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BUGS BOTTOM

The Fight Goes On — The Next Stage

STORY SO FAR

March 1984
Higgs and Hill applies for planning
permission

THE detailed planning application from Higgs and Hill will probably be
considered at the March or April Planning Sub-committee. Objections to
these plans should be sent to the Director of Planning and Technical
Services, Mr. G. Kenworthy at Reading Borough Council, BOX 17, Reading

RG1 7TD.

It is important that objections should include a request that copies of
the letter be sent to all members of the Planning Sub-committee.

It is essential that objections should relate to the detailed planning
application. It is pointless to make generalised objections to the concept
of the development in Bugs Bottom. Consequently letters should object

to one or two specific areas such as detailed below on this page.

Keep your letters brief and to the point!

Oct 84
Reading Borough Council refuses

| Jan 85
| Higgs and Hill appeals to Department of
’ Environment

Oct - Nov 85
Public inquiry

July 87
Inspector recommends permission be granted

Jan 89
Secretary of State for Environment Nicholas
Ridley gives development go ahead

Mar 89
Reading Borough Council refers decision to
High Court

Feb 90
In his high court judgement, Justice
Schiemann finds in favour of the
development

Apr 90

Reading Borough Council (backed by BBAG) |
applies to Court of Appeal

July 90
Higgs and Hill applies for detailed planning
permission for phase one: 92 houses on

CAVERSHAM
HEIGHTS

GREEN

©) road closed

south west of the valley

Dec 90
Monster poster push from Bugs Bottom to
the Houses of Parliament to present 19,000
signature petition to MP Sir Gerard Vaughan

June 91
BBAG attends annual meeting of Higgs and
Hill and questions the board
Reading Borough Council forced to withdraw
from court of appeal because of a change in
the law
Public meeting to explain the way forward
.. in particular the disinvestment campaign

July 91
Michael Heseltine visits Reading and is given
a dossier on Bugs Bottom

Aug 91
Landscape proposals from Higgs and Hill

Sept 91
BBAG meets with Higgs and Hill
representatives, including Sir Brian Hill,
chairman and CEO. Neither side
compromises.

Oct 91

PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT AT BUGS BOTTOM

LANDSCAPE

1. An ancient hedgerow is scheduled for
removal

2. A number of mature trees are scheduled for
felling and the excavations for foundations will
cause damage to the roots of other trees

3. No excavation is allowed close to badger
sets at anytime

GENERAL

1. Unacceptable cramming of house,
particularly within phase six (gardens do not
comply with council specifications)

2. Insufficient allowance made for steepness of

land leading to: steep gardens which are
unsuitable for children and the infirm, two
storey properties on the edge of the site
overlook existing properties to an
unacceptable degree, possible problems with
existing gardens due to adjacent earthworks

3. Concern that access to the bridle path
could be threatened during construction and
that the spine road could cross the bridle path
and, generally that satisfactory provision
should be made for pedestrians

4. Steepness of the land makes siting of the
primary school unsatisfactory

5. Little provision for low cost houses or
bungalows for the less physically fit (council
policy calls for proportion of social housing)

Higgs and Hill submits revised plan for a
development of 326 houses

FACILITIES

1. No provision for shops — every minor need
will necessitate a journey

2. Concern over ability of sewers in Hemdean
Road to cope with foul and surface water from
the site

3. There is already a shortfall of water
supplying the area and no plans to increase
the supply

TRAFFIC

1. The proposed junctions at Kidmore Road
and St Barnabus/Tredegar Road are
inadequate with poor sight lines and
inadequate provision for footways

2. Gradients on major roads are from 1:10 -
1:12.5 which presents problems in places for
emergency service and other vehicles, cyclists
and pedestrians.
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TALKING POINT

By The Rev. Nigel Hardcastle
Vicar of St. Barnabas’ Emmer Green

TELLING THE
FUTURE

As | write it is New Year’s Eve. The media is
full of predictions for the new year. | have just
written a sermon about the astrologers who
visited Jesus. | thought | would write about tell-
ing the future. There have been many different
fascinating methods developed for telling the
future. None of them works, with the possible
exception of very short range weather
forecasting.

Most of the rest should be avoided as
dangerous nonsense. Most people still treat
them as harmless fun. Unfortunately more and
more people are taking them seriously. Some
people seek darkness and unreason as an
escape from the impersonal harshness of the
world. In Germany Christian ministers are out
numbered 3 to 1 by people making their liv-
ing through pagan practices like astrology,
magic crystals, spiritualism, shamanism and
magic. While great religions seek a God of
truth and reason, superstitions encourage
retreat into the irrational. Recently the person
who controls nuclear forces that can destroy
the world was having his diary planned by an
astrologer! The last western leader before the
Reagans to believe in astrology was Hitler. He
used it to plan his unsuccessful military cam-
paigns to establish his prediction of his thou-
sand year empire.

===

Giblets and Gibberish
One very common ancient method was to
examine the livers of recently killed animals
— hepatoscopy. (I wonder if you can do it with
frozen chicken giblets.)
Oracles were given by people apparently in
a trance. They worded their oracles
mysteriously but very carefully. One king ask-
ed a famous oracle what would happen if he
carried out his plan to invade his neighbour.
“If your armies cross the river that forms the
border,”” said the oracle, ““a mighty nation will
be destroyed.” Greatly encouraged he attack-
ed. To his surprise he was utterly defeated and
his own nation destroyed. Before he could sue
under the Trades Description Act someone
pointed out. ““The oracle never said WHICH
mighty nation would be destroyed.” Here is
the secret of most fortune telling.

[==][==]

Stars in the West

By about 500 BC, Pythagoras and his
followers applied their new found geometry
to the stars. They believed the world was
round. By the 2nd century BC people were
measuring the distance to the sun, calculating
the precession of the equinoxes and much
more. For the first time ever, some people
could predict specific events with reasonable
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accuracy — when eclipses were likely —
where a planet would be at a given time years
in advance. This was much more impressive
than the ambiguous messages of the oracles.

The only trouble was — not many people
wanted to know about eclipses and the posi-
tions of the planets. Everyone wanted to know,
who they were going to marry — how to avoid
danger — how to get rich.

Most of the great ancient astronomers kept
fairly well away from the fortune telling game,
but lesser men cashed in. How impressive to
be able to say, “I calculate that in May the
planet Venus will be in the constellation of the
Ram (true); and so the power of love will be
strong (as usual!).”

Needless to say astrologers did not use
astrology to make a fortune in business or gain
power in politics themselves. No astrologer
believes in astrology enough to risk that. Then
as now, the fortunes could only safely be made
by selling the advice to others.

This time last year Old Moore’s almanac was
embarassed. Although it was published a cou-
ple of months after Maggie Thatcher was sack-
ed and John Major had taken over it predicted
that in the summer of 1991 Maggie Thatcher
would fight off a leadership bid and remain
firmly in control as Prime Minister. This was
advice that could only help the person sell-
ing it.

[==]j{(===]

A Different Astrology

The Chinese were also good astronomers.
Their astronomy basically agreed with that of
the west. They were looking at the same stars.
Their astrology was, however, very different.
Not 12 different signs a year but different signs
for different years. It didn’t matter when you
were born. It was when you were conceived.
New emperors were chosen not by who was
born first but by who had the best horoscope.
Thus it was important to know the exact time
of every conception. In the early days there
was a strict rota. Only the Empress shared the
imperial bed on the luckiest day of the month.
Varying numbers of queens, consorts and wiv-
ed shared it on others, until on the 14 most
unlucky days he had to share it with about 14
concubines at a time. Later, in less disciplin-
ed days when emperors were wont to come
and go in the harem just as they felt lead,
scribes kept a record of events in vermilion ink.
So the stars chose the emperors, most of whom
were pretty useless. Medieval Europe is no bet-
ter as an advert for success based on the stars.

The Editors wish to make it

clear that the views expressed

in this newspaper do not

necessarily reflect the opinion
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Christian News Ltd, Church

Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: Reading 471703.

Typeset by Microtype, 149

Cardiff Road, Reading. Printed

by Reading Newspaper Printing

Company Limited, Portman
Road, Reading.

In one eastern
country the love of
astrology and gambl-
ing go hand in hand.
Market traders will let
you buy food or gam-
ble for it. Astrologers
tell you which are
your lucky days so
you can beat the
odds. If there was any
truth in the system
housewives would
become rich and
traders universally
bankrupt.  Unfor-
tunately astrologers
and traders grow rich
and the housewives
all too often go home
empty handed.

= =

Lucky Numbers
In the same way
Chinese and Greeks
came to the same
conclusions when
they studied
arithmetic, but dif-
ferent conclusions
when they studied
numerology — the
“‘science’” of lucky
numbers. Europe
assumed that the im-
portant base number
was 4, India assumed
that it was 3, while
China assumed it was
5. Whatever your
house number, you
can be fairly sure that
itis a lucky number in
one of the systems.

= {[===]

Amazing Predictions

Every once in a
while someone seems
to make an amazing-
ly accurate predic-
tion. It almost seems
that someone has had
a glimpse of the
future. But for every
almost convincing
case in favour, there
are hundreds which
are clearly wrong. If
anyone ever does
see into the future, the
process is SO
unreliable as to be
completely useless.
There is no way of
telling which predic-
tions are true and
which are the normal
nonsense.

But don't think for a
minute that wrong
predictions ever put
anyone off their
chosen system. If you
want to retreat into
unreason enough, no

reason however
powerful can con-
vince you otherwise.
Indeed reasons

against a system simp-
ly prove that the
system is the escape
from reality you seek.
In the 1930s the
spiritualists predicted
there would never be
a war with Hitler.

That never put
anyone off
spiritualism or
clairvoyance.
(===

Know the True
Future

People want peace
of mind. Some are so
desperate they are
quite willing to sus-
pend their belief and
pay hard cash. Jesus
prophesied for free.
He began by saying
the obvious. There
will be wars and
rumours of wars,
persecutions, signs in
the heavens natural
disasters etc.. He did
not need astrology or
a mystic revelation to
say that. | will make
the same prediction
for 1992. There will
be wars, persecutions
and natural disasters.
(£5 to the church fund
if | am wrong.) But
Jesus then went on to
add the only pro-
phecy that matters.
Whoever holds out to
the end will be saved.
In the end, Jesus, the
Saviour comes. The
only prophecy that
matters is that Jesus
will reign as king on
earth and in heaven.

The wise men
came in to see Jesus.
They saw the future.
They knew all they
needed to know.
They knew the one
we all need to know.
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Escape from the
Impersonal

Some people are
fed up with the imper-
sonality of the
modern scientific
world. They want to
believe in mystery.
But it is no good
escaping from the im-
personality of science
into magic or supersti-
tion. What is the point
of replacing an imper-
sonal drug with an
impersonal potion,
charm, crystal or an
impersonal fate?
Magic is only science
that isn’t true and
doesn’t work. Magic,
astrology and all sorts
of pseudo sciences
have all the problems
of impersonal
modern  science,
without any of its
blessings or it love of
truth. If we long for
something beyond
the impersonal world
of science, then what
we are looking for is
not magic. What we
are looking for is a
person.

The wise men
came — led by their
impersonal system —
bringing their imper-
sonal magic tokens.
But it was not really
the stars that led
them. It was God.
They came to Jesus
and saw a person.
They move from the
impersonal and the
untrue and worship the
person who is truth.

emergency.

have on file.

noon.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the
CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE ““POP-IN‘* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

i
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STUDIO VISIT

Melody Radio’s Signal Restricted

Readers of last May’s issue of the
“‘Bridge’’ will remember my letter ex-
tolling the music broadcast by Melody
Radio on 104.9 FM 24 hours a day, 7
days a week. Now, regrettably, I can
no longer receive this station because
of the strength of the test transmis-
sions from BBC Radio Berkshire being
broadcast on 104.1 FM which official-
ly takes to the air in early 1992. Melody
Radio’s output is restricted to 1 KW
Ivg‘lr{]ereas Berkshire’s output will be 5
|

Recently I was invited by the Manag-
ing Director of Melody Radio, Sheila
Porritt, to visit their studio and offices
in London, a stone’s throw away from
Harrods. On entering their third floor
I was imediately struck by the
quietness, and air of efficiency of the
place as well as the faint background
music they were playing over the air.

Naturally the centrepoint of their
suite is the transmission studio, and its
announcer (somehow the title of ‘‘disc
Jjockey’’ seems inappropriate). There is

ADVICE FROM
THE STARS

AQUARI
Deep down, you are an intelligent person but
far too gullible. You pay too much attention to
superstitions and astrology. Ignore these in
future. Remember it is bad luck to be
superstitious.

Be careful to look in the right direction for
guidance this year. In particular give up paying
any attention to astrology and horoscopes.

Although this is a leap year, you must avoid
wasting time. Watch escapist TV if you must, but
avoid all horoscopes, fortune tellers and other
such nonsense. You do tend to be rather
gullible.

With the moon in the solar system all this year
you must avoid all superstition in general and
astrology in particular. It is not cool to be gulli-
ble. Bad vibes man!

Deep down, you are an intelligent person but
far too gullible. You pay too much attention to
superstitions and astrology. Ignore these in
future. Remember it is bad luck to be
superstitious.

10

Be careful to look in the right direction for
guidance this year. In particular give up paying
attention to astrology and horoscopes.

Although this is a leap year, you must avoid
wasting time this year. Watch escapist TV if you
must, but avoid all horoscopes, fortune tellers

and other such nonsense. You do tend to be
rather gullible.

With the moon in the solar system all this year
you must avoid all superstition in general and
astrology in particular. It is not cool to be
gullible.

SAGITARIUS

Deep down, you are an intelligent person but
too far gullible. You pay too much attention to
superstitions and astrology. Ignore these in
future. Remember it is bad luck to be
superstitious.

 SCORPIO

Be careful to look in the right direction for
guidance this year. In particular give up paying
attention to astrology and horoscopes.

- TAURUS

Although this is a leap year, you must avoid
wasting time this year. Watch escapist TV if you
must, but avoid all horoscopes, fortune tellers
and other such nonsense. You do tend to be
rather gullible.

VIRGO

With the moon in the solar system all this year
you must avoid all superstition in general and
astrology in particular. It is not cool to be
gullible.

also a complete
duplicate back-up
studio in case of
any part of the
main studio’s
equipment fails.
The signal from
the studio is taken
by land line to the
transmitter at
Croydon, and
there is also a se-
cond alternative
standby land line
should the main

line cease to
function.
E==]ji[===]
(== {==3
Nothingisleft to
chance. As well as
the two land lines,

and two studios,
each studio also
has two of each
piece of equip-
ment such as the
turntables and
tape decks for the
music  cassetes,
andtheadverts. It
isfrom the adverts
that the station
royalties also have
tobe paid to the ar-
tists and record
companies, whose
records or tapes
are played. Adja-
cent to the two
studios is a large
record library of
LPs and cassettes
which in the
fulness of time will
all be transferred
on to compact
discs, and
ultimately on to
the new mini
cassettes. Records
of the playing time

of each piece of
music are kept as
well as that of the
advertsso that the
day’s programme
can be set up well
in advance. By
statute law each
radio station has to
keep an audio
record of its broad-
casts for the last
month, but
Melody goes one
better and keeps
them for the last
three months.

[E=]j{=s]
(=0} [==T]

Melody Radio
also has its own
news desk and

computer ter-
minal which
receives all the

latest news from
the various news
agencies so that it
can broadcast up-
to-date news
headlines every
hour on the hour.

==
===

The news desk
also receives the
latest traffic and
public transport
news which is
broadcast over
peak rush-hour
travelling times, as
well as weather
reports.

(=} ==
[ {=e]

This was the
first time I had
seen at first hand
the workings of a
modern radio sta-
tion and it was an
eye-opener — I
came away feeling
that I had never
before realized the
complexities and
planning involved
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in the running of
such an
undertaking.

What struck me
most about my
visit? Well, ob-
viously the
camaraderie and
team spirit of
Melody’s staff, but
it was the gentle
background music
of the continuous
transmission
which remained
withmelongafter
I had left the
studios. I know
that there are
some commercial
firms which pro-
vide taped music
for employers to
play over to their
employees to in-
crease the
employees’ out-
put, but, in my opi-
nion, Melody’s
transmissions
would do a farbet-
ter job for
employers.

==
== (=

Sadly now
because of the test
transmissions by
BBC Radio
Berkshire it is no
longer possible to
receive Melody’s

signal on hand-
tuned VHF
receivers in the

Caversham area
but I have not
given up hope
having raised this
matter with my
MP, and if you
have enjoyed
Melody’s pro-
grammes [ should
advise you to do
the same.

CLAY TIME

Hobby Ceramic Centre
27 Farnham Drive
(Shopping Centre)

Caversham Park Village

Reading (0734) 462212

Try a creative new hobby, relax and
forget your worries.
Call in for a chat and see what you
can do.
NO SPECIAL SKILLS NEEDED
FREE TUITION GIVEN
100s of items to choose from.
COMPREHENSIVE RANGE OF
ACCESSORIES.
Also open Monday & Wednesday evening

POST BAG

Dear Editor,

Has any reader of the Caversham
Bridge a picture or print of Grove Hill
House? An ancestor of mine lived there
in the early 1900's.

The Reference Library does not have
a picture of the house. Many thanks for
you help.

Yours etc.
Margaret Hassard-Short

50 De Beauvoir Road
Reading RG1 5NP

Where
Campers Come
Cheaper

34 Ardler Road (off Gosbrook Road), Lower Caversham, Reading
Tel: (0734) 461834; evenings 473560

We Buy
& Sell
Campers

o« COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

o GLAUCOMA TESTING
o CONTACT LENSES

o QUALITY
© SERVICE
o FASHION

e VARILUX
CENTRE
o DESIGNER FRAMES
e COMPETITIVE PRICES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

N Zoz/\.:"”y
OPHTHALMIC

EYECARE

OPTICIANS

—~
|

ROBIN

READING

JAMES
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

o

Christian Dior
& PARTNERS

TEL: (0734) 472099
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WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0734) 472048
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO CATERING TRADE

DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN
HOME-MADE SAUSAGES
& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM
Mon & Wednesday 8am-Ipm
Tues, Thurs & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday Sam-4pm

DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

* % %

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal

service
Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

RE you concerned about the
ethics of the investment funds

when commencing a pension, starting
a mortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.
® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.
® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

23 Oakley Road, Caversham RG4 7RL

Tel: 0734-461656 T
An Appointed Representative of
DBS FIMBI ‘D

Financial —

Management :
Not all the products/services advertised here are

regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and
the rules made for the protection of investors by
that Act will not apply to them.

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay-
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it.

e

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

6o \*
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RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

BUGS BOTTOM
IN 1992

In the long drawn
out war for Bugs

Bottom, longer
than the Thirty
Years’” War of

history, the current
battle enters its
eighth yearin 1992
and for the firsttime
since a Secretary of
State said in the
Summer of 1987
that ‘he was mind-
ed’to grantpermis-
sion for develop-
ment, what has
been only a glim-
mer of hope that it
could be saved has
become  much
brighter. The
arguments for sav-
ing it have always
been far and away
stronger than those
for developing it,
but ever since
NicholasRidley, in
the winter of 1989,
decided to sign the
document giving
permission it has
been impossible to
usethem to save the
valley. Only com-
ments on detailed
permission were
valid, which was lit-
tle consolation for
those who thought
‘one house is one
too many’.

==

Now all that
looks like being
altered within the
next few weeks. In
March, outline per-
mission runs out,
because of delays
caused by the High
Court and, later
withdrawn, Appeal
Courthearings, and
Higgsand Hill have
applied for a two
year extension.
Thisis notauncom-
mon procedure and
usually the exten-
sion is granted
uniess there is good
reason for refusal.
What it does mean
though, is thatat last
the whole matter of
outline permission
can be looked at
again and in the

case of Bugs Bot-
tom there have
been plenty of
changes, which if
they had prevailed
at the time would
have made it ex-
tremely unlikely
that  permission
would have been
given.

|==||==|

If the Borough
Planning Commit-
tee refuses an ex-
tension, then it will
have to go to the
Department of the
Environment for
decision. The
Secretary of State
could them make
up his mind after
looking into the
case, but a more
likely course in
such a controver-
sial application,
and we do know he
is aware of that, is
for him to order a
public inquiry. If

that happens, a
whole new field is
open. At last it

would be possible
to get down to the
real arguments, and
it has always been
maintained  that
permission would
never have been
given at any other
time than during
that brief period in
which it was
originally sought.

[===] ===}

So now is the
time for all good
men and women to
come to the aid of
the valley and pick
up their pens to
write a letter to the
Borough Planning
Officer (atthe Civic
Offices) saying why
they think the ex-
tension should not
be granted; The
County Structure
Plans, the Borough
Plan, guidelines
about greenfield
development from
the D of E, new
ideas on conserva-
tion and the in-
crease in traffic
since 1987 before

this devlopment’s
quotaisaddedtoit,
are all reasons for
refusal now.

MIDWINTER
MEETING

All this was ex-
plained at the
public meeting call-
ed by Bugs Bottom
activists in the mid-
dle of December,
when in spite of a
night when thick
fog reduced visibili-
ty to practically nil,
a goodly crowd
groped its way to
Caversham Primary
School, where the
children’s displays
brought a warm
welcome onadank
gloomy night. Mike
Devereux,  Prin-
cipal Planning of-
ficer for the North
and West, took his
audience through
the intricacies of
planning law
whereby Higgsand
Hill had submitted
two identical plan-
ning applications
for each of the
separate phases of
the whole develop-
ment, thus keeping
theiroptions open if
the Borough should
reject one, which
would mean keep-
ing it on ice whilst
queueing up at the
D of E for a public
inquiry, which is
already the case
with Phase I. It was
this phase, with its
unacceptably high
density,  which
would have been
the pattern for the
succeeding phases,
which led to the
reduction of the
originally proposed
500 houses to 326.

(=} |=|

Doris Thomas,
Planning Secretary
for Caversham and
District Residents’
Association, gave a
list of grounds on
which  objection
could be made to

the development.
Phone her on
Reading 472864 if
you need any help
in writing your let-
ter of objection.
Marion Fallowfield
gave details of a re-
centsurvey carried
out by South Ox-
fordshire Ar-
chaeological
Group on an an-
cient hedge, shaw
and lynchet, of
which the dates
could only be sur-
mised, but all of
which were most
likely very old, and
which would be
either damaged or
endangered by
building, par-
ticularly in Phase I.
Soitisacase of For-
ward into 1992
with renewed hope
in the knowledge
that it will be a
make or break year,
and with the deter-
mination thatitwill
be the former. That
means, atthis stage,
writing those letters
and notleavingitto
to others.

CHANGES AT
MAPLEDURHAM

Caversham and
District Residents’
Association will be
looking closely at
the proposals for
the Mapledurham
Estate, which were
featured in last
month’s  Caver-

sham Bridge. John
Eyston,  current
owner of the estate
which has been in
his family for five
hundred years, is
anxious to pointout
thatthey are not set
in stone but are
open to consulta-
tion. Whatthey will
mean however is a
radical  change
from the
agricultural estate it
has been since it
first emerged into
history sometime
around the Norman
Conquest into an
estate in tune with
the life of the late
twentieth and com-
ing twenty first cen-
turies, but at the
sametime retaining
its rural character.
The question is, can
it be done?

===

With  govern-
ment policy requir-
ing reduced output,
‘set-aside’ and
diversification,
agriculture is not
enjoying an easy
time, and estates
such as Maple-
durham, close to ur-
ban areas, par-
ticularly feel the ef-
fect of this. It could
be asked whether
this is a permanent
pattern or
something  tem-
porary, as people
are always goingto

Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property
Investment and Development
advice
Surveys and valuations for all
types of commercial premises
Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

Parker

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

0734-580656




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1992

BUGS BOTTOM

by J. Tait

Bugs Bottom

Second of Series Reproduced by Kind
Permission of the Artist.
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< Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

WATCHDOG

need to eat, or
whetheritmightbe
better to concen-
trate on less inten-

sive methods
which might be
beneficial for the
land, the animals
and the consumer.
However, it would
be unrealisticto ex-
pect the individual

farmerto spearhead
such a move.

One of the par-
ticular problems
of Mapledurham
Estate is the large
number of listed
buildings on its
land, which need to
be kept in a state of
reasonable repair, a
costly business as
patching up will not
normally do.
Agriculture alone
will not pay for this.

MILWARDS

= o OES

Cat‘ingfoi‘ co
. Yort sincex

All our footwear is specially selected
from leading brands for Quality,
Comfort and Fit.

Our staff are trained to be expert
shoe fitters and offer a personal
service for the whole family.

at Broad Street, Reading &
Church Street, Caversham and
branches throughout the
Thames Valley

o5!

For people overa
very wide area the
estate is however
their scenery, the
countryside where
they walk for
pleasureand where
overwhelmingly
they wantto see no
major changes at
all. Major changes
however there will
have to be. They
could far worse
than those propos-
ed and, unless the
predictions  for
British farming are
completely  off-
course, could come
into being even if
nothing were done
and things were just
allowed to drift on.
Itwill notbe an easy
road ahead,
whatever happens.

SMART NEW
ROAD

It is difficult to say
whetherthe widen-
ing of Caversham
Road had led to
freer traffic flow as
at the time of
writing for most of

the period in which
it has been
operating, traffic
has been distorted
by Christmas and
post-Christmas

conditions.  For
several days before
Christmas, when
serious  delays
could have been
expected, the im-
provementin traffic
flow could be trac-
ed to the presence
of a warden in
Caversham Road
who saw to it that
the urban clearway

was actually
operating, thus
freeing  another
lane.

The footway

under the railway
bridge is in much
better shape than it
has been for years,
except that it is on
the narrow side. |
have yetto observe
what happens if
two mums pushing
buggies meetin the
middle. Can they
pass each other, or
does one havetodo

adifficultreversing
job? It is a fair bet
that County Coun-
cil traffic engineers
never even con-
sidered thatone. To
them transport
means private cars
or HGV’s, not
something as hum-
ble as a pair of feet.

CAR PARK
CHARGES

It was welcome
news that wiser
counsels prevailed
in the end and the
proposed charges
for Chester Street
car park were drop-
ped, pending fur-
ther consultations
with all interested
parties. This does
not mean no
charges will be in-
troduced, but that
they will be fair, ac-
ceptable to users,
will not aggravate
the situation and
will bring in a bit of
revenue to the hard
pressed Borough
Council.

HE}I]%F{;%@M%
FUTURE
==

e Beautiful,
affordable,

2 handmade
== Sfurniture designed
to meet your own needs,

or match an existing piece.

Our craftmanship is priceless
our furniture —isn't!

Tel: 0734 461571

Home: 475467

Smiths Garden
Enterprises

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements.

High standard of service: stonework, brickwork, rock and
water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans.
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith on
READING 473098

for free estimates
Viewing of completed projects arranged

Bryan Lansdell

GENERAL BUILDER

* Extensions, Patios & Fireplaces
* Swimming Pool Installation & Maintenance
Full House Maintenance Service

Free Estimates

25 Gosbrook Road,
Caversham,
Reading

Telephone
Reading (0734) 478306

Bugs Bottom

a unique series of watercolours by Caversham artist
Martin Beek to be featured as part of

— IMAGES OF ENGLAND —

The Oratory School, Woodcote
7.30 p.m. 22nd February 1992
Programmes for the event available from
Caversham Bookshop
* For a private appointment to see the
paintings in Caversham
Telephone: (0734) 477428
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GOSBROOK

ROAD

REVIEW

The joys of Christmas
have come and gone,
the Christmas tree has
been packed away,
and the decorations
taken down, but
hopefully some of the
Christmas sprit found
at Gosbrook Road, will
be around for the rest
of the year.

The Methodist
Church in Lower
Caversham, had plenty
of services and events
for people to enjoy,
find fellowship, wor-
ship and most of all
find the true meaning
of Christmas. The
Carol services on the
Sunday before
Christmas were well
attended. Was this
because of the
Churches Together in
Caversham's
Christmas card? What
a good idea this was, I
am sure other chur-
ches must have
benefited too.

One of the highlights
of the Christmas
celebrations was The
Caversham  Nativity
Play, which was pro-
duced by Catherine
Hackmanand Kathleen
Sweeting, and written
by Les Cooper. The
play was based on the
Chester Mystery play,
and the actors enjoyed
learning lines in
somewhat out of date
English. Costumes
were based on
Medieval dress, with
players and choir all
looking the part. A
well worthwhile
event, a shame that it

was only performed
once.

Another play in a
very different vein
was produced by The
Sunshine Girls and
Starshine Drama
Group. This was a
musical fantasy play,
and told the story of
‘“‘How the Star was
Chosen’’.

The idea of the play
was heavenly beings
deciding who would
lead the kings to
Bethlehem, auditions
were held and of
course, the Bright Star
won. Congratulations
to Sarah Guthrie who
played Bright Star, and
to Sunita Dhillon who
played The Great Sky
Ruler, and also con-
gratulations to all the
cast for their hard
work, and con-
siderable talent
shown. The girls were
given a second oppor-
tunity to perform
when they went to
Helen Court, a James
Butcher Home in Bath
Road. From the two
events $£64.59 was rais-
ed for the Church roof
fund.

The Sunday Club
produced another
meaningful Nativity
play on the Sunday
nearest to Christmas,

the parts were
beautifully spoken and
this brought the

Nativity tableau to life
in a new and in-
teresting way. All
credit must be given to
some of these young

people who took part
in as many as three dif-
ferent plays leading up
to Christmas. A her-
culean effort to fit in
with their school work
as well, who says the
younger generation
only watches
television??

Carolsingingisamust
isn't it? It's not
Christmas until you
have sung a few
carols. Some of us en-
joyed an evening sing-
ing around the im-
mediate church area.
The singing was all the
better for being ac-
companied by guitar
and piano accordion,
and even better for the
mince pies and coffee
afterwards, thanks to
Ann & Howard. If you
didn’t come this time,
make a date for next
year.

Other departments
have had parties and
get-togethers, each in
their own way, much
work has gone on in
the background, so
thanks to all the peo-
ple who helped to

make christmas
Christmas. But of
course Christmas

wouldn’t be Christmas
without the worship
which culminated on
Christmas day in a
joyful family service.
The Rev John Boakes
shared with the
children in enjoying
their presents, and a
time of fellowship was
shared by everyone on
this very special day.

““BRING THE CHILDREN TO CHURCH"

Not quite what was meant by this request, but these children from
Caversham Primary School came to Church to learn about it. They
explored it, tried out the pulpit and the lectern and made notes and
sketches, and generally seemed to enjoy their visit. Several Caver-
sham Schools visited the Church in 1991.

— E.S. Archer

\\Dedding
Photography

by Michael Blackbur

Ol photograpbs reproduced

Passports and Portraits

M. B. Photography

41 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Barks
Telephone : Reading (0734) 479450 /475656

St. Barnabas News

In the December
issue of the Caver-
sham Bridge
readers learnt of
the steps forward in
fellowship  and
evangelism which
were to be taken as
a result of the
Parish conference
and also heard
about the suc-
cessful series of
meetings on Science
and Religion. Even
larger numbers at-
tended the Advent
meetings entitled
Peace and the
Presence of God.
Was it the
charismatic charms
of the Vicar which
attracted them or
the dubious charms
of their resident
physiotherapist? Or
could it have been
the subject matter

itself? The course
had two aims; one
to help people to
recognise and to
cope with the
adverse effects of
stress in their lives
and two, through
an increased
awareness of the
presence of God to
find the reality of
his peace. The two
apparently
divergent aims
were in fact seen to
be convergent. Each
meeting included
exercises, in
physical and mental
relaxation, using
dance, music,
breathing, muscle
tensing and relax-
ing techniques,
meditations,
visualisations, affir-
mations, prayer and
buzz group sessions

when experiences
could be shared and
explored.

[== (=]

However, the
crowning glory of St
Barnabas’
Christmas activities
was the very suc-
cessful Carol Ser-
vice. The many
visitors from other
parts of the country
were overhead ex-
pressing their ad-
miration for one of
the best Carol Ser-
vices they could
remember atten-
ding. Thanks must
certainly go to the
vicar, who had
clearly put in a lot
of thought and hard
work. Entitled The
Word Made Flesh it
was particularly

meaningful for
those who had at-
tended the two pre-
Christmas courses
as it sought to ex-
plore through
science the the
wonder of the
created world and
to link the creation
story with the Birth
of Christ and the
presence of Christ
now, ‘‘And the
Word was made
flesh and dwelt
among BERS
Thought provoking
slides were shown
to illustrate a
dialogue between
vicar and reader,
and the music was a
careful and
refreshing selection
of old and new. A
good end to the old
year and a promise
for the new.
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‘An All-Embracing Love

Bo Coward

On 27th November
1991 the body of Hilda
Iris ‘Bo” Coward was
laid to rest in the tran-
quil riverside chur-
chyard of St Margaret
Mapledurham after her
funeral service at a full
St Peter’s.

Born 10th June 1919
to Edith and Bertie
New at Portsmouth,
sister to Phyllis and
George, Bo met Les as
St Luke’s School
Southsea. They were
married 28th October
1939, Les being on sur-
vivor’s leave from the
Royal Navy. Bo’s in-
domitable spirit in
dangerous wartime
situations took her to
see Les on the rare oc-
casions his submarine
berthed in British ports,
regardlaess of air raids,
restricted areas and
emergency dawn
patrols by her man
whom she loved so
dearly.

Their sons were Oc-
tober babes, lan in
1942, Nigel in 1944,
and fully reciprocated
their mother’s
generous love. On lan’s
fatal wounding on
police service in 1971,
Bo was a rock of
strength to the family
in a tragic and
traumatic time. Nigel,
with his father, was
with her at her death. |

felt lan also praying
with us at Bo’s bedside.

Bo was a VAD in the
Red Cross at Abingdon,
the family home town
from 1947. For seven
years she gave beyond
the call of nursing duty
at the Cottage Hospital.
Moving to Earley in
1954, she was Red
Cross Cadet Officer,
continuing with hospital
work and escorting
patients by ambulance
or train nationwide.
Her mother, bedridden
for two years, lived
with Bo and Les and
received loving care
rarely found in families
today.

Bo loved young peo-
ple. Appointed Red
Cross County Officer
for training junior
cadets in Berkshire, her
empathy with han-
dicapped children
made her summer
camps a wonderful
learning and enriching
experience for all.

When Les worked
overseas from 1967, Bo
joined him when possi-
ble in remote parts in
Kenya, Fiji and the
Caribbean. Back home
in Caversham, until
1987 she helped han-
dicapped children at
Peppard House. Every
week one of the
children came to her
home. And then her il-

Iness began to take
hold. . .

With Les, Bo’s Chris-
tian love was unfailing-
ly supportive. She
delighted in her family.
Her daughters-in-law
took her to their hearts.
Her grandchildren
rightly thought her
marvellous. The night
before she died
peacefully, Bo smiled
with pride at photos of
her family. She smiled
serenely when | told
her of Terry Waite’s
release that day. “What
a fine example he is to
us all” she said. Her
words apply no less to
herself.

Her commitment at
St Peter’s, as member
of the Sacristy Guild
and worker in so many
ways and friend to all,
was typical of Bo. A
gentle, teasing smile,
utter integrity, and the
gift of seeing lovingly
the real people we are.
Hers was an all-
embracing love. We
are the poorer by her
death yet rejoice in
having known, loved
and admired her. To
Les, Nigel and all their
family and relatives,
our love and thanks for
sharing your beautiful
lady with so many of us
in God'’s service. She
was and remains an ex-
ample to us all. May
she rest in peace.

RJK
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ECUMENICAL
ENTERPRISE

The Baptist Church
hosted the Annual
Ecumenical Carol Con-
cert in aid of the Save
the Children Fund. The
programme consisted of
a delightfully novel
miscellany of items by
individuals, music
groups associated with
Caversham Churches,
the Caversham Park
Handbell Group and
children of St. Anne's
Roman Catholic Primary
School who merit
special congratulations
on their discipline and
smart appearance in
school uniform. The
standard of presenta-
tion of all items was im-
peccable, the concert
flowed without a hitch
— it was 'all right on the
night’ so to speak, not-
withstanding the
numerous frustrations
experienced by Mrs.
Margaret Pilgrim who
acted as coordinator on
behalf of the Caversham
Satellite Group of the
Save the Children Fund.

The Minister of the
Church, the Revd. Den-
nis Weller, welcomed
those present including
their Worships the
Mayor and Mayoress of
Reading, Councilor
Robert and Mrs.
Margaret Dimmick, the
Mayor reading the First
Lesson.

Talented playing of
the organ by Mrs.
Phyllis Shattock, a well
known Caversham resi-
dent and enthusiastic
worker for S.C.F. as
Area Representative for
Berkshire and East
Wiltshire, enhanced the
singing of traditional
carols and also one, the
words of which were
specially composed for
the occasion by the
Revd. Thomas Meagher,
entitled: ‘All You that
Love this
Christmas-time’.

An Address, based on
St. Matthew's Gospel
Chapter 25 Verse 40 —
In as much as Ye have
done it unto one of the
least of these my
brethren You have done
it unto Me — was given
by Mrs. Sue Divall, Area
Organiser for S.C.F.,
linked the biblical ac-
count of events two
thousand years ago with
the situation today in
that it is estimated that
throughout the world
there are twenty-five
million ‘Children-on-
the-Move’ — the slogan
adopted by S.C.F. to
spearhead its current
appeal for children who
have been orphaned,
have become separated
from parents and fami-
ly or are otherwise
wandering knowing not
where.

CAROLS FOR
ACTION
RESEARCH

Mapledurham Pavilion
was filled to capacity
on 18th December
for a splendid evening
of carols and other
entertainment
organised by Action
Research.

== ==
[E=]j[==]

Sitting round
candlelit tables, the
large gathering en-
thusiastically sang
carols compered by
Father Christmas.
These were in-
terspersed by a
‘Christmas Medley’
sung by Sheila
Kingdon and readings
by Gillian Reid. After

a wonderful finger
buffet supper served
by the Committee to
those at the tables, the
evening’s entertain-
ment resumed with
the performance of
carols by the Shinfield
handbell ringers and
ended with more
carols and readings.
David Jordan accom-
panied the singing on
the piano.

| mem | o)

===

The whole evening
was most enjoyable
and a great credit to
the organisers who
were raising funds for
medical research.

PEN
FRIENDS
WANTED

Mrs Wilma Tait, 2
Knowle Close, Caver-
sham, writes that she
has received requests
from young Christians
in Africa who are keen
to have English pen-
friends, and hopes
that readers of the
Caversham Bridge
may be able to help.
The following- would
like to hear from you:

GEORGE BOATENG
PO Box 1205,
Sunyani-Brong-Ahafo,
Ghana, W. Africa.
Age 16 at Junior
Secondary School

Alexander Asanti,
Box 4511, Kumasi,
Ghana, W. Africa
Age 34. A trader

Thierno |brahima-Sow
c/o Omar ‘Laye,

St. Andrew’s
Fellowship

As usual the Fellowship
Christmas Evening pro-
ved very popular
despite the extreme cold
of the evening. The
large gathering was not
disappointed. They
were entertained in a
delightful manner by
the Network Singers
who sang lovely carols
and gave sensitive
readings. It was a

wonderful prelude to
Christmas and much ap-
preciated by the au-
dience. A delicious buf-
fet supper prepared by
the committee, brought
a very enjcyable even-
ing to a close.

CARE

FOR

THE

ELDERLY

Recently the Ab-
beyfield Reading
Society, which

operates a Supportive
Care Home for Elder-
ly Persons in St.
Peter's Avenue, held
its Annual General
Meeting at the Baptist
Church. Following
the short business
session the assembled
members and friends
were addressed by
the Chairman of the
south Eastern Region,

Lt. Col. John Dent
M.B.E.; whose sub-
ject was; ‘Future
Trends in Ab-

beyfield’, in which he
gave an overview of
the way in which he
saw the Society
developing through-
out the country.
Col. Dent, referring
to the fact that the
Society’s original con-
cept was the provi-
sion of Supportive
Care Homes for
‘young’' pensioners,
went on to point out
that improvements in
health and welfare
services had resulted
in the age of entry to
such a home being in

the mid to Ilate
eighties. Evidence,
he said, indicated

that such persons
were invariably at, or
very near to, the
point at which they
needed more per-
sonal care than could

be provided in such ,

homes. This trend
had resulted in a ris-
ing number of vacan-
cies but in some
measure the situation
had been anticipated

by the provision of
‘Extra-Care’ homes
providing care
‘round-the-clock’.
‘Extra-Care’ Homes
were, however, few
in number and of
economic necessity
operated at full oc-
cupancy hence the
frail resident of a
Supportive Care
Home had to await a
vacancy, which may
be remote from fami-
ly and friends, and,
additionally, faced
the trauma of a se-
cond move. Col. Dent
considered such a
practice both
undesirable and
unkind, he favoured
what was sometimes
referred to as
‘continuous-care’. He
went on to define
‘continuous-care’ as
that sought by a
potential resident for
as long as it was re-
quired, even to
death, unless hospital
treatment or cir-
cumstances outside
the control of the
Society intervened.
Such a ‘one-move’
concept would go far
to ensure peace of
mind in the
knowledge that, hav-
ing given up his/her
home, the resident
would feel secure..
Col. Dent Commend-
ed this philosophy to
the Reading Society
which is currently
seeking to expand it
operations by the ac-
quisition of a suitable
property -or site on
which to develope a
further home.

PO Box 2020, Serre,
Isunda, The Gambia,
W. Africa

? Boy — helping father

Joyce Mann, PO Box
563

Sunyani B/A Ghana,
W. Africa, Age 19.
Hairdresser

Thompson Amponsah,
RORSE 0 xS 075
Kumasi,

Ashanti, Ghana, W.
Africa

No more information

For further details con-
tact Mrs Tait, who has
the original letters or
Parish Office, Church
House, who has photo
copies.

( Gail Spence D
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold antiques
in Caversham for 15 years. My
business has been built on
personal recommendation.

I am interested in all types of
antiques and collectors items,
and especially furniture, silver
and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and
houses cleared.

For expert advice call me on 473011
kThere's no charge, and no obligation

J
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS

ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE
* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH
* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL
* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

EPLACEMENT
s INDOWS.

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings

KATY IN CAVERSHAM

No, it wasn't a
deliberate mistake —
it really was a ge-
nuine one, so I should

thank all those who *

took pains to tell me,
after last month's
‘Bridge’, that the
poet Wilfred Owen,
was never ordained
and consequently
could not have been a
curate at Dunsden
Church. When I first
came here somebody
told me he was and 1
remember hearing
him referred to as
Dunsden’s unpaid
curate. I never
bothered to check but
I did know he lived
for a short time at
Dunsden Vicarage (or
should it be Rec-
tory?). Now I really
will have to get down
to reading Wilfed's
biography in detail —
as an admirer of his
work I should have
done it a long while
ago. Please accept my
apologies.

HARDWICK
ESTATE FARM
SHOP

And while wander-
ing around outside

Caversham, I've been
reminded that (as far
as any of us can
remember) we have
never mentioned Sir
Julian Rose’s farm
shop on the Hardwick
Estate. It came into
the conversation
recently when we
were discussing the
latest events regar-
ding beef supplies to
Russia. I do know
many people have
given up buying beef
since the onset of
BSE in cattle and I
wonder if they know
that this farm shop
sell organic beef, pork
from free range pigs,
free range eggs,
organic veg. and
other things. Unfor-
tunately the shop was
closed for the
Christmas holidays
when I was taken
there recently, but I
did find the at-
mosphere quite
refreshing, the cows
wearing ribbons in-
stead of ear tags, and
the bull roaming hap-
pily in the paddock.

Normally the shop
is open Wednesday to
Saturday, from 10

a.m. to 1 p.m. and
from 3 — 5 p.m., and
on Sundays from 3 —
5 p.m. And if in doubt
one can always ring
Checkendon 681124
before setting out for
Path Hill.

ANOTHER

CAVERSHAM LOSS

Several people
have asked me to
comment on the fact
that Mr. and Mrs.
Moore are shortly giv-
ing up their shop in
Prospect Street, still
known to many as
Harry Ellis’s old shop.
When Harry gave up
four years ago to
move to France with
French-born wife,
Willian Moore and
Netta Hanlon Moore
(a family name)
agreed to take over
for a short while at
least and keep the
business of antiques,
upholstery etc., go-
ing. William knew a
little about it as he’d
been helping out
there for a short time
before the move. So
he and his wife quick-
ly settled in and kept
it the same friendly

place it was before
the change, a place
where customers
could browse in a
relaxed atmosphere.
But they were past
retirement age when
they took over, so
one could not expect
the shop to stay open
there for ever. They
had hoped to have
kept it on a little
longer, but illness, a
massive break-in and
other factors have
forced an earlier
closure and, alas, it
seems unlikely the
place will be taken
over as another anti-
que shop. Fortunate-
ly I'm told the
upholsterer is not giv-
ing up but will pro-
bably be working
from home, a fact
which will please
many of his very
satisfied customers,
so it is hoped we can
give definite details
at a later date. Let’s
hope the place
doesn’t become
another estate agent
or a take-away.
Meanwhile William
and Netta, who live

in Emmer Green, in-.

tend to remain in the
district. They have
both done their share
of wandering around.
These two very
friendly people met
and married — at St.
Anne's — after the
deaths of their
respective spouses —
somehow they
managed to get
engaged while on
holiday in Texas, in
the middle of a
caravan park.
William was 27 years
in the army, including
a short spell with the
Pay Corps at
Ranikhet Camp in
Tilehurst, which
many may remember,
and 15 years with
Telecom. Neither of
them are exactly local

yokels, William
originally coming
from Southern

Ireland and Netta
from Scotland. But
they really have
made their home here
and made many
friends who at least
will have the pleasure
of seeing them
around the district.
We wish them well in
their retirement.

BARBARA

LADIES' HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham,
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

HAND PAINTED CHINA
By LINDA CLARKE

Christening & Wedding Plates
Pet Portraits & Door Plaques

Tel: 481271 for details
Also CHINA PAINTING FOR FUN:-

ONE DAY WORKSHOPS g

TAX RETURNS

BASIC RATE PAYERS ..
HUSBAND & WIFE

. £79
FOR EACH RETURN £5 IS SENT TO CHRISTIAN AID OR CAFOD

Write for details to:
W. GROVE A.C.I.B., 18 ROSEHILL PARK
CAVERSHAM, RG4 8XE

17 YEARS EXPERIENCE. | DO NOT SELL
INVESTMENTS, INSURANCE, OR ACT AS AN AGENT

IMAGES OF
ENGLAND

Pam Chilvers, assisted
by Richard Line, will be
peforming works by
such composers as
Holst, Elgar, Vaughan
Williams and Delius at
The Oratory School,
Woodcote, on Satur-
day, 22nd February.
Caversham Bookshop
and Modern Music in
the Broad Street Mall
will be selling program-
mes and providing win-
dow displays for this
concert. Sonya
Delamere also has
some also has some
programmes. Reading
Central Library will be
holding a display two
weeks before the con-
cert on the second floor,
in the music section.

Readings from
Chaucers, Dickens,
Shakespeare and
William Blake, among
others, will be
presented by Sonya
Delamere. Martin Beek
has a collection of new
paintings of England,
notably several views of
the now famous ‘Bugs
Bottom’ and these will
be on dispaly and for
sale at the back of the
hall. Admission will be
programme only, and it
is advisable to book in
advance to avoid disap-
pointment. The concert
will include two of
Pam’s own composi-
tions: ‘Kites’ composed

for a friend’s wedding
in 1989, and ‘Clouds’,
also written in 1989, in-
spired by watching
cloud formations
through a sun-roof.
Sonya will also read
two short poems that
she wrote herself:
‘Fragrant Images’ and
‘The Balloon’.

It is hoped that the
Images series will con-
tinue to give an insight

into the dreams, fears
and inspirations of the
people of different
countries and cultures
portrayed by the com-
posers and writers
through the ages.

7.45 for 8.15
Admission by Pro-
gramme £5.50 Adults
£4.50 Children uner 16,
Senior Citizens.

The Oratory School
Woodcote

The Inner Wheel Club of Caversham

invites you to a concert by
THE PHOENIX CHOIR
on Saturday 21st March at 7.30pm
in St Peter's Church

Ticket &5 (to include a glass of wine)
obtainable from Mrs Vicki Mountford (472447)
or Mrs Doreen Bennett (473096)

PROCEEDS TO THE SUE RYDER HOME,
NETTLEBED

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471814.

The Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd.
Tel: 472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
478239,

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 26 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
Park Village. Tel. 4756152

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.

METHODIST

The Rev David Moody, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
The Rev Michael Holmes, 13 Carlton Road. Tel: 474138,

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418. >

Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
item,

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance
purposes.

The professional alternative to London
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THE ANGEL OF CAVERSHAM

Throughout the ages, in
every community, there
have always been Good
Samaritans. In Caver-
sham during the early
eighteen hundreds one
lady was so full of good
works that she was
named by local people
the Angel of Caver-
sham. She was, in fact,
Miss Elizabeth Deane.
Her home, close to the
old mill, was Deans
Farm, to which her
family gave their name,
the final ‘‘e'’ having
beome lost over the
years.

At the time when
Elizabeth lived there it
was simply known as
Caversham farm. A
member of the family is
mentioned in the Post
Office directory for
1842. Mr Thomas Deane
of Caversham farm is
listed as Guardian of the
Poor. However he was
not Elizabeth’s father,
for his name was
Robert. Perhaps it was a
brother of this kindly
young woman.

The Deanes were
already living in
Reading in the early fif-
teen hundreds and they
remained there for
three centuries. By 1606
they had become
wealthy clothiers own-
ing much land in the
town, and then accor-
ding to a granddaughter
of the Angel, in a letter
written not so long after
World War II, one of the
family lost nearly all his
fortune by supporting

the lost cause of Charles
the first. So poor did he
become that in his old
age he was forced ‘‘to
hawk vegetables around
in a donkey cart’’.

However, as often
happens the family once
more became pros-
perous, perhaps through
a successful marriage
(often a great help!) for
by 1785 a John Deane
was Mayor of Reading
and living in Castle
Street. Perhaps it was
he who eventually
bought Caversham
Farm from its previous
owners, the Benwells,
who were there as
early as 1723.

Probably the Deanes
had moved into the pro-
perty by the turn of the
eighteen hundreds as
one of them had mar-
ried into a Shiplake
family by then, accor-
ding to Mrs Climenson in
her History of Shiplake
(1894)

Gracious Home

In 1812 the Deanes
had a barge on the
Thames. No doubt they
were not solely in-
terested in farming and
one wonders if they in
fact owned the pulled
down weaving shed in
Prospect Street and us-
ed their barge for
transport of wool and
cloth as well as other
goods.

The farmyard with its
great outbuildings was a
large one and obviously
important and their old

Dean’s Farm cottage in 1943.

house made a gracious
home for the wealthy
family, with its lawns
reaching to the bank of
the Thames and flanked
by yew trees.

Only during the time
of the Crawshays at
Caversham Park did it
become part of the lands
of that estate. The
Crawshays very pro-
bably bought it from the
Deanes at some time. In
1910 its acreage was
around the four hun-
dred mark — a large
farm indeed — the farm-
yard bears witness to
this with its fine set of
outbuildings.

Sadly the interesting
old house is no longer
the grand residence it
was in days past and
much of the farm land
has now been excavated
for gravel and has
become a large expanse
of water, clearly visible
from Western Region’s
main line as you leave
for London by train.

In due course
Elizabeth Deane mar-
ried. Her husband was
the Reverend Joseph
Young who had a boys’
school in Reading. One
can imagine most of the
village turning up at the
church gate on her wed-

ding day to wish her
well, for she was ob-
viously dearly loved.
Her husband later
became Vicar  of
Heathfield in Sussex.

=liE=]

Elizabeth died some
time in the eighteen six-
ties and but for the let-
ter written by her
granddaughter, an old
lady in the nineteen-
fifties, which by chance
I was able to read,
perhaps the Angel of
Caversham would have
become completely
forgotten.

Harve you relired from work?
But wot from (Cife?

Y S

There may be some
who are still
mystified by the
name in the above
heading though the
organisation has
been mentioned
several times in this

newspaper.
The University of
the Third Age

started in France in
1972 and has been
active in Britain for
ten years and in
Reading for five.
Why ‘Third Age'?
After the first age
of childhood and
the second age of
work and family
and social respon-

1D Collinson cMpiil

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc.,
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

M.Ch.S.

sibility comes the
third age. To this
one fifth of the UK
population now
belongs and it may
last thirty years.
Much can be done
during this time to
make it one of fulfil-
ment and personal
development and it
is this the U.3A is
all about. There are
one hundred and
fifty local U.3As
throughout the UK
with some eighteen
thousand individual
members and new
groups are con-
stantly starting.
je== ===
s [f| e |

There is no need
to be intimidated by
the word ‘Universi-
ty'. Each U.3A is
completely in-
dividual as it relies
on the enthusiasms
of its own members
to start up groups

STUDENTS
OF THE
THIRD AGE.
READING

and provide pro-
moters for them.

=l==)]
(===

On the cultural
side the Reading
U.3A has groups for
Books, Classical
Music, Play
reading, Debating,
Decade of the
1930s, Esperanto,
Learning from Your
Dreams, Writers
and a Travel Discus-
sion Meeting. On
the physical side
there is Gentle Yoga
and Relaxation and
Swimming. Also
each month there is
a very well re-
searched walk of
about two hours en-
ding in Pub lunch.
To keep the brain ac-
tive Bridge and
Scrabble, also
periodical visits to
the theatre are
arranged.

As is obvious, the
range of activities is
very broad and it is

always up to
members to suggest
more. Members

come from all over
Reading but those
from Caversham
are fortunate as
most meetings take
place in the Retire-
ment Centre behind
Waitrose.

|exzm pl e |
=l (=]

If anyone is temp-
ted to join they
should contact
the Membership
Secretary Mrs Grace
McGregor Tel.
866037.

MS
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Ph one Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

FROX

For that special
occasion
Evening Gowns
and
Cocktail Wear

: HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

Teas & Suppers :

HONEYWOOD HOUSE | 110 0 cup of fess sound coee whic |

General Store

& Post Office
at Gormg Hea(h

ilels Checkendon 680200

browsing through our unique range of hand-made
gifis

A warm and friendly atmosphere to cater for your
every day needs and special treats
|

We are now stocking Couniry Delights
An exclusive range of scrumptious preserves and
pickles; also a wide range of speciality chocolates

We have now extended our supper evenings to Friday
and Saturday. We can offer either a candle and
firelight intimate supper or a relaxed fun atmosphere
Jor your private parties
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JENNINGS

of Caversham

Branches at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN

Tel: Reading 474087

Catering Division

26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

HA

Emmer Green *

Dictures ¢

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE 0734 461336

VE NOW TAKEN OVER
THE RUNNING OF

Joatsces

FLORISTS

13 Milestone Way Precinct
Reading - RG4 8XW
Tel (0734) 461070

]

MW ooldridge

0734 482584

DOM

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

HEATING, PLUMBING

& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE
SPECIALISING IN

ESTIC WORK

Caversham
Ladies Club

It was Christmas Party
time once again; Mrs
Harwood, the Chair-
man opened the
meeting with warm
welcome to the
members, and thanked
everyone who again
had beer: so generous
with their gifts, and she
hoped they would all
enjoy themselves.
Before continuing with
Club business Mrs
Harwood said she had
sad news to give out.
Mrs Greenway had
passed away very sud-
denly; she had been a
lively and happy per-
son and would be sad-
ly missed. A minute’s
silence was held to her

memory by the
members.
Mrs Harwood

reminded members
that the coach for their
Christmas lunch at
Chiltern Chase would
be leaving at 12.30am
from the usual place in
Hemdean Road.

By now the tables
were looking very gay
and tempting with
decorations and lots of
goodies, and after sing-
ing Christmas carols,
Mrs Harwood said
grace and members
started their party, be-
ing waited on by the
Committee, the usual
procedure at Club par-
ties. The centre piece,
the Christmas cake,

The Entertaining Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

had once again been
iced and decorated by
the artistic hands of
Mrs Queenie Strong.

All too soon it was

time to close this last’

meting of 1991 so,
amidst lots of
Christmas greetings be-
ing passed around,
members  received a
Christmas card with a
small gift before wen-
ding their way home
after a very enjoyable
afternoon.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

The Ladies of the
Emmer Green

Townswomen'’s Guild -

held the last meeting of
the year in December.
They were entertained
by seven members of
the Sainsbury Singers,
who provided a varied
programme with songs
from the shows in-
terspersed with some
old standards. “We are
the Bold Gendarmes"’
and “We're a Couple of
Swells” provided a lit-
tle comedy and they
finished with an old
favourite  ““White
Christmas’’. The
singers were accom-
panied by their own
pianist. A vote of
thanks was given by
Marion Cooper.

The ramblers section
had two winter walks
and twenty-one
members of the Arts
and Crafts section at-
tended a dried flower
and jewellery
demonstration.

A raffle was held and
raised over £24 for
Retts Syndrome.

The chairman ended
the meeting by
wishing everyone a
Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

Caversham's
Pop In Centre

Did you know that
every Tuesday and
Thursday morning,
between 10 am and 12
noon, for 15p you can
have tea or coffee with
biscuits, and relax after
doing the shopping?
Where? On the first
floor of Church House,
above Norman Kent &
Son (the tailors) which
is opposite the mini
roundaboutat the bot-
tom of Prospect Street.

This is Caversham’s
Pop In Centre which
was first opened in
1984 — Doreen Ben-
nett, whose original
idea its was, is still one
of the helpers, and to-
day there is a rota of
thirty ladies who take
turns to provide the
amenity. The present

‘FERNBRURE Fomm

P

Enjoying coffee and a chat at the Pop-In Centre.

day organisers are Judy

Dooley and Viv
Kennedy.

Why not avail
yourself of that

refreshing cup of tea or
coffee next time you
shop in Caversham on
a Tuesday or Thursday
morning?

Perhaps you could
spare one Tuesday or
Thursday  morning
each month to help at
the Pop In? If so Viv
Kennedy would be
delighted to hear from
you on Reading
474836.

Caversham
Afternoon

Townswomen's
Guild

The speaker for the
December meeting
was Mrs E. Kershaw on
the subject of canine
behaviour. She said
owners should train
their dogs from the age
of seven weeks and try
to understand them.
They need regular ex-
ercise, grooming, and
attention. If animals
have an aggressive
behaviour the owners
are usually to blame.

The Guild
celebrated their thir-
tieth year birthday
lunch in November at
the Technical College.
An excellent meal was
enjoyed by all. They
also had a party in the
hall in December
before breaking up for
Christmas. This year,
for a change, and to
give the Committee a
break, the members
supplied the tea.
However, the Commit-
tee did the rest, some
members putting on an
excellent play, organis-

ed by Mrs B. King, and
one member made the
birthday cake, which
was iced by the Chair-
man. Each member
was given a gift, nice-
ly wrapped by Mrs E.
Manning, to take
home. An enjoyable
time to end the year
was had by everybody.

The next meeting is
in the New Year, and
new members are
welcomed. Meetings
are on the third Thurs-
day in each month in
Church House,
Caversham.

Caversham
Community
Association

The December
meetings commenced
with a social evening
on the 2nd of the
month. Evelyn Cook
was busy at the Near-
ly New stall on behalf
of the members, sell-
ing their unwanted
goods. A small percen-
tage of the sales is
given to club funds.

On the 9th
December the
members gathered for
a carol evening, when
they were given the
opportunity to choose
their favourite carols to
sing. St. Peter’s Wives
Group was invited to

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1992

the club to join in with
the carol singing. Dur-
ing the meeting club
members gave
readings — including
excerpts from Dickens’
‘Christmas Carol’ and
descriptions of
Christmas customs in
earlier days. Susan
Oliphant, from St

—E.S. Archer
Peter’s, played the
recorder and another
visitor gave a reading.
Nancy Nelhams was
the accompanist at the
piano for the carol

singing.
The Christmas party
held on the 16th

December was en-
joyed by all who at-
tended. A good meal

" of pork pie, ham, bak-

ed potatoes in their
jackets and salad,
followed by delicious
trifles was. partaken.
Later in the evening
Christmas cake, made

Doreen
Meadowcroft, was
handed round with
wine or soft drinks.
The entertainment was
provided by the Enter-
prise Two concert par-
ty, managed and pro-
duced by Lynne
Davies, with Peggy
Farry at the piano.
Everyone enjoyed the
show with the ex-
cellent singers, lovely
costumes and the

to page 11
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882
for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK
including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,
etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231
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KNOWING THE BIRDS

Many species of birds
world-wide, have
become extinct or are
on the ‘‘Endangered
List'". This vulnerability
is very largely due to
mankind's lack of
understanding  and
perception, which has
resulted in a direct
abuse of his envirion-
ment. It is tragic that so
many of God's creatures
should have been
threatened and
destroyed in this way.

Those of us with even
a mild interest in
wildlife are likely to be
sympathetic towards its
safe-keeping, and
anyone with an interest
in birds, would do well
to pursue their
knowledge a little
further.

The annual slaughter
in Europe of many
millions of migrating
birds, both large and
small, just for ‘‘Sport’’,
is nothing short of hor-
rendous, and is proof
enough, that nature
needs all the help and
protection that we can
afford it.

A good introduction
towards a better
understanding of birds
is to join Bird-Society.

The Reading Or-
nithological Club
welcomes anyone of any
age, no matter what
their experience or lack
of it, may be.

Since its inception in
the late 1940’'s, it has
maintained a very high
level of illustrated talks
and films, sometimes by
radio and television per-
sonalities. Its President
for many years, has
been the well-
respected, Robert
Gillmor, an Interna-
tional Bird Artist of con-
siderable repute.
Meetings are held fort-
nightly, at the Reading
University's
Whiteknights Campus in
Shinfield Road, and
Outings are regularly
organised to local and
more distant areas, well-
known for their bird-
watching potential.

As with any Natural
Science, a good Field
Guide to hand, is always
a helpful asset, even for
the garden Bird-

watcher, who often has
an excellent opportuni-
ty to see colour and
plumage details at close
quarters.

Once skill has been ac-
quired in this way, one
is instantly, able to spot,
“A little bird like a
Chaffinch, but with an
Orange chest and a
White rump’’, which
was, “‘On the bird-table
with a Chaffinch''! That
fortunate observer had,
one winter, in Caver-
sham, witnessed the
most common British
bird alongside a far less
common visitor from
the Arctic, a Brambling.

At the time, he did not
know what, ‘‘The
Other'' bird was, but by
having committed its
details to paper, rather
than relying on his
memory, accurate iden-
tification was later
established.

But for his expert
identification of the
Chaffinch, he may so
easily have overlooked
the exciting Brambling!
‘‘Scoops Owl”’

from page 10

happy Christmas at-
mosphere. The com-

aa

Pre-Christmas celebrations at Mander Court

Yighs -
ﬁ\,’f«:'
s

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care
A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING
BERKS,
RG1 6ND

petition for a home-
made Christmas party
hat, was won by
Margaret Payne, with
Evelyn Cook in second
place. At the end of the
evening George Feast,
the Vice-Chairman,
thanked everyone who
had arranged the tables
for supper so attractive-
ly and put up the
decorations in the club

—E.S. Archer

room, the committee
and members who had
helped with the meal
and the concert party
for their entertainment.
The members obvious-
ly appreciated the ef-
forts of all concerned
and agreed that the
party had been very
successful. Everyone
then departed
homeward and looked
forward to meeting
again in the New Year.

Rosehill W.I.

The December
meeting was very
much a Christmas one,
with separate tables
decorated with a dried
flower arrangement.
The usual monthly
business was curtailed

THANKS TO
BIMB

Presentation to Ernest Jackson at Maple-

durham Hall by local residents.

Twenty-eight years
ago the area of Caver-
sham Heights which
includes Woodcote
Road, The Mount and
Highmoor Road had a
new dairyman. He
was Mr Jackson; but
it was not long before
he gained an affec-
tionate place in the
hearts of his
customers and was
soon known as Bim or
Bimbo.

Putting the milk on
the doorstep six days
a week at 4.30 in the
morning in all
weathers, especially
in the bitter cold of
winter, dealing with a
variety of produce as
well as dairy pro-
ducts, collecting the
money in at the end
of a busy week and
balancing the books,
made Bim's work
something that most
of us would prefer
not to do. Yet he did
it with the cheeriest
of smiles and never
had a day’s absence
except for annual
holidays.

Photo provided by Peter Bean
No wonder about

sixty of his friends
gathered together on

Monday evening,
December 30th at the
Pavilion in

Mapledurham Playing
Fields to give Bim a
farewell party and
thank him for all the
he had done for them
over the years.
Among those present
was a representative
from Clifford’s
Diaries. As a token of
their great regard for
him Bim was
presented with a che-
que and a book sign-
ed by many of his

friends, including
kisses from the
children.

Bim — you will be
remembered for
many years to come
in this patch of
Caversham. We wish
you the very best of
good fortune in the
years ahead and hope
we shall often see you
around.

MK

and members were
entertained by two
ladies, asingerand her
accompanist,  Mrs
Lavender and Mrs
Stephenson,  with
popular songs.
Everybody joined in
with carols. There was
a full sales table with
cakes, novelties,
flower arrangements,
etc.

Tea was then served
by the committee, with
cakes, sandwiches and
Christmas cake, made
and iced by Mrs
Roberts. Members had
put a small present in-
to a basket on entering
the hall and chose one
during teatime for
themselves.

The competition was
for “The best wrapped
Christmas Gift"” and

was won by Mrs
Gilmartin, 2nd Mrs J.
Martin, 3rd Mrs
Roberts.

/
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John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

ST v

i !
B YSTETW: BT W RV IETH Ry

Large range of patterns to choose from

Gerard F Shields
Retail Greengrocer
and supplier of Health Foods

The Salad Bowl

7 Milestone Way
Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8XM
Tel: (0734) 473770

GE3:COPEREY ¥

The Market Garden,
Goring Heath.
Not only
FRUIT & VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME LOT MORE
Tuesday to Saturday 9-1, 2-5
Sunday 9.30-Noon
Tel: (0491) 681541

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For All Electrical Requirements

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

= ENE

APPROVED CONTRACTOR

Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road

Telephone
Reading
479642




Pag:

e 12

ADVERTISERS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS |

gJ BUILDERSS:, £)

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -
Property Maintenance - Patios
Intemal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

DARREN SMITH
Tel (0734) 475998

or 0860 863055

M. J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE
FIXING BY OUR OWN

FIXING EXPERTS
M47E
Caversham i

0734 478853/479163 ==

FHEE
55 Donkin Hill ‘gzéixss
/?/(,,VG '3
Reading RG4 ODG\

TYPING SERVICE

-

FROM C.V’S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES
(0734) 484050

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:

481929

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1992

GENERAL BUILDER

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
also Roofing, Plastering and Carpentry,
Painting and Decorating
FOR FREE QUOTATION

Phone Reading (0734) 470971

I STITCHIN’ TIME

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

i
IALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
| BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106
NEW AUTUMN/WINTER STOCK,

1

f

1

1

I
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON

PRINTS NOW IN STOCK. :

i

I

l

1

HABERDASHERY,

Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

Carpenter & Joiner

EETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

@AVERSHAM

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken
REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276
ANY TIME

QUALIFIED

RIEEINE>XX@IE@IGIS ik

Mark Chuter M.A.R

FREE CONSULTATIONS 22 Field View
HOME VISITS Caversham

Reading
0734 477192 RG4 OHB

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

B fiuruafie
/
Silk and Dried Flower Arrangements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

KAY CLIFFE
NOW

FABRI KATE
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER
For Free Quotation

Phone “BAJJER ARTS”
Broadway House

0628 781883

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx

half normal fares. Tested and registered

by Reading Council. Weddings, Airports,
Long journeys a speciality.

Advance booking taken evenings
READING 470690

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

BRITTANY
COUNTRY COTTAGE

Sleeps 6, Large Living
Room and Kitchen, All
Mod Cons, Sandy
Beaches 20 Minutes
Drive, 1% hours drive
west of St Malo.

Tel. 477525

GARDENING
SERVICE

LAWNS, HEDGING, FENCING,
PAVING, ROTAVATING,
GARDEN CLEARANCES ETC.

REGULAR & ONE OFF JOBS
STEVE CHUMBLEY
Tel: 0734 475865

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES
6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308
Sales and Services Always large stock
Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS
By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS

BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK

To order, book or view

Reading 478607

EXETER

Devon
Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment, fully fur-
nished, available for lettings.
Situated on banks of River Exe,
within short distance of Cathedral |
and town centre.

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall

Tel. 475661

CRAWFORD
&
LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

® Extensions & Alterations ®
® Refurbishments ®
® Repairs & Renewals @

® Drawings & Planning Applications
Arranged @

For Personal Attention: :

Telephone: 0734 475773

ARTHUR
BUTLER || TOMALIN& SON
(Peppard) (N.A.F.D.)
N.A.F.D. Funeral
FUNERAL Directors
DIRECTORS 48 New Street
Telephone Henley-on-Thames
(0491) Telephone 3370
573370 DAY AND NIGHT
FIRE R e J R. McCARDLE
A. F. JONES e
MASTER MASTER MASONS
MASONS , e
Fine Memorials in
Craftsmen in Stone Marble, Stone and
Granite
BEDFORD RD Restoration and all
READING st
T‘;l;;’ 51'307" i READING 262362




