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® THE CHILD DIDNT DESERVE TO BE
BURIED ALIVE.

® THE YOUNG MAN HADN’T EARNED HIS
FATAL ROAD ACCIDENT.

® THE FOOTBALLER DIDN'T ASK TO BE
THE ONE STRUCK BY LIGHTNING.

® THE MOTHER HAD DONE NOTHING
’II‘{XIILISEAD HER DAUGHTER OFF THE

® SO WHY SHOULD THESE THINGS
HAPPEN TO THESE PEOPLE ?
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Why ? Why ? the age-long bitterness of anguished Maybe it means there is no God. Maybe it means
mankind. This is where we are banged face to face Jiote Rt imaek. Adin .
with the real heart of life. there is no answer. And yet we are driven to goon

asking Why ? Perhaps in our hearts we want a

We know we have the right to argue with God.
It is part of our human dignity to stand up and different world, a different existence ? A set-up
fight life. When another human being causes
suffering, especially innocent suffering, we want to
nail him. When we think a heartless God is suffer ? But suffering is part of the stuff of life.
responsible we want to nail him too.

where there is no suffering ? Or where only the guilty

Without it the best in human nature is never tested.

Bereavement —CERTAINLY WITHOUT SUFFERING LOVE
The cancer. The devastating bereavement. WOULD DIE, AND THAT’S A POINT WORTH
The heartbreak. Why does he allow it ? THINKING ABOUT.

Why doesn’t he do something ? Why ?

A hardened crook of our time schooled‘
himself to hate everyone. He never felt pity
or sorrow. He never suffered.

P ponnnooonoonnonooonoononooonooononooonooooon

A bereaved mother was told by her doctor
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as she tried to find a new life, “ You will often [
get hurt, because you love so deeply.” 1&
LOVE AND SUFFERING ARE %
PARTNERS. 0
AND TO BE A PARTNER WITH LOVE, G
SUFFERING HAS TO BE HAPHAZARD, ™
NOT DOLED OUT TO THOSE WHO =
DESERVE IT. @]
To cry “ Why ? ” for a different world is to i
cry for-chaos. It is also a frantic attempt to ~ [w]
escape from the world we’re lumbered with. %
. . L)

Realistic E

-

Christianity is realistic about this world %
and about suffering. Christianity isn’t (=]
finished by suffering; it begins with it, ,E
because it begins with God really being (]
nailed. [w]
. (=]

Jesus nailed to a cross. [m]
God on the receiving end of life. %

A SUFFERER LIKE THE REST OF Ig
Us AND INNOCENT AS WELL. %
SUFFERING NOT BECAUSE ]
SUFFERING IS GOOD IN ITSELF, [m]
BUT BECAUSE SUFFERING AND (]
LOVE ARE PARTNERS, AND NO ONE =
WOULD WANT A WORLD WITHOUT L[;j
LOVE. %
L]
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FAMINE
IN

BIHAR

WE LIVE in a time when we
read almost daily about some
calamity — about a war, about
some natural disaster, about
social upheavals and tensions.
Usually the problems present
themselves at such a scale that
we seem completely helpless.
Qince we see no way of doing
something of real consequence

we have become more or less
numb if we read that thou-
sands are killed—or that
millions may starve. Indeed
these are magnitudes beyond
our comprehension, and vet

each of us can help in some
way.
One of us has just returned

from India and has seen the
situation at first hand. The
other was reading, some

months ago, an article, “Famine
Closing in on the Landless in
India.” before sitting down to
the evening meal with his wife
and three children.

After having had Grace and
having begun to eat, it suddenly
overcame him how he would
feel if his family were not only
hungry that night but would
move {owards a slow and pain-

ful death through starvation.
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NATIONAL COLLEGE OF
HEALTH LTD.
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We welcome all
readers’ letters at

Christian News Ltd.,
319, Gazette
Buildings,
Corporation Street,
Birmingham 4.

Would any person in India
feel differently ? This experi-
ence was quickly counteracied
by the thought that millions
of tons of foodstufls would be
necessary to help and that he
obviously could do mothing.
But somehow this thought did
not touch the heart.

How can we who call our-
selves Christians take our meal
in His spirit without having
stretched out our hand to
help those who might have no
meal today unless we give
something 2 Jesus blessed the
widow who gave a small coin
because it came from her heart
and because it was the best she
could do—he did not ask how
much suffering could be allevi-
ated with it.

What is required in the
world today is a personal con-
cern for those in need. Let us
sit down at the table with the
knowledge that we have put a
small coin in our brother’s
hand before enjoying our meal.
The six months ahead will be
the most critical for millions
of people in Bihar. Five shil-

lings a month will give milk
to two children, one pound a
month will give enough food to
live on for one person in the
countryside of  Bihar, five
pounds a month will allow a
whole family of five to survive
the critical months.

Can you help? If you can,
send your contribution or
pledge for each month to Fred
Blum, c/o Christian Aid, 10,
Eaton Gate, London, S.W.1,
with your first cheque or
money order made out to
Christian Aid. Your contribu-
tion will go through Christian
Aid channels to the Bihar
Relief Committee in Patna.
The Committee will use it for
specific villages in such a way
that you will know whom you
are helping. We will take care
of all contacts and inform you
what is bappening to the
people who receive your help in
order to establish as close 2
relationship as possible.

Donald Groom

Fred Blum

Religions
made
by man

1 READ WITH interest the
“Topic of the Month” article.

Before ever the knotty prob- ing Across the Border-
Jems that separate Roman

Catholics and other Christians
can be solved, all of them must
realise that no one however
high, and in whatever church
is infallible, only God.

When each and every indi-
vidual, in each and every
church bows to God, and not
man-made gods, then indeed
will you all be united. When
each questions, and listens to
his own heart which is God’s

voice, and acts accordingly,
then will we be united as one
family.

The problem is man; his
inability to trust God. He must
cling like a drowning man to
man-made religions of this
world. He must have human
hands to hold. He is like Peter
afraid to walk on the sea of
life. He has no faith in God,
and that is why we make 50
much of man-made pomp to
hold us up like cripples in a
sinking ship.

THOSE READERS who have followed our recent articles and correspon-

ience about psychical phenomena may be interested in
book*, containing selected extracts from spiritualistic

a recently published
literature arranged SO

as to endorse truths of the Nicene Creed. We print two of these extracts. The
first speaks of the death and atoning work of Christ.

Psychic work '
endorses truth
of a Creed

“Try and keep quite
clearly in your mind
what our Lord’s atone-
ment really was, and
what it was not. The
atonement was the
expression through
Christ of the love of the
Father even unto death,
for every human soul.
It enables us to draw
nearer to the Father
than was possible before
Christ died. But this is
a great mystery which
you cannot fully under-
stand. By assuming the
human form, Christ
gave the  crowning
dignity to humanity and
so caused an at-one-
ment between us and
God. Now that this at-
one-ment  is accom-
plished by Christ, the
Holy Spirit can take
complete possession of
the heart, and by filling
it with the Divine
Presence gradually
purify it from sin. It
was to bring us into
this  soul-union that
Christ lived and died.

“But Christ’s death
does not remove the
effects of sin from any
human being. Direct,
deliberate sin has far-
reaching consequences,
stretching into eternity,
and the evil must be
undone and the soul
make restitution itself
for the evil done in the
body. God loves the
sinner; God forgives the
sinner but as a man
sows, so must he reap.
Christ does mot bear
away the consequences
of man’s sin; every man
must bear the result of
his own sin here or
hereafter.”

(Extract from “Speak-

“ Coming nearer
to our father”

Line’—Charles Taylor).

In the second extract
the Apostle John de-
scribes the disciples’ ex-
perience of Jesus’ risen
appearance in the Upper
Room. :

“We shrank back
now, appalled, and on
our return called all the
band together to consult
what He would have us

(Extract - from *“ The
Book of Preparation
for the Coming Light”
received in automatic
writing by the late
medium, R.M.T. — Skef-
fington.)

* “A  Faith for the
New Age” by David
Vaughan, to be pub-
lished by the Regency
Press, London, at 25/-,
in September.

FINE
MUSIC

DUE AT
HEREFORD

This year's Three Cholrs
Festival will be held in Here-
ford Cathedral from Sunday to
Friday, September 3 fo 8, when
the festival conductor will- be
Mr, Richard Lloyd, organist of
Hereford, and the associate
conductors, Dr. Herbert
Sumsion, retiring organist of
Gloucester, and Mr. Christopher
Robinson, organist- of ‘Wor-
cester.

The guest conductor will be )

Adrian Boult, and the
include Haydn'’s
“Nelson Mass,” the Verdi
“Requiem,” the first perfor-
mance of “The Annunciation,”
by Bernard Naylor, Honegger's
“King David” and Bruckner’s
«Mass in F Minor.” The festival
will close with Elgar's “Dream
of Gerontius,” sung by Ronald
Dowd, Roger Stalman and the
international contralto, Janet
Baker, who earlier in the festi-
val will sing the Brahms “Alto
Rhapsody.”

Sir
major works

.
City Temple
A Presbyterian, the Rev.
Kenneth Slack, has accepted
an invitation to be minister of
the City ‘Temple—a Congrega-
tional Church in the City of

London.
The Church’s last minister
came from the Church of

Canada. Previously Dr. Leslie
Weatherhead, a Methodist,

occupied the pastorate.

do. Some were incredu-
lous, saying we were
distraught by grief and
had imagined all; so
were we talking each to
others when 2 hush was
felt and, turning, each

one saw Him in the
midst.
“1 fell before Him,

prostrate at His feet.
Gently He raised me up
saying, ‘John, I am
here” All came around
Him then in wonder and
new hope and adoration.
Only one was not with
us, and the story oft is
told how Thomas could
not believe our talk of
His appearance till He
came again. Calmly He
gave us words of cheer
and comfort; soon we
were once more left
alone and knew not
when nor where He
passed. Thus were we
healed of that first black
despair, gently and
quietly reassured by
Him that He was with
us still and ever would
be so.”

1 wonder how many of us
could walk to Jesus across the
sea with complete faith, trust-
ing in his infallibility.

Mrs. 1. DiMascio,
10, Whitehouse Common Road,
Sutton Coldfield,
Warks,

Newsom
and a Youth
Service

1 WAS RATHER disappointed
to see that the “Christian
News” did mot live up to its
normal high standard — due I

feel to less than adequate Te-
search.

On the front page the New-
some Report is mentioned. I
presume you mean the New-
som (no “E") Report—"“Hall

Our Future.” Page three con-
tains an article on the subject
of bridging the gap.

Had Newsom been studied it
would have become obvious
that an integral part of this
preparation for the world of
work is co-operation with and
the assistance of the Youth
Employment Service—yet no-
where is there any mention of
this aspect. This does less than
justice to the excellent work
done by the service in this field.

AP.

(Name and address supplied).
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The Wit of the Church
— compiled by Michael
Bateman - and Shirley
Stenning. Leslie Frewin
16s.

This is Christmas—or
birthday present
material. There are some

magnificent bits in it
Perhaps not enough
Montgomery Campbell

and two and a half pages
too much . of the Rev.
Peter Harvey—but that’s
splitting a gnat. You'll
give hours of chortle to
your friends when you
send them this. Read it
and chortle yourself
before you parcel it up.

*

Saints in Folklore—by
Christina Hole. G. Bell
and Sons, 15s.

Another possible for a
present. Christina Hole
looks at ten saints as far
apart as St. Catherine of
Alexandria and St
Oswald of Northumbria.
Personally I reckon it's as
hard to write about
saints as it is to co-star
with a child actor, but
Miss Hole manages ex-
tremely well. She’s per-
haps a little uncritical of
“facts” like “The right
arm (of Oswald) that
Aidan had blessed Te-
mained uncorrupted and
for a long time it was
kept in a silver shrine at

Bamborough . . . what be-

By Peter Croft

came of it eventually is
unknown” but then this
is a book about folklore

.and folklore moulds his-

tory as much as facts do.
The most formative
“fact” we know about
George Washington is
lthat he could not tell a
ie.

it

Portrait of County Dur-
ham by Peter A. White.
Robert Hale, 25s.

All the books in this
series make good pre-
sents in preparation for
travelling round England
next year. The North
East has a thin time of it
when it comes to pub-
licity, so it's good 1o
see someone filling the
gap. This is the latest
addition to the “Por-
trait” series. It’s plea-
santly written and a
mine of information, but
who chose the illustra-
tions?

I'm all for Billingham
town centre—as well as
Raby Castle—and all for
Consett Iron Works as
well as the waterfalls of
the Tees Valley but I'm
partisan enough to
wonder why so many pic-
tures give the impression
that the sun never shines
here. But it’s a grand
book, It’s a grand county-

A
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MARRIAGE TODAY

is more popular than

ever, and it starts
st e S B e
earlier. A young

ol S il e T

marriage may hope

to last between
e S

45 and 50 years or

more and will often

suffer strains and

stresses unknown to previous generations.

In these circumstances there may be a

tendency for divorce to go on increasing.

It is therefore more urgent than ever that

the work of the National Marriage Guidance

Council should expand and receive more

public support.
R e 2V

WHAT ARE THE FACTS?

In 1966 nearly 17,000 marriages sought the help
of Marriage Guidance Councils (over 65,000 coun-
selling interviews were given) and the future of over
24,000 children under 16 was threatened by the
break-up of these marriages. The unhappiness stem-
ming from these statistics is unimaginable.

And yet, as the Law Commission reported recently,
“One of the criticisms frequently heard about
divorce in this country (as opposed to criticism of
p;arriculor grounds of divorce) is that a dispropor-
tionate amount of public money is spent on dissolv-
ing marriages in comparison with the small sum
spent on marriage guidance and conciliation. We are
impressed by the work undertaken by marriage
guidance agencies in preparing young couples for
marriage and hope that they will be enabled to ex-
tend the scale of their operations.”

ROBIRCH

FAMOUS OVER A CENTURY
for

PIES, SAUSAGES AND
COOKED MEATS

BIRMINGHAM’S LARGEST
HOTEL GROUP -

ACCOMMODATION FOR 500 NIGHTLY

ARDEN AA*& *RAC

MIDland 1029

COBDEN

EDGbaston 6621

NORFOLK

EDGbaston 0870
Conference enquiries to the Manager or EDGhaston 8061

Many bedrooms with private toilet and bath or shower
Bed and breakfast 30/- to 55/-

In the beginning

The need for marriage guidance was there in rising
war-time divorce figures, unhappy homes and the
long trail of misery and waste that spread out from
them. A handful of people started an idea to cope
with all this, to prevent it and to rebuild the security
of a happy home when it is threatened.

Who were they, the founders? They were doctors,
clergy, social workers, psychologists and lawyers. To-
gether they produced the movement that now helps
many thousands of people every year before and
after marriage by personal contact and thousands
more through its publications. There are 117 Mar-
riage Guidance Councils and over 1,000 Counsellors.

NOwW

Marriage Guidance Councils offer four services:

1. Private counselling for people who have
difficulties or anxieties in their marriage or in
other personal relationships.

2. Discussions with small groups of young
people or with engaged and young married
couples.

3. Publication of non-technical, but authoritative
and practical booklets on a wide variety of
topics connected with marriage and family
life. )

4. Co-operation with professional people and
social workers in related fields. Courses and
conferences are organised for teachers, clergy,
youth leaders and others at their request.

Team work

Counsellors are men and women, mostly in early
middle-age who have been selected for their special
aptitude for this delicate and responsible job. Only
about half of those who volunteer are accepted ot
the formidable selection process. Most have had ex-
perience of some kind of social work. Some are doc-
tors, some nurses, some teachers, some were profes-
sional social workers before their marriage. They are
new to this kind of work. All of them share two things
—a deep concern for human happiness and a confi-
dent belief in the supreme importance of marriage
and family living.

From the start of the movement.counsellors have
been helped and supported by professional men and
women who contribute their own professional skill
where it is needed. © This team-work between the
volunteer and professional has immense advantages.
It is extremely economical and yet it is truly respon-
sible — and so it needs to be, considering how much
is at stake.

Marriage Counsellors do not visit people, save in
exceptional circumstances. They do not approach
anyone at the request of a third party. All interviews
are, of course, completely confidential; they are also
friendly, frank and unhurried. There cannot be quick,
off-the-cuff solutions to human problems—certainly
not to marriage difficulties.

Discussion

Counsellors are not just concerned with marriage
problems. The work which they undertake with young
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people in schools and youth clubs and with engaged
couples is expanding rapidly. Their real aim is to try
to help young people to understand themselves and
their relationships with others by giving them the
opportunity to discuss personal matters which con-
cern them in an easy, relaxed atmosphere.

The counsellor’s job is to introduce a discussion
not to give a talk and to help the group feel secure
enough to talk about such things as boy-girl rela-
tionships, difficulties with parents, drugs, sex, reli-
gion — in fact anything which immediately concerns
or worries them.

In 1966 nearly 7,000 sessions of this kind were
held in schools and colleges at the invitation of the
head teacher — 2,000 more than in the previous
year.

Urgent need

Men and women are urgently needed to offer their
services as counsellors. Anyone interested in obtain-
ing further information about the work is asked to
write to the secretary of their nearest Marriage
Guidance Council (or to the National Marriage
Guidance Council at 58 Queen Anne Street, London,
W.1.), asking for the leaflet "Notes for Prospective
Counsellors."”

Volunteers are first sponsored locally. Then they
attend a two-part national selection procedure and
then, if accepted a basic training after which they
work under supervision.

Tough going, you may think, but after all, only the
best is good enough when caring for marriage.

GETTING MARRIED SOON?
A special feature for engaged couples is inside.
If you're planning the date of your wedding,
“Topic of the Month” on the back page will be of
particu!zr interest to you.
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FOLLOW
THE SIGNS

If you can . . . says

Jack Watson

TRAVELLING WESTWARD-HO on a holiday
Saturday is seldom a particularly quick or pleasant
experience. It usually takes at least two days of
one's holiday and more cream teas than is good for the
waistline to get over it and recover one’s good temper.
The alternatives aren't particularly inviting —it’s
either the main road crawl or the country lane switch-
back. One gambles on extra-wide loads or full-bagged

- e TR S

I've never known quite what 'm supposed t? do
when I see “ Danger, Low Flying Aircraft.”

AS A WRITER I sometimes feel quite green
with envy at the literary potential enjoyed by

most parish priests.

To have at one’s command

a monthly space in which to write and publish
just what one pleases without having to pass the
eagle, circulation-jaundiced eye of the profes-
sional editor seems like the writer’s Nirvana. Not
for the parish priest the dreaded “Readers’

Letters” column !

Admittedly,
some parish
p u b lications
may go
straight from
letter-box to
dustbin  un-
opened and
others may
prove just

My
dear

cows lumbering from pastures to milking shed.

The road departments do |
their best, of course. And |
given you don’'t expect
Sennen Cove to be indicated
fmmediately you creep out\
of Plymouth, the sign
posting isn't bad.

That doesn’t
can’'t go wrong.
them get so complicated.
It's the ones just before
roundabouts that fool me—
the ones with about ten
exits. The signs look like
modern - art cart- wheels,
spokes at all angles.

In between missing the
idiot who sneaks up on
the inside and manoeuv-

to what you hope
1t lane, you take
k at the sign
alculate the
to be yours.
n as not you end
g down a blind
ind the civic

mean you
Some of

€ r
seventh

road
behind

you
after

and

FATALIST
One tries to keep a se

of

really I
r known quit
supposed to do v
anger Low Flying

2 can try crouching a
little lower over the wheel
aircraft

spotters at

all windows.
But I'm enough of a fatalist
to think that such precau-
tions will help little if a
plane should choose that
particular moment to hurtle
off the runway at hedge-top
level.

Should one edge for-
ward at a nervous five
miles an hour, ears and
eyes alert, or make a dash
for it at 60 m.p.h. and hope
the beggar will miss?
And then there’s Road
Liable to Subside. Apart
from throwing off all the
luggage to lighten the
load one is at a loss for a
sensible precaution.

It's probably too pedantic
to worry about punctuation
on road signs but I've en-
joyed many an ironic grin
at the warning Slow Men At
Work. And one local
authority with something of
a youth problem, it seems, |
had set up the gruesome |
announcement ‘“Dangerous

Children Crossing.” Specu-
lation on that was good for
at least 20 miles. |

IN CORNWALL ITSELF I
HAVE FOUND THE CELTIC |

GIFT FOR UNDERSTATE-
M ENT IRRESISTIBLE. |
AFTER EXCRUCIATING

MILES OF HAIRPIN BENDS
AND STEEP LEFT-HAN-
DERS THAT SEND PAS-
SENGERS ROLLING FROM
SIDE TO SIDE LIKE
STORM BILGE IN A CABIN
CRUISER, ONE COMES
ACROSS A PATHETIC
LITTLE SIGN POKING ITS
HEAD OUT OF THE HEDGE
PROCLAIMING TO THE
WORLD — BEND. WHO'D
HAVE GUESSED ?

124,

WHY NOT JOIN

THE LARGEST
MARRIAGE BUREAU

Write free interview Birmingham, Liverpool,
Manchester or London

HEATHER JENNER

NEW BOND
MAYfair 9634

STREET, W.L.

the right
thickness to
go under the
short leg of
the TV set,
but many will
be read and their mes-
sage got across. And if
the readers disagree with
the views expressed there
is nothing they can do

friends. ..

dance at the social on
Saturday.

I will not linger long
upon the subject of the
“Theological” letter—like

about it. the rest of the parish-
Well, up to now they ioners I find it a little
couldn’t. Some local above my head....

Now we come to the
last category — the “Fire

newspapers have taken to
extracting the more juicy

and controversial points and Brimstone” letter.
of parish news and dis- Manna  to the hungry
seminating them to a maw of the poaching
wider readership and at Press. This priest is
the same time providing permanently * unhappy

the parishioners with the with the status quo—here

use of the “Readers’ in the parish, in Vietnam
Letters” facilities of the or Rhodesia or any part
newspaper in which to of the world.

reply to their vicar. He tells us so often that

the world is heading for
disaster that the urge is
not to rush to church and
pray to the Glory of God
but to head for the
nearest lake and end it all
here and now. Qur youth,

The priest who addres-
ses his parishioners as
“Dear Friends” and then
proceeds to lambast them
as irreligious pleasure-
loving heathen because
they go out in their car

on a Sunday instead of Wwe learn, are corrupt, our
attending his church hag Wworkers are idle and
better watch out for Dleasure sceking, the
repereussions. television is depraved.-
< ; Qur books are porno-

Any study of vicars graphie, our painters
letters will soon show paint ugly pictures and

that they can be roughly as for the music...

divided into three cate- Well!l ...
gories. “The Homely,” Even the Bishops and
“The Theological” and Administraiors do not
“The Fire and Brimstone.” escape; they are ceither
moving forward too fast
The Homely letter or clinging to old-
emphasises the gentle fashioned ideas and cus-

family spirit of the parish toms.

community. It thanks One can only envy the
the ladies’ sewing circle . [, 5eh priest his space in
for repairing the cas- which to write s
socks; the men’s group

hindered by the neces-
sity of pleasing a hard-
boiled editor with a con-
stant eye upon his circu-
lation.

Is it too much to hope
that one day a priest may
find space to allow his
parishioners to express
THEIR views — even if
they disagree with their
parish priest ?

ERIC KING

for cutting the church-
yard hedge and is happy
to record that Mrs. Smith
has now quite recovered
from her operation. It
dwells lightly upon the
dry-rot in the vestry
floor and the wheezing
noises from the organ but
does not labour them. It
generates an aura of
goodwill to all men and
hopes for a good atten-

GOING TO
COLLEGE

FRANK MILES OFFERS

A POINT OF VIEW FOR

NEW STUDENTS AND THEIR PARENTS

SEPTEMBER. For most children, for a lot of years,
it means getting back to school after the long summer
holiday. Then, suddenly, the pattern is broken. Lots
of young people are away to work.

For others, the pattern
changes in a different way.
The end of school days
marks the beginning of a
time at college .or univer-
sity. Trunks are packed,
clothes chosen, travelling
arrangements made, books
bought. It is an exciting
time. |

And yet it is an anxious
time too. Young people can
be anxious about their new
environment. “Will I fit in?”
“Shall I be able to manage
away from home?” “Will the
course be too hard for me?”
And parents share the
anxiety too. They have
cared for their child for 18
years or so. They are
naturally apprehensive —
and in a way saddened—as
he strikes out into life very
much on his own, and away
from the environment
which has moulded him for
so long.

CONFUSING

The new student may be
training to be a teacher or
engineer, he may be under-
going a less specific train-
ing and taking a degree in
an arts or scientific subject:
but all students, regardless
of their course, are ventur-

|ing into a new and often

confusing world. This world
of new ideas, new opinions,
new responsibilities, oppor-
tunities, relationships and
choices provides the setting
for their studies—but, more
important, it provides the
opportunity for their growth
into adulthood.

Everything — opinions,
morality, faith, politics, in-
terests, is in the melting
pot, and open to discussion.
Most young people will have

their foundations shaken ag
they find many of their
ideas and assumptions ques-
tioned and challenged by
people from entirely dif-
ferent  backgrounds and
with entirely different ideas.
And this shaking of the
students’ foundations is
good. It forces him to make
decisions, and mistakes, for
himself, to form his own
opinions.

This is growing up, learn-
ing to be men and women
in their own right—and not
mere echoes of the attitudes
of their parents, neighbour-
hood and friends. The grow-
ing up, the new-found in-
dependence accounts for
students’ long hair and un-
conventional clothes and
behaviour, even rudeness,
for the ways and habits of
their family.

STRUGGLE
Parents can often be
upset and infuriated by
their student sons and

daughters who seem to be
irresponsible, wasting their
opportunity, breaking
family tradition and mak-
ing exhibitions of them-
selves. Yet it is all part of
the young person’s struggle
to become a person in their
own right and not merely a
pale reflection of Dad!

There is real cause for
worry when young people
show mno sign of change,
experiment or rebellion dur-
ing their college days. They
are missing out on the
opportunities to begin
growth into adulthood that
student life can give.
There’s more to a student’s
training than learning to
do a job!

fund raising
greeting cards
hurvy timeis short

So send NOW for our full colour Catalogue of Christ-
mas cards, decorations, calendars and stationery
and you will still have time to make £££’s for
YOUR Organisation before the end of the

season because the quality of our goods

is so high, and the prices so moderate,

that selling them is both pleasant

and easy. We are at your service,

do let ushelp you with your fund

raising efforts. Fill
coupon below and post
this to us without delay
and we will send
Catalogues and
literature by

return,
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A BIT THIN

If you think your “Caversham Bridge” is a bit thin this
month, you must blame the Editor for having a holiday.
That, however, is only half the story. When we launched
the “Caversham Bridge” we aimed at producing six pages
of our own material each month. But we soon felt the
need to give our readers more and we have not suffered
from lack of material — so since February last year the
paper has been larger than when it was launched.

But the Editorial Board were recently told that they
would have to pay nearly £100 a year more for the eight
outer pages of “National Christian News.” We arc reluc-
tant to increase our price, which unlike many papers, has
been unchanged for three years. The only alternative,
therefore, is occasiomally to give our readers a smaller
edition. And since this number has had to be produced in
a rush after returning from holiday, the Board hopes that
our readers will be indulgent and not mind fewer pages
for once We shall be returning to our normal size next

. Do
dledlg it
Lol

TALKING POINT

The Rev. David Clift writes:

«No letlers.” This is one request I cannot casily understand.
For myself, the 300 letters 1 have received since Mary's death have
been one of my chief sources of strength and inspiration. There
were many people who wrote simply to say that they cowld find
no words to express their feelings. I understood the [eeling of
inadequacy. But some there were, more at home perhaps with the
pen, who wrote at greater length and so distilled somelhing of
what Mary's friendship had meant to them and would always
mean.

These writers were able to share their [eelings with me and
I was supporled by this bond. Each letter, long or short, brought
home to me a little more the meaning of the words, “the fellow-
ship of suffering.” Those who wrote wanted to share mine and by
this means did indeed take some from me. For all the letters,
for all offers of practical help, I am deeply grateful.

I was talking recently to the Health Visitor about Joann@, say-
ing how she had been too young to grieve openly at her mother’s
death and how I hoped the long-term effects would not be too
severe. After some discussion, she said: “And how about you?
You must feel so bitter.” It is a matter of the most profound
thankfulness to me that during all this sad time I have never felt
the slighlesl trace of bitterness, I have felt in full force and in
confusing waves many 0f the other emotions that swamp the be-
reaved, but I have not fell bitter. I cdn only say, with humble
acceptance that is nolt mere resignation, that my faith,
together with the support and prayers of so many, many people,
are enabling me to face the future with peace of mind and with
confidence. The workings of the divine economy are painjully
strange and bewildering, but I do not doubt the truth or the
wisdom o/ God.

I have been worried about the effect Mary's death might have
on the faith of some people, 1 know of one person who Alosl h'er
Jaith ajter hearing the news; she has since won back to it again,
perhaps to a different sort of faith mow. I have hoved L{xat the
public words of Donald Tytler, Nicolas Stacey, John Gmnwm?c
and Frank Mussel (Mary's father) would help others as they did
me to think positively about this death in the way that Christians
should.

It is not right to spend much time brooding on the past and on
disappointed hopes. There is no better antidote to such an
attitude than an active two-year-old. Joanna is @ constant source
of delight and inspiration. It has made things easier too that we
are in new surroundings, with a house. to make into a home and
a garden to improve and that I have a new and exciting job to do.

To friends in Caversham I would like to say this: please
write if you feel like it and if you ever have the opporlunity,
please come and see us at Arley.

FAREWELL
DOREEN

We are very sorry to be
losing one of our favourite
shopkeepers. Miss
Richardson, or Doreen as
she is known to her
customers, has given the
people of Caversham very
good service for several
years. Always anxious to
please, she would reserve
wool as long as required,
exchange wunused ounces
and—like so many Caver-
sham shopkeepers — was
ever ready with advice. It
was no unusual thing to
see her demonstrating a
particular stitch to a pros-
pective customer; need-
less to say, there was very
little she didn’t know
about the goods she sold.

We shall, of course,
welcome the dry-cleaning
service and the extension
of the launderette which
will replace her shop. But
Caversham will not be
quite the same without
Doreen and her shop. She
is going to live in Pang-
bourne but says she hopes
to be in Caversham from
time to time and is look-
ing forward to seeing her
old customers whenever
she is here. Our very best
wishes go with her on her
retirement, and our
thanks for the excellent
service she has given us.

i~

CAVERSHAM DRAMA

presents

THE LADY'S NOT
FOR BURNING
ST. ANDREW’S HALL

SEPTEMBER 14, 15, 16
7.45 p.m.
TICKETS 3/6
from
71, PRIEST HILL
(Tel. 71777)

~d

ECUMENICAL
ELM

The severe slorm on Sunday
afternoon, June 25, brought a
large branch down from the big
elm tiree in the corner ‘of St.
Peter's Churchyard. The War-
ren Road was blocked for a
short time.

The tree was later found to be
unsafe and was cut down. Miss
Norah Allden, a member of St.
Peter's congregation, who lives
close by, is a physical education
officer in Reading schools.

On hearing that the tree was
unsafe she contacted the Rector
and, with his approval and the
ready co-operation of the
Borough Surveyor's staff, the
trunk was taken to the playing
Jields of the English Martyrs
School, where it will be a source
of pleasure and exercise to
many children as they clamber
over it,

TOXAEMIA
RESEARCH FUND
£185
has now been subscribed
to this fund in memory of

CAVERSH.
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SEPTEMBER ARRIVALS | ST. JOHN'S

As announced earlier, the Rev. John Crowe arrives in Caver-
sham during September in succssion to the Rev. David Clift as a
member of the staff of Caversham Parish. But he will not be a
bachelor curate for long, as he recently announced his engage-
ment to Miss Una McCloskey, whose home is at Wolverhampton.
They hope to be married shortly after Christmas.

Mr. Crowe will have a special responsibility for youth work
and in particular hopes to develop on an ecumenical basis the
youth stewardship work initiated by the Rev. David Clift. He
will also be helping with the production of the “Caversham
Bridge.” He will be working in all parts of the parish of Caver-
sham and moves into the Rectory Flat on September 6. His
fiancee has worked wilth him in Wolverhampton for Christian
Aid Week,

SCOUT CAMP

|
! For their summer camp
| this year eight Scouts and
two Scouters travelled by
{car to a small farm or
| Craig - Cfn - Parc. near
| Swansea. The journey
down was in brilliant
sunshine and after erect-
ing the camp we made
for the Gower coast for a
swim, full of anticipation
|of a fine sunny holiday.

This was not be; on Mon-
day it started to rain and
continued with a few short
interruptions until Thurs-
day and again on Saturday.
We listened to the weatt
| forecasts telling of fine
| weather in the south east

| whilst we sheltered in a
| barn to avoid being
| drenched or, more often,

whilst drying
last soaking.

out after the

{  We were very fortunate
in being able to use the
barn for cooking and eating
inasmuch this made life far
easier — even Train lcoks
better on a full stomach.

In the scattered dry spells
we managed to visit several
of the beaches in the Gower
and Mumbles area, and on
one very wet day we visited
the Swansea Valley caves
near Abercrave. We also
visited Ferryside, which we
were advised was a very
good cockle area — after
digging for nearly half an
hour in driving rain, we
returned to the cars with
our catch — one solitary
cockle.

We got up on Sunday
amidst mist and drizzle for
the return journey and as
we crossed the Severn
bridge the sun shone
prilliantly—some might say
mockingly !

B.W.G.

Mary Clift.

TELEPHONE: 54140

Pictures : Prints :
and Restoring :
Materials : Letraset
Stockist :
Penguins :

Christmas Cards

up to 31st October)

TELEPHONE: 54140

READING FINE ART
GALLERY LTD.

81, LONDON STREET, READING

Framing

Artists

Art Books and

Greetings and

(10% Reduction on all Christmas card purchases over 10/-

READING FINE ART GALLERY LTD.
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Est. 1838

Haslam & Son

R. J. Garlick, F.RICS, F.AL
F.A.L

P H. Mann, F.RIC.S.
R. H. Mann, M.A., F.R.LC.S.,

House, Land and Estate Agents

Auctioneers Valuers

*

38c, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM
TELEPRONE: READING 72325
also at 156. Friar Street. Reading Telephone 54271/2
77. Oxford Road. Reading. Telephone 53739

S. C. Short, F.LAS, F.AL

WALTER DAVIS & SON (Builders) Ltd.

BUILDERS, DECORATORS & PLUMBERS
64, ST. PETER’S ROAD,

READING
Telephone 61649
CURTAINS PELMETS

John Kitcher & Son Lid.

LOOSE COVERS
Telephone 72306

FITTED CARPETS
5a, CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM

PLATTS HOME COOKED HAM

49, Donkin Hill
Phone 72175

369 Gosbrook Road
Caversham

or

Spirella
MADE TO MEASURE
FASHION FOUNDATIONS. SWIMSUITS. SKIRTS. SLACKS
MATCHING KNITWEAR AND BLOUSES
MRS. V. FLETCHER
The Salon
5, CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 72414 — after 5 p.m. 71719

September 4.

The usual Dedication

the College of Preachers.

taking to God, and make a
Him of this undertaking.

observed last year as on that night the Parish S

MICHAELMAS ORDINATION

The Rev Colin Scott-Dempster will be ordained priest
in Oxford Cathedral on Sunday, September 24, at 10 a.m. Church Council for some time.
It is hoped that many members of the parish will be able _.commendation of the Finance Committee that the
to be present. Anyone wishing to have a ticket should parish should inform the diocese that it would be unable
apply to the Rector not later that 9 a.m. on Monday,
He will celebrate the Eucharist
time at 8.15 p.m. on the feast of St. Michael and All
Angels. Please support him by your prayers, and presence paid last year.
if possible on these two occasions. It is good to record growth in population on Cav
that Mr. James Swift has been accepted for ordination committee was asked to look into ‘this matter at their
meeting and make some recommendation about the
It was also agreed that the revised

for the first

and has started his training at Ripon Hall

DEDICATION FESTIVAL
Festival Evensong was not Assembly, should be broug
tewardship but the Rector was asked to meet with each district com-
service was held in the Town Hall. This year we revert pnittee to consider the details, and the matter will be
to the practice of our combined Evensong in St. Peter’s on . gyrther discussed at the next meeting on October 25.

Sunday, October 1, at 6.30 p.
Rev. Cleverley Ford well-known for his pioneer work with

m. The preacher will be the

And it will be the occasion

when all throughout the parish who are helping with
Key Fortnight can come together to commend this under-

common act of dedication to

NEWS FROM THE

ROUND THE ANGLICAN PARISH

LONG CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING

A hot July night saw one of the longest meetings of the

The council accepted the

to pay in full the diocesan quota of £4,729. It was agreed
to pay instead £3,750; which is more than double the sum

next
purchase of a house.

Mr. Hansford reported on the steady

ersham Park, and the Finance

service of Holy Communion, now approved by Church

ht into use on Advent Sunday

SEPTEMBER SATURDAYS
The first two Saturday afternoons in September are
given over as usual to the fete at St. Benet's (September
2) and the parish cricket match at Queen Anne's (Sep-

tember 9).

Both events begin at 2.30 p.m.

Festival of Light

The second special invita-
tion evening in connection
| with Key Fortnight takes
place on Sunday, September
124 at 6.30 p.m. when Mrs.
| Duckworth will be producing
| the Festival of Light. The
| Key Group will be inviting
{people to this in the same
way as they did for the St.
George's Day Festival which
| met with such a wonderful
‘response. At the Harvest

St. Peter’s News

=92,

LOC

PAPER
order t00ay's memmfI &S T

Supper on Friday, October 6
we shall be welcoming Fr.
Gibbard at the start of his
fortnight's stay with us—
please book this date now:

details regarding - tickets
will be published next
month.

New Flag

On the Dedication Festi-
val, October 1, we shall be
flying for the first time the
beautiful new St. George's
flag with the alms of the
diocese upon it. This has
been given to St. Peter's in
memory of the late John
Dean: we also have in
memory of him the three
window boxes that will
greatly help the decorators
at festivals. The steep slope
of the window sills has made
it difficult to decorate them
in the past.

Sanctuary cushions
re-covered

The cushions
sanctuary

on the
window  seats
have been re-covered with
velvet to match the
sanctuary carpet. The clergy
and severs who sit on them
much appreciate the care
that has been taken.

St. Peter’s Wives

A member of St.
Ambulance Brigade  will|
give a demonstration and|
talk in Church House on:
Tuesday. September 19 at 8
p.m. New members are wel-
come: for further informa-
tion ring Mrs. B. Lightowler.
74420.

John

| Playgroups

Term starts again at Bal-|
more Hall on Sentember 11.
The waiting list for places
‘has grown so long that we
{are glad to run the play-
eroun on a third mornine,
filine an obvious need for
children in the area between
the ares of three and five.
Qualified

teachers are in
charge. Mrs. Christine Wven.
horin  on  Mondavs. Mrs.

Joanna Brnoks on Tresdavs,
and Mrs. Kathleen Hardv nn
Thursdays. The charge i« 1s.
per mornine: further infor-
mation available from Mre,

St. Andrew’s News

Drug Addiction

Nearly 100 young people
attended the open meeting
on drug addiction in St
Andrew’s Hall on Sunday,
July 23. The speakers, Mr.
Chris Reynolds of the “Even-
ing Post,” Dr. Williams, a
general practitioner from
Tilehurst and Mr. Donald
Hills from a Drug Addiction
Unit in Southall, were intro-
duced by the chairman,
Richard Buckley.

After dealing with various
aspects of the subject, all
three speakers answered a
zood variety of questions
trom the floor. Throughout
the meeting discussion was
frank and open. Congratula-
tions to ‘the Teen Action
Group for organising this.
We hope that there will be
further meetings of this
nature in the future.

Key Fortnight

At the first invitation ser-
vice in May we took “faith”
as our theme. The second
s2rvice, on Sunday Septem-
ber 24 at 6.30 p.m. will take a
similar pattern. This time
the theme will be evange-
lism.”

In connection with the
Key Fortnight itself a
special card has been printed
giving the times and titles
of Fr. Campbell's addresses.
We hope that these cards
will be given as wide a cir-
culation as possible. Members
of the Key Group and of the
congregation in general will
be asked to help in this. For
their guidance a list has
been drawn up of about 200
people (excluding regular
worshippers) who have some
connection with  St.
Andrew’s.

‘Two further points. First, we
will be very pleased if members
of the congregation would in-

vite_ Fr. Campbell to lunch
during the fortnight. There will
be a list for this in church

nearer the time. S=cond, please
remember that Fr. Campbell will
be available for interviews and
discussion groups. Especially in
the case of the latter, it is
desirable to fix a time with the
Priest-in-Charge beforehand.

Caversham Drama

“The Lady's Not For Burning”
by Christopher Fry — the first
production by the Caverzham
Drama Group — will be pre-
sented in St. Andrew’s Hall at
7.45 p.m. on Thursday, Friday
and Saturday, September 14, 15

Freehorn.. 55.: Priest | 14IL
Caversham. Telephone 72277.

and 16 Tiekeis. will cost 3s. 6d.
with reduced: prices for child-

ren, and may be obtained from
Mr. and Mrs. Debenham, 71,
Priest Hill (Tel. 73433) or from
members of the cast. A great
deal of time and energy has
gone into this production and
we hope that it will be well sup-
ported. .
Miss K. Jeffery

After two and a half months
in the Greenlands Nursing
Home, Kay Jeffery died on July
30. She was a regular worship-
per at St. Andrew's and we shall
miss her spiritual strength and
cheerful personality. She will
also be sadly missed in the
Reading Hospitals where for
some years she was a nursing .
sister. We extend our sympathy
to Father Jeffery and his
family.

Methodist
News

The You{h Group's new
Coffee Lounge is nearly com-
plete and is due to be opened
during September.

Two gifts to the Methodist
Church at Gosbrook Road have
been received and dedicated
during recent weeks. The first
was a Revised Standard Ver-
sion of the Bible for use on the
recently dedicated lectern. This
Bible was presented by Mrs.
Wetst in memory of her hus-
band, the late Mr. James West,
for many years a devoted ser-
vant at Gosbrook Road, and in-
spiration of its Boys’ Brigade
Company.

The second gift was an organ
indicator, presented by the
family of the late Mrs. L. M.
Alderman. Mrs. Alderman wor-
shipped for many years at Gos-
brook Road and her family are
still closely connected with its
fellowship.

S G B i)

Emmer Green
Townswomen's Guild

AUTUMN

RUMMAGE SALE

Saturday, September
16th, 1967

Emmer Green Primary
School, Grove Road.
Admission 3d.
Doors open 2.30 p.m.,

Peter Shock

Motor Coaches

131, Hemdean Road,
Cavershame, ‘chdins
frait ipel. s Reading 731§5

B
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CAVERSHAM CHURCHES

St. John’s
News

Key Fortnight

Now only a few weeks away.
By the end of September in
St. John's alone over 70 adults
will have taken part in House
Groups in preparation for this.
Some have described these as
“the best thing I have ever
done.” By now they and many
have booked. the
important dates in their diaries.

September 24, 630 p.m,
HARVEST FESTIVAL, a special
invitation service in prepara-
tion for Key Fortnight. The
speaker the Rev, John Shand,
S.SJE, is one of the Key
Fortnight team. Come and
take part in this act of worship,
and hear what he has to say
about the Forlinight.

September 25. HARVEST
SUPPER and AUCTION of
harves| goods—to judge from
the past this will be a highly-
entertaining - evening, tickets
for this will be available nearer
the time. The Supper will be
attended by other members of
the Key Fortnight team.

October 8 te 17 are fthe
important evenings of KEY
FORTNIGHT book them firmly
in your diary now, if you have
not already done so. Un-
doubtedly you will get by far

.{he most benefit from coming

o all of them, but don’t stay
away even if this is impossible.
“It sounds a lot ? That depends
how good it turns out to be.
Come to the first three and
and then make your own mind
up.”

It will considerably help our
arrangements to have your
name in good time beforehand,
if you intend to take part,
though this is not necessary.
But it would help to have as
many as possible before the
end of September.

Other dates and other
matters. Thursday, August 24:
St. Bartholomew, Holy Com-
munion, 10 a.m. September 13:
The Mothers’ Union make a
return visit to St. Mary Red-
cliffe, Bristol, whose branch of
the M.U. visited St. John’s a
few months ago.

Sunday, September 17: We
start our programme of special
Sunday evening Services. 6 p.m.
Evening Prayer; 630 The
special service centred on the
film “Tibetan Story.”

Sunday, September 24:
Harvest Festival (see above).
Children’'s Gift Service at 3 p.m.
Harvest gifts and gifts for the
elderly will be welcome during
the week before.

L. W. YEATES
LIMITED

Central Heating
and Plumbing

Complete systems designed
and installed by Qualified
Engineers.

21, STAR ROAD,
CAVERSHAM, READING

Telephone: Reading 71016

H. A.
Theobald
Ltd.

Family Grocers
, and
Provision Merchants
Orders delivered
21, CHURCH ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Phone 72462

Percy C. Beech

Electricity Contractor

2 CHESTER STREET,
CAVERSHAM

Telephone: Reading 72247

A Debt to be paid

Earlier this year Miss Pounds
was forced to retire from Sun-
day school teaching after over
50 years at St. John's. The
number of people who either
themselves or their children or
both who must have been
members of the Sunday school
during that time must be quite
vast. Both they and the other
members of St. John's owe
her a very great debt of grati-
tude for giving so generously
of her love, her time and her
abilities over so many years,
and many of us wish to express
our gratitude to her in so
tangible a way, so a presentation
is to be made to her afier the
Family Eucharist and before
Sunday School on Sunday,
September 17, at 1040 in
Caversham Hall. If you wish
to contribute to your share,
please put it in an envelope
with your name and address on
the outside, and hand it to one
of the District Wardens, Sides-
men, Sunday School teachers
or the Priest-incharge, by
Sunday, September 10.

Re-open

Sunday School, Junior
Church, the Toddlers’ Creche
and refreshments after the 9.15,
and refreshments after the
Family Eucharist, start again
on Sunday, September 10.

St. Barnabas’
News

One is sometimes made to
wonder just how effective a
means of communication is the
weekly church notice sheet. It
is not that the notices are not

distributed, for everyone who
comes to Church is given a
copy and they are left in

Church throughout the week
for others to help themselves.
It is not that people do not
read them either, because they
do. No, it seems that because
this is a little impersonal as a
meams of disseminating infor-
mation many people assume
that what is written is not for
them. To give an example: the
idea was conceived of running
a.coach trip from Si. Barnabas
to Embley Park on Sunday,
August 13. The Priest-in-charge
sounded out several people
personally before placing a
firm booking for the coach.
Almost everyone who was
approached in this way went
on the outing. However, only
three people came forward and
asked for a seat because they
had read about it in the weekly
notices, despite the fact that it
was included for six weeks !

Does this happen in other
cases ? One wonders why it
should be.

Competition—Prize: £1 1s.

A competition is being held
to decide the colour scheme for
‘the exterior of the Church
Hall, which we hope to repaint
using voluntary labour before
too long. The painting of the
roof has been. completed but
the windows, walls, doors and
other woodwork remain to be
done. If you have some good
ideas about what the colour
scheme should be, please submit
a sketch of the south (road-
side) elevation in colour to Mr.
Cooper as soon as possible.
The scheme which the District
committee adopts, after the
entries have been placed on
display for general comment,
will win the prize.

The Altar Silver

Mrs. - Parfitt has quietly
served St. Barnabas' Church
for a long time by cleaning the
Altar _Silver every Saturday
morning; a task which she has
done loyally and unobtrusively.
We thank her for this service
now that she has reliquished it.
Misses C. and M. Stevenson
have accepted this responsi-
bility in her stead.

Mr. and Mrs. Pilgrim

Barry and Gill may have
ensured that they could have a
very quiet wedding by being
married on a Tuesday morning,
but, so that they should not go

| “scot free,” we are all delighted

Presbyterlan News

Members of Paul’'s
Presbyterian Church were
glad to welcome the Rev.
John and Mrs. Martin back
again when they opened
the Garden Party held in
the church grounds on
Saturday, July 8. The
weather was fine but not too
hot. The stalls and the side-

shows, the tea and the
entertainment reached a
high standard, and the

organisers are to be con-
gratulated on a successful
afternoon which brought in
£85 for the church funds.

August is the month when
ministers, like other people,
have their holiday. The Rev.
George and Mrs. Shearer
will be visiting Italy for the
meetings of the Reformed

and Presbyterian Alliance
in “*Torre - Pellice: .- Mrs.
Shearer is European area

secretary (Women's Work)
of the Alliance. This year is
the 450th anniversay of the
Reformation, and the
Reformed Churches, which
look back to John Calvin

(1509—1564), the architect
of Presbyterian Church
Government, are drawing

appreciably closer to the

Lutheran Churches, which
stem from the great
German patriot (Martin
Luther (1483—1546). It will

be a great move forward if
these two streams can unite
to form a larger unity.

A modern Roman Catholic
thinker wrote recently:
“Modern Lutheran thinkers . . .
have frequently pointed out
that Luther envisaged the
Reformation as a corrective
movement within the Catholic
Church. A reformed Church he

wanted indeed, but not a
separate Church. The only
Church which he willed to
reform was the one Holy

Catholic Church founded by
Christ Himself. If all this is
true, we must conclude that
Luther's Reformation is still an
ongoing thing. So long as
there are two separate Chris-
tianities, Protestant and Catho-
lic, his objecLive remains but
half achieved.”

Alongside of this quotation I
put another: “Roman Catholics
have agreed that the Reforma-

tion was tragic, but few of
them have seen that it was
necessary. Protestants have

agreed that the Reformation
was mnecessary, but few have
felt with deep and lasting pain
its tragedy . Protestants now
see that Lhc Reronnatlon was
a tragedy, though it was

to have this opportunity of
offering them our best wishes
for a long and happy married
life teogether. Worshippers at
St. Barnabas need not think
that they will see Barry in the
choir no more, because he and
Gill have made their home in
Caversham.

Key Fortnight

have heard of Key
Fortnight, October 8—17, but
have you heard of what is
happening at St. Barnabas’
Church on September 24 at
7.30 p.m.? In preparation for
Key Fortnight we shall present
a simple pageant entitled
“Spotlight.” This is a spotlight
on faith presenied in music,
drama and symbol, and offers
something for everyone. All
are welcome. Many people in
our church are personally
inviting some of their friends
to this occasion. However,
those of us who are already
part of the life of St. Barnabas'
Church will receive our pro-
gramme through the letter box.
(A little” impersonal |
but it will be meant for you).

You

necessary; and Roman Catho-
lics see that it was necessary,
though it was tragic.” Both
quotations are well worth pon-
dering. They indicate that
there is common ground on
which ultimately Church union
may be based.

Baptist
News

The Scout Troop has now re-
started. There are still some
vacancies and any boys who
are interested should get in
touch with the Scoutmaster,
Mr. P. Batley, of 18, Hemdean
Hill. The Guides have joined
with neighbouring Companies
for a very successful camp in
Devon.

The annual Home and Over-
seas Missions Garden Party
was held at the Manse on July
21 and was well supported, a
total of nearly £40 being
raised.

We have welcomed into the
Fellowship Mr. and Mrs. D.
Ellis and their family who
have moved to Emmer Green,
and Mrs. K. Fidler on her
marriage to Mr. E. V. Warwick.
It is with regret that we have
said goodbye to Mr. and Mrs.
W.  Robertson, Fiona and
Gillian, who have lived in
Suley Row for the past four
years, and have now moved to
Shenfield.

The Holiday Special, early in
August, attracted an average
of 80 children to the West
Memorial Hall for three morn-
ings. “Our Town and the
People Who Serve Us" was the
theme, and amongst the many
attractions was a visit from a
fireman.
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For a personal service call at

PROSPECT

(A. G. NEW)

Daily

Deliveries | Dor’t dream of a dream home

Make it with our

LIDEN

Whitewood Furniture

35, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM

YOUR ESSO BLUE DEALER

Tel.: 71063

HARDWARE

(Caversham Branch established 35 years)

MARTIN & POLE

Auctioneers, Estate Agents, Surveyors and Valuers
23/24, MARKET PLACE, READING
(Tel 50266 — 24-hour service)

4, BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
(Tel. Reading 72877 and 77581)
Also at:

PANGBOURNE, GORING. WOKINGHAM and HIGHE WYCOMEE
Furniture -Sale Rooms: READING and WOKINGHAM

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A. H. WHITE J. E. HOPE
N.AF.D.

11, The Grove, Rezading
Tel.: 54334 Tel.: 53988
PRIVATE CHAPEL Night Tel.: 63921

MEMORIALS — EMBALMING — CREMATIONS

Mill Lane, Reading

perhaps |

GOSBROOK

SAMUEL ELLIOTT & SONS

LIMITED

Sanctuary Lectern for

Westminster Cathedral
in Austrian Qak to the

design of

Lawrence H.

Shattock, Esq.,

K.S.G., F.R.LB.A.

ROAD CAVFR%HAM READING

(TEL.: 71536)

i 1 SPECIALISTS IN JOINERY and SHOPFITTING
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CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATION

Appointed by:—
National Coal Board
Shell-Mex B.P. Lid.
Southern Gas Board
Powell-Dufiryn Heaiing
Thomas Potterton, elc., elc.

W. 0. Nicholls Ltd.

Prospect House, 1, Prospect Street
72013

Caversham

“CHATEAU DU RHIN" — GERMAN — 14/-
“EVENING GOLD” — ENGLISH — 5/6
“GRANDUCA DI TOSCANA — ITALIAN — 14/
"GOLDWELL GINGER” — ENGLISH — 5/6

are all ideal drinks for
Wedding Toasts
In Champagne Bottles — alcohol-free of course
THE AMETHYST CLUB
PALMER HALL, WEST STREET
READING

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE Ltd.

Funeral Directors : Monumental Masons

34, Friar Street, Reading
Telephone: 52016 (DAY and NIGHT)
Branch

High Street, Brackne!l. Tel.: 21949
63, Wokingham Road, Reading. Tel.: 52016

Offices at

VANDERPUMP AND WELLBELOVE
(and Wellesley-Smith and Co.)
Auctieneers., Land and Estate Agents, Surveyors and Valuers
20. PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel. 74540
also at
6 Statien Road. Reading, and Pangbourne, and Wallingford. Berks

T. C. CHAPMAN (Builders) LTD.
Phone: KIDMORE EHD 2243
We built St. Andrew’s Hall

Hemdean Stores

(A.F. & J. L. WATSON)
47, HEMDEAN ROAD, CAVERSHAM. Telephone 71632

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS Early Closing Saturday
ORDERS DELIVERED

|

FUNERALS AND
CREMATIONS

A.B.WALKER 1

TRIUHPH HERALD 1200

easiest car
to park

AND SON LTD.
36, Eldon Road,
Reading, Berks. ‘
Telephones:
Day: Reading 53650
Night: Reading 53763 & 61539

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

£627 7s. 3d.

incl P. Tax
| Heater and disc front brakes
| available at extra cost

J. H. ADAMS |
pesosie. | FuLIANS
Alterations, Repairs

!
ESTABLISHED 1919 '
51, Kidmore Road, Caversham

Tel. 71723

OF READING LTD.

27, KINGS ROAD
Phone READING 52494

| Distributors for over 50

MARTINS

Children’s Wear, Hosiery
and Haberdashery
6. PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel. 77563

years

] N

STANDARD

—; member of the Leyland Motors Grovp

MRS. MASTERMAN, A MEMBER OF CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST (CHURCH, ATTENDED.

The Methodist Conference in July

AND HAS RECORDED THESE IMPRESSIONS OF IT FOR THE “BRIDGE."

As Middlesbrough Town Hall clock chimed three on
Friday afternoon of July 7, 1967, the president of the Con-
ference announced Hymn 709 and Conference rose to sing
the traditionai “And are we yet alive to see each other’s
face.”

The first act of the Conference is to induct the new presi-
dent and it was a moving moment when the Rev. Dr.
Irvonwy Morgan was given the charge and received John
Wesley’s Bible. After the president had delivered his
address Conference settled down to an agenda of 601 pages,
covering over 100 subjects which would take a week to
Anish.

I think my over all impression was one of “restructuring”
not only of administrative machinery but also of ways and
means to further the whole mission of the Church to our
modern secular society. The debates were alive with ques-
tioning the relevance of the Church’'s work and witness to
the world around us. One word which stood out was “In-
volvement.” Gone are the days of cosy church societies
which are little better than religious clubs. The Church
must become involved in the lives of those it seeks to reach
out to but this sort of involvement is costly in time, effort,
and emotional stress to those who serve.

Following this theme one expects the reports of those
departments which deal with the big social problems of our
society, such as Christian Citizenship, Home Missions, Over-
seas Missions, etc., to produce the highlights and on the
whole this was true. On the other hand amid the mass of
business dealing with the more mundane matters of
routine business, Conference can suddenly produce some
unexpected moment of high tension on a matter of prin-
ciple or some humourous sally which reduces Conference
to laughter.

Conference was in a buoyant mood as it received the
lively report of the Youth Department whose work
throughout the connexion shows that the sad story of de-
creases in numbers of young folk in our Sunday Schools
and Youth Clubs, has at ]ast been stemmed. Our Youth
work has turned the corner and the new approaches to
education and teaching are bearing fruit. The Methodist

Asscciation of Youth Clubs had a proud record of work
amongst teenage youngsters.

The following day brought a debate on Team Ministries
and again there was a real mood of reconstruction and
looking forward. The previous narrow concept of a few
ministers working together to meet a particular situation
was gloriously opened wide out to mean “mission” with
ministers and laymen linked together at district, circuit,
and local church level.

A report which produced keen debate was that of the
Working Party set up by the 1965 Conference to consider
the whole organisation of the Church. It was a long report.
Some of it we liked, to some of it we took objection, but
no doubt it will eventually come down to Synods and
Quarterly Meetings as “provisional legislation” and we can
then air our views. It did, however, show that the Church
was prepared to take a hard look at itself in an endeavour
to be a more efficient vessel of God's grace.

We came inevitably to Methodist/Anglican conversations.
Although there were someé 60 memorials to Conference
from Quarterly Meetings throughout the country express-
ing very deep felt convictions that the present recommen-
dations were not the way forward, Conference rather
brusquely declined them. The Rev. Reg. Bedford seemed to
sum up for those who had tried unsuccessfully to state
their case when in a moving speech he pleaded for a little

ROUND
THE CLUBS

CAVERSHAM
HEIGHTS T.W.G.

The Guild met on July 20
in St. Andrew’s Hall when
the vice-chiarman, Mrs. V.
Birtwhistle, welcomed
Arthur Negus, native of
Reading and TV personality.
The hall was full to capa-
city and the meeting was
extremely happy and suc-
cessful. . The warm per-
sonality of Arthur Negus
came over well. He gave a
comprehensive talk, cover-
ing the basic principles of
recognising genuine
antiques and included many
amusing stories.

Television viewers in

Reading have watched his
programme “Going for a
Song” with special interest
knowing his close connec-
tions with the town. His
father's antique shop in
Minster Street was well
known for many years, and
it was here that he worked
his apprenticesbfp as a
cabinet maker after com-
pleting his education at
Reading School.
A display of members’
antiques made an interest-
ing collection and Arthur
Negus completed his talk by
selecting several of these
and talking about each one
specifically and answering
members’ questions.

CAVERSHAM
AFTERNOON T.W.G.

At the July meeting, the
chairman, Miss E. Baker,
announced that as a result
of the Garden Party held pn
July 12 a sum of over £30
would be sent to the Dr.
Clark Memorial Fund. She
thanked all the members
who had helped to make it
such a success.

There was an exhibition of
45 children’s garments made
by the Chiltern Group and
these will eventually be pre-
sented to the Chiltern Chil-
dren’s Home.

Mr. R. A. Attrill, Governor
of H.M. Borstal at Hunter-
combe, gave an interesting
talk on the work of H.M.

charity towards those who conscientiously cannot go this

Borstals.

NEW W.E.A. COURSE
ON RELIGION

The subject for this coming
session is “Religious Images and
Symbols” and the course will
start on Thursday, September
28, from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m. at the
Caversham Adult Cenire in
School Lane.

It will consist of a series of
24 illusirated talks and discus-
sions amounting to an examina-
tion, through the media of the
fine arts (literature, painling,
music, etc.) as well as the
Bible and the Liturgy, of some
traditional religious symbols,
in an attempt to understand
their function, to develop
responsiveness {owards them,
and to determine their
relevance TODAY.

No particular knowledge,
training or experience is neces-
sary on the part of students
and everyone is welcome. If
you are interested apply, with-
out any obligation to attend
the course, to either of the
following and you will be sent
a syllabus, together  with any

other information you may
require.
Sponsor: Mr. N. Kent, 42,

Highmoor Road, Caversham.
Tel. Reading 75472.

Tutor: Mrs, S. Gregor, B.A,

52, South View Avenue,
Caversham. Tel. Reading
72676.

way.

The Overseas Missions report deserves a mention for this
could have been one of complete gloom with a tale of inter-
national strife and closed doors. There was, however, a
bright side to the story. The increased giving by the home
Church was proof of an awareness that there is urgent
need for the spreading of the Christian gospel. This was
echoed by representatives from the overseas districts and
the autonomous churches in their plea for teachers both
young and old to play their part in the education of the
emergent. nations. Professor Pawson made a particular
plea for agriculturists to take their part in the fight againsg
famine.

Returning heme Conference turned its mind to the prob-
iems which beset us in our own land. The Christian Citizen-
ship Department covers a wide range of topics but the ones
which produced some really down to earth thinking were
those concerned with the big social problems of our day.
The breakdown in moral standards, gambling, drug addic-
tion, and alcohol. The Rev, William Gowland of the Indus-
trial Mission Training Centre stressed that although the
danger of increasing drug addiction was receiving tremen-
dous publicity, the drinking of alcohol, because it was
socially aceptable, was still the major problem ag shown
by the mounting numbers of alcoholics, and the increase in
crime which stemmed from this cause.

By Thursday most of the major reports had been dealt
with and one felt that perhaps there was little left except
rather mundane routine matters but amidst these stood

out a report on the work of the National Children’s Home
who will be celebrating their centenary in 1969."

So Conference drew to its close and the final act is the
presentation of the “Journal” and its acceptance hy Con-
ference. The president, vice-president and secretary sign
on our behalf and all the business of Conference of the
past few days has now hecome legal fact.

ALL WORK!!

and

NO PLAY??

NOT [F YOU PAY US A VISIT

FOR ALL YOUR SUMMER

SPORTS EQUIPMENT AND
CLOTHING AT

25, PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM

STAN
ELDON

SPORTS LIMITED

Everything for Tennis, Cricket,
Athletics, Fishing, Garden
Games, etc.

Telephone READING 73988

SALES —

CAVERSHAM MOTORS (1920) LTD.

CHURCH STREET and BRIDGE STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel. READING 71545
YOUR LOCAL GARAGE FOR GITROEN and TRIUMPH
SERVICE —

any make of car supplied with pleasure

REPAIRS

WROUGHT IRON GATES
AND RAILINGS
Eaton Berry Limited
19, Goshrook Rd, Caversham
Reading 71876

Fire escape accommodation
specialists

For Repairs and Decorations
Additlons and Contract
Building

ROBINSON

of Caversham
24, Prospect St., Telephone
Caversham Reading 71785

SWEETMAN

PRINTING OFFICE
SUPPLIES
DUPLICATING
Enquiries
110, PEPPARD ROAD,
CAVERSHAM. Tel.: 72604

VACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP
Brushes, elc. used
NU-VAC SWEEP

(Registered)

Call, write or phone
135, Sherwood Street.
Reading
(near the Barracks)
Tel.: Reading 53144

Bond Gate. Nuneaton

Published by the Caversham Christian News Ltd., The Rectory,
Caversham (Tel. 71703) and printed by Nuneaton Newspapers Ltd
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Play and
adventure
for all ages

ONE of the features
of our modern flat-land
scene is the variety of
play shapes provided
for the children.

We know these bring
along their own prob-
lems, such as how to
keep the logs and tubes
and lumps free from in-
terfering and destruc-
tive vandals or how to
make sure that they are
used by the flat-chil-
dren rather than other

locals who have their
own gardens and yards
to play in.

Apart from these prob-
lems, though, this new-
style play-material is an
asset to any block of
flats.

It shows every sign of
the latest child psycho-
logy. The shape shown in
our picture gives endless
opportunities for play and
adventure for children of
most ages. Even more up-
to-date examples provide

concrete shapes of ele-
phants and tigers for
pretend riding, or perhaps
three walls of a log cabin
for the real outdoor
adventurer.

All this will surely help
our children to grow up
less stunted and hemmed-
in by our forest of flats
than they might other-
Wise be,

—_—

NUNS NURSING

SPEAKING recently at a
hospital prizegiving in East
London, Cardinal Heenan said,
* The nuns know very well that,

I am anxious .for more and
more of them to go into the
public hospitals rather than
into private nursing homes of
their own. I would be quite
happy to sacrifice these nur-
sing homes if our nuns can
serve the people in big hos-
pitals where the poor are
served.”

Putting
women info
- dog-collars

The Free Churches have
had them for a long time.
The Roman Catholic and
Orthodox Churches have
never seriously considered
them. The Church of
England is in the middle
of a great deal of heart-
searchings about them.

The “them”
are, of course, women or-
dained to the full-time
Ministry of the Church.

Two main questions have
to be considered in connec-
tion with the ordination of
women:

in question

©® IS THERE ANY THEO-
LOGICAL OBJECTION?

® IS THERE ANY REAL
PRACTICAL OBJECTION?

It’s obvious that the Free
Churches have been able
with clear consciences 1o
answer “no.” It is equally
obvious that up until now
other Christians have not
found it so easy. Perhaps
the Church of England is
soon going to change its
mind.

Without wishing in any
way to accuse those engaged
in the argument of
insincerity, the point must
be made that it is very easy
to fall into the trap of mak-
ing up one’s mind according
to. one’s own likes and dis-
likes, and then find the rele-
vant aguments to fit.

Theology is not an exact
science. The Word of God
and the beliefs of Christians
are not always able to be
confined to a precise inter-
bretation. If they were then
Christians would all ‘belong
to the same political party,
all share the same views
about. the H-bomb, all be
pacifists, or all agree that
in certain circumstances war
1s justified.

CONSCIENCE

On the issue of the or-
$inatlon &f womoes Chris-

By Ceoffrey Brown

tians find it difficult to
agree for precisely the same
reasons. In the end the Bible
or Christian teaching and
tradition will only give the
answer that fits the indi-
vidual conscience. Most of
us will make up our minds
on other grounds.

WHAT WERE REALLY
CONCERNED WITH IS THE
PRACTICAL SIDE. IS THE
ORDINATION OF WOMEN
GOOD FOR THE CHURCH?
CAN IT WORK?

Some say that with a
shortage of men candidates
for the Ministry and with
the ability of women proved
in other careers, the obvious
thing is to open the Ministry
to women candidates. The
Church would thus benefit
from the increased numbers
and the particular gifts and
insights that women would
be able to bring.

Others argue that psycho-

logically women are not
suited to the full-time
pastoral ministry, that

motherhood would make it
impossible for them to carry
out their duties satisfac-
torily, that very few women
—and most of them the
least desirable candidates—
really want ordination.

Both sides are able to put
a good case. Those who have
heard Professor Lampe argu-
ing for a female Ministry
would be hard-put to better
him, unless, of course, they
felt that nearly 2,000 years
of tradition is the best argu-
ment of all. Sooner or later
the balance is going to have
to come down on one side or
the other, and most of us
who care about the Church
will have to make up our
minds. ‘

The issue can’t be dodged
because it’s of vital impor-
tance. If the Church of Eng-
land says “no” to the or-
dination of women, then this
puts another major difficulty
in the way of re-union be-
tween the Church of Eng-
land and the Free Churches.
If, on the other hand, Angli-
cans say “yes,” then yet
another barrier is set up be-
tween them and the Roman
Catholic and Orthodox
Churches. This  obviously
means that Roman Catholics
and Orthodox will also have
to re-examine this whole
question, and so the ripples
of the debate will spread
wider and wider.

FEW OF THEM

Since the debate is likely
to be decided on practical
grounds, many people will
need to have the following
questions answered satisfac-
torily before they are able to
support the ordination of
women: '

(1) Since women ministers
have been allowed for
some time in the Free
Churches why are there
still so few of them?

(2) Do people really want
to be ministered to by
women? It is argued
that in the Baptist
Church even those can-
didates who are trained
for the ministry are
faced with the difficulty
of finding a congrega-
tion that will appoint
them as ministers.

Is ordination the best
full-time use of women
in the Church?
RESPONSIBLE CHRIS-
TIANS HAVE A DUTY TO
MAKE UP THEIR MINDS.

(&

=

Candid Comment . . .

I DON'T KNOW what
daily and Sunday papers
you read, but I wonder if
you have noticed one up-
and - coming trend in
journalism which gets my
goat. There seems a con-
spiracy about to cater
mainly for the female
upper crust. You just
keep an eye open and see
how often the fashions
described and recom-
mended are the arty,
country - house - weekend

type. Count up how often
the prices of clothes,
kitchen gadgets, vases
and knick - knacks, and
even toys begin where
your hubby’s pay packet
ends.

It's about time the
ordinary, down-to-eartn,
run - of - the - mill house-
wife and mother had a

square deal from the
world of journalism.
Joyce Briggs
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CHRISTIAN AID

in a land of famine

arly last year India
faced her worst famine
in a century.

It was estimated that
the death-roll would equal
the total population of
Australia.

This terrifying prospect
has not been realised
although it might have
been but for massive
international help.

Voluntary aid was
spearheaded by the
Churches, represented in
Britain by Christian Aid.

HELPING PEOPLE
TO HELP THEMSELVES

First, of course, came
immediate distribution of
food in the famine areas.
(In the State of Bihar alone,
food for 300,000 is still
being provided at this very
moment.)

But Christian Aid is
more far-seeing, more
positive, more practical
than that. It believes in
helping people to build a
better future for
themselves.

So Christian Aid means
high-speed drilling rigs to

produce water for the
crops of tomorrow.
It means aerial surveys and
ground surveys to
discover the most suitable
sites for the wells. It means
rock drills, hoist trucks,
compressor units, mobile
workshops. It means seeds,
fertilisers, sprays. ..

5,000 WELLS THIS YEAR

Your Church-through
Christian Aid-is helping
to create over 5,000 wells
in India this year, and
there is also a fertiliser
programme to assist
12,000 farmers.

More help-your help-
is desperately needed to
carry on the good work.
Christian Aid, remember,
is the Churches’ own
organisation-your organ-
isation-for practical
relief wherever and
whenever it’s needed.

Do please get in
touch with your church or
local Christian Aid
committee...and please
offer all the help you can.

Christian Aid,
The British Council of Churches,
1 + 10 Eaton Gate, London S.W.1.
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Personality of the month—

IN AN AGE of increasing
standardisation and unifor-
mity it is refreshing, if not
always comforting, te know
that characters like Nicolas
Stacey still exist. They can
be brash and superficial
They can be unwise and un-
fair. They can infurizte and
incense—but they never fail
to stimulate.

His career is as colourful as
his personality.

After entering the Royal
Navy, and picking up the
King's Dirk at Dartmouth on
the way. he viewed with
horror the chaos of Hiro-
shima. The results of that
first atomic attack had a
profound eilect upon him,
and certainly played a part
in his being led to offer him-
self for ordination.

In 1949 he went up to

Oxford, where he distin-
guished himsell on the run-

ning track. Typically he
took up sprinting as almost
a new interest, and three
years later represented his
country at the 1952 Olympic
Games at Helsinki.

After Oxford and two
years at Cuddesdon Theolo-
gical College he went to be a
curate at Portsmouth.

While there he founded
and edited “The North End
Review,” which was one of
the first parish newspapers
in the country, and when he
came to be chaplain to the
Bishop of Birmingham in
the mid-1950s he started the
“Birmingham Christian
News,” which has since
grown into this national
newspaper with a circulation

ping bricks. It is alleged
that he once told the Bishop
of Birmingham that he
could run his diocese while
shaving !

It was natural that in
time he should move to the
Diocese of Southwark, where
so much of the new think-
ing in the Church of Eng-

of his closest friends wince.

Perhaps the truth of the
matter is that he is by
pature more journalist than
priest. To him, being a
bore is the greatest crime of
all. To him the dull tones
of grey are not half as
attractive as a full-blooded
black or white, and so, time

REV. NICOLAS STACEY

land was being done, and
when he left Birmingham
he became Rector of Wool-
wich, and later on election
by the local clergy, rural
dean.

While at Woolwich he has,
to the frustrated anger of

and again, he falls into the
trap of overstating his case.
One gets the feeling that he
would rather be a 100 per
cent. failure than an 80 per
cent. success.

Too many Nicolas Staceys
would be an embarrassment

of §0,000.

During his time in Birm-
ingham, Nick Stacey began
to show his talent for brush-
ing away cobwebs and drop-

those
him,

his great
list.

who disagree
exercised once again

with

talent as a journa-

to the Church.
even one is too much. But
be still has some things to
His famous article in say
“The Observer” made some

For some,

that the Church nceds

to hear.

Photo by
permission  of
The B'ham
Post and Mall

Taking the matrimonial

THERE WAS A TIME when very few people talked

about monev—it wasn’t done.

There was also a time

even more recently when the word “sex” was taboo.
Thank goodness all ihat has been changed and en-
gaged couples can discuss well ahead of marriage
absolutely everything 1o do with it. Marriage Guidance
Councils have helped a great deal.

For many years now they
have been running coffee groups
for engaged or newly married
couples and the demand for
them increases as the word gets,
round about how helpful they
are.

The groups usually meet at
the house of a married couple
who are experienced in helping
people to discuss openly and
frankly any aspect of marriage.
There is so much to talk about
that quite often four eor five
meetings are necessary. There

have been many tributes paid

by couples who have joined

these groups.

“We found it most interest-
ing, stimulating and  helpful,
and are both very sorry that
the discussions had to come to
an end,” wrote one couple; and
another, “We want you to know
how much we enjoyed talking
so freely in such a relaxed
atmosphere.”

Common

However well they know each
other, there are usually some

suffering in Bihar.

Famine is killing thousands and causing untold

Below the rock lie vast reserves of water.

Powerful drilling rigs could reach that water —

it could save crops and lives NOW.

The threat of famine in a vast and populous area

could be ended forever.
The cost of one rig is £1,500.
We need four at once.
CAN YOU GIVE US THE COST OF ONE?

THERE IS NO TIME TO SPARE
while hundreds die daily for lack of water.

When you turn on your tap, please think of those
who die for lack of water and send your donation.

1f every reader responded today, rigs
could be on their way in a few days.

WAR ON WANT

9, MADELEY ROAD, LONDON, W.J5

THERE .

WORKING PRIESTS

THERE ARE now 51 Roman
Catholic priests working full-
time in factories in France.
Half are. secular priests and
half are members of Religious
Orders, including five Jesuits
and two Dominicans. They
completed a four-week training
course last year and . Similar
courses are planned for 1967-
68 when it is hoped to deploy
a further 50 priests on this
form of ministry.

FROM HERE AND

WAR APPEAL

THE WORLD COUNCIL of
Churches has appealed for an
initial £650,000 to aid war
victims throughout the Near
East and to restart compas-
sionate work among the dis-
tressed of ‘all nationalities and
religions in -every - couniry
affected by the conBict.

The appeal is being sent out
fo member churches in all
parts of the world, including
those in Eastern Europe.

QUIZ
Famous men

aflfairs?

2 Who was the pioneer of
the general public?

3 Name the brothers who
ment called Methodism.

4 His zoo quests In Gulana

6 Which jockey was knig
ments in horse-racing?

casts have made him well-known.

TIME

of our time

1 Who was the 18th century Italian adventurer and spy
whose memoirs are largely concerned with his love

holiday camps in Britain for
started the evangelical move-

and elsewhere and his broad-
Who is he ?

5 Which Victorian novelist attracted large audiences in
America to hear him give readings from his novels ?

hted in 1953 for his achleve-

(Answers on Page 5)

It is the most widely circu-
lated emergency appeal that
the World Council of Churches
has ever made.

An appeal for help for vie-
tims of the war has also been
made by the Roman Catholic
organisation International
Caritas with whom the World
Council of Churches is main-
taining liaison. On behalf - of
churches in- Great Britain,
Christian Aid has immediately
sent an initial contribution of
£20,000.

* * *
SHELTER’S
PROGRESS

MONEY raised
three months of Shelter's
national campaign for the
homeless will provide 750
people with homes before
Christmas. More than 80 large
houses have been bought or
are” in process of purchase in
Glasgow, Liverpool, Birming-
ham and London, and the work
of Improvement and conversion
is going ahead. Further allo-
cations of money, to be made
shortly, will enable this num-
ber of houses to be doubled. In
five months Shelter passed the
half-way mark to its 1967
target of £250,000.

* * *
NO TO MARRIAGE

A SURVEY carried out
amongst Roman Catholic
priests in the archdiocese of
Portland, U.S.A,, shows that 65
per cent. of them are in favour
of diocesan priests being given

in the first

{hood were

the freedom to marry. Of the
109 priests who answered the
question, “If a married priest-
permitted in the
Roman rite, do you think that
you would marry ? " seven said
ves, unquestionably; seven.
very likely would; 19, probably
would; 22, probably would not;
20, very likely not: and 34,
| definitely not

plunge

unanswered questions at the
back of young couples’ minds.
Perhaps these are some of
them:
How about the in-laws?
What can we really afford?
Why “family planning?”
Who wears the trousers,
‘Why budget?

Should we do everything to-
gether?
How
“hers?"

much is “his” and

These and lots of other ques-
tions arise naturally in the
course of coffee group discus-
sions, and if there is something
that they wish to discuss
privately with a counsellor this
is easily arranged. It's quite
surprising how a problem which
has worried someone - secretly
becomes almost unimportant
once that person discovers that
it -is shared with others and is
really quite common.

WHAT TO |
READ

If couples cannot find a
convenient Marriage
Guidance Council in their
area then you will still find
plenty of help in the book-
lets published by the
National Marriage Gui-
dance Council. These are
really practical and give
accurate and detailed in-

formation about “The
Honeymoon and After,”
“Young Parents” and
“Sex in Marriage.”” Then

also there is that wonder-
ful little best-seller “All
About Your Wedding”
which contains full details
of all wedding procedure.

The booklets listed above
are obtainable from any
Marriage Guidance Coun- |
cil or bookseller price 3s.
6d., or 4s. each—including
postage—{rom the Book
Shop, 58, Queen Anne
Street, London, W.1. A full
list of recommended books
and booklets is also ob-
tainable from this address
and includes books for
parents, teachers, engaged
couples and young people.
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Children’s Corner

by Brenda Holloway
Looking at trees

THIS IS THE MONTH TO WATCH TREES. THE
LEAVES WILL SOON BE CHANGING COLOUR.

SOMETHING TO DO

There’s almost sure to be a large tree somewhere
near where you live, either in your garden or your
street or in a park. On a large sheet of paper make
a pencil drawing of the tree, but don’t put any
colour in yet, and don’t choose a tree too far away,
because you’ll have to go and look at it quite often!
As the leaves begin to change colour on the tree,
paint or crayon these colours on your drawing, add-
ing more colour as the leaves turn into yellow, red
and brown, until you have got a picture of the tree
Just before the leaves begin to fall.

WHAT USE IS A TREE?

Here is another thing to do. Before you read any
further make a list of the ways trees are useful. Then
check your answers with the list at the end of this
column.

MORE ABOUT ANSWER NO. 4
Do you know this poem about trees?

With OAK the old-time ships were laid,
The round-backed chairs of ASH were made.
Of BIRCH were brooms to sweep the floor,
The furniture was SYCAMORE.

Clogs were of ALDER, bows of YEW,

And fishing rods of bright BAMBOO.
WILLOW was used for cricket bats,

And OAK again for tubs and vats.

Of PINE the roof beams and the floor,

Or for the window frames and door.

ELM made a wagon or a cart,

And MAPLE was for carver’s art.

BEECH was for bowls; pipes were of BRIAR,
And many woods would make a fire.

But in the cottage or the hall,

ASH made the brightest fire of all.

Why not take this poem to the park and see how
many of these trees you can find? When you have
found a.tree. of the right kind, underline it in the
poem. The park keeper would probably help you, and
you could borrow a book about trees from the library,
which would be another help.

AND MORE ABQUT ANSWER NO. 5

If there had been newspapers in New Testament
days, this is what the people of Jericho might have
read one morning in “The Jericho News.”

TAX COLLECTOR CLIMBS TREE!

(Refunds for taxpayers)

IT SEEMED as if all Jericho
crowded into the main sireet
yesterday to catch a glimpse of
Jesus of Nazareth, who is pay-
ing a visit to the town.

Zacchaeus, the tax collector,
known to most of our readers
as the shortest man in town,
found himself at the back of
the crowd and unable to see
what was going on. Sc he
climbed a nearby tree and got
a grandstand view.

Cheers broke out as Jesus
and his friends pushed their
way through the crowds. Jesus,

Zacchaeus slid down the tree
and ran ahead to his house to
prepare for his visitor. Later
Zacchaeus said that for several
years he had been deliberately
overcharging taxpayers and
putting the extra money into
his own pocket, but he would
now be refunding to taxpayers
the money he had overcharged
them.

In answer to a question from
our reporier, Zacchaeus said
that Jesus had not instructed
him to make the repayments.
He had made the decision him-
self. “Jesus is such an honest,
straightforward kind of a man
that I suddenly felt an utter

spotting the tax collector in
the tree, called to Zacchaeus
and asked him if he could put
him up for the night .

rogue and thoroughly ashamed
of my trickery. I knew that I
just had to pay the money
back.”

ANSWER TO WAYS TREES ARE USEFUL: 1, They give shade
in summer 2, They provide a home for birds. 3, Their roots help
1o drain the earth. 4. We use their wood to make things. 5. They
are fun to climb., 6. They give us jruit and nuts. 7. Their flowers
Provide nectar for the bees to make honey. 8. Their jallen leaves
improve the soil,

You'll soon
have to he
keeping up
with the
colour
Joneses

Television, by
Harold Jeffries

I WONDER
remember
vision first came out?

Before the war it was the ex-
pensive novelly that only a
few could afford. It was very
much the status symbol.
Most people were content
with the wireless, not only
because it was the common
source of home entertain-
ment, but because no one
really wanted anything else.
Children came home from
school, and instead of switch-
ing on to view “Blue Peter”
or “How,” they listened to
Uncle Mac and ‘“Children’s
Hour.” Later in the evening
they asked to stay up to
listen to “Monday Night at
Eight,” or “Band Waggon”
with the same eagerness
that is now reserved for “The
Avengers.”

But then the war ended, and
television started coming
into its own. More and
more sets were being bought
many of them with nine inch
screens covered by magni-
fiers — remember? Soon you
were the odd one out if your
roof wasn’t sprouting an
aerial — TV had arrived and
radio was old hat.

At first it was a great and
marvellous novelty. Viewers
watiched everything going
with enjoyment. I{ was.a
wonderful improvement on
sound alone.

if you ean
when tele-

Time went by, however, and
like all novelties, television
became taken for granted. It
was an accepied part of the
furniture. Thece, very often,
to be ignored —switched on,
but ignored.

Today, television is as widely
accepled as the normal thing
to have in the home as a
wireless used to be, but up
until now it has been in
black and white, and the
fact that colour TV is almost
on our doorstep means that
we're going to have to face
“the whole familiar pattern
once again.

ENVIOUS

First of all will come the few
who can afford £300 for a
colour set, or the 35s. a week
it will take to rent one. We
shall all rush round o see it
installed in someone else’s
house and feel secretly
envious. Then bit by bit th.e
price will come down, and bit
by bit our desire to be in the
fashion will make us kid our-
selves that we can afford it,
and before many years have
gone by colour will be
accepled as normal. Perhaps
a few years after that we
shall be bored with it and
something else will come on
the market—colour TV with
smell perhaps — and the
whole cycle will start all over
again.

We call all of this progress. I
suppose il is. But the French
have a saying: “Plus ca
change plus c'est la meme
chose” . . . the more change
you have, the more you end
up with the same thing. Still,
I must confess I really would
like to have one of those

colour sels . . .

I SAT behind them in
the bus, hence, I heard
every word. “There never
were such badly behaved
children!” lamented one
woman to the other.
“Don’t know what the
children of today are com-
ing to! Cheek! Cheek’s not
in it. Why only the other
day’. ..

“Hooligans!—that's what they
are!” asserted the other, with
some emphasis. “Can't tell 'em
anything. What they teach 'em
at school—I don’t know.” Then
almost simultaneously—and I
was prepared for this—‘When
we were children . ..”

What those ladies were like
when they were children, I don't
know—models of obedience,
perhaps, examples of exemplary
manners, Perhaps they were—
but I am old enough to under-
stand, perfectly, what they
meant. Each generation of
children has been accused of
being bigger sinners than the
one that went before it.

If there is a difference in the
children of today say, from 40
to 50 years ago— and many
people think there is—in what
does the difference consist? Is
there a difference in the child-
ren themselves, or is it some-
thing to do with that which is
exterior to them, and their
difference is in their
RESPONSE—their REACTION

NATIONAL CHRISTIAN NEWS SERIES: SEPTEMBER, 1967—SEVER

common courtesies has swept
these courtesies away.
In my own life time, our

world has undergone a change
in patterns of behaviour and in
attitudes tc moral issues for
whieh the word REVOLUTION
is not too strong.

“FATHER ~

Father, for instance, used to
be the undisputed head of the
family and parents had due
honour paid to them. Adults
were really superior beings.
They lived in a world of their
own, a world which was not in-
vaded by children, and ¥you
came into it when you had left
childhood behind. and it wasn't
any easy process even then.
Sunday was more strictly ob-
served in many homes, the
family went to church—more so
than now—and quite often
Sunday games were out. You
were brought up to be polite.
You raised your cap to parsons
and teachers—and many other
folks as well

The point is, THAT BE-
CAUSE YOU WERE
BROUGHT UP IN A WORLD
THAT ADOPTED THESE
STANDARDS YOU GREW
UP IN A CERTAIN WAY.
No doubt some of us feel that

compared with what we were
like, some of the children of to-
day—perhaps a good many of
them—appear to be bad-
mannered. But Jet us not blame
them for not measuring up to
standards which, generally
speaking, no longer exist.

KIDS AINT

WOT THEY
USED TO BE

By Percy Bumell

Let us face it, there is a Jot
of rudeness in the world today,
vulgarity, lack of reverence for
sacred

things, and common
courtesies, which help to make
life sweet, have almost

vanished. There's a good deal
more lying than there use¢ to
be and a man's word, so often,
is no longer his bond. We seem
to be pre-occupied with sex
wherever we turn.

STANDARDS
In fairness to our children we
must refrain from expecling

them to measure up to stan-
dards of behavious which
USED TO BE but which no
longer exist in OUR worid—or
theirs.

There are those whe are most
eloquent  in blaming  the
schools for what they term the
BAD BEHAVIOUR of our chil-
dren, but, let me remind you,
that the standards of conduct
accepted by the ecommunity are
formulated, not in the schools
—they have their part to plav—
but in the HOMES OF
THE PEOPLE.

Their are those of us who be-
lieve that the best behaviour
must grow out of Christian
teaching and Christian
example, hence, it is only
logical, then, that our standards
should have deteriorateé in a
world where the place of re-
ligion has been taken, in many
homes, by all sorts of cheap
substitutes.

“Train up a ehild in the way
he should go . . .” said the ald
vwriter—and he knew what he
was talking abeut.

—to that “something?”
CHANGED

There is, of course, in these
days, a changed attitude of
parents to children, and child-
ren to parents; there is a good
deal of emphasis, in education,
on self-expression (resulting
sometimes in self-assertion and
over-confidence); our waking
hours are filled with a conglo-
meration of noises, and SPEED
is king; more money is at the
disposal of more and more
people; there is a widespread
disregard of values to be found
in our Christian Religion; our

WE PAY 1/4 PER LB
for old knitted woollens

(YOU PAY POSTAGE)

attitude to many of the

Raise extra money for your church funds. We buy old hand
or machine knitted woollens, babies’ woollies, woolien under-
wear and old white wool blankets. NO CLOTH, PLEASE
Bags suitable for posting supplied free on request. Also leaf-
lets for distribution and labelled sacks for a larger collection
We pay the best price possible, subject to markei conditions
with a guaranteed minimum of 1/4 per Ib.
Send your parcels (inc. S.A.E.) to this oddress NOW:

SENDUSWOOLS LTD

Raven Works, Dewsbury Rd., OSSETT, Yeorks. Tel. Ossett 414
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Weddings and

the tax man

o)

HAT is the biggest factor in the choice of a wed-
ding day? It’s not the weather, it’s not the date
that the house is going to be ready, it's not the most
convenient time in which to go on a honeymoon—it’s
which day gives the newlyweds the best deal as far

ing or will give up her joh,
this is the maln factor to be
borne in mind, and therefore
a Spring wedding 1s the
answer.

as Income Tax is concerned.

There are two peaks in
the Wedding Calendar, one
on the Saturdays before
April 5, and the other during
late September and early
October. Most people know
that this has got something
to do with Income Tax. Not
SO many know the exact
reasons, and for those who
may be thinking about get-
ting married and are a bit
muddled about it all, here's
the information in a nut-
shell.

As a general rule, if the
bride to be is not working,
or will give up working after
the wedding, then a Spring
wedding before April 5, is
best. If she is working and
is going to carry on with her
job after she’s married, then
the early Autumn is the date
for her.

Here are the reasons.

Married people get a
greater degree of tax relief

than single people. = The
married man has a £340
allowance. If he marries
before April 5, and as close
to it as possible he is
counted as a married man
for the whole of that tax
year. If he marries after

S

TOPIC
OF THE
MONTH

%lllllllllIIIIIIIIIIIHIIIIIIIIIIIIIIHIHIII::

April 5, he has to wait the-

whole tax year before he
gets any money back, and
he won’t have gained any-
thing back In any of the
months he wasn’t married.
If his bride to be isn’t work

ANOTHER FACTOR

If, however, the bride has
a job which she is going to
keep there is another factor
to consider. A working girl
can get a 7/9ths allowance
on her income up to £220.
So it will pay her to have
worked long enough in the
tax year she gets married to
absorb that relief. On the
other hand, she wants ‘>
absorb the allowances she
had as a single girl. So her
best course of action is to
get married at that time in
the year when she not only
uses up all the single girl
allowance, but has also
earned enough to use up all
the 7/9ths maximum. This
Is half way through the tax
year, and points to early
October,

So the thing to do is to
weigh the pros and cons in
the light of these facts,
and then choose the date.

&
TOPIOUOTES |

There are no significant !
differences  in opinion |

petween church - attend-
Ing  and non- church-

attending adults on major
Issues involving moral |
questions such as capital |
punishment, American |
military involvement in |
Vietnam, open housing.‘

|

|

and school integration,
—Gallup poll—America.
* |
In the early days of thef
Church, Ch ristians|
managed without hordes |
of ecclesiastical build- |
ings. [
The Church should |
close buildings and con-
centrate on developing a |
few well equipped and
well run centres of wor- |
ship and research as a
base for its operations, ‘
Not only woulg this |
reduce running expenses, |
but it would release the |
energies of Church people |

for serving the com.
munity.

—Rev. Nicolas Stacey |

(see page 6). |

* |

I was a Band of Hope‘

child and | effectively |

never tasted wine till ¢
was 18 and left home. As |
a result, for years I drank
like a fool. | have done
what little I ean to spare
my descendants my |
wretched record: I have |
Iaid down some claret for
my grandchildren with‘
the instruction that their
parents shall start them |
on it at the age of 14,
What would we think of a|
mother who sent her |
daughter out into the
world with ne instrue-|
tions or zdvice about sex? |
Yet we no longer teachf
our yovng how to carry
their wine.

—Raymond Postgate.

Pataudi appreciated

by all — even

loud mouthed Albert

ALBERT is a perma-

nent resident at the
county ground, Edg-
baston. At least, when-
ever I pay a visit to the
ground he is always
there.

It would perhaps be
more precise to say that
Albert is a regular visitor
to the public bar. during
licensed hours. His
cricket watching is
actually something of an
afterthought or at least a
preliminary for the real
business of the day.

Edgbaston’s most voci-
ferous heckler, Albert's
memory exceeds his age
by about 50 years. He has,
so he avers, a clear recol-
lection of the cricketing
greals who in point of
fact were buried by the
time Albert made the
cradle.

EMOTION

Nonetheless, whenever
he compares the modern
cricketer with his prede-
cessor, and this is among
his favourite occupations,
the comparison is always
sufficient emotional moti-
vation to get him back to
the bar.

According to Albert all
present day bowling is
rubbish  (the last fast
bowler worthy of that title

being F. Larwood). Con-
temporary batsmen, he
swears would not have

been allowed in the same
dressing room as Jack
Hobbs.

Perhaps Albert is right.
Indeed, the game today is
very much at the cross-

FARCICAL

By Ernest Adkins

roads, and the only word
that can be used properly
to describe much county The
cricket play in the season
now closing is mediocre.

registration rule.

SATISFIED

test match

Just as it is.

“well  bowled, sir.”

as ‘“sir”?),

the outmoded qualifying

game's legislators
need to take a good hard
look at these facts and act
this accordingly.

It was during the last
against the
Indian touring team that
I met a man who was more
than satisfied with cricket

Born in Bombay, he was
by no means perturbed by

the rapid passage of
Indian batsmen "to and
from the wicket. In fact

each departure was
greeted with a  genuine
(X
wonder when Ray Illing -
worth was last addressed

My Indian friend loved
every minute of the game,
To him the sight of the

So smart in appearance in a
Dormie Morning Suit, made

other Dormie users) and be
the centre of attraction at

column, and elsewhere, the
increase in points to he
gained for first innings
lead reduced many games
to a farcical level, with
entertainment rating at
nil.

An exception to this
were the Rothman spon-
sored Cavalier games
played on the basis of a
limited number of overs on
Sunday afternoons.

Crowds flocked to these
games, not only {o see the
distinet possibility of a
result, but to see colourful
cricket played in the main
by men prevented from
playing eounty ecricket by

Nawab of Pataudi leaning
on his bat between overs
was the very epitome of a
real crickelcr—every inch
a Corinthian,
REMARKABLE

I do believe even Albert
appreciated the Nawab_ as
certainly did the West
Indians present.

What a  remarkable
game this is, that men
with such different cul-
tural  backgrounds find
common expression and
understanding on the
cricket field. Surely the
people of the U.S.A. and
US.S.R. could find two
teams between them !

from the finest materials,
impeccably cut, and tailored
by Sumrie. So smart in other
ways too, because you know a
good thing when you see it
and save yourself money. At
Dormie prices you can
outsmart everyone (except

every social function, whether
it's a Dance, Dinner or
Wedding. Dormie stock every
type of formal dress and all
the accessories too, with no
deposit or booking fee.

Try Dormie and be smarf—

all the time,

DORMIE
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