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PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST. ANNE CAVERSHAM

PAPAL NUNCIO’S

uring the
Middle  Ages,
many pilgrims

made the journey to
visit the shrine of Our
Lady of Caversham.
On Sunday 21st July
1996. His Excellency
Archbishop Luigi
Barbarito, the Papal
Nuncio, made such a
journey from London,
the first, it is thought,
since those far off days,
by a personal represen-
tative of the Pope.
There was on this occa-
sion a very particular

objective to the
Nuncio’s journey for he
came, not simply to
visit the shrine, but to
crown the statue which
graces it.

The crown itself had
been specially commis-
sioned to celebrate the
100th Anniversary of

-the establishment of

the Parish of Our Lady
and St Anne and in
May it had been taken
to Rome where it was
blessed by the Pope.
How fitting now that
the latter’s personal

representative, the
senior foreign diplomat
in London, should
come to preside on his
behalf at the corona-
tion of Our Blessed
Lady in the shrine at
Caversham.

The weather was
brilliant and  the
church packed for

10.30 Mass which was
concelebrated by the
Nuncio with Parish
Priest, Fr. Tony Jones,
in the presence of the
Mayor and Mayoress of
Reading, local

Archbishop Barbarito crowns the statue of Our Lady of Caversham.

— Photo by K. Turner
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Councillor, Pauline
Palmer, Rev Nigel
Hardcastle, chairman
of Churches Together
in Caversham, and
representatives of the
other local Christian
denominations. In the
course of his homily,
Archbishop Barbarito
told the congregation
that, in- placing a
crown on the head of
Our Lady, they would
be fulfilling the dreams

Visiting pilgrims enjoy their supper.

FISTORC TOUTRNEY

of their ancestors who
had done likewise over
500 years earlier.
Then, in a simple but
dignified ceremony, he
echoed their actions by
placing the new crown
on the statue to loud
applause from all pre-
sent.

Following Mass, the
Archbishop attended
an informal reception
in the Parish Hall
where he was able to
meet members of the
parish. These ranged
from the youngest babe

— Photo by K. Turner

in arms to the senior
parishioner, Sister
Mary Aidan, who, hav-
ing spent 67 years of
her life at the Convent
of the Visitation, is
now in her 99th year.
The first visitors to
the newly enhanced
shrine arrived three
days later when a
party of about 55
French and British pil-
grims who had walked
from Southampton to
Reading took part in a
simple service at the
shrine before being

The Papal Nuncio with Caversham clergy, servers and flower girls.

entertained to supper
in the Parish Hall.
Although primarily
concerned with retrac-
ing a route likely to
have been taken by
medieval pilgrims from
the Abbey of St James

in Reading to his
shrine in North
Western Spain, the
party were clearly

much impressed by the
shrine of Our Lady at
Caversham which
added an extra, and
unexpected, dimension
to their own journey.

— Photo by K. Turner

— Photo by K. Turner

The Papal Nuncio meets Sisters Anne and Mary Aidan from The

Visitation Convent.
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TALKING POINT

Revd. N. J. Hardcastle

Vicar, St. Barnabas Church

ENJOY CAVERSHAM'S FEASTS

Do you like feasts? Naturally!

Do you like free food? Perhaps even a glass of
free wine? Who doesn’t?

Do you like good company? Meeting new
people? Of course.

Are you interested in the local community?
You wouldn’t read the Bridge otherwise would
you.

Do you like to see old customs kept still full of
life? And, whether you are religious or not
yourself, do you take an interest in what happens
when local religious communities meet?

If so, who not make a point of visiting your
local Church of England or Catholic Church for its
PATRONAL FESTIVAL? Or indeed inquiring about
your Free Church’s ANNIVERSARY.

Local Vicar feasts 38 times in 7 years!

| have now been in Caversham for 7 years and 3
months. In that time my waist has expanded. Could
it be Patronal Festivals are to blame? There have
been 39 Patronal festivals in the Church of England
Churches of Caversham since | arrived and | have
been to 38 of them! (I missed one of the eight St
Peter’s Days for the 60th Anniversary of our own
Church’s Consecration and Dedication of our new
parish). Each of these 38 Patronal festivals was, in its
way, enjoyable as well as edifying. Each festival
usually consists of a special service followed by
FREE refreshments afterwards. Anyone is welcome.

All Welcome at Our Patronal Festivals

Unless they fall on a Sunday the dates are:

St Barnabas Day 11th June (service usually at
8pm)

* St John’s Day 24th June (service usually at 8pm)
« St Peter’s Day 29th June (service usually at 8pm)

« St Margaret’s Day 20th July (Service usually at
7.30pm)

« St Andrew’s Day 30th November (Service usually
at 8pm)

Anyone can turn up. Atheists and agnostics or
members of other religions are welcome to observe
the service as welcome guests. They need not
compromise their beliefs by pretending to join in.
People from other Christian denominations who
receive communion there can receive communion.
The Roman Catholic Church doesn’t usually like
their members to receive because of genuine
theological differences. Anyone is welcome to
come to the communion rail to receive a blessing.
(Bow your head and put your hands behind your
back if you don’t want communion.) Try the wide
variety of excellent refreshments, and introduce
yourself to a few people. “I'm X, are you from this
church? Been here long? Good food isn’t it?” And
so the conversations start.

—
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Different Characters

Each festival is different. St Margaret’s has the
charm of an ancient village church and
refreshments in the open air, usually on a warm
Summer Evening. St Andrew’s has an excellent
hall for the refreshments. St John’s may eat and
drink in the church itself. Most churches have a
choir that does something special. St Peter’s was
particularly good this year. Last year St Barnabas
Day fell on a Sunday so we had a formal
communion in the morning and did a “This is you
life St Barnabas” in the evening, with about 20
characters in full costume. “All the way from
Tarsus . . . You haven’t seen him for 2000 years,
your old friend and partner PAUL.” etc. This year
we were more traditional and none the worse for
that. Sometimes a music group will play.
Occasionally we have had dancers. Preachers
visit from near and far. Old friends return. We sing
the time honoured hymns of the season, and a
few new ones too. The celebration of our patron
Saints, which have gone on ever since the
churches were built, sometimes many centuries
ago, still continue, changed no doubt, but in
essence still the same throughout the centuries.

The Ordinary, Lovely People of God

Here in each of these feasts are ordinary people,
just like you and me - ordinary folk who try and fail
to do these greatest of all things perfectly, but also
in part we succeed, and so reflect a little of that
bright glory of God, the glory of his love. Here we
see them, not the excited crowds of an evangelical
rally, nor the grand people of formal occasions in
Westminster Abbey, not the holiest of monks and
nuns. Here they are, God’s ordinary people,
marvellous in their ordinariness, glorious in their
penitence, lovely in their faithfulness and the gentle
caring of their lives.

Saints Feast on Earth and in Heaven

The saints we celebrate and ask to pray for us
were ordinary too. These were not great academics
not distant serene mystics, nor terrible ascetics.
They were ordinary working people with ordinary
mundane lives like you and me. Like us they were
failures at following the perfect example of Christ’s
love. But they, like us, sometimes wonderfully
reflected the glory of the Lord on whom their hearts
were set, and that reflected light has lit up the whole
world. The Saints had no virtue of their own but
they were filled sometimes by Christ’s grace and
love. These famous saints no longer walk this earth.
This day they are with their Lord in paradise, sharing
in a perfect feast of love. Here on earth, in ways dim
and glorious, mundane and holy, faithful and lovely,
the saints of Caversham gather at our dim but lovely
foretaste of that great eternal feast of love.

The Editors wish to make it clear that the
views expressed In this newspaper do
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

Published by Caversham Christian
News Ltd, Church Street, Caversham,
Reading.

Tel: 01734 471703.

Typasat by Right Image Graphics Co. Ltd.,
Unit 1, 151-155 Cardiff Road, Reading.
Tol: 01734 393032

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd

All advertising copy should be sent to Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, C:
The dates for November will be Monday 30 September and Wednesday 1 October.
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ANGLICAN

St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s
8.00am Holy Communion

6.30pm Evensong (st Sunday)
6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)

St Andrew’s
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.15am The Eucharist (with hymns)
6.30pm Evening Prayer

found on the Church notice boards.

St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion

Sunday)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham

8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)

Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)

6.30pm Evening Worship (1st Sunday)

An up to date list of weekday Services will be

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)

SUNDAY SERVICES

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm -

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion (st Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Anne’s Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am and
6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 9.00am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of
the month)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road
11.00am every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street,
Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House — Meeting for Worship
7.30pm. (last Sunday)

House study groups Sept-June Tel: 475783.

11.00am Family Communion (Ist, 3rd and 5th

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am Sunday School

11.00am Divine Worship
7.00pm Evening Service

POSTBAG
DRUGS

Dear Editor,

A below-teenage
bomb is about to
explode. Todayl re-
ceived information that
not only teenagers but
children are experi-
menting with different
drugs. This will escalate
if the Church does not
awaken to the fact.
These are children from
a Christian background
who see their friends
using drugs without
apparent ill effects.

These young people
are part of today’s
instant gratification trend
which ~ Society  has
conspired to encourage,

Suwmmerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RESPITE AND
HOLIDAY STAY

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING
Phone: Reading (01734) 472164

Reading (01734) 472346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

and the Church must

face up to the danger
without delay.

Yours etc.
Ted Burnell

11 Bristow Court,
Harley Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Have mercy
upon me Oh
Lord for | am
weak
Psalm 6:2

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:

1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations
they have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.80am
Tel: 483466

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome.
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' BEETLING ABOUT

The very fact that I
am writing this col-
umn at all indicates
how much we are
missing Katy. Her
lively prose was
most people’s first
read and we look for-
ward to the time
when she can contin-
ue. Sadly, her health
is not good and the
thorough investiga-
tions she has had
about her eye prob-
lems have not result-
ed in any significant
improvement as yet.
Indeed, she cannot
walk out from home
very far and so her
cheery face is anoth-
er miss. She is trying
to rest and relax as
much as possible
and will return to
her hypnotherapist

for further treat-
ment too. Keep
going, Katy, and

come back to us
soon.

HECTOR

PURVER
Our faithful layout

man for nearly 30
years is celebrating
his golden wedding
and deserves more
than a note on this
page. Read more
about him on page 9.

ADVERTISING
MANAGER

Peggy Maule,
whose husband Eric
died so recently and
both well known in
Caversham, has
asked me to make a
further plea for
assistance. She
stresses quite firmly
that she has no
desire to give up, but
she has reached the
point when she feels
that a back-up would
be most useful. Is
there someone
among our readers
who could help her?
We are fortunate in
being well supplied
with advertisers, so
it’s not a question of
having to tout for
custom - it’s really at
present to be able to
check whether the

DREWEATT :-NEATE
—— HOLLOWAYS ——

. FINE ART AUCTIONEERS ESTABLISHED 1759

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes.

The professional alternative to London

advertisements are
printed correctly
and to count up the
space allocated to
them in the paper.
And it would be for
the present just
learning how the ads
get into the paper
and to be cognisant
in case of an emer-
gency. If this is get-
ting to you, please
give Peggy a ring on
01734 471816 and
have a word about it.

OWEN JEWISS

I don’t want to
make this edition a
eulogy for all those
who give their time
voluntarily to seeing
that a well rounded
paper is published
every month, but it
would not go amiss
to mention Dr. Owen
Jewiss who has done
so much in the past
couple of years to
keep us au fait with
what is going on in
the wider aspects of
Christian faith and
practice. His pic-
tures have been most
welcome too and we
are grateful for his
thoughtful input.

ST. PETER’S
TREES

The churchyard
often has commen-
dation for the early
spring showing of
aconites and snow-
drops and this year I
have mnoticed the
variety of trees that
have been planted.
The most spectacu-
lar for me was the

Liriodendron
Tulipifera, known as
the Tulip tree or
Whitewood. I was
shown its amazing
flowers, in pale
green cups for which
you had to look care-
fully, as they were
almost the same
colour as the pale
green leaves. I must
make a note to
remind you all to
look for them next
year. A  gingko
(maidenhair tree)
also flourishes and I
was interested to
read that it is the
only representation
of plant life surviv-
ing from prehistoric
times - well before
the ice age. A catalpa
is also flourishing
rather too well - but
it is a lovely shape.

ROWING

I always enjoy a
day at Henley, even
in the rain, and it is
particularly reward-
ing if you can actual-
ly cheer for a chum
who is rowing. The
London team I sup-
port was knocked
out in one of the
early rounds so it
was good to look for
the son of John and
Regula Adams from
St. Peter’s. Richard
was rowing for the
University of
London and made it
to the semi-finals,

when they were
beaten by their great
rivals, Imperial

College - who them-
selves were defeated
in the final. Later
Richard was picked
to row for Great

ANGLICAN

947 9130.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

" Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road. Tel:

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 947 1703)

Britain in the under
23s in the Nations
Cup in Belgium. He
and his partner - a
coxless pair, came
11th out of 18, so a
very good start to a
couple who hope to
emulate, if not bet-
ter, Redgrave and
Pinsent in the years
to come. Why not?
Richard has only
done one year at
King’s, so I look for-
ward to seeing him
at Henley often.

SPORTS

We are fortunate to
have the Thames for
our water sports.
The Prime Minister
has called for more
money to be spent at
grass roots and our
Olympic results are
pathetic, and here in
Caversham we have
this marvellous
opportunity of
acquiring the Elliott
site as a playing
field. Thameside
School would love it!

WAITROSE . . .

Ido love my corner
shop and this week I
very nearly scored a
first. I had done all
my shopping with-
out seeing one per-
son that I knew. I
could hardly believe
it. Then at the cash
desk I saw two
friends. (The more
friends the merrier,
as it saves me money
on telephone calls
when I shop as the
very people I've been
trying to ring are
then pushing their

trolleys). The man-
ager has taken
Customer Service to
a fine art - he too
seems to know most
of us and will turn
his hand to all the

jobs - emptying
heavily laden trol-
leys, filling up
shelves, even pro-

ducing recipes from
something caught on
the radio. The staff
all seem to have
been there for ever,
itself a sign of a
happy ship.

. AND OTHERS

All my eggs aren’t
in one basket and
the free range come
from the local green-

grocer, where bar-
gains in bedding out
plants are to be
found. Indeed, all

the smaller shops
need our suport too
and I’'m sure most
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have their
locally.

readers
favourites
Tesco, the other
superstore is for
winter and spring
when a walk on the
towpath beforehand
(kingfisher, heron,
grebe for starters)
gives a good glow to
the shopping. No, we
don’t need another
superstore - let’s
have a playing field
instead.

GROUP
MINISTRY
The Anglican
Church in

Caversham works as
a Group Ministry. It
is very good to know
that when there are
difficulties and gaps
to be filled, all in the
group offer their ser-
vices immediately.
Thank you all for
this piece of
Christian care.

A THE
OLD DAIRY
rm Shop

FOODS YOU CAN TRUST AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES

Do all your food shopping under one roof and
enjoy organic quality food all week long
The OLD DAIRY Farm Shop,
Path Hill Farm, Whitchurch
Nr Pangbourne

OPEN WED-SAT 10AM-5PM

Tel: (01734) 842392

“BEST FARM SHOP IN BRITAIN”
— BBC Food Lovers Guide to Britain 1996/7

Suprema

OFFERS

J

PLEASE DON’T THROW AWAY
KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

A\
GENERAL m
HANDYMAN

any job around the house or garden
FOR EXAMPLE:
DECORATING, COVING, TILING,
KITCHEN FITTING, ELECTRICAL
WIRING, PATIO LAYING, GARDEN
LANDSCAPING AND
MAINTENANCE

Rey Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.

Tel: 947 2788.

(Rev. Andrew Tyler, Hon. Asst Priest)

Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel: 947 8239.
Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,

The Vicarage, St John's Road. Tel: 947 1814.

Rev Sheila Nunn, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 947 2070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park Village.
Tel. 947 5152.

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Rosemary Fletcher, 72 Highmoor Rd. Tel: 947 2223
Vic Downs (Deacon) 9 Woodlands Grove. Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green. Tel: 947
7697

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Vacant at present

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Church Office Tel: 947 4529

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST

AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE’'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 477713

Telephone Reading (01734) 677033

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements

Quality Work — Keen Prices
No Job Too Small — Free Estimates

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787. SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS
e CONTACT: BRIAN STEPHENS Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
TELEPHONE: (01734) 476372 Tel: 972 3418

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

Answerphone in use NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD

Rev. A. N. Lawrence, 6a Hemdean Road. Tel: 947 0816.

e
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ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM

26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

>
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JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at

Tel: Reading 475939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division

Tel: Reading 471528/475172
Fax: 01734 461380

2

SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

0 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (01734) 472048

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

ACE

CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL - SUPPLIED - EXPERTLY
FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
FIRE RETARTED - THE COMPLETE CARPET
SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST
MASTER FITTERS.

TELEPHONE - READING
01734 475919
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CYCLE
CENTRE

CYCLE SALES, REPAIRS, SPARES,
ACCESSORIES AND CLOTHING

LARGE RANGE — FRIENDLY SERVICE

New cycles — Brilliant Prices |
Servicing & Repairs — All on site, all makes
Full Range of Accessories and parts, most
extensive range in town

Clothing and helmets for all types — all seasons
Secondhand often available (full guaranteed)
Free Ist Services

D & G CYCLE CENTRE

Establabed
1967

110 Henley Road, Caversham
Tel: (01734) 463050 II
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RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

OUR VILLAGE

Is it any longer appro-
priate to call
Caversham a village?
Nostalgia comes up
with the answer ‘yes’
but already it is larger
than many a town,
dwarfing in size, for
instance, Henley and
Wallingford. Yet there
is still much of a village
about it. The houses
and shops are still inter-
mingled; it hasn’t got a
town hall or anything
resembling one and its
parish church stands
apart from its centre.
Most people who live
here want to retain its
village character. The
real threat is not that it
will turn into a town,
(some developers from
outside already refer to
it as that) but that it will
become an anonymous
suburban sprawl.

Open green spaces
are disappearing
before our eyes. The
large gardens which
were once a character-
istic feature are becom-
ing a thing of the past.
And throughout it all
hurtles a constant
stream of traffic,
though that is some-
thing it shares with
many a village.

As the prospect of a
large superstore close
to the centre refuses to
go away and as a ques-
tion mark hangs over
what is going to hap-
pen to Abbotsmead
and the wasteland next
to it, scarcely a thing of
beauty at the moment
as it is a mass of bram-
bles and weeds, anxiety
has been renewed
about dense urban
development in what
was once a South
Oxfordshire village that
even now retains ves-
tiges of its former char-
acter.

Letters have been
written, a public meet-
ing has been arranged
and a petition is circu-
lating in the hope of
preventing or at least
mitigating the worst
effects of these threats.
Since the spoliation of
Bugs Bottom in the
face of sustained, well
argued and hard fought
opposition (and it was
a planning officer who
said ‘If Bugs Bottom
goes anything can go’)
there is understandably
trepidation that
Caversham will get

engulfed by yet another
unwanted  develop-
ment.

WHO IS TO BLAME?
The natural reaction to
all this is to look round

for a culprit and the-

usual one to point at is
the local council and
particularly the plan-
ners. Whilst they can-
not be exonerated of all
blame in every case,
there are points to
remember. They are
under intense pressure
from developers to
release more land and
to provide even more
houses. To the south of
Reading the position is
even worse, as parishes
battle to retain their
identity in the face of
central  government
insistence that, not hun-
dreds, but thousands
more houses are built
bringing even closer
the nightmare of a face-
less Readingstoke.

In recent years the
powers of local authori-
ties have been so whit-
tled away that they are
in most cases, and this
applies particularly to
planning, simply a rub-
ber stamp for central
government policy
which has already laid
down what can and
what cannot be passed.
Modifications can
often be extracted,
though local planners
must be vigilant to see
that they are adhered
to, but if a whole appli-
cation is rejected
because the public and
councillors don't like it
even though it com-
plies with planning reg-
ulations, then the appli-
cant can simply take it
to appeal and if he
wins, any modifications
go by the board and
the council could find
itself paying out hefty
compensation.

So before hurling
brickbats at local coun-
cillors it might be more
fruitful to ask some
pretty tough questions
of the candidates who
will be putting them-
selves forward in the
general election which

is now only months

away.
None of this is to say
that local councils

should have a com-
pletely free hand. If
they did, anything or
nothing could well be
built. What is needed is

an acknowledgement
that local people know
their area and what is
needed and what will
be acceptable.

IGN OF
THE TIMES

It is the holiday month.
Familiar faces are tem-
porarily absent as their
owners seek the coast,
the hills or the attrac-
tions of foreign fields.
Those returning from
the latter are frequently
heard to say, ‘It was so
clean there!” and they
have not all been to
that spick and span
country Switzerland.
Time was when visiting
France for instance that
travellers would say,
‘Beautiful country, but
they do leave a lot of lit-
ter about’. Now it is the
other way round.
England is the mucky
one whilst France is
pretty tidy. Even the
less highly developed
countries which have
problems with the dis-
posal of their rubbish
like parts of Spain who
don’t know what to do
with their building rub-
ble except to dump it
wherever, have tidy
towns. What has hap-
pened here? The slo-
gan ‘Keep Britain Tidy’
can only produce a wry
smile. If only it were.

Weeds growing in
the streets have surely
never been as notice-
able as they are this
summer, some are
nearly knee high. The
cause is two-fold. The
long  cold winter
delayed the growing
period, which resulted
in a sudden spurt of
growth when the
weather changed. The
other cause is the cutin
public expenditure
which has led to
reduced street mainte-
nance. Cuts in public
expenditure are all very
well when the money
simply is not there but
a daily trawl through
the press will reveal
heavy expenditure on
projects or occasions
of dubious public bene-
fit. It cannot be repeat-
ed too often: there is
nothing wrong about
public expenditure as
long as it is directed
towards public benefit.
Private affluence and
public squalor is the
hallmark of a degener-
ate society.

GRAFFITI REMOVAL
In last month’s issue |
drew attention to the
offensive graffiti sully-
ing the non-vehicle sec-
tion of the Mount and

which has been
removed by  the
Council’s graffiti

removal team. | specu-
lated on how long it
would remain clear.
The answer is between
two and three weeks
but there is far less of it
now and it is less offen-
sive. There is little
doubt that graffiti and
litter attracts more graf-
fiti and litter. Removing
it will not bring about a
permanent improve-
ment but it does
encourage a gradual
improvement - and of
course it costs money.
The number for the
removal of graffiti is
0800 834035.

JOIN YOUR

RESIDENTS’
ASSOCIATION
Shortly a leaflet
exhorting you to join
your local residents’
association will land
on your doormat.

Don't throw it away
with the junk mail. It
isn’t junk. Instead, if
you are not already a
member, fill in the
membership applica-
tion form it contains
and return it to the
address shown.
Membership  of a
strong residents’ asso-
ciation is a way of mak-
ing your voice heard.

THE SALVATION ARMY
1996 CAROL CONCERT

at

THE HEXAGON
READING

7 DECEMBER 1996
4PM AND 7.45PM

TICKETS
4PM £7, £6, £5
7.45PM £8, £7, £6
(USUAL CONCESSIONS £1)

PRIORITY TICKETS
ORDERED FROM:
BEN GRAHAM
GLEN COTTAGE
CHALKHOUSE GREEN
ROAD
KIDMORE END
RG4 9AU

Tel: 01734 723394

before 7 October
1996

LOVELY FRENCH COTTAGE

Recently restored cottage in Northern
Brittany, 20 minutes drive from sea.
Edge of village with fine views. Large
accommodation for 6 + cot.

Brittany Ferries 15% discount
Midweek bookings available
Yiacre garden and B-B-Q
477525

Cutts & Co.

Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

Providing a complete range of services for
the small to medium sized business and
personal tax client

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

11 Church Street, Reading, RG1 2SB
Tel: (01734) 505678 Fax: (01734) 569955

s

CONSERVATREE
Print & Design

Specialists in the use of environmental & re-cycled
paper for all printing applications.
10% DISCOUNT for Churches, Schools,
Charities, & Welfare Groups.
Free artwork offer on Reading’s STD code change

THE COURTYARD, 368 CHURCH STREET,CAVERSHAM
(LOCATED IN CHESTER STREET CAR PARK)
TEeL: 0118 947 9120 FAx: 0118 946 3959

—
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For the first few years
after the inauguration
of Churches Together
in 1990 Caversham
experienced a succes-
sion of fine September
Sundays in which to
hold its Open Air
Service. Then in 1994
and 1995 it rained and
the Service was trans-
ferred to neighbour-
ing St Peter’s Church.
So in 1996 it was
decided that to avoid
the rains of
September
Service would Dbe
transferred to May.
What better occasion
to hold a Service of
Worship and Praise
than on Whitsunday.
Instead of being hid-
den away in the natur-
al amphitheatre of
Caversham Court
would it not be better
to witness our faith to
the community by
holding the Service in
Christ Church
Meadows? Thus it was
all arranged for
Whitsunday 1996 and
then - it rained!

Not to be beaten by
the elements it was
finally decided to hold
the postponed Service
on the afternoon of
Sunday 14 July. It was
a hot and sultry, over-
cast afternoon with a
threat of rain! A repre-
sentative gathering of
about 50 people, quite
the fewest we have
ever seen, came from
the churches in
Caversham to a site
adjacent to the chil-
dren’s play area.
There were probably
more of the general
population in the
area. Like the few
apostles on the first
Whitsunday we did
indeed witness to our
faith. Certainly 3,000
souls were not added
to our number but
maybe the Holy Spirit
did speak to some who
were in earshot.

Led by the Revd Bill
Carpenter, clergy
from Baptist,
Methodist, Roman

Catholic and Anglican

JAROUND THE CHURCHES}!

churches took part.
After a shaky start
four brass players led
the singing, which
considering the num-
bers present and the
fact that it was in the
open air was reason-
able. The Revd Peter
Edwards  preached
enthusiastically about

God’s Holy Spirit and
His power. Jean
Maynard’s group of
young dancers pro-
duced a delightful
liturgical dance that I
interpreted was to do
with the wind of the
Spirit and the tongues
of fire. Graham Smith
sang about the Holy

CAVERSHAM’S OPEN AIR SERVICE

Spirit to the accompa-
niment of his guitar.
Those who were there
were convincing
enough but the occa-
sion hardly reflected
the opportunity for
Witness, Worship and
Praise one would have
expected from the ten
or more congregations

from Caversham, nei-
ther did it equal the
numbers we get when
we meet behind closed
doors in January dur-
ing the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity.
Do we need to think
again about how we
witness to our faith in
public?

- Owen Jewiss

The clergy leading the Service with some of the Jean Maynard Dance Group on the left and the
brass ensemble on the right.

Some of those who attended the Open Air Service.

W

caversham park
village association

Charity Reg. No. 272950

KEEP FIT AT
THE MILESTONE CENTRE

SQUASH/RACKET BALL

A friendly 2 court club
Tel: 545585 or 472589

BADMINTON
Monday evenings, Wed & Friday mornings
Tel: 476269

Thursday evenings from 8pm

i TABLE TENNIS
Tel: 479886

e

YOGA

Monday afternoons from 1.30pm
Tel: 470535

— Owen Jewiss

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST YOUTH CLUB

On a Friday evening in July the “Pebbles & Gems” section of the
Baptist Youth Club hosted their own version of the Generation
Game. Instead of “Brucie” we had Robert Strong, with his lovely
assistant Mrs. Shirley Strong on the Gong. Four pairs of contestants
were chosen and the fun started with two sets of games. The first
couples had to copy a disco dance that had been choreographed by
three of the older girls, and then take part in a sound effects game in
which they had to identify different sounds on tape.

The second pair of couples had to do some karaoke to the football
song “It’'s coming home”, and then draw parts of the body on. to a
paper cut-out of a human.

For the final there was a sketch written by Robert Strong and
Richard Ousley, and the game ended with the conveyor belt which
included a cuddly toy. An entrance fee of 20p was made and the pro-
ceeds were given to “Feed the Children” — now named “Children’s
Aid” — all who took part said the evening was a great success.

ESTER HAM
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &

=
()]  GENERAL REPAIRS,
M  KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone

READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Boldendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron.

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882
... Comfort, Care & Companionship

Silverdale
qs:

Services
Helping people to live at home

Domiciliary care at home service

Friendly Staff
Competitive rates

Managed by owners of Goldendale
Retirement home

IE
Please telephone
01734 595159

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582
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DUSSELDORFERS IN CAVERSHAM

F THE 23 families from Diisseldorf who recently paid a week’s visit to Reading in connection with the
Reading/Diisseldorf Churches group, 10 stayed with Caversham families. Their activities during the week were varied,
beginning with a Civic Reception and a tour of the council offices (for which we thank the Mayor and Mayoress very
much), followed by a tour of the town for those who were here for the first time. ' '

The committee of the Reading-Dusseldorf Churches Group which organised t

Y

he recent exchange.

Revd. David Moody and Pfarrer Grebenstein with Eleonore Dedring, widow of one of the German
founders of the Churches Interchange group.

< coMPUTER ASSISTED [ TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
VISION EXAMINATION
« GLAUCOMA TESTING . EYECARE
« CONTACT LENSES ”b i ZOIAW ,
OPHTHALMIC

e QUALITY
e SERVICE
e FASHION

e VARILUX
CENTRE

OPTICIANS

=
T i
« DESIGNER FRAMES ~—J—"
ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
READING TEL: (01734) 472099
OPPOSITE WAITROSE

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE’RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
" TELEPHONE: READING 477713

Ryben TEISS
Christian Dior

e COMPETITIVE PRICES

On Saturday morn-

ing we had a working

breakfast at
Caversham  Heights
Methodist Church

where we discussed the
attitude of Christians
to other religions in our
modern multi-faith
society. The rest of the
weekend was free for
them to “do their own
thing” with or without
their hosts. Some of
them went to church
with their hosts, others
thoroughly enjoyed a 12
mile walk through our
lovely countryside on

the St. Birinus
Pilgrimage from
Blewbury to Dorchester

or joined the pilgrims
for tea or a barbecue
supper.

Monday was our big
day out. 50 Germans
with their English
friends started from
Caversham Heights at
7.30am and, after pick-
ing up another 30 in
South Reading, trav-
elled to Salisbury on a
double-decker bus,
arriving in time for cof-
fee at Sarum College,
followed by tours of the
cathedral, its tower or
its workshops. Lunch in
the college, a short talk
on its ecumenical train-
ing by the director, and
we all piled back into
the bus to travel fur-
ther back in time to the
Standing Stones of
Avebury. The Germans
did enjoy their English
cream tea with home-
made cake and scones,
provided for us by the
Avebury W.I. The

weather was kind and
everyone voted it an
excellent day out.

The days of Tuesday
and Wednesday were
“free” time. Some went
to London, Oxford or
Windsor, to the
University Museum of
Rural Life, or visited
Park Lane or Upcroft

primary schools (so
much quieter and more
peaceful than their

German counterparts,)
or Brookfield Special
School where they were
impressed by the caring
atmosphere and the
dedication of the staff.
On Tuesday evening
we had a service at
Park U.R.C. Church,
part in English and
part in German, led by
the English group’s
chaplain, David Moody,
with the address in
English (with a
German translation) by
Pfarrer Grebenstein,
the leader of the
Disseldorf group. The
Wednesday  evening
saw the “Farewell
Party” at Our Lady of
Peace Roman Catholic
Church in Reading; a
bring and share supper
followed by a demon-
stration of Scottish
Dancing in which some
of the English and
Germans joined.
Thursday lunch-time
saw them all on their

way home, grateful for .

all that had been done
for them, looking for-
ward to renewing
friendships next year
when it is our turn to
visit Dusseldorf.

[T ANDRFWG |
ST ANDREW'’S
FELLOWSHIP

Fellowship members
enjoyed a lovely, sunny
afternoon outing to see the
garden of Mill Cottage,
Goring, inJuly. The garden
is right on the riverside, on
the site of an old mill, and is
very beautiful. They were
met by the owners wife,
who made them welcome,
The party then proceeded
to Dorchester where they
went round the Abbey and
had tea, some in the Abbey
tearooms, and others in «
tea room along the street
which specialised in deli-
cious cakes.

Members were joined by
two of the Reading-
Diisseldorf exchange party,
who thoroughly enjoyed
the visit.

NEWS OF THE
ALLSOPP FAMILY

Several weeks ago I met up
with Denis Allsopp and was
able to hear news of all the
family which I now pass on
to you. Christine is as busy as
ever and Denis was his usual
cheerful self. David has just
ended his first year working
for his PhD at Cambridge,
and has been to California
and Mexico. He is a half blue
for Archery for the University.
Katharine has just finished
her first year at Brighton
University, studying illustra-
tion at the school of Art.
Tom hopes to go (o
University to read philosophy
having completed his first
year in the sixth form. He is
an avid skateboarder.

MK

ST MARGARET'S PATRONAL FESTIVAL - A SPECIAL OCCASION

When St Margaret’s cele-
brated their Patronal
Festival on Saturday July
20th they were able to
use the treasured Savill
Flagon at Communion.
Some who attended the
service and were able to
see this valuable piece of
Elizabethan silver may
like to know more about
it. The fact that it was
under guard throughout
the evening stresses just
how important it is. Some
fifteen years ago or more
it was valued around
£30,000; today that price
is likely to have doubled.
It is a well known piece of
Elizabethan ecclesiasti-
cal silver and has been on
display in New York.
Below is a piece written
about the Flagon by J. H.
Baker in his booklet
Mapledurham  Church
and Village, now out of
print.

THE SAVILL

FLAGON
“The Savill Flagon is a
beautiful specimen, the
only ‘round bellied’
Elizabethan Flagon
belonging to the church
in Oxfordshire. It bears
the hallmark 1598 with
the maker’s mark R.S - .
The bowl is ornamented
in flat repoussé work,
chased with scroll work
and flowers, and embell-
ished with a coat of
arms . . . around which
is engraved in stippled
script characters ‘The
Guift of Lady Margaret
Savill”

Lady Margaret was
the wife of Sir Henry
Savill, Provost of Eton,
1596-1622.

With its rich ovolo
moulding and the pro-
jecting flange beneath
the bowl this example of
these very rare flagons
is perhaps a finer speci-

men than the pairs at
Cirencester (1576) and

Rendcombe (1592),
though the four
Gloucestershire ones

are considerably taller
and more massive. The
height of the Savill
Flagon is eleven and a
half inches.

Lady Savill presented
two identical flagons to
Eton College, which
gave one to
Mapledurham and the
other to Worplesdon
Church, Surrey.

Sir Henry Savill hav-
ing been knighted in
1604, the ‘guift’ must be
dated in or after that
year”.

St Margaret’s are not
able to use the Flagon at
every Patronal Festival
because it is kept at
Eton College, Patron of
the living, and it must
be four years or more
since it made its last

appearance prior to
1996.

Most of the congrega-
tion know of the Savill
Flagon, but I doubt they
realise the church had a
statue of St Margaret in
the thirteen hundreds.
I didn’t until I read Mr
Baker’s book on
Mapledurham and then
checked what I discov-
ered with Dr Cooke’s.
Early History  of
Mapledurham, agan
out of print but a very
erudite work by a great
scholar and vicar ©
Mapledurham (1920-
1934). He mentions the
will of Sir John Bardo]f
the Younger and in it i
written ¢ . . one wax
taper . . . before the
image of St Margaret”.
The statue was proba-
bly destroyed after the
Civil War, if not before.

M.K.
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NEW DEACONS FOR ST BARNABAS,
ST PETER'S AND ST MARGARET'S

mong those whom the Bishop of Oxford
will be ordaining deacon in the Cathedral
n 29 September will be two lay people
from the Caversham area. Edward Tildesley will
be attached to St Barnabas, Emmer Green, and
Cathie Pynn to St Peter’s, Caversham, and St.
Margaret’s, Mapledurham, but as Ministers in
Secular Employment (MSEs) their main min-
istry will be elsewhere. For the past three years
both have been following the St Albans and
Oxford Ministry Course, a part-time course
involving an evening a week in Oxford, two
weekends and a nine day spell away during the
rest of the year, much study in their own time
and numerous essays. It is a course undertaken
by men and women, many of whom are still pur-
suing their normal working lives, that requires
dedication, commitment, sacrifice and a fervent
desire to serve God. It also requires a tolerant,
loving and supportive family. The training
course is a route that people of mature years
may take to enter the Stipendiary, Non-
Stipendiary or Local Non-Stipendiary Ministry,
to become Readers or simply to obtain a theo-
logical qualification.

EDWARD
TILDELSEY

Edward Tildesley is one of the good things that
have come from the new houses in Bugs Bottom;
he and his family moved to the lower end of
Tredegar Road a year ago. For 18 years he has
been teaching religious studies in secondary
schools, having graduated with a B Ed. in theol-
ogy from Durham University. For twelve years
he taught religious studies at Norwich School
where he was a Housemaster. He moved to
Pangbourne College as a full-time lay chaplain,
one of only three such appointments in the
country. There he not only taught religious stud-
ies but had a pastoral role. He left there after
five years so that he could spend more time on
his studies during the final year of his ministry
course, which he was able to combine with some
teaching in Reading at the Abbey School; he is
also Visiting Chaplain at Cranford House School
in Moulsford. In September he takes up a new
post as Chaplain to Shiplake College and,
although this will be a full time occupation dur-
ing term time, he will assist at St Barnabas dur-

. ing the holidays.

Edward comes from Wolverhampton where,
from an early age, he was involved in his local
church and was strongly influenced by David
Tustin, his vicar (now the Bishop of Grimsby).
This and his educational background, a boarder
at prep school and then Uppingham, seem to
have fashioned his life. His focus is on education
but he says he is being ordained because the
Church wants people in work places; his is with
young people. His pilgrimage so far is interest-
ing: Chapel Warden at Durham, six years as a
Reader in the Norwich Diocese where he was
much used in rural ministry, now an elected
Governor and Senior Student on the St Albans
and Oxford Course, where he has been much
influenced by Canon Vincent Strudwick, the
Course Director. Next, in his words, he is to
become a self-supporting member of the clergy.

While in Norwich Edward met and married
Pippa, a Roman Catholic; they have a nine year
old daughter, Dora, and they are very much an
ecumenical family. Relaxation, he says, is as a
trailer sailor, either on the water in his cruiser
at the Sonning Gravel Pits or in Cornwall. He
also confesses to some latent musical talent with
a trombone.

CATHIE PYNN

Cathie and her husband John have lived in
Caversham since the early 70s, first in
Caversham Park and then for nearly 20 years ip
Caversham Heights where they became associ-
ated with St Margaret’s, Mapledurham. (John is
organist there.) Cathie’s route to ordination has
been an ecumenical one; she was brought up as
a Roman Catholic and once contemplated
becoming a nun, whereas John’s background is
in the United Reformed Church. It was, howev-
er, a perceptive remark from Canon Richard

Kingsbury that really set her thinking about
ordination, thoughts which were consolidated
by a discussion with a business colleague and
then the Assistant Diocesan Director of
Ordinands. In rapid succession she was select-
ed for and began her training. She is now at the
end of her final year, one in which she has been
Worship Coordinator for the course.

Cathie is no ordinary person. A Reading
University Maths graduate, she is now Manager
of Business Information Systems at the Reading
branch of the multinational engineering firm
Foster Wheelers, a professional job that itself
takes at least 40 hours a week. This has to be set
alongside the fact that she is also the mother of
three children, the youngest of whom, Michael,
is still at home having just done his GCSE at
Chiltern Edge School. Christopher and
Marianne, the older two, have both been
through university and gained scientific quali-
fications. Husband John is a physicist at the
Transport and Road Research Laboratory in
Crowthorne. Not unnaturally Cathie speaks of
the stresses in undertaking such a course and of
the supportive role of her family and her col-
leagues where she works.

Her future role is interesting. She will not be
a chaplain but an employee like everyone else
with a responsibility to undertake her job to the
best of her ability. However, as a Minister in
Secular Employment she will also be the visible
face of the Church in the workplace affirming
the presence of God in everyday things, show-
ing that He is there sharing in their stresses,
reminding them that Christ suffers with them
and that God’s ministers share the same emo-
tions as the rest of us. She will be the interface
able to disclose God to those at work and to
reflect on the world of work, its problems and
its stresses, to other clergy and to those back in
the church.

Cathie says she is being ordained because she
is convinced that is what God wants her to do.
‘Through ordination she sees herself being
empowered to facilitate her ministry to all,
whether believer or not. As a future priest she
sees herself being able to represent God’s
authority and His love to all.

Cathie is not only caught up with the world of
work. Before embarking on her present job and
that of a Business Systems Consultant she
taught at Hemdean House School for five years
where she was responsible for the introduction
of the computer. This link is still maintained in
her continuing role as Chaplain, in which
capacity she will be responsible for a number of
services during the school year. She is also a
member of the School Council.

THE ST ALBANS AND OXFORD
MINISTRY COURSE

There are now about 100 students on this
course, part of which meets in Oxford on
Tuesdays and part in Dunstable on the follow-
ing day. All the students periodically come
together for residential periods. They represent
a new way of training and some changing pat-
terns of ministry. Caversham, Mapledurham
and Emmer Green will be privileged to have
two of its former students in our midst. May
their future ministry be richly blessed.

OWEN JEWISS

“COME”

An open invitation to all the Christian churches
from St Andrew’s Church.

‘The Fellowship of Contemplative Prayer’ is an
open group which meets at 8.30pm once a week.
(Details of this from Mrs Rosemary Carpenter at
the Vicarage — 9472788). ‘Come Unto me all you
who labour and are heavy laden and I will give
you rest’ (Matt. 11. 28) This is a time well spent
listening to God the Father talking to us instead
of us talking to Him — give Him a little of your
time in silence. We close with Night Prayers or as
some of us know it, ‘Compline’. It is very much
worth while.

“Amen, Come Lord Jesus” (Rev. 22 v. 20).

Tt f9 .

We are indebted to Edward and Pippa Tyldesley for this copy of their family
portrait with daughter Dora and to Cathie and John Pynn for their family
photo; Cathie is in the centre surrounded by daughter Marianne, husband,
John, and sons Christopher and Michael (on extreme right).
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Wedding Photography
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

Z

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE

01734 479450 01734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE
EE ST TEL: 01734 476067

RRONVTHERAPY

LESLIE MAYNERD T.ILD.HA.. MR.QA
THE OAK HOUSE, 80 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 7EX
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CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

Cavcrslmm Hill is set to

at the church of

is followed by the

seem to have agreed. “It

start its third Alpha Holy Trinity talk and afterwards has really been a great

REGISTERED course this month Brompton, in participants break way to learn about
REST HOME (Scptember)umillen peo- London, in the up into small Christianity in a very
ple had already signedup 1980s and  has groups for a discus- basic and easy form,” said

Long and short term stay

for it by the end of July.
The course, designed as
an introduction to the

become so success-
ful as a means of
friendly evangelism

sion.
explains the basics
of Christianity in a

“Alpha

one young mother. The
small-group discussion
format worked well, too.

Full 24‘hOU_T care basic  principles  of that more than four friendly and relaxed “We always seemed to
A lovely house in beautiful Christianity, will run, as thousand  Alpha atmosphere where run out of time just when
) I I I J 1 ;
rounds with a very homel before, nightly on courses are now uests don’t feel things were warmin i
g ry y A : 8 : 8 g b
Wednesdays over a peri- running world-wide bressurised,”  says up,” was a common View. i
atmosphere : ng ! rlogd V) : 2
od of ten weeks. - an increase of one Mr Fairbairn. “We Alpha’s wide appeal was ¥
) : . Crispin Fairbairn, thousand courses in have found that reflected in the ages of y
For further information ri ] 2
ng trainee pastor at the the last  ‘four most people who the guests which ranged
F \ peof g 8

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726

Chapel in Peppard Road,
is thrilled with the suc-

months. They take place,
sometimes slightly adapt-

Crispin Fairbairn

don’t come to church reg-
ularly have only a limited

at the Chapel from twen-
ty to seventy something.

8 BATH ROAD, READING cess of the previous two ed to meetlocal needs, in  as Who is Jesus? Why did unders[;.mlding pf .Wh"“ Caversham Hill
BERKS courses. “About twenty churches of every main-  Jesus die? Why read the the Christian faith is all Chapel’s next Alpha

% guests have attended our  stream denomination as  Bible? and Why and how about. The course lets course begins on

RG1 6ND courses so far this year,” well as in homes, schools  should I pray? them find out for them- September  1lth  at

he says, “and the majority
have become Christians.
We have devised a follow-
up course for them after-

and even prisons.

Many Christian book-
shops are now stockists
of Alpha-elated material

At Caversham Hill
Chapel, Wednesday
evenings follow the rec-
ommended pattern by

selves, ask whatever ques-
tions they want to and
make wup their own
minds.”

7.30pm at the Chapel in
Peppard Road, Anyone
interested can obtain fur-
ther details by telephon-

Where do you find wards and all those who and information about starting with a meal. This ~ The Chapel’s guests ing 474529 or 474781.
» < 5 made a commitment Alpha has recently
FlnanClal AdVlce while on the first course become accessible on the {
took it up and we are Internet. The ten talks Book Review
that is expecting at least six ‘which form the course “Power Lines — Celtic Prayers About Work”

Independent
Local &
Free?

Richard Stainthorp

Independent Financial Adviser

from the second course
to start follow-up in
September”.

The course originated

cover subject reckoned to
be the key questions that
non-churchgoers  have
about Christianity, such

METHODIST PUBLISHING POST

The new chairman of the
Methodist Publishing
House is Dudley Coates of
Crays Pond, Woodcote. A

Circuit, in which he also
served as a Circuit Stewart
until September when (at
the end of the month) his

If you are a listener to “Songs of
Praise” you may remember the edition
earlier this summer from Holy Island,
that very special place for Christians
off the coast of Northumbria, with its
associations in the 7th Century with the
Venerable Bede, and with the compil-
ing of the Lindisfarne Gospel.

The Vicar of Holy Island is David
Adam, and in recent years he has pub-

by David Adam

Celtic prayers have always spoken
to God in a very. direct way, and the
threads of prayer in this little book are
like lines of power connecting us to
God. Whilst it focuses on prayers
relating to the work situation it also
contains many more general prayers,
and I have found the book helpful on
many occasions. Like his other books
it is published by Triangle SPCK and it

23 Oakley Road member of Caversham wife, Mrs. Jean Coates, lished s_everal collections of prayers — costs £4.99.
yenoac, Heights Methodist Church, becomes the curate of and meditations based on the Celtic tra- This is the first of an occasional
Caversham, Du(Iley i50a Ilocal Preacher Wallingford Church dition, the most recent being “Power  series in which recently published
RG4 7RL T e el cisl (Churc; of England) and the Lines — Celtic Prayers  books of interest to our readers will be ]
g » s )
Tel: 01734 461656 . Financlal Silchester Methodist ~family move to that area. About Work”. reviewed.

Management Ltd
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST DIARY

September 1 9am Holy Communion - September 15 11am  Holy Communion - :

Rev. Rosemary Fletcher Rev. Rosemary Fletcher i

1lam  Deacon Vic Downs 6.30pm Rev. Dr. John Ogden of :

BARBARA 6,30pm Rev. Rosemary Fletcher the Town Centre i
LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER Churches b
September 22 11am  Mr. David Beek ‘

September 8 Racial Justice Sunday -

TTam

30 Church Street, Caversham
Tel: 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

6.30pm Deacon Vic Downs

Harvest Festival -

11am  Rev. Rosemary Fletcher

6.30pm Rev. Rosemary Fletcher
and Deacon Vic Downs

Professor Tony Bell,
Minister in Training
6.30pm Holy Communion -
Rev. Rosemary Fletcher

OBITUARY

BARBARA MARY AVIS
With the recent death of Barbara Avis, St Margaret’s have lost
a much loved member of their congregation. Some twenty-
five years ago Barbara began to worship at Mapledurham,
and soon became involved in church life. She was on the
Social Committee and for several years organised the coffee
at the end of Sunday Worship. She also joined the Flower
Arranging Group. I

Outside church life she helped in the community, taking
Meals on Wheels and becoming involved with the Reading
Spastic Society. :

To her many friends she was a tower of strength in their
times of trouble, helping whenever she could. Ask any who I
knew her and they would all tell you she was sweet, loving
and gentle.

A quiet, private person, she shunned publicity but had an
immense hidden strength of character. No one could imag-
ine Barbara riding a motor cycle in the mid-nineteen twen-
ties - but she did. She also took part in a little acting, and was
a member of The League of Health and Beauty.

Born in Reading, she came from an old local family and,
except for the War Years, spent all her married life in
Mapledurham and Caversham.

For over thirteen years she suffered from increasing
Alzheimer’s disease, yet when all communication with her
dear husband, Robert, ceased, love remained.

To Robert, who so faithfully visited her every day whenev-
er possible for the three years she was in the nursing home,
and cared for her at home for many years before, we send
our deepest love and sympathy and to his family also.

September 29

=T
=

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

RICHMOND

BUILDING SERVICES Extensions, loft conversions,
kitchens, bathrooms, patios,

driveways, property maintenance.

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS

Extensions * Alterations
Roofing * Re-pointing
From planning to completion

Reading 484228

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES I

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM
01734 482504

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN A.R.ILC.S.

_Gardiners

————— Estaflished 1968 ————

Chartered Building Surveyor

The specialist agency
or nurses, carers
and their clients.

(01734) 47 66 66
10 Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

RING 01734 510855 BUSINESS
OR 01734 479093 HOME
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A GOLDEN WEDDING

early 30 year ago, Canon
Grimwade, then Editor of
this newspaper, adver-
tised for someone to take over its

layout. He emphasised in the | _

interview that he wanted some-
one who was thinking in long
terms, not just a job for a couple
of years or so, Hector Purver |
accepted the offer and since
those days has kept us all in
order in preparing the copy for

him, and has been most faithful [ ;

every single month since those
. days in the 60s and this is why
" we have such a professional
. looking paper.

.~ Employment as a layout man |
for the Daily Mail and then area
manager for that paper centred
on Reading until he retired
seems a far cry from the heady
days of the war - good for some, |
not so good for others. ‘

To record a meeting in Cairo

and a wedding in Prague one |
must travel back in time when
two journeys began. Sue, her f

parents and two sisters left [

Prague in February, 1940, fled to |
Italy, and after a few weeks to

General Staff Intelligence. A
similar  posting found
| Hector in Cairo too and five
weeks before he was due to
be repatriated they met.
That must have been some
five weeks! After that in
August 1946 Sue, now a Staff
Captain, and Hector, a
Major organising the first
elections in Germany, met
(having attended the
Nuremburg trials as an
observer) on the platform of
Prague Main Station, and
were married during this
leave and honeymooned at
Marienbad.

Hector is a great gardener
in his retirement; sadly his
il large garden was becoming
more of a pain than a plea-
| sure and the couple have
' now moved to a house with
a smaller and more manage-
able garden in Earley. They
have a daughter who is mar-
ried and living in America
who has 2 daughters and a
son, and a son who married
in February 1995 and whose

Turkey, having eluded the Nazis. Hector and Sue were married at the Town Hall, wife has very recently pro-

They then travelled on to Prague on Saturday 24th August 1946.

Jerusalem where she and her

| elder sister joined the ATS. Hector was
| convoyed to the Middle East via Cape
Town, Colombo, Bombay and the Red
Sea and joined the 4th Indian Division
in the Western Desert. He fought in the
first campaign against the Italians and
was then withdrawn to clear Eritrea,
which was done before returning to
confront the Germans in the desert.

We pass over those hostile years and
find that Sue had been posted (after
being commissioned) to Cairo to the

READING & DISTRICT CANCER CARE

35 Prospect St, Caversham, Reading RG4 8JB
Tel: (01734) 462930
We have moved from Hemdean Road to
Prospect Street. Your donated items of
clothes, unwanted gifts, bric-a-brac, china,
glass will be gratefully received.

The money raised from the sale of these
goods supports patients and families of cancer
sufferers in the Reading and District
community.

We also need more volunteers - half a day or
just a few hours a week would be appreciated.
Please pop in or ring the above number.

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

PSYCHOTHERAPIST
HYPNOTHERAPIST

Dip. Couns (Oxon), DHP, MIAH.
Short Term therapy/Long Term results.
Experienced, qualified woman therapist

Evening/weekend appointments available.
For an appointment, brochure and [free
consultation telephone

01734 464085

duced Mark Robert, 8lbs
20zs. All the family will be

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales
* Collection and delivery service
can be arranged
Call us today for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone

J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

together to celebrate this Golden Wedding in November.
All of us working for the Bridge wish the Purvers many
more happy years together.

ENJOYING ANTIQUES

The 1996/97 season of illustrated talks organised by the Chiltern
Edge Antiques Appreciation Society starts on Wednesday 2nd
October and continues on the first Wednesday of each month,
excluding January up to May 1997. Meetings begin at 7.30pm
promptly at the Lecture Room, Chiltern Edge Community
Education Centre, Reades Lane, Sonning Common.

A wide range of interesting subjects is covered and in addition
there are two outings during the season.

If you are interested come and join the Society; the annual sub-
scription is only £8.50. Join at the opening meeting or write to the
Secretary, Mrs J. Bowen, CEAAS, Chiltern Edge Community Centre,
Reades Lane, Sonning Common, Oxfordshire RG4 9LN.

SAFETY STREET

afety Street was

formed about two
years ago by the
Reading Borough
Council in conjunction
with Reading police
with the aim of teach-
ing safety to primary
school children in a real
life atmosphere. You
may have read about it
when the local press
have published illus-
trated articles.

A derelict stable
block on the old cattle
market site off Great
Knollys Street has been
converted under the
direction of Don
Franklin and now con-
tains a series of scenar-
ios resembling film sets
with superb murals
painted on the walls by
a graphic artist stu-
dent. There is a build-
ing site, a railway line
laid by British Rail, a
river scene, a crash car,
a vandalised children’s
playground, the outside

of a house possibly open
to burglars, various
rooms with everyday
hazards for the children
to discover and, of
course, a street. They
are also taught fire
drill, dialling 999 for
the fire and other emer-
gency services and ele-
mentary first aid.

Schools from
Caversham and all over
Berkshire send primary
classes along and the
children are divided
into small groups to
visit each scenario in
turn, where they are
encouraged to question
a trained volunteer and
listen to sound advice.

When duties allow,
police also chat to the
class and the fire
brigade has an engine
and crew to talk to
them and demonstrate
their equipment.

To date, some one
thousand children have
benefited from a visit

and very many more
are waiting to come.
Follow up visits to the
schools have found that
the lessons learned
have been well and
truly remembered. Mrs
Irene Cameron
(Reading Borough
Council) and P.C. Peter
Houlton, the Scheme’s
originators, must be
very proud. In fact,
Safety Street has been
so successful that we
are desperately short of
volunteers. Do come
along to one of our open
days and see for your-
self and be amazed, or
better still, telephone
Patricia Knight, the
organiser at Safety
Street on Reading
512612 or me on
Reading 475174 and
join our happy multi-
aged band of volunteers.
Cyril Kirby
(Some pictures of this
venture will appear
next month.)

AVERSHAM 'OOKSHOP

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 482800

Support your local Bookshop
Our services include:

¢ A wide range of new books and maps in
stock

¢ Next day delivery for most orders

¢ National “Book Tokens” sold and exchanged

¢ A discount scheme on all book purchases

4 Major credit and debit cards accepted

V&I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

® BATTERIES

® D.LY.

@® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

@® KEY CUTTING (Not mortice)
@® PAINTS

® PETFOODS

® PLUMBING FITTINGS

PHONE 01734 474538

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES

Daytime 477466

Phone Evenings 461701

Top Quality Fruit from Our Own Orchards

APPLES, PLUMS, PEARS

Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham
Just off A4074 Caversham/Woodcote Road

Tel: 01734 723167
@ OPEN: WED to SUN, 10am-6pm Cj
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£3 Commercial Property Agents )
Surveyors and Valuers

Surveyors & Valuations of
Commercial & Leisure
Premises for all purposes

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

L 01734-580656

PlCTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461336

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461070. Fax: 01734 461070

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

TAPING
THE BIRDS

s the dawn chorus dwindled to a few lin-
gering voices, only the echo of a distant
ong Thrush, Coal Tit, or Blackbird was
audible. It is true that nothing can quite replace
the real thing, but many good bird-cassettes are
now available to fill those blank days. They are
very useful for learning bird-song, as accompany-
ing experts refer to the significant features of
each songster.

A highly rewarding and fascinating aspect of
bird-watching is that of tape-recording one’s own
birds of garden, country, and woodland. If a few of
the above cassettes have been purchased, they
may them be used for comparison with the DIY
recording.

Portable tape-recorders are reasonably inex-
pensive, adaptable, easy to use, and provide years
of enjoyment with good results. All are fitted with
a built-in microphone, so merely aiming it in the
direction of a singing bird may provide the record-
ing of a lifetime. Day, Date, Time, Venue, brief
weather details and suspected identity of bird
should be added by speaking into the microphone
at time of recording.

Do not attempt to record during strong winds
or excessive traffic noise as these often ruin the
result.

1 still play self-recorded birds from ten or twen-
ty years ago. They sound fresh as when original-
ly taped and often bring back happy memories.
Ensure that each cassette and its container are
appropriately labelled. if then stored in order,
they are easily found.

The more expensive portable recorders have
facility for a plug-in parabolic-reflector, a dish
with microphone inset. This considerably reduces
extraneous noise and enhances the singing bird.
They are quite often fitted with a cassette-speed
control, with which incredible results can be
obtained. One of the most beautiful sounds I have
heard was an American wren at ‘reduced-speed’.
As most wrens introduce a trill into their song,
perhaps ours would sound rather similar. I have
yet to experiment!

My own tape-recorder has been ever ready on
long-distance car journeys. It has also served in
lieu of lengthy letter-writing; the original cas-
settes being used time and time again by each of
us ‘voicing-over’ the recorded material.

Lectures and letter have been retained on tape,
as well as several years of a very complete ‘Daily

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

CHIROPODIST

Phone Reading 470762 evenings

The Enterining oks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Landcare
GARDEN SERVICES

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting,

shrub pruning, beds & borders

Call Ron Darby on 470391

Diary’. The uses are almost endless.

Most significantly, recordings of family and
pets may live forever, with one’s own voice along-
side them.

Scops Owl

Reading Gospel Choir at CCFF '96.

Caversham  Charity
Folk Festival 1996,
held over the weekend
14/16 June, raised
over £3,600 for nine
local Charities.

The Charities sup-
ported at this year’s
Festival were Red
Cross (Reddowns pro-
ject), Berkshire Autistic
Society, Camp
Mohawk, The Cystic
Fibrosis Trust, Thames
Valley Association for
Mental Health, Cruse

(bereavement  coun-
selling), Berkshire
Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre,
Reading Industrial

Therapy Organisation
and the Air and Army
Cadets.

Concerts, dances,
singarounds, work-
shops, musicians’ ses-
sions, a variety of chil-
dren’s events and craft
stalls attracted large
crowds who basked in
the sunshine and
enjoyed the fun and
entertainment.

Chazey WI

Yes, we do need rain for
our gardens, but what a lot
of advantages the hot dry
weather has brought. The
Social Group’s barbecue
for instance. Not only did
everyone sit comfortably
outside, but candles stayed
alight to add to the magic,
and as the men did all the
barbecueing (clever idea!)
the women sat back and
enjoyed Alan & Gail
Russell’s garden. The sal-
ads and breads had been
prepared in advance and
so it was very leisurely.
Well, except for the organ-
isers. They had been hard
at work beforehand and
the tables were set and

wine and beer cooling
before the grateful Chazey
members arrived. Next
month’s Social is a discus-
sion evening, in another
garden it is hoped.

The August meeting
had a talk on collecting
miniature hats by Mr
Kirby. It is actually Mrs
Kirby who started the col-
lection about 20 years ago
with a Southend crested
china military peaked hat.
It was a nice holiday sou-
venir and was followed by
a Scottish bonnet, a forage
cap, and a Torquay pink
glass topper. Foreign hats
include an ebony cardi-
nal’s hat from Como,

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 1996

Entry to the Festival
was free but funds were
raised by the sale of
programmes, collec-
tions, raffles etc.

The Millers Arms in
Paddock Road was the
main Festival venue.
The Crown on
Caversham Bridge
hosted a weekend of
blues sessions and the
Holiday Inn was the
venue for some of the
dance displays and for
the big Sunday evening
concert which featured
Isla St Clair.

The Mayor and
Mayoress of Reading
graciously opened the
Festival and also
returned for the

Presentation Evening
in July when the local
Charities received their
cheques.
Preparations are
already under way for
next year’s Festival
which is to be held
over the weekend 13-
15 June. Do make a
note in your diaries.
Everyone is welcome
to come and enjoy
themselves and to help
support local Charities.
There are regular
meetings of Readifold
Song Club at the
Millers Arms
Caversham on Sunday
evenings at 8pm.

 Una Waters

I=

kiddd ROYAL COUNTY
CLEANERS

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST
27 years experience - Caversham based company
- Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -
Competitive prices - Free quotations - Carpet fitting

service.

Tel: 474737

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
HELP IS AVAILABLE

Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre

Tel: 01734 482072
We can help with advice, information and support
REGISTERED CHARITY

Village Yarns

Retailers of Wool, Haberdashery,
Ladies Fashions, Accessories & Gifts
Dry Cleaning, Alterations and Shoe Repairs
24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common,

Reading, Berks RG4 9SU
TEL: 01734 724890

- PIANO TUNING “

MARTIN RYLEY

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (01734) 266464

SR
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Como, a Spanish police-

man’s helmet and a
German helmet of 1914-
18 vintage. Altogether
there are now about 450
in the collection and as
Mr Kirby said, no one is
stumped for birthday and
Christmas presents when
there’s a collector in the
family!

One of Mr Kirby’s
interests is the running of
‘Safety Street’ in Reading,
so well attended by pri-
mary and  nursery
schools that a queue
sometimes builds up.
There are twelve sites
including a railway area,
car crash, house, and
rooms to demonstrate
the dangers that children
face. This is a very valu-
able resource in the area
of child safety.

3rd September’s meet-
ing is a talk on the ‘Devil’s

Chimney’ in the
Cotswolds, by Mrs Beek,
at 8.00pm in

Mapledurham Pavilion

Caversham
W.L

A hot July evening
aroused the curiosity of
members waiting for the
speaker, Mr  Alan
Copeland. His slide show
called “Curiosities on

Your Doorstep” proved
well worth the wait. His
travels around Reading
into  Berkshire and
Buckinghamshire found
awealth of unusual build-
ings, milestones, memori-
als, roadsigns and other
things often missed by
the casual traveller.

Mr Copeland also had
the difficult task of judg-
ing the competition ‘a
curjosity’ but eventually
chose Margarette
Hatcher’s ‘old iron’ as 1st
prize, with Nora Coates
2nd  and  Margaret
Cameron 3rd.

Reminders were given
of the two garden parties
with hopes the sunny
weather would continue.
The evening ended with
the raffle and a welcome
cup of tea.

Caversham
Community
Association

July started with a pop-
ular  games evening,
cards, scrabble, shove-
halfpenny available to
test brains and ingenuity.
A delicious fish and chip
supper was on offer to
members.

Much needed funds
were made the following
week with  Margaret
Cameron acting as auc-
tioneer for a bring and
buy sale.

‘Colour in Your Life’
was the title of the talk
the following week.
Linda Roffey used one of
the members as a model
to see which colours suit-
ed her. She finished her
talk by doing a make-up
on the newly glam-
ourised Daisy Heath.

A card was presented

A. C. DUNN

WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
MOST MAKES

Phone: (01734) 475319

Have you seen the new range of

TUPPERWARE?

How about a party with £10 or
more free Tupperware for the
Hostess?

Call Nicola on 01734 470480

A. R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance - General
Repairs - All Types of Decorating
Undertaken - Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES
14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 475846

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT
CHIMNEY SWEEPS

Excellent rates Throughout the Year
FULLY INSURED
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Tel 01734 473560 Mobile 0378 340444
34 Ardler Rd, Caversham, Reading

to Doreen Crawley to cel-
ebrate her eightieth birth-
day and she led members
on a popular Whist drive.
Music was the theme for
the fancy dress party at
the end of the month. Jim
Plunkett had  been
booked to play for a sing-
along, but disaster
looked likely when it was
discovered the keys to the
piano were missing. Jim,
ever versatile, was able to
lead the singing without a
piano. He also had the
difficult task of judging
the fancy dress with
Margaret Cameron
declared as winner and
Betty Colton was second.
A delicious bring and
share supper was enjoyed
by all present.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen’s
Guild

Caversham Afternoon
Townswomen’s ~ Guild
held their July meeting at
Church House,
Caversham with a good
attendance considering it
was a very warm after-
noon.

The Chairman and
Secretary had been to the
National Council Meeting
in Cardiff and the
Chairman gave a very
interesting report on the
day.

Mrs. Sharman had tried
to organise trips but had
not been successful
although she had kindly
booked seats for Evita at
the Hexagon in October.

Mrs Shepherd gave
details of a forthcoming
class on Gingham Lace.
Members were reminded
of the Garden Party to be
held in Mrs Adair’s gar-
den on 8th August.

The Speaker gave a talk
on Marriages she had
attended at some very dif-
ferent venues and was
thanked by the Chairman
Mrs D. Smith. After the
raffle for a dinner for two
and the normal raffle, the
meeting was closed.

The next meeting at
Church House will be
September 19th at 2.00.

Caversham
Ladies Club

Mrs Brenda Strong
opened the meeting and
welcomed the members
to their afternoon club.
Business was discussed

and completed. The
Chairman was pleased to
pass on that the

Treasurer, Mrs Queenie
Strong, was improving
slowly and all hope they
will see her at the
September meeting.

There was no club
meeting in August but the
Chairman had a garden
party at her house, with
stalls and refreshments,
as last year, on August
13th.

It was then time to
introduce the speaker for
the afternoon, Mr Noyes,
with his old and new
videos of Reading. This
was his third programme
showing all the changes

that have occurred over
the years, each of differ-
ent parts of Reading and
these were of the eight-
ies. It seemed that so
many well known places
have vanished through
progress, and how soon
they are forgotten, the
old buildings demolished
so suddenly and quickly.
It was a very interesting
afternoon seeing ‘old and
the new’ side by side.

Mr Noyes had also
brought along a large col-
lection of photographs
and members had a good
‘remembering time’
going through them.
They showed their appre-
ciation in the usual way,
and on being told he has
further videos, plus one
of the real old eighteen
hundreds, members
hope it won’t be too long
before they can sit and
watch the changes on the
remaining videos. It was
them time for their very
welcome ‘cuppa’ before
members realised four
o'clock was with them
and the end of the after-
noon meeting.

Emmer Green TG

Emmer Green
Townswomen’s ~ Guild
held its meeting in St
Barnabas Hall. The speak-
er for the evening was Mr
T. Heron from THE
SWAN LIFE LINE. Most of
us admire the large group
of swans that we have
near Caversham Bridge.
After listening to Mr
Heron and watching his
wonderful collection of
slides on Swans we
realise it takes quite a lot
of volunteers and work to
look after these swans.
Many of the slides
showed  the swans
injured by dogs and oth-
ers with fishing hooks
embedded in the swan’s
necks and tongues. They
also get lead poisoning.
Apparently the swans
crash land on bridges and
this can be quite hair rais-
ing for car drivers. The
swans are large strong
birds and can be difficult
to handle but the injured
birds are easier to handle.
Swans can live to 21-25
years but the majority live
for 16-17 years. Although
the swans are given
names such as Jenifer,
Verity & Louise, Mr
Heron told us the swans
do not form friendships
with the helpers,
although some of the
helpers form an affection
for some of the swans.
Another interesting fact is
that when the Cy%nets
reach a certain age if they
do not leave their parents
then the swans make sure
they do by giving them a
bite or two. This is to
make room for more
cygnets in the new sea-
son.

ARTS & CRAFTS are
learning how to make
masks at their next meet-
ing.

WORDS & MUSIC will
discuss Radio & TV and
have tea in the garden.

RAMBLERS have had a
walk around Knowl Hill
and because of heavy

machinery blocking their
path had to make a very
interesting detour.
Another walk was a seven
mile one around part of
the  Ridgeway  and
Nuffield Church. Next
year’s walking holiday
has already been booked
for 14 days in Majorca in
March. Rose Randall gave
her report on The
National Council meeting
held in Cardiff on June
26. It was a special meet-
ing because the Princess
Royal, Patron of the
Townswomens Guild was
present this year. The
Guild is taking the
Princess Royal Trust for
Carers as their Charity for
this year.

There is to be a Skittle
afternoon on September
17 Tuesday. The Guild
Birthday party will be
held on October 30 and
will be organised by Arts
and Crafts this year. Next
meeting will be held on
Tuesday 10 September.

Rosehill W.I.

Not everyone has an
absorbing interest in fash-
ion; but it attracts wide-
spread attention. At the
July meeting, members
discovered that it wasn’t
necessary to have a seat
next to the catwalk to
view designer-label
clothes. In the course of
her talk on ‘Making
porcelain  dolls’,  Mrs
Parsons presented her
audience with the oppor-
tunity to view her own
collection. Each doll was
provided with clothes
that illustrated the arts of
dress designer and seam-
stress. There were dresses
for every occasion, for
the ball and for the wed-
ding, all in miniature but
complete in the smallest
detail.

The appeal for educa-
tional materials for the
children in Bosnia had
been well supported.
Thirty-four packs had
been made up and deliv-
ered to Feed The
Children.

At the meeting on 4th
September (St Barnabas
Hall, 2.00pm) Mr Michael
Paxton will give a talk
entitled ‘I know where I
stand’. Visitors are wel-
come.

The University of
the Third Age
Reading

When this appears in
print the ‘Conveners’
Showcase’ mentioned in
the last article will, it is
hoped, have had a suc-
cessful afternoon and the
group activities continue
to interest members.

The next  Open
Meeting at 2.15pm on
September 23rd, venue
The Kennet Room in the
Civic Centre, will be the
Annual General Meeting
and a celebration of the
group’s tenth anniver-
sary.

Anyone interested in
joining should contact M.
Butler 0118 9484088 or A.
Jones 0118 9580085.
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- Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please *phone Matron

READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

[ JONATHAN FARMER
PHOTOGRAPHY

incorporating
Top Hat Wedding
Photography

For all your commercial
and social photographic
requirements

Jonathan Farmer LRPS
Photographer
01734 476786

64 Peppard Road, Emmer
Green, Reading Berks RG4 8TL

I BLACK AND WHITE SERVICES

McTIMONEY
CHIROPRACTOR

The gentle treatment that relieves
back and neck pain, frozen shoulder,
migraine, whiplash, sciatica,
painful knees
Mrs K. Clements-Croome MA,

M.C., MMM.CA
Tel 01734-484869

St|tchin'

; >
pooieers 7 Time
S lier o
All Patchwo‘:’kpﬁ ers Needs

100% Cotton Patchwork Fabrics
Books - Cross Stitch - Buttons - Haberdashery
Tapestries - Stranded Cotton
Dress Fabrics - Bridal Fabrics - Paper Patterns
Everything for the Needleworker
Knitting Yarns

1 Church Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 7AA
Telephone: 01734 478106

CAVERSHAM COUNSELLING
SERVICE

BRENDA & WILLIAM DELLER

Qualified and Experienced Counsellors
Confidential help for individuals
and couples with relationship,
stress, work-related or
other life problems

Telephone: Reading 476946
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| ADVERTISERS” ANNOUNCEMENTS

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO etc Free estimates

| PLUMBING AND

HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

JOHN 5
== WOOLDRIDGE @

PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations & general

plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or
small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 0JT (01734) 482584

Your
PET SHOP
in
CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets
and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422

Local Delivery Service

Is) J BUILDERSS

ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS,
EXTENSIONS, INTERNAL &
EXTERNAL DECORATION,

RE-FURBISHMENT, PROPERTY

MAINTENANCE

DARREN SMITH
Tel (01734) 624156
Mobile 0860 863055

29 Partridge Drive
Tilehurst

PETER BURTON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

PRIVATE &
SUB-CONTRACT

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE &
REPAIRS

ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE

TEL: READING
01734 470297

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS

555.5‘7

f

55 Donkin Hill "g%;;gfﬁs
Caversham g

Reading RG4 0DG

01734 478853/479163 ViSA

EN

A. and D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

* 26 years experience
« Carpet repairs
* Re-adaptions
 Vinyls
READING
479280/500472
Mobile:
0831 203530

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 1996

"Over 7
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove
Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
21 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103

House arrangements can be undertaken by
our caring experienced staff.
* 24 Hour Service % Private Chapel of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire 3

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

- 32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713
Use it like a vacuum cleaner and see the
dirt being removed

A.B. WALKER
& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD. READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

NICKSON'’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an interest
in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of
Caversham

* Advice free and browsers are welcome

* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel/Fax 01734 463804

DM DB A

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (01734) 473503 Mobile 0589 354002
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery
John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 872103

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 01734 574896

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

b

D Collinson cMBitl.

CLOCKMAKER
FREE ESTIMATES
78 WOODCOTE ROAD,;
CAVERSHAM

Specialists in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

Free local collection service
OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Tel. (01734) 473548

K C BARNES

& SON
Plumbing
Central Heating
General Repairs
Prompt & Reliable
Service
No job too small

209 Kidmore Road,
Caversham

Telephone:

481929

* Security lighting %

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type *

* Appliance testing to latest test requirements x
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %
48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE

Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

Carpenter & Joiner

FETER
MAY

Phone
Reading 478175

STTE REGISTERED
CHIROPODIST
Mrs L McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.

Clinic: 23 Conisboro Ave.,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

Tomalin & Son
Fmerasl Birector
incorporating Arthur Butler of Peppard

The Caring Family Run
Independent Funeral Service

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES

Tel: (01491) 573370

24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

PAMBRIAN
FASHIONS

Your local dressmaker
30 years experience
Home visits
Bridal and evening wear a
speciality

T.V. DOCTOR
% Free Callout
% Free Estimates
% Repairs to T.V.s,
Videos, Microwaves,

Tclcplhunc ?47[;4';}8193 Hi-Fi's etc
e e || 01734 484585

J R McCARDLE

A.F. JONES
T tl A i R, MASTER MASONS
MASTER
MASONS Fine Memorials in

Marble, Stone and

Craftsmen in Stone Granite

Restoration and all

BEDFORD RD th
READING other masonry
undertaken
Telephone
S22 READING 262362




