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rom 19th to 26th October ‘One World Week’ held the attention of many of the inhabitants

of Caversham. The Caversham One World Week Group had responded to the national

theme, ‘Living on the Edge’, the intention being to show that in our one world there were

vast numbers, both here and abroad, who were living on the knife edge of destitution,
whilst others on the leading edge of society were striving to ameliorate the grim situation.

Library Exhibition

To drive this home, an exhibition was set up in Caversham Library which gave space not only
to communities obviously at subsistence level, as in Reading’s twin town in Nicaragua, but also,
and indeed particularly, to the problem of people in our locality who live on the knife edge of soci-
ety where any change could be disastrous - people, for example, who are homeless or face home-
lessness, people who feel maligned, people who face drug problems or who are undergoing a per-
sonal crisis.

There were folders of essays by pupils of Highdown School on ‘A Day in the life of a homeless
person...a man in a wheelchair ...an intending suicide... an HIV victim’. Some of the essays showed
a remarkable talent for conveying the dirt and despair of poverty and unemployment. One boy dis-
played dry humour in his story of a tramp who sat in the library reading the Financial Times and
flicking through books such as ‘How to get on in Electronics!” An equally interesting folder, called
‘Mini Sagas and Poetry’ had further insights to offer. The whole exhibition was festooned by One
World Week balloons so that nobody would miss it.

To a Wide Audience

On Friday, 25th October, the message was reinforced at a meeting in St Andrew’s Church Hall.
Over 50 people, mostly from local churches, gathered to hear representatives of seven local agen-
cies speak on how they were helping people living on the edge and then to discuss what both the
Government and people in the churches might do to reduce the need for such assistance.

Talking of a Bleak World

The representatives were Sally from the Samaritans, Sheila Goldsmith of the Churches in
Reading Women’s Centre, Eileen Preston of Christian Community Action, Bob Sadler from the
YMCA, Philip Knight of CommuniCare in Newtown, Christine Ranaldo from Berkshire Women’s
Aid and Steve Coleman, Manager of the Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre. Between them they
projected an almost three dimensional image of a bleak world inhabited by a surprisingly large
number of the inhabitants of Reading. -

It was a world very different from that of the audience. Bob Sadler asked if any of those present
were or had been unemployed. Only a small minority of hands went up. The exact reverse would
have happened in the YMCA. Steve Coleman emphasised how young many of his ‘guests’ were and
how poor their prospects, saying “they’ve got nothing and they’ve got little to look forward to”.

An account of domestic violence and how BWA helped the victims was given by Christine
Ranaldo, and this dovetailed with Sheila Goldsmith’s description of how life-crushing experiences
often undermined the self-confidence, stability and earning power of women. CommuniCare’s
struggles to get the best for their clients out of the benefit system was the subject of
Philip Knight’s talk, whilst Eileen Preston told of how Christian Community Action’s
aim of ‘equipping the church to serve’ was being put into practice. Sally of the
Samaritans concentrated on the difficulty of getting people to talk when they were
depressed! None of the panel were depressed enough to give up, though! “It’s wonder-
ful what you can do with a lap-top computer and a cup of tea to help people” said Philip
Knight.

Group Discussion

Then, after cups of Fair Trade coffee, the meeting split into five groups, each con-
taining one of the speakers and a member of the One World Week Group, to consider
what they had just heard in relation to Mrs Frances Lawrence’s manifesto for a better
society. There was deep disquiet about the effects of the Job-Seeker’s Allowance and
widespread agreement on the need for a minimum wage, fair contracts and the aboli-
tion of huge salary differentials within the same firm.

Some wanted taxation to bear less heavily on the poor and for larger ‘ring-fenced’
sums to be allocated to the NHS. An education system offering hope and dignity to all
its users was another priority and classes in citizenship and parenthood should be
given. The group led by Owen Jewiss insisted that the re-vitalisation of family life was
basic to all improvements in society, and Sheila Hodson concluded by stressing the view
of her group that Christians should not only set a good example but involve themselves
vigorously in facing the problems of the wider world.

The Hope - One World

On this challenging note the meeting ended. “I hope that it has made us all aware of

- 0. Jewiss

The One World Week Exhibit in Caversham Public Library was a
striking reminder of ‘Living on the Edge’. The display of work by
pupils from Highdown School is pre-eminent.

- 0. Jewiss

the situation in our own town” was the summing up of John Madeley of St Peter’s Some of the speak S ! -

. : peakers at the One World Week Meeting in St Andrew’s Hall are (from left to right)
Church. Now that the recession has brought the problems of the Third World to the 4" Steve Coleman (Churches in Reading Drop-In Centre), Mrs Eileen Preston (Christian
doorstep of Caversham, the exhibition and the meeting contributed to increasing the  ommunity Action), Mr Bob Sadler (YMCA), Mrs Sheila Goldsmith (Churches in Reading

consciousness that there was just ‘One World'.

Womens’ Centre) and Mr Phil Knight (CommuniCare).
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TALKING POINT|

Revd Canon Richard Kingsbury
Rector, St. Peter’s and St. Margaret’s

CHRISTMAS - YOU
HAVE BEEN
WARNED!

‘Come, thou long-expected Jesus...” we sing in Advent,
looking forward to Christmas.

Corner-shop proprietors, whatever their religious
convictions, dust down holly-and-bells posters to
decorate their grottos. Flower-ladies disappear to church
and chapel for hours on end. Clergy wonder where they
filed last year’s Christmas sermon. The more devout
among us might ruefully think of the parable of the wise
and foolish virgins as we miss last dates for posting and
race round Marks & Sparks on Christmas Eve. ‘Next year,
| promise, I'll be ready on time.” Oh yes?

Comes the great day. Surrounded by spent crackers,
wrapping paper and family if we’re lucky, we fight off
fatigue and brace ourselves to make it to the Christmas
pudding stage. This cosy scene of suburban torpor
(certainly repeated in parsonages throughout the land)
couldn’t be further from the setting in which Jesus told
the ‘Advent’ parable of the five wise and foolish lasses to
put us on our guard.

St Matthew rounds it off (chapter 26): ‘When Jesus had
finished teaching all these things, he said to his disciples
- “In two days, as you very well know, it will be the
Passover Festival, and the Son of Man will be handed
over to be crucified!”

For him, the distant thunder built up. Even as he told
the parable of the wise and foolish virgins, the authorities
finalised plans to capture and kill him. No time to pack
his bags. A hasty meal with his friends in a borrowed
upper room. Panic in a moonlit garden, the clatter of the
armed guards, and his fate was sealed.

His disciples, who two days earlier nodded wisely at his
sensible teaching to ‘be prepared’, nodded off with
exhaustion in Gethsemane, then took to their heels and
hid. The nakedness of that young man fleeing from the
garden to escape being implicated is the nakedness of
Everyman, unprepared for the Messiah for whom we sing
‘Come, thou long-expected Jesus.’

In himself, he was ready. It didn’t lessen the anguish or
dull the pain of the spear-thrust. But, to the end, Jesus
had the ultimate resource - a disciplined trust in God his
Father.

We kid ourselves if we foolishly make ‘getting ready’
noises and forget that, whether we're ready or not, HE IS
COMING! The stark reality of future judgement brings us
to our knees now to prepare for the Lord who, lovingly
but firmly, will meet us with the words: “Don’t say | didn’t
warn you.’

WHO’S
HEARD OF
ST BRIAVEL?

Not a venerated person you will find in
many books of Saints but the name of a
charity including among its sponsors the
Bishop of Monmouth operating from its
headquarters in this country in
Monmouth - although there is a village
not far away from which the centre takes
its name and where there is also a
Methodist holiday hotel.

The centre provides remedial help to
children with severe disabilities (cerebral
palsy, partial blindness etc) through a
programme of therapy tailored to the
needs of each individual child.

An initial session of one week at the
centre involves the parents and child and
includes an assessment of the history of
the child and its problems, lectures
outlining the methods used in and the
philosophy behind the programme. Our
week included Italian, German, Welsh
and English parents. The lectures were
simultaneously translated (except Welsh)
after each few sentences. (We never did
find out the German for higgledy
piggledy!) Whilst this was going on the
children were looked after so we could
give our full attention to the lectures.

Following the initial session parents
and children attend for two days every
four or five months - the first day
assessing progress and the following day
initiating changes to the programme with
perhaps a different emphasis, depending
on perceived need.

Our grandchild was born three months
prematurely, is virtually blind and suffers
from cerebral palsy. Her programme
includes visual stimulation by use of a
light box and flash cards together with
physical stimulation and _co-ordination
exercises on swings and physio ball etc,
together with hand manipulation, other
physical stimuli and nutritional advice.
The home programme takes two to three
hours per day, six days a week in addition
to exercises prescribed by Dingley Child
Care Centre at Battle Hospital in
Reading.

The centre staff have proved extremely
helpful and supportive to our family over
the past eighteen months and we have no
doubt that the programme is proving
beneficial to little Alexandra, now just
two and a half years old.

Our son-in-law recently organised a
sponsored parachute jump in aid of the
centre as a thank you for all the support
received from them and in an effort to
help some other child benefit from the
programmes. The magnificent sum of
£2769.15 was raised including over £300
from Methodist Churches in Caversham
and Reading.

So often parents have said to the Centre
staff “if only we had known about this
before.”

The centre plans to make a
presentation in this area next spring -
probably at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church. Details will be
available from Dennis Tutty on Reading
947 7384.
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CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 947 9130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30

Tel: 947 1703

Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
Tel: 947 2788.

(Rev. Andrew Tyler, Hon. Asst Priest)

Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road.

Tel: 947 8239. .

Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,

The Vicarage, St John’s Road. Tel: 947 1814.

Rev Sheila Nunn, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 947 2070.

Rev Cathy Pynn, 42 -Geoffreyson Rd. Tel: 947 6065
Rev Edward Tildesley, 53 Tredegar Rd. Tel: 947 3101

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
Park Village. Tel. 947 5152.

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Rosemary Fletcher, 72 Highmoor Rd.
Tel: 947 2223

Vic Downs (Deacon) 9 Woodlands Grove.
Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green.
Tel: 947 7697

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Vacant at present

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

Church Office Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev. A. N. Lawrence, 6a Hemdean Road.
Tel: 947 0816.

Summerfield

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RESPITE AND
HOLIDAY STAY

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING
Phone: Reading (01734) 472164

Reading (01734) 472346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.
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Christmas in Cabersham
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TO WISH YOU PEACE AND JOY THIS CHRISTMAS - AND TO INVITE YOU TO OUR SERVICES

from all the Churches in Caversham

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST 24th 11.15pm  Worship for Christmas Eve to include ST JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
FREE CHURCH the Sacrament of Holy Communion
d (united with Caversham Heights) 24th  4.00pm  Carols round the Crib (an informal

22nd 1030 am  Family Service 25th 10.00am  Christmas Service. All-age worship service for all ages)

6.30 pm  Carol Service 1130 pm  Midnight Mass
25th 10.30 am  Christmas Service OUR LADY & ST ANNE 25th  8.00am  Holy Communion (Book of Common

3 o : Prayer)
24th 7. i IM

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH oo i:”énfﬁ“ I 10.00am  Christmas Day Eucharist (for all ages)
2nd 11.00am  Carol Service e gfrlf::'l" 'f\f;dr;"ﬁ‘;g“f:)(cml ST. MARGARET’S,

630pm  Carol Seevice (in the Milestone Bt P MAPLEDURHAM

: 25th 1030 am  Christmas Mass
Community Centre)
24th  11.30pm Commumon'by Candlelight , OUR LADY OF CAVERSHAM, 22nd  6.30 pm Cgol Serylce
25th 11.00am  All Age Christmas Communion 3 24th  2.15pm  Crib Service
Richmond Road B

Jan 1130 pm  Midnight Mass
S5th - 11.00am  Epiphany Carol Praise 25th 9.00am  Christmas Morning Mass 25th 11.00am  Family Communion

METHODIST CHURCH AT NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD ST PAUL’S URC READING

T R TS T LT TS SR DN S DORE SR e SR S e
ksl e S stk s S fe ksl M AL s shesTente o M S s skt oM Akl R Akl A tetel

R 25th 10,00 am-12.00 noon  Christmas Service ,
31 o : s 22nd  630pm  Carol Service
; st 9pm  -Midnight Watchnight Service : .
13th Playgroup Christmas Concert 25th  10.30am  Christmas Service
14th 3.00pm  Polio Fellowship Carol Service ST. ANDREW’S
2 Hggm i s §Lie th 430pm  Crb Service Slin
L e 1130 pm  Midnight Eucharist : 3 , ,
22nd 4.00pm  Christingle Service : 8th  9.15am  ‘Toy Service’ and Family Communion
= ) 25th 8.00am  The Eucharist 1
24th 11.15pm  Christian Communion at Gosbrook Rd 10.005m Farnily Eicharist 22nd 630 pm  Carol Service
25th 10.30am  Christmas Service: All age worship 29th 63.0 e c{: e Catols 24th  4.00pm  Crib Service
29th 11.00am  Lesson and Carols R 1130 pm Midnight Mass
MM 25th ~ 8.00am  Holy Communion
METHODIST CHURCH AT i i PACCREEN 9.15am  Family Communion
GOSBROOK ROAD 22nd 9.30 am  Parish Eucharist Advent 4 11.15am  Morning Prayer
430 pm  Carol Service
1 st 1030am  Toy Service - All-age worship 24th 4.30 pm  Crib Service SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
15th 1030 am  All-age Nativity Service with Holy 11.30 pm  Midnight Communion READING
Communion 25th 8.00 am  Holy Communion
22nd 6.30 pm  Carol Service 930 am  Family Communion 25th  10.30am  Meeting for Worship
*%iéi‘z*%***%******%**%***%ﬁ*%?é?%ﬁ:%*%ié**%***%ﬁ*%***%ﬁ*%***%ﬁ*%***%i‘?*%***
% e L
A Warm Welcome . CHRISTMAS ¥ The Entertaini ng Cooks
Tt % *
from Waitrose % IN CAVERSHAM % MR ARG
* SheoloitopTess: Gaverstiam: ?E FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Visit Waitrose and you'll enjoy the very l}f T dg p Il s % Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available
best in fresh foods and customer service. e parors ar(_a Sl _a ng
* about their Christmas #% ' P .
; : ’ e ) . * Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
If you're holding a party, we'll help you % plans. Last year’s late night open- % y ‘ . i
select a menu from our Special Order %})E ings on Fridays were not a suc- Eixi on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide
Ser\fice and lend you beer and % cess, mainly due to abysmally *
wine glasses free of charge. 32 cold weather and lack of anything :}f
/ i % joyful lourful in the way of %
We'll even deliver fresh flowers and % joyful or colo Y ¥ K
quality wines to the door through our ¥ decoration in St. Martin’s 2\6‘ Telephone Reading (01734) 677033
mail order service, Waitrose Direct. 3},{: Precinct where it would be seen to %
f advantage. A small band of carol f;‘ C A R TE R wromoD conmacron
WAITROSE % singers carolled to hardly a soul. i
food shops of the John Lewis Partnership ;‘g However, think positive and keep % E L E C TR I C A L
% a look-out for local happenings — #
altogether better value % our shops at least will do their :’E For all Electrical Requirements
mmiwemzo=0 || o Y bzsjp;zrfnttlﬁi;s t;mdkez; % SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS
51 Church Street, Caversham, * - (oA 116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
 eadiing Beriatie RG4 BAY 2 Caversham trade going. X Wolgeaging, B Cg4 il
Teieplione 7oL ok k ok sk koK kR ok K
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Where do you find
Financial Advice
that is

Independent
Local &

Free?

Richard Stainthorp

Independent Financial Adviser

A Membr of
23 Oakley Road, \
Caversham,
RG4 7RL
Tel: 01734 461656 Finuncial
Management Ltd

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring
Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS.

RG1 6ND

- Commercial Property Agents \
Surveyors and Valuers

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

LOOKING FOR COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY?

ASK FOR OUR LATEST SHOP
BULLETIN OR OFFICE BULLETIN

Chilvers

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

0118 958 0656

CAVERSHAM COUNSELLING
SERVICE

BRENDA & WILLIAM DELLER

Qualified and Experienced Counsellors
Confidential help for individuals
and couples with relationship,
stress, work-related or
other life problems

Telephone: Reading 476946
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RESIDENTS VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

February when the Borough and Safeway - the retail giants, will face each

other as the latter challenge the former’s right to schedule the land for
housing with no retail use at all. Caversham and District Residents’ Association
will be supporting the Borough on the grounds that another superstore is not
needed. Because of the additional parking it could offer it would attract custom
away from the existing shopping centre to the detriment of the character and
tradition of the shopping area of Caversham.

A petition will be circulating which everyone is urged to sign. Better still, let-
ters to the Inspector will make the point even more strongly. The name and
address will appear in next month’s issue of this newspaper. There will also be
a public meeting in January, the date and venue also to be announced next
month.

TOO MANY, TOO HIGH, TOO CLOSE TO THE RIVER

Although Caversham and District Residents’ Association supports the
Borough in its proposal to put housing on the former Elliotts site, set back from
the river and already developed, it does not support the application for sixty
five flats, some of them four storeys in height on the Abbotsmead site and
waste land off Promenade Road. This is a very high density which will exacer-
bate traffic problems in an already congested area and will have a harmful
effect on the riverside scene which is an invaluable asset to Reading's standing.

The Council has deferred its decision until a site visit has been made, some-
thing which may have taken place by the time this appears in print. Clir Richard
Stainthorp, who lives in Caversham although he does not represent one of its
wards, disagrees with the objectors, because the land is waste land or in private
hands, and so cannot be described as open space. Whilst no one expects these
two adjacent sites to remain as they are, there is a vast difference between that
and cramming sixty-five flats on to it.

When the ninety proposed for Elliotts is added to this, even a five year old
could see that the traffic implications would be serious. A minimum of a hun-
dred cars would emerge to struggle out every morning on to already full roads.

Clir Stainthorp implies that residents are being somewhat unreasonable in
complaining that the Borough is destroying all Caversham’s open spaces. The
Residents’ Association is well aware that in many cases the Borough has little
choice because they are restricted by the planning laws, but whatever the
cause, in saying that open spaces are being destroyed the residents are only
stating a fact. Apart from public open spaces there is precious little left in
Caversham now and residents have a right to be concerned.

If this application goes through, and all the evidence suggests it will, a traffic
strategy will become a priority if everything is not to come to a halt.

FAST FOOD

.An application for a takeaway food shop in empty premises formerly occu-
pied by a newsagent cum grocery shop has been turned down by the Planning
Committee. Small wonder as the shop is in Bridge Street where a single car
stopping to pick up a takeaway would have repercussions right back into
Reading in no time. This was the right decision but still begs the question as to
what is to happen to that shop and an adjacent one that also stands empty. It
does not give a very favourable impression of Caversham when the first sight
to greet those approaching it is boarded up and empty shops. Specialist shops,
such as the picture shop which formerly occupied one of them and the dolls’
house shop on the opposite side of the road, to which people do not mind
walking from the nearest car park, are probably the answer, but they tend to be
rather thin on the ground.

Elliotts former site is set to be the subject of a Public Inquiry on 4th

BUS CHANGES

There have been some alterations to bus routes and timetables as from the
end of October. The intention is to improve services to the Royal Berkshire
Hospital. Parking there is so limited that anyone who can do so is well advised
to use public transport. The main change affecting Caversham is the withdraw-
al of the No. 61 service from Morecambe Avenue to Woodley and its replace-
ment by the No. 41 from the railway station to Tozeland Way, which has been
extended to Morecambe Avenue. Tozeland Way, in case anyone is wondering,
is buried deep in Lower Earley. It takes much the same route as the former 61
so will serve the hospital. With only two an hour however, it still can mean a
long wait. Annoyingly, complete timetables are not yet available but separate
sheets can be obtained from the Transport Shop in Duke Street.

APPLES

Apples were celebrated over a weekend in mid October, lovely English ones,
not so-called delicious imported ones. Why import apples when England’s
unpredictable weather produces the best ones in the world? And what a fruit it
is: convenient to eat, versatile in use (yum yum, apple pie and cream), good
looking and with a range of flavours.

Caversham Court’s Apple Day on the Saturday enjoyed Indian Summer
weather and attracted many people, though a prior engagement prevented me
from attending. Weatherwise, Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, whose turn it was on
Sunday, was not so lucky as grey skies and a chilly rainbearing wind prevailed
all day, but this did not deter their visitors, who turned up in their hundreds and,
clad in wellies and rainwear, enjoyed themselves the hard way as the English
are prone to do on their days out.

The displays in the barn and the walks round the orchards, led by Gillian
Franklin, gave visitors a good idea of what fruit growing was all about, both taking
advantage of and contending with nature as well as being hounded by Common
Market regulations. Gillian is very knowledgeable and enthusiastic about her
work and employs traditional methods where they produce results and devises

new ones where they work better for the particular
kind of land and present day requirements.

You will not see picturesque scenes of rosy
cheeked yokels up ladders picking apples into wick-
er baskets. Today’s trees are short so that the fruit can
be picked from standing.

There was apple-tasting, with several different vari-
eties to try including the lovely Blenheim, a large
apple which is an endangered species because it is
not commercially popular and of course, the won-
derful Coxes. There were apple games for the chil-
dren, honey for sale from the bees and cooked prod-
ucts. Who could resist apple scones, which must
have graced many a tea table that afternoon?

We are fortunate to have Cross Lanes Farm on our
doorstep. They still have plenty of apples left after the
rush of that weekend and an advertisement in this
newspaper tells you when they are open. Other fruit
in season is grown there, particularly plums and
pears. We are recommended to eat five pieces of
fruit a day for good health. It is a pleasure to buy
some of it from Cross Lanes.

COLOURFUL DISPLAYS

By the time you read this, the annual spectacular
display of colour in the woods on our borders will be
over. For six months the trees will be bare but seeing
gardeners busily planting their plots with Spring in
mind, there will be some colourful gardens long
before the first leaves re-appear on the trees.

There have been some very colourful late Autumn
gardens about this year. Looking about me, | was
wondering which road would qualify for a prize, if
there were one, for the highest number of well kept
gardens. Hemdean Road must be fairly high in the
stakes, where gardens are a reasonable size but not
too large and mostly well cared for. There is one that
has a most spectacular growth of weeds, but even
that must be beloved of wild life.

INCREASED MEMBERSHIP

Caversham and District Residents’ Association’s
membership drive, which has involved the leaflet-
ting of every house in Caversham, has brought in a
large response, which is being processed as quick-
ly as possible.

This boost in numbers will be a great help when it
comes to putting the case against another superstore
in Caversham. All members will shortly be receiving
a newsletter, setting out the present position.

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (01734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS TAKEN
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

ORDER YOUR CHRISTMAS POULTRY;
TRADITIONAL NORFOLK FRESH TURKEYS,
FRESH GEESE, FRESH CHICKENS, SMALL OR
LARGE, FRESH DUCKS,

FRESH GAMMONS, SMOKED OR GREEN,
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE INCLUDING EVENINGS

A. R. FLOWER

Propgrty Maintenance - General
Repairs - All Types of Decorating
Undertaken - Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES
14 Woodcote Way, Caversham

Phone 475846
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LOCAL NEWS FROM 100
YEARS AGO

n an earlier issue of this newspaper extracts were printed from a diary kept by the Reverend Francis Thackeray, Vicar of
Mapledurham 1883-1919. Most of the following and last entries of his diary cover the years of Edward the Seventh’s reign and

the beginning of George the Fifth’s succession. Thackeray was well in his nineties and still serving the parish of Mapledurham
when he died.

It will be remembered that after the death of his wife, Francis Thackeray moved from Eton where he was a master. He took
up the living at Mapledurham, moving there with his three daughters, Lily, Ada and Theo. As already mentioned he was deeply
interested in antiquities and one of his hobbies was to collect fossils. He did this with great enthusiasm, often travelling to Europe
to find them and look at rock formations.

A great deal of his time seems to have been spent on travelling to London and Eton for various activities and taking holidays
abroad and at home.

Once again, I have only picked out entries that seem to be of interest and my own comments on these appear in brackets. M.K.

1896

September 1st: A very successful choir treat to Windsor.

December 17th: I was awakened at 5.25am by the rattling of the shutters and a distinct vibration of the room and bed. Lily our
cook and gardener also heard it. Later in the day I learnt that an earthquake had extended over much of Wales and the Midlands.
(My mother also recounted this happening and said that pictures on the walls hung crookedly after the tremor).

1897

June 21st: We had a bonfire at Mapledurham on one of the hills (Queen Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee).

December 31st: The bells at midnight seemed to roll over the old year like the waters of death. A very interesting year with
many reasons for thankfulness.

1898
January 7th: I picked the first snowdrops.

1899
June 4th: The garden is superb. The mays l&@‘to go off but iris, pinks, snapdragons, syringa and roses are coming out.
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Free Range Turkeys,
Organic Beef,
Oak Smoked Gammon
Fruit & Vegetables,
Wines & Cheeses.

Path Hill Farm, Whitchurch on Thames, Oxon
(0118) 984 2392 Open Wed-Sat 10-5
‘Best Farm Shop in Britain’

- BBC Food Lovers Guide to Britain 1996/7

[ PLEASE DON’T THROW AWAY \
KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE
GENERAL m
HANDYMAN

any job around the house or garden

JONATHAN FARMER
PHOTOGRAPHY

incorporating
Top Hat Wedding
Photography

For all your commercial
and social photographic
requirements

Jonathan Farmer LRPS
Photographer
01734 476786

64 Peppard Road, Emmer
Green, Reading Berks RG4 8TL

BLACK AND WHITE SERVICES

T

CONSERVATREE
Print & Design

Specialists in the use of environmental & re-cycled
paper for all printing applications.
10% DISCOUNT for Churches, Schools,
Charities, & Welfare Groups.

Free artwork offer on Reading’s STD code change
THE COURTYARD, 36B CHURCH STREET,CAVERSHAM
(LOCATED IN CHESTER STREET CAR PARK)

TEL: 0118 947 9120 FAx: 0118 946 3959

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

Village Yarns

Retailers of Wool, Haberdashery,
Ladies Fashians, Accessories & Gifts
Dry Cleaning, Alterations and Shoe Repairs

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common,
Reading, Berks RG4 9SU
TEL: 01734 724890

December 14th: Very cold - 22 degrees of frost.

December 28th: Harry (his son) has gone back to Town. He has had some
tennis at Hardwick (Hardwick House had two covered tennis courts similar
to the one at Hampton Court).

December 31st: Lily brought me my hot water at 7.30. The two servants
Dora and Florence both have influenza.

1902

October 27th: The old pollard elm by the almshouse came down and
blocked the road for a time.

December 29th: A schoolchildren tea and tableau of the Virgin and Child
in our hall, very prettily done.

1903

January 8th: Christmas tree for all the schoolchildren. All went off happi-
ly.

February 3rd: The river is very high. The fifth flooding in nine months.
April 8th: Lily had some children to tea, one of whom fell into our fountain.
She went in herself to get her out. (The ornamental pond is now filled in and
is a flowerbed).

April 20th: A colt of Mr Moise’s got out of the glebe field.

1904

December 31st: Fine sunshine after a ghastly catastrophe when Bozedown
was burnt down. (Bozedown was a large house between Crays Pond and
Whitchurch Hill. It was rebuilt).

1905

June 22nd: A glorious summer. We sat on the terrace this evening and saw
a white owl fly across the lawn several times.

September 20th: Miss Hearne has just completed her hundredth year. We
went to Rokeby Hall and heard an address by Mr Farlow. Her “Old Boys”
gave her a pony and pony chaise. (She was a great Mapledurham character).
October 26th: The first Lads’ Recreation Evening. There were 25 at tea.

I read Sir Patrick Spens.

December 2nd: Tommy (the pony) got off the road, frightened by a large
piece of paper, and the trace was broken.

December 10th: Poor Collard the shepherd, was brought in ill from the
field and is dead. He has had a hard life.

1906

January 5th: We have a new pony cart which is a great comfort. A terrible
wild night with a gale which kept me awake.

January 7th: Today the ringers struck. The only reason appears to be that
others besides were asked to the supper.

January 8th: Ada and Lily gave a nice little concert in the servants’ hall.
January 18th: The new bell-ringers had a satisfactory meeting at the
Vicarage.

January 20th: A marvellous good deed of Ada and Lily. The front door rang
about 11pm as I was going to sleep. Ada thought it was a tramp. It was
Brown of the Pit House wishing to have his infant baptised. I was getting up,
but they actually went themselves with Charlie Frankum and administered
private baptism. The child died at 6am.

May 19th: At twelve o'clock the pony, while mowing, was neglected for a
moment, got loose, dashed about the lawn and broke two rose trees.

July 8th: A pleasant party of two hundred people at Hardwick. A Viennese
band.

August 21st: Ada and Lily took the choir to Goring by steam launch. On
their return they sang glees on the terrace.

August 31stOne of the hottest days this year - 76F in my bedroom at night.

sk ook ook ok ok Gk ok K
By 1906 Thackeray was in his eighties and does not seem to have kept a
diary in his last years. His grave, and that of his son Harry, can be found in
Mapledurham churchyard on the right of the path towards the water tlslpk

FOR EXAMPLE:
DECORATING, COVING, TILING,
KITCHEN FITTING, ELECTRICAL
WIRING, PATIO LAYING, GARDEN

LANDSCAPING AND
MAINTENANCE

Quality Work — Keen Prices
No Job Too Small — Free Estimates

”
=
CONTACT: BRIAN STEPHENS
TELEPHONE: (01734) 476372

Answerphone in use //

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
@ GENERAL REPAIRS,

i) %  KITCHEN & BATHROOM

SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone

READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

Extensions, loft conversions,
kitchens, bathrooms; patios,
driveways, property maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

HENLEY ROAD, CAV]‘SRSHAM
01734 482504
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CANON ROBERT WARREN AT
CAVERSHAM PARK

- 0. Jewiss

Canon Robert Warren photographed outside Caversham Park School with (right) the Revd Sean Winter
(Abbey Baptist Church and Chairman for the day) and Caversham Park’s Revd Phil Abrey.

To have secured a day at Caversham Park School
with Canon Robert Warren, the much sought
after National Officer for Evangelism of the
Church of England’s Board of Mission, was a tri-
umph of prayer and foresight by the Churches
Together in Reading Mission and Evangelism
Group. To sustain single handedly an audience
from 10am to 3.30pm with only brief breaks for
coffee, lunch and tea is a test of anyone’s ability.
To do so and to retain everyone’s attention to the
end shows great distinction, a tribute to the man
and the message. It was a day not to be missed
but a pity that so many did; the 50 who were
there had an excellent day.

Building missionary congregations

The theme was ‘Building Missionary
Congregations’. Each of the churches in Reading
had been invited to send four of its leaders: some
did, others had just a token representation. Are
the rest caught up with ‘morphological funda-
mentalism’, as Robert Warren described it;
caught up with maintaining the present shape of
things —a this-is-how-we-did-it syndrome? This
was not a day when we were given simple recipes
or remedies. It was a day when we were shown
many alternatives. We were told that a mission-
ary congregation is not one that has added ‘mis-
sion’ to its agenda; it is not just a growing church,
it is one that is engaging in God’s mission in the

world around us - in small things, in fragile situ-
ations, at the margins. The birth of Jesus was like
that.

An MoT for the church

Canon Warren talked about taking the church
in for a service (the MoT type); it had been going
for a long time and had forgotten its purpose. He
talked about the shape of the church after that
service: how we might change from inherited
roles to emerging roles, where structures would
change from being fixed and primary to being
light and secondary, where our leadership would
change from clerical and controlled to a collabo-
rative and creative mode and the focus would
change from church life to whole life. The pas-
toral gain would change from keeping people
happy to making them holy, and where the
church’s expression would change from a single
form to diverse forms.

Spirituality and engaging with the world
With this type of challenging material the day
evolved, illustrated by memorable anecdotes. He
gave examples of how churches are moving into
the mission mode by reviewing and energising
structures that had become stuck. When mission
engages with the concerns and needs of the world
around us it puts evangelism into context, he
said. Spirituality should be at the centre and

would improve when
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Wedding Photography
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
01734 479450 01734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

there is a critical mass

o of people in public wor-
. ship with an expectant
< faith. There is a need

for initiation to be dis-
tinctive; few Christians
are fully evangelised -
it takes a whole life.
Finally Canon
Warren considered
aspects of change.
Change takes time.
There is a task to
change the church cul-
ture; it involves local
creativity and is a cost-
ly journey which would
only take place by
releasing constraints.
With heads buzzing we
went home armed with
a handful of notes and
a reading list. We were

asked what we were

AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE

‘ TEL: 01734 476067

LESLIE MAYNERD T.ID.HA., MR.QA.
THE OAK HOUSE, 80 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 7EX

going to do about it; I
said pass on the good
news. If you want to dig
deeper why not try one

TRAINED & QUALIFIED

of Robert Warren’s
books? Building
M i s s l.onary
Congregations by
Church House
Publishing would do as
a starter.

Owen Jewiss

UND THE CHURCHES|
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ANGLICAN DEANERY SYNOD
MEETS AT ST ANDREW’S

St Andrew’s played host to the Anglican Deanery Synod when it met
in their Hall in early October. Although it was billed as the Annual
Social Evening to which wives and husbands were invited, the two
substantial items of business occupied most of the time. A discussion
on the principles of allocating the increases in the Parish Share, that
is the monies payable by the parishes to the diocese, is always bound
to take time. Over 70% of the money now goes to pay the clergy and
nobody objects to that. The real debating point is whether the parish-
es are pulling their weight in raising the money. Opinion is divided
but it seems that in the Reading Deanery the principle of the strong
helping the weak is supported by an overwhelming majority. So for
1997 the increases will be shared across the Deanery in a percentage
fashion according to present perceived levels of ability to give. This
maintains the same formula that has been used in the past.

An address by the Revd Canon Bill Andrew of the Bible Society
produced both interesting and disturbing facts. Although there are
about 120 Bible Societies around the world, most of the money is
raised by six. The Christian church is growing by 64,000 each day.
The word of God has power; it is not in chains. However, access to it
is restricted by the chains of language, persecution, packaging, prej-
udice and policy. Even in the UK, despite the fact that there are 19
English versions of the Bible and that we are not adversely affected
by restrictions that prevail elsewhere, 43% of church members never
read the Bible, 15% have never touched it and only 15% are commit-
ted to the regular reading of the Scriptures.

The Synod meeting was also the occasion when it said thank you in
a tangible form to Mr Wilfred Dyer, who retired in the summer after
9 years as Lay Chairman. A tribute was also paid to his wife,
Heather, for the support she had given. Among the highlights reflect-
ed on over that period was the ‘Thames Valley Alive! Mission’.

- 0. Jewiss

Mr Wilfred Dyer, the recently retired Lay Chairman, with his wife Heather, are
seen in the centre of our picture flanked by Miss Mary Harward (the present Lay
Chairman) and the Revd Brian Shenton (the Rural Dean).

Learning to Listen - St Andrew’s

an ecumenical course at C.B.F.C.

When was the last time someone listened to you?
I mean really listened? How did you know they
were listening and how did this make you feel?

These are the sort of questions facing partici-
pants in the ecumenical Christian Listeners Mini
Course being held at Caversham Baptist Free
Church, this Autumn.

Tutors John Edmonds-Seal and Mrs Jane Lane
of the Acorn Christian Healing Trust, Whitehill
Chase, led us through a variety of techniques and
exercises designed to enhance our listening skills.
The aim of the course is to teach such skills or
bring out natural gifts which can then be used in
a church environment as well as in our everyday
lives. The hope is that we can become a ‘listening
Church’ and take our place in the Body of Christ.

Listening can be a very healing gift and its use
should not be undervalued in society today.

The course lasts for four to five weeks and suit-
able candidates can follow this with a more inten-
sive three months’ course.

The evenings are most enjoyable, informative
and creative and we thank Mr Edmonds-Seal and
Mrs Lane for giving their time and talents each
week. Judy Ruck.

Fellowship
Following the successfu
re-introduction of a
play-reading in last sea-
son’s programme,
Andrew’s ~ Fellowship
recently read the farci-
cal comedy by Brandon
Thomas, ‘Charley’s
Aunt.

Originally producgd
in the last century, its
period flavour an
humour provided by the
romantic cavortings of
the three undergradu-
ates, Jack, Charles and
Lord Fancourt, was well
received by the audi-
ence.

The Fellowship wish-
es to thank Sheila
Hodson for her enthusi-
asm in providing them
with such an enjoyable
evening of home-spun
entertainment.
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THANKSGIVING AT ST BARNABAS

Harvest was a time of great thanksgiving at St Barnabas, first for the
fruits of the earth, secondly for our new Deacon, the Revd Edward
Tildesley, thirdly for the generosity of the congregation and
neighbourhood that enabled the roof repairs to be completed without
having to go in debt, and lastly for the final chance to sit on our less than
comfortable pews and for the generous benefaction of the donor who has
made a large contribution towards the congregation being more
comfortably and versatilely seated in the future.

The Church was packed for the special early evening Thanksgiving
Service at which the newly ordained Revd Edward Tildesley was
licensed as Assistant Curate, a role in which he will also double as
Chaplain to Shiplake School. Guides, Brownies, the Rhapsody Steel
Band, Edward’s family, friends and neighbours, as well as the regular
congregation filled the church. Among those present were
representatives from Shiplake College and Panghourne School, where
Edward Tildesley had previously been chaplain. A slide/tape
presentation, English choral and Caribbean music combined to give a
lively and thought provoking service.

Special evening services at St Barnabas have become a feature of its
church life and an opportunity for those less familiar with Anglican
worship to join us. The next ones will be the Christmas Carol Service

0. Jewiss

The Revd Edward Tildesley (right) is pictured before the Harvest Thanksgiving Service with the

| oS et UL

and the Crib Service.

Roy & Pat Westwell with the Revd Nigel Hardcastle after the presentation

Presentation of framed pictures of St
Barnabas Church and the Jacqui Binns altar
frontal ‘St Barnabas in the Spirit’ marked
the departure at the beginning of October of
Roy and Pat Westwell after 22 years at St
Barnabas Church. Now that Roy has retired
they are moving to near Bakewell in
Derbyshire by way of a brief sojourn in
Swansea.

During their time in Emmer Green they
have been examples of great commitment
and service to the local and wider church.
Roy Westwell has, among other things, been
Church Treasurer, Church Warden,
Chairman of the Thanksgiving and Pastoral
Link Project, and Fellowship Leader at St
Barnabas. He was responsible for overseeing
much of the building development work at
the Churches in Reading Drop-in-Centre at
St Saviour’s Hall, where both he and Pat
were much involved. Latterly Pat, a
Christian Listener, had been working with
Christian Community Action in Central
Reading. Both supported the regular healing
services held at Caversham Baptist Church
and back at St Barnabas both served on the
Parochial Church Council at various times.
Finally Pat will be much missed as a member
of the choir, Their three grown up sons had
earlier all been servers.

One would imagine that Pat and Roy
Westwell will be leaving Emmer Green for a
rest. They will in fact be overseeing the
building of their new home. One cannot
imagine that it will not be too long before
they are actively involved in church life in
Derbyshire. Their example is hard to follow
but a challenge to the rest of us. They leave
Emmer Green with the love and good wishes
of many friends. .

FAREWELL TO THE WESTWELLS

Vicar, the Revd Nigel Hardcastle, and Reader, Mrs Elizabeth Gash.

NN
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ST PETER’S
WIVES GROUP

Mr Noyes returned to the Wives’ Group in
September with part two of his “Reading
Past and Present” series, having previously
presented part one. Repeating his earlier
success, he again fascinated his audience
with reminders of old Reading, evoking
many memories. By the ingenious use of
two projectors he was able to show past
scenes gradually merging into later scenes
of the same geographic location, often
transformed.

The October speaker was Mr Kirby, who
first talked about Reading’s “Safety Street’
with which he was involved. This project,
based in a building off Great Knollys
Street, has created scenes from everyday
life to show primary school children what
dangers can lurk in familiar surroundings.
The project is very popular and there is a
waiting list of children wanting to
participate, volunteers being needed to
show visitors around.

Mr Kirby then moved to his main
subject, which was to show his wife’s
collection of miniature hats. The hobby had
started twenty years previously with a
jumble sale purchase of a small hat
bearing the crest of Southend-on-Sea,
costing 6d. He described hats made from a
wide range of materials. Some are crested,
some are items of jewellery and some, for
example, a bottle opener, are useful. A
couple of hats are more than two hundred
years old. The talk, illustrated by slides,
was enlivened by anecdotes about the
collection and how it was built.

THE MEN OF ST ANDREW’S

/ g i
The Men of St Andrew’s enjoying their Fish and Chip Supper.

i W T

N. Kent

Re-established five years ago, the Men of St Andrew’s held their

Annual General Meeting on Thursday 26th September in the Parish

Hall. Enjoying the customary ‘Fish and Chip Supper’ was their

President the Revd Bill Carpenter, one or two ladies (“Honorary Men”
for the evening) together with other members.

They were honoured to have as their guest speaker Father Tony

Jones, of St Anne’s, Caversham, who captivated them with a moving
history of St Anne’s telling of its establishment in 1896 right up to the
Centenary Year, and the blessing by the Pope of the Virgin's Crown
this summer, and the subsequent ‘Crowning’ by the Papal Nuncio.
Father Jones was a delight to listen to, having such a lovely sense of
humour which contributed to a very lively and interesting evening.

Rodney Oliver, a local solicitor, was once again re-elected Chairman
and thanks were expressed for his tireless efforts to provide members
with a varied and entertaining year of events.

o COMPUTER ASSISTED

VISION EXAMINATION TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
« GLAUCOMA TESTING . EYECARE
« CONTACT LENSES N EOIAMM
o QUALITY OPHTHALMIC
« SERVICE OPTIGCIANS
« FASHION
o VARILUX Ryb TEIST |

CENTRE (D) L.L“

« DESIGNER FRAMES
- conpEumiverRices || ROBIN JAMES '€ “PARTNERS

44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
READING TEL: (01734) 472099
OPPOSITE WAITROSE

==

RICHMOND

BUILDING SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
Extensions * Alterations
Roofing * Re-pointing
From planning to completion

Reading 484228
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Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please *phone Matron

READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at
ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR

SCOOBY

20th May 1983 - 21st October 1996

I trust that on this special occasion, readers will forgive me for
putting my deep sadness before birds.

Scooby, my sweet and wonderful King Charles Cavalier Tri-colour
TWITCHER EXTRAORDINARY, died suddenly in his sleep at 2am
this morning.

He loved everybody just as they loved him. He was my ONLY ‘son’.
His intelligence and inner understanding of almost everything was
just incredible.

Two weeks previously, our sole birding companion went up to
Cambridge University to study law. On that very day, Scooby showed
a ‘wobble’ by failing to eat his 6pm meal - a unique occurrence. We
‘soldiered on’ for those two weeks, happily, carefree, but missing our
friend.

Perhaps one day, a book will be considered about Scooby’s remark-
able life - but it could never ‘tell all’. He was ‘human’ love as it should
be.

Each night he would place his little head gently between his paws
and remain motionless until our prayers were completed. He KNEW
- yet had never been taught.

Scooby’s dear spirit will forever be with me in all that ‘we’ do. He
would wish that, as so many kind souls have told me.

The week before our friend’s Cambridge departure, we all re-visit-
ed the Nature Reserve at Bix near Henley, Scooby striding along in
fine form, up hill and down. We saw Red Kite, Buzzard, Tree Creeper,
Nuthatch, five Tit species and all three Woodpeckers. A Tawny Owl
hooted, perhaps disturbed. A Long-eared Owl (Leo) seen ‘eye-to-eye’
by our friend on a solo visit the day before, was not seen again.

On the very day he left for Cambridge, a rare Pectoral Sandpiper
from North America arrived at Slough, a bird I have only seen once,
and he, not at all. What a ‘send-off’ that would have been - to say
nothing of yet another ‘tick’ for Scooby’s Check-List!

The final words MUST also go to Scooby, my closest and most cher-
ished companion for so long. Among many things, he has been my
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Silverdale
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Services
Helping people to live at home

Domiciliary care at home service

Friendly Staff
%k ok
Competitive rates
& ok sk

Managed by owners of Goldendale
Retirement home

Kk K

Please telephone
01734 595159

HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS

Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
Fax: 01734 461380

@AVERSHAM

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 482800

Support your local Bookshop

Our services include:

4 A wide range of new books and maps in
stock

¢ Next day delivery for most orders

+ National “Book Tokens” sold and exchanged

¢ A discount scheme on all book purchases

+ Major credit and debit cards accepted

ik ROYAL COUNTY
I CLEANERS

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST
27 years experience - Caversham based company
- Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -
Competitive prices - Free quotations - Carpet fitting
service.

Tel: 474737

|

Top Quality Fruit from our own Orchards

00X, RUSSET AND MANY
OTHER APPLES

Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham Tel: 01734-723167

Just off A4074 Caversham/Woodcote Road
C)OPEN: WED to SUN, 10am-6pm C)

‘Personal and sympathetic criti
for the Caversham Bridge. I kn
any reader who has read them
taken a very real part. We can

truth.

For now, however, we must say,

Bless everyone’. We are sorry to leave you.
A Happy Christmas and New Year.

for his loss.)

¢ throughout five years of ‘memoirs’
ow he would, with me, wish to thank
- in particular, those in which he has
both vouch for their accuracy and

“Thank you, Goodbye and God

SCOOBY and SCOPS OWL
(The Editors would like to express their condolences to Scops Owl

BACK TO THE SOIL

| make no apologies for
returning to the question
of composting organic
waste from the garden. |
have two reasons for
doing s0. Firstly
Watchdog drew my atten-
tion to the problem of dis-
posal of  excessive
amounts of garden debris
in her article last month
and secondly the whole
recycling problem was
extensively covered in the
latest issue of one of our
foremost gardening maga-
zines. Its comments
deserve an airing.

The question of recy-
cling will not go away.
There are generally prob-
lems about where to dis-
pose of the tremendous
amount of household
refuse arising daily in this
country. We are rapidly
running out of landfill sites
(these can cause prob-
lems through the build-up
of methane_gas produced
by organic waste decay-
ing in airless conditions)
so we need alternative
ways of waste manage-
ment. The government
recently imposed a landfill
tax which, while aiming at
encouraging moves to
recycling, has had the
immediate effect of mak-
ing waste disposal more

costly. For several years
now we have been used
to making a preliminary
sort of household rubbish
and ‘doing our bit’ by tak-
ing newspapers and mag-
azines, glass containers,
tins, plastic bottles and
old clothes to skips in
established recycling
points. Perhaps it is time
to think about extending
this idea to the disposal of
organic garden waste.
Bearing in mind those
householders who have
litte or no facilities for
composting their own
green waste, we could do
with a Council service
which would provide, at
local access points, dis-
posal areas for green
waste. This could be
turned into compost by
the Council (or subcon-
tractors) for resale in due
course to local gardeners.
Another possibility is
the setting-up of commu-
nity composting schemes
where local residents
(possibly  with local
Authority backing) would
be responsible for collec-
tion of local garden
refuse, its composting
down and the sale of the
subsequent product (to
cover running costs).
There is organic waste

BY
HORTUS

CYCLE
CENTRE

CYCLE SALES, REPAIRS, SPARES,
ACCESSORIES AND CLOTHING

LARGE RANGE — FRIENDLY SERVICE

O New cycles — Brilliant Prices

O Servicing & Repairs — All on site, all makes

O Full Range of Accessories and parts, most
extensive range in town

O Clothing and helmets for all types — all seasons

O Secondhand often available (fully guaranteed)

O Free st Services

D & G CYCLE CENTRE
110 Henley Road, Caversham
Tel: (01734) 463050

Established
1987

——

which is not easily dis-
posable in any way.
Things like cabbage
stumps, shrub and tree
prunings take some time
to decompose and are
more manageable when
shredded. Shortly after
Christmas many of us
will be taking our spent
Christmas  trees to
Caversham Court for the
Council to shred down.
The end result will be
used by the Council for
mulching or path materi-
al as required. | wonder
whether the Council
could use its shredding
equipment to establish a
shredding service for
local residents where for
a fee they could get
their larger items of gar-
den rubbish ground
down.

| do not think we can
expect Local Authorities
to carry away and dis-
pose of green waste
indefinitely. We must
look for ways of recy-
cling which are good
and appropriate for the
community in which we
live. What do you think?

@ caversham park
vllla_ge association
SQUASH/RACKET BALL

= A friendly 2 court club
Tel: 545585 or 472589

BADMINTON
Monday evenings, Wed & Friday mornings
Tel: 476269

TABLE TENNIS
Thursday evenings from 8pm
Tel: 479886

YOGA

Monday afternoons from 1.30pm
Tel: 470535

Cutts & Co.

Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

Providing a complete range of services for
the small to medium sized business and
personal tax client

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

11 Church Street, Reading, RG1 2SB
Tel: (01734) 505678 Fax: (01734) 569955

A
i,_
E

J4 PIANO TUNING

MARTIN RYLEY

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (01734) 266464

ﬂ,.
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The last day before half-term arrived brought
both joy and sadness to New Bridge Nursery
School; it was Miss Miriam Ridgers’ birthday and
her retirement day. It is difficult to imagine New
Bridge Nursery School without Miss Ridgers,
because she has been with it in Montacute Street
since it moved there 26 years ago from its former
ome in Bridge Street, Reading. Miriam Ridgers
had been a nursery nurse there for six years prior
o the move. Before that she had been at St
" Mary’s Church of England School in Hosier
treet, a total of 36 years 8 months service to the
community.

chool says ‘Goodbye’

| It was no wonder that children and parents
| "past and present, and some fell into both
| categories, turned out in great numbers to wish
" Miss Ridgers farewell. Both morning and
~jafternoon groups had a special birthday cake
" with five candles, (no one has more than five
I candles in a nursery school!), there were action
songs and lots of presents and cards. In the
evening there was another retirement party for
colleagues and old friends at which Audrey Cook,
\the Inspector for Nursery and Junior Education
from the Education Department at Shire Hall,
and the Head Teacher, Mrs Brenda Grant, made
presentations of a camera from the staff and a
dining room table and chairs from old friends and
" colleagues.

)

Past experience

! When asked about her experiences Miss
| Ridgers said the children had not changed over
~Ithe years and wisely made no comment about
;' their parents. What is clear is that generations of
' lyoung people in their formative years have been
| linfluenced by this loving person whose roots are
" in Reading. She is the third generation to live in
" her house in Caversham and was one of the first
" students to go to the new Reading Technical
ollege in 1954.

and the future

| Miriam Ridgers’ first thoughts on retirement
| were to take a rest for a few months. The hand
| luggage, with which she was presented, was
| immediately put to good use as she went on
_ holiday the following day. Miss Ridgers, a
| Salvationist, thought that after a rest, she would
" like to spend time visiting the elderly. She is a
member of the Reading Central Corps of the
\ Salvation Army and, before it disbanded, a
|| member of the Caversham Corps. Older residents
| may remember that this used to meet in premises
in Prospect Street now occupied by the Indian
Restaurant. It seems that Miss Ridgers’ life of
" service to the community may yet be continuing
I in another form.

| Readers of Caversham Bridge will wish to join
| me in wishing Miriam Ridgers a long, happy
andhealthy retirement in which she may reflect
on the thanks and appreciation of us all for those
years of loving service to the young.

Owen Jewiss

Save the Children |

CAVERSHAM GROUP
INVITE YOU TO THEIR

ADVENT CONCERT

Presented by the Churches of Caversham
at-3 p.m. - SUNDAY 8TH DECEMBER 1996
at St. Peter’s Church,
Caversham
Tea and Biscuits will be served
at the end of the Concert
Tickets: Adults £3
available from
Caversham Bookshop
18, Prospect Street, Caversham
ALL PROCEEDS TO SAVE THE CHILDREN

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
HELP IS AVAILABLE

Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre

Tel: 01734 482072

We can help with advice, information and support

REGISTERED CHARITY

MUCH LOVED NURSERY SCHOOL TEACHER RETIRES

bR

Owen Jewiss

Miss Miriam Ridgers with one of her retirement presents while
some of the children look on.

LINK GROUP - who are we and
what do we do?

The Link Group is essentially an action group made up of members of all
ages, drawn from many churches. They work together to fulfil their main
aim, which is to extend friendship; this can include personal, practical or
financial help as necessary.

There is no committee and decisions are taken by all members. Some
members, in addition to representing one of the local churches, may have a
link with a particular local organisation, so their activities and the needs of
the people in these organisations may be brought to the attention of the
whole group. They are delighted to welcome the following new members:
Hugh Carter (Caversham Park Church, representing CIRDIC), Barbara
Macrae (Caversham Heights Methodist Church, representing Crossroads),
Marion Thwaite (St Peter’s Church, representing Reading Family Aid) and
Lorraine Vallance (St Margaret’s, Mapledurham, representing Reading
Women’s Centre).

The Link Group meet every fourth Monday and plan to be as busy as

‘usual this winter; dates for the diary include:

16th December - Carol singing at Summerfield, Goldendale and Arthur
Clarke. :

Ecumenical Lunch - Venue/date to be finalised (probably in February).

Knit-in - A provisional date of 28th April has been made and as this is
the main fund-raising event, look out for further details.

Telephone Barbara Graham on 482043 for more information.

NEWS FROM QUEEN ANNE’S SCHOOL

Sixth Form Conference on Human Rights sponsored by Amnesty
International (UK)

Sixth formers from ten local schools joined together to explore Human
Rights issues at Queen Anne’s Centenary Arts Centre on Wednesday 16th
October. The day began with workshops led by members of Amnesty
International. The sometimes harrowing account of victims’ abuses
stimulated much discussion and a call for specific action to be undertaken
by the delegates.

Joint Art Exhibition

Queen Anne’s and Radley College Sixth formers mounted a joint art
exhibition at the Sewell Centre, Radley. All forms of art were represented,
including paintings, drawings, sculpture and poetry.

Sporting Achievements

No fewer than ten QAS lacrosse players have been selected for the
Berkshire County first team and one for the seconds. The under 14 team
won their section in the Berkshire Schools Tournament with the under 15s
coming second in theirs.

Royal Mail Competition

Jamie Wong has won a prize in the national Royal Mail Young Letter
Whriters’ Competition. The reward - a presentation and tour round the
sorting office was followed by lunch for Jamie and two of her friends.
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DREWEATT :NEATE
—— HOLLOWAYS ——
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS ESTABLISHED 1769
12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents o a single item.
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice
Entries for future sales invited
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes
The professional alternative to London

V&I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

® BATTERIES

® D.LY.

® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

@® KEY CUTTING (Not mortice)
@® PAINTS

® PETFOODS

® PLUMBING FITTINGS

PHONE 01734 474538

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN AR.LC.S.

Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

RING 01734 510855 BUSINESS
OR 01734 479093 HOME

CHRIS WILLS ASSOCIATES

FINANCIAL ACCOUNTING AND
TAXATION ADVICE SERVICE
Are you worried about self assessment? We will help you
through assessment and benefits. As tax specialists, we can
guide you and produce full accounts, utilising appropriate
tax relief. Our expertise also covers:

CAPITAL GAINS/TRANSFER TAXES AND ESTATE DUTY
INVESTMENT ADVICE/TRUST MANAGEMENT
MANAGEMENT ACCOUNTS/REPORTING
BUSINESS INCEPTION/PLANNING AND CASHFLOW FORECASTING
PAYROLL BUREAU/PA.Y.E. ADVICE/END-OF-YEAR RETURNS
NATIONAL INSURANCE QUERIES

Telephone/Fax 01734 464309

CHARITY SHOP

READING & DISTRICT CANCER CARE

35 Prospect St, Caversham, Reading RG4 8JB
Tel: (01734) 462930

We welcome volunteers willing to assist 10am to 4pm
Monday-Saturday

PLEASE NOTE: DONATED ITEMS CAN BE
DELIVERED TO REAR OF PREMISES DURING
OPENING HOURS
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l. P. MOTORS Personal reflections at the Remembrance Sunday Service at St Peter’s
* MoT yvhlle you wait (by Instead of the sermon incensed at the Greenock. They were guests billeted on her, agricultural industry.
appointment) members of the con- pilot’s behaviour that met by their parents evacueesand military A member of the
* Servicing by top mechanics ‘gregation shared she wentinto the gar- who had been alert- personnel. One in Navy spent some of |
* Bodywork, any job undertaken their wartime experi- den and . verbally ed, but did not know particular, from his service on the ‘I
ences. abused him, not that the ship had Malta, had a dog and notorious Murmansk
* New and used car sales The “People’s quite ethical, butvery been  torpedoed. occupied an upstairs Convoy route, calling |
* Collection and delivery service Pantry’, a communal therapeutic! Their parents refused room. The dog to mind some of the |
can be arranged restaurant was  Three children to let them go on upstairs was ‘house risks: bombs, sub-
bombed by a lone were sent to another ship, which trained’, but down- marines, warships,
Call us today for first-class personal low flying bomber Liverpool to embark sadly was also torpe- stairs fell from grace. but also the weather |
service v:\hich follov;zed up on a ship for Canada. doed with the loss of He became known as which could be so |
; the attac by After two days they many children. ‘E.P/ because of his treacherous. Durin
Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone machine-gunning joined a luxury liner A ‘Bevin Boy’, sent owner’s interpreta- the Arctic route thg E ,
J. P. MOTORS streets. Miraculously where the brgther to work in a coalmine — tion of his behaviour! gradual change from §
TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD some bullets passed and his two sisters spoke of the initial ~ An RAF dental the long nights to the 4
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF thr(_)ugh a room in were separatgd. shock of the cage hygienist, cycling past longer days became f
which a baby was Frequent boat drills dropping like a stone a squadron of RAF a sign for him of
sleeping in a cot with- were held so it was to the level of the personnel, was so impending victory -
out harming its no surprise one dark coalface, and of his surprised by the com- From Darkness to
S Ah inmate. An office night to be sum- work. He spoke mov- mand ‘Eyes right’, Light.
t fchln worker at Elliotts, the moned on deck and ingly of going to the thatshe wobbled into
e XGP shopfitters, had a sim- put into open boats, assistance of a fellow the squad! Your
Julie Ballard ime ilar experience, when  but this was followed worker who was A civilian having PET SHOP |
Supplier o] the building was also by being rowed by crushed by a sudden just completed his in §1|
All Patchwork & ers Needs attacked. the crew for three roof fall. agricultural training in CAVERSHAM
100% Cotton Patchwork Fabrics A leading member hours before being A Vicar's wife living July 1939, volun- 1
1 Vel n Fl g : ; i
e Gt e | | of e icl P R LS S R Genceete) |
Dress Fabrics - Bridal Fabrics - Paper Patterns : Gt and Aquaria |
. the national food
Everything for the Needleworker [y Wnres e © 1
Knitting Yarns A RECIPE BOOK WlTH A DlFFERENCE productlon r)eeds, 29 PROSPECT STREET | |
I Church Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 TAA ) v ; ) helping to rectify the Reading 472422 |
elephone: 01734 47810 Many local and national celebrities have contributed to a recipe book, pub- Locilts  of twenty e iRl \
lished in November. ’ | f th Vocal DelerviSanica |
‘Favourite Recipes’ is the brain-child of Ralph and Brenda Jenkins and Y¢4™ 1¢8 eciotithe W \
Beryl Levett, and all the proceeds are to go to the Cancer Relief |
CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT Macmillan Fund. It is hoped to raise over £1,000. ‘(
CHIMNEY SWEEPS Brenda and Ralph serve on the Reading Committee of the Cancer Relief AI(L: IE |
Excellent rates Throughout the Year Macmillan Fund, and because sponsorship and help with printing were CARPET FITTERS ‘:
FULLY INSURED offered so generously, all the proceeds from sales will go to this worthy |
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED cause. : ; - EXPERTLY
Tel 01734 473560 Mobile 0378 340444 Locally, the Reading Committee helps to fund ‘The Duchess of Kent ﬁ,‘#@g’i’;’:&;’Z?;;gﬁ’;g’?,%g’ifﬁm’z_ “
34 Ardler Rd, Caversham, Reading House’ and supports the Macmillan Nurses in Berksl'}lre. The book is dgdl- REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED - i
cated to Douglas Kerr, former Chairman and President of the Reading FIRE RETARDED - THE COMPLETE CARPET i
Committee, who died in June this year. SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST l
‘Favourite Recipes’ contains 108 different recipes under 5 headings: MASTER FITTERS. i H
Starters & Sundries, Main Courses, Vegetarian Dishes, Puddings and Tea- 9
Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA Time Treats. The recipes were contribited by people who havge travelled gféépfggfg Heee
QUALIFIED with SelectTourS, hotels and restaurants visited on various tours, support- ;
ers of CRMF, friends - and many celebrities. The book will be a fascinating
C ] OPODIST read too, as people were asked to submit interesting background informa-
tion about their recipes. ) b =
for regular home visits at a moderate charge ‘Favourite Recipes’ was due to be published on 9th November, and will 42!:_
Phone Reading 470762 evenings cost £4. Copies can be obtained from Ralph and Brenda Jenkins (0118 é\‘_
&29665), Beryl Levett (0118 9264312).

AROUND THE CHURCHES CONTINUED

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
METHODIST NEWS

2ND CAVERSHAM GIRLS’ BRIGADE

The 2nd Caversham Girls’ Brigade visited Safety
Street in September. A team of girls from this
Company won the Reading District Swimming
Gala on 15th October at the Northcroft Leisure
Centre in Newbury.

LOVELY FRENCH COTTAGE

Recently restored cottage in Northern
Brittany, 20 minutes drive from sea.
Edge of village with fine views. Large
accommodation for 6 + cot.

Landcare

GARDEN SERVICES

SHRUB PRUNING BEDS TIDIED
HEDGE CUTTING OVERGROWN AREAS
TREE PRUNING CUT & CLEARED

Call Ron Darby on 470391

Brittany Ferries 15% discount
Midweek bookings available
i acre garden and B-B-Q
477525

CAROL SINGING

The Caversham Heights Methodist youth group,
Squash, will be out and about on the 20th, 22nd
and 24th of December for their annual Carol
Singing on behalf of NCH Action for Children.

WOODCOTE METHODISTS

The small Methodist membership meeting in
Woodcote Parish Church (and included in the
Caversham Team Ministry) invites Caversham

(\,CI arcﬁnel"s M. J. GODDARD

—————— Estaflished 1968 ———
Builder and Decorator

Tﬁe SPCCI-(I[IS‘(: “gency people to join them in worship, especially on -
or nurses) carers Sunday December 8 Bible Sunday at 9.45am FREE ESTIMATES
ancf tﬁeir c['ents and on Sunday December 29 Covenant
R Service at 3.30pm. : 18 GOSBROOK ROAD
when, on both Sundays, the preacher will be the CAVERSHAM
(01734) 47 66 66 ‘Rev Rosemary Fletcher. They will be greatly READING
encouraged by such support. Anyone unable to BERKSHIRE Telephone 475562

attend the Covenant Service at their own church
will be most welcome on December 29.

o Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ
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Caversham
WI

Members were ‘on

the move’ for their
October meeting when
Mr Derek  Farrow

showed his slides of
transport through the
Ages. The more leisure-
ly days of canal barges,
stage coaches and
horse and cart gave way
to the age of motoring
which began one hun-
dred years ago. Each
slide had an interesting
commentary showing
great expertise, even an
early ‘charabanc’ for
W.I. Outings!

The tea interval
brought the added
bonus of a birthday
cake as Daphne
Barnard received a card
on her special day.

The president, Miss
Margaret Cameron, con-
ducted the business
part of the evening,
reminding members of
the Autumn Council
meeting, and particular-
ly the Autumn Fair on
November 2nd in
Caversham Hall. The
raffle was drawn and
the speaker judged the
competition - an item of
model transport =
before everyone went
home.

Caversham
Ladies’ Club

It was the meeting of
the Ladies’ Club own
Bazaar, and very attrac-
tive the tables were
looking, Members had
very generously
brought along gifts to

help swell the tables
even more. By the time
Chairman, Mrs B
Strong, had welcomed
the ladies the tables
were very tempting to
see.

Firstly, Club business
was attended to and
members were told of
the new date for the
Christmas lunch. It was

unfortunate that it
clashed with some
members’ arrange-

ments. The mix up was
caused by dates being
altered from 19th to 5th
December (Thursday).
Business concluded,
the Bazaar was officially
opened and members
were soon buying up
the goodies on show. It
was a jolly atmosphere
and members’ bags
were getting heavier
than when they arrived.
That very welcome
‘cuppa’ was a lovely
sight after all the bustle.

Members were
reminded that the next
meeting would  be
videos of Australia, and
it was then time to
bring the meeting to a
close after an enjoyable
afternoon.

Emmer Green
Townswomen'’s
Guild

At the October meet-
ing held at St Barnabas’
Hall the following
events took place:

WORDS & MUSIC -
enjoyed the first act of
HMS PINAFORE on
video and at the next
meeting members will

—

Goldendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882
. Comfort, Care & Companionship

have the chance to
watch the second act.

RAMBLERS - have
enjoyed two walks: The
first  round  Lower
Assendon of seven
miles and the second
walk of six miles around
Sonning Common and
Stony Bottom.

The speaker for the
evening was Mr Mark
Taylor on “Our Library”.
Although nearly all
Guild members belong
to their local library it
was a surprise to hear
just how many services
other than the loan of
books the library pro-
vides.

The public can bor-
row videos, cassettes
and - also Learn a
Language Course. There
is an “Infobox” which
provides information
on Sport and Leisure
Tourist attractions -
Clubs and Associations -
What’s On in Berkshire -
Children’s Magazine -
Council Information -
Welfare Benefits and
lots more.

Caversham
Community
Association

A fascinating collec-
tion of miniature hats
was the subject of Mr
Kirby’s talk and slides.
The finding of a china
hat bearing the crest of
his home town led to a
collection now number-
ing in the hundreds
made of china, metal,
wood and material.

A popular bingo ses-
sion was on offer the
following week with
several lucky winners.

Brain power was to
the fore for a quiz
evening. Muriel Waite
organised a Music Quiz,
Margaret Cameron a
‘faces’ quiz and Brenda
Strong thought up some

general knowledge
questions.

Real Hallowe’en
weather ended the

month with members
bravely battling the ele-
ments to attend . the
party. Their efforts were
well worth it with Jim
Plunkett playing for a
popular sing-song end-
ing with much patriotic
flag waving. Some very
realistic entries in the
Witch competition
ended with Muriel
Waite as the winner
with Anne Wright as
runner-up. A delicious
hot-dog supper gave
energy for the wind-
blown journey home.

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen'’s
Guild

In August a talk of
Kinesiology and a
demonstration by Mrs
Margaret  Summerill
intrigued the Guild

quite considerably.
Plans are already being
made for the New Year
as another visit to the
Mill at Sonning was
arranged for January
‘97. A coffee morning
was held at Jane
Slawson’s home to raise
funds for The Berkshire
Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre.

September’s meeting
was a social evening
with members bringing
produce, cakes and
bric-a-brac for a Bring
and Buy; money raised
went to guild funds. On
a more serious note, the
chairman asked mem-
bers to consider taking
over from many of the
existing committee
members next year. The
Scrabble enthusiast
meet regularly as do the
Drama group while the
Social Studies meetings
are greatly enjoyed by
many members.

In October the talk
was entitled ‘Exploring
the Waterways of
England’, when Mr
Moir, a very exuberant
speaker, set out to prove
that one could get away
from the stress of the
present way of life. For
four weeks he and his
grandson lived on a nar-
row boat 5ft by 40ft and
along canals completed
a circular tour of
England. Travelling at
4mph  and  going
through 500 locks and a
32 mile long tunnel,
they moored outside
the towns and the cities
they wanted to explore
needing only a walk to
their destination.

Rosehill W.I.

The October
meeting provided
members with the

opportunity to socia-
lise. A wholesome
Harvest Lunch, served
by the Committee, pro-
vided the setting - after
which a postcard com-
petition  encouraged
members to exchange
holiday memories. The
Beetle Game ensured
that everyone took an
active part in the meet-
ing, and the display of
‘favourite books’ was a
further talking point on
an enjoyable afternoon.

There will be a
Christmas Party with a
Lady Clown on 4th
December (St Barnabas
Hall, 2.00pm). Visitors
are welcome.

Chazey W.I.

Mr Duncan Vincent,
in fine voice, gave a talk
on “The Life of an
Auctioneer” at the 5th
November  meeting.
Those who thought
that an auctioneer
merely stood up at a
desk and took their
bids in a saleroom had
their eyes, and ears,
opened. There’s much
more to it than that.
Experience counts a

lot, but an auctioneer
and valuer must have a
good eye for the unex-
pected treasure, and
know where the best
salerooms are. Some
things are best sold in
London - clocks and
watches especially
where collectors are
mostly likely to be pre-
sent. Mr Vincent’s eyes
have netted his clients
several thousand
pounds at Sotheby’s
specialist sales. It cer-
tainly seems that the
safest way to dispose of
any articles of value is
through a knowledge-
able auctioneer. The
least safe way is to allow
a dealer, calling house
to house, to enter and
make an offer and yet
people still do it. The
householder gets a few
hundred and the dealer
gets thousands. The
truly enthusiastic auc-
tioneer won’t mind if
your swans turn out to
be geese. For him the
joy of the unexpected
find compensates for a
few dull days. Members
heard how Mr Vincent
discovered a pair of flo-
ral chamber pots, which
sold for £80, by acci-
dentally knocking one
under a bed!

Age Concern and Red

Cross supporters
brought 50 elderly
guests to Chazey’s
annual tea party in

October. As usual the
sun shone, the tea and
talk flowed, cakes were
consumed, and doors
and windows had to be
opened to keep the
temperature down!
Theresa and Tony
Thomas, with keyboard
and guitar, kindly enter-
tained a delighted audi-
ence. A joyful afternoon
for everyone.

3rd December is
Chazey’s own Christ-
mas Party. January 7th,
a talk on “Apples’ with
an apple cake competi-
tion.
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PlCTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461336

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461070. Fax: 01734 461070

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham
Tel: 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
HYPNOTHERAPIST

Dip. Couns (Oxon), DHP,, MIAH.
Short Term therapy/Long Term results.
Experienced, qualified woman therapist
Evening/weekend appointments available
Member of the British Association for Counselling
Registered Practitioner in Hypnotherapy
For an appointment, brochure and free consultation telephone

01734 464085

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE’RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 477713

Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR"

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating
148 Upper Woodcote Road

FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone
Reading
479642
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'ADVERTISERS” ANNOUNCEMENTS |

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS

/755 &

ST
55 Donkin Hill "/ﬁ;PAsF,f,”E"EfEs
Caversham Rhing

Reading RG4 0DG
E 01734 478853/479163 [

A. and D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

* 26 years experience
 Carpet repairs
* Re-adaptions
* Vinyls
READING
479280/500472
Mobile:
0831 203530

| 1D Collinson cmmi

CLOCKMAKER
FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Specialists in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

Free local collection service

K C BARNES

& SON

Plumbing
Central Heating
General Repairs
Prompt & Reliable

Service
No job too small
209 Kidmore Road,

Caversham
OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE Telephone:
Tel. (01734) 473548 481929
GARDEN MACHINERY [ iemcue,
SERVICES st
6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM GEOFF KEEN

TEL: READING 473308

Agents for of
FLYMO
MOUNTFIELD
HAYTER
ATCO etc

L ] L]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L
L] L]
o L]
L] L]
L] L]
@ L]
L ] L]
: Sales and Services Always large stock e
. s
e NEW AND °
A RECONDITIONED ¢
: MACHINES °
. Free estimates :
L] L]
L] L]

JOHN =
WOOLDRIDGE \&

PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central heat-

ing, bath/shower room installations & general

plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or
small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (01734) 482584

——

4 BUILDERS.

L7
St

ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS,
EXTENSIONS, INTERNAL &
EXTERNAL DECORATION,

RE-FURBISHMENT, PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

DARREN SMITH
Tel (01734) 624156
Mobile 0860 863055

29 Partridge Drive
Tilehurst

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given

No job too small

PETER BURTON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

PRIVATE &
SUB-CONTRACT

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE &
REPAIRS

ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE

TEL: READING
01734 470297

Ooer 75
Years of
Service
Cyril H. Lovegrove
Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
21 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103

House arrangements can be undertaken by
our caring experienced staff.
" % 24 Hour Service % Private Chapel of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE

A.B. WALKER
& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business

serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD. READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

STATE REG
| CHIROPODIST
g Mrs L McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
| | Clinic: 23 Conisboro Ave.,
Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit
G I A T

DM DB #

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (01734) 473503 Mobile 0589 354002
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ISTERED

Walton Adams

& Son Limited
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER
from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713
Use it like a vacuum cleaner and see the
dirt being removed

NICKSON'’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an interest
in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of
Caversham

* Advice free and browsers are welcome

* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel/Fax 01734 463804

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery
John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 872103

Bakehouse Foods
A select range of home-made
frozen dishes made traditionally
without additives, preservatives
and colourings and using fresh
stocks and pastry. Plan a dinner
party or family meal the easy
way!
Telephone for menus

0118 948 3836
The Bakehouse
Hemdean Road

Caversham

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 01734 574896

* Security lighting %

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type *

* Appliance testing to latest test requirements %
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY

Phone

Reading 478175

T.V. DOCTOR

PAMBRIAN
FASHIONS

Your local dressmaker

% Free Callout

% Free Estimates 30 years experience

Tomalin & Son
Jfuneral Directors

incorporating Arthur Butler of Peppard

The Caring Family Run
Independent Funeral Service

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES

Tel: (01491) 573370

24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

* Established 20 years %
48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE

Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

% Repairs to T.V.s, Home visits
Vid Mi Bridal and evening wear a
ideos, Microwaves, e
HiFls el : Telephone 01734 473193
01 734 484585 or write to 14 Brill Close,
Caversham

J R McCARDLE
A.F. JONES
MASTER MASONS
MASTER
Fine Memorials in MASONS
Marble, Stone and
Granite Craftsmen in Stone
Restoration and all
BEDFORD RD
other masonry READING
undertaken
Telephone
READING 262362 3337




