SCHOOL SITE:

EFA OPTS

FOR PLAYING FIELDS

The decision on the permanent site for the Caversham Heights Free School was
announced as this issue of the Caversham Bridge went to press. It is Mapledurham
playing fields.

After months of speculation and controversy over the five possible sites, the

Show how you
value the library

How much do you value
and appreciate Caversham
library? It provides a wide
range of valuable services, not
Jjust the lending of books, and
is used by people of all ages
from the elderly to school

children and pre-school
children.

The library stands at the
very centre of our

community, both literally and
culturally: it is directly opposite the shopping precinct, soon to be updated and
improved. It is also one of the few distinguished or outstanding buildings in the centre
of Caversham.

The reason for asking the question of how much it is valued is that, in line with the
age of austerity in which we live, Reading Borough Council is undertaking a budget
consultation process this autumn to find out how it can save £39 million over the next
three years. At a time when demand for council services is mcreasmg, the town’s grant
funding has been cut by 40 per cent.

So a wide range of council services are under the microscope to see where saving can
be made. One of these areas is libraries and library services right across Reading.
Changes could include providing some services digitally — not surprising in a time when
the digital revolution seems to gather pace every day. Others could include getting
volunteers to help run libraries, reducing opening hours or even closing some branches.

The council’s budget process is complex but a full explanation is provided in ‘From
the Lookout Post’ on page four of this issue. More importantly there are details of how
you can take part in the consultation process.

This is your opportunity to let the council know how vital the hbnry is to the people
of Caversham and how much we value the services it provides. Just as one example,
this writer has used the library since coming to Caversham 38 years ago. That amounts
to hundreds of books borrowed and read.

If you care about the future of the library you should respond to all the consultations,
a process which continues until 16th October. This can be done online, by email or by
writing to the Civic Offices — details on page four. You should also encourage other

people to respond, continue to support and use the library, and consider how you could
support it as a volunteer.

Remember, the library we have in the future may very well depend on
what you do today.

verdict was announced by the Education Funding Agency (EFA) in a letter to
Reading East MP Rob Wilson in August. But it did not reveal on which part of
the 27-acre playing fields it is proposing the 360-pupil primary school should be
built.

The plan is expected to meet strong opposition from sporting and recreational
groups as well as the Mapledurham Playing Fields Action Group who are
campaigning to protect the status of the charity land.

The EFA states in its letter that the school opened in 2014 in temporary
accommodation and a permanent site is needed to ensure enough primary school
places remain available in Caversham. It asked Reading Borough Council in
November 2014 to lead on identifying a community backed site solution for the
school. It ran a consultation that closed in May 2015, which sought views on the
five sites.

It added: “We are very grateful to Reading Borough Council and to everyone
who took the time to express their views on which site they would prefer. We
would also like to thank the various local groups who contributed to the
information pack.”

A total of 4,376 people responded to the consultation. Results were broken
down into various groups based on respondent addresses and self-declared
information. The results are accessible at http://beta.reading.gov.uk/schoolsite.

It continues: “Overall, and for every sub group, development on the
Mapledurham Playing Fields was the first choice for the majority of people and
had the least opposition to it. We have therefore decided to pursue this site for
the school and will commence the work necessary to put forward a proposal to
the site’s trustees. “We are aware that the playing fields are a valuable resource
used by a variety of people for organised sport and other less formal activities. We
remain keen to engage with local people while we develop our plans and hope
the final plans will address any concerns to ensure that the development is
welcomed.”

Local people will also have the opportunity to offer views on the plans, once
fully developed, via Reading Borough Council.

o our Bridge to cost more

| The cost of Caversham Bridge, your church and community
- newspaper, will be going up in January. It is the first increase for many
| years and readers often express surprise at the low price when they
?«rrenew their subscriptions.

e board of Caversham Christian News, the orgamsahon which runs
nonthly newspaper, has taken the decision to increase the annual
scription for 12 copies from £3 to £4 and the cost of individual
ies from 25p to 40p. These may seem large rises in percentage
but are pro@abﬁymly equal to inflation since the last increase.

«beam\kept to round numbers to make life easier for
deliverers who collect the subscriptions. The
e newspaper represents exceptional value for money.
: ‘ﬁf volunteers are responsible for producing and
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Caversham beauties.................... :
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Marion Pyke

26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ

Tel: 947 5834

Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Revd Rob Beardsley Tel: 07736 353233
Email: robg.beardsley @sky.com
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Secretary: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Ministers Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353

Email Secretary: sue.cantwell @cavershambaptist
church.org.uk

GRACE CHURCH

(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)

Crispin Fairbairn, Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,

Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

c/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703, Email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958
Email: alanwright55@btinternet.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mr Colin Ferguson.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.
COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703,

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road,
Caversham, Reading RG4 BEH Tel: 07949 980982

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT

by Jeremy Tear

This month, my family and | are leaving Caversham to start a new
chapter of our lives as | take up the post of pioneer team vicar in the
West Warrington church (a team ministry with four churches and five
congregations — one congregation meets in people’s homes). It's an
exciting but also an uncertain time as we face getting to know a new
home and a new area, with new people, new schools, and new
churches.

At my farewell service at St John's on 26th July, | spoke after the
service had ended of three things which | felt it were important for the
people present to remember, and these are perhaps things which we
can all take on board (whether we go to church or not). Firstly, | spoke
about exploring the faith. | made the point that whoever we are, at
whatever age or stage of life we are at, we are all on a journey of faith.
Some of us may perhaps not even realise that fact but | think we are
all on a journey of discovering about God, whether we feel we are
moving closer or further away from Him.

There is never a time on this earth when we stop learning about God
(otherwise we would be divine, and not human). So, whether we
profess to have a Christian faith or not, may | encourage you to learn
more about it — perhaps by attending an Alpha course or some other
course that enables you to explore what it is all about.

Secondly, | spoke about keeping the faith. The previous day | had
been to the Emirates Stadium to watch my team, Arsenal, play the
French club Lyon. Opposite me, at the clock end of the ground (for.
those of you who know it), there is a banner which reads, ‘Be Faithful
Forever'. In other words, keep supporting Arsenal. When we have
explored the Christian faith, and perhaps made some form of
commitment to Jesus Christ (whether through being baptised or
confirmed, for example) the challenge is then to keep the faith; to keep
meeting with other Christians, to keep praying and to keep reading the
bible (and not just when we feel like it!).

Thirdly, | spoke about sharing the faith. If the faith to which we have
committed ourselves is really good news for us, then the most natural
thing in the world is to share it with other people. Often, however, we
are very reticent to share our faith with others. We think they won't be
interested, or may ridicule us, perhaps. We become fearful and the less
we talk about our faith, the harder it becomes. So if you have a
Christian faith, why not pray for an opportunity to share it with
someone else — a friend, work colleague, family member perhaps? In
my experience, God never fails to provide such opportunities,
sometimes in the most unexpected places, like football grounds,
nightclubs, or gyms. But then if God is present everywhere, why
shouldn’t we expect to encounter Him in such places?

So, may | encourage you to explore the faith, to keep the faith and
to share the faith. And who knows what might happen to the churches
here in Caversham and Mapledurham if people continue to do that?!

The Revd Jeremy Tear has worked as community priest for the
Parish of Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham for the last five and
a half years.

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Matins Ist and 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
9.30am Holy Communion 1st, 2nd and 3rd Sundays
Moming Worship 4th Sunday
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
10.00am Holy Communion Ist, 3rd and 4th Sundays
10.00am All Age Worship 2nd Sunday
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Moming Worship Ist Sunday
Holy Communion 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)
RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)

Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street
8.00pm House of Prayer (praise and prayer) ~

345pm Messy Church - for all the family

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am

6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)

SUNDAY
SERVICES

10.00am Morning Worship & Teaching

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

1030am  Moming Worship each Sunday
2nd Sunday each month

First Sunday of the month

10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children's Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

Gosbrook Road

10.30am

Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School

11.00am  Divine Worship

CAVERSHAM [ Bl
GOOD NEIGHBOURS ?

Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood. If you would like
to give to the community by joining
us as a volunteer driver or helping
in our office, then please do get in
touch with us.

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466

Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the October 2015 issue
should be sent to the Caversham Thameside
and Mapledurham parish office by Monday
31st August. The date for the November 2015
issue is Monday 5th October. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

Advertising copy for the October issue should
be sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper
Warren Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 28th
August. The date for the November issue is
Friday 2nd October.

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
. St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 BAX
Tucsdng. Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00n00n
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbamabas.org.uk
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Simon Porter & Co e

‘Chartered Accountants

* Self Assessment
.* Companies

* Businesses
* VAT, Payroll

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on
(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

DM DB A

Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Results

Would you like (o have this paper
delivered to you monthly?
Email us at:

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

cavershambridgenews @gmail.com
giving your name and address.
Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

Call Janet on 01189 464085
emall: janetekent@ntiworld.com

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:
= Children's parties / Family celebrations
* Classes / gs / Sales & ibiti
= Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

= Top brand name flooring ac the lowest price
* Samples to view In your home/office day/evaening
- Froe Advice / Froe Quotes
« Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
= Fast turn around on fitting if required

+ Carpec. design and wood flooring specialives
We supply and Install; Amtico
Carpecs - Laminate - Wood - Vinyl

Non-slip and more...

)ld fashioned

1C
Values
from a modern

Estate Agent

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.
Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Walmsley
® # f walmsley,co.uk
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Farewell to Jeremy
and family

After five years as community priest in the Parish of
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham, based ar St
John’s Church, the Revd Jeremy Tear has left to take up a
new post at the West Warrington t€am ministry in the
Diocese of Liverpool.

St John’s churchwarden Richard Purkis said: * Jeremy’s
initiatives have helped St John’s, St Peter’s and St
Margaret’s to be more outward looking and mission
minded. During his time with us the Lower Caversham
Community Partnership has established the popular 3Cs
café, open every Tuesday in St John’s Church. He has
revitalised the church’s ministry to Micklands School and
New Bridge Nursery: Micklands School carol service has
become established in the church’s calendar and New
Bridge have their nativity play in St John’s Church.

“Fresh expressions of church have been developed in the
form of the Amersham Road Cooking Club and the
Gosbrook Garden Growers. St John's has a non-eucharistic
all age service on the second Sunday of each month and the
Sunday Club is flourishing. These are considerable
achievements, which have been built on the sure
foundation of faith in Jesus Christ: they will stand the test
of time.”

A farewell service and lunch was held in St John’s
Church on Sunday 26th July, attended by people from
across the parish of Caversham Thameside and
Mapledurham, to thank Jeremy, Emma, Elizabeth and Josie
for their many achievements during their time with us.

Richard Purkis, presented Elizabeth and Josie with St
Christopher necklaces to wish them safe and well for their
journeys and new lives in Warrington. Emma received a

basket of flowers and a gift token to use at what is probably
the largest Marks and Spencer in the world. The St John’s
Sunday Club would not have become the success that it is
without her.

Jeremy was given a framed photomontage of the
organisations that he was involved with in the parish and
the fresh expressions initiatives, together with a cheque
from people within our churches and the local community.
Jeremy's last service in Caversham was at St Margaret’s on
Sunday 16th August.

We hope that Jeremy finds fulfillment in his new post in
West Warrington where he will be licensed on Saturday
26th September at 4.00pm. A coach is being arranged to
take people from here and seats can be booked through the
parish office.

s
!
o

Jeremy and Emma cut one of the  Richard Purkis and th
two cakes made for the occasion

Revd Mike
Smith present the photo montage

R e

Service times in the parish of Caversham Thameside and

Mapledurham are changing from 6th September. They will
be:

St Peter
8am  1st & 3rd Sundays Matins (BCP)
2nd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion (BCP)

9.45am MOVES TO 9.30am
Ist, 2nd & 3rd Sundays Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
4th Sunday Morning Worship
(Common Worship)

6.30pm Evensong (this does not change)

Church times changing

St John

10am MOVES TO 9.30am
Ist, 3rd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion
(Common Worship)
2nd Sunday All Age Worship (Common Worship)

St Margaret

11lam MOVES TO 11.15am
1st Sunday Morning Worship (Common Worship)
2nd, 3rd & 4th Sundays Holy Communion
(Common Worship)

On any 5th Sunday there will be just one service across the
parish held in one of the three churches during the morning.
The location and timing will be advertised at the time.

Emmer Green Garage

Service@emmergreen.seat co.uk | 40118 9473344 | www sealreading.co.uk

(@ Chnis Locwinat )
INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7THR

LT T T R T

\ www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk j
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From the Lookout Post

Library services, including those at Caversham library, form part of the budget consultation
process currently being carried out by Reading Borough Council.

The council estimates it needs to save a further £39million over the next three years to
2019. The town’s grant funding has been reduced by 40% at a time when demand for local
services in Reading is increasing. Over the next three years the Council will be making a
series of budget proposals to make the savings needed.

The latest package of savings, efficiencies and income proposals, were agreed for
consultation at a meeting of the policy committee in July.
www.reading.gov.uk/budget gives links to more information and how you can comment up

council’s

to 5pm on Friday 16 October.

Hard copies of the full proposals are also available to view at libraries, leisure centres and
the Civic Offices. You can respond on line, email budget@reading.gov.uk or write to:
Budget Consultation, Reading Borough Council, Civic Offices, Bridge Street, Reading
RG1 2LU. Please ensure the budget proposals you are referring to are clearly identified.
Feedback will be considered in advance of final decisions through the autumn and winter.

It is hard to do justice here to a long list of proposals. These affect almost all services and
the council makes clear that it will mean delivering some services differently and from
different places, reducing some services and, in some cases, stopping them altogether.

One of the services listed is libraries. It is proposed that the whole library service be
reviewed and transformed on the basis of objective criteria with the aim of saving in the
region of £600,000 by 2017/18. There is reference to a “Neighbourhood Library Offer”
where the location, nature and opening hours of the service points will be informed by a full
analysis of needs, performance and costs. Where appropriate libraries would be co-located
with other services in community hubs.

The report explains that changes could include:

* Providing services digitally

* Delivering back-office efficiencies

* Co-locating library services with other local services

* Using library services to deliver other service outcomes and priorities

* Volunteer-run libraries, co-delivering services with community groups, and increasing
the use of volunteers

* Making better use of self-service technologies

* Sharing services

* Reducing opening hours

* Closing branch libraries.

If you value your local service, you should express your views through the consultation.

Caversham library provides a range of highly valued inclusive services and is a hub at the
heart of the local community — exceptionally well used by all ages. In addition to the usual
library services, it is a central point for all sorts of information and runs popular sessions for
adults, school children and pre-school children. It is a hive of activity over the school
holidays and after school and a vital resource for those not able to access a computer or the
internet at home.

What happens next? Writing this at the beginning of August, there are still more questions
than answers but a timetable has been set out:

July to September— Desk-based needs analysis

September 2015 — Policy Committee approval for phase one consultation programme
and documentation.

October to November — Six-week initial public consultation

November to December — Analysis of consultation responses and development of
\[rd[t‘l_{l( vision LlnL{ (7PU(7”\

January to March 2016 — Twelve-weck programme of consultation on vision and options
with staff, service users and partner organisations to inform firial proposals.

What can we do?
1. Respond to each stage of the consultations
2. Encourage others to do so
3. Support and use the library
4. Consider how you could support the library as a volunteer
These proposals are by no means unique to Reading and libraries are under threat all oyer
the UK. Several groups have set up websites with more information.
http://www.publiclibrariesnews.com/
http://speakupforlibraries.org/
http://www.voicesforthelibrary.org.uk/

The history of Caversham library

Our response should focus on current and future needs but it may also be interesting to
share some history on the library building. The land, where the library now stands, had been
the playground of Caversham House Academy, a school for boys. Church Street separated
the playground from the main school buildings in Caversham House and a tunnel was
constructed for the boys to cross safely.

After the school closed, the large Georgian house gradually decayed and was demolished
in the 1960s to make way for the precinct. You can see the house and the playground in a
painting. Further right are the Working Men’s club and Caversham Baptist Church. The
church was built in 1877 which gives us a clue to the date of the painting.

The land for the library was donated by Mr Bullivant Williams and most of the
construction costs were funded by the Carnegie Trust. The Scottish-American businessman
and philanthropist, Andrew Carnegie, supported the building of public and university
libraries across the world. His motto, ‘Let there be light’ was sometimes shown above the
door. The award-winning design in 1906 was by the architect William George Hooper
Lewton (1856-1914). A student at the Reading School of Art and local to Caversham,
Lewton worked and trained with the well-known local architect William Ravenscroft.

The style has been referred to as ‘Free Renaissance” and has a very quirky mix of different
elements. The tower is topped by the swan weather vane. As you will see from the picture
taken shortly after the library opened, the present clock with the figure of Old Father Time
did not feature in the original design. These were added at the request of the Caversham
Urban District Council which disbanded in 1911 as part of the boundary change.

It is a fine building which has stood the test of time. It deserves a fine future.
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Steepa

Bathrooms g Tiles

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@steepalbathrooms.co.uk

‘www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

Daisy’s Coffee S})op & Carvery

Based at The Dog in Peppard Common, an
area popular for countryside walks and a local golf

Now served all day Monday-Saturday

rvery
Home cooked Carvery with locally sourced produceﬂ
Available Monday-Saturday evenings and

ELECTRICAL

-
-
Why should you ( )

install Solar PV? o REA‘
You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

course.

Coffee

All the favourites.

Ca

Sunday Lunch.
01491 628 343

www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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The beauties of Caversham

By Trevor Keable

I offered to write an article for Caversham Bridge and my pitch was easy.
There are so many hidden treasures in Caversham — the cemetery in
Hemdean Road jumps to mind — and some of the local churches have some
fascinating art. Other ideas bubbled. Each road appears to have a superb front
garden so we could talk to their keepers. There are many “secret” collectors
around Caversham and it would be brilliant to highlight their collections.
Some really good local photographers have pictures that are quirky and
different. They are all linked in my mind by the word beauty.

So, being free on a Saturday, I took my camera and started to wander
around Caversham looking for beauty in churches. But many are locked such
as Caversham Baptist Church, the New Testament Church of God, and St
John’s Church. Others had weddings such as the Catholic Church of our
Lady and St Anne (is Caversham really in the Archdiocese of Birmingham? If
so, why —and why Arch in the diocese? I'll be keeping my eye on the letters
page for clarification).

There was a wedding at St Peter’s which had also taken over Caversham
Court Gardens where a very nice lady in a white apron asked me if I was a
guest, and told me it was a private party. Finally at Gosbrook Road Methodist
Church there was also a party in the hall with lots of balloons but the church
was locked. The very nice hostess said, “I could call David if you wish?” but
we agreed it 'wasn’t an emergency.

As I repassed St John’s another very nice lady asked “Can I help?” I
explained my mission and she said, “If only you'd come this morning we
were cleaning the church.” However outside was a small sculpture which said

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Handprinted Photographs
Flash Animation Workshops

Artwork & Photography
Mike Brand 9475178
mikebrand.co.uk

 CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

& FateN

@ Mrs Samantha Vistuer =
5 BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain (o veruceas
Diabetic, Poor cir i hy id patients

ialist T Bi hi Orthotics & Nail Surgery

_ Fora Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

157—161 Caversham Road, Reading

, Berkshire. RG1 8BB

‘Until The Day’ on it. Its very simple, no more
than three feet high, but a little gem that deserves a
wider audience. It is of a pelican caring for her
chicks or as the web-site says “... a stone statue of
the pelican in her piety.”

I'd seen it as a sculpture of a bird, not
understanding that this is a heraldic device that
spans seven centuries. The bird plucks at her own
breast to save her young with her own blood — an
allegorical depiction of Jesus Christ in both His
sacrificial love and subsequent resurrection.
Suddenly the picce takes on a greater significance
and the fact that it centres the Garden of
Remembrance is fitting beyond words. This is
indeed true beauty.

Now to my final beauty, the glorious front
garden in my photograph which is strategically sited
opposite a bus stop. The owner said: “I love to
cheer up the people waiting for the bus”

His garden is a beautiful oasis of colour in a drab
street. He's modest in his achievement for he surely
works long hours on it and every time I walk past I
marvel at it magnificence. Words are not important,
the feast for the eyes is surely all the sustenance we
need.

If you know of anything beautiful in Caversham
and wish to share it, be it a collection, a piece of art,
or a front  garden,

please  contact

carl.claude@hotmail.com and we’ll try and include
it in our next column. Thank you.

== === =

A feast of colour for people at the bus stop

The pelican statue at St John's

Page S

Open day at St Michael’s,
Sonning Common

St Michael’s Catholic Church, Sonning
Common, invites you to a special open day
which will form part of the annual parish
weekend celebrations to mark the feast day of
our patron, St Michael.

On Saturday 26th September St Michael’s will
open its doors and everyone is welcome to come
inside and find out more about us and the
projects we run in the community.

This is an opportunity to meet some of our
parishioners, find out about the work that we do
in the wider community, find out what actually
goes on inside the church and perhaps see if
there is something that we do that would appeal
to you

During the day there will be guided tours of
the church, lively, informal talks by our parish
priest, Fr Paul, who will be explaining what the
Catholic faith is about in today’s society and
debunking some of the myths. There will also
be an opportunity for private meditation and
prayer,
throughout the day.

and of course free refreshments
As a finale we have a
performance by the popular Pangbourne Silver
Band.

St Michael’s is situated on the Peppard Road
in Sonning Common, next door to the petrol
station. The parish of St Michael’s includes not
just Sonning Common, but Emmer Green,
Caversham Park Village and some Oxfordshire
End, Rotherfield
Peppard, Stoke Row and Checkendon.

For further information please check our

villages such as Kidmore

website www.saintmichaelsonningcommeon.org.uk
or contact the Parish Office on 0118 972 3418.

valeg
west

Friendly

=nd personal

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE

Open 9.30am to 2.30pm on Tuesdays
in St John's Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading

Thursday” is

Fisherman day!

The cai® i Caversham Heighte- Ramed ater Sainl Ansrew ke Rxhermwe.
St Andrew's Chirch Hak, Alen Read, Caversham, 864 TFL
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Fun and Joseph at holiday club :

Most of us are probably familiar with the story of Joseph, and  a variety of games. '
the musical Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat has The week finished with the family fun aftcmoonpn Friday when the children’s
helped make it a favourite of many children. This year the families are invited to come along to see what the children have been doing. We had
Pyramid Rock holiday club hosted by Churches Together in bouncy castles, face painting, a hieroglyphics treasure trail and the best hot dogs in
Caversham took 150 primary aged children back to Egypt to the Reading,

A great week was had by all. Thank you to CTC and the volunteers from the churches
We look forward to holiday club 2016!

Page 6

days of Joseph.

Volunteers from a number of Caversham churches worked in Caversham who make it all possible.
together to provide another successful holiday club held at
Caversham Primary School. We are extremely fortunate to have a
team of dedicated, enthusiastic volunteers. At a cost of only /4
per day the holiday club is great value and receives positive
reviews from parents, with one parent saying, “It gets better each
year’”.

The children are at Pyramid Rock from 10am to 3pm each day.
During the morning we follow a programme that includes
singing, a mega game, a drama, a bible story, craft and a time of
reflection and refreshment. In the afternoon the children are given
a choice of activities including football, basketball, cricket,
playground games, dancing, drama, community craft, and science.

This year we introduced some new activities. These included
an animal roadshow, fencing, archery, and cheerleading. Thanks
in particular to Premier Sport and Quarks Animal Roadshow.
Each year one of the highlights of the week is Wet Wednesday and 3
this year was no exception. The children had fun getting wet with Fencing was one of the playground games Making the most of Wet Wednesday

B S T e M T

Remebera- -

HEMDEAN HOUSE LETTER TO THE EDITOR

SCHOOL I am very surprised to see your August publication featuring a letter from the
chairman of the Mapledurham Playing Fields Action Group stating that * the

v people of Mapledurham, Caversham Heights and surrounding areas are fighting

back...” It is clear after a fair and democratic vote that the vast majority of people

forboys - 3-11 years and giris 3 -16 years I : in the area are in favour of this site for the proposed school.

However, of more concern in my opinion, is that your publication should not be

used by ANY local action groups to promote their cause particularly on a page P

headed Christian Community Action!

We have other local publications that cater for this style of diatribe.

Independent day school

Paul Winslow i

et Hoden School Hemdean Road, Caversham. RG4 75D, Editor’s note: We welcome letters for publication and are happy to have our |

ages used for discussion on local issues, whether important or trivial. This does
Tel: 0118 9472590 = B
not mean we support or oppose any of the views expressed.

e-mail: office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk, web-site: www. deanhouse.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE . f \
Would you like to have this paper Jcrry S Odd JODS
delivered o you monthly? House and Garden M o D 3 HOWlett
Email vs at: Maintenance & Repairs -
) cavershanbidgenews@gmail.com Decorating inside and out architectural consultant
' ] L £iving your name and address. Flat Pack Assembly

= - Garden Design * Planting Aty coiER e o e b Blcycle Repairs (0118) 947 7117 1

E * Maintenance * Advice Vi, g S Ring ey 50 i ¢
(v 1 rish Office, 2 S

* Seasonal Clearance s - ey 0774 695 9463 Yot spenthce v LaREs i
domestic and commercial

architecture, including designs, local

SWING DANCE CLASSES authority applications and contract

Partner dancing to swing/jazz music of the administration

1920s to present K J .
¢

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire

1. 0118 9471178 m. 07971 742 053
| . gillma ygardendesign@sky.com

Easy-going & friendly classes in Lindy Hop,

Jitterbug & Jive, Every Tuesday &

ALEX LOWTH Thursday from 7.30 pm Ashworth Plumbing & ’
Gardening & Design Watlington House Hall, Watlington Street Heating
; & RG1 4RJ (Entry via South Street)
Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul? i .
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant? F No need to bring a partner; Absolute Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Ratiatts Gardening Serii beginners very welcome: Plenty of on-site Gas safe registered
I e H i
raening oervice; parking Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/

* One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning. 1 More details www.alljazzedup.co; Ex Military
* Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out. ¢ info@aljazzedup.com All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss. »~ Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307 “'.. A I-. I- J A Z Z E D U P Tel: 07738 631 294 A 7

SWING DANCE -
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Caversham clergy retreat from the heat

During the hot summer days at the end of
June and early July, eight clergy from the
Caversham churches went on an ecumenical
retreat for 48 hours to Alton Abbey in
Hampshire.  The Reverends Derek
Chandler, Jenny Dowding, Nigel Jones,
Jonathan Edwards, Margaret Dimmick,
David Little, Mike Smith, and David Jenkins
formed the group and were led by retreat
conductor, Reverend Canon
Boakes.

It has been 10 years since the Caversham
clergy went on retreat together and this
venture was an opportunity to explore
common issues in Christian ministry,
leadership, and considering the ‘Church of
the future’. The experience proved
extremely encouraging and affirming for all
involved and no doubt will have a positive
influence on the future relationship and
vision of Churches Together in Caversham.

Lighter moments included a visit to the

Norman

@nne .
arrison

Web Design
Aftractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
-profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

MDY S WASHING W e

+ Most makes repaired

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer
* Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer

picturesque town of Alresford and the
Winchester Diocesan centre of Old Alresford
Place (historic home of Mary Sumner, founder
of the Mother’s Union), a tour of Winchester
Cathedral, and some extra-curricular activity
in the real ale pubs of Alton in the evenings!
The reminiscences of Derek Chandler, who
was born in Winchester, grew up in Alton, and
was ordained in Winchester Cathedral,
accompanied all of this. The Caversham clergy
have summed it up in their own words:

“As a newcomer to Caversham it was
wonderful to be able to have two full days
together with my clergy colleagues. I believe
passionately in churches working together but
experience shows that that only happens when
clergy work together. Rightly, we need to set
the example. It was great to be able to eat,
drink, discuss, worship and walk together
amidst a great deal of laughter!” (Jonathan
Edwards)

“Although there are differences in our
experiences of church leadership and our
understanding of ordained ministry, we share
the same hopes, joys, frustrations and struggles
as we each seek to work out our calling to
serve Christ and the Kingdom. There was a
significant degree of sharing and trust amongst
us, and, yes - much laughter.” (Jenny
Dowding)

“It was so helpful to spend time with other
ministers, to get to know each other better, to
pray and worship together, and to share in
each other’s joys and sorrows in ministry. As
we ministers have met together residentially, [
hope other Christians in Caversham will be
encouraged to meet and pray with their
brothers and sisters in Christ”. (Mike Smith)

“The retreat was well planned, powerfully
renewing, deepened a sense of respect and
belonging among us and offered some possible
areas in which we might work fruitfully

repairs too.
+ 27 years experience / guaranteed work
+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:

07773 750321 daytime work hours

0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information
For more informati d
please visit my

& price
&

bsi com

Alan Ward

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk
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The clergy pose in the pulpit at Winchester Cathedral

together. The sessions in which we shared were facilitated by Canon
Boakes and were of great value. The weather, the surroundings and the
places we visited all helped considerably. We are very grateful for the
support of our churches and to Derek Chandler who organised the
whole event.” (David Jenkins)

“It was good to have much more time together as the ministers of
Caversham than is usually possible. Despite coming from different
churches we all want to work together. One theme emerged from our
talks - that we now are in a time of great change, which could be a
time of opportunity, if we can accept that the future of the church may
look very different from the past.” (Nigel Jones)

“Flash! Bang! Wallop what a picture - the retreat was of a common
purpose, a shared desire, to see Jesus made known to the people of
Caversham.” (David Little)

“This was a new opportunity to meet and support colleagues in
ministry, which I thoroughly enjoyed and left me spiritually
encouraged. It was a good time to get to know one another better and
a good foundation for working and praying together. Many thanks
everyone!” (Margaret Dimmick)

“For me the retreat was much more than a ‘remembrance of things
past’. This became clear when we visited Winchester Cathedral and
while we there some ordination candidates were rehearsing their
ministerial vows in front of the Bishop of Winchester ready for the
ordination service. This, and the whole experience, was a kind of
renewal.” (Derek Chandler)

Article compiled by Revd Derek Chandler

Photograph by Revd David Little

Find out more about the churches in Caversham online at
wunv.cavershamchurch.org.uk

The Caversham Rewards Card
Save Money by Shopping Locally

oin the Caversham Rewards
programme and you'll receive a card
at entitles you to discounts when
ou shop, dine and use services

CAVERSHAM REWARDS
s2649 0826 1000 0572
Zoe Ellis Exp: 10/17

‘our local traders a
y To register visit a n
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K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades,
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Foot Health Practitioner

Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP
Member of the British Chiropody & Podiatry Assoc.
Foot Health care in your

own home
Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca’s, care
of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot
mainienance
Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE\

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee, -
conversation and .
\ company E /

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Bol i
ool

OPTICIANS
Comprehensive eye
examinations

Full contact lens service
Free specs for children

Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk

44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)
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What’s going on at Balmore
Park surgery?

My name is John Atwill and I am the current chairman of the Patient
Participation Group at Balmore Park surgery in Caversham. After 40 years of
working in the diagnostic and therapy ficlds of healthcare, T want to give
something back.

[ want our patient population to become real partners with our carers rather
than passively accepting how they are managed. Below is what we at Balmore
Park surgery are aiming to achieve over the coming weeks and months — we
need more patients to become members of our PPG and get more involved
in their care.

NHS organisations have a duty to involve patients and the public generally,
this includes GP surgeries that are being actively encouraged to set up and
support patient participation groups. Balmore Park surgery has an active PPG
and would welcome interest and further involvement from their patients.

The PPG will be holding information sessions at the surgery on the 16th
and 17th September from 10.30 am to12.30pm and 2.30pm to 4.30 pm. The
aim is to provide patients with the opportunities to find out more about the
role of the PPG and about patients’ new opportunitics to influence the way
services are delivered not only in the practice but also the area covered by the
North and West Clinical Commissioning Group.

What is a PPG? The groups exist in GP surgeries as a way for patients to
express their views and work with clinical and administrative staff to improve
local services and the quality of care that is given. They generally have their
own terms of reference and should act as representatives of the wider practice
population.

Why join a PPG? Patients have an important role to play in having a say
in the way in which the services are delivered to best meet their needs and the
needs of the wider local community; one way to do this by joining your PPG.
By sharing experiences and providing feedback, patients can influence how
services are delivered locally.

How does a PPG work? While there’s no hard and fast rule how a PPG
is made up, they generally consist of volunteer patients, the practice manager,
and one or two general practitioners. They also may have some administrative
help from the practice. Most groups tend to have regular meetings at the
surgery, in the case of Balmore Park it is bi-monthly. Some GP practices only

run a virtual group linking by social media etc or some will even run a mix of

the two.

What does a PPG do? They can work with practices in a number of ways,
working to seck and understand the views of the wider patient population and
offer feedback from the patient’s perspective on changes that may be required
by the practice, for example opening hours or weekend working.

The PPG may help with communication between practice and the local
population, especially members who are active in their local communities and
are involved in neighbourhood groups, for example. PPGs may also offer
practical support to the surgery with organising health promotion days or
supporting annual flu jab clinics.

The organisation Healthwatch has been working with PPGs in GP surgeries
across Reading to encourage members of the community in having an active
voice in shaping local health and social care services and to explore ways to
network groups and work more closely with Healthwatch.

Patients’ voices have already secured significant improvements to the health
services, which directly affect us all.

For example, from this month it has been agreed that hospitals must ensure
both the GP and the patient receive a letter explaining the results following

The jewel in the crown

Since its inception in 1948 general practice has become the jewel in the crown
of our National Health Service. Recent mwch work has ranked the service we
receive from our doctors as being:
* best in the world for having a regular: aecmr who co-ordinates care
* best in the world for patients knowing wh

their condition or treatment
* best in the world for the management of ct

In other words a respected, indepcnd% J
its jewel status. So it’s a jewel we shoul

But more importantly it is a jewel
strategic importance of general practice

Within five years we will be looking af

e NHS cannot be overstated.
_-:_ni]lion more over 70s. The number
conditions is set to increase by 50% to

be cared for at home. <M

Put simply, if we do not find better, smarter ways to help pur growing elderly
population remain healthy and indepe; ar hospitals will be overwhelmed
— which is why we need effective, stro ‘expanding gcn/_aml practice more

than ever before in the history of the

consultations, tests and in-patient stays within 10
days. This target will be reduced even further to
one week from 2016.

Additionally a pilot scheme (which, if successful,
will be rolled out to all practices in the area) is
being introduced to provide a specialist health
visitor for the elderly (over 65) to provide support
for people who need it.

If you are registered at Balmore Park surgery
why don’t you come along and find out more?

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to you
monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com giving
your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased
either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions
For more information or to book an appointment
0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

w

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH

12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquirics: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

SureCareReading
Specialize in providing high Quality
Person centred homecare services and

Live-in packages to the elderly & vulnerable
people at very competitive rates |

Ovur services are flexible and focus on Promoting I
Independence, Choice and Self-respect

All our staff are:
* Highly professional |
<+ Extensively vetted
“* Fully trained I

+*. Have Enhanced DBS checks

| Do call our office fora frlendly chat and guidance
on what care solution could work for you ]
Tel: 0118 959 5288
W: www.surecarereading.co.uk
e enqunrjes@surecarereadlng co.uk

We are registered and licensed to pmvlde care

~ services by the Care Quality Commission
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ARUM TREE SURGEONS

W TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
EXP!

SERVICES | e horo

* Tree removal, tree pruning e
* Trees supplied and planted e
® Hedge work e
° Stump Grinding e
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282
CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Cayersham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Road). The other month, while

*. Need companionship or
& felp with tasks other
than personal care?

Activities such as:

Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding

Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering

Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and DBS checked.
Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

T-shirt printing
in Caversham

z
Pernsonalise
v

t-shirts

AND MUCH MUCH MORE......

TEL: 07771 756159 - 07920 017134
Email: sales@wepersonalised4u.co.uk
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S o R e |
CAVERSHAM FIRE

STATION

Mary Kift's book, Life in Old
Caversham, has a photograph of the
Caversham Fire Brigade with the
fire engine in the fire station yard in
Gosbrook Street (now Gosbrook

looking for something completely
different, I across this
newspaper photograph, taken on
the afternoon of Sunday, June 26th,
1910, which shows the archway

came

leading into that yard, and a lamp
on the corner with the word Fire
on it.

It may not be brilliant as a
photograph — I've copied it from
the Reading Standard newspaper —
but it shows just what was where.
All the buildings you can see are still standing — though the archway
has gone. If you stand in Gosbrook Road today, you can still see
where the canopy was, above the brickwork of No 47, to the left,
and you can just about see the words Sussex Place painted on the
brickwork of the houses on the other side of the arch — Nos 41, 43
and 45.

In the photograph, not only can you see the fire station, but in
front of the banner you can see the firemen, in their blue uniforms
and highly polished helmets, riding on the horse-drawn fire engine,
under their leader, Captain Gale.

I know the colour of the uniforms because it says they were blue
in the description of the procession in the Standard. The event was
Hospital Sunday. The people in the procession were so numerous
that it was divided into two, with the two processions taking
different routes through the streets of Caversham.

Between them they involved no fewer than seven bands — the
Caversham Brass Band, Reading Mechanics’ Band, Sonning Brass
Band, Caversham Salvation Army Band, Peppard Brass Band,
Pangbourne Brass Band, and the drums and bugles of the 4th
Battalion, the Royal Berkshire Regiment. 1 expect that the St.
Peter’s Boys’ Brigade also played their drums and bugles as well.
Many friendly societies were also represented in the processions.

Interestingly, ‘one of the chief collectors of the day was Mr Beal's
dog, Bruce, which is well-known in Reading and district for the
work it has done in this connection.’

After the demise of Caversham Urban District Council, in 1911,
the fire brigade remained at the yard for around 10 years, and after
that it was used by Reading Corporation as a highways and buildings
maintenance depot.

From around 1960 onwards, a variety of companies used the yard
— Precision Reinforced Fibres Ltd, who made fibreglass-reinforced
plastic mouldings, and then came Sportsworks Ltd, sports ground
contractors. By 1972, Grundon’s, the waste disposal people, had it,
and also Mini-Tipper Hire Ltd, which may have been a Grundon
subsidiary. Between about 1976 and 1981, Tiga Racing used the
yard, building and painting Formula 1 and 2 racing cars. As is the
case with many of these back-yards, it’s surprising when you go back
through the old directories and see what they were used for.

As for the Caversham Hospital Sunday, 1910, the local paper said
that this was the best-organised procession in the history of the
event, but it raised £ 1 less than it did in 1909. All that organisation,
all of those people, and the amount raised for the Royal Berkshire
Hospital was only £45 and four shillings!

Happy Wanderer

LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM
by Mary Kift
A revised edition [
£8.99
Now available at
WORDPLAY
in [
Prospect Street, Caversham

Peter Robins

Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs |
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured [
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

7%\ =E. H. HAMLEY & SON=

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years
Caversham based
Please contact: 0118 957 3894

07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Thimbleby & Shorland

~ VALUERS -
The iocal firm with Ihe intermetions! reputation - Est 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALEY
DO YOU WATCN AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND

THE OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY!

Probate ¢ Famedy Divisian o Insurancs » Aucbion
We would be pleased to advise without obligation.
Seo website for fixture list and catalogues
N IRULon. a0l — 10 on and subscribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
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CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 00

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLUB

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

¢ Christenings # Family Events
4 Weddings 4 Birthday Parties
4 Funerals # Anniversaries

4 Dinner Parties ¢ Corporate Functions

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamaolf co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

 Full Replacement ¢ Guttering and Downpipe
Repairs * Clearing and Cleaning ¢ Guaranteed for
10 years * Full Public Liability Insured
* Police Checked -
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
l for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

| :
|DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOF
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

{

|

! Your Local Roofing Company
| All Types of Roofing

’ Tel: 0118 963 9456
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Concerts in caversham

The series of chamber music concerts entitled Concerts in Caversham continues to

 establish a reputation for intimate music-making in a warm and relaxed style in the

wonderful acoustic of St Andrew’s Church. Now in its fifth year, the series was established
to promote a high quality and professional concert series using some of this country’s finest
musicians.

To date the performances have showscased three BBC Young Musician of the Year
finalists, along with principal players from leading orchestras and ensembles.

The summer concert featured the brilliant violinist Tamas Andras, co-leader of the
Royal Philharmonic, and the superb oboist Timothy Watts, also from the Royal
Philharmonic, as soloists with the Caversham Ensemble Chamber Orchestra.

For the autumn concert on 10th October, the brilliant young pianist Yuko Sano will
play a delightful programme to demonstrate her virtuosity and musicianship. Yuko studied

at the Liszt Music Academy in Budapest, before being awarded a full post-graduate )

scholarship to the Royal Academy of Music where she won the Maud Hornsby Award at
the end of her finst year. She also won the highest prize at the Burckhardt International
Piano Competition and the first prize and Grand Prix in all categories at the PIARA Piano
Competition.

She has performed piano concertos with the Tokyo Philharmonic Orchestra and made
her London debut for the festival The Rest is Noise at the Southbank Centre. She has given
recitals throughout the UK and in Europe and is a Young Concert Artist for Steinway
Pianos. Yuko’s programme will include works by Liszt, Chopin, Haydn and the thought
provoking composer, Takemitsu.

Try your hand at bowling

Rivermead Indoor Bowling Club are holding two open days for people to come and
have a go. Located at the Rivermead Leisure Centre in Richfield Avenue, the club
welcomes potential players with or without any bowling experience. There will be
coaches on hand to get you started, bowls and shoes are provided, although it would be
helpful if you brought some flat soled shoes of your own.

The dates for the open days are: Saturday 3rd October, 10.00am — 2.30pm, and Sunday
11th October, 1.00pm — 5.00pm. For more information contact Joan Strong 9425269 or
visitwww.rivermeadindoorbowlingclub.co.uk

Evening of dance

The MillsTones dance band was welcomed back to St John’s church on Saturday 18th
July.

The church was transformed, tables and chairs set out and a dance floor created for the
evening. About 70 people came along to enjoy the big band sound. The MillsTones, with
vocalist Tricia, played music from the 1920s to the ‘60s. Numbers included some written
by George Gershwin, Glenn Miller and Hoagy Carmichael.

Dancers from two local groups joined the audience, taking to the floor to swing dance
and waltz. A dancing competition, quiz and a raffle completed the evening.

A great ime was had by all and more than £300 was raised for church funds.

Jeremiah sees a potter

God told Jeremiah to go down to the pottery shop. The shop
did not just sell pottery. Jeremiah could go and watch the potter
making pots and jars and bowls from clay.
The potter shaped the clay with his wet hands. He pulled the clay
with his fingers and thumbs, making the shape taller, smoother and
rounder or sometimes — whoops! — wobbly and wonky! When that
happened, or if the potter did not like the shape of the pot he had
made, he squashed the clay together and started again.
The potter wanted his pots to be the very best he could make. He
worked and worked until each and every pot was perfect.
God told Jeremiah to tell the people that he wanted them to be
the very best people they could be. And God would work and work
to make them his perfect people, just like the potter worked to
make his pots perfect.

Jeremiah 18:1-12
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More about Jeremiah, God's messenger, next month...

Caversham Church Fete

The annual church fete, organised by St Peter’s
Caversham and St Margaret’s Mapledurham, took place
in Caversham Court Gardens on 11th July in glorious
sunshine. The fete began with a spectacular flypast by two
Spitfires of the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, and the
fun continued throughout the afternoon.

Crowds of people from Caversham and surrounding
areas attended to enjoy all the traditional stalls, including
books, plants, toys, tombola, and bric-a-brac and the
various sideshows kept the children in particular amused.
Cream teas proved very popular, as did the Pimms tent,
an innovation at last year’s fete.

Entertainment was provided by the Berkshire
Maestros, the Arnold Band, the Wright School of Dance,
and Ilana and Richard.

Thanks are due in particular to the members of the fete
committee for their hard work over many months in
organising the event, and also to the sponsors, AB Walker
Funeral Directors and Walmsley Estate Agents, to all the
volunteers and to the many members of the public who
turned up.

A large sum of money was raised to support the work
of the church at home and abroad.

40 Years
experience
behind us

. o 3 il - 4

On Sight Optical Ltd[f™"
Allframes include, as standard,

single vision lenses, prices from only:

£18.00

We make
spectacles fo
our

. = prescription
Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00 Caryou
< repairs and
free Quotations with no obligation ~ adlustments

Can fit new lenses to your own frame Extremmly

competitive

We specialise in complex and prices

difficult prescriptions
Over 162 Just bring in your preseription.

114 Henlay Road
Caversham RG4 6DH
101189 476 754
ansighloplical@bteonnect.com

J.P.MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by appointment)
Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

+ 4+ 4+

Call us today for first class personal
o service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

me @0 mE @ 0e me @ 00

_'_

| PREN BT )




[ REUEL Bl L J - o YW

-_— 7w Y

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, SEPTEMBER 2015

Chazey WI

Crop circles are an unexplained mystery to most
of us and despite few news reports they continue to
oceur randomly around the world., Andy Thomas,
our July speaker, presented a well researched
investigation into their history. Interestingly it
appears that England is at the epicentre of this
global phenomenon. The vast and intricate
patterns depicted in his slide presentation were
made even more curious by the fact that these
circles can sometimes appear in minutes.

Afterwards we had an opportunity to look
through some of Andy's books, notably The Truth
Agenda and also Conspiracies.

Chazey WI meet on the first Tuesday of every
month at Caversham Heights Methodist church
hall, 7.30 for 7.45pm. There is something for
everyone and visitors are always welcome.

Caversham Horticultural
Society
The Autumn Show is being held on Saturday
12th September in Emmer Green Primary School
hall between 2.00 and 5.00pm. Everyone is
welcome to visit this free event.
In addition of exhibits of flower arrangements,
ornamental plants, fruit and vegetables there are
classes in photography and crafts, domestic and

Can YOU help to deliver the
Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
k volunteers?

We need people in Caversham Heights
to deliver papers in Chazey Road and
also to deliver nine bundles of papers by
car to street distributors in the area.
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you feel you
_can help or would like more information.
Thank you.

Care when it’s
needed most

Ouy new funaral home 1s now opsn at:
Caversham
G4 8AL

0118 947 9213

Free Estimates

CLPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICESR

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

CLUBS
e

handicraft categories plus several classes specifically for children.
Refreshments will be on sale throughout the show,

Please note that the entrance to the hall is via a drive in St Barnabas Road
and not the main school entrance in Grove Road.

Caversham Wi

History on the doorstep was evident when Helen Lambert from the
Caversham and District Residents’ Association brought slides to illustrate the
exhibition on Caversham Heritage that Was part of the 2011 celebrations. Large
boards also helped to show the wealth of material that came forward.

The competition — a Caversham person or place — was won by Romagne
Flight with Sue Taylor and Sylvia Myszor as runners-up. August was the month
of garden parties so we were hoping for good weather. Our next meeting is 17th
September when we will celebrate the 100th anniversary of the WI

Probus

The speaker at the July meeting of the Reading Probus Club was Stefan
White, whose subject was Skulduggery in the Shrubbery. Stefan recounted the
fascinating tale of John Tradescant, who was born in 1570, during the reign of
Queen Elizabeth |, a time of great change in England.

John Tradescant was a pioneering gardener and a noted collector of plants,
and many other things besides. He was the keeper of the botanical gardens,
and was the founder of Britain’s first museum, known as the Ark, which was
kept in his house in Lambeth. He was employed by Lord Robert Cecil at
Hatfield House, where the garden had features such as fountains, flower beds,
fruit trees, and many varieties of trees. He oversaw the planting of huge
quantities of trees. He was sent on buying expeditions by Lord Cecil, and visited
Clusius, professor of botany at Leiden University, where he saw galleries
displaying plants with many varieties.

After Lord Cecil died in 1612, Tradescant worked for Edward Lord Wootton
at St Augustine’s Abbey near Canterbury. In 1618 he visited Russia, bringing
back many cuttings and plants, including the famous rose Rosa Muscovita. He
led an expedition to Virginia, returning after a year with many new specimens.
He later worked for the Duke of Buckingham, and collected many plants new
to Great Britain on a visit to the Low Countries. After this he started his own
collection, and moved to Lambeth; new plants arrived from Europe, the
Mediterranean and North America. After the Duke’s death, Tradescant was
appointed Keeper of the Royal Gardens, and in 1637 became head gardener
at the Oxford Physic Garden, attached to the university.

He died in 1638, and was succeeded by his son, John junior. In 1650 he was
visited by Elias Ashmole, who helped him to catalogue the Ark, which had many
articles on display. Ashmole and his wife, Lady Mainwaring, were house guests
in 1652, one night Tradescant was in a drunken stupor, and signed a deed
giving the Ark to Ashmole, to take effect on the death of Tradescant's wife
Hester. In 1678, Hester was found drowned in a pond, whether by suicide,
murder or accident was never discovered.

Oxford University planned a new museum to house the artefacts from the
Ark, to be known as the Ashmolean. Ashmole died in 1692 at the age of 75,
and is buried in St Mary’s, Lambeth. The Ashmolean did not have room for
everything, and the surplus was divided between the O U Museum of Natural
History, the Bodleian library and the Pitt Rivers Museum. St Mary's Lambeth
went into decline, but was restored in 1972, and is now the home of the Garden
Museum.

Probus is a club for retired men, who enjoy a meal once a month in the
congenial company of like-minded men. Lunch is followed by a talk, which may
be on a variety of interesting subjects. The club meets at the Caversham Heath
Golf Club. For further information visit the club's website www.probusclub-
reading.org.uk

Rosehill Wi

As our president, Margaret Pyle, was recuperating from an operation, vice-
president Margaret Seal welcomed everyone to the July meeting.

The speaker was Jennipher Marshall-Jenkinson whose subject was Taking
the Healthy Option, not only a talk but a demonstration of microwave cooking.
She explained that all food cooked in @ microwave is healthier than traditional
methods in that the food retains more vitamins. She then went on to cook two
main courses and two desserts: the first main course was chicken in apricot
sauce with rice and vegetables, the second was salmon with rice and
vegetables. The two desserts were chocolate cake with a black cherry filling
and chocolate sauce, plus small chocolate cakes. We were then invited to
taste what had been cooked and it was all very delicious.

Our attention was drawn to two items of correspondence, the Stella Austin
Cup competition A Card for a Special Occasion, closing date 17th November,
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and a fiyer for the Chilterns Craft and Design Show
on 28-31 August at Stonor Park. Treasurer Doris
Goddard reported that she had completed 167
emergency packs for RBH and had sent a letter of
thanks to the dentists at Sonning Common for their
donation of four sample boxes of toothpaste.

We meet on the first Wednesday in the month at
St Barnabas Church Hall, Emmer Green, at 2.00
pm and are pleased to receive visitors.

See all your Bible Friends in
The Big Bible Storybook
188 Bible Stories to enjoy together
available at )
Wordplay 18 Prospect Street
Caversham RG4 8JG

or online at
www.scriptureunion.org.uk/shop

A.F. JONES P W M DESIGN
Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen Fitting
MASTER Bespoke Interiors &
MASONS Exteriors
Fully qualified &
Insured
Craftsmen in Stone
Call Philip on
|
BEDFORD RD Hipsh T8
READING woodworking
Telephone Anc.otiiiding
0118 957 3537 equiEments

| PET CARE
On holiday, working,
ill or just need help?
DOG WALKING
LOOKING AFTER
DOGS, CATS,
RABBITS etc
Let me HELP you
in your home or mine
0118 9470187

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

or Caversham Thameside Plnsh Office.
Church Street

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD.
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

a A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST 1826

Independent famdyfunefaldnedusand
monumental masons.

24 Hour assistance
4 Offices with parking

» Competitively priced L
* Flowers by telephone and onHine
« Stone memorials

« Pre-paid funeral plans

Caversham 0118 9477 007
Readmg 0118 9573 650
Branches: Bracknell, Henley-on Thames, Wokingham, Thatcham

www.abwalker.co.uk




BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST
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= All Gas Work Undertaken * Servicing

* Landlord Safety Certificates * Central Heating

Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

Kentwood Farden Hervices
Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios
‘e ¢/ Caversham Clinic 2
(™~ 1 ™) 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 81B R

0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.

Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

== recice BB

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice
Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 71LR

"0118 0474848

|
| 20 Riciny
|

"(,n ality private dental care for all the family
Modem Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry

| Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

| Easy access and parking
e

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimnéy Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guuo mecr & e (enic)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | 018 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

Summerfield Care Home

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham

Reading RG4 7LLT .
(0118) 947 2164

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in lts own secure grounds in Caversham Heights,
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and cholce is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life.

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full range of shops
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by.
SUMMERFIELD s registered with the CQC (Care Quality
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual.
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk
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www.caversham,orguk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.

ONE TO ONE
computer
training

for all ages &
abilities
using your ow n
computer,
laptop or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarison.co.uk

please call to speak with a nurse.

. Gardiners

NURSING'AND HOMECARE

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8DZ 01 1 8 9476666

Be driven in comfort

Local reliable service

Ray Noble

Proprietor

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS
Airports « Weddings * Special occasions

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @jwexeccars.co.uk

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

1" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Fireplace &V,
I F;v\cxgicﬁga

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB

For

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

et

Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

o

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Malcolm ]J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
Ci h
MOBILE 07168 376210 R
Berks
RG4 7BU
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