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NEW ‘COMM

ITMENT

COMMITMENT’ NEEDED

— Owen Jewiss

Churches together in Caversham Annual Assembly. The Revd. Roger Nunn speaking, with Mrs
Audrey Preston and the Revd. Phil Abrey.

Ecumenical Instruments. Five years since for the

first time Roman Catholics and the Orthodox
Churches and Black-led Churches became full
members of the new ecumenical group Churches
Together in England. It was therefore very fitting that
the Revd Roger Nunn, Field Officer for the Southern
Area of Churches Together in England, should have
been invited to speaﬁ earlier in the summer at the
Annual Assembly of Churches Together in Caversham
on the theme “Ecumenism - the vision and the reality”.

IT is now five years since the introduction of the new

The vision

Jesus, he reminded us, was the source of the vision,
when He prayed in the garden on the night of His
betrayal, that His followers might be one as He was
one with the Father, so that the world might believe
(John 17.21). He reminded us of the famous Swanwick
Declaration of 1987 which led to the new movement in
1990 and of the context of our pilgrimage beginning
with the unity of God amf ending with the
reconciliation of the world in God. We were movin
from occasional co-operation to a deep God-centreg
commitment to each other in that search for the unity
for which Christ prayed and in common evangelism
and service of the world.

- and the reality

Roger Nunn confessed that five years on the reality
was like the curate’s egg. In some places ecumenism
was stuck, in others there were signs of death.
Elsewhere exciting things happened such as in York
with Churches in Mission Together and in Thames
Valley Alive. There were many examples of service
together. Sometimes nothing happened because a
church was inactive; some churches were so
hyperactive in running their own lives that they had no
energy left for others. The ecumenical issue was not the
only one concerning the churches: there were issues of
the ordination of women, the charismatic movement
and the increasing secularisation of our society. The
more demanding the issues became and the more the
numbers in church membership fell, the more we
needed to worship and work together. “Where is this all

leading us?” Roger Nunn questioned.
There is a search for visible unity, but
what kind? This, he explained, is
currently being explored with the
member churches.

Recommendations for the future

‘Ecumenism - the vision and the reality’
was also the theme of the Churches
Together in England Forum which
subsequently met during the summer.
This Forum comprises some 360 people
drawn from all the denominations and
from all the County bodies similar to
Churches Together in Berkshire, who
were represented by Maureen Hudd
from Newbury and Owen Jewiss from

F: Caversham’s Rarest ﬁﬁ
Tree?

There may be several people who have noticed how the
area around the bus stop in Hemdean Road, at the side
of the library and opposite the bakery, was covered with
pale primrose flowers this August. They fell down like
snow flakes and dropped from a large tree inside the
library grounds and this year, like most trees, it was
smothered with blossom. The tree is possibly the rarest
in Caversham. There is another splendid specimen in
Brooklyn Drive, Emmer Green; that one is multi-
stemmed, whilst the one beside the library has only
three large trunks.

The tree is Sophora Japonica and is known as the
Japanese Scholar tree or Pagoda tree. It does not,
apparently, originate from Japan in spite of its name
but comes from China. In Japan it was given the name
Scholar Tree because it was supposed to be planted by
the graves of scholars.

In Autumn its Acacia-like leaves (they are rounded
leaflets as opposed to Acacia’s pointed ones) will turn
vivid yellow. Let’s hope the drought has not harmed it.

llﬂg At the moment it looks a picture of health. MK
e

Caversham, together with the County Ecumenical
Officer, Sister Janet Wilcox. SFP. The forum meets
every two years over a long weekend in Swanwick. It is
also attended by the Church Leaders, which on this
occasion included the Archbishop of Canterbury,
Cardinal Hume, the Revd Kathleen Richardson and
Bishop Basil of Sergievo who are its Presidents. The
Forum is the “eyes and ears” of the churches and part of
its function is to make recommendations to the Enabling
Body which helps Churches Together in England to
develop its ecumenical policy, although the Enabling
Body is not bound by the recommendations.

After a weekend spent in Bible study, worship and
discussion, much of it in small groups, the Forum
concluded with a report containing nine priorities, the
impact of which is best expressed in the following
headlines, highlighted in CTE’s bi-monthly bulletin
Pilgrim Post: “Ecumenism must become second
nature to the English churches; there needs to be
a new ‘commitment to commitment’”. These
headings reflect the snappy ones that emerged from the
small groups. Top of the priority list of recommendations
is the affirmation of the need to make prayer together a
priority at all levels in our churches. The need to involve
young people comes next. There is concern for the Black
majority churches who feel marginalised and isolated;
we need to show greater openness to them. Other points
deal with valuing diversity, facing the challenging
questions, better communication, sharing resources,
including training, and exploring how ecumenism as
second nature might be worked out in practice.

The context
It is easy to become impatient with the apparent slow
speed of our ecumenical pilgrimage but those of us who
are older cannot but help notice with thanksgiving the
enormous strides taken on the road to ecumenism since
our youth. We have moved from co-existence, through co-
operation, to commitment and, while many long for full
communion with one another, we do need first to have
greater commitment to each other as churches so that
together we may be more effective in evangelism and
service to the world.

Owen Jewiss
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TALKING POI

The Reverend Christine Rowe
St. John the Baptist Church

SUFFERING

UFFERING is a word which often comes into our everyday lives. For Christians,

suffering is personified in the life and death of Jesus Christ - Jesus Christ who is the life

of the world. Christians are called to be a part of Christ’s Body here on earth. We are
called to be a part of the suffering community of Christian believers. But how do we
understand ourselves as part of the suffering community of Christian believers throughout
the ages? Throughout the World? In our locality? How do we begin to participate in the
suffering community with Jesus Christ as the head?

Looking at our world we are faced with many many suffering communities around
us...Think of Bosnia; relatives divided; women and children maimed and abandoned; homes,
roots, lives shattered.

Or Northern Ireland; all the past years of suffering which has turned neighbour against
neighbour, leaving a fearful and distrusting people, broken and wounded.

Or think of Rwanda, a small emerging nation, destroyed by the trauma of combat, killing,
death, fear, hopelessness.

The list is unending.

But there are so many reasons for suffering in our world. Suffering between individuals,
one to one, or between groups of peoples. Selfishness; greed; the desire to be powerful,
especially over another person or group of people; jealousy; fear; hatred.

Itis impossible not to see and recognize the suffering of our world...

Suffering is so often linked with negative words like hate, fear, injustice, destruction,
division etc...

But is this the suffering community which we as Christians are asked, are called upon to
participate in? Are we asked to look for situations where we put ourselves purposefully into
positions of weakness, or misery, or fear? No. God does not ask us to bring suffering on
ourselves. Seeking suffering for its own sake simply feeds a selfish negative desire in
ourselves and leads to guilt and unhappiness. God calls us to life, a life which frees the Spirit,
not stifles it.

The suffering community we are called to be a part of, is one where actions, thoughts and
words, hopes and fears are based on love, selfless love. Lives where God who is Love,
motivates and where God'’s Spirit of love overflows.

Starting from the negative may seem to be a whole lot easier, but living, day by day as
ollowers of the living God means starting, always starting from the creative life-giving force
~hich is love.

From birth to death we are faced with our suffering. It is part of our human lot. Often, but
10t always, brought about by sin, the inhumanity of one being against another of which,
through circumstances, we become a part.

Putting Love at the centre of our lives does not remove suffering...Christ knew that, he
died on the cross. Jesus’ suffering was not for himself but for the salvation of the world. The
crucifixion was not instigated through fear or hatred, through a desire for power or disunity,
with any intention of destruction or division, no, Christ’s death on the cross put love back in
its proper or real or only place in the world...right at the centre. To participate in suffering
which aims to follow that example is to begin to participate in the bringing in of God’s
Kingdom.

So we are called not to invite suffering...but rather we are called to follow the example of
Jesus Christ to put love, selfless love, at the centre of our individual lives and the lives of our
communities. Suffering will not just go away...nor the pain of iliness or bereavement...but
into the suffering community comes the longed for dimension of hope, hope enriching,
healing, uniting us, as God’s life-giving Spirit strengthens and feeds us.

God never starts with a negative.

Destruction, hatred, fear, distrust, hopelessness are not where God starts.

God starts with creation, renewal, wholeness, transformation, unity, life.

But God is always there with us, individually and corporately in those negatives, and
many, many more. God has shown us that intimacy through sending Jesus Christ into the
world. Jesus who lived on earth as a human and died suffering on the Cross. And so our
lives have meaning, hope.

Itis valuable to give time to think of ourselves as part of the suffering community in which
we live...To remember others near and far who are suffering at this time and whose suffering
affects us, and to long that we may try to put things in their proper place with God’s
unconditional love at the centre, not only of our own lives but of the suffering community of
which we are a part.
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THE LINK GROUP - 21 YEARS ON

Do you remember Family Festival 1974? Perhaps you rgnxember fifteen hundred
people of different denominations sharing Communion in Cuve_rshnm Court -
hundreds of balloons floating across the sky - Family Day at Highdown - the
Festival Shop in Barclay’s Bank Annexe - the various events staged throughout
the fortnight by ten Caversham Churches?

Perhaps you remember
the “Teach-in", and the
displays at all the events,
when we learned about
some of the people who
were left outside what
many of us consider to be a
normal family life - people
helped by the Simon
Community, forerunner of
REAP, mentally handi-
capped people; homeless
people; housebound and
disabled people. All with
the same needs and rights
as anyone else - but not
always getting them. The
money raised went to help
them.

It was from this that the
Link Group evolved. And
twenty-one years on it still
has members from ten
different Churches working
together - different
members now of course!
And the four original
organisations helped have
grown enormously as
members have become
involved with Berkshire
Women’s Aid, SPHERE,
Multiple Sclerosis Society,
Drop-in Centre, Parkinson'’s
Disease Society, and many,
many more, bringing the
needs of the people
concerned to the attention
of the Group, for action as

required.
The ‘Furniture business’ -
transferring  donated

household goods to those
who needed them - was an
early and on-going activity.
Twelve years ago, the
regular tea parties in
members’ homes for
elderly people started, to be
followed by the Pop-in
Centre. An open Meeling
instigated the local branch
of ‘Crossroads’.

The needs have to be
local, as personal
involvement is of prime
importance. Financial
needs are secondary, but
are served by the Annual
fund-raising ‘Knit-in’. But
looking back over the
books many thousands of
pounds have been raised
by this small group.

The Ecumenical lunches,
drawing in all our
Churches, are important, as
is the annual house
Communion Service. The
present Chairman is a
Baptist, Treasurer from the
United Reformed Church,
Secretary from St John's,
tea party organisers St

Peter's - and all members
have a particular
responsibility. IU's

Ecumenism in action!

S0, twenty-one years on,
the aims are the same as
when the Link Group
prayer was first written.
The last line goes:-

“Help us to form a link
of genuine friendship,
which crosses all barriers.”

We shall be celebrating
our birthday in November.
Many Happy Returns!

Doreen Bennett.

[ CAVERSHAM

CLERGY

ANGLICAN

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road.
Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
Tel: 472788.

(The Rev. Andrew Tyler, Hon. Asst Priest)

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel: 478239,
The Revs Stephen & Christine Rowe,

The Vicarage, St John's Road. Tel: 471814.

The Rev Sheila Nunn, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park
Village. Tel. 475152.

METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223,
‘The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham. Tel:
482530.

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green. Tel:
477697

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Enquiries to C. Fairburn. Tel: 474781

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenuc. Tel: 471787.

The Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev. A. N. Lawrence, 6a Hemdean Road. Tel: 470816.
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3th September 1995

Come and See our New
Patchwork, Quilting
and Craft Department

10% Discount with this advertisement

WEEER
Supplier of Patchwork and Quilters Needs
100% Cotton Patchwork Fabrics
Books - Cross Stitch - Buttons - Tapestries
Haberdashery - Stranded Cotton
Dress Fabrics - Bridal Fabrics - Paper Patterns

Wthing for the
Proprietor: Julic Ballard

1 Church Road, Caversham, Reading, Berkshire RG47AA
Telephone: 01734 478106

3rd Reading (St. Peters)
Scouls

Marquee
for Hire
30’ x 16’
Very reasonable rates

Tel. 481942

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:

1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations
they have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 483466

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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LID OFF ST BARNABAS CHURCH

For the want of a nail the roof might have been lost! Rather in the
case of St Barnabas Church for the want of hundreds of nails, which
held the battens, which held the tiles, the roof might have slid gently
onto the lawns surrounding the church during this coming winter. After
66 years the non-galvanised nails originally used had corroded away.
Fortunately corrosion was discovered just in time and at the time of |
writing repairs necessitating stripping the roof, felting, rebattening and |
replacing the tiles had almost been completed. During the course of |
this work we have been greatly blessed by one of the driest summers
ever.

Gift Day and Thanksgiving Service

The church happily stands as a witness to the faith in Jesus Christ and
his saving grace, which we proclaim. It serves the local community
through its clergy and people, being available to all and is used by
many. Normally the conviction and commitment of the congregation is
sufficient to maintain its pastoral ministry and fabric, but an
unanticipated additional bill for £18,500 to repair the roof goes beyond
our resources. In the belief that the local population would not wish to
see their local parish church go to rack and ruin, and certainly would
wish to stay dry when they use it, an appeal has gone to those living in
the parish to help raise the money. Opportunities to contribute will be : g
1 possible at the Gift Day on Saturday, 30 September, and on the / $ 0 s SR Sl : THIE =

| following day, Sunday, 1 October, when there will be a Service of ; 3 g f L2y i i " l"“m e 3
Thanksgiving at 9.30am. On both days the Church will be open from / . i)
1lam to 4pm when there will be an exhibition in the church of its life
and work and during which time donations will be gratefully received.

J. Hardy

still do so. The fund will remain open for about
a year and further donations will be happily
received with much appreciation. Cheques
should be made payable to “St Barnabas
Church Roof and Fabric Fund” and sent to Mr
John Sansom at 3 Yarnton Close, Emmer
Green, or to the Revd Nigel Hardcastle at St
Barnabas Vicarage, 20 St Barnabas Road,
Emmer Green.

Sharing the cost

When completed some 24,000 tiles will have been refixed on the roof of
St Barnabas Church. This means that, at a total cost of £18,500, it
| costs 75 pence to refix one tile. £7.50 would pay for 10 tiles to be relaid
q and £37.50 for 25; £300 would repair half the vestry roof. If every home

Our picture shows work in progress on the nave roof at St Barnabas Church during August
caversham park

SQ village association

E Charity Reg. No. 272950

KEEP FIT AT
THE MILESTONE CENTRE
BRIDGE
Tuesday evenings from Spm
Tel: 01734 477312

CHESS

in the parish were to give enough money to repair 10 tiles, namely
£7.50, St Barnabas would be home and literally dry. Anyone missing
the Gift Day and Thanksgiving Sunday opportunities to contribute may

old are illiterate - but supporting our Bazaar or ional Secretary for the

| BAZAARAID!

education is too sending a donation to Churches Together in Sondeyleveniass Fom S
expensive. Nijera Shikhi, 57 England, has been living Tel: 01734 474305
: : ; So Nijera Shikhi says Sherrington Road, in SFL and teaching
g::r'srocizdzséaorf th;i ;‘-?:;]sﬁgg :vh;:::e:vg:; ‘Let’s teach ourselves’. Ipswich IP1 4HT, fax via English, primarily to DARTS
Caversham Heights day. As many as two Every week three 01473 744254. adults. The Mayor’s lil:m 1Ivf"b'"l' : \IV;d"r(:lﬂ\' evenings
- i i ; : ens League - Thursday cvenings
Methodist Church, which hundred and fifty million ll;uxl]dred le)W_voluntee}: “zg‘:{m&]ly a !.hgd “{lli appg:l ";f’“ make it 'rfl:‘unn 4733"73 ¥
takes place at 2.00pm on people in Africa and Asia 1©'Pers begin, each go e Viayor's Special possible for ten young

Saturday 11th Novem-
ber, will be devoted to
three projects which will
benefit people living in
the ‘developing world’.

A third will go to
‘Water, Fountain of Life’,
an appeal launched by
the Methodist Relief and
Development Fund as a
response to the United
Nations’ target of clean
water for all in the year
2000. The dirty water
diseases of cholera,
typhoid and dysentery
wreak havoc with the
poorest people of the
world in slums and
shanty towns: no less
than twenty-five

suffer from bilharzia, the
parasitic disease for
which contaminated
water is responsible. No
less than half the world’s
population lack access to
clean water and
sanitation. Our contribu-
tion will be but a drop -
but a valuable drop - in
the ocean of the UN’s
target.

A third will go to
Nijera Shikhi (Let’s
Teach Ourselves). A new
People’s Movement has
started in Bangladesh.
About seventy five
million of its one
hundred and five million
population over 5 years

helping two illiterates to
teach themselves. By
June 1996 one million
people are expected to be
enrolled. A year later,

two million. The
curriculum leads
learners into family

planning, credit unions,
co-operatives, skills
development, nutrition,
health, child care, their
cultural heritage. There
can be no real
development without
literacy.

Every £1.65 sub-
scribed to Nijera Shikhi
enables ten more people
to begin to gain literacy.
THE TASK IS URGENT.
You can join this Self-
Education Movement to
change the future for
millions of people by

Appeal for the Reading
San Francisco Libre
Association’s projected
Youth Exchange. San
Francisco Libre is the
small municipality in
Nicaragua with which
Reading is ‘twinned’.
Most of those who live in
‘SFL’ are peasant
farmers who keep hens,
pigs and cows and grow
maize and sorghum.
They fish in a nearby
lake, despite it being
polluted, and their only
‘cash crop’ is firewood,
which is transported to
the capital Managua, to
sell in shops and
bakeries. During the
past year Sarah
Reardon, the teenage
daughter of the Revd
Martin Reardon, Nat-

people from Reading to
visit and experience SFL
in 1996, and a similar
number of youngsters
from SFL to come to
Reading in 1997.

Please make an entry
in your diary now
‘Bazaaraid Saturday
11th November 2pm
Caversham Methodist

2-3 Productions cach year

Tel: 01734 481377

DRAMA

HUGH ATKINS
1906-1995

Rene Atkins, Rosemary
and Margaret would like to
express their sincere
thanks for all the love and
support shown to them
following the sad loss of
Hugh.

CAVERSHAM COUNSELLING

SERVICE

BRENDA & WILLIAM DELLER
Qualified and Experienced Counsellors
Confidential help for individuals
and couples with relationship,
stress, work-related or

other life problems

Telephone: Reading 476946

LD Collinson cMpi
CLOCKMAKER

FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM
Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.
Free local collection service

OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (01734) 473548

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

CHILTERN EDGE ANTIQUES
APPRECIATION SOCIETY

There is an interesting programme of illustrated
lectures this season organised by the C.E.A.A.S.
meeting on Wednesday evenings from 7.30pm to
9.30pm in the Lecture Theatre, Children Edge
Community Centre, Reades Lane, Sonning Common.
Subjects to be covered are as follows:

October 4th John Singer Sargent (welcoming
drink at 6.45pm)

History of Playing Cards

Reading Bayeux Tapestry

Love Jewellery

November 1st
January 10th
February Sth
March 6th Clocks
April 17th Annual Meeting and Talk.

Annual subscription £8.50, visitors' fees £2.50. Visits
1o Museums and Houses are also arranged.

If you are interested, come along o the opening
meeting and join then or contact the Membership
Secretary, ¢/o Chiltern Edge Community Centre,
Reades Lane, Sonning Common.

COMMUNITY ART CENTRE

The Reading Community Art Centre which meets at
Caversham Church House will hold its Annual Christmas
Art exhibition on November 11th from 10am to 5pm in St
Mary < Church House, Minster Street, Reading.

It will be opened officially by the Mayor and Mayoress of
Reading at 10am.

Admission is free. Refreshments will be available, and
paintings will be for sale.

10 Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ

~Gardiners

The specialist agency
for nurses, carers
and their clients.

(01734) 47 66 66

Landcare
GARDEN SERVICES

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting,
shrub pruning, beds & borders

Call Ron Darby on 470391
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WHITE SANDS VILLAS
PROPERTY CONSULTANTS
For all your requirements on the
COSTA BLANCA

“We don't sell”
“You Buy”

el

Phone:

01734 422420

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

2}4% Secretarial Senuices

Wtrs. Bita A. Mack, W.A.M.S.
(Wewmbeor of A of Wedical S )

17, Rudge Fatt Plose.
Caversham Feights, Reading,
Borkshone. BG4 7EP
Tet: (0734) 481693
(Answerphonc)

CAVERSHAM HERB & NUTRITION STOCKIST

DIANA FAULKNER

Feel well and healthy with a
Colon Cleanse, Ease Irritable Bowel,
Diverticulitis, Colitis, Stricture, Aloe Vera Juice,
Liquid Chlorophyl, Loclo (means low cholesterol)
Cascara — all with apple juice
A complete balance of the system

Tel: 01734 461840

.Il

* HAND PAINTED CHINA
By LINDA CLARKE
Christening & Wedding Plates,
Pet Portraits, Door Plaques etc.
Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-
WORKSHOPS

Tel: 481271 for details

a

=

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST

25 years experience - Caversham based company

Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -

Competitive prices - Free quotations - Carpet fitting
service.

Tel: 474737

REPAIRS TO WASHING MACHINES
AND OTHER DOMESTIC APPLIANCES
Washing Machine Spares Sales
Re-conditioned Washing Machines
No V.A.T. to pay, Competitive Prices

A. C. DUNN
Phone: (01734) 475319

RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

WATER SUPPLIES

As one hot rainless
day succeeded another
throughout July and

most  of ~August,
gardens, grass and
cherished plants

shrivelled and in some
cases died. | could not
help taking malicious
pleasure at seeing the
Japanese knot weed in
my garden, which has
resisted just about
every effort to
eradicate it, also
shrivelling up and
dying.

On the whole there
were very few
sprinklers or even
hoses left on for hours
to be seen in
Caversham although no
actual  ban  was
introduced. The threat
however was always
there in the
background. Yet how
ridiculous such a
situation is. In the first
part of the year there
was constant heavy rain
and the river was
rushing along in.full
spate, in many places
over its banks. Even at
Cricklade where
happened to be at the
time, where the
Thames is little more
than a brook, sandbags
were in place in
anticipation of a flood.
Yet a few months later
there is a shortage of
water. In plenty of
countries a wet winter
is regularly followed by
a hot dry summer
without a rush to panic
measures.

If it is the case that,
except in a few places,
the problem is not so
much a shortage of
water as of distribution
and leakage from
underground pipes,
then it is about time
this was rectified. The
excuse that relaying
pipes  would be
exorbitantly expensive
will not convince the
general public when
they see the colossal
profits made by the
water companies,
without even taking
into consideration the
telephone number
salaries of their chief
executives. Water
undertakings are, or
should be, in the
business of providing
an efficient water
supply, not of piling up
attractive dividends for
shareholders. Perhaps
in fact they should be
publicly owned so that
the need to make fat
profits to attract
investment is not the
priority.

PADDLING AND
SKATE-BOARDING
The paddling pond at
Christchurch Meadows
was duly returned to
action for the greater
part of the school
holidays though on the
day my young visitor
arrived it was
temporarily emptied
again. He also reported
that the ‘edges
scratched your knees.’

During the colder
months of the year it
will remain empty and
will come into use as a
skate-board rink which
will, it is hoped, attract
skate-boarders away
from Forbury Gardens
where it has become
the done thing to skate
over, through or into
anything that presents
itself as remotely
suitable, regardless of
the damage done.

FIFTY YEARS ON

To commemorate the
fiftieth anniversary of
the dropping of an
atom bomb on
Hiroshima, a gathering
took place on 6th
August on the banks of
the Thames near
Holiday Inn. Candles
were lit and floated on
the water to symbolise
the souls of all those
who died at Hiroshima
and Nagasaki and
those who have since
died from nuclear
related causes. A prayer
was said for forgiveness
and for the coming of
peace to the world.

THOUSANDS FLOCK
TO FESTIVAL

A very different event
took place three weeks
later when thousands
flocked into the town
for the annual festival.
This year the noise was
kept to a far more
acceptable level than
last year, thanks to
better sound control
and the direction of the
wind. The fireworks on
Saturday night set
doors and windows
rattling but were of
short duration.
Unofficial noise from
the site after midnight
disturbed the sleep of
nearby residents and
this is a problem that
needs attention. The
sheer weight of
numbers makes this
difficult.

Something between
fifty-five and sixty
thousand were there
every day, a huge
number for a site that
size, which could be a
safety hazard. John
Peel, writing in the

Guardian, said numbers
needed looking at as it
was difficult to move
about on the site
because of the crowds.
A piece of simple
arithmetic also shows
that it would be
impossible to supply an
adequate number of
lavatories and washing
facilities as well as litter
bins for such large
numbers staying over-
night. In fact it was to
the credit of festival
goers that they nearly
all looked so clean, as
well as happy and
contented to be there.

NO TO SUPERSTORE

Now that it s
proposed to amend the
Borough Structure Plan
by including a proposal
for a superstore on the
former Elliott’s site, a
consultation exercise
has been launched to
assess local people’s
views. It is essential that
all those who are
opposed to the inclu-
sion of a super store on
that site respond to this
survey before 6th
October. The Borough
insists on objections
being made on the
official form, something
of which many objec-
tors could easily be
unaware. Reasons for
opposing the store
were set out in these
columns in the July
issue of this newspaper.

Cllr Steven Waite’s
suggestion that part of
the land be used for
Thameside School
would be a much
better use of the site.
However, regrettably
there is much more
money in selling the
land for a superstore,
so this idea is probably
not a runner.

POINTLESS
DESTRUCTION

In mid August a very
beautiful memorial
sundial was placed in
Caversham Court along
with a commemorative
plaque in memory of a
family’s young daugh-
ter. Sadly you cannot
go along and look at it
for, before the end of
the month, it had been
smashed right down to
its base. It is difficult to
imagine the alienated
and perverted minds
that could have done
such a thing. These
once beautiful gardens
are suffering so much
from mindless vanda-
lism that there must be
real fears about their
future.

It can only be a few,

and probably the same
few, who are wreaking
this damage and
holding hundreds of
law abiding citizens
who wish to enjoy the
gardens to ransom.
There must be some
way of controlling them
instead of giving them
free rein to do as they
please.

The grieving family
can be assured of the
heartfelt sympathy of
all decent minded
people over what has
happened.

A MINORITY OF ONE?
My thanks to Clir F.
Pugh for correcting me
on the technicalities of
the holdings of Reading
Transport Ltd but it
made little difference to
the point | was making
that a bus service run
purely on commercial
lines is not going to
maintain unprofitable
but socially desirable
services. As for the use
of concessionary
passes paid for by the
local authority, | had
already said that it was
perfectly legal.

As readers will
observe, the apos-
trophe in the heading
to this article still comes
after the ‘s’. | write from
the viewpoint of
residents (i.e. matters of
interest to them) but
they are not all going to
agree about what they

be an impossible task
and at best would
sound like the minutes
of the last meeting,
laudable but scarcely
making for gripping
reading. What | do
write reflects at least
the views of a
substantial minority and
frequently, on such
matters as Bugs Bottom
and care of open
spaces, that of a very
large majority. Clir Pugh
must be aware that |
am not the only person
to have serious reserva-
tions about the merits
of bus deregulation.

At any rate, con-
troversial or not, Cllr
Pugh seems to find this
column readable and
even worthy of a reply
and it is much more
satisfying to be taken to
task for one’s views
than to be ignored. (See
Postbag, pages 8-9, Ed.)

In conclusion, | did
not tell anyone not to
buy anything, on moral
or any other grounds. In
fact | said it was
perfectly under-
standable for people to
catch a Mainline bus if it
was going where they
wanted when they
wanted. | still maintain
that if we want to keep
Reading Buses on the
streets we should use
them in preference to
Mainline. Come on,
Fred, read my article
again and you'll see it is

see. To represent all most mild and
points of view would reasonable.
Conservatree

PRINT AND DESIGN

Now offers - volume photocopying at competitive prices.
From mailshots to manuals, collated, stapled and
bound.

Community discount scheme available for registered
charities, local churches and schools.

Ask for details:
36B Church St, Caversham

(located in Chester St. Car Park)

Tel: 01734 479120

BELCHER TURF CO.

J.V. Belcher, Est. 1976

MAY WE QUOTE FOR ALL GARDEN WORK?
LARGE OR SMALL JOBS WELCOME.
PROMPT ATTENTION TO ALL ENQUIRIES.
TURF SUPPLIED ONLY OR TURF SUPPLIED AND
LAID.

PHONE READING 428818 OR
MOBILE 0860 842760

DMDB #A

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (01734) 473503 Mobile 0589 354002
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE
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CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The end of one chapter —
the beginning of another

On Saturday ‘the 19th
August the members and
friends of Caversham Hill
Chapel met officially to
say farewell to their
Pastor, the Reverend
Chris Justice and Julie,
his wife, and some of their
family.

It was an occasion for
sharing an evening meal
together, rejoicing in
fellowship with friends old
and new, listening
intently to Chris and Julie
as they each spoke of past
days and future hopes,
praying with each other
for present needs and
commending our dear
friends to the loving grace
of our Heavenly Father for
the days to come.

There was rejoicing and
there was sadness, and as
we quietly made our way
home in the evening
twilight it was with
subdued hearts at the
reality of parting from
these two people who had
come to mean so much to
us.

Chris came to
Caversham in January
1979 having received a

lunanimoéus call from
members of the “Chapel
on the Hill” to be their
new Pastor, and having
accepted = the call,
believing it to be of God
and in the will of God.for
him at that time. His
induction service was
conducted at the Chapel
on Saturday 24th
February 1979, and so
commenced a ministry of
over sixteen years which
brought much blessing to
the church and to many

individuals. With dJulie,
and their children,
Matthew, Rebekah and
Ruth, Chris had literally
to start a new life as
Pastor of a small but
growing church. In the
early 1950’s the
congregation at the Hill
had become much
reduced in numbers, but
then, under the ministry
of three successive godly
men, the membership had
grown. When Chris
arrived there was a solid
nucleus of steadfast
believers and a sense of
expectancy in  the
purposes of the Lord for
the days which lay ahead,
even though, as our new
young Pastor freely
admitted, he himself had
much to learn in the role
of “Under Shepherd” to
which he had been
committed. His early
training as a Christian
had commenced in Oxford
when, with Julie, he had
become active in the
Salvation Army. Later
they became members of
Woodstock Road Baptist
Church and Chris spent
two years at London Bible
College, as well as serving
as-an ‘évangelist with
Ambassadors for Christ.
In a way, his first
coming to the Chapel was
a mistake, or so we
thought. In the latter half
of 1978 a children’s
mission = had  been
arranged and a well-
known missionary' from
Ambassadors for Christ
had agreed to come and
speak to the children and
conduct the main events.
It so turned out that
almost at the last minute
he was prevented from

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN A.RICS.

Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

RING 01734 510855 BUSINESS
OR 01734 479093 HOME

Village Yarns

Retailers of Wool, Haberdashery,
Ladies Fashions, Accessories & Gifts
Dry Cleaning, Alterations and Shoe Repairs

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading,
Berks RG4 9SU
TEL: 01734 724890

Chris Justice

coming and said he would
send instead this young
man Chris Justice to take
his place. Our response
was “who is this young
man you have wished on
us?”, ‘but we had no
alternative but to accept.
In the event, the Mission
was a great success, the
children were captivated,
the church was delighted,
and the sequel was that
Chris was asked to come

to some of our meetings®

and pray with us and
preach the Word, and to
bring Julie with him. It
was soon obvious that his
first visit to us for the
children’s mission was no
mistake, and it was not
long before the invitation
was sent for him to come
as our Pastor. It was
almost as if the Lord had
said “My thoughts are not
your thoughts”.

A new chapter in the
life of the Chapel started
and it was not long before
an increase was
noticeable in the numbers
of people attending the
Sunday services (helped
also by the birth of Rachel
Justice in 1982). By the
beginning of 1982 it was

becoming a problem to
find seats in the old
chapel building for all who
wished to attend and
plans were made to build
a new worship hall on
land at the rear. Autumn
1983 and the new
building was
commissioned and taken
into use in the Autumn of
1984, with an increased
capacity of up to 170
WOl‘ShlpperS Much of the
hard'graft of preparatory
work and all the
subsequent decorating
and fitting out was done
by church members and
our Pastor soon learned
how to use a sledge

hammer in breaking
stones for the
foundations! Later the old
church hall was

demolished and new
meeting rooms, kitchen
and lounge were built.

So the Church grew, in
size, in worship and
praise, and the
understanding of faith,
and now it is as if the
Lord has said “This
chapter is closed, turn to a
new page”. Chris has been
called to a ministry in
Castleford, West

Yorkshire, which em-
braces an outreach into
four other towns around,
mainly Pontefract,
Knottingly, Normanton
and Featherstone. He will
go as Pastor to the main
church in Castleford,
which will be the base for
the outreach, and will join
with the present
leadership there in
bringing into reality thi
vision of planting out
churches to the glory of
God and the proclamation
of the Gospel.

As he says to the
church here “the parting
is not going to be easy”
and to that we say
“Amen”. We say farewell
to true friends in both
Chris and Julie, and will
miss them perhaps more
than we now know. But
we give thanks for the
past sixteen years, and
pray that God’s true
blessing will be upon
them in the years ahead
and in the task to which
He has called them.

Victor Porter
Caversham Hill Chapel
August 1995

“PHEW, WHAT A SCORCHER!”

The Caversham Group Holiday

Sandroyd School’s
lawnmowers were
silent. Dorset hills
shimmered in heat haze.
Croquet and bowls
lawns had never played
so fast, swimming pool
never so full. “Shade
Rage” grew (“Excuse
me, you are sitting
under my tree”),
Sandroyd reeked of
block lotion.

<J PIANO TUNING

MARTIN RYLEY

MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (01734) 266464

A feature of 1995
holiday was the
welcome number of
“first time’ families.
They played a key role
in the week and we
hope they will be back
next year.

After first Sunday
Eucharist in the cool
chapel, a rounders

match brought the
week’s major upset.
Screaming in for a home
run, Roger Hopkinson
broke his upper femur
(top bit of leg) and spent
the rest of his week in
hospital. We wish him a
speedy return to
mobility.

The annual cricket
match ended in a tie,
thanks to astute
umpiring. Lily Martin
took friends for long
walks in noonday sun.
John Kavanagh, Nigel
Stanbrook, with
charming assistants,
served a superb
barbecue in 90°. Robert
the Chef and his team
prepared more food
than we could devour.

After the farewell
Eucharist, presentations
were made and an
outdoor cabaret
enjoyed. Theme was
“America”. Joy and
Colin Blount,
wonderfully dressed as
Statue of Liberty and a
Peruvian Indian,
reflected confusion of
north or south America.
We returned tanned and
grateful to the holiday
organising team. We
thank God for the
beauty of Sandroyd and
a peaceful week in the
sun. Join the holiday
next August. Call
Frances Hill 483142 for
early booking details.

R. Kingsbury
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of Caversham

Retail at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475939

FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER

REQUIREMENTS

Catering Division

26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

Fax: 01734 461380

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

| CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.. .
| TELEPHONE: 01734 461336

‘ FLORIST
DELIVERY SERVICE

_ ALL OCCASIONS

13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

| CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.

OOTSIES

WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

l TELEPHONE: 01734 461070. FAX: 01734 461070

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay

Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely

atmosphere

For further information ring
Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)

Reading 589726

8 BATH ROAD, READING

BERKS,
RG1 6ND

NICKSON'’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an interest
in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of

* Advice free and browsers are welcome
* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading

Tel/Fax 01734 463804
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Growing
Hope in
One World

“Growing hope” is the
theme of this year’s
One World Week which

runs from October
22nd to 29th.
Sponsored by the

churches, One World
Week helps us to
remember that no
matter where we live,
or what we do, we are
all members of one
world, all inhabitants
of this planet in the
late 1990s.

Read the newspapers
and there is a lot of bad
and not-so-good news.
And it this that
usually captures the
headlines. But there is

is

also good news,
springing very largely
from the efforts of
people themselves.
People in inc istrial
and deve: ping
countries are

overcoming obstacies,
often against enormous
odds, and are “growing
hope” for their families
and communities. One
World Week in
Caversham, as in the
rest of the country, will
this year focus on signs
of hope.

Africa is the world’s
poorest continent in
material terms, but
there are many
examples of growing
hope. Take Ethiopia,
for example. In October
1984, BBC television
showed horrific scenes
of famine in Ethiopia.
Perhaps the most
powerful report came
from a refugee camp on
a plain just outside the
town of Korem in
Tigray. Tens of
thousands of people
had trekked there in

search of food. They
were victims, not just of
drought, but of war

that lasted a
generation.

But things have
changed. The war

ended four years ago.
Farmers who once
could only work at
night for fear of attack,
can now plough in the
daytime. In Korem life
remains precarious for
many, but in some
areas dramatic changes
have taken place. For
much of the year the
area around Korem is
now green.

“I visited that plain
outside Korem; there
are ripening crops —
maize, sorghum and
barley stand thick in
the fields”, says Mark
Topping of the aid
agency CAFOD, “just
two years ago people
living around the town
of Meki were dependent
on food aid. Today they
can grow enough food
for themselves and
have enough surplus to
sell at the market”.

A local agency called
Self Help has helped
people to plant
drought-resistant trees
and crops and develop
water systems. Life is
still hard for many, but
the people of Korem are
now literally growing

hope.

Rwanda

The tragic story of
the deaths of hundreds
of thousands of people
in the civil war in
Rwanda last year is
familiar. Less well
known is that in June
1994 a project was

S

Out of the rubble,
out of the junk

Out of the darkness,
out of the funk
Winds are blowing,
streams are flowing
Lights are glowing,
hope is growing

22-29 OCTOBER 1995

One World Week shares the vision of
Peace with justice for the whole of creation.

We believe that wholeness and unity are vital for the well-
being of humankind, as individuals and as communities
in homes, neighbourhoods, nations
and for the life of the whole earth.

We believe that diversity need not be threatening but that
varieties of culture, colour or creed should be

a true enrichment.

The Week is offered to all by the churches as
a sign of hope, a point of sharing in celebration and struggle,
an anticipation of right relationships.

launched by
agricultural institutes
and non-governmental
organisations called
“Seeds of Hope”. The
aim is to help
Rwandans get their
food production back to

normal as soon as
possible.

As beans are
important to the

people of Rwanda,
bean seed nurseries
were . set _up, in
neighbouring countries
with the aim of
distributing seeds to
farmers. “Seeds of
Hope” is trying to
ensure that these
seeds reach the
farmers who most need
them. Significant
amounts of both bean
seeds and also
sorghum (a staple
cereal) seeds have now
been delivered to them.

Agroforestry
In many parts of
West Africa, the effects
of deforestation are
severe. Bob Mann, an
agriculturist who has
worked extensively in

the region over the last
20 years, says he has
noticed alarming
changes in the
environment in this
time. Areas where
forests once grew are
now bare, says Mann,
and this has devasta-
ting consequences.

When trees go, there
are no leaves to fall to
the ground and enrich
the soil. Without trees,
soil is less protected
and can harden,
making it more
difficult to grow crops.
Without the protection
of trees, soil in semi-
arid areas can be
turned into sand.
When trees go, so
people have less
woodfuel for cooking,
rainfall becomes
erratic, with droughts
and floods occurring
more often. In parts of
West Africa, rivers that
used to flow are now
dry.

But in a number of
countries, including
Benin, Cameroon and
Ghana, small farmers
are now growing hope

by planting trees and
crops together in a

method called
agroforestry. This
benefits the soil

enormously — the trees’
roots tap nutrients
deep in the ground
which food crops
cannot reach. These
nutrients return to the
soil in the leaves which
fall to the ground each
year, and this makes it
more likely that
farmers can increase
and sustain their food
output. It slows the
pace of desertification
as it gives the land
valuable protection.
Local churches are
at the forefront of this
work, supplying seeds
and training farmers
in agroforestry
methods. Some are
supported by small
grants from the
Methodist Relief and
Development Fund,
which is run by the
Methodist Church in
London. Again it is a
sign of growing hope in
some of the Africa’s
poorest countries.
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One World
Week Events
in Caversham

Saturday 21st October, (morning).
The Overseas Development
Administration bus will be in Caversham
Court for the Environmental Apple Day.
Earlier in the week, the bus will visit a
number of local schools.

Sunday 22nd October

As a symbol of the way that Christians are
moving closer together, and in the hope
that this will continue to grow, worshippers
at Caversham and Mapledurham churches
are asked to attend a church today which
is not their own. So please — move
around!

Monday 23rd to Saturday 28th October
Exhibition, Caversham Library. An
exhibition on the Growing Hope theme,
including a Tree of Hope.

Friday 27th October

Mapledurham Pavilion, Upper
Woodcote Road, One World Week
meeting. 7.30. Speakers include Abiodun
Adeyemi of Nigeria and Jane Alumira of
Kenya. Jean Sawyer will speak on
Kazakhstan, and Ann Varma on Northern
Ireland, also David Grubb, Executive
Director of Feed the Children. All will
speak about the growing hope they see,
and then lead small groups. This will allow
people at the meeting the opportunity to
explore the growing hope in more depth.
Tickets price £1.50 each from Martyn
Allies (Tel 472007), John Madeley
(476063) or from the member of the One
World Week committee in your church.
ALL WELCOME!!

Children’s Competition

Older children have been invited to write
short essays on the theme “In a world
where so many things seem hopeless,
what signs of hope do you see?” Prize-
winning entries will be offered to the local
press and “The Caversham Bridge”. Older
junior chiidren are writing their hopes on a
leaf sheet to go on the Tree of Hope, while
infants are decorating leaves for the tree.

o QUALITY
e SERVICE
e FASHION

e DESIGNER FRAMES
o COMPETITIVE PRICES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

v
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EYECARE

OPTICIANS

ROBIN JAMES

READING

44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

f. ZEIXX 5
]
& PARTNERS

TEL: (01734) 472099

LESLIE MAYNERD T.ILD.HA, M.RQA.

16 HARROGATE ROAD CAVERSHAM READING RG4 7PN

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE

TEL: 01734 476067

ST JOHN’S
CHURCH

AUTUMN
FAIR

Saturday
November 4th

at 2pm

Caversham
Hall
and
the Church,
St John’s Road

Stalls, teas,
£50 raffle

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John's
8.00am Holy Communion

6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday)
St Andrew’s
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
6.30pm Evening Prayer
the Church notice boards.

St Burnabas'
8.00am Holy Communion

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham

11.00am Parish Communion

Sundays)

SUNDAY SERVICES

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School

6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)

First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.15am The Eucharist (with hymns)

An up to date st of weekday Services will be found on

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (20d Sunday only)

8.00am Holy (‘ommuniqn (Ist Sunday)

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth

Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)
Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)
6.30pm Evening Worship (1st Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Anne's Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am and
6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 9.00am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of
the month)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road
11.00am every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church
Street, Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House — Meeting for Worship
7.30pm. (last Sunday)

House study groups Sept-June Tel: 475783,

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am Sunday School

11.00am Divine Worship
7.00pm Evening Service
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Signs of hope and restoration in Nigeria

BACKGROUND

It is said that the
Nigerian population
is the same as all the
other countries in
Africa put together.
Over 150 million
people live there and
the country is
characterised by a
large variety of
different ethnic
groups. It is a
country endowed
with abundance of
natural resources
and intellectuals. Yet
in the midst of

plenty, there are
tensions and
disagreements. There
are conflicts between
tribes, political
instability, economic
problems and
diseases to mention
just a few. In spite of
all these, there are

signs of hope that the
Lord is bringing
restoration.

SIGNS OF HOPE
Yes lots.

First time in the
history of the

country, an election

was held on 12 June
1994 and judged by
both insiders and
outsiders as free and
fair.

In the past,
everyone's desire was
to be in a position to
control, to dominate,
to decide, to impose
and if possible, kill
and covet to achieve
the desire. Today,
there are signs that
people are dying to
selves and empty of
self-interests. Instead
of conflicts and wars,

they talk of making
peace. It is common
to see thousands of
o r dl na oy
peacemakers rising
up when there is a
problem.

Also through the
explosive activities of
the local churches,
thousands of people
are coming into
P, esnist olinal
relationships with
Jesus, even among

those in high
positions in
governments.

Jane Alumira of
Kenya, a student at
Reading University

and a born-again

_Christian, asks:
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Signs of Hope?

Declining economic growth
rates; increasing annual
population growth rates;
deteriorating nutritional
conditions and persistent
nutritional inadequacies;
international debt crisis;
inability by the governments
to influence the international
pricing system for their
produce yet an increasing
dependency on imported
food, farm inputs of seeds,
fertiliser, machinery and fuel
etc; all precipitating
increased  government
expenditure due partly to the
overhead costs, the bulk of
which is off-loaded to
domestic consumers who
mainly are the poor. These

may be pastoralists, the
landless farm labourers, the
near-landless low income
earners, widows, orphans,
street children...the list is
unending. Such indicators
of vulnerability as hunger,
poverty, ignorance and
disease make it easier for
us to visualise the cause
and effect scenario. Other
local factors affecting the
well-being of the vulnerable
groups include operational
policies - who do they
benefit? Climatic conditions
of  poor/unpredictable
rainfall patterns, drought,
flood, civil strife, greed and
obsession by political/
economic power leading to

oppression...the list
continues. In the midst of
all these, are there any
signs of hope for the African
continent? What is the
basis of your hope for Africa
as a Christian? Why hope?
Needn't we be talking of
restoration as well? What is
your role as a Christian in
God's plan for restoration in
Africa? Why ‘you’ as an
individual to begin with?
One of the prophesies about
the coming of Jesus was
that “The Government
Shall be on His
Shoulders..."” Well where do
you fit in this? Jane will
speak at the meeting in
Mapledurham Pavilion.

“They haven’t gone away,
you know.”

These were the words of Mr Gerry Adams. Sinn Fein said that it was an
off-the-cuff response to a comment made by a member of the crowd in
Belfast. Mr Adams was speaking in mid August at a street gathering
when one of his hearers suggested that the IRA be brought back. Peace
is indeed not simply an absence of war.

The work of the Corrymeela Community is still at the forefront of
peacemaking in Northern Ireland. And to borrow Mr Adams’ words,
‘They’...(the gut hatred, the lack of trust, the long history of aggression
and so on) haven’t gone away, you know.’

A lifetime’s work is ahead of the peacemakers if the peace process is to
triumph. Corrymeela is returning to its roots. It no longer responds
only to tragedy but is fulfilling its original call to find expression in
being instruments of God’s peace.

Ann Varma, Corrymeela Link

an
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CORRYMEELA

Lord, make us instruments of your peace
Where there is hatred let us sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is sadness, joy;
where there is darkness, light.

O DIVINE MASTER

Grant that we may not so much seek
to be consoled, as to console;
to be understood, as to understand;

to be loved, as to love

For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
it is in dying that we are born to eternal life,
in Jesus Christ your Son, our Lord.

Amen

Jean Sawyer and Ann Varma are two
of the speakers at Mapledurham on

Science teacher Jean
Sawyer, now a
deacon at the Baptist
Free Church in
Prospect  Street,
decided to do
something different
when she “retired”
nearly ten years ago.
In 1987 she went to
Tonga as a volunteer
with VSO and ran
the science
department in a
secondary school for
two years.

More recently, in
March this year, Jean
went to Kazkhstan,
formerly part of the
Soviet Union, as a

teachers to run an
education conference.
“My main task was to
run 4 science
seminars”, she says,
“the whole venture
was quite a challenge
but we believe we are
able to encourage the
teachers who are

working so hard
under difficult
circumstances.”

Friday,

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (01734) 483744

SAVE THE CHILDREN SALES DAY

Saturday 28th October 1995
10am to 3pm

at

Caversham Heights Methodist Church,
Highmoor Rd, Caversham

Christmas Cards, Wrapping Paper, Calendars,
Diaries, Gifts,

Morning Coffee or Tea and Biscuits 25p
Ploughman’s Lunches £3.50

27th October

S

PEOPLE OF‘ALL AGES
AND CHRISTIAN TRADITICGNS,

WHO. INDIVIDUALLY AND
A | TOGETHER ARE COMMITTED
TO THE HEALING OF SOCIAL {’
ITICAL DIVISIONS
: NI\ORTHERMRELAND
THROUGHOUT »
THE WORLDY

Elizabeth McAllister

Ann Varma came to Reading from Belfast, in the 1960's. Having been
educated mainly in and around Dublin, she retained an interest in the
unfolding tragedy of the Northern Ireland situation. She has had close links
member of a party of with the work of the Corrymeela Community for some twenty years. Ann
has recently joined the Northern Ireland Committee of the Religious
Society of Friends. This membership offers further involvement with the
important peace process in the province.
The photograph was taken by Elizabeth McAllister, a member of the
Corrymeela Community, in August 1995. The location is at the entrance to
Corrymeela at Ballycastle. In the background is Coventry House, the Staff
house and a conference centre, built by money donated by Coventry
Cathedral at the time when Corrymeela was made a member of the
Coventry ‘Cross of Nails' Fellowship.
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Wedding Photography
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
01734 479450 01734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,

o

POSTBAG

In response to Mr. Russell’s letter, regrettably the Editors cannot
check all the facts offered by their contributors and it would be quite
unrealistic to try to do so. However, “Caversham Bridge” is happy to
publish the following letters and the views they express in response
to Watchdog’s earlier article on Reading’s buses.

See also Watchdog on page 4.

Dear Editors,

Reading RG4 7RT

Residents’ Viewpoint
by Watchdog -
August 1995

| am responding to
the first article, entitled
“Catching the Bus” by
Watchdog in your issue
of August 1995. Whilst |
am amongst the first to
champion the right of
contributors to voice a
legitimately held
viewpoint, as Editors
you have a prime
responsibility to ensure
that you do not publish
as matters of fact
statements which are
misleading or
erroneous:
Unfortunately
Watchdog's  article
contains many such

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

- Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please phone Matron

faults and it is important

READING 724414 that the record be set
straight.

Kennylands Road: Watchdog states that

Sonning Common ‘The bus undertaking

near READING (Reading Transport) is

independent of the
Borough Council as
councils are not now
allowed to own and run
bus services, but the
borough is a major
shareholder et
Reading Transport Ltd
was created in 1986
under the provisions of
the Transport Act 1985
as a direct successor to
the previous municipal
trading undertaking.
The Borough is, in
fact, the ONLY
shareholder (other than
for one share held by a
Council nominee) and
as such, the company
can hardly be said to be
independent of the
Borough Council. In
fact, the Council,
through its Policy
Committee, appoints all
the company directors,
many of whom are

Where do you find

Financial Advice
that is
Independent

Local &
Free?

Richard Stainthorp

Independent Financial Adviser
A Mmro[

23 Oakley Road,
Caversham,

RG4 7RL

Tel: 01734 461656

Fluancial
Maunagement Ltd
Regulated by the Personal Investment

FOR ALL YOUR BUILDING & MAINTENANCE REQUIREMENTS
Extensions * Alterations
Roofing * Re-pointing
From planning to completion
Reading 484228

political appointees, and
by this means continues
to exercise control over
the company's
activities. This is not
unlawful, but to state
that the company is
independent of the
Borough Council is
wrong, and although the
Council itself can no
longer directly own or
run bus services, this
statement is misleading
in Reading’s case given
the high degree of
political control
exercised over the
company since 1988.

Another totally
incorrect statement, offt-
repeated but no less
wrong for that,'concerns
the Borough Council’s
concessionary fares
scheme. Watchdog
states that “They
(Reading Mainline)
accept Reading
concessionary-passes
so holders of these can
travel on them, probably
unaware that the bill is
passed, quite legally, to
Reading Buses, who
are obliged to pay for
their  use.” This
statement is completely
wrong and a totally
false representation of
the law. For the
avoidance of doubt, we
wish to set out very
clearly the position with
regard to concessionary
fare passes.

These are provided
under the Transport Act,
1985 and Regulations
made thereunder. They
can ONLY be provided
by a local authority (e.g.
Reading Borough
Council), who must
make them available for
use on ANY qualifying
bus services of ANY
operator within the area
concerned. Bus
companies themselves
(such as Reading
Buses) are debarred
from providing
concessions which are
restricted to availability
on the services of only
one or a selected
number of operators.
The operators are
reimbursed by the local
authority concerned for
the revenue foregone.
The rate of
reimbursement is
determined by the local

authority according to a
formula and is applied
equally to all
participating operators.
Accordingly, it follows
that the amounts paid

to this company,
received direct from the
Reading  Borough
Council, represent

payments for services
actually rendered and
do NOT constitute a
subsidy. Equally it
needs to be made very
clear that no payment
is made to this
company by Reading
Buses for our
acceptance of the
Borough  Council’s
concessionary passes.
The amounts paid over
to each’ operator,
however great or small,
reflect the number of
Jjourneys actually made
by passholders on each
operator’s buses,
exercising their
freedom of choice to
use any bus service
within the Borough as
the legislation intended
should be the case.

| must also point out
that the Borough
GEoMURnNc VisSNs
concessionary fare
passes are available for
use on the buses of
several other operators
entering  Reading,
namely The Bee Line,
Wycombe Bus, Chiltern
Queens, Horseman
Coaches, Tillingbourne
Bus Company, in
addition to Reading
Mainline, and the
Council-owned
Reading Transport Ltd.
All these operators
carry Reading Council
passholders, several of
them within
Caversham, and we
find it strange that
Watchdog  should
single out the fact that
this company receives
reimbursement  for
services rendered
(albeit  from the
Council) when similar
arrangements have
prevailed with all these
other operators for
many years.

We are surprised that
you chose to publish
Watchdog’s erroneous
views on this matter in
view of the fact that this
subject has

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, OCTOBER 1995

engendered widespread
discussion in local
newspapers during the
last year, all of whom
have been successfully
called upon to set the
legal position straight.
Finally, irrespective of
Watchdog’s opinion, it
is a matter of fact that
the new bus service (H)
introduced by this
company into Hemdean
Road from May has
proved very successful
and penetrated an area
previously unserved. If
car usage in the busy
urban area of Greater
Reading is to be
reduced, increased
reliance will need to be
placed on bus services
and this will be
encouraged if new and
expanded services are
introduced into
previously-unserved
areas, irrespective of
whether the operator of
the route is privately
owned or local authority
controlled.
Yours etc.
M.J. Russell
Managing Director
Reading Mainline
66 Cardiff Road
Reading =

Dear Sirs,

I found “Watchdog’s”
less than generous
views on the arrival in
Caversham of the red
Mainline buses rather
unfair, and particularly
puzzling in the light of

the welcome and
encouragement
normally afforded to
new small traders in the
village. | would have
expected someone so
well known for the
occasional “wringing of
hands” at the state of
Caversham'’s traffic and
the impact on traffic of
the new housing estate
at Bug's Bottom would
welcome the initiative
shown by Reading
Mainline in improving
public transport
provision. Line H
serves a part of
Caversham ignored by
Reading Buses. It
provides the Bugs
Bottom housing estate
with a convenient bus
service for the first time.
It also considerably
shortens the walking
distance to a bus route
in the Sheridan Avenue
area thus improving the
convenience of bus
travel for a significant
number of residents.
There is now even less
of a reason for
Caversham residents to
take their cars into

Reading.
Mainline. have also
addressed the

difficulties, highlighted
by “Watchdog”, that
some people have in
using buses. Mainline
passengers
encumbered

with

® BATTERIES
® DILY.

® PAINTS
® PETFOODS

V &I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

@® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS
@® GARDENING

@ HOUSEHOLD GOODS

@® KEY CUTTING (Not mortice)

® PLUMBING FITTINGS
PHONE 01734 474538

S
o®
Only 2miles &

from Caversham &
just off A4074

Woodcote Road
%

1% T

Top Quality Fruit from Our Own Orchards

Goring Heath Rd., Mapledurham. Tel: 01734 723167
Delicious APPLES and PEARS

Lq
4'& Open
Wed to Sun
10am-6pm
from now until
¢ Christmas

thL

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT
CHIMNEY SWEEPS
Excellent rates Throughout the Year
FULLY INSURED
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
Tel 01734 473560 Mobile 0378 340444
34 Ardler Rd, Caversham, Reading
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shopping and/or young
children or who are not
very agile have the
services of a conductor
to assist them. Whilst |
agree that Reading
Buses operates one of
the best bus services in
the country and is at
the forefront of
technology in many
respects | have seen
little evidence that they
have tackled this
particular problem.

Given greater
confidence to use
buses and providing
real choice in
operational style, rather
than  just crude
competition, has the
potential to persuade
people to take the bus
rather than the car. The
indications are that this
is already happening in
other parts of the town
served by Mainline.
This is the battle to win
in order to safeguard a
comprehensive
network of services and
to make a real impact
on traffic congestion. It
is not helped by the
type of petty retaliation
shown by Reading
Buses in retiming their
buses to coincide with
those of Mainline
whose journeys were
originally timed roughly
half way between those
of Reading Buses.

Yours etc.

Peter A. Whitehead

Woodlands
337 Peppard Road
Emmer Green

Dear Sirs,
| feel | must comment
on Watchdog's remarks

under the “Catching
the Bus" paragraph.

For as long as | can
remember, and | have
lived in Caversham for
sixteen years, Reading
Buses has had a
monopoly of local
transport facilities.
During this time the
undertaking has moved
from a high frequency,
low fare operation to a
low frequency, high
fare one. In other
words, it has become
complacent and free
from the fear of
competition.

It remains to be seen
whether it can rise to
the challenge
presented by Mainline,
and begin to make a
serious attempt to
encourage people to
use its services and
leave their cars at
home. A sea change in
attitude will be required
first, though.
Meanwhile, hats off to
Mainline.

Yours etc.
John Maguire
11 Picton Way
Caversham

Dear Sir,

On the question of
Reading and Mainline
bus companies (August
issue) Watchdog is
trying to have his or her
cake and eat it.

The article criticises
competition in bus
services in Reading
and urges readers to
support Reading Buses
in preference to
Mainlire. But then in
literally the next breath
Watchdog makes the
case for that very
competition by talking
of the “changes and
improvements” that

B

o

THE PEPPARD ROAD SURGERY
(N.H.S. General Practice)
45 Peppard Road
Caversham
Tel: 462224
SAME DAY APPOINTMENTS

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
EASY PARKING

i

ACK

MASTER-FITTERS.

CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL - SUPPLIED - EXPERTLY
FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
FIRE RETARDED - THE COMPLETE CARPET
SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST

Telephone:
Reading
(01734) 475919
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Reading Buses have
made in “fighting back”
to make themselves
more attractive to their
captive customers.

As a consumer | am
delighted that Mainline
are challenging the
Reading Buses
monopoly and if | had a
Mainline bus on my
route | would certainly
use it in preference to
Reading Buses. Since
moving to Reading, the
frequency of our
Reading Buses service
has been cut by one
third, prices raised by
about sixty per cent,
and | and my family
have been left too often
standing at cold, windy
bus stops waiting for
buses that don't run on
time or are cancelled,
much to our
inconvenience.
Watchdog calls into
question the profit
motive, conveniently
overlooking the profit
that Reading Buses
have been making of
about £1m a year,
which is a lot of 70p
bus fares, and nobody
is complaining about
that. Watchdog also
talks  about the
extended running hours
of Reading buses,
glossing over the fact
that from 7.00pm
Caversham Heights
has only one bus per
hour — try catching a
bus after leaving the
office in London later
than 6.00pm. And
despite all its talk of
“green-ness”, Reading
Buses still let their
buses stand at places
like Reading Station
with their engines
continually running,
polluting waiting
passengers with
exhaust fumes and
noise.

Watchdog is entitled
to his or her opinion
about which buses to
use, but the internal
contradictions in the
author’s own article
rather prove the point
that there are good
arguments for the other
side. However, on a
wider basis does
Watchdog nonetheless
have the moral high
ground in preference to
me in referring to the
service provided by
Reading Buses as
socially beneficial (i.e.
a good thing) whereas
Mainline is motivated

solely by  profit
objectives (i.e. bad)? |
don't see it that way.
Any public transport
system is going to
benefit society but we
will pay for it one way
or another, whether in
taxes or fares or both.
Competition and profit
are a way of providing
a discipline to ensure
that resources are not
wasted (and do not
cost consumers more
than they should) and |
view that as consistent
with a Christian belief
in God’s creation, our
stewardship of his
world and our attitudes
to one another.
Competition gives
people more choice
and restrains the power
of individuals or
organisations to exploit
others and | would
have thought that that
is something Watchdog
would have welcomed.
Yours etc.
Roger Antell
82 Albert Road
Caversham

Dear Sir,
Kuluva Hospital

As the co-founder of
this Christian Hospital
in 1948, developed on
two hundred acres of
empty land, | would like
to thank you for the gift
of £200 which you have
made to the hospital.
And my thanks too to
Dr Patrick Anderson for
the description of his
visit there which you
published.

I myself was there
two years ago, after a
gap of some years,
and saw the re-
construction of the
hospital with new and
larger buildings
replacing those which
my brother and |
erected over the space
of several years. Dr
Anderson rightly
stressed the Christian
message which has
been at the centre of all
the many activities and
there is every evidence
that, under the blessing
of God, this hospital will
continue to grow,
providing in increasing
measure for the
medical and spiritual
needs of the people in
the N. West corner of
Uganda.

| would be grateful if
you could convey to
your readers my thanks
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J. P. MOTOR®

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

and those from Kuluva * Servicing by top mechanics
Hospital. :
NoLrSTele: * Bodywork, any job undertaken
Peter Williams | | «+ New and used car sales
(Dr Peter H. Williams) > : .
78 London Road, * Collection and delivery service
Reading can be arranged.
3 Call us to day for first-class personal
Dear Editors, service
Church Lecterns and
Eagles Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
It has often puzzled
me as to the reason why J. P. MOTORS

so many church lecterns
are in the form of an
eagle with outspread
wings. Why not a dove,
for peace, or a seagull,
seeing as this country is
an island surrounded by
water?

In the earlier days of
the Roman Empire, the
eagle was carried at the
head of each legion of
Roman soldiers, and in
more recent times it was
used as a symbol of the
Nazis’ Third Reich.

Strangely enough it
was a lady member of
Disseldorf’s Anglo-
German Club who gave
me what | think is the

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire
: z A professional
service from
complete contents to
asingle item.

* Kk k
Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-
sale inspection and
advice.

4 . * %k k %
most likely explanation. Eairies for future
Apparent/y when a sales invited.
mother eagle is raising Valuations for
her eaglets, and if there probaic, CTT and

insurance purposes.

is a shortage of food for
her brood, the mother
bird will peck at her
breast until blood is
drawn, and the young

The professional alternative to London

eaglets are sustained by | | MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
her blood.
Is this the real reason HELP IS AVAILABLE
or do you know better? Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis
Yours etc. erapy Centre
Pete Littlewood Tel: 01734 482072
11 Moss Close We can help with advice, information and support
Caversham REGISTERED CHARITY

Telephone Reading (01734) 478756 .
-In e

CARTER T
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642 |
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BGoloendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882
... Comfort, Care & Companionship

Silverdale
Care
Services

S5

Helping people to live at home

Domiciliary care at home service

Friendly Staff
k ok ok
Competitive rates
F %k

Managed by owners of Goldendale
Retirement home

&k k

Please telephone
01734 660001

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 evenings
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MAYOR LAUNCHES CAVERSHAN'S NEW,COTTAGE INDUSTRY

The Rivermark
Centre in North
Street, Caversham,
was officially
launched by the
Mayor, Councillor

David Geary, in mid-
August. It is a family
business combining
on one side a Gallery
and Gift Shop and on

the other The
Telecottage. It is the
brainchild of

Caversham residents
Anne and Stuart
McCubbin and as
Anne worships with
the Society of
Friends and Stuart
with the Methodists
the Caversham
Bridge might also
claim it as another
ecumenical venture!

Treasure House

At the launch the
Mayor, a supporter of
fair traded products
which are sold by the
Gallery and Gift
Shop, described it as
a “Treasure house”.
Customers will find it
packed with a range
of beautiful and often
unusual gifts,
postcards and
greetings cards from
major art galleries
and museums, and
recycled  writing
papers. A range of
classical, folk and
world music is also
available.

—and Telecottage

The Telecottage is a

computer age
cottage industry.
Caversham’s
Telecottage joins
about 130 other
similar places in the
UK and the Republic
of lreland. It
describes itself as a
community facility
where not only is
modern computer
technology available
to everyone, but also
the training to enable
youtouseit. -

The idea of the
Telecottage is that it
can become a centre
for Teleworkers, that
is people working
from home on their
own computers. The
Telecottage
Association has over

2,500 members, both
Telecottage
managers and
innsdiitvaitdiusasl
Teleworkers. If Stuart
McCubbin cannot
give you the service
you want he knows a
Telecottage that can
and he can liaise with
it. Stuart sees the
facility being used by
local voluntary
organisations who
will want to book time
on the PCs to
produce their own
newsletters, by small
businesses who will
use the facilities for
some of their office
work, and by
individuals who will
use the centre as a

resource to see what

a computer could do
for them.

Arts, crafts and
computers
Caversham now has
a resource open to
all embracing the
arts and crafts of the
traditional cottage
industries, coupled
with all the resources
and gizmos of the
computer age. It is a
place where the
people of
Caversham might go
to buy a gift and
come out as a
computer wizard, or
from where the
square eyed users of
PCs even come

home with a gift!
Owen Jewiss

THE REV KEITH SANDERS
Readers will be distressed at the news of the death of
the Rev. Keith Sanders on September 2nd. (An
appreciation will follow at a later date). A memorial
service for Keith will be held on Tuesday, 10th October
at 7.30pm at the Caversham Heights Methodist

Church.

METHODIST COLLEGE AT LUTON

The new, enlarged and much
improved Prospectus for
1995/6 is now available FREE
to Churches. groups or
individuals on request. The
topics which are listed below,
cover a wide range of interests
relating, and inter-relating,
both to Church life and to the
world outside.

e

The If':"rvlter‘taininé Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide ,/.' ‘5:

OFFERS

Suprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

|
|
i AND AT KEENEST PRICES
ll

The Charter of Luton
Industrial College - its official
name but known increasingly
as just LIC. - calls upon it to
“demonstrate the relevance of
the Christian ith to
contemporary society”. Hence
the need for a Christian
approach to current issues,
and a prerequisite for this is
the understanding of both
people and society.

Although part of the
Methodist Church, LI.C. is
truly ecumenical and is used
by all. Almost all the
consultations and courses,
except those for the clergy
and other Church staff, take
place over part or all of week-
ends.

The accommodation is in
single study bedrooms
(except two twin rooms) and
the cost, including full board,
varies from &15 for a day to
£00 for Friday evening to
Sunday lunch:

The topics available at
LIC. are grouped for
convenience in the listand the
last group contains those
which can be arranged locally.
These can usually be adapted
to suit a local need. The free
prospectus is available from
L.IC. and contains all of the
following;

MISSION:

Contemporary Evangelism,
Preaching on Contemporary
Issues,

The s
Programme”,
People of God at Work.

ENVIRONMENT:
“New Economics” consultation,

“Extension

Genetics Consultation,
Science and Faith,

Pollution and Ecology,
Contemporary Rural Issues,
Britain in Europe.

CARING:

Pastoral Care and Counselling,
Ministers’ Husbands,
Ministers’ Wives

WORSHIP:

Doing Theology Together,
Large Churches Consultation,
Worship in Small Churches,
Worship and Work,

Worship and Mission Audit.

MANAGEMENT:

Ministry, Management and
Change,

Management for Ministry,
Ethics and Values in Business,
Developing a Mission Policy,
Objective Setting,

Youth Development Event.

DIPLOMAS:

Church Management,

Pastoral Care and Counselling,
Industrial Mission,

Rural Life.

LOCAL WORKSHOPS:
Effective Working in Groups,
Developing a Mission Policy,
Living ona Part-time Wage,
Objective Setting for Your
Church,

Preaching on Contemporary
Issues,

Pollution and Ecology,
Worship and Mission Audi,
Contemporary Evangelism,
Britain in Europe,

Science and Faith,

Ethics and Values in Business,
“MELRAW” (Methodist Local
Racism Awareness”).
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Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Surveyors & Valuations of
Commercial & Leisure.
Premvises for all purposes

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

| 0734-580656 |

JONATHAN FARMER

PHOTOGRAPHY
incorporating
Top Hat Wedding
Photography

For all your commercial
and social photographic
requirements

Jonathan Farmer LRPS
Photographer

01734 476786
64 Peppard Road, Emmer
Green, Reading Berks RG4 8TL

BLACK AND WHITE SERVICES

A HOLIDAY IN FRANCE?

Lovely restored cottage in Northern
Brittany, 20 minutes drive from sea.
In Open countryside with fine views.
Beamed 835 foot sitting/dining room.

Large farmhouse kitchen.
Sleeps 6 + cot.

Large garden & barbecue.
Vacancies - 477525
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MESSAGE RECEIVED

Thursday 20th July, I
was putting the final
touches to a bird-
article for ‘“The Bridge’
when my pager
‘bleeped’ at 12.30pm.
Thinking it was
another ‘up-date’ to
previous news I
casually pressed the
‘message-receive’
button. “Least
Sandpiper, Sidlesham
Ferry 11.45am today”.
leaped into action. At
only 13cms this North
American ‘peep’ is the
smallest wader in the
world, seldom
reaching our ‘side of
the pond’.
Unfortunately, my
car was ‘off the road’
but an instant phone-

call to a nearby
younger  twitcher
confirmed he would
share expenses for a
hire-car. By 4pm I was
driving a brand new
Fiesta home.

We left at 5 o’clock
the following morning
and had ‘ticked the
Least’ by 7.30am.
Sometimes it came
very near to us,
feeding rapidly with a
‘sewing  machine’
action. Even the small
Dunlins dwarfed it.

After an hour or so
we visited Selsey for
breakfast and watched
Sandwich Terns and
Eiders down on ‘the
Bill’.

Returning to Church

Norton side of
Pagham Harbour, my
friend saw his first
Little Egret on British
soil, despite having
seen several abroad.
There has been an
influx this year (1995),
totalling 80 in some
instances.

Before leaving we
paid our final homage
to the Least Sandpiper,
which stayed on for
almost a week in a
blazing heat-wave.

Our mission was
thus accomplished at a
total cost of some &40
including petrol and
breakfast - ‘§3 per
centimetre’ (excluding
the Little Egret) - if
being mercenary! But

oh, how that BIG
twitch for a small bird
served us so proudly.

As always, that same
old excitement and
exhilaration. Could we
hire a car at such short
notice? Would the bird
have gone? Would
Scooby, my 12 year old
King Charles
‘Twitcher’ cope with
the heat? (In fact, as
always, he loved every
minute, the new car
providing good air-
control and
ventilation).

The dawn start, the
uncluttered roads, our
own Cross-country
route to Chichester,
enabling a high
average speed.

The thrills, the
uncertainty, the spice
of a birder’s life which
makes a ‘twitcher’
literally twitch; the
zest, enthusiasm, the
‘get-up-and-go’, even
into my late sixties,
have never abated by
so much as one ‘Least
Sandpiper’.

Yes, most definitely
good friends and true
abound ‘out there’ and
I would recommend it
to any person, young
or old, but MOST
IMPORTANTLY, learn
about our regular and
resident birds FIRST,
before ‘jumping off
the high-diver”!

Scops Owl

Chazey WI

The September meeting
was one of the
friendliest and most
intimate ever to take
place. A glance through
the  windows  of
Mapledurham Pavilion
would have revealed
about thirty women,
laughing and talking,

their hands busy on
each other’s feet. No,
not foot fetishists! just
practising relaxing foot

massage under the
guidance of Gill
Williams, local

reflexologist. It really
seemed to work well on
most people, though
those with ticklish feet
found it difficult to relax.

THE MATRON, MRS

Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (01734) 472164

Reading (01734) 472346

ANN HALL R.G.N.

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

Naturally Chazey
members arrived with
well washed feet and
the air was fragrant with
the assorted flower
scents of soap and
talcum powder. It is
almost impossible not to
relax under such
circumstances and the
friendly atmosphere
engendered cannot be
too highly praised. In
fact, as an ice-breaker at
parties, foot massage
could eclipse alcohol
altogether! Gill Williams
explained the art of
reflexology  whose
practitioners believe
that reflex areas on the
feet correspond to all
the major organs, glands
and body parts.
Stimulating those areas
allows the blood to
circulate freely to all the
cells, induces relaxation
and reduces stress and
tension. Even simple
foot massage proved
beneficial after the day’s
work.

On Saturday 28th
October, Chazey WI are
holding a Barn Dance in
the Mapledurham
Pavilion. The Reel
McCoy will play for
dancing. A meal of
Beans, Bangers and
Mash, followed by Fruit
Pie and Cream, will be
cooked and served by
WI members. Friends
should ask members for
tickets for this very
special evening.

The University of
the Third Age

The Open Meeting due
to be held on the 25th
of September was a
members’ meeting with
displays of the group
activities available.

The Association is for
the retired and those no
longer in  gainful
employment. It is a
University in the original
sense of the word; a
collective of people
devoted to learning
through self-help.
Contact A. Jones 01734
580085 for further
information.

Caversham
Community
Association

August started with a
popular bingo session
involving gifts and
money prizes. The
following week
members welcomed
back Mr Copeland who
brought some more of
his interesting and
informative slides with
an amusing
commentary.

The month ended
with Doreen Crawley
leading a whist drive.
The friendly competition
resulted in George
Feast, Dolly Usher,
Maida Feast and
Doreen Crawley being
declared winners and
Peggy Freeman getting
the booby prize.

Caversham
Heights T.G.

When the chairman
opened the month’s
meeting, she said she was
delighted to see so many
members had made the
effort to come out on
such a hot evening. After
the usual reports, one
was given of the Annual
National Council Meeting
held in June in the Albert
Hall.

The delegate, Mrs
Helen Neil, accompanied
by Mrs Sheila Hobbs,
gave a very clear account
of the speeches and
general business of the
day. All three motions
were carried after
interesting debate and at
the last minute an extra
one was entered which
showed concern over
small charities which lost
out on income since the
start of the National
Lottery. Helen was full of
enthusiasm for the
wonderful atmosphere
generated by delegates
attending from all over
Great Britain. She found it
a terrific experience and
was very thankful for the
opportunity to be part of
such a friendly
movement.

When the speaker was
introduced, Mr A.
Blackman on Wessex
Peculiar - he began by
saying that since the ice
age finished, we have had
many visitors to this
island. Some moved on
but many stayed and all
have left behind them
ghosts and relics. Mr
Blackman takes great
pleasure in investigating
the history and/or
reasons behind such
relics, and in a very
relaxed manner together
with superb slides he
proceeded to share with
us some of his discoveries
in locations around
Winchester.

From the Gipsies
Church tucked into the
woods at Bramdean
Common to an advert for
a Ladies’ Keep Fit in 1887,
Mr Blackman either hears
something interesting and
goes in search of the
place or sees something
of interest for a photo,
then follows up with an
investigation, but either
way, Mr Blackman’s
sleuthing tactics made for
an interesting evening.

Page 11

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (01734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS TAKEN
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday S8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

ST LUKES
RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

This lovely, purpose built home is situated
in a quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer
a high standard of care in a warm and cosy
atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with
an up to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management

team on: - 01734) 461424

A. R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance - General
Repairs - All Types of Decorating
Undertaken - Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES

14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 475846

po=d
P
Vsl

raw

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

Specialists in the restoration of period buildings

TELEPHONE 01734 483536
FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

Bright Electrical and Alarms
OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICEW

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any lype %
* Security lighting %
* Appliance testing to latest test requirements x
% NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %

48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE
Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137
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M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD

° ° Your
¢ GARDEN MACHINERY ¢
H H PET SHOP
: SERVICES :
: .. in
E 6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM 1 CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308
S _ Gee Gee Pets
. ales and Services Always large stock -
e Agents for of and Aqua”a
o FLYMO NEW AND
e MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED o | 29 PROSPECT STREET
° HAYTER MACHINES 3 Reading 472422
. ATCO, etc Free estimates
Local Delivery Servi
:........................'......1- & B

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations &

general plumbing and electrical work and
repairs large or small

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE, CAVERSHAM
RG4 0JT (01734) 482584

CAVERSHAM 209 Kidmore Road
READING Caversham
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582 Telephone:
481929
b o JOHN . B | i e
WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING HEATING & GEOFF KEEN

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

? J BUILDERS 3

ALTERATIONS, RENOVATIONS,
EXTENSIONS, INTERNAL &
EXTERNAL DECORATION,

RE-FURBISHMENT, PROPERTY

DARREN SMITH
Tel (01734) 624156
Moible 0860 863055
or 0374 733215

29 Partridge Drive
Tilehurst

PETER BURTON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

PRIVATE &
SUB-CONTRACT

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE

TEL: READING
01734 470297

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS

Eegy,
{
55 Donkin Hill ¥Rz 78
ARsop €
Caversham 0]
Reading RG4 0ODG
EN 01734 478853/479163 E

A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

® 26 years experience
® Carpet repairs
® Re-adaptions
® Vinyls

READING
479280/500472

Mobile:
0831 203530

DICK SMIITH

Building Contrator

Extensions, loft conversions,
kitchens, bathrooms, patios, drive-
ways, property maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM
01734 482504

Chiltern
Edge
Flower
Club

Oct 12th 7.30pm
Shona Leggatt
CIRCLES IN

THE AIR

Chiltern Edge School
Sonning Common

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PREPAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

o
Over 75
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham Tel: 461393
3 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
House arrangements can be undertaken by our
caring experienced staff
* 24 Hour Service % Private Chapels of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE
PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 01734 574896
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@AVERSHAM

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery
John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 872103

e
——

| Walton Adams

& Son Limited
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY

Phone Reading 478175

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST
Mrs L McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
Clinic: 23 Conisboro Ave.,

Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

R

S.A.S.

Special Airport Service
LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT
COMPARES TRAINS

ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE
LICENSED CARS

READING 464114

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

Tomalin & Son

Funeral Directors
incorporating Arthur Butler of Peppard

A caring family-run
Independent Funeral Service.

Anderson House
38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames

Tel: (01491) 573370

24 Hours Personal Attention.

T.V. DOCTOR || WALLABIES
% Free Callout BOl.JNCY CIASTLES
* Free Estimates ansze
) Any event

% Repairs to T.V.s, Good rates )

Videos, Microwaves, Good service

Hi-Fi's etc FUN!! =

A

01734 484585 CALL 483186 ANYTIME

JR.McCARDLE | §——————
A. F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

MASTER MASONS

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all

other masonry BEDFORD RD
undertaken READPING
READING 262362 Telephone
573537




