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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.

Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

Revd Alveen Thoresen, 25 Ilkley Road, Caversham,
RG4 7BD. Tel: 946 4786

Revd Keith Knee-Robinson, 8 Hewett Close,
Caversham, RG4 7ER Tel: 947 7868

Revd Dan Tyndall, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham. Tel: 0118 947 9505

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

Heather Wilson, 15 Northbrook Road, Caversham
Park. Tel: 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 947 2223
Deacon Becky Bawden, | Forge Close, Caversham RG4
8BG. Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Paul Rhodes. Tel: 954 5353

GRACE CHURCH (formerly Caversham Hill
Chapel) ;
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Giles Goward, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon Mike Walker, Tel: 07786 836146

Fr Christopher Bester, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning
Common. Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 945 3849 (contact)

PARISH OFFICES

ST BARNABAS
St. Barnabas Centre Parish Office
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

ST PETER’S
Church House, Caversham
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 9.30am-12.30pm

Tel: 947 1703 Email: parishoffice@stpetercaversham.idps.co.uk

THE

“POP-IN” CENTRE
IN CHURCH HOUSE

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays

10am to 12 noon

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company

NEN

4065

CAVERSHAM
GOOD NEIGHBOURS

Office — Church House,
Church Street, Caversham

Monday — Friday, 9.30 am — 11.30 am.
ARE YOU

A GOOD NEIGHBOUR? ﬂ
DO YOU DRIVE?
Can YOU spare a few hours a week,
or a month, to help a neighbour?

WE
Provide transport for essential journeys
for the elderly and handicapped.
Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and / or housebound
WE

Need YOUR HELP to do this.

Please contact us if you are able to help
0118 9483466

TALKING POINT
by

Jenny Dowding
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Whose apprentice are you

I'm not a fan of the TV programme “The Apprentice” — on

the odd occasion I've seen it, | find it difficult to identify with -

the aggressive and bullying behaviour of both the
contestants and the judges. Apparently, I'm not alone. The
programme has been described as “falsely linking success
with being nasty, disloyal, greedy and selfish”, and “full of
vulgar, loud people who, for all the wrong reasons, aré
setting each other up”. :

However, the basis of the programme is interestlpg.
Young ambitious people compete to become the apprentice
to a successful businessman, to learn his skills, to follow in
his footsteps, to become like him. Another word for
apprentice is disciple. The writer Dallas Willard asks the
question: “Whose disciple are you? You are somebody’s
disciple, somebody’s apprentice. You learned how to live
from somebody else.” (Dallas Willard in “The Divine
Conspiracy” 1998: Fount Paperbacks). We don’t usually
like to think of ourselves like this. In our individualistic
culture, we tend to think we’re independent, free-thinking,
our own person. But we have each been influenced, often
unwittingly, and for good or bad, by parents, teachers,
friends, colleagues.

In the time of Jesus, rabbis would attract disciples —
apprentices — who would seek to live so closely to their
master in order to learn from him, that they would be
covered in the dust of the rabbi. They were so committed to
walking and living close to the rabbi, that the dust kicked up
by the rabbi’s feet would coat the clothes of the apprentice.
It has been said that Christians are “apprentices in kingdom
living”. In other words, to be a Christian is to be apprenticed
to Jesus, to want to learn from him, and to become like him.

The new year is traditionally associated with resolutions,
decisions to put something right in our lives, make
changes, turn over a new leaf, and so on. This requires us
to think about ‘living intentionally’. A lot of people live
unintentionally, and they let life just happen to them. The
new year is the opportunity to decide, or to decide again,
whose apprentice | am. Will | let life simply happen to me,
or will | choose to follow one who will enable me to become
all that | was intended to be? Will | learn from the one who
knows what it is to be fully human? Will | walk so closely to
him every day that the dust of the rabbi will cover me?

Your life is not your project. It's God's project. Happy New
Year!

Revd Jenny Dowding is the Methodist Minister
in Caversham

Additional copies

Caversham Bridge

of the
Contributions for the February 2010
issue should be sent to St Peter’s Parish
CAVERSHAM Office by Tuesday 5th January. The date
BRIDGE for the March 2010 issue is Tuesday 2nd
may be obtained February 2010.
from

Advertising copy for the February 2010
Clnsalone issue should be sent to Mr A Wright,
59 Church Street Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue,
or Caversham, by Friday 1st January
WordPlay 20'1:0 Thezg?r:leor the March 2010 issue
is
18 Prospect Street rda Rl 2010,

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s, Gosbrook Road

10.00am Parish Eucharist
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am - The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)

First Sunday, Family Eucharist
The Eucharist
Evening Prayer (as announced)

11.30am
6.30pm

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School

11.00am Holy Communion (Ist, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.30am South Street
3.45pm Hymn Café (3rd Sunday)
6.30pm Usually at 191 Kidmore Road

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Gosbrook Road

10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm. Bvening Service

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican, Roman
Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and Mapledurham for
the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Eric Chappell, Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,
Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Rhona Flower, Mrs Pat Williams.

clo Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX Tel:
947 1708. Email: parishoffice @stpetercaversham.idps.co.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren
Avenue; Caversham RG4 7EB Tel: 947 6958,
Email: Alanwright77@aol.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr M. Staunton, 23 Albert Road,
Caversham, RG4 7AN. Tel: 947 2389.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mrs Marjorie Tillman, 30 Cardinal Close,
Caversham, Tel 947 5711,

COMPANY SECRETARY: Mrs Catharine Sharman, 12 Sheepwalk,
Caversham RG4 8

COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher, 33 The Ridgeway,
Caversham RG4 8NX. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER; Mrs D. Moore, 8 Springfield
Mews, Surley Row, Caversham RG4 7QA. Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of tfe board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703

Typeset by Caversham Print & Design, 2a Randolph Road,

Reading RG1 8EG

Tel: 0118 939 1981 Fax: 0118 959 8090

E-mail: splat@cavershamprint.co.uk

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Lt, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.
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GIRLGUIDING THANKSGIVING SERVICE

It's not often that Guiders do something just for themselves, but that's
precisely what guide leaders from all over Berkshire did on Sunday 15
November. As one of our Centenary Celebrations, a thanksgiving service was
held at St Mary's in Reading, to give thanks and praise for the dedication of
guiders past, present and future.

The service was taken by Rev Mary Harwood, herself a Guider, and the
Bishop of Reading spoke eloquently of the impact Girlguiding had on his

Margaret Pearson
of 4th Caversham
" Brownies and two
guides from the
2nd Caversham
Guides, with their
Standards.

Claire Pawley,
Catharine
Sharman and
Debbie Tarrant
with the Union
flag.

Photos courtesy
Catharine Sharman

life, and his spiritual journey. Many of the mayors from boroughs across the
County were also present, as was Theresa May MP, who is one of the
county's vice-presidents for Girlguiding UK. There were readings from the
County commissioner, our County president, and the choir was prov1ded by
the Trefoil Guild singing circle.

Each division (representing a part of the county) carried its standard, and
was accompanied by the flag from one of their Guide companies. Caversham
was well represented here, with Margaret Pearson of 4th Caversham
Brownies carrying the standard, together with two girls from 2nd
Caversham Guides, chosen because, at over 90 years old, it is the oldest unit
in Reading Abbey division.

The union flag, world flag and county standard led the procession, and,
again, Caversham was in on the act, with three Caversham guiders,
Catharine Sharman, Claire Pawley and Debbie Tarrant, carrying and
escorting the union flag.

Floral decorations throughout the church were provided by local guiders
(ves, Caversham was in there too), with beautiful displays depicting various
aspects and sections of Girlguiding.

Our Centenary celebrations will continue throughout 2010 and we aim to
bring news of our activities. If you would like to get involved, however
limited your time, please contact us via our e-mail
cavershamguides@hotmail.co.uk Catharine Sharman

Caversham Bridge

Would contributors please note that, following changes in the
opening days of the St Peter's Parish Office, it has become necessary
to alter the time when material should be submitted for publication.
The latest day in the relevant week will accordingly be the Tuesday
and not the Wednesday. We will continue to publish monthly in this
paper the two following months' latest submission dates.

It has also been necessary to alter the latest dates for submission
of advertisements, which will normally be the Friday preceding the
Tuesday date mentioned above. The two following months’
submission dates will similarly be published each month.

The editors hope these changes will not inconvenience
contributors or advertisers.

CAVERSHAM HEATH

Chazey Heath, Mapledurham

Open 7 days a week 10am to Spm

4 “C‘ 3 34 : So
Vershamsolicitos

Caversham Heath Golf Club Tel: 0118 972 5220 Daisy's - 0118 mjb;z

ALEX LOWTH
Gardening & Design

GOLF CL
<y Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
TUESDAY SPECIAL Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?
Seniors One Course Lunch 4 : .
£5.00 4 Reliable Gardening Service:
= “Speciafist herd nursery centered on a picturessque 18th
MORNING COFFEE ~AFTERNOON TEAS century barn in a traditional rural setting” & * One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
HOME COOKED MEALS ~ BEAUTIFUL VIEWS « Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
BARN GIFT SHOP DISPLAY GARDENS i i K 3 ;
Open to the general public 7 days a week - THE SAXON MAZE DAISY’S COFFEE SHOP « Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.
Full menu available 9am - 4pm Y
EngpHes e 00 Peppard Road, Sonning Commen, RG4 9NJ Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

Large Showroom of Quallty,
Individual Kltchen_s

Iermont Kielens

« Complete installation service /
- Open 6 days a week v/
- Easy 1o find, parking v
« Design & planning v
« Service second to none v/
- 600 door options — Yes 600 v

- Huge choice of appliances v
+ Management of all
Ancilliary work undertaken v
« Laminate, Granite & Corian Worktops v
! v = OPEN
Ewtablished 20 years Y Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
. . Sat 9am-4pm

Everything you will ever need under one roof, the
most comprehensive range of designs available!
Come and visit our showroom to see our fresh,
innovative designs.
www.PiermontKitchens.co.uk

email: co.uk

355-357 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM RG4 8D

I: READING 0118 946 4665
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Peter Robins ]

Local Builders, Maintenance, Repairs
30 years experience: Fully insured
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits
Internal/external alterations
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Garden Walls, Fencing, Patios
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

@nne
web design :
Aftractive
Affordable
Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get starfed on
the web.

0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

PROBLEMS?
WHY NOT LET

NIMBLE FINGERS
SORT OUT YOUR
ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS
TO YOUR FAVOURITE CLOTHES
CALL MAUREEN AFTER 6PM
0118 947 0212

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker
Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and

General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021

Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG 07967 642260

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING
Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed
New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
\ Reading RG4 7HR )

TR TR TR U D]
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Ex Libris

CHRISTMAS PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE

Christmas 2009 is now in the past but as I write i
future and for most of you it is probably still ‘this Chr
am not going to embark upon a discussion CONCETN
paradox of time. Rather I thought I would look at some }/01‘:\1
practical issues that came to light in the run up to 'lhli*
Christmas’ and which will certainly figure in most people’s lives
in the coming year. And I haven’t even mentioned the general
election; well now I have.

it is still in the
istmas’. I
ing the

EDUCATION AND TRANSPORT )

These are two of the most contentious issues, along with
planning, that seem to dominate local debate.

Over the last year I, and others, have reported on the problems
and changes that education in Reading is facing

Early in November CADRA held a meeting featuring speal}ers
from the council who gave a most comprehensive analysis of the
current situation. It would take several pages of this paper even
to begin to outline the issues. However Maggie Buckley and
Kevin McDaniel, head of the education management team, first
summarised the salient problems and then took questions from
the 50 or so people at the meeting. It should be noted these
included several of our local councillors, including the Mayor,
Cllr Fred Pugh.

Both in Reading as a whole and particularly in Caversham, the
problem is one of numbers and places. We are faced with a rising
birth rate combined with a decline in outward mobility from the
area. In 2006 we enjoyed a 20% surplus in primary school
places, by 2009 this had declined to 4% and the statistics
indicate that the trend will continue.

Various means of addressing the problem have been looked at;
some even have gone to public consultation. Indeed of the 297
replies received by the council to its consultation in June 2009
over 50% came from the RG4 area.

This showed an overwhelming rejection of the plan to build a
new primary school on the Mapledurham playing fields and
there was an equally negative response to the idea of a primary
school on the Highdown site. Other solutions such as expanding
existing primaries and encouraging more co-operation between
Highdown and Chiltern Edge are being explored. Caversham’s
historic close connections with South Oxon are confirmed by the
fact that 30% of the intake into primaries in the adjacent area of
South Oxfordshire is drawn from the RG4 postcode.

Maggie Buckley emphasised the difficulty in planning for
unborn cohorts of children. Some sort of ‘flexiplan’ is required in
response to the emerging demand. However, even if both the
money and the political will were readily available, Reading
faces another problem: its size. As a very small education
authority there is little spare land. Indeed, although it is
acknowledged that we need another secondary school, this
requires eight hectares and the council just doesn’t own that
much land.

The latter part of the meeting consisted of a question and
answer session. It was quite clear that many people had some
challenging questions as to how we had arrived at this state of
affairs. One problem is that the National Office of Statistics’ own
figures, which inform planning decisions, for 2006+ in the
Reading area, were significantly wrong. Further discussion also
took place over the status of the Mapledurham playing fields,
though politically this would appear to be off the agenda at the
moment.

Solutions may lie in arranging more flexible catchment areas.
Kevin McDaniel said that despite the figures given above,
Caversham as a whole should have sufficient capacity for the
next few years.

One final thought, however, is that this is the year of a general
election.

TRANSPORT

The upgrading of Reading Station will have several
repercussions on Caversham.‘l went to one of the exhibitiong
organised by the council following planning approval in
September. According to the council ‘the new building and
facilities will extend across Station Approach and will include a
large pedestrian area, which will mean the closure of Station
Approach which is currently used by buses, taxis and cycles,
This means,roads located around the station will need to be
reconfigured with bus, taxi, cycle, coach and drop off
interchange facilities in the area reorganised.” It will also entail
some changes to bus stops and bus routes to Caversham. Most
affected are those routes which currently come into Caversham
via Caversham Bridge.

I also asked about Crossrail. I was told that this is now more
likely than before to be extended to Reading from Maidenhead,
The original reasons against it coming were the extra cost of
electrification and limited capacity at Reading Station. Both
issues are being addressed so the extension is now more
probable. :

I never like ending on a downbeat but it should be noted that
although the money is in place for the actual rail network
extension and the main station, unfortunately this is not the case
for the wider station area where private funding will be required.

THE MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS MARKET

For the last several years part of our family’s routine has been
to visit the Mayor’s Market. This year there wasn’t one. Why?

Who better to ask than the mayor himself? Cllr Pugh was more
than happy to discuss the matter. First of all he stressed that,
despite its name, the Mayor’s Market really had little to do with
the mayor or his charities. It was run by a committee which did
not involve the mayor and, as any visitor to it will know, it
consisted of a series of stalls raising money for their own
charities. As the cost of running these stalls, including the
Hexagon’s fees, has increased, so the money raised for charity
has decreased. For these reasons the committee decided that this
year it would call a halt.

By way of compensation for the disappointed charities, and
the people who enjoyed the Mayor's Market, Cllr Pugh
negotiated four free days at a cabin in the Oracle Christmas
market. Four lucky charities each had a day selling their wares
at this event which has now become a regular feature of
Reading's Christmas season.

A TIME FOR GIVING g

Finally, talking of charities, it still isn’t too late to take part in
Lindsay’s quiz. It only costs £2 and of course some generous
people make an extra donation. This is now a traditional feature
of the Christmas season in Caversham. It has been running for
nearly a quarter of a century and has raised thousands of pounds
for various local charities.

This year the quiz is in aid of Age Concern Reading and the
money raised will go towards outings for elderly people who
would not otherwise be able to afford them.

The quiz is available from WordPlay in Prospect Street and
from several local churches.

If you would like to find out more, look up the website
www.lindsaysquiz.co.uk

You have until the end of January.

So please enter into the spirit of Christmas.

s &
~ -
45 Caversham Print & Design
i 9a Randolph Road, Reading, Berkshire RG1 8EB
Telephone 0118 939 1981 = Fax- 0118 959 8090
Email: splat@cavershamprint.co.uk
The complete package from Design to
4 colour printing
Brochures e Booklets
e Programmes e Stationery

Digital and Volume Copying

Thes

1Shop

COMPLETE SIGNAGE SOLUTIONS

Banners e Signs for Shop fronts e
e Estate Agents e Vans
e A-Boards
If you need signs or banners for anything please phone:

0118 959 8090

Computer Problems?

Whatever the problem, let us help
you get the best from your computer. {

Competitive rate, no fix no fee.

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly

5 Bicycle Repairs The local firm with the international

: 0118 948 3257

Mob: 07847 462068 Ring Jerry reputation — Est. 1901

mal onkey. .

o magemorsex o 0774 695 9463 PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS ¢ VALUERS
CHARTERED SURVEYORS

At Reading Market

Gill Madeley naHon.
Garden Design & Maintenance

FPlanting Schemes
Advice

0118 9471178 07971 742053
W E T A ¥.com

ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
VALUATIONS FOR ALL
PURPOSES

FREE VERBAL VALUATIONS & HOUSE
VISITS
FREE VALUATIONS AT OUR OFFICE
ON
MONDAY AFTERNOONS 2 — 4 pm
PLEASE CALL US — WE WOULD BE
DELIGHTED TO HELP
ALL INFO, CATALOGUES & RESULLS ON THE
WEBSITE
31 Great Knollys Street +44 (0)118 950 8611
Reading, Berkshire RG | 7HU Fax: +44 (0) 18 950 5896

Website: wwwitsauction.co.uk Email 1n[o@(I\ul\hluby-shorl.‘\nd couk
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Remembrance and Poppy Appeal in Caversham

On Sunday November 8th, Caversham had one of its biggest ever parade and services for
Remembrance Sunday. Over 700 people attended the service at Caversham's War Memorial in

Christchurch Meadows.

As always, the police accompanied the parade from Christchurch Meadows as members of
various local organisations paraded from Westfield Road to the memorial where the service was
conducted by the Legion's branch chaplain the Rev. Derek Chandler, from St. Barnabas Church,

Emmer Green.

This year, emphasis was made on the relevance of Remembrance. The present day conflicts
meant that increasingly people wanted to remember and think about the human sacrifice that

all conflicts cost.

The service was made even more poignant because of the loss of a local boy, Cyrus Thatcher,
in Helmand Province earlier in 2009. His parents, brothers, relatives and colleagues from his
regiment were at the service and laid wreaths in his memory.

After raising money from local residents and businesses the names of Caversham's Fallen
from World War II were added in 2005. One panel was left blank in the hope that it would for
ever stay that way. It is blank no more. The name of Cyrus Thatcher has been added and
Caversham has one more war dead to remember.

The name was added by AB Walker & Son, who also did the engraving of the World War II
fallen. The bill was paid from the war memorial fund but Mr. Julian Walker immediately made
a donation to the Poppy Appeal of the same amount - in other words his company did the work
for nothing. It is generous gestures like this that really bring home the deep sense of gratitude
that people feel when they donate to the Appeal.

At the time of writing the people and businesses in Caversham had already donated over

£35,000 to 2009 appeal.

On Wednesday the 11th November Caversham came to a standstill — at 11am. Service
standards were lowered and two minutes silence was observed.

Prison appeals for volunteer teachers

The Young Offenders Institute at
Huntercombe, Nuffield, is seeking volunteers
to work with young people on a one to one
basis.

One to One is a scheme within the prison
through which volunteers help young men
aged 15 to 18 with their literacy, language and
numeracy, in an attempt to give them the

*T°AlI CHI *

1p.m. QIGONG Beginners
2p.m. TAIJI FOR HEALTH
FRIDAYS: Reading Canoe Club, The Warren.

Introducing SLOW, GENTLE, Qigong/Taiji and the
health benefits of these exercises, now being
recommended by many health experts to
encourage us back into being more
active, positive and energised.

No experience y! Begi S
ANY class is suitable for ANY level

! All ages!

Course bookings per term from £6 per hour or £9 for 2
hours, Try your first hour for free. Call Jo - 0118 984 5837

nick baldwin

GARDEN DESIGN & BUILD

e Full design & landscaping service
« Portfolio available to view with
highlights online
o Project featured in Garden Design
Journal
¢ DGD qualified (Diploma in Garden
Design)
Visit: www.nickbaldwin.net
or Call: 0118 9594171
Mob: 07801 284377

—

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

administration

skills and confidence to access learning
opportunities. The scheme has been running
for approximately ten years and there are
currently 40 volunteers who are managed by
one full-time co-ordinator. The scheme fits
around and supports the other types of
literacy and numeracy provision in the
prison.

Working as a volunteer is a challenge, but
all sorts of people accept this challenge. It is
not necessary to have previous teaching
experience, as training is given. A volunteer
tutor needs to have a good level of education,
be positive, committed and a good listener.

Prospective volunteers are interviewed
before being accepted and also have to
undergo a security check. All volunteers
attend a four-day training course. A Co-
ordinator provides help and support and the
prison authorities are able to reimburse travel
exXpenses.

You can contact One-to-One on: 01491
643315 or e-mail patricia.ryman
@hmps.gsi.gov.uk or write to: Patsy Ryman,
One to one, HMYOI Huntercombe, Nufflield,
Henley on Thames, RG9 5SB
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Hemdean House School
We could be the answer for your child

Small Classes Outstanding Pastoral Care

Excellent Results Experiencad Teachers

il After School Care Reasonable Fees

Holiday Care Unique Family Atmosphere

Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 7SD, Tel: 0118 8472580, e-mail:
office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk, web-site: www hemdeanhouse co uk

SURVEYS AND
VALUATIONS
Mark -
Hutchings

Chartered Surveyor

N Tarrant & Son

Residential and
Commercial Property
Wide area covered

Plumbing and Heating

0118 947 9727

e Plumbing repairs and fitting
e Bathroom design and installation
PET CARE e Kitchen replacement.
On holiday, working, e Tiling
ill or just need help? e General property maintenance
DOG WALKING and repair
LOOKING AFTER
DOGS, CATS, Telephone: 0118 9470003
RABBITS etc ila:
Let me HELP you Mobile: 07894 850 950
in your home or mine Email: nitarrant@supanet.com
0118 9470187

TAYLOR BRICKWORK

Specialisingin Extensions, Conservatory
Bases,

Garden walls, Repointing and General
Alterations

For a Free Estimate or any Advice, please
call us on

Reading: 0118 9673912 or 07990810101

Quality and Reliability Assured

* COMPUTER ASSISTED

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
VISION EXAMINATION
* GLAUCOMA TESTING * EYECARE

E "
+ CONTACT LENSES M
OPHTHALMIC
N OPTICIANS

o ZEISS
CENTRE

* BUDGET FRAMES
* DESIGNER FRAMES
« COMPETITIVE PRICES -
« ONE HOUR SERVICE

* QUALITY

* SERVICE
Sffpafy CUCCI! zEmx
CotvinKlen Christian Dior aomao amay

* FASHION

ROBIN JAMES OPTICIANS
44, CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

READING TEL: 0118 947 2099

OPPOSITE WAITROSE

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

g Mrs Samantha Vistuer
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

ol
g

A\

#\

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

Telephone Reading (0118) 967 7033
Mobile: 07831 553314

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements
SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

20 Portman Road,
Reading RG30 1EA

A APPROVID CONTRACTOR




Pago 6

‘7 MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS
« Full Replacement * Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
« Clearing and Cleaning + Guaranteed for 10 years
« [ull Public Liability Insurance + Police Checked
I welcome inspection of
previous work
Call Garry @ Abelclean for FREE estimate
0118 947 5696 or
07974 089978

n

i K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer
Corgi registered for 30 years !

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

vale cyyest

Chartered

Accountants

Providing a personal service to many local
owner-managed businesses, including monthly
management accounts, payroll and VAT
preparation, advice on acquisitions, etc.

Free initial consultation on audit, accountancy,
taxation, trust or any other related activities,

Contact:
Kathryn Cutts - 0118 957 3238
keutts@valewest.com

Catering with Flair

Creative Cuisine for all Occasions

Vegetarian Dishes a Speciality!
We can provide all or part of the menu for your
function whatever the size!
¢ Tasty Canapés and Starters
» Unusual Seasonal Salads
* Creative Main Courses
¢ Delicious Desserts
¢ Scrumptious Afternoon Teas
For further details, please telephone

0118 948 38 38

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

® [ree valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers

® Professional staff who live within the area

® Regular up-date reports

® Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2010

TO Be — Or Not To Be

Should the priest at Caversham be re-housed? Or should his present
dwelling place be improved? These were the questions that p}aguc(l
some people in the village for many years. In fact from 1804 until 1844
when the matter was finally resolved. The story of those forty years of
arguing and changing of plans is all set down in (:()1‘1‘05P“‘.’d‘m(_"e
belonging to Christ Church, Oxford, where I spent two mornings in
their archives. .

It begins a few years after the death of Caversham’s priest, the Revd
Peter Vaas, in 1800. There was obviously a discussion about the new
incumbent’s living accommodation, for a letter, dated 1804, states that
Peter Vaas had lived in a property once held by the Brighams. g

A little aside here on the Brighams. Thomas Brigham was Cofferer to
Henry VIII. After the dissolution of the monasteries, Henry lle}n(ltzc’l all
the Notley Abbey lands in Caversham to Chrisl Church, Oxford. The
Brighams almost certainly held, as tenants, the former Notley Abbey
lands at Cannon’s End (now Cane End), where they built a house or
extended the farm buildings which were the monks’ grange. Cane End
was formerly part of Caversham parish and only in the eighteenth
century taken away to help form the new parish of Kidmore End. The
Brigham family plaques can be seen in the Brigham chapel in St Peter’s
church. The first house they lived in was burnt down around 1703 and
the present one, Cane End House, arose from its ruins. It is also
possible that the Brighams had some Christ Church land at Buckside,
near the church, for Peter Vaas may have lived in a cottage there. It is
certainly mentioned around 1840/1841.

Now, back to 1809, when a letter from Caversham to Christ Church
asks if they would consider buying two adjoining cottages for the
priest. Back came the reply that a recent fire at the college had caused
a great deal of expense over repairs and it was not possible to do
anything for the present. Time passed and the poor incumbent’s house
was in a bad way. Dry rot had got into the living room and was rapidly
consuming the wainscot. According to a letter, it would soon spread
into the beams. The cost of dealing with this matter was estimated at
fourteen pounds. In fact it proved greater.

Again the months went by, the years rolled on. Then early in1837 a
new idea was suggested from Caversham. Could the tenants of The
Priory, also a Christ Church property, be given notice and it be used for
the curate while a new house was built or the old one repaired? The
Priory tenants were two Miss Cowslades. Another year elapsed when
in May 1838 the Dean and Chapter received a letter from the Revd
Richard Roberts, curate of Caversham, asking, “Is the proposal to
repair or rebuild the parsonage given up?” He went on to say that he
had heard nothing of the kind was now going on and that if the scheme
was abandoned he would have to give up the parish.

The letter from poor Richard Roberts seems to have got things
moving again. His house was examined and Christ Church told that
new gutters and tiles were needed for a room and the chimney needed
repairs. A new beam was required to support the ceiling in one room.
All windows and wainscots ‘which were numerous’ would need
replacing. The cost of the operation was to be in the region of two
hundred and seventy pounds! In September a local builder, Mr
Johnson, inspected The Priory. He did not think the cost of restoring it
worthwhile, it was damp and inconvenient. He suggested patching it
up for fifty pounds and letting it on a long lease, or pulling it down
and rebuilding it.

Things began to happen! A letter from the Dean and Chapter on
November 12 stated they intended to rebuild The Priory, presumably
for use as a parsonage. Then came a letter from Caversham (June 1839)
saying that Christ Church had fixed the rent for the Priory too high for
the Revd Richard Roberts. He only had a stipend of seventy-five
pounds yearly and to pay a rent of sixty from it was unthinkable. Back
came the reply. The Priory was actually worth a rent of seventy-five
pounds per annum! However Mr Roberts could have it for sixty. It was
suggested he could let his present abode for fifteen pounds when he
moved to The Priory thus giving him thirty pounds a year to live on!

By September it had been suggested that the rent should be raised to

eighty pounds! The letter from Oxford said there was a good supply of
water to The Priory but as yet no water closet! One might be added!
The house, they wrote, was not quite finished.
i A very irate letter the next month said the property was not yet fit
for occupation. The‘re were no grates, the chimneys were not yet built
and a large heap of rubbish from the alterations was in the grounds.
The writer was the Revd H Poyntz and he indicated he was no longer
interested in the curacy. Within a few weeks yet another cleric, the
Rgvd Latward, had a159 declined the living, By 1840 the present curate
of Caversham had resigned and by April The Priory was still empty
and the privies unusable.

The old Christ Church cottage at Buckside was once again inspected
with a view to improving it for the incumbent. However the material
was of little use; the walls were only one brick thick and the
foundations were of flint. It was now 1841.

Finally in January 1843 it was stated “ that the Dean and Chapter

had no alternative but to present to the living
a cleric who would be compellable to erect a
suitable house”. That cleric was the Revd
Joshua Bennett, a Perpetual Curate of Christ
Church. Two house plans were drawn up. One
was plain, square and of red brick and for a
further one thousand pounds all rooms in this
house could be made a foot larger each way.
The other was a design in Gothic style, no
doubt to complement the Gothic-inspired
residence of Mr Simonds, Caversham’s lay
rector, who lived nearby.

It is interesting to note that several times in
correspondence from Caversham to Christ
Church, there was mention of curates coming
forth from Reading to ‘hold the fort’ between
1809 and 1837. Perhaps the trio of musicians,
who also came from Reading to play at
Sunday services, helped keep up the spirits of
the congregation during these rather uncertain
years.

The last heard about the arrangement was
that Joshua Bennett's mother-in-law, Mrs
Eykyn, was advancing half the cost of
building the Rectory, provided the Dean and
Chapter of Christ Church put up the
remainder. This appears to have happened for
in October 1844 the new house was
completed. Sighs of relief must have been
breathed in Caversham! MK

Licensing of Anna Knaggs as lay

minister at Reading Deaf Church

On Saturday Nov 7th, Anna was licensed at
Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford. The
service was interpreted into sign language,
and Anna was supported by a group of 40
family and friends from the Deaf Church.
Reading Deaf Church presented her with her
lay minister’s scarf, and arranged for
everyone to enjoy lunch together afterwards
at Oxford Deaf Centre.

Anna will minister to deaf people in St
Mark's Chapel in the Deaf Centre at Cardiff
Road. Anna is hearing, and it is unusual for a
hearing person to be a lay minister in a deaf
church. Deaf people are very pleased she is
now a lay minister serving the Deaf Church.

We wish Anna and Reading Deaf Church
every blessing in their ministry together.

OM

St. Andrew’s Church, Cavershanm Heights
(Albert Road RGA 7PL)

Eucharist Service with

prayers for healing
wholeness and peace

X ¥

at 7.30pm on the first Thursday of every month

All welcome!

supported by the locat branch of ikl | 11¢ Guild of
The Guild of St Raphael i
ani o ;

“If you

t Raphael
It

7w

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE \

Grqve Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.
EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,

conversation and
v:;mpany
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The Parish Church Bells at
Our Lady and St Anne

The north tower and the original fitting of
bells in our church was about 1904.

There are four bells: Robert Mott of London,
the forerunner of the Whitechapel bell
foundry, cast the tenor which was the largest
in 1597. The bell is 30 1/2 inches in diameter
and is recorded as being hung in the church of
St Mary Breadmus Canterbury. It is next
recorded in 1887 in the church of St Andrew,
also in Canterbury, and finally moved to
Caversham in 1904.

This tenor bell was rung for many years hy
the Visitation Sisters to call out the Angelus,
morning, noon and evening, using the Sally
behind the North door.

The other three bells (cast by Charles Carr
Ltd Smethwick) were originally rung by
means of a small keyboard connected to the
bells by a series of weights and wires. There is
no record of when this system fell into
disrepair.

THE ANGELUS BELL is soon to be
refurbished thanks to the generosity of one of
our parish ladies, in honour of Our Lady of
Caversham for her Golden Jubilee, and in
memory of her husband.

The process of enquires, estimates and
variations and approvals has taken from the
beginning of April until now and the
Whitechapel bell foundry will carry out the
works. The work will be in three elements,
electrical, the coring out of the crown staple,
measure for the new Iroko (hardwood)
headstock, and supporting iron work. The
second visit will be to re-hang the bell with its
associated fittings and electric control unit.
There will be no work carried out to the
remaining three bells, which are all out of
tune. The offered scrap value would not
equate to the removal costs, therefore they will
remain with the minimum of maintenance.

The Angelus bell and the hours will chime
daily. The bell will be silent through the night.

CHURCHES

the end of the Service.

News from the Parish of
Our Lady and St Anne

Parishioners from Our Lady and St Anne’s Church, Caversham, and
from St Michael’s Church, Sonning Common, got
November, for a game of skittles. About 50

together

Gardeners Arms in Caversham for a relaxing, social event.

As they arrived, each person was allocated to one of four teams and,
when all were present, play began. Two games were played, with
cheers for every miss and even louder cheers for every strike. A spread
of food was laid out during the second game which brought the game
to a temporary halt. During refreshment time, raffle tickets were sold
for a selection of prizes and £110 was raised which will be sent to the
Don Bosco Shelter for street boys in Mumbai. The game soon went on

again and Team A came out overall winners.

A final “killer” game was played when everyone had one ball and
was eliminated if they didn’t knock a skittle down. The next person
then aimed at whatever was left standing. The second and subsequent
rounds followed in the same way with only the successful players
bowling each time. The excitement grew, as did the noise, until only
two young ladies battled it out. Sarah was the last one left and was

declared the Killer Queen.

Everyone was pleased to meet members of the other parish and, in
particular, to have names put to faces frequently seen but not

previously identified.

people met at the

GrAHAM
e G.ROBINSON
PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT
REEINRGN & MAINTENANCE

EXTENSIONS, BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, PaTIOS
ALL BUILDING WORK UNDERTAKEN.
QUALITY AND RELIABILITY ASSURED.
FREE ESTIMATES

PLEASE CALL GRAHAM :
01189 474106 07748844890
G ROBINSON4@SKY.COM
175 UpPER WooDCOTE RoaD, |
CaversHAM RG4 7JR

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience

Competent tradesmen Wil undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

www.qas.org.uk

web design & development : e-commerce : Internet marketing : 1T consultancy

"y | izzyuigiialks
Do you need a new or updated website?
Not sure what to do?

whizzydigital con help with a wide range of affordable services.
From Initial consultancy to design and development of a solution,
whizzydigital will meet your needs from start to finish.
e-mail: jason@whizzydigital.co.uk
tel: 0845 680 9605
web: www.whizzydigital.co.uk

QUOTE OUR 10% DISCOUNT CODE: CBO1

Queen Anne’s School

® Boarding and day school for girls
aged || to I8

W @ Excellent academic results

: ® Full, weekly and flexi boarding

Queen Anne's School

| Henley Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 6DX

| T:0118918 7333
E:admissions@gqas.org.uk
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CAVERSHAM GROUP CONFIRMATION

The Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Stephen Cottrell,
confirmed candidates from St Andrew’s, St Barnabas’, St
Peter’s and St Margaret’s Churches at the annual service held
this year on 22 November in St John the Baptist Church. Our
picture shows Bishop Stephen with the newly confirmed at

Quiet Day

Our Quiet Day was held in the Visitor's
Wing at the Community of St Mary the Virgin,
Wantage in October. After the 10.0 am
Eucharist, Sister Barbara Clare joined us and
led each of three short sessions, in a lovely
sunny room. She told us about the lives of St
Francis de Sales and St Jane de Chantal, both
saints of the 16th century, who tried to lead
simple lives following Jesus' example. She
explained how relevant they are to our own
lives; we too could follow their example by
living each event with patience and
forebearance always remembering Jesus' and
how he lived his short life here on earth.

We had plenty of space to be quiet and were
free to walk in the garden and orchards. We
also had the use of two very comfortable,
warm sitting rooms and a well stocked art
room. We came and

away refreshed

encouraged in our own attempts to live the
Janet Soden

Christian way of life.

For the last 5 years I have taken a group
from St Peter’s and St Margaret's Mothers'’
Union to the CSMV Community at Wantage
where I have been an Oblate for over 20 years.
This year | opened it to St John's and the
congregations of the churches in general.
Twelve of us drove over the downs to Wantage
and found peace, refreshment and inspiration.
[ could have doubled the number this year,
which is encouraging and shows just how
much people are looking for a space in their
lives to reflect and come closer to God.

Please contact me if you would like to talk
about Quiet Days, Retreats etc. T. 0118
9475834 or marionpyke@holycow.freeserve.
co.uk

I have been asked not to wait another year
but perhaps arrange another Quiet Day around
Lent — watch this space! Marion Pyke

Summerfield

RESIDENTIAL HOME

Registered with the Commission for
Social Care Inspection.
Victorian House specially converted to
provide superb standards of comfort for
15 service users.

Single and Double rooms for Respite and
Long term care.

Close to all amenities.
Manager: Tracey Clark
Proprietor: Colin Robbins

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone (0118) 947 2164
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DMDB A

Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Dr Martin Smith BDS (U. Lond)

DENTAL SURGEON

Home Visiting Service for the housebound
Tel: 0118 973 5789
Mobile: 0798 484 3043

Please ring for more information

by Mary Kift
A revised edition
£8.99
Now available at
THE WENDY HOUSE and WORDPLAY

mn

LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM }

L Prospect Street, Caversham

CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

ACCOUNTS & TAX

Quality personal service for all your
Accounting, Tax, VAT, Book-keeping
Free Quote Home Visits

Gerard Young 0118-987 1419

| A\ jas2eo up

Swing Dance Classes
Jive - Jitterbug - Lindy Hop - Balboa

Every Tuesday Evening
7.30pm until 10.30pm
Reading Canoe Club,
The Warren, Caversham RG4 7TH
No need to bring a partner
Absolute Beginners very welcome

www.alljazzedup.com
contact jean@alljazzedup.com
or call Jean 0780 8966928

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

ALL PLUMBING,
BATHROOMS, TAPS,
CYLINDERS, WASHERS &
ALL SMALL JOBS

4 Twin Oaks,
Emmer Green
Reading RG4 8SW

Telephone

READING 947 3003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE
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WHY ARE THE FLOWER BEDS ALL DIFFERENT?

This and many other questions about the plants and trees at
Caversham Court were answered by Emily Waters, the head gardener,
as she took groups of Friends of Caversham Court Gardens on ‘plant
safaris’ on beautiful October afternoons. The trees looked glorious in the
autumn sun as many had already turned from green to gold.

The history of the location and the soil determined what has been
planted in each area.

e The vinery bed near the refreshment kiosk had a stunning display
of indoor plants reflecting its history as a recreational greenhouse where
visitors would have been able to admire the plants as well as the fish in
the pond. The current plants will not survive the winter so the bed has
to be cleared and only the box hedge left over the winter. Emily and her
colleagues are already planning an even more stunning display for next
summer.

e The east border, which can be admired from both the main lawn
and the Long Walk, is a Victorian-style herbaceous border reminiscent
of the 19th century when the Simonds family lived in Caversham Court.
The border has bloomed constantly all summer. Emily described how
she felt when faced with planting up the whole bed with a detailed plan
in one hand and hundreds of small plants in 9cm pots. Each pot had to
be placed accurately before the planting started and then they had to
work carefully so that they did not stand on any of the tiny new plants.
The plants are cut back gradually as they fade — the plan is to leave them
as long as possible to benefit the wildlife. In spring we will see bulbs
flowering before the herbaceous plants grow up again.

e The old beech and other trees cast a shadow on the west border.
Therefore it is planted with box hedges and ornamental plants
reflecting the more formal garden of the era of the Loveday family, who
lived in Caversham Court in the 18th century. All the box hedging has
been transplanted from the top terrace where the house footprint now
is. Although the plants spent a winter in the allotment area virtually all
of them survived. Amazingly the old wisteria has also survived the
rebuilding of the wall on which it grows. It was cut back hard and laid
on the ground, but despite this treatment it is really flourishing.

e Underneath the causeway, the bed is very shallow: about one foot
of soil on top of the foundations for the causeway wall but the white
Geraniums, macrorrhizum White Ness, have flowered well and will be
green all winter unless it is a very severe one. The box hedge on the
causeway itself will be grown to the height of the stone benches -

y ‘ +  hopefully provid-
ing a disincentive
to people hurling
themselves off the
wall. This winter
Emily and her staff
are planting a
hedge of pleached
lime trees. They
will be trained on
trellising and
trimmed like a
hedge on stilts.
This hedge will
give the allotment

Courtesy Friends of Cavesham Court

Colour in the garden

holders some privacy and screen off Reading
Canoe Club.

e The steep bank between the house
footprint and St Peter’s churchyard is poor soil:
chalky and stony with lots of building rubble
underneath. It is also very sunny and really

- dry. The lavender plants there will be clipped

so that they grow into blocks of colour. The
line of dwarf box shows the continuation of the
line of the house — look for the bay window.
Here the transplanted box is struggling to
survive as it is too hot and dry and so the
plants are to be replaced during the winter.

o The back wall behind the lavender bank
and the beds beside the steps have been
planted for autumn and winter interest as at
this time of the year many of the Caversham
Court visitors are ‘commuters’ cutting through
on the way to the station or the Caversham
shops. Some of the plants are scented — look
out for one in April that smells of chocolate!

Emily’s two top tips for gardeners were how
to deal with the sap of the Weymouth pine and
her best tree for an urban garden. The
Weymouth pine next to the refreshment kiosk
has stunning pine cones but they drip with sap
which is not water soluble. So if you
inadvertently stand underneath, use alcohol-
based antiseptic hand wash to remove it from
your hair! Her recommended tree for a small
garden is the Amalanchier (specimen tree, not
the shrub form) with its small white flowers in
spring and lovely autumn colour. It never
grows really tall. Look for the one on the lower
lawn near the rectory garden.

Would you like to join tours and other
Friends’ activities (and support FCCG in its
aim of publicising and preserving Caversham
Court)? If so, please contact: Philip Darlow,
Treasurer FCCG, Kalewa, The Warren,
Caversham, Reading, RG4 7TQ - Tel: 0118 947
2205 / E-mail: FriendsofCavershamCourt@
googlemail.com. The subscription to December
2010 is £2.00.

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL &
SERVICES

SECURITY

« DOOR ENTRY
* INTRUDER ALARMS
« SECURITY LIGHTING

+ ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* EXTRA SOCKETS
« COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel. Reading 0118 9543059 or Mobile 0956 811443

Small Building Works
Property Maintenance
Alterations

Chartered accountant

16 Sheridan Avenue, Caversham

No Job too Small Reading, Berkshire, RG4 7QD

Free Estimates

For help with all your

accounts or tax problems
Est: 35 years P

call 0118 9479162
Caversham r Strick: @
0118 9482504 or email patrickmanners@btconnect.com

PETERIEUAIEE Old Luxters Barn Malcolm J. Jeffries
Weddings and Civil Partnerships
PAINTER & DECORATOR Private Parties and Corporate Events Interior & Exterior Decorating
PRIVATE & Your day... Your way... ) §
S UB-CONTRACT Building Maintenance
FANTASTIC OFFERS FOR THIS YEAR
GENERAL
MAINTENANCE & Just call the office on 0118 984 5990
REPAIRS or email events@oldluxtersbam.co.uk PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
Caversham Heights
ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE Old Luxters Barn, Hambleden, MOBILE 07768 376210 Reading
Oxfordshire, RGS 6JW Berks
TEL: READING g
e .oldluxtersbarn.co.uk RG4TEY
DICK SMITH Patrick J Manners Belcher Turf Co.
General Builder J. V. BELCHER

BUSY SINCE 1960
May we quote you for all
Garden work? i
Large or small jobs welcome.
Prompt attention to all enquiries.

Turf supplied only

or
Turf supplied and laid
Phone Reading 0118 947 3124
or 07860 842760
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ENVIRONMENT

HOPS

Before being used to flavour a drink called beer,
hops were used in this country to induce sleep,
and it appears that the town of Reading played a
part in helping to popularise the hop pillow.

Addington Road and Addington House (in
London Street) commemorate Dr Anthony
Addington, who set up his medical practice about
1744. He soon built up a high reputation,
especially in the treatment of mental illness, and
the house next to his in London Street became a
private asylum.
Eventually he
moved to London,
where his patients
included some of
the most famous
people in the
land.

His son, Henry
Addington,
became Prime
Minister to George
I, and also
became Viscount
Sidmouth.  The
king was suffering
from chronic
insomnia (among
other things), and
his physicians had so far failed to effect any
improvement. His Prime Minister, however,
remembering his father’s remedies, recommended
that His Majesty tried sleeping on a pillow stuffed
with hops. This did the trick, and hop pillows
became widely used after that.

I seem to remember that, in the 1960s, the
Sunday papers often carried advertisements
extolling the effectiveness of hop pillows. This no
longer seems to be the case.

There is a hop growing in my garden — a
cultivated golden variety, which every spring
shoots up the neighbour’s down-pipe and invades
the gutters if 'm not quick enough. Unfortunately,
it is of the male gender, and produces no hops, this
being one of those species which have their male
and female flowers on separate plants. The

essential oils-are concentrated in glands in the
papery scales which form the seed-heads of the
plant, and which grow from the female flowers
and look like little papery pine-cones.

So the present photograph, showing a female
plant with lots of papery cones, was taken not in
the garden, but beside a hedgerow in Blewbury, on
a warm and sunny November morning.

In fact the wild hop is native in the southern part
of Great Britain. It becomes less common north of
the Humber, and
almost

non-
existent north of
the Solway.
Because it has
been cultivated
widely for the
production of

beer, the hops we
see scrambling in
hedgerows may
well be the
descendents  of
cultivated plants.
Perhaps it seems
strange now to
think that “beer”
is a foreign word,
and that the barley
brew of Old England was ale — which was
sometimes flavoured with other plants, but not
with hops. In the time of Henry VIII, the
adulteration of ale by adding hops was seen by
some as pernicious, and to be resisted. It might be
all right for Dutchmen in the Netherlands, but it
just wasn’t English. As time went by, it was
discovered that besides flavouring the beer, the
addition of hops also increased its keeping
qualities, so that it could be stored longer in the
barrel before it went “off’, and beer eventually
won the competition and ousted ale altogether.
Perhaps, one of these years, I'll get round to
gathering some wild hops to stuff a pillow. In the
mean time, I'll just keep taking them in liquid
form!
Happy Wanderer

CHURCHES SUPPORT MESSAGE
FROM READING TO COPENHAGEN

At the time of going to press it seemed likely that the
Copenhagen climate change conference would not
deliver the hoped for binding treaty in succession to
that delivered at Kyoto but would be an important
staging post to that effect. However, the people of
Reading sent the Prime Minister to Copenhagen with
a strong message through the Greater Reading
Environmental Network. This message, was signed
by 52 groups in the town with a concern for ‘the
environment. Among these were a number of
churches, including some from Caversham and the
Caversham One World Week Group.

The message was passed to Martin Salter MP, for
onward transmission to the Prime Minister, at the
end of a packed meeting at the Reading International
Solidarity Centre (RISC) in mid-November. The
earlier part of the meeting had been informed about
the present climate change situation and the
predictions of its future effects by Professor Jonathan
Gregory of the Department of Meteorology at Reading

University and the Hadley Centre of the Met Office in
Exeter. Phil Thornhill from the Campaign Against
Climate Change spoke passionately about the
urgency of individuals and nations taking action to
mitigate the effects of climate change and the
potentially serious consequences of not doing so.
Martin Salter spoke about the political situation, the
international inter-relationships, particularly on less
developed countries and the likely consequential
effects on the developed nations. He was dismayed
at the results of a recent poll that showed that a large
percentage of the population were not convinced by
the scientific evidence, particularly in regard to the
anthropomorphic causes of climate change. He
enthusiastically accepted the responsibility of
passing the message on to the Prime Minister and
applauded the organisers of the meeting for this
initiative and for the informative meeting, which was
ably chaired by Tim Clewer of Reading Community
Church.
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Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

Village Yarns

Now at Occasions,
23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

PIANO TUNING
over 25 years experience
MARTIN RYLEY
0118 926 6464

Member of
the Association of
Blind Piano Tuners

3

Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA MRQA RCCA
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 0 WOODCOTE RD . CAVERSHAM RG4 7EX

15 years experience
Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines
Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems

Tel: 0118 947 6067

www.thebestof.co.uk/local/reading

Vouchers available

Looking for a really unusual gift
for a special occasion?

Why not have a family tree researched?

THAMES VALLEY ANCESTRY

Experienced, accredited Genealogist offers
professional help and advice Reasonable rates
and friendly service

Ring Ken Wheeler on 0118 9474719
or email kiw@thamesvalleyancestry.co.uk
or visit www thamesvalleyancestry.co uk

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at
ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 5939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 1528/947 5172
Fax: 0118 946 1380
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Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

George Chilvers and Nigel Price Frics

0118 947 4600

www. highmoorcross.co.uk

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

= ca

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE |

Your Local Rooﬂng Company ‘

@1 ® !
' - HomePro |

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING '

Tl 0118 963 9456
or freephone 0800 169 2361

1
1 couk

co.uk Based in Henley

IDDIDEDID ] IDI
D( i
:

EOEOSEOmEOEO

WALL &. FLOOR TILES

CERAMIC QUARRY MOSAIC
TERRACOTTA SLATE LIMESTONE

LARCE .YH[G‘I/EA“ FREE DELIVERY

W OKINGHAM
a1 L[ELS

4125 READING ROAD
WOKINGHAM
RGA1 1HD

[ TEL: 0118 977 9900

O

OEOS

[

. E0E0ECEOEOE0E0EC

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2010

CLUBS

g 0 s
St Peter’s Wives Group

We enjoyed a very interesting evening at our November
meeting. Our speaker, Mr John Hutton, came to talk to us
about three large country estates in south Oxfordshire —
Greenlands, home of W H Smith for a considerable time,
Wyfold Court, later Borocourt Hospital, and Joyce Grove
(now the Sue Ryder Home), part of the Fleming family’s
Nettlebed Estate.

Whilst at University College London, Mr Hutton became
interested in the history of this country covering the last
two hundred years and the huge changes which occurred
after the Industrial Revolution. With the repeal of the Corn
Laws, and the resulting importation of cheap food, the
land-owning classes found they could not compete with
the new manufacturers and many were forced to start
selling their estates. Some of these country estates were
sold to the new manufacturers and entrepreneurs, amongst
whom were W H Smith of the stationery business, who
bought Greenlands (now the Henley Management
College) and Hambleden village, which has recently been
sold to a Swiss banker. Wyfold Court was built by a
Lancastrian cotton magnate for week-end visits and was
later given to his daughter and son-in-law, Herman Hodge
(who later became Lord Wyfold). In 1932 it was sold and
became Borocourt Hospital for seventy years. It has since
been converted into flats. The Fleming family, who
founded a large investment bank in London, bought the
Nettlebed Estate in 1903 from the owners of the Stonor
estate. A large house, called Joyce Grove, was part of the
estate and as none of the family particularly liked it, was
given away to St Mary’s Hospital and used as a nurses’
home. It has since become the Sue Ryder Home.

It was interesting to learn about the history of these
familiar landmarks and the families who lived in them,
amongst whom were lan Fleming, the famous author of
the James Bond books, and his brother, Peter, an explorer
and author, who married the actress Celia Johnson.

John Hutton is a fountain of knowledge, with a
phenomenal memory and we hope to invite him back in
the future for another of his fascinating talks.

Our next meeting will be at Church House, Caversham
on Tuesday, 19 January 2010 at 8.00pm, when our speaker
will be Mrs Shirley Longstaffe, talking about her life as a
magistrate.

New members are always welcome.

Rosehill WI

Mrs Brenda Caborn the president, welcomed members
and visitors to the November meeting.

After conducting the business part of the meeting Brenda
introduced the speaker from Make-a-Wish charity.

Although members may have heard of the charity few
knew what exactly it did. They learnt that the charity was
started in 1986 and from very small beginnings 5600
wishes have been granted to seriously ill children and
teenagers. It depends entirely on money raised by
collection, sponsored events and a lot of assistance from
large organisations such as Cadburys, Harvesters and
many others.

The wishes range from | wish to meet, wish to be, wish
to own and wish to go.

One such wish was a little girl who wished to spend the
day with Snow White. This was arranged with Hedingham
Castle in Essex. The little girl and her family were
transported in a limousine, met at the gates by Snow White
and spent the day with her.

Another wish was a three year-old boy who wanted his
bedroom made into an Indiana Jones scene. The family
were taken to a nearby zoo and had lunch. When they
returned the bedroom was full of stuffed monkeys and
other animals and had murals on the walls.

Mrs Rosemary Weekes thanked the speaker for a very
informative talk.

Mr Bob Whelton who had given a talk in 2007 was

invited back and had a lovely display of chocolates for sale

which were very popular.
The meeting closed with a cup of tea and the raffle.
Meetings are held at St Barnabas Church Hall on the
first Wednesday of the month starting at 2 p.m

Emmer Green
Townswomen’s Guild

Emmer Green Townswomen’s Guild met in November to
hear a fascinating talk on Fungi, given by Gordon
Crutchfield. We learnt that fungi cause rust, blackspot,

‘mildew and were behind the Irish Potato Famine and

Dutch Elm disease, being transmitted by fungi-carrying
beetles. Fungi work for good too, breaking down our
rubbish to make good compost. One needs to know,
without any doubt, which are edible and which are
poisonous as there are no rules in nature. Mr Crutchfield
dispelled many myths and old wives’ tales. It is thought
that there are about one and half million different sorts of
fungi, much more difficult to identify than wild flowers
and they are unique in their lifecycle. Fungi are needed to
make bread, beer, wine, marmite, milk and cheese to
name but a few. They gave us the first breakthrough in
discovering antibiotics, medicines used to stop rejection of
organ transplants, and statins. We were also informed
about fungal diseases and the many gruesome ways one
may die through eating poisonous fungi. Mr Crutchfield is
an excellent speaker, full of interesting facts delivered with
humour and enthusiasm.

Members are looking forward to events in 2010, within
both the Guild and Federation. Our next meeting is on
Tuesday 12 January, 7.30pm at St Barnabas” Church Hall,
Grove Road, Emmer Green, when Chris Chadwell will
speak on “Paradise on Earth — The Beautiful Flowers of
Kashmir”

Chazey Women'’s Institute

When Inspector Penny Mackenzie was telephoned with
a few days' notice and asked if she could speak at the
November meeting, she did not hesitate. The original
speaker, due to give a talk on Cottage China, had
cancelled and Chazey WI had to act quickly.

Penny Mackenzie came prepared and gave a fascinating
talk about her role as a neighbourhood police inspector,
and with latest crime figures to hand she was able to
assure members that Caversham has now become the
safest place in Reading to live.

She explained the role of the neighbourhood policing
team and the newly revitalised Neighbourhood Action
Group (NAG) and said that following a local survey, aimed
at highlighting the most pressing issues for Caversham
residents, a series of public meetings will be held in the
New Year to set the agenda for policing in the area.

Crime prevention packs were handed out and Penny
was congratulated on a lively and interesting talk.

Chazey WI meet on the first Tuesday of every month
(7.45pm) at Caversham Heights Methodist church. New
members are always welcome.

Caversham WI

It was a quick hop ‘over the border’ for members at the
November meeting when Mike Channer spoke on
‘Walking in Oxfordshire’. The excellent slides showed the
lovely scenery of our neighbouring county plus many
literary connections. Mrs McGregor, a keen walker herself,
gave the vote of thanks.

The speaker was asked to judge the competition — a
Christmas decoration — and declared Mrs Myszor the
winner with Miss Cameron second. After a welcome cup
of tea, reminders were given of Christmas activities and
the raffle ended a most interesting evening.
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CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

4 Christenings
4 Weddings

4 Funerals

4 Dinner Parties

¢ Family Events

# Birthday Parties

4 Anniversaries

# Corporate Functions

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk
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A.F. JONES J R McCARDLE

MASTER MASTER MASONS

MASONS

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Craftsmen in Stone Granite

Restoration and all

BEDFORD RD
other masonry
READING undertaken
Telephone
0118 957 3537 READING 926 2362

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RGY 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

CLUBS

Reading & District
Probus Club

Fund raising is no easy task but when Charlie Doyle gave his talk about the Air
Ambulance it was soon evident that the initial £14 million start up needed a
regular ‘income’ to keep the familiar yellow helicopter in the air for 5 days a week
(now 7 days). He compared £11 million fora painting to 5 helicopters operational
for 12 months.

Now based at the RAF helicopter station at Benson, the move has been a saving
factor: maintaining the aircraft the biggest saving, but public visits are no longer
possible for security reasons. The type of helicopter has changed from the EU105
to the faster EU135 carrying 2 pilots, 2 patients or passengers and 2 medics (who
fly in their own time as do doctors). Nowadays the helicopters are on lease from
B.O.N.D which includes 2 pilots and saves on office work and insurance.
Servicing is done at 200 and 450 hours flying. ;

Paramedics are ground operators who, with further training in diagnosis,
navigation and radio for 2 years, become ‘air paramedics’, in fact, almost doctors.

The ‘Golden Hour’ is the time from the start of ‘A" category (life threatening) alert
to time of handing over to hospital. Achieving this within the hour gives the best
chance of saving life.

Probus members were able to ask questions and make observations such as
‘where do you-land in Reading?’ Well not at the Royal Berks as the helipad was
not costed in the development! The nearby school playing fields were used but
Health and Safety stopped that. The Madjeski Stadium is used (not Saturday and

Reading
Gardeners

A Happy New Year to you all.
Reading Gardeners meet in
Caversham Primary School at

Caversham &
Chiltern Flower
Club

To allow time to recover from the
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Sunday). With an average of 4/5 sorties a day, costing
£500 to £600 each, the question of funding was
raised. Balance in hand was maintained to cover for
1 month. Income is from public support such as the
‘AA" Lottery, sponsors, street collections, sales,
public presentations at clubs and legacies. The ,
meeting concluded with an auction of a ‘collector’s
model’ of a EUT05 (given by a member) which
raised £50.

Any retired men who want a ‘life in life’ should

contact the secretary Raymond Head on 0118 941
1445 for information on Probus.

Christmas festivities, Caversham &
Chiltern Flower Club are taking a
break, and so no meeting will take
place in January. The first meeting of
2010 will be the AGM on
Wednesday 10th February, followed
by a talk entitled “A One-Woman
Cottage China Business” given by Rita
Beck. The AGM starts at 7.30pm at
Caversham - Heights  Methodist
Church, Highmoor Rd., Caversham.
For further details contact Berna

7.30pm.

Talks this month are:-

13 January: ‘Understanding your
soil” by Graham Talbot

27 January: ‘Groundcover’ by
Antony Powell.

Subscriptions are due in January.
£10 single, £15 double or £2 visitor

For more information see the
website www.readinggardenersclub.
org.uk or contact Gill Betts at
gillmbetts@yahoo.co.uk or tel. 0118

Macdonald on 0118 947 7400 947 7125.

Est 1826

A.B.WALKER

& Son Limited

INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS
& MONUMENTAL MASONS

Serving the Community for over 180 Years

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading
Tel: (0118) 957 3650

Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames
T Tel: (01491) 413434

GOLDEN CHARTER
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

24 Hour Advice & Assistance
www.abwalker.co.uk

Q.

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

141 Oxford Road
Reading

58 Briants Avenue
Caversham
Tel: 0118 946 1393 Tel: 0118 957 2016
(24 Hrs) (24 Hrs)

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 945 2103

r (24 Hrs) =
As your local Funeral Directors
FOR PERSONAL SERVICE

we will do ALL we can to help.
N
( PLEASE CONTACT CAROL OR JOHN
- Part of Dignity
Funeral Service

One fo One
internet computer
fraining for all ages

[Sketches Sometimes|

SPICK P SPLAN

DOMESTIC 3 &
CLEANING SERVICE ] abiifies
+ Rellable, friendly & trustworthy. § U'Sr' ;\?‘CV’;’F'(%” !
+ Weekly / Fortnightly cleans | 6 software - at your ‘
— s I + OO Cleans |2 own pace 3
! Palnun_gS&commlssmns «All equipment and supplics provided. E Help with installing |
| Handprinted Photographs i S software or sefting
| Flash Animation Workshops | g  upintemet
Artwork & Photography  Gmeibcten el | = Arita Ot
Mike Brand 9475178 Hali broChelasy 0118 947 4244 |

mikebrand.co.uk =5

Steepa

Bathrooms § Tiles

Complete Design & Installation

Service
Or
Supply Only

Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB

01491 411990
www.steepalbathrooms@aol.com

Kentwood gatden. Services

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Fencing Hedge-cutting

Turfing Patios

13T BERKSHIRE ROOFING (%

Roofing Specialists,

General Building, Painting, Decorating

& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice
25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

Quality private dental care for all the family
Modern Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

Easy access and parking

THE PAINTING & DECORATING COMPANY

Quality workmanship
City & Guilds qualified
Excellent references

Paul-Mason
0118 961 3406 ¢ 07887 835571

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken

* Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF
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BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST
+ All Gas Work Undertaken * Servicing
« Landlord Safety Certificates » Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our

state of the art Magnetic System

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

B. MENDES F.C.A.
ONLINE CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS
Visit www.bridgemanmendesandco.co.uk and discover our professional
T and inexpensive services
Comment/Advice also on
Tax traps for unsuspecting taxpayers; Details of tax allowance;
key HMRC dates and more

Local visits a speciality in the Caversham area

Phone 0118 946 2462
E mail: bmendes@ntlworld.com

Property Maintenance & General Building
Loft insulations/Boarding out
Painting/Small Plumbing repairs
Garden work — Walls/Paving/Decking
Roofing & Fascia/Gutter/Downpipe repairs
35+ years experience. No job too small
Competitive rates —10% OAP Discount
Contact: 0118 939 1923 / 07838 437626
paulS6shepherd @hotmail.com

( NEED A RELIABLE

WINDOW CLEANER?

o

Call Garry @ ABEL

experience * Interior and Exterior Cleaning

ory Roof Cleaning using Reach & Wash System
» Fully Insured and Police checked

0118 9475696

07974 089978

;ﬁﬁf

67 Woodcote Way, Caversham Heights, Berkshire RG4 7HL

* Velux ar

Cane End Workshops, Canc End House, Canc fad. Oxon.. RG4 SHiH
Telephone: O118 947 2258 Mobile OT921 251%

Eamsil jene_mustin@nthworid.con

Samples, va or Pre-owned
weve got the dress for you!

Visils to our READING
showroom are by appointment only. <
Days, evenings & weekends available. i!}

0118 948 38 38 2

www.berkshirebrides.co.uk

AMY’S CLEARANCE
SERVICE

The alternative to skip hire
Ill Clear It! Load It! And Tip It!

AMY’S CHIMNEY SWEEP
AMY’S GUTTER CLEANING SERVICE
AMY’S TREE PRUNING SERVICE
AMY’S FENCE ERECTING SERVICE

NEW!
WHEELIE BIN OVERFLOWING?
WE REMOVE EXCESS DOMESTIC
WASTE - BAGS PROVIDED

Tel: 0118 947 3560
Mobile: 07778 340444

*REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER*

,\(}arc[mer‘s @

Established 1968

The Ef lnpﬂwmm( Business 10r Nurses and Healthcare Assistants

For over 35 years we have successfully provid’c‘f
nurses and carers to clients in their own fomes.
Please contact us for a brocfiure about our nursing services

(0118) 947 6666

10 Church Street, Caversham, READING RG4 8DZ

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings  Special occasions
Local reliable service

Office: 0118 947 0504
Mobile: 07793 214 385
Email: rayjnoble @hotmail.com

Ray Noble

Proprietor
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AR. FLOWER

Property Maintenance — General
Repairs — All Types of Decorating
Undertaken — Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES

14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 947 5846

Andrews Independent
Motoring School

Caversham Based Instructor
Approved Fully Qualified ADT
Pass Plus

07792 792985 www.aimsdu.co.uk

APEX TILING

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tiling undertaken
Quality Friendly Service
Fully Insured
For a FREE Quotation
Please call Neil

Tel: 0118 946 4063
Mob: 07786 306226

Carpet Fitter

« Your local, reliable flooring
specialist with 30 years
experience

« Can supply carpet, vinyl, wood.
underlay etc.

* Reasonable rates

« Fitting Service only if required

« Can supply samples in the
comfort of your own home

Caversham Clinic
C C| 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8B ‘%;u,'
o/ 0118 948 2999 @
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching

Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Call Peter on:
0118 943 1836 or 0796 797 6642

Email: cserfalvi.family@virgin.net

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

| -

° Your problem is ours
e Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Josey & Paynter Health Products
; ndependen Dt of v L Prodces
# Antique Restorations @ Aloe Vera Products
@ Furniture Repairs for Health 7 Wellbeing

~ @ Natural Ingredients

# French Polishing e Gl ot

@ Leather Tops Animals :
@ Insurance Work # Business Opportunity
SR Call Dennis on |
01189843911 0118 982 1288

FIREPLACE
MAGIC

45 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading
STOVES & FIREPLACE SALES
CCTV Chimney Inspections
Design and installation also available

Tel: 0118 946 3060
www.fireplacemagic.com

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions

Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

PHILIP BAKER & C°

Independent estate agents since 1992

The green shoots of
recovery are finally here.
But they need careful
nurturing.

Put yourself in'the safe hands of
Philip Baker & Co, Caversham’s longest
serving and most professional estate agency
and experience the difference
We are successful because we are buoyant, pro-
active and out to succeed, whatever the market.
18 Bridge Street Caversham Reading RG4 BAA
Telephone 0118 946 4606
email info@philipbaker.co,uk
www.philipbaker.co.uk

./ ARUM TREE SURGEONS

Y TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES | oo

e Tree removal, tree pruning ®
e Trees supplied and planted ®
® Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding ®
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION
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