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PILGRIMS to OBERAMMERGAU

having its roots in the mediaeval mystery plays which were common in the

Middle Ages. In 1632, part way through the “Thirty Years War”, the Black
Death was sweeping through Europe. Helped by its geographical position and
constant vigilance, the small village of Oberammerrgau had succeeded in keeping
the disease away. However, a homesick villager who had been living away stole in,
unknowingly bringing the plague with him. Following the deaths within months
of 84 inhabitants the whole village met and prayed for deliverance. In July 1633

The origins of the Oberammergau Passion Play are fairly well known,

Sheep & goats }
await their cue.

they vowed that if God delivered them from the plague they would perform a {E th? ;heatre awaiting
Passion Play every ten years. No more deaths were recorded and the vow has sk

—
been kept. The originally solitary Easter performance has increased to some
ninety performances, seen by about half a million people!

Approximately 2,000 of Oberammergau’s 5,000 inhabitants are directly involved
in the production, most of the rest being involved in catering. The 1,000 or more
actors, as well as members of the chorus and orchestra, must have been born in
the village, lived there for at least 20 years or attended the village school. (I'm not
sure of the qualifications required by the donkey, sheep, goats, doves etc!). The
present Theatre holds an audience of 4,700 people, who, unlike the cast, are under
cover; the acoustics are superb. The organisation required to organise, feed and
accommodate all these people is impressively successful.

In July 2000 a party from Caversham visited this pretty Bavarian village to
witness the historic play. It lasts for about 5'/> hours plus a 3 hour lunch break.
The story begins with Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday
and shows the events of Holy Week including the Last Supper, His betrayal,
“trial”, suffering, crucifixion, burial and resurrection. Between the main scenes a
narrator and 50 strong chorus comment and draw parallels with Old Testament

stories which are depicted in living tableau format. The Caversham party, led by to see the play. After the play they journeyed together to
Jim Plunkett from the Gosbrook Road Methodist Church, was joined by Seefeld in Austria where a very united group enjoyed a
Christians from other parts of England. Many were fulfilling long held ambitions companionable holiday week together.

SUMMIT WATCH IN THE ALPINE PEAKS

Being some 800 miles from Reading and
almost 4000 feet above the highest peak in
Caversham Heights, did not deter seventeen
Oberammergau pilgrims from the Caversham
and Caversham Heights Methodist churches
from observing the Summit Watch on July 21st.

With them in a party led by Jim Plunkett of
the Gosbrook Road Methodist church were
twenty-one pilgrims from other churches in
Caversham and other parts of the country,
including Abingdon, Leicester and York. They
shared the common concern that the leaders of
the G8 nations meeting in Okinawa should

the world’s poorest countriess.
They all squeezed into the tiny bar of the

the readers.

— Jim Plunkett

ke real progress in cancelling the debts of Summit Watch in Hotel Menthof. From left Mary
g PIog 5 Prior, Richard Keen and Verinica Keen, three of

really contributed to the struggle against poverty in her
country. On the other hand they reflected on the plight
of Joni and Rosemary Hamalambo in Zambia, who
cannot afford medicine for their seven-year-old son
David who is sick with malaria. As yet Zambia does
not qualify for debt relief under the scheme established
by the western powers.

The readers of these stories were Mary Prior of
Gosbrook Road, Katherine Quint of Caversham
Heights and Pam Smith of the Anglican church of St
Mary and St John in our local California. Bible
readings were contributed by Veronica and Richard
Keen of Ansley Methodist Church, Leicester and by
Janet Tozer from the Roman Catholic Church of Our
Lady and St Edmund in Abingdon.

The bar of the Hotel Menthof lacked, not

Hotel Menthof at Seefeld for the Summit Watch, which followed the surprisingly, an organ, and even a piano, so Margaret Frost from York
reflection guide prepared by Christian Aid, and was led by the Rev. pitched the note for verses of the highly appropriate hymn “For the Healing

Rosemary Fletcher.
They reflected on the testimonial of Winnie Byanyima, a member prayers.

of the Nations”, the verses of which interspersed readings and responsive

of the Ugandan parliament, that the Jubilee 2000 campaign had E.M.A.
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Caversham Tiles
55 Donkin Hill Caversham
Reading Berkshire RG4 5DG
W 9478853/9543315
FAX: 9543316

ROM AROU/\/O

FOR YOUR BATHROOM
KITCHEN & CONSERVATORY
FIXING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CUSTOMER PARKING

€3 Readin;
Dftexagon € Reading

CIVIC CAROL CONCERT

ARRANGED BY THE SALVATION ARMY

at
THE HEXAGON

READING

Saturday 2nd December 2000
(3.30pm and 7.45pm)
Compere: SHEILA TRACEY

Artiste: KAYTE HARDING-CHESTNEY
Tickets direct from Hexagon Box Office on or after the 1st
September 2000
Bookings may be made by telephone with a credit/debit card
Telephone number 0118 960 6060

Prices: £9 £8 and £7 with the usual concessions of £1

FRENCH GITE
IN NORTH BRITTANY

Large, comfortable rooms, sleeps six
(plus cot), TV/Sky News. Quarter acre garden
with barbecue.

20 minutes by car to the sea — beautiful
coastline.

Leisure Park, Swimming, Riding & Golf — all

nearby.

FERRY DISCOUNT - MIDWEEK BOOKINGS

0118 947 7525

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick lonely and/or
housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they have
on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 948 3466

Please note — Offers of help always welcome.
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TALKING POINT

By SARAH ELLSON

of Caversham Heights
Methodist Church

A WEDDING IS A DAY
- A MARRIAGE
IS A
LIFETIME

This time last year my fiancé and I, together with our families, were in the
midst of making endless lists and exciting plans for what was to be a truly
wonderful day. Our wedding in July 1999 was everything we wanted it to
be, thanks to the input of many people, from the minister to the
“professionals” like caterers and photographers, to our generous and
talented friends and family.

It would have been all too easy for 100% of the planning to have been
focused on the day. However, thanks to Rosemary Fletcher, the minister
conducting our service, we were strongly recommended, perhaps even
compelled, to set aside some time to plan for beyond the day — to consider
our marriage. On her recommendation we booked onto an Engaged
Encounter Weekend a few months before our wedding.

James and | had known each other for over eight years and had been a
couple for six when we went on the weekend. This wasn’t a whirlwind
romance — we had been through ups and downs together and felt we had
the courage to have discussed most of the “big” issues in life (after all what
are long walks for?). Therefore to say that the weekend profoundly changed
the level, nature and intensity of our relationship perhaps reflects the
excellence of the course.

We were a little apprehensive about what lay ahead. James especially
was unfamiliar with church run events and those people who speak
without restraint of their religious convictions. The weekend turned out to
be as religious as we wanted it to be, and indeed the whole event was a
totally personal experience for each couple.

The way the weekend works is very special and it is important that some
of this only unfolds once you are there, but it is certainly not some sort of
group therapy. There is no baring of your soul to twenty strangers but there
is an opportunity for you and your partner to wholly unpack your feelings
and emotions before discussing the tools you will need for a strong and
loving marriage. It is perhaps obvious that communication is at the centre
of the weekend.

There is so much to cover and participants must be under no illusion that
the weekend will be restful. We did quite a bit of crying, some laughing
and we made new promises. The weekend was well structured to take each
couple on a roller coaster ride through issues that may make or break a
marriage. There are topics to talk through such as money, children, sex,
extended family, the church, as well more philosophical sessions about
what it means to be a couple. Our weekend was guided by three couples
whose frankness about the joys and imperfections of their own
relationships acted as a springboard for the engaged couples there.

Our Engaged Encounter brought us even closer together. It taught us a lot
more about ourselves and each other and it gave us a new way to approach
our relationship and make life-giving decisions. It changed the final few
months of our engagement, it shaped our wedding ceremony and | believe
it has equipped us for a loving and long marriage.

If you are engaged we would commend the weekend to you. (If you are
already married and are feeling that you missed out you may be interested
in a similar course called Marriage Encounter). So that finances do not
affect your decision, attendees are only asked for a booking fee of about
£10. In that wonderful time that is “engagement” it is surely very important
to pause and remember that the wedding is only a day and that the
marriage is for a lifetime — and perhaps that is what the planning should be
for.

For more details of both Engaged Encounter and Marriage Encounter —
contact Ray and Val Humber 01689 820466. Sarah Ellson

James & Sarah (neé
Boardley) Ellson
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CAVERSHAM CLERGY

ANGLICAN

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road.
Tel: 947 9130.

(Parish Office: Tuesday-Thursday 9.30-12.30

Tel: 947 1703)

Fr. Keith Kinnaird, St. Andrew’s House, Harrogate Road.
Tel: 947 2788

Rev Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. Tel: 947 8239,
Rev Philip Dallaway, The Vicarage, St John's Road. 5
Tel: 947 1814

Rev Cathy Pynn, 21 Ridge Hall Close. Tel: 947 6065

Rev John Dudley, 26 Russet Glade, Emmer Green.

Tel: 954 6664

Rey Andrew Evans, 6 Scholars Close. Tel: 948 3396

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
Rev Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park
Village. Tel: 947 5152.

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Rosemary Fletcher, 72 Highmoor Rd.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Vic Downs, 9 Woodlands Grove.
Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green.

Tel: 947 7697

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Crispin Fairbairn, Eric Bird Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 947 1787

Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common

Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev HR Gayle Tel: 945 3849 (contact)

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s

8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins

6.30pm Evensong

St John’s

8.00am Holy Communion

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School
6.30pm Evensong (1st Sunday)
6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)
St Andrew’s
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

An up to date list of weekday Services will be found on the
Church notice boards.

St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham

8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st, 3rd and ~
Sth Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd Sunday)
Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)
6.30pm Evening Worship (1st Sunday)
8.00pm Worship and Wonder (2nd Sunday)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.30am Prospect Street
6.30pm Usually at 191 Kidmore Road
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Gosbrook Road

10.30am and 6.30pm

Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

St Martin’s School 9.00am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers),
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am  Sunday School

11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service
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Come on and Celebrate, Come on and Celebrate ...

This is exactly what Squash did from the 21st to the
23rd of July at Celebration 2000.

On the evening of the 21st July 2000, Caversham
Heights “Squash” Youth Club arrived in one solitary
field with one solitary tap and one solitary porta-loo!
Here we were to stay for an amazing weekend at
Celebration 2000 in Henley on Thames. Celebration
2000 was sited on the regatta site in Henley but was
aimed at any Churches in the surrounding area —
Caversham included! On Friday evening we simply set
up camp and on Saturday the excitement began.

We awoke, had breakfast, and began our so-called 4
minute walk to the regatta site (or so the leaflet said!)
This unexpectedly turned out to be a 20 minute walk
downhill on the way but all steeply uphill on the way
back! We all agreed the stated 4 minutes must have
referred to a car journey or a parachute drop! When we
arrived we were surprised at how few numbers there
were, but this did not hinder us from going to the
inflatable adventure area. Despite our “old” age we all
found this thoroughly amusing, whether it be from
bungee running to assault courses or even to the kiddies
ball pool! Our boys even tried inflatable sumo-wrestling!

Next we watched Roly Bain, the clown with a dog
collar. This amusing clown brought the Bible alive as he
clowned around in his own style through many well-
known Bible stories. After lunch we attended workshops.

SQUASH GO MAD
AT
CELEBRATION 2000

by Laura & Rachel Pierce

The boys decided to attend the drama and the girls
decided to go back to their childhood in the art
workshop. In the art workshop we did a variety of
activities ranging from painting with our fingers to
modelling clay with our eyes closed, using the idea of
God as the Creator.

It was in the evening that Squash really went mad at
two amazing concerts. The first concert was Noel
Richards, one of the most high profile worship leaders in
the UK. He and his band sang many lively, well-known
Christian songs which certainly had Squash jumping
around and dancing. This was followed by the London
Community Gospel Choir who gave an energetic and
enthusiastic performance. After this we began our 20
minute mountain climb back to the camp site!

On Sunday we attended the morning family worship

. where the Reading Rockmass band created a very lively
atmosphere with Squash dancing again, in their usual
manner! The service included drama and personal
testimonies, as well as much praise. We spent the rest of
the morning playing in the adventure land again. We
then returned to camp to tidy up ready to end our action
packed weekend. In the evening we returned to the site
for a final songs of praise worship. By this time Squash
were really eccentric and were even wearing carrier
bags! (Don’t ask!) The songs of praise held a similar
format to the morning worship and exceedingly great
amounts of fun were had by everybody.

Despite poor attendance, Celebration 2000 can be
summed up as “amazing fun with amazing weather,
whilst praising God.”

Caversham Heights Methodist Church

SUNDAY STARTERS’ ANNIVERSARY

On Sunday 9th July there was a special service to celebrate the
Sunday Starters’ Anniversary and National Children’s Home
part in music and drama
illustrating stories of Jesus’ life, and the work and hopes of NCH.
A highlight of the service was our young musicians
accompanying the rest of the children singing “Think of a World”

Sunday. All the children took

with actions and the whole congregation joining in.

Following the service there was a Church Family BBQ that was
enjoyed by all despite showers of rain. Nearly £400 was raised for

the Oxfordshire Hope Centres Appeal.

= I |
Ben De Souza (age 5) violin, Daniel De Souza
(age 7) French Horn, Robert Birks (aged 13) Flute.
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MACMILLAN CANCER RELIEF

10TH BIRTHDAY
CELEBRATIONS
29TH SEPTEMBER 2000

Most readers of this newspaper will know
about the excellent work undertaken by
Macmillan Nurses. It has become the tradition
to raise funds by holding the "World's Biggest
Coffee Morning" - literally worldwide.
Caversham's share in this event will be held at
the Bowling Club Pavilion in Albert Road
Recreation Ground, Caversham, on Friday
29th September from 10.0am to 12.00noon.
As well as coffee and biscuits there will be
a raffle and a plant stall to which contributions
will be gratefully accepted.

Come and help Caversham make a really
worthwhile contribution to such a dedicated
cause.

Top Quality Fruit From Your Local Orchard
§§ LA A
‘©° PLUMS
Top Fruit*
Note: plums in early
OPEN Wed to Sun 10am-6pm (just off A4074 Woodcote Ru‘adl
*Orchard Open Day: Sunday 15 October*

RV
APPLES PEARS
September.
Tasty crisp excellent value

*60 varieties of
Cross Lanes Fruit Farm, Mapledurham, Reading. Tel: 0118 9723167
more information at http://www.crosslanesfruitfarm.co.uk

CAVERSHAM & CHILTERN
FLOWER CLUB
St Barnabas Church, Emmer Green

A FLOWER FESTIVAL

EMMER GREEN
“A LAKE BESIDE A STREAM”

Sept 22nd preview at 7.30pm
Tickets £5
Viewing Sat 23rd
10am-5pm

CONCERT

7.30pm
Tickets £5
viewing Sun 24th 1pm-5pm
REFRESHMENTS IN THE CHURCH HALL
In aid of The Church, The Club & C.I.R.D.I.C.

Tickets & Info from 0118 948 1489

ST PETER’S YOUTH LEADERS MUMMIFIED

BY THE S.A.S.

i

PR

“SATURDAY AT SIX", St Peter’s junior
youth club, at “end of term” barbecue
on the Rectory lawn, got their own
back on leaders Fiona Penn and Sally
Murray by embalming them in tissue.
“Best-dressed Mummy” was narrowly
won by Leader Fiona (right), though
her co-leader Sally (left) cut an
awesome figure with shades and

sausage cigar. Rectory lawn.

S.A.S. leader Fiona Penn struggles
clear of her embalmed state after
being mummified by members of St
Peter's Saturdays At Six youth group
after “end of term” barbecue on the

Sally Murray emerges from her
mummification to wreak revenge on St
Peter's Saturdays At Six youth group
members after “end of term” barbecue
on Rectory lawn.

PRE-SCHOOL ASSISTANT

St. Andrew’s Pre-School, Caversham
Heights, requires from September 2000,
a Pre-school Assistant to join their hard
working, friendly and enthusiastic team
of four staff.

* No qualifications necessary, but
candidate must be willing to participate
in staff training programme

* Hours: 9.00am-12.30pm, 5 mornings a
week, term time only

« Salary: unqualified: £3.90 per hour,
qualified: £4.30 per hour

For further details and an application form

Telephone: 0118 947 8118
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JOHN PLUNKETT PAMBRIAN
TILING FASHIONS
Screeding and Plastering Work ol rater
also undertaken 30 years experience

For a competitive Quote Home visits

please call

Bridal and evening wear a

27, QUEEN STREET, CAVERSHAM,
READING, BERKSHIRE, RG4 7RB
TEL & FAX NO: 0118 947 6664
MOBILE: 0468 804832

0118 954 3096 Tclcpl)«w;récg;nllé ‘_?47 3193

LMuhilc: 0468 170900 & wnu&:z:yl:}irsrl‘l =

m ANTIQUITY DISCO
7,

vf. MARILYN & RICHARD

Ladies Fashions

to suit all ages

Village Yarns

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU
Tel. 0118 972 4890

wool alterations

G ifts dry cleaning

for all occasions $ho¢repairs

accessories
haberdashery

CQPSE ELECTRICAL &

SECURITY SERVICES

* DOOR ENTRY * ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* INTRUDER ALARMS ¢ EXTRA SOCKETS
« SECURITY LIGHTING e« COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel. Reading 0118 9543059 or Mobile 0956 811443

CAVERSHAM FOOT CLINIC
LA 2422222

Mrs Evelyn Burt MChS SRCh
‘NodiatristState Registered Chiropodist
Aromatherapy
Chiropody
Reflexology
Reiki Healing

Sports Massage

25 Prospect Street, Caversham,
0118 948 2999

THE CAVERSHAM SOLICITORS

With over 25 years experience

For all your legal requirements

Including:

* Accident & Personal Injury Claims * Wills
* Trusts & Probate * Matrimonial & Family
Problems ® Debt ¢ Residential & Commercial
Conveyancing * Consumer & Commercial
Litigation * Employment Matters

STARTING, BUYING & SELLING BUSINESSES
Caversham (0118) 947 8638

Fax: (0118) 946 1092
1 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8JB

CHRIS GILES o ®
o

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE GIVEN. |
‘INSURANCE WORK UNDERTAKEN.' \

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE,
ALL ASPECTS OF BATHROOM ALTERATIONS,

INCLUDING BUILDING WORKS, PLASTERING,

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS.

ALSO, CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING.

FROM COUNTRY VICAR
TO PRIMATE OF ENGLAND

his is where life led John Bird Sumner, vicar of Mapledurham (1818 — 1828).

Perhaps more than a little of the reason why he left St Margaret’s in 1828 on
the start of the road which would lead to Canterbury, was a young man, the
natural son of King William IV. This young man was the Reverend Lord
Augustus FitzClarence about whom an article appeared in the Caversham
Bridge many years ago.

In 1828 the newly ordained Augustus was looking for a suitable parish and
the one at Mapledurham appealed to him greatly, for several good reasons.
The stipend was exceedingly good, £900 a year, a lot of money in those days.
Also the little Oxfordshire village was within easy reach of London with the
Great West Road to Bath passing through Reading from the Capital and, by
then, becoming a faster and faster coaching route.

Augustus was a great devotee of the theatre, a legacy no doubt from his
mother, the comedy actress Dorothy Jordan; indeed he was quite an actor
himself. He also adored the company of beautiful women, many of whom
were actresses, including Fanny Kemble. A day at the races was another of his
enjoyments. So within reach of London with all its high society and providing
money to indulge in these pastimes, Mapledurham was obviously the living
which appealed to him. Not that he appeared to have looked after his flock
there in his early years, he left that to his curate, the Rev George Hutchings,
and seemed to be in London more than he was in the Oxfordshire countryside,
certainly until he married and settled down several years later.

John Bird Sumner was the elder brother of Charles Richard Sumner, Bishop
of Winchester and a favourite cleric of Augustus’ uncle, George IV. The
Bishop’s brother had already been offered several higher positions in the
Church but always declined. However, in 1828, nominated by the Duke of
Wellington, he accepted the Bishopric of Chester. According to a fascinating
and well researched article written by Martin Murphy and to whom | am
indebted, Mr Sumner’s preferment meant that the living (of Mapledurham) was
now in the gift of the King and William, George IV’s brother, lost no time in
pressing the King to present the Mapledurham living to his son. So began the
road to Canterbury from St Margaret's via Chester. John Bird Sumner was
Archbishop from 1848 — 1862. We have a form of memorial to him at
Mapledurham for he is reported to have planted the great cedar in the vicarage
garden and it is still there.

Mary Kift

MEMORIES OF A
FORMER CHOIR BOY

by Pete Littlewood

The era was 1936-1940, and the church St Simons of Rockley Road, West
Kensington.

The choir consisted of 12 boys and 12 men (5 bass, 5 tenors and 2 altos),
the boys being paid half a crown (12% pence in today’s money) each
quarter, while extra could be earned by singing at weddings (a shilling
per boy) although not many people could afford this luxury.

There were two choirmasters/organist; one had composed and
published his music for the choral Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis which
was frequently sung at Evensong.

The boys practised on Tuesday and Friday evenings, being joined by the
men on Fridays, for services of Matins and Evensong on Sundays. Apart
from the hymns, psalms and sung responses, there was a full choral
anthem each Sunday evening whilst on Good Fridays there was also an
oratorio, either Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion’ or Maunder’s ‘Olivet to Calvary’,
the latter being my favourite.

An event never to be forgotten took place after a Sunday morning
service as the whole choir was leaving the chancel for the vestry. An alto,
a man-of 25 who was an epileptic and so unfit for National Service, was a
practical joker and during the sermon he had drawn a large crimson red
letter “L” on the back of a hymn sheet and pinned this on the back of the
white surplice of a recently joined bass sitting in front of him who was a
very portly man. Consequently as the choir proceeded up to the altar
steps the whole congregation viewed the back of our “Learner” bass!

One evening after choir practice an older boy was walking home when
he went to the assistance of a young lady who was being assaulted, and
received a knife wound for his pains and spent several days in hospital.

My final recollection is the Sunday morning in September 1940 when
on leaving the church we were compelled to stare up at the sky where the
“Few” of the RAF were engaging the Luftwaffe fighters in dog fights all
over the sky with numerous vapour trails and the loud chatter of
machine guns firing.

Eventually, I became head boy chorister which meant a little more
money, and I did have a beautiful bell-like tone. Sadly, after my voice
broke, I became neither a tenor nor a bass - just an in between! Happy
Days.

WATCHDOG
IS AWAY

Peter and Lorraine Vallance are happy to
report that their granddaughter Emily has
now completed her chemotherapy and there
is a good chance that the cancer will not
return. They wish to convey their thanks to
everyone for their prayerful support during
the last couple of months.

THIS
MONTH

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE SEPTEMBER 2009

JANET KENT

BACAccC, PG.Dip, Adv. Dip. Couns, DHR, MIAH,
British Association for Counselling Accredited Counsellor
Overcome relationship problems, divorce, bereavement,

anxlety, depression, low self-esteem, behavioural ang
sexual difficulties.

Phone (0118) 946 4085

for brochure and more Information

D

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK AND PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
CALL DARREN ON 0118 9624156

? J BUILDERS

Do you think your company should have a

WEB PAGE

but don’t know where to start, who to ask, what
to ask, what it can do for you, and above all
you don’t want to be stung for a large bill.
Then ring Andrew Davies for a chat on
0118 9474621

ACCOUNTS & TAX

Quality personal service for all your
Accounting, Tax, VAT, Book-keeping
Free Quote Home Visits

23 Felixtowe Close, Lower Earley

Gerard Young 0118-926 9652

Rapidcare
For

Maintenance, Servicing and Repair of Gas
Boilers, Fires, Warm Air Heating and
Water Heaters.
Tel: 0118 948 3492
Corgi Registered

No. 181439

A

(" The Entertaining )

Cooks
PROFESSIONAL CATERING FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 9477430 or 9478597

k for a price guide

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

PIANO TUNING

MARTIN RYLEY
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (0118) 926 6464

C. LEWINGTON
DULUX APPROVED
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATING
Inc: DADO RAILS, COVING, PICTURE RALLS,
WALPAPERING, ARTEXING & GENERAL MAINTENANCE
TEL: 9464007
OR MOBILE 0958 293867




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 2000

MARITIME
ANGELS

WITH AN ETERNAL GOSPEL TO PROCLAIM

“I believe in Angels
Who care for me at sea”

This sentiment may seem surprising, but it is not really so strange,
as most sailors world-wide gratefully recognise the distinctive
Flying Angel, logo of the Mission of Seafarers. (Derived from the
Book of Revelation, Ch14 v6)

At the Christian Women Together Meeting in June, hosted by St
Andrew’s Church, Mr Paul Morgan, Deputy Regional Director,
gave a fascinating audio-visual presentation, entitled “Sailing into
the 21st Century.” He was especially well qualified to expand on
his subject as his father was a chaplain and he was brought up
abroad in the Seamen’s Mission stations. Having completed his
University studies, he joined the administration team as a
temporary measure but became so immersed in the work that he
has already stayed for years.

Mr Morgan painted a vivid picture of life in the modern
Merchant Navy, talking about the huge container ships,
heightening the small crews’ sense of isolation. So the Mission’s
work is just as valuable today as it was 100 years ago. There are
centres in over 100 ports (and representatives in many more)
helping seafarers of all races and creeds. As well as spreading the
Gospel, the Mission has a strong welfare role, providing a
friendly welcome, leisure facilities and links with families at
home. In addition, a major innovation recently introduced, is the
wonderful new web-site, available both for computer-literate
landlubbers and for seafarers themselves, who access it by
satellite.

The relevance of merchant shipping to our everyday lives was
also explained. However far inland we may be,

Photos: Courtesy of Flying Angel News and Andi Hofbauer.

“Showing off new balaclavas at the Southampton
centre”.

6. Buy gifts and Christmas cards from FAME (Flying
Angel Marketing Enterprises). Perhaps you could pass a
catalogue around to friends and send in a bulk order.

Afterwards, Mr Morgan presided over a
well stocked gift stall, which did a brisk
trade. There were lots of novelties at very
reasonable prices; my own favourites
being teddy bears attired in nautical gear,
model sailing-ships for the bath, pond or
display cabinet and attractive maritime
tea-towels. Altogether the impressive sum
of £246.60 was raised from sales and
donations.

In the vote of thanks, Mr Morgan was
congratulated for giving us such a lively
and entertaining afternoon. The meeting
then concluded with a most enjoyable tea
with home-made scones and cream.

If you would like knitting patterns or any
other information on ways of supporting
the Mission, please contact Lillian Dewar,

Tel: 0118 947 8499.

*Footnote: The organisation was founded in
1856 as The Missions to Seamen, only
changing its name in April 2000 to recognise
the growing number of women who go to

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
MOBILE 0468376270 SRR

Reading

most of the goods purchased in the shops have
been brought to this country by seafarers who brave
the capricious elements and difficult working

S2&3&4A

conditions.

Following the talk, there was an interesting
question and answer session in which Mr Morgan
outlined ways in which the Mission could be
helped. Although the organisation is Anglican, it co-
operates closely with other Christian societies for
seafarers and has supporters from all
denominations. If you are looking for a new interest
or project for your Church or secular group, how
about responding to some of the ideas outlined
below?

1.  Become a member by sending £5 annual subscription to:
The Mission of Seafarers
St Michael Paternoster Royal
College Hill
London EC4 2RL
Incidentally, this church is the burial place of Dick
Whittington, whose cat’s rat-catching talents reputedly
contributed to the success of many sea voyages!

In return you will receive a colourful quarterly newspaper,
Prayer Union leaflets and information about social events.

2. Knit warm hats, balaclavas and fingerless mittens for seafarers.
This is an excellent way of using up odd scraps of wool, as stripes are
very acceptable and bright colours are greatly appreciated.

3. Make up shoe-boxes (or similar size cardboard boxes) wrapped
in gift paper and filled with small Christmas presents and a greetings
card. These are collected by the beginning of December for
distribution to ships which may well be at sea on Christmas Day.
Each seafarer receives an individual box.

4. Ask your minister if he would like to hold a Sea Sunday service
to remember and pray for seafarers and the Christian ministry to
them. There is a special Sea Sunday pack with suggestions for
worship and material for Sunday School children.

Though the usual date has been the second Sunday in July, you are
free to choose any day and many churches now hold a Sea Harvest
Festival, emphasising the fishermen’s role.

51 Invite a representative from the Mission to address your group
or speak at a Church service.

The Caversham Heights Society caters for not
only those in their third age but for those in their
second age, whilst some stay the course even into
their fourth age!

In each year for twenty-five years the Society
has offered, during the winter months, a lecture
programme to span all interests, from history to
botany, from literature to religion and from
science to art. In addition, it arranges two theatre
trips each year and at least two visits to stately
homes or gardens, plus a short holiday to allow
members to see places of note beyond the range of
a day’s coach ride.

Recent speakers include Jane Griffiths MP,
Baroness Pitkeathly, the novelist Gillian Tindall
and robotics wizard of Reading University,
Professor Kevin Warwick. During the coming
year there will be talks on Archeological
Discoveries at the Oracle, Thames Locks and
Weirs, Photographing Egyptian Tombs and a
dramatic presentation of Jane Austen.

One visit in the coming season will be to the
Lord Leycester Hospital in Warwick and
Packwood House: another will be to Sutton House
and William Morris’s birthplace in Walthamstow,
now the William Gallery. The short holiday in
2001 will be based on Hereford and explore
interesting places in the border country.

The annual subscription to the Society, which
meets on alternate Wednesdays in the hall of
Caversham Heights Methodist Church, is £9.00 -
including refreshments! It is expected that there
will be a few vacancies this year and further
information may be obtained from the Secretary,
Dr Beldon Bensley on 0118 934 5004.

Berks
RG4 7BU

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE
TEL: 0118 947 6067

LESLIE MAYNERD 154 mroa

THE OAK HOUSE, 80 WOODCOTE RD.,
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 7EX

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 948 4364

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

administration
Belcher Turf Co.
J. V. BELCHER
EST. 1976

May we quote you for all
Garden work?
Large or small jobs welcome.
Prompt attention to all enquiries.

Turf supplied only
or
Turf supplied and laid

Phone Reading 9428818/9473124
or 0860 842760

Summerfield

REST HOME

5l

This distinguished Victorian
_dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RESPITE AND
HOLIDAY STAY

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING
Phone: Reading (0118) 947 2164

Reading (0118) 947 2346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE
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[ AROUND THE CHURCHES Sagy)

T.V. DOCTOR The Daisy

o Free Callout Montessori 3 R e .
PARADE OF BANNERS
+ Repairs to T.V.s, Opening

\f/jq’e:qs, I:'ﬂcrowaves, rxtfrcnlff\i"g: Llr !%QOO
i-Fi's etc Inblell ,
Te];bhone: To those passing by the BAPTIST MILLENNIU BANNER BLESSING
0118 948 4585 07779 047 533 CHURCH the illuminated cross on the ' 2 5 :
Tower marks the Milliennium, but [ 7 TR L B l i
when the main doors are open a N g
A.R. FLOWER beautifully worked banner is revealed
Property Maintenance — General which celebrates 2000 years of
Repairs — All Types of Decorating Christianity. It was made by ladies of
Undertaken ~ Kitchens, Woodwork the Church who are members of the
FREE ESTIMATES Banner Making Team. They have
14 Woodcote Way, Caversham already made other banners depicting
Phone 947 5846 the Christian seasons such as Easter,

Harvest and Christmas. The group was
led, as it has been in recent times, by
Beryl Fitzpatrick, but since the banner

EXETER - DEVON was completed she has moved to the —Norman G Kent
HOLIDAY FLAT TO LET Cotswolds to be nearer to members of Fr Keith Kinnaird blesses the Millennium Banner held by Sunday School
Situated on banks of River Exe, easy reach of cathedral and her family. leaders Ken and Liz Morgan, surrounded by some of the children who took

city centre, Dartmoor, Exmoor and Cornwall. part inits planning and design.

@ Short lets only @ Sleeps 2
@ Car parking available @ No pets allowed

Contact: Mrs M. Wall on 0118 947 5661

DMNB #

ROOFING SPECIALIST

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

On Sunday 18th June 2000 Fr. Keith Kinnaird, Vicar of St Andrew’s,
blessed the large Millennium Banner, planned and designed by the
children of the Sunday School, at their party held last January. The
three different Sunday school classes had the following themes:

SPARKLERS (age 3-6) The Millenium and Birthday of Jesus
ALL STARS (age 6-9) St Andrew’s Church and Caversham
TRAILBLAZERS (age 8-9) The Life of Jesus

These are the children’s original designs and included local landmarks
such as Church House and Caversham Library. The separate squares
(recently seen in an earlier issue of Caversham Bridge) were joined
together to form the
completed banner,

inside the church. CAVERSHAM (Gosbrook Road)

METHODIST CHURCH
Sept 3 10.30am Holy Communion and

J. . MOTORS | CAVERSHAM METHODISTS sk

6.30 pm at Caversham Heights

Sept 10 Racial Justice Sunday
HELP CREATE BANNER y 10.30am Rev Rosemary Fletcher

Sept 17 10.30am Deacon Vic Downs
6.30pm Holy Communion

- Rev Rosemary Fletcher

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)
On Sunday afternoon 16th July, Christ |

* Servicing by top mechanics Church, Woodley was packed plus a Sept23  7.00pm Harvest Supper for all
. video-link in the hall, for the [* Caversham Methodists at
* Bodywork, any job undertaken Dedication Service of the Millennium Sept 24 ﬁi‘,/sfs?‘;:rsg’zfl_ﬂs
7 ) ; Banner. This is about 20" wide and 4’ 10.30am All Age Worship and Parade
* Collection and delivery service can deep, made up of 2000 squares - each Service - Robin Gowers
be arranged a cross of numerous different designs 6.30pm United Service (with St
) and stitched in every material ]‘;\:"' EI chuCrCh ‘”” Gosbrook Road)
Call us today for first class personal imaginable, from silk, buttons, beads, | - Mrs Elaine Cresswe
service ribbon, even tiny electrical parts! All gg)\;gRSHAgdog:rLG:J;@5:283:)5: CHURCH
these were stitched together and — Rev Rosemary Fletcher
Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone mounted to form, in wonderful 10.30am Circuit Welcome for Chris

rainbow colours, Jesus’s presence
through the ages. These. crosses were

J.R MOTORS made by over 600 worshippers and

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD . friends, some from Caversham, some

from other countries, and several
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF people spoke of the joy and fellowship

in this effort. The instigators and
assemblers well deserved sincere

WHITINGS e s m o e

Evans, new Lay Worker
(Youth and Evangelism)
- Rev Jim Booth, SuperintendentMinister
Sept 10 Racial Justice Sunday
10.30am Sunday Starters Promotion
- Deacon Vic Downs
6.30pm Holy Communion
- Rev Rosemary Fletcher
Sept 17 10.30am Holy Communion
- Rev Rosemary Fletcher
6.30pm Deacon Vic Downs
Sept 23 7.00pm Harvest Supper

BUTCHERS afternoon, led by the Rev. Audrey R : Sept 24 Harvest Festival - Theme: ‘Rural Britain’
Simpson shortly before leaving S nneones 10.30am All Age Worship and Parade
20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU Reading to minister in Bath. Service - Rev Rosemary Fletcher

Tel: Reading (0118) 947 2048 Assembling the banner — June 2000. 6.30pm Deacon Vic Downs
SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF il ST LEONARD’S PARISH CHURCH, WOODCOTE

Sept 10 9.45am Mrs Elaine Creswell
SUPPLIERS TO THE CATERING TRADE
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN
HOME-MADE SAUSAGES

& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Monday & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

Thursday Evening Services
Anyone who finds it difficult to attend worship
on Sundays will find a very warm welcome at
the mid-week evening services at Caversham
Heights Methodist Church at 7.45pm on
Thursday evenings. The service will take varying
forms each week.
How to Book a Room for Your Event (Subject to
availability)
Caversham (Gosbrook Rd, Methodist Church:
Contact Sarah Laming: 0118 946 3453
Caversham Heights Methodist Church: Contact
Harry Taylor: 947 2051 (or Wesley Lounge)
Judith Higgs: 947 4494

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

Installing the banner — 10 July 2000. ~ Anne Jones
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'FORMER CURATE LICENSED

IN DORCHESTER TEAM

he Abbey Church of St Peter and St Paul,

Dorchester-on-Thames, was full on
Thursday 20 July when the Revd Edward
Tildesley, former Emmer Green resident and
Non-Stipendiary Assistant Curate at St
Barnabas, was licensed by the Bishop of
Oxford, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, as Team
Vicar in the Dorchester Team Ministry with
responsibility for Clifton Hampden, Culham,
Long Wittenham with Little Wittenham. The
impressive service was not only attended by
parishioners from within the Dorchester Team
but also by a large contingent from Emmer
Green and relations and friends of the
Tildesley family from farther afield. Music was
provided by the combined choirs of the
Dorchester team of parishes and particularly
memorable was the involvement of one of the
local church schools when an eight year old
pupil, barely able to see over the lectern, read

one of the lessons with great clarity and
confidence.

Others participating in the service were the
Venerable John Morrison, Archdeacon of
Oxford, and the Canon John Crowe, Team
Rector of Dorchester and Area Dean of the
Aston and Cuddesdon Deanery (and one time
Minister at Caversham Park Church). In his
sermon  the Bishop of Oxford spoke
eloquently about the calling or vocation of a
priest and the calling of each one of us.
Before the actual licensing by the Bishop,
parishioners of Edward Tildesley's new
parishes presented to him a stole, Bible, bowl
of water, Paschal Candle, chalice and paten
which symbolically affirmed him in his priestly
office and reminded everyone of the new
Team Vicar's pastoral role, the importance of
the word of God, of Baptism and of the
Eucharist in the ministry and mission of a

- 0 Jewiss
After the licensing the Revd Edward Tildesley (centre left) was photographed
with the Bishop of Oxford, the Archdeacon of Oxford (right) and the Team
Rector of Dorchester, Canon John Crowe (left).

priest in the Church of England.

Many will remember that when the Revd Edward Tildesley was at St
Barnabas he was also Chaplain to Shiplake College. He has since been
a Chaplain at Oakham School in Rutland. Edward and his wife, Pippa,
and daughter, Dora, now live in the vicarage in the delightful

Oxfordshire village of Clifton Hampden.

CAVERSHAM METHODISTS IN DISCIPLE COURSE

For me, a member of Caversham Heights Methodist
Church, the evening service at Christ Church, Woodley
on July 16th, of thanksgiving and of witness by those
who had taken part in the recent Methodist Circuit
“Becoming Disciples Through Bible Study” course, was
a most uplifting experience. The participants explained
how the Bible had been revealed, illuminated, and
disclosed to them — they who had thought they already
knew their Bible. Discussion, personal contemplation
and study of God’s word had profoundly affected them
all, inspiring them in their personal service to God
within their own churches, enriching their prayer lives
and resulting in a real desire for increased
commitment. Members of the “Disciple” group,
including two from Caversham, led the prayers and
readings and a short play revealed that Jesus still

chooses the most unlikely people to carry out his
purposes. A visiting URC Minister, on exchange from
the USA and based at Trinity Church, Earley, spoke
about the impact of this course in his country. The
music, led by Merry Evans and involving a children’s
choir, an adult choir, excellent young soloists and
some instrumentalists, played an important role. Never
were hymns sung more meaningfully, more
enthusiastically, more joyfully by members of Christ
Church and the many other churches in Reading and
District.

A further “Disciple” course (daytime) is to commence
in September and is open to anyone from the Reading
area — do get in touch with its leader, Jen Guy of
Emmanuel Methodist Church (Tel: 969 3587). The
course will speed by and you will be richly blessed.

NEW
METHODIST
LAY WORKER

On Sunday September 3rd there will
be a Circuit Welcome Service for
Chris Evans, the new Circuit Lay
Worker (Youth and Evangelism) at
6.30pm at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church. He is a former pupil
of Reading School and has recently
graduated with a 2:1 class degree in
Religious Education at the University
of Wales in Bangor.

NEWS FROM OUR LADY AND ST

The Irish Dancers show off their skills.

The Parish Summer Fete was held on the afternoon of
Saturday 22nd July. Blessed with fine weather, a good crowd
turned out to patronise the various stalls, to admire some
young Irish Dancers, to take part in the games or watch the
efforts of those who did, and generally to enjoy the day. The
whole occasion was great fun and generated a helpful boost
to Parish funds of about £1,850.

A few days later, on the evening of Tuesday 25th July, Choir
Director Patti Naxton and her husband Mike, kindly hosted a
party in their attractive garden to say farewell to two long
time Choir members. Rita and Cliff Nash were shortly
leaving Caversham for pastures new on the Isle of Wight and,
on behalf of all the Choir, Patti presented them with an
engraved decanter to act both as a memento of their time in
the Choir and as a token of the friendship of their fellow
members.

Also present at the party was David Gnosill, a student for the
priesthood who is currently attending the English College in
Rome. David was attached to the Parish for a pastoral
placement of about three weeks during the summer to get a
flavour of what parish life is like. The party provided an
excellent opportunity for him to meet and talk with some of
the parishioners in a relaxed and informal environment. We
all wish him well in the fulfilment of his vocation.

Photos: K. Corrigan

ANNE’S

David Gnosill hears a parishioner’s point of view
from Anna Corrigan.
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D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 948 3491

JOHN ~
WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or
small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

Extensions, refurbishments,
patios, driveways, property
maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM
0118 948 2504

QAVERSHAM BOOI(SB@

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 948 2800

Support your local Bookshop
Our services include:

¢ A wide range of new books and maps in
stock

¢ Next day delivery for most orders

¢ National “Book Tokens” sold and exchanged

¢ A discount scheme on all book purchases

4 Major credit and debit cards accepted

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

@ Free valuations

@ Probate valuations

@ Accompanied viewings

@ Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers

@ Professional staff who live within the area

@ Regular up-date reports

@ Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

REFLECTIONS ON WOODLANDS DAY

CLAYFIELD COPSE

The aim of the day was to celebrate our woodlands, to raise awareness of
residents that this beautiful piece of countryside owned by Reading
Council was for them to enjoy. Also that woodland is an important part of
our tradition and there are many crafts based in woodland that are now
being revived as we recognise the skill of the woodsmen of previous
centuries. The Copse was designated a Nature Reserve a few years ago,
since then the Friends of Clayfield Copse have been working voluntarily
to maintain the woodland and fields in a traditional way for the benefit of
wildlife and the people who use them.

Plans began nearly a year ago and, with the help of a Millennium
grant, a grant from Earley Charity and Reading Borough Council, on
Saturday 17th June it all came together. The sun shone, the Copse was
looking beautiful and over 1500 people came to visit. At the reception tent
they picked up a programme for the day, something for everyone, they
also picked up a tree trail quiz, (prize was a hand made bird table) and off
they set for a walk around the site to see it all. When they returned there
were refreshments from Trade Fare in the marquee and a barbecue.

From visitors response forms we learned that everyone thoroughly
enjoyed the day, the animals were particularly popular, the owl and hawk
flying display, the Clydesdale horses working in the woods, pulling out
the felled sycamore trees and the Tamworth pigs rootling round a corner
of the woods.

Further along the ride in the Copse another pig was being carved from
the fallen cedar trees by chain saw sculptors. (Go and see her.) Other
sculptures of woodland “found” materials were being created and hung in
the trees, groups of children were guided by Spencer Byles, a woodland
sculptor. Willow weaving was another popular activity, children were
making lanterns to take on the evening walk, to hear the ghost stories.
Other stories were being told all afternoon in the story telling tent.

Traditional crafts were demonstrated by a hurdle maker, a
wheelwright, a furniture maker, and a wood turner. They were there in
the woodlands to demonstrate their skills and to talk to passers by about
their craft.

And the wildlife? We had guided walks, groups of people were led away
by wild life loving enthusiasts to find our more about wild flowers, mini
beasts, butterflies etc. and the birds were singing loudly in the cool shady
walks of the woods.

History? John Morris, a woodland archaeologist from the Children
Woodlands Trust, took a group around to show how history can be found
in the woodland.

Conservation? A group of cubs barrowed woodchip to improve the
surface of a pathway and Green Gym, a voluntary conservation group,
continued their dead hedging.

Later in the evening over 60 people returned to hear a ghost story, or
to look out for bats or to look out for moths. And dawn chorus was heard
by 15 or so more the next day.

To commemorate the day seats were being made. Visitors watched the
logs being pulled from the wood and taken to the field where a portable
saw mill sawed them into 2-3 inch thick planks. The planks were then
taken along the path to the Berkshire Woodcarvers who engraved the
Friends of Clayfield Copse logo on them. The planks will be used to make
seating around the site. Visitors were invited to suggest where seats were
needed, by putting stickers on a map. Watch this space for more seats
around this peaceful and beautiful part of Reading.

A wonderful day, friendly, gentle, happy, fulfilling our aims and more.

Friends of Clayfield Copse. Contact Judith Oliver 947 8920 or Ann
Latto 948 4454.

Memah at St Johns Chm'ch, Stmﬁeld Mommer a
7.30pm. Proceeds for Duchess of Kent Hospxce
~ Conductor Tan Westley (orgamsr/chmrmaster atSt
=Petér‘ Churc , Caversham). N

( “What a Stunning Setting” \

’

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Opened in April 2000
18 Hole Championship Quality Course
Golf & Social Memberships Still Available
Spacious, modern clubhouse ideal for private parties, weddings and business functions
Please call (0118) 947 8600 for further details )
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M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames

Tel: 01491 872103

MARK HART

Roofing Services (Est 1978)
All work carried out personally and guaranteed.

* Slating * Tiling * Flat Roofs

* Guttering and Fascias

* Leadwork * Re-pointing

* Exterior Property Care and Repairs

0118 9861969/ 0402 176044

ACE

CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL - SUPPLIED - EXPERTLY
FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
FIRE RETARDED - THE COMPLETE CARPET .
SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST
MASTER FITTERS.

TELEPHONE - READING
0118 947 5919

Do you need

financial advice

that is
independent, local and free
RICHARD
STAINTHORP
ASSOCIATES
INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS
Richard
& Alex Semple
0118 946 165 | Q)
23 OAKLEY RD ) 'S
CAVERSHAM ; &
RG4 7RL

A member of DBS Financial Management PLC which
is reguiated by the Personal Investment Authority
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This Highland peninsular has
single-track roads which follow
loch and mountain contours.

A Golden Eagle seen from our
cottage boded well on the first
morning. Passing overhead it was

"~ Scotland |
— Year 2000
Scops Owl

answer to that!

Before our departure | ventured
into the mountains.
Companionship was provided by a
summer-plumaged Whinchat
which greeted me from a nearby

lost in cloud shrouding high
mountains to the rear.

Buzzards occasionally soar on
uptilted wings. House Martins

i ® PETF

breed beneath the eaves while on the island with a few Blackcaps. desolate mountains and moorland ® PLUMOB?NDg FITTINGS
Swallows are busy in the barn. On the return, flying spray and a lively sea  devoid of bird-song and wildlife,

Each day ten friendly sheep with stressed a few passengers but the Atlantic just has to be wrong.

their two “babies” graze in birds were in their element. Fast roads, horrendous, eye- RHONBOIEIa%535

adjacent upland. It will be very sad
indeed to leave them.

The following day a snap
decision took us on a boat trip to
Eigg, with its population of seventy
inhabitants. Ocean birds included
Great Northern Divers, Common

and Black Guillemots, Red- almost thirty years, the situation is critical removed. The wildlife has already

: : : onathan
breasted Merganser, Manx About a hundred Red Deer in remote answered THAT question! ]
Shearwaters and Gannets. They pastures was a “one-off”. As nostalgia Scops Owl Farmer
added to the thrill of a squally and  returned they raced into a forest and were ABIPP ARPS

choppy crossing. To our relief the

sun broke through as we moored.
Within a few minutes a very rare

White-tailed Eagle dwarfed

Hooded Crows on a nearby cliff-top.
Widespread Willow Warblers were breeding

During two weeks just over a hundred
species were recorded but bird quantities
remained depressingly low. Once regulars
such as Ptarmigan, Red Grouse, Peregrine,
Merlin and Redstart, were completely absent.
Diminishing wildlife may be less obvious in
the short term, but viewed from a time-lag of

not seen again. When humans were less
feared, these elegant creatures would have
eyed us with gentle curiousity. They do no
damage yet are regularly shot — there is no

rock. Such moments of quiet
contentment were once the very
essence of Scotland.

Hundreds of miles of new

assaulting aerials on mountain
tops, supermarkets and souvenir
shops will never replace Scotland’s
loss.

A border-sign which once
courteously enquired, “Will ye nae
come back again?” has been

NOTE Heading for August should
have read, “Early Birds”. July heading
erroneously repeated. (Apologies —
Editors)

NEWS FROM GLOBE

Caversham Globe is enjoying its summer
holidays. There has been no meeting in August
and the September one has had to be postponed
to mid month. As individuals we are still active,
looking after the recycling facilities, monitoring
planning applications, and tackling Japanese
knotweed. This latter plant takes its annual
break in winter, so we need to continue our
efforts to curb its summer growth.

View Island is now open to the public. The
return of this missing piece of our riverside

BY O3

environment is very welcome; let us hope that
everyone will treat it with respect.

We hope that the appropriate councillors and
council officers will be able to attend our next
meeting to discuss the care of Caversham’s parks
and open spaces. If you are interested, please
come to St Anne’s Church Hall in Washington
Road at 7.30 pm on 14th September. For more
information, contact our Secretary, Paul Raman,
on 948 3389. Thereafter, our meetings will revert
to the first Thursday of each month, as usual.

FRIENDS OF MAPLEDURHAM
PLAYING FIELDS
RALLY TO THE CAUSE

The Friends of Mapledurham
Playing Fields are seeing the
results of some of their projects
which are now making a visual
impact on one of Caversham's
"green lungs". This dedicated
group of local volunteers spent
the winter and spring working
on a number of initiatives
calculated to raise the amenity
value of the Playing Fields and
its associated woodland. At the
same time, every effort has been
made to improve the diversity of
the indigenous plants, thereby
making the locality more
attractive to wildlife.

The conservation programme has included the
clearance of the encroaching undergrowth, the
removal of alien and invasive saplings, the edging
and consolidation of woodland paths, using chipped
bark, the planting of native species of shrubs and

bat boxes.

The Friends of Mapledurham Playing Fields
recently surveyed the site preparatory to erecting

already surprisingly rich in
wildlife, with sightings this year
.of badgers, stag beetles and
grass snakes. The aim is to
provide a refuge for an ever-
increasing range of fauna.

The group of Friends recently
discovered that the Playing
Fields and the immediate
locality are also home to several
species of bats. During July, a
number of members participated
in a "bat walk", led by a
specialist naturalist, Richard
Mekka. The Friends were shown
the ideal location for bat boxes
during a tour of the fields. Later that evening, the group
were shown how to use electronic bat detectors to
ascertain both the density and species of bats which
were frequenting the area. The majority proved to be
noctules, although pipistrelles were also present

If you would like to help the Friends in any way, you

Page 9

V & I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

® BATTERIES

®DIY.

® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS

® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

® KEY CUTTING (cylinder & mortice)
® PAINTS 3

PHOTOGRAPHY
BY

For Antiques & Architecture ® Brochures
Commercial ® Products ® Progress & PR
Weddings & Social Occasions

w0118 947 6786

i 64 Peppard Road,
%PIPPs  Reading RG4 8TL

DREWEATT NEATE

FINE ART AUCTIONEERS ESTABLISHED 1759

49 PARSON STREET, BANBURY
OXFORDSHIRE OX16 8PF

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage. Free pre-sale advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Area representatives:- Tim Holloway or John Foster
Tel: (01295) 817777 Fax: (01295) 817701

Boloendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN

can get in touch directly with the Group Coordinator,
Judith Oliver, on 0118 947 8920, or Tina Gower
on 0118 901 5201, or visit our web site,
www.friendsomppf.btinternet.co.uk.

There is a "Sit down and Plan" meeting at Caversham
Court at 7.30 pm on Tuesday, 5 September, when the
next year's action plan will be discussed.

trees, the building of wildlife refuges, and the
erection of bat boxes.

The Friends would also favour the establishment of
wildflower margins around the edges of some sections
of the fields and the extension of hedgerows to
provide wildlife corridors.

There is a growing realisation that the area is

2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 0118 947 6382
... Comfort, Care & Companionship
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Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen’s

Guild

Mrs E Manning presided
over the July meeting.
Members were reminded
to bring books to the next
meeting for the Book Stall
at St Barnabas Church,
Emmer Green, in October.
The competition for the
Prettiest Serviette ring was
won by Mrs H Adair. Mr
Alan Copeland gave a very
interesting and enjoyable
talk, entitled ‘In Town
Tonight’. He also showed
slides to illustrate the
subject, looking at the way
pub signwriters introduced
their sense of humour into
their work. Illustrations
varied from pub to pub for
the old traditional names
such as ‘The Swan’, ‘Hare
and Hounds’, ‘Shoulder of

Mutton” and many more.
He also showed us some

weird and wonderful
monuments which adorn
our town, such as

‘Simeon’s monument” in
Reading. Mrs B Dobson
proposed the vote of
thanks on behalf of
members .

The next meeting will
be on 21st September at
2pm in Church House,
Caversham. New
members welcomed.

Do come and join us.

Caversham WI

‘I don't like to complain
dear, but...” was the
intriguing title of Mrs
Gwen Appleton’s talk to
Caversham WI. On a
warm summer evening she
told us of her life as a
holiday rep for a group of
singles travellers. Some
hilarious moments were
mixed in with real drama,

- Abbeyecrest

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland
24 hour nursing care

Please phone Matron

READING 972 4414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

Nursing Home

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone

READING 947 3003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

plenty of travel and no
complaints!! Mrs
Macgregor gave a warm
vote of thanks.

After refreshments the
business part of the
evening passed quickly.
Arrangements were
finalised for 2 summer
garden parties with hopes
of the sunshine continuing.
The competition for a
seaside photo was won by
Mrs lvy Butcher and the
evening ended with the
raffle.

Meetings are on the
third Thursday evening in
the month at 7.30pm at
Church House,
Caversham. Visitors
welcome.

Caversham
Community
Association

July was a busy month
with 5 meetings where
members had a variety of
evenings. The usual
informal games started the
month with everyone
enjoying cards, scrabble
etc. The speaker the
following week was Mrs
Stevie Horton who spoke
about the Thames Valley
Air Ambulance. This is our
charity for the year and we
were impressed with their
dedication and the
valuable work they do.

‘Ascot’ hats were worn
for a race evening
organised by Mrs Margaret
Briggs — great fun and
prizes to be won. It was
knitting and sewing
needles to the fore for a
knit and natter evening at
the next meeting. Plenty of
squares were sewn up to
make a blanket for
Children’s Aid Direct. In
between the nattering a
fish and chip supper was
enjoyed. The month
finished with a popular
bingo session with summer
prizes to be won. New
members are always
welcome - Contact 947
933115

The Chiltern Edge
Antiques
Appreciation Society

If you are interested in
antiques why not join the
above society. This year’s
first meeting begins on
Wed. 4th October.

Talks will include Glass
Paperweights by Mr R
Brown; Chairman of the
Cambridge Paperweight
Society, and the History of
Greetings Cards by Mr
Peter Jones. We are
especially fortunate in
obtaining Mr Alan Frost of
Donald Insall Associates
Limited, the architects who
restored Windsor Castle,
who will speak on this
subject.

Meetings are held on
the first Wednesday of the
month at 7.30pm. This
year we have a new venue
— St Michael’s Church Hall,
Sonning Common. It is
very central and there is a
car park. Do come along.
Our programmes cover a
variety of subjects with

interesting speakers and
you will be most
welcome, as will visitors if
you wish to bring any.
The subscription is £15
and visitors are charged
£3 a lecture.

St Peter’s Wives’
Group

On 18 July we were
treated to a talk by Alan
Longstaffe entitled “A Life
of Flying”.

This was most
interesting, as it covered
his career with BOAC and
British Airways until his
retirement in the 1980s.
The talk included some
spectacular slides, taken
from the flight deck, of
sights such as the Victoria
Falls, the summit of Mont
Blanc and the snowfields
of Alaska. There were also
some lovely slides taken
in the Japanese city of
Kyoto, when the crew
were on a three-day stop-
over in Japan. The
colourful azaleas and
rhododendrons in the
parks were truly amazing.

Our next meeting will
be held at Church House,
Caversham on Tuesday,
19th  September at
8.00pm, when Eric
Aspden will talk about
London off the Beaten
Track.

Caversham
Ladies Club

At the July meeting we
once again went on our
travels. Whereas in May
and June we were taken
by our guest Speakers to
the Canadian Rockies and
Jordan, this time, it was
BYSe 0 ks e e
Buckinghamshire and into
the Chilterns. Our
Speaker, Mr  Alan
Copeland, gave a most
informative illustrated talk
on “Curiosities on your
doorstep”. It was a very
enjoyable afternoon and |
am sure the members
have been encouraged to
see out some, if not all, of
the curiosities described
particularly the local ones.

Caversham Heights
1G

The Guild Members
were in festive mood as
they celebrated their 39th
Birthday in fine style on
June 15th.

Dorothy Moore's
delicious home-made
punch was served as we
entered the  hall,
patriotically decorated in
red, white and blue.

Before the
entertainment, Rita Nash
said a few words of thanks
to members for their
support and friendship
over the years. This was
her last meeting with us as
she will be moving away
from the area.

The Drama Group had
prepared a  show
especially to celebrate the
new century. Entitled
‘Memorabilia’ it took us
all on a trip down memory
lane (and beyond!) as
news headlines, famous

people and events from
1900 to 1999 were
recalled in words and
music.

Daphne Browne had
written much of the
material herself, based on
research done by each
member of the group, and
Heather Richards
presented her with some
flowers in appreciation.
Warm thanks were also
given to Sheila Sloan, who
had been responsible for
making and painting the
screens depicting the
changing fashions of the
10 decades covered in the
show, and which made
such a colourful and
attractive backscene.

Our meetings always
take place on the third
Thursday of the month -
please come and join us at
St Andrew’s Hall, Albert
Road at 7.30pm.

Reading
Caversham Heights
TG

At their July meeting
Members were saddened
to hear of the deaths of
one current member and
two former members.
Winifred Summers had not
long been with us but a
warm tribute was paid to
her by another member.
Evelyn Inwards had been
involved with our TG for
many years and Margaret
Annison for only a short
time, when both of them
were forced to resign

through ill-health.
Members observed a few
moments silence in

memory of all three, and a
donation would be sent to
the Save the Children
Fund.

At this meeting we had
to say a fond farewell to
Margaret Mellin, who
would be leaving the
district in August. She had
served the Guild for many
years, both as Secretary
and Chairman, and as
Wardrobe Mistress as well
as many other roles in the
Drama Group, and her
cheerful smile and
infectious laugh would be
sorely missed. A small
presentation was made to
wish her well in the future
and in appreciation of all
her work for TG.

The Drama Group’s
‘Memorabilia’ show had
been well received by
several groups already,
and more bookings had
been accepted, right up to
the end of the year. The
Social Studies Group were
given much ‘food for
thought" when Regula
Adams gave her talk ‘Food
and Hygiene’ - it seems
there are many more
hidden dangers in our
kitchens than we could
ever have imagined!

John Rogers took us to
‘Skye - off the beaten
track’, with many scenes
of wild and remote parts
of the island. Although it
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Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA

QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone 0118 947 0762 evenings

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT
CHIMNEY SWEEP

AMY’S CLEARANCE SERVICE

The alternative to skip hire
I’ll Clear It! Load It! And Tip It!

GUTTER CLEARANCE
SERVICE

Tel: 0118 947 3560
Mobile: 0378 340444

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

~ JENNINGS

of Caversham

- Retail at
.ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 5939

FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 1528/947 5172
Fax: 0118 946 1380

R S PSRBT .

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
WITH ATTENTION TO DETAIL

R e ST . raegte

University drea
Sonning

Sonning Comman
Reading Central

& Surrounding Aroas

So If You Would Like To Buy A Property
Or You Have A Property You Would u:."r'b Sell

Why Not Call Us Free
0800 328 2960
Fax: 0118 946 4218

o Fr ambm S41 95 6un 102
10Pro sham, Reading, erkabire RGA51G
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seems that the new bridge
across from the mainland
has affected the tourist
industry there, as visits can
now be made by coach
without a stopover, there is
a great deal to see and
experience if you are
prepared to get out and
walk. 750 square miles
contain a population half
that of Reading, we were
told, and the best
accommodation is
afforded by holiday
cottages. Some of the
sunsets can be wonderful,
and it is quite possible to
experience all four seasons
in the space of one day!

Seals and sea otters can
be seen offshore, and
many different seabirds
inhabit Skye.

Mr Rogers, walking took
him over some rough
terrain with much loose
scree necessitating a stout
pair of walking boots, but
the views he found were
truly breathtaking.

Skye enjoys the largest
daily rainfall in the UK,
and waterfalls can appear
overnight, enhancing the
views still further, but it's
no good going back the
next day for another look
as they are quite likely to
have disappeared again!
Admittedly, the talk was
entitled ‘off the beaten
track’ but all the pictures
we saw were of such
remote and  almost
inaccessible places, that
one member was heard to
ask Mr Rogers if there
were any restaurants on
the island - as there had
been so little sign of
human inhabitation in the
entire presentation!

Meetings take place
every third Thursday of the
month at St. Andrew’s
Hall, Albert Road. Please
come and join us!

The Royal British
Legion -
Caversham Branch

This month a ‘Garter
Ceremony’ came to
Caversham! At the social
to hanour the Queen
Mother on her 100th
Birthday, members
celebrated many aspects of
her life; one of which was
a hat competition where
the ladies (and gentlemen!)
made and wore hats in the
unmistakable style of the
Queen Mother. Every
participant was ‘rewarded’
by receiving a garter
decorously put in place by
the Branch President - Ron
Jewitt. The garters were
generously given and all
hand-made by one of the
Members, Mrs. Hilda
Adair. The Branch thanked

her by presenting her with
one of the special pens
they commissioned - a
limited edition of 50 in
black with a gold
inscription reading -
Caversham Royal British
Legion - Queen Mother’s
100th Birthday - 4th
August, 2000. As her
husband was so patient
during the making of so
many garters and coupled
with the fact that he
celebrated his birthday
(not 100th!) just one day
after the Queen Mother, he
was presented with
something he is very
partial to - a large tub of
jellied eels!

A hot supper and sweet
was enjoyed by all, as was
the raffle - which was
rather grander than usual
with prizes of wine, spirits,
personalised note-paper,
toiletries, two lots of
dinner for two at local
pubs and many more - and
of course, the ever popular
four houses of Bingo with
prizes worth £15 a house
and a Snowball!

Music, singing and
dancing went on until the
end of the evening when
100 candles were lit on a
special cake and were
blown out by six of the
Branch’s oldest Members
with a combined age of
over 500 years! 100
flowers were divided up
and taken by Members to
fellow members who had
recently been bereaved or
who were feeling a ‘bit
under the weather’
themselves - all in all a
great evening of
camaraderie and fun!

The Branch likes its
social events but also
works hard raising funds
for the Poppy Appeal. Last
year thanks to the
generosity of Caversham
people, it raised over
£13,000! If you would like
to help with collecting or
would like to know more
about The Royal British
Legion, especially in
Caversham, ring the
Secretary on 948 1147.

Emmer Green
TG

The Chairman, Mrs
Maureen Chamberlain,
opened the July meeting
with a welcome to a
visitor, Mrs B Smith. Mrs P
Mansfield was thanked for
giving a Coffee Morning.

Despite showery
weather the Gardening
group had held a meeting
in the Chairman'’s garden
to discuss plant pests and
their control. Words and
Music had concentrated
on ‘Diaries’. Choice of
diary was not restricted
and it had been a meeting
with great variety and
entertainment value - an

experience to be pursued.
Arts and Crafts had focused
on a visit to the Anne Frank
Exhibition.

A break was taken for
refreshments and the Book
Sale.

In her talk, ‘The Flight of
the Curlew’, the speaker,
Mrs Meryl Beek, described
an area of great natural
beauty and of
archaeological and
architectural interest. The
curlew is the symbol of the
Northumbrian National
Park, interestingly being
coloured orange! Members
followed this symbol to

find archaeology of
Hadrian’s  Wall and
Vindolanda, and the

Norman church of Saint
Gregory at Kirknewton,
where the vicar’s house is
reputed to be haunted.
Meryl’s lovely slides
revealed the lasting beauty
of Lindisfarne and of
Jedburgh Abbey.

The Cheviot Hills are
home to curlews for
breeding in summer, but
they return to the
Northumbrian coast for the
winter. Red Squirrels can
still be seen in the Ingram
Valley, while east of the
National Park, at
Chillingham Park, are the
famous wild cattle. These
are never touched by
human beings and refuse
artificial food; although
inbred to some extent they
show no significant defects,
only a decrease in size
having been registered.
Inland from Wooler the
speaker reckoned that there
were “more sheep than
humans” and her slides
revealed why the area has
been called “The land of
far horizons”. Her final
slide was of an illustration
from a reference book,
depicting the curlew in its
true, natural colours.
Several Guild members
with links to that part of the
country identified with her
experiences and she was
very warmly thanked.

The Guild had no
meeting in August, the next
one being on Tuesday, 12th
September. Visitors are
always welcome to the
meetings at St Barnabas
Church Hall, Emmer
Green.

Reading & District
Probus Club

Probus Club held its
monthly luncheon meeting
at the Upcross Hotel on 10
July and were addressed
afterwards by Mr. Bernard
Forward, an Air Accident
Investigator from
Farnborough. A pilot
himself since 1958, and
later a qualified flying
instructor, he explained in
detail how causes of air
accidents are investigated.
A surprising statistic - air
accidents worldwide have
increased to a rate
currently of about one a
month. Despite the
reliability of modern
aircraft and their
sophisticated engineering it
would seem that both these
and the human factor are
fallible at times,

. particularly

where
different languages are
involved.

Do you enjoy talks
which make you think
and are you retired or
soon will be? Why not
ring Mr Barry Ward,
Probus’ secretary, for
details on 0118 942 8806.

Caversham and
Chiltern Flower
Club

The Club continues its
success with events and
demonstrations for the
millennium year. We have
enjoyed demonstrations in
June and July and on the
12th July several of our
members enjoyed a
special lunch in a
marquee at the Henley
Regatta Meadows to
celebrate the Ruby
Anniversary of the Berks,
Bucks and Oxon Area of
NAFAS. All Flower Clubs
are affiliated to the
National Association of
Flower Arranging
Societies and we are part
of the above area. Many
events take place during
the year and our members
attend lunches,
demonstrations and day
schools at different
locations in the area.

On the 21st July our
Chairman, Joy
Boddington, kindly hosted
a cream tea in her garden.
On a lovely sunny
afternoon members and
guests enjoyed tea and
scones in Joy's delightful
garden. Over £100 was
raised towards the cost of
staging our Flower
Festival in September.
“Emmer Green - A Lake
Beside a Stream” (A Floral
History of the Village) will
take place on the 22nd,
23rd and 24th September
in St Barnabas Church,
Emmer Green. Much of
the history of the village,
as seen recently in the
excellent exhibition at
Highdown School, will be
interpreted in flowers and
foliage. There will be a
concert on Saturday 23rd
September in the Church.
Please see the separate
advertisement for dates
and times.

We hope many readers

of this newspaper will
come to view the Festival,
the first ever held in the
Church at the heart of
Emmer Green. All
proceeds will be divided
between the Church, the
Flower Club and CIRDIC
(Churches in Reading
Drop-in Centre).
Our next demonstration
on 7th September is by
Tan Strong and then on
the 5th October Pat
Trunkfield and Pamela
Messenger give a dual
demonstration entitled
“Pots and Pans”, the
competition being a
Kitchen Arrangement. The
2nd November is an all
ticket special evening
with Graham King “A Step
into the Past”. Any
enquiries, please contact
Pat  Williams on
0118 948 1489.

Page 11

Telephone Reading (0118) 967 7033

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements
SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

Gardiners

———— Entablished 1968 ——

The specialist agency
for nurses, carers
and their clients.

(0118) 947 66 66

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For

PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

PERSONAL ATTENTION

FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham

Reading

Telephone
Reading
9479642

B /ézz@az Sadilles

45 Prospect Street,

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire. RG4 8JB

Tel/ Fax: 0118 - 948 3344
i uk.com

www.

CAVERSHAM CYCLES S&C MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES CAVERSHAM ANGLING SUPPLIES
New & Used Cycles M ling Accessories ‘Wide Range of Tackle
Hire Service i Mﬂm & Bait
All Repains / Servicing Immediate Insurance Cover Advice and Tips freely given

¢ COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

* GLAUCOMA TESTING
* CONTACT LENSES

N

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL

* QUALITY
* SERVICE
* FASHION

* VARILUX
CENTRE

* BUDGET FRAMES
* DESIGNER FRAMES

* COMPETITIVE PRICES
* EMERGENCY SERVICE

Polirs P o
: ; OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS

St CUCCI mxmx

ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

READING TEY . (0118-947 2099

OPPOSITE WAITROSE
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| ADVERTISERS’ ANNOUNCEMENTS |

PETER BURTON Your PERSONAL
= iy grETEHoR COMPOTES
PAINTER & DECORATOR in BN S YA

PRIVATE & CAVERSHAM COMPUTER — at home
SUB-CONTRACT and at your own pace
GENERAL Gee Gee Pe_ts Computer training for
MAINTENANCE & and Aquana beginners using your
REPAIRS own machine, software
Internet i
ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE 29 PROSPECT STREET &ln e": conheciion
Reading 947 2422 nne
TEL: READING — - = Garrison
0118 947 0297 Local Delivery Service 0118 947 4244

Landcare
GARDEN SERVICES

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting,
shrub pruning, beds & borders

Call Alastair on 0118 961 4797

Bright Electrical and Alarms
OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %
* Security lighting %
* Appliance testing to latest test requirements %
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years %
48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE

Phone: 0118 947 5133 Mobile: 0836 222137

WEB SITE PLUMBING AND
DESIGN HEATING ENGINEER
For local
GEOFF KEEN

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 947 0471

with regular
update service -
keep your site up
to date

reasonable rates

Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

Free estimates given
No job too small

m J R McCARDLE
MASTER MASTER MASONS
MASONS Fine Memorials in

Craftsmen in Stone

Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all

BEDFORD RD other masonry
READING undertaken
Telephone

0118 957 3537 READING 926 2362

THE

“POP-IN” CENTRE
IN CHURCH HOUSE

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays

10am to 12 noon

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in
pleasant company

Est Before 1879

TOMALIN & SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A caring family owned
Independent Funeral Service
Private chapel of rest

Help & Advice 24 hours a day

¥ GOLDEN CHARTER

AR Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Tel: (01491) - 573370

Anderson House, 38 Reading Road
HENLEY-ON-THAMES

LD Collinson cmpil.

CLOCKMAKER
FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Specialists in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

Free local collection service
OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Tel. (0118) 947 3548

o
.

o Wedding Photography %,
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIPP

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
0118 947 9450 0118 947 5656

41 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks. RG4 8JB

OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED
PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

GENERAL
HANDYMAN

Fed up with D.I.Y. Then why
not let me do the jobs for you !

For Example.

INTERIOR PAINTING
WALLPAPERING
COVING
TILING
AND MUCH MORE

Help is only a phone call away !

Ring BRIAN STEPHENS on
947 6372

FREE ESTIMATE NO JOB TOO SMALL

EMMER GREEN
CARPET CENTRE

61a Grove Road, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8LJ
Telephone (0118) 954 3000 Fax: (0118) 954 3400

NOW OPEN FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Offering a huge range of carpets & vinyls,
UNICLIC Laminate Timber (as seen on TV),
Real Timber, Karndean Designer Floorings

FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING (on all carpet orders over £250.00)
HOME PATTERN SERVICE
AND FREE CUSTOMER PARKING
For a service second to none and Much, Much More.

Tel: (011 1) 954 3000

YOU CAN FIND US OPPOSITE ST. BARNABAS CHURCH & EMMER
GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL

PICTURES

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0118 946 1336

OOTSIES

FLORIST

DELIVERY SERVICE
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0118 946 1070. Fax: 0118 946 1070

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826
ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 957 3650

BLYTH HOUSE, 158 READING ROAD, HENLEY-ON-THAMES

Tel: 01491 413434 .

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

co-operative
Funeral service

Caring Professional Service
24 Hr Service

Private Chapels of Rest
Funeral Bonds Arranged
Monumental Masonry
Home Arrangements

Serving the Community of
Caversham for generations.

0118 987 4473
75/81 Southampton St
READING

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

58 Briants Avenue 141 Oxford Road
Caversham Reading
Tel: 0118 946 1393  Tel: 0118 957 2016
(24 Hrs) (24 Hrs)

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 945 2103
(24 Hrs)
As your local Funeral Director
we will do ALL we can to help.

& 08 SClare members of the Funeral Omnibudsman Scheme
A and the Funeral Standards Council

Part of the SCI Group




