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THE RIO SUMMIT:

I pledge to act to the best of my ability to
help make the Earth a secure and hospitable
home for present and future generations’’.
So reads the wording on the ‘‘Earth Pledge”’
which stood on a large board at the Rio cen-
tre where the Earth Summit was held in
June. Thousands of us lined up to sign -
from world leaders to humble hacks. And
yet I had to ask myself - did those of us who
signed really mean it?

For the results of the summit did nothing
to improve the Earthly home of the present
generation of people who live in gross
poverty. Leaders of Western nations, all
elected by the democratic process, and
presumably believing that you and I support
them, refused to give more than a token in
additional aid to the poor. I was reminded
of the verse from Matthew - ‘‘you cannot
serve God and money’’. Serving God would
have meant a willingness to share. Serving
money means we keep all we can. Which is
what happened in Rio.

The summit had before it a 600 page docu-
ment, Agenda 21, a plan of action for sus-
tainable development when the summit was
over. It needs $600 billion a year to be im-
plemented, over the period from 1993 to
2000, of which developing countries would
find $475 billion and donor countries $125
billion. But the conference ended without
any commitment on the part of donors to
pay their share.

After some considerable wrangling, in-
dustrial nations agreed to reach the long-
standing United Nations target and give 0.7
per cent of their national incomes in
development aid ‘‘as soon as possible’’.
Reaching the target would add an additional
$70 billion to the $55 billion a year that is
now given in aid. But donors only commit-
ted about an extra $3 billion in Rio, the
largest amounts coming from Japan and
France.

In his speech to the summit, Mr John Ma-
jor. said that Britain would give an addi-
tional $100 million to the World Bank’s
Global Environment Facility, but there is
some doubt over whether this is additional
aid or will come from the government’s ex-
isting aid budget. It was a quite dismal per-
formance. In fact in nearly 20 years of
covering North-South conferences, I have
rarely witnessed such blatant acts of na-
tionalism as occured over the summit. We
had President Bush’s ‘‘US jobs before the
environment’’ speech; during the
negotiating process in Rio the Arab oil na-
tions tried to remove from the text of Agen-
da 21 any mention of energy conservation
on the grounds that this would be against
their interests, while the British govern-
ment appears to have been among the chief
Western countries speaking out against fix-
ing a date to achieve the 0.7 per cent aid
target.

Money in, God out
by
John Madeley

John signing the Earth Pledge

It was sad, although hardly surprising,
that towards the end of the summit, a group
of non-governmental organisations award-
ed the USA, Saudi Arabia and Britain the
*‘Ostrich Prize”’ for the most negative per-
formances of the summit.

Our Prime Minister drew on Darwin,
Ruskin and Voltaire in his speech. The
BBC’s Environmental Correspondent, Alex
Kirby, said that he was reminded of Shaw’s
reasonable and unreasonable man. The
reasonable man says ‘‘let’s give more aid as
soon as possible’’. The unreasonable man
says ‘‘it's scandalous that 40,000 children
are dying every day of hunger-related
disease; this calls for action now’’.
Unreasonable men - and women - have
scarcely been more badly needed.

On two environmental issues there were
modest gains. Under the convention on
climate change that was signed at the sum-
mit, countries will try to limit the emissions
of the gases that are causing global warm-
ing to their level in 1990 - but, at the in-
sistence of the United States, no date was
fixed for this to be reached. Besides the
scale of the problem, this is clearly
inadequate.

- John Madeley

An Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change has said that emissions need to be
cut by 60 per cent if global warming is to
be stopped. Germany has taken the lead
among industrial nations in committing
itself to a 30 per cent cut by 2005. If a 60
per cent, or even 30 per cent cut, is to be
achieved then industry will have to reduce
emissions and most of us will have to
change our lifestyles, using a cycle or walk-
ing , for example, instead of taking out the
car. For this is all about the way we live.

A convention on conserving the range of
wildlife (biodiversity) was signed and
should enable more funds to be made
available to help preserve species of wild
plants which are vital to our food supplies
of the future. Such plants are genetic
material for breeding with existing crop
varieties - the lack of such genetic material
was responsible for the 19 century Irish
potato famine. And they have been disap-
pearing at an alarming rate. Developing
countries will now be in a better position
to claim royalties on them - which is one of
the reasons why the US will not sign the
convention.

Western leaders were prepared to move
on climate change and biodiversity, maybe
because they recognised that their own in-
terests are at stake. It is difficult to escape
the conclusion that they failed to do
anything about the millions who are on the
point of death from poverty today, because
the poor pose no threat.

The suffering of the poor is not perceiv-
ed acutely enough for western countries to
act. That was the sadness and the scandal
of the 1992 Earth Summit. Will Western
governments now show that they care more
about God than money? Only, I suspect, if
you and I make it clear to our politicians
that we care enough about this issue for our
votes to depend on it. If we act, politicians
will act.

A lighter note! I went to Brazil a week
before the Earth Summit to attend a con-
ference on land reform at Vitoria, some 300
miles north of Rio. Vitoria is a lovely place,
running along the Atlantic Coast with a
beautiful bay. The snag for the good peo-
ple of Vitoria is that the sea is too polluted
to swim in because a metal factory just
across the bay has discharged waste acids
into the water.

Only seconds after taking this picture of
Vitoria Bay, I felt a hand on my shoulder.
I looked round and 2 burly men in dark
glasses were stood there. I froze, suddenly
remembering that taking pictures in some
countries is just not allowed. As visions of
the inside of a South American jail flashed
before my eyes, one of them spoke in Por-
tuguese. I replied in English, which for-

__turn to page 2
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TALKING POINT
b

Y
JUNE HARDCASTLE

A CHILD’S
PLACE?

SOME LINES FROM LITERATURE

“Speak roughly to your little boy,
And beat him when he sneezes;
He only does it to annoy,
Because he knows it teases.” (Alice in Wonderland)
Or is it this?

SOME LINES FROM AN INFANT CLASSROOM

A group of children are engaged in investigations into gravity. One of them is
standing on a chair in the corridor, holding up a variety of objects one at a
time then letting them go. After a book, a rubber, a fir cone, a jumper and a
stone have all dropped swiftly to the floor, a small feather is subjected to the
same test. To the delight of the assembled company the feather begins to wing
a horizontal path. “Why do you think this has happened,” says teacher? A few
seconds hush. “I know"’, cries an enthusiastic five year old, “There is
something that’s the opposite to gravity"'.

“Mrs Hardcastle, I've put in my news about when | was bitten in the
garden”’. “Okay, let me have a look. Ah, right, very good but we don't spell it
NAT. It's got a silent letter at the beginning.” “Oh, | know like knight. It's spelt
KNAT". “No, actually, it’s GNAT". Crestfallen child returns to this table, com-
plaining in a loud voice.” How is anyone expected to learn to spell?”

A six year old, feeling poorly, leans against her teacher. I love cuddling you Mrs
Hardcastle. Your tummy is like a squashy pillow.”

“Shall | read you my writing Mrs Hardcastle”. ““Yes Please”. “It says | was
very, very sick. | was sick all over the cat.” “But you were supposed to be
writing about a day at the seaside’. “‘I know, but I thought that was more in-
teresting.”’

We were writing poems about volcanoes. “I've finished mine Mrs Hardcas-
tle”’, says a five year old boy. “Great, read it to me.”

“Volcano, Volcano
O lovely Volcano
You come down the mountain side and kill all the girls.”

““Mrs Hardcastle | like it when you have a stammering day”.“’Oh, why’s that 2

“It makes me giggle.”

SOME MORE LINES FROM LITERATURE

Your children are not your children.

They are the sons and daughters of Life’s longing for itself.

You may give them your love but not your thoughts.

For they have their own thoughts.

You may strive to be like them, but seek not to make them like you.
For life goes not backward nor tarries with yesterday.

You are the bows from which your children as living arrows are sent
forth. (K. Gilbran)

SOME LINES. FROM JUNIOR PRAYER TIME

Dear God, you know | don’t want to visit my old grandad but at least help
him to remember to wear his hearing aid. Amen.

Dear God, please get someone to invite me to a birthday party. My brother
has just been to two. Amen.

Dear God, thank you for my spiderman outfit. Amen.

SOME LINES FROM THE BIBLE

At that time the disciples came to Jesus and saying, ‘Who is the greatest in
the Kingdom of heaven?” And calling a child to him, he put him in the midddle
of them and said ‘Truly, | say to you, unless you become like children you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven’.”

A EE AR AR AR A
Heavenly father, grant us the freshness, the lack of guile, the honesty and the open-

ness of a childlike spirit knowing that you love us as we are and will lead us on
to be everything you intend us to be.”
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from page 1

tunately he understood. ‘‘The sea you see
here is not sea’’, he said, his every word
breathing life back into my body, “it is
acid’’. With that he waded into the Ocean,

Vitoria

— John Madeley

scooped up a handful and repeated ‘“‘acid,
acid”. He asked what I was doing in Brazil.
I said I had come as a journalist. He laid
another, altogether more welcome, hand on
my shoulder: ‘‘tell the world about it’’, he
said. I am telling you.

I give the last word to a distinguished Ke-
nyan environmentalist Wangari Maathai -
“unless those who have are willing to share
with those who have not, and are willing to
stop exploiting those who are exploitable,
then there is no hope for all of us. The time
to change is now, let us promote justice’’.

CAVERSHAM

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory,
Church Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel:
471703)

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate
Rd. Tel: 472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
478239,

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.
St. John's interregnum - all enquiries for baptisms and
weddings to Mr. Stephen Cousins (churchwarden)
481679 and funeral enquiries and other pastoral mat-
ters to the Rev. T. Lee 312512,

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caver-
sham Park Village. Tel. 475152,

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.
METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472:
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove,
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
The Reyv Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138.
ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South
View Avenue. Tel: 471787. |
(For Caversham Park Village) \
The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418.
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TRAITORS
IN THE NIGHT

1 stood on our east-facing verandah, the cloud-
base was low as | listened to German bombers
flying northwards up the valley, on their way to
blitz Coventry City.

My father had been in a Royal Flying Corps
Squadron, stationed in France during the 1914/18
War, and | was seldom isolated from some
reference to aeroplanes and those who flew them.
| became absorbed with the “Magic of Biggles”
and later, volunteered at sixteen and a half to
become a fighter-pilot in W.W.2.

My presence on the verandah that night,
however, met with my parents’ disapproval, who
prompted me to return indoors!

| was about to reluctantly obey, when to my
astonishment, an unshielded torch began to flash
Morse signals across the valley, from Balmore
Park. My own Morse-reading ability being far too
slow, | was indoors in an instant, urging my
Mother, an ex-telegraphist, to take down the
““Message”’. It seemed probable that the sender
was communicating with another collaborator on
our side of the valley, who in turn, was in radio-
contact with the aircraft overhead.

Once completed, I raced to the Police Station
to hand in the details and advise them of the
circumstances.

Shortly after, we heard that two ‘Fifth-
Columnists” had been caught, complete with
radio-equipment and other paraphernalia, in a
house beyond Balmore.

In due course, my Mother received a con-
gratulatory letter from a “/Place of High Office”,
thanking her for her co-operation, and suggesting
that her prompt action may well have been
responsible for having saved many lives.

My parents, who were married in our Parish
Church, have now been deceased for many years.
Hopefully, the traitors, if still living, have been
“Reformed” long ago!

However, | thought that this incident may well
be of some interest to a few “Oldies” like myself,
who are still with us, and also help the younger
ones to realise that even in Caversham, some of
us were certainly not without our “Moments” in
W.W.2.!

A.G.H.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformationregarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE “’POP-IN‘* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 1 2
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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CAVERSHAM
REMEMBERED

We have recently been fortunate enough to receive letters concern-
ing life in old Caversham. Mrs. Warren, who now lives at Calcot, writes
that she was born at Emmer Green but when she was 9 months old her
father was promoted to be head gardener to Miss Emma Noble at ‘The
Hill’, Surley Row, and they moved to No.10. In 1934, when she was mar-
ried, they had a house built for them by Messrs. Fisher of Emmer Green,
at the other end of Surley Row, and they remained in ‘the village' for
another 11 years when they moved to Cornwall and subsequently to
several pla in Southern England. She still remembers everyone who
lived in Surley Row when she was there; her father died in 1938 but her
mother remained at No. 10 for several years before joining her daughter
in Cornwall. They all returned to Reading in 1959,

She adds: "My brother and I went to the village school and my grand-
mother lived in the cottage right opposite. Later we transferred to St.
Peter's Church School in Caversham.

Working in Old Caversham

A gentleman who does not wish to be identified says he was very
taken with an article in the ‘Bridge’ about Mr. Kent's early days as he
was the driver of the vehicle, transferring from the Broad Street Shop
to the one in Caversham in 1920. He had a new one-ton Ford van to
replace the horse drawn van. The coach house became the garage and
the harness and tackle room became, in the last war, and Air Raid
Warden's Post.

He goes on to say how he used to sell evening papers, ‘The Star’ and
did good business when meeting the steamers at the riverside after they'd
been on day’s river trip. To sell papers in those days, you had to be licens-
ed by the local Council and issued with a metal badge of identification
to be strapped on the left arm.

He also gives us a lot of information about his father's work originally
ata grocer's shop in St. Mary Butts, before transferring the Baylis's Store.
He describes how he helped his father take out Mr. Vunberry, the owner
of the original shop, in a bath chair, one pushing and one pulling a long
handle attached to the wheel at the front — at 2d. a time.

We look forward to receiving more memories in future and will do
our best to publish them, as we are sure the stories will strike a chord
with our older readers.

FANCY DRESS “LINE UP”
AT THAMESIDE SCHOOL

Al -‘“&i_
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— E.S. Archer

STOP
PRESS

NEW CANON

Congratulations to
the Rev. Richard
Kingsbury, Rector
of St. Peter's,
Caversham and
St.  Margaret’s
Mapledurham on
his appointment
as an Honorary
Canon of Christ
Church Cathedral,
Oxford.

7| Holloway's [

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes.

The professional alternative to London
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GOLDEN WEDDING

JOYCE AND GEORGE BARNES

—

Joyce and George

Mr and Mrs Barnes do seem rather young to
have just celebrated their golden wedding, un-
til you remember they were only 17 and 19
respectively when they married in London in
1942. George, who was actually born in Col-
ey, was at that time in the Royal Marines.
When he left school he immediately applied
for a job as gardener at Queen Anne's School
and it was then that he met Joyce who was
then living in Reading. She moved to London
for a time to live with her grandmother but
they were soon back in Reading.

Their early married life was somewhat
peripatetic, living in various places in the
district, including a short spell in a caravan at
Kidmore End.

Both Joyce and George have turned their

hand to a good many jobs during their married
life, though George insists he considers himself
to be a gardener and still works part-time as
such, as well as keeping his own garden in
Chiltern Road in tip-top condition. Joyce
herself is still working part-time with a dry-
cleaners. It is difficult to think of either of
them retiring for, in spite of having to keep
an eye on two children, nine grandchildren
and five great-grandchildren, they are very
active people. They lived in their present
home in Chiltern Road for 27 years, so they
celebrated their golden wedding by getting
away from it all and enjoying a lovely holiday
in Jersey.

We would like to send out best wishes to this
very friendly couple for the years to come.

CHILDHOOD MEMORIES OF ELSIE PLATT

AND HER FAMILY

The Platt family were part
of my childhood. They lived
at 129 Gosbrook Road and
my family lived at 173, so |
suppose we were almost

neighbours cakes and puddings

In those days our mother
used to write out @ grocery
order and wrap up half a
crown in it and we would go
along to Platts Stores. The
prices seemed to stay the
same for years; no inflation
in those days even though
our Dad's wages were pret-
ly poor and times were very
hard. We would come home
with the goods and perhaps

Elsie stuck to the rules

Eventually Elsie retired and moved
a long retirement until Clare died of ill health and old
in Summerfield Rest Home and the last time | saw he
birthday. | knocked on the door and said "'Elsie, can | come in’

Caversham times which she loved and | left her quietly sleeping

hopscotch and similar games. There were no motor cars to worry about then, just the odd
bicycle or horse and cart. Elsie suffered us throwing balls up against the shop wall and
sometimes told us to go home if we were too noisy

We loved Christmas, when we went to Platts and bought the ingredients for Christma
lovely candied peel with hard sugar inside and almonds to be soaked
and skinned and glace cherries

In the last war Elsie came into her own. She marked off ration books and clipped coupons
and | don't think many scored a point over her. Fairness was the name of the game and

with her sister, Clare, to Mayfield Drive and had quite

caught up with her. She was happy
she had just her ninety-eighth
e had a Iittle talk about

AUDREY B. VINCE

1'% or 2%d. change

Elsie Platt could be quite
intimidating to the children
but she didnt bother me
The shop had a lovely smell
of candles, coffee, spices
and salt bacon. Platts cured
and salted their own bacon
and hams. In the winter
there was a smell of paraf-
fin stoves among other
things. Elsie’s constant
dread was that, as children,
we might knock over one of
the stoves and cause a fire,
S0 we were made to stand
still and sometimes, if we
were good, we were allow-
ed to choose a broken
biscuit from one of the glass-
topped Huntley and Palmers
biscuit tins in front of the
counter, Elsie's father was a
genius on the bacon slicer
and could cut paper thin
rashers at speed and | never
once saw him cut himself.

In the different seasons
we local children used to
play in Mill Road outside
Platts Stores with our hoops
and spinning tops and also
chalk the road and play

Photography

by Michael Blackburm

Od photographs reproduced
Passports and Portraits

M. B. Photography

4l Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Berks
Telephone : Reading (0734) 479450 / 475656




Page 4

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS

ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE
* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH
* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL
* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969 |
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122
EPLACEMENT
VINDOWS.

@u —F . GODER| ER@

The Market Garden,
Goring Heath.
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5
Sunday 9.30-Noon
Tel: (0491) 681541

HI DAN

Childrens Entertainer
Its Magic — Its Fun
With less work for Mum.

Reading 470907

S. P. SADLER
CANADIAN CANOEING

Individual and small group instruction
RIVER EXPEDITIONS
EQUIPMENT HIRE

READING 482669

POSTBAG

Dear Editors,

In the very unlikely event of the ‘Bridge” featuring a financial advice column,
it is even more unlikely that it would recommend investing in a company which
within twelve months changed a £6.8 million profit before taxation into @ £16.7
million loss and which with a loss of 29.9 per share, paid a dividend of 9p per
share by transferring £23.7 million for reserves. But when that company is Higgs
and Hill, of Bugs Bottom fame, it makes a difference.

Contrary to some reports, we have not given up the battle. We intend to use
every possible tactic in the fight and one way is to buy a single share in company
(today's price 70p). Quite a lot of us have already done this and so have the infor-
mation given above and now know that the developers are not the all-powerful
big boys we might have thought. Each shareholder also involves the company in
considerable trouble and expense in registering the share, posting reports and ac-
counts and sending dividend cheques for a few pence.

But the biggest advantage is that the single share holder has full democratic rights
to speak and vote at the A.G.M. The last two meetings have seen a sizeable groups
of Bugs Bottom defenders and the other shareholders and the Board have been
left in no doubt of the strength of local opposition and they may well question the
final profitability of the scheme. But we would be even more effective if a lot more
joined us.

Interested? If so contact Molly Casey, 14 Albert Road (472300). The cost will
be about £2 per head to include a share of the brokerage fee — much reduced if we
buy collectively — a small price to pay for helping to Save Bugs Bottom

Yours etc.
D.E. Thomas

63 Cromwell Road.
Caversham

Dear Sirs,

| read with interest your article in the June issue of ‘Caversham Bridge” about
the Park Ranger Service

The reason for my writing is to bring to your attention the extent of the marvellous
practical work carried out at Caversham Court Gardens by the ‘Friends of Caver-
sham Court’ over the past twelve months.

This was unfortunately overlooked in your article, which | understand was taken
from a talk given by ranger Clare Bishop in April. Miss Bishop was unaware that
her talk would be reported in your paper, and I'm sure she would have given the
‘Friends’ more emphasis if she had.

THE LINK GROUP

The Group held its eighteenth AGM in June, so has come of age!
Members are drawn from ten different Churches in Caversham, and
aim to give personal and practical help locally, usually working
through organisations with which individual members have close
links.

Reports from them were received at the meeting, and included San-
dra Owen talking about SPHERE (for Single parents and babies); Lyn
Baker who helps with the Drop-in Centre, and with REAP; May Smith
and Susie Robinson giving details of help given and needed by
Katesgrove Family Aid; Angela Kingsbury reporting on new plans for
the Berkshire Women's Refuge in Reading; Audrey Preston on the
Cyrenians' hostel and Peggy Coome on the Caversham Pop-in Cen-
tre. Anthea Prescot spoke of volunteers needed at the Sue Ryder
Home. In addition, Vera Scott reported on the regular monthly tea
parties for housebound people held in members’ homes and their
Christmas lunch.

Janet Ferguson, the Treasurer, said that gifts had been made to all
these organisations throughout the year, as well as practical help
given, the money being raised by the Annual Sponsored Knit-in. This
had a dual purpose, as squares for blankets made were given to Janet
Offord for Save the Children.

In her Chairman’s report on a busy year Anthea Prescot spoke of
the toys distributed at Christmas in conjunction with Family Aid. She
said that the Ecumenical Lunch catered for over one hundred peo-
ple, the speaker being Jill Pitkeathley from the Carers’ National
Association.

Great interest had been aroused by this talk,
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APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Reading, RG4 7EZ

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

and Brenda Coates gave details of a meeting
to be organised by the Link Group for local
groups. This would be in October. The aim
would be to set up a Cross Roads branch in this
area.

Group's monthly meetings should contact
Chairman Anthea Prescot (478865) or

meeting of the new session in September will
include a House Communion Service,

P.S. Many thanks to the kind anonymous per-
son who gave knitted squares and blankets
towards the Knit-in. They were much
appreciated.

Anyone interested in coming to the Link |

Secretary Sonia Higgs (478981). The first |

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, AUGUST 1997

The 'Friends of Caversham Court’ have expressed
to me their great disappointment that their efforts have
apparently gone un-noticed, and | would greatly ap-
preciate it if you would consider mentioning their work
in a future issue.

The work carried out in Caversham Court Gardens
by the 'Friends'is in areas not covered by the grounds
maintenance contract, but which are nevertheless in
need of improvement.

The group was formed in July 1991. In October the
group cleared out the ornamental pond, cutting back
the invasive pond weed and other vegetation which
threatened to take over the pond. The unsightly green
algae on the waterfalls was also removed. A visit to
the pond today to see the extent of this year's regrowth
demonstrates just how important the cleaning and
pruning work was! Similar work is planned later this
year.

Another of the Group's projects was to creale a
‘dead-hedge’ along the grass bank that covers the old
wall by the gazebo. This was to prevent people from
running up and down the bank, which was rapid,
eroding the listed wall. Acacia, cut from the stools on
the other side of the gardens, was used to form a frame,
around which nettles and brambles could grow, form-
ing a natural barrier, thus preserving the wall.

The most recent, and certainly most ambitious, group
project, was the creation, thanks to a grant from English
Nature, of a wildlife garden. What was a previously
uninspiring and much abused corner of the gardens,
has been planted with over forty different kinds of native
wildflowers and shrubs. Specialised wildlife habitats,
such as a log pile, grass bank and a rock habitat were
created to attract as wide a range of insects, birds and
animals as possible.

Volunteers from the group worked throughout March
and April 1992 to finish the project, which once
established, will serve not only a valuable source of food
and shelter for wildlife, but also as an important out-
door classroom in which to teach children about their
natural environment.

Some areas of grass have been left to grow long
This is to encourage native wildflowers to seed, and
to provide shelter for insects, which in turn provide food
for birds and bats.

| do hope this work can in some way be acknowledg-
ed, and the group given support by local people, since
they are endeavouring to conserve and protect one of
the most historic and beautiful sites in Caversham, If
not in the whole of Reading.

| would also like to take this opportunity to mention
a book entitled ‘A History of Caversham Court’, the only
book dealing exclusively with Caversham Court, of
which Mr H. Godwin Arnold is co-author.

For more details of the ‘Friends’ activities, please
contact either myself at the address below, or the group
secretary, Mr Cliff Bentley, 12 Auburn Court, Church
Road, Caversham.

Yours etc.
Richard Haworth
Park Ranger Service

Caversham Court Gardens
Church Road, Caversham
Reading RG4 7AD

Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Parker

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

_0734-580656
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NOTES FROM NAN]JI

Harriet Baker writes:
March 3rd. Annabelle’s room, The Dawn Garden.

We've had some dramatic changes in the weather
recently, from dry but cold days to warm, sunny ones
like May or June in England. Then the climax came with
a really heavy storm — bright sheet lightning, squally
winds, tremendously heavy rain and then the most enor-
mous hailstones, about 2cms. across (no kidding), which
fell for about 30 minutes. Now it is damp and cold, but
at least it's not so dusty and some leaves and grass are
appearing.

We've seen two Chinese Operas recently — one a
traditional one and the other a more modern one with
a political message. The traditional one lasted 3% hours
and by the end of it our nerves were in shreds and our
backsides numb! The music was so loud and so unplea-
sant (to our ears) to listen to, with very high pitched whin-
ing and scraping, claps, bangs, jingles, and plenty of
emotional wailing. But the scenery and costumes were
amazing and any monotony was relieved by acrobats
— performers throwing themselves across the stage with
backflips and somersaults in mid-air, and lots of juggl-
ing. We got the giggles when things went wrong and
people’s wigs fell off or the jugglers dropped their flam-
ing sticks. Once the heroine's trapeze failed and instead
of soaring gracefully upwards she was jerked off the stage
sideways and looked most surprised! The story was of
a Chinese folk legend and Confucius had an enormous
plastic head (all those brains) and hugely long ears which
are a sign of good fortune. When | went down to the
front of the auditorium to take photos | met a guy called
Wang Wen-Hui. He’s studying Chinese Opera in Nanj-
ing and his hoping to go to Hawaii University. He's very
interesting and willing to talk about the Cultural Revolu-
tion and the Communist Party as he isn’t a member. And
it was he who invited us to see the modern opera which
we enjoyed much more. It had a political theme and
was setin the time of the Japanese invasion and occupa-
tion of Northern China. These Operas were the only ones
allowed during the Cultural Revolution when all other
traditional style opera was banned. It told the story of
a brave young Communist man and his Communist
mother and daughter who, despite kidnap and torture
by the Japanese, refused to tell the secret of the ‘Red
Lantern” which was used to send secret messages to trains
passing through this remote area. They triumphed as
Communist heroes and although it was difficult to ask
Wang much above the blaring music it was good to have

NG

Peter's and Caversham
Heights) and her friend Annabelle at the Plum
Blossom Exhibition, Nanjing, China.

Harriet Baker (St.

him there to explain the story of us. Since that evening
Wang has called to see us at the school and left a tape
for us to record some English conversation, radio pro-
grammes etc. to help him with his English which is not
brilliant. We invited him in for a chat but it wasn’t easy
to get a conversation going but after many awkward
silences and blatant hints he finally left. No doubt we
shall see him again.

We're being taught some Chinese by Miss Xue at the
school and Annabelle is finding it very confusing hav-
ing had no previous knowledge. The little that | learned
in evening classes is useful for shopping, bargaining, and
getting simple messages across to Zhang, Wang or Pang
Shi Fui all of whom help in the school or the Dawn
Garden where we live.

We haven't found anywhere to learn silk painting or
calligraphy yet but will keep our eyes and ears open.
We have discovered that we both secretly enjoy sket-
ching and painting and have spent one of the rare warm
days painting the Purple Mountain and surrounding farms
and fields. After visiting the Nanjing Plum Blossom Ex-
hibition we tried copying their very beautiful style of

painting full branches of
blossom and discovered
how difficult it is. The Ex-
hibition was held on an
island in Xuanhu lake.
There were displays out-
side of miniature gardens
with plum trees, winter
jasmine, bridges, pools
and rocks (some real and
some cardboard cut-outs).
Indoors there were
endless flower ar-
rangements submitted for
competition. Annabelle
and | decided that we

weren’t sufficiently
Chinese to appreciate
their idea as

to what makes for a
beautiful flower arrange-
ment. FOUT rooms were
full of Bonsai trees — a
mind boggling quantity.
Some were lovely with
delicate shapes and fresh
blossoms, but others look-
ed so artificially twisted
that | pitied them. Most
had had bits grafted on to
them so that there were
different coloured
blossoms on a single tree.

<
<><><>

On this Saturday com-
ing we have a trip with
the school to a neighbour-
ing village called
Laoshang — we can’t find
it on the map but can’t
wait to see another place.
I'll tell you all about it in
the next letter. Must dash
as it's time for the next
lesson with the Senior
One drama group — we

intend teaching them
charades. Should be
amusingl..........

ROOT GROUPS

Since 1980 USPG (United Society for the
Propagation of the Gospel) has offered
short-term experience for groups of three
or four to live and work together in
Anglican parishes. Root Groups are self-
funding, but supervised by USPG. David
Allsopp (St Peter’s and St Margaret’s)
reports from his year with Gloucester Root
Group as he prepares to go to Cambridge
University.

K K kK ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok ok

GLOUCESTER: Root Group at St
Oswald, Coney Hill

Formed in 1935, this twelve thousand
suburban parish has council and private

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461336.

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE

WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

ALL OCCASIONS
13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461070. FAX: 0734 461070J

housing estates. The parish has a reputa-
tion of hard grind for clergy and chur-
chpeople. Most of the congregation are
from private estates. Most of the pastoral
work is in the council estates. Communi-
ty facilities are minimal. With regular con-
gregation of forty struggling to make ends
meet, there are many gaps between
church and community. The Root Group
seems the only church ‘youth’ (apart from
Sunday School) in church life. We try to
bridge the gaps.

A Root Group offers an extra resource
to try new ideas in an already fully stret-
ched parish. We visit on behalf of the
church. We involve ourselves in communi-
ty life. Years ago St Oswald’s asked for a
Root Group. Now, here we are!

LIVING TOGETHER

Since October 1991 we’ve shared a com-
mon purse, renting a house in the parish.
Living together as a Group of four has
been a key learning point, sharing daily

David abseiling with a
group of local boys

worship, feelings, expectations, reactions. We have a Group
Counsellor to keep us on the straight and narrow.

We are ‘teaching assistants’ in local schools. We feel we've
strengthened links with St Oswald’s by this, by work with local
boys’ football club, and the neighbourhood advice centre, which
produces and distributes a community magazine to one thousand
homes (I am its photographer). We also produce the church
magazine. [ help the vicar with parish administration. We help
with Junior Church, Confirmation classes, and Sunday even-
ing worship. I'd run a music group, but the only other instrumen-

talist is also a trumpeter!

ROOTS GROUPS ARE GOOD NEWS

Over two selection weekends Group members are selected and
we help select each other into a Group for the coming year and
decide where we will go. Believe me, these selection weekends

were intensive but enjoyable!

I recommend Root Group experience to any (18-30) who want
an adventurous year. You don’t make or lose money. But you
make lasting friendships and widen horizons. If you'd like to
know more, drop me a line (c/o 25 Ilkley Rd, RG4 7BD).

David Allsopp
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MILWARDS
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All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
Church Street, Caversham and
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

* X % %

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

RE you concerned about the

ethics of the investment funds
when commencing a pension, starting
amortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.
® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

Road, Caversham RG4 7RL |

Tel: 0734-461656 —
An Appointed Representative of
DBS @Mﬁﬁ‘?‘)
Financial —
Management
Not all the products/services advertised here are
regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and

the rules made for the protection of investors by
that Act will not apply to them.
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay-

ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Ph one Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701
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_ AROUND THE CHURCHES|

ST BARNABAS NEWS

As readers of this paper will know, the congregation of St Bar-
nabas has recently been involved in the formation of Fellowship
Groups. To date four meetings have been held by each of the
five groups and enthusiasm among members remains strong.
Each group is quite clearly developing its own particular feel
and, whilst following a basic format of silence, prayer, buzz
groups, discussion and closing prayers. Within that format there
has been room for members to give short talks, listen quietly
to music and just chat. Some groups, growing in Fellowship,
have been busy organising summer barbecues and Sunday
lunches.

However, Fellowship for Adults is not the only growth area
in the church. The young people have also been enjoying an
active programme and have participated in many local events,
including the Christian Pop Festival at Rivermead as well as their
own guided walk through Bugs Bottom. One wonders which of
these youngsters will reminisce in this paper in sixty years time
about the beauty of Bugs Bottom as it was! Meanwhile much
work needs to be done to keep the young people in the Church,
particularly as they approach their teenage years. The
Fellowship groups will be tackling this problem in the months
to come and it is hoped that much may be achieved.

DEANERY EUCHARIST
AT THE
EEISURE CENTRE

On Sunday 21st June fleets of cars and two double decker buses,
borrowed for the occasion from the Reading bus preservation socie-
ty, converged on the Leisure Centre, not to indulge in sporting ac-
tivities, but to take part in the Deanery Eucharist.

Hymns were played by the orchestra, conducted by Sara Brown,
Director of Music at Greyfriars Church, and led by last year’s Mayor,
Robert Dimmick, before the service began, and enthusiastically sung
by those patiently waiting.

The Eucharist followed the usual pattern after an introduction by
the Rural Dean. The Bishop of Reading celebrated, and the Revd David
Winter, Bishop's Officer for Evangelism, preached. He used the
analogy of the garage’s check list for servicing a car to point out that
to live a Christian life we needed a check list for our actions, and that
there are plenty of New Testament examples of what are the Chris-
tian standards for living and spreading the Gospel.

The actual Communion took place at strategic points round the Hall,
and it was interesting to note that last year's Mayoress, Margaret Dim-
mick, who is a Reader, assisted at one of the points.

A highlight at this part of the proceedings was the re-entry of the
Bishop, carrying his crook, leading a child and followed by a ‘flock’
of children, joined together by holding a large rope.

To more rousing hymns the service ended, and the congregation
departed leaving some of the very enthusiastic party still singing and
clapping choruses.

ST ANNE’'S
NEWS

Confirmation at the Church of
Our Lady and St Anne, Caversham

It was a great occasion at the Church of
Our Lady and St Anne on 6th May when
twenty-six girls and boys received the
sacrament of Confirmation from His Grace
the Archbishop Maurice Couve de Mur-
ville of th= Birmingham Archdiocese. He
confirmed each child with chrism of Ho-
ly Oil and prayed for the gifts of the Holy
Spirit over all the chilren.

His wise words and encouragement
reached out to all the congregation. He
especially praised the parents for helping
and supporting their children, including
the team of Catechists who dedicated their

time to instruct them. He thanked Revd Fr
Meagher for all hard work and was
generous in his comments and praise of
the beauty of the church and its furnishings
which was always maintained to a very
high standard.

Throughout the ceremony of the Con-
firmation Mass the church choir sang
beautifully and was supported by the
children’s choir of St Anne’s School. After
the cerernony Revd Fr Meagher invited the
families and parishioners for refreshments
in the church hall, where the Archbishop
presented each child with a Confirmation
Certificate.

His Grace the Archbishop Maurice Couve de Murville with a candidate at the Confirmation Mass
at the Church of Our Lady and St Anne.
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32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

YOU WHO HAVE EARS

Someone once said that God gave us two
ears and one mouth and that therefore we
were meant to use our ears twice as much as
our mouth! Dietrich Bonhoeffer said ‘Many
people are looking for an ear that will listen.
They do not find it among Christians, because
Christians are talking when they should be
listening. He who no longer listens to his
brother or sister will soon no longer be listen-
ing to God either...’

If you find yourself agreeing with these
statements and would like to improve your
listening skills there are several opportunities
to do so in Caversham this Autumn at a varie-
ty of levels.

LISTENING TO OTHERS a teaching day at
The Vine, 4 The Mount, will be held on Thurs-
day 17 September from 10am to 3.30pm. Cost,
including lunch, §5. To book phone Fi Radford
on 483965.

A MINI COURSE IN CHRISTIAN LISTENING
aimed at increasing the awareness of listen-
ing among Christians so that they might listen
better at home at work and within the church.
The course will run for four consecutive Fri-
day evenings from 25th September to 16th Oc-
tober from 7.30pm to 10pm, and will be held

at St Andrew’s Vicarage, Harrogate Road. Cost
§5. Tutor Rosemary Carpenter tel. 472788.

BASIC (FULL) COURSE IN CHRISTIAN
LISTENING intended for those who, having
satisfactorily completed the course, would be
prepared to offer themselves to be used in a
ministry of listening to others in the communi-
ty. For this reason the written recommenda-
tion of your Minister is needed to come on the
course, which comprises 11 evening sessions
and 2 Saturday Workshops, with a commit-
ment to ongoing monthly meetings for sup-
port, supervision and further training. The
course will be held at Caversham Baptist Free
Church starting on Wednesday 16 September
and will cost $30. Tutors Sheila Goldsmith
(475303) or Pat Antell (474787).

If you would like to learn more about this
course or any of the others listed before there
will be an opportunity to meet all the course
tutors THURSDAY 3 SEPTEMBER AT 7.30pm
at Caversham Baptist Free Church.

Do come along and find out more. Listening
is foundational to all good counselling and to
improved family and other relationships. But
be warned — listening can seriously change
your outlook on life!

F.R.
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RESIDENTS™ VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

Here is a list of restrictions attached to the
planning consent for building in Bugs Bottom.
There are others of which infringement will
be less apparent, but the following can be
detected by anyone keeping an eye on the
valley and its immediate environs.

1. No fires of any kind are to be lit on the site

2. No parking of any vehicles connected with

the site (workers’, delivery or construction)

permitted on public roads or verges.

No unloading of building materia%s from

public roads.

No mud to be left on the public highway.

Protecting hoarding round the site to be

maintained in good condition.

Existing rights of way to be preserved dur-

ing construction.

7. No excessive noise to be permitted
(Decibel measures have been set).

8. Work to take place only between 8.00 and
18.00 hours Monday to Friday and 8.00
and 13.00 hours Saturdays. No Sunday nor
Bank Holiday working.

9. No deliveries to site before 9.30 or after
15.30 Monday to Friday. None at
weekends or Bank Holidays.

10. TREES. About half the trees are to be re-
tained and the restare to be replaced. Those
to be retained must be protected from
damage. Hand excavation only to be per-
mitted in root areas of trees to be retained.
No root over 5cm to be severed. Pipes and
cables to be inserted under roots. No tree
work to be carried out between March and
July inclusive. Trees dying within a year to
be replaced.

Note Trees along the lynchet in Phase | and

by the access road to Tredegar Road will be

particularly vulnerable.

w

O TULEES

If you see anything during working hours,
ring Stuart Hylton, Planning and Environmen-
tal Health Manager, in the Department of
Leisure and Environmental Services and whose
‘phone number is 390444 and he will pass on
messages where appropriate. Outside work-
ing hours call to Reading 472300 or 472864
will be passed on to the appropriate number
at the earliest possible moment.

Work could start any time from now on-
wards. If you see anything, try to gather a few
friends or neighbours together and go stand
there, preferably with posters, and do anything
you feel appropriate. Illegal actions, such as
damaging property, cannot be supported (even
though the builders themselves will be per-
manently damaging the valley) but there is still
quite a lot of scope for legal action that will
register disapproval.

- Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

BUGS BOTTOM — WHAT YOU CAN DO

ROAD SAFETY

It would be a rash person who would assert
that prelimary construction would not start
before September when Higgs and Hill have
very specifically stated they intend to start in
July. It has however also been stated that no
building can start before the access road and
junction at Kidmore Road have been satisfac-
torily constructed, as it is on that side that the
first phase of building will start.

The Highway Engineering section of the
Borough Council has taken the view that as
the Appeal Inspector said that was where the
access road should go, it was their job to make
it fit road regulations as well as possible.
However, with a dip and a bend in the road
at that point and no footpath for a considerable
length on one side, any one familiar with it
knows that it is not suitable to take any more
traffic than it already does. An extra road
leading in there would be an accident waiting
to happen.

At the Transport Committee Meeting held
to pass these plans, after concern had been ex-
pressed by local councillors, it was agreed to
defer a decision until the next Committee
Meeting in September, whilst the possibility
of providing a footpath was explored. This
would seem to mean that work on the junc-
tion cannot start before September, though at-
tempts have been made to interpret the deci-
sion differently. Local Councillors and
residents at an on-site meeting were in no
doubt that a lot more work needed doing if
that junction was to be in any way satisfactory.

ROAD UPHEAVAL

Meanwhile residents on the opposite side
of the valley, where the need for a decision
is less immediate as building there will only
take place in later phases, have been getting
increasingly concerned as details about what
is proposed have become more widely known.
The position there is much more complex, as
the Inspector in his report of 1987 laid down
that roads and junctions from Bugs Bottom to
Buckingham Drive will all need changes to
take the increased traffic.

At a well attended meeting organised by Em-
mer Green Residents’ Association, the many
people who would be affected made it clear
that they did not see why their lives should
be disrupted, their journey lengths increased,
their safety threatened and the character of
their roads destroyed to accommodate a
development they have never wanted and
which will bring them no benefits whatsoever.
They were not prepared to accept either one
or the other of the two proposals on offer, or
failing that, to find themselves, through the
community charge, having to pay for any later
so-called improvements if the building went
ahead using the existing road lay-out, and this
became inadequate to cope with the traffic in-
crease. The message to the Borough Traffic
Department was to come up with something
more satisfactory and not allow themselves to
be pressurised by the builders into agreeing
to unsatisfactory solutions.

NEW BROOMS

With the departure of Michael Kenworthy,
the former Director of Planning and Technical
Services, to take up a post in the north of
England, the opportunity was taken to re-
organise these services by disbanding its func-
tions amongst other departments, chiefly that
of Leisure and Environmental Services. Caver-
sham and District Residents’ association was
only one of a number of organisations which
found this news somewhat disturbing.

Reading comes under heavy pressure (ie
somewhat reduced in the present recession)

from developers for schemes that are not
always in the best interests of the town, and
it seemed to many that what was required was
a separate department with its own director
to be able to deal with them on equal terms.
To amalgamate two departments, each of them
an amalgamation of two other departments,
did not seem the best way of doing this.

The Association approached Mrs Sylvie
Pierce, the new Chief Executive of the
Borough, with their concern. She wrote them
a detailed reply, explaining that these steps had
been taken to make savings and at the same
time maintain and improve services.

Planning will now go off to Environmental
Health and Stuart Hylton will head this sec-
tion. He is a qualified planner and well known
to Caversham people for championing the
cause of Bugs Bottom. The valuers have mov-
ed to the Chief Executive’s Department where
they will work with the legal section, and the
surveyors are now in the Housing Department,
where most of their work had always been
done.

Inquirers will have to re-learn how to find
the service they require. Councillors will be
keeping a watching brief to see how well the
new system works, as will the Residents’
Association and others.

BLOOD AND THUNDER

As Caversham’s summer calendar follows its
familiar course, only this year graced by much
more favourable weather than usual, it was
pleasing to welcome the return of Shakespeare
to Caversham Court. Those with a long
memory will recall that open air performances
by Berkshire Shakespeare Players used to be
an annual event before they moved off to the
Abbey Ruins, which they also had to leave
when these became unsafe.

This year another company, Fourth Wall
Productions, locally based with many of its
members graduates of Reading University, put
on a week’s performances of King Lear in mid-
June with warm dry weather all the time. They
are a young talented company. The Fool, who
doubled as Cordelia (much food for thought
here) was excellent, her Commedia del Arte
experience standing her in good stead. The

Page 7

part of Lear requires
a lot of stamina, not
easy for an actor who
is portraying ‘a very
foolish, fond old
man, four score and
upwards’. This Lear
did not even attempt
to look the part.
There was none of
the white hair so
often referred to. His
was a good thick
crop of brown curls,
and he was clearly in
the prime of life, but
all the same he was
in complete control
of a demanding part.

==} =)

The play is not for
the squeamish. The
blinding of
Gloucester and the
fights, produced
audible gasps and
shudders from the
audience. The storm
sounded so realistic,
one expected to tind
oneself getting soak-
ed to the skin.

(==} =]

The performance
was in the round,
which in the open air
meant it was
sometimes difficult to
hear what was being
said. On the other
hand, it gave a
freedom of move-
ment of which the
players took full ad-
vantage. A return
visit next summer
might restart a
welcome tradition.
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ST LUKES

RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

in a quiet a

an up to d

team on:

This lovely, purpose built home is situated

rea of Emmer Green. We offer

a high standard of care in a warm and cosy
atmosphere.

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with

ate Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management

(0734) 461424

e

obile Beauty Therapist,
BABTAC: IFHB IHBC

Electrolysis, Facial
and
Body Treatments

Telephone
(0734) 479292

RBC Reg. No.A/19861

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

Extensions - Repairs - Alterations
Patios - Pools -
Plumbing - Carpentry - Brickwork

Ponds - Plastering - Roofing

25 Gosbroo
Caversham,
Reading

Free Estimates

k Road,
Telephone
Reading (0734) 478306

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham,

Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

: MIKE
=% UR THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

Mrs Sylv

yia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings

WHITSUN VISIT
TO DUSSELDORF

by
PETE LITTLEWOOD

On Friday 5th June members of the Reading Dusseldorf Associa-
tion left Heathrow for the short trip across the North Sea to touch
down at Disseldorf’s airport in the early afternoon to be the guests
of that town’s Anglo German Club for the Whit weekend.

Our hosts, led by Margret and Herman Benninghoff, the Chair-
person and Secretary of the Club, whisked us away to the Rubezahl
restaurant in the centre of town for a welcoming drink followed by
a tour of the remainder of the building above the restaurant, the
building being the House of East Germany, on the top floor of which
the Anglo German Club holds it regular Wednesday evening meetings.
Then it was back to the homes of our hosts for the evening meal, and
a chance to get to know our hosts better.

Saturday saw us embark on the Public Transport tour with rides
on buses, trams, trolleybuses, and three types of railways —
underground, overhead, and S Bahn suburban. Journeys on all these
services were covered by a special group ticket, recently introduced
on the Ist June. For the price of DM 10 you can buy a one day ticket
for five persons allowing them to travel on any or all of these dif-
ferent types of transport from Duisburg in the North to Dormegan
in the South, and Willich in the West to Wuppertal in the East, an
area virtually equivalent in size to that of Greater London. At DM
2, or 66p per person this is superb value for money — British Rail and
Bus Companies please note!!!

In Wuppertal we stopped at a delightfully picturesque village where
the roofs and walls were tiled in black slate. Then it was on to the
village of Burg, via Solingen, for the chairlift up to Oberburg. Being
privately owned the chairlift was not covered by the “‘Rover’' ticket.
As the chairlift ascended it passed over the river before rising up the
mountain side to Schloss Burg. On landing we entered a restaurant
Lo partake of a meal which was the equivalent of the English coun-
try cream tea, one of the courses being a large waffle topped with
a mixture of boiled short grain rice, whipped cream and icing sugar,
all covered with a sprinkling of cinnamon — delicious!

After a tour round the Schloss Burg (a medieval castle which had
been recently restored) it was time to descend in the chair-lift in the
pouring rain — an unforgettable experience! A short walk took us to
the trolleybus turntable terminus when we returned to Disseldorf,
again via Solingen. In the evening we all came together for a meal
at the Weinkruger in Balkerstrasse where both the food and the con-
versation were excellent.

On Whit Sunday we split into two groups. One, under Hermann Ben-
ninghoff, for a tour of Diisseldorf, while the other, under Hermann's
wife, Margret, took the Schnellzug, or Intercity train, to Cologne for
a visit to the Cathedral, and the new Roman Museum whose many
artifacts, from statues to terrazzo floors, were only discovered after
World War 2 during excavations for the foundations of the new
buildings.

Before returning to Disseldorf we took lunch in a brewery-
restaurant where we sampled sauerkraut washed down with a glass
of *‘altbier’, or ‘“‘old beer’.

The evening meal was taken in the ‘“Top 180’ restaurant at the top
of the Rheinturm (the equivalent of London’s Post Office Tower) one
hundred and eighty metres above ground whilst its spire soars up a
further seventeen and half metres. The ““Top 180" revolves through
three hundred and sixty degrees every hour giving a superb panoramic
view of the Rhein, the town, and its surrounding countryside.

Monday morning started with an inspection of the Rheiniiferstrasse
construction. This is a huge length of tunnelling which will take traf-
fic under the East bank of the Rhein from the Oberkassler Bridge in
the North to way past the Rheinknie Bridge in the South, parts being
wide enough for traffic flow in both directions on the same level whilst
at other parts it is necessary to build two tunnels, one on top of the
other, because of the proximity of buildings. This is a gigantic under-
taking which is estimated will cost four hundred and eighty-five Deut-
chmarks (£167 million), and is expected to be finished by December
1993.

A visit to the Stadtmuseum followed. This is a combination of an
old building and a large new extension. Two things forcibly struck me
here. One was a painting of the town seen from the West bank of the
Rhine during a night-time bombing raid in World War 2 with the sky
being a lurid red sea of flame, whilst the other was a modern art
sculpture — a supermarket trolley loaded with groceries, next to an
old wooden handcraft.

On this, our last day, we all took lunch at the Frankenheim, another
brewery-restaurant, before returning to the airport at the height of
a very severe thunderstorm for the flight back to Heathrow.

So ended our third visit to our twin town as guests of their Anglo
German Club, and we sincerely thank all their members for making
our stay such a resounding success.
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SUE RYDER
SUPPORT GROUP
CAVERSHAM

The quizzes are now ready and in the
hands of distributors — if you are willing
to sell some please contact Mrs. A. Deane
— 473798 or Miss G. Wolters — 472605
who will gladly oblige. They should be in
all the churches and Church House,
Caversham.

The group wish to thank people who
give regularly to keep us going but would
still like to hear from anybody who is will-
ing to make cakes or any other handicraft
for us to sell at our events like the two fast
approaching — The Swallowfield Show on
the first Sunday in September and The
Mayor’s Market, on the last Thursday in
November.

FORTHCOMING
EVENTS

As mentioned in an earlier issue of the
‘Bridge’, Joan Dils has recently been
conducting a course of classes during
which, with the aid of old census
returns, efforts have been made to
work out in some detail the build up
of Caversham in the last century. All
the results are now being put together
in a way which should interest our
readers and it is hoped they will even-
tually be published in the ‘Bridge’.

BERKSHIRE FIELD
RESEARCH GROUP

The Group was founded over 30 years ago as
the practical arm of the Berkshire Archaeological
Society which has enjoyed Royal patronage for
over 120 years. Every decade or so new blood joins
the Committee and decide that this is the time for
a membership drive. Over 200 people attended re-
cent Town Hall lectures, showing great public in-
terest in heritage subjects.

The Group plans to tap this interest with a series
of visits to sites in Berkshire and adjoining coun-
ties, including Lightwater, Surrey, where the young
archaeologists’ Club has its largest branch.
Members are surveying Barkham, a little-known
parish near Arborfield, and helping the Imperial
War Museum in a national survey of war
memorials. Like all societies, the group’s future
depends on an enthusiastic and expanding
membership, many being recruited from extra-
mural classes.

Many Caversham residents are already members
of the South Oxfordshire Archaeological Group
and Friends of Reading Abbey; details of other
societies (not always up-to-date) can be found on
the Berkshire view data in the libracy.

The BFRG Membership Secretary is: Mrs Anne
Harrison, 2 Murdoch Road, Wokingham, Berks.
RG11 2DA.

(Gail Spenc?‘
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have hought and sold in
Caversham for 17 years, and
my business is built on
personal recommendation.

I buy all types of antiques

and collectors items, especially
furniture, silver and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and houses cleared.

For expert advice call me on 473011
Qre is no charge, and no obligation J
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gmeme YOUTH ROADSHOW  Youtn

Hi there!

News has come in from the Milestone Duke
of Edinburgh Award Scheme that two young
people have gained their Bronze Awards —
the first ever Awards for Milestone — so we
offer MARK BAKER and DARREN WHITE
our warmest congratulations. We understand
that they are fully into their Silver Award
Trdining, and wish them well.

At each stage of Duke of Edinburgh bronze,
silver or gold — participants have to achieve
a certain standard in: Community Service; A
Skill (such as a pastime or hobby); Physical
Fitness and Expedition Work. Obviously the
standards are higher at each level, but often
those who achieve Gold end up with good jobs.
This is not necessarily because of the work
they have done — though this is very impor-
tant — but it is what it does for them as peo-
ple, giving them confidence and quality in
their lives. =

3

If you would to like to know more about the
Milestone D of E Award Scheme then contact
MIKE PONTING on Reading 483129.

If however you have more general en-
quiries, would like information leaflets, or te
know of schemes in a different area, please
contact: Roger Street at the D of E Office,
Watlington House, Watlington Street,
Reading, on Reading 587554.

B

Well, the summer holidays are upon us yet
again and we wonder what you will be doing
with your time. The following is a list of some
activities we have been told about: :
—EMMER GREEN CENTRE & MILESTONE

YOUTH WING will have their Senior Youth
Clubs operating for much of the time. For fur-
ther details ring ROY on 461329 or GILL on
476794.
—PLAYSCHEME. Free admission for 5-11
year olds only, at MILESTONE YOUTH WING
Northbrook Road, Caversham Park Village,
from 3rd August — 28th August, 10.00am —
4.00pm. Loads of fun and activities.
— PLAYCLUBS. EMMER GREEN CENTRE,
Grove Road, Emmer Green and
MAPLEDURHAM PLAYING FIELDS 22nd Ju-
ly to 4th September from 8.30am — 5.30pm.
Places must be booked in advance by ringing
SUE HOCKHAM on 390636. Cost per session:
Using Passport to Leisure B - £1.15
Using Passport to Leisure A - §2.40
Without Passport to Leisure - £6.55
—MOBILE SCHEMES. IAN MIKARDO WAY
— Amersham Road Caversham ‘Moby’ the
mobile playscheme will be there for 5-11 year
olds on the following dates: Tuesday
4th/11th/18th/25th August 11-12.30, Wed
5th/12th/19th/26th August 2-3.30 (Weather
permitting) Admission Free. Loads of outdoor
fun.
—ONE-OFF SCHEMES FOR YOUNG PEO-
PLE OF ALL AGES Mon 27th July. Free ad-
mission 11-3pm at JAN MIKARDO WAY Amer-
sham Road, Caversham.
- Mon. 3rd August. Free Admission 11-3pm at
The Common, Grove Road, Emmer Green
- Mon. 17th August. Fun bus and Action Van
2-4pm at lan Mikardo Way, Amersham Road,
Caversham. Free
- Tuesday st Sept. Fun bus and Action Van
2-4pm  Christchurch Meadows. Free
Admission.
- Wed. 2nd Sept. Fun Bus and Action Van
2-4pm lan Mikardo Way, Amersham Road,
Cav. Free.

SIERNVICE
Have a good
time.

Have fun and
keep safe.
And finally...

We have just been
reminded that we
are over half way to
next Christmas!!!

It's a long way off
in some ways but we
are giving advance
warning of the fact
that we are to hold a
mass youth Carol
Concert nearer that
time. We hope to
have a music group
and so if you can
play a musical instru-
ment to accompany
hymns and choruses,
please let us know.
We are also hoping to
ask a Christian per-
sonality to speak at
the evening. More in-
fo nearer the time.
Best wishes from
Roy and Gill
PS Despite rumours
to that effect the pic-
ture of Anthea
Prescot’s knitting
circle (next to last
month's Youth Road-
show) is NOT one of
our Youth Club
activities!!

BIRDS v. MAN

As the persistent cacophany of petrol and electric motor, sup-
plemented by modern music, daily pervade one's home and privacy,
| find it beneficial to seek sanctuary down in Hampshire for a few days

Long ago, one glorious summer, as members of the Anglo-Spanish
Society, we were welcome guests of the Duke of Wellington at Strat-
field Saye. After tea on that Gentleman's sumptuous lawns, | drove
down to Kimbridge where | fished the Mottisfont water, a legacy of
may Great Grandfather, a Scottish laird, until nightfall

Watching rings made by gently rising trout in the reflection of the
moon-kissed water, to the accompaniment of nightingale, a distant
nightjar, a much nearer grasshopper warbler, and a little owl, made
3 fitting ending to an unforgettable day

Often on the Test, as the mayfly come down thick and fast, the song
of common sandpiper, redshank, warblers, cuckoo, turtle dove and
the mating-call of little grebe form a musical back-drop to this idyllic

setting, whilst swallow, swift and house martin dart erractically
overhead

One may ponder the question, “*How adaptable are birds to noise-
pollution?”*

| recall when kestrels began to breed in Inner London from Subur-
bia and the adjoining countryide. Years later, | saw the same species,
seemingly nesting in the steeple of St. Giles church in Reading

A flock of golden plover annually, took up residence at the end of
a heathrow runway, whilst just down the road at Perry Oaks sewage-
farm, (now INSIDE the Airport precincts!), many incredibly rare species
of wader occurred

Three years ago, four waxings frequented trees alongside the A4
at Maidenhead as heavy traffic thundered past each day. The follow
ing year a hoopoe stayed nearby, for several weeks

Nearer home, the story is sadly one of daily noise and disturbance,
especially for small migrants seeking to establish their long-standing,

nesting sites

The Hemdean House School’s blackcap, again sang valiantly for
three weeks, and finally deserted

Balmore's chiffchaff, arrived
on April 9th (what better date?!),
but soon moved on after ““fuell-
ing up"* from the local insect
population

Song 15 vital for attracting a
mate and the protection of ter-
ritory. If unable to make
themselves heard, birds can and
will desert, and this year, many
nave done so in this area! Caver
sham is now NOT so amendable
10 the birds!

We who prefer God's Han-
diwork, and more importantly,
the birds themselves, — are the
losers

“SCOPS OWL".

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

Catering Division

26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

Ted Burnell’s Art Classes
Exhibition in Thameside School Hall

o
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WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

VA e L S G
Independent Fitting Service

. T ar =

Complete kitchen &
bathroom planning including
all plumbing and
electrical work.

I can also supply and fit a
selective range of quality
kitchens and bathrooms.

corGl

@

Just give me a call for your
FREE quotation on

Reading 0734 476350

CLAY TIME

Hobby Ceramic Centre
27 Farnham Drive
(Shopping Centre)

Caversham Park Village

Reading (0734) 462212

Try a creative new hobby, relax and
forget your worries.
Call in for a chat and see what you
can do.
NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
FREE TUITION GIVEN
100s of items to choose from.
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES.

Also open Monday & Wednesday evening

TAX RETURNS

BASIC RATE PAYERS ..
. HUSBAND & WIFE

FOR EACH RETURN £5 IS SENT TO CHRISTIAN AID OR CAFOD

Write for details to:
W. GROVE A.C.1.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 8XE

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE. | DO NOT SELL

INVESTMENTS, INSURANCE, OR ACT AS AN AGENT

 CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232
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John Kitcher & Son

re-located to
SPRING FARM STABLES
WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING
Telephone (0491) 872103

Free Estimates in your own home

CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

\

Large range of patterns to choose from

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

HAND PAINTED CHINA
By LINDA CLARKE

Christening & Wedding Plates
Pet Portraits & Door Plaques

Tel: 481271 for details
Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS a

”

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Teleph‘one Reading 477904

PHOTOGRAPHS }
WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPORT

; - §

1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM 7l

.
o)

sasasa)

Caversham
W.I.

Members were in-
vited to a Strawberry
Supper at the June
meeting of the Caver-
sham W.l. The St
John'’s church choir ex-
pertly entertained with
a variety of songs,
poetry and music, and
the members enjoyed a
delicious supper.

The competition, a
poem to Summer, was
won by Mrs Mary
Jenkins. The Meeting
was closed by the
Chairman, Mrs Sue
Taylor.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townwomen's
Guild

The Guild members
have recently decided
to renew their interest
in seeing how their
town works and what it
has to offer the visitor
and have enjoyed visits
to the Police Station
and the Mayor’s
Parlour. Another very
sucessful coffee morn-
ing was held this time
nearer Emmer Green to
give members there a
chance to enjoy a
social morning while
fund raising. It's cer-
tainly a cleaner oc-
cupation than Jumble
Sale sorting!

We have been
delighted to see safer
play equipment
established at the Far-
nham Drive shops site
on Caversham Park
and to hear from our
monthly speaker that
the Emmer green play-
ing field site is soon to
be up-graded. Our
speaker was in fact
Miss Tina Carson, a
park ranger based in
Caversham Court. She
gave us a vivid ex-
planation of her work
in and around Reading
and how they give
education to our
children with their
work parties and fun
days with a suitable
tool.

MRS. L. GREY
It was with the
deepest regret that

members learned of
the death of Mrs. Linda
Grey who joined the
Guild in 1963 soon
after its formation. She
became a committee
member in 1966
organising the Social
Studies Group and ac-
ting as Hostess to
welcome visitors and
speakers. She organis-
ed many outings
together with her hus-
band Dick, then a
driver with Spiers
coaches of Henley.
Dick knew exactly
how big a space a
coach needed and we
had many an exciting
times exploring. After
his retirement he
would still come out
showing the new
drivers a few accep-
table by-roads. In 1970
Mrs. Grey also added
the task of assistant
treasurer, but keeping
Social Studies until
1973 when she took
over the sales table.
This job only lasted a
year before 1975 saw
her return to outings
which she continued to
do until 1978.

Arthritis then
became a problem but
it never dulled her en-
thusiasm and in 1987
she was made the
Guild President a
honour that she truly
treasured and did so
well, holding the
Honour until 1990.

During her time on
committee she also
represented the Guild
at federation meetings.
Linda had always bak-
ed the Birthday cake
and also with her hus-
band ran superb raffles
at all our parties.

Maplewood
W.I.

The June meeting
heard a lively and
detailed report from
the delegate to the
NFWI intermediate
general meeting at
Bournemouth, which
members found very
interesting.

This was followed by
a demonstration of
flower arranging by
Mrs Rose Painter. Her
first display was of cop-
per leaves and berberis
with flags, iris, foxglove

and pink carnations to
harmonise with the
holder, a tall pink and
blue lampstand. Next
she made a green and
creamy yellow ar-
rangement with carna-
tions and scabious on a
silver stand, and final-
ly she made a pretty
decoration in a tea cad-
dy. Her lovely displays
were much admired by
her audience.

The flower of the
month competition
was won by Mrs V.
Moodie  with a
philadelphus blossom.

Caversham
Ladies Club

Mrs Harwood the
Chairman opened the
meeting with a warm
welcome to members,
and then explained
about the cancellation
of the May meeting.
Club business was
soon dispensed with
and the Speaker for the
afternoon, Mrs Joan
Blackall was then in-
troduced. She was go-
ing to demonstrate the
art of making flowers
from coloured nylon
tights etc., and judging
from the beautiful
display set out on a
long table, members
were in for a very in-
teresting afternoon.

From single flowers
to small elegant ar-
rangements and
gradually moving up to
beautiful table centre
displays, members
were shown how to
make these delicate
flowers which looked
so easily put together
in  Mrs Blackall’s
hands, and small single
kits were purchased by
members keen to have
a go. All too soon time
caught up; Mrs Har-
wood thanked Mrs
Blackall for a very en-
joyable and interesting
afternoon and
members showed their
appreciation in the
usual way.

Refreshment time
also completed, it was
time for closure with a
reminder that the July
meeting was a talk with
slides of the Kennet
and Avon Canal by Mr
Crosier.

Emmer Green
Townswomen'’s
Guild

In June the ladies of
Emmer Green
Townswomen'’s Guild
met to be delighted
with a visit from Mrs
Barbara Simpson who

decorates eggs,
Fabergé style. She ex-
plained that the first
decorated eggs were
thought to date from
772 BC and were
found in China, Persia
and in tombs of the
Pharoahs. Eggs have
also been discovered
in Germany and dated
as early as the fourth
century AD and were
owned by Edward the
Second and Louis the
Fourteenth amongst
others, making this an
extremely popular and
valued craft consistent-
ly through the ages.
The American Egg
Craft Guild is just over
twelve years old and is
growing world-wide.
Mrs  Simpson herself
started in the early
nineteen eighties when
she saw a friend’s Ruby

Wedding gift and
became fascinated. She
explained the

mechanics of blowing
and cutting eggs and
lining and decorating
them, showing the
tools and methods she
uses. The smallest eggs
are those of the
budgerigar and the
ostrich egg being the
largest. Goose eggs are
the most widely used
but chicken’s eggs are
unreliable as the
thickness of the shell
varies emormously
from egg to egg. Mrs
Simpson always uses
farmed eggs as stressed
that those in the wild
should not be
gathered. The display
Mrs Simpson brought
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to show members was
breathtaking and very
beautiful. Many eggs
were hinged, opening
to display exquisite lin-
ings or lovely little
scenes. One ostrich
egg had a small or-
chestra inside, all hand
made, and another
opened at the front and
both sides revealing a
wonderful Japanese
panorama. Although
members had seen the
plain undecorated eggs
and had the methods
of decoration
demonstrated to them
it was still hard' to
believe that the
beautiful objects on
display had started
from such humble
beginnings. Many
could well become
collectors items of the
future. Mrs Ly
Nicholson gave the
vote of thanks.
Members were
shocked and saddened
to hear of the sudden
and unexpected death
of Mrs E. Swaine. A
Guild member for
many years she had
recently spent a week
with a Guild on a walk-
ing holiday in the Isle
of Arran. Condolences
had been sent to her
family and a collection
will be made in her

memory.
The Arts and Craft
group are thriving with
visits to the various ex-
hibits during Reading'’s

Gerard F Shields

Retail Greengrocer
and supplier of Health Foods

The Salad Bowl

7 Milestone Way
Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8XM
Tel: (0734) 473770

] T ooldridge

0734 482584

SPECIALISING IN

CAVERSHAM

HEATING,
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE

DOMESTIC WORK
105 KINGS ROAD

READING RG4 8DS

PLUMBING

1.D Collingon cmpii

CLOCKMAKER
i 78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548
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to mention a few over
the last ten years. The
effort and ingenuity of
guild members and
their families is amaz-
ing and it is very satis-
fying to know that the
hard work and fun
adds to such wor-
thwhile rewards.
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Visual Arts Week,
several members hav-
ing items on display,
and a garden visit. The
new Words and Music
group is also proving
popular with poetry of
a wide variety being
read and discussed at
the last meeting, and
Diaries to be the theme
of the next one. The
Ramblers’ fortnightly
walks are well attend-
ed with walks round
Nuffield and Wood-
cote having taken
place, and a sponsored
walk around
Hambledon for the
MacMillan Nurses, all
receiving their “Mac-
Million”” sticker at the
end.

The report from the
Federation stated that
there is £22,000 left
from the money raised
to provide new
woodlands in Britain
and this will enable a

STAR
Reading Branch
of the University
of the Third Age

JUNE ACITIVITIES
The Books group
continued their study
of the 19th Century
novel with readings
from the works of
Smollett and  Sterne.
Some members found
Smollett unattractive
but enjoyed the gentle
humour of ‘The Sen-
timental Journey’. The
Playreaders have been

fifth wood to be relishing Shavian wit
planted probably in the by reading "You Never
Midlands. Also the Can Tell’. Early in the

Dhaka fund at present ~ month Jean Thompson

stands at £600,000 — held a Coffee Morning
money raised solely by ~ at her home; the
the Townswomen’s weather precluded
Movement and ad-  sunbathing on the roof
ministered on their  but there was a large
behalf by the Save the  attendance and Star
Children Charity, pro-  benefitted by £38.

viding a Mother and The Open Meeting
Baby Clinic. Itdoes not in the Kennet Room at
appear to be widely  the Civic Centre con-
known of the tremen-  sisted of a talk by Den-

dous work the nis Lester entitled
Townswomen's Guilds ~ ‘Elderly by Design’. He
undertake  raising told of how The Centre

for Applied Geron-
tology at Birmingham
University is concern-
ed with possible im-
provements in the
design of all types of
manufactured goods
used by older people.
The Centre needs help
in the form of market

thousands of pounds
for worthy causes, the
provision of a new
ward at Stoke
Mandeville Hospital,
the building and fun-
ding of the Dhaka
Clinic and the funding
of five new woodlands
in the British Isles, just

- NICHOLAS

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

o

Est. 1882
for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK
including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,
etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Tel. (0734) 591231

research and the
meeting concluded
with members being
invited to participate.
Members were invited
to accept on applica-
tion form to join the
panel of market resear-
chers known as ‘The
Thousand Elders’.

The Classical Music
Group was given a lec-
ture recital by Rachel
Porter on the oboe and
its music; she was ac-
companied by her hus-
band on the piano and
the violin.

The Scrabble Group
is flourishing and
meets three times each
month. Anyone in-
terested in joining
should phone 478672
The Writers Group had
a very amusing
meeting, each member
contributing on the
theme ‘My Life by a
Reading pigeon’. The
Travel  Discussion
Group consisted of a
talk on Egypt and a
report on Star’s recent
trip to Paris. The
Debating Group met to
debate ‘That selective
schools should
become the norm’
which was overwhelm-
ingly defeated. The
new Astronomy Group
had an interesting talk
on the planets. The
Walkers walked along
the towpath from
Aldermaston to Theale
and visited the small
Heritage Centre by the
side of the canal.

New members are
always welcome at
STAR; please ring the
Membership Secretary,
Mrs Grace McGregor,
Reading 866037 for
details.

Caversham
Community
Association

On the first of June
the members were ask-
ed to bring items of
special interest to them
and to explain the
reason why to the club.
Monica Suggett com-
menced by displaying
an ornamental lamp
she bought on a recent
holiday in Tunisia.
Monica described the
horse riding displays,
her ride on a camel to
an oasis and meals
with local delicacies
on the menu. Ted
Howard showed a
beautifully engraved
woodblock that had
belonged to his uncle
and must have been at
least 100 years old.
Ted had made a fine
print from it in his prin-
ting days. It depicted a
fully laden coach and
horses and was much
admired. Olive
Howard brought
photographs of places
she visited on an en-
joyable holiday made

this year to Norfolk.
Olive described the
guided tour around
Norwich, seeing the
fine cathedral and the
Colman’s  mustard
original shop.
Memorable visits were
made to the shrine of
Our Lady of Wals-
ingham and  Ely
cathedral. Betty Pether-
bridge handed round a
treasured possession - a
bookmark from her
mother’s diary. It had
been in the last entry
that her sick mother
had made when she
wrote that she would
not see her little girl
grow up and left her in
God's hands. Betty’s
mother died when Bet-
ty was two and a half
years old. Dorothy
Osborne brought a pair
of tiny binoculars
belonging to her hus-
band. These were
decorated with
mother of pearl and
had pictures of Paris,
dated 1908, inserted in
the lens. Maida Feast
had pictures on view of
the Dutch bulb fields
brought home from a
holiday with her hus-
band George. They
also visited the colour-
ful Koukenhof gardens
and a cheese market.
Margaret Cameron
showed the members
photographs of her
mother’s family.
Margaret’s aunt, who
had died recently at the
age of ninety six, had
amongst her belong-
ings a charming
photograph of her
brothers and sisters.
Portrayed with them
was her brother Claud
who died at five years
of age. His Sunday
School prize was due
to be presented on a
day in January 1899
when, sadly instead,
his funeral took place.
Evelyn Cook was the
final speaker. She
brought her discharge
papers she received at
the end of the Second
Great War, when she
served in the Royal Air
Force for fourteen shill-
ings for two weeks
work. Evelyn was an
ambulance driver and
said 56,000 men were
killed in Bomber Com-
mand. She saw many
men who had been
badly burned and
some whose nerves
were shattered. As a
Christian she did not
believe in glorifying
war but appreciated
the subsequent forty
seven years of com-
parative freedom from
a great war and would
always remember her
comrades.  Evelyn
reminded her listeners
that there is good and
bad in all nations. Beryl
Latcham, the Chairman
then thanked all the
speakers for their in-
teresting recollection.

A Beatle drive was
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Summertield

REST HOME

held the following
week, Elsie Prett was
the winner.

On the 15th June, a
Bring and Buy evening
in aid of club funds
was a successful occa-
sion. A good selection
of goods was auction-
ed raising a total of
£36.

Mrs. Lis Rout was the
visiting speaker on the
22nd June. Her subject
was ‘Healthy Eating
and Gentle Exercise’.
Mrs. Rout had attended
courses held by the
Health  Education
Authority and gaven an
excellent talk on the
subject of how to ‘Look
after yourself. After
giving advice on a sen-
sible life style, in-
cluding diet, she asked
the members to take
part in easy exercises
which would help
everyone to keep fit.
Mrs. Rout distributed
useful leaflets in-
cluding a booklet on
‘Looking forward to

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

Retirement’. George
Feast, the Vice- 35 Prospect Street
Chairman, thanked Caversham, Reading

Mrs. Rout for all the
helpful information she
had given during her
visit to the club.

An evening coach
trip took place on the
29th June. The fine
weather showed the
countryside to its ad-
vantage, the trip was
via Pangbourne and
Streatley passing
through Blewbury and
on to Wantage, then
heading off on the road
to Oxford. The return

Telephone: (0734) 483744

FROX

For that special

journey was made occasion
through  Nuneham Evening Gowns
Courtney, Benins- and
field,through passing Cocktail Wear
through Dorchester

and Wallingford, down
through Ipsden to Cane
End where a stop was
made for refreshments.
A lovely evening en-
joyed by all.

S\

Z A HIRE SERVICE
For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

The Enterté.i:hing Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide ")

J

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating
Telephone

Reading
479642

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading
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Houses - Extensions - Roofing -

Property Maintenance - Patios
Intemal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

CAVERSHAM
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE
_ E. B. PICKERSGILL _
Copies while you wait 7p per copy.

Reduction on 50 or over.
Coloured paper available.

- Rubber stamps made to order -
- 24 hour service -

LARGE STOCKS OF STATIONERY

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel: (0734) 473077

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

Central Heating

General Repairs

CRAWFORD
&
LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

® Extensions & Alterations ®
® Refurbishments ®
® Repairs & Renewals @

® Drawings & Planning Applications
Arranged @

For Personal Attention:

Telephone: 0734 475773

-----1

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.

ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

-------------J

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

YOOKSHOP

K.C.BARNES | |55%—% (
Cyril H. Lovegrove ; - -
& SON Your local Funeral Directors and Wide range of all types of books,
. Monumental Masons globes and maps
209(:':5::’:::‘"’“ 58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393 Book tokens sold and exchanged
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
Telephone: 24 Hour Service - Private Chapels of Rest A 'tO Urslsisany Bogl
481929 Limousine Hire not in stock
FUNERAL EXPENSE PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE
Your :
Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
PET SHOP S.A.S. rcib re
i Special Airport Service
CAVERSHAM LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT ESCORT CAEPET CLEANER
COMPARES TRAINS 1ol
Gee Gee Pe.ts ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE SU fema
and Aquaria LICENSED CARS

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET

on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

READING 470690

Local Delivery Service

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

FIXING BY OUR OWN

ot FIXING EXPERTS
e il F%r\\
55 Donkin Hill  “ts; L%grss

Parg Ree
Caversham Kivg
Reading RG4 ODG\

0734 478853/479163 ==

EN

A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET

FREE CONSULTATIONS
HOME VISITS

0734 477192

QUALIFIED

==L E @O E SR

Mark Chuter M.A.R

22 Field View
Caversham
Reading

RG4 OHB

TYPING SERVICE

| FROM C.V’S TO MANUSCRIPTS

AUDIO AND COPY TYPING

PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Always large stock

Sales and Services

Agents for of .
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

Situated on banks of River Exe,
within short distance of Cathedral
and town centre
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall
Tel. 475661

LOCAL VIEWS
BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

Reading 478607

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken
REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276
ANY TIME

GARDENING
SERVICE

LAWNS, HEDGING, FENCING,
PAVING, ROTAVATING,
GARDEN CLEARANCES ETC.

REGULAR & ONE OFF JOBS

STEVE CHUMBLEY
Tel: 0734 475865

F I TTE Rs COTTAGE IN 3rd Reudigng (St. Peters)
Scouts

® 25 years experience N. BRITTANY

. oty Sl 1 Marduee

® Vinyls hm;sc and gurdcr{.‘ Fur!:n for hlre
READING produce opposite. Very 30" x 16’
479280/ qmm:):mhlcl' Very reasonable rates

See photos etc.

475066 477525 Tel. 483391
EXETER HAND CRAFTED KAY CLIFFE
Devon GREETINGS CARDS NOW

wuxury ground  floor  one By Eunice C
et el B SIS SR SR T TN L
nished. available for lettings. PERSONALISED DESIGNS

YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER

For Free Quotation
Phone “BAJJER ARTS™
Broadway House

0628 781883

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

ROOFING AND BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
drawing and planning applications can be arranged.
FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

J R. McCARDLE

MASTER MASONS

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Granite
Restoration and all
other masonry

A. F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD

undertaken READING
Telephone
READING 262362 573537
ARTHUR
TOMALIN&SON | | BUTLER
(N.A.F.D.) (Peppard)
Funeral N.A.F.D.
Directors FUNERAL
48 New Street DIRECTORS
Henley-on-Thames Telephone
Telephone 3370 (0491)
DAY AND NIGHT 573370




