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The Caversham
Group Ministry is
three years young
this Easter.
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April’s departure
of Alan Wilson from
St John’s makes the
Rector the current-
ly longest surviving
Anglican minister.
He inherited a
parish of thirty
thousand, with six
churches. Why did
he ‘break up the
empire’?
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The Rector
believed the deci-
sion was timely,
though not greeted
with global rejoic-
ing. After three
years, he felt a
restructured
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HAPPY THIRD
BIRTHDAY!

‘parish’ could bet-
ter serve the needs
of its people, from
furthest Maple-
durham cottage to
newest house on
Caversham Park. So
he established over
the next three years
four new parishes
(St John, St An-
drew, St Barnabas,
and Caversham
Park LEP), leaving
St Peter and St
Margaret as a parish
of eight thousand,
eight hundred. On
St David’s Day 1989
the Queen in Privy
Council formally

approved the
Scheme.
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19th Century Kid-

more End was part
of Caversham but
became a parish in
its own right. Its

The Rev. Richard Kingsbury
St. Peter’s and St. Margaret’s

The Rev. Philip Abrey

Caversham Park Village LEP

The Rev. Alan Wilson
St. John's

ANGLICAN
CLERGY

The Rev. Christine Allsopp
St. Peter’'s & St. Margaret's

The Rev. Bill Carpenter
St. Andrew’s

The Rev. Nigel Hardcastle
St. Barnabas’

proven in-
dependence and
self-reliance has
also been the ex-
perience of Caver-
sham’s four new
parishes. Not least
in wedding couples
having in law to
turn to their new
parish  church,
where the con-
gregation can af-
firm the marriage of
their own local
parishioners.
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The  Anglican
Group clergy meet
weekly (fortnightly
with ecumenical
colleague
ministers). Joint
Confirmation train-
ing, mutual help for
services, ecumenical
study groups, Lent

Good
Neighbours Scheme,
Link Group, United
Services, ‘Churches
Together in Caver-
sham’, the annual
inter-church Holi-
day, and of course
the Caversham
Bridge, all reflect
our commitment to
work together.

courses
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The Caversham
Group Ministry (in-
cluding its recent
Local Ecumenical
Project in Caver-
sham Park Parish
now formally
established) is up
and jogging.

(=)=
Happy Third Bir-
thday to the
Anglican parishes
of our Group
Ministry!

Mapledurham
House, first opened
to the public in
1967, will be
celebrating these
twenty-five years
at Easter. As a
special attraction, a
Craft Fair will be
held next to the car
park by the river,
and will take place
over the three days
of the Easter
weekend.  This
means that for the
first time, the house
will open on Satur-
day of that
weekend, April

TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OPEN
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18th and the open-
ing hours of the
house and mill will
be slightly different
for this occasion.
The Craft Fair itself
will be open from
10.30am until 5pm.
The house and tea
rooms will be open
from 2 — 5.30pm
and the mill from
11.30am.

It is good to have
this lovely Eliza-
bethan house and
mill in such a
superb setting so
close to Caversham
and Reading.
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TALKING POINT

By The Rev. Richard Kingsbury
Rector of
St. Peter’s Caversham & St Margarets Mapledurham

'ALL CREATURES

OF 'Ol

GOD AND KING'

Near Caversham Rectory is a large, unspec-
tacular tree. It  bothers me. From
2 a.m. its top branch is occupied by a
nightingale, who hands over at 5 a.m. to a
blackbird. Their ancestors probably sang from
this tree to somnolent Canons Hewitson Nash
and Grimwade. The present incumbent sleeps
tittully, mindful of the bye-law forbidding
discharge of a shotgun within 200 metres of
a dwelling.

Frost, fog, rain, don't affect the birds or their
repertoire. | lie there, tense. On balance, I'm
grateful for them. They teach a good lesson.

What crazy instinct makes a bird leave its
dormitory twig, fly to another twig, and make
such a noise daily, regardless of weather? The
same instinct which draws us to Church week-
ly to sing or song to God's tune. It's primal.
Like to church bells calling all people,
whatever the weather, to worship.

The first Easter morning, Mary Magdalene
went to the Garden of Repose. Her dear friend
Jesus has been in a nearby Garden two nights
earlier. Had He heard nightingales sing in
Gethsemane? Did Mary hear dawn birdsong
in the Easter Garden? We can only imagine...

Jesus pointed, in his teaching, to the birds
of the air. Watching and praying before the
Cross, | wonder what were the last sounds he
heard. | wonder what the dawn chorus was
like for Mary Magdalene. Church practices
change. Birdsong doesn’t.

Through Holy Week into Eastertide, con-
sider the birds of the air. Put the general elec-
tion jingles and jargon into the timeframe of
God’s creation. Christ taught, healed, died and
was resurrected in the open air. Surely he went
to Synagogue — as we must to Church — to
respond to God’s call of love.

Did the robin get its red breast from the
Saviour’s crown of thorn wounds? Did Christ
in Gethsemane agony hear a nightingale? Did
rooks wheel and cry over Calvary? and every
bird in Jerusalem sing at dawn on Easter Day?

All | know is the birds | hear in the wee small
hours. | like to think my Saviour heard the
same sounds as | do and that he found con-
solation and his Father’s reassurance to his
creatures in them.

—
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POSTBAG

Dear Sirs,

The  Caversham
Community Associa-
tion are holding a
Spring Fair on April 4th
at 2 o'clock at the Ar-
thur Legge Centre,
Wolsey Road. Various
stalls include home
made cakes, White
Elephant, fancy goods,
Sue Ryder, tombola,
plants and home pro-
duce, competitions,
raffle, tea and biscuits.
Entrance for adults
10p, children free.

Yours etc.

Maida Feast
Secretary
90 Gosbrook Road
Caversham.

Dear Sirs,

Having read, vvith in-
terest, the Revd Nigel
Hardcastle’s 'Talking
Point"  (February’s
Caversham Bridge), I'd
like to put forward the
viewpoint  of a
Spiritualist — after all,
this newspaper is a
‘bridge’ between all
denominations.

Contrary to popular
belief, all Spiritualists

do believe in God —
where else does the
life-force come from?
We also believe in life
after death and healing
(laying-on of hands) as
do all other Churches.
The only difference
between our religion
and others is that we
have proof of an after-
life, given by Mediums
of Spirit. To put the
record straight, a true
Medium does not ‘tell
fortunes’, nor ‘call up
the dead’ but acts as a
go-between, or to
simplify, a radio or
telephone — e.g. if one
doesn't switch on the
radio one doesn’t hear
anything or if someone
doesn’t dial your
number your telephone
won't ring. A medium
cannot say ‘I'll get in
touch  with your
Mother/Elvis
Presley/Queen Victoria
etc.

Mr Hardcastle men-
tions the Spiritualists of
the 1930's and Hitler.
Every living soul is
given the choice of
free-will and in spite of
millions of prayers from

all sects, Hitler exercis-
ed his right of free-will
and went ahead, albeit
on the wrong path.

Now, to ‘throw the
cat right amongst the
pigeons’, what else
were the Disciples but
Mediums? They saw
and heard Jesus after
He had died and as
printed in the article,
Jesus also told of the
future, but where did
he get the fore-
knowledge of Judas’
betrayal and of St
Peter’s denial (three
times before the cock
crows) ete? From Spirit
of course, alias God.

Please don't keep
‘knocking" the religion
of Spiritualism because
we do, all, believe in
the same God

Yours etc,

Sylvia Brown

Editors’ Note

The views expressed
in this letter do not
conform with the
views of the
mainstream chur-
ches. Readers' com-
ments are invited.

STILL
REMEMBERED

As someone with more
than a passing interest in
World War [, I frequently
stop at village churches to
visit war memorials and
pay my respects; in some
churches are plaques to the
fallen or to individual ser-
vice men or women. In do-
ing so I had entirely
overlooked the private
memorial in my own
church, St. Peter's, to a
young soldier who lies in a
village I have visited many
times during trips to the
Somme. After some
research I now know
where he lived in Caver-
sham, where he served in
France and almost certain-
ly how and where he died.
On my next visit I will be
able to visit his grave and
pay my respects.

When my friends learn of
my interest they either say
“You must be mad" or
“"How interesting; I had a
relative who was in the
Great War, | wonder what
happened to him?", If any
of our readers have the se-
cond reaction it is not too
hard to find out what hap-
pened to Grandfather or
Uncle Fred. Given some
simple facts which may be
available such as the name
ofthe Regiment he served
in, or even a photograph, it
is sometimes possible to
discover a wealth of infor-
mation. [ would be pleased
to help if I can.

Maurice Joh

MAPLEDURHAM
HOUSE

Staff required to assist with Summer season open-
ing, Easter to end September afternoons only, Sat,
Sun and Bank Holidays. Help required in Tea Rooms,
Entrance Kiosk and Watermill.
Part-time cleaners also required for holiday cottages.
Mainly Fridays 10.00 a.m. to 3.00 p.m. Hourly rate
plus travelling expenses.
For further deails please contact:-
Miss Jean R. Emary, The Estate Office,
Mapledurham House.
Tel: (0734) 723350

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND
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HARDWICK
FARM SHOP
Once more | have to
start with apologies and
hope I've not mis-
directed too many peo-
ple. It now appears that
the phone number of
Path Hill Farm is not the
one we gave in our
February issue but is in
fact (0734) 842392 and
I am told that in case
anyone wants to visit —

and it is well worth
while — Lady Rose
would be more than

willing to supply a
leaflet giving directions
as to how to get there.
So if you're organically
minded do give them a
ring and go over and see
for vourself what is on
offer

NEW
CONTRIBUTIONS
We've often been

concerned that our

KATY IN CAVERSHAM

paper doesn’t always in-
clude matters which
may well be of interest
to many of our readers.
This month we have
been fortunate enough
Lo get permission to
reprint an item which
appeared in a- recent
issue of Caversham Hor-
ticultural  Society’s
bulletin. And in case
vou want to know more
and are not already a
member of the Associa-
tion, why not join and
take advantage of the
very professional advice
on offer and the below-
shop-price garden re-
quirements available.
Unfortunately we are
too late to advertise
their AGM but on 10th
April there will be a talk
and demonstration on
Hanging Baskets, at Ar-
thur Legge Centre at
7.30 — as good an op-
portunity any to in-
troduce yourself. You'll

find a lot of people you
know there.

REQUESTS
CATERED FOR
The item by Maurice

Johnson (Tel: 479794)

is, we hope, the first of
many of that kind. In
the meanwhile Mr,

Johnson repeats that he

is only too willing to be
contacted if he can help
anyone with their
research into relatives
lost during World War
I

We could do with
more offers like this, so
get writing.

IMAGES OF

ENGLAND
Some of us were for-
tunate enough to attend
an event of entertain-
ment at the Oratory
School recently. We

were treated to an ex-
cellent miscellany of
words and music pro-
duced by Pamela
Chilvers, who will be
known to many local
people, and - Sonya
Delamere, a worthy
dramatist who current-
ly teaches at the Avenue
Special School. Each in-
cluded works of their
own and Pamela was
assisted by Richard
Line, who produced a
splendid arrangement
of part of ‘“The Planets’.
Richard is currently
teaching at Reading
Blue Coat School, so he
too was a familiar figure
to lﬂ}ln)ﬁ

The items chosen
were, in many cases
unusual and it

very interesting even-
ing, made more so by
an exhibition of the
paintings of Martin

Beek, our local artist
who, among other
things, has illustrated
‘Bugs Bottom'. |
sincerely hope that
somebody better
qualified than me will
be able to produce a
fuller review of a very
unusual event.

FEED THE

CHILDREN
And I've been asked
to mention that this
organisation, the first
British-based aid agency
to alert the public to the
plight of Albania’s
children, has now mov-
ed to 1 Priory Avenue,
Caversham (Tel:
464444) where they
will be glad to give
more information about
the many ways in which
they can help in this
very worthy cause. The
need is urgent and your
help, not only in pro-

viding supplies, but in
sorting and packing, is
required. So do give
them a ring and find out
how you can fit into the
programme. [ know
many Caversham peo-
ple are already heavily
involved in so many
good causes, but there
may be those new to
the district perhaps,
who have not yet sign-
ed on.

GOOD OLD

WOOLIES
One of our readers,
longing for the old days
when one could go in-
to Woolworths and
pick up an assortment
of items without
wandering round the
town to various shops,
wrote to Woolworth's
Head Office and asked if
there was any possibili-
ty of a return to such a
store — not, of course,
at 6d. for everything,
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but  who expects
miracles these days.

To her surprise she
received a prompt rep-
ly saying that the new
store will carry the full
range of Woolworth
goods “which includes
most of the product
groups mentioned in
your letter”'. The letter
goes on to say that
market research in
Reading will be carried
out before deciding on
the range of goods as far
as possible ‘to reflect
what the shoppers of
Reading need and will
want to buy'. If you'd
like to add your voice to
this request do write to
Woolworths PLG;
Woolworth  House,
242/246 Marylebone
Road, London, NWI
Incidentally, they hope

to have the new store
open for trading by
next Christmas

HINTS FROM THE
POTTING SHED

Do you live in Caver-
sham or Emmer Green
and garden a thick
deposit of sand and
gravel that passes for
soil in the area? If so
have you ever
wondered why your
vegetable yields in
general are lower
than expected and
root crops in par-
ticular are often
poor? Then read on —
below is the most
likely solution to your
problem.

The problem lies in
the past history of the
sand and gravel
deposit and it is
necessary to look

back in geological
time to find the
answer. A great

number of years ago
the River Thames was
much wider than it is
today. The north
bank water lapped
around the top of

Caversham Park
Village while the
south bank was up to
Southampton Street.
In time the river
shrank leaving two
major terraces on
which the river
deposited a thick
layer of sand and
gravel. These terraces
are still easily seen to-
day by taking a walk
up Peppard Road and
Buckingham Drive.
The first terrace
starts by the Prince of
Wales pub, rising
sharply at first then
becoming flat as it
passes the Chiltern
Nurses Training Col-
lege. The second ter-
race starts to rise by
PictonWay and levels
off as Peppard Road
becomes Buckingham
Drive. All of the sand
and gravel deposited
on these terraces has
been worked many

T| Holloways [§

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

The professional alternative to London

A professional service
from complete
contents o a single
item.

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

" Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance
purposes.

times by the geologic
Father Thames —
deposited, eroded
and re-deposited.
Most of the primary
minerals have disap-
peared eons ago and
this includes the
readily soluble and
easily leached trace
element Boron.
Boron in large
amounts is poisonous
to all plants but in
very small amounts is
essential for cell
growth and the dif-
ferentation of the
growing point.
Without Boron the
plant is stunted, the
growing point dies
back and often a cor-
kiness appears on the
base of the leaves and
stems. In root
vegetables the root
often fails to swell. If
you suspect that this
might be your pro-
blem then try the
following solution
which is both simple
and cheap. Buy 200 g
(8 0z.) of Borax B.P.
Powder from Boots.
Take one half of a
level teaspoon only
and dissolve it in a
cupful of hot water.

Add this to a water-
ing can of water and
mix well. Use this to

Moves at
Good wishes go to the
Revd. Alan Wilson on
his appointment as
Rector of St.
Michael's Sandhurst.
Alan has been at St.
John's for ten years,
first as priest-in-
charge and then as St.
John's first vicar.

During this period
he married and has

water 20-25ft. of dou-
ble row of vegetables,
8 sq. yds. of potatoes
or one moderate size
fruit tree. If Boron
deficiency is
suspected in flower
beds or rose beds etc.,
us the same amount
for 10-12 sq.yds. Im-
mediately wash the
solution off the
leaves with clean
water. This should be
sufficient for one
crop. Neither home
produced compost
(which will be low in
Boron if your own
garden rubbish is us-
ed) nor any amount
of Growmore will in-
crease vegetables
yields if Boron is lack-
ing. But remember,
Boron in large
amounts is poi-
sonous to all plants,
so do not exceed the
amounts indicated —
Good luck with your
1992 root crops!™
(Supplies of Borax
can be obtained from
your local chemist)
JOHN VARLEY,
President of Caver-
sham Horticultural
Society and Agricul-
tural Adviser to the
Commonwealth
Development
Corporation.

St. John’s

two daughters, and
has moved into a
newly built vicarage.
He will be preaching
his last sermon on
Easter Day and there
will be a further
report next month.
His time at St.
John's has been well
spent and he and the
family will be missed
by the congregation.

HAVE WE PASSED?

Some of the St Anne’s Guides having their work assessed for the Craft
badge. They were all successful!

— E.S. Archer

Photography

by Michael Blackburn

OLd photographs reproduced
Passports and Portraits

M. B. Photography

41 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Berks
Telephone : Reab'mg (0734) 479450 /475656
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

*

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

i

Est. 1882
for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK
including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,
etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS

ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE

* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH

* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL

* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

EPLACEMENT
ik 2 INDOWS______|

a

Jesus says “I am th

‘Give ear and come to me;
hear me that your soul may live’.
Isaiah 55.v.3.

*Testing, testing — one,
two, three."” These were
the words that I heard
being whispered” into
the microphone in the
chapel where I had
crept for a few last
moments of peace
before emerging into
the pre-Christmas
madness last December.
I was therefore, far
from pleased to discover
a workman there install-
ing a PA system and

struggled to concentrate
on ‘higher things' and
blot out that insistent
whispering. Suddenly
the whisper became a
shout “TESTING,
TESTING — ONE, TWO,
THREE,”* as the
microphone came alive.
That was it. I had had
enough and got up to
leave, but found myself
sitting down again. I can
not explain how, but
somehow I felt compell-

True Vine"

ed to stay and listen to
something which seem-
ed to be communicating
itself to me through this
unexpected intruder.

I had gone to the Con-
vent of St John the Bap-
tist at Windsor that day
to think about a new
venture here in Caver-
sham, which was begin-
ning to take shape in my
mind. For more than
four years now I have

Bank Accounts

There are numerous
local societies and
associations formed for
the promotion of
various ideals and
causes, and most, if not
all, of such bodies find it
necessary to open a
bank account to keep
track of their finances,
and [ am the treasurer
of one such group.

My group’s finances
are very small but it is
still necessary to draw
an occasional cheque
and to make periodic
small deposits, and the
group has both a current
and a deposit account
with one of the big three
banks, and up until a
few weeks ago the cur-
rent account attracted
no bank charges, there
always being a small
balance kept in the
account.

We all know of the re-
cent furore in the media

by Peter Littlewood

over the bank charges
for small businesses,
and the banks seemed to
take this to heart and
proceeded to publicise
their various charges in
order to promote the
idea that they actually
cared about their
customers.

Imagine my surprise,
therefore, when, in my
capacity as treasurer I
received a glossy
booklet from our bank
informing us that in
future my group would
be charged 75p for each
deposit made plus 75p
for each cheque drawn,
and a monthly standing
charge of §2.50.

Having spent a
lifetime in local govern-

ment finance I have
always been very
careful regarding

money, especially when
the money belongs to
other people, and I

made a few enquiries. 1
found that Girobank
PLC offered a current
account with no charges
(providing the account
was never overdrawn)
which they call a Socie-
ty Account, and armed
with this information I
contacted my group’s
bank. Needless to say
after fully explaining
my group's miniscule
financial transactions I
was persuaded to leave
the question of charges,
or rather no charges, in
their hands but this
point was not arrived at
until I suggested that if
my group's current ac-
count did incur any
charges 1 should im-
mediately close both
current and deposit ac-
counts, and open up
fresh accounts with
Girobank PLC.

Food for thought for
other similar societies
and associations?

A Late, Late Christmas Story
About Jackie and Joe

I know this is a
Christmas story and
should have been in
the Caversham Bridge
in February at the
latest, but I have only

Jjust heard of it and was

so impressed that I felt
I had to share it with
readers of this paper.

There is an elderly
gentleman in Caver-
sham who, like so
many people who live
alone, enjoys looking
out of the window at
passers by. One day

last Christmas the
gentleman in the story
received a Christmas
card. On the envelope
was printed TO YOU.
Inside was a home
made card, very well
done, showing Santa
speeding off on his
yearly Christmas ex-
pedition. He is saying
‘Blast! I think I've left
the iron on." He was
quite right. Inside was
a picture of his scarlet
vest with an iron hole
right through it and
the words ‘From Joe,

the lad who walks past

your house with
Jackie'.
The next day

another card was pop-
ped through the same
letter  box. The
envelope was address-
ed to The Gentleman
in the Window and the
card inside said ‘Love
from Jackie, the girl
who waves'.

Jackie and Joe you
are super. There ought
to be lots like you.

MK

been involved as a tutor
with the- Christian
Listeners, a project of
the Acorn Christian
Healing Trust, which
seeks to promote the
neglected but healing
ministry of listening —

just listening. Training is

offered, to Christians of
all churches, so that
they are able not only to
listen to others better
but also to themselves
and to God. The value of
silence and waiting
upon God is central to
this training. Arising
from this and spurred
on by the needs the
other Listeners and I
were hearing, the idea
began to emerge of
creating a safe place
here in our home where
others could experience
the healing power both
of being heard at a very
deep level and most im-
portantly of listening to
God.

To return to the
workman in the chapel,
it seemed to me that
God was saying “‘I am
whispering all the time
to my people ‘Testing,
testing — one, two,
three,” but very few of
them are receiving me.
[ want a place where or-
dinary people will come
to hear my voice and
where my voice will be
amplified.”” On the way
back to Reading I began
to laugh out loud when
[ remembered that
Caversham is the home
of the BBC Monitoring
Station, where many
voices of the world are
monitored twenty four
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A Second Monitoring
Station for Caversham?

hours a day, Could this
place be a mini monitor-
ing station for the voice
of God?

Six months later, on
21 May, Bishop Morris
Maddocks with his wife
Anne, co-founders of
the Acorn Christian
Healing Trust, will of-
ficially open and bless
‘The Vine." To begin
with it will open for one
day a week, from
10am to 4pm and all are
welcome of any de-
nomination or none.

The full programme
will be published in next
month’'s Caversham
Bridge, but it will in-
clude quiet days with a
creche nearby to allow
parents of young
children to come and
trained Christian
Listeners available
should anyone need a
friendly ear. There will
also be more structured
teaching days on aspects
of listening to God,
ourselves and one
another and a monthly
fellowship day with a
Communion Service.
Drinks and a simple
lunch will be provided
and a small donation
will  be requested
towards costs. In the
garden there is a sum-
mer house which has
been equipped for in-
dividual retreats and
which will be available
when the main house is
closed. If you would like
to know more please
contact Fi Radford, The

Vine, 4 The Mount,
Caversham. Tel.
483965.

FROX

For that special
Evening Gowns

Cocktail Wear

occasion

and

I/

A HIRE SERVICE

T
i
ey

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

Phone

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Daytime 477466
Evenings 461701

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings
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““THE SECRET OF PRAYER"’

In 1989, the Col-
legiate Church of St
Peter at Westminster,
(also known as
Westminster Abbey),
closed its doors for a
day for a school of
prayer. The event
was a great success
and the day-long
‘*school’’ has become
an annual event.

On the last Satur-
day of February this
year I joined about
300 others to attend
the fourth School of
Prayer which was led
by Bishop John V
Taylor, the former
Bishop of Winchester.
I can say without
hesitation that it was
one of the most
useful days I have
ever spent.

Bishop Taylor gave
two 50 minutes ad-
dresses, one to start
the day, the other in
the afternoon. These
were preceded by
worship and followed
by groups, not discus-
sion groups, but
groups of 20 or so
people praying silent-
ly together. ‘‘Prayer
is protest’’, said
Bishop Taylor, ‘‘a
fight for freedom, our
own and that of
others, it is a struggle
for human ways of
living’’.

He stressed the im-

portance of silent
prayer: ‘‘Silence is
our resistance, God’s
resistance against the
tyranny of false
values and superficial
opinions’’. The
Bishop quoted Psalm
46 — ‘Be still and
know that I am God’.
*“This means — let go,
relax, and know that
I am God,’ he said.

Human beings were
not made for
perpetual rush, he
went on; ‘‘the trouble
is we don’t know how
to stop. We're often
so busy we don’t
listen to others,
because we're think-
ing about what we
have to do next. We
are for ever whizzing
through the present
moment, we hardly
ever live in it. Prayer
is hanging about un-
til we catch up with
ourselves.”’

When we come to
pray, he said, we
need to just ‘‘let go,
drop it, leave things
to God, relax your
muscles, just gradual-
ly slow down. Look at
the flame of a candle
or at a bunch of green
leaves if it helps. That
can give our fidgetty
minds something to
concentrate on. The
flame of the candle,
the green leaves, are

by
John Madeley
just being
themselves. Be as

real as the flame, as
the leaves'’.

A former mis-
sionary in Uganda,
Bishop Taylor told
the story of a child
who walked into his
office one day. Brief
greetings were ex-
changed and then
nothing was said. The
child sat there, the
Bishop carried on
working. After about
half an hour the boy
got up and walked to
the door, just saying
as he went ‘I have
seen you''.

That is what being
with God is like, said
the Bishop. We can
only pray, if we learn
to be with him. He
urged us to be present
to the presence of God.
The present moment
is where God is pre-
sent. Being present,
means being present
now — it can only be
now, that is the only
tense that God
knows. ‘‘Being pre-
sent, altogether pre-
sent, is the secret of
prayer. So give a pre-
sent of yourself to
God’’, he said.

‘‘Silence may not
come easily because
we are so used to rush
and noise’’, he went

on, ‘‘silence is rather
like stopping sudden-
ly. If you do that you
might fall on your
face. So it's best to
start with your eyes
open as you pray,
looking at something
in the world, because
that is reality. Believe
that God is with you
in the silence, that he
is at the heart of
silence, and that he
loves you. He seeks
us in the silence, his
love enfolds us, he
longs to make us real,
to change or empty
self into an authentic
being’’.

God simply wants
you to be you, said
the Bishop, ‘‘to relax
in his love, loving him
as much as you can in
return. With every in-
take of breath we
receive God's love.
And don’t be afraid
of the nasty bits in-
side you. It's only by
facing up to them and
telling God about
them that we will
ever get rid of them.
We are partners with
God. He does not con-
demn us for our sins;
he wants us to lay
them at his feet. Tell
God about them and
the removal of the
problem will have
begun’’.

Bishop Taylor con-
sidered the question
— is not prayer that
concentrates on
oneself rather selfish
in face of all the
world’s problems?
Should not our prayer
be -outward-looking?

“‘Being God's part-
ner means that we
can ask him ques-
tions’’, he said,
‘‘silence gives God a
chance to direct our
prayers. When we are
in prayer, the image
of arefugee in Africa
may come to mind, a
suffering child in
Albania  perhaps.
Welcome distractions
as part of the reality
of the present mo-
ment. Silence
changes the one who
prays. If there is any
hope for the world, if
there is any hope
changing greed into
concern for others, it
has to be through
people that change
comes’’.

If anyone is in-
terested in going to
next year’s school of
prayer, which is like-
ly to again be around
the end of February,
please drop me a line
— 19 Woodford Close,
Caversham — and I
will let you have
details when I have
them.
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MILWARDS

SHOES

B Ca.fi"g for Co”’f Orf since \%(:;\
2 sinc

All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
Church Street, Caversham and
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

A RARITY AT
CANE END

Strictly speaking the
following article does not
relate to Caversham, but
it may be of much in-
terest to several readers
of this paper, and Cane
End was once part of
Mapledurham Parish till
{8584

Take the A4704 from
Caversham and travel

towards Oxford. Pass the
Fox Inn on your right and
take the next turn on
your left, some half a
mile further on. A little
way along this side road
you will find a long, nar-
row field stretching gent-
ly upwards towards
Woodcote. Once pylons
marched its length. Now,
if you are lucky, you will

M. D. Carter

Independent Fitting Service

e T e e

Complete kitchen &
bathroom planning including
all plumbing and
electrical work.

I can also supply and fit a
selective range of quality
kitchens and bathrooms.

CORGI

@

Just give me a call for your
FREE quotation on

Reading 0734 476350

see a small herd of most
interesting cattle. They
may be the only such
collection of animals for
miles around these parts.

They are Ancient
White Cattle and have a
black nose, feet and ears

posite of these docile
creatures at Cane End. It
is said they are descen-
dants of the wild cattle
that once roamed freely
in such places as the
New Forest. They may
have possibly originated
from the Celtic Ox (Bos

ble. Please do not feed
them or try to get among
them. This, | am sure,
would not please the
owner; but do enjoy wat-
ching these attractive
creatures.

The Cane End Herd.

and wide curving horns.
They are not a robust
looking breed but have
long and interesting
history. According to Old
British Livestock by John
Vince there were about a
dozen such herds in Bri-
tain early in the eighteen
hundreds. At the end of
that century some still
survived. There is still the
famous herd at Chill-
ingham, though these are
extremely wild, the op-

—E.S. Archer

longifrons) which in turn
may have been crossed
with Roman stock and
their progeny later cross-
ed with cattle from the
Low Countries in the
Middle Ages.

Until the warmer
weather causes the grass
to grow the herd at Cane
End will continue to be
fed near the fence and
will easily be seen, but
later they are rarely visi-

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN

HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Mon & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

g Commercial Property Agents

Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Parker

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

L 0734-580656 |,

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

APPROVID CONTRACTOR

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ
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~ AROUND THE CHURCHES|

GOSBROOK 3000 SCHOOL CHILDREN
DISCOVER THE

ROAD
REVIEW

It was a great pleasure
the other Sunday to sit
down to a three course
Sunday Lunch which I
had not cooked.
Gosbrook Road Church
has always had a
reputation for good
catering and the latest
Sunday lunch was no
exception. Time to
share fellowship and
friendship over a meal.
This was on March Ist,
and it proved to be a
very busy weekend. It
was the Home Mission
weekend, and on the
Saturday friends en-
joyed tea together
followed by a short ser-
vice and a talk with
slides by the Rev.
George Simons. He told
of his ministry in Liver-
pool and Birkenhead.
George Simons was the
preacher for both ser-
vices on the Sunday and
the congregation gained
from his ministry. Sun-
day lunch was shared
and it was all hands to
the pump to clear up in
time for the Welsh
Society toprepare for the

St. David’s day service
and tea which took
place in the afternoon.
A large congregation en-
joyed some superb sing-
ing, and welcomed the
visiting preacher Rev.
Alistair Swinford from
Cardiff.

Other visitors to the
church have been
friends from Cornwall
who came for a
weekend in February
and led a sacred dance
workshop. This proved
to be a success with peo-
ple taking part from
other churches. The
Sunday services were
enriched by sacred
dance which expressed
the Lord's Prayer and
the Doxology as well as
other Christian songs.

Dates for your Diary:

Sat. April 4th Musical
Concert 7 p.m.

Sat. May 9th Auction of
Talents.

Sat. June 6th, June Fair.

JUMBLE SALE

in aid of
St. Peter’s and St. Margaret’s Churches
and
St. Peter’s Scouts
will be held on

Saturday, 25th April at 2pm
in St. John’s Hall, Lower Caversham

emergency.

have on file.

noon.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the
CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE ““POP-IN’* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

ADMIRAL’'S TREASURE

Keybunch, the Chris-
tian drama group
from Caversham Hill
Chapel have recently
just finished another
two week tour of the
local primary schools

in Caversham, Kid-
more End, Stoke
Row, Henley and

Slough. Approximate-
ly three thousand
children were
presented with the
Christian message.

The thirty minute
assemblies consisted
of an introductory
sketch, a song and a
major sketch called
Siihe Admiral’s
Treasure’’ which was
written by Marion
Hedley-Lewis.

The sketch was bas-
ed around two
characters, Captain
Brain and Shipmate
Deflate. A riddle was
found concerning the
whereabouts of some

treasure, in an old
Admiral’s jacket. The
Captain and Deflate
set about solving the
riddle which even-
tually led to three
other riddles.
Unbeknown to the
trusting Captain,
Delfate was a secret
pirate who only
wanted the treasure
for himself.

In addition to the
two main characters,
a lady kept appearing
selling various ware
which were needed
during the sketch and
provided a source of
great amusement.
The treasure was
finally found by
Deflate but instead of
finding gold and
silver, he found an
old book which turn-
ed out to be the Ad-
miral’s book contain-
ing everything that a
Captain needed to
know in order to be
successful. Deflate

St. Andrew’s
Fellowship —
EARLY DAYS

Thursday 14th April
1942. For a Wiltshire
schoolboy, just
another ordinary day
of the times. In his
Charles Letts' diary,
he records that Malta
had been awarded the
George Cross, whilst
nearer home, Swindon
had an air-raid alert
from 2.40am to
3.10am.

For St Andrew’s
Church, Caversham,
however, the day had
far more significance,
for it was then that the
Church Fellowship
was founded. The ac-
tual details of the
original meeting are
not extant. Never-
theless, a study of the
Minute Book, which
begins with the Second

Annual General
Meeting, 20th April
1944, makes

fascinating reading.

During the winter
months meetings were
held fortnightly in the
Small Hall (the large
hall was built some
years later), whilst in
the summer outdoor
events took place mon-
thly. For the 1944-45
season, the average at-
tendance was thirty-
six with fifty-one being
the highest number.
One would imagine
that the walls of the
small hall must have
been almost bulging on
that evening! Finances
were maintained by an

annual membership
fee of Adults 2/- (10p)
or juniors 1/- (5p).

In the pre-televisions
days of 1944-45 the
programme had a dif-
ferent style from that
of 1991-92. Included
were a Beetle Drive, a
talk on Social Security,
Folk Dancing, a Carol
Party, a New Year's
Dance, a play reading.

Thus it was for the
Fellowship in 1945.
What of the Fellow-
ship fifty years on
from its foundation in
1942? Meetings are
held monthly through-
out the year; average
attendance is thirty
and the membership
fee has been replaced
by a 40p collection at
each meeting. Con-
trary to the general
trend in most organisa-
tions, the Officers and
Committee have been
halved in numbers to
ten.

When one considers
the tremendous
changes that have oc-
cured in all aspects of
life during the last fif-
ty years, it it gratifying
to record that the
Fellowship continues
in its original role of
fulfilling an important
part in the social needs
of the parish.

We look forward
with confidence to our
Diamond Jubilee in
2002!

K.H.B.

thought this was wor-
thless and so left it
behind for the Cap-
tain to find. The Cap-
tain recognised the
worth of this book
and knew it was just
what he needed to be
a better Captain.
The moral of the
story was that the Bi-
ble is a valuable piece
of treasure which
helps us to live our
lives, but not
everyone recognises
it as that.
Keybunch’s other
work, that of the
‘‘Keyhole Club™’
which meets once a
month, continues to
thrive. This is open to
all primary school
children and meets in
different locations
every month. The
aim of the club is to
promote Christianity
to children regardless
of whether they go to
church or not. It is
seen as a complement
to work already car-
ried out with children
active in other chur-
ches and especially as
evangelistic to those
children who would
not normally go to
church. It is a time of
fun and games, craft
activities, sketch by
Keybunch and a time
of singing and prais-
ing led by a band of
young musicians.

If you would like fur-
ther information
either about the
‘‘Keyhole Club’’ or
the work of
Keybunch please
telephone Mike
Holmes at Caversham
Hill Chapel.

Major Michael Paxton’s
reputation as a speaker
drew a large audience
to the Fellowship's
February meeting on
Thursday 13th.

A former regular ar-
my officer and public
relations man at
Huntley and Palmers,
Major Paxton was
struck down by multi-
ple sclerosis in his fif-
ties, and is now confin-
ed to a wheelchair. Far
from being defeated by
his initial almost total
paralysis, he fought
back, regained the use
of the top half of his
body and is now able to
drive his car and lead
an independent life.

He has recently been
further debilitated by
cancer, but is still
cheerful, courageous
and unbeaten. His talk
was moving and en-
couraging, and he held
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Captain Brain, played by Mike Holmes.

St Andrew’s
Fellowship

his audience spell-
bound. They were
grateful to him for com-
ing and hoped the
future would be good
for him.

MAPLEDURHAM
MASQUE

Saturday,
20th June

Book the date now

my business is built on

(Gail Spence\
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold in
Caversham for 17 years, and

personal recommendation.

I buy all types of antiques
and collectors items, especially
furniture, silver and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and houses cleared.

There is no charge, and no obligation

&F‘or expert advice call me on 47301 1




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 1992

Page 7

St. Peter's Caversham

PALM SUNDAY (12th April)
palm crosses at all services
8.00am — Holy Communion
9.15am— SUNG EUCHARIST (meet 9.10am in
Caversham Court — weather permitting
— for Procession)
11.15am— Morning Prayer
6.30pm —CHORAL EVENSONG
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday of Holy Week —
7.00pm —Holy Communion
MAUNDY THURSDAY
9.30am — Holy Communion
8.00pm—SUNG EUCHARIST — followed by
stripping of altars and Vigil to midnight.
GOOD FRIDAY
8.00am — Holy Communion
12-3pm — THREE HOURS' DEVOTIONAL SERVICE,
conducted by Revd Martin Beaumont
(Chaplain of Haileybury College)
EASTER DAY
8.00am — Holy Communion
9.15am— SUNG EUCHARIST
11.15am— Morning Prayer
6.30pm — 'St Peter’s Praise’ — led by the young
people of St Peter’s

St. Andrew's

12 April — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Eucharist & distribution of palms
9.15am— Family Eucharist (Sung) & distribution of

palms
11.15am — Eucharist & distribution of palms
6.30pm —Evensong

Monday 13th, Tuesday 14th,

Wednesday 15th
8.00pm — Eucharist

16th Aprii — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — Sung Eucharist

17th April — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am— Good Friday Liturgy

11.00am— Children’s Service

18th April — EASTER EVE
8.30pm — Easter Vigil and Service of Light

19th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Eucharist
9.15am— Family Eucharist

11.15am— Eucharist
6.30pm — Evensong

St. John's

12th April — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Holy Communion (1662)
10.00am — Parish Communion (Parade)
13th April — Monday
8.00pm — Eucharist
14th April — Tuesday
2.30pm —Mothers Union
8.00pm — Eucharist
15th April — Wednesday
8.00pm — Eucharist
16th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — Liturgy of the Day followed by watch to
midnight
17th April — GOOD FRIDAY
2.00pm — Proclamation of the Cross
19th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Holy Communion (1662)
10.00am — Parish Communion
6.30pm — Informal Prayer & Praise in Church
20th April — Monday (Easter Week)
12.00noon— Eucharist

e S e B N G NS
St Barnabas

12th April — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Eucharist (1662) with blessings of Palms
9.30am— Procession with Palms, and Parish
Communion (Starting from Church Hall).
6.30pm Evensong
16th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.30pm— The Last Supper Eucharist in the Context
of a Meal in the church hall. (Bring a main
course)

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND

EASTER

17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY
2.00pm—The Proclamation of the Cross (no
communion)
18th April — EASTER EVE
9.00pm— Waiting for the Risen Christ (Reading for
the Vigil)
19th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Eucharist (1662)
9.30am — EASTER SERVICE The Services of Light
Baptism and Communion
6.30pm —Evensong

St Margaret's Mapledurham

12th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am — Sung Eucharist (with palm crosses)
17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am — Devotional service
19th April — EASTER DAY
11.00am — Sung Eucharist

Caversham Park Church

12th Aprii — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am — Morning Worship with Passion narrative
13th April — Monday
8.00pm —Communion and Meditation at 51
Galsworthy Drive
14th April — Tuesday
8.00pm—Communion and Meditation at 51
Galsworthy Drive
15th April — Wednesday
10.30am—Communion and Meditation at 51
Galsworthy Drive
16th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm— Joint service at St. Peter's
17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am — 12 noon Good Friday Family Workshap in
school
8.00pm — Meditation at 51 Galsworthy Drive
19th April — EASTER DAY
11.00am — Easter Communion

Caversham Baptist Free Church

12th April — PALM SUNDAY

10.30am & 6.30pm Worship Services
17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY

10.30am— United Service — Caversham Heights

Methodist Church

19th April — EASTER DAY

10.30am — Communion Service

6.30pm — Evening Praise

Caversham Hill Chapel

17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — Service for all the Family

19th April — EASTER SUNDAY
10.30am — Service for all the family

Caversham Heights Christian Fellowship

17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — Service for all the Family at Caversham Hill
Chapel
19th April — EASTER SUNDAY
10.45am — Celebration Service for all the Family at
Mapledurham Playing Fields Pavilion

Caversham Heights Methodist Church

17th April — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United Service at Caversham Heights
19th April — EASTER SUNDAY
8.30am — Holy Communion
11.00am — Easter Celebration with Communion
6.30pm —Evening Worship

Gosbrook Road Methodist Church

17th Aprii — GOOD FRIDAY

10.30am — United Service at Caversham Heights
19th April — EASTER SUNDAY

10.30am — Morning Worship

6.30pm— Evening Worship

St Paul’'s URC

19th April — EASTER SUNDAY
11.00am — Easter Festival Service and Holy
Communion
6.30pm — Evening Holy Communion Service

Society of Friends

Services as usual

Our Lady and St Anne Parish Caversham

PALM SUNDAY
Saturday, 11th April. Blessing of Palms (in
School if fine), Procession and Mass with
Reading of the Passion according to St
Luke.
Principal Celebrant — His Lordship Bishop
Terence Brain Auxiliary in Birmingham. (At
St Anne's)
St Anne’s — Sunday at 9.45am (Missa
‘de Angelis’) and 6.30pm Simple Blessing
of Palms.

Our Lady of Caversham, Richmond Road
Mass at 8.30 and 11.15. Solemn Blessing
of Palms before 11.15 Mass with Reading
of Passion during Mass

13th April — Monday
Mass at St Anne’s at 9am

14th April — Tuesday
Mass at the Convent at 7.15am, at
Mapledurham House at 8am and at
Richmond Road at 10am.
Mass of Chrism at St Aloysius’ Oxford
(His Grace the Archbishop) Details later.

15th April — Wednesday
Mass at St Anne's at 9am

16th Aprii — MAUNDY THURSDAY
St Anne’s Solemn Mass fo the Lord's
Supper at 7.30pm with Washing of the
feet, Procession to the Altar of Repose
and Watching until Midnight

17th April — GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross and Sermon at
10.30am
Solemn Liturgy of the Passion and Death
of our Lord, with the Reading of St John's
Passion, the Universal Prayers, Veneration
of the Cross and Holy Communion. Begins
at 3pm. Principal Celebrant — Bishop
Brain. Both ceremonies will be at St
Anne’s.

18th April — HOLY SATURDAY
St. Anne’s — Vigil of Easter, with Blessing
of the New Fire, Blessing of Paschal
Candle, Readings and First Mass of Easter,
with Blessing of Baptismal Water, Service
of Baptisms and Receptions into the
Church, and renewal of Baptismal
Promises. Begins at 8pm. Principal
Celebrant — Bishop Brain.

19th April — EASTER SUNDAY
St Anne’'s — Masses at 9.45am and
6.30pm Richmond Road — Masses at
8.30am and 11.15am.

CONFESSIONS DURING THE WEEK AS ANNOUNCED.

17th April — GOOD FRIDAY 10.15am— Procession of Witness from St James R.C. Church, The Forbury, arranged by

Churches Together in Central Reading.
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< Abbeyerest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

Smiths Garden

Cntenprises

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements

High standard of service: stonework, brickwork, rock and
water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith on
READING 473098

for free estimates
Viewing of completed projects arranged

~

] Wonldridge

0734 482584

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE
SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296 ;,

J

an 4

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

KEEPING BUGS
BOTTOM GREEN
The fate of Bugs Bottom
will largely have been
decided at the March
meeting of the Planning
Committee and not be-
ing gifted with second
sight | cannot predict
what will be common
knowledge by the time
these words are read.
All that can confidently
be asserted is that whilst
there is any chance of
saving Bugs Bottom, its
defenders will not give

up.

The involvement of
Prudential in Bugs Bot-
tom has been known
for some time. They are
in fact the fourth biggest
corporate share holders
in Higgs and Hill and
must therefore bear
some responsibility for
covering this green site
with houses, inflicting
damage on its wild life
and increasing vehicle
emissions from the hun-
dreds of cars it will
bring onto the roads.
this is the very kind of
thing that Reading
Borough Council Green
Day was all about. It's
the kind of thing to
avoid if the planet, and
particularly Reading'’s
corner of it, is to survive
as a habitat that can
support healthy human,
animal and plant life.

Prudential had been
asked by supporters of
Bugs Bottom several
months ago to disinvest
in Higgs and Hill, but
had declined to do so,
saying that it was not
their policy to interfere
with business decisions
of companies in which
they invest. It sounded
all too like Higgs and
Hill’s defence for
building in the valley,
that the prime con-
sideration was the in-
terest of their
shareholders, or in
other words, given a
choice between God
and Mammon, they will
back Mammon anyday
of the week.

Then suddenly, after
several months in
which the issue lay
relatively quiet, up pops
the Prudential sponsor-
ing the Borough’s
Green Day. The offer
was naturally attractive
to a Council so strapped
for cash that it has to
look where it can for
money to put into
operation anything ex-
cept its bare statutary
duties. There were
serious  misgivings
however amongst par-
ticipating bodies, who
were  nevertheless
reluctant to endanger
Green Day by pro-
testing too much. It was
finally the body most

closely concerned with
Bugs Bottom that spoke
up. The Bugs Bottom
Action Group realised
that a request to
Prudential to disinvest
from Higgs and Hill
would only be refused,
so instead offered a way
out by inviting Pruden-
tial to endorse the
wishes of the huge ma-
jority of Reading people
that Bugs Bottom
should remain green.

Prudential’s re-action
came as a surprise.
Without any more ado,
they pulled out of
Green Day. Their offer
of equipment, promo-
tion and publicity, and
the time of their two
shortly to retire ex-
ecutives all vanished,
leaving the Borough to
fill the gaps. To give
credit where it is due,
they did not ask for their
money back nor did
they withdraw their of-
fer of reserved places in
their car park on the day
itself.

The first re-action was
that Bugs-Bottom Ac-
tion Group and the
Green Party, who had
made their own
separate protests, had
rocked the boat badly.
The second more con-
sidered one was that the
Green movement in
Reading was strong
enough to mount a
Green Day without the
help of a firm who were
involved in defeating
one of the longest stan-
ding Green issues in the
town. So it was that
Green Day was launch-
ed by bodies and
organisations that had
some kind of proven
record in the exercise of
Green awareness.

GREEN ACRES

It does not look as if
the proposals for
Mapledurham Estate are
going to have an easy
ride. Not surprisingly,
with such beautiful
countryside so close to
an urban area, the
natural reaction is,
‘Don’t touch it; don't
change it; leave it as it
is’. A meeting called at
very short notice at
Tokers Green one Satur-
day afternoon in
February attracted a
large gathering and a lot
of opposition. It is not
going to be of much

KAY CLIFFE
NOW

FABRI KATE
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER
For Free Quotation
Phone “'BAJJER ARTS"
Broadway House
0628 781883

consolation to
Mapledurham Estate to
know its major plans
which would generate
the most income, such
as the double golf
course and the petrol
station and hotel were
the most unwelcome
while the lesser changes
which would produce
less income were
deemed less unaccep-
table. A petition to
South Oxon District
Council urging the re-
jection of much of the
proposals attracted
many signatures.

The predicament re-
mains. A landowner
whose estate covers
tracts of beautiful coun-
tryside inherits a
responsibility to con-
serve its character. At
the same time the coun-
tryside has evolved as a
place where people
earned their living and
it puts a heavy burden
on a landowner if he is
expected to maintain it
as a free leisure
resource for townees
from neighbouring
areas.

As spring comes to
the hills and woods of
Mapledurham,
everyone who enjoys it
at this most beautiful of
seasons will want it to
stay like that for future
generations to enjoy as
well. It will not just go
on happening though
without some action be-
ing taken to ensure it
does. Itis in the light of
this that the current pro-
posals must be judged.
Itis not going to be easy
to find an acceptable
solution. One thing is
sure; doing nothing and
hoping it will go away
is not the answer.

SUE RYDER HOME

As the news spread
that the Sue Ryder
Home was to lose a fifth
of its funding by the
withdrawal of the West
Berkshire Health
Authority Grant, it was
greeted with dismay on
all sides. It is true that
the Health Authority is
putting the money into
the new unit at
Dellwood, which will
include residential
places, a day unit and
hospice facilities, and
represents the final link
in the arrangements that
have been put into
place for those suffering
from cancer. No one
doubts that it will be
good, but it is no sub-
situte for the larger
hospice with the wealth
of experience it can of-
fer to those whose
cancer is reaching its
final stages and to their
families and carers.

The Sue Ryder Home
is dear to the hearts of
Caversham people.
Many of them work
there as volunteers, sup-
port its fund raising ac-
tivities or have ex-
perienced its care,
either as relations of pa-
tients or as source of
relief and comfort in
their last days. The fund
raisers are a devoted
band who work hard to
raise money from a
sympathetic public. Itis
difficult to see how they
can possibly raise
another £195,000 per
annum, the amount of
the grant they are about
to lose.

When Caversham
Residents’ Association
drew the attention of
Rosalind Renshaw of
the Evening Post to the
situation, the

newspaper launched a
campaign to save the
Hospice. If you would
like to be part of this,
then write a letter of
support to the Evening
Post, Tessa Road, who
will pass on letters to
the Health Authority.
They will also pass on
to the Home any che-
ques you care to
enclose made payable
to the Sue Ryder Home,
Nettlebed.

The Reading area
needs both Dellwood
and Sue Ryder; it
should, not be a case of
either/or. If West
Berkshire Health
Authority have insuffi-
cient money available
to support the one and
help with to other, they
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The Market Garden,
Goring Heath.
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5
Sunday 9.30-Noon
Tel: (0491) 681541

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

1. D Collinson cmpiit

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

TAX RETURNS

BASIC RATE PAYERS ..
HUSBAND & WIFE ...

FOR EACH RETURN £5 IS SENT TO CHRISTIAN AID OR CAFOD

Write for details to:
W. GROVE A.C.1.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 BXE

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE. | DO NOT SELL
INVESTMENTS, INSURANCE, OR ACT AS AN AGENT
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Of Birds and Binoculars

Many of our Summer
migrants have arriv-
ed and can be seen
and heard in a wide
variety of habitats.

Common Terns will
be taking up
residence at our
gravel-pits as a varie-
ty of waders pass
through. Great
Crested Grebes will
also be seen perform-
ing their graceful
courtship displays.
Woodland, park and
garden, will come
alive with our sum-
mer arrivals.

One’s thoughts may
turn to the purchase
of a pair of binoculars
and it is important to

give the matter
careful, prior
consideration.

A good ‘‘Starter”
pair, light in weight,

A SRR SRR ()28
preferably of reliable
make. The “8" in-

dicates the number of
magnifications, and

the t40" the
diameter of the
object-glass, in
millimeters.

A general guide to a
binoculars’ efficien-
¢y, in poor visibility,
so often necessary
when bird-watching,
is to divide to the
object-glass diameter
by the magnification.
If the result is five, or
there-abouts, then
they should prove
serviceable for most
occasions.

When in use, wear
them around the
neck, on a
foreshortened
lanyard, so that they
lie upon the chest.

CAVERSHAM GOOD NEIGHBOURS

— Thinking caps on for a new Secretary.

The twenty-seventh
Annual General
Meeting of the Caver-
sham Good
Neighbours was held
in Church House on
Tuesday, 28th January
1992. Mr Ben Archer
was in the Chair, and
the Revd Richard
Kingsbury opened the
meeting with a short
prayer.

The Secretary
reported on the
previous year's ac-
tivities, seventy-five
per cent of which
continued to be
transport. Well over
four hundred trips
were made to enable
the elderly and/or
disabled to keep
hospital appoint-
ments, visit the den-
tist, optician, etc. and
the small team of

visitors continued to
call on the lonel
and/or housebound,
and to shop, change
library books etc.
There is a continuing
need for drivers, and
also any suitable per-
son prepared to
undertake visiting
duties in the Caver-
sham area.

Due to the
generosity of those
being transported, the
Balance Sheet show-
ed a healthy position.

Miss E.M. Youens,
the Secretary, thanked
all helpers, and the
committee, and gave
notice that she in-
tends to step down in
1994 — earlier if
possible! Any newly

retired Caversham
resident (or other!)
who would like a
challenge, please step
forward.

The  published
speaker, Mr R. Foan,
of the West Berks
Health Authority was
unable to attend, and
his place was ably
taken by Miss Jean
Sawyer who gave an
interesting short talk
on her time in spent
in Tonga.

In closing the
meeting Mr Archer
added his thanks to all
helpers, not forgetting
the Kents who are
helpful in so many
ways. Most people
then stayed on of cof-
fee and to
““socialise’”.

This will prevent
them swinging from
side to side when
walking and they will
be instantly ‘‘Ready
for Action’! Take
care not to knock or
drop them as this
could impair their
efficiency.

When not in use,
store them in their
case, otherwise leave
the case in the car or
at home, as it is an
unnecessary encum-
brance in the field.

This is the season
when [ take a por-
table tape-recorder,
as I find it useful to be
able to ‘‘re-live’’
memorable moments.

To keen bird-
watchers of like
mind, however, may |
offer of few words of
caution!

Some years ago, |
was ‘‘twitching” a
very rare Two-barred
Crossbill, in the New

BODIES FOUND IN
CHURCHYARD

Your editors have con-
gratulated themselves on
being able to use this
famous headline to report
on a factual happening in
St. Peter's Churchyard.

In January, 1992, in
the course of clearing the
drains to the east of the
lady chapel, Keith Ed-
wards uncovered a burial
vault situated immediate-
ly below the Wakeman
tomb. Four :2ad coffins lie
side by side, one of them
containing the ornate and
well preserved name
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should be kicking,
screaming and pro-
testing loud and long
rather than trying to
justify their decision.

THE LIBRARY
Writers, librarians

and ordinary users,’

have recently
. demonstrated about the
contraction of library
services. Caversham
Library is a lively place,
served by an en-
thusisastic and
dedicated staff. | have
no doubt the same goes
for other branch

libraries, and the Cen-
tral Library is no excep-
tion. What is, however,
only too noticeable is
the reduction of open-
ing hours. Whereas it
used to be that you
could drop in every day
except Sundays, often
into the early evening,
that is no longer so.
Whole day closures,
half day closures, earlier
closing times, all mean
that you can arrive at
the library only to find
its doors closed. It can
mean that people
whose time is limited
can no longer use the
libraries.

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

* Extensions, Patios & Fireplaces
* Swimming Pool Installation & Maintenance
Full House Maintenance Service

25 Gosbrook Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Free Estimates

Reading (0734) 478306

Telephone

What is particularly
annoying when these
cuts in services are an-
nounced, and it does
not apply only to
libraries, is to be told
that they are to produce
a leaner more efficient
service. The ultimate
logic of that is that
supreme efficiency will
be reached when only
the skeleton is left. And
to think, Reading alone
had to spend an extra
£7M to collect the com-
munity charge over and
above what it used to
cost to collect the rates.
Just think of all the other
really worth while
things that could have
been done with that
money.

HONK HONK

It has not taken the
Rev. David Moody, one
of Caversham’s more
recent arrivals, very
long to discover how
one motorist can cause
tail backs all the way in-
to Reading by parking
in Bridge Street, only for
a few minutes. (March
Postbag) There are plen-

ty more with equally
reprehensible habits. If
the Urban Clearway
along Caversham Road
and across the bridge
had not been regularly
ignored by motorists,
millions of pounds,
months of upheaval and
several trees could have
been saved. Hold-ups
regularly occur when
the bus lane section of
Hemdean Road is
blocked by cars only
there ‘for a few
minutes’. The Prospect
Street — Chester Street
corner is another black
spot, especially
dangerous when
vehicles park on the
north part of Prospect
Street. And there are
even some idiots who
park under the archway
leading into Waitrose
car park.

If you have not met
all these already, David,
you soon will, and
many more besides.
What a great
cacophony of sound
there will be if we all
honk when we meet
such drivers.

Forest, which flew in-
to a nearby tree —
and began to sing. My
exitement was so
great, that my
binoculars, in com-
pany with about fifty
other pairs, were
focussed fixedly upon
the bird until it flew
on. Only then did I
realise that this
‘‘Golden Moment’’
had been lost forever
— my tape-recorder
having remained in
the ‘“‘Off’ position,
throughout!

“Otus Scops',
better known as
“‘SCOPS OWL' (my
pseudonym), is a
small, rare visitor to
Britain, which occur-
red near Basingstoke
over a decade ago. 1
regret having been
credited, herein, with
the erratum
*‘SCOOPS OWL', a
non-existent specie!

“SCOPS OWL"’

plate, now displayed in
the vestry, which reads:-
Mrs.Euphemia Gardiner

Mother of Mrs. Fell

of Caversham Grove

Died 23rd March
1813
Aged 68

The brick structure
measures approximately
7'7" east to west, 7'9"'
north to south, 7" high at
the centre and 5" at the
shoulders of its semi-
circular roof

There is no sign of any
entrance but the west wall
is almost immediately
below the east wall of the
lady chapel and it may be
that that an entrance in
that wall was blocked up
when the lady chapel was
built in 1924.
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Emmer Green -
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ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS
14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE 0734 461336

HAVE NOW TAKEN OVER
THE RUNNING OF

7 :!.r

FLORISTS
13 Milestone Way Precinct
Reading - RG4 8XW
Tel (0734) 461070

Beautiful,
affordable,
handmade

e . ’
furniture designed
to meet your cwn needs,
or match an existing piece.

Our craftmanship is priceless
our furniture —isn't!

Iel: 0734 461571
Home: 475467

CLAY TIME

Hobby Ceramic Centre
27 Farnham Drive
(Shopping Centre)
Caversham Park Village
Reading (0734) 462212
Try a creative new hobby, relax and
forget your worries.
Call in for a chat and see what you
can do.
NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
FREE TUITION GIVEN

100s of items to choose from.

COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES.

Also open Monday & Wednesday evening

e COMPUTER ASSISTED

¢ GLAUCOMA TESTING
e CONTACT LENSES

VISION EXAMINATION

o QUALITY
o SERVICE
o FASHION
o VARILUX
CENTRE
o DESIGNER FRAMES
o COMPETITIVE PRICES
ao

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

Z M
OPHTHALMIC

EYECARE

OPTICIANS

ROBIN JAMES

READING

44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

il

Christian Dior

|

& PARTNERS

TEL: (0734) 472099

at Gorin,

3 3

y i T

HONEYWOOD HOUSE
Teas & Suppers : General Store
& Post Office
g Hea
(o 2

th

T

Tel. Checkendon 680200 Y T

Enjoy a cup of freshly gound coffee while
browsing through our unique range of hand-made

A warm and friendly atmosphere to cater for your
every day needs and special treats

We are now stocking Country Delights
An exclusive range of scrumptious preserves and
pickles: also a wide range of speciality chocolates

We have now extended our supper evenings to Friday
and Saturday. We can offer either a candle and
firelight intimate supper or a relaxed fun atmosphere

for your private parties

gifis
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

Kay Polley

Mobile Beauty Therapist,
BABTAC: IFHB IHBC

Electrolysis, Facial

Telephone
(0734) 479292

RBC Reg. No.A/19861

J

|

% and

§ Body Treatments
:

HI DAN

Childrens Entertainer
Its Magic — Its Fun
With less work for Mum.

Reading 470907

Caversham W.I.

‘Do you know your an-
tiques’ was the intrigu-
ing title of an evening
with Mrs Brandon at
the February meeting
of the Caversham WI.
The evening took the
form of a quiz, when
members were able to
handle some very
unusual objects. The
eventual winner was
Mrs M. Jenkins. Mrs
Hatcher, contributing
an antique iron, was
the competition win-
ner. The evening end-
ed with a lively discus-
sion about the antiques
on show.

Caversham
Darby & Jean
Club

It has been a pleaure
to welcome several
new members to the
Club over the past few
months. Membership
now stands at 54 with
an average attendance
of 40+ . The usual mix
of speakers, singing
groups & Bingo con-
tinued during the
Autumn session & ear-
ly Spring. Once again
we are very grateful to
a number of — now -
old friends; amongst
whom are Mr & Mrs
Allies, Mrs Beek, Mr
Ferguson, Mr Frew,
Mrs Goodman, Mr
Moss, Mr Noyes, Mrs
Priest, Miss Sawyer, &
Miss Tyler. They have
informed us on many
topics and transported
us in imagination to
many parts of this

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

hia o

The Entertaining Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

country and the world.
To mention but a few
— India & France,
Sussex & Norway,
America & The
Thames, Reading
before the LD.R. &
Tonga, Battle Hospital
as a Work-house & a
visit to Hong Kong. Mr
Kirby showed us slides
of a fasincating
miniature hat collec-
tion belonging to his
wife, this was his tenth
visit to the club. Sing-
ing Groups have in-
cluded The Network,
The Rendevous, The
Firtree, Sonning W.I. &
the Silver Liners. They
have cheered many a
Wednesday afternoon.
Thanks, too, are due to
Mrs E Wallis for help-
ing to run the monthly
Bingo Sessions (with
the late Mr Arthur
Painter) for several
years. We are very sad
to have to record Ar-
thur's death last year.
We are grateful to Mr
& Mrs Henwood for
taking over the runn-
ing of Bingo. The
Autumn Outing was to
the New Forest with
an excellent lunch at
Winchester. Our very
good Christmas Lun-
cheon was at Chiltern
Chase Lodge in
December. Outings to
Stow on the Wold &
the sea-side are plann-
ed for this May & July.
Cyprus, Bangkok,
Singapore & Spain
have yet to be visited
(by magic & slides).

STAR
Reading branch
of the Students
of the Third Age

The open meeting
held in the Town Hall
in February had one of
the members, retired
doctor Ken Wray,
speaking on ‘Health in
the Third Age’. He was
most encouraging and
invigorating, em-
phasising the amount
we can do for
ourselves to improve
our health. There is no
need for expensive
checkups.

The group on Books
had the Amercian
author, John Hopkins,
reading extracts from
his novels on Morocco
and Peru. He, his wife,
and three children
have lived for ten
years in a National
Trust House near Far-
ingdon on the Thames.
During questions after-
wards members were
disappointed that so
far his English ex-
perience had not been
used in his writing.

The Classical Music

group was invited by
Dr Douglas latto to his
house 4 Derby Road,
for an afternoon of
Puccini. Frank Terry
introduced the arias
from several Puccini
operas, linking them
with fascinating glimp-
ses of his life. He and
Freda Clarke then sang
with Kathleen Robson
at the piano. The
thirty-four members
present then had after-
noon tea.

The debate this
month was on the mo-
tion ‘That animals
have a right to life on
a par with human be-
ings’. This had seemed
a winner but it was
defeated by opponents
who took the view
that the motion meant
that no animals what-
soever could be killed.

The Travel group
had two stimulating
accounts. The first,
very humorous, told of
experiences from the
end of the war of a
journey through the
Panama Canal to Pearl
Harbour. War had end-
ed but much needed to
be done, expecially
clearing up prisoners
from both sides. The
second told of a varied
week in Katmandu,
culminating in a plane
trip alongside Everest.

The meeting on the
Decade of the thirties
discussed education.
Members marvelled at
the variety of school
memories from all over

Britain — only one
member spoke of
Reading.

The play reading
group has enjoyed
reading Alan
Ayckbourne’s ‘Woman
in Mind’ this month.

The writer’s group
concentrated on
helpful criticism while
commenting on their
own two
contributions.

For the montly walk
members were blessed
with the best weather
for weeks. They walk-
ed from Sonning
Bridge to Caversham
Bridge, and revelled in
the sight of the tran-
quil waters of the river
and the wildlife. They
then had a well earned
lunch at the Griffin,
Caversham.

Caversham
Heights TG

At February's
meeting of Caversham
Townswomen'’s guild
Mrs Maureen Dawson
froth the federation
spoke about the for-
thcoming annual
general meeting.

The ancient art form
of decorating eggs was
shown by Mrs J Fraser,
who suggested ways of
decorating an egg for
Easter.

Recalling Mr R
Oliver’s talk at social
studies, he mentioned
the qualifications
needed to become a
solicitor, how he
returned to Reading
from Southampton,
and that he enjoys
working on wills and

probates. Making a will
is a friendly thing to
do, he said. Apart from
a law case where you
can obtain legal aid,
there is now an alter-
native dispute resolu-
tion procedure. Some
barristers are experts
in say tax law, while
many solicitors are
becoming experts in
their own right, for ex-
ample in environment
law, and drafting wills.
Courses are run once a
month on special sub-
jects. Free advice can
be obtained at a
Citizen’s Advice
Bureau.

Miss J Sawyer at
another social studies
meeting threw some
interesting light on ex-
periences in Tonga
some five years ago,
from the point of view
of the head of the
science department of
a school there. This
with New Zealand
forms part of the part
of an ancient Polyne-
sian land. She brought
examples of han-
dicrafts, often using
tapa cloth, including a
light-weight handbag,
garlands, hats, mats,
aprons and strings of
beads.

Rosehill W.I.

The February
meeting was on the
5th and Mrs Weller
welcomed members to
the last one before
the AGM in March.
Dates were given for
crafts, rambling, scrab-
ble and play reading.
The talk was by Mrs
Ann Dismukes entitled
‘‘Ladies in Black’'. She
was dressed all in
black; underneath the
outer garment she
wore a full length
gown embroidered in
gold, a worn by Ara-
bian women in Dubai.
Mrs Dismukes was a
former teacher there.
This talk was most in-
teresting and infor-
mative and very much
enjoyed.

The competition for
a Valentine card was
won by Mrs Gilmartin.

The March meeting
was on .the 4th and
after the wusual
business Mrs Dolphin

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 1992

came to officiate at the
AGM. She initially
talked about her in-
terests and work in the
W.I. as a VCO, soon
retiring. The Secretary
and Treasurer made
their yearly reports.
Members voted for a
new president as Mrs
Weller is retiring after
five years. A new com-
mittee was formed and
Mrs Jane Stockhill
agreed to be the new
president.

There was an exhibi-
tion of thimbles; nine
were shown, each dif-

ferent, all with a
history.
Caversham

Ladies Club

A warm welcome
was given to Mrs Har-
wood the Chairman,
on her return to the
Club after her illness.
Club business included
a reminder that next
meeting was the AGM
and nominations were
asked for, giving
members plenty of
time for their choice
over the year '92.

The Speaker, Mrs
Cooper, was the in-
troduced who had
brought along a
beautiful selection of
cards covering every
occasion. Mrs Cooper
said she had started
her hobby when quite
young and a small
camera was given to
her for a present. From
then on and still conti-
nuing to this day, she
was always alert for
beautiful and in-
teresting subjects to
photograph. Proof of
how successful Mrs
Cooper had been was
shown and explained
by the wide and large
selection of cards
spread out on the
table. Apart from
these, Mrs Cooper had
also brought along
various books she had
collected and read her
choice of poems of
children’s delights and
others with such love-
ly and poignant sen-
timents they brought a
very warm applause
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other purpose.

offer
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RE you concerned about the
ethics of the investment funds
when commencing a pension, starting
a mortgage or simply investing for any

® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

23 Oakley Road, Caversham RG4 7TRL

Tel: 0734-461656 s

An Appointed Representative of

DBS @ﬁﬂ@)
s

Financinl
Management s
Not all the products/services advertised here are

regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and

the rules made for the protection of investors by

that Act will not apply to them.

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay-
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on il.J

s o S,
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from the members.

Unfortunately time
had caught up and it
was with regret the
meeting was brought
to a close.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

The ladies of the Em-
mer Green
Townswomen's Guild
met in February to
hear Meryl Beek pre-
sent her talk and slide
show on ‘‘The Oldest
Road”’ of the Icknield
Way, which extends
from the Norfolk coast
to Lyme Regis. In a
two week walk during
spring last year she
was able to cover the
section from Streatley
to Lyme Regis and she
showed slides of many
interesting places,
such as Avebury Ring
which is believed to be

even older
Stonehenge.

One of the most
unusual features of
church architecture
which she described
was in the village of
Sydling St Nicholas
where the church
porch contains a
fireplace. This was ap-
prarently because at
the time of building
there was no village
hall in which to hold
meetings. After one
hundred miles and
thirteen days of walk-
ing she arrived at
Lyme Regis.

The vote of thanks
was given by Mrs E.
Fuller.

The Social Studies
section held a musical
evening at 7.30pm on
Monday 24th February
at St Barnabas Church
Hall.

The ramblers have
enjoyed three walks,
one of which included
their annual lunch at
The Black Horse, Em-
mer Green.

Five members of the
Arts and Crafts group
have entered garments
for a baby’s layette in
the National Competi-
tion to be judged in
April. Mrs D. Sharman
and Mrs D. Prentice
ran a bring and buy
stall which was well
supported by the
members.

than

ANGLICAN
Road. Tel: 479130

471814.
Tel: 472788,
478239,

Park Village. Tel. 475152.
BAPTIST

METHODIST

Tel: 482530.
UNITED REFORMED

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

Tel: 723418.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church

(Parish Office: Moﬁday-mursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Alan Wilson, The Vicarage, St. John's Road. Tel:

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
The Rev Ni‘gel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
The Rev Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138.

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View

(For Caversham Park Village)
The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.

]ENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

Catering Division
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

After minutes were
read, and business
issues dealt with,
members welcomed
their guest speaker,
who came on behalf of
the Royal National Mis-
sion to Deep Sea
Fishermen. There are
twenty-two mission
centres who supply
comfort and warmth,
and sleeping quarters
to those fishermen
who come back from
their boats after deep
sea fishing. They fish
in small boats,
sometimes in hazar-
dous conditions, to get
our fish on the table.
Around one thousand
men fish around the
Orkney Islands.

Should any men
become sick while out
at sea, the Mission pro-
vides an ambulance to
take them to hospital
when they arrive back
on land. The Mission
gives money to widows
who have lost their
husbands at sea, and
others hit by hard
times. They rely en-
tirely on people giving
generously, with
house to house collec-
tions and boxes. Three
members in the Guild
help in this way. It’s
good to remember the
men who risk their
lives each day to pro-
vide the fish on our
table.

The Guild has decid-
ed to hold a competi-
tion each meeting. The
next one will be “‘Kit-
chen utensils'’ when
members will be in-
vited to guess the use
of unusual ones.

The meetings are
held the third Thurs-
day in the month at
Church House at
2.15pm. New members
are welcomed.

Maplewood W.I.

At the February
meeting members
heard a talk ‘Com-
munity Policing in
Caversham’. by PC
Stratton, who is the
local policeman for
Thames Ward. He told
his audience about his
early life in the force
and described his pre-
sent work in Caver-

sham as an officer on
the beat, including the
time he spends at local
schools familiarizing
the children with his
presence. He then
answered questions,
which centred mainly
on the traffic problems
which are a particular
feature of life in
Caversham.

The flower of the
month competition
was won by Mrs
Houseden.

Caversham
Community
Association

The members met on
the 3rd February for a
whistdrive with
Doreen Crawley in
charge and ready to
give advice if required.
The winner with the
highest score was Joan
Aldridge with Elsie
Prett in second place.

A Valentine Party
was held on the 10th
February. The
refreshments were
provided by the
members in the form
of an American sup-
per, everyone con-
tributing by bringing
food of their choice
which was then shared
out. Entertainment
was given by visiting
artistes George and
Gladys. George played
the electronic organ
and provided a good
variety of popular song
and dance music.
Gladys led the au-
dience in community
singing. The prize in
the competition for a
handmade Valentine
card was won by Nan-
cy Nelhams with Joyce
Roddy receiving se-
cond prize. As the
evening coincided
with the the 80th bir-
thday of the club's
President, Ted
Howard, a surprise
item had been arrang-
ed. Five of the lady
members gave a clever
imitation of the danc-
ing act, the ‘Roly
Polys’ and then ‘Hap-
py Birthday’ was sung.
Mr. Howard thanked
the members for their
good wishes and the

dancers for their
entertainment. Beryl
Latcham, the Chair-

man, then thanked
everyone involved in
making a successful
party.

The visiting speaker

on the 17th February
was David Chandler,
whose subject was
‘Wildlife in Focus'. His
talk, which was il-
lustrated by Mr.
Chandler’s excellent
photographs on slide
film, was of great in-
terst to the members.
Mr Chandler’s garden
borders Bugs Bottom
and he spends many
hours studying the
wildlife, also taking
some of the lovely
photographs which he
showed on screen of
the owls, badgers,
foxes and deer which
live in the woods and
glades. There were
also some amusing pic-
tures of Mr. Chandler’s
pet, a small brown owl
and Ferdie, the fox, a
frequent visitor to his
garden. Some slides of
sea birds were shown
and at the end of his
talk members could
ask relevant questions.
At refreshment time
Mr Chandler had prints
of some of his wildlife
photographs for sale
and leaflets available
for those interested in
helping preserve the
wild creatures, so
many of which are
now at risk. The Chair-
man thanked Mr.
Chandler for an en-
joyable evening and in-
vited him to come
again.

A Quiz evening the
following week com-
pleted the February
meetings. The
members had a busy
time taking part in
quizzes on general
knowledge, television
programmes,  pre-
decimal currency and
Royalty through the
ages. The evening end-
ed with games chosen
so that everyone could
compete. Prizes were
awarded to all the

winners.

Members were
reminded to make han-
dicrafts etc., for the

Spring Fair, to be held
at the Arthur Legge
Centre on the 4th April
at 2.00 p.m.
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John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

Large range of patterns to choose from

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

Gerard F Shields
Retail Greengrocer
and supplier of Health Foods

The Salad Bowl

7 Milestone Way
Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8XM
Tel: (0734) 473770

HALF MARATHON
ROAD CLOSURE

IF you are planning to go out
for the day or to have
visitors on 26th April you
will need to take into ac-
count that it will be difficult
to get in and out of Caver-
sham by road in the morn-
ing, as streets will be clos-
ed for the Half-Marathon.

Richfield Avenue and
Cow Lane will be out of use
for the whole morning from
9.00am if not earlier. Both
river bridges, Church Street
and Gosbrook Road, will be
closed between 9.45 and
10.30am, but after that

various roads in Reading will
still be closed until 12.30,
so it will not be possible to
get to or come from most
areas across the river. Your
only sure way in and out will
be over Sonning or Whit-
church Bridge and time
should be allowed for this.
Emergency services will
however, be able to get
through.

It would probably be bet-
ter to give up trying and to
come down to Church Road
to cheer on the runners as
they come pouring over the
bridge.

cAVERSHA
cA“AV

Campers Come
Cheaper

34 Ardler Rocd (off Gosbrook Roud) Lower Caversham, Reading
|: (0734) 461834; evenings 473560

We Buy
& Sell

Campers

Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road

Telephone
Reading
479642
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ADVERTISERS’ ANNOUNCEMENT

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS

FHEE
55 Donkin Hill m

U

Caversham QS
Reading RG4 ODG\
0734 478853/479163  "==

o

EN

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

TYPING SERVICE

-

FROM C.V.’S TO.MANUSCRIPTS

AUDIO AND COPY TYPING

PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

S i

gJ BUILDERS

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -
Property Maintenance - Patios
Internal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG4 0DN

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

CAVERSHAM
PHOTOCOPY SERVICE
__E. B. PICKERSGILL
Copies while you wait 7p per copy.
Reduction on 50 or over.
Coloured paper available.

- Rubber stamps made to order -
- 24 hour service -
LARGE STOCKS OF STATIONERY

14 Bridge Street, Caversham, Reading
Tel: (0734) 473077

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:

481929

EXETER

Devon

Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment. fully fur-
nished. available for lettings.
Situated on banks of River Exe,
within short distance of Cathedral
and town cenire.
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall

Tel. 475661

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken
REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276
ANY TIME

GARDENING
SERVICE

[AWNS, HEDGING, FENCING,
PAVING, ROTAVATING,
GARDEN CLEARANCES ETC.
REGULAR & ONE OFF JOBS

STEVE CHUMBLEY
Tel: 0734 475865

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS

By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS

BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

Reading 478607

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

CRAWFORD
&
LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
® Extensions & Alterations ®

® Refurbishments @
® Repairs & Renewals @
® Drawings & Planning Applications
Arranged @
For Personal Attention:

Telephone: 0734 475773
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STITCHIN’ TIME i

1 CHURCH ROAD
READING
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.

ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

-----1

| St T e =

QUALIFIED

RIEEISE>C@IE@IGIIS ol

Mark Chuter M.A.R

FREE CONSULTATIONS

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversham
Reading

0734 477192 RG4 OHB

@AVERSHAM

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

Carpenter & Joiner
PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx

half normal fares. Tested and registered

by Reading Council. Weddings, Airports,
Long journeys a speciality.

Advance booking taken evenings

Ty
Over 75 '\

READING 470690
(ol

yril H. Lovegrove ™
Your local Funeral Directors and
Monumental Masons
58 Briants Avenue, Caversham. Tel: 461393
Nominated by CHOSEN HERITAGE

24 Hour Service - Private Chapels of Rest
Limousine Hire

FUNERAL EXPENSE PLANS BY CHOSEN HERITAGE

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

GENERAL BUILDER

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
also Roofing, Plastering and Carpentry,
Painting and Decorating

FOR FREE QUOTATION

COTTAGE IN 3rd Reading (St. Peters)
Scouts
N. BRITTANY
Sea 10 miles, Sleeps 6 + Marquee
cot. All mod cons, large .
house and garden. Farm for hll’e
produce opposite. Very 30’ x 16’
comfortable.
Sec nhotoatele Very reasonable rates

Phone Reading (0734) 470971

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

JR. M
CCARDLE-E- lav"F. JONES
WASTERMASONS | | MASTER
. e MASONS
Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and Craftsmen in Stone
Granite
Restoration and all BEDFORD RD
th
® indertakan REnIG
READING 262362 Tesl;:;) 511;)7ne
ARTHUR
TOMALIN & SON BUTLER
(N.AF.D.) (Peppard)
Funeral A
Directors FUNERAL
48 New Street DIRECTORS
Henley-on-Thames Telephone
Telephone 3370 (0491)
DAY AND NIGHT 573370




