live at Southcote,
and I am sure all who
know them will wish to
enjoy in offering our
very sincere wishes for a
long and happy married
life.

It is always good to see
one of the empty shops
in Prospect Street once
again occupied, and on
Monday, March 14, Mrs
Pat Taylor and her assis-
tants were as welcome
as the spring flowers
they were selling when
they opened their sec-
ond flower shop in the
area, for they already
have one at Sonning
Common. At the moment
they are not an Interf-
lora or Teleflower shop,
but hopefully when
established, this will
come, as it has in their
Sonning business. As
well as selling flowers
and plants, they will be
catering for weddings,
parties and funeral
arrangements. We wish
them every success in
their Caversham

Page Three
venture.

Just back in Caver-
sham again are Mr and
Mrs' Scott who have
opened up what I am
sure will be a very suc-
cessful general stores at
117 Kings Road. The
Scotts in fact are not
really newcomers to
Caversham but had
been in Southampton
for about two years until
their return. With their
children Tracy and Dar-
ren they will be wel-
comed back by many
friends in Caversham —
and incidentally how
good it is to see that they
are NOT opening the
shop on Sundays. I hope
readers will have made
a note of which of our
local shops kept Good
Friday as a Holiday Day
and will make a special
point of saying to them
‘“Thank you for not

opening.”

HIGHDOWN
SCHOOL

i
ANNUAL
FETE
d
®
SATURDAY
MAY 28
at 2pm
E

Please come,
enjoy yourselves
and help the
school at The

- Annual Fete

In the school if wet

HEATING

Planned Maintenance
Contracts by

GOODMAN

Telephone 55811 (20 lines)

or write to

H. C. GOODMAN LIMITED
Freepost, Reading, RG1 1BR

(NO STAMP)

Radio-controlled Service Means a Better Service
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MORE ABOUT TOMBSTONES IN
MAPLEDURHAM

ON THE north side of St Margaret’s churchyard
there is the massive chest tomb to Edward Butler
Senior, who died in 1746 aged 73, Charles Butler
who died 1725 and Elizabeth his wife who departed
this life in 1711 aged 77. Edward came from
Basildon; why he and some of his family crossed
the river and were buried in Mapledurham is
another mystery.

Nearby is a grave to Richard Tayler and his wife.
Both died in 1776. He was 82 and she was 89. He was
a wealthy carpenter in Reading in 1749 and prob-
ably rented one of the farms. With the 1841 map are
the parchment lists I mentioned in my previous
article, and on them is a Taylor who paid rent for a
house near the Fisheries (in the Warren) 8 withy
islands and 2 ozier beds. Was he a relative? Had the
“e” in Tayler changed to an “ 0?” Did the Tayler
(Taylor) carpenting business make furniture? If so
did they need cane for chair seats and the like?
Perhaps I am just making up a story. . . .

I moved round to the East of the church yard and
there I found more “ old friends.” All the Allaway
family for generations. Remember John Allaway?
(Mentioned in the previous article). He and his
brother farmed New Farm in 1841 and their father
leased Chazey Farm. This family first came on the
scene in Mapledurham in 1397, sometimes called
Allway or Aleway. By the sixteen and seventeen
hundreds they were substantial yeoman farmers.
There they all were. Saddest of all Richard who
died at the young age of 29 in 1793, Alice his wife
who died in 1796 and Maria their daughter who was
laid to rest in 1799 aged five. There’s a tragedy.
Whatever happened? Another story to imagine?
Under the great holly tree nearby are the Victorian
Allaways and beside Richard, Alice and Maria are
some more family grave stones, even older which I
have yet to try to decipher.

Now round to the South of the church, and here is

—
Parikerrs
auctioneers & estate agents

associated offices at
Reading, Caversham, Tilehurst,
Woodley, Wokingham, Crowthorne,
Fleet, Cheltenham, Hucclecote and
Stroud

LOCALISED EXPERT ATTENTION

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 478478

R. R. Clark & Partners
PROSPECT HOUSE, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 479349
LOCAL OFFICES
READING — Telephone Reading 55455
TILEHURST — Telephone Reading 22112
WOODLEY — Telephone Reading 693999

I R T O e e

CURTAINS PELMETS
FITTED CARPETS LOOSE COVERS

John Kitcher & Son Ltd,

Carpets Cleaned on Site by the latest Foam
Method, also Protasil Protected

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Telephone 472306

VANDERPUMP & WELLBELOVE

(and Wellesley-Smith & Co.)

AUCTIONEERS, LAND AND ESTATE AGENTS
SURVEYORS AND VALUERS

40 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 476434

and branches

CHILTERN MOTHERCRAFT
TRAINING SOCIETY

20 PEPPARD ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING

Long or short stay residential nursery facilities offered
for the care of babies and young children up to the age
of seven years. Also Day Care Centre and Nursery
School in pleasant surroundings with qualified staff.

Further details from

20 PEPPARD ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Or telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

a simple stone. On it is written “ Ah Chiang Sai.
Died August 12, 1938: A loyal and true friend.” Sai,
as he was known, was a personal servant to a Mr
Playne who lived at the Fisheries, close to Chazey
Farm. He and his wife with their small boy came
from the Far East and settled in Mapledurham just
after the First World War. Mr Playne had possibly
some connection with the Indian Army and he
brought Sai with him when he returned to England.
Ah Chiang Sai was Chinese and devoted to his
master. He had his own chalet home in the ground
and kept it spotless. Never idle he was most ver-
satile and could turn his hand to most jobs doing
fine mending and sewing for Mrs Playne, ironing,
washing and even taking the car to pieces and
putting it to rights in no time at all. In his spare
time he went out on his bicycle or stayed in his
chalet. That he was lonely needs little imagination.
He spoke English perfectly and was always ready
to help anyone. His pleasures were few, sometimes
the head gardener would take him out for a drink
but he seemed to have had no real friends. How do I
know all this? Quite by chance I heard of Mrs Frost,
now living at Helen Court on the Bath Road. She
had been cook in the Playne household whilst Sai
was there so to find out about him I went to see her.
She told me how trustworthy he was, looking after
the house whilst the family were away. Once she
remembers when the whole household was taken to
the Reading Theatre, then in Friar Street. Sai was
so excited he tried to stand on the seat. One last
thing she remembered was his love of Stilton
cheese, which appeared complete on the table
each Christmas with port in it. So there he rests
beside the Thames, a little known Chinese of mid-
dle age who died far from his native land.

Of course there are interesting tombstones
inside St Margaret’s church as well. Like the one in
the bell tower. On a huge grey slab in the floor is
written “‘Upon the ashes of Mrs Elizabeth Collins
the relict of Daniel Collins is laid this marble by
her sorrowful sonne Samuel Collins July 9, 1656.” It
is not, as one might imagine, that poor Mrs Collins
was burnt in some terrible accident, but probably

the phrasing has some connection with words of
the burial service ... ashes to ashes.” Daniel
Collins was chaplain to King Charles the first and
“Prebend of the Chappell of St George within the
Castle of Windsor.” He was Vicar of Mapledurham
for one year from 1636-1637. Below the above grave
inscription is another but far more worn. It is just
possible to make out the words “...died May
1652.” More than likely Daniel Collins died first in
1652 and his widow Elizabeth was buried in the
same tomb in 1656. § :

On the North wall of the choirstalls is a small
brass plaque; on it written: “ To the glory of God
and to the dear memory of John Henry Dudley.
Born Oct. 21, 1843. Rector of Purley, Berkshire, for
thirteen years. He lost his life crossing the Thames
after doing an act of kindness taking an evening
service at Mapledurham on Dec. 20th 1914. When
thou passest through the waters I will be with
thee.”

In the Bardolph Aisle is a wall tablet which tells
rather a sad tale. “ To the memory of Mary, Lady
Haggerston late wife of Sir Thomas Haggerston,
Baronet. She was the daughter of George Silvertop
Esq of Minsteracres in Northumberland and died
at Reading on her road from Bristol to the South of
France. Died May 14th 1773 aged 33 years.” The
Haggerstons can be traced back to a Northumber-
land family in the thirteenth century.

By the time I came out of the church the sun had
moved to the west and was losing its warmth. It was
time to go. Just a quick look at a massive slab setin
the grass outside the main entrance to St Mar-
garet’s to Thomas Fielder, Alice his wife and their
son who all died between 1769 and 1787. Could it be
a distant relative to our Mr Fielder who had a milk
round in Caversham during the nineteen twenties?
In all probability yes.

I quickly gathered a scarf full of mushrooms from
around Noah Fisher’s grave. 'm sure he would
have approved ! Wished my “ old friends ” well, got
on the bicycle and was soon heading home along
the Warren having had a very rewarding afternoon
in more ways than one! M.K.

OLD
PHOTOGRAPHS

B Above, looking NorthWest with Caversham BridgeWhart
on the left, and the waterman’s cottage ‘on Piper’s Island)
to the right. This habitation was moved en masse, the
family and furniture of Waterman Piper remaining inside
throughout the operation, when the second bridge was
erected. The Cottage weighed 150 tons and was moved to
a new site 25 feet away on January 29, 1869.
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M Top, view looking East of Caversham’s first bridge
built around 1230 and pulled down in 1868. Note the bare
hill on the sky line with only a simple tree.
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PARKES
CATERING
SERVICES

Quality catering for

PARTIES — ANNIVERSARIES
— TEAS — DINNERS —
SUPPERS

HOME-MADE BAKING

L Phone Reading 477394 or 474574 for /
more details
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WATCHDOG

CIVIC PRIDE

WHEN members of
Caversham Residents’
Association went on a
conducted tour of the
new Civic Offices, they
were trying to find ans-
wers to the questions:
“ Was this just a plushy
extravagance or was it
an efficient administra-
tive centre befitting an
important town?”

The answer would
seem to be “yes” on
both counts, though
perhaps a qualified
“yes” to the second
question, as many of the
visitors were looking
distinctly drowsy and
not feeling their brigh-
test by the time the tour
was ended because the
heating was too high,
making the atmosphere
close. It would not how-
ever be fair to swipe at
the heating system as, if
this can be adjusted to
work correctly, it will
reduce the demand on
scarce resources.

The furniture and fit-
tings of the buildings
are all designed to
increase efficiency.
Modern German furni-
ture is about the best
(and the most expen-
sive) that can be found
and if quality means
long life it could be
argued that this is the
cheapest in the long
run. However, it did not
pass unnoticed that
whereas the black
wooden surfaces in the
area used by the public
still retained their pris-
tine freshness, in those
areas used by the coun-
cillors, scratches and
rings from cups or glas-
ses were already to be
seen.

It was a pity that it was
not possible to see the
controversial printing
department whose run-

ning costs rocketed by
an incredible 5,000 per
cent when it moved from
its former premises to
the new offices. Of
course everyone knows
this is only a paper
figure, but it is presum-
ably on paper figures
that our rates are calcu-
lated. It was a pity also
that the Council
Chamber, that focal
point of local democ-
racy, was not on show,
but a Committee meet-
ing was taking place
there and it seems chur-
lish to ask why it could
not have used one of the
Committee rooms pro-
vided presumably for
that purpose. It would
also have served to
remove doubts if it had
been permitted to see
what luxuries lurked
within the Chief Execu-
tive’s Suite but that also
was locked, barred and
bolted.

Opulence

It is indeed difficult to
deny a charge of
extravagance. Perhaps
this would have been
less noticeable in the
opulent years we have
now left behind, but in
days when belts are
being tightened and
essential services
pruned, the luxury of
the Civic Offices is
embarrassingly con-
spicuous. That carpet,
not just wall to wall but
up the wall; those
ashtrays (did they really
cost £25 each or is that
just a malicious
rumour?); those
armchairs, voluptuously
waiting to embrace
within their sumptuous
depths the exhausted
bodies of our hardwork-
ing Councillors (were
they really £400 each?)

and that positive
Chelsea flower show
array of potted plants
that must easily rival
the £4,000-worth in the
neighbouring police sta-
tion, make a bitter con-
trast to the cuts and
reductions in the living
standards that the pro-
viders of these goodies
are asked to endure.

We know this spacious
building was planned in
the days when Reading
was a borough council
and that it has now,
through no fault of its
own, lost many of its
committees to the
County or some larger
authority. This however
is of little consolation to
the overburdened
ratepayer who is now
being asked to pay his
contribution towards
another palace at Shin-
field to house those
other committees and
the rest of the County’s
departments. Surely
some more commonsen-
sical solution can be
reached, or is there
some truth in the indig-
nantly denied charge of
empire building?

Noise

If all the foregoing
sounds like knocking
local government, that
was not the intention.
Particularly at district
council level it can and
frequently does work
well. The aid section in
the Civic Offices is an
example, with a con-
stant flow of people
seeking help at what
they feel to be the hub of
local affairs.

One sphere in which
district councils func-
tion particularly well is
that of environmental

health. In Reading, Mr
Geoffrey Holmes and his
helpers allow little to
escape their searching
eye and do not hesitate
to act in whatever way
the law allows in cases
where community
health is at risk. Mr
Holmes spoke to Caver-
sham Residents’ Associ-
ation, of which he is a
member, after their
annual meeting, about
noise, which is not
always recognised as a
form of pollution. It can
be physically damaging,
though fortunately in
Caversham no noise is
continuous enough to
reach that level. How-
ever, if Concorde kept
on going over or there
was an unending flow of
lorries up St Peters Hill
the position could be
reached. There is a
prior need for aircraft
designers to produce a
quieter plane; not a big-
ger one or a faster one,
but a quieter one. Lor-
ries also do not need to
be so noisy, but the 40-
tonne ones must be
resisted. Our thanks are
due to Mr Holmes for his
patient and dispassion-
ate work to reduce
unnecessary noise.

Future dates

Look out for the Resi-
dents’ Association meet-
ing to examine the
resurrected plan for a
new road leading to a
widened Reading
Bridge instead of a third
bridge outside Reading.

A meeting will also be
taking place soon to
decide what if any pol-
icy the Residents’
Association should
adopt about the reten-
tion or demolition of the
01d Town Hall.

PARISH OF CAVERSHAM

Don’t say you were not told — put these dates in your diary NOW

Sunday, May 1

Friday, June 24

Wedding at St Peter’s
7

ah Y
= [EAd :
H Mr A. Bowers and Miss D. Maslen were married at St
Peter’s Church on Saturday, March 19

— Walton Adams

Win all'the time with Sports Clothing and
Equipment from. ..

STAN ELDON
SPORTS

Table Tennis, Football, Hockey, Rugby,
Netball, Squash, Badminton, Cross
Country, Golf, Indoor Games, Darts

Whatever your sport—try us first

Special Note :

Games Kit for Highdown and other schools stocked:

Skirts £4.50, Socks from 75p, Rugby Jerseys from

about £3.50, Plimsols from £1.50, Football Boots from
£3.30.

Access and Barclaycard welcome
Green Shield Stamps

STAN ELDON SPORTS LIMITED

ST. MARTINS CENTRE, CAVERSHAM
READING 473588

Also at Tilehurst and Windsor

BARGAIN BOOK CENTRE

BRISTOL AND WEST ARCADE
READING
(Side entrance to Marks & Spencer)
Telephone 594263

WE SELL New Books (Publishers’ Overstocks),
Secondhand Books and Paperbacks.

WE PURCHASE Secondhand Books, Complete
Libraries and Paperbacks in large quantities

9.15am St Barnabas. The Rev Peter Sear begins his
ministry in the parish o :

6.30pm St Peter’s. Easter Carols with the choirs of:
St Peter’s and Queen Anne’s Schools

Monday, May 16 ; ; ‘ E

7.30pm St Peter’s. Parish Confirmation. The Bishop
of Reading

Thursday, May 19

Ascension Day Services

Friday, May 20-Sunday, May 22 :

Weekend retreat for members of the parish.
Catherington House, Horndean, Portsmouth. Con-
ductor Bishop Evered Lunt

Saturday, May 28 ]

2.30pm St John’s Summer Fair

Saturday, June 11

ot Barnabas Day. 430pm Tea at St Barnabas.
5.30pm Festal Evensong. }?reacher The Rev
Raymond Hutchinson (priest-in-charge 1965-7)

Sunday, June 12 e

10am United Service of Holy Communion in Cave’r-
sham Court in commemoration of the Queen’s
Silver Jubilee

Friday, June 17 :

7.30pm The Rectory Garden. Country Dancing

St John’s Day. 7.30pm Parish Communion at St
John’s. Preacher The Rev John McKechnie, Vicar
of St John’s, Reading

Saturday, June 25
2.30pm St Andrew’s Fete. Proceeds to the Cor-
rymeela Community

Wednesday, June 29

St Peter’s Day. 7.30pm Parish Communion at St
Peter’s. Preacher The Rev Stephen Bartlett to
whom a presentation will be made on his leaving
the parish

Tuesday, July 19

7.30pm St Peter’s Confirmation Anniversary Ser-
vice. Celebrant and preacher The Bishop of
Reading :

Wednesday, July 20

St Margaret’s Day. 7.30pm Parish Communion at St
Margaret’s. Preacher The Rev Michael Kitchener
to whom a presentation will be made on his
leaving the parish

Thursday, July 21

7.30pm Chalgrove Parish Church. Induction of the
Rev Stephen Bartlett as vicar of the parish.
Details about coaches will be announcéd later

Saturday, July 24

Parish Holiday starts at Embley Park

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ATHOME

=

PASSPORT

ESTATE AGENTS — SURVEYORS — AUCTIONEERS — VALUERS

39 CASTLE STREET,

READING
Telephone 55564

Out of Business Hours: 411665
and at
96 QUEEN STREET, MAIDENHEAD
60 HIGH STREET, WARGRAVE

Tel. 21166
Tel. 2326
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WITH GREAT
PLEASURE

IT IS indeed with great pleasure that the Board of
the Caversham Bridge News extend their heartiest
congratulations to Mr Howe Hewlett of 92 St Peter’s
Avenue on his hundredth birthday on April 20.

No one could have been more delighted than I
was when asked if I would go to see Mr Hewlett
with a view to writing this article for I remember
him in the 1930’s when several times he kindly
drove me up to the Abbey School.

I had not been with him many minutes when he
said: “I have something to show you,” and he put
into my hand a Bible. Inside was written “Howe
Hewlett. First anniversary of his birthday, April
1878.” It was beautifully kept and had been given
him 99 years ago by his godmother.

Born in Cornwall at Camelford, Mr Hewlett went
into coalmining when he left school and trained as
a mining engineer in Lancashire. After qualifying
he went as a colliery manager, and later he sailed
to British Columbia. He returned at the beginning
of the 1914 War with the British Columbia Life
Force and served in this regiment all the time until
he was wounded at Ypres. He came home as one of
the war wounded and was sent to Bearwood Conva-
lescent Home. Whilst he was there he sometimes
walked into Wokingham and it was on one such
day he heard the news that Lord Kitchener had
been drowned. He remembers it clearly.

After the war Mr Hewlett married and returned
to British Columbia with his wife. When he came
back to England with his family he settled at
Binfield Heath, later moving to Caversham as it
was easier for his children’s schooling.

Motoring was always one of Mr Hewlett’s inter-
ests. It gave him great enjoyment and he had his
first car well before 1914. As he told me: “I began
driving in the days when, if you saw another
motorist, you both stopped and compared notes !”
Mr Hewlett has certainly seen the car come a long
way since those days.

We wish him and Mrs Hewlett many more years of
happiness in Caversham.

— M K.

0
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H Mr Howe Hewlett — Walton Adams
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6. HUTCHISON (FORESTRY) LTD, ||Caversham Shopping Basket

Always planting beautiful trees and shrubs

throughout Southern England i STt SR S RleRe oy et
5 Large white sliced loaf 20 22
Formation of complete Forests 11b cheapest buter.. 54 53 5 sors
er o Sllblards: rarii 22 23 23 22Y>
i 11b cheapest Cheddar.. 50 63 4.
Care and maintenance of trees a speciality {dosenandard ogss 2 & £ e
. 11b cheapest bacon .. 86 66
Careful tldy work 11b chzagZ:t saus:ges. 40% 35% 4%?/2 41%
Packet of 10 Fish Fingers 43 40 39
150z tin baked beans.... 13 14Y%, 12 13
Professional members Institute of Foresters of Great Britain 150z tin soup......... 13 1o 1 1o
11b frozen peas...... 33 33 25 33
3lb self-raising flour 22 22 18 22
11b dried fruit........ 29 47 45
= 1,
27 St Peter’s Avenue, Caversham, Reading ot s’ S o7 a6
Kilo granulated sugar. Y Y
Telephone 471124 e g o 5 s %
%lb packet biscuits...... 21% 23 22
11b chleapest marma]:lalde 23Y 27 25%
Double pack toilet rolls...... 18% 26Y% 18
77777222227
0000000000000000 seccccccccsccccccce ° 0000 i e
L - £T11Y .93 y y
Compared to s total + 7%2 EE %:‘Sf/n/z Efzitrzr}e/z EZ%%

'SUPREMA’
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The four’supergnarkets listed here were visited on Thursday, March 24, 1977.

Nationwide prices, particularly of tea and coffee, are continuing to rise, but in
Caversham Budgens has confined its overall rise to 2 per cent and prices at Sabres have
stayed almost steady. Sabre is also offering a free delivery service in Caversham,
Emmer Green and Caversham Park for orders totalling over £5. :

_The Co-op has introduced a nice clear shelf-labelling system, but it would be better if
exthrer_lt applied to all goods or just to the cheapest. At the moment it is a little
confusing.

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE’RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK
at 32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHA.V

Secccsscssessesessesesssseessssessssssssssscs T s —
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From the Reverend
Alfred Bell
WHAT am I doing now?
The short answer is that
I am retired! After
twelve years as Princi-
pal of John Groom’s
Association for the Dis-
abled, where I went
from Caversham, I opted
for an early retirement
in July of last year. The
reason? After the years
of demanding service in
an environment of con-
stant change stemming
from a torrent of social
legislation I felt that I
should spend a few
years in the ministry
and I am now serving
the churches in a variety
of ways as opportunity
offers. They were busy
years in the social ser-
vice field directing an
organisation that moved
from being a number of
residential centres to an
association embracing,
with the centres, a hous-
ing association for the
disabled, the employ-
ment of the severely dis-
abled youngsters and,
just before my retire-
ment, entered the holi-
day hotel field with spe-
cially designed accom-
modation. Being a
Christian foundation,
the aim of bringing men
and women to Christ was
always in view and there
have been those who not
only found fulfilment
mentally and physically
but who also discovered
the richer life in our

Lord.

For eight of these year
my wife Sabine has
shared the task with me
having special responsi-
bility as social worker,
and for the time being

continues. Our son
Christopher is married
and lives in Bucks and
now we are grandpa-
rents! (Sarah and
Michael). His work as a
systems analyst takes
him abroad a bit but he,
being a qualified foot-
ball referee, ensures
that it does not interfere
with this pursuit ! Hilary
has qualified as an SRN
and also lives in Bucks,
being married to one of
those people who
inform us what will be
happening to the
economy ! Best of all,
our children and their
partners are all iden-
tified with the church.

We have many good
memories of Caversham
days and not infre-
quently revisit familiar
faces and places — and,
of course, always follow
with great interest
Caversham affairs, espe-
cially as they affect the
church. To all who
remember us we send
our Christian greetings
and love.

From the Rev Lyn Lewis
SINCE my retirement I
have come to under-
stand what my own old
minister meant when in
his retirement he said:
“ I have only really been
re-tyred.” What has hap-
pened to us? When we
came to the Isle of Wight
it was with the avowed
intent of not getting
involved beyond attend-
ing church and the occa-
sional preaching
engagement. X

But there is so much
to be done. Soon after
arriving at Shanklin I

. was very kindly invited
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They ministered
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THE EDITOR recently wrote to many former

here

clergy and ministers who have served in Caver-
sham asking for some news of themselves for
publication in the Caversham Bridge. A number
of replies have been received and we print this
month news from two former ministers of
Caversham Free Baptist Church and also from
the Rev George Shearer, lately minister of St
Paul’s United Reformed Church.

to the United Fraternal
of Shanklin. There was a
most happy spirit pre-
vailing and one felt
much at home; unfortu-
nately little was being
done from an ecumeni-
cal point of view. And
coming from the atmos-
phere of Caversham I
was able to tell of the
work and the Cayersham
Bridge, ete. Much inter-
est was shown and now
we have United Services
regularly throughout
the winter and house
groups for Bible study.
Father Prior, from Quarr
Abbey, the Bishop of
Portsmouth and leading
Free Churchmen have
all been along to special
occasions. Soon after
arriving in the Island I
was invited to conduct
services at weekends;
this soon got to the ears
of the URC Minister who
was responsible for a
Group Ministry of three
Churches and roped me
in for regular preaching
appointments. Since
that time he has
accepted an invitation
to Bristol, and I have
undertaken pastoral
oversight of Brading,
Shanklin URC. This
arrangement will termi-
nate on March 13 when
our new minister

Two million turns

FOR fourteen years Mrs Vincent (Daphne to many peogle in Caversham) has

been the Rector’s Secretary. For many years she worke

in the dining room at

the Rectory but as the work grew a move was made to Church House and a
separate office established. How many phone calls she has taken, how many
letters she has typed or how many stencils she has cut is anyone’s guess, to say
nothing of the contributions to this paper which, not always written in the
most legible of handwriting, she has typed out ready for the printers. But what
is certain is that in April 14, she clocked up two million turns on the parish
duplicator. So at two thousand turns an hour Daphne has spent several weeks
of her life turning the handle. S

Congratualtions and thanks to Daphne for all she does to maintain the
smooth running of one of the largest parishes in the diocese. And good luck

with the next million turns.
; ~

it

n Daphhe in Action

arrives. It has been a
most satisfying experi-
ence to be in harness
once more.

Before my association
with the URC I was very
happy in serving as a
woodwork master at St
Catherine’s School,
Ventnor. It is a Church
of England School with
a hospital attached, run
mainly by nuns for deli-
cate children. Reluec-
tantly I had to give this
up when my work at the
URC broadened. By way

of hobbies I have done
some wood carving, pot-
tery and painting.

Jean has just com-
pleted a five year course
on millinery, done some
pottery, carpentry,
tailoring and dressmak-
ing. We are most fortu-
nate in having an excel-
lent Technical College
providing good tuition
in these and many other
subjects.

All this plus a fairly
large garden and lovely
walks does provide us
with a full life and a
most satisfying ‘re-
tyrement.”

The Rev George Shearer
writes:

IT IS now five years
since I left Reading to
take up work in the
North East of England
where I had begun my
Ministry over 40 years
ago. Having reached,
and actually passed, the
retiring age for minis-
ters, I am now emeritus
and live quietly in
retirement in Leicester.

I look back on my

Page Seven
seven years pastorate in
Reading with consider-
able pleasure and
though St Paul's (now
URC) is not in Caver-
sham, we frequently
enjoyed the hospitality
of your columns in news-
print, which greatly
pleased the Presbyte-
rians who happened to
reside in Caversham. In
a way it was a rather
tumultuous time. There
was a fire that did con-
siderable damage to our
Manse in Highmoor
Road; two of my daugh-
ters were married and
my beloved wife died in
Reading.

My family now is
rather widely scattered
and indeed I myself
hope to visit the United
States this summer for a
preaching engagement,
but wherever 1 go, I
often think about the
quiet of the River
Thames — surely one of
the most beautiful riv-
ers of the world — and
remember the kindness
of the people who live in
the Thames Valley.
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MAPLEDURHAM PARISH COUNCIL

A MEETING of Map-
ledurham Parish Coun-
cil was held on Thurs-
day, March 24, 1977. Mr
B. A. Fowles,.Chairman
of the Council presided
at the meeting.

This was the last
meeting of the Parish
Council before the
boundary changes that
take place on April 1,
1977. As from that date
the Parish Council will
be responsible for an
area that will only
include Mapledurham
Village, the Chazey
Heath area of the Parish
and one or two other
smaller areas of popula-
tion. Most of the meet-
ing was therefore
devoted to matters con-
cerning the changes.

Particular attention
was given to the con-
tinued administration of
the Playing Fields in
view of the special con-
ditions that relate to
their control, and the
involvement of the
National Playing Fields
Association. Because of
Mapledurham’s consid-
erable interest in the
future of the Playing
Fields, the Parish Coun-
cil will endeavour to
ensure that the interests
of the residents of Map-
ledurham will be pro-
tected in the future.

The Parish Council
took the precaution of
advising the succeeding
Councils of certain
deficiencies that exist

in the areas to be taken
over, such as the lack of
main drainage in the
Upper Warren Avenue /
Chazey Road area of the
Parish, and they have
requested that the lack
of such facilities should
be remedied as soon as
possible.

The Council agreed to
a Precept of £600 for the
forthcoming financial
year for the new Parish
of Mapledurham.

The Council were
informed that the
arrangement for the
Silver Jubilee function
to take place on the
Playing Fields in Upper
Woodcote Road on
June 6 were proceeding
satisfactorily.

HOLLOWAY’S

HENLEY ROAD — CAVERSHAM — READING
Telephone Reading 472766/7

AGENTS FOR MORRIS, MG, WOLSELEY

LEYCARE SERVICING UNIPART CENTRE

SELF-DRIVE HIRE CARS
AA and RAC APPOINTED,
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REGISTERED

CORGI
GAS INSTALLER
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INDUSTRIAL DOMESTIC HEATING ENGINEERS LTD
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CONTRACTORS

POTTERTON
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CHESTER STREET,

CAVERSHAM

Telephone

CORGI N.C.B.

Reading 473005
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SOON, with my wife and our three children,
I’ll be heading towards Haiti — a Caribbean
haven that inspires images either of voo-
dooistic horrors or political tyranny in the
minds of so many people. It depends really
whether you’ve read the novels of Graham
Greene or Denis Wheatley. I'll be going as a
missionary to a land suffering from debilitat-
ing poverty and squalor. It is in Haiti that you
will find the highest of population and the
lowest income per capita, the biggest illiter-
acy rate and the smallest mileage of
asphalted roads, the most serious child mor-
tality rate and the least developed people, in
the Western world. Apart from an occasional
scandal or sensation that is blown up by the
press, Haiti is, for the most part, ignored by
the rest of the world. It has always been a
backwater since the days when the slaves of St
Domingue threw out their French overlords
in 1803. For this is the first negro republic in
the world. And one senses at once the dignity
of the Haitian, his pride in his history, and his
complete freedom from the racial hang-ups
that other longer-colonised islanders still suf-

fer from.
USEFUL ROLE?

But isn’t the day of the missionary over? Is
there any useful role for someone from the
developed countries in a situation of such
extreme poverty? Certainly, the era is past
when Western churchmen reinforced in
Christian terms the ethic of European colon-
isation. Unfortunately, much of what is still
called Christian mission is little more than
exploitation. The Haitian is trapped by his
environment — hurricanes, blistering
droughts, massive soil erosion and the like —
into a crippling fatalism that is fed by ignor-
ance and superstition. Poverty and disaster

COLEBROOK (Meat) LTD

3 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone Reading 471584

High Street, Goring
Telephone 2526

69 Lynchford Road, Farnborough
Telephone 41491

TOP QUALITY MEAT, POULTRY AND FISH
DELIVERIES TWICE WEEKLY
MEAT SUPPLIED FOR HOME FREEZERS

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
READING 473308

Sales and Service Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO
MOUNTFIELD
HAYTER
ATCO, etc

NEW AND
RECONDITIONED
MACHINES

FREE ESTIMATES

Craftsmen Butchers since 1824

H.R.STEVENS 8 SON

117 CAVERSHAM ROAD, READING
Telephone 52595

TOP QUALITY ENGLISH MEATS AND POULTRY
BACON AND COOKED MEATS

e

J. STRONG & SONS

Builders and Contractors
We shall be pleased to build Guildway
Bungalows on your own land
Guildway Approved Builders
32 ARDLER ROAD, CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 0AQ

Telephone Reading 473177 and 472881
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PEARL OF GREAT PRICE

TALKING POINT

by
LESLIE GRIFFITH

are inevitable and irrepressible. A
philosophy that he sums up with his proverb:
“Bon Dieu Bon” which may be roughly trans-
lated as “God says what goes.”

This whole approach to life, so understand-
able in view of the circumstances, has to be
combated. I regret to say that some Christian
bodies still preach a message that suggests
that the only appropriate Christian response
to the grimness of the natural world is that the
believer should grin and bear the vicissitudes
of life. By his constancy and endurance will it
be decided whether there is to be a place in
Heaven for him. This, and anything else, that
encourages the deep determinism of the poor
benighted people of Haiti is a wicked exploi-
tation of their fear and ignorance. They must
be released from their darkness and shown
how the seemingly inevitable ravages of
nature and disease can be reversed; how
some kind of justice can be established and
enjoyed. Already, teams of Haitians are work-
ing at progressive programmes of education
and health and agriculture. And I count it a
wonderful privilege to have been asked to
give my contribution to this effort.

The missionary works with people of all

faiths and none in the task of enabling people
to discover who they are. As a Christian I
believe that my faith offers the most deeply
meaningful answers to this fundamental
question of identity. For all men are children
of God and need to know and enjoy the dignity
of their calling. Haiti calls itself in its tourist
propaganda, “ The Pearl of the Antilles.” It
will soon be my honour to be working with
Haitian friends towards the realisation of that
dream.

AROUND THE CLUBS

CAVERSHAM LADIES MAPLEWOOD WI
CLUB AT THE Annual Gen-
eral Meeting Mrs K.
MRS Brenda Strongwel- Bubb was re-elected

comed members to the
Annual General Meet-
ing held on Thursday,
March 10. The election
of officers resulted in:
Chairman: Mrs B.
Strong; Vice-Chairmen:
Mrs Weal and Mrs King;
Secretary: Mrs G. Man-
der; Assistant Secret-
ary: Mrs Harwood; Trea-

President for the com-
ing year, and the new
committee was intro-
duced to the members.
The handicraft showed
avery high standard in a
variety of work. Very
satisfactory reports of
the year’s activities
were given by the Trea-
surer and Secretary.

surer: Mrs Q. Strong.
Also on the Committee:
Mrs Stringer and Mrs
Hine.

The next meeting on
Thursday, April 14 is to
be the Easter Party.

Continued on
page 11

JUST ARRIVED

PETER and Anne Sear who with their daughter Rachel
have recently moved to St Barnabas House come to Caver-
sham from the parish of Sheldon, Birmingham.

Peter, who was born at Enfield in 1949 went from the
Grammar school there to train as a pilot. The firm he
joined, however, were on the verge of bankruptcy and a few
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LINK GROUP

Urgently wanted or Priest Hill

The house on Priest Hill for one-parent families is to be
opened as soon as possible after the end of April. The
house is to be divided into five flatlets. The Link have
collected some furniture towards them, but urgently
wanted now are: .
Chests of drawers
Beds
Carpets (sizes from 16ft x 12ft to 10ft x 6ft)
Stair carpets
One dining table (small)
Any small bedside tables, etc.
Shades for ceiling lights ;
Vacuum cleaner (upright if possible)
Iron and board
Cots and bedding
Cups and saucers, etc.
Cutlery
Frying pans, casseroles, etc.
Dustpans and brushes, etc.
Spin-dryer (if working well)
One fridge
One dining chair
Curtains

Please ring Pauline Whitehead, Reading 478892.

months later decided they needed no new pilots. So he
started work as an X-ray crystallographer and then in the
autumn of 1968 went to Exeter University to read chemis-
try. Feeling the call to the priesthood he changed a year
later to theology. At the University he met his future wife
who had come from her home in Purley, Surrey to read
French and German at Exeter.

Married in 1972 the Sear’s moved to Lincoln so that Peter
could continue his training at the theological college there.
During this time Anne taught at Horncastle and then came
the move to Sheldon in 1974 when Peter was ordained. Here
Peter found himself involved in4ocal radio, youth work and
the Samaritans, while Anne was running a Guide company
and teaching in one of Birmingham’s many comprehensive
schools until Rachel’s arrival in March of last year. With
Peter describing his hobbies as carpentry, candle making
and gardening (though the latter he explains is only for
nec_es:ity) the Sear’s will bring a variety of talent to the
parish.

Peter starts his ministry at St Barnabas when he cele-
brates the Eucharist on Sunday, May 1 at 9.15am and he will
be licensed to the parish of Caversham by the Bishop of
Reading at a service of Holy Communion in St Peter’s on
Thursday, May 12 at 9.30am.

Nicholas

Auctioneers, Surveyors, Valuers, Land and Estate Agents

P.COLSTON, B.Sc, FRICS

J. MITCHELL, FRICS, FIAS, FRVA
.J. DULBOROUGH, FRICS
C.M.S. CROMBIE, FSVA

G. H.KING, FSVA

13 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Reading 479665

B.
[
W

Head Office at 147 FRIAR STREET, READING — 56511
Also at Woodley, Wokingham, Twyford and Newbury

[PLATTS HOME-COOKED HAM|

WORTH FINDING
at 49 Donkin Hill, Caversham
ORDERS TAKEN AND DELIVERED

Our Phone 472175

BARBARA
LADIES' HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday.
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ROUND THE ANGLICAN:
PARISH

ANNUAL Parochial
Meeting. About 80
parishioners were pre-
sent in Balmore Hall for
the annual parochial
meeting on Thursday,
March 10. Mr F. C. Moore
and W. A. Vincent were
re-elected as Chur-
chwardens and the
Rector, on behalf of the
parish, thanked them
for their unstinting ser-
vice. The Secretary, Mrs
D. E. Gillings reported
‘that there were now
1,015 people on the elec-
toral roll, an increase of
47 in the course of the
year. She also presented
reports on the work of
the Church Council and
the Deanery Synod.

The Parochial Trea-
surer, Mr E. M. Smith
presented the accounts.
-He drew attention to the
considerable increase
in the income of each
district which was
almost entirely due to
the stewardship cam-
paign held in the
autumn of 1975. He
pointed out however
that the expenditure of
the parochial account
had exceeded the
budget figure and that
reserves were at a
dangerously low level.
Thanks however to a
member of the parish
who wished to remain
anonymous the interest
on a large loan would be
available to the parish
over the next five years
and this was to be used
to increase the reserve
funds. Mr Hitchman pre-
sented the accounts for
the Missionary Union
which had very nearly
reached the record
figure of £4,000. The fab-
ric of all the churches
was. reported to be in
good order: During the
year St John’s and St
Andrew’s had been
decorated and the organ
at St John’s had
received a thorough
overhaul.

The Rev Stephen Bart-
lett. Stephen Bartlett
who joined the staff of
Caversham parish in
1972 as priest-in-charge
at Caversham Park has
been appointed vicar of
Chalgrove with Berrick
Salome. His institution
has been fixed for July
21 and coaches from
Caversham will be
arranged. An apprecia-
tion of his work will
appear in a later edition
of this newspaper.

New Collects. Thirty
eight members of the
newly elected Church
Council were present at

the first meeting on
March 29. After a Corpo-
rate Communion in the
parish church coffee
was served by the Chur-
chwardens wives and
the Council then met for
business. The Rector
welcomed all the six
new members. Among
other items of business
the members debated
the use of the new col-
lects which have now
been authorised by Gen-
eral Synod. Various
criticisms were made
about the style of the
language but it was felt
that it was necessary to
bring them into use for
an experimental period
before reaching a deci-
sion about them. They
are therefore to be used
at "all services of Holy
Communion, other than
those ot the 1662 order,
until the end of the year.
Members of the Church
Council will be glad to
have comments about
them from members of
the congregation.Copies
(price 35p) may be
ordered in any of the
churches of the parish.
The Council also
decided to adopt perma-
nently. the new lectio-
nary for Holy Commun-
ion which had been
used for an expérimen-
tal period of two years.
The council meets again
on June 22.

Mother’s Union
observes Lady Day. mem-
bers from all three
branches in the parish
attended the Lady day
service which-was held
this year in St Peter’s.
The quiet time before
the celebration of Holy
Communion was con-
ducted by the Rev Colin
Scott-Dempster, a
former curate of Caver-
sham who is now vicar of
Chieveley. Tea was
served afterwards at the
west end of the Church.

A joint outing for
Mother’s Union mem-
bers has been arranged
by Mrs R. Stringer to Lit-
tlecote Manor. It takes
place on Tuesday, May 3.

Another Metcalfe. we
are pleased to announce
the birth of Lucinda
Elizabeth to Penny Met-
calfe on March 29.

ST JOHN’S NEWS

MOTHERING Sunday ...
there was a large con-
gregation at St John’s
for Mothering Sunday
which, this year, coin-
cided with Parade Sun-
day, and most of the

DPut yourself in

MILWARDS

SHOES
What could be more fitting?

CHURCH STREET,
CAVERSHAM

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MAY, 1977

- CHURCH' 'NEWS

children brought their
parents. Following a
reading from Bonhoef-
fer’s Letters from Prison,
which was a reminder of
the blessings of a happy
family life, the congre-
gation — from grandpa-
rents to toddlers — sang
“ God made the sun, God
made me,” to actions by
Tiny Tots attenders who
were delighted to be
able to sing a song they
knew at a “ big service.”
The verses of “ Every
Child must have a
mother ” were sung as a
solo, with the ongrega-
tion joining in the
choruse.

The theme of the ser-
mon was the fragility of
life and how much care
was needed to help any
living thing to grow,
whether plant or child,
illustrated by visual
aids — a box of pea-
plants grown by a three-
year-old, an enormous,
very cheerful drawing of
the sun’s face and a daf-
fodil — which intrigued
the children and kept
them happy and atten-
tive.

Indeed, all the chil-
dren looked happy,
obviously finding this
an interesting and
enjoyable service and
church a friendly and
happy place to be. When
they went to collect
their daffodils ‘ for
Mum,” one very small,
laughing girl, who was
carried up, came back
happily waving hers at
the congregation.

It was a great pleasure
to welcome several
young people who had
come back to the district
to spend Mothering Sun-
day with their parents
and to join in the wor-
ship at St John’s.

Afterwards, the daf-
fodils which were not
distributed during the
service were taken, with
love and remembrance,
to several elderly mem-
bers of the congregation
who are no longer able
to attend St John’s on
Sunday mornings.

ST PETER’S NOTES

MOTHERING Sunday.
“The most Christian ser-
vice I've ever attended”
was the comment made
by one visitor after the
Parish Communion on
Mothering Sunday. The
Church was thronged
with young and old and
everyone seemed to be
participating in the wor-
ship in a joyous way.
Parents and children
from different families
read the epistle and gos-
pel, took the interces-
sions and presented the
Offertory while the
whole congregation
gave a wonderful wel-
come to David Lewis
who was baptized and to
Rebecca Gordon whose
parents were giving
thanks for her birth.
Children received pac-
kets of lettuce seeds so
lettuces may be much in

evidence when it comes:

to the Harvest Festival.

Men (and women) at
work. It is planned to
start the decoration of
the walls of St Peter’s in
Easter week in the hope

.that all will be finished

by St Peter’s Day.
Although many people
have volunteered to
help, further offers of
help will be welcome —

names please to Mr F.C. *

Moore or Mr L. Cropp.
Work has also started on
some long overdue
improvements to the
clergy vestry. These
should make the room
much less cramped for
those who use it as well
as greatly improving the
appearance.

From Japan. It is a
great pleasure to have
as temporary members
of the congregation Pro-
fessor and Mrs
Yoshimoto and their
daughter Cecilia who
come from the diocese
of Yokohama. Professor
Yoshimoto is spending a
year at the Dairy
Research Institute.
They are living at 2
Hewett Close and have
another daughter who is
at present working at
Lee Abbey, Devon.

ST ANDREW’S NEWS

A RECENT example of
Christian Stewardship
of a slightly different
kind has been experi-
enced at St Andrew’s
when an anonymous
donor gave £10 towards
much needed choir
gowns. The money was
raised by selling off
some silver-ware. It
need hardly be stated
how grateful the trea-
surer was when the
money was handed to
him.

The Annual Fete this
year has been arranged
for Saturday, June 25;
the proceeds are to go to
the Corrymeela Com-
munity in Northern Ire-
land. Please make a
note of the date in your
diaries.

The date for the Ordi-
nation of Mr Inglis Mayo
in Winchester Cathedral
has been fixed for Sun-
day, June 26.

Keeping up the tradi-
tion of DIY the congre-
gation are being asked
to help decorate the
small church hall —
thus in a space of three
years both halls and the
church will have been
decorated by voluntary
labour.

St Andrew’s
Mother’s Union

MEMBERS and friends
have attended and
appreciated the very
interesting Lenten Ser-
vices held in church on
Tuesday afternoons, led
by the Reverend B. Gar-
diner. The final one, on
April 5, was on the April
meeting day.

On Lady Day Mrs
Chennell appreciated
the numerous cards,
etc., she received to
celebrate her 80th
birthday.

St Andrew’s
Women’s Group

THE GROUP were fortu-
nate in having yet
another extremely good
speaker for the March
meeting. Mr T. Doughty
explained some of the
techniques of pottery
and invited members to

“ try their hand.” A few
ladies were brave
enough to see what they
could do with a lump of
clay. Mr Doughty, who
was thanked for his talk
by Mrs Irene Perkins,
also had some of his pro-
ducts on sale.

By the time this issue
of the Bridge appears a
number of the Group
will have been to
Westminster Abbey for
the ‘“ Maundy Cere-
mony.” It is hoped to
prepare a “ write up”
for the June issue.

ST BARNABAS NEWS

VISIT by the Burn
family.

Each of the four Sun-
days in March brought
its own particular high-
light to the worship at St
Barnabas. The first was
notable for a visit of the
Burn family to Emmer
Green en route for a
brief holiday in Devon.
The Rev Leonard Burn
preached at the Family
Communion about the
life of a Hospital Chap-
lain: Friendships were
renewed over coffee
afterwards. It was good
to see them all again
and to know that St Bar-
nabas is still much in
their minds.

The fame of the
annual concert of the
University Singers is
spreading far and wide.

. Page Nine
Not only was the Even-
song on the second Sun-
day swelled by numbers
of other congregations
in Caversham, but also
by friends from
elsewhere in Reading.
Under their Conductor
Colin Lyle the Univer-
sity Singers gave a
delightfully varied
programme of pieces by
Orlando Gibbons, Zoltan
Kodaly and Benjamin
Britten. The Six Sacred
Songs by Alan Ridout
superbly sung by the
Solo Soprano and stu-
dent teacher Gill Mun-
day, accompanied by
Viv Lacey on the Organ,
provided a splendid
centrepiece. The retir-
ing collection on this
excellent evening bene-
fited Christian Aid by
£31, a rewarding even-
ing for all eoncerned.

Mothering Sunday.

It used to bethe custom
on Mothering Sunday
for children to return
home with a special
cake for their mothers.
Thus during the Family
Communion numerous
small iced cakes made
by the assistants in the
Sunday School were car-
ried to the altar in the
offertory procession and
subsequently distri-
buted to the children to
take home to their
mothers.

By saving
with the Portman
Building Society you
are doing something

positive about your future.
Your money is safe and
growing all the time. It's easily
available when you want it.
More and more people are
choosing the Portman as their
Building Society, so why don’t
you get to know the Portman.
Ask about our various savings
schemes — one of them is bound

to be right for you.

Portman

Building Society

Locally at:

25 KING STREET, READING
Telephone Reading 52804/58260
Branch Manager: Mr A. J. SILK

41 BELL STREET, HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone: Henley-on-Thames 6826/7

Branch Manager: Mr J. K. Cornwell I
Regional Manager: Mr B. B. Hazell

Authorised for investment by Trustees Member of the Building Societies Association
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THE DIRECTORY of
Youth and Community
Groups in Caversham is
now in circulation. This
is a very handy guide
brought about by the co-
operation of the many
organisations function-
ing in Caversham. Its
main objective is to pro-
vide a communication
between group leaders
and individuals, and is a
useful media in the
areas of co-ordination of
events, sharing of equip-
ment and mobility
resources.

The Guide might also
be the answer to that
cry, “ I’'m raring to work
among kids, but how do I
get in on it?”’ Any adults
reading this column
need only to look at the
top of Page 7 — Balmore
Hall Youth Club, just as
an instance. This mixed
youth club was featured
in the Caversham
Bridge some months
ago, when the leaders
Mr and Mrs P. Handy
pleaded for help in run-
ning the show. I recently
asked Mrs Handy if the
response was over-
whelming. The reply
was pressed into the
palm of my hand,scrib-
bled on the back of a
pink circular — “ The
Balmore Club has been
open as usual on Friday
evenings in Balmore
Hall and as usual the
doings and sayings have
been uninteresting or

’<////////////////////

unsuitable for reporting
in a respectable paper.
If the doings could be
made more interesting,
the sayings might
become less unsuitable,
but the Handy’s report
that although they have

by Peter Shock
had many kind inquiries
there have been no posi-
tive responses to their
recent letter in the
‘ Bridge.” ”

Well, how about it?
Balmore Hall, Friday
evenings, 7.30-10.00.
Skills not essential, the
importance is being
there.

* * *

Budget Day was Tues-
day, March 29. Some of
us may want to forget it!
In Parliament, there is
an air of excitement and
conjecture. Members

/
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put on their best attire
for the occasion. One
back-bencher, Mr Leo
Abse, MP for Poin-
typool, traditionally
attracts all eyes in the
House as he enters,
adorned in his ultra-
flamboyant Budget-suit.
It was also Prize-giving
day at the Lowfield
Boys’ Club. I could not
afford a new suit to pre-
sent the Prizes, but res-
igned my glamour to
turning up in a brand
new pair of ‘‘ chukka
boots.” Like the Com-
mons, there is great
excitement on the Prize-
giving occasion. The
finals of the various
competitions are not
usually played off until

E. & R. STACEY

Proprietor: Capt David Clarke retd

257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING
Telephone 472096 or 479253 evenings

PANEL BEATING, SPRAYING
CHASSIS REPAIRING
to the trade and the publie
—

ACCIDENT AND INSURANCE WORK
UNDERTAKEN

—;a—

YOUR CAVERSHAM AGENTS FOR 44 YEARS

Martin & Pole

CHARTERED SURVEYORS
CHARTERED AUCTIONEERS & ESTATE
AGENTS
4 Bridge Street, Caversham
Tel. Reading 472877 and 477561
Also at Reading (Head Office), Earley, Pangbourne, Goring

. and Thatcham
Associated Offices: Wokingham and High Wycombe

WAKING up to a sunny,
spring morning was the
right way to start an
anniversary day. All
ladies enjoyed a very
pleasant morning ser-
vice with Mrs Barbara
Boxwell from Crow-
thorne as the preacher.
Her theme was
' Praise '* and the
hymns chosen were
sung with great
enthusiasm. The WF
Choir rendered a beaut-
iful anthem ‘' Sing
Alleluia ” and Mrs Terry
and Mrs Masterman
read the lessons. At the
evening service the
Reverend L. Griffiths
was the preacher and
the WF Choir sang
" Except the Lord build
the house.”

To conclude the
anniversary, on the
evening of Tuesday,
March 8, the WF held
their annual / Holiday

PASSPORT SERVICE
YOUR WEDDING OR PORTRAIT IN COLOUR

HYMOR

Photographers

43 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM
Tel. Reading 475656 and 479450

Slides '’ evening. It was
most enjoyable to see
slides of last year’s holi-
days with the lovely
weather and great
laughter was heard
when slides were
shown of church mem-
bers entertaining at the
Victorian evening and
the Gift Day concert. A
number of slides were
shown of the Boys
Brigade at different

events in 1976 and the

W iz

Young
o caversham.....»

Kent Puppet Show. Sideshows. Refresh-
ments, etc.
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the night, and the cere-
mony takes place at the
end of the sesson. One of
the unexpected sur-
prises was a younger
member, 12-year-old
David Walker carrying
off the Quiz Champion-
ship prize. Stephen
Clark emerged the
Club’s Table Tennis
wizard. Nicholas Bat-
stone pulled off a dou-
ble, Chess and Scrabble;
Mark Erratt, a cool win-
ner of the Billiards and
Paul Charleton suc-
ceeded in Draughts.

The competitions
have been going on
since the New Year and
have aroused great
enthusiasm among the
club members.

CAVERSHAM METHODIST
CHURCH

Women's Fellowship Anniversary

slide that brought the
most pleasure was of
Mr Jo Powell, one of the
oldest members, pre-
senting the Boys
Brigade with the foot-
ball cup.

After the slides a buf-
fet supper was served
and everyone went
home, having enjoyed
the Women’s Fellow-
ship Anniversary
weekend.

P

SWIMMING ON . ..

In 1975 Catherine Waltham of Peppard Road,
Caversham, a member of the very successful Reading
Synchronised Swimming Club, gained her Amateur
Swimming Association Synchronised Grade 4
Award. At the time she said that she was going to
work hard for her Grade 5, which is the top award in
synchronised swimming. Catherine, who is still only
fourteen years old, has recently gained her Grade 5.
Well done !

SWINGING ON . ..

Now to a young man who has been mentioned in
these columns on several occasions since he was at
Highdown School a few years ago. Phil Morley, who
is now 18 years old, has recently caused an upset ina
major golf tournament. Playing with partner Hogan
Scott in the Sunningdale Foursomes, Phil played
what the national papers called a wonder shot with
his 8 iron, a shot which helped Phil and his partner
knock out their opposition, two Ryder Cup golfers.
The two youngsters then went on to reach the
semi-finals by knocking out another Ryder Cup
player and a leading amateur. That was as far as they
got on this occasion but you may be sure Phil Morley
will be causing many more major upsets in the golf
World before long. :

JOIN THE JOGGERS . ..

It is just 12 months since Jogging hit Reading and
it is pleasing to see that the enthusiasm has not
waned in that time. Every Tuesday, Thursday and
Sunday throughout the winter a number of people
who started last summer have kept up the good work
by turning out in all weathers in the area of Prospect
Park. In addition to this the number of people seen
jogging individually has greatly increased.

With the light evenings, and hopefully bettér
weather, the main group of joggers will be meeting
from now on back at the Liebenrood Road entrance to
Prospect Park at 7pm every Tuesday and Thursday.
If you want to lose some weight after the winter or
just make yourself a little fitter, turn up there one
evening and join in. Those who started last year are
only too willing to help newcomers and we hope that
it will be easier to arrange small groups of people of
equal ability to jog together. So whatever your age,
sex or fitness, come and have a regular jog.

WOMEN’S WORK

All ladies, gentlemen
and children are cor-
dially invited to the Cof-
fee mornings that are
held every second
Thursday in the month
at Caversham Method-
ist Church. This is a new
venture on behalf of the
Women’s Work com-
mittee and it is hoped
that the regularity of
these coffee mornings

Your Pet Shop in
3 LIMITED
Gee Gee Central Heating
Pets and gi‘!ﬂj];‘mb:“g
- e systems
Aquar'a designed and installed
29 PROSPECT by Qualified Engineers
Rea%?:;EtlEI;dzz 21 Star Road
For your pets Cavers'ham
ACCESSORIES AND Reading
FOODS Tel. Reading
Late Night Friday 6pm ¢ 471016
S o
3 RSO
EDMUNDS Chineseal'\sggl, to take
REGISTERED Fish and Chips
RESIDENTIAL 27 PTR{{)EE%‘CT
REST HOME STRE
FOR THE ELDERLY CAVERSHM
; Phoned orders welcome
Trained Staff TEL. READING 472565
Full Central Heating Mon-Fri mid-day
Long or Short Terms until 2,30pm, 5pm
31 ALEXANDRA ROAD until midnight.
READING, BERKS Saturday 11.30am
Telephone: until 1am
Reading 61322 Sunday 5.30pm to 12

will bring in outsiders
as well as members of
the churches in the
area.

Coffee is served at
reasonable prices bet-
ween 10am and
11.30am in the school-

Peter Shock Followthe  THE YARD
Motor Coaches P AVERSHAM

131 Hemdean Road

Open each weekday except' Wed-

Caversham nesday for Used Furniture, Vic-
! ) toriana, Pictures, China, Bygones
Reading and Antiques. WE BUY—WE SELL

Tel. Reading 473793

Saturday is Open Market Day

room in Ardler Road.
Do come and bring your
friends and enjoy your
mid-morning coffee
with a chat.

All proceeds go to
Women’s Work, over-

seas.

[TV AND RADIO
REPAIRS

L. R. ANDREW
11 Grove Hill Caversham
Reading 476941

G. J. BOXALL

Painter and Decorator
344 Hemdean Road
Caversham

Tel. Reading 472181
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ROUND THE CLUBS

BLAGRAVE WI

MRS GARDINER, VCO
was the guest speaker at
the AGM of Blagrave WI
and her talk on how to
streamline the business
of the Committee and
the Monthly Meetings
was both amusing and
extremely helpful. An
Election was held for
the new Committee for
the forthcoming year
and Mrs Haigh was
elected President, Miss
Amor was appointed
Treasurer, and Miss
Reynolds was re-elected
as Secretary. Arrange-
ments were made for
members to attend the
Spring Council Meeting
at Newbury and an Out-
ing to be held in the
Summer was discussed.

The Competition for a
jar of homemade Mar-
malade was very well
supported and was won
by Miss D. Chapman,
and the raffle was won
by Mrs Plumridge.

Mrs Wilkie gave a vote
of thanks to the outgoing
President Miss M. Chap-
man for all her hard
work during the past
year and presented her
with an arrangement of
flowers, and the Tea
hostesses were Miss
Latham and Mrs Plum-
ridge.

CAVERSHAM
COMMUNITY
ASSOCIATION

DURING the past month
the weekly meetings
have been well
attended. An mterestmg
talk was given by
Richard Snailham, the
well known author, on
his stay in the Blue
Mountains of Jamaica.
On subsequent weeks a
whist drive, a musical
quiz evening and lat-
terly, a film show by a
member, Mrs Plant, on
her visit to her two
daughters and their
families in Australia,
were held.

Meetings are at The
Adult Centre, School
Lane, Caversham, but
there is a waiting list for
membership.

MAPLEDURHAM WI

AT THE Annual Meet-
ing in March six new
committee members

were elected to the com-
mittee to take the place
of the six who had res-
igned. Mrs Hayward
agreed to be President
for another year with
Mrs D. Deacon and Mrs
P. Butler as Secretary
and Treasurer again.

The Secretary gave a
report on the activities
of the Institute for the
past year, and the Trea-
surer followed with a
very good financial
report. Mrs Hayward
then thanked both offic-
ers and presented each
with a pot of chrysan-
themums. The President
thanked all members of
the committee and others
for their help during the
past year. Mrs Skinner
on behalf of the Commit-
tee, presented Mrs Hay-
ward with a beautiful
cineraria.

The cup for the
monthly competition
was won by Mrs Deacon,
with Mrs Stacey runner-
up and Mrs Butler third.

EMMER GREEN
TOWNSWOMEN’S
GUILD

THE speakers for March
were representatives

from Holmes of Reading
who gave a talk about
colour and design in the
house. Members were
very interested indeed
in the samples of car-
pets, upholstery and
curtain fabrics that
Holmes had provided
and in the interesting
ideas put forward for
colour in furnishings.
We were guided room by
room through a house
using the best of Holmes
merchandise (nearly all
British, members were
pleased to hear!), but
the final word was a
warning that the most
important thing of all is
that everything must be
chosen so that the buyer
personally can live with
them. The vote of thanks
was given by Mrs
Bannon.

The activity groups
are meeting regularly:
The arts and crafts
group were given a talk
n ‘“ Antique Inkwells ”
which proved extremely
interesting. The drama
group are hoping to
organise a theatre trip
in April to Basingstoke
to see an Alan Ayck-
bourn play and the
social studies group met
to listen to a representa-
tive from the Legal Aid
Society.

CAVERSHAM
AFTERNOON
- TOWNSWOMEN’S
GUILD

‘“ VEGETABLES are
still too cheap ” was the
astonishing message
given to Guild Members
at the March meeting
when they were addres-
sed by Mr H. Van Zome-
ren. He continued with
witty charm to explain
the cost involved in
manufacture, and
advised ‘‘ grow your
own.” People should not
be tempted to sow a
whole packet of seed at
once, since with care it
was possible to produce
two hundred lettuces
from a packet, but
should sow a little at
regular intervals and so
have a long, continuous
supply. Considerable
advice was forthcoming
throughout the talk,
including the avoidance
of the highly coloured
attractive boxes and
packages, with the
emphasis on the quality
of the goods rather than
the colour of the packet.

The meeting was
brought to a lively close
with members taking
partin a Gardening Quiz
where the Chariman
Mrs C. Mitchell pro-
duced the answers when
the seeds of thought
failed to germinate to
her questions !

The prayer of five
year olds

MRS Juliet Smith writes
of her work with the
Reception Class at Caver-
sham Park Primary
School.-

Several weeks ago my
Reception Class of 17
five year olds were dis-
cussing which hymn to
sing at their assembly,
and they picked “ All
things bright and beaut-
iful.” We then talked
about all the things they
had learned to do since
starting school, and how
they had needed the eyes
and ears which God had
given them, and also
their hands and voices
to help them to work and
play. One of the children
chanced to remark that
another child had not
used his hands to work,

HENLEY TYPEWRITER COLTD

). PICKERSGILL
I‘vpcwrlu r\—:\(l(lmg Machines—Cash Registers
Repairs—Office Supplies and Stationery
12 BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 473077

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD

Building Contractors

Renovations in all Trades Decorations

EMMER GREEN, READING Tel. 471595

E—

W. T. NICHOLLS

58 GROVE KOAD, EMIMER GREEN

(Opposite Primary School)
Reading 472758
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but to hold the cloak-
room door shut so that
other children could not
get out.

This casual remark
led us all into a most
vital discussion about
how we used those gifts
of eyes, ears, hands and
voices. Did we use them
in a kind way, or an
unkind way? Over a
period of weeks this
prayer evolved from the
children’s own thoughts
and observations, and
we decided to use it in
our assembly, setting it
to music so that the
words would be heard
more clearly.

One of the most
rewarding facets of'this
prayer is the way in
which the children have
put their thoughts into
practice. Many times I
have overheard their
remarks about how kind
other people have been
with their eyes or hands,
helping in some way.
When a child has been
unkind I have suggested
that he has just forgot-
ten for a little moment,
and that they should
watch for him to do
something kind to make
up for it. It is astonish-
ing how many kind
actions they notice now,
particularly voices say-
ing kind things which
they obviously feel is
very important. This
prayer can genuinely be
said to have been writ-
ten by these young chil-
dren. I was lucky
enough to be there at
the right moment to
record it.

In School Today

We have eyes that see every-
thing,

Pictures and butterflies and
flowers in spring.

May our eyes show us, we
pray,

Someone we can help in
school today.

We have hands with fingers
strong

Helping us to work and play
the whole day long.

May our hands be busy we
pray,

Working for each other in
school téday.

We have voices singing to
you

We can shout and whisper
too,

May our voices say we pray,

Only kind words in school
today.

Thank you God for eyes that

see

Ears that hear someone cal-
ling out to me.

Hands and voices will we

B
<

Help us to help someone else
in school, today. Amen.

CAVERSHAM PARK
Wi

AT THE March Annual
General Meeting, Mrs
Olive Harris was re-
elected as President for
the coming year, Miss

Rosemary Powell (Sec- -

retary) and Mrs Doreen
Mann (Treasurer) also
remain in office.

Thanks were
extended to Mrs Cynthia
Forward and Miss Ellen
Ansell from Sonning
Glebe WI for acting as
tellers.

The Competition Cup
was presented to Mrs
Phyllis Colley for
obtaining the most
points during the past
year.

A vote of thanks was
given and a posy’ of
freesias was presented
to Mrs Hodgeson VCO
who gave a talk on Mem-
bership and Interests in
the Women’s Institute.

As several members
will be going on a trip to
York in a special WI
Royal Jubilee train on
the Queen’s Birthday,
the April meeting will
be one week later than
usual on the 28th. The
speaker will be Mr G. W.
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Knight who will give a
talk on Bees and Honey.
The Competition will be
the Prettiest Honey Pot.

At the Group Meeting
on March 24, Maiden
Erlegh WI were hostes-
ses to Rose Hill, Son-
ning Glebe, Woodford
Park, Mill Green and
Caversham Park. After
the President’s report
on their activities dur-
ing the past year, Mrs
Irene Fisher (Group
Link) congratulated the
Institutes on their wide
and varied interests.

The Group Competi-
tion — An Easter Theme
— was won by Caver-
sham Park who were
presented with the Cup,
Mill Green were the run-
ners-up.

The speaker — Mrs
Lois Hibbard talked on
Frills, Furbelows and
Fashions from the age of
Lady Godiva to Queen
Alexandra. Mrs Hibbard
made her talk even
more fascinating by clo-
thing herself in a cos-
tume of each period at
the same time describ-
ing the make-up and
meaning of each dress
and accessories.

Van J for value

LADIES AND CHILDRENS WEAR
GIFTS AND . /ABERDASHERY

47 DONKIN HILL
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READING

Phone READING
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Clergy and Ministers of
Caversham

ANGLICAN

The Rev Canon John Grimwade, The Rectory, 20 Church
Road. Tel. 471703.

The Rev Brian Gardiner, St Andrew’s House, Harrogate
Road. Tel. 472788.

The Rev Stephen Bartlett, Caversham Park House, 2 Black-
water Close, Caversham Park. Tel. 475152.

The Rev Michael Kitchener, Mapledurham Church House,
222 Upper Woodcote Road. Tel. 471605.

The Rev John Sumner, St John’s House, 9 Southview
Avenue. Tel. 471814.

The Rev Martin Loveless, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel. 472070.

The Rev Peter Sear, St Barnabas House, 33 Grove Road.
Tel: 473095

BAPTIST
The Rev Laurence Stevens, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel.478668.

METHODIST
The Rev Leslie Griffiths, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel. 472223.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev William O'Malley, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel. 471787.

The Rev Plunkett Shannon, 2 South View Avenue. Tel.
4717817.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MAY, 1977

SUNDAY SCHOOLS
INCAVERSHAM

CHURCH OF ENGLAND -
St Peter’s — Balmore Hall, 11am (not 3rd Sunday of month).
St Andrew’s — St Andrew’s Hall, 11am (9.15 1st Sunday of
month).
Superintendent: Mr J. Tomlin, 32 Kidmore Road. Tel.
473809.
St Barnabas’ — Church Hall, 9.15am

CAVERSHAM PARK
The School, 11am.

Superintendent: Mrs Paula Andrews, 5 Gi
Spesiaten ; ) ifford Close.

METHODIST
Caversh9m Heights — In Church, 11am
Superintendent: Mrs P. Court, 3 Woburn Close.
Tel. 471445.

COMBINED CHURCH OF ENGLAND
AND METHODIST

East Caversham: Caversham Hall 1lam (aged three to
seven). Superintendent: Mr P. Stephens, 24 Carlton Road.
Tel. 477030. Secretary: Miss K. Harris, 4 Valentine Cres-
cent. Tel. 472084.

BAPTIST
West Meinorial Hall — 1lam, aged three years and
upwards.
Secretaries: Mr and Mrs L. Tyler, 162 Galswortny Drive,
Caversham Park. Tel. 476214

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH

There is no United Reformed Church in Caversham. The

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE LTD.

Funeral Directors
Monumental Masons

114/116 OXFORD ROAD, READING

Telephone 52016 (Day or Night)

Branch Offices at
4/5 Town Square, Bracknell. Tel.
21949

nearest is at York Road, Reading. -

Sunday Worship: 11am and 6.30pm

Minister: The Rev Stephen Haine
41 Highmoor Road. Tel. 477490

HOUSE COMMUNIONS — CAVERSHAM
PARK

May 4: 82 Lowfield Road (Lynne Livsey)
11: 5 Dacre Avenue (Penny Peirce)
18: 17 Odiham Avenue (Liz Beckett)
25: 20 Osterley Drive (Pat Gray)

Telephone: Kidmore End (073 525) 2232
(Day), 2828 (Night)

ARTHUR BUTLER LTD

Member of National Association of Funeral Directors
Funeral Directors

Peppard Common, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon, RG9 5EU

Funeral Director: MR. E. J. ELKINGTON

WE RECORD

BAPTISED
St Peter’s
March 20:
St John’s
March 27:

David Lewis

Karen Povey
Nicola Toop
Michele Toop
Ian Toop
Antony Miles
David Hawkins
Lisa Hawkins
David Stagg

A.H.WHITE

(N.AF.D)

New Offices and
Private Chapel
15 BOULT

FUI\Al\[I—:\jRDALS
CREMATIONS
A.B.
WALKER

STREET
AND SON LTD.
READING 36 ELDON ROAD
(Rear 11 The READING, BERKS
Grove) Telephones: e
- % Day— Reading 5365
Telephone: 54334 Night  Reading 53763 & 61539
Late: 63921 Private Chapels of Rest

St Barnabas

March 20: Hannah Mortimer
Louise Appleby

St Anne’s

March20: Christella Thompson
Justine Thompson
Deborah Keegan
Sarah Keegan

MARRIED

St Peter’s
March 19: Albert Bowers and Denise Maslen

St Margaret’s /
March 17: Ernest Hicks and Joyce Loveridge

St Anne’s
March 19: Malcolm Dalton and Anne Dyczek

" W.R.BOURTON & SON

FUNERALS

St Margaret’s
March 10: Mabel Andrews

R

4 FUNERAL DIRECTORS

: 1 PRINCES STREET, READING

¢ Tel. 53825 Night 63917 and 39-4283

4 ;

TOMALIN & SON A.F.
(N.AF.D.) -IONES
Funeral MASTER MASONS

Directors Craftsmen in Stone

48 New Street BEDFORD ROAD

Henley-on-Thames READING
Tel. 3370 TELEPHONE
53537

Day and Night

Caversham Methodist Church,
Gosbrook Road

JUNE FAIR

June 11, 3pm

]

WHO, WHEN, WHERE

SUNDAY
SERVICES
IN MAY

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

9.15 am. PARISH COMMUNION

1lam Holy Communion (1st and 5th Sundays)
11.00 a.m. Matins (2nd and 4th Sundays)
11.30 a.m. Holy Communion (3rd Sunday)
6.30 p.m. Evensong
St John's
H 8.00 a.m.
9.15 a.m.
6.30 p.m.
St Andrew’s

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion

9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion

6.30 p.m. Evensong

St Barnabas'
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
9.15 a.m. FAMILY EUCHARIST
6.30 p.m. Evensong (2nd Sunday)

Holy Communion
FAMILY EUCHARIST
Evensong (1st Sunday)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham

8.00 am. Holy Communion

Sundays)

9.15a.m. PARISH COMMUNION

10.30 a.m. Family Service (2nd Sunday)
NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45 a.m. Morning Service

6.30 p.m. Evening Service
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
11.00 a.m. Morning Service

6.30 p.m. Evening Service

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (The School)

11.00 a.m. Morning Worship (2nd, and 4th Sunday)
FAMILY COMMUNION 2

(1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays) 2

7.30 p.m. Holy Communion (2nd and 4th Sundays)

(2nd and 5th

METHODIST CHURCHES

Caversham :
11.00 a.m. Morning Service
6.30 p.m. Evening Service

Caversham Heights

11.00 a.m. Morning Service

6.30 p.m. Evening Service

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Anne’s .
8.00 a.m.. 9.30 a.m., 11.00 a.m., 7.00

Our Lady of Caversham
8.30 and 10.30 a.m. Mass
St Martin’s School
9.30am Mass

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
SCHEME OF SOCIAL
SERVICE

Central Organiser:
Mrs K. P. Besley, 10 Asheroft Close. Tel. 472374.

p.m. Mass

Area Organisers:
Mrs A. M. Russell, (North Caversham), 31 Brooklyn Drive,
Emmer Green: Tel. 472934.

Mrs M. Coombs (South Caversham), 5 Kidmore Road, Tel.
472689.

Mrs A. Voase (West Caversham) 40 Matlock Road. Tel:
472490

Mrs C. Pynn, (Mapledurham), 42 Geoffreyson Road, Tel.
476065.

Mrs D. Davies (Caversham Park), 81Galsworthy Drive. Tel.
476181.

Mrs J. R. Holmwood (East Cayersham)
81 Queens Road. Tel 478253

i OFFERS HELP TO
1. Visit the sick, lonely and disabled.
2. Provide transport for the eldery or disabled.

In an EMERGENCY offers help such as
. Deliver and collect children from school.
. Do shopping.
. Look after children.
Provide transport.
If you are in need of help OR CAN OFFER HELP TO
OTHERS:

Please phone READING 472374 or 472689.

SO W
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Road, Reading.
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