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When Mapledurham had its own Post Office

POSTMAN'’S KNOCK

MDM.8.

Looking at the wooden seat in
Mapledurham churchyard this Spring
to the memory of Mrs Joyce Crocker,
Postmistress, I was reminded of the
time when Mapledurham had its own
Post Office.

There was a sub-post office here in
Victorian times and it is reputed to
have been one of the oldest in the
country. Before 1903 a Mr Frost was
in charge. The post office was in the
lodge opposite Mill house. In an
almost identical building at the other
end of the Warren (which was a
private carriage way in those days)
lived Mr Beadle, who was the
Mapledurham postman. You can still
see his home at the bottom of Grass
Hill, only now it is a private dwell-
ing. He and his family were respon-
sible for opening and shutting the at-
tractive white wooden gate across
the road which was then closed to all
but authorised traffic.

In 1903 when Mr Frost retired, Mrs
Crocker’s parents, Mr and Mrs
Burden, came from Wiltshire to take
over the business. After her parents
died Mrs Crocker subsequently
became postmistress, retiring in 1979
when the office finally closed.

A Most Important Telegram

As a girl Joyce Burden, as she was
then, always helped her parents. The
hours were long before World War I.
Originally opening time was 7am till
8pm. Later it became a twelve hour
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day opening at 8am. At one time the
post office had the only telephone in
the village and when the messages
came through an old pensioner call-
ed Miss Pocock, who lived in the
Almshouses, used to take them by
hand. Often she had to walk to
Nuney Green or Chazey Heath and
almost to Whitchurch. No doubt she
knew all the shortcuts and used foot-
paths where she could. After Miss
Pocock retired young Joyce took
over and she remembered clearly the
glass of milk and a sixpence that
awaited her whenever she called at
Chazey Court farm. Quite the most
important phone call that Mrs
Crocker had to take was in the nine-
teen thirties when a message came
through to say that Queen Mary
wished to take tea with Mrs Riddell
Blount at Mapledurham House.

By 1934 it was decided that so few
telegrams were phoned through on
Sundays and public holidays that the
post office should remain shut on
these occasions. The rest of the week
saw the village postman making the
deliveries every day by cycle wear-
ing his navy uniform piped with red
and his peaked cap. Cups of tea were
always ready for him when he reach-
ed the lodge.

Tea in the Garden

Mrs Burden served home made
teas in her garden on hot summer
days, with fresh salad from her
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Looking up the

road in Maple-
durham village
from the river.

The Post Office
and lodge stands
at the far end on
the right. This pic-
ture was taken
several years ago
and some of the
large trees are
NOw missing.

vegetable plot, for Mapledurham was
as dearly loved then as it is today and
many people enjoyed a peaceful
country walk to this pretty Oxford-
shire village.

Like so many village post offices,
Mrs Crocker had quite a little shop,
stocking cigarettes, sweets, writing
materials and a small amount of tinn-
ed food and groceries. At one time
daily papers were delivered to her
for the village folk to collect, so was
the milk.

Caversham had a postal collection
and delivery as early as 1847. Accor-
ding to a Kelly’s Post Office directory
for that year Henry Hancock was the
Receiver of Mail for the village. Let-
ters were received from Reading at
half-past seven am and half-past two
pm and dispatched at half-past eight
in the evening. By 1869 provision for
the mail in Caversham had progress-
ed and there was a wallbox at Em-
mer Green which was cleared at
11.20am and 6.50pm every weekday
and 12.20pm on a Sunday. There was
also a wallbox in Lower Caversham
which was cleared at 11.50am and
7.20pm on weekdays and 12.59pm
on Sundays. With only a handful of
houses at the top of St Peter’s Hill no
provision appears to have been made
for postal services on The Heights.
That was yet to come.

M.K.
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TALKING POINT

by

The Rev. Bill Carpenter
Vicar of St. Andrew’s

YOU ARE
WELECOME

IT was in the Autumn of 1966 when Rosemary and I saw the
advertisement board on the corner of a building site. “‘Homes
for Sale...4 Bedrooms... from £5750." It is hard to take in the
price these days, sufficient to say the mortgage put us in penury
for many years!

Homes for sale? As we picked our way through the mud,
holes and (seemingly rather small) concrete foundations on
our way to the site office, our imaginations had to work over-
time to imagine any homes there. It was cold, wet, and in-
hospitable, but the site foreman was friendly enough. We put
our name down for Plot 4, and waited with as much patience
as we could muster for something to happen.

The Trade Description Act has now put into question the
accuracy of the word HOME as a means of describing HOUSES
IN THE COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION. Rightly so, because
they are two very different things. We found this to be true,
and after much hassle with the builder and postponed moving-
in dates we finally took possession, and occupied the HOUSE.
In spite of the fact that eventually there were nine identical
houses on the estate, this one was unique because it was ours
and it was us. It very quickly became a HOME. One friend
paid us the backhanded compliment of saying that she liked
untidy homes because they were so welcoming. Well what
do you expect with four children under 10! The welcome we
offered however, was never in doubt.

On May 30th all Christians celebrated Pentecost. We recalled
the day when a small group of apostles received the gift of
the Holy Spirit and found that their lives were transformed.
Some of us will have taken the opportunity to remember the
day when we too received the same gift, either through Con-
firmation, Adult Baptism, or Commissioning.

Did we, (do we) allow the Holy Spirit make his home in us?
or are we bare empty houses — or worse, merely concrete
oversites full of potential but lacking the structure necessary
to be of any real practical value. It is through our own will-
ingness and by invitation that the Holy Spirit comes to us. Do
we welcome him in that way which is us, and as such very
special and precious to him?

The Spirit of God knocks on our door and comes in at our
behest. He accepts our untidiness and all other shortcomings
and transforms our lives just as he did so long ago to those
carly followers of Jesus. He comes to us, both as a communi-
ty and as individuals because he loves us, and only wants us
to love him in return. He comes as a friend who only wishes
for us what we wish for ourselves. He is our own experience
of God in our lives. If we welcome him into our hearts in the
way that we would welcome any very special friend into our
homes, we shall find ourselves richly blessed.

Pray these words tonight, and every night. They are the last
three lines of my favourite hymn: “Come down O love divine”
‘For none can guess its grace
Till he become the place
Wherein the Holy Spirit makes his dwelling’

The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and The Editors wish to make it

Mapledurham for the local community.
EDITORS: Mrs Margaret Baily, Mr Eric Chappell, Mr John Mullaney, Mr Kevin Corrigan, Mr Bernard Miller, c/o
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CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr. M. Staunton, 23 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7AN. Tel: 472389.
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Communion
10.00am Sunday School

St Andrew’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist
11.15am Holy Communion (not
3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion
(apart from 2nd
Sunday)
9.30am Family Service
(2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion
(1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary
School)
11.00am Family Communion
(1st and 3rd Sundays)
Morning Worship
2nd and 4th Sundays)
Family Service
(5th Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST
FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM
BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)
6.30pm (in Chapel)

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS

CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP

10.45am Worship at Mapledurham
Pavilion

METHODIST
Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (3rd Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Annes Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday
9.45am and 6.30pm
Our Lady of Caversham 8.30am and 11.15am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass
(last Sunday)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH,
York Road
1lam every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church
Street, Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House —

Meeting for Worship

7.30pm. (last Sunday)

House study groups Sept—June

Tel: 475783
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SPRING REVERIE

“‘Oh to be in England

Now that April’s there,

And whoever wakes in England

Sees, some morning, unaware,

That the lowest boughs and the brushwood sheaf
Round the elm-tree bole are in tiny leaf,

While the chaffinch sings on the orchard bough
In England — now!"’

5o wrote Robert Browning — actually it was at the beginning
of May that ‘A walk through the Bluebell Woods" set out from
Highmoor Hall. After meeting in the house for a brief time for
devotions sixteen adults (and one baby) set out into the beauify
South Oxfordshire countryside on a glorious sunny day to wajk
to Nuffield. We were provided with a picnic lunch, and 3 Jis;
of 36 different kinds of wild flowers which we might find, ang
guided by Ann managed to find all but four, The trees were
bursting into new growth and we were entertained by varie(
birdsong as we walked. The bluebell woods were breathtaking]y
beautiful, especially as we approached Nuffield.

We were met by the Rector, who provided drinks to 80 with
our lunch and we rested on the Rectory lawn to enjoy a break
We visited the Church and looked in the Churchyard for the
many varieties of wild flowers which grow naturally there

The return journey was via an ancient track called English Lane
and again we saw carpets of bluebells.

Many thanks to Ann for this happy day, and to her helpers
for the excellent lunch. This 6 mile bluebell walk cannot be
repeated until next spring, but the very varied Highmoor Hall
programme may offer something that will interest you - con-
tact Ann Persson for a copy. The address is Highmoor Hall,
Highmoor, Henley-on-Thames RG9 5DH Tel: 0491 641543

B.M.

The Vine

A place of Christian
Listening

June 10th & 16th Quiet Days

June 24th Listening to God through
Painting

June 30th Fellowship Day

For more information contact

Fi Radford — Tel 483965

ST. MARGARET'S MAPLEDURHAM

clear that the views expressed MIDSUMMER
in this newspaper do not
necessarily reflect the opinion MASQ] E

of the board.
Published by Caversham Ericaystath Sdnejat’g pim:
Christian News Ltd, Church (group from

Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: Reading 471703.
Typeset by Right Image Graphics Co.
Ltd., Unit 1, 151-155 Cardiff Road,
Reading. Printed by Reading
Newspaper Printing Company

Limited, Portman Road, Reading

SAINSBURY SINGERS)
Saturday 19th June at 8 p.m.
(ERLEIGH CANTORS)
Tickets — Parish Office or
475977 or 473725

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

4. Give information regarding the many
local charitable & caring organisations
they have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday

9.30-11.30am
Tel: 483466

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE
THE “‘POP-IN"" CENTRE

A place to relax quietly, find somepne to
talk to or obtain help. Coffee available.
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am to
12 noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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DESTRUCTION
OF VALLEY
CONTINUES

AFTER Easter, the
Oakley Road-
Hemdean Road-
Rotherfield Way
junction was re-
opened and traffic,
including buses,
could once more
flow along these
through routes. The
road works then
moved into the nor-
thern section of
Hemdean Road,
where they pro-
ceeded to harass
those living in their
vicinity with noise,
dust and general
upheaval. As before,
heavy equipment
and materials are left
piled up in the road
protected by
nothing but a strip
of plastic or some
nylon netting, an ir-
resistable tempta-
tion to children
playing outside on
light evenings.
Higgs and Hill
meanwhile plead
difficulties of exer-
cising control over
their contractors
when faced with
proven infr-
ingements of their
planning

conditions.

Their houses con-
tinue to spread
along the side of the
valley. Their glossy
sales brochure
speaks of high quali-
ty homes in an at-
tractive rural set-
ting. A delightful
photograph of the

RESIDENTS™ VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

Warren in autumn
sunlight decorates
the cover. Inside
they are even
shameless enough
to use a picture of
Bugs Bottom before
they spoiled it to il-
lustrate its rural set-
ting. (Surely there is
something for the
Advertising Stan-
dards Authority
here.) Pictures of St.
Peter’s Church and
the riverside all tell
of a settled welcom-
ing community
without a mention
of the united and
sustained opposi-
tion to this damag-
ing and unwanted
development.
Several protestors
have already visited
the site at weekends
when the sales of-
fice is open and ask-
ed pointed ques-
tions. Anyone who
feels like mounting
a small peaceful
demonstration there
should not hesitate
to do so. Higgs and
Hill have objected
to what they call
acts of vandalism
such as the painting
over of signs
(though they cannot
compare with their
own acts of van-
dalism in destroying
the wvalley), and
these cannot be
condoned, even if
the strength of feel-
ing behind them can
be understood. A
few home made
posters can make
equally telling
points. Keep ears

and eyes open for
notice of possible
organised protests.

PLANNING
DECISIONS

Warren House in
St. Peter's Avenue
has been at the cen-
tre of planning con-
troversy for some
years. Its impor-
tance lies in the
visual impact of its
grounds as seen
from the other side
of the river. Already
trees (some pro-
tected) have been
felled there in
hopeful anticipation
of permission being
granted for flats and
houses on the site.
Now plans for a
block of six flats and
another four have
been refused at
public inquiry level.
It is to be hoped
that this is the last to
be heard of efforts
to over-develop this
site and that permis-
sion already granted
to convert the
house itself will be
regarded as suffi-

cient. Unfortunately
the trees already
felled have left a gap
in the wooded
coverage of the
Warren escarpment.

Plans for a petrol
station, car-wash
and valeting service
just off the big
Richfield Avenue
roundabout have
been refused, but
nevertheless, one
will go there all the
same, because
another set of plans
gained consent in
1991. Work this one
out if you can. The
law, as Mr. Bumble
said, is an ass, and
hes had mno ex-
perience of plann-
ing laws. What
everyone knows is
that a petrol station
so close to a large
busy roundabout
can only increase
the hazards already
existing there.

By an error, it was
stated in the April
issue of the Caver-
sham Bridge that
plans for a thirty-six
hole golf course in
the Mapledurham

Y our New Local
Building Society
P
N&P _

National & Provincial Building Society

In Caversham
together with

RICHARD NOLAN & COMPANY
(Caversham) Ltd.
18 Bridge Street, Caversham,
READING, Berks. RG4 8AA
Tel: (0734) 475555

SAVINGS & PERSONAL CREDIT

MORTGAGES . . . . . . INSURANCE

ANGLICAN

Road. Tel: 479130.
471703)

Rd. Tel: 472788.
478239.

METHODIST

Tel: 482530.
UNITED REFORMED

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Tel: 723418.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel:
The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate
The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.
The Rev. Stephen Rowe, The Rev. Christine Rowe,
The Vicarage, St John’s Road. Tel: 471814.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caver-
sham Park Village. Tel. 475152.

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
The Rev Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138.

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South
View Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.

Estate had been
refused. In fact, a
decision was
deferred.

HARD WATER

People who have
lived any length of
time in the chalky
areas of southern
England are familiar
enough with the
problems of hard
water, but in recent
years in the Caver-
sham area it seems
to have got harder.
Equipment furs up
in no time and taps,
baths and wash
basins require more
frequent and
vigorous cleaning. It
is not all imagina-
tion. Since the
opening up of sup-
plies from South
Oxfordshire, tests
show that water in
this area is indeed
harder than in the
rest of Reading by a
noticeable margin.
It is however not
nearly as hard as
that in the areas
around Twyford
and Shiplake.
Nevertheless there
is a feeling that in
those places where
the hardness of
water is above a cer-
tain level, there
should be a reduc-
tion in the water
rate to compensate
for the extra ex-
penses involved in
descaling, cleaning

and damage to
equipment.

NEW
BUS LANE

The new bus lane
in Church Street led
to angry reactions
when it was first in-
troduced as traffic
piled up and
motorists were late
for work. How far
this was due to road
works further along
the route into
Reading town cen-
tre and to motorists
being unprepared
for it (advance
publicity was
minimal) and how
far to the bus lane
itself, was not clear
and is still not clear

at the time of
writing. It only
covers a short

distance and as most
of the delay to buses
occurs in making
the right hand turn
out of Hemdean
Road it might have
saved more time
and avoided the
wrath of motorists if
priority had been
given to buses turn-
ing out of Hemdean
Road instead of
making a bus lane.

With public
transport being the
only long-term
answer to ever in-
creasing congestion
on our roads,
anything that im-
proves it is to be
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welcomed. The
private car has its
uses, but there are
places, mainly in ur-
ban areas, where it
must take second
place to pubic
transport. -

SPRING
BURSTS OUT

Easter Sunday’s
weather did not
reflect the message
of the festival this
year, but in spite of
earlier impressions,
there were still plen-
ty of daffodils
around, though St.
Peter’s churchyard
display had faded.
Contrary to the
poet’s plaint,
modern daffodils do
not ‘haste away so
soon’ but stay with
us for anything from
the end of January
till well on in April,
and even longer in
the shops.

By then we are
regaled with the
magnificent annual
display of bluebells
in our local
beechwoods, all
fresh and green and
fringed with cherry
blossom. We are
fortunate in Caver-
sham to live so close
to beautiful coun-
tryside. No wonder
local people are so
protective when
it is threatened
by unsuitable
development.
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Wedding Photography <
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIIP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
0734 479450 0734 475656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JL

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

=
<,
’/,/‘
e

SATURDAY 19th JUNE
2 -4 pm
BROWNIES, GUIDES AND RANGERS
SUMMER FETE
Rectory Garden, Church Road
Lots of Stalls, Raffle,
Refreshments

BASIC RATE PAYERS
HUSBAND & WIFE ....
(Includes home visit)

TAX RETURNS

Small Business Returns from

ﬂx Saving Adv;ce:

W. GROVE A.C.1.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 8XE Tel: (0734) 477032

18 years experience

With all allowances a married couple could earn up to £12,000 Tax Free

............... £150 per year

S L)
o £79,
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BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

| 14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461336.

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461070. FAX: 0734 461070

( CAKE CREATIONS

22 School Road, Tilehurst, Reading
Tel/Fax (0734) 453001
AMPLE FREE PARKING
* The Thames Valley's newest and largest
SUGARCRAFT and NEEDLECRAFT stockist.
Visit CAKE CREATIONS and select all your
needs for cake sugarcraft.

* Ribbons % Icing * Modelling Paste *
Almond Paste * Cakeboards and Drums *
Stands and Tins for Sale or Hire.

* Large Choice of Cake Decoration Accessories
* Chocolate and Confectionery Moulds and
Accessories Stocked % All Your Party Time
Disposables - Paper Plates - Cups etc.

* Large Range of NEEDLECRAFT Kits and
Accessories Available. DMC Creative World
Main Agent.

* Open for a 6 full days per week.

CAVERSHAM
PRIMARY
SCHOOL
Dear Sir,

Why is it that you
felt that the letter —
"Which Way ahead
for our Primary
Schools?”" should be
placed on the front
page of the April edi-
tion of the Caversham
Bridge instead of in the
Postbag Section on
page 2, and is it usual
to publish anonymous
letters? Could it be that
you wanted it to have
the maximum impact
before the ballot of
parents which took
place in April? If so, |
feel this is very unfair.

Both the
Headteacher  and
Governors have been
very fair in all the infor-
mation they have
given to the parents of
Caversham Primary.
They were asking the
parents if they wanted
their school tc become
grant maintained. Un-
fortunately a minority
of politically motivated
parents felt that they
must act in an
underhand manner,
circulating leaflets to
selected  parents
which at times con-
tained Inaccurate in-
formation, thus put-
ting doubts into the
minds of some
parents. They also, |
believe were imperti-
nent enough to ask
some parents how
they would be voting.

Grant Maintained
Status does not affect
the school’s relation-
ship with the com-
munity — just the
Local Education
Authority. Therefore |
feel that it was a mat-
ter for the parents of
Caversham Primary to
discuss and decide
and the front page of
the Caversham Bridge
seems a very Inap-

POSTBAG

propriate forum
indeed.

Yours etc
E. Brunwin, A parent,
employee and wife of
a School Governor
4 Albert Rd,

Caversham

Dear Sir,

| have always con-
sidered the Caversham
Bridge to be an enter-
taining ‘read’. It pro-
vides a balanced col-
lection of local views
and news, without
political influence — or
so | thought.

On the front page of
your April issue was a
letter from a ‘concern-
ed parent’ in respect
of Caversham Primary
School and grant
maintained status.

If the Caversham
Bridge is to print this
sort of letter, | and
many others would
have expected a com-
ment from the subject
concerned — in this
case Caversham
Bridge or its Governing
Body. | am sorry that
the Caversham Bridge
has fallen into the trap
of political pawn.

Yours etc.

J. Cottam
27 Kidmore Road,
Caversham.

Editors’ Note

""Postbag’’ is fit-
ted in wherever
convenient and
not necessarily on
page 2, and it so
happened that in
the April edition a
space on the front
page was used
for a longer letter.

No bias was
intended.
COUNTRY PARK
Dear Sirs,

Instead of golf
courses, which very
few local people
would use, have the
owners of the
Mapledurham estate

considered a country
park that would offer
a wide range of
leisure facilities and
would be open to
many more people? It
might be possible, for
example, for such a
park to include a
“pitch and putt”’
course that could be
used by all the family.

| believe there would
be widespread local
support for the right
kind of planning ap-
plication for such a
park.

Yours etc.

John Madeley
19 Woodford Close,
Caversham.

THAMES VALLEY
ASSOCIATION
FOR VICTIM
SUPPORT
SCHEMES

Dear Sir,

| would like to ask
your help on behalf of
the Thames Valley
Association for Victim
Support Schemes. We
are currently setting up
a new service in the
Reading Crown Court
to provide help and
support for victims and
witnesses of crime
who are having to at-
tend court pro-
ceedings. As you will
appreciate, this can be
a very upsetting ex-
perience and the Vic-
tim Support Scheme is
hoping to alleviate this
with the help of train-
ed volunteers.

If you are aware of
any individuals who
may have some time
to spare for this worth-
while project, or you
could make this infor-
mation known to your
congregation  via
Church magazines or
notice boards etc. it
would be much ap-
preciated. Volunteers
are welcomed from all
sectors of the com-

munity and training
will ~ be  given.
Volunteers will be
reimbursed travelling
expenses and will be
provided with lunches
whilst on duty.

We are hoping to
have this scheme
operating very soon
and would be most
grateful if you could
publicise our urgent
need for volunteers.

Yours etc.
Janet Pettipher,

Court Co-ordinator
Witness Support
Scheme, Reading,
Artillery House,
Tilehurst Road,
Reading. Tel: 393807

BOSNIAN
REFUGEES
Dear Editors,

The Bosnian
refugees mentioned
on the front page of
May’'s ‘‘Caversham
Bridge'* have now
been here just over six
months and are at last
allowed to seek jobs.
They appreciate that
this is difficult enough
for British people, and
that they must be
selected entirely on
merit in the face of
local competition.

However, these
refugees are not
peasants, and have
professional and trade
skills which could
bring a new aspect to
local work, proving of
extra benefit to British
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employers.

The range of
abilities they have in-
cludes: Qualified Ar-
chitects (including ad-
vanced commercja|
building techniques),
motor engine foundry
and factory manage-
ment, electrical equip-
ment manufacture and
sales, Geography and
History Tutoring, food
& drink laboratory
analysis, de luxe
chocolate manufac-
ture and sales, local
government, motor
transport costs
monitoring, sales pro-
gression and credit

control, shoe and
other leather goods
manufacture  and

repair, commercial
motor vehicle driving,
bank clerical and elec-
tronic communica-
tions. Many have
keyboard skills, and
some of the ladies are
particularly adept at
lace-making and other
needlework,  and
cookery, especially
"“party delicacies"’.

If any of your
readers could suggest

approaches which
might be made
towards finding

employment for these
worthy people, even
on a temporary basis,
the writer would be
very glad if they would
let any of the Editors
know.

(Name and address
supplied)

For that special

Evening Gowns

FROX

occasion

and
Cocktail Wear

|  HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

NOW OPEN IN THE HEART OF CAVERSHAM

Canservatree/&

PRINT AND DESIGN CENTRE

* Printing
* Graphic Design
* Fax Bureau

* Photocopying
* DTP Studio for own use
* Retail Stationery

The Courtyard, 36b Church Street, Caversham
(Located in Chester Street Car Park)
For a print quotation, paper samples or further details
Telephone: Reading 479120

ST PETER’S

CAVERSHAM

GRAND FETE

Ve

Caversham Court

Stalls, Sideshows, Train Rides,
Punch and Judy, Music, Dancing, Races

Open at 2pm
Admission Free

Details: 0734 475350 or 0734 478081

ST MARGARET'S
MAPLEDURHAM

S

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -
Property Maintenance - Patios
Intemal & External Decoration

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055
R il

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG4 0DN
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~ IN THE STEPS OF
- WILLIAM CAREY

Society.

A tour of Bangladesh and India to mark the
Bicentennial of the Baptist Missionary

Part Two INDIA

IN Bangladesh, the par-
ty was informed that
plans were made to be
changed. This reminder
was also true of the In-
dian part of the tour,
but at least more war-
ning was given. On ar-
rival in Dhaka it was
discovered that no
tickets had been book-
ed for the flight to
Calcutta — both the
British & the
Bangladeshi tourist
companies thought the
other had done so!
Tickets were obtained,
but on 2 separate
flights. At least the
later flight was not the
2 hours late some
feared it could be. The
flight from Calcutta to
Varanasi had been
withdrawn from the
timetable, so the party
had a train journey

after all, but at the ex-
pense of seeing various
places in Calcutta and a
night's sleep. In Delhi a
rally had been planned
by the opposition party
the day after the group
was to leave for home.
The Government had
banned this and
thousands of troops
were drafted in as was
evidenced by the hun-
dreds of tents erected
outside the Fort. It was
decided that it was ad-
visable to leave a day
early and the last night
was spent in Bombay.
This proved to be a
bonus.

The first day in India
was spent visiting Ser-
mapore, where Carey,
Marsham & Ward settl-
ed and worked for so
many years. It was the
focal point of the tour

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

CLOCKMAKER

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French aqd
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

picture: J. Sawyer

and especially signifi-
cant for Edward
Williams, the group’s
escort, and Rosemary
his wife who had lived
and worked there for
10 years from late
1950’s. Carey certainly
put his motto ‘‘Expect
great things from God.
Attempt great things
for God"’ into practice.
George Smith his
biographer wrote
‘‘Carey was successive-
ly, and often at the
same time, a captain of
labour, a printer, the
developer of ver-
nacular speech, the ex-
pounder of classical
language, the
translator, the purifier
of the society, the wat-
chful philanthropist,
and the saviour of the
widow and fatherless’’.
He founded the oldest
private college and
University in India and
it is still flourishing to-
day. The ecumenical
Theological College
draws students from all
over India and the
University draws
students from the local
area. Members of the
party were able to meet
many of the
Theological College’s
staff and some of the
students in their can-
teen, visited the Carey
museum for which a
larger building is being
constructed, walked
round the cemetery
where Carey, Mar-
shman & Ward and
members of their
families are buried, saw
the Church which was
their original home,
relaxed in the guest
quarters of Carey’s old
house and prayed in
the college chapel.

Varanasi station was
reached at 2.30 am
after a 14 hour journey
in 2nd class carriages

with couchettes. The
early part of the
journey was enlivened
by conversations with
students and other
fellow passengers. At
5.00 am the wake-up
calls were made at the
hotel and after tea and
toast, the latter only
arriving at the last
minute, the group was
on the bus, heading for
the river to see the
sunrise and the pilgrims
bathing in the Ganges.
The guide had some
trouble in finding a
boat at a suitable price
to take the party down
stream and back. It was
a special festival day
and the shores were
crowded with people,
but there was room for
pats of cow dung and
washing to be dried on
the terraces. Later in
the day the temple on
the site where Buddha
preached his first ser-
mon, was visited. Its
walls were covered
with paintings telling
his life story.

The Taj Mahal lived
up to its expectations.
After driving through
noisy, narrow and dir-
ty streets for so much
of the time entering the
extensive, well cared
for grounds was like
reaching an oasis in the
desert. Plenty of time
was available to soak in
the atmosphere before
visiting the Red Fort
down the river. Its size
surprised everyone and
the marble with inlaid
semi-precious stones
was a beautiful sight.

Sunday morning saw
most of the party wor-
shipping at St. James
Church, Delhi. It is near
the University of St.
Stephen’s Christian
hospital. Many of the
staff there are regular
members of the con-
gregation. It is part of
the Church of North In-
dia and Sheila Samuels,
a B.M.S. Missionary, is
married to the
Presbyter. Sheila later
hailed taxis and took
the group to see over
the hospital where she
is the chaplain. It has a
large maternity unit
and has now opened a
department where
open heart surgery is
carried out.

Tours of both New:
and Old Delhi were
made and the
spaciousness of New
Delhi was in marked
contrast to most towns.
Parliament buildings,
government offices and
embassies all were laid
out in extensive
grounds. The simple
Ghandi  memorial,
though rather crowded
with people, impressed
the group. Most
members visited the
Fort twice — once to
see Son et Lumiére
which depicted the
history of the fort from
its building by Shah
Jahan in the 17th cen-
tury to the arrival of

British troops in the
19th — the 2nd time to
see it in daylight. It is
very impressive.

Time was found to
visit the offices of the
Baptist Union of Nor-
thern India and the
B.M. Gange Girls’
Secondary School. The
latter has a very
energetic principal
under whose leader-
ship an extensive
building programme
has been implemented,
6 computers have been
installed and up to date
texts books are in use.

The group was glad to
see something of Bom-
bay — to walk along the
front towards one of
the harbours, to have
lunch in the hotel's
revolving restaurant, to
see the Gateway to In-
dia and take a boat trip
to Elephanta Island. On
arrival at the latter
about 200 steps, lined
with stalls, were climb-
ed to reach the cave in
which images of Shiva
had been carved.

Contrasting pictures
are left. The first of
crowds of people in-
cluding many pressing,
pathetic beggars and
the hordes of vendors
by all the tourist sites.
The latter worked on
the assumption that
people wanted to buy
their wares and it was
a matter of negotiating
a price. ‘‘Very good
price’’ was their cons-
tant cry.

The second picture is
of Jesudas Tiwari (Ser-
vant of Jesus). He was
born into a high caste
Brahmin family, was
educated at a Christian
school. Later he found
that by himself he had
not the strength to
resist temptations
peculiar to a young
man. In desperation he
prayed to the Jesus he
had heard about at
school saying ‘‘Lord if
you are there, save me
from myself.”” He
found that he was
given the strength he
needed and committed
himself to Christ. When
he told his family of his
decision they were
furious. They tried to
poison him and when
this failed had him
commited to a mental
asylum. It was only
through the influence
of Christian friends
that he was released.
His family then sent
him to Ghandi whose
advice was to follow
the path wherein he
was convinced the
truth lay. Jesudas went
on to study Theology,
spent some time at
Regents Park College
Oxford, and became a
translator, lecturer and
renowned scholar. He
is a very humble man
and in his long white
Indian shirt, dhoti and
shawl over his shoulder
is a centre of calm and
tranquility.
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- Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

Holloway's 3]

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents to a single item
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice.
Entries for future sales invited
Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes
The professional alternative to London

(Gail SpenceN

Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold in
Caversham for 17 years, and
my business is built on
personal recommendation.

I buy all types of antiques

and collectors items, especially
furniture, silver and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and houses cleared.

For expert advice call me on 473011
Qere is no charge, and no obligation J

CLAY TIME

Hobby Ceramic Centre
27 Farnham Drive
(Shopping Centre)

Caversham Park Village

Reading (0734) 462212

Try a creative new hobby, relax and
forget your worries.
Call in for a chat and see what you
can do.
NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
FREE TUITION GIVEN
100s of items to choose from.
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES.

Also open Monday & Wednesday evening
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WE discovered recently
that in Berkshire there is
nothing quite like Caver-
sham Park Church!

For the first time Chur-
ches Together in
Berkshire had brought
together representatives
from all Local
Ecumenical Projects
(LEPs) and Covenanting
Churches. The purpose
of the Consultation,
which was held shortly
before Easter at Trinity
Church, Lower Earley,
was to share ex-
periences, express needs
which might be met from
outside their Church and
to hear something for
ecumenical development
in the future. Four
representatives were
present from Caversham
Park Church.

Surprisingly there are
only ten Churches which

fall into the category of
the Consultation and two
of those are not official
LEPs or Covenanting
Churches. Among those
that are official some
have yet to agree their
constitution. There are
three official LEPs:
Caversham Park, Trinity
Lower Earley and
Woosehill; each with a
different mix of
denominations. Trinity
has its own church
building, Woosehill is
currently building and
Caversham Park are
looking at the possibility
for the future. Among
others there is a shared
church building in Cip-
penham, an embryonic
LEP in Thatcham, a
Covenant and Joint
Ecumenical Council for
central and west-central
Slough, a shared church

but no agreement in
Bracknell, and a Joint
Church in Woodley.
There are Covenants in
Theale and Newbury.
The sharing of ex-
periences was the most
rewarding part of this
Consultation, for, as will
now be apparent, every
Ecumenical Church is
different. There are no
common constitutions or
covenants but each has
developed to meet the
needs of the local Chris-
tian community and
therefore each brings
something special to our
ecumenical understan-
ding and development.
The ecumenical body
Churches Together in
Berkshire sponsors all
the official LEPs and
Covenanting Churches.
Their periodic review
process ensures that

o COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

o GLAUCOMA TE
e CONTACT LEN
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TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
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e QUALITY

o SERVICE E
o FASHION £

e VARILUX
CENTRE

EYECARE

OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS
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o DESIGNER FRAMES ~~—]

o COMPETITIVE PRICES

ao

ROBIN JAMES

44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

READING

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

Ryf ZEISZ .
Christian Dior J....L.

& PARTNERS

TEL: (0734) 472099

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type *
* Security lighting %
* Appliance testing to latest test requirements x
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %

* Established 20 years %

Phone: 0734 475133 Mobile: 0836 222137

each development has
the benefit of indepen-
dent outside advice. The
County Ecumenical Of-
ficer on behalf of Chur-
ches Together in
Berkshire has a con-
siderable enabling role.
From the comments at
the Consultation this is
all greatly valued.
Denominational support
appears to vary, but is
backed by denomina-
tional Ecumenical Of-
ficers. These new
ecumenical churches
which cross denomina-
tional boundaries clearly
have to be protected
legally but the paper-
work involved often
proves to be irksome.

Those of us in our
denominational ghettos
have much to learn from
these ecumenical
developments. Clearly it
is through their ex-
periences that there will
be a move forward to
church unity and not
from anything imposed
from the top. One thing
this commentator learnt
from the Consultation is
that there are lively
pockets of church unity
in our county where the
Holy Spirit is working
and he is weaving a rich
tapestry far removed
from church uniformity.

Our pictures show the
Revd Phil Abrey reveal-
ing all about Caversham
Park Church to a
Workshop Session of in-
tensely interested people
and Sister Janet Wilcox,
the Churches Together
in Berkshire County
Ecumenical Officer, ad-
dressing the Consulta-
tion on one of the formal
sessions.

0. Jewiss
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BISHOP’S CHORISTER

Once again St. Peter’s choir has produced a top singing voice.
Our picture shows Jennifer Walker flanked by Canon Kingsbury
(Rector) and Andrew Bosley (organist and choirmaster). She will
receive her award from the Bishop of Oxford in the autumn.

3 =
S. Walker

WINDSWEPT
GREETINGS!

A yellow balloon was
picked up in Peppard
road at Easter bearing
the following happy
message:

HAPPY
EASTER!
Jesus Lives!
Love from
Wesley
Methodist
Church
Queens
Road
Reading

1. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken
New and used car sales

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

* X % %
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AROUND THE CHURCHE

BAPTIST ASSEMBLY

THIS year the
Assembly, at which
the reports of both
the Baptist Union
and the Baptist Mis-
sionary Society are
‘presented, was held
at Nottingham
University. The cam-
pus is large, not
unlike that of
Reading University
and the food was
good. It was too good
in the light of reports
from Zaire that there
was not enough food
available for all
members of many
families to have even
one meal a day.

The theme of the
Assembly was The
Fullness of Christ
and its development
took the delegates
into many surprising
places. Each day
started with prayers
at 7.30 am in the
halls of residence
and the evening ses-
sions were held in
the Royal Concert
Hall. At the first of
the latter, newly ac-
credited ministers
were presented and
the President, the
Rev. Brian Haymes,
Principal of the Nor-
thern Baptist College
gave the address, in-
troducing the theme.
Home Mission was
the concern of the
second evening
when the new Bap-
tist Union Video,
““Where it matters —
there you'll find us”’
was shown, and the
Archbishop of
Canterbury spoke of
‘“The Power and the
Glory.’” The last
evening was focuss-

ed on overseas mis-
sion. Those soon to
g0 overseas were
bade farewell and
the Rev. Dr. John
Sundquist, the Direc-
tor of the Board of
Internal Ministries of
the American Baptist
Church spoke about
the ‘‘Lunacy of
Love.”

During the 4 days
there were 6 seminar
sessions all relating
to mission. There
were at least 40
titles, ranging from
Spirituality and Mis-
sion or Mission and
Scripture to Mission
and Ecology or Mis-
sion and Economics.
Crossing Cultures for
Christ, Mission and
the Workplace and
Shopping as World
Christians were also
included. They were
all exploring the
ways in which the
theme ‘‘The Fullness
of Christ,”” could be
implemented and
Brian Haymes ad-
dress be put into
practice. He em-
phasised that we
should be the Church
from Monday to
Saturday, and not
just on Sunday. It
should not be just a
place of escape but
should be involved in
reconciliation,
redemption, and
renewal of the whole
world. He stated that
we live with powers
that can be liberating
or demonic. It took a
long time for Chris-
tians to realise that
the slave trade was
wrong, but today
many people are
slaves to hunger,

abuse and poverty.
Many Africans for
example have a har-
rowing story to
relate and their con-
dition is exacerbated
by debt, and ex-
ploitation by the
Western nations. Are
we being slow in
recognising that
Christians must take
a stand against to-
day’s slavery? Scrip-
ture confronts us
with a large picture
of Christ, but it
should not just be
spiritualised. The
Assembly was
reminded that God in
His grace has called
the Church to be the
Kingdom of God on
Earth and that we
should continue to
grow into Christ.

Throughout the
sessions it was evi-
dent that personal
salvation and com-
mitment to Christ is
only a beginning, an
essential beginning.
Through the working
of the Holy Spirit in
the lives of Chris-
tians, the implica-
tions of this commit-
ment have to be put

into practice in the
world as it is today.
At least 2 practical
steps were taken! At
the Public Resolu-
tions session resolu-
tions concerning 1)
Africa, 2) Poverty
and 3) The funding
of Drug and Alcohol
Rehabilitation cen-
tres were passsed
and will be sent to
appropriate bodies.
At the Shopping as
World Consumers
session Mr. Phil
Wells, author of
Global Consumer,
spoke about the
organisation that
was looking to the
working conditions
of people particular-
ly in the food in-
dustry, right back to
the primary pro-
ducers. If these are
reasonable in the cir-
cumstances, firms
who apply would be
granted a licence and
could then mark
their goods to this ef-
fect. Shoppers could
then see at a glance
whether workers
had a fair deal.
Watch for the launch
of this scheme in the
Autumn.

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH
CELEBRATES THE LAST
SUPPER IN THE CONTEXT
OF A MEAL

0. Jewiss

THE picture shows some of the congregation of almost 70
who gathered in St. Barnabas Hall on the evening of Maun-
dy Thursday for a celebration of the Eucharist in the con-
text of a meal. For many this was a very moving experience
as we progressed through the Eucharist between courses
and finally moved as a body into a darkened St. Barnabas
Church for a vigil until midnight.

This is now the third successive year St. Barnabas has
begun its observances of Jesus’ death and resurrection in
this way. It has become a very valuable part of our worship.

2ND CAVERSHAM GIRLS’ BRIGADE

Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

AFTER taking part in the London trials held at Latymer Upper School, Ham-
mersmith a team of Junior girls from 2nd Caversham Company took part
in the National Team Games final at The Royal Albert Hall on May 8th.
The games were part of the Girls" Brigade Centenary Rally and Display.

Brigaders and Senior Girls from the Company also entered a National
Competition to design and make a Banner. The aim was to show Girls’
Brigade as an International and Christian Organisation. Two Banners were
entered and the Banner featuring the Dove and the Brigade Motto “‘Seek,
Serve and Follow Christ” was chosen as one of the three winning ban-
ners and will now go forward to represent England and Wales at the In-
ternational Competition to be held at Dublin.

2nd Caversham Company meet at Caversham Heights Methodist Church
on a Thursday evening. There are also Companies at Wycliffe Baptist and
Whitley Hall and West Reading Methodist Churches.

— E.S. Archer
""Walking in the footsteps of God’’ Palm Sun-
day walk from St. Peter’s Church, Caversham
to St. Margaret’s, Mapledurham.

Where We Buy
Campers Come & Sell
Back row: Rosalyn May, Emma Lawrence, Checper Ccmpers

Laura Gelsthorpe, Becky Holmes,

Stacey Bennett, Sophie Gelsthorpe

Front row: Louise Armitage, Michelle Boucher,
Louise Armstrong, Laura Peirce.

cAVERS

mﬂh"”"%

34 Ardler Road (off Gosbrook Road), Lower Caversham, Reading
Tel: (0734) 461834; evenings 473560

@

SIS

Back row: Kirsty Loader, Kirsty Knotts, Cap-
tain, Mrs Valerie Keating, Lieutenant, Mrs

Eileen Herbert,
Gelsthorpe
Front row: Stacey Bennett, Rosalyn May.

Georgine Edward, Laura

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756 .

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

ul =

LPPROMD CONTRACTOR

Reading, RG4 7EZ
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ST LUKES
RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

This lovely, purpose built home is situated
in a quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer
a high standard of care in a warm and cosy
atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with
an up to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management

team on:
(0734) 461424

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

FLAMINGO . fashion fabrics

A superbly different collection of
fashion fabrics to suit all tastes,
occasions and budgets.

Also paper patterns, haberdashery etc.

SUMMER AWAKENS

DURING a visit to Kings
Meadow in early April,
I was delighted to see
my first Swallow and
Sand Martin of the
year, with six more of
the latter species just a
few days later.

Cormorants, which
Mr. John Roberts
(R.0.C.) regularly
witnesses from his of-
fice, are currently still
to be seen commuting
between Theale and
Henley Road gravel-
pits. Shortly, this move-
ment will cease as they
return to their coastal
quarters.

It has to be said that
the eastern end of
Kings Meadow, just
before Nurdin &
Peacock, is a surpris-
ingly good ‘look-out’
point for migrants, in-
cluding raptors. My
own list includes Slavo-
nian Grebe, Red-
throated Diver, Shag
(all three species on
Thames below the
weir), Osprey,
Goshawk, Hobbies (an-
nually), Common Terns
(daily in summer), with
Siskin, Redwing and

Fieldfare in winter.

Early this morning, as
if to confirm the arrival
of Spring, I was glad-
dened, yet saddened,
to hear my first
Blackcap in l-{emdean
House School’s
sycamore trees. As an-
ticipated, at this earlier
period of migration, its
visit was brief. In re-
cent years however,
these Sylvia and
Phylloscopus warblers
which once bred within
the School grounds,
have been deterred by
the persistent clatter of
petrol and electric
motors throughout
Spring and Summer in
this area.

I thus felt privileged
to be standing in my
open, back doorway,
listening to the
Blackcap’s beautiful
melody, bringing with
it nostalgic memories
of yester-years, when
the variety of bird-song
was listened to with
keeness by pupils and
teachers alike, as each
species was identified
with intelligent ap-
preciation. Lessons

were sometimes
wholesomely taken on
the lawns whilst sitting
in the shade of those
same trees, which
echoed to birds from
far away Africa.

Soon we may con-
sider taking a leisurely,
Passenger Boat trip to
Henley, seeing again
the beauty of the
Thames and its wildlife,
and the natural disper-
sal of Swans, Mallards,
Coots and Grebes,
along the way. Here
and there, water-fowl
may enjoy titbits from
our steamer as it awaits
entry into a lock, but
they will soon scatter
again once the boat has
continued on its way.

Returning home, we
may see the silhouette
of a Heron as it
gracefully lifts itself in-
to the setting sun, hav-
ing been disturbed by
our approach, and Time
will seem to stand still
as Nature points the

way to Peace
throughout  God’s
World.

SCOPS OWL

ST ANNE’S R.C. SCHOOL

THE sports team of St
Anne’s R.C. Primary
School are having
another successful year.
The football teams
finished second in the
six-a-side. The 11-a-side
team were in the semi-
final of a competition
run by Reading F.C. and
for the first time in many
years reached the final of
the Reading Schools Cup
where they lost to
Calcot School, 1-0. Once
again this has been pro-
ved to be an excellent
season and the boys and
girls involved have been

a credit to the school
with their courtesy, en-
thusiasm and skill.

The school netball
teams have also played
against neighbouring
schools and have done
very well and been ably
coached by Mrs Har-
diman and Mrs Jarvis and
also supported by many
parents.

In a new departure, a
short tennis group has
been formed in the
school in conjunction
with the Berkshire LTA.

This has been aimed at
six to seven year olds
and coached by two
parents, Mrs Magat and
Mrs Falzon. The results
have been outstanding,
with over twenty
children enjoying the
coaching. Some have
been selected for further
coaching as a result of a
trial. A great many of the
children took part in the
Berkshire Short Tennis
Tournament at Loddon
Valley Leisure Centre,
Lower Earley, with some
children reaching the
semi-final stage.
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BEAVERS 22ND
READING SCOUTS

THERE are twenty Beavers, age between six
and eight years at the 22nd Reading Scouts’
at St John’s ground, Gosbrook Road, Lower
Caversham.

They meet in term time only from 6 to
7.15pm. It is a fully colony of eager Beavers,
which are known for fun, friends and sharing.
They love to go on visits, such as to The Fire
Station and the Guide Dogs at Wokingham.
But by September 1993 they will be two
Beavers’ Assistant Leaders short. Would
anybody over the age of eighteen years be in-
terested in helping on a voluntary basis after
training given by the Scout movement?.

Anyone interested in helping, please contact
Heather Walker, Reading 484779, the Beaver
Leader.

WERE YOU EVER A SCOUT
IN CAVERSHAM?

THE 22nd Reading Scout Group at St John's
Church in Gosbrook Road is celebrating its
seventy-fifth year in 1993. If you were ever
a Cub, Scout, Leader or helper with them,
then they would love to hear from you, as the
present group are organising a Reunion par-
ty on Saturday 17th July. Invitations will be
printed, but they need help to compile a list
of previous members’ names and addresses
together with a display of photos and
memorabilia.

If you can help in any way, then please con-
tact Mrs Allnutt, the Group Scout Leader on
Reading 470726.

NEWS FROM
THE CAVERSHAM
ART CENTRE

‘READING’S

OPEN SPACES’

READING Park Rangers, based in Caversham Court,
have produced a most interesting Spring/Summer pro-
gramme to help everyone to get the most out of the
Town's parks, gardens, and even the old cemeteries,
as well as the surrounding areas. Their magazine, call-
ed Evergreen, to be issued quarterly, amongst other
valuable information, contains an ‘Events Pro-
gramme’. This is available at the Rangers’ Office,
Caversham Court Gardens, or the Information Office
at the Town Hall, Reading. The photo shows a Group
enjoying the ‘Flora and Fauna' in the Hemdean Road
Cemetery, and the interesting information about it
given by Clare Bishop, Park Ranger. There is another
Cemetery Exploration of St. Peter’s Churchyard on
Thursday, 3rd July at 6p.m. No need to book — just
come along!

Friendly expert advice always available.

17 Queen Victoria Street,
Reading
Tel: (0734) 394185

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

THIS very active
community project
which meets in
Church House has
recently enjoyed a
well attended lec-
ture, and is looking
forward to ‘Art
Focus’ which will
last two weeks. As

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Ph Daytime 477466 part of this Tutor Ted TYPING SERVICE
One Evenings 461701 Burnell will be giving
a slide lecture on
Constable and

Catering Division

26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

Turner at 7.30pm on
June 24th in Church
House. There will
also be a display of
work by some of the
senior members of
the Group and light 5

refreshments will be "* 5 ‘ ’
served. A small
charge of §£1 will be
made to cover costs.

HI DAN

Childrens Entertainer
Its Magic — Its Fun
With less work for Mum.

Reading 470907

FROM C.V’S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES
(0734) 484050

— E.S. Archer
A walk around the Old Cemetery in Hemdean
Road.
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FEED THE
CHILDREN

ALL over Albania, Bulgaria and Romania there are
children in hospitals and children’s homes with no
food, medicines and no hope. Malnourished and
diseased, they sit listlessly in cold, bare rooms often
three to a cot. They sit silently, and many have
forgotten how to cry.

Since Autumn 1990, Feed The Children have

been taking aid direct to these children. We have
also helped children in Bangladesh and Mozambi-
que, and during the Kurdish crisis, airlifted aid to
the refugees. At last, conditions for these forgot-
ten children are beginning to improve. By giving
your time, you can help us to change their lives
and bring them hope.

To continue our work in taking aid direct to
where it is needed most, we need volunteers who
can spare us their time on a regular basis; whether
a few hours a week, a few days or even more.
 Whatever your contribution, your help will make
~ a difference.

1 Priory Avenue, Caversham, Reading,

Berkshire, RG4 7SE

Telephone: (0734) 464444 Fax: (0734) 462426

The following extract is about just one of the many places that
Mr. David Grubb, the Executive Director, visited earlier this year.

PAZARIC................The Psychiatric

THE hospital at
Pazaric, before
hostilities, was well
equipped and capable
of maintaining good
nursing care. The
parents of mentally
handicapped children
visited regularly.
Treatment rather
than merely contain-
ment was in many
cases possible. Now,
since the war began,
the patients are
restrained from using
the recreation yard.

They sit inside all day.
The central heating
supply has failed.
Medicines are in short
supply. Parents and
relatives of the pa-
tients no longer visit.
The doctors and
nurses care as before
but they face greater
responsibility and the
slowly debilitating
force of fear.

The hospital borders
no-man'’s land. There
had been direct at-
tacks from the high

e ;
Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Park

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

Ccr

hills a few kilometres
away. Sarajevo itself
is only 28 km away. In
this war they shoot
people at grave yards
and deliberately bom-
bard hospitals.

It it quite evident
that even the most
retarded patients are
affected directly by
the war. Normally
four or five patients
would die each year.
Since the war began,
44 have died and their

deaths are directly
related to the lack of
heat and food. The
hospital director is in
no doubt about this.
The soldiers on the hill
top must be aware
that this is a hospital
and yet they still bom-
bard it. Looking down
from their vantage
point they may or may
not know that the
hospital director is a
Serb. They are so
close to their target
that they must be able

Hospital

to see that the pa-
tients are deformed
and if all of this is not
clear to them what do
they make of the 44
wooden crosses now
marking the burial
plots of those who
have died. Each cross
is a memorial to a per-
son who despite gross
debilitation had been
given care and respect
by the nursing staff.
In this village now
even the insane are
being killed.

THE LINK GROUP

THE April meeting
was held at the
home of Audrey
Preston in Caver-
sham Park Village
and members were
delighted to hear
that nearly $£900
had been raised so
far by the recent
knit-in! It was
agreed to make a
donation to sup-
port an outing for
needy Reading
families in the sum-
mer, and also to
the Sue Ryder
home towards run-
ning expenses.
Other,smaller re-
quirements from
linked organisa-

given over the
coming months.
At the Link
meeting on Mon-
day 24th May, Mol-
ly Dussek will be
speaking about the
work of CRUSE
(counselling for the
bereaved) and
members would be
pleased to welcome
anyone who is in-
terested. The
venue is 58 Chazey
Road, Caversham
and the meeting
starts at 8.00 pm.
If you would like
to know more
about the Link
Group or would
like to come to the

provided) please
contact Suzy
Robinson on
Reading 478371 (or
speak to the local

Link represen-
tative in your
church).
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MILWARDS
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All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

RE you concerned about the

ethics of the investment funds
when commencing a pension, starting
a mortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.
® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in

ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

Management
Not all the products/services advertised here are
regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and
the rules made for the protection of investors by
that Act will not apply to them.
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay-
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

The Ente’*‘l;t:éining Cooks )

L 0734-580656

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

Extensions - Repairs - Alterations
Patios + Pools - Ponds - Plastering * Roofing
Plumbing - Carpentry + Brickwork

Free Estimates

25 Gosbrook Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Telephone
Reading (0734) 478306

May meeting
(transport can be

tions were discuss-
ed and help will be

CHILDREN'’S SOCIETY
COLLECTION WEEK

THIS year’s collections in the parishes of St.
Margaret’s and St. Peter’s raised a grand total
of £848. This tremendous total is due to all
the help and hard work of the collectors. We
thank them all for their support, and thank all

those who donated so generously.
Jane Shepherd and Betty Smith
(Organisers)

on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price quide >

J

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

Announces an extension to
their provision

CHILTERN COLLEGE SCHOOL

New Independent Day School

for
Boys and Girls
5-8 years

We also provide before and after school care
if required
For further details contact Diana Bowser
Chiltern Nursery Training College
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading,
RG4 8JZ

Telephone
0734 471847

<
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BHLOPITOELE
Relirement Bome

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Fleass conlact the Malron

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 0734 476882

..Comfort, Care & Companionship

COUNTRY COTTAGE
IN
NORTH BRITTANY

* 2 Twin, 1 Double Bedroom, 1 Cot

* Modernised and spacious

* 10 MlIs from beautiful sandy beaches

* 1-2 hours drive from St. Malo & Roscoff
* Large Garden and Barbecue
* See Photos etc:-

(0734) 477525

Special Airport Service
LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT
COMPARES TRAINS
ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE
LICENSED CARS

READING 470690

Caversham
W.I.

THE islands of Hawaii
were the exotic and
colourful holiday
destination visited by
Caversham W.l., by
way of the slides
shown and described
by Mr John Bird.
Dramatic volcanoes,
sunsets and tropical
flowers followed in
vivid colours. The
vote of thanks was
given by Mrs
Macgregor

Final arrangements
were made for the
Group Meeting on
May 13th and dates
were also given for
the season’s darts
matches.

Rosehill
Emmer Green
W.I.

The April meeting
on 7th was opened by
Mrs Jane Stockhill, us-
ing a microphone
which has been pur-
chased so that people
at the back of St Bar-
nabas Hall can hear
the speakers better.
Unfortunately the
speaker did not turn
up this month!
However the after-
noon was enjoyed as
much business had to
be done with the help
of the new committee
doing their various
jobs. Members had a
quiz about the Royal
Family, devised by
the President.

Outings were
discussed, one of
which took place the
next day as Mrs
Allwright had arrang-
ed a visit to the
Mapledurham farms
to see the shepherd at
work with the lambs
born this spring. More
about this next
month.

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Teleph(?ne
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642

Caversham
Ladies Club

The meeting
opened with Mrs
Brenda Strong, Vice
Chairman, in the
Chair as Mrs May Har-
wood, the Chairman,
was still indisposed,
but making a good
recovery and looking
forward to returning
to the Ladies Club in
the near future.

The tables were
beginning to look
very tempting and a
happy atmosphere
was all around. Grace
was then said and
committee members
took over their usual
job at parties —
waiting on the
members. The top
table had the usual
simnel cake which
Mrs Queenie Strong
had decorated with
marzipan in the tradi-
tional style of Easter,
and this was cut later
and a slice of cake and
an Easter egg given to
each member.

Before the closing
of the afternoon’s
meeting, members
were reminded that
Mr Strong would be
showing a video at
the next club
meeting, and Mrs
Brenda Strong said
that as there is no
meeting in  August,
she would have a
garden party at her
house if members
would like the idea.
All agreed it would be
very much ap-
preciated and would
break the long time
between meetings.
The meeting closed
with members saying
a very ‘“Enjoyable
Afternoon’".

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild was held in St
Barnabas Church Hall

in April, The new
Chairman, Mrs A.
Dalzell, introduced

some new members
onto the committee.
The Ramblers, Arts
and Crafts and Drama
Groups gave details of
their latest ventures
and it was also sug-
gested that a Theatre
Club should be
started for Guild
members. There was
to be an exhibition on
May 8th in Loddon

Hall starting at
11.00am for displays
of Guild members’
handicraft work, with
a prize for the best
Guild display.

The latest Federa-
tion news was
discussed and then
the rest of the evening
was a Social evening
with a Sales Table full
of Easter Goodies.
There were
homemade cakes,
tarts and pies made by
Guild members which
were judged by Mrs
Glenys Francis, a
member of the W.I.
and later all these
homemade goodies
were added to the
Sales table and quick-
ly purchased by
members.

There were two
more competitions
during the evening,
one was to guess the
weight of a beautiful-
ly decorated iced cake
and the other to try
and guess how many
bags of various sizes
were included inside a
carrier bag. Proceeds
of the evening to be
added to funds for
future charity dona-
tions. An enjoyable
and lighthearted
evening.

St. Peter's
Wives

At their February
meeting in Church
House, St. Peter's
Wives' members
listened with interest
to Mr. J. McClure
fromisithe" "B.BiC,
Monitoring Unit.

In March Mrs Meryl
Beek illustrated her
talk, entitled ““Three
Faces of France”” with
slides.

For their April
Meeting members
provided their own
entertainment and
thanks were express-
ed to the contributors
for their ‘‘Poetry
Desert Island Discs’
evening.

To look forward,
members will be
meeting at their Chair-
man’s house in June.
In July support will
again be given to the
Sue Ryder Fete and
for their regular
meeting on the third
Tuesday, members
will be learning how
to trace their family
histories with Mrs
Jean Debney. In
August the Group will
be enjoying a Summer
evening walk.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

The meeting in
April was opened and
members warmly
welcomed by the new
Chairwoman, Mrs
Joan Spall. The enter-
tainment this month
was members’ long-

awaited visit from the
Firtree Club’s choir.
This pleasant choir of
fine voices treated
members to a pro-
gramme comprising a
wide range of songs,
some serious, others
light hearted and in-
cluded an interesting
monologue or two.
The programme was
rounded off most ap-
propriately for the
April meeting with a
beautifully rendered
arrangement of “All in
an April Evening’’. By
the way the initials
FIRTREE represent
“Friends In Retire-
ment Taking Recrea-
tion, Exercise and
Entertainment’’.

Members of the
Arts and Crafts group
are preparing for the
Spring into Summer
exhibition in May at
Twyford. The final of
the inter-Guild quiz
will be part of the pro-
gramme on that day
also a fashion show.

At the AGM in
March the play-
readers performed
“The Guinea Pigs"’, a
comedy play, which
judging by the
laughter and happy
faces of members was
much enjoyed.

The Social Studies
Group have been
busy and recently
visited the Fire Station
in Caversham Road
where they gained
knowledge of just
how proficient the
Firemen are trained to
be, the answers to the
many questions prov-
ing they are prepared
well for their duties
which frequently en-
tail personal risk.

The charity for this
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year is to be the Sue
Ryder Home. The
competition at this
meeting was for one’s
own poem, ode or
limerick and next
month's, for a
decorated plate. The
overall winner of
competition entries is
presented with a cup,
to be cherished until
next year's winner is
announced!

STAR
Reading branch
of the University
of the Third Age

April activities

The open Meeting
at the Kennet Room
had for its speaker
Auriel Warwick on
‘Music Therapy’. She
told members how
music was sometimes
the only means of
contact with those
suffering a range of
disabilities from
stroke to autism. She
showed a fascinating
video of the patient,
slow work needed to
make an autistic child
respond to eye
contact.

The Books group
discussed  Joanna
Trollope and the
secret of her outstan-
ding popular appeal.
The playreaders
began Emlyn
Williams™ ‘Night Must
Fall’ and the French
playreaders read ‘Le
feu sur la terre’ by
Francois Mauriac. The
Music group heard Pat
Lewis speak on ‘Hap-

i turn to page 11 J

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

] lﬁﬂrmlhrihgé

0734 482584

SPECIALISING IN

CAVERSHAM

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE

DOMESTIC WORK
105 KINGS ROAD

READING RG4 8DS
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py Days’ illustrated
with light happy
music. Conversational
German has made a
good start.

The Local History
group drew a large
number for its in-
augural meeting. It
was decided to con-
centrate on research
on the following
areas, West Thames,
S. Thames and
Reading transport.
The General Interest
meeting at Pegasus
Court heard Ernest
Blackwell speak on
‘Reproduction and
Print’. Numbers en-
sured that there will
be more meetings
there for Tilehurst
members. Walkers en-
joyed the annual
Bluebell walk at Tur-
nham’s Farm.

New members are
always welcome at
STAR. Please ring the
membership
Secretary, Mrs Grace
McGregor, Reading
866037.

Maplewood W.I.

At the April meeting
Mrs Joan Baddeley
was in the Chair. The
new Secretary, Mrs
Joan Allen, also ar-
ranged the year’s pro-

gramme, which
sounds most
interesting.

As the delegate to
‘the Spring Council

Meeting, Mrs Margaret
Anghelatos, was not
present the report was
read by Mrs Muriel
Popplewell. The
speaker on that occa-
sion was Mrs
Hawthorn, an ex-
actress whose subject
was “‘Knickers!"" It
made everyone pre-
sent feel they had

missed a lively
meeting. Mrs Muriel
Popplewell, who is

also the Treasurer,
presented the Budget
for the year.

The speaker was
Miss Clare Bishop,
who showed the most
delightful slides, and
spoke on “The Park

Ranger Service”’
whose main task is to
conserve the coun-
tryside around
Reading. Several
groups, comprising
families, the
unemployed, and

young people on
Community Service,
meet to work hard
clearing trees, rubbish
and paths to allow
wild flowers, birds
and insects to return.
One Group is called
CROW which means
‘‘Conserve Reading
on Wednesday”. Miss
Bishop said they col-
lect enough rubbish
to furnish a house.
Why do this? The
Council will collect
four bags of garden
rubbish a week, free.

The Flower of the
Month competition
was won by Mrs
Margaret Bolam and
the competition for a
decorated egg was
won by Mrs Phyllis
Duckworth.

Next month Mrs
Clayton will be speak-

|
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The ORCHID Room

Restaurant

Training Staff for the Future

3 Course Table D’Hote Luncheon
Monday to Friday £4.75

4 Course Dinner
Tues, Thurs, & Fri £9.50
Speciality Evenings
Throughout The Year
Conference Facilities Available

For Bookings
- 0734 351982
0734 583501

Come and Participate in The Fulure

Have you visited

NICKSON’S
New COUNTRY SHOP yet?

You won't be disappointed when you see the huge

range of country clothing and footwear on display.

There's something for everyone, whether hiking,
shooting, equestrian or just country casual

COUNTRY WEAR AND COUNTRY WARES
16, Church Street, Caversham
OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK 8.30am—5.30pm

(0734) 463804
STOP PRESS — just arrived

Riding and jodphur boots, jodphurs, riding hats
and ‘Turpin’ riding coats

ing on “Embroidery
with Islamic
Inspirations”’.

Maplewood W.I.
meets on the third
Tuesday of each
month at
Mapledurham
Pavilion at 2.30pm.
Visitors are most
welcome. Ring
Reading 473990 for
details.

Caversham
Community
Association

A well attended
meeting was held on
the 5th April when Pat
Snow was welcomed
again to the club by
the many gardening
enthusiasts in the au-
dience. This time her
subject was, ‘Getting
ready for summer’,
and Mrs. Snow had
many useful tips to
impart to the
members. One sug-
gestion was to take
cuttings from the tips
of fuschia, place in
small pots of com-
post, spray with water
every day, and roots
should form in three
weeks. The members
could buy the plants
that Mrs. Snow had
on display, and many
took this opportunity.

After the Easter
holiday the members
met for the club’s
42nd birthday party.
The tables were at-
tractively decorated
with vases of spring
flowers and the meal
of cold beef and salad,
followed by mﬂes
gateaux nd
cheesecake, was
prepared for the
members. The enter-
tainment was provid-
ed by Ron and Jean
Geall. Ron played his
electronic keyboard
and provided music
for dancing and sing-
ing. Jean led the dan-
cing, including the
popular ‘Birdie’
dance. During the
evening, birthday
cake, made by Maida
Feast, was served with
a choice of wine or
fruit juice. The com-
petition for the best
hat, made from
newspaper, was won
by Margaret Briggs
with Margaret Payne
in second place. The
Chairman thanked the
committee and all
who had helped with
the party. Evelyn
Cook, on behalf of
the members, ex-
pressed their thanks
for a very good party.

The Annual General
Meeting was held on
the 26th April with
Ted Howard, the
President, opening
the proceedings. The
Chairman reported a
successful year and
thanked everyone for
their support. A new
committee and of-
ficers were elected,
including Beryl Lat-
cham, Maida Feast
and Ivy Masterman
who were re-elected
as Chairman,
Secretary and

Treasurer respective-
ly. The charity chosen
for the year was the

Multiple Sclerosis
Society, A.R.M.S.,
Margaret Cameron

agreed to continue as
the collector.

Caversham
Heights TG

A cuddle for
the Pups

Caversham Heights
Townswomen's
Guild was fortunate to
have David White as
the speaker in St An-
drew’s hall at their
April meeting. He said
that he has been a
freelance press
photographer for
most off his working
life, which he regards
as a privilege. In 1986
came the first oppor-
tunity to liaise with
and to accompany a
team of writers and
photographers to the
icefields of the Gulf of
St Lawrence in
Canada. They visited
the herd of Harp seals
and saw the mothers
nursing their white-
coated pups. This
event was the
culmination of a
twenty year struggle
by the IFAW (the In-
ternational Fund for
Animal Welfare) to
stop the slaughter of
these creatures, which
were valued for their
beautiful pelts. He has
made six more visits
to Canada, to take
photographs of
mother seals and their
pups enjoying their
freedom. he
mothers are not
disturbed by the
visitors and the pups
may be cuddled. So a
new tourist industry
has replaced the tradi-
tional seal hunt. His
pictures of holiday
makers and the
beautiful changing
landscape in a
temperature of 50°
below zero were tru-
ly fascinating.

Members of the
guild were urged to
come along to social
studies group, when
Miss Jackson was
speaking about street
names in Reading.
There is to be another
community lunch in
May at Caversham
library.

Caversham
Darby & Joan Club

The Club has con-
tinued to flourish
since the last report 6
months ago. The 92/3
Autumn/Winter Ses-
sion was one of great
variety & included
talks & slides on
Canada by Miss
Sawyer; Pompeii by
Mr Goodman; Caver-
sham Road in the past
by Mr Noyes; The Ci-
ty of London by Mr
Moss; English
Cathedrals by Mr
Ebbs & Cornwall by
Mr Kirby. Miss Pat
Tyler gave what was
to be her final .talk,

her 12th, on The
Trials of a Tourist.
Very sadly Pat died
suddenly at the end of
February. She will
greatly missed, her
charming witty talks
were very popular
with members and
she had become not
just an entertainer but
a friend. The pro-
ceeds of a collection
was sent to the
REANAISESSEI n@SPa S
memory (a charity
dear to her). Also in
October we exercised
our less than supple
limbs under the
guidance of Mrs Priest
a Physiotherpist, and
held our Harvest
Auction.

Members enjoyed
the Autumn Outing to
Portsmouth, taking
lunch at an excellent
cafe on the sea front &
visit to The Naval
Heritage Centre.

The very good
Christmas luncheon
was held at the Miller
of Mansfield, Goring
& the Peppard W.I.
singers delightfully
entertained us at the
Christmas Party.

The Rondevous
Singers & The Net-
work Singers have

provided other
musical delights and
Bingo remains

popular on the lst
Wed of the month.

Subjects covered
during early 1993
have been Mr Ebbs on
Oxford and America,
Miss Sawyer on
Switzerland; Mr Frew
on Scotland and Mr
Goodman on Crete.
During Lent Rev
David Moody gave an
interesting talk on the
Origins  of  the
Gospels. Yet to come
are talks on Amster-
dam, Africa, and Expo
92" and the Spring
Outing is to the
Cotswolds and the
Summer one to Poole.

A legacy of £100
was received from the
late Mrs Dorothy
Dawkins, a dear long-
standing member, and
this has been spent on
some new crockery
and the refurbishment
of tables.
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John Kitcher & Son

re-located to
SPRING FARM STABLES
WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING
Telephone (0491) 872103

Free Estimates in your own home

CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

uuuun_x

Large range of patterns to choose from

CHRISTOPHER D. KEEN AR.IC.S.
Chartered Building Surveyor

ALL TYPES OF PROFESSIONAL WORK
UNDERTAKEN INCLUDING: BUILDING
PLANS, STRUCTURAL SURVEYS,
SUBSIDENCE, DISPUTES ETC.

CONSULTATIONS, NO OBLIGATION

Ring Reading (0734) 479093

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings

E—-THAND PAINTED CHINA

By LINDA CLARKE
‘2‘ Christening & Wedding Plates
. Pet Portraits & Door Plaques
Tel: 481271 for details
Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-
ONE DAY WORKSHOPS

LY S

P Cat.0.9.

THE CAVERSHAM BUILDING COMPANY

A

TELEPHONE 0734 483536

FOR

FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATIONS

10 Church St
Caversham
Reading
RG48DZ
(0734) 476666

_Gardiners

25
YEARS
of
Nursing & Caring
throughout Berkshire
& its borders

agency you

can trust
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Central Heating

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD

The Market Garden, 4
Goring Heath. General Repairs
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES K. C. BARNES
but also a & SON
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
209 Kidmore Road
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5 Caversham
Sunday 9.30-Noon Telephone:
Tel: (0491) 681541 481929
:............................‘.... YOUr
° °
¢ GARDEN MACHINERY § | PET SHOP
° ° 3
° ° in
s SERV'CES S CAVERSHAM
° 6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM :
. TEL: READING 473308 o Geediee Pe.ts
°
$  Salesand Services Always large stock E an qua”a
: Agents for of : 29 PRO$PECT STREET
e FLYMO NEW AND e Read';‘,io“ztz“zz
e MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED e READING MARKET
° HAYTER MACHINES H on Wednesday, Thursday,
= ATCO, etc Free estimates S Eriday and Saturday
® ° Local Delivery Service
00000000000000000000Q000000000000,

A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

@ 25 years experience
® Carpet repairs
® Re-adaptions

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDONHOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

g€

ST
Over 75
Years of
Service

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons

141 Oxford Road, Reading. Tel: 572016
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham Tel: 461393
3 School Road, Tilehurst. Tel: 452103
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
House arrangements can be undertaken by our
caring experienced staff
* 24 Hour Service % Private Chapels of Rest
* Limousine Hire
INFLATION PROOF FUNERAL EXPENSE
PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

® Vinyls
CAVERSHAM
READING READING
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582 479280/
475066
PLUMBING AND
Walton Adams HEATING ENGINEER
& Son Limited g it
GEOFF KEEN

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING

AT HOME

PASSPORT

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

Carpenter & Joiner
FETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

ROOFING AND BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
drawing and planning applications can be arranged.
FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

re———m——————————q

STITCHIN’ TIME i

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING AND SUMMER
FABRICS NOW ARRIVING,
ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

AVERSHAM OOKSHOP
18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

. CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE !

FIXING BY OUR OWN

FIXING EXPERTS
55 Donkin Hill

£
Caversham g <
Reading RG4 oos\

EN

R
&s
Ay,
PARE FRELES

0734 478853/479163 Z=

TERRY RENN

DRIVING SCHOOL
D.0.E., A.M.

Teaching since 1958
Fully Qualified

Patience & Reliability
Competitive Rates

Dual Control
Door to Door Service

Tel:- (0734) 476504

ANY TIME

PETER BURTON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

PRIVATE &
SUB-CONTRACT

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS

ESTIMATES/FREE
ADVICE

Tel:- Reading
(0734) 470297

Window Cleaning
All jobs undertaken
£2.50 front or back
£5.00 whole house
OAP's 50p off front or back
Ring Dick or Darren on

3rd Reading (St. Peters) ‘ “ ‘ ‘ 4}, N
Mo BE= CLEANERS =
for hire DOMESTIC CARPET & UPHOLSTERY CLEANING SPECIALIST
30’ 16’ 25 years experience - Caversham based company
2 - Highly recommended - Reliable caring service *
Very reasonable rates Competitive prices - Free guota(ions - Carpet fitting
Tel. 483391 A
Tel: 474737
D&D STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces’ her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

=~
CALL 483186 ANYTIME

do call
0793 854120

0734 426048 for an appointment or home visit
WALLABIES REPAIRS TO
BOUNCY cAsTLEs | | FABRI KATE TVs, VIDEOS
Any size is now in demand from and AUDIO
Any event READING to SWINDON Most makes — Prompt
Good rates BOOK NOW attention — All work
Good service or she'll be too busy guaranteed
FUN!! DRESSMAKING Aerial installation undertaken

= REASONABLE CHARGES

READING 479276
ANY TIME

TOMALIN & SON J R. McCARDLE
(N.A.F.D.)
MASTER MASONS
Funeral S
Directors 32&.“2?32:‘2 in
. 48 New Street : fo‘“'te o
Heriey-onhames | | Mo
7élephone 3370 undertaken
DAY AND NIGHT READING 262362
ARTHUR RS
BUTLER | | A. F. JONES
(Peppard) L aioen it Sl |
N.A.F.D. MASTER
MASONS
FUNERAL Craftsmen in Stone
DIRECTORS
] BEDFORD RD
Telephone READING
(0491) Telephone
573370 573537 -




