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Closure of Reading Bridge from 18th May
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& Reading Bridge will be fully
q closed to all traffic and
' pedestrians for a maximum of
two weeks from May 18th, as
essential work to strengthen the

TR —r S, SR S L BN 92-year old structure continues.
: ; e Fully signed diversion routes
SEEYE e ——— == S — will be in place for the duration

— ISR . | of the closure. Further details of
: these routes will be available on
http://beta.reading.gov.uk
/bridges once they have been
finalised.

Reading Buses have been informed of the closure and will be diverting services accordingly.

Over the Easter period - and starting on Monday 6th April - it will be necessary to have a closure on one side of the bridge to carry
out some of the carbon fibre strengthening work and to keep vehicle vibrations away from the work areas. This will involve both a
lane closure and the adjacent pavement being shut for 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, for a period of up to 20 days. As with previous
lane closures, there will still be a lane running in each direction over the bridge, and one of the pavements will remain fully
accessible to pedestrians. Off peak lane closures will then resume when this section of the work is complete.

After the two week closure in May, off peak lane closures will then resume until the completion of the project, currently estimated
to be in late June or early July.
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Wil we ever see a 3rd bridge?
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Hope for a
third Bridge!

A petition signed by over 300 people
from Caversham, Emmer Green, Reading,
Woodley and Earley calling for a third
bridge has been presented by Reading Cllir
Matt Rodda to Oxfordshire County Council
and South Oxfordshire District Council,
encouraging them to think again about the
proposed crossing. See page 8
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Jeremy Tear

St John's Vicarage, St John’s Road,
Caversham RG4 SAN Tel: 946 2884
Revd Marion Pyke

26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ
Tel: 947 5834

Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Revd Rob Beardsley Tel: 07736 353233
Email: robg.beardsley @sky.com
www.riversidechurchreading,.co.uk
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Secretary: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.

Tel: 947 2223

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Ministers Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353

Email Secretary: sue.cantwell @cavershambaptist
church.org.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Crispin Fairbairn. Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,

Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

c/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958
Email: alanwright55@btinteret.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mr Colin Ferguson.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.
COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 BAX Tel; 0118 947 1703,

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road.
Caversham, Reading RG4 BEH Tel; 07949 980982

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Lid, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT

by Revd Colin Bass

RENEWAL

We can read in Matthew 19. vs27 that Peter said, ‘Look, we have left
everything and followed you. What then will we have?'

Jesus had just been instructing a rich young man to ‘go, sell your
possessions, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.’

Then we are told that ‘When the young man heard this word, he went away

grieving, for he had many possessions.'
" At this point Peter is indignantly objecting that he and his companions have
done what Jesus instructed the rich young man to do, and more. They have left
everything and followed Jesus. The young man has been offered the reward of
‘treasure in heaven'. Peter wants to know ‘What's in it for us?"

In Jesus' reply we usually concentrate on his promise that ‘everyone who has
left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my
name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold’.

Fair enough — it's true. Those who have had to make the choice between
their families and following Christ’ call will tell you that they did establish close,
brotherly relationships with hundrads of men and women. You may know that
from your own experience.

| was called (by the Bishop, on behalf of Jesus) to leave the church where |
began my ministry to adopt my rootless, wandering ministry throughout the
Reading area. | have been blessed with friends in churches all over the town,
and beyond — and that’s just in this life! I

But Jesus' reply to Peter contained more. Before Jesus made that promise,
he said this. ‘Truly | tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man
is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’

Now you can scoff at thrones if you wish. And | don't mind if you object that
you would rather avoid the responsibility of judging anybody.

The phrase | want to concentrate on is: ‘at the renewal of all things ..

Because of the imagery of trones, and of judging, we tend to sklp over this
phrase and push it aside. But t is a vitally important clue.

In the whole passage, Jesus is clearly talking about the afterlife and its
rewards — ‘treasure in heaven’; he says, and ‘when the Son of Man is seated
on the throne of his glory’.

SO s Jesus expects that ‘all things will be renewed’ — not blown to bits
in some cataclysmic, apocalyptic explosion.

Let me tell you what the New Testament teaches us to expect when our
earthly lives are over.

Our bodies will be different but our personalities will continue. We shall be
recognisably, identifiably ourselves, just as Jesus was after his resurrection. We
shall be alive, and therefore developing, changing, improving. And we shall be
given, not rest, but new responsibilities like and beyond the responsibilities we
have been given here. We shall inhabit Paradise. But that is not where ‘the Son
of Man is seated on the throne of his glory'.

That is yet another development, when God decides that the time has come
to merge Earth and Heaven into one. That is the ‘renewal of all things' — the
new Creation — where Jesus will reign, and God's intentions will be carried out
‘on Earth as in Heaven'.

All this is far too exciting to skip over and push aside. Get the significance of
these resurrection promises inside you, and it will change your life for ever.

Revd Colin Bass is a Third Order Anglican Franciscan who has ministered
frequently in Caversham, most recently at St John’s.

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.30am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion
RIVERSIDE CHURCH(READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am Morning Worship & Teaching
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)

All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street
10.30am  Moming Worship each Sunday
8.00pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) —
2nd Sunday each month
345pm  Messy Church — for all the family
First Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Are you a people person?h

Caversham Good Neighboursis a group formed to
offer essential transport tothe elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhoed. If you would like
to give to the community by joining
us as a volunteer driver or helping
in our office, then please do get in
touch with us.

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466
Monday to Friday 9.30am=11.30am

oy

Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 BAX

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the May 2015 issue should be
sent to the Caversham Thameside and
Mapledurham parish office by Monday 6th
April. The date for the June 2015 issue is
Monday 27th April. Email address is
secretary @ctmparish.org.uk E
Advertising copy for the May issue should be
sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren

Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 8rd April. The
date for the June issue is Friday 24th April.

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margarel, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RGA BAX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am w0 12.00n0on
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ ctmparishorguk

ST BARNABAS

St Burnabus Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabus.org,uk
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* Self Assessment
* Companies

(0) 0118 947 8158

Simon Porter & Co
Chartered Accountants

* Businesses
* VAT, Payroll

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

(m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

DM B

Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term
Results

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senlor
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

Call Janet on 01189 464085
emall: janetekent@ntiworld.com

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like to hase this paper
delivered (o you monthly?
Email us at
cavershambridgenews @gmail.com

giving your name and address

Altermatively copies of this paper can be

purchased cither from
WardPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)
Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village
Can accommodate for example:
* Children's parties / Family celebrations

* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

+ Top brand name flooring ac the lowest price

+ Samples to view In your hame/office day/evening

« Froe Advice / Free Quotes

+ Old flooring upliftad & furniture moved

= Fast turn around on fitding if required

+ Carpet. design and wood flooring specialises

We supply and install: Amcco
Carpes - Laminate - Wood - Vioyl
Non-slip and mere...

Local
LOCRl

Local

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
0 our customers and the recommendations

that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your hame and for
some sound advice on the local property market

0118 947 0511 4c) emall sales@walmsley.co.uk

Wailmsley

@ @ f walmsley.co.uk

Page 3

Priory Avenue Surgery Making Progress

As Chairman of the Patient Participation Group at Priory Avenue Surgery, | would like to bring your
readers up to date on developments.

The quality of the doctors and nurses has never been questioned. The view of Dr Payne, Primary Care
Medical director for the Thames Valley, is that “there is no evidence of direct clinical risk”. These are the
reasons why | am staying on as a patient at Priory Avenue Surgery.

A prime concern is the continuity of care. The plan is to employ full time doctors where possible. In the
last few months one full time and five part time doctors have left. Three new full time doctors and a part
time doctor are being phased in. Dr Vishal Mittal has started as a full time doctor. Dr Nicholas Routledge
has started part time and will become a full time doctor. A full time female doctor is being sought. Dr
Ashram Zaman has started as a part time doctor. Short and long term locums are being employed in the
interim. A new Practice Manger has started. We have been fortunate that the nursing staff have all
stayed on, as have nearly all the other staff too.

In common with many other surgeries there is a patients’ group. If you would like to become actively
involved please come to one of our monthly meetings. The minutes are put up on a noticeboard in the
surgery waiting room. For more information, minutes and newsletters, e-mail me at
prioryavenuePPG@gmail.com or leave a message at reception.

Francis Brown, Chair, Priory Avenue Patient Participation Group

LETTERS

Dear Caversham Bridge

As a long-standing patient of Priory Avenue Surgery | want to add some points to Mr Ferguson's front-
page article to give a fuller picture.

The Quality Care Commission highlighted more than failures in effectiveness and leadership in its report.
It spelled out that these failures were putting patients at risk: "Patients were at risk of harm because
systems and processes were not in place in a way to keep them safe."

Immediate action was called for to:

- "ensure all patients' records are updated with appropriate information and documents in relation to the
care and treatment they have received." This would not affect most patients registered at the practice but
if you were one of those whoe had been in hospital or had external care then it could be of concern as
regards follow-up treatment and accuracy.

- "undertake regular infection control audits that are documented and introduce a cleaning schedule for
practice equipment." This implies there was no such cleaning schedule before!

Many surgeries do still manage to supply a named doctor and this-must surely be the ideal. The use of
locums - and there have been some very good ones attending Priory Avenue - cannot become the norm.
The word locum means someone who temporarily fulfils the duties of another.

| also dispute Priory Avenue surgery's view of the locum issue. Their website says "there are some benefits
in having other clinicians oversee your health with a different pair of eyes; a sort of second opinion®. Actually
| find excessive use of locums to be an inefficient use of time, as you have to establish a rapport and outline
symptoms with a different person. And from what one has heard they are not cost effective either.

| am sticking with the Priory Avenue, which served my family
well until recently, and it deserves the chance to rectify the
serious problems found there. | also agree with the need to
supbort its staff, especially those on the front line, who have at
been doing their best in difficult conditions. Caversham Court Gardens
Your sincerely 10 - 3|Hll
hatirineManicer Saturday 25th April

4 o A ‘Gardeners Event’

am N Lots 01‘]slal|s
POLE
DAY

local woodland
products
flower & veg. plants,
tools
children activities

bee keepers
\. RSPB
‘ willow work

guided walks
Promoted by ECONET

Teas in the Kiosk
wwvu.econetr;:ading.org.uk

Emmer Green Garage
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The Heights Primary School
Public Consultation Begins

The Education Funding Agency
has asked Reading Borough
Council to carry out a public
consultation on its behalf. Having
started on March 9th
approximately 67,000 letters will
have been sent to individual
households in Reading and the
Parishes of Mapledurham and
Kidmore End, outlining how the
consultation process will work.

The Heights Primary is a Free
School, currently located on a

MOBILITY

+ scooters - power chairs

» wheelchairs -riser/recliner chairs

- commodes -adjustable beds

- walking aids - continence care

+ bathlifts + bathing products
lots more products in-store

TELEPHONE
01189 86 21 21

221 Shinfield Road, Reading RG2 8HA

abimwora

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

¢ Paper Hanging Specialist

¢ Coving & Dado Rails Fitted

¢ Guttering Changed

¢ New Work & Refurbishment

# Private & Commercial

¢ Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 THR
www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk

] I

temporary site in Gosbrook Road, Central
Caversham. Under Government rules, only
the EFA can select where a Free School can
be located and they have identified the
following five possible locations.

e High Ridge, Upper Warren Avenue

e Mapledurham Playing Fields

» Albert Road Recreation Ground

e Shipnells Farm (better known as Bugs

Bottom)

* Dysons Farm (Land at the junction of
Shepherd’s Lane and Kidmore Road)

The consultation commenced with the
production of Information Packs on each of
these and an Open Public Meeting held on
Wednesday March 25. Hard copies of the
Information Pack should be available at the
Civic Offices in Bridge Street, and in local
libraries and leisure centres.

A Public Survey is to be carried out during
the month of April on a permanent location
for The Heights Primary http://beta.reading,
gov. uk/schoolsite. This is the opportunity for
people to tell the EFA which of the five sites
they prefer and the reasons behind that
choice. Again, hard copies of the Public
Survey will also be made available at the
Civic Offices in Bridge Street, and local
libraries and leisure centres. Residents giving
their views will be asked to provide a name
and address. The deadline for Survey
responses will be 5pm on Friday May 1st.

When the Survey is complete, Reading
Borough Council will collate all data and
pass it to the EFA for consideration. It will
then be up to the EFA to select a location for
The Heights Primary School, based on the
public responses received.

The Hill Primary School Celebrates
Sports Success

A table tennis team from The Hill Primary School in Caversham has won third prize at the
English Schools Table Tennis Championships zonal finals.

The only school to represent Berkshire in table tennis this year, The Hill had a team of five
pupils from years 5 and 6 who travelled to London on 31st January to take on the best players
from the neighbouring counties in the South East. The Hill team qualified for the semi-final
knockout round after finishing second in their group. They missed out on the final by being
narrowly beaten on points, but were extremely pleased with their prestigious third place
position.

The Hill’s pupils are proving to be sporting all-rounders with the school representing Berkshire
at the National Tag Rugby Finals in July of last year and the athletics team are representing the
county at the Berkshire Athletics Finals this year.

Head teacher, Dawn Cox said: ‘Our table tennis team had a thoroughly en]oyable time, gained
some experience of a different sport and represented the school and Berkshire honourably at a
national championship. Huge thanks must go to the parents of all five boys for their dedication
and willingness to travel into central London on a Saturday.’

Lead Member for Education, Cllr John Ennis said: ‘Congratulations to The Hill Primary School
on sending sports teams to compete at regional and national levels. Special thanks should be
given to the parents and teachers who have given up their free time to support the children in
these competitions. Sport is an important part of any school’s curriculum, and it is great to see
a Reading school do so well in such different disciplines.’

51lee

Bathrooms

Or
Supply Only

Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

| lles

Complete Design & Installation Service

Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames

Local references available

info@ steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www sleepalbathrooms.co. uk

ELECTRICAL
+=
New Premises Why should you -
Now based at The Dog in Peppard Common, an ins# S u:d PV? N
area popular for countryside walks and a local golf . i : R -
course You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment
I‘“‘ All the favourites.
Breakfast, signature salads and antipasti bars.
Home cooked Carvery with locally sourced produce
Available Wednesday-Saturday evenings and
Sunday Lunch

101491 628 343

www.carter-

electrical.co.uk




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE. APRIL 2015 .,

Page 5

Course to help Caversham Bereaved

Caversham people who have been bereaved can benefit from a special course

run by Funeral Directors A.B. Walker & Son.

The family business, which has an office in Caversham, has set up the Link

Bereavement Care Group and has
already provided a bereavement course
for scores of its clients who have lost
loved ones.

The courses have proved so successful
that the service is now being opened
up to the wider community. Anyone in
Berkshire who has been bereaved in
the past year and feels they can benefit
can apply to go on the six week course.

A.B. Walker’s Head of Bereavement
Care, Melissa Walker, said: “We know for
many people the funeral is just the
beginning of the emotional journey.
Grieving is a natural part of recovering
from bereavement and losing a loved
one can be one of life’s most difficult
experiences. Everyone’s experience of
grief is unique but many people feel
sadness, shock, anger, anxiety and
despair.

‘Although we recognise that the
course would not necessarily suit
everyone, we feel there are huge

benefits in sharing experiences of loss and that’s why we set up the group. We are
determined to provide the best possible care for those who have lost a loved one.
Our service does not end immediately after the funeral but continues afterwards,

Pictured left to right are Melissa Walker, A.B. Walker's Head of Bereavement Care; and
Jackie Cassini Mellor who set up the Link Up social group after she attended the first

bereavement course

particularly through the difficult months ahead.

The group was set up in partnership with the charity Cruse Bereavement Care.

The Tapestry Choir present ‘Folk Songs of the Four Seasons’ a concert

celebrating the changing seasons.

On Saturday 11th April between 4 and 5pm the Tapestry Female Voice Choir
will be performing in the stunning setting of St. Laurence's Church Reading,

melissa@abwalker.co.uk

Each session is a mixture of learning and group interaction, managed by trained
group bereavement facilitators. The programme is held at A.B. Walker & Son’s
Reading office and is free of charge.

‘We see a change in the people who
come along,’ said Melissa. “We see them
growing in confidence.

“The courses have been emotional,
tears have been shed, and special
friendships have formed.

‘People like to share their stories, said
Melissa. “They can feel they are not
alone, and that their feelings are normal,
which has resulted in close bonds
forming in the groups.

Already 14 A.B. Walker & Son staff
have volunteered and gone on a four
day training course to be facilitators.
They include pall bearers and funeral
arrangers. ‘They are naturally caring and
all have huge amounts of experience to
offer, said Melissa. Each course is also
run with the support of a representative
from Cruse Bereavement Care.

After the course the bereaved are
invited to stay in touch and join a Link
Up social group which meets once a
month.

Anyone from Berkshire who has been bereaved in the last year and feels they
would benefit from The Link Bereavement Care Group can email Melissa Walker:

For further information please contact Julian Walker on 0118 9839411 or 07879

Tapestry Choir

conducted by it’s musical director Sarah Latto.

The concert will be centred on Vaughan Williams' Folk Songs of the Four Seasons,
a cantata written in 1950 featuring British folk songs celebrating Spring,

Summer, Autumn and Winter.

This piece features a setting of ‘Summer is Icumen in’, which is the oldest

448753 julian@abwalker.co.uk

known musical composition written in multiple parts, and dates back to the mid-

13th century. The earliest manuscript of this piece was actually discovered at

Reading Abbey, and was copied between 1261 and 1264.
In addition to the Vaughan Williams cantata, Tapestry will perform some more

modern songs that celebrate each season, including pieces by Jomi Mitchell.

Gershwin and Britten.

Please join us after the concert for refreshments.

Tickets available from: www.tapestrychoir.org.uk or from 0118 932 1149.

Costing /8 in advance or £10 on the door. Free for Children under 12.

Maypole dancing for children and adults

(

Sketches Sometimes|

at schools and clubs
entertainment for weddings or parties

team building sessions

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk
0118 947 4244
www.MaypoleDancing.co.uk

Paintings & Commissions
Handprinted Photographs
Flash Animation Workshops

Artwork & Photography
Mike Brand 9475178
mikebrand.co.uk

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
i Mrs Samantha Vistuer =

BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns 1o in-growing toe nails, foot pain (o veruceas
Dinbetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

i hanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

Specialist T |

For a Clinic appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST
SOLICITORS

Contact Paul Griffin based in Caversham for
«* House & Flat moves
» Wills Probate and Inheritance cases,
» Co-ownership issues

> Family law.

B3

o

o

Contact Paul on 0118 909 9998 or e-mail
paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk Paul offers
home and out of hours visits, at no extra charge

AWG is & by the Soli
Authority [ no 00046377 |

vales
west

Friendly
nipersonal

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE

Open 9.30am to 2.30pm on Tuesdays
in St John's Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading

Thursday” is

Fisherman day!

The cald In Coversham Nehgts- ames Gites Soind Andrem the Runensen.
St Andrew's Gharch Nall, Alben Resd, Caversham, RG4 TPL
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Bean Pole Day Gardeners’ Event

Caversham Court Gardens will be hosting another Bean Pole

event on Saturday 25th April. This is a gardeners’ event, with many
stalls selling vegetable and flower plants grown by local
organisations, including BBOWT (Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife
Trust), also some restored previously loved garden tools. A local
willow worker will be making and selling plant supports. The local

beekeepers to show everyone how bees ‘work’. The RSPB selling

bird boxes, bird tables and bird food. Guided walks around the
gardens, children’s activities and of course the local woodland
products including bean poles sold in bundles of 11, also pea
sticks. The tea kiosk will be open for light refreshments.

The event is run by Econet, a group of local conservation
volunteers

Magna Carta Crossword Solution
Across - 1. William, 24. Marshal, 5. Spur, 9. Banquet, 12.
Throb, 13. Eyrie, 14. Ice, 15. Roi 16,19,22. Knight, Ever,
Lived, 18. John, 21. Pommel, 23,11. Pembroke, 26. Mug, 27.
Isaac, 29.Voter 31. Grave 32. Reddish, 33. Audi, 34. Arundel
Down — 1. Webster, 2. Liner, 3. Mitre, 4. Caversham, 6. Proviso,
7. Reeve, 8. Abbey, 10. Uzbek, 17. Idolaters, 20. England, 25.
Wives, 26,28. Magna Carta, 30. Third

HEMDEAN HOUSE
SCHOOL

Independent day school

for boys - 3 -11 years and girls 3 -16 years

Tel: 0118 9472590

e-mail: offic iemdeanhouse.c

ST L e ML Sty st ol s

Gill Mudeﬂey NAHort.

Garden Design & Maintenance

&
- y * Garden Design * Planting
o * Maintenance * Advice
B « Seasonal Clearance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
£.0118 9471178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com _

TN - N T

ALEX LOWT
Gardening & Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Gardening Service:
* One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
* Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out

* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you like o hve this paper
delivered (o y
Ei
cavershambridgenews @ gmail. com
giving your name and address.
Alternatively copics of this paper can be

purchased cither (rom
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Sireet

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly
Bicycle Repairs

Ring Jerry
0774 695 9463

a\ Jasgea up

Swing Dance
Classes

In the Reading/Henley area

Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
Jive, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa
Dancing to swing/jazz/blues
from the 1940s to the present

b=

Absolute Beginners very welcome
No need to bring a partner
Contact jean@alljazzedup.com
0780 8966928
www.alljazzedup.com

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

Cdmin istration /

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered
Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military
All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294 t@
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Gosbrook Hoad
Methodist Churel
Caversham

Saterday
April 18th 2015
at Tpm
DAVID JENKINS
IN CONCERT

"Treasures fo Explore"

Tickets £3 including refreshments
Contact 0118 D178607
0118 9172401

o

/

 David's CDs on sale price £7
This concert iy raising money for
UNICEY
United Nations Children's Fand

@nne .
arrison

Web Design
Aftractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

S MDY SWAHNG Wk e

* Most makes repaired

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

« Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

+ 27 years experience / guaranteed work

+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 ing & for queri

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my WWW. com
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CHURCHES
e

Children’s Liturgy at
Our Lady and St Anne

The Children’s Liturgy group at Our Lady
and St. Anne’s Church is run at the same
time as the 10am Sunday Mass, Children
from tiny tots up to eight years old come
along (with their parents if they wish) and
listen to the Gospel, sing, dance, pray and
usually take part in a drama or craft activity
that represents the message of the day. The
children take great pleasure at the end of
Mass in showing the congregation what
they have created and telling them the
message they have heard. This is a
wonderful way to enable young children to
access the Word of God at their own level
and understand His love in a personal way.

Rosamund Porter, Noel Scott and Clare
Kingswood run the group. For the feast of
The Baptism of Christ they prepared a
model of a baptismal font and all the
children wrote their names on slips of
paper and stuck them onto the font.

St Barnabas Church

Household & Handyman Sale in St.
Barnabas Church Hall and Grounds, Grove
Rd, Emmer Green on Saturday 2nd May
from 10am till 12noon. Furniture, tools,
books, Bric a Brac, plants and knife/tool
sharpening and more. To offer donations
please call Richard on 947 5744 or Wendy
on 946 1365.

Pancake party at Caversham
Heights Methodist Church

Over 60 people enjoyed a meal of bangers and mash followed by
pancakes at Caversham Heights Methodist Church on Tuesday
17th February. The 150 pancakes were expertly prepared by

Barbara Macrae and Viv Emerson and served with lemon juice, or

maple syrup and /or ice cream.

The meal was followed by a talk given by James Rowley, the
husband of a former minister at the church. His subject was the
Racecourse Community School in Mindola Zambia which he and
his wife Rosemary Fletcher had visited a while ago. The school'’s
mission statement is as follows: ‘To work hand in hand with
donors or stake holders to address the needs of orphans and
vulnerable children to achieve their God-given potential and
ensure them the basic right to health, food, shelter and education.’

The church has supported this school for many years and

regularly sends money to support the teachers who give their
services voluntarily not having been paid for five months. With
support from our church and from a church in Canada the school
has grown in size and has 1772 pupils and 20 staff. It has also been
extended and now has six classrooms, four old ones and two
newer unfinished ones. The students are taught in three shifts to fit
the classrooms. They are taught to Grade 9 but ideally the school
would like to be able to teach to Grade 12 but lacks the funds to
extend. Student numbers have increased because of the increase in
numbers of orphans and vulnerable children and the fact that the
school which used to teach to Grade 6 now teaches to Grade 9.

There is no caretaker to keep the premises clean and no
boundary wall so security guards have to be employed overnight.
There are no toilets.

The school really needs a project manager/administrator. The
staff members are just teachers trying to do their best under very

<

difficult circumstances. The Head teacher has been very ill for the

last year and the Deputy Head is Acting Head at the moment.

The total amount raised from tickets, raffle, donations and a talk
given to Network, was nearly £400 which will go some way
towards paying the teachers.

Leaving God’s garden

Adam and Eve lived in God's beautiful garden. They were very
happy. They could go where they liked and eat anything they
wanted. Except for one thing. There was just one sort of fruit that
God said they must not touch or eat.

But Eve wanted to taste the fruit. One day, she picked the fruit and
she tasted it, even though God had asked her not to. She thought
it was so good. She gave some to Adam and he ate it too.

At first, Adam thought it was delicious. But God was upset because
Adam and Eve had eaten the fruit which he told them not to eat.

*You must leave the garden,” God said.

booz @ uonansny uown smidus 9007 G Yooqiols lqig Big 9y Woid

So Adam and Eve had to leave the beautiful garden. All because
Ty : they did the one thing that God told them
t not to do.

Genesis 3
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K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer
L]
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED

Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM

RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Foot Health Practitioner

Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP
Member of the British Chiropedy & Podiatry Assoc.
Foot Health care in your

own home
Corns, callus, ingrown and involuted nails, specialised
nail cutting, fungal nails, athlete’s foot, verruca's, care
of the diabetic high risk foot and general foot
maintenance

Phone: mobile 07733 320702 or 01189 841132
Email: pat.spender@gmail.com

/PAnlgﬁméabE“NTRE\

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 - 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,

conversation and
MIKE

company
THOMAS

7 Eg E \ OND Forestry

Tree Surgery
& Landscaping
8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

ICIANS

+ Comprehensive eye
examinations

* Full contact lens service

* Free specs for children

+ Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for Zeiss
und Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www.robinjames.co.uk
44 Church 81, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

Third Bridge Petition

The petition, which was, called for the
following:

"We the undersigned need a third Reading
bridge to reduce the chronic delays caused
by floods closing Sonning Bridge, which
have blighted Caversham, Emmer Green,
Reading and the surrounding area, including
Woodley and Earley, South Oxfordshire and
other parts of Berkshire. This flood-proof
bridge to the east of Reading would be used
mainly for local traffic and would not be part
of a new motorway to the M40.

We call on Oxfordshire County Council,
South Oxfordshire District Council and the
Oxfordshire Local Enterprise Partnership to recognise the benefits to
their communities of a third bridge, and to work with Reading and
Wokingham Councils and the Thames Valley Local Enterprise
Partnership on drawing up agreed plans and a timetable which
would then be the basis of bids for any available Government Funds."

)

Reading Clir Matt Rodda

Oxfordshire councillors of all parties and to listen to their views
when I spoke about local traffic problems and I do hope that views
may be changing on this issue.”

EARLY LEARNING

Nestling in the shadow of The Ridgeway, on the
Oxfordshire/Wiltshire border, lies the village of Ashbury. It is an
attractive place with many thatched cottages and streets with quaint
names from centuries gone by. For me, the most interesting part is
the church, with its Norman foundations. It is a place of friendly
feeling, and a plaque inside may explain why — “Be it remembered
that in the chancel of this church the Rev. Thomas Stock curate of
this parish in the year 1777 opened a Sunday School. This later
became the first of its kind in England to be housed outside the
church in a building of its own, still to be seen near the present
church school.” Wow! — outreach of a very early kind! Apart from
the scriptures, the children learned their “3 R’s” before the arrival of
state education.

Chorus singing was the most attractive thing I remember in my
Sunday school. “Jesus loves me, this I know” and “Wide, wide as
the ocean” still ring in my head today. They can form a firm bedrock
to a Christian faith.

In my children’s generation, syllabuses were used which
combined lessons with a take-home sheet. This formed an extremely
good link between church and home. We often used them at
bedtimes with our children, and I know many other parents did the
same.

But what of nowadays? Many Sunday schools have become very
small, attracting only the children of church members. So many
outside activities take place on Sundays, including sports clubs and
visits to a separated parent. Often it can be impossible to have a
series of lessons — many children never attend two Sundays
running. Some churches manage better, but they are few and far
between.

What is the answer? It has been shown in Caversham that holiday
clubs go well. Lots of spiritual teaching is gently woven with plenty
of fun. It's very hard work for the helpers, but “messy church” and
getling parents involved is a way forward. Weekday evening clubs
can work well in some places.

The youngest generation is so important, and as one who
benefited enormously in younger years — this is a really deep cry
from the heart!

We can’t go back, but think, for a moment, of those eighteenth-
century children learning and enjoying so much - in such simple
ways. Peg Leg
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ADVANCE NOTICE
By popular demand Caversham

Heights Methodist Church are
having another

HOLIDAY at
HOME

Dates are May26th-29th

Details in the next edition of
Caversham Bridge

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to you
monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com giving
your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased
either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

w

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF cLuB

TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00

FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY

12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes
SUNDAY LUNCH
12-3pm
Non-members welcome
Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgoll.co.uk

Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

I=
Specialize in providing high Quality.

SureCareReading

Person centred homecare services and
Live-in packages to the elderly & vulnerable
people at very competitive rates

Ovur services are flexible and focus on Promoting
Independence, Choice and Self-respect

All our staff are:
“* Highly professional
< Extensively vetted
“*  Fully trained
“* Have Enhanced DBS checks

Do call our office for a frlend'ly chat and guidance
onwhat care solution could work for you
Tel: 0118959 5288
W: www.surecarereading.co.uk
E: enquiries@surecarereading.co.uk

dt6 provide car

We are registerad and | P
__services by the Care Quality Commission
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Tel: 0118 9723157
Janet Copp LH.B.C
DSdpﬁﬂﬂmSuﬂngC@m

_ Berks and Oxon Social Care
~ Need companionship or help with
. tasks other than personal care?
Activities such as: )
Shopping, simple meal preparation, respite for carers
Home from hospital help, lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits (help with advocacy), pet care

De-cluttering, re-organising & help with paperwork
Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and CRB
checked. Someone you can trust
Contact Anita to discuss requirements and prices
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: anita.rathgay@gmail.com

We
Pe worfa/l‘de

-
t=slhirts

AND MUCH MUCH MORE......

TEL: 07771 756159 - 07920 017134
Email: sales@wepersonalise4u.co.uk

I o
- SPEEDWELL

Speedwell was an old English way of saying good-bye. It was short for
speed you well — meaning may you prosper. One of the old names for
the Speedwell flower was Farewell, and it has been suggested that the
plants were given this name because they grow along roadsides. Not
surprisingly, given the name, in some parts of the country, bits of the
plant were sewn into clothes; to give protection to travellers.

Another common English name for Speedwell was Bird’s-eye, from
the shape of the flowers, and the fact that many of them have a
concentric ring. Some of the childish superstitions which grew up
around picking the flowers were quite bizarre — birds would come and
peck out your eyes, or your mother’s eyes would fall out. It was also
thought that if you stared at the flowers for too long, you would go
blind.

There are over twenty species of Speedwell growing wild in Great
Britain. Some ‘of them, as farmers and gardeners will know, are common
weeds in gardens, especially in Jawns, and in arable fields. Some will only
grow in dry, sandy soil, like the Breckland Speedwell. Others grow in
water, like the Brooklime, which you find by rivers and streams around
Caversham. The Spiked Speedwell is handsome and rare, and the Rock
Speedwell is rarer still. It grows on limestone in a handful of locations in
the Highlands of Scotland.

As a photograph to accompany this article, I have chosen a picture of

the Slender Speedwell, taken at Easter time on the edge of a golf course
not a million miles from Caversham. Apologies if you have this one as a
pest in your lawn, but I thought that the flowers, with the blue fading
into pale mauve, looked particularly attractive. It was covering a large
area. The plant is not native, and was introduced from northern Turkey
and the Caucasus in the 1830s. It escaped, and is now widespread. In this
country it rarely sets seed, but even very small bits of it will take root
casily, hence its rapid spread. Roy Vickery, in his book, The Oxford
Dictionary of Plant Lore, tells us that it was so common in Shropshire, that
they nicknamed it Everlasting Sin, because it was so attractive, and so
prevalent! .

Speedwells seemed appropriate for this ime of the year, because many
of them will be flowering, and because of their botanical name,Veronica,
making one think of Saint Veronica and the Easter story. I haven't come
across an explanation as to why the name was applied to this particular
genus of plants.

St. Veronica does not appear in the Bible, and there is no carly
documentary evidence for her existence. Her name is said to have been
Berenike, a Greek name which in Latin became Veronica, and it signified
a true image. The story goes that when Christ was on the Via Dolorosa,
Veronica took pity on him, and offered her veil so that he could wipe
off the sweat from his face. Some versions of the story call the cloth a
handkerchief, and some a towel, and some say that Veronica herself wiped
the sweat from Jesus’s face. The miracle was that ever after that, the cloth
carried a true image of the face of Jesus. The original cloth is said to be
preserved in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome, and there are several early
copies of it in different places. And now, for understandable reasons, St.
Veronica is the patron saint of photogmphcr.\ . ...and laundry workers!

Happy Wanderer
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LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM

by Mary Kift

A revised edition

£8.99

Now available at

WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham

Peter Robins |
Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc ‘
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784J

RECONDITIONED
from only £495

(Includes fitting and warranty)

NEW femonly £4495

We Buy Back Stairlifts
Up to £500 paid on Minivator - Acorn - Brooks
(Subject lo survey and age)

FREEPHONE Your Local Specialist on
0800 0920326

=E. H. HAMLEY & SON=

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality

Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

.7 ARUM TREE SURGEONS

) TRE E WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES | " oneo

* Tree removal, tree pruning
* Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work *

» Stump Grinding *

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS - CHAKTERED SURVE YORS
The iogal lem with the international mputaton - £31 101

DO YOU ENJOY THE BULZ & FUN OF AN AUTTION BALEY
DO VOU WATON AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV
DO YOU WANT TO OF CLUTTRA YOUR HOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO Caln?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE ThE EXCITEMENT OF in
AUCTION FOR YOURBELF - LOCALLY

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AY READING AUCTION CENTRE
¢ ANTIGUE FURMITURK & GHATTELS
+ HQUBENOLG & OF FIGE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUPMENT
© GARGEN PLANTS & MACHINLRY
* MOTOR VEWGLE S
ol much mare

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Peabate ¢ Family DhaAon ¢ lnaurence v Ausbion
We would be pleased 10 adviae without obligation
Seo website for fixture list and catalogues
e DM St b 100 0N and subacribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
+44 (0)118 950 8611
Fax: +44 (0)118 950
:

31 Great Knollys Street
Berkshire RG! 7HU




CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448

OR 07815 610 007

CAVERSHAM HEATH

GOLF CLus

A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at
Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are
perfect for any occasion

4 Family Events

¢ Birthday Parties

# Anniversaries

4 Corporate Functions

# Christenings
4 Weddings

4 Funerals

4 Dinner Parties

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamaolf.co.uk
Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

 Full Replacement * Guttering and Downpipe
Repairs ¢ Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for
10 years e Full Public Liability Insured
¢ Police Checked
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978

for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

Your Local Roofing Company
All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

CLUBS

. .
Caversham Heights Society

The Caversham Heights Society held two contrasting meetings during
February, both of which were highly informative. The first talk, by Francis Brown,
was on ‘Computer Security’, a topic very much on the minds of many of our
members given the frequency with Which the media raise the issue, Francis
basically looked at What do the Bad Guys Want and What can we do to stay safe?
Under the first heading he stressed that fraudsters wanted to steal your credit card
information and your email passwords. If they do break into your system they
would disable your computer and then use different means to extract money from
you. The cost of cyber fraud in the UK alone amounts to over £30 billion a year!
Globally it is over a thousand times that. Measures you can take to protect
yourselves are: avoid Scareware; use common sense; keep the software up to
date; keep Adobe up to date; do not allow anyone else access to your password;
your password should be a mixture of at least 8 symbols, a mixture of numbers
and letters; if anything suspicious suddenly pops up either delete it or, if in doubt,
switch off your computer. Whatever you do, do NOT download anything
suspicious. If you fear that you have been attacked then phone 0330 123 2040,
a specialist police number or report it on line to www.actionfraud.police.uk While
many of us were shaken by what Francis had to say we nevertheless felt- we knew
what we had to do to protect ourselves.

Our second speaker took us way back before computers and the internet were
invented. With speed, enthusiasm and humour John Rogers talked about the
History of the Post Office: Kings, Boxes and Dots. Our journey went backwards
from the current largely automated Systems used for sorting the mail to the
beginnings when messages, usually from those connected with the royal court,
were sent by horseback. By the late seventeenth century and during the
eighteenth century missives/letters were sent by stagecoach along certain routes.
The recipient was expected to pay but if the missive could easily be read such
payment was invariably not forthcoming! By the early Victorian period Rowland Hill
and Anthony Trollope suggested that this was inefficient and the sender should
pay. Thus began the system of postage stamps, beginning with the penny black
in. 1840. With improvements in transport, most notably the railway, the postal
system expanded across the country. Trains also enabled the development of
parcel post. By the early twentieth century there were several deliveries a day,
usually between two and eight, though in parts of London there were as many as
24! Apart from delivering mail the Post Office was responsible for telephones [and
boxes], telegrams, stamps and post offices, often in very remote villages. Most
post boxes were placed along strategic routes. Each new monarch, even Edward
VIIIl, had a new set of boxes with their emblem on the front. Sadly some of the
designs leaked and had to be replaced! -During the post-war period the Post
Office had a crucial role to play but because it was labour intensive, costs were
rising, and new automation was being introduced which used dots and bar codes
to simplify the process, its importance has diminished. It is being kept afloat largely
because of junk mail and charity mail but because of increasing competition from
electronic mail as well as private companies it is contracting, especially in rural
areas. The survival of the Post Office wil depend on merging with village stores,
local pubs or even combining with banks to provide a much needed service. All in
all an enthralling evening.

Meetings are held on the first and third Wednesday evenings between
September and April in Caversham Heights Methodist Church hall at 8.00pm.
New members are always welcome. Those interested should contact Jill Hodges
on 959 5307 or via irishjil@southcote.net

Caversham and Chiltern
Flower Club

Caversham and Chiltern Flower Club will be holding a practical session
involving spheres and leaves on 8th April at 7.30pm at the Methodist Church
Highmoor Road Caversham RG4 7BG. Entrance fee £5.50 for visitors. For more
details please contact Shirley Sexton 0118 9412329

Caversham Allotment Association

The next meeting of the Caversham Allotment Association is on Tuesday 14th
April at Church House, Caversham. The speaker will be David Kent who will be
talking about ‘Gardens of the National Trust’, an ideal subject before planning
those days out later in the year. Do please come along. Talk starts at 7.30 and
there are refreshments and a raffle. Entrance is free. Contact Carol Wheeler on
0118 9475802 for further details. Don't forget that Church House now has a lift
which will appeal to all those who were prevented from attending in the past due
to the stairs.

Caversham WI

The speaker’s title was The Dismal Trade which turned out to be anything but
dismal. Mr Adam Miles gave an informative history of funerals from mediaeval
times to the present day with slides and many anecdotes.

The competition, My Favourite Music to be Played at my Funeral proved very
popular with 11 entries varying from classical music to pop tunes. The winner was
Sue Taylor with runners up Monica McMasters and Claire Elliot.

News of forthcoming events was given and a reminder that the Annual Meeting
with a bring and buy, will be our next meeting in March.
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Chazey WI

On the 3rd February members were entertained
by Chris Walton, our local jeweller in Caversham,
talking about his life, doing an apprenticeship and
then opening his shop in 1986.- Snippets of
information were heard, a gold bar weighs eleven
and a half bags of sugarl We looked at various
jewels that he had brought with him and he
explained details about precious stones - we learnt
how to care for and clean our rings and to check
that they are secure in their settings. It was a very
enjoyable talk and members were able to ask
questions afterwards. A vote of thanks was given
by Hilary Morrison followed by refreshments. Our
raffle was won by a guest, Valerie Holden, and the
competition was shared by Carol Briscoe and Tao
Berry. Meetings take place on the first Tuesday in
the month at the Methodist Church Hall, Highmoor
Road, Caversham at 7.45pm and prospective
members are always welcome.

40 Years
experience
behind us

On sigm Optical Ltd ="

All frames include. as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

We make
£18.00 spectacies fo
your
Otherlens supplements from: RSCAY
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00 caniout
repalrs and
Free Quotations with no obligation adjustments
We specialise in complex and difficult
prescriptions . Extremely
competitive
prices |

Qver 162 Just bring in your prescription,

116a Henley Road
Caversham
Reoding

Berkshie.
RG46DH
101189 476 754
T 01189 476 759
onsghtoplicaliblconnect.com

]. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by appointment)
Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

+ 4+ 4+

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701
www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

¥
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Rosehill Wi

President Margaret Pyle gave the usual
warm welcome to all present including four
visitors who, we hope, will become members.
The report of the January meeting was
available for all to read. She then went on to
say that the Centenary Baton would be
handed over to Oxfordshire on Tuesday, 14th
April and asked if anyone wished to attend a
celebratory lunch on the same day. Margaret
then spoke about the forthcoming Council
Meeting at the Hexagon to be held on 20th
April and again asked if any members wished
to attend.

There were walks on the 10th and 24th
February and scrabble sessions on the 11th
and 25th February. Margaret Seal presented
the birthday buttonholes. Treasurer Doris
Goddard thanked everyone who had
contributed to the fund for the emergency
bags for RBH, was pleased to say that a total
of 135 had been delivered to the hospital, and
was hoping for further contributions in order
that more could be sent. Pat Denney had
been in touch with Buscot Ward at RBH and
reported that they are still delighted to receive
cardigans, hats and blankets made by
members, but the design of the hats has been
changed and a pattern will be provided by Pat.

The talk was given by Sally Botwright about
the Gardens of the City of London. Sally is a
Blue Badge Guide and she gave an excellent
talk (with slides) about all the small gardens
within the City of London Square Mile. Sally
said that up to 7% of the area in the square
mile is green, even if this only means a small
pot with a plant in itt Many different livery
companies have their own gardens which are
open to the public. These gardens are very
popular with office workers in the summer
months for relaxation and exercise.

After the talk we had the usual cups of tea,
biscuits, and a raffle.

We meet on the first Wednesday of each
month at 2.00 pm in St Barnabas Church Hall
— why not come along and see us? You would
be made very welcome.

§

2 wete

wewco-operativefuneraicare.co.k

The co-operative funeralcare

oty ;

ew tuneral home is now upen at

Caversha

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 68114{31

CLUBS

Caversham Horticultural Society

Gardeners are invited to the society's first talk of 2015 on Wednesday
April 22nd when Paul Green of Greens Leaves, a specialist plant nursery,
will discuss seasonal plants. Plants will be available for sale, This talk wil
be held at our usual venue, Caversham Primary School, Hemdean Road
starting at 7.45pm. The charge for non members is £3.00. As annual
membership only costs £6.00 (£3.00 for over 60's). Why not join the
society and recoup the admission fee?

Ten days later we will be holding our Spring Plant Sale on Saturday
2nd May which will be held at the Caversham Oakley Road allotments
between 10.00 and 11.30am. Come and stock up from a wide range of
donated plants at bargain prices.

Inner Wheel Club of Caversham
The Inner Wheel Club of Caversham will celebrate its thirtieth charter
year with a special lunch at Caversham Heath Golf Club on the 16th of
April. It was in April 1984 that fifteen wives of Caversham Rotarians met
for the first time to form the club. In the early days, members met in each

. other's houses. However, as the club became established, and as the

numbers grew, a room in the Methodist Church in Highmoor Road was
booked for the monthly meetings. Later, the club moved to a room in
Grace Church, Emmer Green where it still continues to meet. Of the
original fifteen Caversham members, five are still actively involved in the
club.

Inner Wheel began in Manchester in 1923 as a ladies’ club to run
along Rotary lines. It was the inspiration of Margaret Goulding, a trained
nurse who served throughout the First World War. Inner Wheel's initial
objects were twofold - to promote true friendship and to encourage the
ideals of personal service for others. The movement expanded quickly,
initially throughout Great Britain and Ireland and then throughout the
world, so a third objective was added - to foster international
understanding. These are still the three objectives which motivate the
movement.

Since 1967, when Inner Wheel International was formed, it has spread
to over 100 countries, with a membership in excess of 100,000 women.
There are nearly 20,000 members in Great Britain and Ireland. It is one
of the largest voluntary women's movements in the world and all its
activities are carried out in the spirit of friendship and understanding. In
some countries it is one of the few organisations where women can
have an effective voice in society.

Members of the Caversham club meet on the first Thursday morning
of each month and have a full and varied programme of talks,
presentations and projects to help those, frequently from less privileged
countries, who are in need of the basic, material necessities of life.

Caversham Inner Wheel Club is open to all women who are willing to
share its three objectives and who would enjoy meeting other like-
minded women in a relaxed, informal setting each month. If you would
like to learn more about it before making a decision to join, please call
Libby Lowry, the Caversham Club President, who will be very happy to
tell you more about the club and about the Inner Wheel movement.
Libby can be contacted on 0118 9481321 or, if you prefer, you can email
her on libby_lowry@hotmail.co.uk for further information.

Goring, Woodcote & District Lions Club

Following a recent request for help by Helen & Douglas House, the
Lions Club of Goring, Woodcote & District has been pleased to make a
donation of £250 towards the cost of music therapy sessions.

This gift will help provide specialist care for very sick children and
young adults, as well as support for their families. Music therapy plays a
very important part of the holistic care that is provided, offering children
and their families a chance to communicate and express themselves
through music.

Janet Carruzzo, Reading Community Fundraiser for Helen & Douglas
House, said “We would like to thank Goring and Woodcote Lions for
giving us this wonderful donation to help us support terminally il
children, young adults and their families through hospice care, providing
medical, emotional and practical support. As a charity we rely almost
entirely on donations to support our families and we cannot do this
without the help of donations like this.”

To enable this Lions Club to continue to help in fund raising activities
like this we need new young members over the age of 18, from the
Goring, Woodcote and surrounding area.

Just a couple of hours each month are all that is needed from anyone
wishing to get involved.

The Lions invite you to come and meet them for a drink at one of their

B

informal meetings held from 8.00 pm on the
second Monday each month at the Goring
Social Club to find out who they are and what
good things they do.

To make contact please telephone: 0845
833 9837

Email: info@lions-gwd.org.uk

Website: www.lions-gwd.org.uk

Photograph, taken outside the Helen & Douglas
House shop in Caversham, shows the gift cheque
being received by Janet Carruzzo on behalf of the
hospice from (left to right) Derek Robinson, Jon
Solman and Alan Wright representing the local
Lions.

AF. JONES | | BWMDESIGN
L e o Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen Fitting
MAS TER Bespoke Interiors &
MASONS Exteriors
Fully qualified &
Insured
Craftsmen in Stone
Call Philip on
07526 371999
BEDFORD RD PR
READING woodworking
Telephone sl h o
0118 957 3537 i
CAVERSHAM BRIDGE PET CARE

Would you like to have this paper

On holiday, working,
ill or just need help? |

delivered 1o you monthly?

Email os at

DOG WALKING

cavershambridgencws @ gmail.com LOOKING AFTER
Nenaiy ot s e SRS,
: ol RABBITS etc

purchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Ofice,
Charch Street

Let me HELP you
in your home or mine
| 0118 9470187

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors
A Family Owned Funeral Service
Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON. RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

AR/

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED
FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST. 1820
Independent family funeral directors and
monumental masons.

24 Hour assistance

4 Offices with parking
Competitively priced

Flowers by telephone and on-ine
Stone memorials

» Pre-paid funeral plans
Caversham 0118 9477 007
Reading 0118 9573 650
Branches: Bracknel, Henley-on Thames, Wokingham, Thatcham
www.abwalker.co.uk
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BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

* All Gas Work Undertaken « Servicing
* Landlord Safety Certificates » Central Heating
Remove years of sludge which causes your heating system to
underperform or even fail by having a Specialist Power Flush with our
state of the ant Magnetic System

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and

General Household Carpentry

322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021

Caversham

Reading RG4 7NG

www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260
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www.caversham.org uk

Summerfield Care Home

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Kentwood Larden Fervices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

Caversham Clinic -2

‘ C| Cl 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8B =/
T 0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.
Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

N

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk
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Caversham and
beyond.
4 Kidmore Road, Caversham
i b ONE TO ONE
(0118) 947 2164 computer
training

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in {ts own sacure grounds in C

SUMMERFIELD caters for lor for all ages &

Older People 65 years and over, abilities

i  effort is il 2 full qualit .
:?E:;lanl and every effort is made to encourage full quality uUsing your own
SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a fullra computer

and amenities within the Caversham area, whi f

bus service to Reading town centre passes ciose by
SUMMERFIELD is registered with the CQC (Ci
Commission)

All our staff ara experienced care workers and &re trained to
understand the needs of the individual.
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk

Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Gams

NURSING AND HOMECARE

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. 1 "
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8DZ 01 1 8 9476666

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

1" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice

wd, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

25A Kidmore Rog

o 0118 9474848

Quality private dental care for all the family

Pl

Modem Cosmmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening

Easy access and parking

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier,

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guio mece & errs (en6)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | ONI8 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

[m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Cayersham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @jwexeccars.co.uk

Ray Noble

Proprietor

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

Fireplace \33,
Magm‘

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 818
Tel: 0118 9463060

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

~ For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
MOBILE 07768 376210 e
Berks
RG4 7BU
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