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FATHER ANTHONY JONE

— New Catholic Priest

ather Tony Jones, as he prefers to be

known, arrived in Caversham as the
new Parish Priest of St Anne’s on 15th
November 1994 and was formally
inducted on 2nd February 1995, (see
report on p.5). Born in Rugby in 1950 his
family moved to Newcastle under Lyme
when he was five and he has always
considered himself very much a North
Staffordshire person. Following primary
schooling in Newecastle and secondary
education at Cotton College near Stoke
on Trent he entered the Birmingham
Diocesan Seminary, Oscott College in
Sutton Celdfield, in 1968 to train for the
priesthood.

His time at Oscott came in the
aftermath of Vatican 2 when great
changes were in the air and even the
curriculum was being continually
modified. Two individuals he
particularly reecalls from these student
days were the then Rector of Oscott, Fr
Frank Thomas, and his spiritual director
and Theology lecturer, Fr. Pat Kelly, both
of whom he regards as having had a
major formative influence on his life.

On completion of his studies in 1974
he was appointed Deacon in Bucknall,
Stoke on Trent, and was finally ordained
priest on January 25th 1975, just twenty
years ago. Following his ordination he
was appointed 2nd assistant priest in
the large parish of Kings Heath,
Birmingham, where he rapidly gained
experience of the full range of pastoral
duties.

1978 brought a radically different sort
of experience when, at the Archbishop’s
suggestion, Fr. Tony joined the British
Army as a Catholic chaplain. Following
initial courses on the full range of non-
weapons training, he was commissioned
and posted te Germany where he
ministered to the needs of an ever
changing population of military
personnel and their families and
exercised his A-level German on the
local inhabitants. This was followed by a
posting to Northern Ireland where the
presence of Catholic chaplains in the
British: Army occasions some difficulties

for the simplistic labelling that tries to
identify where an individual’s
sympathies might lie in the province. He
celebrated Mass in a variety of military
premises with wall decorations varying
from mug shots of local terrorists to the
Unit’s display of pin-ups!

Following postings to Blandford and
Bovington camps, Fr. Tony relinquished
his commission and returned to
Birmingham in 1982 as secretary to the
recently installed Archbishop, Maurice
Couve de Murville. This appointment
provided a unique insight into the
diocese and its work and its links with
the Bishops’ Conference and with the
Vatican. It was for a fixed term and, on
its conclusion, he returned to pastoral
duties as Parish Priest of Norton le
Moors, an inner suburb of Stoke on
Trent.

In 1990, Fr. Tony was granted leave of
absence for a year’s study and, following
a suggestion from the Archbishop,
undertook a course in the School of
Applied Theology at Berkeley,
California, attended by priests and
sisters from throughout the English
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Fr. Tony Jones cutting the welcome cake following his
induction.

speaking world. The whole Berkeley
experience, both the course itself and the
opportunity it provided to study the
problems of pastoral work in the unique
environment of San Francisco, proved,
he said, a most fulfilling experience that
comfortably exceeded his highest hopes.
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Returning to the UK in 1991, Fr. Tony
took over the parish of Nuneaton and,
once again, immersed himself in
pastoral work prior to his most recent
move to Caversham. Having put much
effort into rationalising and refurbishing
the church premises in Nuneaton he was
relieved to find those in Caversham in
good order and was now looking forward
to the parish centenary in 1996 and the
opportunity that would provide to
celebrate its past and to re-dedicate it
for the future.
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Meanwhile, he was finding his way
around the parish, getting to know its
members and their needs and interests,
and felt it would be premature to make
any kind of mission statement so early
in his ministry. He was conscious that
Caversham lay at the southern
extremity of the diocese and hoped that,
as Dean of South Oxford, he would be
able to provide a two way liaison
between Caversham and the diocesan
centre. Caversham’s proximity to
Reading, which lies in the diocese of
Portsmouth, resulted in his also being
an honorary member of the Reading
deanery and, again, he hoped he could
provide an effective two way link
between Caversham and its southern
neighbours.

For his spare time, he hoped that
Caversham’s proximity to London might
yield the opportunity for some theatre
going — Nuneaton had been handy for
Stratford upon Avon — and he had
noticed the number of local golf courses.
While remaining a devotee of the
Staffordshire Moors, the Berkshire
Downs might tempt him into his
walking boots and he would, of course,
continue to read — history and biography
for preference — listen to music and go to
the cinema.
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TALKING POINT
by

THE REV. JOHN BOAKES
Gosbrook Road Methodist Church

LENT
SUGGESTIONS

Is there anybody who is keeping a New Year Resolution? Perhaps
you didn’t make one. They are so difficult to keep day by day into
the future. But here we are at Lent with the opportunity again to
‘resolve’. If you are ‘denying yourself’, make sure that money not
spent is given to a good cause, and that time saved is used in a
beneficial way. Above all, deny yourself not for the discipline of
keeping a rule but for the joy of going forward to Christ’s Kingdom.

Let us observe Lent with expectancy. Let us grow spiritually as day
by day throughout this period we follow a thought out plan. For
quite a few of us this will be linked with the Ecumenical House
Groups. If you haven't already joined one, do go along and not only
gain from the experience but also give the encouragement of your
presence and interest. If you haven’t a scheme for Lent, let me make
a few suggestions.

First, the very ordinary one of reading that ‘good” book. Choose
carefully - taking advice, looking round the book-shop or library (if
not amongst your own books) and maybe have a trial run of a few
random pages before making your firm decision. The secret is to
read the book systematically - a number of pages or a chapter a day.
Take your time, reflect, ask yourself, “What does God want me to
receive from this?” Maybe it will be a case of reading the pages,
chapters, whatever, more than once. Maybe you can share your
reading with someone else, maybe you can copy key phrases or
write down your thoughts after each ‘reading’. Grow with your
chosen book, make it your Lenten companion leading you to Easter.

Secondly, prayer. Again adopt a system (at least for part of your
prayer). Perhaps you can put a person’s name down (in advance) for
every day of Lent; holding that person in your thoughts before God
throughout that day. Perhaps you might choose to add a town, area
or country for every day - spending time in learning something of
the place’s situation. Perhaps your prayers could include a ‘need’
each day - there is such a variety of troubles, problems, diseases,
concerns to choose from. Perhaps you might review different parts
of your own life day by day - physically, mentally, spiritually - your
emotions, relationships, likes and dislikes and so on. This is more
challenging and may require you to have someone you can share
with as you daily examine yourself. Remember not only to plan the
day before you begin but constantly to pause to remind yourself of
God's love with you.

Thirdly - and possibly needing more time - explore, what | call
the Progressive Alphabet of Faith. The idea is to take each letter of
the alphabet day by day and make that the starting point for your
exploration of say: hymns, books of the Bible, Biblical characters,
aspects of Christian Faith. Hopefully to encourage you: ‘A’ has the
hymns ‘A safe stronghold our God is still’; ‘Abide with me’; ‘All hail
the power of Jesus name’: ‘Amazing Grace’; ‘As we .are gathered,
Jesus is here’ etc. etc. The books of the Bible: Amos, Acts. Biblical
characters: Adam, Abraham, Andrew etc. Aspects of Christian Faith:
Ascension, Assurance, Atonement etc.

Just suggestions. But the idea | put before you is that Lent can be
a fascinating, planned period of Christian Growth leading again to
Jesus Christ - Crucified and Risen. He will grow in our lives as we
take time to meet with Him.
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s
8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School
6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday)
6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)

St Andrew’s

8.00am The Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)

First Sunday, Family Eucharist

11.15am The Eucharist (with hymns)

6.30pm Evening Prayer
An up to date list of weekday Servites will be
found on the Church notice boards.

St Barnabas’

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Family Communion (apart from 2nd
Sunday)

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th
Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)
Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)
6.30pm Evening Worship (1st Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (3rd Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm

ROMAN CATHOLIC

St Anne’s Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 10.30am and
6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 9.00am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass
Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday
of the month)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road
11.00am every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church
Street, Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House — Meeting for Worship
7.30pm. (last Sunday)

House study groups Sept—June Tel: 475783.

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am Sunday School

11.00am Divine Worship
7.00pm Evening Service

POSTBAG

THE ACROSS TRUST

Dear Editors,

| am writing to you as the local *Across Trust”
organiser. The Across Trust is a charitable organisation
which specialises in providing the sick, handicapped and
terminally ill with the opportunity of taking part in a pilgrimage
or holiday of a lifetime, on many occasions, their last.

The Trust have several individually built ambulances for
this purpose, some with eight beds and sixteen seats; the
larger Alligator ambulances have fourteen beds and thirty-
two seats. The ambulances also have cooking facilities and
carry oxygen, plus other medical equipment. The cost of the
smaller two vehicles is £250,000.

The volunteers who travel Across not only give up their
time from work, but like the people we take, pay for the
privilege of caring for their VIPs' every need for up to ten
days.

yOver the past seven years | have been leading a
Pilgrimage to Lourdes and due to the medical needs of our
travellers we require the services of both doctors and nurses,
who also pay their own way. | am seeking to raise
sponsorship not only for myself as the Group Leader, but
also to help fund a doctor and two nurses to travel with my
Group which is travelling to Lourdes on 6th October this year.
The cost per person in 1995 will be £419.

Can you help in anyway, be it large or small, to enable a
sick person to travel, or help with the expenses for a doctor
and nurses to travel. | do hope so.

If you have any questions relating to The Across Trust
please do not hesitate in giving me a call. If any member of
your organisation wishes, | could visit their local
Church/youth group/ organisation to tell them more about
The Across Trust and its work.

Yours etc.
The Across Trust (Caversham) Eric J. Hillier
12 Buxton Avenue
Caversham RG4 7BU

Tel: 01734 471046

MAJOR MICHAEL PAXTON

The Caversham Bridge News would like to
congratulate Major Michael Paxton of St Peter’s
Hill, Caversham, on his award of the OBE in the
New Year’s Honours for services to the local
Community.

For several years Michael has had to combat
multiple sclerosis and cancer and this he has done
by helping others.

Although in a wheelchair he has triumphed over
immense adversities. Always cheerful, always
working hard for others, he is an example to us all.

Boldendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Placsa conlacl the Malron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 01734 476882

..Comfort, Care & Companionship

BV Seeretariat Seruices

The Editors wish to make it clear School Lane
that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily Playgroup
reflect the opinion of the board. held at
Published by Caversham CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Christian News Ltd, Church .
Street, Caversham, Reading Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
Tel: 01734 471703 9.15-12 noon
Typeset by R Gi e i
e e s oo YIRS perlsession
Reading Tel 01734 393032 ng
Printed by Chitern Offsot, Amersham,
478502 or 475696

Y. Rea A. Nack, W.A.7.5.
(MWewbor of AHssociation of Medical Seonctanics)

17, Rutge Fatt Plose,
Borksdone, RGE 7EP
Tet: (01734) 481693
(Answerphone)
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DYNAMIC CHRISTIAN
UNITY SERVICE

Caversham Hill Chapel was full to capacity, with people standing
and an overflow in the entrance hall, for the United Service
during the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. The large
congregation included representatives from all the churches in
Caversham; almost every denomination had some part in the
service, which was led by the Revd Mike Holmes. Early in the
Service a lively but sensitive contribution to the worship was
made by the choir of the New Testament Church of God. The
reading from the book of Nehemiah introduced the theme
‘Building in a Broken World'. A slide presentation of the life and
scenes of Caversham and Emmer Green, showing its recreation,
work, shopping and residential areas, schools and worship
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The Revd Mike Holmes (on the left), who led the Christian Unity Service,
and the Revd Chris Justice who preached. The Revd Mike Holmes moved
from Caversham in February to become pastor of a Pentecostal Church in
Bridgend, South Wales. We wish him every blessing in his new ministry.

centres, provided the focus for prayer on that part of the world
where most of those there were most likely to have the greatest
influence in drawing others to Christ.

The address was given by the Revd Chris Justice who used the
example from Nehemiah of rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem as
a model for the task of the churches in Caversham. He reminded
us that the churches are together likened to the bride of Christ;
more than any other bride she should be attractive to all.
Whatever our tradition, God was our Father and, like it or not,
we are all brothers and sisters and part of the same family which
hallows God’s name. We all had a job to do rebuilding Caversham
by commending God and His Son, Jesus Christ, who redeemed
us, to those who do not know Him. Subsequently those present
restated their beliefs through words used at baptisms and
rededicated themselves to God’s service.

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU

ORGANIST HITS A
HIGHER NOTE

n January lst St Andrew’s bade a
sad farewell to their organist.

Although Philip Aspden had only
been officially organist and
choirmaster at the church for three
years, he had been part of the
community there for all but one year
of his life. He used to sit on the
organist’s bench fascinated by the
sounds which came forth from the
instrument since he was three years
old. Perhaps he knew one day that he
would become the “Man in charge”
even then.

Philip was appointed upon the
departure of Ian May, but even then
he had been playing for major
festivals since he was fourteen, and
the incoming and present vicar
viewed the whole business of a
fourteen year old playing at Midnight
Mass with a certain apprehension. He
need not have worried and
everything was well in hand. The
Revd Bill Carpenter had no doubts as
to the skills which he was taking on
when eventually Philip was
appointed as organist and
choirmaster at his church.

Although he had no experience as a
choirmaster, Philip very quickly
showed that in this field he could
learn, and over the past three years
St Andrew’s has enjoyed the best in
choral music.

Now, Philip has decided to seek
pastures new in order to develop
what could well become his career.
He had accepted a post as organist
and choirmaster at Christchurch in
Reading. “Our loss,” said the Vicar, “is
Christchurch’s gain. They have a
bigger instrument, and a larger choir,
and therefore a greater challenge for
Philip. I wish him every blessing in
his chosen future.”

From the time of his appointment
as organist at St Andrew’s at the
early age of seventeen, Philip’s
musical talents had always been
apparent. He enjoys playing and
singing and it is so good that he can
inspire others by his enthusiasm.

And so, on the first day in 1995, Bill
presented a cheque to Philip which
reflected the gratitude of the
congregation to him for his music,
dedication and hard work over many

SPECIAL CIRCUIT DAY

The twenty-four churches of the Methodist Reading and Silchester Circuit
invite you and other friends to

‘SIGNS OF LIFFE’
A Circuit Day with the Revd Dr Leslie Griffiths

The President of the Methodist Conference
11th March 1995

Coffee morning and Lunch at Tadley Main
Road Methodist Church

2pm Afternoon Circuit Exhibition and [
activities at Hugh Faringdon School with a
Discussion to be led by the President, and a
bring and share Tea.

Activities include banner-making, flower-
arranging, resource materials and under 11s
activities.

Tpm Evening Rally at Wesley, Queen’s Road,
with President as speaker.

With Hannington Band plus Orchestra from
Circuit churches playing traditional hymns and
modern worship songs.

We wish to show the life within our circuit -
to each other, to visitors and to the President,
so each church has prepared a small exhibition
about themselves.

BILLY GRAHAM
GLOBAL MISSION

( CAKE CREATIONS |

22 School Road, Tilehurst, Reading
Tel/Fax (01734) 453001
AMPLE FREE PARKING
* The Thames Valley's newest and largest
SUGARCRAFT and NEEDLECRAFT stockist.
Visit CAKE CREATIONS and select all your
needs for cake sugarcraft.

* Ribbons * Icmg-* Modelling Paste *
Almond Paste * Cakeboards and Drums %
Stands and Tins for Sale or Hire.

* Large Choice of Cake Decoration Accessories
* Chocolate and Confectionery Moulds and
Accessories Stocked * All Your Party Time
Disposables - Paper Plates - Cups etc.

* Large Range of NEEDLECRAFT Kits and
Accessories Available. DMC Creative World
Main Agent.

* Open for a 6 full days per week.

Tel: Reading (01734) 472048

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS TAKEN
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-Tpm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

. the very latest technology.

16, 17 AND 18 MARCH

As foreshadowed in the January issue of the Caversham
Bridge the transmission of Billy Graham’s Global |
Mission from San Juan, Puerto Rico, will be relayed by A\
satellite to the Loddon valley Leisure Centre on
Thursday, Friday and Saturday, 16, 17 and 18 March,
1995, at 7.15 pm on each occasion. Although this will be
the only centre in Berkshire, the relay is being received
worldwide in 180 countries. Locally it provides another
opportunity in this Decade of Evangelism for anyone
interested to hear the Christian message, this time from |
probably the most famous evangelist of our age using
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CALL FOR

This relay is being organised by Churches Together in
Wokingham, who look for support from Christians
throughout Berkshire while offering an opportunity to
all seeking after truth. Further information should be in
the local churches or may be obtained by telephone
from 01734 792169/791038 or 781199.

Wedding Photography 5
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

01734 479450 01734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

The staff of Emmer Green Surgery are
hoping to raise money to pay for new
equipment and improvements in the
new surgery, they will be doing a
“sponsored” cycle ride around
Berkshire in April 2.

Forms to back or sponsor this event
are available from Emmer Green
Surgery, or donations if desired can be
sent to:-

Mrs V. Pheasant,

56 Grosvenor Road,
Caversham
Cash or cheques etc, made payable to
“Emmer green Equipment Fund”
_ welcome!

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -
Property Maintenance - Patios
Internal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG4 ODN

DARREN SMITH
Tel (01734) 475998
or 0860 863055

Y .
PET °S“|_'1 op Chiltern
A Edge
CAVERSHAM Fg;wgr
u
Gee Gee Pets Thursday
i 9 March
and Aquaf d BOB HARRIS
29 PROSPECT STREET “MUNCHES AND
Reading 472422 BUNCHES”
Chiltern Edge School
Local Delivery Service Sonning Common
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KATY IN CAVERSHAM

CATS AGAIN
Many of you will by
now have purchased
the new set of stamps.
The subject is CATS.

I was pleased to
meet a lady, Elaine
Groves, who has had a
great deal to do with
the recent publicity
and she was able to
tell me about the latest
venture. It seems a
local postman, Carl
Appleby sponsored
this and Wilbur,
Snedley and Mollie,
who are being cared
for in temporary
accommodation on
Mayfield Drive were
duly photographed. I

hope I've got their
names right but that is
what comes of
scribbling notes on
shopping lists in
Caversham.

I'm not quite sure
how the drawings of
the cats by Elizabeth
Blackadder of
Edinburgh eventually
turn into a lively set of
stamps, but it must
have involved many
people.

I know I've written
before about the work
of the Cats protection
League, so I will spare
you a long screed and
only tell you if you are
interested in the work

of rescuing wandering
cats; if you feel you
want to get involved,
just give a call to
Elaine on 482902 and
discuss it with her. It is
an answer phone so
please leave a message
and a phone number
where you can be
reached. Donations
are very welcome too
and the address is 133
Mayfield Drive,
Caversham, if you feel
you can help in any
way.

CARE IN THE
COMMUNITY
I was very sorry to
hear that the lady who

tried to run a health
food shop in
Hemdean Road was
unable to keep the
business going. But I
was more than
pleased to hear that
the shop has now
been taken over by
The Friends of
Reading and District
Cancer Care. I called
in the other day and
found that, although
they have only just
opened, they already
have a good stock of
items for sale
including a room, a
small one admittedly,
containing a

of books. They too
have an answer
phone, so a call on
566757 will ensure that
anyone interested will
be given all the
information  they
require. One thing I
do find helpful is that
they can arrange for
the collection of
goods when mutually
agreed. Clothes,
books, bric-a-brac, etc.
will be very welcome
and you will be doing
a real service to this
cause, and I do know
that many of you will
be only too anxious to
help this organisation.

fascinating assortment

AHOY THERE — SEE THE BIRDS?

On average, a tiny bird-pager loudly ‘bleeps' — or discreetly
vibrates (according to mood and location of its user), twenty
times daily, to provide complete and instant coverage of every rarity
reported in Britain. Operating by satellite, it stores ninety-nine
messages in its memory-bank, continually up-dating movements of
each bird to avoid wasted journeys.

Whilst this is unlikely to interest ‘garden’ bird-watchers, it may
advantage the adventurous, prepared to travel to see their birds —
but - let us remain at home!

Earlier this year a juvenile Redpoll fed contentedly upon a
seeded flower-head in my garden, barely fifteen feet from the
French-windows. A ‘garden’ bird? Yes, occasionally, but usually
more arboreal.

This nondescript, pale-headed, brown-bodied bird with two
buffish wing-bars, LACKING the adult's red forehead, may be mis-
identified as female house-sparrow ‘in the bleak mid-winter’ gloom.

As winter winds blow, many arctic birds can be seen on the large,
combined waters of Sonning Eye and Henley Road gravel-pits.

Golden-eye, Shoveler, Pochard, Wigeon, Teal and Gadwall
ducks are present in relatively large numbers, with wintering
Cormorants, Grebes, Coots, Tufted Duck, Swans and Canada
Geese. Some three-thousand mixed gull species come in to roost
late each afternoon.

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

e twenty-ninth Annual General Meeting of Caversham Good
Neighbours was held in Church House, Caversham on Monday 16th
January and attended by a small but enthusiastic group of helpers.
Canon Richard Kingsbury took the chair as the Chairman, Mr Ben
Archer, was unwell, and his thanks were passed on to all drivers, office
helpers and helpers, also to Mr Kent who ably keeps an eye on our

office when we are not there.

In the Secretary’s report Chris Baker mentioned that eighty per cent
of telephone calls received were for transport. The balance sheet
showed a healthy position with donations up by £70. Betty Stark was

thanked for so ably acting as Treasurer.

An interesting talk by Peter Hargrave of Reading Crossroads
followed. Currently they have sixteen paid carers and recently initiated

a twenty-four hour response service.

From an exposed Eastern bank of Sonning Eye, during a cold,
near gale-force south-westerly, | telescoped a huge, bulky, sandy-
coloured gull, broad of wing with rounded tips, dwarfing most other
species in flight. It was at least a mile away, towards the Henley
Road side of the water. Almost certainly it was a rare Glaucous Gull
from Eastern Greenland or Arctic Europe.

This wealth of bird-life — in Caversham — is barely five-hundred
metres from residents of Henley Road and Caversham Park Village
area.

Anyone who feels so inclined may care to enjoy seeing these
winter visitors from far-off lands, at first-hand — you will not have far
to go! ;

Who knows, by the time this is printed, ‘your’ Glaucous Gull may
well have appeared on ‘our’ pager!!

At Theale main gravel-pit are three more black-and-white
beauties. Black-throated Diver, Great Northern Diver and Black-
necked Grebe can be seen with 8 x 40 binoculars from the Boat
club area. As entry is strictly private, go through to the Club Office
and politely request permission to view the birds please. The
Secretary is amenable to considerate birders, if asked.

Also watch for a sprinkling of uncommon Mediterranean gulls
mingling with the Black-headed species.

SCOPS OWL

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN A.RI.C.S.

Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

Ring Reading (01734) 479093

MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS
HELP IS AVAILABLE

Ve

FARMSHOP CLOSES

For many years people in this area have been
patronising the Godfrey’s farm shop at Goring

Contact the Berkshire Multiple Sclerosis
Therapy Centre

Tel: 01734 482072

We can help with advice, information and support

'\\ on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

The ,"E'hfeﬁrtai’ning Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
wWedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

Heath. Although the shop lies outside the
circulation district of Caversham Bridge News,
nevertheless Mike and Maureen have been regular
advertisers in this paper.

Sadly they closed down their husiness at the end
of January. A blackboard outside in the car park
broke the news: it also said “We shall miss you all”.
We 100, shall miss them, but rcalise they must neced
a well earned rest after so many ycars running the
shop.

We wish them cvery happiness in their
retirement and hope Maurcen enjoys her hobby,
weaving.

REGISTERED CHARITY

BELCHER TURF CO.
J. V. Belcher, Est. 1976
MAY WE QUOTE FOR ALL GARDEN WORK?
LLARGE OR SMALL JOBS WELCOME.
PROMPT ATTENTION TO ALL ENQUIRIES.

TURE SUPPLIED ONLY OR TURF SUPPLIED AND LAID.
PHONE READING 478818 OR
MOBILE 0860 842760
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FAT

ebruary 2nd is the

Feast of the
Presentation of Our
Lord commemorating
the occasion when
Mary and Joseph took
the Infant Jesus to
dedicate Him to God in
the Temple in
accordance with the
Jewish Law. By happy
coincidence, February
2nd 1995 was also the
day set for the
induction of Father
Tony Jones as Parish
Priest of Our Lady and
St Anne’s when he and
the members of the
Parish jointly
dedicated themselves
to God’s work.

The church was
filled with parishioners
both from Caversham
and from Fr. Tony’s

previous parishes and
the actual ceremony,
which was conducted
by Auxiliary Bishop
Terence Brain during a
celebratory Mass, took
place in the presence of
the Mayor and
Mayoress of Reading
and representatives
from the clergy of other
denominations in
Caversham.

After the reading out
of the Archbishop’s
formal letter
appointing Fr. Tony as
Parish Priest and the
latter’s Profession of
Faith, the Bishop
pronounced the solemn
formula of Induction
inaugurating Fr. Tony
into his new
responsibilities. The
appropriate documents

ST LUKES
RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

This lovely, purpose built home is situated
in a quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer
a high standard of care in a warm and cosy
atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with
an up to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management
team on:

(01734) 461424

Conservatree
PRINT AND DESIGN

Now offers - volume photocopying at competitive prices.

From mailshots to manuals, collated, stapled and bound.

Community discount scheme available for registered
charities, local churches and schools.

Ask for details:
366 Church St, Caversham
Tel: 01734 479120

TERRY RENN

DRIVING SCHOOL
D.O.E., AM.

Teaching since 1958
Fully Qualified

Patience & Reliability
Competitive Rates

Dual Control
Door. to Door Service

Tel:- (01734) 476504
ANY TIME

Wbl POYAL COUNTY
|= CLEANERS

DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECILIT

25 years expenence - Caversham based company

- Highly recommended - Reliable caring service -

Competitive prices * Free quotations + Carpet fitting
service.

Tel: 474737
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iR TONY'S INDUCTION

were then signed by
the Bishop, Fr. Tony
and the Chairman and
Secretary of the Parish
Committee in view of
the congregation
following which, one by
one, members of the
congregation brought
forward various objects
such as the Priest’s
stole, the Church keys,
a copy of the Bible, the
chalice and paten etc
which Bishop Brain
presented to Fr. Tony
as symbols of his
priestly duties.

On completion of
these formalities, Mass
resumed,
concelebrated by
Bishop Brain with Fr.
Tony and some 10
other priests. Amongst
the latter was former
Parish Priest, Fr.
Plunkett Shannon,
who served at St
Anne’s from 1973 to
1980 and is now living
in well deserved
retirement. The choir
led the congregation in
song and at the end of
Mass there were brief
speeches of welcome to

Fr. Tony by the mayor,
on behalf of the
Borough, and by Canon
Richard Kingsbury, on
behalf of fellow clergy
of other denominations.

After Mass, everyone
retired to a reception in
the Church Hall where
a buffet had been
organised by members
of the Parish. A

splendid array of food
greeted the guests,
culminating in the
cutting by Fr. Tony of
his welcome cake and
its distribution to one
and all — a delightful
end to an evening,
memorable in both
spiritual and social
terms.

NEWS FROM ST ANNE’S

Fr. Meagher chatting with some of the congregation after his induction.

n the evening of

Friday 20th
January, some 50
parishioners from St
Anne’s made the
journey north to
Staffordshire to assist
at the induction there
of Fr. Meagher, till
recently Parish Priest
of St Anne’s, in his
new parish of St John
the Baptist in the
village of Great
Haywood.

The actual process
of induction was
conducted by the
Dean of Stafford, the
Very Rev Canon
Kevin Good, who
formally presented Fr.
Meagher to his new
parishioners and read
out the official letter
of his appointment by
the Archbishop of
Birmingham. Having
renewed his
Profession of Faith,
Fr. Meagher then
pledged himself to
work as pastor to his

new charges who,
in their turn,
formally welcomed
him to the parish and
pledged themselves to
support him in his
work.

The ceremony took
place in the context of
the Mass which was
concelebrated by Fr.
Meagher with some
dozen fellow priests
from the Stafford
Deanery and
elsewhere in the
archdiocese, including
Caversham's own Fr.
Norman Millard. In
addition to
parishioners from
Great Haywood and
Caversham, the
congregation included
the local MP, the
Mayor and Deputy
Mayor of Stafford and
their ladies. and
clergy from
neighbouring non-
catholic  churches:
music was provided
by the joint choirs of

Great Haywood and
Caversham.

Following Mass,
refreshments were
served in the adjacent
school and Fr
Meagher cut his
official welcoming
cake. Alas, the coach
journey back to
Caversham meant
that the St Anne’s
contingent had to
leave while things
were in full swing but
they took with them
an overwhelming
impression that Fr.
Meagher and his
sister Bridie were now
ensconced in an
exceptionally friendly
and welcoming
parish.

g Meagher's
induction was closely
followed by that of his
successor at
Caversham, Fr. Tony
Jones, which took
place on Thursday
2nd February and is
reported above.
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All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

ale
are

Helping people (o live at home

We help care for the elderly and
disabled — in their own home

We can supply an emergency
telephone response service
24 hours per day

For more information, write to:
Dale Care Services
Freepost (RG2937)
Reading RG1 1BR

or telephone:

01734 660001

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS

Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
Fax: 01734 461380

AHOLIDAY IN FRANCE?

Lovely restored cottage in Northern
Brittany, 20 minutes drive from sea.
In Open countryside with fine views.
Beamed 35 foot sitting/dining room.

Large farmhouse kitchen.
Sleeps 6 + cot.

Large garden & barbecue.
Vacancies - 477525
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A TASTE OF MEDICINE
IN UGANDA

aving spent the last twenty-eight

years working as a General

Practitioner in Caversham 1 was

pleased to have the opportunity to
be able to spend most of last November
working at the Kuluva Church of Uganda
Hospital, which is situated in a remote part
of north west Uganda on the border with
Zaire.

Kuluva hospital was founded with the
help of the Africa Inland Mission in the
1940’s by two English Missionary Doctors,
brothers Ted and Peter Williams. Peter,
who is now in his seventies and still lives in
Reading, provided me with a great deal of
useful background information as well as
helping with the arrangements for the visit.
Kuluva hospital is set in a rural district on
land donated by a friendly local chief and is
about five kilometres from the nearest town
Arua. In spite of all the troubles and
turmoil that Uganda faced in the 1970’s
and 1980’s, the hospital has flourished and
now provides basic inpatient and
outpatient care for the surrounding
population, as well as running specialist
projects in eye disease, leprosy,
onchocerciasis (river blindness) and
community health.

The medical staff consists of four Doctors;
an American, who is the Medical Director, a
German who is a member of a four person
Medical Mission Team from Germany, a
Ugandan trained surgeon and one doctor
from the UK whom I replaced whilst he
took annual leave. The Ugandan Nurses
were ably supplemented by four ex-pat
trained Nursing Sisters who came from
USA, Korea and Germany. These nurses
were all actively supported by Christian
Missions in their own countries.

Flight Out

To reach the hospital 1 first flew to
Entebbe. The airport terminal is brand new
and sits right on the edge of the beautiful
and impressive Lake Victoria. As this was
my first visit to Africa, I was feeling rather
apprehensive on landing, and this was not
helped by the sight of the tiny single engine

by Patrick Anderson

plane which was to take me on the next leg
of my journey. I had never flown in a light
aeroplane before, and by comparison with
the huge modern jet I had just stepped out
of it seemed very basic. However the Dutch
captain was reassuring; he firmly told me
to sit absolutely still and not to touch any of
his instruments! Then after inviting the
five passengers to join him in a prayer for a
safe flight he took off. Although the trip
was quite uneventful I spent the next hour
trying to remain motionless and wondering
if there were any parachutes on board!

Fortunately the plane flew low so we had
excellent views of the dark waters of the
Nile and the surrounding bush which
looked surprisingly green and fertile. Arua
Airport proved to be just a rough landing
strip in a field but the pilot managed a
beautiful landing and 1 was efficiently
handed over to the waiting hospital
transport, a Jeep. First stop was Arua town
centre where the driver disappeared to do
some shopping. As I was soaking in the
local atmosphere, especially the heat and
the noise, into the back of the vehicle
jumped a young American lady carrying a
live chicken! She introduced herself as a
nurse from the hospital and said the bird
was for her supper. At that point I felt I had
arrived in Africa!

The Hospital

After this it was off to the hospital and
work. The hospital compound was
surrounded by a high wire fence and for
added security patrolled by uniformed
guards equipped with bows and arrows,
twenty-four hours a day. I was made to feel
very welcome and warmly accepted into the
Hospital community. My accommodation
was a tin roofed bungalow on the edge of
the hospital compound, adequately
furnished by a German couple who were on
leave. There was a large patio with
magnificent views of the surrounding
countryside. At first light some days I was

enchanted by the sight of small monkeys

playing in the trees. To my great relief,
after a couple of days of domesticity, Lea,
my housegirl, appeared. She carried out all
the household chores with her fifth child,
Gloria, strapped to her back in true African
style. Lea was very good natured, smiled
constantly, made good cakes and probably
didn’t understand a word I said.

Straight to work

1 was assigned to the children’s wards
and spent most of the time examining and
treating large numbers of mostly very
young children. There were perhaps fifty or
so children in the wards at any one time
with up to a dozen admitted and discharged
each day. A majority of the children came
from the local villages but a surprising
number came from further afield, including
Zaire and the refugee camps to the north on
the border with the Sudan. There was no
hospital transport for the patients so
everyone arrived on foot, except for the
fortunate few who had bicycles. This was
particularly brought home to me on my
first night when a poor fellow was admitted
with a nasty gunshot wound to one leg. He
had been transported the seven miles from
his village to hospital on the back of cycle!

Ward work commended with daily
rounds at 7am when all the inpatient
children were individually seen, assessed
and treatments planned as appropriate.

A limited number of basic pathological
investigations were available. The
commonest medical conditions I
encountered were malaria, gastroenteritis,
pneumonia, meningitis, anaemia and a
great variety of interesting intestinal
parasites which I had previously only read
about in medical textbooks! The chronic
conditions included diabetes, asthma,
several different kinds of cancer including
Burkitts Lymphoma and HIV infection.
Although the hospital staff did their best
with the facilities available the child
mortality rate was higher than it would
have been in England and this often left me
feeling inadequate and sad.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating
148 Upper Woodcote Road

Caversham
Reading

Telephone
Reading
479642

® CARTER 4~
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ
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The children in the ward were well looked
after by their relatives who often shared their
bed. Two to a bed was regarded as normal, three
was overcrowded! Although the wards were old,
drab and sparsely furnished, the atmosphere
was friendly and positive, and occasionally
enhanced by the appearance of stray chickens
pecking their way through the ward! The
relatives helped each other preparing meals on
open fires just outside the wards and when
necessary sheltering from the frequent
torrential rains in small adjoining mud huts.
Sometimes patients requested discharge before
their treatment was completed. I swiftly learned
to comply otherwise they would run away over
night, which meant they avoided paying the
hospital charges. Although these were minimal
i.e. outpatient consultation 20p, minor operation
100p, major operation e.g. amputation or
hysterectomy 300p, collection was crucial for the
hospital finances. Although the hospital
preferred cash, when the patients had no money,
payment was accepted in local produce e.g.
chickens’ eggs, fruit or vegetables. Routine work
continued until the late afternoon. Except for
urgent operations electricity from the hospital
generator was only available for two hours each
evening, so a torch was invaluable for after dark
activities.

The hospital has an active building
programme and a new operating theatre suite
has just been completed. The X-ray department
has recently acquired a scanner and there are
ambitious plans for more developments,
including a hydroelectric scheme to give a
regular twenty-four hour electricity supply.
There is a flourishing nurse training school and
student nurses seemed to come from all over
Uganda, attracted by the hospital’s reputation.

The Christian Message

Active Christian ministry plays a central and
important part in the life of the hospital and
each day starts with a morning service for
everyone, conducted in English and the local
language Lukbara. The Christian message is
enthusiastically promoted and there are many
converts among the local people. In addition
evangelical teams go out from the hospital to a

variety of centres including local prisons
on a regular basis.

Local Life -

The Ugandan people I met were very
friendly and interested in hearing about life
in Britain, in turn I got the chance to learn
something of their customs. As elsewhere
the women seemed to do most of the work.
Typically they walked with a baby strapped
to their back, carrying their possessions on
their heads, most walked barefoot or wore
only flipflops. Early each morning, just after
sunrise, local women would come to the
hospital carrying large quantities of fresh
fruit and vegetables in baskets on their
heads. They would set their wares out most
attractively on the ground as a mini market
and wait patiently for customers. On one
occasions 1 found three such women sitting
with their produce on the front steps of my
bungalow. Needless to say they made a sale.
The fruit was excellent especially the
bananas, melons and oranges. The staple
food for the Ugandans is Kasava, a root
vegetable which is dried in the sun before
consumption. As part of this process it is
spread out in large quantities on matting
laid on the ground where it seemed to
provide a tasty meal for the wandering
chickens and goats!

I was fascinated to discover that even
today a man may have several wives and
that large families are still the rule,
although I was told this is is becoming less
common nowadays because of the expense,
particularly the school fees! There is no free
education. The wealth of a family is
measured by the number of animals they
own. The local economy seemed to go
something like this: One chicken costs
about one pound, seven chickens are worth
one goat and seven goats buy one cow. A
bride price of approximately seven cows is
paid to the bride’s family as a dowry on
marriage. This is a considerable expense for
the bridegroom’s family, but indicates how
much value is placed on the bride to be. The
Ugandans were surprised to learn that a

bride does not have to be paid for in Britain.

Moving around

Apart from the time spent working at the
hospital, 1 did get a chance to see a few other
places in the Arua district. 1 visited the
Diocesan centre, where the newly appointed
Ugandan Bishop has his headquarters. A start
has been made on building a new cathedral
there, many years of work lie ahead. 1 also
visited a large Catholic centre founded by the
Italian Fathers from Verona.

In keeping with their traditions these monks
have successfully established a small vineyard
which each year produces two crops of grapes
from which they make wine. This was in direct
contrast to the Kuluva hospital where 1 was
based which is an alcohol free zone. I spent some
time at a large local secondary boarding school
at Mvara. My visit happened to coincide with
the headmaster’s end of term talk to the
assembled school. T was amused to hear him ask
the pupils to stop dyeing their hair different
shades of pink and to try and study during the
day and sleep at night and not the other way
round. Prominently displayed on the school
notice board was an announcement that several
girls were being suspended for spending too
much time at a local disco when they should
have been asleep in their dormitories! It seems
teenage problems are similar all over the world!

...and Farewell

At the end of my stay a small party was
arranged; following the local custom a goat was
purchased from the market, barbecued for four
hours over a charcoal pit and served as the main
dish. As I had never eaten goat before 1 tried it
with some hesitancy, but I am delighted to
report that it proved to be very tasty, and there
were no after effects!

All in all I feel the trip was well worth while.
It gave me a definite insight into the developing
world and some of its problems, as well as a
great appreciation for the people I met who
choose to spend their lives working in one of the
more remote parts of the world without most of
the creature comforts we at home take for
granted.

Housegirl Lea with baby Gloria

ALL ASPECTS

Call Ron Darby on

LET US DO THE

OF o HARP WORK — meeting held in the Methodist
GARDENING ¢ WE'RE USED Church, Gosbraok Road, it was
UNDERTAKEN TOIT stressed that more helpers were

pruning of fruit trees « hedges reduced and shaped
shrubs pruned « beds and borders cleared
overgrown areas cut & cleared « all rubbish taken away

Tel: 01734 470391 Mobile: 0374 633696 for a free quotation

FEED THE CHILDREN

At a recent Feed the Children

urgently needed to sort and
pack donated goods ready for
delivery to the children and their
carers.

If you find you can spare even
just a couple of hours please
phone 01734 464444 They
will be only to pleased to see
you and have your help

1o Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ

@arcﬁnet‘s

The specialist agency
jor nurses, carers
and their clients.

(01734) 47 66 66
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Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY

RESIDENTS VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

Tel: Goring-on-Thames (01491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire
A professional

Giant bins lining the
Streets

service from There is no shortage
complete contents 10 of contentious subjects
asingle item. this month, so to start

s with let us take one that

sooner or later, and
mostly sooner rather
than later, will affect

Transport and slorage
facilities. Free pre-
sale inspection and

advice. every household in
Caversham.
* k kx k B "
Wheeled dustbins,

Entries for future
sales invited.
Valuations for
probate, CTT and
insurance purposes.

commonly known as
wheelie bins, are the
cause of the trouble.
They have already been
isnstErioNd Sulicield
experimentally in
certain parts of the
town, including
Caversham, and before
long they will have
spread throughout the
borough. Like them or
not, there is no going
back on this, as too
much money has
already been sunk in
the scheme.

There are of course
those who prefer these
things to conventional
dustbins, and many
more who couldn’t care
one way or the other.

The professional alternative to London

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

However, in an area

For further information ring such as Caversham
s B there are a large

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor) number who are

Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

distinctly unhappy at
the prospect. These are
the people who live in
terraced properties,
those whose gardens
are on a steep gradient
between their house
and the street, those in
detached or semi-
detached houses with a
garage occupying the
whole of the space
between their house
and the edge of the

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by property, and people
appointment who keep their car off
b : the road in their drive

* Servicing by top mechanics with no room to wheel
: a bin past. Altogeher

* Bodywork, any job undertaken This e o & Ibth
* New and used car sales proportion of
Caversham properties.

* Collection and delivery service These people will
can be arranged. virtually have no

alternative except to
keep their dustbins in
their front garden.

On the whole it is
true to say that those
who take some pride in
the appearance of their
property avoid doing
that, yet already in

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical znslalultwns and Tepairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %
* Security lighting %
* Appliance testing to latest test requirements %
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %

48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE
Phone: 01734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

those parts of Reading
where wheeled ‘bins
have been introduced
there are streets of
terraced houses with a
dustbin outside each
house, and this is a
pattern that will be
repeated all across the
town, and not only in
terraced properties. The
impact of all this will
do nothing to improve
the appearance of the
town.

The impression that
has been given to all
those who  have
complained is that the
only exemptions, apart
from those for people
who are physically
unable to manage these
large bins, will be for
those terraced houses
which give directly on
to the street, not a very
large number in
Reading, and those with
front gardens too small
to hold a wheeled bin.

However, tucked
away in the small print
of one of the leaflets
issued by the Borough
Council in reply to the
question, ‘What if I
think my property is
unsuitable for a
wheeled bin?’ is the
answer ‘Your property
would be unsuitable if
a bin could not be
taken to a front
collection point without
wheeling the bin
through your home.”

Did this escape the
notice of all those
people living in
terraced houses who
already have a wheeled
bin, or did they actually
en masse choose to
have a bin they could
only leave in their front
gardens? Everyone in
that position who does
not wish to have a
wheeled bin should
insist on their right not
to have one. Caversham
and District Residents’
Association is defending
the right of all
occupiers of terraced
property to refuse to
have these bins if they
do not wish to, and
have enlisted the
support  of  local
Councillors to achieve
this.

This will not entirely
remove the blot of large
bins lining the streets of
the town but it would
reduce it considerably.
However, it does
depend on the message
reaching the thousands
of terraced houses in
Reading. The other
houses with problems
are probably stuck with
them unless they can
show that a serious
difficulty applies to the
majority of houses in
the road, when they
could try pressing the

case that the whole
street is inappropriate
to the introduction of
wheeled bins.

It is, by the way,
possible to request a
smaller bin rather than
the very large standard
bins. These smaller
ones are larger than the
average conventional
bin.

You may also well be
wondering why
wheeled bins are being
introduced at all in
view of the cost of

having to provide
everyQne with one,
when previously

people bought their
own, and having to
purchase or adapt the
collection vehicles.
Apparently the running
costs are much lower
and will utlimately
result in savings. It will
also be less hard on the
refuse collectors who
suffer from back and
other muscular strains
from lifting heavy bins
all day long, and who
not infrienquently are
cut by broken glass
and, even worse, on
occasions have been
pricked by used
hypodermic needles
which can penetrate
their thick gloves. So
the tale is not all bad,
but it does show far too
many signs of not
having been thought
through sufficiently.

One way system on
the Agenda again
Contentious subject

number 2 is the new
traffic package for
Caversham.  Traffic
proposals these days
must not be seen in
isolation. The package
contains a number of
good things, such as
giving buses priority by
controlled traffic lights
and by moving certain
bus stops to better sited
points. It overlooks the
need for easing the
way for pedestrians at
Henley Road, Peppard
Road, Prospect Street
junction, and the
Church Road, Church
Street, Bridge Street
junction, nor does it
give a phase for safely
turning from Church
Street into Church
Road. It is to be hoped
these will get put right
as the result of the
public consultation
exercise.

However, what has
really roused strongest
objections is  the
proposal to revive the
one way system for
Prospect Street,
Westfield Road and
Gosbrook Road. This
has  never  been
popular, though it has
been tolerated during

road works as a short
term measure. There is
nothing in these new
proposals to make
people change their
minds.

If some real gains
could be demonstrated
in the way of
improvements in the
the three streets
concerned, people
might be persuaded to
look more favourably at
the proposal, but a
vague suggestion that
there could be
improvements is not
enough. the two must
go hand in hand. Until
this can be shown, the
reaction is likely to
continue to be hostile.

None of this is to
suggest that there is not
scope for plenty of
improvement in these
three streets. Prospect
Street is dominated by
moving traffic. Try
crossing it at any point
except the pelican
crossing. Squeeze
round delivery vehicles
unable to get into the
day-long full Chester
Street car park to
service premises which
back on it. Cars
meetinghalf way along
Westfield Road where
there is parking on both
sides have a nasty
reversing jot bo do, and
for residents it is
anything but restful,
even for those living at
the end that looks
across the recreation
ground.

At the moment there
is a certain amount of
money available to
spend on an overall
improvement of traffic
movement in
Caversham. Residents
and the County must
come up with
something that will be
of lasting benefit. This
kind of opportunity
does not often occur.

Local Bridge for
local needs

Thorny topic number
3 is the long standing
one of a third Thames
bridge. Age old
friendships can be torn
asunder on this one, as
the advocates of a local
bridge for local needs
clash with those who
say such a bridge can
only be a step on the
way to a link-up
between the M4 and
M40, which will ruin
the Oxfordshire
countryside, who in
turn clas with those
who say that a major
bridge linking into the
national network is all
that makes sense.

Reading Borough
Council has now come
out firmly in favour of
the first option which

they also see as being
inextricably linked with
Reading becoming a
unitary authority,
though preferably with
more rationalised
boundaries than is at
present on offer from
the Commission. The
Borough is as adamant
as Oxfordshire County
Council that such a
bridge must not be part
of the national
network. Caversham
and District Residents’
Association has stated
that it would rather
have no bridge at all
than a motorway link-
up. Sonning,
meanwhile, even more
than Caversham, suffers
a twice daily invasion
of ‘foreigners’ through
its picturesque streets,
and across its totally
inadequate ancient
bridge.

Sooner or later these
problems have got to
be resolved. At last
some kind of
movement can be
dilii¥s¥icie S rin e lidss
Confrontation though
will get no one
anywhere. Consultation
is the only way ahead.

Caversham names

A booklet about the
names of Caversham’s
streets, buildings and
places that have a local
link will be of interest
to Caversham people.
Some names, such as
Lady Jane Court (not
even the builders
know) and Bugs
Bottom (lost in the
mists of antiquity)
cannot be explained,
but others, like
Clayfield Copse,
Coldicutt Street and
Hemdean have
interesting derivations.
Banbury Gardens
recalls Sir William
Knollys, Comptroller to
Elizabeth I, who lived
at Caversham Park. He
later became Earl of

Banbury and his
splendid tomb in
Rotherfield Greys

Church is well worth a
visit. John Malpas, the
writer of the book, says
he was depicted as
Malvolio in Twelfth
Night'because of his
susceptibilities at an
advanced age for pretty
young women.

I must advance the
claim for Sir Thomas
Posthumous Hoby of
Bisham Abbcey (also

with a splendid tombh)
for this  doubtful
honour — which is
another indication ol
how interesting this
booklel & iisa sl
available at £2.75 from

Caversham Bookshop.
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RETIREMENT OF RICHARD JACKSON AS ORGANIST AT ST BARNABAS

FTER 21 years as
organist at St
arnabas Church

Richard Jackson retired at
the end of 1994.

He returned to play at
the farewell Thanksgiving
Service for his ministry of
music at the church on 22
January, 1995. It was a
service constructed around
his favourite hymns with
appropriate readings from
Old and New Testament
and from the Akathist of
Thanksgiving by Gregory
Petrov. After the service
presentations were made to
him from congregation and
choir.

These included the book
“The Story of Christian
Music” and a cheque as
tokens of appreciation for
his ministry in Emmer
Green. He will be long
remembered at St. Barnabas
for his enthusiastic and
loyal service and lively
music; this octogenarian,
who celebrated his 82nd
birthday the day after his

apparently more energy
than many half his age.
Twenty one years at St
Barnabas was only half the
story of his musical
contribution in this area. As
Richard Jackson goes into a
musical semi-retirement (he
will still play regularly one
day a week at the
Crematorium and
occasionally help out at St
Barnabas and elsewhere) it
seems right to reveal more
of  this  remarkable
musician. I am grateful to
him for providing the basis
of this article by talking so
freely about his life.

Early Days

Although Richard does
not come from a musical
family, he has been playing
the piano since he was
three or four and started on
the organ after his
confirmation 67 years ago.
He has an obvious gift,
since from the start he

farewell service, has played four part harmeny
ANYONE FOR TENNIS?
GOME *** JOIN US'.....] PLAY

= 3 courts

= Oxfordshire leagues

Situated:-
Contact::-

Mapledurham Lawn Tenms Club

= Lively — friendly — social
= Club sessions/coaching

Excellent Value!
Membership:- family - £75 pa; adult - £50 pa; student/jn - £20 pa
Mapledurham Playing Fields
475173 or 478766
FAMILY OPEN DAY - SUNDAY, 2nd APRIL 2.00pm

EVERYBODY WELCOME

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

IN CHURCH HOUSE
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays
10am to 12 noon.

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company.

| CH

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

IROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 evenings

! HAND PAINTED CHINA ‘
By LINDA CLARKE
Christening & Wedding Plates,
Pet Portraits, Door Plaques etc.

Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-

WORKSHOPS

b |

i Tel: 481271 for details

Reduced price

BARBARA

LADIES" HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

es for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

by ear and could read
music from a very early age.

He does recall a few
lessons around the age of
10. Born in Eastwood,
Nottinghamshire, the son of
a smallholder and local
baker, he attended the local
school, previously attended
by D.H. Lawrence. At 13 he
was awarded an Intending
Teacher Scholarship, which
saw him through grammar
school and Nottingham
University, where he read
History and subsequently
gained his teaching
diploma. At this stage he
graduated from the
harmonium in the mission
church to the pipe organ in
the parish church, which he
was allowed to learn,
providing he sang tenor in
the choir.

His first appointment as
a church organist was in
1937 in Nottinghamshire,
where he was also a
primary school teacher.
However, he only held the
post for 9 months as a
consequence of a move
later in the year to another
teaching position in
Biggleswade in
Bedfordshire. It was there
he met Flora, a Scottish
teacher from Isle of Skye,
whom he subsequently
married in a hastily
rearranged ceremony on
the very day the Second
World War broke out, the
planned wedding day
having to be cancelled
because of the war.

The War Years

Like so many of his
generation, Richard’s career
was interrupted by war
service which for him was
in the Royal Army
Education Corp via the
Royal Artillery. Until just
before D-Day much of it
was spent in a home
posting in Bedford. He
recalls that, while restricted
in camp for the fortnight
before D-Day, he was called
upon to play the piano for
an hour each day, which he
did from memory without
music, and the music was
relayed to the whole depot
over the tannoy; no doubt it

“was Richard’s contribution

to keep up the morale of
the troops. He went over to
France in the July and he
says he did not get his feet
wet; the Mulberry Harbour
was by then in place!

He was there in time for
the breakthrough at Ciaen
and followed behind the
Guards, helping to set up an
administration in the
liberated towns.

He arrived in Brussels
one day after it was relieved
among scenes of great
excitement. There he says
was the highpoint of his
career, which was as the
organist at the
Thanksgiving  Service
attended by Field Marshall
Montgomery in  the
Embassy Church on the
Sunday after the liberation.
Although 'he does not
remember much of the
detail, he relates proudly “1
played him out with
Jeremiah Clark's Trumpet
Voluntary!” He remained in
Brussels for a year and saw.
service in Germany belore

Presentation to Richard Jackson

being demobbed in
February 1946.

Previous Appointments

In the early post-war
years Richard taught briefly
in Bournemouth before
moving to Oxfordshire,
where his wife taught in
Shiplake and Richard in
Benson, to where he cycled
each day from their flat in
Henley; later he taught in
Henley. At about that time
he was playing the organ at
Dunsden, which in turn led
to his appointment to the
headship of a small school
in Dunsden between 1950
and 1958. During this
period he underwent a
period of further musical
training on the organ and
gained his Associateship of
London’s Trinity College of
Music. He later moved to
Micklands School and
between 1958 and 1964 was
organist at Shiplake. The
final nine years of his
teaching career until his
retirement in April 1973
was in Maidenhead. For the

same period he was
organist at St John's
Caversham.

After retirement from
teaching Richard and Flora
intended to move to
Edinburgh to be near their
daughter and son-in-law
and might never have come
to St. Barnabas. However, in
the period that they were
trying to sell their house in
Reading, and having
resigned as organist at St.
John’s, their daughter and
son-in-law moved south to
Reading, where Richard
and Flora remained and so
Richard was able o
become the organist at St.
Barnabas.

Views and Passions

Richard speaks of the
tremendous sfaction he
has gained from playing in
the local churches. 1 am
living church music; my
head is full of tunes; music
enriches your worship:™ he

s, He certainly has a
> repertoire ol music,
much of which he can play
by car without music. He
believes that in the smaller
parish  churches it is
important that the organist
bears  in - mind  the
congregation and that the
choirs should sing with the
congregation,

Richard s also a lover of

the very best ol church
music. Every Wednesday he
and Floea listen o the radio
broadeast ot Choral

Evensong  trom  the

ol oy Vs

O. R. Jewiss

cathedrals and colleges of
our land; he has a stack of
recordings (o supplement
his listening. As often as he
can he goes to London to
attend  Evensong  at
Westminster Abbey, where
he makes certain he gets a
seat close to the choir. On
these trips he spends the
morning indulging his
other passion - art. He is a
friend of the Royal
Academy of Arts and is a
frequent visitor to their
exhibitions, as well as
visiting the National and
Hayward Galleries and the
British Museun. He is also
keen on his garden,
particularly the flowers.

Among his regrets is the
lack of tune in much of
contemporary music. He
looks back with pleasure
on the days when the
combined choirs of
Caversham got together for
the Patronal Festivals, when
the stronger choirs helped
the weaker ones. It was a
period when they all went
off and sang at St Paul's
Cathedral, Westminster
Abbey, St. George's Chapel
and at Tewkesbury.

Handel’s four
Coronation Anthems are
his favourite church music;
Michelangelo is  his
favourite artist; and the
fairly recently acquired
three manual electronic
organ at the Crematorium
is his favourite organ in
Caversham. This he will
continue to play on
Wednesdays as one of the
panel of regular organists
at the Crematorium. He is
also very fond of the litle
one manual organ at St.
Barnabas Church, but
regrets that most of the
sound goes into the choir
veslry.

Thank You,
Richard!

For almost 45 years
Richard Jackson has been
loyally, faithfully and
enthusiasitically

contributing to the worship
of many people in this area
1hmuqh hl\ music. ()Iun

l)lpli\m a marriage or a
funeral. Very many of us

owe him a debt of
gratitude. As he slips into
semi-retirement, no longer
bound to a particular organ
stool every Sunday, we
wish him and Flora a
happy, healthy and restful
time. Thank you Richard
for sharing your talent with
us for so long!

Queen Jewiss
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Where do you find

Financial Advice
that is

Independent
Local &
Free?

Richard Stainthorp

Independent Financial Adviser
Ath:rur

23 Oakley Road,
Caversham,

RG4 7RL

Tel: 01734 461656

Financial

Munagement Ltd
Regulated by the Personal Investment Authroity

- Abbeyecrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

NICKSON’S
COUNTRY SHOP

* Country Clothing and Footwear

* A range of products to suit all those with an inter-
est in the country

* Stockists of Driza-Bone, Musto, Husky, Regatta,
Hunter, Aigle and many other famous brands

* Situated next to the Esso Garage in the centre of
Caversham

* Advice free and browsers are welcome

* Country Wear and Country Wares

16, Church Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel/Fax 01734 463804

D Collinson cMpiil
CLOCKMAKER

FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM
Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.
Free local collection service

OVER 42 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

DAYLIGHT WINDOW CLEANING
DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL

A regular, all year round
family business

GERALD DAY:
TERRY DAY:

Tel: 01734 426005
Tel: 01734 420805
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ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 01734 461

‘ FLORIST

| PICTURES

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

336

OOTSIES

‘ DELIVERY SERVICE
\ WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

ALL OCCASIONS

13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

| CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.

: TELEPHONE: 01734 461070. FAX: 01734 461070

Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Surveyors & Vi
Commercial

aluations of
& Leisure

Premises for all purposes

Rent Reviews & Lease
Renewals

"

Chilvers

Page

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

01734-580656 |

Caversham

and/or housebound.

they have on file.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,

(1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:

1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely

3. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 483466

Offers of help always welcome

Rosehill W.I.

At their January meeting a
moment of silence was held
in remembrance of member
the late Mrs Pearce.

Members were reminded
that their ‘subs’ were now
due.

The walkers had two
walks and a lunch during
January and decided if the
weather was too wet they
would walk on the
pavements. Scrabble is still
enjoyed each month at 22
Courtnay Drive and new
members - would be
welcomed. A kneeler has
been ordered for members
to work and give to their
local Church, and a coffee
morning raised £33.80 for
their funds.

At the main meeting Miss
Bannon spoke and showed
how to make ribbon roses,
and members were keen to

try to make them
themselves.
Caversham W.I.

The first meeting of the
New Year saw the President
welcoming everyone for a
members’ evening. The
growing of cacti and
succulents was the subject
of the talk from fellow
member, Sally Brooker; her
knowledge and enthusiasm
were very evident.

A social time followed
and the raffle was drawn.
Advance notice was given
of the limerick competition
at the group meeting in April
so rhyming brain cells can
be sharpened.

Caversham
Afternoon T.G.

A large number of
members and visitors
braved the weather for this
the first meeting of the New
Year. The chairman gave
information on the Spring
Event “T.G. on Holiday" to

¢ COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

o GLAUCOMA TESTING

o CONTACT LENSES

o QUALITY
« SERVICE
e FASHION
e VARILUX
CENTRE
« DESIGNER FRAMES
o COMPETITIVE PRICES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL |

OPHTHALMIC

EYECARE

OPTICIANS

ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
READING TEL: (01734) 472099

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

okl

Christian Dior

be held at Twyford in May.
Members learned much
about the various classes
and competitions within this
event and plans for the
Guild's entry would soon be
under way.

An outing in March would
be to “The King and I' at the
Hexagon, Mrs E. Odey
having booked seats for
members.

The speaker, Mrs
Parsons, kept members
interested with her talk and
slides on the Grade Il listed
Mansion House in Prospect
Park. Mrs Parsons, a
member of the Civic Society,
gave her talk much
historical background; the
land, it seems, was
originally owned by the
Liebenrood family, the
house being built in 1760,
wings added forty years
later. Frances Kendrick, an
heiress pre-1700, from
Kendrick House at Whitley,
bought an estate at Calcot
and met Benjamin Child
(whom she married) by the
heart-shaped pond in the
Park. They bought the
house but she never lived
there. Nevertheless her
ghost it is said still appears
there and indeed appeared
to warn workmen of a deep
well near to the house, at
the time when Whitbreads
were excavating and
renovating in preparation for
opening what is now their
“flagship”.

Before the meeting
ended the month's birthday
people were congratulated
and the competition for a
poem was judged, Mrs D.
Smith's ‘Memories' being
narrowly the winner from
Mrs G. Gale.

Meetings are on the third
Thursday each month at
2pm in Church House. New
members/visitors are always
welcome.

Caversham

Ladies Club
Mrs Brenda Strong,

Chairman, opened the
meeting with a warm
welcome and wished all
members a Happy New
Year. The meeting was well
attended despite the
weather being so cold, but
members were soon cosy
and warm. Mrs Strong said,
before continuing with the
afternoon’s business, she
would like to ask members

attending the Christmas
lunch if they had all enjoyed
it, and all agreed it was a
lovely lunch and a happy
atmosphere. Mr Barry
Strong and his two friends
had added to the
enjoyment, playing all
through lunch and then
afterwards, playing songs all
knew which were sung with
much gusto by members,
finishing with lots of the well
known carols. A really
happy afternoon was
enjoyed by all present,
appreciation of the three
musicians was shown in the
usual applause and
Christmas wishes
expressed to all as in
previous years.

The first meeting was
given over to members'’
complaints, views, ideas,
outings efc. But there were
no complaints; all had
enjoyed past meetings, so it
came to outings. By popular
choice Bourton on the Water
came tops, so a date would
be given at the next meeting
and the outing would be a
full day one.

Chairman Mrs Strong
then proposed members
take part in a comic quiz
which was a success and
made a lovely final and
funny end, apart from the
welcome cuppa all were
waiting for before the
meeting closed.

St Peter’s Wives

Group

Caversham Plate Bell
Ringers entertained at the
well attended Christmas
party. A week later, carol
singers followed their now
traditional route in the
Sheridan Avenue area,
raising £138 before
returning to the welcome
warmth of the Chairman’s
home for mince-pies. Added
to the proceeds from
Autumn Fair, £350 was sent
to the Sue Ryder Home.

The speaker at the
January meeting was John
Rhodes, Project Manager
for the new Reading
Museum. He described the
old museum, opened in
1888, reflecting Victorian
civic pride. A large, diverse
selection of donations
flooded in. The important
Silchester collection was
loaned and the quality of
exhibits gradually improved.
An art collection was
established, while the

museum  began to
concentrate on natural and
local history.

Displays dated, but were
not improved due to
uncertainties over the
building's future. Eventually,
the Council agreed to
restoration rather than
demolition. In 1989 the
museum closed for re-
furbishment. Founded by
Saxons, a centre against
the Vikings, a great
medieval town around the

Abbey, a wealthy Victorian
town, Reading has a fine
heritage; the modernised
museum  aims  to
demonstrate  this to
townsfolk and visitors. The
first phase of this museum
opened in 1993 with
exhibits illustrating periods
of that heritage, a Silchester
area and the magnificent
Bayeux Tapestry replica,
and attracted 150,000 in a
year. Two more phases are
planned, then the
restoration of the concert
hall and finally the organ. It
is hoped for completion by
the millenium.

Emmer Green
Townswomen'’s Guild

At the first meeting of the
Emmer Green
Townswomen's Guild in
1995 the Chairman wished
all members a very happy
new year. The speaker was
Mr Martyn Allies on the
subject  “Celebrating
Columbus®. He spoke about
the life and explorations of
Columbus, who was an
Italian born in 1451, and
illustrated his talk with
slides. Columbus made four
major voyages, the most
remembered being the one
in 1502 when he discovered
mainland America, but-it
was not really until the
middle of the 18th century
that his life and
achievements were
celebrated. At that time the
Americans were looking for
a hero who wasn't English
and Columbus was an
obvious choice. A lengthy
biography was written, a
university and a state were
named after him and it was
hoped to re-name the
United States of America,
The United States of
Columbia, but a small
country in South America
beat them to it and has
been named Columbia ever
since. In 1892 the USA
issued a series of stamps to
celebrate Columbus and
Chicago held a grand
exhibition. In 1992 Spain
held their own exhibition,
EXPO ‘92, at a cost of £2
billion, in celebration of
Columbus and one wonders
who will host the
celebrations in 20927 Mrs
E. Fuller gave the vote of
thanks for a most enjoyable
and unusual talk.

The Guild continues to
be very busy with the Arts
and Crafts group making
plans for the Federation
Exhibition — T.G. Summer
Holiday - to be held at
Twyford in May.

An advance notice for
March of “An Evening with
Mrs  Gaskell” was
announced with some
recommended reading for
beforehand. The ramblers
have continued to walk
every fortnight despite very
wet weather although they
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have had to keep to roads
and walk locally. Two more
walks were scheduled when
it was hoped that the
weather would be rather
kinder than of late. The
Guild jumble sale will be
held on Saturday May 13th
in St. Barnabas' Church
Hall.

So far in 1994/5 £120.25
has been raised for “Hearing
Dogs for the Deaf’, the
resutt of various fund raising
events organised by
members. Finally it was the
Chairman’s pleasant duty to
welcome a new member,
Mrs Pat Faulkner.

Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild

THE SCENTED GARDEN

There is much more to
smelling flowers than is
generally believed. The
production and retention of
scent is dependent on
physical conditions such as
for instance the presence of
a hedge. What we used to
call attars are now known as
oils. Scents can be
classified into ten groups,
one of which, the heavy
group, can trigger asthmatic
reactions. Others are rose,
violet and aromatic groups,
while certain groups attract
only flies and smell
unpleasant. You could say
that scented flowers in a
small garden give better
value for money. Because of
them their owners go out
there and even those with
poor eyesight can find
enjoyment.

So said Mrs R. Campbell-
Preston, a student of plant
sciences, speaking at the
main guild of Caversham
Heights Townswomen in St
Andrew's hall in Caversham
in January. It was amazing
to see from the specimens
she brought along just what
would give pleasure from its
scent. Some of the keen
gardeners present bought
plants or bulbs, and Mildred
Hutchison gave a vote of
thanks on behalf of all.

It seemed like being in
the wake of one of the many
famous women travellers
such as Lady Hester
Stanhope or Freya Stark
when Mrs Sedell retuned to
social studies later in the
month. The second part of
her illustrated talk about
Nepal was another journey,
all part of a holiday with
Saga, who, it seems, do go
further than Torquay!

After a flight from
Kathmandu to see Mount
Everest, known locally as
the Black Mountain, the
party went off into the Terai
region, a flat productive land
criss-crossed by rivers in the
far west, in reality an
extension of the great Indian
plain. They came to know
more about the wildlife
there, seeing a tiger once
and learning surprising
things about elephants.

E
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2nd CAVERSHAM GUIDES KEEPING THE
THIRD WORLD

and Dogs for the Disabled

year ago 2nd
Caversham
Guides, who meet at
St Andrew’s Hall,
had a visit from Miss
Oldfield and her
friend and helpmate,
Larry. The Guides
learnt how Larry
assists Miss Oldfield
to lead an active life,
although she is
restricted with
arthritis and asthma
and has difficulty in
balancing.

When he is

wearing his harness
he can support a
wobbly person. He is

2nd Caversham Guides.

also adept at picking
things up from the
floor, fetching the
phone and answering
a whistle of distress
from his owner.
Larry is one of a
growing number of
dogs for the disabled.
Each one is trained
to meet the
individual needs of
his owner and is on
duty when wearing
his jacket.

The training and
equipment for each
dog is very expensive
so those concerned
have many ways of

— Valerie Wing

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (01734) 483744

raising money. The o

Guides had been
collecting tinfoil,
foreign coins, wool
and stamps and in
the photo are
presenting their
contribution to Miss
Oldfield on her
return visit. She told
them about a new
symbol which will be
exhibited by shops,
etc. which are happy
to allow dogs for the
disabled on to their
premises.

ome years ago Edwina Currie had the
fatuous idea that old people could keep cosy
in the winter by knitting themselves woolly

hats and scarves.

Fortunately my mother, Ruth Ortner, has a
centrally heated flat, so instead of needing to
take the above lady’s advice, she has made
some forty large knitted patchwork blankets

for SCF and Oxfam.

Not bad for nearly ninety-four years old!

B.B.

IN MEMORY - KAY CLIFFE

t is with deep regret
the recent death of
Kay Cliffe at the age of
forty-one is reported.
Some of you knew
her as a fine
dressmaker with many
happy customers,
some of you knew her
as a member and
Sunday School
teacher of the
Caversham Heights
Methodist Church,

some of you may even
have known her as
one of the best actors
in St Lawrence
Players. What you may
not have known was
that Kay was born with
a damaged heart and it
was its sudden failure
before an anticipated
transplant that caused
her death. Amongst
her many skills
though, was her ability

Phone

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Daytime 477466
Evenings 461701

PLUMBING HEATING &

St. Andrew’s Fellowship

t Andrew’s Fellowship January meeting

was very well attended for one of the
members’ well-loved type of programme.
This was a travel slide and talk by Mr John
Howes about Iceland and Greenland. Apart
from one ninety year old lady in the
gathering, no one else had been to either
country. Mr Howes had taken early
retirement from British Rail several years
ago and almost immediately embarked on
the interesting and demanding career of
arranging trips for travel firms.

This entails a wide knowledge of the
history of the country and many practical
abilities as well. It was a fascinating
evening which passed all too quickly, and it
is hoped Mr Howes will come again after
some of his future tours.

to cheer others and
work without rest in
spite of her condition.

Those who knew
her knew a caring
soul; those who knew
her will be sad at her

passing.
Donations to the
British Heart

Foundation and any
messages through
A.B. Walker.
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (01734) 472164

Reading (01734) 472346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery
John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 872103

Friends of the ‘Rcading
and District Cancer Care

COULD YOU HELP US AT OUR

CHARITY SHOP?

The purpose of the Charity is to support
patients and their families in the local
areas.

16 HEMDEAN ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Contact Phone No.: 01734 462930

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

Specialists in the restoration of period buildings

TELEPHONE 01734 483536

FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

OFFERS

ST JOHN’S CHURCH

JUMBLE SALE

on Saturday March 11th
at 2pm

Caversham Hall,
St John's Road

ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST

AND AT KEENEST PRICES

heating, bath/shower room installations &
general plumbing and electrical work and
repairs large or small

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE, CAVERSHAM
RG4 0JT (01734) 482584

r Competent tradesman will undertake central

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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PLUMBING

M. j. GODDARD

Builder and Decarator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

; e CRATEER i
\ DICK SMITH 1
3 Central Heating
~ BUILDI |
| CONTRACTOR | |ceese
i
| @ Alterations, extensions and property | K. C. BARNES
“ maintenance [ & SON
| @ First class workmanship } .
| @ Free, speedy estimates ‘ zosé::'r':h'::“d
Telephane:
Ring Reading 482504 -
° °
° °
: GARDEN MACHINERY & |PETER BURTON
° o
E SERV'CES E PAINTER & DECORATOR
¢  6BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM o i
E TEL: READING 473308 5 SUB-CONTRACT
5 Sales and Services Always large stock E GENERAL
e Agents faor of o MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
. FLYMO NEWAND @ T
®  MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED @ ADVICE
H HAYTER MACHINES -
- ATCO, etc Free estimates - Tel:- Reading
° . (0734) 470297
A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

@ 26 years experience
@ Carpet repairs

@ Re-adaptions

@ Vinyls

READING
479280/500472
Mobile:
0831 203530

D e
Over 75
Years of
Service

e~

Cyril H. Lovegrove
Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham Tel: 461393
3 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
House arrangements can be undertaken by our
caring experienced staff
% 24 Hour Service % Private Chapels of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE
PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

DOG CLIPPING, STRIPPING,
SHAMPOQOING, GROOMING
and NAIL CLIPPING

for all breeds
Telephone Barbara Hough at

CUPand STUE"

0734 478734

| all aspects of dog grooming

over 25 years experience in

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

FASHION FABRICS,
BRIDAL FABRICS,
PATTERNS,
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
DRESS MAKING & ALTERATIONS
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

[ e e o e

! STITCHIN’ TIME ;

Smiths Garden
Enterprises

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements.

High standard of service: stonewark, brickwork, rock
and water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans.
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith on
READING 473098

Viewing of completed projects arranged

Walton Adams
& Son Limited :

PHOTQGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPQORT

e

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

FIXING BY OUR QWN

W FIXING EXPERTS
- 5 e o
""" 55 Denkin Hill qu"%n_.
Caversham ”’(WFGHFE
Reading RG4 0DG

0734 478853/479163 ——

EN

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Clase,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job toa small

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of baoks,
globes and maps

Book tokens sald and exchanged

We are happy to arder any book
nat in stock

WALLABIES
BOUNCY CASTLES
Any size
Any event !

Good rates =
Good service
FUNU!

CALL 483186 ANYTIME

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST
Mrs L. McDowell B.Se:, M.Ch.S.
Clinie: 23 Conisboro Ave.,

Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appomtmem or home visit

Clean your Carpets the Prafessional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

PROFESSIONAL
LOCAL
DRESSMAKER

From a simple: skirt to
that special occasion

call JENNIE om

01734 479480

S.A.S.

Special Airport Service
LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT
COMPARES TRAINS

ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE
LICENSED CARS

READING 464114

Carpenter & Joiner
PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR
BUSINESS OR
FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(01734) 471816

I Readiog (S Peters) A. C. DUNN
Marquee | WASHING
for Hire || MACHINE
30’ x 16’ REPAIRS
Very reasonable rates MOST POPULAR MAKES
Tel. 481942 | [0734 475319

J R. McCARDLE b -
A. F. JONES
MASTER MASONS MASTER ‘
& o MASONS
ine Memorials in
Marble; Stone and Craftsmen in Stone
Granite
Restoration and all BEDFORD RD
other masanry
undertaken READING
READING 262362 RSnes
573537
1] ARTHUR
TOMALIN&SON | | BUTLER
(N.A.FD.) (Peppard)
Funeral i
Directors FUNERAL
48 New Street DIRECTORS
| Henley-on-Thames Tele p hone
Telephane 3370 (0491)
DAY AND NIGHT 573370




