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rl‘ was on Low Sunday 1896
I that the first public Roman

Catholic Mass was celebrated
in Caversham and Low Sunday 1996
was, therefore, the centenary of that
historic visit by the Archbishop of
Birmingham, the Most Rev Maurice
Couve de Murville, who conducted a
Centenary Mass of Thanksgiving
concelebrated with his secretary, Fr.
Stephen Saunders, and Parish Priest,
Fr. Tony Jones. Over 250 parishioners
packed the church to hear the
Archbishop recall those early days of
100 years ago and the faith that had
sustained the first tiny congregation of
13 and helped the parish to flourish
and grow to its present size.

After Mass everyone retired to the
Parish Hall for a 100th birthday party
where the Archbishop was able to
meet informally and talk with
parishioners. The walls of the Hall
were decorated with collages prepared
by the children of St Anne’s School
relating events in the history of the
Parish to contemporary events in the
world at large while another room
housed a fascinating exhibition of old
photos, record books and other historic
items charting the growth of the
Parish over the years.

In the course of his homily during
Mass, the Archbishop made particular
reference to the incorporation into the
church building during the late 1950’s
of the Medieval shrine of Our Lady of
Caversham. The centrepiece of the

The 100th Birthday Party in full swing.

Centenary celebrations has been the
commissioning of a silver crown to
adorn the statue of Our Lady which
stands in the shrine and, on 4th May,
a party of parishioners left for Rome
taking with them the crown to be
blessed by the Pope. A formal
coronation ceremony will be held on
Sunday July 21st at which the Papal
Nuncio will officiate.

However, there are several other
events due before then. On Thursday
6th June, the Feast of Corpus Christi,
the grounds of historic Mapledurham
House will be the venue for a solemn
Mass and Procession of the Blessed
Sacrament. The car park and picnic
areas will be open from midday and
the service will begin at 1pm; those
attending are advised to bring their
own folding chairs! A Jumble Sale is to
be held on 8th June and on Sunday
23rd June there will be a celebration
of the Sacrament of Marriage. This
will start with the renewal of
Marriage Vows at the 10.30 Mass
which will take the form of a Family
Youth Mass and be followed by a
family picnic at Mapledurham. It is
hoped that people will make their way
from Caversham, not only by road but
by other means such as walking, with
a treasure hunt en route, and by river
boat. The festivities, which will run
from 12.30 to 4.30, will include games
such as rounders, football and cricket
and, of course, a barbecue, concluding
with a short service.

The Centenary Mass.

Choir Director Patti Naxton, Fr. Tony & Parish Pastoral Council
Chairman Peter Lennon.
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TALKING POINT *
by

The Rev. Philip Abrey e,
Caversham Park Ecumenical Project |

“CALLED TO SERVE”

Radio to ask me to do an interview about my favourite hymn.

Difficult that. It depends on my mood. Members of
Caversham Park Church will by now have realised that my choice of
hymns goes in cycles, not usually Christian year ones. Oh yes, and it
had to be on C.D., most important. And one final thing. Could | go
into the Reading studio and chat about my work as County
Ecumenical Officer. Great. To be honest | didn’t want to do it that
day - the diary was pretty full, but | agreed to go at 5.30pm which
was she said an ideal time. It wasn’t. | arrived and met ‘Roving Rog’
who IS TVR in Berkshire. Try as he might he couldn’t get a line to
Oxford, so we resorted to the phone, eventually. Great, only it
wasn’t. We'd hardly got going when Clare cut in and said we’d have
to come back to the interview in 3-4 minutes . . . it was nearer 10.
Still it did have benefits. | had a few minutes peace and quiet. The
interview concluded at five past 6, 35 minutes after arriving at the
studio. That's fine you say, but what hymn did you choose. | wanted
‘Brother/sister let me be your servant’ but it has never been
recorded, so | ended up with Graham Kendrick’s ‘The Servant King'.
Why? Both hymns reflect servanthood, and that for me is what the
Christian faith is about - serving others. In these days of so called
equality the word ‘servant’ has largely disappeared from our
ianguage. Not so many years ago some universities had ‘fags’,
wealthy homes employed whole families ‘in service’, and people
accepted their role.

One of the most challenging stories in the Bible is about serving.
When Jesus left the table at the Passover meal before he died to
wash the feet of the disciples he was turning social convention on
its head. Washing dusty feet as guests arrived was the most menial
task a servant could be given. There were no servants in the upper
room, only Jesus and the 12, and the 12 didn't offer to do it - they
either didn’t think or they were so full of their own importance.
Even the disciples had an order of importance and they all felt that
washing feet was below them. They’d rather have dirty feet than get
be called a servant. So Jesus did it. No wonder Peter protested.
None of the 12 knew how to handle it. Can you imagine it. The
managing director acting as doorkeeper at the staff dinner; the
hospital chief executive emptying bed pans for the nurses; the
archbishop washing up on a retreat for those training for ministry.
Convention turned on its head.

| remember the song “If you want to be great in God'’s kingdom,
Jearn to be the servant of all”. That's greatness, that’s power, that’s
importance. When we lived in Wigan one of the local churches was
called “The Church of Christ the Servant”. It was on a large housing
estate and was a sign, that, like its leader, Jesus, it was there to
serve.

We can pray, preach wonderful sermons, say the right things, but
in the end the most powerful expression of the life of Jesus in us is
that we're willing to serve, and allow others to serve us. God calls us
to serve, but all too often our pride, our sense of our own self
importance gets in the way.

| conclude with a story of two bishops. They both held informal
get togethers for their ministers and families. One had a team of
ladies, who came in, prepared the food, cleared away and washed
up. The bishop mingled. The other bishop, with his wife and family,
prepared the food, met and mingled with his ministers, ensured
they had food and drink, and then washed up. Which one
challenged his staff more? Which staff noticed?

The other day the phone rang. It was Clare from Thames Valley
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s
8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School
6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday)
6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)

St Andrew’s

8.00am The Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)

First Sunday, Family Eucharist

11.15am The Eucharist (with hymns)

6.30pm Evening Prayer
An up to date list of weekday Services will be
found on the Church notice boards.

St Barnabas’

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd
Sunday)

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (Ist Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th
Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)
Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)
6.30pm Evening Worship (1st Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Anne’s Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am and
6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 9.00am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday
of the month)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road
11.00am every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church
Street, Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House — Meeting for Worship
7.30pm. (last Sunday)

House study groups Sept-June Tel: 475783.

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am Sunday School

11.00am Divine Worship
7.00pm Evening Service

The Editors wish to make it clear
that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the board.

The Editors regret
that owing to the
amount of copy
received, some
articles have had to
be compressed and
some held over to a

Published by Caversham
Christian News Ltd, Church
Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: 01734 471703.
Typesat by Right Image Graphics Co,
Ltd.. Unit 1, 151-155 Cardilf Road,
Roading. Tol: 01734 393032

All contributions for July issue should be sent to Church House, by noon on Wednesday 5 June.
All advertising copy should be sert 1o Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Gaversham by Monday 3 June Prnted by Chilam Oftsct, Amarsham later date.
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BIG BANDS
Dear Editors,

| am seventy two years young, and my favourite music is that
which | first heard in my teens and twenties, namely the music of the
Big Bands - Glen Miller, Benny Goodman, Artie Shaw, Tommy
Dorsey, to name but a few.

Today for the bargain sum of 99p | purchased a cassette in
Smith's of Joe Loss and his Band playing the music of Glen Miller to
which | have just been listening. This prompted me to think that there
must be many more people living in Caversham who share with me a
love of the sounds of those Big Bands which today one seldom hears
broadcast. If you are such a person | should like to hear from you,
and if there is a sufficient response | shall try to arrange an afternoon
or evening get-together.

Most Tuesday and Thursday mornings | visit Caversham’s Pop In
in Church House for a cup of coffee and a chat, and you can confact
me there. Incidentally the Pop In can always do with helpers who are
willing to offer their services for one morning a month.

Hope to hear from you Big Band buffs.

Yours efc.
Pete Littlewood
(Address Supplied)

THANKS
Dear Editors, ;

My family and | would like, through your columns, to thank our
many kind friends and neighbours for the cards, letters of sympathy
and donations to The Stroke Association sent following the recent
death of my dear husband, Allan.

QOur grateful thanks also go to Dr. Paige and District Nurse Mrs.
Gaby Mauger of Balmore Park Surgery for their kindness to Allan
during his illness.

Yours sincerely,
Anne Bliss

Summerfield

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RESPITE AND
HOLIDAY STAY

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING
Phone: Reading (01734) 472164
Reading (01734) 472346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:

1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations
they have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.80am
Tel: 483466

Please note — Offers of help always
" welcome
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FEED THE CHILDREN
IN BOSNIA

Over the past four
years I have read
reports and with
increasing sadness
watched on television
the plight of the
refugees in former
Yugoslavia but found
great difficulty in
grasping the complexi-
ties of the rival factions
and the escalating vio-
lence.

So I was pleased but
filled with trepidation
when I had the oppor-
tunity to go to Bosnia
last November to wit-
ness first hand the role
that Feed the Children
plays in helping so
many thousands of
beleaguered children
and their carers.

I flew with two col-
leagues from Heathrow
to Zagreb and then
took an internal flight
to Split on the Adriatic
coast. The following
day we drove in convoy
to Vitez in central
Bosnia and them on to
Tuzla in the North.

Nothing that I had
read had prepared me
for the level of devasta-
tion that I saw as we
drove — very carefully —
on roads potted with
holes and between
mined grass verges.

The first signs that
we were entering an
area laid bare by
shelling were burnt out
cars and buses followed
by the detritus of ordi-
nary living, chairs,
tables, washing
machines, televisions,
toys, books, pho-
tographs and clothes
piled up and rotting by
the side of the road.
Nature had rapidly
taken over with vegeta-
tion growing in the
ruins of the houses.
White flags poked from
burnt out chimneys
and gaping roofs.

We passed ghost
towns, no people, no
animals, no birds and

suddenly in the midst
of such devastation we
saw washing hanging
from a line and realised
that people had moved
back into the area per-
haps to live in the gut-
ted remains of their
former home. For
where else did they
have to go?

Many of them have
gone to live in collec-
tive centres, that awful
chilling expression
reminiscent of Orwell’s
“1984”. The centres are
usually former schools
where the pupils have
fled or been killed. I
remarked on the
amount of external and
internal damage and
the former director of
one school replied
laconically, “Schools
made the best targets.
They could kill the
most people.”

The classrooms were
crowded with babies,
toddlers, teenagers,
young women and the
elderly; no men over
the age of about 14 or
under 65. They are all
gone.

There was a cloying
smell of poverty and
despair. Thirty or forty
bunk beds in each room
with washing strung
everywhere, blankets
laid across the floor for
warmth and cardboard
in the windows.

We drove to the
Kuplensko camp in the
far north, a valley that
is home to 22,000
refugees. As we drove
past the checkpoint
and into the valley
thick blue smoke
curled up to meet us,
the smoke from hun-
dreds of chimneys,
reminiscent of a Wild
West movie but instead
of wagons drawn in a
neat circle round the
fire and peacefully
grazing horses, there
was every kind of habi-
tation with one thing in

JONATHAN FARMER
PHOTOGRAPHY
incorporating
Top Hat Wedding
Photography

For all your commercial
and social photographic

requirements

Jonathan Farmer LRPS
Photographer
01734 476786

64 Peppard Road, Emmer

Green, Reading Berks RG4 8TL

BLACK AND WHITE SERVICES

common, smoke curling
from the roof, the tell
tale sign that these
were places where peo-
ple lived.

Lorries and even
tractors with a frame of
plastic sheeting over
the cabin to make a
home. Homes made of
wooden pallets with
sods of frozen turf
anchoring the plastic
down. Cars, the seats
removed and blankets
draped across them to
give a vestige of priva-
cy. Hundreds of tents
with brightly striped
plastic awnings and
washing hanging from
the guy ropes in the
chill air.

One young man
showed me his “home”.
The floor, the walls and
the roof were construct-
ed entirely from Feed
the Children pallets.
Inside there was a bed,
a shelf and a small
wood burning stove. He
said to me, “I never
sleep all night because
I am afraid if I don’t
wake up to put more
wood on the fire my son
will have frozen to
death before the morn-
ing.”

No-one should have

to live like this.

Feed the Children
have a big presence in
Bosnia and I am proud
to be part of the team
of volunteers and staff
who work so hard in
Caversham to help chil-
dren not only in Bosnia
but in many other
parts of the world to
have a better quality of
life.

This is an extract
from a more compre-
hensive report pre-
pared by Chrissie
Phillips-Tilbury on her
return from Bosnia.

If you would like a
copy or would like to
know more about the
work of Feed the
Children please tele-
phone Chrissie on
01734 584000.

KUPLENSKO CAMP

0—~Q

THANK YOU ALL &
. Because you buy this paper the Board of Directors

. of the Caversham Christian News were able to
(x) decide at the Annual General Meeting to donate @.
& £250 to our locally based charity
FEED THE CHILDREN
(x) The money will go towards the provision of Baby (%
Boxes for Bosnia. )

SUE RYDER HOMES -
NEW CHAIRMAN

Congratulations to Mr. Ken Bennett who has
been appointed as the Sue Ryder Home’s
Honorary Chairman. He knows the work of the
Home well, having been its Treasurer since
1990 and he will take on his new responsibili-
ties with his usual high efficiency and gusto.

Ken Bennett has always lived up to the
ideals of Rotary — Service Before Self; he is a
member of the Caversham Club and a past
President and Treasurer of it. A regular wor-
shipper at St. Peter’s, he has served the church
in many capacities including churchwarden
and is currently Treasurer of Church House.
We wish him well in his new post and are con-
fident that he will receive much support partic-
ularly from the local community.

The retiring Chairman of Sue Ryder, Major
Leslie Edmonds, will continue as Chairman of
the Fund Raising and Appeals Committee. The
new Treasurer is Mr. Roy Cundy FCA and the
other change in senior management is the
appointment of Sister Gill Sanderson to the

Post of Deputy Matron.

the home at Nettlebed.

A good team is assem-

Ken Bennett,
bled to continue the fine work under_talga_n at appointed Hon. Chairman

newly

of Sue Ryder Horne.

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (01734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS TAKEN
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday S8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday Sam-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

( Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Surveyors & Valuations of
Commercial & Leisure
Premises for all purposes

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Page

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN
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JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at
ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
Fax: 01734 461380

Boloendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882

. Comfort, Care & Companionship
Silverdale
Care

% Services

Helping people to live at home

Domiciliary care at home service

Friendly Staff
* % %
Competitive rates
* %k Kk

Managed by owners of Goldendale
Retirement home

¥ %k k

Please telephone
01734 660001

McTIMONEY
CHIROPRACTOR

The gentle treatment that relieves
back and neck pain, frozen shoulder,
migraine, whiplash, sciatica,
painful knees
Mrs K. Clements-Croome MA,
M.C., MMM.CA
Tel 01734-484869
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RESIDENTS' VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

CREEPING
URBANISATION
There is an old
photograph of Church
Street, Caversham in the
early years of this
century showing
women in long skirts
and wide brimmed hats
strolling sedately along
the village street and
there is a glimpse of
thatched cottages, no
longer there, though the
north side of the street
is still recognisable.
Nowadays the picture
has completely
changed. Teeming
traffic, bollards, traffic
lights, red road surfaces
and, if pictures could
reproduce sound,
constant noise, have
totally urbanised the
street. This is a busy,
dangerous place, they
all shriek, not a quiet

village street.

The query raised in
last month’s column
about how necessary all
this really was has now
been echoed by many
more. Not only has it
used money that could
have been better spent
elsewhere, it has
changed the character
of central Caversham.
For years the expression

‘going down to the
village’ has raised
smiles among

newcomers. Nowadays
they would wonder
whatever was being
talked about.

However it seems
unlikely that anyone is
going to come along
and take the lights
away, so the only thing
is to learn to live with
them and perhaps make

better use of them.
There now seems little
use for the bus lane in
Hemdean Road as what
with the lights and their
smart cards busdrivers
have little difficulty
about exiting into
Church Street. If it were
removed, it would
reduce pressure on
Rectory Road and
Chester Street, neither
of which is suitable for
through traffic. Prospect
Street would also
become less congested
and pollution would be
reduced. The cost of
doing this would be
minimal compared with
what the traffic lights
cost.

RUBBISH TIP
The patch of grass in
front of the bill boards
in Bridge Street is only
too often covered with
litter. Currently added
to this are five
overflowing wheeled
dustbins. For a year at
least nearly half the
grass has been covered
with a huge poster that
the bill stickers tore
down and simply left
there. Numerous letters
from Caversham
Residents’ Association
seeking to get it
removed have
produced no action. It
seems to be no one’s
responsibility. Someone
must own the land and
they should be
thoroughly ashamed of
the state they have
allowed it to get into. It
can only make a bad
impression on people
coming to Caversham
for the first time. Come

-paper

to that what is the use
of posters urging people
to purchase goods that
can induce cancer?

RECYCLING

It is a pity there is not a
recycling
container in St Martin’s
carpark that will take all
kinds of paper, but this
is doubtless for reasons
of space. The nearest
ones to take directories,
envelopes and glossy
junk mail are at
Rivermead and Hills
Meadow and to drive
there simply to deposit
recyclable material
defeats the whole
object of the exercise.

What is particularly
infuriating is to arrive at
the skips and find them
full. A notice nearby
enjoins people to take
their offerings back
home if this is the case
and not to dump it
alongside, but of course
that is what happens. If
you have loaded up the
car you are reluctant to
reload it again, and if
you have cared for the
environment by walking
you are not going to lug
it all back home
together with your
shopping so it gets
dumped, and then
carted off with the
ordinary rubbish, the
notice informs you. It is
essential that these skips
are regularly emptied.

CONSIDERATE
CONTRACTORS?
A Considerate
Contractors’ scheme
exists in Reading
whereby builders are
encouraged to keep

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION

SUCCESSOR TO MOLLY CASEY

The first meeting of the New Committee elected at the Annual
General Meeting took place on Monday 15th April 1996.
Honorary officers were appointed:-

Hon Chair-Person
Hon Vice-Chair
Hon Secretary
Hon Treasurer

Annette Hendry
lan Brown

Bob Winter
Stewart Bolton

Re-Appointed
New Appointment
New Member
Re-Appointed

Bob Winter, a new member of the committee, succeeds Molly Casey
who relinquished the position of Secretary at the AGM.

Mr Winter comes from a family who have lived in Caversham since
the turn of the century. He was born in the village and has been a
resident for more than 50 years. His parents and two of his children
continue to live in Caversham.

For 21 years Bob Winter lived in Westfield Road, where he was born,
and then moved to Emmer Green with his family. Since then he has
lived off the Henley Road and for fifteen years was a resident of Chazey
Road. Last year Bob moved to Heron Island in Lower Caversham.

Despite deep roots in the area Mr. Winter says that it is a daunting
task to succeed Molly Casey as Secretary. He would be pleased to
learn of any issues which Caversham residents would like to be
considered by the Residents Association. He can be conlacted by
writing to him at his home address which is:- -

..... 37, HERON ISLAND, CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 8DQ . | L

pavements and roads in
the vicinity of their sites
clean and free of
obstructions.

They have to pay to
belong to this but they
can win a prize or a
commendation if they
do. Pedestrians in
Henley Road where
there is a pavement
only on one side, have
frequently found their
passage obstructed by
cars, mud or building
materials.

Contractors should
be obliged to clean up
after themselves
whether they belong to
the scheme or not. Why
should pedestrians who
are probably already
losing a much valued
open space have to
make detours into the
traffic or arrive home
with muddy shoes?
Pedestrians in the
vicinity of Bugs Bottom
have suffered similarly.

SPRING BURSTS OUT
ALL OVER
After a long hard
winter, the daffodils
and spring flowers
arrived bang on cue for
Easter. St Peter’s
Churchyard looked
lovely and in nearby
Caversham Court the
Pasque flowers came
out a few days before
Easter Sunday. The wild
cherry did not wear
white for Eastertide but
it did a week or so after
when it joined the
blackthorn that should
have been out two
months earlier. The
only discordant note
was that with the
arrival of the better
weather games of
football and later
cricket take place in
Caversham Court and
balls are kicked and
batted about with a
total disregard for the

surroundings.

ST PETER'S
CAVERSHAM

GRAND FETE

Saturday 6th July 1996

CAVERSHAM COURT
Open at 2pm
ADMISSION FREE
Stalls, Sideshows, Punch and Judy, Bouncy
Castle, Children’s Races
BUY YOUR DRAW TICKETS NOW!

Details: 01734 478081

ST MARGARET'S
MAPLEDURHAM

appointment

can be arrange

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by

* Servicing by top mechanics

* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

* Collection and delivery service

Call us today for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD

Telephone 475582
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EASTER RHAPSODY AT ST BARNABAS

Although the observance of Holy Week and
Easter at St Barnabas generally follows a
traditional pattern, the involvement of a steel
band at the Easter Egg Service was an
innovative addition this year. The Last
Supper was commemorated on Maundy
Thursday by a celebration of Holy
Communion in the Church Hall in the
context of a meal and was followed by a
watch in the Church until midnight. The
events on Good Friday culminated with the
Proclamation of the Cross during the last
hour that Jesus hung there before his death.

" Earlier in the day the young people had gone
on a Good Friday walk, whilst others from
Caversham joined the Mayor of Reading and
Central Reading Churches in a procession of
witness in the centre of Reading.

The joy of Easter was heralded by the
Ceremonies of Light on Easter morning.
Baptismal Vows were renewed during the
Easter Communion Service and at the end of
the Easter Egg Service in the afternoon Akeila
and Ainsley Edwards were baptised. This
was a Service in which the young people re-
enacted to a full church the events of Holy
Week and Easter, including Jesus’ death on
the cross, burial in the tomb, resurrection
and appearance to Mary Magdalen. No one
should have been left without a knowledge
of the Easter events and the claims that they
make. The Rhapsody Steel Band that
accompanied some of the hymns and played
during the Service brought a new and vibrant
dimension to the worship.
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Our pictures show the Good Friday procession of witness entering Broad
Street in the centre of Reading and the Rhapsody Steel Band playing
during the Easter Egg Service at St Barnabas Church.

BANGLADESHI PEOPLE’S
MOVEMENT FOR
LITERACY

Following our item last month “Caversham church
helps educate Bangladeshi children” we have
been asked to clarify the report.

The main emphasis is not on children being
educated; this is an adult literacy programme
(though aiming at Education for All by 2000AD).
There are no teachers under this scheme which
uses volunteers to explain the pioneer literature
from which illiterates can teach themselves, as its
title “Nijera Shikhi” (“Lett’s Teach Ourselves”)
'm lies. Nothing like this has been attempted

efore and there are a thousand a day coming to
Iearn by this fast, low-cost method, which was
devised by Methodist minister John Hastings who
will be in the UK until June 10th and again in
September to speak to interested groups. He will
be preaching at Christ Church, Woodley, at
10.30am on 1st September.

Where do you find
Financial Advice
that is

Independent
Local &

Free?

Richard Stainthorp

Independent Financial Adviser
A Member of

23 Oakley Road,

Caversham,

RG4 7RL

Tel: 01734 461656 Financlal
Management Ltd

Regulated by the Personal Investment Authority
’

ERIC MAULE

The Board of the Caversham
Bridge would like to express its
sympathy to Mrs Peggy Maule
(advertising editor) and to the
family of Mr Eric Maule, whose
death occurred recently. A full
appreciation will appear next
month.

FAREWELL TO
MICHAEL ARCHER

- 0. Jewiss

Michael Archer is seen here with the Revd Nigel
Hardcastle in the Church Hall after the Service.

St Barnabas Church said farewell to Dr Michael
Archer on Easter Day, prior to his move to
Maidstone so that he could be nearer to his work.
The Revd Nigel Hardcastle marked the occasion
by a small presentation in Church. Michael has
been a regular worshipper at the Church for 23
years, during which time he has held office as
Church Treasurer and for the last seven years has

sung as a tenor in the choir. He left with the good

L

wishes‘ofsall:the congregation:

ST. ANDREW’S
FELLOWSHIP

St Andrew’s Fellowship met
for a well attended talk on
the Wartburg Nature reserve
at Bix Bottom at the
beginning of April. The
Speaker produced some
beautiful slides of butterflies,
including several that were
already flying round
people’s gardens, small
animals, plants and
magnificent trees.

He answered many
questions from his interested
audience, some of whom
were sad to hear that the
normal life span of a
butterfly is as short as one
day, and at most is only four
days.

J

PLEASE DON'T THROW AWAY
KEEP FOR FUTURE REFERENCE

N\
GENERAL m
HANDYMAN

any job around the house or garden
FOR EXAMPLE:
DECORATING, COVING, TILING,
KITCHEN FITTING, ELECTRICAL
WIRING, PATIO LAYING, GARDEN
LANDSCAPING AND
MAINTENANCE

Quality Work — Keen Prices
No Job Too Small — Free Estimates

- =3 %
CONTACT: BRIAN STEPHENS
TELEPHONE: (01734) 476372

Answerphone in use /

A\

St|tchin'
><Gr'ime

Si lier o]
All Patchwo‘:ﬁ’:i Iters Needs

100% Cotton Patchwork Fabrics

" Books - Cross Stitch - Buttons - Haberdashery
Tapestries - Stranded Cotton
Dress Fabrics - Bridal Fabrics - Paper Patterns
Everything for the Needleworker
Knitting Yarns
1 Church Road, Caversham, Reading RG4 7AA
Telephone: 01734 478106

Proprietor:
Julie Ballard

CAVERSHAM COUNSELLING
SERVICE

BRENDA & WILLIAM DELLER
Qualified and Experienced Counsellors
Confidential help for individuals
and couples with relationship,
stress, work-related or
other life problems

Telephone: Reading 476946

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

Those who heard him are FREE ESTIMATES
planning to visit the Reserve Daytime 477466
which is not far from Evenings 461701
Caversham.

Wedding Ph h
\‘\\o edding Photograpny %
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
01734 479450 01734 475656
41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS




AROUND THE CHURCHE
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BERKSH|RE CHURCHES BREAK BARRIERS
AND BUILD BRIDGES

— Daphne Jewiss

At the Annual Open Day were (from right to left) the Revd David Clark (former Acting County
Ecumenical Officer and organiser of the day), the Revd Phil Abrey (County Ecumenical Officer), the
Bishop of Reading, the Revd Derek Wales (Moderator of the Wessex Province of the United
Reformed Church), and Dr Owen Jewiss (Chairman of Churches Together in Berkshire).

At the Churches Together in Berkshire
Anual Open Day at the end of April
representatives from local Churches
Together and Local Ecumenical
Partnerships throughout Berkshire met
at Piggott School in Wargrave to pursue
further the reconciliation theme of the
Building Bridges Lent Course.
Caversham Park Church was well
represented. In a number of workshop
sessions the themes of youth work, family
life, faith and the culture of the modern
age, the work situation, and rich and
poor across the world were vigorously
explored.

Demonstrations from the Reading
Meditation Centre, Bridging the Gap
(guidance to the unemployed), Family

College, and the Association of Inter-
Church Families supplemented the formal
sessions. Glimpses were given of new
developments within local Churches
Together; these included all the churches
in Twyford cancelling their Sunday
morning services and coming together for
a combined morning service in the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity, the opening
of a Christian Coffee Shop and Resource
Centre in the centre of Datchet, and two
new inter-denominational churches
meeting in halls in the Bracknell area. A
refreshing feature of the day was the
surprise appearance of the excellent
Girls’ Choir at Piggott School who gave
beautiful renderings of ‘Strawberry
Fayre’ and three Negro spirituals.

METHODIST NEWS

LOCAL PREACHERS’
CELEBRATION
The whole of Methodism
will be celebrating 200
years of local (lay)
preaching on Sunday 2nd
June, with every
Methodist pulpit
throughout the country

Local Preachers’
Recognition Service to
recognise newly-qualified
Local Preachers on the
evening of 9th June at
6.30pm at Oxford Road
Methodist Church. The
main local celebration will
be at Newbury Methodist

Newbury and Hungerford,
and Reading and
Silchester) will join for the
dramatic presentation, by
Local Preachers:from the
four Circuits, of “With
Confidence We Tell”
written by Terry Hughes.

occupied by a local Church on Saturday 8th AMERICAN CHOIR’S °
preacher. In the Reading June at 7.30pm, when four EUROPEAN CONCERT
and Silchester Circuit, Methodist Circuits TOUR

there will be a Circuit (Andover, Basingstoke, As part of their European

RICHMON

D

BUILDING SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
Extensions * Alterations
Roofing * Re-pointing
From planning to completion
Reading 484228

Telephone Reading (01734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements
SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

&

APPROVID CONTRACTOR

concert tour, the Chancel
Choir of the First United
Methodist Church of
Miami, Florida (USA) will
give a concert at
Caversham Heights
Methodist Church on
Thursday 20th June at
7.30pm. (Gosbrook Road
and Caversham Heights
churches will be jointly
hosting the Choir in
members’ homes.)

Under the direction of
Dale Tucker, the Choir is
hailed as one of the best in
the South Florida area and
has grown musically. It
regularly provides
meaningful music, not only
for the church services but
also for events in the
greater Miami area. The
Choir made its first
European concert tour in
1992 to Germany, Austria
and Switzerland and
began plans for its tour of
England shortly after. The
23 members of the Choir
represent people from
various age groups and
life-styles. Several
members hold college
degrees in music, a few are
students, and many have
sung to the Lord for years.
The youngest (15) and the
eldest (81) will both be
singing on the tour of
England and Wales. Music
presented on this tour will
consist primarily of
compositions written in
the last decade by
composers from various
countries. The Choir also
sings standard literature
regularly and  has

FAITH AT WORK

The appointment of the Revd Hugh Lee as

the Development Officer for Mission in Work
and Economic Life in the Oxford Diocese has

been heralded as a bold initiative aimed at
| building up the witness of the Church in the
| workplace. His presence, just five months
i after taking up his appointment, as the

speaker at the recent Annual Meeting of
Reading’s Industry, Trade and Employment
Mission, was therefore of some interest.
Before taking up his present appointment
the Revd Hugh Lee had worked for 30 years
in the energy industry: first with the
National Coal Board, then British Coal and

Industrial Officer) and Mr David Collin

latterly with an American based energy
consultancy. He has seen an industry
subjected to very great change and has had
experience in both the state and the
competitive commercial sectors. He continues
to work with the energy consultancy for a
third of his time.

RAISING THE PROFILE
He now works on Industrial Mission in
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire and Oxfordshire
for the rest of his time. One part of his activity
is to work ecumenically with the Industrial
Chaplains’ team helping to develop a strategy
which will give more clout to and ownership
of their activity. He will be assisted by an

Advisory Body drawn from employers’ and
church representatives. Together they will be
thinking how the Christians in the 1,000 or so
churches in the three counties can influence
employment and economic life.

MISSION AND EVANGELISM OPPORTUNITY
In the second part of his Industrial Mission
time Hugh Lee is helping churches to develop
‘faith at work’ initiatives and will be
persuading them to include the world of work
in their thinking and action. This means
putting the subject on the agenda of the
church meeting alongside the routine

- 0. Jewiss

The Revd Hugh Lee (left) is pictured talking to Miss Sue Penson (ITEM

(retiring Chairman of ITEM).

maintenance and meeting programme. He
emphasised that work is where ~Christians
and non-Christians meet on equal terms, He
wants to counteract the feeling among some
that the local church does little to help those
who worship there to live out their Christian
life at work; he sees the world of work as an
area of opportunity for mission and
evengelism.

The differences between the attitudes and
action of the workplace and those of the
Church were explored by those attending the
meeting in a-participatory session. We were
left with the thoughts of Oscar Wilde that as
a society we are in danger of “knowing the
price of everything and the value of nothing”.

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST DIARY

JUNE2 11am Mrs. Sheila Ayres from Basingstoke
6.30pm Mr Stuart Rooks from Henley
JUNE 8  Four Circuit Celebration at Newbury
JUNE 9  11am Holy Communion — Rev. Tom Stuckey, Superintendent Minister
6.30pm Circuit Service at Oxford Road Church
JUNE 16 11am Mrs. Margaret Havers from Tilehurst
6.30pm Mr Norman Lindsay from Oxford Road
JUNE 23 CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
11am Rev. Brian Coleman from Truro (former minister)
6.30pm Holy Communion — Rev. Brian Coleman
JUNE 30 11am Rev. David Moody

6.30pm Mrs. Margaret Locke-Wheaton from Wesley

performed in recent years
Faure’s Requiem and
Handel’s Messiah with
orchestra. Dale Tucker,
Director of Music and
Organist for the church,
has led this Choir for four
years, is a recognised name
in music publishing, and
has performed extensively
across the US and Europe.
He presented a number of
organ recitals in England
during the summer of
1995.

Tickets are £3 (under 16s
free) and can be obtained
from the Church Stewards
of Gosbrook Road and
Caversham Heights or by
telephone Jeanne Farmery
on 483441 or  David

Herbert on 478209 from

Sunday 26th-May.- -

| BLACK AND WHITE sERVICES_'i

JONATHAN FARMER
PHOTOGRAPHY

incorporating
Top Hat Wedding
Photography

For all your commercial
and social photographic

requirements

Jonathan Farmer LRPS
Photographer
01734 476786

64 Peppard Road, Emmmer
Green, Reading Berks RG4 8TL
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— Courtesy Reading Evening Post

Youngsters enjoying Treasure Island Club at the Heights Methodist Church during Holy Week.

On Good Friday Caversham Heights Methodists
combined with other Caversham Churches (St.
Andrew’s, the Baptist Free Church and the ecumenical
church at Caversham Park) with six ministerial
students from Wesley College, Bristol, in presenting
the Christian message through St. Mark’s Gospel. The
roles of Jesus, his disciples, Pharisees and bystanders
were taken by a succession of people of both sexes with
an age range of 7 to 70. It was a very lively
performance. The shriek of the demon-possessed man
was blood-curdling, for the actors really threw
themselves into their parts. Perhaps the two episodes
. most imaginatively presented were the Parable of the
Sower and the restoration of sight to blind Bartimeus.
Actors symbolised the sower’s seeds, and when the lady
playing the seed choked by thorns convincingly
simulated being strangulated by a gentleman playing
the thorn bush, everybody jumped. As Bartimeus was

first recovering his sight he said, “I see men as trees |

walking” and a picture of men walking was projected
on to the wall. It began with a blur and then became
clear, showing how Bartimeus must have felt. The
Reverend David Moody, minister of the church, read
the final sombre chapters. of the Trial and Crucifixion
with moving effect. The audience left, impressed by
the vitality, flow, and organisation of the production as
well as its deeper meaning.

The ministerial students also held a highly
successful “Treasure Island’ holiday club for children
on three mornings of Holy Week, provided the caller
and musicians for a traditional barn dance, and took
part in an overnight ‘Sleep-Walk’ at Beachy Head,
organised by the Squash youth club.

On Easter Sunday the congregation gathered to

celebrate the Resurrection. In the words on the cover §

of the church magazine — “Jesus is Alive — Official”.

AN EASTER TREAT AT C.B.F.C.

Easter is, of course, a very special kind of celebration —
the commemoration of the most special thing that ever
happened. As Christians we remember and, hopefully,
live out the Easter message all through the year, but we
still like to mark this particular day in the church
calendar.

At Caversham Baptist Free Church, the celebration on
Easter Sunday was in the form of a Communion
Breakfast, followed by the usual family service.

First of all, the whole communion loaf was shared
among those present and then we were served a lovely
breakfast consisting of cereal, perfectly-cooked eggs,
juice and toast with real butter and marmalade. For all
this we had Peggy Ide and her ladies in the kitchen to
thank.

During the meal, some members of the church gave
short testimonies, read poems or shared something
relevant to the occasion. At the end of the meal we
shared the communion wine as Our Lord would have
done all those years ago. And so concluded the first part
of our morning worship.

With many hands making light work, the church was
soon transformed back into its usual state ready for a

CAVERSHAM MINISTER MOVES
TO ASHFORD

After nine years as
Minister at St Paul’s
United Reformed §%
Church in York Road, |

Caversham resident the
Revd David Clark is |
moving to Ashford, |
Kent. In Ashford he
will be continuing to
develop the ecumenical
aspects of his ministry
through looking after
three joint
URC/Methodist

The Revd David Clark

ST ANNE’S NEW

The church's year climaxed, as ever, at Easter with the ceremonies of Holy Week steadily
building to the First Mass of Easter on Holy Saturday evening. Maundy Thursday
commemorated the events of the Last Supper with the ceremonial washing of feet
during Mass and watching before the Blessed Sacrament till midnight at the Altar of
Repose. On Good Friday, the altar and sanctuary were bare and the tabernacle stood
empty as the Liturgy of the Passion was conducted with the reading of the St John
Passion, the Prayers of Intercession and Veneration of the Cross.

Finally, the evening of Holy Saturday brought the Solemn Easter Vigil and First Mass
of Easter preceded by the Service of Light in which the Paschal Candle was lit and
carried in procession into the church. The Vigil Mass itself was the occasion for the
Baptisms of Raymond Smith and Liza Palmer and the reception into the Catholic
Church of Michael Dinner.

After all that, Low Sunday could have been something of an anticlimax. However, it
was on that same Sunday 100 years ago that Caversham had its first public Roman
Catholic Mass and the Centenary Mass celebrated by the Archbishop of Birmingham
and the 100th birthday party held in connection with it are described elsewhere

8

{ However, Low Sunday 1996 was also the day on which the Archbishop had to confirm to
{ the members of his diocese, what had already been foreshadowed in the press; that in

the light of concerns expressed by Bishop Hollis of Portsmouth, the proposals concerning
the formation of a Thames Valley diocese would not be proceeded with.

It has always been plain that Berkshire had less to gain from the proposals than had
Oxfordshire but it was disappointing news nonetheless. Archbishop Couve de Murville
nevertheless emphasised the value of the consultations that had taken place and
indicated that he would be discussing further with Oxfordshire clergy, which for this
purpose included Caversham, how better to meet their Parishes’ needs within the

g i, 7

Archbishop Maurice addressing the congregation on Low Sunday.

. X .4-41&. R0 P)
The Blessing of the Paschal Candle at the Service of Light.

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 482800

Support your local Bookshop

Our services include:

¢ A wide range of new books and maps in
stock

4 Next day delivery for most orders

4 National “Book Tokens" sold and exchanged

4 A discount scheme on all book purchases

# Major credit and debit cards accepled

churches, a task that he
will share with a
Methodist minister.

In addition to his
ministry at St Paul’s,
the Revd David Clark
will also be
remembered in Reading
for his involvement in
the ecumenical work.
For the first seven
years he was also the
Industrial Officer for
Reading’s Industry,
Trade and Employment
Mission (ITEM). In
connection with ITEM
he has been Chaplain
to Berkshire County
Council at Shire Hall.
During his time in
Reading he has served
as Secretary and
Chairman of the
Reading and District
Council of Churches
(the predecessor of
Churches Together in

| Reading) and produced

their Newsletter. For six

enjoying spring sunshine.

months until April he
served as Acting
County Ecumenical
Officer for Churches
Together in Berkshire
and for a longer period
edited their Broadsheet.
He was also very active
in Churches Together in
Central ing.

David Clark will be
much missed,
particularly in
ecumenical circles
where he has made a
large contribution since
he came to the town.
Caversham Bridge and
its readers send good
wishes to David and
Alison Clark and their
family as they move to
Kent. We pray that
David may be richly
blessed in his new
ministry, for which he
will be instituted on 22

(Jl‘uvxe.

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating
148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642
ardiners
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(01734) 47 66 66




Page 8

" at THE
OLD DAIRY

“N\CK ORGANIC pp
Op,
UC“

Farm Shop

FOODS YOU CAN TRUST AT
COMPETITIVE PRICES
Do all your food shopping under one roof and
enjoy organic quality food all week long
The OLD DAIRY Farm Shop,
Path Hill Farm, Whitchurch

Nr Pangbourne

OPEN WED-SAT 10AM-5PM

Tel: (01734) 842392
“BEST FARM SHOP IN BRITAIN”

SPRING PLEASURES

recent visit to the

West Country
provided an
opportunity to

appreciate the beauty
of the masses of
primroses now
flowering along the
roadsides, in the banks
and hedges. This was
not evidence that
primroses are an
endangered species. In
that part of England
they are profuse and, |
think, are becoming
more evident each year.

Spring is a delightful
time to be down there,

display their treasures.
One can quickly
become overwhelmed
by trying to take in too
many in a short time so
we tend to visit only
one garden each time
we go there. This year
we chose to visit one
recently opened to the
public, which had been
‘lost” since the end of
the First World War.
These are the Lost
Gardens of Heligan on
the  south  coast
between Pentewan and
Mevagissey. They are
well worth a visit if you

almost  everything.
Created in the late
eighteenth century and
developed during the
nineteenth century they
contained collections
of palms, tree ferns and
bamboos as well as
magnificent camellias,
rhododendrons and
magnolias. The gardens
were labour intensive,
receiving a knockout
blow at the beginning
of the First World War
when a substantial part
of the staff left to serve
in the armed forces.
More than half the staff

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JUNE 1996

By Hortus

involved removing
massive amounts of
undergrowth and loam
and ivy feet deep to
uncover the old paths
and restore shrubberies.
In the vast walled
kitchen gardens self
sown trees and
brambles fifteen feet
high were cleared
away. All the old
greenhouses where
vines and peaches grew
have been restored and,
once again, vines and
peaches flourish. The
melon houses, the
and

garden, laid out below
the main house (itself
no longer part of the
estate). At the top of
the garden are views
down to the sea at
Mevagissey. The
garden follows a steep
valley down towards
the sea. Lt '
reminiscent of the
gardens at Trebah and
Glendurgan with the
banks of jungle plants
and trees edging a
stream which cascades
down the valley
through three pools.
What we found so

pineapple pit
banana house have
also been restored to be
put to use as they were
a hundred years ago.
Work still continues to
bring the whole area

— BBC Food Lovers Guide to Britain 1996/7

kaii ROYAL COUNTY
I CLEANERS

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST

are in the area.

They are a ‘Theme
Park’ par excellence
without all the
paraphernalia and
noise of a glorified fun

perished in the Flanders
mud. The gardens then
declined and without
regular maintenance
went to sleep. They
were discovered in

inspiring was the
amount of progress
achieved in less than
five years. So much has
been done yet so much
remains to do.

with the golden gorse
gleaming across the
moors and thrift and
valerian just beginning
to break into bloom on
or near the coastal

27 years experience - Caversham based company
- Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -
Competitive prices - Free quotations - Carpet fitting

service.

Tel: 474737

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
HELP IS AVAILABLE

TEL: 01734 724890

< PIANO TUNING o

PHONE (01734) 266464

cliffs. It is also the time
of year when the
Cornish put on their
annual Gardens Festival
as the proud gardens of
that county open to

fair. The gardens were
originally the centre of
the Tremayne family
estate at Heligan and
enabled its community
to be self sufficient for

1990 and since that
time there has been an
ongoing, ambitious
project to restore them
to their original glory.
The work has

and buildings back to
life to show how a
Cornish estate operated
then.

The third area of
interest is the Jungle

LONG WINTERS

being written at April’s
end, our long winter
has barely broken, one
mild  day being
followed by others

deterred by the

extended cold

Landcare
GARDEN SERVICES

Call Ron Darby on 470391

AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE

mmmm

Ll:s IE MAYNERD T.l.D.H.A.. M.RQA.

TRAINED & QUALIFIED

TEL: 01734 476067

1 also be

upon an early Spring
rarity or a few passage
migrants.

As so often happens
these days, time was

sea-mist and fog. The
redeeming feature
consisted of a wide

variety of night-flyers, awaited ; by the Caversham Court
many of which were twitcher along the Lo

identified by their north Norfolk coast, but : June 15th —2-5 p.m.
contact-calls. south to  south- Leighton Park School Jazz Band

Very heavy north-
eastward movements of
Redwing made one
reflect that some of our
Caversham visitors may

having been preceded
by the main body. We
wished them well as
they headed out across
the North Sea.

So fascinating and
exciting were these
calls, that one was
almost afraid of falling
asleep, lest al
‘speciality’ was missed.
Spring arrivals could
heard,

“including Sandwich

A Black Redstart,
Firecrest, Marsh
Harriers and a lingering
flock of Brent Geese
above Blakeney Point

unproductive.
On-shore winds are
those most eagerly

westerlies prevailed,
ultimately producing
rainfall.  Only the
leading edge of that
occluded front could

Crake at a Tring
reservoir. We took
immediate action and
were well rewarded — a
very good bonus
indeed which appeased
our ill-timed efforts
farther afield.

April concluded with
an American Coot at
Stodmarsh (Kent), a
‘FIRST’ for England.

The lengthy round trip |

was ~ ~ “successfully

AND

formerly of
Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis The Macket Gardes.
Therapy Centre accomplished in under Goring Heath,
Tel- 01734 482072 nine hours from are now resident at their
We can help with advice, information and support Caversham. All our | farmhouse in South Devon

Like the primroses
these gardens are no
longer endangered and
are enjoying a renewed
lease of life giving
pleasure to all.

Mick & Maureen

and welcome guests for

REGISTERED CHARITY activities were
or a ew conditions delaying Terns, Swallows and enthusiastically Bed and Breakfast
Fcomparauvely reproduction of the Sand Martins. These accompanied by S BreZ;(fastand
vll Y ‘dormant’ months we natural food-chain. were _COﬂf”mEd in  Scooby, my twelve-year E,vening Meal.
1 age arnms have stayed at home Nothing daunted, :anera;lngsl?UlmierS a(; old King Charles S o
Retailers of Wool, Haberdashery, and enjoyed the winter our ’war_1der-lust' BN ool ‘twitcher’t
L Bahins cvesores - i Birds  foaether withyicateh Uniaiius Alve BEE doi, 16 I 10 el e e
Dry Cleaning, Alterations and Shoe Repairs regular species of ventured forth, all too singing W,e.” a3 th(—”‘:
) garden, field and soon, to the north occasional ‘single-note
24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading, gravel-pit. Norfolk coast. Our Rock Pipit identified
Berks RG4 9SU As these words are hopes at best, were itself. r HAND PAINTED CHINA ‘

By LINDA CLARKE

Christening & Wedding Plates,
Pet Portraits, Door Plaques etc.

Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN

iri imi i WORKSHOPS
MAR requiring sweater and limited. Nights under were good to see.
TIN RYLEY anorak. canvas beneath the Unfortunately, search . Tel: 481271 for details .
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION Summer migrants shingle-ridge were for an Arctic Redpoll
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS have again been chilly and damp with and Serin proved

Caversham Liberal Democrats

GRAND SUMMER FAIR
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well have been have brought a rarity,
amongst them! but failed to do so.
. i Whimbrel, Teal and Two days after our
Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting, Wishor: passeel through - returr, However, niews WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
shrub pruning, beds & borders in lesser numbers, arrived of a Spotted MOST MAKES

A. C. DUNN

Phone: (01734) 475319

Have you seen the new range of

TUPPERWARE?

How about a party with €10 or
“more free Tupperware for the
Hostess?

- Call-Nicola-on 01734 470456 -
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DIARY OF A VICTORIAN
VICAR

he following are
extracts from a
diary kept by the

Reverend Francis
Thackeray, Vicar of
Mapledurham 1883-
1919. He began his
diary while he was still a
master at Eton College.
After the death of his
wife in 1880 he decided
to take the living at
Mapledurham and
moved there with his
three young daughters,
Lily, Ada and Theo. It
was not his first
introduction to this quiet
Oxfordshire village for
he had several times
taken over from the
previous vicar, Edward

Coleridge, while
Coleridge went on
holiday.

| have only picked out
entries that seemed of
interest and my own
comments on these
entries  follow in
brackets.

Francis Thackeray,
like so many of his day,
was deeply interested in
antiques, and one of his
hobbies was to collect
fossils. He did this with

" great enthusiasm, often
travelling to Europe to
find them and to look at
rock formations. He
seems to have spent a
great deal of time
travelling to London and
Eton for various reasons
and holidaying at home
and abroad.

MK
1884
June 22: | began Evening
Service for the Summer
on Sunday which the
people have never yet
had here.
July 9: 1 took the
bellringers and choir to
Oxford. We saw a great
deal in the day and they
much enjoyed it. (This
would have meant going
by waggon to Reading
Station).
February 12: 1 saw a
brimstone butterfly, the

March 6: Went on a
sleety, cold night to
preach a Lent sermon at
Kidmore (End). On
returning, Scammell (the
groom) drove me in the
dark into a field by
mistake. Home at
10.15pm.

May 4: We had a large
garden party - 50 in all —
very successful. Two sets

study in the year 1854
(from a carbuncle).
December 29: Miss
Butler the school
mistress is very ill with
bronchitis. | walked to
Mr Fannings house at
Bozedown and brought
her back some grapes.

1888

December 25: We all
dined at Hardwick and
came away loaded with
presents. There has not

sheets etc. for the poor
people who are burnt
out of house and home.
November 30: We have
started a cooking class at
the Vicarage and 25
people came and took
much interest in it.

1892
April 5: First day on the
nver.
July 21: The School
report troubled me all
yesterday. We are

worked with the
children at the school at
Arithmetic.

May 6: Lady Mary Mills
(wife of the tenant of
Mapledurham House)
called and gave us a
lovely altar cloth from
Venice.

1894
January 4: Said to be the
coldest night for 35
years.
November 18: The water
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CYCLE
CENTRE

CYCLE SALES, REPAIRS, SPARES,
ACCESSORIES AND CLOTHING
LARGE RANGE - FRIENDLY SERVICE

New cycles — Brilliant Prices

Servicing & Repairs — All on site, all makes
Full Range of Accessories and parts, most
extensive range in town

Clothing and helmets for all types — all seasons
Secondhand often available (full guaranteed)
Free Ist Services

Cotablabed
ne]

D & G CYCLE CENTRE
110 Henley Road, Caversham
Tel: (01734) 463050

of relations came to it. [

Lady Shakespeare and
the Fred Thackerays who
are at Caversham. (They
lived at Balmore House).

1886
January 8: The worst
snow storm since

January 1881. A huge
limb of Archbishop
Sumner’s cedar came
down (John Bird Sumner

was vicar of
Mapledurham 1818-
1828. He was
Archbishop of

Canterbury 1848-1862.
It was he who planted
the great cedar in the
vicarage garden).

July 12: Mrs Rose (from
Hardwick) lent us their
gondola. (Mrs Rose had
a Venetian gondolier
complete with his boat,
brought from Venice to
row the family on the
Thames).

December 26: A fearful
snow storm at night. The
cedar has again suffered.

1887

June 21: The Jubilee
Day. Nice service, the
church was crowded. In
the Park at 1pm and
excepting half-an-hour
was there till 9.45pm.
Everyone was very
happy with races, games
etc. | presided at the
dinner. (This was Queen
Victoria’s Golden
Jubilee.)

July 10: A son of Lord
Augustus FitzClarence (a
natural son of King
William 1V) the former
vicar came. The deodar
(tree) on the lawn was
here in the time of his

Fishing at Mapledurham c1930. The lock keeper's house on the Purley
bank is new. The earlier one was on the Oxfordshire side of the river — a
whitewashed house with slate roofs it featured on early Jarold’s picture
postcards.

been a single funeral this
year. This has not
happened for more than
a century. The last time
was in 1785.

1890

November 30: Icicles on
the mill wheel. The
coldest night but one in
November in the last 32
years. The glass was at
20°F. (The mill wheel
would have been turning
all the time, so icicles
would only have formed
if it was intensely cold).

1891

March 28: A terrible fire
at Hodmore farm. One
rick was blazing still
when Harry (his son) and
| got there. We took

threatened with a
waming if the Arithmetic
and Spelling are not
improved.

August 23: Today | saw a
rare butterfly. Thecla
Betulae (brown hair
streak). It settled on my
hand and remained in
our hall till next moming
when | let it out. | have
seen it in Switzerland but
never before in England.

1893

March 1:1 was going
from Evening Service at
the School when Twilight
our pony would not be
got out of the stable. The
iliness flew to his brain
and in three days he had
to be shot.

March 27: Harry kindly

ANGLICAN

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

first this year.

father, who died in the

DREWEATT -NEATE
—— HOLLOWAYS ——

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
,Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents (o a single item.

Entries for future sales invited.
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposcs.
The professional alternative to London

FINE ART AUCTIONEERS ESTABLISHED 1769

Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-salc inspection and advice.

ey

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road.
Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
Tel: 472788.

(The Rev. Andrew Tyler, Hon. Asst Priest)

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Bamnabas Road. Tel: 478239.

The Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,
The Vicarage, St John's Road. Tel: 471814.
The Rev Sheila Nunn, 25 Ikicy Road. Tel: 472070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park
Village. Tel. 475152,

METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham. Tel:
482530. ¥

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green. Tel:
477697

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Rev David Clark. 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Church Office Tel: 474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787

The Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev. A. N. Lawrence, 6a Hemdean Road. Tel: 470816.
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came into the church
and | had the service at
the Vicarage. This is the
highest flood since 1768.
December 25: In going
to dine at Hardwick we
were upset and had to
walk half the way. The
fly (carriage) we were in
suffered from the floods,
we believe, and broke in
two parts. The Roses
kindly sent us back in
their conveyance.

1895
February 6: A very cold
night. In the kitchen
garden the glass went
down to 23 degrees of
frost.

February 10: We had a
fearful shock and fright.
In the evening we had
smelt something and
looked everywhere but
in the right place, the
Lobby next to the Study.
I heard a heavy fall and
was horrified to find one
side of a large bookcase
on fire, Ada rushed to
our housebell and went
off to Mapledurham
House for help. I caught
up two rugs'and held
them against the flames
till men came with
Merryweather’s fire
engine and Ada brought
Hardman'’s bottles from
the church. The men
worked very well and in
half-an-hour they got it
under. Many old books,
prints and papers were
bumnt or scorched, alas!

I must have been the
cause, having gone into
the room with a candle
and ignited, unwittingly,
some of the papers | had
lifted for fear of the
floods. It is a merciful
deliverance. | could not
sleep much after it.
February 29: Lady Mary
Mills is dead. So young

nd beautiful.
! be continued - . -,

c Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please *phone Matron

READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

AHOLIDAY IN FRANCE?

Lovely restored cottage in Northern
Brittany, 20 minutes drive from sea.
In Open countryside with fine views.
Beamed 35 foot sitting/dining room.
Large farmhouse kitchen.
Sleeps 6 + cot.
Large garden & barbecue.
Vacancies - 477525

Cutts & Co.

Chartered Accountants & Registered Auditors

Providing a complete range of services for
the small to medium sized business and
personal tax client

FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION

11 Church Street, Reading, RG1 2SB
Tel: (01734) 505678 Fax: (01734) 569955

(4 Ghop

PC Consultancy available.
J .

Toe Beautiful and
Rivermark A’Nw’ unusual gifts in the
2. Street Gift Shop

1a North St., Caversham
Church St O Gosbrook Rd 01734 463547

(Rivermars Gallerﬂ

elecottage -

Hire time on a PC.
Scanning and access to the Internet.
Training courses given.

e ————
Web site - hitp:/i\vb.labs_bt. com/~rmccubbi/trchp .htm
LIVAD CEOY 4 H 02 a70 7T R

23O
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J- D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone

READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information
Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS.

RG1 6ND

A. R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance - General
Repairs - All Types of Decorating
Undertaken - Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES

14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 475846

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen’s
Guild

The Caversham
AN eNin n oo n
Townswomens Guild
had a good attendance
for their April Meeting.
After reports on finance,
visits to Federation,
forthcoming Rambles,
the Speaker was Mrs
Chumbley on Chiropody,
when members were
shown shoes that were
good for their feet and
others less so.

Mrs Dobson thanked
the Speaker and the
Chairman, Mrs D Smith,
closed the meeting after
the raffle and
competition winners
named.

The Social Studies
afternoon comprised a
very interesting talk on
photography by Mrs
Varina Clark who
showed examples of her
competition entries and
told of the comments the
Judges had made. Tips

on how to use the
camera and answers to
questions  put by

members of the guild
were generously given.
In all a very happy
afternoon was had by all.

Caversham W.I.

The president, Miss M.
Cameron, welcomed
members including a
new ‘face’ transferring

OFFERS

Suprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS

AND AT KEENEST PRICES

BEST

UP-MARKET CATERING

on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 477713

The Entertai Cooks

FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

price guide

from an Oxfordshire W.I.
and gave details of future
events, including the
group meeting and a trip
to My Fair Lady at the

Hexagon. The
programme for- the
coming  year  was

available and the county
newsletter was perused.
In the absence of the

expected V.C.O;\
members were
introduced to the three
resolutions and

expressed their views
while enjoying a cup of
tea. After the raffle was
drawn, the birthday
flowers were given to
Sylvia Myszor.

Caversham
Community
Association

April began with
members boarding a
coach for a trip to the
T.V. Studios to see a
recording of ‘Talking
Telephone Numbers’ - a
most interesting
experience.

The next meeting
found everyone in a
party mood as they
celebrated the club’s
forty-fifth birthday -
sapphire anniversary.
Everyone sat down to a
meal of salad, French
bread and either salmon
or ham, followed by an
assortment of desserts.
The entertainment was
provided by the
Woodford Singers who
gave an excellent
programme of popular
songs. After cutting
Maida Feast's delicious
celebration cakes the
raffle was drawn to end
an entertaining evening.

The last meeting in the
month is usually the
AGM, a particularly sad
one as the President, Ted
Howard, had recently
died. A donation in his
memory had been sent
to Sue Ryder Home at
Nettlebed. His wife, Olive
Howard, has agreed to
be  President and
conducted the election
of new officers and
committee: Chairman -
Maida Feast, Secretary -
Margaret Cameron,
Treasurer - Muriel Waite.
A discussion on finance
followed with the news
that the rent was being
increased again. After
some suggestions for
future meetings
members went home
anticipating more fun
and fellowship.

New members are

always welcome - just
come to the Arthur
Legge  Centre on. a

Monday at 7.30pm.

Rosehill
W.I.

If someone referred to
‘a delightful girl’ and ‘a
delightful boy’ which
plants would spring to
mind? The answers,
Sweet Cicely and Sweet
William, emerged during
a quiz at the April
meeting.

Our advertised
speaker was unable to
come so the talents of
members were called
upon to hold the interest
of the meeting. Mrs
Ridley contributed a quiz
on flower names and
from Mrs Weaver we
heard about her recent
visit to her son in
Geelong, Australia. While
there, she visited the
small hamlet of Talbot,
near Ballerat, for a
meeting of the Country
Womens Association. The
Association is the nearest
equivalent in Australia to
the WI here and
members were interested
to hear a comparison of
the two organizations.
Mrs Stockhill reported on
the Spring Council
Meeting at  which
members were asked to
contribute coloured pens
and stationery for
‘education packs’ to be
sent to children in Bosnia.

At Rosehill Institute’s
Birthday Party on 5th
June entertainment will
be provided by Henley
Bellringers (St Barnabas
Hall, 2.00pm); visitors are
welcome.

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen's
Guild

Mrs Clarice Lott very
ably chaired the April
meeting in the absence
of the Chairman and the
Vice Chairman,

After the general
business and reports, Mr
Reg Harper, a “Hobbyist
Beekeeper”, was
introduced to unravel
the mysteries of
Beekeeping. He had
brought along many
artefacts to help him
give a very interesting
but detailed account of
what is involved, helped
by his wife who also
showed the slides.

After a fascinating talk
it became very clear
what “Busy as a Bee”
really means as a tree is
in bloom for only ten
days, and the bees have
to work very hard to
collect the honey. It
would seem that the
Beehive is not so much a
home as a factory and

tum to page 11 |
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NEWS FROM
HIGHDOWN

Poet Michael Rosen visits the English
Department

In February, Highdown welcomed the poet
Michael Rosen for a poetry session with Year
11 and Sixth Form students. Michael Rosen
was visiting Reading as part of an event linked
to the Anne Frank Exhibition which was
shown at the Town Hall in January. The poet
read a selection of his poems, talked about his
own experiences as a Jewish boy growing up in
Britain, and answered questions put to him by
his audience.

The German Exchange

From 22nd March until 4th April Highdown
was host, once again, to the Realschule
Schesslitz in Bavaria. Eighteen pupils, aged
fifteen-sixteen years and their teachers, Frau
Ursula Krapf, Frau Elizabeth Sieben and Herr
Rudolf Taithel, enjoyed a varied programme of
visists to Bath, London and Oxford and a day
was spent in Reading visiting the Mayor’s
Parlour, viewing the Bayeux Tapesty and going
on ‘The Journey of a Letter’ at the Royal Mail
Depot in Caversham Road. Many Highdown
teachers kindly gave up their free periods to
give “special’ lessons to the Germans.

Art Trip to Paris

At the crack of dawn on 16th February, the art
students from Years 12 and 13, chaperoned by
Mr Armstrong and Mrs Graham travelled on a
long twelve hour coach journey to Paris. After a
very short night’s sleep they went to the
Louvre and the Picasso museum. They also
visited the Musee d’Orsay and the Musee d’Art
Moderne, and walked to the Eiffel Tower and
the Champs Elysees, before returning across
the Channel in a gale force 8 wind!

READING & DISTRICT CANCER CARE

35 Prospect St, Caversham, Reading RG4 8JB
Tel: (01734) 462930
We have moved from Hemdean Road to
Prospect Street. Your donated items of clothes,
unwanted gifts, bric-a-brac, china, glass will be
gratefully received.

The money raised from the sale of these
goods supports patients and families of cancer
sufferers in the Reading and District
community.

We also need more volunteers - half a day or
just a few hours a week would be appreciated.
Please pop in or ring the above number.

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

Extensions, loft conversions,
kitchens, bathrooms, patios,
driveways, property maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM
01734 482504
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bees must have an
inbuilt computer. In fact
to produce one pound
of honey a bee flies the
distance equivalent to
three and a half times
around the world, but of
course a bee doesn't fly,
he “kind of paddles with
his wings!” Oh to be a
drone which is
completely cosseted and
spends its life waiting
with its friends for a
virgin bee to come
along!

The Social Studies
Group also had a very
interesting April
meeting, when they
were taken along The
Kennet and Avon Canal
by Mr Crosier a very
enthusiastic member of
the Trust. Showing
slides of the dereliction
before a new lock was
rebuilt and the change
to the area afterwards,
clearly showed what a
beautiful asset it became
in every way. It was a
slow process because of
the high cost and
tremendous work

involved but something
to be proud of and for
the enjoyment  of
everyone,

The Scrabble Group
meets as usual and Jan
Brown is a contestant in
the Area Finals,

There is always a
friendly welcome in St
Andrews Hall,
Caversham, on the third
Tuesday of the month,
Why not come along?

Chazey W.I.

Resoundingly
Unanimous Agreement

The Resolutions 1o be
included in the Agenda
for the 1996
Intermediate General
Meeting were put to
members by Mrs Wendy
Robinson, Voluntary
County Organiser, on
May 7th, for discussion
and approval.

First was a request to
the Government to
support students from
families of limited
income by a realistic
living grant. There was a
lively debate about this
one. Those  with
experience of students

informed members of

the extras required and
their cost. Food, fuel &
renv- were  to be
expected and affected
the whole community
but equipment and

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN A.R.IC.S.

Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

RING 01734 510855 BUSINESS
OR 01734 479093 HOME

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
Excellent rates Throughout the Year
FULLY INSURED
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Tel 01734 473560 Mobile 0378 340444
34 Ardler Rd, Caversham, Reading

CH

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

ROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 evenings

BARBARA

LADIES" HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham
Tel: 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tue!
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and F

y and

riday

books were costly and
tended to reduce money
available for living
expenses,

Un a ol mous
agreement was almost
instantancous on a
Resolution calling for
Skills for Living to be a
compulsory part of the
national curriculum.
Cookery, food hygiene,
nutrition, budgeting and
parenting are skills
fundamental to the
nation’s wellbeing and
Chazey members felt
strongly on this. In
periods of high
umemployment
budgeting is a survival
skill and the ability to
repare good, cheap food
becomes essential. This
was the second
Resolution  to  be
discussed but was felt 1o
be by far the most
important,

The third Resolution
urged NHS dental
treatment to be available
to all. There are 108
dental practices in
Berkshire of whom only
29 accept new NHS
patients. Lack of regular
mouth inspection can

affect the carly
recognition of oral
cancer.

Of course all the
Resolutions entail much
money, but the meeting
heard the remark that if
all the children were
taught Skills for Living,
then students would live
better and the whole
population would not
need such extensive
dental repair. There's
really no reply to that!

St Peters’
Wives’ Group

The Chairman
announced at the April
meeting of St Peters’
Wives' Group that the
summer outing for this
year would be a visit, in
June, to Dorney Court.
She then introduced Mr
lan McCauley from
Reading Borough
Council, who was to talk
about Reading's long
awaited Oracle
shopping centre; the
first part is now
scheduled to open in
the spring of 1999, with
the remainder a year
later. Reading Borough
Council and BICC are
joint developers and,
following a major
archaeological
investigation this year,
which could reveal
much of interest, work
on the site will begin. It
is expected that this
new complex will make
Reading one of the top
twenty destinations in
the country and
prestigious stores have
already booked sites.
The centrepiece will
face the Kennet, along
which a dedicated cycle
route is planned, and
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there will be an open
space between Minster
Street and the river. As
well as two levels of
shopping areas, leisure
facilities  including
cinemas and restaurants
are to be provided and
there will also be
facilities  for  the
disabled. Car parking
will, of course be
included, and re-cycling
centres, However, it will
not be all shopping and
leisure as forty
residential units are also
planned. A short video
showing the proposed
centre preceeded the
talk and a lively
discussion followed,
ranging from Reading’s
current shopping
facilities 1o transport
and parking concerns
and various associated
topics. The Group will
welcome the Oracle’s
opening.

Emmer Green

Townswomen'’s
Guild

The new Chairman
Marion Cooper started
the meeting on Tuesday
evening 9th April by
introducing her new
committee.

ARTS & CRAFTS - next
meeting will be on
Gardens,

WORDS & MUSIC
Holidays will be the
theme for the next
meeting. Members will
exchange ideas and
stories on successful
and disastrous holidays
RAMBLERS - The first
walk was a bus ride to
Savacentre and a 4 mile
walk around Theale.
Second walk  was
around Wargrave. This
was a circular walk and
very wet underfoot.
There will be organised
Horse & Cart rides on
April 25 & 30.

The Jumble Sale will
be held in St Barnabas
Hall on May 18.

Pauline Young won the
decorated egg
competition.

The speaker for the
evening was Mr J. D.
Rogers who spoke on
The History of the
Postal Services. Mr
Rogers is not a member
of H.M. Postal Services.
He is writing a book and
is  still  collecting
information for his book
and wishes to hear
people’s opinions.

It was a really
interesting talk and Mr
Rogers is definitely to be
recommended as a
speaker. He showed
members slides and told
many interesting aspects
of the Postal Services.

Next month’'s meeing
will be held on the 14
May and the speaker
will be Mr Penrose on
Kilt Making. There will
also be a Sales Table of
plants.

Caversham
Ladies
Club

It was Easter Party
time for the Club and
the lovely, attractive
sight of all the different
goodies laid out on the

long tables was
certainly very tempting
to see, Mrs Brenda
Strong opened  the

meeting and welcomed
the members, saying
how good it was to sce
many present, and
thanking them for all
their kind and generous
contributions,

Members were told
their outing Lo
Compton Acres, then
on to Bournemouth,
would be on 30th May
instead of on the earlier
date given.

Top table had the
usual Easter Cake at the
centre, decorated by
Mrs Queenie Strong
with almond paste and
various items . that
represented what Easter
stood for. Mrs Queenie
Strong  had  been
responsible for this job
over many past years
and members showed
their appreciation in
the usual way, It was
now time for the
Chairman to say Grace,
and members to help
themselves to the lovely
spread in front of them
Tea was taken round by
members of the
Committee which is
their usual role at Club
parties. The cake was
then cut and taken
round and an egg was
given to each member.
Time eventually caught
up and many willing
hands helped to restore
the Club to its normal
appearance. With all
leaving with lots of
thanks, the meeting
closed at 4pm.
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caversham park
village association

Charity Reg. No, 272950
KEEP FIT AT
THE MILESTONE CENTRE

~ SQUASH/RACKET BALL
friendly 2 court club
'?t-l: 5455);(5 or 472.:)(‘!

BADMINTON

Monday cvenings, Wed & Friday mornings
Tel: 476269

TABLE TENNIS
Thursday evenings from 8pm
Tel: 479886

] YOGA

Monday afternoons from 1.30pm

ACE

CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL - SUPPLIED - EXPERTLY
FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
FIRE RETARTED - THE COMPLETE CARPET
SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST
MASTER FITTERS.

TELEPHONE - READING
01734 475919

V&I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

® BATTERIES

® D.LY.

® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

® KEY CUTTING (Not mortice)
® PAINTS

® PETFOODS

® PLUMBING FITTINGS

PHONE 01734 474538

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

Specialists in the restoration of period buildings

TELEPHONE 01734 483536

FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

o COMPUTER ASSISTE
VISION EXAMINATION

e GLAUCOMA T ING
e CONTACT LENSES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

~

e QUALITY

o SERVICE

e FASHION

e VARILUX
CENTRE

o DESIC R FRAMES

e COMPETITIVE PRICES

a0

. EYECARE
%\2
%

w"’”
OPHTHALMIC

OPTICIANS
ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

READING TEL: (01734) 472099
OPPOSITE WAITROSE

‘g,.f_mnm

Cheistian Dior
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CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

= 26 years experience
FIXING BY OUR OWN « Carpet repairs
FIXING EXPERTS » Re-adaptions
555377 = Vinyls
“;‘3:" 55 Donkin Hill ":"’15;7,2759 READING
Caversham g 479280/500472
Reading RG4 0DG Mobile:
BN 0173s478853479163 =y 0831 203530

P PETER BURTON
D > A e il
BUILDERS "9/ =)
S J str-':.a PAINTER & DECORATOR
PRIVATE &
ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, SUB-CONTRACT
EXTENSIONS, INTERNAL & GENERAL
EXTERNAL DECORATION, MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
RE-FURBISHMENT, PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE
) DARREN SMITH TEL: READING
29 Partridge Drive Tel (01734) 624156 01734 470297
Tilehurst Mobile 0860 863055
AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION BN

CARPET
FITTERS

No job to small *

. PLUMBING
LD Cdllinson cumniL |_PLUMBING |
Central Heating
CLOCKMAKER 20y General Repairs
FREE ESTIMATES
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, K C BARNES
2 :AVEHS:AMh : & SON
pecialists in French an
Grandfather clock repairs. 2090Kaidvlenr:’r‘ea:‘oad
Free local collection service
OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE Telephone:

Tel. (01734) 473548 481929
:-....II..I...............: PLUMB'NGAND
« GARDEN MACHINERY -+ | .cinG ENGINEER
: SERVICES : —_—

+ 6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM o | GEOFF KEEN
S TEL: READING 473308 ¢ | 63 Stuart Close,
. Sales and Services Always large stock . S (_Ereen,
= Agents for of s Reading

. FLYMO NEW AND .

. MOUNTFIELD REconDITIONED & | Tel. 470471
. HAYTER MACHINES  ®

: ATCO ect Free estimates o Free estimates given

JOHN — Your
WOOLDRIDGE \ & PET iﬁ”op
PLUMBING HEATING & CAVERSHAM

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations & general i
plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or and Aqua”a
small.
29 PROSPECT STREET
112 MAYFIELD DRIVE, Reading 472422
CAVERSHAM e
RG4 0JT (01734) 482584 boce}Bebveny Servo

Gee Gee Pets

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

A.B. WALKER
& SONLTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PREPAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD. READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

Goer 75
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393
141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
21 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103

House arrangements can be undertaken by
our caring experienced staff.

% 24 Hour Service % Private Chapel of Rest
* Limousine Hire

INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 01734 574896

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY

Phone
Reading 478175

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST
Mrs L McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
Clinic: 23 Conisboro Ave.,

Caversham Heights
Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

DMB #

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (01734) 473503 Mobile 0589 354002
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JUNE 1996

NICKSON'’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an interest
in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of
Caversham

* Advice free and browsers are welcome

* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel/Fax 01734 463804

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery
John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 872103

Walton Adams

& Son Limited
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING  ATHOME

PASSPORT $

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER
from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713
Use it like a vacuum cleaner and see the
dirt being removed

Tomalin & Son
Funeeal Birector

incorporating Arthur Butler.of Peppard
The Caring Family Run
Independent Funeral Service

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD, HEN-
LEY-ON-THAMES

Tel: (01491) 573370

24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

J R McCARDLE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %
* Security lighting %
* Appliance testing to latest requirements %
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %

48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE
Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

T.v. DOCTOR 3rd Rwdér;iliil Peters)

% Free Callout

% Free Estimates M a rq lilee

% Repairs to T.V.s, for Hire
Videos, Microwaves, 30’ x 16’
Hi-Fi's etc Very reasonable rates

01734 484585 Tel. 481942

A.F. JONES
MASTERMASONS | | =™
MASTER
Fine Memorials in MASONS

Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all

Craftsmen in Stone

other masonry BEDFORD RD
undertaken READING
Telephone
573537

READING 262362




