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AN UNFORGETTABLE

YEAR

Robert Dimmick, Mayor of Reading 1991 -2

Every year, the Council chooses one Coun-
cillor to be Mayor. In Reading each party
gets a chance to nominate the Mayor,
depending on its number of Councillors,
so everyone can get a turn. The Mayor is
unpaid, but gets an allowance for enter-
taining and other expenses.

| have just completed a year | shall cer-
tainly never forget, when | had the
privilege of serving as Mayor of Reading.
It was certainly a busy year — one event
a day on average — and full of variety and
enjoyment. But there were also many op-
portunities of serving people.

Take the last full week of my year. It was
busier than most, but it included many
events typical of the year.

On Monday morning, | went to work in
Bracknell. My employers, ICL, very
generously let me take off as much time
as | needed for Mayoral duties. On average
that was about one day’s worth each week.

After lunch | was picked up by hired car
and taken to the Civic Offices, where |
presented food safety awards to fifty or so
restaurants, pubs and other businesses.
Later on a group of young people from a
school in Vienna visited the Parlour; in
return for a talk (in my best German) about
Reading and the Mayoralty, they gave me
a delicious and genuine Sachertorte —
that’s a chocolate cake. | went home for
tea, and in the evening Margaret and |
visited the police station for the annual
meeting of Victims Support. A few
refreshments, and talking to volunteers and
police officers.

On Tuesday morning, work again; in the
afternoon, a meeting with charities for the
homeless and some leading local shops —
they are now working together quietly and
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sucessfully. In the evening we gave a sup-
per party for various people who are active
in the community, encouraging them to
mix and meet.

Wednesday was an unusual day — | was
up early and flew to Germany with Mar-
tyn and Lily Allies of the Reading-
Disseldorf Association (and Caversham
Heights Methodist Church). We met the
Oberbtrgermeister, had lunch, and attend-
ed the presentation of a decoration to Mar-
tyn by the Land government of North
Rhine-Westphalia. In the evening we din-
ed with the committee of the Diisseldorf-
Reading Friendship Circle. Meanwhile
Margaret went to a concert at the Hexagon
as the guest of Thames Water, who spon-
sored it.

On Thursday we caught an early plane
back, and | joined the Chamber of Com-
merce for their annual lunch. | left prompt-
ly to go to the Matriculation ceremony at
Gyosei College, the Japanese Christian col-
lege which now occupies most of the Lon-
don Road campus. After hearing speeches
in German on Wednesday and Japanese
on Thursday, | got a little confused!

Back to work on Friday, leaving punc-
tually to go to an evening reception to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of Reading
Amateur Regatta — | won a book in the
raffle.

On Saturday morning, went to the
Model Engineers exhibition at Rivermead
— fascinating — and also dropped in on
the Park Rangers at Caversham Court. The
afternoon was spent making sure that the
Parlour was tidy for next year, and sorting
out our own mementoes from gifts that
should stay there.

And on Sunday we went to Caversham
Park Church — almost as usual, but Phil
Abrey offered us the chance to give thanks
for our year as part of the service, and we
were delighted to take up his offer.

In between times, we did what everyone
else does — looked after the house and our
children, particularly helping our daughter
to prepare for GCSE the next week.

No week is typical. Many would have
included a fund-raising or publicity event
for charity or an official opening. Few were
quite so busy or included so much eating.

What's it all for? It is not just a chance
for a lucky Councillor to have a good time
— although I did! It's all about represen-
ting the people of Reading, and helping
and encouraging them to work together as
one community. It was a great privilege to
meet so many people who give up their
time to help others.

The Mayor also represents the historic
continuity of Reading. Hamza Fuad is now
the 391st Mayor since Walter Gerard in
1301. Like every Mayor, he will have a
great deal of work to do. Most of it will
be very enjoyable. The position he holds
deserves support and respect from the
whole community, regardless of their
political views. I hope he will have your
support as Mayor.



Page 2

TALKING POINT

On Communication(s)

Father Thomas Meagher
ST. ANNES R.C. CHURCH

IN recent years the Sunday after the Ascension has, for
us, been dedicated to the idea of Catholic Communica-
tions, which presumably means that we want this
aspect of our faith to be improved. But what do we
mean by Communications? When we think of the
‘mass media’ we seem to have become confused bet-
ween the messenger and the message. What exactly
is communicated now?

It is appropriate that the Feast of Pentecost comes
hard on the heels of that particular Sunday. It reminds
us of how the Holy Spirit seized the disciples to
become Apostles, and they in their turn seized the
means of communication available to them; the
synagogue, the market place, the Roman road. This
capture by the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles God's love
and a conviction until death (even violent death) of the
Truth of God. This was achieved not only by the ex-
traordinary gifts of tongues and miracles, but also by
those classic gifts, the seven mentioned by lsaiah,
which come to all at Confirmation. That is what made
them Apostles.

What would the Apostles expect of us? What would
they say? Surely they would expect us to show our love
in Christ for our fellow-men, by our witness, by our
conviction and by our lives. It must, then, be necessary
for us to use television, the radio and the press, to pre-
sent something other than the anodyne type of religion
which suits none rather than all. How often have we
heard Christ’s teaching propounded in a definite, non-
anaemic way? when the Apostles spoke, they spoke
fearlessly, with the courage of the Holy Spirit. They
had been commanded to teach all that Our Lord had
taught them, and they did so out of love for God and
neighbour, wanting all to share their knowledge and
love.

What do we find now? Far from our using the media
to promote the truth, communications are being used
to provide us with misrepresentation of what the
Church teaches. Mindful of the last of the Beatitudes,
| am by no means unhappy that the Church is attack-
ed: this is to be expected. Let it be attacked for its truth
however, not for a caricature of the truth.

While eschewing the temptation to give the full
teaching of the Church here (not the time or place) it
might help to look at two issues which seem to be
engaging an abnormal amount of interest. Both are
given airings from time to time, and are given in a con-
fused and often prejudiced way.

The Celibacy of the Clergy has ‘enjoyed” a notorious
nine-days-wonder, and is presented with a breathtak-
ing lack of understanding. It is not a man-made idea,
and it has its roots, in one form or another, in Apostolic
times. However difficult it may prove to some, that is
no reason for changing a way of life that can and should
be a jewel in the crown of the Church. Once again,
do we ‘throw out the baby with the bath water’? No
criticism is intended of any other denominations and
their priests or ministers; they have their own
understanding of priesthood which may be different
from ours — hence the debate in other denominations
about women priests. It is not our business to enter this
particular discussion, except that it may be necessary
on occasion to state very clearly our own position in
all charity.
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Perhaps the greatest piece of misrepresenation comes
about whenever the alleged overpopulation of the
world is discussed. Because the Church condemns ar-'
tificial contraception, the confusion (is it deliberate?)
is made between that and birth control. Nowhere does
the Church condemn birth control; indeed it was the
firstin the field in respect of ‘planned parenthood’. Its
teaching on the subject is clear, practical and very
much in accordance with the purpose of marriage, the
sacramental, mystical union between man and woman,
and in accordance with the Church'’s teaching on life.

Illogical statements on many other subjects abound,
which simply show how easily truth can become
twisted. We should not become too worried by this;
St Paul and St John the Evengelist had to clear up con-
fusion even in their day. It has gone on ever since.

It all indicates that a return to logical thinking is im-
perative; before any discussion a definition and even
an understanding of terms is essential and any program-
mes or articles about religion should be as objective
as possible, or at least not too biased. (A classic exam-
ple of what should be avoided would be the recent
outburst on celibacy, which was almost funny).

One of our perceptive parishioners (of which there
are many) thought that it was time that we had
someone who could speak authoritatively and simply
on all current matters to show that intelligence and faith
should go hand in hand. For the true intellectual
theologian is one who has the deepest faith. True
theology starts from the infinite plane of God and His
Truth and it stays there, gaining ever greater insights;
whereas the ‘theologian’ who uses his own opinion
goes into an ever-narrowing spiral of self-doubt.

Even the greatest of exponents can be only the
messenger of the Truth; it is God who inspires the
reader and listener by the witness of the messenger and
by His grace. Faith is a precious treasure given to us
by God and we should be very careful to keep it alive
in ourselves by practising it. We do not do it by bury-
ing it, nor do we tarnish it with our own opinions.

In conclusion, a repetition should be made of what
was said about those who attack the Church. These at-
tacks should be borne with patience and understan-
ding. We should be prepared to help those who per-
sist in confusing the Church’s teaching to show them
what it really is. Our Faith, like any virtue is ‘perfected
in infirmity’.

On the positive side again, it is very interesting that
some kind of religious idea, however wrong, is
awakening around us. It may well be that the apathy
of recent years has made people look for something
else. Now more than ever it may be that an opportunity
is being given to us to turn negative ideas into
something positive, to help others to understand,
because a real understanding of the Faith leads to, and
is accompanied by, the love of God. If we love our
neighbour, we will want that neighbour to share the
knowledge and love of God. Our Lord prayed that the
Holy Spirit would lead the disciples into all truth.

This he did at Pentecést. This is our task too, this is
the message that we have to communicate, and we do
it as much by our lives as by our words.

The Editors wish to make it

clear that the views expressed

in this newspaper do not

necessarlly reflect the opinion
of the board.

CAVERSHAM
ACADEMY OF
ART CENTRES

Mr Burnell, the Tutor,
tells us that he is mov-
ing his St Mary's
Reading Centre class to
Caversham in the
autumn where it will
meet on Monday morn-
ings from 10-12 noon,
beginning on
September 28th.

His other Tuesday
evening class in
Thameside School will
continue as usual.

LATE NOTICE!
Caversham
Horticultural Society
SHOW AT
ARTHUR LEGGE

CENTRE
27th June
from 2pm
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POST BAG

Dear Friends,

Many of you have heard of Jake Elson, in fact
many of you have at some time or other helped ex-
ercise him. | would like to thank you all very much
on Jake's behalf. The exercising has kept him hap-
py and healthy over the ten years he has been do-
ing it.

We want to continue to exercise him as long as
possible but need more volunteers! If you can spare
one hour a fortmight, please contact me! We would
be very grateful for some men volunteers to help in
the evenings!

Thank you
19 Albert Road, Iris Elson
Caversham. 478136

SPECIAL LECTURE

Tuesday, 14th July at 8pm
Illustrated talk on the History of

Caversham Court
by H. Godwin Arnold
Baptist Free Church, Prospect Street

SUNDAY
SERVICES

° ANGLICAN
St Peter’s

8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion

11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Communion
10.00am Sunday School

St Andrew’s

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am Family Eucharist

11.15am Holy Communion (not
3rd Sunday)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST
FREE CHURCH
10.30am and 6.30pm

NORTH CAVERSHAM
BAPTIST CHURCH
10.45am and 6.30pm

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

6.30pm (in Chapel)
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
10.45am Worship at Mapledurham

Pavilion

METHODIST

Caversham, Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm

11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)

6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion
(apart from 2nd

Sunday)

9.30am Family Service
(2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion
(1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary

School)

11.00am Family Communion

Caversham Heights
9.00am Holy Communion
(1st Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm

ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Annes Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday
9.45am and 6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 8.30am and
11.15am

St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass
(last Sunday)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH,
York Road
1lam every Sunday

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers),
Church Street, Reading 10.30am

(1st and 3rd Sundays)
Morning Worship

2nd and 4th Sundays)
Family Service

(5th Sunday)

Caversham Church House —

3rd Sunday Meeting for Worship
7.30pm.

House study groups Sept

—June Tel: 475783

SR

ETER’S

CAVERSHAM

GRAND FETE

Saturday 4th July 1992 at Caversham Court

(if wet, at Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road)

ST MARGARET'S
MAPLEDURHAM

59 Church Street, Caversham. Tel: 471703.
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| usually save my ap-
peals to the end of
the column. This
time I'm starting off
with one which, |
think, is important if
we don’t want this
paper to degenerate
into a collection of
reports.

(=} (=]

A local paper —
and this one should
be a good example
— ought to contain a
lot of news about
local people, even
those who have now
left the area because
one of the objects of
the ‘Bridge’ is to keep
people in touch.

I=lii=]

Last month
somebody handed
me a note of the
death of Canon
Donald Vile, who
many years ago was
curate at St. John’s
Church. Though he
and his wife left
Caversham, |
believe, during the
war, it is obvious
from a copy of a let-
ter sent by Mrs. Vile
some time ago to
somebody in this
area, that they main-
tained a keen interest
in Caversham. I've
been given several
names of people
who ‘might’ know
something about
them but honestly |
am just not up to
roaming the streets as
| once did gathering

KATY IN CAVERSHAM

news and it would
help very much if
some of our readers
would find time to
write a few lines
themselves concern-
ing old friends — we
can cope with typing
and even tidying up
an article (though |
do know a lot of peo-
ple are more capable
than | am of putting
something together).

But let's face it,
most of us who
started with the
‘Bridge’ nearly 30
years ago are badly
in need of help if we
are to keep this a
lively paper, so
please don't hesitate
to leave a note, pro-
bably c/o Church
House, if you come
across an item you
think might be
useful. It's amazing
how many people
have lived in the area
for years and | know
of one reader, now
well over 90, who
scans the paper
eagerly for news of
old friends.

THE
PLATES

But | did have a
stroke of luck while
making a few phone
calls about Mr. Vile.
A reader reminded
me of the death of
Elsie Platt. Now the
Platt family were

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

%ummerfielhﬁ

REST HOME

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

well known in this
district for many
years as grocers and
Elsie was, at well
over 90, the last sur-
viving child of
Thomas Platt.
Anyway, the out-
come of this phone
call was that our
reader hopes to put
together something
about the family to
be published in the

pleasure that we read
that this much loved
Home has been
awarded the sum of
£300,000 under a
government grant. It
will go a long way to
help now that West
Berkshire Health
Authority have
withdrawn their fun-
ding, but it must be
said that this is a one-
off grant and this

and so on, which
have raised funds.
So, while there’s no
need for anyone to
be complacent about
this  government
grant, it is hoped that
local people have
given ample
evidence of their
determination to pull
out all the stops to
keep this wonderful
Home running.

Anemones from Judith Milne's book

next issue. This is the
sort of thing we
would like to en-
courage. After all,
Mary Kift’s articles
about old Caversham
and its inhabitants,
have been a great
success.

SUE RYDER HOME
SAVED

It was with great

time next year the
Home could again
be in financial dif-
ficulty. On the other
hand, the response to
recent appeals,
thanks largely to the
efforts of the ‘Evening
Post’, has been
magnificent. Almost
every week the local
press brings more
news of efforts by
local people
schoolchildren, clubs

BUILDING
SOCIETY
BOOB AIDS
CHRISTTANS

Bradford & Bingley
Building Society
came up trumps
recently after mak-
ing a boob on a St
Peter’s church-
goer’s account.
With a polite
complaint to their
Head office it was
suggested that if
they had erred,
how about a small
contribution to

local Christian Aid
collections?

Great delight at
their humility and
generosity when
apologies were
made — with a che-
que for $50.

Would a
Southern B S have
been as kind? asks
our Bradford
correspondent.

MARTYN ALLIES

It was good to see
that Martyn, who has
been chairman of the
Reading-Dusseldorf
Association for 15

years, has been
awarded a German
Order of Merit

decoration, the first
Englishman ever to
be awarded it. Our
old friend, Phoebe

Cusden, who started
the association and
was herself the proud
owner of a similar
decoration, at that
time being the only
person outside Ger-
many, apart from the
Queen, to hold such
an award, would
have been very
pleased to know that
her work has been so
faithfully carried on.
And it's good to have
such people in
Caversham.

MAYORS, PAST
AND PRESENT

It has been in-
teresting this past
year to see so many
pictures in the local
press of Robert Dim-
mick, the retiring
mayor, and his wife.
Nobody can say they

have spared
themselves -in their
year of office.

Perhaps somebody
will find time to write
a fuller appraisal of
all Robert has done
and of his connec-
tion with the Caver-
sham Village
Church.

At the same time,
we would like to
welcome Hamza
Fuad, our new
mayor, also from
Caversham. This area
certainly does its
share with regard to
local events, associa-
tions and so on.
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FLOWERS IN
WATERCOLOUR

I've been having a
chat to Judith Milne,
whose book ‘Flowers
in Watercolour’ is
currently on sale in
the local bookshop,
together with
postcards, prints and
even some of her
original paintings. It
should be said that
this book, though
partly intended to en-
courage other bud-
ding artists, would
serve as an admirable
coffee table gift for
someone special.
The book itself con-
tains something like
100 prints, but if you
can’t afford the
£17.99 for it, some of
the smaller prints,
which also make
lovely gifts, sell from
£5. They are all quite
charming.

Judith, who has
figured in these
pages before s
highly involved in
the art world and
tells me she is about
to hold an inaugural
meeting of the
Woodley and Earley
Art Group. She also
teaches and many of
her pupils have come
from Caversham.

So do give her a
ring if you would like
to know more about
her work, particular-
ly art in nature,
690388.

e COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

o GLAUCOMA TESTING
o CONTACT LENSES

N

o QUALITY
« SERVICE
« FASHION

e VARILUX

CENTRE
e DESIGNER FRAMES
e COMPETITIVE PRICES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

: 7 OPHTHALMIC

EYECARE

OSBRI GLAN S

ROBIN JAMES

44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

READING

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

Byfe EEIXX .
Chinon Dior 4ol

& PARTNERS

TEL: (0734) 472099

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken
New and used car sales

* o+ o+ %

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

. D Collinson cmpil.

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

TAX RETURNS

BASIC RATE PAYERS .........cccoomeerurnnsrorencacecssossses £58
HUSBAND & WIFE £79

FOR EACH RETURN £5 IS SENT TO CHRISTIAN AID OR CAFOD

Write for details to:
W. GROVE A.C.I.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 8XE

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE. | DO NOT SELL
INVESTMENTS, INSURANCE, OR ACT AS AN AGENT

HI DAN

Childrens Entertainer
Its Magic — Its Fun
With less work for Mum.

Reading 470907

RESIDENTS' VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

IN THE ENEMY'S
CAMP

SOME ten people from
Caversham exercised
their rights as
sharcholders by atten-
ding the Annual Meeting
of Higgs and Hill at the
beginning of June. It is
true they only owned
one share each but that
was C[\()ngh o gain
them admission and not
enough to boost the
firm's flagging fortunes.

This time they were
expected, a large pur-
chase of individual
shares not having gone
unoticed by the firm's
directors, so security
was strict, but there was
no valid reason for ex-
cluding them, so all were
admitted. Their ques-
tions centred mostly on
the financial wisdom of
buying a housing site in
a deteriorating market,
particularly when that
site was going to be very
expensive to develop
because of the restric-
tions placed on it as a
result of the strength of
opposition. Replies; as
was to be expected,
were somewhat bland,
as shareholders were in-
formed that the housing
market would shortly be
making a recovery.

The Bugs Bottom pro-
testers, and probably
Higgs and Hill, were sur-
prised to find they were
not the only objectors.
They had gone prepared
to ask why, if the firm'’s
most prestigious project,
the J.P. Morgan head-
quarters on the Victoria
Embankment had led to
a financial loss, they
should expect the con-
troversial Bugs Bottom
to make a profit, but
before they could do so,
rigorous questioning
from another part of the
room revealed that there
was severe disquiet
about the reason for this
loss from another group:
Another small group also
did not appear to be
very happy about the
returns on  their
investment.

It cannot be said that
any positive results came
from this exercise, ex-
cept that Higgs and Hill
now have no doubt
about the strength of op-
position and, according
to their lights, are likely
to produce an estate of
a high standard. A few
seeds of doubt have also
been sown in the minds
of some of the directors

and shareholders about
what they are going to
do to this piece of coun-
tryside, but too late to
bear fruit. It is little con-
solation to the people of
Caversham and the sur-
rounding areas to know
that they are unlikely to
embark on such an exer-
cise again.

IN THE VALLEY

AS it is highly unlikely,
given the problems of
the construction in-
dustry, that Higgs and
Hill will start operations
in Bugs Bottom in the
course of this year, there
is no pressing need to
publish here the restric-
tions that have been im-
posed by the planning
conditions and which it
is important to see are
not infringed.

A later issue, perhaps
in the ‘silly season’ when
real news is usually
short, would also have
the advantage of being
more retrievable when
the time comes to check
on what was not
permitted.

That people are keep-
ing an eye on the valley
is in no doubt, and that
they are prepared to ex-
press their opposition in
any legal way is apparent
from the way practical-
ly all the stakes marking
out the road system
have been uprooted.
They were provactive
and unsightly and have
been spontaneously
moved by ‘person or
persons unknown’.

A summer evening's
walk through the valley
is still a delight, especial-
ly as it is now possible to
walk on the valley sides
without being shooed
off for trespassing,
something Higgs and
Hill promise us that
when they have ‘im-
proved’ the valley, we
shall always be able to
do. Urban born, bred
and conditioned as they
are they cannot see that
it is the open space, the
quiet and the wide views
that are valued and that
no one wishes to
sacrifice them in order
to walk on the valley
sides as far as the two
metre high walls which
will surround the hous-
ing areas.

The unavoidable
sadness of walking
through the valley, un-

changed over the pass- '

ing centuries, is the
thought that this is like-

ly to be the last summer
it will be possible to do
s0. It will be defended to
the last.

SHOPPING HABITS

I should like to endorse
all that Katy said in her
column in last month’s
‘Caversham  Bridge’
about Waitrose's extra
wide trolleys. If the
opening of the new
Tesco super store has
had any effect on the
crowds of shoppers at
peak periods, and apart
from the initial period
there is little evidence
that this is the case, it has
been cancelled out by
the extra room the
trolleys take up. In a
crowded shop apologies
are heard on all sides as
trolleys get locked in
complicated traffic jams
or entangle themselves
with someone’s shopp-
ing bag.

There is probably a
good reason for having
trolleys all of the same
size, but it would please
those who require
something more than a
basket though less than
a wagon designed to
provision a large family
for a prolonged siege, if
their requirements could
be met.

Basket shoppers who
use Waitrose much as
they would a corner
shop, are not as well
catered for as it would
appear. A long queue of
baskets can be slower
than a short queue of
trolleys, especially if any
of the basket carriers are
intent on playing the
supermarket version of
the party game of
squeezing as many items
as possible into a mat-
chbox. Someone in
front of me had manag-
ed to pack in thirty
items, naturally paying
by cheque and not with
old fashioned money,
something that is par-
ticularly annoying if the
basket only contains two
or three items.

So after that incursion
into Katy's territory, I
will move back to where
this column belongs, ad-
ding perhaps as a final
thought, that the trolleys
that cater for various
sizes of babies are a
welcome addition.

LOCAL ELECTIONS
In Caversham the local
elections held interest,
even drama. In Peppard

Ward, Mary Irwin held
her seat with a 1,277 ma-
jority and a score of
1,960 votes, both the se-
cond highest in the
Borough. Some of these
seem to have been at the
expense of her nearest
rival, lan Fenwick for
the Liberal Democrats,
whose poll was reduced
from the previous
occasion.

In Caversham Ward,
Pauline Palmer, leader of
the Conservative Group
on the Borough Council,
romped back with both
the largest majority
(1,322), and the highest
number of votes (2,044)
in the election. The most
dramatic result however
was in Thames, where,
as usual, the highest
number of votes was
also cast.

Here Pam Fuad, last
year's deputy mayor and
this year's mayor
designate, was defen-
ding her seat. Pamela
and Hamza Fuad both
insist that they are Con-
servatives, but the of-

ficial Conservative party -

has disowned them, and
they make up their own
little party of Thames
Ward Conservatives.

Both have served the
ward for several years,
have worked hard for it
and are popular in the
area, something even
their political opponents
admit. Regardless of urg-
ings from the official
Conservative party,
Thames voters with
Conservative leanings, if
not actually paid-up
members of the party,
have continued to return
them. This time
however the magic
didn't work and Pam
lost her seat to the
young and inexperienc-
ed candidate (well, he
had tried first with the
Lib-Dems, then with
Labour) whom the Con-
servatives fielded in the
determined and concen-
trated attack they
mounted on Thames.
Although Pam Fuad got
a respectable 1,165
votes, Robert Wilson got
296 more and so became
the new representative
of Thames.

If this had been all,
although a personal
blow for Pam Fuad, mat-
ters would have ended
there. But she was
mayor designate and this
caused problems. For
one thing, the deputy
mayor now has a year
getting in some practice

for the main job. For
un()[hcr, anyone ZlCL'L‘P—
ting such a post needs
sufficient notice to ar-
range his or her life ac
cordingly. What to do!

After much unseem-
ingly bickering over
what is meant to be a
post above politics,
Hamza Fuad made what,
toa lay person, appeared
to be an eminently
suitable suggestion, that
he should be mayor and
Pam mayoress. As a
Councillor he already
has to attend official
meetings so that would
cause no problems, and
Pam would already be
geared up to carry our
the more socially orien-
tated duties, when he
was unable to do so.

However, this did not
satisfy the official Con-
servative party nor did it
much please the Liberal
Democrats who felt it
was their turn and that
they had a fitting can-
didate. But with the
backing of the Labour
majority, Hamza Fuad
was duly elected.

At this point, Cllr.
Pauline Palmer rose and
led her fellow Conser-
vative Councillors out of
the hall, whether in high
dudgeon or to save the
cash-strapped Council
some money by not par-
taking of the
refreshments normally
laid on on these occa-
sions, is not clear. There
cannot have been such
controversy since the
Abbot of Reading refus-
ed to accept the
townspeople’s choice of
mayor.

Meanwhile, like it or
not, Hamza and Pam are
Mayor and Mayoress,
and it would be churlish
not to wish them a hap-
py and successful year.

STOP
PRESS

Higgs and Hill
have announced
that they intend
to start building
in Bugs Bottom in
July. This news
came too late to
include the plan-
ning consent con-
ditions in this ar-
ticle. They will
appear in the
next issue.

e - O
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YOUTH ROADSHOW

IN THIS EDITION OF ROADSHOW!
— Info on Summer Show, Car Boot Sale,
Five-a-Side Football Competition

Page 5

SPONSORED LINK GROUP KNIT-IN AT
ANTHEA PRESCOT’S HOME

X B

— Children’s Garden Competition

Hi, again!
Calling Adults as
well as children!!
We understand
that a lot of young
people are not
reading our column
— perhaps the im-
age of the paper is
not right for them!
We will try once
more in its present
format, but should
that not work,
perhaps we could
look at the
possibility of mak-
ing the Youth col-
umn a pull-out sec-
tion, say on a
quarterly basis in
order to make it

worthwhile
What do you
think?

Please write in to
us — children or
adults alike — and
tell us what you
feel would make
the column more
attractive.............
Perhaps the use of
photos and car-
toons. If you run a
children’s or young
people’s group,
please have a chat
with them and
perhaps look at
sending in informa-
tion about a project

you have been
running.

CAVERSHAM
AREA YOUTH
ORGANISATIONS

\ |
e

SUMMER SHOW
Saturday 18th
July 1992

It is being held at
Caversham
Primary School,
Hemdean Road.

In the morning
there is a CAR
BOOT SALE from
11.00am until
1.00pm. If you
want to sell from
your boot, or just
from a table if you
haven’t got a car
then come along on
the morning
anytime from ten
o’clock on: Cost
per boot or table is
§5.

At the same time
there is an 11-14
year olds’ FIVE-A-
SIDE FOOTBALL
TOURNAMENT
..... If you have, or
know of, a team

emergency.

A
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic

that would like to
enter, please write
to the organiser,
Mark Hale, at the
address below with
your team name
plus a contact
name and ad-
dress/telephone
number.

In the afternoon
there will be stalls
and displays, and
hopefully a bouncy
castle, as well as a
Grand Draw. If
your group would
like to put on a stall
to fund-raise for
your group, please
contact Mark or us.

JUNIOR
ROADSHOW

In the last edition
we asked you to
see if you could
have a patch of
garden for
yourselves.
Originally we were
going to look at
showing you how
GOREFS e GRS )
miniature pond
with surrounding
damp area, and
then observing
how the pond life
and plants
developed, but ow-
ing to the water
shortage at present
we felt it probably
wasn’t a good idea.
Perhaps we will
come back to that
at another time.
However, now you
have your little
plot, don’t waste
it!!

What we would
like you to do, if

you are interested,
is to take part in
our next Junior
Roadshow Com-
petition. All you do
between now and
the end of the sum-
mer holidays is to
plant your mini-
garden with a
theme: that theme
is your choice but
for instance it
could be based on
colour, a particular
sort of flower, set-
ting up a mini
vegetable plant, a
rock garden etc.
We will then visit
each garden and
there will be a
prize for the best
one and we will
photograph it for
the next edition of
Caversham Bridge.

All we need from
you at present is a
postcard or sealed
envelope with your
name, address,
telephone number
and date of birth,
along with a couple
of sentences about
what you hope to
do with your
garden. Parents
can help and ad-
vise (and, dare we
say it, buy the
seeds/plants etc.!!)
but you must do
the work. You will
also automatically
become a member
of the Junior Road-
show Club.

Well, that’s all
for the moment,
except to say that
if you are a parent
reading this, please

point out the com-
petition to your
children........ it’'s a
positive alternative
to video and T.V.!
and it is something
that parents and
children can do
together.

Best wishes from
Gill and Roy

Please use any of
the following to
send competition
entries or letters to
the two of us, or
Mark Hale:

— Church House,
Church Street,
Caversham

— Caversham
Bookshop, 18 Pro-
spect Street,
Caversham

— Milestone Youth
Wing, Northbrook
Rd, Caversham
Park Village

Tel 461329

— Emmer Green
Centre, Grove Rd.,
Emmer Green

Tel 476794

RE you concerned about the

ethics of the investment funds
when commencing a pension, starting
a mortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.
® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

23 Oakley Road, Caversham RG4 7RL

/"A*  Tel: 0734-461656 ——
%@9 “pig " (e
Financial S

Management
Not all the products/services advertised here are
regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and
the rules made for the protection of investors by ‘
that Act will not apply to them. |
Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay-
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

Friendly

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE ““POP-IN’* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

-
PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461336.

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE

WEDDINGS & FUNERALS

ALL OCCASIONS
13 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0734 461070. FAX: 0734 461070

\\Dedding
Photography

by Michael Blackburn

Od photographs reproduced
Passports and Portraits

M. B. Photography

4l Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Berks
Telephone : Reading (0734) 479450 / 475656
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ST JOHN’S CHURCH

The interregnum is
now well and truly
upon us and we have
had to cut the um-
bilical cord to Alan
and Lucy. Although
we said our ‘‘Good-
byes' at the end of
April, Alan has re-
mained at our right
hand and been help-
ing us with various
things while sup-
posedly having a
holiday. Our Annual
May Fair was held in
the hall and many
people came to enjoy
the bargains on of-
fer. It was particular-
ly nice to see so
many new faces. The
splendid total of
5450 was realised for
church funds. Is
there a Mrs S. Turner
out there who came
to the Fair? If there
is please would she
contact Mrs A.
Deane 473798, who
has some property of
hers.

Finally, May ended
with the Inaugura-
tion of the Ministry
of the Revd Dr Alan
Wilson as Rector of
St Michael’s Church,
Sandhurst, on 29th
May. It proved to be
a lovely evening in
the country after a
wet day. The grass
smelt beautiful and
the sun was large,
red and beginning to
set, as we walked
through the chur-
chyard to the church
(each parishioner has
his or her area of
responsibility in the
churchyard, so the
competitive nature is
put to true test and
the end result is very
pleasing to the
visitor). The church
too was beautiful,
dressed overall in
white and particular-
ly white sweet peas
whose scent was
glorious. One of the
most memorable

spots in the service
was the act of
welcoming Alan to
Sandhurst which
was done verbally by
his new Rural Dean,
the Lay Chairman of
the Sonning
Deanery, the Mayor,
and representatives
from the Roman
Catholic, Methodist,
Baptist and Free
churches and his
own Churchwardens
prior to the Peace.

It was very obvious
that if we were sorry
to see Alan go, the
people of Sandhurst
are totally delighted
to have him and will
hopefully look after
him.

Meanwhile back at
St John's we are
very pleased to have
the Revd Terry Lee
helping us with most
of our services and
our ministry.

OUR NEW BANNER

- Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

— E.S. Archer

BAPTIST
NEWS

Graham Coldman, a
member of Caver-
sham Baptist free
Church, has been
studying for the
Ministry at Bristol
Baptist College for
the last three years.
Now, having taken
his final examina-
tions in June, he has
been called to be the
Minister at Rothley
Baptist Church,
Leicestershire.

At present
Graham and his wife
Chris live in Chipp-
ing Sodbury with

ST. JOHN’S MOTHER’S UNION

Did the last report say
we were resting? Where [
wonder! We have in fact
had a very busy time
organising the Reading
Deanery Festival of the
Mothers' Union. As we
were fifty years young this
year we decided that it
would be nice to invite
everybody to Caversham
to help us celebrate. We
came about in 1942 when
the Mothers’ Union in
Caversham was split into
groups following the death
of the then Rector Wood,
and his wife felt that she
could not carry on, so each
of the daughter churches
took over their own
organisation. Together

Al

with St Andrew's we
planned the service and
the day and we were par-
ticularly pleased to
welcome Alan back to
take the service, Christine
Allsopp to do the prayers,
and Bill Carpenter to do
the readings. An inspiring
address was given by Kate
Harris and eighteen ban-
ners were on parade to
bring a tear to a few eyes.
It was a truly wonderful
afternoon with beautiful
flowers and excellent
refreshments on a very hot
day. We had our Deanery
Vice-President Mrs Enid
Treharne with us in her
first public outing and the
fellowship felt it was very

Mothers’ Union Banners

comforting especially as
we had lost our oldest
member, Miss Platt,
earlier, and her funeral
had taken place in the
morning. Miss Platt,
although never enrolled
(as she had no children)
always supported our aims
and came regularly to our
meetings until she was
forced to have continual
care, and there the Revd
Bill Carpenter had been
ministering to her, so it
was a poignant day for all.

Members were able to go
to the very moving service
at Christ Church Cathedral
on 30th May to a
Thanksgiving Service to

celebrate the four hun-
dred and fiftieth anniver-
sary of the Diocese of Ox-
ford and the Inauguration
of the Anglican Province
of Zaire with its five
dioceses happening
simultaneously in Zaire,
The Mothers' Union Choir
based in Reading sang for
both our service and the
one in'the Cathedral.

Recently a Jumble Sale
was held by St John's, St
Peter's and St Margaret's
Mothers' Union with ex-
cellent results; The picture
was taken towards the end
of the rush when a cup of
tea is so vital.

— E.S. Archer

ST. JOHN’S, ST. PETER’S & ST MARGARET’S

MOTHERS’ UNION JOINT
JUMBLE SALE

— E.S. Archer

their children —
Jamie (12), Dan (9),
Hannah (6) and
Tom (4), and will
move to Rothley in
order to take up
the new post in the
Autumn.

Graham and
other students at
Bristol Baptist Col-
lege took part in a
Valedictory Service
at Tyndale Baptist
Church, Bristol, on
20th June to mark
the occasion of
their leaving. A
number of friends
from Caversham
attended. Graham

will be ordained as
a minister at 3pm
on Saturday 18th
July at Caversham
Baptist Church.
Many members of
the church will also
travel to Rothley
Baptist Church for
the induction Ser-
vice which will
take place some-
time in August.

We take this op-
portunity to wish
Graham and his
family God’s
richest blessing as
he begins his first
full-time post in
the Lord’s service.

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

Catering Division
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
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ST ANNE’S
NEWS

Parish Concert

Our Lady and St
Anne's Church,
Southview Avenue,
held its second an-
nual concert on the
evening of Saturday
May 16th. As in
1991, this year's con-
cert again featured
parishioners of St
Anne’s singing and
playing all the items,
to an extremely high
standard of perfor-
mance. All the per-
formers were warm-
ly welcomed and ap-
plauded by the au-
dience who were
most generous in this
respect. Those of the
audience spoken to
after the concert
agreed that it had
been enjoyable infor-
mal and a wonderful
evening's entertain-
ment. The organiser
of the concert would
like to add that it is
remarkable that
there are so many
highly talented peo-
ple within St Anne's
Parish and sends his
sincere thanks to
those who took part,
giving so freely of
their time and
abilities.

Next year's con-
cert will again be
held around May;
anyone will be most
welcome to come
along and witness
what hopefully will
be another
memorable and
entertaining event.

Parishioners taking
part, in programme
order, were: Hilary
Moss (Piano), Agnes
Lau (Soprano), Vic-
toria Naxton (Oboe),
Karen Ip (Piano),
Agnes Lau (Piano),
Patrick Ashcroft
(Violin), Berna Mac-
donald (Mezzo-

Soprano), Michael
Offen (Organ), Karen
Ip, Agnes Lau and
Lousia Lau (Piano
duets and trio), Terry
Bryanton (Classical
Guitar), Patti Nixon
(Mezzo-Soprano),
John Patrick Smith
(Narrator), Hilary
Moss (Trombone),
Berna Macdonald
and Patti Naxton
(Vocal Duet), St
Anne's Choir —
Soloist T. Meagher
(Choral).

Special mention
must go to the Parish
Priest for his suppor-
tive interest and to
Fiona Stansbury, as
ever the capable,
helpful and en-
thusiast accom-
panist. God Bless and
many thanks to all.

FOOTBALL

CHAMPIONS

St. Anne’'s R.C.
Primary School foot-
ball team won the
Reading Schools ‘A’
League this season.
This was especially
pleasing for
themselves and it
marked the last
season for Mr. Ray
Hughes, the school’s
Deputy Head, who
has run the team for
many years. The
school has a strong
sporting tradition,
running both football
and netball teams in
the Winter Term and
cricket in the Sum-
mer Term.

The school is open
to baptised Catholic
children, although
there are now a
number of places
available for children
of other Christian
traditions whose
parents wish for a
Christian education.

Jesus says “I am the True Vine"

The Vine

A place of
Christian
Listening

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

LOST IN W.L.P.!

‘“‘We are all lost in
W.L.P. (wonder,
love and praise) at
what God has done
in this place!”’ These
were the words
with which Bishop
Morris Maddocks
began his address at
the official opening
of No.4 The Mount,
as The Vine, a place
of Christian Listen-
ing, on Thursday
21st May. Truly it
was a day to marvel

at God’s lavish
generosity — at the
beautifully land-

scaped garden, at
the conservatory
chapel with the liv-

ing vine growing
overhead and seem-
ingly continued in
the lovely stained
glass window, in-
scribed “‘I am the
true Vine'', at the
comfortable old
house with its
listening room and
bookstall, and most
of all at the army of
loving and willing
helpers, whose of-
fering of themselves
and their talents
was evident
wherever one look-
ed. ‘“‘Everything
one touches is a
gift"’ said the Bishop
“‘and this is how it

Ss

Opening ceremony at The Vine

St Andrew’s
Fellowship

On the first really
summer's day of the
year St Andrew's
Fellowship and
friends had a most en-
joyable outing to Ex-
bury Gardens. The
rhododendrons,
azaleas and camellias
were all in full bloom
and at times the col-
ours were so dazzling
they really hurt the
eyes. Good lunches
and cream teas were
all available after a bit
of a wait, and there
was a splendid shop
and garden centre as
well. It was a most
happy day.

Those who went to
the gardens and are
readers of the
Telegraph will doubt
have been interested
to read the article
about them in a recent
edition of the colour
supplement.

should be'".

Over seventy
guests were squeez-
ed into the house
and chapel and spill-
ed over into the
garden for the ser-
vice of dedication,
which was followed
by a buffet lunch.
These guests had
come from near and
far and from a great
variety of
backgrounds, just
like the pilgrims
who flocked to
Caversham in the
middle ages to seek
healing at the Holy
Well of St. Anne,
which stands just a
few hundred yards
from The Vine.
Quoting from
Jeremiah 6 v 16
Bishop Morris said
‘“This is what the
Lord says, stand at
the crossroads and

look, ask for the an-
cient paths, ask
where the good way
is, and walk in it,
and you will find
rest for your souls’’.
Today’s  thirsty
pilgrims are invited
to come and drink
living water at the
new well, at a new
oasis of God's
presence, and to
find refreshment
and healing. ‘‘Come
in and taste the new
wine Here is
healing and
forgiveness’’ we all
sang, and proclaim-
ed to all who would
hear.

— E.S. Archer
But what of those
who seek to

minister in Christ’s
name, both at The
Vine and elsewhere.
How can they re-
main an ever flow-
ing channel of God’s
grace to a parched
world? There is on-
ly one way, said
Bishop Morris, and
that is by abiding in
Christ. Continuing
life needs to be fed
by the rising sap at
the centre, and this
means continuing
listening to and
feeding on God’s
word. All effec-
tiveness in service
springs from this
abiding in Christ,
for which there is
no substitute. It is
not so much a
theme for words,
but for the ‘‘deeper
appreciation of
silence’’.

It was for this pur-
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The Vine — Inside scene

pose, this listening
to God’s healing,
life-giving word,
that The Vine was
created. God is
always seeking to
draw close to his
people in new ways.
He knows that it is
not easy to hear his
voice in our noisy
often stressful lives.
Often it is hard to
spend time with
Him at home with
all its distractions,
yet we have not got
the time to go far
away to find peace
and stillness.
Sometimes we need
human assistance to
hear him, someone
to look after the
children for an hour

or two, someone
perhaps to listen
with us, so that our
fears subside and
our thoughts grow
clearer, someone
who will pray with
and for us. This is
what we are at-
tempting to offer at
The Vine with the
support and prayer
of our local chur-
ches. If you would
like to ‘come in and
taste the new wine’
please phone or
write for a pro-
gramme to The
Vine, 4 The Mount,
Caversham,
Reading RG4 TRU.
Tel 483965 (P.S. The
12, 61 & 62 buses
stop outside).

T Holloway;s ]

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage facilities. Free pre-sale inspection and advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Valuations for probate, CTT and insurance purposes.

The professional alternative to London
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WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

[ Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Parker

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

L 0734-580656 |

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and

Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

~ NOTES FROM NAN

i HARRIET Baker is cur-
’ rently doing a “gap’”
! year between school

and University. She is

teaching English conver-

sation in a Foreign
| Language school in
I Nanjing, China. This
| placement was arranged
| by the charity GAP Ac-
tivity Projects, based in
Reading. Harriet, and
the eleven other GAP
students teaching in
China, spent the first
four days of their place-
ment in Beijing as an
“‘orientation”’ exercise
before travelling on to
their various schools.
Harriet’s GAP partner is
called Annabelle. The
following is an extract

i from Harriet’s letter
home — more may
follow!

R

Feb. ‘92. We've arriv-
ed!! Beijing Dong Lu is
a busy, noisy street
swarming with bicycles,
honking vans, pedal
carts carrying all manner
of goods, buses and
taxis. We were suprised
to see everything look-
ing so dry and brown
and battered — the ef-
fect of a long hard and
very cold winter. For the
next few days we are
staying in the Universi-
ty campus and Mr Yu,
the representative from
the Jiangsu Education
Commission will be
showing us around.

On our second night
Mr Yu took us all out to
| supper to sample some

Beijing cuisine. He

chose the dishes for us

and the most fascinating
i (and foul!) were the
i “thousand year old”
i eggs. These were sec-
| tions of eggs — green,
blue and yellow in col-
our, and jellified in ap-
pearance — that had
been ““cooked”” by be-
ing left in mud for two
months. We fared much

better when Mr Yu again
treated us — this time to
a delicious lunch while
we visited the Ming
Tombs. Many in-
teresting dishes were
served and chopsticks
were soon mastered by
everyone. We feasted
on squid, jelly fish, bean
curd, weeds and rather
dubious looking meat.

The whole day was
very exciting. We spent
the morning exploring
the tombs which cover a
vast area of forty sq.km.
and are surrounded by
lovely, glacial-looking
mountains that help to
shelter the site from the
very cold North winds.
The Ming Dynasty
lasted for two hundred
years and fourteen
Emperors reigned during
that time. The approach
to the tombs is very
dramatic — a large red
entrance gate and
pagoda, then a long
straight road lined with
pairs of animal statues —
elephants, tortoises,
lions, and camels.
Legend has it that at
midnight every night the
animals move and so
take turns at guarding
the tombs. Each tomb is
marked by a small
pagoda at the foot of the
hill. Inside are stone cor-
ridors linking huge
chambers into an
underground network.
Replica coffins, thrones,
porcelain jars and other
funerary objects are
displayed, as many of
the valuable originals
were removed to
Taiwan during the Com-
munist Revolution. By
tradition the Emperor’s
wives, concubines, and
eunuchs were all buried
in the tombs with them
— but they were alive!

In the afternoon we all
strode along the Great

Wall which was fan-
tastici. We climbed a
long way to get beyond
the tourists (mainly
Chinese) and | couldn’t
believe how steep the
Wall was — in many
places the steps are
almost vertical. The
views from the Wall are
astonishing and the
scale of it is vast — we
could understand why
so many labourers died
building it.

Now — back to Beij-
ing city. On Sunday we
walked into
Tiananmen Square. It is
awesomely enormous
and made me feel about
as big as a peanut and
about as significant. It
was quite busy with
Chinese tourists taking
photographs of their
children beside Mao’s
portrait or the Monu-
ment to the People’s
Heroes. It was hard to
imagine the streets full
of tanks and soldiers as
it was in June ‘89. Mr Yu
described it as a place of
many ‘“‘political ac-
cidents”” and we didn’t
feel we could press him
any further.

We walked on, under
Mao’s portrait and
through  successive
gateways into the For-
bidden City. This is ab-
solutely huge (twenty
seven thousand sq.m)
and very beautiful. The
buildings are of different
designs but all of the
same colour — yellow
roofs, red walls and
green and blue eaves. In
the backstreets are
smaller courtyards and
lovely gardens with
pools of water, beautiful
plants and sculptural
rocks.

Now for some news
about Nanjing and our
school. Yesterday was
our first day of teaching

and we found the
juniors great fun — keen
and well behaved. It's
not so easy teaching the
seniors although their
English is good.

They can’t be
bothered to contribute
in class so we’ll have to
do some careful lesson
planning to get them
working. We've joined
the morning exercise
routine at which the
whole school lines up in
the playground and
music blares out while
the teacher shouts in-
structions. We were
very bad at it and many
pupils giggled at our at-
tempts — hopefully by
June we shall have
mastered it!

On Tuesday the other
foreign language
teachers invited us to
join them in celebrating
the last evening of the
Lantern Festival. We
were taken through
streets thronged with
stallholders selling food,
paper lanterns and
plastic flowers, to a
night club where we
had a meal. This was
followed by a Karaoke
session — a real craze in
China. Annabelle and |
sang  Auld lang Syne
very tunelessly which
they liked (unfortu-
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nately) and so we had to
sing it again with a back-
ing track in Chinese.
The ladies were then in-
vited to go to the toilet.
This was a public loo
across the street for
which we had to pay to
get our “napkin”’, then
climb lots of stairs and
squat over a tiled chan-
nel in a long line with
knee-high partitions bet-
ween us but no door.
Quite a surprise and
quite a stench!

After this we were led
off to see Fuzi Maio, or
Confucius’ Temple. This
was a bit weird. The in-
side of it resembled a
fairground with il-
luminated  moving
figures from Chinese
legends; models and
pictures of Nanjing
scenery in fibre optics;
and rather tacky plastic
models of ponds,
pagodas and aeroplanes
donated by different
companies. We
wondered what Con-
fucius would have made
of it all! Before we left
we were presented with
a bright paper lantern
each decorated with a
Lotus flower to signify
good luck, happiness
and abundant sons for
the New Year — we
shall see!

(Gail Spenceﬁ\

Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold in
Caversham for 17 years, and
my business is built on
personal recommendation.

I buy all types of antiques
and collectors items, especially
furniture, silver and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and houses cleared.

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading

Telephone
Reading
479642

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

Matomal tnspes ten

1om €
Vieeire o st am Crodsme b

e =
116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory,
Church Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office:  Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel:
471703)

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate
Rd. Tel: 472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
478239,

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.
St. John's interregnum - all enquiries for baptisms and
weddings to Mr. Stephen Cousins (churchwarden)
481679 and funeral enquiries and other pastoral mat-
ters to the Rev. T. Lee 312512.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

sham Park Village. Tel. 475152.

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.
METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
The Rev Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138.
ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South
View Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418.

The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caver- .

For expert advice call me on 473011
&here is no charge, and no obligation /

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

FROX

For that special
occasion
Evening Gowns
and
Cocktail Wear

A HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623
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INTRODUCED TO OUR TWIN!

Ms Sylvia Pierce,
Reading Borough Coun-
cil's new Chief Ex-
ecutive, was keen to
know more about how
Reading came to be
twinned with
Dusseldorf when she
visited a new exhibi-
tion about Reading's
partner town which
was recently on display
in The Hexagon.

Ms Pierce, who is 43,
is the only woman of
the 81 chief executives
in the south of
England. She left
school at 16, studied
‘A’ levels at evening
classes and obtained a
good honours degree at
Birmingham Universi-
ty. She then became a
college lecturer,
teaching industrial rela-

tions and law, and
entered local govern-
ment less than ten
years ago. Her first job
was in personnel
management with the
now defunct GLC, and
she subsequently
became Director of Per-
sonnel of both
Hounslow and Ealing
before securing the top
job at Reading.

It was a surprise to
Ms Pierce that the link
between Reading and
Disseldorf was one of
the first town twinn-
ings, celebrating this
year its forty-fifth bir-
thday. More than thir-
ty groups with common
interests, such as choirs
and sports teams, as
well as schools and the
Reading College of
Technology, are engag-

ed in
exchanges.
There is a thriving ex-
change of members of
Reading churches. In
1993 the Reading-
Diisseldorf churches
Interchange, which is
an arm of Churches
Together in Reading,
will be hosting for a
week members of
Disseldorf churches. A
return visit to the Ger-
man city will be paid
the following year.
New participants in the
Interchange are always
very welcome, and Dr
Beldon Bensley, who is
Chairman of the Inter-
change and a member
of Caversham Heights
Methodist Church,
would be delighted to
answer enquiries on
Reading 345004.

regular

Sylvia Pierce with Martyn Allies

— P.J. Bean
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% Mobile Beauty Therapist,
BABTAC: IFHB IHBC

Electrolysis, Facial

Telephone
(0734) 479292

RBC Reg. No.A/19861

4

% and

§ Body Treatments
:

Kay Polley

SUE RYDER
SUPPORT GROUP
CAVERSHAM —
CALLING ALL QUIZZERS

Last summer the
Caversham Sue Ryder
Support Group decid-
ed that there were
many people around,
young and old, who
would enjoy solving
puzzles etc. during
their odd moments,
and at the same time
support a good cause.
A number of ques-
tions were compiled
by our member
Gwyneth Walters,
with all answers link-
ed to the number
nine, and a competi-
tion was organised.

The competition
proved successful,
and with the sale of

quiz sheets with in-
structions, together
with donations, a
useful sum of money
was raised for the
HOME at Nettlebed. It
should be reported
that some answers
returned were quite
ingenious, more in-
genious than the of-
ficial ones it was felt.
Two clever people
namely Mr C. Bentley
and Miss M. Jansen,
both of Caversham,
managed to achieve
sixty-two and a half
points, with Mr P.J.
Cheney of Wall-
ingford close behind
on fifty-nine and a

half points. We even
had an entry from
Australia.

Due to the populari-
ty of last year's com-
petition, it has been
agreed a similar com-
petition should be
organised for this
summer. As 1992 is
European Year, the
theme of our ques-
tions this time will be
Europe.

Initially, our Group
members will be seek-
ing reliable outlets,
accessible to the

general public with
the view of having the
competition sheets
available by the
beginning of July.

There will be
prizes in the form of
tokens for the three
sheets returned hav-
ing the most cor-
rect answers, i.e.
those corresponding
with the master copy.
To add more interest,
there will also be a
random drawn prize
for every one hundred
competition entries
sold. So, for those
wishing to test their
wits, we shall be
pleased to receive
returned entries
whether five ques-
tions, or fifty ques-
tions have been
completed. The com-
petition will close
with no more entries
being accepted after
15th September, and

we propose to notify
and reward those suc-
cessful by the week
commencing 3rd
October.

We in the Caver-
sham Group know
that our support for
the Sue Ryder Home
at Nettlebed is always
appreciated, and put
to very good use. We
trust that by arrang-
ing this competition
we can obtain your
support again, and by
so doing, give all who
take part a few hours
of fun and interest
too. We hope to see
you all at the Summer
Fair at the Home in
Nettlebed on Satur-
day July 11th. Please
note the new date at
the request of the
Police to avoid
clashing with the
wedding of Lady
Helen Windsor.

K.G. Deane.

Group Chairman.

SCOTTISH
FAYRE

Caversham Court

Saturday July 11th, 1992, 2-5pm
Lucky programme prizes, Reading
Scottish Pipe Band, Scottish
Dancers, Scottish Fare, Refresh-
ments, Home Baking, Pluck the
Duck, Tombola, Games and Side

Shows.

In aid of St Andrew’s United
Reformed Church, Reading.

BIRDS — WHERE SHALL

Spring and early
summer have once
again, produced an in-
flux of migrants and ex-
citing rarities in Britain.

This year, due to pro-
Ionge(}/ northerly
winds, migration was
several week delayed.

Nevertheless, in early
May, the twitcher was
kept royally busy with
news of rarity arrivals.

Over the May Bank
Holiday, | had arrang-
ed with a friend from
Sussex, who was arriv-
ing early morning, to

.

MILWARDS

SHOESs=———

i “nfort since
S1

All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
Church Street, Caversham and
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

&

see a very rare North
American, pied-billed
grebe, at a gravel-pit
near Radley, Oxon.

Late the previous
night, however, |
received a phone-call
from another birder to
advise me that a lesser
short-toed lark had, a
few hours earlier, gone
to roost in a barley-field
at Portland Bill! As this
was a “first”” for Bri-
tain’s mainland, my
friend and | were sore-
ly tempted to change
our plans, but after due
deliﬁeration, decided
to go to Radley, as
arranged.

We were rewarded
with close up views of
the pied-billed grebe,
which neither of us had
ever seen, (although
not without having
disappointedly tried
but failed at Kenfig in
Wales, a few years
previously).

We also saw a very
“local”” and ' uncom-
mon, Cetti’s warbler,
which sang well with
apparent, complete
disregard for five, ac-
tively noisy cuckoos,
nearby. 5

Two hobbies (sum-
mer falcons), soared
high in a blue sky, later
being joined by a
goshawk.

As sand martins
hawked for flies low
over the water,
sometimes settlin
charmingly on smaﬁ
willow-twigs in truly
photogenic postures,
the song of the willow
warbler and chiffchaff
emanated from trees
and hedgerow, whilst
the Blackcap added its
own sweet melody.

For the twitcher, fur-
ther excitement con-
tinued well into May

WE GO? (Part 2)

In case one may er-
roneously presume
that “twitching” is a
purely male-
dominated activity, |
am very happy to
number among my
closest twitcher friends,
ladies whose
knowledge, capability
— and check lists are
frequently equal 1o the
Male Fraternity in this
delightfully exciting
department of Bird
Watching!

For all of us, “The
time of the singing of
birds is come”’.

“SCOPS OWL".

CLAY TIME

Hobby Ceramic Centre
27 Farnham Drive
(Shopping Centre)
Caversham Park Village
Reading (0734) 462212
Try a creative new hobby, relax and
forget your worries.

Call in for a chat and see what you

can do.

NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
FREE TUITION GIVEN

100s of items to choose from.

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES.

Also open Monday & Wednesday evening

4 Wooldridge

0734 482584

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE
SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

with news of eight rare,
cattle egrets, in full
breeding plumage,
having arrived in a field
at Rickmansworth.

In spite of some
seven-hundred, pre-
dawn, birders who
sped to Portland Bill,
the lesser short-toed
lark was not seen
again! Many of them
came on to Radley —
via Rickmansworth —
some covering hun-
dreds of miles in the
day, as per their
“itinerary”’|

HONEYWOOD HOUSE

Teas & Suppers : General Store
& Post Office

Enjoy a cup of freshly gound coffee while
browsing through our unique range of hand-made
gifis

A warm and friendly atmosphere to cater for your
every day needs and special treats

We are now stocking Country Delights
An exclusive range of scrumptious preserves and
pickles; also a wide range of speciality chocolates

We have now extended our supper evenings 1o Friday
and Saturday. We can offer either a candle and
firelight intimate supper or a relaxed fun atmosphere
Jor your private parties
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M. D. Carter

Independent Fitting Service

2,
o~

Complete kitchen &
bathroom planning including
all plumbing and
electrical work.

I can also supply and fit a
selective range of quality
kitchens and bathrooms.

CORGl

@

Just give me a call for your
FREE quotation on

Reading 0734 476350

G- ConEREY

The Market Garden,
Goring Heath.
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5
Sunday 9.30-Noon
Tel: (0491) 681541

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

Extensions - Repairs - Alterations
Patios - Pools - Ponds - Plastering - Roofing
Plumbing - Carpentry - Brickwork

Free Estimates

25 Gosbrook Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Telephone
Reading (0734) 478306

HAND PAINTED CHINA
By LINDA CLARKE

> Christening & Wedding Plates
3 Pet Portraits & Door Plaques

’ Tel: 481271 for details
’ Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS 3

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

TP

& PR - 5

Walton Adams 3~
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

s o anna

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

On Tuesday May
12th a large propor-
tion of members at-
tended the biennial
Programme Planning
meeting and
presented the com-
mittee with a wealth
of ideas and sugges-
tions for the future
meetings.

The three main
groups are flour-
ishing with the Arts
and Crafts having a
full year ahead. They
met in small groups
during Visual Arts
Week and toured the
various displays, ex-
hibitions and
demonstrations
which took place in
Reading. These prov-
ed varied and in-
teresting and well
worth visiting.
Several members
had their own work
on display and one
took part in a pain-
ting demonstration.
The Social Studies
group has renamed
itself Words and
Music and intends to
devote the following
year to a study of
poetry and prose,
play reading and
music, both taking
part and listening
and appreciaton. The
Ramblers continue to
walk once a fortnight
sometimes locally
and sometimes fur-
ther afield depen-
ding on weather and
availability of
transport. Thirteen
members have just
returned from an
adventurous holiday
on the Isle of Arran
where they ex-
perienced rain, hail,
sleet, snow and gales
as well as difficult
walking on boggy
ground. Five receiv-
ed certificates on
reaching the summit
of Glen Rosa, and all
returned looking
hale and hearty and
undamaged, having
thoroughly enjoyed
themselves. Mrs. D.
Sharman was con-
gratulated as her
beautiful knitted
shawl has reached
the next round of a
nationwide knitting
competition, and we
wish her every suc-
cess in future
rounds. Three large

tables were groaning
under the weight of
plants for sale and
Mrs B. Jepson, Mrs
M. Cooper and Mrs 1.
Dovey were kept
very busy all even-
ing. The Guild is
flourishing with a
large membership
and has a very full,
varied and in-
teresting year to look
forward to.

STAR
Reading branch
of the University
of the Third Age

The Books groups
began a new venture
in May: a study of
the English novel.
They read extracts
from Richardson and
Fielding and then
discussed them. The
Playreaders group
read the Edwardian
classic ‘‘“The Voysey
Inheritance’’, a great
draw in its day, but
the group doubted
whether it would be
a success today. The
new Technology and
Changes group began
very successfully;
the members were
sure that 1750 mark-
ed a new beginning
in this field which
was going to explode
in many directions
after 1815 — their
subject for the next
meeting.

Until now the col-
umn has not men-
tioned the meeting
of the Luncheon
Club which meets on

A. & D. MORRIS

CARPET
FITTERS

® 25 years experience
® Carpet repairs

® Re-adaptions

® Vinyls

READING
479280/
475066

KAY CLIFFE
NOW

FABRI KATE

YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER

For Free Quotation
Phone “BAJJER ARTS"”
Broadway House

0628 781883

the second Tuesday
of each month at the
Hare and Hounds,
Sonning Common at
12 and is much en-
Joyed by all. The
Classical Music
Group enjoyed a talk
by Mr Norman Mor-
ris, the Director of
the Reading Phoenix
Choir. He was most
entertaining about
the many tours
undertaken by the
Choir, particularly
that to Russia where
they visited Russians
in their homes and
really got to know
them.

On July 8th the
Classical Music group
welcomes Mrs Auriel
Warwick who is a
leading music
therapist and author
of ““Music Therapy
and Autistic Child’’.
Visitors are welcome
at the Retirement

Centre, Caversham
at 2pm.
The Debating

Group had an infor-
mal debate on
whether to close
down but it was
overwhelmingly
defeated chiefly on
the grounds that for

lonely members
STAR meetings are a
life-line.

The Travel Discus-
sion Group featured
‘‘Alaska’” and ‘“‘Ex-
ploring Rivers’’. The
Writers Group
became journalists
and each member
brought his own item
of news. Nearly
twenty walkers
braved the heat and
walked from the
beautiful Bugs Bot-
tom to Emmer Green
via Chalkhouse
Green. Lunch and
drinks at The White
Horse Inn were
much appreciated.

The Open Meeting
in the Kennet Room
in the Civic Centre
had as its speaker Mr
Harold Hill. A life
spent amongst art
since early childhood
has meant that he
has emerged as a
leading art restorer.
Among many in-
teresting points he
made was the chang-
ing fashion in art
prints among the
public, ranging from
the Dutch School in
the early 1950’s to
botancial prints ten
years later. Mr Hill
opened the first art
gallery in Reading
after the war.

New members are
welcome. Member-
ship Secretary is Mrs
Grace McGregor,
Reading 866037.

Maplewood W.I.

The Annual
General Meeting was
attended by Vice
Chairman VCO Mrs

Dianne Lewis who
explained that the
National Federation
of Women'’s Insitutes
was now a limited
company with a
triennial General
Meeting, held last
year at Birmingham.
Intermediate general
meetings would be
held with one
delegate to represent
four institutes, thus
reducing numbers
and allowing move-
ment of these
meetings around the
country. Mrs Lewis
gave background in-
formation on the
resolutions put to
members for discus-
sion and votes were
taken by a show of
hands.

The flower of the
month competition
was won by Miss
Winifred Simmonds

with a rhodo-
dendron.
Rosehill W.I.

The May meeting
was held on 6th.
Most activities are
curtailed during the
summer except
rambling, which is
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enjoyed throughout
the year. As usual,
the VCO came to go
through the resolu-
tions so that Chazey!
WI can go to t}\e
AGM with Rosehill}$
views. Many
members went to the
recent evening
meeting of ''the
group. Mrs. Roberts
was complimented
on the entry for the
competition. The
June meeting was on
3rd when the 29th.

anniversary,  was
celebrated. The
President, Mrs.

Stockill welcomed
everyone including a
number of invited
visitors amongst
them Mrs. Fricker
and Mrs. Clayton,
the Berkshire Chair-
man. Get-well
wishes were sent to
Mrs. Denning, a
member for many
years and it was sad
to hear of the death
of Mrs. Wain. The
speaker in May was
Mrs. M. Wallace,

who gave a lively
talk with poetry
readings. Tea was
then served by the

o

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK
including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

Phone

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Daytime 477466
Evenings 461701

S. P. SADLER
CANADIAN CANOEING

Individual and small group instruction
RIVER EXPEDITIONS
EQUIPMENT HIRE
READING 482669

e c ol
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~ Committee, and a
' lovely birthday cak-
ed decorated with
yellow icing was
. made by Mrs. Fry.
The exhibition was
““A favourite poem’’.

Caversham
Heights TG

Advice from
British Gas

Members of Caver-
sham Heights
Townswomen's
Guild were both
entertained and in-
formed at their
meeting in May at St
Andrew’s Hall. Miss
Jenny Boyd was the
speaker, a represen-
tative from British
Gas, who is one of a
team of Home Ser-
vice Advisers who
can visit homes.
They give advice on
the use or choice of a
gas appliance, or on

using gas
economically. All
calls made by the ad-

viser are free and
can be arranged
through the local
British Gas
showroom or office.
Speaking with a
charming Irish ac-
cent, she mentioned

that a free gas safety
check can be carried
out if a person is liv-
ing alone and is over
60. Some appliance
controls, whether for
a cooker, fire, gas
heater, central
heating clock or
room thermostat,
can be marked in
some way for people
with poor sight.

There are special
adapters available
free of charge which
enable controls to be
used more easily. An
interesting film
about ‘“The Curious
History of British
Food' followed,
then a quiz to find
the person who
remembered the
details in the film
best, and prizes from
British Gas.

Chazey W.I.

Chazey W.I1.
recently celebrated
its tenth birthday
with a Caribbean
evening. Members
and their husbands
danced the night
away to a steel band
and enjoyed lashings
of good food and
drink.

At the AGM Mrs
Jean Pugh was
elected President for
a second year. Mrs
Gale Russell and Mrs
Mary Cadwallader
were made vice
Presidents.

Recent meetings
have included two
excellent speakers

ST LUKES
RESIDENTIAL HOME
EMMER GREEN, READING

atmosphere.

team on:

This lovely, purpose built home is situated
in a quiet area of Emmer Green. We offer
a high standard of care in a warm and cosy

All bedrooms have en-suite facilities with
an up to date Call Bell System.

If you would like to know more about us
contact Doreen or Shelley our management

(0734) 461424

| INDOWS.

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS

ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE
* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH
* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL
* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

EPLACEMENT

Mrs Joanna Allaway
gave a fascinating il-
lustrated talk about a
three week trek in
the Peruvian Moun-
tains to learn about
the local spinning,
weaving and dying.
Members were able
to look at some of
Joanna's interesting
‘“finds’’.

This month, Mr
Tony Handly from
Ardington, near
Wantage, showed
members slides of
reed harvesting on
the Thames for rush
seat making, and
described how cane
and chair making
had started as a hob-
by and turned into a
small business
employing seven full
time workers.

The Social group
recently enjoyed a
visit to see and sam-
ple the making of
Danish pastries at
Warings Baker,
Spencers Wood. A
barbecue and trip on
the Basingstoke
Canal are planned
for the summer.

Meetings are held
in the Mapledurham
Pavilion at 8pm on
the first Tuesday
each month. New or
potential members
are always very
welcome.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

The Guild has once
again had a very
busy month with
members visiting the
Avenue School and
seeing this dedicated
school and its staff in
action. They are also
delighted to see that
Reading are to do
something about the
play area and equip-
ment that are on the
two sites of Caver-
sham Park. Two
members of this
Guild surveyed these
sites during a na-
tional investigation
and found them
wanting, particularly
the framework and
height of the frames
at the Farnham
Drive site.

The Guild had two
speakers for the
price of one at their
May meeting as the
original speaker had
to attend a national
meeting. Firstly they
heard about the for-
mation of
‘‘Lodgers’’, a na-
tional organisation
started in 1987 in
Bury St Edmunds
under the Prince's
Trust to try to find
registered safe ac-
commodation for
young people who
were forced to work

or be away from
their families. All
householders are in-
terviewed before
joining the register
both for their own
peace of mind and
the safety of the
young person. In
Reading, the
organisation in hous-
ed under the roof of
‘“No 5" as they were
very sympathetic to
the needs of young
people.

Secondly, they
learned a little more
of the work of the
youth counselling
service that is based,
and therefore called
“No.5,”" at 5 Sack-
ville Street, Reading.
Here there are train-
ed counsellors who
can offer help with
personal problems
such as low esteem,
anorexia, as well as
acting as a guide
through the
minefields of housing
benefits and poll tax.
They can also offer
help with drug pro-
blems, homelessness,
physical abuse and
schooling worries.
No charge is made
for the service, all
the work relies on
voluntary contri-
butions.

Members are soon
to start on their com-
munity challenge in
making shoe bags for
one of the local
schools. The com-
petition this month,
won by Mrs Holder,
was for the most in-
teresting button. Her
button was over one
hundred years old.

One thing about
being a committee
member is that they
do get the occasional
treat and this month
the committee went
to Reading College of
Technology and en-
joyed some of the
students’ cooking
creations. They were
made to feel really
welcome and the ser-
vice was excellent.

Caversham
Community
Associaton

As there were two
Bank Holiday Mon-
days in May it meant
that the club met on-
ly twice that month.

The first meeting
was for the
demonstration of
flower arranging by
Mrs. Ann Haggerty
on the 11th of May.
The members were
advised to condition
blooms in prepara-
tion for arranging.
The stems should be
shortened an inch or
two with a sharp
knife, then placed in
water. Mrs. Haggerty
began by making an

attractive water ar-
rangement using
Solomon’s seal and
blue iris. Next, a
model of a penny-
farthing bicycle was
used to create a
flowing arrangement
of alstromeria, lilies,
carnations and
chrysanthemums.
Mrs. Haggerty ex-
plained that this
design was influenc-
ed by the German
way of flower ar-
ranging - a shower
style. She went on to
make an arrange-
ment based on the
Dutch method, using
clear lines copied
from the ikebana
method. This
resulted in a lovely
design which could
be used as a window
box as the flowers
appeared to be grow-
ing from amongst the
foliage. The
members were then
shown how to make
some charming Vic-
torian style wedding
posies. After refresh-
ment time Mrs. Hag-
gerty displayed
another branch of
her art, which was
making scented spice
posies. Her interest
in this was inspired
by similar work from
Salzburg, Austria.
Everyone agreed
that the evening had
been very interesting
as it had been
floristry with a
difference.

The following
meeting on the 18th
May was for a games
evening. There was a
friendly competition
amongst the
members who played
shove ha'penny,
scrabble and various
card games. There
was also the oppor-
tunity to play table
tennis for the more
energetic members.
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John Kitcher & Son

re-located to
SPRING FARM STABLES
WALLINGFORD ROAD, GORING
Telephone (0491) 872103

Free Estimates in your own home

CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

rumwmwuw.ﬂ

Large range of patterns to choose from

GARDEN FETE

IN AID OF BRITISH INSTITUTE FOR
BRAIN INJURED CHILDREN

on JULY 11th at 2.30pm
at 19 ALBERT ROAD, CAVERSHAM

MANY STALLS

BOOKS @ CAKES ® TOYS @ NEARLY NEW @
GIFTS ® WHITE ELEPHANT & PLANTS

also BOUNCY CASTLE & TRAMPOLINE @ TEAS &
REFRESHMENTS

Please come and bring your family and friends

Gerard F Shields
Retail Greengrocer
and supplier of Health Foods

The Salad Bowl

7 Milestone Way
Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8XM
Tel: (0734) 473770

The Entertaini;r:iéjw(*:odvks‘

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Campers Come
Cheaper

34 Ardler Rocd (off Gosbrook Road), Lower Caversham, Reading
I: (0734) 461834; evenings 473560

We Buy
& Sell
Campers
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/ERTISERS” ANNOUNCEMENTS

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of |
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
Local Delivery Service

D
S

Houses - Extensions - Roofing - |

Property Maintenance - Patios
Intemal & External Decoration

i
i

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055,

CAVERSHAM
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE
E. B. PICKERSGILL

Copies while you wait 7p per copy.
Reduction on 50 or over.
Coloured paper available.

- Rubber stamps made to order -
- 24 hour service -

LARGE STOCKS OF STATIONERY

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel: (0734) 473077

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
€3 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDONHOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

PLUMBING

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:

481929

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS

By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS

BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

QUALIFIED

RIEFISE>X@IN@IGHSEN

Mark Chuter M.A.R.

FREE CONSULTATIONS

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversham
Reading

0734 477192 RG4 OHB

ROOFING AND BUILDING
CONTRACTOR

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
drawing and planning applications can be arranged.

FOR FREE QUOTATION

Phone Reading (0734) 470971

E:i Cyril H. Lovegrove

Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE
24 Hour Service - Private Chapels of Rest

Limousine Hire
FUNERAL EXPENSE PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

Carpenter & Joiner
PEFER
MAY

Phone Reading 478175

' STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.

ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

-----1

L-------------J

Reading 478607

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE !

FIXING BY OUR OWN

FIXING EXPERTS
FRe;
A S S

55 Donkin Hill G
Caversham %
Reading RG4 0DG 4
0734 478853/479163 ===

S

EN

EXETER

Devon

Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment, fully fur-
nished, available for lettings. |
Situated on banks of River Exe, «
within short distance of Cathedral |
and town centre.

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE

Contact Mrs M. Wall
Tel. 475661

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken
REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276

ANY TIME

TYPING SERVICE

-

FROM C.V’S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

GARDENING
SERVICE

LAWNS, HEDGING, FENCING,
PAVING, ROTAVATING,
GARDEN CLEARANCES ETC.

REGULAR & ONE OFF JOBS

STEVE CHUMBLEY
Tel: 0734 475865

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

Special Airport Service
LOWEST FARES IN DISTRICT
COMPARES TRAINS

ANY JOURNEYS & ANY DISTANCE
LICENSED CARS

READING 470690

@AVERSHAM OOKSHOP
18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

3rd Reading (St. Peters) COTTAGE IN
Scouts

N. BRITTANY

Sea 10 miles, Sleeps 6 +

Marq!‘ee cot. All mod cons, large

fOl‘ hll’e house and garden. Farm

30" x 16’ produce opposite. Very
Very reasonable rates S::::::::l:c
Tel. 483391 477525

CRAWFORD
&
LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
® Extensions & Alterations @

® Refurbishments ®
® Repairs & Renewals @

® Drawings & Planning Applications
Arranged ®

For Personal Attention:

Telephone: 0734 475773 (KE8)

X

ARTHUR
BUTLER || TOMALIN& SON
(Peppard) (N.A.F.D.)
N.A.F.D. Funeral
FUNERAL Directors
DIRECTORS 48 New Street
Telephone Henley-on-Thames
(0491) Telephone 3370
573370 DAY AND NIGHT
ST s R. M RDLE
A.F. JONES | | R MecA
MASTER MASTER MASONS
MASONS G TR
Fine Memorials in
Craftsmen in Stone Marble, Stone and
Granite
BEDFORD RD Restoration and all
READING 2y
T‘;l;;:;; 4 READING 262362
)
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