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THE LONGEST NIGHT

It seems that everyone has a story about the snow that fell on 21
December (the longest night) last year. At Caversham Heights Methodist
Church, we too had an exciting time.

Early in the evening, my doorbell rang, and a very public-spirited
neighbour asked if I knew that a number of motorists were stranded on the
main road in their cars and trucks, and wondered whether we could open
the church hall and offer hot drinks? While she went off to tell shivering
drivers we were opening up, I phoned several church members who live
nearby, and in a short space of time, we were offering warm shelter, hot
drinks and most importantly,
loos!

Many cars, vans and lorries,
including big trucks, were
straddling St. Peter’s Hill and
Woodcote Road, and soon we
had dozens of people, old and
young (plus a couple of dogs)
thawing out. Amazingly, the
word got out very quickly, and a
number of local residents (not
necessarily connected with our
church), appeared at the hall,
offering help, food, bedding and
accommodation, and so as the
evening wore on, we were able
to provide soup and sandwiches.
Woodcote Way Stores kindly
stayed open long enough for us
to stock up on some items. (One
local resident generously paid
for these.) When it became clear
that those travellers not within
walking distance of home,
would have to spend the night in Caversham, some folk were taken to
local homes, and the rest slept at the church. Several valiant volunteers
stayed up all or most of the night (thank you, Sarah & Steve, and Adam!),
and in the morning, we offered a simple breakfast of toast and tea.

A BBC TV reporter appeared early on, and later, we were phoned by
Radio Berkshire, the Reading Chronicle, the Reading Post and Rob Wilson

10.45am Tuesday by the church.

Woodcote Road
early on
Tuesday
morning

Photos:

J Dowding

MP. A few drivers decided to leave their cars and try the train. A police
officer eventually appeared, but when there was still no sign of the road
being cleared, some of the truckers knocked on doors, borrowed shovels,
and began clearing the road. Meanwhile, some new drivers had arrived,
having left the Oxford area that morning, unaware that the road was
blocked.

We continued to benefit from the help and support of the Caversham
community - for example, some bacon sandwiches turned up in the
morning; someone brought in a flask of hot chocolate; and folks walked

= down to Waitrose to buy supplies
and received a donation of tea
bags from the store.

By midday on 22nd, all of our
temporary visitors had gone, but
not before some of the truckers
had generously taken up a
collection in gratitude.

If you are one of the people
who very kindly offered or gave
help, food or bedding that night,
we are deeply grateful for your
generosity. If you need
reimbursement for your
expenses, please contact me.
Any surplus money from the
collection will be divided
between Shelter and Action for
Children. If you lent bedding or
a shovel, we still have a few
items left in the church hall!
Please ring (0118) 9470040 to
arrange collection.

Once again, a big thank you to
all those generous people who showed community spirit that night. When
giving us the collected money, one of the truckers made a little speech. He
said, “We thought Caversham people were all posh. We truckers are seen
as the scum of the earth, but you’ve treated us with respect and kindness.
Thank you.”

K. Macrae

(Rev) Jenny Dowding

Peace Light comes to Caversham
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

Revd Derck Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.

Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

Revd Alveen Thoresen, 25 Ilkley Road, Caversham,
RG4 7BD. Tel: 946 4786

Revd Keith Knee-Robinson, 8 Hewett Close,
Caversham, RG4 7ER Tel: 947 7868

Revd Dan Tyndall, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham. Tel: 0118 947 9505

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

Heather Wilson, 15 Northbrook Road, Caversham
Park. Tel: 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 947 2223
Deacon Becky Bawden, 1 Forge Close, Caversham RG4
8BG. Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Paul Rhodes. Tel: 954 5353

GRACE CHURCH (formerly Caversham Hill
Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Giles Goward, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon Mike Walker, Tel: 07786 836146

Fr Christopher Bester, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning
Common. Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 945 3849 (contact)

PARISH OFFICES

ST BARNABAS
st. Barnabas Centre Parish Office
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

ST PETER’S

Church House, Caversham

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30am-12 30pm

Tel: 947 1703 Email: parishoffice@stpetercaversham idps co.uk

THE

“POP-IN” CENTRE
IN CHURCH HOUSE

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays

10am to 12 noon

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company

&R

CAVERSHAM
GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Office — Church House,
Church Street, Caversham

Monday — Friday, 9.30 am — 11.30 am.
ARE YOU -
A GOOD NEIGHBOUR? @
DO YOU DRIVE?
Can YOU spare a few hours a week,
or a month, to help a neighbour?

WE
Provide transport for essential journeys
for the elderly and handicapped.
Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and / or housebound
WE

Need YOUR HELP to do this.

Please contact us if you are able to help
0118 9483466

TALKING POINT
by

John Madeley

Where is God in all these*
disasters?

An earthquake in Indonesia, a tsunami affecting Samoa and Tonga,
a typhoon hitting Philippines, Vietham and Cambodia, devastating
flooding in South India, severe drought in Kenya and Ethiopia.
Hundreds of people dead, tens of thousands displaced. Suffering on
a massive scale. It all happened in a week in late September last year.
What is going on? Where is God in all these disasters? Why doesn’t
God intervene to stop them?

These are fair questions. The meaning of suffering is difficult for us
to answer, but what we do know is that God gives a free will. In that
sense God is vulnerable to our choices. If we choose to exercise that
free will in a way that is damaging for others, and for ourselves, God
does not stop us. God gives us freedom, to choose the right or the
wrong path. If we choose the wrong path, it will grieve God’s heart, but
God does not stop us, does not act like some giant policeman in the
sky.

God the Son died on the cross 2000 years ago because people
decided he should die. They exercised their free will. God did not stop
them. The world is not God’s puppet theatre. God guides us to use our
free will in accordance with his will for us. But if we ignore it, if we turn
away from God, if we abuse natural resources, then consequences
may follow.

We should stop calling disasters “natural disasters”. Severe floods
and droughts, hurricanes, typhoons and cyclones are occurring at
twice the rate of 40 years ago. They are not as natural as they seem,
they are more related to the way we live than they appear. Disasters
are increasingly related to climate change, to emissions of carbon, to
the world’s heavy use of energy.  And that includes our use of energy.

A few years ago, Christian Aid published a report entitled “Unnatural
Disasters”. It said that rich nations such as Britain were condemning
poor countries to an “ever increasing number of overwhelming
humanitarian catastrophes”. Climate-related disasters, which Kill
thousands of people and cost millions in terms of providing aid to
stricken populations, are man-made and should no longer be termed
natural disasters, it said. But what about earthquakes? 98% of people
who die in earthquakes die not because of the earthquake itself, but
because buildings collapse on them. They are related to poverty. On
tsunamis, we know from the 2004 tsunami that where nature's barriers
were intact - mangrove forests along coast lines for example - there
was far less damage. New tourist hotels, shrimp farms etc had caused
many of these barriers to be removed.

Where is God is these disasters? God is with those who suffer. And
God is with us, calling us to be more responsible stewards of the
beautiful world he created.

What can we do? At the very least we can support the 10/10
Initiative - cut our emissions of carbon, our use of electricity, gas, oil,
by 10% by the end of 2010. Cutting our emissions is vital if our
children, our grandchildren are to have a future. It's vital if children,
women and men in poor countries are to have a present. Where is
God in all this? God is working in us.

John Madeley has been writing about disaster related events for

some 30 years.
*This was written before the earthquake in Haiti.
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill

8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s, Gosbrook Road

10.00am Parish Eucharist
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)

First Sunday, Family Bucharist
11.30am The Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP

Meeting at Caversham Park School

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

10.30am South Street
345pm Hymn Café (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Usually at 191 Kidmore Road

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Gosbrook Road
10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican, Roman
Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and Mapledurham for
the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Eric Chappell, Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,
Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Rhona Flower, Mrs Pat Williams.

clo Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX Tel:
947 1703. Email: parishoffice@stp ham.idps.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren
Avenue, Caversham RG4 7EB Tel: 947 6958.
Email: Alanwright77 @aol.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr M. Staunton, 23 Albert Fioad,
Caversham, RG4 7AN. Tel: 947 2389.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mrs Marjorie Tillman, 30 Cardinal Close,
Caversham, Tel 947 5711.

COMPANY SECRETARY: Mrs Catharine Sharman, 12 Sheepwalk,
Caversham RG4 8

COMPANY TREASURER; Mrs J Belcher, 33 The Ridgeway,
Caversham RG4 8NX. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore, 8 Springfield
Mews, Surley Row, Caversham RG4 7QA. Tel: 947 3713
The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers' notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset by Caversham Print & Design, 2a Randolph Road,
Reading RG1 8EG

Tel: 0118 939 1981 Fax: 0118 959 8090

E-mail; splat@cavershamprint.co.uk

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Lt, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.
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Caversham residents help bring the Peace
Light to the UK

In December the Peace Light was taken by an
Austrian child from Bethlehem to Vienna where it
was shared at an ecumenical service for distribution
around Europe and beyond. Members of Scoute de
France carried it to Béthune in Northern France
where they were joined by UK Scout members at an
ecumenical service to accept the special symbol
which they then ferried to Dover. On 14 December
the main service of distribution took place at St
Paul’s RC Church in Dover and from there the light
was taken across the UK.

Caversham residents Margaret and Richard Ellison,
who had taken part in the service at Béthune,
brought the light to Caversham where it was
distributed to many local churches, including St
Barnabas, St John’s, St Peter’s and Caversham
Heights Methodist.

originally started by the Austrian Broadcasting
Authority, being part of a charitable relief mission for
handicapped children and people in need both in
Austria and abroad. The light comes from Bethlehem
because it is a city which has special significance for
Moslems, Jews and Christians of all denominations.
The aim of the campaign is to bring the light and
peace message to as many people as possible to
encourage everyone, especially Scouts and Guides,
actively to create peace in their environment. The
Austrian Scout movement became involved when
they were invited to be the couriers of the light when
it reached Austria, in the hope that they could spread
the light through Europe. In 1996 the UK Scouts and
Guides were invited to accept the light. This
challenge was accepted by the Deep Sea Scout
Fellowship about whom Margaret Ellison can
provide information (e-mail ellisonm@waitrose.com)
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Lighting candle with Peace Light at Civic Service

The Peace Light from Bethlehem campaign was

CORRESPONDENCE

| was interested to read the article about hops in the last issue. | lived in the Malvern area as
a teenager surrounded by hop fields so my memory is of driving past high hedges grown to
protect the emerging shoots from late frosts. By September these shoots which had been trained
up the poles in rows, formed huge green: canopies high above one'’s head. One September |
worked in the drying kilns in a local farm which grew hops for the Guinness Dublin brewery, a
hot, dusty and smelly experience. Luckily | did not mind the pungent smell, and being indoors
avoided the frequent September showers. In addition to beer drinking, | have continued my
relationship with hops by collecting Edwardian postcards of hop pickers.

One aspect the article omitted is that hop shoots can be used as food for those of you keen
on hedgerow foraging. Admittedly the result is more of a snack than a significant part of one’s
“five portions a day” as these shoots are very small in diameter. Therefore | am not going to
divulge my local source of hedgerow hops. Despite meagre returns from forage the result is
worth it as the cooked young shoots could be mistaken for asparagus in a blind tasting. The
recipe to prepare hop shoots is as follows:

Pick young shoots before May. Each shoot should be about 20 cm (8 inches) long from the
growing tip and not include any leaves. Plunge shoots briefly into boiling water to blanch, drain
and immediately eat. Serve with melted butter and season with salt and pepper as an
accompaniment to a main dish.

Yours Sincerely

Francis Serjeant

W

A ALEX LOVVTH
CAVERSHAM HEATH Gardening & Design
TUESD;;% CSL\;E CIAL Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?
SELOE Onf:sco%urse e Reliable Gardening Service:

« One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

“Specialist herb nursery centered on a picturessque 185th
MORNING COFFEE ~AFTERNOON TEAS century barn in a traditional rural setting”
HOME COOKED MEALS ~BEAUTIFUL VIEWS * Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
BARN GIFT SHOP

THE SAXON MAZE

DISPLAY GARDENS

Open to the general public 7 days a week DAISY’S COFFEE SHOP

Full menu available 9am - 4pm
Enquiries: 0118 947 8600
Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

« Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NJ
Tel: 0118 972 4220 Daisy’s = 0118 972 3652
Open 7 days a week 10am to §pm

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

Large Showroom of Quality,
Individual Kitchens

Plermont"‘m"‘

+ Complete installation service v
- Open 6 days a week v/
+ Easy to find, parking v
- Design & planning v/
+ Service second 1o none v
+ 600 door options — Yes 600 v

- Huge choice of appliances v
+ Management of all
Ancilliary work undertaken v
« Laminate, Granite & Corian Worktops v
OPEN
Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Sat 9am-4pm

Established 20 years 8

Everything you will ever need under one roof, the
most comprehensive range of designs available!
Come and visit our showroom to see our fresh,
innovative designs. )
www.PiermontKitchens.co.uk

emall: co.uk

3553157 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM RG4 8ED

I: READING 0118 946 4665
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Peter Robins
Local Builders, Maintenance, Repairs
30 years experience: Fully insured
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits
Internal/external alterations
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Garden Walls, Fencing, Patios
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

n 2
web desigr@ 'EG rrison

Attractive
Affordable
Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.

0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

PROBLEMS?
WHY NOT LET

NIMBLE FINGERS
SORT OUT YOUR
ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
TO YOUR FAVOURITE CLOTHES
CALL MAUREEN AFTER 6PM
0118 947 0212

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham

Reading RG4 7NG 07967 642260

K%W W\
INTERIOR AND

EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist

Coving & Dado Rails Fitted

Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment

Private & Commercial

Insurance Work Welcome

Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

le' Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,

ETRTR T T TR

Reading RG4 7HR

From the Lookout Post

The pre-Christmas winter storm - the good, the

bad and the ugly

I spring to defend the borough council on the fact that
they were not able to deal robustly with the pre-
Christmas snow and ice. Thirty years of experience in a
snow laden area leads me to conclude that measures,
such as gritting, need to be taken before conditions
deteriorate, and while the gritting lorries can travel. My
careful attention to the forecast noted that there was no
adequate severe weather warning, in spite of the fortune
that has been spent on the met office’s new computers!

That said, the treacherous conditions brought out the
best in Caversham folk to assist those in difficulties.
There were outstanding undertakings, such as the
Caversham Heights Methodist Church providing
refreshment and accommodation for those that were
stranded. Additionally, many ordinary folk gave warm
drinks to passing and indeed stationary strangers, and
invited them to use their toilets. Tribute should be paid
to RBC and Reading Buses staff, who persevered in
getting to work and took on duties that were not part of
the normal remit, such as digging out the buses.

Royal Berkshire Hospital staff also made their marked
contribution. Approximately 675 fractures were tended
in a three-day period, more than double the normal
load. The question is, how many of these fractures could
have been avoided if the roads and pavements had been
dealt with by timely gritting and snow clearance? And
in a cost/benefit analysis it has to be recognised that
some fractures are not straight forward, involving
complicated medical procedures and long recoveries.

That is the good and the bad, what was the ugly
dimension to the storm? That has to go to the mean
spirited individuals and firms that clamped and/or
levied penalties on vehicles which could not be moved
any further. Many excuses for this severe enforcement of
parking restrictions have been offered, such as private
parking spaces being blocked for their normal user, but
none of them are convincing. Drivers took either a
responsible decision to park up, reducing the chance of
an accident, or the decision was made for them by their
vehicle not being drivable, or their way blocked.
Penalising them should not even have been
contemplated.

Thames Valley police and Neighbourhood
Action Groups (NAGs)

For three years there have been two NAGs in
Caversham working with the police and other
organisations to identify priority problems and the
action needed to address them. The NAGS are in the
process of consulting on their roles, including surveys
and public open meetings. Meetings for North and West
Caversham have slowly faded away and action is
needed to bring new life and to reflect the current

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 2010

concerns for that area. A separate article and notice, on
page 5, by Caversham Inspector Penny McKenzie gives
further information. Please do voice your concerns at
the north and west Caversham NAG meeting on
Tuesday 9 February 2010 from 6pm to 8pm at
Highdown school hall.

Reading Mayor's St George's Day dinner

Caversham Councillor, Mayor Fred Pugh, is holding a
St George's Day Dinner, on Friday 23 April 2010, with
event profits going to his charities of Diabetes UK and
Sue Ryder Care. This will be one of the final events of
his mayoral year. It has been rewarding to follow the
wide range of events supported by Councillor and Mrs
Pugh.

The evening starts with a champagne canapé
reception, and is followed by a five course dinner. The
evening, at the new Hilton hotel, includes table gifts,
dancing to Supper Club jazz band, table magicians and
a disco. Tickets are on sale individually at £60 per head,
or tables of 10 at £550. If you wish to support this
initiative please ring 0118 939 0071 (or email

sandie.bonner@reading.gov.uk) to obtain  more
information or make your reservations.

Bridge Street corner with Church Road

This corner of land, so prominent as you enter and
leave Caversham, has been looking increasing
dilapidated and uncared for. Concern has been
expressed by local businesses, by the Friends of
Caversham Court and by CADRA. If you would like to
add particular concerns or can help in any way, both
FOCC and CADRA would be pleased to hear from you.

Reading Transport plans

The current Local Transport Plan lasts until April
2011 and by that time a new plan, Local Transport Plan
3, must be in place for the following five years. This
should set out the objectives, policies and schemes for
the area and must follow new guidlines issued in July
2009 by the Department of Transport. There will be a
number of consultations on work leading to the new
plan during 2010. We are told there should be more

information on www.reading-travelinfo.co.uk.

Development sites in the locality

The final report on sites in Reading was considered by
the full council last month so look out for reports. There
is  information via the CADRA  website,
www.cadra.org.uk. The timetable being followed by
South Oxfordshire District Council is slightly different.
Their broad strategy does not favour development on
the Reading border but proposals.from a number of
landowners have yet t6 be considered and we are
expecting a further consultation.

4 iumsh- Print
il A 9a Randolph Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 8EB
Telephone 0118 939 1981 « Fax; 0118 959 8090
Email: splat@cavershamprint.co.uk
The complete package from Design to
4 colour printing
Brochures e Booklets
» Programmes e Stationery

Digital and Volume Copying

SOLUTIONS

Banners e Signs for Shop fronts e
» Estate Agents ¢ Vans
» A-Boards
If you need signs or banners for anything please bhone

0118 959 8090

Computer Problems?

Whatever the problem, let us help J
you get the best from your computer. ({

Competitive rate, no fix no fee.

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decoraling inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly

Get in touch. - .
o Bicycle Repairs The local firm with the international
Tel: 0118 948 3257 reputation — Est. 1901
Mobk:e?m; 462068 Ring Jerry e ;
mark@magicmonkey.:
i S 0774 695 9463 PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AUCTIONEERS ° VALUERS °
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

At Reading Market

Gill Madeley naHor.

Garden Design & Maintenance

« Garden Design
+ Maintenance
- Seasonal Clearance

* Planting
* Advice

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
1.0118 947 1178 m, 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
VALUATIONS FOR ALL

PURPOSES

FREE VERBAL VALUATIONS & HOUSE
VISITS
FREE VALUATIONS AT OUR OFFICE
ON
MONDAY AFTERNOONS 2 — 4 pm
PLEASE CALL US — WE WOULD BE
DELIGHTED TO HELP
ALL INFO, CATALOGUES & RESULTS ON THE
WEBSITE
31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG| 7HU Fax: +44 (0)118 950 5896

Website: www.tsauction.couk  Email; ln(o@(hlmblcby-shorl:u|d co.uk
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Meeting to revive the NAG in Upper Caversham

Neighbourhood policing aims to increase communities’ levels of confidence in policing via
the setting up of locally focused teams of police officers and police community support officers
(PCSO's). The local team works together with special constables, local authority wardens and
staff, as well as volunteers in partnership with local communities.

Across the country, over 3,600 Neighbourhood Policing teams have been set up, with around
13,500 police officers and over 16,000 PCSOs deployed and working to deliver the new
approach.

Central to Nelghbourhood Policing in the Thames Valley is the Neighbourhood Action
Group, or NAG. The NAG is a ‘multi-agency problem-solving group consisting of relevant
partner agencies, key stakeholders but most importantly members of the local
community...brought together to plan and action the main concerns identified by the local
community.’

Over 200 NAGs are now in place across the TVP area, typically meeting once every six to
eight weeks to tackle those issues highlighted as priorities in each area.

Despite the initial enthusiasm generated following a public meeting held at St Andrews Hall,
the Upper Caversham NAG has slowly dissolved. Although I optimistically assumed this was
because there weren’t any issues concerning the residents in Caversham Heights,
Mapledurham, Emmer Green or Caversham Park Village, recent surveys completed by local
residents have indicated otherwise.

Three areas of concern have leapt out as being the top three; road traffic issues (particularly
speeding and cycling on the footpath), burglary and environmental issues (particularly litter,
lighting and noise).

A public meeting will be held to discuss these issues to ensure they are those causing the SURVEYS AND
most concern in order that the NAG can tackle them during 2010. VALUATIONS

Hemdean House School
We could be the answer for your child

Small Classes Qutstanding Pastoral Care

Excellent Resuits Experienced Teachers

After School Care Reasonable Fees

Holiday Care Unique Family Atmosphere

Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 75D, Tel: 0118 8472580, e-mail:
office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk, web-site: www hemdeanhouse so.uk

It is important that as many local residents attend the meeting as possible being the only ones Mark

that really know what needs to be done to make the neighbourhood safer and better. Hutchings N Tarrant & Son
I hope to see you all on Tuesday 9th Chartered Surveyor
. : . February 2010 at 6pm at Highdown School g Pl i
L Residential and umbing and Heating
Singing for the Brain  syey row. el

A requiem service featuring music composed If you haven't completed a survey and Vg‘de area covered : ) p
by organist and choirmaster Len David will be cannot make the meeting but wish your views 89879727 e Plumbing repairs and ﬁttmg :
held at St John the Baptist Church, St John's to be considered, please e-mail me at * Bathroom design and installation
Road, Caversham on Saturday 27th February, penny.mackenzie@thamesvalley.pnn. PET CARE e Kitchen replacement
2010, at 7:30pm. The choir, with soloists and police.uk. Penny Mackenzie On holiday, working, e Tiling .
instrumentalists, has been brought together ill or just need help? e General property maintenance
from across Reading - and further afield - L%%‘g\]véhmc and repair
especially to perform the requiem. . Reading & District Cancer Care SIS X

There will be a collection in aid of the ] - N ICIE %gngl'I‘(;iTt'ts: Teleprllone. 0118 9470003
et e (o et o B ) JOB VACANCILES e Mobile: 07894 850 950

For further information, visit the website, A part-time manager is required for the in your home or mine Email: nitarrant@supanet.com
www.achurchnearyou.com/caversham-st-john-  ;pove charity shop to work approximately 20 0118 9470187
the-baptist hours a week. Experience in retail is an

= - advantage but ability to work with others is
The Victoria Cross Tone i%nportant. I}-IIours and salary are » COMPUTER ASSISTED TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

Wednesday 24th February 2010 in Our Lady & | negotiable. VISION EXAMINATION EYE CARE

St Anne's Church, South View Avenue. We also urgently need volunteers to join S GLAUCOMATESTING v

To commemorate the gazetting of the very first our small friendly team working in our * CONTACT LENSES Q E

VCs i) 1857’ a fascma‘tmg E,alk on the h,lstqry of charity shop. One session a week from 10am 2 gy

the Victoria Cross, entitled "For Valour”, will be * SERVICE

tl
given by one of the world's leading experts on iy s m SOl mRAERld be ercaty

OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS
2

/ SiE : ted. * FASHION
the subject, historian Michael Naxton, curator apprecia . 7R ) 7
of theula]rgest collection of VCs in existence. We are an independent charity dedicated GaNTRE fiﬁg Cckgc % =
| Tickets £5, available after weekend Masses or | 0 h.ellpmg. 10‘3_31 Santon sufferers and their « BUDGET FRAMES T
on the door on the evening. All proceeds in aid families with financial support. + DESIGNER FRAMES ROBIN JAMES OPTICIANS
f the Building Fund. Please call in at the shop, 6 Gosbrook Road e ToE 44, CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
o Building P « COMPETITIVE PRICES

READING TEL: 0118 947 2099

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

or phone for details. (Tel: 0118 946 2930). «ONE HOUR SERVICE

nick pbaldwin TAYLOR BRICKWORK CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST _

Mrs Samantha Vistuer 1_:
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis g

Specialising in Extensions, Conservatory Bases.

GARDEN DESIGN & BUILD :

o = ~ Gard: 1ls, Repointi: d 1
e Full design & landscaping service ardenfwalls, REporiingagiiGenerd

3 , / : Alterations ictori versham, Reading, RG4 7QY

« Portfolio available to view with 6 Victoria Road, Ca . g, Q
highlights online For a Free Estimate or any Advice, please call

. < . , please ca Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly

* Project featured in Garden Design uson From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas
Journal i . - Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

e DGD quallfled (Dlploma in Garden Reading: 0118 9673912 or 07790 810101 Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery
Design)

Email: taylorbrickwork@yahoo.co.uk

Visit; www.nickbaldwin.net For a Clinic appointment please call:

or Call: 0118 9594171 Quality and Reliability Assured TEL: 0118 946 3401

Mob: 07801 284377

=

SR Telephone Reading (0118) 967 7033
M. D. Howlett \ Soft FurmShmg iy Mobile: 07831 553314

architectural consultant Loose COV@I’S, Curmins’ CA RTER 3 :!f:::
(0118) 947 7117 Drapes, Re-upholstery

20) years experience in all aspects of John KitChel‘ & Son E L E C TR I CA L

. domestic and commercial For all Electrical Requirements
architecture, including designs, local SS.Gatehampton Road, SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS
authority applications and contract Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

20 Portman Road,

\administration J Tel: 01491 872103 Reading RG30 1EA
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MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

| GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

« Full Replacement * Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
« Clearing and Cleaning * Guaranteed for 10 years
« Full Public Liability Insurance ¢ Police Checked
1 welcome inspection of
previous work
Call Garry @ Abelclean for FREE estimate
0118 947 5696 or
07974 089978

| K W Stokes Plumbing
‘ & Heating Engineer

Corgi registered for 30 years A 4
! Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

yale cyyest

Chartered Accountants

Providing a personal service to many local
owner-managed businesses, including monthly
management accounts, payroll and VAT
preparation, advice on acquisitions, etc.

Free initial consultation on audit, accountancy,
taxation, trust or any other related activities.

Contact:
Kathryn Cutts - 0118 957 3238

kcutts@valewest.com

. o .
Catering with Flair
Creative Cuisine for all Occasions
Vegetarian Dishes a Speciality!

We can provide all or part of the menu for your
function whatever the size!
¢ Tasty Canapés and Starters
¢ Unusual Seasonal Salads
 Creative Main Courses
s Delicious Desserts
e Scrumptious Afternoon Teas
For further details, please telephone

0118 948 38 38

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

® Free valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers

® Professional staff who live within the area

® Regular up-date reports

® Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
. 0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA
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CHURCHES

A SUNDAY IN KANDY

As part of the Centenary celebrations at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church, Rev Rosemary Fletcher, who was Minister from
1997 to 2004, had been invited to preach at the 10.30 and 6.30
services on Sunday 27th November. Rosemary and her husband,
James Rowley, had offered themselves as Mission Partners in 2004,
and following their training they travelled to Sri Lanka where they
are based at The Theological College of Lanka, in Pilimatalawa near
Kandy. Rosemary teaches at the college and acts as faculty secretary.
James is the Development Officer for the college. :

As well as the two services, Rosemary and James agreed to give a
presentation on their life in Sri Lanka to a crowded church hall at
4.00 pm. The subject was ‘A Sunday in Kandy'.

A typical Sunday in Kandy, we were told, would include a drive
to a church service sometimes conducted in three languages —
English, Sinhala and Tamil, in one of the several churches in Kandy,
negotiating the way past elephants which are a common sight on the
streets of the city, followed by shopping (James mentioned that for
him Kandy was one of the few places where shopping was ‘nearly’
enjoyable), lunch at one of the many restaurants — this could be
‘short eats’ — a snack or a meal consisting of several different and
delicious-looking curries and rice (no, we didn’t have any samples
just photographs!), followed by a stroll around the Royal Botanical

Elephant on a Sunday stroll. - courtesy Rosemary & James

Gardens and the lake, passing by the Temple
of the Tooth, one of the most sacred of the
Buddhist temples.

Question time proved very interesting, and
we learned more about the effects of the war
on the ordinary people of the country, but we
also learned of a gentler, less pressured way
of life, and it was clear that both James and
Rosemary have a real affection for the
country and its people.

Rosemary and James flew back to Sri
Lanka next day, following what turned out to
be a very busy fortnight in England.

News from Parish of Our Lady and St Anne

On the third Sunday of Advent, thirty-four candidates for
Confirmation were introduced to the congregation during the ten
o’clock mass. They declared their desire to be confirmed and were
promised the prayers of their families and of the whole
congregation to help them during the months of preparation to
receive the sacrament. i

After mass, a celebration for the restoration of the Angelus bell took
place in the Cenacle meeting room. Parishioners were able to enjoy
a piece of stollen and a glass of wine or other beverage to toast the
bell and its donor. Over the weekend of the Feast of Christ the King,
the newly restored bell had rung out for the first time to the great
delight of many of the congregation, especially those who
remembered its sound from years ago. Each day now, it starts with
the Angelus at 9 am, then sounds the Angelus at noon and at 6 pm.
and strikes the hours in between until 8 pm. At weekend, it tolls for
15 minutes before the Sunday masses.

A few days earlier a flower arranging afternoon had been arranged,
mainly for those of the parish who are unable to get out to events in
the evening. As well as demonstrating ideas for Christmas
decorations, refreshments were provided for those who attended.
Money raised by the event was used for the purchase of flowers for
the church at Christmas.

WOMEN'S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER

On Friday 5th March over three million people worldwide will be
praying and worshipping together during the annual day of prayer,
using a service prepared by Christian women in Cameroon.

Emma Wilcock, president of the national committee of the
Women’s World Day of Prayer movement, said: ‘This is always an
exciting day as a great wave of prayer sweeps the world, beginning
when the first service is held in the Queen Salote’s Girls’ School in
Tonga and continuing around the world until the final service takes
place, some 35 hours later, in neighbouring Western Samoa. By then
the day will have been celebrated in over 170 countries and over
5,000 services will have been held in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland.’

In the Republic of Cameroon, a country of great cultural diversity,
traditional rights and attitudes discriminate against women in many
areas of life. However giant steps have been taken towards assuring
women’s rights, and women are involved in the struggle for peace,
justice and integrity. The country faces many challenges as its people
seek to move forward into a modern age without losing their
distinctive characteristics. But at all times Cameroonians are able to
praise God with joy and exuberance and the service reflects this,

Although organised and led by women, this is essentially a day of
prayer for everybody as we demonstrate our solidarity with our
sisters and brothers in other countries and all are welcome to attend.
The services being held locally on March 5th are at St Mary the
Virgin, in the Butts, Reading at 10.30am (speaker Mr Mike Penny) and
at St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road, Caversham at 8.00pm (speaker
Caroline Wilson). We look forward to seeing you at one of these
services. Dorothy Abrey, Caversham Go-ordinator

O T TSR Tl
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Jane Shaw

Father Giles and Mary Van Den Berghe during the

St. Andrew’s Church, Caversham Heights
(Albert Road RGA 7PL)

Eucharist Service with

prayers for healing
wholeness and peace

celebration.

at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of every month

All welcome!

supported by the local branch of The Guild ¢ aphae
“The Guild of St. Raphael Crriars e

s

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE \

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,
conversation and
company

—_—
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CRIB SERVICE AT GOSBROOK ROAD

The Christmas Eve service this year took the form of a
pantomime, written by Colin & Tarel Lavelle. The idea was “A
Ladd In...A Manger”, so you had Becky Bawden as the genie, and
Colin & Tarel playing Mary & Joseph, plus various Arabs with
officials giving them jobs as stable cleaner and hotel receptionist. It
really had to be seen to be believed, but it worked. Items for the
giant christingle were bought from the supermarket! The finale was
the wonderful “Aladdin’s Lamp” cake that Catherine Scott had
provided. This was topped with a firework candle and everyone
sang Happy Birthday to Jesus. So in spite of all the ice and snow a
warm welcome was found at Gosbrook Road and a good number of
people braved the elements to be there. Our thanks go to all who
took part and also those who did sterling work clearing the snow
and ice.

Becky lighting the giant christingle. E. Cooper
- Caversham Heights Methodist Church
The afternoon children's Christmas service at Caversham Heights

Methodist Church was wonderful, with little angels and shepherds

doing unexpected things like ripping off their headdress or running

to Mummy when they should be on stage. All the children (and
some older 'children' like me!) were loaned bells to ring in the
choruses of the carols. Most of them were too young to act the

Nativity, so one of the youth group acted as narrator and handed out

presents in stages from a sack . The little ones first unwrapped a

manger and put it on the communion table; then Mary and Joseph,

animals, shepherds and wise men, etc. The little ones (with
supervision) put everything in or round the stable themselves.

Finally, the last BIG parcel unwrapped was the world which, when

placed above the stable, lit up - to illustrate that Christ, the Light of

the world had come. Just before the last hymn, all the children in
the church (not just those on stage) were given stars on sticks (lit by

a switch on each handle) and they all kept going round and round

the church waving their stars as we sang 'Shine, Jesus, shine'. So a

very happy time was had by all.

SING IT LOUD AND SING IT PROUD!
On a very cold day in November, the Caversham district Rainbows, Brownies and
Guides gathered with their leaders at St Peter’s Church, Caversham, for their centenary
celebration Carol Service and nativity play. Although it was seemingly a little early to
begin celebrating Christmas it was a good time to get in the Christmas spirit. We opened
with a welcome from Marion Pyke, (who kindly led the service for us), and sang Little
Donkey (accompanied by Pam Asbury). The nativity was then performed by some of the
sixers of the Brownie packs from Caversham, who had learnt their parts at a Sixer Day
in November. The plays were linked by more carols sung by the gathered crowd. The

GREAT EXPECTATIONS AT ST

Although for the Church the New Year
starts at the beginning of Advent, the
theme for the special All Age Guest
Service held by St Barnabas on that
occasion can be applied throughout the
year. The Service spoke to everyone
irrespective of age or where they were on
their spiritual pilgrimage.

The service developed from a short
sketch in which a child was persuaded
to put together the pieces of a puzzle that
we discovered was a copy of the Head of
Christ, as depicted in the Church’s East
Window. Although we do not know
what Jesus looks like, his presence is
seen in the bigger picture that is
achieved when we come together to
worship him. Just as the picture of
Christ is incomplete when a piece of the
jigsaw is left out, so is Christ’s body
incomplete when we are not present to
worship him. Three members of the
congregation from across the age range

Guides later participated with some
moving readings and poems and the
Rainbows sang Away in a Manger.
Altogether, it was a very enjoyable
afternoon and everyone sang carols,

performed drama and read
beautifully.
Imogen Eley and Eve Russell

Caversham Senior Section members
and Young Leaders with 2nd
Caversham Park Brownies.

Photo courtesy Caroline Smith

3ARNABAS

testified what coming to Church and
joining in its fellowship meant to them
and the challenge was made to the
congregation, and, through them, to the
wider community to come and be part of
the bigger picture.

The photo shows the completed
puzzle with the picture of the head of
Christ, also seen in the window above.

G.ROBINSON
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT .L
& MAINTENANCE S

GRAHAM

2DIIN=HN

EXTENSIONS, BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, PATIOS |

ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN. :

QUALITY AND RELIABILITY ASSURED:
FREE ESTIMATES

PLEASE CALL GRAHAM
01189 474106 077488
G ROBINSON4@SKY.

175 UpPPER WOODCOTE R

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

| Do you need a new or updated website?

| From initial consultancy to design and development of a solution,
whizzydigital

www.qas.org.uk

: intermet SHIT:

b B A

o | nizyngial

creative digital solutions

Not sure what to do?
'Mﬁﬂﬁl%b;pwﬁhu%wdmﬂ.m

ol will meet your needs from start fo finish.

jason@whizzydigital.co.uk
tel: 0845 680 9605
ww.whizzydigital.co.uk

: 0% DISCOUNT CODE: CBO1

" Queen Anne’s School

® Boarding and day school for girls
aged |1 to 18
| ® Excellent academic results

: ® Full, weekly and flexi boarding

Qb

Queen Anne’s School
' .| Henley Road, Caversham
| Reading, RG4 6DX
T:0118 9187333
E: admissions@gas.org.uk

Summerfield

RESIDENTIAL HOME

Registered with the Commission for
Social Care Inspection.
Victorian House specially converted to
provide superb standards of comfort for
15 service users.

Single and Double rooms for Respite and
Long term care.
Close to all amenities.

Manager: Tracey Clark
Proprietor: Colin Robbins

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone (0118) 947 2164
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Build?ga\ﬂoﬁn@gSpecialist MARGUERITE PEGGY (MAGG]E) CHURCHER

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804 1 9 l 8 = 2009
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
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COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL ! r : ) )
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS A large congregation gathered in St Barnabas Church in mid-December to
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE give thanks for and remember the life of Maggie Churcher, who for about 25

years until her 90th birthday had been verger at the church. It marked the end
of an era and the passing of a legend. Maggie’s origins were in Kent near
Romney Marsh, but she had lived in Reading for many years, latterly in
Pinetree Court overlooking the Church, from where she kept a beady eye on
the coming and goings. Tributes were paid to her by her son Andre Paul, who
lives in Australia, undertaker Tony Walker, with whom she had a close
association in her verger role, and the vicar, the Revd Derek Chandler.

Many will remember earlier years when she collected for the Royal
National Lifeboat Institution, an association that linked back to the time when
she enjoyed sailing at Buckler’s Hard and which provided a nautical theme
in the service. Reference was made to Sir Alec Rose’s account of his
circumnavigation of the world in his yacht My Lively Lady, a name the vicar
LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM applied to Maggie, variously described as loyal, funny, rude, honest, naughty

by Mary Kift and shy. Maggie knew that while not perfect she was always up to the task,
i whether as a bus conductress for Thames Valley and Reading Buses during
the war, or later in her career as a store detective, in her work with the crime
prevention panel, and latterly as verger. Who can forget her story about hiding on the church drive for special occasions; and on
in a dustbin in order to apprehend one malefactor? sunny afternoons, sitting in the church grounds on

Free Estimates

CQPSE ELECTRICAL &
SECURITY SERVICES

« DOOR ENTRY * ELECTRIC SHOWERS
« INTRUDER ALARMS ¢ EXTRA SOCKETS
« SECURITY LIGHTING e« COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel. Reading 0118 9543059 or Mobile 0956 811443

A revised edition
£8.99
Now available at

THE WENDY HOUSE and WORDPLAY With the vicar, Maggie regularly visited the Caversham Group of Churches her chair — speaking to all who went past. For
A1l on patronal festivals and other occasions, sometimes mistaken as his mum. Maggie sitting in the garden with laughter, friends
Prospect Street, Caversham Above all Maggie will be remembered for her role as verger, dutiful and and telling stories was a vision of heaven where

dedicated, immaculately turned out for every occasion, putting out the cones  she surely is now.

JOYCE ELIZABETH ANDERSON
1928 - 2009

Emmer Green and Scouting have lost another prominent member of the she taught English to adult immigrants.
community through the passing of Joyce Anderson at the end of 2009. For 15  Other tributes, on which this appreciation
years during the 1960s and 1970s she was Akela of the 89th Reading (Milestone is based, were made by the eldest son,
Wood) Cub Scouts and had been involved in the movement for over 40 years, Nick, and by the Revd Derek Chandler on
having earlier been a Guide in her teens. The Scout Movement was well  information supplied by John, who with
represented in the large congregation that gathered at St Barnabas Church in Peter are the younger twin sons. Her

g PR PRl PR R R R AN P R R e R e R R I O]

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

PR R R R R PP P p e R R P PP P PRI

ACCOUNTS & TAX early January to give thanks for her life; Mr Ted Price, himself a one time Scout husband Bob and one of the
Troop Leader, gave one of the tributes, warmly extolling her virtues of wisdom, granddaughters, Katherine, read the

Quality personal service for all your authority and leadership. lessons.
Accounting, Tax, VAT, Book-keeping Born, brought up and educated in North Joyce, a member over the years of both
Free Quote Home Visits London, Joyce trained as an engineer at St Andrew’s and St Barnabas
Northampton Polytechnic; it was while she was congregations, was incredibly caring, a
Gerard Young 0118-987 1419 involved in research and development work that very special wife and mother of enormous

energy and drive who liked walking,
camping (particularly overseas), tennis
and reading and - imparted her
enthusiasm, observational skills and
powers of discernment to her sons,
qualities which were warmly
remembered with anecdotal stories. The
community and her family, with whom
the Caversham Bridge sympathises, are
the poorer with her passing.

she met her husband Bob, whom she married in
1952. In 1964 they moved from Hertfordshire with
1 their three sons to live in Emmer Green. After
a\\ Ja}€@ d UP training as a science teacher she returned to work
while her sons were growing up and taught in
several schools in and around Reading. Latterly

Swing Dance Classes
Jive - Jitterbug - Lindy Hop - Balboa

Every Tuesday Evening
7.30pm until 10.30pm
Reading Canoe Club,

The Warren, Caversham R64 7TH * T CHI *

No need to bring a partner TAI

Absolute Beginners very welcome

www.alljazzedup.com LDl OIS -cimncr
allj .co °
Lot foon@al e a e ~ 2pm TAUI FOR HEALTH PETER BURTON Malcolm ]'. ]effnes
or call Tean 0780 8966928 FRIDAYS: Reading Canoe Club, The Warren. PA_[NTE_R_& B3
RATOR g 5 1
Introducing SLOW, GENTLE, Qigong/Taiji and the Interior & Exterior Decorating
health benefits of these exercises, now being SU:R(;VATE & Building Maintenance
recommended by many health experts to CONTRACH
J A D ) S ANS UM encourage us back into being more GENERAL
active, positive and energised. MAINTENANCE &
i REPAIRS PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
& S ON No experience ! All ages! Caversham Heights
ANY class is suitable for ANY leve| ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE MOBILE 07768 376210 Reading
i ALL PLUMBING, Course bookings per term from £6 per hour or £9 for 2 TEL: READING RGf;erS
@ 7 BATHROOMS, TAPS, hours. Try your first hour for free. Call Jo — 0118 984 5837 0118 947 0297
CYLINDERS, WASHERS &
ALL SMALL JOBS 5
Patrick J Manners DICK SMITH Belcher Turf Co.
General Builder J. V. BELCHER
A Twin Oaks, Small Building Works BUSY SINCE 1960,
Emmer Green Chartered accountant Property Maintenance May we quote you for all
I o), '] o
Reading RG4 8SW 16 Sheridan Avenue, Caversham A_ L Garden_work?
Reading, Berkshire, RG4 7QD NoLob oo Sl Large or small jobs welcome.
Prompt attention to all enquiries.
Telephone For help with all your Free Estimates Turf Supplied Only
accounts or tax problems or
READING 947 3003 > Est: 35 years Turf supplied and laid
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE call 0118 94792 e Phone Reading 0118 947 3124
or email patrickmanners@btconnect.com Shale g
0118 9482504 or 07860 842760
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ENVIRONMENT

On Valentine’s Day

There was once a time when the morning of St
Valentine’s Day saw me making for the letter-box
in the front door. Would there be an envelope for
me, one with the mysterious letters “SWALK” on
the flap? These days, I'm more likely to go to the
back door, to gaze into the garden pond.

Very little seems to be known about St Valentine.
In fact there were two St Valentines, martyred in
Rome on February 14, AD 269 and AD 273. There
is nothing amorous about the lives and deaths of
either of them, I'm
afraid, though the date
of February 14 is

significant.
This was the eve of
the Lupercalia, the

Roman fertility festival
which involved animal
sacrifice, and the
choosing of partners by
casting lots, among
many even less
pleasant things I won’t
dwell on here.

The choosing of
sweethearts by casting
lots seems to have
reached England, and
was certainly a Valentine’s custom by the
eighteenth century, as was the giving of gifts
between sweethearts. Eventually the gifts were
replaced by mere tokens — Valentine’s cards. At
first these were produced by hand, but later you
could buy ready-made ones from the stationer.

Now, I know that February 14 is supposed to be
the day on which the birds also choose their
mates, but almost as soon as I got a garden pond in
Caversham, I noticed that it was also round about

the date when the frogs came to mate.

As a schoolboy in the north of England, I knew
that the frogs would be mating at least a month
later. After the founders’ day service in the parish
church, commemorating the foundation of the
grammar school I attended, we had the afternoon
off school, at the start of the Easter holiday. What
better than to walk to the Blue Pool, and watch the
frogs in a state of amplexus!

So I was surprised to find that in the south, the

. frogs woke up in
February — probably a
combination of latitude
and global warming!

And I was also
surprised by the noise
the frogs made - a
rasping, and a

booming, a roaring and
a croaking. Was it
heavy traffic, or a
passing aircraft? No, it
was around a hundred
frogs in one little pond!

Since those early
days, things are rather
quieter, with only
perhaps 20  frogs

coming to breed each spring.

This pond has given me a great deal of pleasure
over 20-odd years, and some good photo-
opportunities, involving newts, dragon-flies,
damsel-flies, birds coming to bathe, the odd
marauding heron, and attractive aquatic plants
like bog-bean, water soldier and water violet. And
all this for less effort than it would take to look
after a lawn of the same size! Happy Wanderer

NEWS FROM CLAYFIELD COPSE

On a cold dull December day volunteers were
coppicing in the woods. Suddenly snow fell gently
and softly, transforming the woods to a magical
place. I didn’t have a camera but even the camera
cannot capture the feeling of the scene. The coffee
tasted particularly good that morning!

On the first Sunday in January, The Friends group
discovered six fallen branches blocking footpaths
in various parts of the woods. Two were from
cedars and two were from Scots pines which
surprised us as we thought they would have
withstood the snow and ice. One of the Scots pines
was rotten inside and the remaining trunk is

_pockmarked with woodpecker holes. We cleared

what we could and are asking RBC parks dept to
come and move some of the brush.
Thank you to those who bought one of our Scots

' Right:

Copse.

~ Joliver

. Snow covered
- path in the

pine Christmas trees at the sale in Caversham Court
yard. The money raised will go towards repair and
replacement of tools used by local conservation
volunteers. Perhaps a new kettle?

The trees came from local common land and
application has been made to authorities to enclose
some of the common land we cleared so that it can
be grazed for part of the year to help restore the
heathland there.

An all round good project, satisfied customers
with Christmas trees, money raised for tools and a
healthy heathland for wildlife.

If you feel like helping, check out the website
www.econetreading.org.uk

PS Reading University are doing some research
about dead hedgehogs; check the website for more
info
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Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

Village Yarns

Now at Occasions,

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

PIANO TUNING
over 25 years experience
MARTIN RYLEY
0118 950 0332

Member of
the Association of
Blind Piano Tuners

15 YEARS EXPERIENCE

.

& REFLENDLDEY

Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA MRQA. RCCA
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 80 WOODCOTE RD.,
CAVERSHAM RG4 7EX

Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines
Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems

Tel: 0118 947 6067

Vouchers available

Looking for a really unusual gift
for a special occasion?

7

Why not have a family tree researched

THAMES VALLEY ANCESTRY

Experienced, accredited Genealogist offers -
professional help and advice Reasonable rates
and friendly service

Ring Ken Wheeler on 0118 9474719
or email kiw@thamesvalleyancestry.co.uk
or visit www.thamesvalleyancestry.co.uk

»

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD -
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

JENNINGS

of Caversham L

Retail at
ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 5939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 1528/947 5172
Fax: 0118 946 1380
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Steve Daniels

& Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

Treating many conditions \

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

George Chilvers and Nigel Price Frics

0118 947 4600

www.highmoorcross.co.uk

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
- FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company
©Q® .
rammaoes _‘j_r‘ Home MP_LQ

Tl 0118 963 9456
or freephone 0800 169 2361

co.uk  www.

|
1
Fl
|
l ALL TYPES OF ROOFING
|
|
|
|

| i o.uk Based in Henley
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CLUBS

e
Caversham Afternoon
Townswomen’s Guild

Caversham Afternoon Guild ended a happy and successful year
with a Christmas teaparty and quiz, having enjoyed a Christmas
lunch earlier in December at the Traveller's Rest.

During the autumn members were entertained to interesting talks
on basket making and the life of the canal people and their painted
barges; plus other subjects, interspersed with- members’ meetings
and quizzes.

The lunch club continued to be popular each month, along with
the arts and crafts group, the latter providing each member with a
hand-made Christmas card presented to them at the party.

Members have taken part in the various activities of the local
federation (composed of local guilds), ie. a Guy Fawkes lunch, card
making day and a Christmas carol and readings group, plus an
outing to the Henry VIII exhibition in London.

The guild looks forward to more activities in the New Year, with
a possibility of meeting members of Fareham (Hants) guild who are
now twinned with Caversham Afternoon TG. Our guild is the first
in the country to twin with another guild, and have exchanged
telephone calls, letters and photographs with them.

The guild meets on the third Thursday at 2.00pm at the
Caversham Baptist Church hall, South Street, and all ladies are
warmly welcomed to join with us, for a talk tea and biscuits, only
50p for visitors. For more information please phone the Hon
Secretary on 0118 947 9796

Rosehill WI

There was a very well attended December meeting and members
and visitors were welcomed by President Mrs Brenda Caborn. After
Brenda and Secretary Margaret Seal had conducted the business
part of the meeting. Berna Macdonald from the Caversham and
Chiltern Flower Club was introduced by Brenda. Berna
demonstrated the making of 3 Xmas arrangements and gave a lot of
useful tips on arranging, how to use and keep Oasis for future use
and other tips. This demonstration was really enjoyed by members.
Berna very kindly donated the arrangements to the raffle.

The walking group had enjoyed 2 walks during November. The
first was a walk round Oxford City and the other was a Heritage
walk in Reading, both ending with enjoyable Pub lunches. The
Scrabble group had held 2 pleasant social afternoons and the tea
and chat group had met up at Mrs Rita Bush's.

The Buscot knitters had also been busy and a lot of garments
were brought in.

The afternoon ended with the raffle, mince pies and a cup of tea.

The February 3rd meeting will be as usual at St Barnabas Church
Hall starting at 2pm and the speaker will be Pauline Allen and the
subject will be Tai Chi.

Emmer Green
Townswomen’s Guild

The Christmas meeting of the Emmer Green Townswomen'’s Guild
was a very happy one with carols and Christmas songs, to a guitar
accompaniment, by a member and friend. This was interspersed
with poetry and a Joyce Grenfell skit by member of the Words and
Music Group. The mix of light and serious items was just right,
giving a lovely balance between fun and the real meaning of
Christmas. A raffle took place, proceeds to our Charity of the Year,
The Alexander Devine Children’s Cancer Trust and members
enjoyed coffee and mince pies provided by the committee.

Our speaker in February is a Guild member, Mrs Helen Holloway,
who will tell us about her ‘Icelandic Adventure’ illustrated with
slides.

Visitors are always welcome and we meet on the second Tuesday
of the month, 7.30pm at St Barnabas’ Church Hall, Grove Road,
Emmer Green

St Peter’s Wives Group

Our members enjoyed another successful annual dinner at
Henley Golf Club on 21 November. As usual, we all had a very
enjoyable evening.

We held our Christmas Party at Church House on 15 December
(well-supported), with a wide selection of food being contributed by
our members. Our guest speaker for the evening was Nigel Smith,
who recited some of his humorous poems before we sampled the
food. After the feast, a glass of Bucks Fizz, and the raffle, he
continued with his hilarious poems, some involving audience
participation. We all had a thoroughly delightful evening.

Our next meeting will be at Church House on Tuesday, 16
February at 8.00pm, when one of our members, Hazel Blackburn,
will speak about honey. New members are always welcome.

Darby and Joan Club

The Darby and Joan Club of (over 60’s) Caversham invite new
members to join for a sing song, a cuppa and a chat on every 2nd
and 4th Thursday afternoon in central Caversham.

" Contact Sonya on 954 5860 or Elaine on 948 4943

Caversham Community
Association

November was a busy month for members with a five Monday
programme. It began in the usual way with a games evening and the
next week was a whist drive which pleased the keen card players.
Accuracy was the keynote the following week with a darts
tournament — using magnetic safety darts of course!

The following week was a charity fundraiser fun evening for our
annual charity — this year ‘Gift of Sight'. Quizzes and games were
followed by delicious cake. Other cakes were auctioned to swell
the funds. y »

Christmas came at the end of the month with a popular bingo
session with various seasonal prizes

Reading and District
Probus Club

Twice a year the members are joined by the ladies, and Christmas
lunch is one of them with over 80 sitting down for the festivity.

The guest speaker was the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Rev Stephen
Cottrell, whose clear voice was in no need of a microphone. He
introduced himself as The Bishop of Old Berkshire (the original
one!) in which there are 260 churches.

Continuing in a lighter vein with some Christmas stories, he
explained how many times he is asked to visit or attend a function
and how difficult it can be, with his many commitments, to say
‘No’. But one he couldn'’t resist was to the Shiphams Fishpaste
Christian Fellowship Christmas Carol Concert in Chichester where
he had been curate. However, this led to a tour of the factory
accompanied by the chairman, Mr Shipham himself. Moving over
the manufacturing details he asked the chairman about the many
varied parts of his job, chicken farming, transport, staff, retired
members club, and how this fits with a family life ‘but’, the Bishop
continues, ‘what about the chickens?’ -

Amazingly, the Bishop turned this event into ‘The Christmas
Story’ of God getting to know first hand about human life through
the life of Jesus, from the nativity which we all celebrate at this time
of the year.

An absorbing and at times humorous delivery was followed by an
elegant vote of thanks given by Keith Ternent.

Future meetings will cover a variety of subjects, all of interest to
retired men who would also find an interest in Probus. Contact the
secretary Raymond Head on 0118 941 1445 or
www.readingprobus.talktalk.net

Caversham Horticultural Society

After the winter hibernation, the society’s first event of 2010 is the
reopening of the Oakley Road Allotments Trading Shed between
10.00-11.30am on Saturday 6 February. Members are invited to
purchase seed potatoes and other gardening sundries at very
competitive prices. The shed is open on alternative Saturdays and
Sundays from this date i.e. Sunday 14, Saturday 20 and so on.

Use of the trading shed is for members only. Any interested
Caversham gardeners wishing to join the society can do so for the
nominal sum of £5.00 per household reduced to £3.00 for senior
citizens. To join the society either visit the trading shed during its
opening hours or contact the membership secretary Elaine Rae.
erae@harpsolutions.co.uk or (0118) 947 0510.

Details of the society’s other activities which include talks and
garden visits have not yet been finalised. Details when known will
be advertised in this magazine, the society’s web site
www.caversham-horticultural.org.uk and locally displayed posters.

Reading Gardeners

There are two meetings with talks in Caversham Primary School,
Hemdean Road at 7.30pm in February.

Feb. 10. ‘ The Savill Garden and the Royal Landscape’ Harvey
Stephens, the Head of Savill Garden.

Feb. 24. ‘The Beauties and Mysteries of the Burren’ by Clive
Dawes.

For more information phone 947 7125 or contact our website
readinggardenersclub.org.uk or contact gillmbetts@yahoo.co.uk
Tel. 0118 9477125
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CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are per-
fect for any occasion

¢ Christenings
¢ Weddings

¢ Funerals

4 Dinner Parties

4 Family Events

4 Birthday Parties

¢ Anniversaries

¢ Corporate Functions

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

A.F. JONES J R McCARDLE

MASTER MASTER MASONS

MASONS

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Craftsmen in Stone Granite

Restoration and all

B ER%Z%IiD RD other masonry
NG undertaken
Telephone

0118 957 3537 READING 926 2362

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

WHAT'S HAPPENING AT
CAVERSHAM COURT

Friends of Caversham Court
Gardens (FCCG) are thrilled to have
had the help of a group of students
from Highdown School to set up
their website. Working with their
ICT tutor, Bouba Dembele, Caitlin
Thomas and Eve Russell did the
analysis, research and prototyping.
Then Dilmeet Singh and Piotr
Gorski  first
designed and
developed the
website and
then trained a
member  of
the Friends’
committee,
IASI S s o S
Hewitt, to
maintain it.

You can
access it at
www.fccg.org.uk for information
about the Friends, about Caversham
Court and about past and future
events.

What to see in February

e Last of the snowdrops under the
yews — This is our first opportunity
to enjoy them as Caversham Court
was still closed this time last year.

e The first crocus should be flow-
ering down by the river. Emily and
Ben, the head gardener and her
apprentice, planted about 16,000
bulbs, mainly purple, mauve and
lilac.

A very silent night

Caversham Court looked magical
on Monday 21st December, the night
of the planned carols evening. A
heavy blanket of snow covered the
ground, silhouetted the branches
and smoothed the shapes of the
walls. Unfortunately there were no

Picture courtesy Freeze Frame Pohotography
Dilmeet & Piotr train Alison

singers as the snow had also blan-
keted every road leading in and out
of Reading. Community spirit was
very much in evidence as local resi-
dents opened their homes to strand-
ed motorists, but the carols event
sadly had to be cancelled.

This cancellation was a great dis-
appointment to so many who had
planned to
come and sing
in such a won-
derful setting
and especially
after the hard
work of so
many different
people.

After S0
much enthusi-
asm, we hope
all concerned
will be keen to organise a similar
event next Christmas as so many
people were planning to attend.

Many people enjoyed visiting the
snow-covered park. Several snow
men appeared and the roly-poly
bank was very popular for small
children as a gentle slope for sledg-
ing.

Caversham Court is at the corner
of Church Road and St Peter’s Hill.
It is open to all between 8am and
dusk. The refreshment kiosk will
reopen again in the spring.

To support FCCG in its aim of
publicising and preserving
Caversham Court, please contact:
Philip Darlow, Treasurer FCCG,
Kalewa, The Warren, Caversham,
Reading, RG4 7TQ - Tel: 0118 947
2205 / E-mail: FriendsofCaversham
Court@googlemail.com. The sub-
scription to December 2010 is £2.
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Girls are Best!

Professional lady decorator available for
paining & paperhanging

Over 20 years experience
in all aspect of interior work

Clean tidy workmanship guaranteed

Call Fiona for free estimate
0118 954 5485 / 07875 029597
fifimacl@virginmedia.com

www,paintmyplaceuk.com

Kentwood gatden. Services

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Turfing Fencing

Hedge-cutting Patios

15TBERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,

General Building, Painting, Decorating

& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice

25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading. RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

¢

Quality private dental care for all the family
Modern Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

Easy access and parking

M A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST.1820

The leading independent family funeral
directors and monumental masons. Proudly
serving Caversham and the area through

five generations.

* 24 Hour assistance
Modem and traditional options
Competitive and transparent costs
Full accredited in-house masonry service
Funeral flowers by telephone and on-line
Client Parking

Reading 0118 957 3650 @

Henley-on-Thames 01491 413 434

Also Branches in Bracknell and Wokingham
www.abwalker.co.uk

Golden C;h‘art(;‘,r

Funeral

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

58 Briants Avenue
Caversham
Tel: 0118 946 1393
(24 Hrs)

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 945 2103
(24 Hrs)
As your local Funeral Directors
we will do ALL we can to help.

A FOR PERSONAL SERVICE =
PLEASE CONTACT CAROL OR JOHN y
S Part of Dignity

Funeral Service

[Sketches Sometimes | : ‘o One fo One |
3 ép[CK ép‘ﬂ” internet computer
fraining for all ages
\ DOMESTIC = ;
CLEANING SERVICE 8 abilifies
c Using your own
+Reliable, friendly & trustworthy. g machine &
+ Weekly / Fortnightly cleans C:> software - af your |
aad SO o) own pace }
| P"""""_gs & Commissians « All equipmcat and supplics provided. E Help with installing
Handprinted Photographs | S software or sefting
Flash Animation Workshops | v up Infemet
& e o c connections
MPM'E ~ Please call Lot "2 -
Ashwodk s Hliotgropiy ot fee uotaton Anne Garrison |
Mike Brand 9475178 Tel: o 0118 947 4244 |
mikebrand.co.uk e 872949296107 {25 a

Steepa

Bathrooms

Complete Design & Installation

Service
Or
Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990
www.steepalbathrooms@aol.com

THE PAINTING & DECORATING COMPANY

Quality workmanship
City & Guilds qualified
Excellent references

Paul Mason
0118 961 3406 & 07887 835571

Tiles

J.P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)
* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken

* Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 94.7 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF
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k‘ BOILER REPLACEMENT
P SPECIALIST
: « All Gas Work Underta |ku\ « Servicing

« Landlord Safety Certificates « Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which our heating system to

underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

B. MENDES F.C.A.
ONLINE CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS

Visit www bridgemanmendesandco.co.uk and discover our professional

and inexpensive services

Comment/Adyvice also on

Tax traps for unsuspecting taxpayers; Details of tax allowance;
key HMRC dates and more
Local visits a speciality in the Caversham arca
Phone 0118 946 2462
E mail: bmendes@ntlworld.com

Property Maintenance & General Building
Loft insulations/Boarding out
Painting/Small Plumbing repairs
Garden work — Walls/Paving/Decking
Roofing & Fascia/Gutter/Downpipe repairs
35+ years experience. No job too small
Competitive rates —10% OAP Discount
Contact: 0118 939 1923 / 07838 437626
paul56shepherd@hotmail.com

~Gardiners ()

Established 1968

The Employment Business for Nurses and Healtficare Assistants

For over 35 years we fiave successj’u([y provided
nurses and carers to clients in their own fomes.

Please contact us for a brochure about our nursing services

(0118) 947 6666

10 Church Street, Caversham, READING RG4 8DZ

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 2010

A.R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance — General
Repairs — All Types of Decorating
Undertaken — Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES

14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 947 5846

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Office: 0118 947 0504
Mobile: 07793 214 385
Email: rayjnoble@hotmail.com

Ray Noble

Proprietor

Andrews Independent
Motoring School

ased Instructor
ly Qualified ADI

07792 792985 www.aimsdu.co.uk

APEX TILING

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tiling undertaken
Quality Friendly Service
Fully Insured
For a FREE Quotation
Please call Neil

Tel: 0118 946 4063
Mob: 07786 306226

NEED A RELIABLE
WINDOW CLEANER?

Call Garry @ ABELT.

« 10 years experience * Interior and Exterior Cleaning
« Velux and Conservatory Roof Cleaning using Reach & Wash System
« Fully Insured and Police checked
0118 9475696
07974 089978

o

67 Way, C Heights, Berkshire RG4 7HL

Caversham Clinic Carpet Fitter
25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 81B ey 1§ 2 ::‘;::::Ilcgl-v;ﬁ:ﬂg’éey';:‘::ﬂg
0118 948 2999

» Can supply carpet, vinyl, wood,
underlay etc.

* Reasonable rates

« Fitting Service only if required

= Can supply samples in the
comfort of your own home

Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Call Peter on:

Email:-cserfalvi.family@virgin.net

0118 943 1836 or 0796 797 6642

Jome usiin inlekors

uficd doft Furnishings

Cane End Workehops, Canc End House, Canc End, Oxon., RG4 OHH
Telephone: O118 947 2258 Mobile 0921 251%

Email janc_sustin@ntivorid.com

oy

Samples, New or Pre-owned
we've got the dress for you!

Visits to our READING
showroom are by appointment only.
Days, evenings & weekends available.

0118 948 38 38 | ’“t shire

www.berkshirebrides.co.uk _‘L

AMY’S CLEARANCE
SERVICE

The alternative to skip hire
I'll Clear It! Load It! And Tip It!

AMY’S CHIMNEY SWEEP
AMY’S GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE
AMY’S TREE PRUNING SERVICE
AMY’S FENCE ERECTING SERVICE

NEW!
WHEELIE BIN OVERFLOWING?
WE REMOVE EXCESS DOMESTIC
WASTE - BAGS PROVIDED

Tel: 0118 947 3560
Mobile: 07778 340444

*REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER*

Josey & Paynter ‘Health Products
Independent Distrbutor of Forever Uving Products
@ Antique Restorations- @ Aloe Vera Products
@ Furniture Repairs for Health @ Wellbeing

_ # Natural Ingredients
@ Can be Used on
Animals
* @ Business Opportunity
Call Dennis on

0118 982 1288

@ French Polishing
@ Leather Tops
@ Insurance Work

0118 984 3911

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

FIREPLACE
MAGIC

45 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading
STOVES & FIREPLACE SALES
CCTV Chimney Inspections
Design and installation also available

Tel: 0118 946 3060
www.fireplacemagic.com

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

e

e Your problem is ours
e Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

PHILIP BAKER & C°

Independent estate agents since 1992

The green shoots of
recovery are finally here.
But they need careful
nurturing.

Put yourself in the safe hands of
Philip Baker & Co, Caversham’s longest
serving and most professional estate agency
and experience the difference.
We are successful because we are buoyant, pro-
active and out to succccd, whatever the market.

18 Bridge Street Caversham Reading RG4 BAA
Telephone 0118 946 4606
email info@philipbaker.co.uk
wwwi.philipbaker.co.uk

.7 ARUM TREE SURGEONS
‘) TREE WITH OVER 20 YEQ%SRLD
SERVICES | ™ttt

e Tree removal, tree pruning ®
» Trees supplied and planted ®
° Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding ®
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION




