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CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY ACTION
VISION and REALITY

READING‘S CHRISTIAN
MILLENNIUM PROJECT

oSl @hrstians  the

Millennium is a very

special time and one
matter which has concerned
many in Reading is that it should
be marked in a permanent way in
keeping with our faith. Jesus
pointed to two great
commandments, to love God and
to love our neighbour as
ourselves. It therefore has been
very appropriate that the
Churches in Reading have
decided to concentrate their
efforts on providing a permanent
home for Christian Community
Action (CCA).

How the work grew
This local charity started eight
years ago through one person's
faith and love of neighbour. It
was Nick Crowder's conviction,
borne out by scripture, that
God's heart is broken by those on
the margins of society, those who
suffer because of poverty,
homelessness, unemployment,
family breakdown or addiction. It
is his belief that it is the church's
place to take a lead in bringing
light into darkness, hope out of
frustration, together with justice
and compassion. It was to that
end that Nick Crowder, using a
barn as a storehouse, began to
collect household items from
those who no longer needed them
and to pass them on to those who
do and to do so in the name of
Christ. The work grew and eight
years later, after six temporary

- 0. Jewiss

Nick Crowder, Director and Founder of CCA, is seen with the Revd John
Dudley on the occasion of his visit to St Barnabas.

warehouses or other premises, there is now a
pressing need for more permanent accommodation.

Important local service

Within this area it is estimated that over 10,000
people live on or below the poverty line or are in
crisis. In 1998, for example, over 2,500 individuals
and families were helped, counselled, clothed,
furnished and equipped by CCA. It aims to help
those who have, to invest in those who have not.
To this end it is estimated that it receives over 900
tonnes of donated home furnishing, clothes and
equipment each year. It is the only work of its
kind in the area and it works with and helps to
resource over 67 other local care agencies. It has
also established sheltered work placements and
provides training and is spearheading
development of community industry based on
recycling.

Permanent home needed
The challenge is to raise £850,000 to buy a
warehouse for life, although as a fall back position
the raising of £220,000 will provide funds to lease
a warehouse for four years. Over the past few

months the churches and their
members have already raised
over £100,000. There has been a
reception for businesses at the
Madejski Stadium but, despite
press comment, the results have
yet to be translated into real
money.

Our response to our

neighbour
Many individual churches have
been receiving a spokesperson
from CCA and coupling this with
a gift day or other special
fundraising event. For example
Nick Crowder was at St
Barnabas Church at the
beginning of March. On that
occasion those of us who reside in
comfortable Emmer Green were
brought face to face with who
their neighbour really is: not
necessarily the person next door,
but the drug addict found
collapsed in the street, who
attends the same doctors' surgery
as we do, or the people in
apparently adequate housing,
who through poverty have few
household effects. The neighbour
is any one with whom you come
into contact, the person you come
face to face with at the point of
need.

Yellow leaflets about CCA and
the Millennium Year Initiative
may be found in the churches
under the heading Reading
2000+plus. Alternatively CCA
may be contacted at 369 Oxford
Road, Reading RG30 1AU, tel no:
0118 951 2336. Both financial
contributions and prayerful
support are needed.
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Farmer
ABIPP ARPS
For Antiques & Architecture ® Brochures
Commercial ® Products ® Progress & PR
Weddings & Social Occasions
0118 947 6786

64 Peppard Road,
Reading RG4 8TL

@AVERSHAM wooxsuop

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Tel: 948 2800

Support your local Bookshop
Our services include:

¢ A wide range of new books and maps in
stock

¢ Next day delivery for most orders

¢ National “Book Tokens” sold and exchanged

¢ A discount scheme on all book purchases

¢ Major credit and debit cards accepted

FRENCH GITE
IN NORTH BRITTANY

Large, comfortable rooms, sleeps six
(plus cot), TV/Sky News. Quarter acre garden
with barbecue.

20 minutes by car to the sea — beautiful
coastline.

Leisure Park, Swimming, Riding & Golf — all
nearby.

FERRY DISCOUNT - MIDWEEK BOOKINGS

0118 947 7525

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick lonely and/or
housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they have
on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 948 3466

Please note — Offers of help always welcome.

TALKING POINT

By Revd Cathy Pynn

Anglican Minister in Secular Employment

GOD’S BUSINESS

have just come from a week’s course on analysing the business and it has set
my mind thinking along lines | tried once a few months ago. Why don’t we
sometimes use the techniques that we apply in our work today to help focus us
in our lives within the Church? Having made such a suggestion at that time to a
friend, | was greeted with the response ‘but that’s what | do all week — I don’t
want to do this on Sundays as well’.
| can sympathise but, on the other hand, maybe there is something in this idea
of applying work techniques and, in any case, why should we have one set of
tools for work and another for church? Are we really separating the sacred from
the secular?
On the course, we were told that the overall ideas could be represented by:
e Understanding the organisation, its structure and its products
e Understand the mission, the goals and objectives
* Understand the strategy being put in place to ensure that these goals and
objectives were being met
e Understand the information needed by the business
e Understand how the business worked, what its processes were, to capture
the information and use the information to meet the goals and objectives
e Ensure that all the things that were important to the business were
understood

Analysing the business starts with considering the organisation. If we start with
“the business” as Jesus started it, then the organisation was pretty small,
comprising a group of people, somewhat ill-equipped, one might have felt, and
with no real structure. However, it did have a product to deliver — the gospel
message, the good news.

Then we have a look at the Mission statement for the organisation — Jesus’
mission statement was quite clear — ‘I am come that you might have life’. The
objectives for Jesus were pretty simple — ensure that there were a few people to
carry on what he had started after he had died.

Then we look at Jesus’ strategy for ensuring that his objectives would be met.
He spent time interacting with a few people; he established a good relationship
between him and them and between themselves; he ensured that they
understood the teachings and did not focus on ensuring that others understood.

The next action is to understand the information needs. Well, the information
needs for Jesus were the needs of the everyday people and the closeness of God
to ensure that he was acting in sync with his Father.

The way we look at the processes — well there aren’t too many of those. Jesus
mixed with the everyday people in their homes, in their places of worship, in
their day to day working environments, in their celebrations, at meals, when they
were grieving, when they were sick. He was a part of their community in every
possible way. Through these processes of mixing and meeting with people he
understood their needs. He allowed himself to be interrupted; he made time for
people; he put the onus on them to ask him for help, to seek him out. But he, in
his turn, made himself available.

The objective of all this analysis was to ensure that we had the right processes
to meet our objectives and understood the important things in the business.

After this we needed to prioritise these processes according to whether we
thought effectiveness of the organisation, efficiency of the organisation or
ensuring that we kept up with the competition was the most important direction
to take.

So what do we do as Christians? | think we need to think within our own
families, local communities, work communities and the wider communities
about how we organise ourselves, our mission statement, objectives, information
needs etc. Have things really changed from those days when Jesus was Man on
the earth? Have we changed our objectives? Have we changed the processes? Do
we understand what the important things are in our Christian lives? Do we
understand what the competition is offering? By the competition, | don’t mean
the church down the road or even the church in town; | mean all the things
which compete for everyone’s time, energy and love.

I 'am going to continue to think it through — this way of thinking has a lot to
recommend it for focussing on the real issues associated with God’s business.
What is my personal mission statement? What are my personal objectives, what
processes do | need to do and what are redundant to my objectives? How does
this relate to those with whom I live and work closely? The thing that worries me
is that | have a sneaking suspicion that | may need to re-prioritise some processes
which are important but which I currently put lower down my priority list. No, |
won't bore you with my faults — you probably know them but I do recognise that
| may need to do a little process re-engineering (God help me!) - but that's
another story!
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CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road.
Tel: 947 9130.

(Parish Office: Tuesday-Thursday 9.30-12.30

Tel: 947 1703)

Rev Cathy Pynn, 21 Ridge Hall Close. Tel: 947 6065

Revy John Dudley, 26 Russet Glade, Emmer Green.

Tel: 954 6664

Rch Andrew Evans, 6 Scholars Close. Tel: 948 3396

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park
Village. Tel: 947 5152.

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Rev Rosemary Fletcher, 72 Highmoor Rd.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Vic Downs, 9 Woodlands Grove.
Tel: 948 2530

BAPTIST
Rev Peter Edwards, 14 Tredegar Road, Emmer Green.

Tel: 947 7697

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH
Colin Ferguson. Tel: 948 2557

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Crispin Fairbairn, Eric Bird Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Rev Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 947 1787

Rev John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common

Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev. H. R. Gayle Tel: 945 3849 (contact)

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins
6.30pm Evensong
St John's
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School
6.30pm Evensong (Ist Sunday)
6.30pm Informal Worship (3rd Sunday)
St Andrew’s
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer

An up to date list of weekday Services will be found on the Church notice
boards.

St Barnabas’
8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion
CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
(Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st, 3rd and
Sth Sundays)

Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)

Triple F Family Service (4th Sunday)
6.30pm Evening Worship (st Sunday)
8.00pm Worship and Wonder (2nd Sunday)

‘ CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

10.30am Prospect Street
6.30pm Usually at Kidmore Road

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL -
10.30am

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Gosbrook Road

10.30am and 6.30pm

Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

St Martin’s School 9.00am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH,
York Road
11.00am

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers),
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
9.30am Sunday School

11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm Evening Service
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HOLY WEEK and EASTER SERVICES

16th April - 23rd April 2000

v

4 i
~ ST ANDREW'’S CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS Maundy Thursday Easter Day ///
Holy Week (Monday 17th - Wednesday 19th April) 9.30am Holy Communion. e 8.30am The Sacrament of Holy Communion followed by
7.30pm Monday to Wednesday The Eucharist (with address). 8.00pm Sung Eucharist followed by Stripping of Altar and Easter Breakfast.
Maundy Thursday : Vigil to midnight. 10.30am The Sacrament of Holy Communion
7.30pm Sung Eucharist followed by Vigil. Good Friday t - Rev Rosemary Fletcher.
Good Friday 8.00am Holy Communion. 6.30pm Deacon Vic Downs.

9.30am Good Friday Liturgy.

11.00am Children's Service.

Easter Eve

9.00pm Vigil and Holy Fire Ceremonies.
Easter Day - He is risen

8.00am Eucharist.

10.00am Family Sung Eucharist.

12.00 - 3.00pm THREE HOURS’ DEVOTION conducted by The Rector.
Easter Day

8.00am Holy Communion.

9.15am Sung Eucharist (Family Communion).

11.15am Morning Prayer.

6.30pm Evensong.

GOSBROOK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH
Palm Sunday
10.30am Worship to include the Sacrament of Holy
Communion - Rev Rosemary Fletcher
6.30pm Rev Jim Booth.
Monday 17th April

11.30am Eucharist. CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH 8.00pm Devotional evening for Holy Week at Caversham Heights.

6.30pm Festal Evensong. Good Friday ; | Wednesday 19th April
10.30am United Service with the Methodists at Caversham 8.00pm Passover Meal (united with Caversham Heights).
ST BARNABAS EMMER GREEN Heights Methodist Church. Maundy Thursday :

PalmSunda Easter Sunday : . 8.00pm Ths_e Sacrament of Holy Communion at Caversham
8.00am Y Holy Communion (BCP) 10.30am Morning Worship. : Heights - Rev Rosemary Fletcher.
9.3021m Procyession s A R 6.30pm Evening Praise at North Caversham. Good Friday )
4'30 £ S oS ofthepCross ) 10.30am Waorship for Good Friday at Caversham Heights (united).
Maugd it i CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL 7.00pm Stainer’s ‘Crucifixion” at Caversham Heights.
8 OOamy Euycharisl Good Friday Easter Day

; = 4 10.30am Family Service. 10.30am All age Worship and Parade - Deacon Vic Downs.
7.30dprp . Eucharist in the context of a meal followed by a Vigil. Easter Sunday Gl The Sacrament of Holy Communion
gggpm" Y CErvicelofDevotony 10.30am Family Service. - Rev Rosemary Fletcher.
Easter Day

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP).

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH

PARISH OF OUR LADY AND ST ANNE

PR R R R R R R R LR RIR]

930am B e Palm Sunday Saturday 15th April
| ¢ Y y 1L03am - Dralmatised reading of Mark’s narrative and Communion 5.3I0p§n : Vigil Mass.
’ Tuesday 18th Apri Palm Sunday
; pal d STJOHN'S LOWER CAVERSHAM 8.00pm Communion (venue to be arranged). 10.00am Mass. g
alm Sunday ) Wednesday 19th April 6.30pm Mass.
‘ 8.00am Holy Commumon (BCP). 10.30am Communion (venue to be arranged). Maundy Thursday 5
10.00am Family Eucharist. 6.45pm Meal, Meditation and Agape (in school). 8.00pm Solemn Mass of the Lord’s Supper. E
I Holy Week (Tuesday "?lh A,P”I) ) Maundy Thursday Watching at the Altar of Repose till midnight. 5
[ 2.30pm Mothers" Union Holy Week Eucharist. 8.00pm Worship for Maundy Thursday (venue to be arranged). Good Friday 5
' Maundy Thursday . Good Friday 12.00 noon  Children’s Way of the Cross. S
10.00am Holy Communion (BCP). 10.30am *...And there they crucified Him..." (in'school). 3.00pm Solemn Liturgy of the Passion. 5
8.00pm Eucharist and Stripping of Alars. 4.30pm Good Friday tea and worship at East llsley Baptist Church 7.30pm Stations of the Cross and Holy Communion. S
Good Friday Easter Day Holy Saturday S
2.00 - 3.00pm An Hour at the Cross. 7.00am Easter Morning Communion in Clayfield Copse (meet 8.30pm Easter Vigil and First Mass of Easter.
Easter Sunday ! in car park) followed by breakfast. Easter Sunday IS
8.00am HOIY Commumon (BCP). 11.00am ‘He is risen...” Communion for Easter Day (in school). 8.30am Mass (Richmond Road Chapel).
10.00am Family Eucharist. NB: Full details of venues from Revd Phil Abrey tel: 947 5152. 10.00am Mass.
’ 6.30pm Mass. g
SIMARGARETSINARTEDURHAM METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM :
Palm Sunday 4, UNITED REFORMED CHURCH YORK ROAD %J
11.00am Sung Eucharist (with palms). CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH Palm Sunday E
Maundy Thursday 7 Palm Sunday 11.00am Flower Service with time for Remembrance
7.30pm  TheLiturgy for Maundy Thursday. 10.30am Al age Worship and Parade - Deacon Vic Downs. of the Departed. Rev Nina Mead. ‘
Good Friday . ] 6.30pm Professor Tony Bell. Easter Sunday
10.00am  The Good Friday Liturgy. Monday 17th April 11.00am Holy Communion led by Rev John Miller.
Easter Day ' 8.00pm Devotional evening for Holy Week (united with
11.00am ~ Sung Eucharist. Gosbrook Road). NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Wednesday 19th April Good Friday
ST PETER’S CAVERSHAM 8.00pm Passover Meal at Gosbrook Road (united). 10.30am - 12.30pm.
Palm Sunday (palm crosses at all services). Maundy Thursday Easter Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion. 8.00pm The Sacrament of Holy Communion (united with 10.00am Sunday School.
9.15am Sung Eucharist (meet for procession 9.05am in Gosbrook Road) - Rev Rosemary Fletcher. 11.00am - 12.30pm Morning Worship.
Caversham Court, weather permitting). Good Friday 6.00pm - 7.30pm  Evening Service.
11.15am Morning Prayer. -10.30am Worship for Good Friday (united with Caversham
6.30pm Special Worship for Entry into Holy Week. Baptist Church and Gosbrook Road) SOCIETY OF FRIENDS
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday in Holy Week Preacher: Rev Peter Edwards. Sunday service as usual.
7.00pm Holy Communion. 7.00pm Churches Together in Caversham: Stainer's ‘Crucifixion’.
dbbe] reSt aS teT ESTATE AGENCY
Nursing Home —=

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
lovely parkland
24 hour nursing care

Please phone Matron

READING 972 4414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

Greetings

to all our readers

from

The Editors of the

EAVERSFEAN
BRIDGE

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

@ Free valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

@ Advertising in both Reading and Henley
N(‘l\l\'[?(l[’t'rx

@ Professional staff who live within the area

@ Regular up-date reports

@ Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the

number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 SAA
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M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 948 4364

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

administration

-

e

Belcher Turf Co.
J. V. BELCHER
EST. 1976
May we quote you for all
Garden work?
‘ Large or small jobs welcome.
‘ Prompt attention to all enquiries.

Turf supplied only

or
Turf supplied and laid

‘ Phone Reading 9428818/9473124
or 0860 842760

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating
Building Maintenance

PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
MOBILE 0468376270 Caversham Heights
Reading

Berks

RG4 7BU

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE
TEL: 0118 947 6067

LESLIE MAYNERD tipsa sroa

THE OAK HOU

0 WOODCOTE RD.,

CAVERSHAM,

Summerfield]

REST HOME

“ADING RG4 7EX

This distinguished Victorian
_dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

ALSO AVAILABLE FOR RESPITE AND
HOLIDAY STAY

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS READING
Phone: Reading (0118) 947 2164

Reading (0118) 947 2346
Registered with
ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE APRIL 2000

RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

Return to the Fray
After an unprecedentedly long period of confinement to kennels this
watchdog is pleased to be back on the Caversham scene, which showed
little alteration over the intervening weeks.

The block paving of the centre of Caversham had been completed by the
time | returned and the pedestrian spaces in Church Street have now also
been extended in both breadth and length. This gives a cohesive
appearance to the area. Some of the blocks have already worked loose
which could lead to some falls so a wary eye is still needed. What is
missing and what was requested during the consultation exercise are more
trees and it is not at all clear that they will be forthcoming. Apparently
objections have come from the traffic management department that they
would be a hindrance flow. This will just not do. The whole tenor of the
consultation process was that people must have precedence over traffic in
Caversham centre.

Trees raise the whole standard of an area’s appearance. Very soon
shoppers will be able to enjoy the appearance of the horse chestnuts in St
Martin’s precinct when they come into leaf and blossom. The horse
chestnuts beside the bridge near to the hotel will also come into leaf and
blossom after being so savagely hacked back a couple of years ago.

Butchery

Alas, there are other trees in the vicinity which will never recover
properly. These are the remaining trees (they were once on both sides of the
road) in Caversham Road, which have been brutally pollarded. | am
perfectly aware that on busy town streets trees cannot be allowed to grow to
their normal size but with pollarding (suitable for willows) they will never
reach their normal shape. Instead they develop a sort of lump from which
the branches emerge. Once upon a time, though not for very long, selective
pruning was carried out, but that cost more and would not do at all.

In my own road some of the few remaining trees have been attacked and
for some years they looked like wooden poles with brushwood at their feet.
This is treating a tree as though it is a nuisance. It actually works for its
living, soaking up pollution, as well as providing shade in the heat and
enhancing the surroundings. A town without trees is unthinkable. Reading
on the whole is well provided with them, on both public and private land.
They need to be left to their own devices as much as possible.

Colourful Bus Lane
The red bus lane in Hemdean Road now has yellow car traps or
whatever their correct name is. One would think that even the most
unobservant driver could not miss seeing them, so it must be with intent
that many motorists ignore the lane, going right across to the other side of
the road if a bus happens to be in the bus lane.

Listed Library

Another cause for concern is the work going on outside the public
library. This is a pleasing and unostentatious building, listed Grade II,
which sits comfortably on the corner of Hemdean Road and was formerly
separated from the footway by a chain link fence (recently removed), a low
wall and a hedge. Now the block paving has been extended up to the
library itself and the wall, which still showed the remains of where in pre-
war days there would have been railings, has been removed. Perhaps the
grassy area in Hemdean Road will be restored. It did not take long for it to
become a repository for abandoned shopping trolleys and crisp packets.
What is not clear is whether the walls and curtilage in general is covered
by the Grade I1 listing. The list of listed buildings does not throw much light
on this either.

There are also some nasty tubular metal handrails which look cheap and
out of place. Surely the planning authority could have done better.
Caversham and District Residents’ Association, when asked some time ago
for ideas for marking the millennium in Caversham, suggested that good
railings outside the library would be a welcome addition, but this was
never taken up. This would have meant retaining the wall. So far no
preferred idea has emerged for marking the millennium.

Fair Daffodils

Mild winter has led to the early appearance of daffodils. They were
already out in St Peter’s churchyard in February, replacing the golden
carpet of aconites, and in Caversham Court a wide variety of them is
growing on the banks. Hills Meadow also has a good show. We no longer
need to ‘weep to see them haste away so soon’ for modern breeders have
made them last longer, ‘fluttering and dancing in the breeze’, to quote
another poet. They are doubly welcome as they are the first flowers of the
year which do not feel the need to cling to Mother Earth as the earlier
flowers do, but grow on long stems.

One disadvantage of this early display is that with Spring coming early
and Easter coming late there will be no daffodils left for the festival.
However, some of the bounty that fills that most beautiful of all months,
May, may also arrive early to join in the celebrations.

Betty Stark

On an early Spring evening as the setting sun streaked the sky with bands
of gold, a group of friends and relations gathered to scatter Betty Stark’s
ashes beneath the Deodar, one of her favourite trees in St Peter’s
churchyard. As a friend, neighbour and a fellow worker for this newspaper
it was with great sadness that | learned of her death whilst | was still away
convalescing. My last memory of her was seeing her sort out the postal
deliveries of this paper, unwell as she was. Betty was quiet and modest, but
in spite of her physical frailty she got on with a lot of work which benefited
others. She is much missed particularly by her sister Peggy with whom she
had been living for some time.

Thank you

Thank you to all those who sent messages,
cards and flowers whilst | was unwell. It was 3
great help to know there were all those people
who cared. | had been looking forward for some
time to celebrating the millennium outside, but in
the event could only listen to other people in the
distance doing so. | am now recovered and my
arm is very much better after its fracas with street
robbers towards the end of the last century! |
hope the millennium brings better fortune.

Diary Date

The Annual General Meeting of the Caversham
and District Residents” Association will be held
on Monday 10th April at 8.00pm in the
Caversham Baptist Church Hall, Prospect Street.

There will be a speaker to give a talk on the
Caversham Court Stable Block and
Environmental Centre.

All are welcome but only paid-up members
may vote. The subscription is £1.00 per year,
payable to the membership secretary, Marion
Fallowfield, 40 Matlock Road, Caversham
RG4 7B.

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

PIANO TUNING

MARTIN RYLEY
MEMBER OF THE ASSOCIATION
OF BLIND PIANO TUNERS

PHONE (0118) 926 6464

C. LEWINGTON
DULUX APPROVED
INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR
DECORATING
Inc: DADO RAILS, COVING, PICTURE RAILS,
WALLPAPERING, ARTEXING & GENERAL MAINTENA[\ICE
TEL: 9464007
OR MOBILE 0958 293867

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

{
Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 947 7904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING AT HOME

PASSPORT

VPN
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INVESTITURE AT BUCKINGHAM PALACE |[1omriungerr| [ PAMBRIAN
TILING FASHIONS
By Sheila Bowcock —l Voo —4 3 Screeding and Plastering Work oigcdt ey
\ | also undertaken 30 years experience
e entered the Palace gates to the inner quadrangle at I Eoea competitive usie Home visits
10.00 am with around 130 other recipients of awards please call e "'l;\'l.‘;‘,f,'}f(”\‘“ I
I and their guests. As Toby was in his wheelchair he 0118 954 3096 o e (LI L
was given his own personal footman who took us via the lift Mobile: 0468 170900 ol Carcabin e

to the second floor. From here I was directed to the Green
Room to be briefed on procedure, while Philip, Toby and my

guest were led away to the Ballroom. ANTIQUITY DISCO
In the Green Room I was equipped with a small hook upon v;q
which the Queen would place the insignia. Here there was an e MARILYN & RICHARD

opportunity to have a glass of wine or orange and a biscuit,

until a very imposing but friendly Gentleman Usher

I instructed everyone on etiquette. On a large CCTV screen we
could see, among others, Sir Henry Cooper being knighted.

Meanwhile guests were led to the Ballroom. It was already
quite full although the time was only 10.20. However those in
wheelchairs have privileges and Toby was parked at the front
where he could have a perfect view.

The Ballroom is quite magnificent, decorated in white and
gold, and there would have been around 500 people present.
Against the front wall are two thrones and in front of these
the large red-carpeted dais, in the centre of which was a chair

. for the Queen. There is also a table on the right on which the
insignias are placed, and on the left a lectern from which the
Lord Chamberlain announces the name of the recipient and
the reasons for the award. The ceiling was panelled, and from
it hang several very large chandeliers. Lighting is well
concealed and the remote-controlled television cameras quite
inconspicuous. The orchestra of the Life Guards in the

27, QUEEN STREET, CAVERSHAM,
READING, BERKSHIRE, RG4 7RB
TEL & FAX NO: 0118 947 6664
MOBILE: 0468 804832

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL &
SECURITY SERVICES

Photo credit - Charles

* DOOR ENTRY
* INTRUDER ALARMS
* SECURITY LIGHTING

* ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* EXTRA SOCKETS
* COMPLETE REWIRES

anyone famous coming out”. “Oh yes
there is!” was their reply.

While we chatted on the pavement, a
little boy turned to his parents, pointed
at me, and said “Is that the Queen?” His
embarrassed parents hustled him away
before I could bestow a queenly smile on
him, but it made my day. I think it must
have been my hat that did it!

Tel. Reading 0118 9543059 or Mobile 0956 811443

* Village Yarns
- for more than wool
Iadieg fachione

musicians’ gallery plays throughout the Investiture, so that it
is not possible to hear any of the conversations between the
Queen and each recipient.

Shortly before 11.00 am five Yeoman of the Guard marched
in to Men of Harlech, followed by the Queen with two
Ghurka officers, four Gentlemen Ushers, and at this point
the orchestra played the National Anthem. The Queen then
said to the assembled guests “Please sit down”.

Meanwhile, we were constantly checked to make sure we
were in the right order. The turn of my line came to advance
into the next corridor - really a very long wide room - where
we could still watch the proceedings on four TV screens from
different angles. There are priceless paintings everywhere,
ranging from obviously very old ones to a full length very
modern mural along one corridor wall.

Moving to the long state room at the entrance to the
Ballroom as we slowly proceeded nearer, I could see Toby
watching out for me and he gave me a most welcome thumbs
up.

As the person before you walks to the Queen on her dais,
you proceed to the next Marshall. Upon hearing your name
announced, in my case “Sheila, Mrs Bowcock”, you
immediately begin to walk to the Queen whilst the reason for
your award is being announced.

The insignia is passed to the Queen on a velvet cushion by
the Master of the Household. You bow or curtsy, and walk to
the dais where she then places the insignia on your hook and
speaks to you for 20-30 seconds. In my case I think the
conversation was “I understand you are a foster carer” - “Yes
Your Majesty”. “And you have been one for several years”
“Yes Ma’am” “Are you still fostering?” - “Yes Ma’am and it’s
back to night feeds tonight”. At this she made a little grimace
and said “Ooh”. Then we shook hands and I was on my way.

Then my insignia was placed in its box and I was escorted
to the back of the Ballroom. At the end the National Anthem
was played, the Queen and her entourage left, no doubt for a
welcome cup of tea, and we waited for our guests to join us.
Toby was there with his faithful footman, and Sir Henry
Cooper came over to talk to him. They had met on a school
occasion nine years ago and we think Sir Henry had
recognised him, which is a lovely thought. Our footman
escorted us all back to the door and then to the front of the
queue for the photographer, where he bade us farewell.

After photographs, official and unofficial, had been taken
we made our way across the huge quadrangle back to the
Palace Gate, where another family secret was revealed.
There, waiting for us, were part of my family who had come
to London specially. As they were waiting for three quarters
of an hour the policeman on duty said “I don’t think there is

A most memorable and exciting day.

I would like to thank everyone who
has given me their good wishes.

CONGRATULATIONS
TO GORDON PAGE

- 0. Jewiss

The Caversham Bridge, on behalf of its readers,
is pleased to congratulate Gordon Page on the
celebration of his 90th birthday earlier in the
year. Older residents will remember that 25
years ago Gordon Page retired after three years
as Church Warden of St Peter’s Church in the
days when Caversham was all one Anglican
parish. For the previous 18 years he had been
District Warden at St Barnabas Church. While in
office Gordon served under two Rectors of
Caversham and seven Priests-in-Charge at St
Barnabas.

He is a one time resident of Conisboro Avenue,
where he was born, and has lived in Caversham
and Emmer Green all his life, with the exception
of war service in Burma, India and South Africa,
about which he reminisces with interest and
enthusiasm. He and his wife Mary (now 93)
celebrate their 65th wedding anniversary later
this year and, apart from the Second World War,
have lived in Gravel Hill throughout that time.

Although Gordon and Mary Page are now
housebound, they have vivid memories of
earlier times in Reading and Devon, where
Mary originally came from and where she spent
the war years. David, their son, was born there
and is now the main support for his parents. The
photo was taken not long after Gordon’s
birthday.

haberdashery, accessories & gifts,
dry cleaning, alterations, shoe repairs and, of course,
friendly service and a wide selection of wools.

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU
Tel: 0118 972 4890 :

diatry/Chiropody (State Registerod)
ey AT e

her therapies available soon.
Prop: Mrs E Burt SRCh

i The
Entertaining
Cooks

PROFESSIONAL CATERING
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

Wedgwood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or
Christine Harvey
on Reading 9477430 or
& 9478597 for a price guide

CHRIS GILES .
NS
= ,//

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE GIVEN.
INSURANCE WOR INDERTAKEN.'

S

BATHROOM AND SHOWER SPECIALIST

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE,
ALL ASPECTS OF BATHROOM ALTERATIONS,

INCLUDING BUILDING WORKS, PLASTERING,

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS.

ALSO, CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING.
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| AROUND THE CHURCHES |

NEW ARCHBISHOP OF BIRMINGHAM

s briefly reported in last month’s ‘Caversham

Bridge’, The Right Rev Vincent Nichols,
currently Auxiliary Bishop for North London in the
Archdiocese of Westminster, has been appointed
Archbishop-Elect of Birmingham.

Born on the 8th of November 1945 in Crosby,
Liverpool, Vincent Nichols had his early education
at his local parish primary school before going on
to the Christian Brothers’ St Mary’s College in
Crosby. At the age of eighteen, he realised his
vocation and was sent to study for the priesthood at
the English College in Rome.

Ordained priest for the Archdiocese of Liverpool
on the 21st of December 1969, he returned to
England in 1970 for a year’s study at Manchester

EXETER - DEVON
HOLIDAY FLAT TO LET

Situated on banks of River Exe, easy reach of cathedral and
city centre, Dartmoor, Exmoor and Cornwall.

@ Short lets only @ Sleeps 2
@ Car parking available @ No pets allowed

Contact: Mrs M. Wall on 0118 947 5661

ST. BARNABAS CHURCH
Saturday 6 May
10.00am-12 noon
ANNUAL HOUSEHOLD AND
HANDYMAN SALE

at

St. Barnabas Church Hall, Grove Road, Emmer Green
IN AID OF OVERSEAS MISSION

WHITINGS
BUTCHERS

20 Coldicutt Street, Caversham, RG4 8DU
Tel: Reading (0118) 947 2048

SUPPLIERS OF SCOTCH BEEF
SUPPLIERS TO THE CATERING TRADE
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS AND
BARBECUE ORDERS TAKEN
HOME-MADE SAUSAGES

& BEEFBURGERS
HOME COOKED HAM

Monday & Wednesday 8am-1pm
Tuesday, Thursday & Friday 8am-5pm
Saturday 8am-4pm

FULL DELIVERY SERVICE
INCLUDING EVENINGS

J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken

‘% Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

University before being appointed Assistant Priest in the Parish of St Mary’s,
Wigan. In 1974, he went to America for further study at Loyola University,
returning in 1975 to Toxteth in Liverpool where he was engaged in pastoral
duties until 1980.

Early in 1980, he was appointed to run the in-service training of clergy
throughout the Liverpool Province and also began undertaking special duties
for his Archbishop. This continued until 1984 when he became General
Secretary of the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, a post very central
to the administration of the Church throughout much of the United Kingdom.

It was from this post that, in 1992, he was called to be titular Bishop of
Othona and Auxiliary for North London in the Archdiocese of Westminster, his
episcopal ordination being conducted by Cardinal Basil Hume on the 24th of
January 1992. Following the latter’s sad death last summer, Bishop Nichols has
been acting as Apostolic Administrator of Westminster.

It was not, therefore, the greatest of surprises when, on the 15th of February
this year, it was announced that he was to succeed Maurice Couve de Murville
as Archbishop of Birmingham, albeit his was by no means the only name being
bandied around. His formal installation was due to take place on Wednesday
29th of March, around the time when subscribers to ‘Caversham Bridge’ might
expect to be reading this, and it is hoped to have a report on that occasion in a
subsequent issue.

— Photo courtesy of Birmingham Post & Mail

Archbishop-Elect Vincent Nichols outside St Chad'’s Cathedral, Birmingham.

1st Caversham Boys Brigade winning team and
supporters.

Having just got over their 60th Anniversary
celebrations, the 1st Caversham Company of the
Boys’' Brigade were celebrating again. Members of
the Junior Section have won the Reading battalion
five-a-side Football competition in two millennia.
They were the last winners in the old millennium
and first winners in the new millennium, thus
creating a piece of history on January 15th. The
boys of the winning team, Damien Stockings, Ben
Tipper, Christopher Smith, Carl Field and Andrew
Lines, were presented with their medals in Church
on Sunday January 23rd by Rev Rosemary Fletcher.
The Battalion Trophy was also on display for the
congregation to admire. During the service the
following boys were awarded their white
achievement badges: Michael Micklejohn, Michael
Smith, Andrew Lines, Daniel Collier, Alexander
Salmon and Luke Woodcraft. Congratulations to all
of you.

MOTHERING SUNDAY

The special preacher on Mothering Sunday, April
2nd, at the 10.30am service at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church, Woodcote Road, will be the
Reverend Dr John Taylor, a former President of

Conference.

CHRISTIAN AID SERVICE

It is hoped that a large congregation will be
present at 6.30pm on Sunday, May 7th, at
Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Woodcote
Road, when the visiting preacher for the Christian
Aid service will be the Bishop of Swindon, the
Right Reverend Michael Doe, who has recently
been in Uganda and has previously worked for
the British Council of Churches. He is very
committed to Third World issues and has worked
ecumenically in Blackfield Leys in this Diocese.
All will be welcome.

SENSING GOD

By John Madeley

“Sensing God: the English mystics and the search for God” was the theme of
this year’s annual Westminster Abbey Day of Prayer. Held in early March, this
was attended by around 400 people. The day included three short addresses by
Canon Helen Cunliffe of Southwark Cathedral and three prayer group sessions.
These were longer — taking up about two hours in all — and mostly silent. The
groups, each with about 20 people, met in different parts of the Abbey.

Canon Cuncliffe spoke of the renowned English mystics such as Julian of
Norwich, Richard Roll, Walter Hilton and Marjery Kempe, all of whom lived in
the 14th century. “Mystics were concerned with their feelings for God, not their
thoughts. It's the way they looked at and celebrated ordinary things that's
significant. Little things, hazelnuts for example, exist because God loves it like
that. Mystics expect to see God at work in the natural world. Nature is a
channel for God's grace. Experience God through your senses; recognise that
the sights and sounds around you are signs of the presence of God”.

“What we seek, seeks us”, Canon Cunliffe went on, “expect to find God
close to you and so you shall. God trusts us to choose well ‘- so enjoy God's
confidence in you. Delight in God because He delights in you. We are his joy.
The Gospel message of freedom from sin is there for all of us to receive. So
forget yourself, ask for mercy”.

On prayer, Canon Cuncliffe advised: “Seek an attitude to prayer rather than
a system. The purpose of prayer is not to experience warm feelings but to be in
His presence, to be one with God.” When we pray we are answering God's
invitation to pray, to spend time with Him. We do not initiate prayer, God does.
Prayer is our answer. “So relax. Enjoy the lovely garden that God has created
where God Himself is the gardener. You can’t come to any harm in God’s
garden. Remember the words of Julian of Norwich — ‘all shall be well and all
manner of things shall be well” “.

The day ended with a magnificent Choral Evensong. Westminster Abbey is
closed to visitors for the Day of Prayer and assumes its primary purpose — as a
house of prayer. It takes place on a Saturday, normally around the end of
February or early March. No charge is made. Details of the 2001 Day of Prayer
can be obtained from: Day of Prayer office, Westminster Abbey, Deans Yard,
Westminster, London SW1P 3NZ. .

A.R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance — General
Repairs — All Types of Decorating
Undertaken — Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES

14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 947 5846

JANET KENT

BACAccC, PG.Dip, Adv. Dip. Couns, DHP, MIAH.
Brifish Association for Counselling Accredited Counsellor,
Overcome relationship problems, divorce, bereavement,

anxlety, depression, low self-esteem, behavioural and
sexual difficulties.

Phone (0118) 946 4085

for brochure and more Information

o1/ ?///E
~=
Host Families

required for young foreign students attending
English language courses in Caversham in
June, July and August. Six day programme
arranged.

Good remuneration. Please contact:

Janet Males, Centre Organiser

Phone (0118) 9475293
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CYMDEITHAS CYMRY

READING A'R CYLCH
AT ST BARNABAS

- 0. Jewiss

Our photograph shows Walter Williams, President of
the Reading and District Welsh Society with the
Bishop of Reading after the St David's Day Service.

Ever since the building of the Great Western
Railway there has been a strong Welsh element in
Reading, which persists to this day. The
coincidence of one of the Churchwardens at St
Barnabas (Walter Williams) also being President
of the Reading and District Welsh Society resulted
in their annual St David's Day Service being held
there this year. The Bishop of Reading, the Rt
Revd Dominic Walker, OGS, himself of Welsh
extraction, was the special preacher in this
bilingual service. Although the Bishop spoke in
English he did so about the toughness and the
example of Celtic spirituality. The service
attracted a good congregation, some enthusiastic
Welsh singing and a Welsh tea in the Church Hall
afterwards.

EMMER GREEN
TEENAGER ON
VOLUNTARY
SERVICE IN
MALAYSIA

- 0. Jewiss

The picture of Charlotte Holland was taken shortly
before her departure.

The GAP Scheme whereby young people spend time
after leaving school in voluntary service overseas was
featured during One World Week last year. Towards
the end of February the congregation at St Barnabas
said a temporary farewell to Charlotte Holland as she
left, as one of this year's Gap Scheme volunteers, to
work for six months in a Salvation Army Children's
Home in Kuching, which is in the south west of
Sarawak, itself part of Malaysia. The home looks
after children up to their late teens and Charlotte has
gone in the company of another Gap volunteer from
Essex.

Charlotte is partially supported in this work of
Christian service by grants from St Barnabas Church
and from Caversham Consolidated Charities. In due
course we hope that we shall be able to report some of
her experiences in a very different culture from that
in Caversham. 3

Taking the Church
to every home

Last Christmas time 13,500 homes in
Caversham were visited by members of the
local Churches and a Christmas Card
together with either a Gospel or Candle was
left as a form of outreach as the new
Millennium dawned. A further form of
outreach to the neighbourhood is planned to
take place between Easter and Pentecost
with a visit to the homes when a Christian
greeting will be taken from the local
Churches and a card left together with a
raffia “Palm” Cross. The cross is the simplest
and yet most powerful of Christian symbols,
and it is trusted that it will be accepted and
kept as a reminder of the sacrifice made by
Jesus 2,000 years ago. If the householder
wants to know more a note will be made so
that a follow-up can be arranged. If the
greeting and the cross are rejected the
visitor will thank the person for answering
the door, and then move on to the next
house.

TALITHA KOUM: YOUNG
WOMAN STAND UP

— 0. Jewiss

Our photograph shows the chief participants in the Women's World Day of
Prayer. Lana Broady is fourth from the left and the Revd Sheila Nunn is on
the extreme right.

Every year on the first Friday in March there is an international day of prayer organised
by a group of women from a different part of the world; this usually draws attention to
the plight of women from the area preparing the service. Plans are laid at least seven
years before the event and so it was remarkable that this year the Service for the
Women's World Day of Prayer was written by the women of Indonesia, a country with a
population nearly four times that of the United Kingdom and an area almost eight times,
but where fewer than 10 per cent are Christian and where during the past year there has
been much Christian persecution. The service was prepared at a time when there was
great danger to the writers in a country where women have always been treated as
inferior to men.

Inspiration from new life

The Caversham Service was held in Gosbrook Road Methodist Church, which was
almost entirely full with women. It took the theme of the raising of Jairus' daughter, the
new life given to her by Jesus being an inspiration to women everywhere, whether they
be chained, oppressed, helpless, harassed, marginalised and suffering or otherwise. The
symbolism was complete when the testimony of new life was made by a 12 year old girl
from the congregation, Lana Broady, giving hope to the oppressed representatives of
womanhood.

Take a stand in love and compassion

It was a theme well used by the Revd Sheila Nunn, the special preacher, in a modern
day analogy of new life in Jairus' daughter, who subsequently took a stand "because she
owed it to Him". Sheila used this to encourage the all age women present to stand up
metaphorically and get involved, when perhaps they would rather leave it to others.
She spoke about the importance of standing together, of sharing lives and experiences,
of the spirit of love, power and self discipline. She spoke of God calling us to be strong,
of the sin of self effacement, and of the need to take a stand in love and compassion for
a hurting world.

An opportunity to be shared?

Each year this writer is struck by the inspirational nature of the service and of the fact
that it is the women who feel the need for, and support, an international day of prayer.
It would not detract from the service if it were also supported by men, assuming of
course that they are welcomed by an open invitation. Each year women from around
the world share in these services a special ministry appreciated by other women. Men
might gain a better understanding about the oppression of women, particularly, in other
societies, if only they were present. While this initiative should remain with,women, it
seems to be an opportunity that needs to be shared.

Dedication at
St Andrew’s

Revd Bill Carpenter
returned to St
Andrew’s on Sunday
30th January for the
dedication and
blessing  of the
Pullmans table,
presented to St
Andrew’s by Peter and
Rosemary in memory
of their Father and

— Norman Kent

oak to carefully construct the table, and it is
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Additional copies of the T.V. DOCTO R
CA}\}’&RSH{\ M & Free Callout
IDGE + Estimates
may be obtained from 7
Church House, * Repairs to T.V.s,
59 Church Street or Videos, Microwaves,
Caversham Hi-Fi's etc
Bookshop,
18 Prospect Street 0118 948 4585

ACCOUNTS & TAX

Quality personal service for all your
Accounting, Tax, VAT, Book-keeping
Free Quote Home Visits

2 Whitby Green, Caversham

Gerard Young 0118-9474979

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA

QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone 0118 947 0762 evenings

INSTALLATIONS

CARPENTER/JOINER
Property Improvements
No Job Too Small/Free Estimates
A. LAKER (Proprietor)
Cedar Cottage, Copyhold Farm, Ladygrove,
Goring Heath, Reading RG8 7RT
HOME: (0118) 984 4242 MOBILE: 07977 665098

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone

READING 947 3003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Mother, Leslie and
Edith Hardy, who had
worshipped at St
Andrew’s since 1948.
The service was
attended by Peter and
his wife Mavis,
Rosemary and her
husband John and
several other members
of the family. Jamie
Woolford of Simon
Taverner & Co used
top quality English

interesting to note that the two drawers have
bases to them made from timber of the fallen
cedar of Lebanon tree which once graced the
lawns of Hardwick House prior to the gales. The
legs of the table are carved with arches that
match those carved on the pulpit of the church.

Les and Edith were popular members of the
congregation. They married in 1935 and, after
moving to Caversham, became very active in
church affairs, Les being Church Treasurer for
many years. Les retired from teaching at
Reading School in 1975 and he and Edith
celebrated their Golden Wedding anniversary at
St Andrew’s in 1985.
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JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at
ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 947 5939
"FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 947 1528/947 5172
Fax: 0118 946 1380
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Roofing Services (Est 1978)
All work carvied out personally and guaranteed.

* Slating * Tiling * Flat Roofs

* Guttering and Fascias

* Leadwork * Re-pointing

* Exterior Property Care and Repairs

0118 9861969/ 0402 176044

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

Spring Farm Stables, Wallingford Road,
Goring-on-Thames

Tel: 01491 872103

M.]J. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Caversham Tiles

55 Donkin Hill Caversham
Reading Berkshire RG4 5DG
‘W 9478853/9543315
FAX: 9543316

TILES
FOR YOUR BATHROOM
KITCHEN & CONSERVATORY
FIXING SERVICE AVAILABLE
CUSTOMER PARKING

Do you need

financial advice

that is
independent, local and free

RICHARD
STAINTHORP
ASSOCIATES

INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Richard Stainthorp

& Alex Semple
A member of DBS Financial Management PLC which

0118 946 1656
23 OAKLEY RD B
is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority

CAVERSHAM
RG4 7RL

Dear Editors

| was interested to read in Jean Sawyer's “China, — a land of contrasts” (March 2000) that
“religious groups are practising their faith openly”, and that the tour guide said that “many young

people are attracted to Christianity.” | am the China analyst for Keston Institute and the news .

that we receive by internet and through a wide range of contacts indicates that, while there are
registered state approved churches, many ordinary Christians live in daily fear of arrest and
harassment.

Li Dexian, a tireless worker for Christ in the Christian Brethren tradition, had his church
demolished by the police in October and has been arrested on ten occasions since then. In
May last year the Vicar General of the underground Catholic church in Beijing was murdered
after saying Mass. On Keston's Persecution Line | have documented the names of many
Catholic and Protestant Christians, and those of other religions, who are currently in prison or
being harassed for their beliefs. <<www.keston.org>>

In the authorised churches, The Three Self Patriotic Movement (TSPM) (Protestant) and the
Catholic Patriotic Association (Catholic), several doctrines of the faith may not be taught,
including the Second Coming of Christ, nor may there be any contact between Protestant and
Catholic Christians — they are regarded as being different religions in China. On 11 October
1999 the Kunming Daily publicly labelled 7 Christian sects as illegal.

Please feel free to contact me on any aspect of the church in China or on others suffering for
their religious beliefs in Communist or ex-Communist countries. Keston Institute has been the
voice of those who are persecuted for their faith for thirty years.

Yours sincerely
Mark Pargeter
Keston Institute
4 Park Town
Oxford OX2 6SH

SCOUT LEADER REQUIRED!

The 22nd Reading (St John’s) Scout group is looking for a Scout Leader to
take over the running of the Troop. The Troop is part of the 22nd Reading
Group whose Headquarters is on Gosbrook Road at the rear of St John’s
Church. If a leader cannot be found the troop will be forced to close at
Easter bringing an end to 80 years of Scouting in this part of Caversham.

The Troop currently consists of 15 young and committed boys together
with two assistant leaders. They are very anxious to continue their
Scouting activities and improve their skills. Full training is available. If
you would like to have a go or know someone who would be prepared to be
the leader please contact either the Group chairman, John Stout, on 947
4961 or the Group Leader, Martyn Roberts, on 947 2146.

Wales

Welcomes
Scops Owl

SCOPs

It was early morning on Rhossili Downs, the view simply breathtaking.
A few gulls lazed above the gentle surf, tempting one to stay - but time
was limited. Two and a half thousand feet of Carmarthen Fan waited to
be climbed.

The car was parked off road and a boggy approach negotiated. The
climb was fairly easy and our equipment adequate.

Half way up stratus cloud had lowered when my colleague slipped.
The incident was resolved but we relaxed to enjoy chocolate before
deciding to continue. Just as the summit was reached the clouds cleared,
revealing a small Ilyn which we had earlier ‘duck-draked’ with flat
stones. :

Sandwiches were being consumed when some Chaffinches and two
bold Ravens joined our tea-party, then fed with gusto.

Gwenffrwd RSPB Reserve was the next objective. Pied Flycatchers and
Siskins were well seen but the absence of Dippers along the Tywi was
possibly due to acid rain pollution.

Northwards, the Brianne Reservoir was hosting a sizeable flock of
Goosanders. Approaching the wild extent of Cambrian Mountains,
Buzzards mewed from huge pine-forests and Red Grouse called ‘Go-
back’ from upland moors.

Near Tregaron a farmer transferred his sheep flock, enabling us to park
and camp. Peregrines were nesting on rocky outcrops high above the
farm. Bathroom facilities and complimentary fresh food next morning
offered further fine gestures. The sincerity of these folk is unforgettable.

When later we stopped to watch a distantly soaring Red Kite and
Buzzard, the Kite flew towards us then circled low as if to make friends.
Farther North the Cors Carron peat-bog was well worth visiting. Hours
could have been spent watching the birds at this reserve.

On through Harlech then down the Lleyn Peninsular, another haven of
kindness awaited. A small camp-site alongside a sandy beach was owned
by a retired couple. We were advised that chickens having free run of the
large back-garden were all pets and true friends.

Next morning steaming mugs of tea were brought to us with milk and
eggs to take away. Strictly no remuneration was accepted.

Sitting on rocks at the Lleyn’s tip, we overlooked the famous Bardsey
Island. Within moments our very first Choughs arrived. These handsome
crows with red legs and decurved red bills were obviously used to visitors
- and their titbits. Wonderful Wales - what can one say but, thank you for
everything.

Scops Owl
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D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions

Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 948 3491

JOHN =
WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations & general

plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or
small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

Extensions, refurbishments,
patios, driveways, property
maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

HENLEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM
0118 948 2504

ACE

CARPET FITTERS

CARPETS AND VINYL - SUPPLIED - EXPERTLY
FITTED - POWER STRETCHED - RE-FITTED -
REPAIRED - CLEANED - STAIN PROTECTED -
FIRE RETARDED - THE COMPLETE CARPET
SERVICE FROM BERKSHIRE'S FINEST
MASTER FITTERS.

TELEPHONE - READING
0118 947 5919
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| AROUND THE CHURCHES |

— Norman Kent

Jan Blakeley

has supported St Francis’ Anglican Hospital,

Kwamkono (founded in 1923) which serves a
large rural area with low rainfall and is
consequently very short of water. The only total
rehabilitation unit for disabled polio children in
Tanzania is located at the hospital.

Three years ago, St Andrew’s PCC voted to raise
funds for drilling a borehole as the hospital’s
shallow well was drying up, and staff were
becoming dependent upon stored rainwater. The
target was reached in 1998 and, when requests to
the aid agencies in East Africa for supervision of the
drilling drew a blank in 1999, colleagues in GIBB
Reading persuaded Jan Blakeley and civil engineer
husband, Brian (who both used to live in Uganda)
to go and see how best to ensure that the funds
were used most effectively.

In February, we flew to Nairobi, then travelled
south by bus to Korogwe in northern Tanzania. We
were warmly welcomed by Bishop Ramadhani, Dr
Justin Mganga from St Francis’ and by the Diocesan
Staff. Bishop John (formerly Anglican Archbishop of
Tanzania) offered us the comfortable Diocesan
guesthouse for our stay. It took two days to get over

Fbr 17 years, St Andrew’s Church, Caversham
/

Girls in Polio Hostel reading Swahili Scripture comics.

Group of polio children with Dr Justin Mganga.

A sy )

AFARI IN TANZANIA

By Jan Blakeley

the shock of going from an English winter to 38-40°C, with 80% humidity, and
28°C at night — and also to coping with Tanzania’s erratic water and electricity
supplies. Our hosts ensured we always had water in a tank in the hall, candles,
lamps and a Primus stove.

ST FRANCIS’ HOSPITAL

Next day we were taken to the hospital and Dr Mganga introduced us to the
delightful staff during a tour of the wards and theatres, the polio Hostel and the
Anglican Sisters — who cooked lunch for us whilst there. We were greatly
impressed by the cleanliness despite the dire shortage of water and money, by
the orderliness and the happy Christian atmosphere at the hospital and by the
love and care given to the polio children. Some bright student nurses, doing
part of their training there, worked alongside the “resident” nurses and
midwives. The wards were mostly full, and operations took place in spotless
theatres. One morning, on our way along murram roads to the hospital, John,
the ever-watchful driver of the hospital Landrover, spotted people helping a
man doubled up in agony with a hernia. He was gently put in the Landrover
and taken straight to Outpatients and by the afternoon was recovering from
surgery. Each day begins with prayers and on Tuesday mornings a full service is
held for the patients.

Dr Mganga showed us the five rainwater storage tanks as we walked round —
now nearly empty and anxiously awaiting the rains due to start in March. They
haul out the water by bucket, filter and boil it before use; it’s kept for essential
use only, no showers or baths, just “washes”! The tanks were locked for
security and to minimise contamination.

POLIO CHILDREN’S HOSTEL

Before leaving Nairobi, | went to the Kenyan Bible Society to buy sets of
graded Scripture New Readers in Swabhili and English, plus Scripture comics.
When we gave them to Peter Rajabu, Hostel Manager, he said they were just
what the children badly needed and, at our next visit, we came upon the
children wholly engrossed in them.

The Hostel is for children who missed out on vaccinations when young —
and subsequently caught polio which so deformed their legs that they could
only crawl along the ground. It was founded by Anglican nuns whose aim was
to care for the whole child, physically, mentally and spiritually. Peter has a
waiting list and, at the moment, has 23 children during term time. When they
have recovered from their first surgery to start straightening their legs they go to
Sunday School and Mini School to learn to read, before attending the nearby
Government school fulltime. Callipers and special shoes are made on site.
Treatment can last up to 2 yrs and during that time
they do well at school and come to know Jesus.
One of the older girls had just heard she’d passed
the exam for secondary school; Peter will now try
to arrange funding, as parents can rarely afford the
fees. The children cannot run about but after school
they help with supper, with the animals, knit or
read. Peter started a sewing workshop for the older
boys and girls and | was delighted to see the last 3
hand sewing machines sent from St Andrew’s being
used to make dresses and shorts. | could have spent
more hours with them as it is such a happy place.

BOREHOLE SITES

In 38°C, we walked round the 2 proposed
borehole sites among the banana trees and coconut
palms in the Sunguru valley below the hospital.
Other days we examined geological and rainfall
maps at the Water Board which made Brian realise
how critical it was to ensure the best borehole sites
are chosen; he decided that a hydro-geo survey to
doublecheck the sites was essential before drilling.
After leaving Korogwe, we travelled 200 miles
south to Dar es Salaam to visit the Government
drilling agency to clarify their quotation and then to
the local GIBB office where help was offered to
research further information on the Kwamkono
area.

WORSHIP

What a privilege to worship at the Cathedrals in
Korogwe and Zanzibar. With our knowledge of
Swahili we could read and sing the hymns which
surprised our friends, but they were translated
straight from our hymn books! The beautiful singing
and the spirituality of the large congregations made
fellowship with them very enjoyable.

Given the extreme heat, humidity and hectic
schedule, we were glad of a 5 day break on
Zanzibar Island. There we learned that the Anglican
Cathedral is built on the site of the former slave
market and how British Christians responded to
David Livingstone’s call in 1858 to “abolish the
slave trade and spread Christianity throughout
Africa”.
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? J BUILDERS"®

ALL TYPES OF BUILDING WORK AND PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN

FOR A FREE QUOTATION
CALL DARREN ON 0118 9624156

DM DB #

ROOFING SPECIALIST
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 0410 652244
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS

REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

THE CAVERSHAM SOLICITORS

With over 25 years experience

For all your legal requirements

Including:

¢ Accident & Personal Injury Claims  Wills
¢ Trusts & Probate * Matrimonial & Family
Problems ¢ Debt * Residential & Commercial
Conveyancing * Consumer & Commercial
Litigation ® Employment Matters

STARTING, BUYING & SELLING BUSINESSES

Caversham (0118) 947 8638

Fax: (0118) 946 1092
1 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading RG4 8]B

DREWEATT NEATE

FINE ART AUCTIONEERS ESTABLISHED 1759

49 PARSON STREET, BANBURY
OXFORDSHIRE OX16 8PF

A professional service from complete contents to a single item.
Transport and storage. Free pre-sale advice.
Entries for future sales invited.

Area representatives:- Tim Holloway or John Foster
Tel: (01295) 817777 Fax: (01295) 817701

Goloendale

Retirement Home

A small family home
for no more than 9 gentlefolk
You may be certain of
individual attention to
your every need.

Please contact the Matron:

Mrs Maureen Schwartz, SRN RMN
2 Kidmore Road
Caversham Heights
Reading

Telephone 0118 947 6882
... Comfort, Care & Companionship
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Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Granite Craftsmen in Stone

Restoration and all

other masonry BEDFORD RD
undertaken READING
Telephone

READING 926 2362 0118 957 3537

J R McCARDLE A.F. JONES
MASTER MASONS MASTER
MASONS

Tomalin & Son
Ffuneral Directors

incorporating Arthur Butler of Peppard
The Caring Family Run
Independent Funeral Service

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES

TEL: (01491) 573370

24 Hours Personal Attention / Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

co-operative

Funeral service

Caring Professional Service
24 Hr Service

Private Chapels of Rest
Funeral Bonds Arranged
Monumental Masonry
Home Arrangements

Serving the Community of
Caversham for generations.

0118 987 4473
[ 75/81 Southampton St

READING

Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

141 Oxford Road
Reading
Tel: 0118 957 2016
(24 Hrs)

58 Briants Avenue
Caversham
Tel: 0118 946 1393
(24 Hrs)

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 945 2103
(24 Hrs)
As your local Funeral Director
we will do ALL we can to felp.

neral Omnibudsman Scheme
ndards Council

Part of the SCI Group

(m.n.Q\ SClare

members of the
and the Funeral

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS
Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 957 3650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

MAPLEDURHAM
PLAYING FIELDS

John Adams, Chairman of the Mapledurham Playing Fields and Pavilion Users
Committee of the Warren and District Residents Association writes:

“Reading Borough Council are seriously failing in their responsibility to
maintain this valuable public asset. The playing fields and surrounding area
are owned by the Charities Commission as they were a gift from the Hewitt
family, originally for the use of residents of Mapledurham, then part of South
Oxfordshire. When Reading Borough took over this area in the late 70’s they
also became the Trustees for the upkeep of the Playing Fields as such “for the
benefit of the residents of Reading” and became the owners of the Pavilion
Buildings. These buildings were subsequently enlarged by the addition of
changing rooms at the expense of the Borough.

A Management Committee chaired by a Councillor representing Thames
Ward meets twice a year to review the management of the assets. The present
Chairman is Cllr Ken Putt. The Playing Fields and Pavilion Users Committee
are represented on the Management Committee and have continuously
complained about the neglect of the building and sports facilities. Action has
been promised but has been negligible. The lack of repair and upkeep has
meant that some essential repairs have cost many. times more than they would
have done if they had been undertaken promptly. For example, the leaks
through the flat roof over the changing rooms eventually resulted in an
internal wall having to be demolished and rebuilt a year ago. The roof is now
leaking badly again and the ceiling and walls deteriorating rapidly once more.

The Borough officials promised at the last Management Meeting to carry
out a complete survey of the buildings and prepare a list of work to be done.
This has not been forthcoming and apparently will not even be discussed until
this April. The Users Committee have therefore decided to carry out their own
survey, which will be presented to all concerned with these public amenities.

As examples of these, to name just three:

e The hand rail on one side of the steps leading down to the main entrance
door has come adrift and is lying to one side

* Both the fixed light above the main entrance and the security light have
not been working for several weeks and elderly people have to come down
the steps in the dark.

* One of the fire escape doors in the main hall has been damaged and has
been boarded up so that it cannot be used.

So much for the Health and Safety and Fire regulations which are also
neglected in other respects. The football pitches have not been mown, as
promised, on several occasions and matches have had to be cancelled
resulting in penalties having to be paid by the host teams.

The present appearance of the Pavilion, including much graffiti, is that of a
similar building in an impoverished third world country and betrays a
complete lack of civic pride. We know of no other Western European country
that would treat a public amenity in this way. Urgent action is needed to
prevent it from becoming unusable and an even greater disgrace.”

KIDMORE END CRICKET CLUB

Readers may be aware of the difficulties which have been faced by
some local cricket clubs during the winter months. The future of
Bishopswood Sports Ground, Sonning Common, appears to be in
doubt, at least as a venue for cricket. As a result, Caversham and
Sonning Common CC has merged with Redingensians CC and the
newly formed club will play at Sonning. Because of the
uncertainty surrounding Bishopswood, Sonning Common Village
CC has arranged to play all this season’s fixtures away from
home. Not far away, we read of the limited tenancy which Henley
CC retains at the Brakspear Ground and of their landlord’s
suggestion that the ground could become a car park for visitors
who wish to tour the brewery.

Fortunately, this particular coin does have another, brighter
side. Facilities at Kidmore End Cricket Club’s picturesque ground
at Gallowstree Common have just been enhanced by the
construction of new double-bay nets. For some 15 years, the club
has been grateful for the use of nets at Chiltern Edge School. The
new nets will now allow all coaching of youngsters, girls as well as
boys, to take place on the club’s Gallowstree Common ground, in
addition to the regular matches for Under 11, Under 13 and Under
15 sides which have long been a feature of the club’s provision for
youth sport. Any young cricketers, aged 9 or above, will be
extremely welcome to join in practice on Monday evenings at 6.30
pm, beginning on Monday, 1st May. Please contact Mark New
(0118 947 7959) if you wish to participate.

How did these nets come about? Planning permission was
necessary and objections had to be overcome. The ground belongs
to the parish of Kidmore End and the cricket club will be forever
in the debt of Kidmore End Parish Council for backing the project
all the way and for enabling an application to the National Lottery
to be presented in the council’s name. Money had to be found for
the project. This began with a direct and successful appeal to the
parishioners of Kidmore End, spearheaded by Mr. W. E.
Townsend, president of the club. Grants, not only from the Lottery,
but also from Lords Taverners, South Oxfordshire District Council
and the parish council itself have helped to meet the cost which,
after the completion of landscaping, will amount to £13,000.
Excellent relations between parishioners, parish council and
cricket club have resulted in the completion of a project which
augurs well for the future wellbeing of youth cricket in the area.

Reading & District
Probus
Club

The Club’s monthly
meeting at the Upcross
Hotel on Monday 14
February was not to
celebrate St Valentine's
Day - it was the AGM
with reports and a
change of President

(they always do
splendid work).
Members were
encouraged to

introduce new people
to the Club, men
nearing or in retirement
who would find the
monthly Monday
meetings good social
get-togethers. They
begin with traditional
conviviality (around
the bar) and then a sit-
down lunch - rarely
sitting with the same
people - and a talk,
often illustrated, and
usually so entertaining
that it goes too quickly.
This has certainly been
so over the last year.

Other social
occasions have been
greatly enjoyed,
amongst them lunch at
the Leander Club, a
garden party in a
lovely setting, and
various visits, more of
which are anticipated
this new year.

Why not contact the
secretary, Mr. Barry
Ward, for details,
telephone 0118 942
8806.

Caversham
Afternoon
TG

Mrs | Slatter presided
over the February
meeting. She
welcomed members
and thanked Miss P
Reed for the Spring
flowers for the table.
She also welcomed
back Mrs B Holder.

The Coffee Morning
on 1st February was
not well attended and
Mrs Slatter requested
more support. She also
made an appeal for
committee members.

The speaker was Mrs
Evans who gave a very
interesting talk on her
experiences as a
wartime nurse. She
also brought
newspaper clippings
illustrating her travels.
Following her training
she undertook a varied
programme of nursing
visits, ranging from
hospitals in England to
nursing the wounded
in Dunkirk. She ended
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her overseas work in
India which proved to
be something very
different, before
returning to the Royal
Berkshire Hospital in
Reading. Mrs D Smith
proposed the vote of
thanks. Meetings are
the third Thursday in
the month, 2.00pm,

Church House

Caversham. All

welcome.
Caversham

WI

Curiosities were on
view at the February
meeting when Mr Alan
Copeland  brought
another selection of his
slides. He has an eye
for the unusual and
produced interesting
photographs under the
title ‘In Town Tonight’,
accompanied by
appropriate music.

The President Miss M

Cameron reminded
members about the
Spring Council
Meeting and the
Group Meeting, both
in April.

The speaker had the
difficult task of judging
the competition - for a
Valentine biscuit -
which was won by Mrs
Sylvia Myszor.

Emmer
Green
Townswomen's
Guild

The chairman, Mrs
Maureen Chamberlain,
began the February
session by thanking all
members who had
made the “Welcome to

the year 2000”
evening such a
success, and read
letters from our guests
on that night.
According to the
Federation report,
many guilds had

celebrated in.a similar

way.

S?;e was sad to report
the death of Mrs B
Fowler, a member for
many years, whose
funeral she and Mrs
Margaret Pocock had
attended. The guild
had made a donation
to the named charity,
The Children’s Society.
The report from the
Ramblers” Group said
that Mrs Fowler had
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been a keen
participant and several
members of the group

~ had also attended the

service.

Other activities had
been a visit to Tesco by
Arts and Crafts, a
house-party by Words
and Music, and a slide-
show illustrating the
gardener’s year for the
Gardening Section.
Organisers of all these

activities were
thanked.
While buyers

swamped the Bring
and Buy tables during
the refreshment break
the second part of the
evening was taking
shape. Although it was
a winter’s night,
Caversham Heights
Guild Drama Group
soon had members
convinced that
summer was near.
Their entertainment,
“Country Capers”, was
set against a back-drop
showing a multi-
flowered meadow,
each colour being
echoed in the
costumes. Humorous
limericks and poems,
solos and choruses
from well-known stage
shows gave a real
Anglo-American
atmosphere, while
line-dancing put the
audience into a toe-
tapping mood. At the
end, the Chairman
thanked them for
giving Emmer Green
their final performance
for this year. Everyone

appreciated and
applauded such a
lively and enjoyable
entertainment.

Group activities are
an important part of
our year; Emmer Green
offers Arts and Crafts,
Words and Music,
Gardening and
Rambling, all of which
take place in the
month preceding each
meeting. Ideas for new
groups are always
welcome for
discussion. Anyone
interested is welcome
at  the monthly
meetings, held on the
second Tuesday in the
month, in St Barnabas
Church Hall, Grove
Road, at 7.15pm. Why
not come along and
find out what we do?

Caversham
Community

Association

February began with
the usual informal
games evening with
cards, Scrabble and
draughts. Romance
was in the air when the
Valentine Party hit the
right day this year.
There were plenty of
chocolate bars as
prizes for the hat relay
game, spot dances and
card dance. A
delicious Bring and
Share supper was
followed by some
energetic dancing. The
competition for a
Valentine card was
won by Betty Colton.

The following week
St Valentine was again

the theme for a populay
Bingo evening as the
prizes included
chocolates, red silk
roses and writing paper
for love-letters!

There was a colourful
end to the month when
Mrs  Meryl Beek
showed and talked
about slides on Birds,
Beasts and Flowers.
Places visited included
Nielrtthiuimibin ival,
Eastbourne, Dorset,

and nearer home,
Berkshire and
Oxfordshire. The

excellent photography
was much admired.

St Peter’s
Wives' Group

Members enjoyed a
very entertaining
evening at their
February meeting. Mrs
Beek gave an
interesting talk about
‘The Goring Gap’,
greatly enhanced by
her excellent slides,
starting with the frozen
river at Caversham in
1997. Apparently this
is how the Goring Gap
appeared many years
ago, due to ice.

The group meets on
the third Tuesday of
every month, 8.00pm,
at Church House,
Caversham. New
members always
welcome.

Caversham Heights
Townswomen's
Guild

Members and visitors
were welcomed by the
chairman, Mrs Hazel
New, to the February
meeting. Following the
general business of the
guild, she explained
that the speaker for that
evening was ill, but
Ray Goodman, at very
short notice, had taken
her place. His talk was
called “Amazing
Thailand” and as he
showed the excellent

slides, from the
entertaining elephant
school to interesting
Buddhist priests and
the even more serious
war graves, with
memories of the
Second World War,
Ray spoke very
knowledgeably of all
the interesting facts
behind the pictures.
Members were not
only grateful, but had a
very enjoyable
evening.

The Drama Group
had once more
entertained another
guild during the month
and were now putting
that show to bed.
However, they were
already preparing
another one for the
birthday celebrations
in June.

A large party of 40
members went to The
Mill at Sonning for
lunch and to watch a
light hearted play. It
was a very pleasant
outing, thanks to the
arrangements made by

Sheila Holley. At
Social Studies,
members went

travelling again with
Jean Sawyer to South
Africa. Starting at Cape
Town she climbed
Table Mountain
without the mist and
obtained a glorious
view from the top.
Then, on her way to
Port Elizabeth, there
was an opportunity to
show beautiful coastal
scenes as well as
mountains. Jean
stopped for the birds
and flowers and
although there were
the wusual animals,
members loved the
baby elephant crossing
the road by holding on
to his mothers tail.
Come and try our
monthly meetings,
which are held on the
third Thursday of the
month at 7.30pm in St
Andrew’s Church Hall,
Caversham.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

April 1

Gigantic Bric-a-Brac Sale. 10.30am Caversham (Gosbrook Road) Methodist Church.

Bach and his Legacy. 7.30pm Reading Bach Choir sing at St Anne’s on behalf of
CAFOD. Tickets £9 (concessions £7, children £4) phone 947 1014.

April 9
April 10

Fauré's Requiem. 6.30pm at St Peter’s Church.
Caversham and District Residents’ Association A.G.M.

8pm at Baptist Church Hall, Prospect Street.

April 18

Holy Week Meditations led by Mrs Rosemary Carpenter. 10am at The Oak House,

Quiet Garden, Woodcote Road. Information from Mrs Leslie Maynerd, phone 947 6067.

April 21

Stainer’s CRUCIFIXION performed by Churches Together in Caversham Choir.

7.00pm at Caversham Heights Methodist Church, Woodcote Road.

April 29

Llantisant Male Voice Choir concert. 7.30pm at The Oratory School, Woodcote.

In aid of Wyfold Riding for the Disabled. The Oratory Preparatory School Choir
and Peter O'Connor, organist at Shiplake parish churches will also take part. The
concert is sponsored by Bellway Homes and Nicholas King plc. Tickets from
Caversham Bookshop or phone 947 3184.

May 14

Langtree Orchestral Society Concert. 2.00pm at The Oratory School, Woodcote.

Tickets (£6, concessions £4) at door or phone 947 6291. (Further details in the May issue).

May 27, 28, 29

FLOWER FESTIVAL “With a Song in my Heart".

Caversham (Goshrook Road) Methodist Church. (Further details in the May issue)
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* COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

* GLAUCOMA TESTING
* CONTACT LENSES, R\
* QUALITY
* SERVICE
* FASHION

* VARILUX
CENTRE

* BUDGET FRAMES
* DESIGNER FRAMES
* COMPETITIVE PRICES

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
. EYECARE

”v
KE%MHTHALMIC
D

OPTICIANS

ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

Sffgt, cuccl mm
ColvnKlen Christian Dior (s amsan

*EMERGENCY skrvice | READING TEJ : 0118-947 2099
PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON
Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 9479642

B /aZ//g;z Sadiles

45 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading, Berkshire. RG4 8B

Tel/ Fax: 0118 - 948 3344

www.blazingsaddlesuk.com

&

CAVERSHAM CYCLES S&C MOTORCYCLE ACCESSORIES CAVERSHAM ANGLING SUPPLIES
New & Used Cycles Momn:f';]ing Accessories Wide Range of Tackle
Hire Service Clothing, Leathers and Helmets

2 - M::fm ait
All Repairs / Servicing Immediate Insurance Cover Advice and Tips freely given

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

~Gardiners

The specialist agency
or nurses, carers

and their clients.
(0118) 947 66 66
10 Church St Cavershiam Reading RG48DZ

&

Telephone Reading (0118) 967 7033

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements
SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

AFPROVID CONTRACTOR
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__ [ ADVERTISERS” ANNOUNCEMENTS |

CHA RI%%%T’\}\L ('llr!RI%%Tl"\[ ('II~IRI7"[)" l"i?R;.KIFI;TT”’AL PETER BURTON PERSONAL Your PLUMBING AND
Public Entertainment Public Entertainment Public Entertainment e P . COMPUTER PET SHOP HEATING ENG'NEER
il st gt s, B | oo v e | L | ven an 1wk PAINTER & DECORATOR a0 C NG in
T | e | (oo sons| | CAVERSAMM || oor cegy
Promease, i R i0E e TS e ; your own pace 63 Stuart Close,
S o T S GENERAL SRS Gee Gee Pets Emmer Green,
Ficonoo ol FOPE Epa i et 0 yhilcul,’x ;l:l nterainment, Any ?E;‘\C.:Tlul,':::::nf ?LTIZ'L'TTEQTFN" l\"nh’\j MA":(L?:\?F:‘SCE & beginne;? usingﬂyour and Aquaria Reading
abjections to this application must be objections 1o this application must be objections to this application must be own machine, software
T e i T et " ot csmmatesace ovice | | & memetcomecton || g prospecr speer || Tel- 947 0471
oLl e s et ki e
READING RG1 7TD READING RG1 71 READING RG1 7TD TEL; BEADING Garrison Local Delivery Service Free gst/mates gien
o e |1 | g S oo b i L i i

THE
“POP-IN” CENTRE

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

Landeare IN CHURCH HOUSE

GARDEN SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
- TEL: 947 3308
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays

Sales and Services Always large stock

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting, 10am to 12 noon Agﬁ$$é°’ NEV\(/)fAND
shrub pruning, beds & borders Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
: HAYTER MACHINES
Call Alastair on 0118 961 4797 pleasant company ATCO etc FAL Ll

CAVERSHAM & DISTRICT
CHIMNEY SWEEP

AMY’S CLEARANCE SERVICE
The alternative to skip hire
I’ll Clear It! Load It! And Tip It!

GUTTER CLEARANCE

LD Cdllinson cmmpil.

CLOCKMAKER
FREE ESTIMATES

78 WOODCOTE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Bright Electrical and Alarms

OFFERING A FRIENDLY LOCAL SERVICE

* New electrical installations and repairs %
* Burglar alarm installations, repairs and service of any type %

* Security lighting %
Specialists in French and

* Appliance testing 1o Iu.t(’.\'t .l[’SI f‘()(./ui{'(inwnlx * e o SERVICE
* NIC-EIC approved contractors %
* Established 20 years % Free local collection service Tel: 0118 947 3560
48 Rosehill Park, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8XE OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE Mobile: 0378 340444

Phone: 0118 947 5133 Mobile: 0836 222137 Tel. (0118) 947 3548

<

V & I HARDWARE

10 Milestone Way Emmer Green

\,\Po‘\‘\\ Wedding Photography
by MICHAEL BLACKBURN ABIPP

\
>‘5\

GENERAL
HANDYMAN

@® BATTERIES

®D.LY.

® ELECTRICAL FITTINGS

® GARDENING

® HOUSEHOLD GOODS

® KEY CUTTING (cylinder & mortice)

CALL FOR OUR WEDDING BROCHURE
0118 947 9450 0118 947 5656

Fed up with D.I.Y. Then why
not let me do the jobs for you !

For Example:

INTERIOR PAINTING

4lRl>r'o§pecl Slr_ic.l. Caversham “’A'é‘L(')’CI';E({}'NC ® PAINTS
eading, Berks. RG4 8JB e LRt ha ® PETFOODS
Help is only a phone call away ! ® PLUMBING FITTINGS
in IAN STEPHENS on
OLD PHOTOGRAPHS RE-PRODUCED B o PHONE 0118 947 4538

FREE ESTIMATE NO JOB TOO SMALL

PASSPORTS AND PORTRAITS

EMMER GREEN
CARPET CENTRE

61la Grove Road, Emmer Green, Reading RG4 8LJ
Telephone (0118) 954 3000 Fax: (0118) 954 3400

NOW OPEN FOR ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Offering a huge range of carpets & vinyls,
UNICLIC Laminate Timber (as seen on TV),
Real Timber, Karndean Designer Floorings

FREE ESTIMATES
FREE FITTING (on all carpet orders over £250.00)
HOME PATTERN SERVICE
AND FREE CUSTOMER PARKING
For a service second to none and Much, Much More.

Tel: (0118 1) 954 3000

YOU CAN FIND US OPPOSITE ST. BARNABAS CHURCH & EMMER
GREEN PRIMARY SCHOOL

ICTURES r PROFESSIONAL SERVICE ‘
| WITH ATTENTION 10 DETAIL

ART GALLERY
& FRAME MAKERS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0118 946 1336

MR We Successful St
A ully opertics In
L‘f},‘ \ Caversiian

OOMISIES =]
FLORIST 13 2 g Heading Central
DELIVERY SERVICE

& Surrounding Areas
WEDDINGS & FUNERALS
ALL OCCASIONS

MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW.
TELEPHONE: 0118 946 1070. Fax: 0118 946 1070

We Offer A Free Valuation Without Obligation
With 4 No Sale No Fee Policy

Ot Experienced 9 Are Available
7 Diaya A Week To ieip & Advise

S0 If You Would Like To Buy A Propey
Or You Tave A Property You Wonld Like Ty Sel

Why Not Call Us Free

0800 328 2960

Oficelours Moo 1) 9am bpm Saf§ 5 8un 102
10 ProspecySteet, Caversbarn, Reading, Beksbire RCA 8




