Christmas in Caversham

THE 12 DAYS
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DID YOU KNOW THAT THERE ARE 106 RETAIL SHOPS IN THE CENTRE OF CAVERSHAM IN AN AREA FROM
PROSPECT STREET TO CAVERSHAM BRIDGE AND FROM WOLSEY ROAD TO ST. ANNE’S ROAD? CAVERSHAM
TRADERS ASSOCIATION HAVE BANDED TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE THE CHRISTMAS SEASON WITH US AND TO
SHOW THAT CAVERSHAM SHOPS HAVE MUCH TO OFFER.

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS COMPETITION
There are picture cards of “THE TWELVE DAYS OF CHRISTMAS” in the
windows of various shops around Caversham.

All you have to do s to find all twelve pictures and write on the entry form
in which shop window they were seen. (All participating shops have entry
forms). Once you have filled in all the answers, complete the simple tie
breaker and you could win a superb prize.

Your entry must be handed in to any of the shops taking part by
20th December 1995.

i

E FIRST PRIZE DELUXE CHRISTMAS HAMPER will include'
the usual festive food and drink, but also many more gifts and
vouchers from the many interesting shops in Caversham. The

hamper will be on display in Waring’s the baker’s window. The
prize for children of 12 and under is a FAMILY TICKET FOR FOUR
to the Christmas pantomime “Cinderella” at the Hexagon.
The presentation of the hamper will be made by a famous local

personality.
WINNER TO BE ANNOUNCED ON 22ND DECEMBER

Take advantage of this facility and enjoy the

:

LATE NIGHT OPENING

with mulled wine and mince pies. Many of
the shops in Caversham will be open until

8pm on fridays, 8th, 15th and 22nd
December.

festive spirit as well.

Pt

CHRISTMS EVE
OPENING

Almost all the shops in the Caversham Traders
"~ Assodiation will open on Christmas Eve

(Sunday) from 10am to 4pm.

Some shops will also open on other Sundays in

December.
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TO WISH YOU PEACE AND JOY THIS CHRISTMAS - AND TO INVITE YOU TO OUR SERVICES

i

STREET
ENTERTAINMENT

Choirs and groups of musicians togeth
with Punch and Judy will be around

on late night opening -
8th and 15th December

gt Elnd i
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from all the Churches in Caversham

%

FREE CHURCH

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
25th  10am Christmas Service

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 2 Church St Reading —

25th  10:30am Christmas Worship &

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST Prospect 5t
17th  10:30am Christmas Family Service
6:30pm Candlelight Carol Service
24th  10:30am  Christmas Eve Service
25th  10:30am Christmas Day Family Service
31st 10:30 am New Year's Eve Service

GOSBROOK RD METHODIST

3d 10:30am = Toy Service
10th 6:30pm  Adult Nativity
17th  10:30am Children Nativity
6:30pm Carol Sesvice
24th  11:30pm Christmas Evening Service
25th  10:30 L
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS

METHODIST CHURCH Weedcote Rd

10th  11am Toy Service

16th 3pm Polio Fellowship Carols
17th  4pm Christingle

24th  11am Lessons and Carols

11:15pm  Watchnight Communion
25th  10:30am Family Celebration

31st  11am Family Praise
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Peppard Rd

17th 6pm Candlelit Family Service
24th  10:30am Christmas Eve Service
25th  10:30am Christmas Day Service

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St ANNE'S Sesth View Ave
24th 630pm Mass & Procession to Crib
11:30pm Carols before ...
12 midnight Midnight Mass
25th  10:30am Christmas Celebration Mass
RICHMOND RD CHAPEL
25th  Sam Mass
St MARTIN RC SCHOOL pendesnis Ave
24th 9:15am Mass
6pm Midnight Mass
25th 9:15am Mass

ECUMENICAL CHURCH

CAVERSHAM PARK VILLAGE
““aversham Park h—-y_ﬁrbul Queensway

17ih  11am Communion and Carols
24th  11am All Age Carol Service
11:30pm  Midnight Communion
25h  1lam ANl Age Chuistmas
Communion
CHURCH OF ENGLAND

St PETER'S CAVERSHAM Church Rd

17th 6:30 pm  Carol Service

24th 8 am
9:15am Said Communion Rite B
Apm Crib / Christingle Service
11:30pm  Midnight Mass

25th 8 am
915 pm Sung Eucharist
11 15pm Moming Prayer

17th
24th

25th

24th

25th

St MARGARET'S
MAPLEDURHAM
6:30pm Carol Service
2:30 pm Crib Service
11:30 pm Midnight Mass
11 am Holy Communion
St ANDREW'S Harregate Rd
4:30pm Crib Service
11:30 pm  First Eucharist of Christmas
8pm The Eucharist
10 am Sung Family Eucharist

St BARNABAS Emmer Green Grove Rd

_10th

17th
24th

25th

9:30am
430 pm Carol Service

8 am Holy Communion
9:30 am Parish Communion
4:30 pm Crib Service
11:30pm  Midnight Communion
8 am Holy Communion
9:30 pm  Sung Eucharist

St JOHN'S Gosbrook Rd Lewer Caversham

17th

24th

25th

10am Parish Eucharist with
Christingle & Nativity

4pm Christingle Service for the
Uniformed Organisations

6:30pm  Festival of Nine Lessons &
Carols (Followed by mulled
wine and Mince pies)

8am Holy Communion (BCP)

10am Parish Eucharist

4pm Carols round the Crib

11:30pm  Midnight Mass

8am Holy Communion (BCP)

10am Parish Eucharist for All Ages
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TALKIN? POINT
:f

The Revd Sheila Nunn
St. Peter & St. Margaret

‘GOD SURPRISES EARTH
WITH HEAVEN’

reparations for Christmas seem to start earlier each

year - at least the practical preparations do. The

cooking, shopping, present-buying, inviting of

relatives, the seige-like feel to so much of what we
do seems like a great barrier between us and Christmas
Day. | would like to make a plea to us all to put the Baby
back into Christmas.

So often we are urged to do the opposite - to consider
the demands of the adult Jesus. It is thought by some
serious-minded theologians that the emphasis on the baby
is sentimental, ‘nice’, easy and demands little of us.

Anyone awaiting the birth of a child, especially a second
or third child, would refute that idea. Awaiting a child is
exciting, frustrating, awe-inspiring and, towards the birth-
date, the time seems endless.

A baby demands a love response by its vulnerability, it
holds no grudges when you are tired and lack patience. It
evokes a desire to protect, to give without cost or
consideration. We may feel the need to buy the best pram,
cot, clothes, toys but all the baby needs is the warmth of
love and care. We can sometimes be so anxious to provide
the baby with all the best that money can buy that we miss
what is really important. Just like preparing for Christmas,
we can be seduced into providing more and more material
goods when what the Baby needs is time with us, to be
talked to, held, loved just for who it is.

Advent is a time of waiting and preparation, of re-
adjusting our lives to include another, of re-evaluating our
priorities.

God came to the world as a baby - not in power, with
influence - but as a vulnerable, helpless, dependent child.
He came to a family without position or power, a family
from an obscure part of the country. The love of a child by
its parents shows us something of God’s for us. He
demands our time, our self-giving and the ability to see the
world as He sees it.

This Advent time we await the birth of the Christ-child
with love, with expectancy, with apprehension (for how
shall we cope with having our lives turned upsidedown?) A
baby is unpredictable, does not fit in with our image and
preconceived ideas. He disrupts and disturbs our well-
ordered lives but brings joy beyond our imagining. We
learn to let go of things we thought indispensable in our
lives.

So when you receive the well-meant cards and see the
smiling baby in a neat crib think of the smelly stable, with
pain and blood and fierce joy. Think of our God coming to
us so gently, asking us to love Him not judging us but
holding out His arms. What better image for our God
whose love for us is so amazing. We are called as Church
to be parent to the Christ child - to await with excitement
the birth when

‘God surprises earth with Heaven

Coming here on Christmas Day.’

(lona Christmas Carol)
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The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mrs Margaret Bally, Mr Eric Chappell, Mrs Marjorie Tiliman, Mr Kevin Corrigan, Mr Bernard Miller,
c/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. Tel: 471703,

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PE. Tel: 471816.

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr. M. Staunton, 23 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7AN. Tel: 472389.

COMPANY SECRETARY: MR H. Pilgrim, 64 Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG. Tel: 474017.

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Miss E. Stark. 14 The Cloisters, Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RQ. Tel: 473045,
Al contributions for January issue should be sent to Church House, by noon on Wednesday 29 November.

Al advertising copy should be sent to Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Caversham by 27 November

The dates for February will be Tuesday 2 January and Wednesday January 3
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Self help is our way of action.
Dear Editors,

The Berkshire Multiple
Sclerosis Therapy Centre
would like to thank the
residents of Caversham
for their generous support
at a collection held in the
town on Saturday, 30th
September. The total
raised was £1,172, which
was a fantastic
achievement, and this
money will go directly to
helping all our members
who suffer from Multiple
Sclerosis.

At our Centre in Patrick
Road, Caversham, we
offer physiotherapy,
counselling, dietary
advice - all by trained
specialists, oxygen
therapy and a range of
therapies aimed at
limiting the progression of
the disease. We also give
advice and information in
order to help our
members manage their
symptoms in the best
possible way so that they
can lead independent and
normal lives.

THE CAVERSHAM BRIDGE NEEDS YOU!
AND A LITTLE OF YOUR TIME
Our Advertisement Manager, Peggy Maule, has
done the job for 25 years.

She would now like an “understudy”, someone she
could work with so that when she retires, as she
very well might in the near future, the changeover
can be effected easily and smoothly.

WE NEED THE ADS TO KEEP THE
CAVERSHAM BRIDGE GOING

WE NEED YOU
If you can help please ring Mrs Maule 471816

The money raised from
our fund raising activities
pays for these
treatments and the costs
of running the Centre
and we are extremely
grateful for all the
support we are receiving
from the local
community.

This year we have
launched an Appeal for
£500,000 as we have to
move from our current
site by the end of 1998
and urgently need to find
a half acre plot of land on
which to build a new
Centre. We will be
asking for help from
companies, trusts and
individuals over the next
three years and hope to
achieve our target as
soon as possible, so that
we can start building!

Yours etc
Lesley Dorin - Fundraiser

ANGLICAN

Tel: 479130.

“Tel: 472788.

Village. Tel. 475152.
METHODIST

482530.
BAPTIST

477697

Church office 474529
ROMAN CATHOLIC
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

Tel: 723418

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
‘The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
(The Rev. Andrew Tyler, Hon. Asst Priest)

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel: 478239.
‘The Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,

‘The Vicarage, St John’s Road. Tel: 471814.

‘The Rev Sheila Nunn, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
‘The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham. Tel:

Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green. Tel:

>
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View

‘The Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev. A. N. Lawrence, 6a Hemdean Road. Tel: 543608.

The Editors wish to make it clear
that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily
reflect the opinion of the board.

Published by Caversham
Christian News Ltd, Church
Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: 01734 471703.

b by Right Image Graphics Co.
L1d., Unt 1, 151-155 Cardifl Road,
Reading. Tel: 01734 393032

Printed by Chitern Ofiset, Amersham,
Bucks.

Bus Services
| have read the
correspondence about
the bus services. There
is one great anxiety
about a ‘free for all’ -
has anybody been to
Oxford? There, there
must be at least five
bus companies touting
for passengers and
Cornmarket is so full of
buses, all with a very
few passengers, that
you could walk on
their roofs. Please do
not let this happen in
Reading - apart from
anything else it is not
good for the
environment. -
Yours etc.
(Mrs) P. G. Preece.

Caversham'’s Rarest
Tree?
Referring to M. K.'s
article in the
Caversham  Bridge
October edition, this
tree was always
credited to the vote of
Councillor R.CYA?
Buckett (Labour
Councillor of Tilehurst)
which enabled the tree
to be planted at

Caversham Library.

He was also credited
with the vital vote to
construct the
surrounding garden of
the statue at Station
Square, opposite to the
Great Western Hotel.

Yours etc.
Ted Smith

Church Lecterns and
Eagles

Dear Editors,

Pete Littlewood's letter
(October 1995) on
church lecterns and
eagles was most
interesting. | have
always been given to
understand that from
time immemorial the
eagle was known as
“the king of birds."”
The lectern in church
takes the form of an
eagle because
eagle is the natural
enemy of the serpent,

the

the two wings
representing the two
Testaments. | have

also heard it said that
this bird is emblematic
of St John.
Am | alone
theory?

Yours etc.
Walter Rose

in this

Does anyone know?
/ have recently
received a letter from
Mrs C.M. Nicholl who
is trying to regain
contact with a friend
who lived at my
address in 1956. She
was called Gwyneth
Hatt-Cook, was trained
as a Dietician and
worked in Edinburgh
Royal Infirmary.

If anyone has
knowledge of her
whereabouts please
would they contact

Mrs Nicholl at
“Corodale”, 389
Buckstone Road,

Fairmilehead,
Edinburgh EH10 6UE,
who would be
delighted to hear
about, or from her old
friend.

Yours etc.

Pauline Weston (Mrs)

The Editors thank
other correspondents
for their letters and
regret that owing to
lack of space there
was not enough room
to print them all.

Special Services for
Advent, Christmas and
the new Year. Please
refer to your own
church notices for a
much fuller
programme of services
and events than this
paper can provide.

they have on file.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:

1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 483466

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome
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A LINK WITH JANE AUSTEN

he Vanderstegens, commemorated in St
Peter’s by a coat of arms and tablet high on
the wall in the choir vestry (see photograph)
and a table top tomb on the sloping ground
north of the clergy vestry, are of interest not
only as landowners for almost two hundred years, but
also for their connection with Jane Austen’s family
The first Vanderstegen to settle in England was
Henry, a follower of William III, whose family grew
rich before his death in 1754. A Mrs Vanderstegen
(perhaps his widow) occupied a house in Putney High
Street from 1757 to 1763, large enough to be rated at
£50 per annum, which was a great sum in those days.
One of her four daughters married Sir Charles Asgill,
Lord Mayor of London, but her eldest child and only
son, William (the first name on the monument) was to
begin the family’s link with Caversham. He lived from
1734 to 1794.

College Friendships

In 1756 William entered St John’s College, Oxford,
where among his fellow undergraduates he became
friends with Philip and Thomas Powys of Hardwick,
just beyond Mapledurham. However, a senior member
of the college also impressed him: George Austen,
Fellow and Assistant Chaplain, and later to be the
father of novelist Jane. At a party given by the
Powyses at Hardwick, William Vanderstegen met
Elizabeth Brigham, co-heiress of Cane End Manor
(then in Caversham parish) and in 1759, the year he
left St. John’s, he married her in St. Peter’s. Lavish
was his expenditure on clothes and jewels that spring,
some ear-rings alone costing £300. Soon after the wed-
ding on May 3 he was busy with plans for enlarging
the manor house at Cane End, buying bricks, lead,
lime, ironwork and employing numerous workmen
whose accounts were not finally closed until 1763. The
garden was improved by a ha-ha for which the
builders earned £4.13s.6d.

Pupil in the Austen Household

The Vanderstegens’ only son, another William,
1760-1831, had a sister, Elizabeth born in 1764. In
that year George Austen resigned his fellowship at St.
John’s to marry Casandra Leigh, youngest daughter of
the rector of Harpsden near Henley, and himself
became the Rector of Deane and Steventon near
Basingstoke. What education the young
Vanderstegens had at Cane End is unknown, but on a
November day in 1773, William set out on the journey
to Hampshire to be a resident pupil of George Austen’s
at Steventon rectory. The Austen family, warm-heart-
ed as well as scholarly, were soon to make William feel
at home. Before Christmas Mrs Austen was writing
that “our new pupil Master Vanderstegen has been
with us about a month. He is near fourteen years old;
is good tempered and well disposed”. It was then cus-

In the Autumn of 1982 Anne Grimwade wrote the fol-
lowing article which was published in the December
issue of the Caversham Bridge that same year. With so
much interest in Jane Austen at the present time read-
ers may like to read about the Jane Austen link with
the old parish of Caversham.

tomary for clergy to augment their incomes by tutoring, and Mr Austen had
already in his charge Lord Lymington, aged only five, the eldest son of Lord
Portsmouth, and before him the son of Warren Hastings, a sickly child, who died
while his parents were still in India. Early in 1775 (the year of Jane’s birth)
William Vanderstegen, too, must have been ill, for in August Mrs Austen wrote,
“Master Vanderstegen is not very well again, and has been with us again these
three months; he is gone home this morning for a few holidays”. We do not know
how long he remained at Steventon but by 1778 he was ready to go to St John’s,
and took his BA degree in 1782.

The Thames 200 years ago
His father, meanwhile, had retired fully into the role of an eighteenth century
landowner, keeping an ever watchful eye on his tenants, so that fields were well
farmed, valuable woodlands kept in good order and their timber sold, as his
account book shows. But with estates bordering the river at Pangbourne and

LLIAM VANDERSTECEN Efg”
od July. the 13 1707 Aged 63, Refpecied:

Mnmrlanﬂ:mmmsnczw Esqg®. Son of (he 1
dicd September 9 1892 lnlm. Y™ Vi

I Ig Eaaerstegen Memoriai in St Peter’s.

— Pater Sear

Caversham and remembering his Dutch ancestry, it is
not surprising to find him appointed one of the first
Commissioners of the Thames. In 1784 he was one of a
committee of three who went to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer to discuss the London port duty on coals,
and to press for a “draw-back’ (refund) on that article
passing any specified place “the amount to be expend-
ed on the improvement of the navigation of the
Thames.” Finally in 1794, three years before his death,
he recorded his thoughts on management and use of
the river, its bridges, locks and weirs, in a most infor-
mative pamphlet now in the Bodleian Library, entitled
“The Present State of the Thames, considered and a
Comparative View of Canal and River Navigation”.
These are not the waterways of today, with their plea-
sure boats and cabin cruisers, but busy thoroughfares
for goods and commerce.

Family of the Younger William

It would be pleasant to record that the younger
William also put pen to paper, after his contact with
the Austens and his years at St John’s, but he was not
a writer. Twice married, he had five daughters and one
son, William Henry, 1808-1892, names on the monu-
ment. One daughter died at sixteen, another in infan-
cy. The baby and her mother were buried beneath the
table top tomb. Wind and weather are fast making the
inscription invisible, but one can still read the name of
Frances, William’s first wife. Our last glimpse of
George Austen’s pupil is a cheerful, sociable one, in a
letter written by an uncle of Jane Austen’s to his own
wife: “Vanderstegen with his son and two Nephews are
this Minute come; Van: goes with me to Maidenhead,
the young people return to Cane End. Van: returns to
Scarlets with me tonight and begs a bed; his Young
ones meet him here tomorrow at Breakfast - all go
back to dine at Cane End. Don't sit up for us as it is
uncertain when we may be at Home”. Clearly the
Vanderstegens and.the Austens were good companions,
and the friendship between the families which pros-
pered well, provides another interesting facet in the
history of St Peter’s.

My many thanks are due to Dr A. J. Reed and Mrs
E. Fitzeustace for providing some of the material used
in this article. AAG.

Local Farm Shop “Best in UK”

@ caversham park
village association

Charity Reg. No. 272950
KEEP FIT AT
THE MILESTONE CENTRE
BRIDGE

Tuesday evenings from 8pm
Tel: 01734 477312

CHESS

Monday cvenings from 8pm
Tel: 01734474305

DARTS
Ladies League — Wednesday evenings
Mens League — Thursday evenings
Tel: 01734 478373

DRAMA

2-3 Productions each year
Tel: 01734 481377

CAVERSHAM COUNSELLING
SERVICE

BRENDA & WILLIAM DELLER
Qualified and Experienced Counsellors
Confidential help for individuals
and couples with relationship,
stress, work-related or
other life problems

Telephone: Reading 476946

The OIld Dairy Farm
Shop, Whitchurch on
Thames, has been
named as “the best
Farm Shop in the UK” in
the recently published
1996/7 Food Lovers’
Guide to Britain, com-
piled by food writer and
broadcaster Henrietta
Green.

Situated at Path Hill
Farm, Hardwick Estate,
Whitchurch, the shop
has gained a reputation
for its exceptionally
wide range of competi-

tively priced organic
meats, dairy produce,
fruits and vegetables,
the majority of which
are raised on the farm
and in the market gar-
den.

Having chosen The
Old Dairy as best Farm
Shop, Henrietta writes:

“The Old Dairy Farm
Shop, converted from
the old dairy is on the
1,000 acre Hardwick
Estate owned by Sir
Julian Rose, and as a
committed member of

the Soil Association, he
farms it organically. Of
the produce sold in the
farm shop, run by his
wife Elizabeth, about 80
per cent is certified
organic. If however, you
think this means a drea-
ry but worthy selection,
you could not be miore
wrong. There is a riot of
temptingly good ‘prop-

er’ food to indulge in:
the fact that it is farmed
organically seems
almost incidental.”
Home raised beef,
lamb, turkey and wild
game are sold through
the shop, as well as a
wide range of fresh veg-
etables and fruits, all
produced without
chemical fertiliser, pesti-

cides or fungicides.
Guernsey milk and
cream, free range eggs
and Hardwick’s own
fresh cheeses, made on
the farm, are also sold
exclusively through the
farm shop.

It is open Wednesday
to Saturday 10am-5pm.

Tel: 01734 842392

appointment

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

* Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

o COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

o GLAUCOMA TESTING
o CONTACT LENSES

Rk

o QUALITY
« SERVICE
« FASHION

e VARILUX
CENTRE

e DESIGNER FRAMES
o COMPETITIVE PRICES

>\<}“

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

EYECARE

OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS

J

READING

ROBIN JAMES &
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

i ;
S|

Christian Dior
PARTNERS

TEL: (01734) 472099

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

% New electrical installations and repairs %
% Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %

* Security lighting %

* Appliance testing to latest requirements %
% NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %

48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE
Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

( Commercial Property Agents \
Surveyors and Valuers

Surveyors & Valuations of
Commercial & Leisure
Premises for all purposes

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

| 01734-580656 |

D Collinson cMmpiil.
CLOCKMAKER

FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM
Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.
Free local collection service

OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (01734) 473548
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RESIDENTS' VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

More Houses on Key Site

Considerable stir has
been caused by the news
that planning permission
has been granted for 94
dwellings on the former
Queen Anne’s playing
fields. How much better it
would have been if the site
had been left as open
space. How much worse it
would have been had a
great superstore with a
petrol station and all the
rest of the accoutrements
been put there.

Unfortunately, once
Queen Anne’s School had
decided to sell this site
which had become surplus
to requirements, it
inevitably meant it would
be developed. They could
hardly have been expected
to present or sell it at a
very low price to the
Borough as a piece of
open land. Although it has
always been an open
space, it was never open
to the public, so it was
never a reasonable option
to campaign for it to
remain undeveloped. A
superstore, however,
would seriously have
changed the character of
Caversham, and was
vigorously  opposed.
Houses may not exactly
enhance the site, but their
impact will be less far
reaching and damaging.
The only realistic line to
take is to seek to modify
any undesirable effect the
development will have on
its surroundings.

Access and egress have
already proved conten-
tious, with owners of some
good houses being offered
sums of money so that
their homes could be
demolished. The present
agreed access will do
nothing to improve road
safety in Henley Road
particularly as it is sited at
the dip in the road, which
makes it invisible to
motorists. Whether there is
adequate parking space
for visitors and play space

for children are also
matters  that need
attention.

Some of the problems

Gardiners

The specialist agency
for nurses, carers
and their clients.

(01734) 47 66 66
1o Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ

ARDVATHERAPY

LESLIE MAYNERD T.I.D.H.A., M.RO.A.
16 HARROGATE ROAD CAVERSHAM READING RG4 7PN

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE

TEL: 01734 476067

have been caused by the
rise in numbers of houses
from the fifty agreed in the
structure plan to 94, even
though it must have been
apparent to anyone who
gave it a second thought
that fifty would have been
an unusually low density
for that site, and would
later be increased. So
Caversham is in for another
change, but it is never
going to be as
overwhelming as a
superstore would have
been.

Crisis for Residents’
Association

The body behind the
campaign against the
superstore was chiefly the
Caversham & District
Residents” Association. In
the twenty eight years of its
existence it has been
involved with matters great
and small which would
affect the quality of life of
the people of Caversham.
From Bugs Bottom (failed)
to holes in the road (yes,
there are still plenty, but
fewer than there would
have been without CRA)
from lorries to trees,
through litter to public

notice  boards, the
Association has been
there.

It’s future, however, is
now uncertain. Molly
Casey, the secretary for
nearly twenty of those
years,. gave notice at the
Annual General Meeting in
April that she would be
stepping down at the next
AGM. So far no
replacement has been
found. Rosemary
Chapman, who has taken
and distributed the minutes
of the monthly committee
for nearly ten years, has
indicated also that she will
not be continuing to do so
after April 1996.

Without active people
prepared to run the
Association, it is difficult to
see how it can carry on.
Finance, membership and
planning, are already
looked after by other
committee members, but
someone is needed to
keep tabs on the day to
day running. It is an
interesting job, and if there
is anyope who thinks it is
worth doing, a call to
Reading 472300 would be
appreciated.

Slowing down the
speedsters

Traffic in Caversham is
always in the news, and
this time it is the turn of the
area bounded by
Woodcote Road,
Shepherd’s Lane and
Kidmore Road, where long,
often straight, roads, have
led to speeding to the
discomfiture of the
residents and the death of
cats, few of whom die
peacefully in their beds.

Most ideas thrown up
for dealing with this
problem have been
rejected as either moving
the problem to another
road, or to another-part of
the same road, or causing
further problems. Road
markings and road signs

have been found to
highlight specific hazards,
but their effect s
insignificant if used in
isolation.

A total package has now
been devised for the area
concerned, and these, with
‘Kill your speed’ signs could
be effective in helping
reduce the problems. The
most controversial point is
the change of priorities at
Albert Road and Richmond
Road, largely because old
habits die hard, but it
would force a halt in what
is visually one long straight
road, Conisboro’ Avenue
and Albert Road, which
invites speeding.

The majority, 75% of
drivers using these roads
actually live in the roads
concerned, are not, for the
most part, rat running
rogues from further afield.
Is it a case of speeding
along these roads while
objecting to those who
speed by your house? For
many driving along at
under 30 mph where it is
possible to go faster, is
regarded as a sign of
weakness, whilst a few
speed endorsements are a
sign of manhood, and the
equivalent to winning
spurs. A habit so deeply
ingrained will not be easy
to change.

Save our good Apples

Caversham Court was
given over on a Saturday in
October to the joys of the
English apple and a good
time was had by all.

Further afield, the next
day an open day was held
at Cross Lanes Fruit Farm,
on the road to Goring
Heath, which attracted a lot
of people. The main
orchard is delightfully
situated, with a beautiful
view. The apples, of which
there are several varieties,
are delicious, come in
various sizes, and are only
sprayed if the need actually
arises. English apples, and
particularly Coxes, are the
best in the world. Our
climate, a source of
complaint to those going
on holiday or arranging
outdoor events, just suits
apples. The only thing is, it
takes longer to grow them,
and requires more care
than is the case in countries
with warmer and more
reliable weather.
Consequently, the market
gets flooded with apples
which are neither golden
nor delicious, selling at a
lower price. Moreover EU
grants to destroy old
orchards with the idea of
replacing them with more
easily managed ones
(climbing up ladders to pick
fruit from high trees may
look romantic, but is not
cost effective) has led to
grants been accepted, and

whole orchards burnt
down, without being
replaced.

We are lucky to have
one of the diminishing
number of orchards
growing these lovely apples
right on our doorstep. At
the risk of incurring Cllr.
Pugh’s wrath, may | suggest
buying English apples in

preference to the imported
balls of cotton wool
encased in polythene and
masquerading as apples
which are so widely
available in the shops. Like
buses, local post offices
and small shops, if you
don’t use them you lose
them.

Recovery in
Caversham Court
| am pleased to be able
to say that the beautiful
memorial sundial in
Caversham Court has been
replaced. In spite of being
smashed off its base, it was
possible to save it. It is to

be hoped that the
perpetrators of this
disgraceful act have

sufficient shame not to
repeat it.

The grass in the gardens
has made a remarkable
recovery from the summer
drought and even the top
lawn looks green, though
closer inspection reveals
bare patches.

At the time of writing, at
the tail end of October,
few of the trees have
changed colour. Instead
they are a rather dingy
green, and it looks as if the
leaves will simply fall like
that. It seemed a shame
when the horse chestnuts
beside Caversham Bridge
were pollarded before they
had turned colour, but it
now looks as though they
would not have anyway.
Perhaps there will still be a
last minute blaze of glory
in the Chiltern woods
before the monotones of
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CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL -

MASTER FITTERS.

01734 475919

FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
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QUALIFIED

ROPODIST

([
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HAND PAINTED CHINA

Christening & Wedding Plates,
Pet Portraits, Door Plaques etc.
Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-
WORKSHOPS

|
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for details -‘
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BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham
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service.

Tel: 474737
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GOLDEN WEDDING...THE PILGRIMS

On Boxing Day Margaret and Jim Pilgrim will celebrate their Golden
Wedding. Like many others their wedding came at the end of the war,
at a time of hope for the future.

Margaret was a nurse at Battle Hospital, and Jim had been serving
at Bletchley Park, seconded from the Post Office Telephones with
whom he eventually completed 40 years service, to help maintain the
Enigma Machines. They were married at Caversham Baptist Free
Church where they had both been in membership since 1942, making
them now amongst the longest serving members. They have both been
very active members, Margaret in the past being a member of the
Choir, Sunday School Secretary and one of the catering team and with
Jim producing for many years the Church Magazine; she now serves as
Secretary of the Women’s Own. Until recent years she worked at Battle
Hospital in the team running the W.R.V.S. Canteen. Jim has been a
Scout Leader, a very practical helper with matters of the fabric and a
Deacon. In recent years he worked with the Abbeyfield Society and
now as a volunteer in the Feed the Children Warehouse. Margaret’s
hobbies include needlework and Jim’s gardening and photography, and
they share a love of caravanning. To all those involved in the
production of the “Caversham Bridge” he is a key figure who has been
Secretary of the “Caversham Christian News Ltd” for over 30 years,
filling this demanding post superbly and dealing with all the
complicated paperwork that falls to the Secretary of a limited company.

All their many friends wish them every joy as they celebrate 50
happy years together with their daughters Sue and Gill and their sons
in law and their grandchildren.

..AND ANOTHER
GOLDEN PAIR
B AND D

If I remember rightly

Oscar Wilde said
“Marriage is an
institution. Who

wants to live in an
Institution?” Well, a
couple who recently
celebrated fifty years
in such a state, lived
for more than forty
years in Caversham,
and raised three
children, resulting in

ten grandchildren.
They have every
reason to be thankful
to the Almighty for
good health, a loving
family and all the
blessings of this life.
Crossword puzzles
figure largely in their
pastimes, and so I
have left you
sufficient clues to
work out who they

PRICE INCREASE NEXT YEAR
Having managed to peg the price of this paper for
10 years, the Board of Directors has reluctantly
agreed that, because of the substantially increased
cost of newsprint, it will be raised to 20p a copy
from January1996.

@ BATTERIES
® DILY.

@® PAINTS
® PETFOODS

V &I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

@® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
@® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

@® KEY CUTTING (Not mortice)

® PLUMBING FITTINGS
PHONE 01734 474538

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

are!

(An extra clue from
the Editors - helping
to produce the Bridge
since its inception has
clearly done wonders
for both couples!)

NEWS FROM
HIGHDOWN
SCHOOL

Top at Cricket!

The year 8 Cricket
Team are the new
holders of  the
prestigious Reading
League Cricket Trophy,
havm% batted against
three local Secondary
Schools to win it.

Students visit
Parliament

A trip organised by
the Head of

Humanities, Keith
Bensley, enabled the
students studying
British Government
and Politics to see the
proceedings of
Parliament at first
hand. They had a tour
of the House of
Commons and took
part in a question and
answer session led by
a Parliamentary Clerk.

The School looks to
a promising future

Parents have
received arr exciting
report from the School
Governors about
future technological
facilities, made

ossible with an award
of £190,000 last year.
In addition, the
Governors have set
their priorities within
the £1.5m promised by
the County Council for
a new assembly hall
and look forward to an
exceptional year of
improvement and
development under
their new headteacher,
Mr Alan Furley.

HOME
AND
AWAY

Regular visits to Sonning Eye proved productive from
mid-September to early October, thirty-two species being
recorded.

Almost daily a Sparrowhawk and Carrion Crow
chased each other, whilst sharp encounters between a
Common Tern (summer migrant) and a Cormorant
(winter visitor) on 23rd September gave cause for
reflection.

Once a Grey Wagtail rose in front of me and towered
away with that sharp, di-syllabic call, so like a Pied
Wagtail, yet more strident and ‘clean’. What a misnomer
‘Grey’ for an immaculate little bird with lemon-yellow
underpants and proportionally longer tail, regularly
found near faster waters such as the Test.

Shortly after, a thrilling, fluty call announced an
arriving Greenshank, who with its slightly upturned bill
and elegantly longer legs, upstages the more common,
hump-backed Redshank.

Time moved inexorably onwards. When all self-
respecting Swallows and Martins are usually established
in winter-quarters, heavy, southward movements battled
daily against strong head winds. Even a few, straggling
Swifts, notoriously early leavers, passed through with
them.

The rains of September gave way to an Indian
Summer, the temperature soaring to 74°F on Sunday, 8th
October. The following day two Common Terns which
should have been long gone, nonchalantly flew around
Tesco’s at Kings Meadow.

1t was all happening - a ‘long-lost’ twitcher companion,
now on the better side of his academic qualifications,
conveyed me and my canine-twitcher Scooby to
Frensham Common to ‘have’ his first Dartford Warbler.
We used to travel thousands of miles for many ‘big’
twitches and it was pleasant on this occasion being
‘navigator’ rather than driver.

The Dartford is Britain’s only resident warbler, being
more reliably discovered (and less ‘nerve-jangling’) than
a normal twitch. In typical pose atop a ‘frosty’ gorse-bush
it would be a highly photogenic subject for a Christmas
card.

Pre-prepared ham and tomato sandwiches with a flask
of hot tea provided good cheer at the car park before
setting off on foot. A most helpful lady (also accompanied
by a ‘King Charles’ with whom Scooby made great
friends) advised us of Dartford Warbler locations.

The day was warm with a gentle, southerly zephyr
and we admired Stonechats enjoying life as they graced
the tops of heather tufts and bushes along the way.

Soon our reverie was broken. Two Dartfords
commuted between nearby gorse bushes. Smiling with
pleasure - and relief, we shook hads.

A Very Happy Festive Season toall. ~ SCOPS OWL
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Photography
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BLACK AND WHITE SERVICES

THE PEPPARD ROAD SURGERY
(N.H.S. General Practice)
45 Peppard Road
Caversham
Tel: 462224
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EASY PARKING
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Boldendale

Retirement Home

/a

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:
Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882
. Comfort, Care & Companionship

S

Helping people to live at home

Silverdale
Care
Services

Domiciliary care at home service

Friendly Staff
* %k
Competitive rates
* k ok

Managed by owners of Goldendale
Retirement home

* ¥ 3k

. Please telephone
| 01734 660001
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Speakers and facilitators at the Healing Workshop: from left to right - the Revd Sean Winter (Abbey
Baptist Church), Mrs Catherine Hayne (Churches Together in Berkshire Spirituality Liaison Officer),
The Revd Father Nicholas Broadbridge (from Alcester), Sister Janet Wilcox (former County
Ecumenical Officer), and the Revd Paul Nicolson (Hambleden Group Ministry).

everal represen-
tatives from
Caversham were
among those who
attended the Churches
Together in Berkshire
Workshop on Christian
Healing held at St.
Luke’s Roman Catholic
Church, Theale, in mid-
October. This new
initiative was faci-
litated by the Churches
Together inBerkshire
Spirituality Liaison
Officer, Mrs Catherine
Hayne, and arose out of
. ideas derived from the
former County Ecu-
menical Officer, Sister
Janet Wilcox, for
strengthening the
spiritual dimension of
Churches Together in
Berkshire; it was
primarily designed to
inform and educate
those with an interest
in this area. The
meaning and practice
of Christian Healing
was introduced by a
panel of three con-
trasting but com-
plementary speakers
and was followed by a
workshop session of
enquiry and sharing, a
plenary feedback
session and a Service of

Healing.

What is healing?
In an introduction to

the subject, the Revd
Father Nicholas
Broadbridge, OSB,
former parish priest at
St Luke’s, Theale, and
now Alcester, said we
all need healing and
that this came through
God’s love flowing
through us which was
prevented by our lack
of forgiveness. About a
third to a half of the
content of the Gospels
deals with healing, he
said, which might be
required at the
physical, emotional and
spiritual level.

The cross reconciles
a broken world

The Revd Sean Winter,
Minister at Reading’s
Abbey Baptist Church,
spoke about the Baptist
approach to the Bible,
to other people and to
our understanding of
who God is. He said it
is arrogant to presume
that we know what God
wants to do and he was
wary about those who
expressed certainty
about God’s will. God
spans everything from
creation to redemption;
complete healing would
be at the final
redemption. Although
we have to find the
appropriate context for
healing, it should be in

worship that we confess
our sins, hear his word
and in response ask
him to do his will. God
is concerned with
healing his broken
world and Jesus
preached good news to
the poor. God is pleased
to reconcile all things to
himself through the
blood of the cross.

Laying on of Hands

The Anglican service of
Laying .on of Hands
with Prayer and
Anointing was
explained by the Revd
Paul Nicholson, an
Anglican priest from
the Hambleden Valley
Group Ministry. This is
done by the priest in
the name of Jesus
Christ; God, the Father,
Son and Holy Spirit, is
asked to make the
recipient whole in body,
mind and spirit.
Through the Laying on
of Hands we are given
the gift of the Spirit to
bear what we have to
go through. Anointing
with oil, imposed with
the mark of the cross,
symbolises the inward
anointing by the Holy
Spirit. At the heart of
the healing
relationship is the need
to be listened to, heard
and understood. He
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CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
01734 479450 01734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

reminded us that
through healing the
whole of creation is
being drawn into
perfection; it is caught
up with the resurrec-
tion of Jesus through
which we have a
glimpse of eternity and
are allowed to hope.

Umlerstandingand

The meaning and our
understanding o
healing was explored
further in workshop
and feedback sessions
during which time
there was a shanng ofa
ber of exper

of healmg The day
ended with a sxmple
Service of Healing in
which the Laying on of
Hands in the style of
the Iona Community
was available to those
who desired it. This
method involves the
whole congregation:
two in the centre Lay
on Hands and are
assisted by others from
behind doing likewise.

Local action

Locally there is an
ongoing healing minis-
try: on the last
Saturday of every
month, except in
December, the Caver-
sham Acorn Prayer
Fellowship hold a
healmg service at Tpm
in Caversham Baptist
Free Church.
further information
contact Mr David Beek
on 01734 477428. In
other churches opportu-
nities also exist, as in
the periodic Laying on
of Hands during the
normal Sunday Eucha-
rist at St Barnabas. In
central Reading there
is a monthly meeting
for ecumenical prayer
and healing in the
Minister Church of St
Mary at 12.30pm on
the first Tuesday of the
month.

For

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
HARVEST SUPPER - CHRISTIAN AID FIFTIETH

BIRTHDAY PARTY

As Saturday, Septem-
ber 30th drew near,
preparations for the
Jjoint event were in top
gearr A modest
harvest display of
garden produce was
arranged on the
rostrum, Christian
Aid posters
pinned on the back
wall of the Church,
and these were festoo-
ned in Bangladeshi
style with a string of
small mauve and
green triangular
pennants. Chairs were
removed from the
centre of the church to
make room for the
festivities. At least a
dozen volunteers
prepared desserts and
casseroles. In the late

OXFORD
DIOCESAN
READERS’

ASSOCIATION

Christ Church Cathedral
was packed to capacily on
Saturday 28th October for
the Annual Service of
Admission and Licensing
of Readers.

Amongst those being
admitted was a
Churchwarden from St
John’s, Stephen Cousins
and the wife of a previous
Priest-in-Charge of St
Bamabas Emmer Green,
Ann Sear. The Bishop of
Oxford, the Rt Revd
Richard Harries, admitted
the Readers, presided at
the Eucharist and
preached.

After the Service,
luncheon was served in
the Great Hall of Christ
Church for a majority of
those who attended the
service.

The number of Readers
in the Diocese is greater
than the ordained Clergy
and it was heartening to

were_

afternoon a small
team prepared salads
and cooked rice -
nearly four kilograms
of it!

To remind members
of Christian Aid’s wide
area of activity it was
decided to have dishes
from other countries.
After much thumbing
through recipe books
to find suitable ones,
the following were
cooked - vegetable
curry (India), Sweet
and Sour (China),
Mouss-aka (Greece)
and a Chicken with
Peanut Casserole
(Tanzania).

The evening started
with games and barn
dances and these were
followed by the

supper. Excerpts from
three Christian Aid
videos were then
shown. These high-
lighted problems
facing people in
developing countries
and showed how
Christian Aid was
helping some of the
poorest of them. The
birthday cake com-
plete  with the
Christian Aid logo and
fifty candles was then
cut and served with
tea or coffee. The
evening finished with
a brief epilogue and,
from reports heard, a
good time was had by
all. With donations
and proceeds from the
supper, Christian Aid
funds benefited by

St. Andrew’s
Fellowship

Members of St
Andrew’s Fellowship
were transported to
Botswana for their
first meeting of the
winter session when
Ken and Marjorie
Tillman gave a
fascinating account
of their three years’
stay teaching in the
country. Ken who
was formerly head
of Science at
Kendrick School was
teaching Physics
while Marjorie
taught English.
They showed a video
which thanks to
Steve Barden’s good
offices was projected
on to a large screen
so that everyone had
a splendid view.

see how the laity are
working together with the
clergy to carry out the
work of the Church.

WAV

They also brought
examples of crafts
made in the country,
but they emphasised
more work is
necessary if
everyone is to be

gainfully employed.

Luton
Industrial
College

It is regretted that some
of the information was
omitted from the article
in the October issue.
The Prospectus
contains seven
sections: ‘Mission’, ‘The
Environment’, ‘Caring’,
‘Worship®’, ‘Manage-
ment’, ‘Diplomas’ and
local Workshops. The
address to write for a
free 40-page

is:

Luton Industrial

College, FREEPOST

LOL 2436, LUTON,
LU1 2YX.

SUNDAY SERVICES

& 30pm Evenimg Prayer
An up 0 dane st of weekdry Services will be found
m the Clnrch mofice boands.

St Barnshas

R 00m Holy Commmion

9 30am Family Communion (apat from 2nd
Senday)

930am Family Service (2nd Senday only)

s 'S, Maplcdurbum
&uh.lu\c_-_uus-a.,
1100 Parrsh Communion )

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
ok Pt T s
11.00am Family Commmusion (12, 3rd and Sth
Sumduys)
uu—g‘uaﬁ,c.as-an
F Famaly Service (4th Sunduy)
u)p&mgmuuum

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
St Peter’s 10.308m and 6 30pm
.0 Holy Commanion
9.15Sam Parrsh Commumion NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
11 15am Maties lﬂ.‘i—‘lL!h
630pm Evemsong
St Jokm's CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
00 Holy 10302 (i Chiaped)
10.00m Parsh and
Semizy School METHODIST
6.30pm Evemsomg (151 Sanday)
6 30pm Informal (Ged Sunday) oy, Gty R
st
& Olkamm The Encharist Caverdiam Heights
10,00 Parish Encharist (Sung) 9.002m Holy Comsmunion (11 Sundry)
2 1L and 6
Fanst Sunday. Family Eucharist 0am S0pm
Il,lSu-‘lhEut-nu-‘h,-s)

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Amne’s Saturday 5 30pm, Senday 10 30zm and

of the month)
CHURCH, Yerk Rasd

11.00m cvery Sunduy

SOCIETY OF

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9 30am Sunday School

11.00um Diviae Worship

7.00pm Evening Scrvice




DROP-IN
CENTRE
CELEBRATES
FIFTH

ANNIVERSARY |’

he Churches in Reading Drop-in

-Centre in St Saviour’s Hall was full

with representatives from 17 different
churches in the town for the Open
Evening and Service of Thanksgiving on 4
October to celebrate the fifth anniversary
of its opening.

Despite its five years of operation there
were many present at the Centre for the
first time and they were eagerly shown
round by the volunteers. Any who knew
the condition of the Hall before the recent
refurbishment will be impressed by the

present bright and clean appearance and © “

the obvious efficiency with which the
catering, clothing, medical and leisure
facilities operate by volunteers who are
not only willing but expert in their area.
Andy Radford expressed thanks to all
those who have helped or continue to help
at the Centre and appealed for further
volunteers to come forward for this

HOW ABOUT FASTING
BEFORE THE FEAST?

Christmas is a time of feasting and so it should
be! We are celebrating the birthday of God becoming
human for our sake.

Advent, which begins this year on Sunday
December 3rd, is a time of preparing for the birth of
Jesus, God the Son. Fasting in Advent is a Christian
tradition that goes back many centuries - going
without something can leave space within us for
preparation. People who fast often find that it
brings something quite unexpected.

So as part of our preparation for Christmas, how
about fasting before the feast?

There are many ways to fast. Some who fast go
without solid food from dawn to dusk, others give up
a meal one day a week during Advent. Others give
up alcohol and junk food. It varies a lot and people
should give up solid food only if they are physically
fit to do so.

If you fast, you could calculate the money you
save on food and drink and sent it to Christian Aid,
Oxfam, Save the Children, Feed the Children or

hat T you support.

Possibly at Christmas we shall eat and drink just
a little too much. Fasting in the weeks beforehand
could just possibly be appreciated by our bodies.

John Madeley

18 PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 482800

Support your local Bookshop
Our services include:

# A wide range of new books and maps in stock
+ Next day delivery for most orders

+ National “Book Tokens" sold and exchanged
# A discount scheme on all book purchases

# Major credit and debit cards accepted

0. Jewiss

Steve Coleman, who has been managing the
Churches in Reading Drop-in Centre (CIRDIC)
since June, is seen here by the serving hatch
from the kitchens.

excellent work of mission and service to
the homeless who drop in for refreshment,
a ‘wash and brush up’ and a chat.

HOT OFF THE PRESS
FROM C.B.F.C.

Had you passed by
Caversham Baptist Free
Church between 2.30
and 4.30 anytime
during half-term a
resounding “Read All
About It” coming from
within, for the
Newshounds Holiday
Club was in full swing.
Incorporating many
fun activities including
craft, games, singing,
aerobics and making a
video and cassette, the
main feature of the club
was the production of a
newspaper “The Daily
Hound”. The headline
story and backpages
were preprinted with a
Gospel story and
questions to discuss
and pray about and the
inner pages were filled
with the children’s own

observations, views,
pictures, jokes, puzzles
etc., collected and
compiled in their very
own newspaper - a
copy of which they
could take home to
keep and hopefully
treasure and share with
family and friends.

The difference
between the “Daily
Hound” and those
papers you can buy in
the shops is that this
one is full of Good
News and the aim was
that, amongst other
friends made amidst
the fun and laughter
during the week, the
children will have learnt
about what it means to
have a friend called
Jesus.

A THOUGHT FOR CHRISTMAS

The glory of the Lord shall be
revealed: and all mankind shall see it.
Isaiah 40.5

o of
| Attending his first

The Annual General
Meeting of St Anne’s
Parish was held on

Thursday 26th
October at which
members of the
Parish received a
series of reports on
the varied activities
the year.

such occasion, Fr
Tony Jones said it
had been a fast year
but a full one; he
had been very
appreciative of the
encouragement and
support that he had
received following
his arrival just
under a year ago
and most grateful to
Fr Meagher for the
excellent order in
which the latter had
left the Parish.

In his own report,
Fr Tony gave
statistical details of
the routine activities
of the Parish, figures
of Mass attendances,
numbers of Bap-
tisms, Weddings etc
and spoke of some of
the initiatives he
had launched during
the year. The in-
troduction of
Eucharistic Minis-
ters had been
appreciated by the
sick and house-
bound, the Justice
and Peace (CAFOD)
group was now up
and running and the
Morning Prayers
before daily Mass
were being well
supported. On the
financial front, he
noted that there
would be a number
of requirements to

be met during the
coming year includ-
ing the extension of
the car park and
expenditure in con-
nection with the
Parish Centenary to
be celebrated in
1996.

Other reports
covered Parish buil-
dings, St Anne’s
Schpol and Parents’
Association, the
Choir, St Vincent de
Paul Society, the
Sacramental
programme, the
Justice and Peace
group and the Chat
& Craft and
Toddlers’ groups. In
conclusion, Parish
Committee
Chairman, Peter
Lennon, renewed
the Parish’s welcome
to Fr Tony and
thanked all those
who had provided
support during the
year.

The major item for
the coming year was,
of course, the
celebration of the
Parish’s centenary
and a diary of
proposed events had
been circulated to all
those attending the
meeting. The cele-
brations would start
on Low Sunday, 14th
April 1996, and
continue through
the twelve months to
Easter 1997.
Noteworthy among
them were the
Pilgrimage to Rome
during the first
week of May when
the Pope would bless
the crown that had
been commissioned

for the statue by the
Papal Nuncio
scheduled for
Sunday 21st July,
the beginning of the
week in which the
feast of St Anne
falls. The year would
also witness a
celebration of each
of the sacraments in
turn. Meanwhile,
Diocesan approval
had been obtained
for the proposed
extension of the car
park and work on
the West doorway. A
planning application
was being submitted
in respect of the
former and it was
hoped that the new
facilities would be in
place before Easter;
the West door
proposals would
have to wait for the
time being.

Touching on other
matters, Fr Tony
looked forward to a
greater Parish
involvement in
ecumenical activities
in Caversham. He
referred to the
proposals currently
afoot for the
establishment of a
Diocese of Berkshire
and Oxfordshire and
explained that a
consultative
document was in
draft. The period of
consultation would
run from November
to March with a
view to informing
discussion at the
Bishop’s conference
after Easter.

A concluding
prayer brought the
meeting to a close.

DMDB #

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (01734) 473503 Mobile 0589 354002
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Telephone Reading (01734) 478756

CARTER *T—
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS
116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

Reading, RG4 7EZ
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Suprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (01734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS TAKEN
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information
Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS.

RG1 6ND

Top Quality Fruit from Our Own Orchards

oSS L4
Only 2 miles (?' ¢  Open Wed to Sun
from Caversham @ 10am-6pm
just off A4074 from now until
Woodcote Road ¥ Christmas
P o
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Goring Heath Rd., Mapledurham. Tel: 01734 723167
COX, RUSSET and many other apples
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OBITUARY

Appreciation of the life of Frank Baker by Leslie Wilson

hen | was a small child in Kendal, my father was a
lay reader at St George’s Church, but | was too
small to understand much of his preaching. One

Sunday | did listen hard, because he preached |

about something | knew. I can still hear the first words of that | v

sermon: ‘There are robins at the bottom of our garden’. There (i

was always a youthful note‘) in his voice: | don’t think it ever wen
away.

The sermon was about hope. He said we didn’t know what |
might happen to the robins.’A cat might get one of the parents, or |

the young. All the same, he said, the robins were taking care o

their young: they weren't discouraged by all the dangers around

them. i
Hope was a very important element in Frank Baker’s makeup

and that was what gave him'his cheerfulness and humour. But he |

knew the enemies of hope! He’d tended the wounded in the
Second World War; before that, in the Church Army, he’d worked
in the East End in streets the police were afraid to enter alone. He
was a sensitive man, and there were some aspects of life he
found so painful he could hardly bear to think about them. But
they didn’t defeat him. His life was sustained by his deep faith in
God.

The stories pull at my sleeve, and it’s hard to make choices
among them. Frank in the Second World War, risking ridicule by
kneeling down in the barracks to say his prayers the first night.
Frank falling in love with an Austrian girl, honouring her and
marrying her while everyone around was using them and leaving
them. My Daddy, in one of my earliest memories getting
outraged about the militarism during the Suez crisis. My Daddy
singing in the car: ‘Come back, Paddy Riley, to Ballyjamesduff’,
silly gang show songs, teaching us nonsense rhymes, driving fast
at hump-backed bridges to get the ‘hold onto your tummy’ effect.

He and my mother welcomed a constant stream of visitors,
especially people from abroad. | remember helping put the
Christmas cards up in Kendal, and counting them. There were
more every year. When my mother was struggling with her
traumatic memories of the Russian invasion of Austria, he
suggested we should put up a couple of young Russian women to
help her see that Russians were humans, not monsters. He never
called himself a feminist, but | remember him telling friends, with
great relish, that my mother earned more than he did.

To the Y.M.C.A., to Andrews and Partners, Help the Aged,
Voluntary and Christian Service, and Action Aid and Harvest
Help, both of which he helped to set up, as well as to the
churches he served as a lay reader, to the Dorothy Kerin Trust at
Burrswood and the Acorn Christian Healing Trust, he gave faithful
and diligent service, which Help the Aged recognised by making

him a Vice-President when he resigned as

PERSONAL ATTENTION

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading

FREE ESTIMATES

|| even then he was learning from his own

DECORA I OR grief: ‘I didn’t know what it was like,” he
M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

Vice-Chair. He gave the same to all the
individuals whom he visited and
counselled in his own personal healing
ministry. In the dark days after my mother’s
death, that service kept him going: and

said to me of bereavement, ‘now | do, and
| can use that.
Happily, he came out of that darkness

Telephone and had an all-too-brief time of
Reading tremendous happiness when he met and
479642

married Brenda.

Landcare
GARDEN SERVICES

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting,
shrub pruning, beds & borders

Call Ron Darby on 470391

He was a man who strove to grow and
develop in his faith, even during his own
final illness. Hope didn’t fail him then, or
faith, and even in his last days he gave
those around him that greatest gift of love.
But all of us who loved him back are
missing him terribly.

But there were the robins. | might not
have remembered them if he hadn’t put
them in'the sermon. They raised two
broods of babies in the hole in the wall,
and I saw: them all learn to fly

Franklin Harold Baker, 8th December
1917 -4 th October 1995.

Frank Baker

Holloway's

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes.

The professional alternative to London

<3 PIANO TUNING 5

MARTIN RYLEY

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (01734) 266464

A. C. DUNN

WASHING MACHINE REPAIRS
MOST MAKES

Phone: (01734) 475319

Have you seen the new range of

TUPPERWARE?

How about a party with £10 or
more free Tupperware for the
Hostess?

Call Nicola on 01734 470456
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OBITUARY ANDY RADFORD, SPEAKING AT

FRANK’S FUNERAL SERVICE...
A Tribute to Frank Baker

Dear Frank,

Your instructions were
very clear and specific -
today was not to be a
funeral but rather a
celebration of your life -
well, we’re doing our
best to be obedient, but
I have to say that it’s not
easy to celebrate when
you miss someone as
much as we miss you.
And now it’s come to
my moment to say a
few words, to stand in a
place which is very
strange for me but
which for you, in recent
years, had become
almost a second home.
I'm having to read this
letter, but I well
remember two or three
years ago how you felt
God telling you to
preach without notes.
You obeyed - as you
would - despite your
fear, and what a
blessing your sermons
have been to those
who heard - at St
Peter’s, St. Margarets, at
healing services, in
Portugal at the
Evangelical Church of
the Algarve, and
recently here in
Warborough. In one of
the many hundreds of
letters you received
over the past few
months, someone said
“I loved your sermons,
so happy, so heartfelt,
so honest.”

And in those words
Frank, she summed up
more than just your
sermons - for me she
said a lot about your
character - happy,
heartfelt and honest.
Your smile was unique

and radiated the love of
God and the love you
felt and showed to your
fellow man. You
beamed and we loved
you for it. Another
letter, this time from a
colleague from the old
days when you were a
Divisional Secretary for
the YMCA, says “He
was such a joy to work
with - his ready sense
of humour always
uppermost and making

even the dull days
brighter for his
presence.”

Our conversations
together were always
valuable to me, for I
knew you were
speaking with the
wisdom of long years
of experience, but also
from the heart and
with utter honesty. You
were a man of God and
a man of deep faith and
yet I know that you
often struggled with
that faith. I know you
were a man of prayer
and prayed regularly,
day in and day out but
without the con-
solation of spiritual
experiences such as are
granted to some
Christians. Maybe God
reckoned you didn’t
need that sort of proof
of his existence, for
even without it you had
a deep assurance of his
love and your own
destiny in Heaven, an
assurance witnessed by
many of us who knew
you and confirmed
recently by a Doctor
close to you as you
approached your
earthly death.

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN ARILCS.

Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

RING 01734 510855 BUSINESS
OR 01734 479093 HOME

BELCHER TURF CO.

J.V. Belcher, Est. 1976

MAY WE QUOTE FOR ALL GARDEN WORK?
LARGE OR SMALL JOBS WELCOME.
PROMPT ATTENTION TO ALL ENQUIRIES.
TURF SUPPLIED ONLY OR TURF SUPPLIED AND LAID.

PHONE READING 428818 OR
MOBILE 0860 842760

Village Yarns

Retailers of Wool, Haberdashery,
Ladies Fashions, Accessories & Gifts
Dry Cleaning, Alterations and Shoe Repairs

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading,
Berks RG4 9SU
TEL: 01734 724890

When I reflect on
your life, Frank, I
genuinely feel
inadequate. For yours
has been a life of full
Christian service
throughout, from your
early years in the
Church Army, through
the war in the Army
Medical Corps, into
peacetime with the
YMCA and then on into
the unique Business
and Charity world of
Cecil Jackson Cole. You
became Personnel
Director of Andrews
and as the new
Charities were
unfolding you had a
big role in their
development. The
achievements of that
period were astonish-
ing with the founding
of Oxfam, Help the
Aged, Anchor Housing,
Action Aid and a
number of others. You
were a key player for
many years in this truly
historic and
groundbreaking work
and yet you never
received any overt
recognition for it in the
form  of earthly
honours. You could
have been angry or
hurt about this, but if
you were you certainly
never showed it. Some
of those around you,
myself included, did
want that recognition
for you and were
thrilled when Help the
Aged honoured you
with a Vice Presidency.

Then after retiring
from Andrews, but
continuing as a Trustee
of several of the
Charities, your concern
for others continued,

you be-came very
involved with the
Centre for Christian
Healing at Burrswood
and you still had the
energy to help set up
The Acorn Christian
Healing Trust to allow
Bishop Morris
Maddocks to follow
God’s calling to him to
the Healing Ministry.
Your CV really is quite
awe-some Frank and
very humbling for us
mortals!

Through all this great
work you have helped
many thou-sands of
people whom you
never knew. But you
also served so many of
us on a very personal
and private level and
the tributes to your
wisdom, your love,
your integrity have
been pouring in. You
should be heartily
embarrassed! If you're
not already then these
comments from an ex
colleague might do it. “I
shall remember many
people with fondness -
you will be prominent
among them... but
more than that, I
recognise in you a
profound goodness
that I have encoun-
tered in few people.
Your ability to offer
wise counsel and yet
still support people
when they ignored it is
almost unique in my
experience. Your
courage now is rare.
Thank you so much for
everything you have
done for me.” What a
tribute and how about
this for a pretty
unequivocal opening
sentence - “Dear Frank,

I think you are a
wonderful man.” Many
of us say Amen to that
Frank.

I want to finish now
Frank, since you told
me that this was to be a
brief address, by
quoting from one more
letter which you
received just three
weeks ago. It was
actually so eloquent
and summed up so
beautifully what you
have meant in your
years on this earth that
we printed an extract
from it on the front of
the Order of Service. It
says - “Let me just say
that your life is
inextinguishable in its
manifestation in a host
of people, myself
included, who have
been enriched by your
friendship and wis-
dom: certainly more
individuals than you
may yourself count,
and in many ways you
may never know. Allow
reflection on these
things to give you
courage at this present
time and assurance that
you have multiplied
your talents one
thousand fold and may
the light you have
brought to others
shine the brighter for
you.”

Frank - I know I
speak not just for Fi
and myself, but for
countless others when
I say God bless you
good and faithful
servant and may you
now be sharing in your
Master’s happiness. We
thank God for knowing
you.

CLERGY AWAY-DAY

(Left to right)

Richard Kingsbury, Nigel Hardcastle, John Boakes, Phil

Abrey, Sheila Nunn, David Moody, Peter Edwards, Tony Jones.

Eight Caversham clergy spent 24 hours
recently at Ashurst Priory in Hampshire.
The aim was to deepen friendship and to
see what more we can do together. Fr
Tony Jones arranged this splendid place
for the overnight stay. Revd Phil Abrey
synchronised the programme. “Clergy
together in Caversham” consultation was
a great success, to be repeated next
year. Those present were grateful to
those who looked after the needs of the
churches in colleagues’ brief absence

from Caversham.

RK
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of Caversham

Retail at
ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
Fax: 01734 461380

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461336

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461070. Fax: 01734 461070

< Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron

READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

RICHMOND

BUILDING SERVICES

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
Extensions * Alterations
Roofing * Re-pointing
From planning to completion

Reading 484228
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our
residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:
THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL
R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING

Phone: Reading (01734) 472164
.0
St|tchin
Proprietor: > :
Jth:Baﬂaid ‘lee

Supplier o]

All Patchwork & ers Needs
100% Cotton Patchwork Fabrics
Books - Cross Stitch - Buttons - Haberdashery
Tapestries - Stranded Cotton
Dress Fabrics - Bridal Fabrics - Paper Patterns
Everything for the Needleworker
Knitting Yarns

1 Church Road, Caversham, Rcadiné RG4 7AA
Telephone: 01734 47810

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (01734) 483744

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

NOW OPEN
CREATIVE HANDS

38 George Street, Caversham
Phone 470912

EMBROIDERY & TAPESTRY NEEDS
KNITTING WOOL, GIFT SETS
LAY-BY KNITTING WOOL SERVICE
ANYTHING TO ORDER

10% DISCOUNT FOR
DECEMBER
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM

IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE

It took a small cri de
coeur from our Advertising
Manager in last month’s
copy to remind me just how
much we owe to Peggy
Maule for all she personally
has contributed to the work
of the ‘Bridge’ for well over
twenty years. But | don’t
think | ever seriously
thought  about the
advertising aspect of her
work as against making
money for the paper, if it
hadn’t been for something
which recently happened to
us. Yes, you've guessed it,
our washing machine
suddenly packed up. At first
we thought there was no
need to worry, there’s
always the yellow pages.
Alas, many hours later,
having gone through every
name in the book and
being constantly told by
washing machine repairers
that they only dealt with a
particular  brand of
machine, my sister thought
of looking in the 'Bridge’.
Such adverts are not always
easy to find, but we were
lucky and, weekend or no,
we got a lovely man who
was prepared not only to
look for the fault but to

spend part of the weekend
trying to replace the
necessary parts. We shall
always be grateful for the
effort he put in. No, I'm not
going to tell you his name -
look it up in the ‘Bridge’ or
if that fails, give us a ring -
I’d willingly pass on all the
necessary information - |
never enjoyed
recommending anyone so
much before.

By the same token, we
also discovered a plumber -
not, | think, in the ‘Bridge’
this time, but one who,
unlike so many others,
offered to come, not next
month or in six weeks but
immediately and not only
did a good job of repairing
leaking taps but gave us a
lot of information as well.

So that’s two problems
we hope to forget for a
while.

OUR VETS

Knowing there was a
distinct possibility that by
the time you read this the
Prospect Street vets would
have moved, | popped in to
get the latest news. But they
tell me | needn’t worry; they
do expect to move very
shortly but all present

ONE WORLD

As detailed in the centre
spread of the October
issue of the Caversham
Bridge there was a range
of activities and events
immediately prior to and
during One World Week.
The week was preceded
by action in six of the
eight local primary
schools which
culminated in an
exhibition of the
children’s ideas and
aspirations for Growing
Hope in the Caversham
Public Library and
although not everyone
would agree with all of
them (or sometimes with
their attempts at
spelling) there can be no
doubt that, if the world
is left to their idealistic
minds, there is hope that
it will be a better place
when they become
responsible adults.
Subsequently pupils at
Highdown School have
submitted essays on
Signs of Growing Hope;
the results of this
competition will appear
in a later issue.

ODA bus in

Caversham

Just before the school
half term the Overseas
Development
Administration Bus
toured five local primary
schools, Queen Anne’s
School and Chiltern
Edge School in Sonning
Common where many
local children are
educated. The bus was
also in Caversham Court
on Environmental Apple
Day. This worthwhile
demonstration,
incorporating a video
show and exhibits,
showed many aspects of
the nation’s medical, food
and technical aid to third
world and Eastern

European countries,
either as direct aid, or in
association with other
voluntary agencies.

UN and the Great
Balloon Race

In common with Civic
Centres throughout the
country, the United
Nations flag was raised
in Reading at 11.30am
on 24 October, the 50th
anniversary of the
founding of the United
Nations. There followed
the mass release of
balloons, the sale of
which raised money for
the Methodist Water Aid
charity and UNICEF.

The evening of

Growing Hope

A good audience
assembled in the
Pavilion at

Mapledurham Playing
Fields on the Friday
evening to learn about
signs of Growing Hope in
contrasting parts of the
world. As anticipated
there was an opportunity
for all present to learn a
little about the situation
in each of five countries,
namely in Kenya from
Jane Alumira, in

The Overseas

Development

customers will be notified
and in case you don’t know,
they will be keeping the
same telephone number at
their new premises at the
top of Hemdean Road.
Thank heavens at least they
are staying in Caversham.

OUR JILL

It's amazing how easy it
is to learn so little about
somebody we see so often
and yet feel very close to
them. | refer to Jill Metherall
who, for long, has been a
stalwart at the Prospect
Street Post Office. | had
hoped she would stay on
with the new people but it
seems everyone has
changed. And | shall miss Jill
so much. For those who did
not already know, Jill
actually started work at the
Post Office when her
parents, Mr and Mrs
Humphries, ran it many
years ago. Afterwards she
went on to do many stints
at the same post office,
always pleasant, always
helpful and a joy to do
business with. Now, alas,
she has gone - don’t quite
know what she is doing but
she is enjoying life and we
hope still to see her around

WEEK

Khazakhstan from Jean
Sawyer, in Northern
Ireland through the
Corrymeela Community
from Ann Varma, in
Nigeria from Dr Abiodus
Adeyemi and in the
former Yugoslavia from
David Grubb. We
subsequently split into
groups to explore in
greater depth the signs
of Growing Hope in each
of two of the countries.
Another Kenyan Edwin
Njiru, on secondment to
the UK from Barclays
Bank in Nairobi, joined
in the final discussion.
The only regret from this
fascinating and
informative evening was
that time did not permit
us to explore in any
depth more than two of
the countries
represented. Perhaps the
most telling comment
came from David Grubb
of the local based charity
‘Feed the Children’, who
said the only way the
conflicts were likely to be
resolved completely
would be through
working with the
children.
Report & photos
Owen Jewiss

Administration

Demonstration Bus in the playground of Caversham
Park School with Miss Cordery's class waiting to board

it.
The One World Exhibit in

Caversham Public Library

with the tree of Growing Hope decked in leaves
bearing aspirations of hope from the Primary School

Children.

Speakers at the meeting on Growing Hope at
Mapledurham Pavilion: from left to right Mrs Ann
Varma (Corrymeela), Miss Jean Sawyer (Kazakhstan),
Dr Abiodus Adeyemi (Nigeria), Jane Alumira and
Edwin Njiru (Kenya) and Mr David Grubb (for

Yugoslavia).

Members of Micklands School examine an exhibit on
overseas aid inside the bus. They are from left to right:
Collett Harvey, Helen Prestidge, Lisa Gardiner and
Claire Herbert with David Day in the foreground.

Caversham. We shall miss
her tho” and do thank her
for all the years she has
served us.

This reminds me that |
should have given a warm
welcome to the new couple
at the Post Office.
understand that this work is
fairly new to them and can
only wish them joy in
getting to grips with the
complications that will
surely come their way. We
must try not to be too
impatient. Thanks to the
reader who reminded me of
this omission.

THE CORNER SHOP

| noticed in one of the
Sunday papers there was a
whole page devoted to
praising ‘the corner shop’.
True | think it was tied to
an advert, but it does give
me an opportunity to
remind readers just how
much we owe our corner
shops. It will be a sad day
when they disappear from
the scene. They can’t, of
course, compete with the
big stores when it comes to
discounts and they can’t
carry such a large range of
goods, but, my goodness,
what a useful purpose they

serve, particularly when we
run out of important items.
When Rags left the corner
shop in Westfield Road we
were very sorry and
thought life would never be
quite the same again. But
she left us in good hands
and one is always sure of a
bright smile and a helping
hand, to deliver things
wanted in a hurry if we
would like to ring up. | take
my hat off to the present
staff and wish them well in
what must sometimes
seem a rather thankless
task.

A.AND A. DISCOUNT

| think | mentioned these
people a little while ago
when they took over
Jackson’s old shop in
Prospect Street. Theirs too
must be an uphill job but
it’s amazing just how many
things, often very cheaply,
we can find in this shop,
and always served so
pleasantly. Just now they
are doing a good range in
Christmas goods, wrapping
paper, decorations and so
on. Do pop in there

whenever you get the
chance - you could save
yourself a lot.
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Rosehill W.I.

Windsor Castle
stands out as one of
the magnificent
buildings of
Berkshire. It was not
surprising therefore,
that an account of
the 1992 fire should
attract the close
attention of
members at the
October meeting.
Mrs Sheila Rooney, a
local historian, was
well qualified to
discuss the
implications of the
fire, and her
husband, Pat,
sketched in the
historical
background with
information on the
establishment of the
castle and its
development to the

present day.

There was an
invitation to join the
Scrabble, Rambling

and Handicraft
groups. Before the
talk, members

experienced the joys
of home cooking at a
harvest lunch.

Caversham
Ladies Club

Mrs Brenda Strong,
Chairman, opened
the meeting which
was the Club’s
Autumn Fair. It was
good to see so many
members present,
and the Chairman
thanked them for all
their contributions.
The tables were well
laden with baked

Phone:

01734 422420

WHITE SANDS VILLAS
PROPERTY CONSULTANTS
For all your requirements on the
COSTA BLANCA
“We don’t sell”
“You Buy”

e b

77,

BAY Seoretariat Seruices

Mtns., Rita A. Nask, WA.W.S.
(Wembor of Association of Wedical Seoretanios)

Cavorsham Feights, Reading,
Borkshone. RGE 7EP
Pet: (0734) 481693
(A msswerphonc)

Rudge Hatl Close,

A. R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance - General
Repairs - All Types of Decorating
Undertaken - Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES
14 Woodcote Way, Caversham

Phone 475846

CAVERSHAM
CHIMNEY

Excellent rates Throughout the Year
FULLY INSURED
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Tel 01734 473560 Mobile 0378 340444
34 Ardler Rd, Caversham, Reading

& DISTRICT
SWEEPS

goodies, plants,
groceries, arts and
crafts, nearly new,
etc. and of course
the usual white
elephant or bric-a-
brac.

Club business was
attended to and
Madam Chairman
also gave out the sad
news that Mrs
Harwood was
unfortunately back in
hospital. Christmas
lunch names were
taken and the menu
discussed. Members
were reminded that
Mr Noyes would be
showing more
interesting views of
old and new Reading
at their November
meeting.

It was time now to
declare the Fayre
open and stall
minders were soon
doing good business
with members’ bags
filling up nicely. All
too soon time was
catching up, and a
welcome cuppa was

very much
appreciated after the
hectic but most

enjoyable afternoon.
Members left with
lots of cheerios and
bargains to sort out
on return to their
homes.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild met in St
Barnabas Hall on
Tuesday evening
October 10th.

Arts and Crafts
enjoyed their last
afternoon meeting
looking at and
discussing holiday
photographs. The
following meeting on
October 19th was
spent making Pasta
Angels for the
Christmas tree.
Words and Music
meeting on 30th
October was entitled

“Music and
Shakespeare”.
Ramblers have

enjoyed two walks
since the last
meeting. The first
one started in
Reading town behind
the old brewery with
a walk along the
Kennet. The second
was a circular walk
along the riverside
around Shiplake with
a picnic by the lock.
The Ramblers have
walked many times
but always enjoyed it
especially as the

weather was so good.
The next walk was to
be on Thursday 19th
October. The walk on
November 2nd was
cancelled.
Wednesday
October 18th was the
Townswomen’s Guild
forty-third Birthday
Party. There was a
buffet in St Barnabas
Hall. Members were
asked to wear hats for
a Hat Competition.
There was also a
Beetle Drive during
the evening of
celebrations. There is
to be a Christmas
Table Decoration
Competition for the
November meeting.
The speaker for the
evening was Mr R.
Snailham on “China
Opens Its Doors”.
This was an extremely
interesting talk on
how China has
altered in the last
seven years. The
Chinese people no
longer wear the dull
grey and blue
mandarin collared
suits; they dress in
modern clothes. They
are a very happy race
and are so eager to
please. Local Chinese
guides who know
their own area so
well are eager to
show visitors around
and are happy to
discuss how their
people and their
ways have changed.
Their Senior Citizens
exercise in the parks
early in the mornings
and seem to like to
dance to their radios
a lot of the time.
There are still more
cycles than any other
transport in China.

There is also a
splendid new
Expressway. The

Railway has double-
decker trains and
there is soft and hard
travel, the soft travel
being the more
comfortable.
Members would like
to have heard more
about China but time
ran out.

Next meeting
Tuesday November
14th with a talk on
“BBC Monitoring”.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

Harvest was the
theme for the
October meeting. A
good selection of
produce arrived for
the bring and buy
table making this

both a profitable and
successful occasion.
The competition
“"Homemade
Preserve” produced
some delicious
entries and the
winner this month
was Mrs J. Slatten.

During the course
of the afternoon a
beetle drive was held,
which gave rise to
much hilarity. The
winner was Mrs I.
Stokes and Mrs J.
Banks received the
Booby Prize.

The group visiting
Burnham Beeches
and Amersham had
good weather for the
trip and a very
enjoyable time was
had by all. The
ramblers also had a
lovely day for their
walk, which was the
last one for this year.

It was beautiful
weather for this
year’s Apple Day
held at Caversham
Court and there was
a good attendance.
The Guild supported
the event by serving
refreshments and
providing a cake stall,
as they have done in
past years.

Tickets have been
obtained for a small
group to visit the
Pantomime at the
Hexagon in January.

It was a pleasure to
welcome three
visitors to the
meeting and the
Guild looks forward
to welcoming
visitors/new
members at the next
meeting at Church
House, Caversham
on Thursday 14th
December at 2pm.
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Where do you find
Financial Advice
that is
Independent
Local &
Free?
Richard Stainthorp
Independent Financial Adviser

A Member of
23 Oakley Road, i
Caversham, 'E
RG4 7RL : <
Tel: 01734 461656 R

Management Ltd

Regulated by the Personal Investment

ST LUKES

RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

This lovely, purpose built home is situated in a
quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer a high
standard of care in a warm and cosy atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with an up
to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us contact
Doreen or Shelley our management team on:

(01734) 461424

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS

HELP IS AVAILABLE

Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre

Tel: 01734 482072
We can help with advice, information and support
REGISTERED CHARITY

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

Specialists in the restoration of period buildings

TELEPHONE 01734 483536

FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

The Entertaining Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION

Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide




JOHN @

WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING HEATING &

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations &

general plumbing and electrical work and
repairs large or small

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE, CAVERSHAM
RG4 0JT (01734) 482584

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER
GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

" Free estimates given

D Pz » '1-~\ PETER BURTON
BUILDERS =Y, | —
54 BU &Lrmie | | puneR s DECORATOR
PRIVATE &
ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS, SUB-CONTRACT
EXTENSIONS, INTERNAL & GENERAL
EXTERNAL DECORATION, RABTENANCE RN
RE-FURBISHMENT, PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE
DARREN SMITH TEL: READING
29 Partridge Drive Tel (01734) 624156
Tllch:rsl & (or 0373 733215 01734 470297
AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION AD. MORRIS
- CAVERSHAM CARPET
TILE CENTRE FITTERS
FIXING BY OUR OWN b 2 el ol
FIXING EXPERTS - Re-adaptions
- Vinyls
55 Donkin Hill % READING
Caversham B'”"'ﬂc
= 479280/500472
Reading RG4 0DG Mobile:
EN 01734 478853/479163 0831 203530
DICK SMITH Chiltern
Building Contrator Edge
Extensions, loft conversions, Flower
kitchens, bathrooms, patios, dri- Club
veways, property maintenance. Dee 14th 7.30
FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES NINON LINNELL
Just a few days till
HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM Christmas
01734 482504 Chiltern Edge School
Sonning Common
E GARDEN MACHINERY E PE}%‘:;OP
= SERVICES = =
< 6BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM « | CAVERSHAM
S TEL: READING 473308 =
PRI T e * | Gee Gee Pets
¢ Agentsfor = * | and Aquaria
. FLYMO NEWAND e
+ MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED o | 29 PROSPECT STREET
. HAYTER MACHINES e Reading 472422
= ATCO ect Free estimates o = :
J Central Heating
Builder and Decorator General Repairs
K C BARNES
FREE ESTIMATES
& SON
18 GOSBROOK ROAD 209 Kidmore Road
CAVERSHAM EE
HEADING Telephone:
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582
481929

A.B. WALKER
& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD. READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

Goer 75
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham Tel: 461393
3 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
House arrangements can be undertaken by our
caring experienced staff
% 24 Hour Service % Private Chapels of Rest
% Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE
PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST
Mrs L McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
Clinic: 23 Conisboro Ave.,

Caversham Heights
Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

» Walton Adams

& Son Limited ‘
PHOTOGRAPHERS
Telephone Reading 477904

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPORT

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

NICKSON'’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an interest
in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of
Caversham

* Advice free and browsers are welcome
* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel/Fax 01734 463804

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,

SAS Drapes, Re-upholstery
Special Airpot ervie John Kitcher & Son
LOWEST FARES IN THE DISTRICT : :
N COMPARES TRAINS Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE Thames
LICENSED CARS Tel: 01491 872103
READING 464114 —
Tomalin & Son
MIKE Funeral Directors
THOMAS incorporating Arthur Butler of Peppard
OND Forestry A
Tree Surgery A caring family-run
& Landscaping Independent Funeral Service.
8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks Andéison FoSE -
G 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames
= Tel: (01491) 573370
Carpenter & Joiner 24 Hours Personal Attention.
PETER J R McCARDLE _—
MAY A.F. JONES
Phone Reading 478175 MASTER MASONS ——————
e MASTER
T.V.DOCTOR | | WALLABIES | | foebetorasn MASONS
+ Free Callout BOUNCY CASTLES Granite Croftcmenin Siome
+ Free Estimates m et :
+ Repairs to T.V.s, Restoration and all
iy m s R anrm:z :D
HiFi's elc FUN! =, undertaken Meleyhome
01734 484585 CALL 483186 ANYTIME READING 262362 S




