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TOPIQUOTES

¥ the money the Americans are planning to
spend om the war (in Vietnam) next year were
divided up and given to the sixteen million inhabi-
tants of South Vietnam, every man, woman and
child would get the sum of nearly £700 each,
which would give them one of the highest per
capita incomes in the world.

~_Paul Johnson in the “New Statesman.”
* * A

There is, however, no place for cartoons and
these spoil the tone of the whole thing and makes
one think twice before passing the paper on to
others and especially to youngsters.

__Leslie C. Warren, Bible College of Wales,
Swansea.—Letter in “The Christian.”

* * *

| see computers at the moment as musical
instruments for whicH no music has been com-
posed; we are at the very beginning.

__J. L. Barrons, General Manager of West-
minster Press, Provincial Newspapers Ltd.

* * *

Perhaps as leisure increasingly becomes the
norm, work will be coveted as leisure is today.

— _David McKie, the ""Guardian.”
* * *

The feeling, however = mistaken, that the
churches do not want to know and do not
appreciate the problems of ordinary, fallible
human beings has undoubtedly contributed to-
wards the decline in influence and prestige of the
churches. This is especially unfortunate because
the churches have a great deal more to offer to-
day and clergymen of all denominations are nowa-
days probably more thoughtful, more liberal and
of better quality than they have ever been.

—Birmingham Post.
* * *

People matter. If we wish to enrich the lives of
ordinary people within the framework of a free
society, we must create a climate which enables
them to think for themselves, which makes it pos-
sible for their voices to be heard and cheir ideas
to have effect. 4

—Edward Heath, M.P., at a newspapermen’s

P con.erence.

* * *

* It may be that as a people we are more naturally
reticent than the peoples of Western Europe and
the US.A. It may be that we have had an heredi-
tary establishment — of which the civil service is
part — undisturbed by revolution.

The fact is that British journalists have always
had to fight authority to get at the facts the
people are entitled to know.

There is today, it is true, an army of press
officers in Whitehall. But their job is to provide
the facts that the governors wish the public to
know and these are not always the facts the public
need to have.

—Cecil King, chairman of the “Daily Mirror."

VIEW OF
THE * QUIET
CHRISTMAS

“Have a nice Christmas ?”

“Yes. Quiet, you know. Just a few
friends on Boxing Day. We never go out
very much.”

What a laugh it is. Great Britain;

home of the finest roisterers in history,

~ celebrates the finest festive season of the

year sitting in its armchair, eyes glassy

with boredom, staring emptily at a few

friends, nourishing their hearts with
endless tedious cliches.

Maybe it was the telly; maybe it’s un-
accustomed booze. Perhaps we're over-
powered by the sheer weight of numbers
and our own inferiority complex. BUT
SOMETHING DISASTROUS HAS
HAPPENED TO THE ABILITY OF
THE PEOPLE TO LET THEIR HAIR
DOWN, AND HAVE A GOOD TIME.

God wants us to have a good time.

What! did you think he wanted you to
spend Christmas silently chewing over
the theological implications of the
incarnation ? He wants us to rejoice
because He’s come to share our humanity
with us. It isn’t sinful to be happy!

Rejoice. Of all people Christians have
something to rejoice about. Sheer,
positive bubbling rejoicing, based on the
positive affirmation of the outrageous,
splendid Gospel.

So go on; rejoice. Have a party. Sing
round the piano. Go out and celebrate.
We can do it better because we've got a
reason. We aren’t celebrating to forget,
but because we're Christians with some-
thing wonderful to remember.

Death to the awful “quiet Christmas.”
Go, SHINE.
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In the office of the Christian Council of South Africa the file is growing thick with re-
perts of how the people of the valleys are suffering after four years of drought. The reports
come from the Ciskei, Natal and the Northern Transvaal. Here are some extracts:

Two appeals have been made on behalf of those
affected by drought in Botswana, and in Southern,
Central and East Africa. These appeals have
brought a response of $43,471 from churches and
their agencies in Britain, Australia, Canada the
Netherlands, and Sweden, and this has enabled
§20,000 to be sent to the Christian Council of South
Africa. The Council’s Secretary, Mr. Basil Brown,
estimates that for 1967, at least $35,000 will be
required to meet known needs. The Council had
only $9.184 in hand on September 1 to finance a
relief programme up to the end of 1966.

“The people of these val-
leys have not had a harvest
for four years. They really
suffer. Many of them did
not plough this year. Those
hed

‘d()il;g a lot of havoc.

“Our people sold their
mealies to the stores to
get hard cash in the hope

who plot have had a | that when rain fell they
small harvest | Would be able to plough
“In January 1966 there for new crops. Some
was 10.27 inches of rain and even burned the grass —
in February 1.39 inches. a foolish practice — in
During JLli-U"_ July and preparation for rain.
August there was no rain at “In many places cattle
all. refuse to go for grazing and
“The heavy rains in
January damaged many @R R/ /R R
fields because we have clay
soils here and the water
cannot seep into the
ground. The Inadi river
nearby has had no water
for months. There are only
a few places in the river §
bed where there is water @
and men and cattle are €
drinking it. So there is S
much disease. In our @
school of 240 children there ;’S @
are 72 cases of pellagra.” @
“In this district we

bave had very little rain
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since 1964. That year the
land very dry and
many children died. I re-
member one home where
three children died in two
days, one after another.
Many cattle died too.

was

“Rain was insufficient
and crops were scanty.
Many homes now have no
food.”

* * %

“In one of my schools
there should be 120 child-
ren but now I have only 86.
TB and malnutrition are

prefer to be around their
masters as much as to say,
‘yvou burned our food, now
give us what you eat.” Many
die every day and there is
nothing we can do. Even if
it rains, the animals will
be too weak to pull the
ploughs. By now fields
should be ploughed to pre-
pare for the first rains. All

the egadry is sllent as if in
mourning.”

* * *

“A few of our cows can
no longer give milk. Con-

sequently we have a great
shortage of milk, hardly
any at all. The Iittle
fields have given no
vegetables, no crops for
last three years. Our
children are suffering
from general malnutri-
tion and TB.

“Expectant mothers are
under - nourished and so
their babies are handicap-
ped right from conception,
and when weaning time
comes there is no nutritious
food to build the child up
to resist disease. Many of
our families are on the

border of starvation. I
understand that our
African infant mortality

rate is one in four.
“During the first half of
this year our Church
helped 3,354 children with
nutritious food and 2,093
adults with staple food.”
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* * *

“A few years ago our
Circuit invited a white
man experienced in find-
ing places where there is
water underground. He
discovered there was a
good supply of water a
little more than 200 feet
below the surface of the
land. Unfortunately no
further action was taken
because funds did not
permit.”

* * *
“Most of the springs here

have dried up for the first
time in memory. There
have been barely any crops
this year. Most of the
women and grown girls are
doing piece work on the
surrounding farms but for
this they are paid the
ridiculous wage of 13 cents
to 15 cents a day.

“There is no grazing, no
hay, no mealie stalks, and
the water is far away and
very scarce; just a few
pools of dirty water. The
stock is miserable and
starving. Every day you can
see dead beasts lying here
and there, starved to death.
This stock is the ‘reserve
bank’ of the Africans here.

“I have helped many
people, especially widows
with children, who are
mostly living on what
they can get from
charity, and on little
herbs they find here and
there in damp spots.
Many of our school
children are dressed in
rags.”

* * *

“Part of this area |is
owned by the government,
who have "sunk bore holes
and found good water for
the Africans. But a vast
tract is owned by the Afri-
cans themselves and the
water situation is critical.
Many people have to travel
two or three miles to obtain
very poor water. They ob-
tain this water by digging
a hole in a donga and
allowing the water to seep
in. Most of the cattle drink
once a day only.”

* * *

“The cattle are all perish-
ing as they are too lean to
stand the cold that has
come with the new season.
Because of drought, veld
fires have destroyed all
vegetation and have made
it difficult for even farm
animals to live. The big
rivers are drying up, with
odd pools of muddy water
here and there. In most in-
stances the people have to
travel more than three
miles to fetch water.”

The Rev.
perfectly right

Colin

that “any belief that our nation
is closer to God than theirs is a
delusion.” The official reason
for Christ’s crucifixion was,

the thinking of Ss. Peter and
Paul as they developed in the
Christian life, surely, shows the
same thing. I do not follow him,
however, when he goes on to
talk about the “political” heresy
of converting “enough people in
every country” ending up with
the Kingdom of God—on earth,
he means presumably.

I do not belong to the
“Evangelical Wing” (whatever
that may mean) but I do be-
lieve that when we pray, “Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven" that
is just what we are praying for.
The fact that professing Chris-
tians do “wash their hands, in
a public -statement, of the

I feel most truly sorry for
Millard Lindley and any others
who really believe that “psychic
| work (is) the most important
thing in the world, by far.” Let
his letter make my point.

He quotes “that great scien-
tist, Sir Oliver Lodge” as pro-
nouncing that “life was con-
| tinuous and goes on after this
one,” a decision the great man
| had reached “after years of in-
’ vestigation with reputable
mediums.” This intelligence,
Mr. Lindley says, “has helped
to keep me going in the face cf
adverse circumstances and
periods of unhappiness when
life has seemed very hard.”

Who, I wonder, wants an
endless continuation of *“ad-
verse circumstances and periods

(of unhappiness when life has

seemed very hard?” What will

[help to overcome these circum-

stances when we have left this
part of life and passd through

Morris is
(back page,
N.C.N., October) to point out

surely, because he stressed just
this point. What happened to

LETTERS

WE PRAY FOR THE
KINGDOM
“ON EARTH”

Vietnam tragedy” (as well as
racial discrimination, hunger
and a whole host of other evils)
does not alter the truth.

These evils are not new to
our time, they were attacked by
Christ and by His followers,
many of whom were martyred
for this very reason. Of course,
“professing Christians” have
failed to follow their Master—
no honest Christian could deny
this and as we are part of a
Body, we share this guilt.

We confess it and we shall
only be forgiven in so far as we
recognise these evils and try to
do something to aleviate them,
at whatever cost to ourselves.
This situation seems to show
the meaning of the statement
attributed to St. Augustine
that “the blood of the martyrs
is the seed of the Church.”

Marie Caummaerts

Station Road,
Marlow,
Bucks.

| Psychic “ treadmill of
empty dismay ”’

the experience we call death?
Are we to have another set of
investigations, another batch
of “reputable mediums,” fur-
ther encouragement to accept
the present discomfort with the
knowledge that life never ends?
God forbid Christianity ever
succumbs to such a treadmill
of empty dismay.

And yet, Sir, your own news-
paper seems recently, with its
emphasis_ on spiritualism, to
have fallen into the same error
of thinking that “evidence” of
continuing life after death is
what Christianity means by the
term “eternal life.” How about
treating us to some real Chris-
tian teaching about eternal
life for a change?

F. E. Chard (Rev.)

Ewood Vicarage,
Blackburn,
Lancashire.

Next world harvest

could be crucial
Desperate food/population race

There is no room for complacency about world
hunger in view of the production and population

figures for 1965-66, writes

Dr. B. R. Sen, Director-

General of the United Nations Food and Agricultural
Organisation, in a foreword to the report on the state

of food and agriculture.

The ‘report reveals that
world food production failed
to rise in 1965-66, but poula-
tion increased by about 70
million. Widespread drought
led to poor harvests “not in
the midst of plenty” but
after several years of a neck-
and-neck race between food
and population.

Estimates indicate that
food production per person
in developing regions
dropped back to the inade-
quate level of 1957-58.

“But for good harvests in
North America, world pro-
duction would almost cer-
tainly have declined,” Dr.
Sen writes. “In each of the
developing regions, except
the Near Fast, food produc-
tion 1s estimated to have
fallen by 2 per cent. in total,
and 4 to 5 per cent. on a per
caput basis.

“When many millions are

already inadeguately nour-

ished, there is little if any
margin against the effects of
a bad season.”

North American grain
stocks have been reduced to
their lowest level for more
than a decade.

Precarious

In Dr. Sen’s view, the
world food situation is now
more precarious than at any
time since the period of
acute shortage immediately
after the war. The world has
become much more depen-
dent on current production
and hence on weather con-
ditions.

“1It is therefore with some
anxiety that we await the
outcome of the 1966-67
harvests.”
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‘RETIREMENT
WITHOUT BITTERNESS’
COURSE

by Marion

A few years ago the forward-looking West Riding
engineering firm of Richard Sutcliffe Ltd. introduced
schemes to help workers approaching retirement.

When a man reaches 65

he can do one of three|done by someone else if they

things. The first is to take
the non-contributory pen-
sion which the company
grants—1s. a week for every
year of service—and retire
altogether. Or he can con-
tinue to work full time and
postpone his pension. Or he

can take the retirement
pension and work part-
time.

If declding on the latter
course he does four periods
of work, each lasting 3}
hours every week. Beyond
this the system is flexible.
The work can be done in the
mornings or afternoons just
as the men wish, though
most prefer mornings. They
choose their own ways.

To be suddenly cut off at 65
from what has formed the
mmain part of a man’s life can
be bitter. He sadly.misses the
companionship at work and
the interchange of views on
sport and allied topics. A
scheme such as that run by
thls Horbury firm ensures
that a man is kept in touch
without being hard pressed
at work, yet doing a useful
job with keenness and con-
scientiousness.

It is not a case of provid-
ing these older men with
any odd jobs; the work
they do would have to be

Troughton

were not available.

One part - time worker
sald: “It give: you indepen-
dence and you can afford a
pipe of tobacco and a glass
of beer without having to
seek for charity.” (National
Assistance is still considered
such by many independent
Yorkshire folk).

Fulfilment
Suteliffe’s Group  Per-
sonnel Officer, Mr. G. N.
Barthorpe, believes that
people should be thinking
about retirexmnent when

around 50 and start plan-
ning for what can be a time
of fulfilment and enjoyment
depending on adjustment.

To help those nearing
this time of life the firm has
run courses of lectures in
co-operation with the
Staincross and Gaskell
Institute of Further Educa-
tion under the West Riding
Education Authority.

The average age of those
taking part is 62 and num-
bers are kept small to
facilitate free discussion.

Talks include those on
health by doctors, a health
inspector and other experts.
Finance in relation to
retirement is dealt with by
a retired bank manager.

RUBBISH TIP IS
BASE FOR EXPORTS

A giant rubbish tip at

being used to help Britain’s export drive.
expanding firms wanting to increase sales abroad are

building new premises on
refuse has been dumped

40,000 cubic yards of shale have been brought in to |
make the eight acre site usable and by January the
£80,000 development will be complete.

The two firms are Peter
Hamilton Equipment, Ltd.,
and Lemand Machinery,
Ltd., both subsidiaries of
Lehane, MacKenzie and
Shand, Ltd., the building
and civil engineering con-
tractors.

Hamllton Equipment is a
sales and service company
for hydraulic excavators and

Clay Cross, Derbyshire, is
For two

the tip where the town’s
for 30 years. More than

dumper trucks and Lemand
have an agency for cars,
trucks, Land Rovers, tractors
and other commercial
vehicles and a plant hire
fleet. They have outgrown
their premises at Rowsley |
where they have 150 em-
ployees.

NEW BOOKS

by Peter Creft

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
New World — Alan T. Dale — Oxford University

Press.

Readiness for Religion
Rupert Hart Davis.

Both these series illustrate
the new look in Christian
education. Their aim is to
foster a growth in the sense
of wonder and discovery
through a child's own ex-
periences.

Dr. Goldman is directing
his books at the younger
junior and asking them to
explore what he calls “life

themes” — light, bread,
sheep; — he looks at these
things in terms of art,
music, science, history,

geography and personal re-
lationships, thus making the
world of the Bible their
world, realistically linking it
with the snace age.

Mr. Dale's series carries on

e d s P REE Goldman,[

l from there. Any child with a
| reading age of 94 can cope
| with books 1 — 3; any with
a reading age of 11 plus can
cope with books 4 and 5. |
He presents the New
Teslament in five books;
there are background chap-'
ters, the story is interspersed
with helpful comment, at
the end of each book there's
a section of “Things to Do.” |
The copious illustrations, by |
artists, school children and
photozraph are superb.
Anyone concerned with
teaching the Christian faith, '
at home in school or Sun-|
day School, should take a
long look at both these
series. They're first class.

X%

FOR CHRISTMAS last year we
had two guests from Nigeria Man
and wife, he was a student and she
had just arrived to join him in time
to sample a nice old fashioned Eng-
lish winter.

Neither of them had any experi-
ence at all of British social customs
and neither of us had any experi-
ence of Nigerian social customs.
Both of them were acutely intelli-
gent, and hugely aware of their
"disadvantages’’ in both colour and
awkwardness. She couldn’t manage
the English language too well.

We hadn’t really given it a
thought beyond that it would be
“nice’ to share our Christmas with
some poor, lonely visitors from over-
seas.

| wonder what we expected? Per-
haps they would sit quietly by the
fire, watching television, telling
amusing stories about their home-
land, enjoying our food, luxuriating
in a bed with an extra blanket.

My wife's smile froze when they
arrived. For the three days of
Christmas they had brought enough
food to feed a tribe for a week.

He took me aside. “Of course,”
he said, “my wife would like to do
her own cooking. She isn’t used to
English food.”

“Of course,” | said.

The arrangements for Christmas
cooking in a British kitchen seldom
leave room for intrusions of any
sort, let alone the staggering
achievements plotted by our guests.

Never before had she cooked
with non-stick pans, or with gas.
Never had she washed up in hot
water. She had such a sweet smile,
and when she walked into the kit-
chen bearing yam powder, and a
large collection of vegetables and
packages, we didn’t argue. She took
the place over.

“Tell you what, old man,” | said
to my smiling friend. “You cook the
meal toniaht, and we'll cook to-
morrow. There just isn’t room for
two cooks in one kitchen.” He
smiled agreement.

That night we ate Nigerian. They
loved it. We hated it, frankly, but
my wife. bless her, smiled all the
way to the toilet. We hated it even
more when we went into the kitchen
and saw the mess.  Every pan had
been used. The floor was covered in
a kind of sticky mucous goo.  The
stove was like a slapstick film
pronertv.

On Christmas Day they expected
us to kill a goat. When we did not
they were extremely disappointed.
Instead we produced a gigantic
turkey and they were appalled.
Surely we wouldn’t eat that!

We did. Tha meal started at 1.30.

T P ) :
i  Wouldn’t it be nice, we thought,
to have some black people here;

;for Christmas..but..

‘They wanted
‘us to kill
'a GOAT

for dinner

They turned down many items, but
loved the turkey, and neither of
them rose from the table until 3.15
p.m. Then they staggered to bed,
and we saw no more of them until
8.30 at night.

"Perhaps we’'ve killed them,”
wife suggested nervously.

“We've merely filled them’ |
assured her.

When they came down they
sampled a spare wing or two, toyed
with a few mince pies, played some
extraordinary Nigerian ‘78’ records,
and then came the night.

In bed they had four hot water
bottles. In their room was an elec-
tric fire, an oil heater, and a fan
heater. Waking in the night, we
heard the fan heater blowing the
meter round.

“They don’t understand that it
costs money,” | said. “‘Surely
they’re warm enough in there?” |
lay, becoming furious. Finally |
leapt up, tore downstairs, rushed
frantically into the garage and
switched the power off at the mains.

my

In the morning | switched it on
again before the cock crew. There
were no complaints.

Our Nigerian friends continued
to enliven Christmas. He wore
national costume to read the
Christmas story in our church on

Sunday, Boxing Day. We took them
to cocktail parties among the neigh-
bours where she went quickly to
sleep in the best chairs while people
were trying to find out from her
what folk actually DID in Nigeria
at Christmas time.

We introduced HIM to a woman
who stood a little to the right of Mr.
Vorster in South African politics,
and was fresh in from Capetown.
She stared into his grinning black
face across her large gin, and froze
That made our day.

Finally, we sat round and sang
carols with great joy while HE
played the piano, better than | ever
could. Before we went to our beds
for their last night we tatked deeply
about the Christian faith we all
confessed.

“|t's so hard to share anything
with people of another country. We
knew this was going to be difficult,
and it has been. But we shall never
foraet it,"” he said.

Neither shall we, mate, thought
my qood wife. But she caught my
eye as she thought it, and smiled.

It was what you might call a very
hard Christmas.

Try one yourself. But don't ex-
pect anything but trouble, hard
work. frustration, and deep, deep
satisfaction.

LAURENCE YARDLEY
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may replace

prison

for some

Discharged and homeless
prisoners should be catered
for in a network of hostels,
with varying degrees of
supervision, and this form
of treatment should be far

| more widely considered as

‘ an alternative to prison
| than it is now.

This is the view of the work-
ing party on the place of
voluntary service in after
| care, set up in 1965 under
| the chairmanship of the
| Dowager Marchioness of

Reading.

The report sees these hestels
as the responsibility of the
Probation and After Care
Service, which, however,
must work closely with the
Ministry of Labour, the
National Health Service,
and voluntary community
workers who have a cen-

| tral role.

| The provision of large num-
|  bers of hostels, the report
says, is essential to the re-
habilitation of the 5,000 or
so homeless ex-prisoners,
and it is stressed that they

l must be supported by
adequate Government
{ grants, on a per capita

basis, and registered with
the Home Office

The working party sees the
hostels as ranging from
specialised establishments,
staffed by retired prison
officers, which would pro-
vide a framework of dis-
cipline for those too used
to institutional life to
make their own way un-
aided, to bed-sitting rooms
for women or men who

| dislike institutional at-

| mospheres and prefer to
live on their own.

In both these cases, the
working party suggests,
grants should be made.

The Home Office should
finance an experimental
hostel of the first type,
and, in the second. in-
dividual landladies should
be encouraged to take this
type of lodger by a guaran-
tee from the local proba-
tion and after care com-
mittee that any theft,
damage, or arrears of reat
would be reimbursed.

The most urgent provision,
however, is a network of
multi-purpose hostels, at
the disposal of local pro-
bation and after care com-
mittees for emergency and
classifying purposes.

Ideally, the report says,
there should be no need
for “these at all as the
prisoner’s needs should
have been worked out
while he was still in prison,
but in many cases such
prov'sion is inadegquate. or
a prisoner fails to honorr
commitments made on h's
behalf.

The working party recom-
mends that sexes, ac<es,
and dependency groups
should be kept senarate,
although it recognises that
this would increase the
difficulties.

Specialised hostels should be
provided for discharged
alcoholies — the largest
group needing this kind of
after care —for men w'th
mental or physical d’s-
turbances, and for those of
very low intellizence who
are incapable of holding
down a job.
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THE PLEASURE OF OUR COMPANY

PARTIES 7 — PR
THE ENGLISH

just “Knees Up”>
ARE IN

Harvest and Hallowe’en only just behind them,
A Ru I .

and the leaves still on the trees, the shops lead
the way with Christmas tinsel a-glitter in their
windews, as they carefully announce the number
Time was when a party invitation was something
we got excited about. What would mine host have up
his sleeve this time for our enjoyment? What could

of “shopping days to Christmas.”
we exypect in the eats line from that clever little wife

their pre-Christmas “bean feast” or “knees-up”
ever since last Yuletide begin to gain enthusi-
astic momentum. In city, town and village they
prepare to mark the Christmas festival with
seasenable “do’s” for all ages and classes.

It takes a Victory or Coronation night to per-
suade the English to let their hair down and
come revelling into the streets, But Christmas -
may find them “showing a leg” with the best in

Then party M.C.s who have been planming
of his?

Even running our own
party gave us a lot of plea-
sure. It was good to shar-
pen our wits on a pro-
gramme we thought would
help to make the party go
with a swing. It was a
challenge we could get our
teeth into

Now the anticipation is
more on the lines of: “Hope
old Bill's got plenty to
drink,” or “D’you think
those boring neighbours
will be there?”

Boring — that seems to
be the attitude most of us
hav these days to the
coc} 1 party or Christ-

get-together. What

> possibly talk about

our friends’ boring

friends? Will there be

enough drinks to loosen our

tongues and avold those

38 rassing silences that

most 1s have become
lazy enough to accept?

Overdressed

Or formal — so formal
that we work ourselves up
into a tizzy beforchand
wondering what to wear
and then find we're over-
dressed in a D.J. and silk
shift or under-dressed in
a lounge suit and woolly
dress.

Aren't we sidestepping
the real issue? A party
should be a gay occasion
when we let our hair down
and exchange animated
conversation with those we

like or with new people
we're glad to meet. The
drinks — now considered to

be far more important than
the food — should be
merely a happy accom-
paniment.

Party games were fun,
let's face it. They forced us
to mix together instead of
sticking to the same small
clique because it involves
too much effort getting
around to strangers.

Nowadays, If we suggest a
game, our visitors look at
us as if we’re mad. The
very idea that they should
actually be expected to do
something to make the
party to go well is re-
garded as old-fashioned.

Even the tame pianist
who was always a sure-fire
success Is kept hidden
away. Songs round the
piano are thought of as
something from another
decade.

by Pat Plant

On the continent the
English party is considered
a dull affair. And we seem
to have accepted this role
and settled into a rut
party-wise.

Even the Scots enjoy
themselves more than we
do south of the Tweed. We
moan about the expense
when with a little more
effort a party can be a hit
without costing too much.
Instead of “Let's give a
party” it's now: “I suppose
we ought to have a party
and settle our debts.”

We're resentful of being
omitted from somebody’s
party list without stopping
to think what sort of con-
tribution we may have
made in the past. Isn't it
possible we may have
been left out on purpose
because we had got into the
habit of standing around
waiting for others to scin-
tillate?

Change

We've all known how
the atmosphere can
miraculously change
with the arrival of just
one lively character. It
is surely time for us to
try and give more of
ourselves instead of
self-consciously  living
up to the image others
have of us.

|
|

An Englishman is never happy
but when he is miserable.
-19th Century proverb

FOR MICHAEL,
HAPPINESS IS
SAX-SHAPED

Michael Pilane, a South African refugee in the

| Congo wrote to the World Council of Churehes’

Africa Secretary in Geneva ang asked if he could
be given a clarinet or tenor saxophone so that he
could earn as a muscian part of his maintenance.

“I believe it is a sin,” he wrote, “to live and be
content under charity when one is physically fit
and mentally sound.”

A letter was at once sent to the Rev. Juel
Nordby, of the Congo Protestant Relief Agency in
Leopoldville, and the day after it was received a
saxophone was handed to Michael.

“It so happened,” Mr. Nordby explains, “that
when the United Nations military forces left the
Congo, the chaplain of the Swedish contingent
came to me with a saxophone and thus I was able
to satisfy Michael’s request,.

“You should have seen his face when I brought
the instrument. He was dancing with joy.”

To the W.C.C.’s Africa Secretary, Michael wrote:
“You have changed my dreams to reality. There is
nothing more I want. I have all I wanted.”

club, pub or dance hall, determined to make the
season as “Merry” as the greetings cards will
have it.

Mayors, Masons and Local Hunts stage their
“annual ball.”

Offices, Women’s Institutes and rugger clubs
their party or dinner.

Private houses provide cocktails or punch.

Public houses, beer, piano and “grand draw.”

Many of the attendant merry-makers prefer
less gregarious activities and look forward to
Chrisimas Day spent quietly in the besom of
their family.

Nevertheless, the success of the festivities does
depend hugely on the participation of both party-
giver and party-goer.

The party-giver sheuld provide good cheer and
cemvivial company—and cultivate that rare gift
of fading from the limelight; whilst keeping a
sharp eye on the enjoyment of his guests.

The party-goer can contribute by relishing the
goed cheer and the good company—and he should
take his departure assuring his hosts that THEIR
party has been the outstanding event of the
Festive Season.

DIANA DUNCAN.

Be a devil,
go in your
old togs!

Once again, "It doesn’t seem like Christmas.”
Soon we shall be eating too much, drinking too much
and sleeping too little and after the parties and a few
days off from work, most of us will be glad it's all
over for another year.

Christmas and its ottendant festivities have
steadily become more wearying, especially in affluent
urban areas. Money has deadened our sensitivity to
the message of Christmas, and television and other
forms of ready-made -entertainment have drugged
our powers of enjoyment.

Many of us have forgotten how to appreciate a
party and the spirit of the bottle is too often our
solution. We drift around at cocktail parties, grin-
ning inanely and making idiotic conversation. At
cheese and wine parties we nibble and sip.

Dinner parties are agony and we ruin our digestion
and that of other guests by toying with the cutlery
and swallow nervously and noisily. It is too much
trouble to organise party games and even if we did,
would our friends really appreciate it?

To be capable of enoying a party, we must partici-
pate and let ourselves go a little. As guests, all that
is required of us is happiness and a readiness to share
this with others. As hosts, we should spend some
thought and effort beforehand planning the evening
and eats.

To be different, suggest your guests come in their
old clothes as these are wisest for your party anyway,
it isn’t a fashion parade. We could still recapture the
old magic and make it feel like Christmas again if
we would only take the risk of being ourselves, and
thinking of others, 2

SHEILA BRYAN
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CAVERSHAM AW AKE'!

An urgent call to vigilance
by “ Caversham Resident ”

Thi§ Autumn saw two highly successful public meetings. The first one
nrgan!sed by the Education Department at the request of Reading Li 1
Association, and was to explain the Council’s plan for Secondary Education in

THE NEWSPAPER OF [HE ANGLICANS
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EDITOR: The Rev. J. G. Grimwade, The Rectory Caver-
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ADVERTISING MANAGER: Mr. J. A Hargreaves, 11, Berry-
lands Road, Caversham. Tel 71478.

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr. W. C S Harrison, Brendoa
House, Westonbirt Drive. Caversham Tel. 12331
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A time
for action

WO important matters are given prominence by different contributors

in this edition of the “Caversham Bridge,” the one a national, the other

a local matter, but one for which the BRIDGE, as Caversham’s own paper,
must Le used as a forum for discussion.

Christians of all denominations are rightly showing grave concern with
the proposed Bill which seeks to bring to an end the growing practice of
“pack street” abortions. Few will question the need for legislation but
Christians view with alarm certain aspects of the Bill, which has already
Teceived a second reading in the House of Commons.

The petitien, which has been drafted by Mr. Collett, who is himself the
buskand of a doctor, deserves the thoughtful consideration of our readers.
Can anyone be satisfied with a Bill which provides for abortion where the
mother is likely to find the care of the child too great a burden, or beyond
her capacity?

How can these things be determined in advance of the event? Is the Biil
not also placing the medical profzssion in the intolerable position of judg-
ing issues which are not merely medical ones? Indeed can one really suc-
cessfully tie up in legal terms matters which can never be defined merely
in such terms?

The Bill, as it stands, cannot expect to be supported by Christian people.
We can at least feel the Bishops will introduce amendments when it
reaches the Fouse of Lords, but ig is our responsibility to make it plain to
10 our own Member of Parliament that Caversham Christians will be
gravely alarmed if Mr. Lee votes for this Bill in its present form.

S T T T TR T T AR A R

The other matter which faces us is that of the future development of
Caversham. Just because a public enquiry has been held we must not sup-
pese that the matter is closed. Development is a long term process and
policy can be changed before anything happens. Here is seems that much
more knowledge is needed.

What sort of public services and shops are, in fact, wanted in a com-
munity with the population that Caversham and surrounding areas on the
same bank of the Thames are likely to have by 19802 The Caversham Adult
Centre could fulfil a great service by arranging as soon as possible a series
of lectures en the principals of town planning.

Mr. Marshall, in the article we publish this month, will, I hope, allay
some of the fears that have been expressed to the proposed development.
But we need more information as to the sort of public services that it is
economical to provide. How many shops can the communities at Emmer
Green, Caversham Heights and Caversham Park be expected to want for
their more local needs?

Are there intermediate stores between the big ones of Reading and the
smaller local ones which should be provided in a Caversham centre and
which will save housewives the journey to Reading?

Let’s have some lectures and discussion in Caversham’s own adult centre
to help us towards the right solution.

The community sense in Caversham is a growing reality. But let us be
sure we know the needs of all Caversham residents, and then we must see
that the voice of Caversham is not only heard but also heeded in the rooms
of the Town Hall.

And we are very glad that Reading’s new Town Clerk is a Caversham

resident. i
Gl e
/P;_
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questions from the audien

bustuousness, and severe but
good-tempered  cr m the
meeting arranged in Caversham
by the Planning Department of
the Town Hall on the proposed
shopping precinct development
plan in Church Street was
quite an experience. To anyone
taking a jaundiced view of the
appalling apathy of the Greal
British Public, this was a real
tonic. Councillor Williams,
Chairman of the Planning
Committee, was in the chair
and Mr. Tee, Deputy Town
Clerk, and Mr. Scragg, Chiel
Planning Officer. were on thy
platform.

I do not recollect a single
speaker from the floor having
a word to say in favour of the
plan. Admittedly, many of
these were the present shop-
keepers and this proposed plan
is going to hit them hard. But
there were quite a few house-
wives and others without a
vested interest who also spoke
up against the plan finding the
present shops adequate and
pralsms the service given

Next day 1 discovered many
of the shopkeepers were quite
| touched by the warmth of the
| tributes they received from
their customers at this meetling

Ridiculous

It seems perfectly ridiculous
| to force more shops on to this
| part of Caversham when. by the
’adm!sﬂun of the platform. the
| results of the survey showed the

existing shops are not being
used to capacity

| 1t also seems perfectly ridicu-
| lous to force more shops on to
| this part of Caversham which
‘\vill add to traffic congestion.
| The plans dealing with the
| traffic seemed hopelessly 1n-
adequate, and even the mention
of a new bridgg, occurring as it
does in Phase II1 and not likely
to be built for at least twoj
decades, seemed particularly |
futile and not material to the |
| presenl issue.

The Editor
regreis .. ..

both that the Novem- ||
per issue of the Caver-
sham Bridge was de- |
livered late by our
printers so that the dis-
tributors were incon-
venienced, and that a
number of mistakes {
were made outside our ‘\

|

1

| | control: the remarks on
| Caversham Park attri-
buted to the Editor
were not written by
him but by a Roman
Catholic contributor
and a number of photo-
graphs went unacknow-
ledged.

Readers have also en-
quired who the author
was of “Talking Point.” \

It was written by the
Vicar of Mapledurham, ||
the Rev. Eric Wood. We | |
are very sorry about 1
these mistakes and ||
have been uared by
those responsible that
they will not be re-
peated.

BUT for sheer liveliness, rum- |

Reading. The Chief Education Officer, Mr. W. L. Thomas. and Mrs. A. Sturrock
Chairman of the Education Committee were the speakers and there were man;

ce after. This was a good meeting

We learnt that as part of the | Local Government

new precinct project, a car park |[for sine
will be provided. BUT. at the|
public enquiry. in spite |
voking the assistar
Ministry’s Inspector ce
out the enquiry. the Lib
presentative was unable to draw
from the applicants
ment as to whether or not the
car park space they plan to
provide is to be free
not, it is highly likely
will not be used.

Day-to-day shopping is what
we have in Caversham. and
further day-to-day shopping
facilities are what the
developers plan for this pse-
cinct. This does not involve
most of us in much time, and
it is hardly likely that we sha
think it worth while paying to
park our cars for the shor
time involved.

any state-

Criticism wi
really

If the shopping facilities on best
the outside fringes of
sham were increased,
cars and public
should be relieved, and a
deal of time and money s
by the people living in
parts. For example, there
chemist shop or fishmong
Emmer Green and t
a constan

Return bus fares on top of the
price of the odd herr is a
lot to an O.A.P., not to mention
time and effort involved
Finally, there would appear
two further points wich the
awakening inhabitants of
Caversham mig to notice.
From P. J. Seaby's letter in the
* Chronicle " of October 21. 1966
it would appear that the Read-
ing Develooment Map approved
by the Ministry of Housing and

QO

The Amey Group through its
various companies, produces
sand gravel, stone Premix
Concrete surfacing materials,
industrial flooring, building
blocks and prestressed and

precast concrete products

Ameys

THE AMEY GROUP LIMITED
LOWER WOCTTON . BOAR'S HILL

OXFORC
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Postl;g

Abortion :
Catholic

. .o

posttion

Mrs. Mair has already
written on the Abortion Bill in
Your September issue. Further
to her letter I would like to
make the following additions:

Widespread opposition to this
Bill, as it stands, has come from

" ¥ quarters embracing all
classes and all creeds, and also
requests for amendments to

certain clauses contrary to the
ethical code accepted by all
who hold life sacred. To us
Catholics, of course, all life in
the womb is sacred

I would also like to bring to
attention an addtional aspect
in the proposed Bill, namely
that of the position of those
doctors, nurses and others who
being conscientious objectors
may be asked act against
their cons ation to
n and,
as Britain’s Catholic Doctors’
Guild has declared, it would be
the first time in British history
that coercion would be brought
to bear inst the profession.
I may also add that the Catho-
Doctors that our
1 services should do every-
their power to aid the

SS

which was part
law long before

principle
common

human
unborn

of England
life, extends
child.

Justification for abortion is
accepted by the law where the
continuance of the pregnancy
would endanger the life and
health of the mother, and this
rarely happens.

However, an entirely new
concept has been introduced in
the proposed bill. .Clause 1 (c)
allows abortion if it is con-
sidered that the pregnant
woman's capacity as a mother
will be overstrained by her care
of a child. As a doctor I could
not agree to a law asking a
doctor to prophesy about any-
thing . as intangible as a
woman’'s capacity as a mother,
nor to a law justifying destruc-
tion of life on those indefinable
social grounds.

Pauline Collett.

affords to
to the

Residents
organised

The newly formed Caversham
Residents’ Committee collected
960 signatures in the course of
one week to the petition pro-

of
the
18929 Act, namely, that the pro-
tection which the common law

quiry held in the Town Hall

testing against both the pro-

in distress g perty compar and the local

those who value authority’s plans for the de-

ife and )mln{\n velopment of the land lying

 should Tallyiin Lo e iChoyeh fSkreet ind. tHe
‘,. ll}v;x; ]url.ln,1 ’;\'1 [P Sar)

H‘(“Il(l:lll: I:‘t*‘l‘k)‘:h‘; This was presented to the

- Inspector appointed by the

Murphy O'Connor. Minister of Housing and Local

G ment at the public en-

on

October 12 and 13. The matter

'l Is now in the hands of the
A doctor s Minister and it is likely to be
some siderable time betore

Sas his decision is known.
pos'ilon This may or may not be the
end of this particular ca but
The law on abortion, as it it is tain that there are
now star needs clarification. many matters of concern
er, t I upon a ® ham residents. It is

proposed therefore to put the
Caversham Residents’ Commit-
tee, which, because of the need
for immediate action has been
of an ad ho¢ nature, on a more
regular basis, .

Those interested in joining or
supporting it should contact
Mrs, Sheila Clifton, 52, St.
Anne's Road, Caversham. Tele-
phone Reading 71054,

S. Clifton.
Secretary.

MISS MARY
HASELHURST
LEAVES

After a recent church
parade a presentation was
made to Miss Mary Hasel-
hurst as a small token of
appreciation by St. Peter’'s
Cub Pack.

Transferred from Bristol
to Reading, she took over a
very struggling St. Peter's
Cub pack. In two years the
Pack became one of the
best in the town with a
waiting list as long as its
membership of 30. The
Pack attended a Pack holi-
day in Somerset in the first
year of her reign, and in
Kent this year. She organi-
sed trips to the Circus, Gil-
well Park, Windsor, etc. and
the Pack took part in every
one of the Jubilee Year
celebrations.

Mary is an exalted mem-
ber of the Movement, being
a member of the Gilwcll‘
Park Training Team, :\ndi
A.D.C. Cubs for Kensington
and an erstwhile A.C.M. of |
a Bristol Pack. (She is also |
a Civil Servant in her spare |
time).

Mary's transfer to Bath
has left an enormous gap in
our Scouter Team, and we
doubt whether we shall
ever have an Akela again of
such calibre.

S i
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Lon Adams’ photograph shows Miss Haselhurst receiving her

S

presentation.

THE TIMING
OF PUBLIC
ENQUIRIES

By Winnie Darter

It is too late now to com-
plain about the recent pub-
lic enquiry into Caver-
sham'’s development, but it
is not too late to raise a
question which has
bothered some of us ever
since.

| Why must public enquiries—

particularly when they

concern large numbers of
local rezidents—be held at

a time when it is frankly

impossible for many
people to attend?
This particular enquiry

lasted two whole days and
while many Caversham
people found time to pop
in for an hour or two, very
few residents or traders
could attend for the whole
time.

if people are to speak or
cross-examine witnesses, it
is vital that they should be
there for the whole pro-
ceedings. In actual fact, in
an enquiry of this nature
the chances are that the
only people able to be pre-
sent the whole time are
the developers themselves
and their legal representa-
tives, and such legal repre-
sentatives as local people
are able to afford. And
good as they may be, legal
personalities are a poor
substitute for the people
themselves.

It will be said, of course,

public servants to work
outside normal office
hours. But why not? Many
people doctors, vets,
shopkeepers, library staff,
etc. — have adjusted their
hours to suit the public.
So why not civil servants,
barristers and so on?

It is simply not good enough
to say that all interested
parties have ‘an equal op-
portunity to have their
case heard and then to
hold the enquiry at a time
which prohibits their at-
tendance. This is a matter
which might well be
brought to the notice of
our Member of Parliament
before many more such
enquiries are held.

With the replanning of Caversham in the news {o-
day, we reprint extracts from a book published in
1843, “The Environs of Reading,” edited bye J. (G
Robertson, which gives a picture of Caversham in an
earlier and gentler age.

ECHOES FROM A

“Proceeding towards Caver-
sham, we pass under the ari

And, as anyone will realise, |

that one cannot expect |

way of the Great Western Rail-
road, and through  some
pleasant meadows, the scene of
several battles, to which we
shall allude more particularly
when we describe Caversham in
a future trin.
“The scenery around is very
pleasing and diversified; em-
| bracing rich meadow-lands and
cultivated fields, bounded on
the north by a lengthened ridge
of hills which line the southern
borders of Oxfordshire; and are
covered with parks, woods and
corn fields. interspersed with
mansions, villas and cottages.

“The tranquility of these
|meads has of late been
strangely broken in upon, by
the commercial enterpris
distinguishes the time
the quiet pastures convertad
into a scene of manufacturing
activity and bustle,

“On reaching  Caversham
Bridge, which is an old one, and

consequently not of the most
convenient  construction, agl-
though the Berkshire part of

it has been of Jate years im-

proved, we observe on our right
a number of fishing punts and

gaily-painted pleasure
which are let at very
charges, by the week, the day,
or the hour, by THOMAS
F'_REEBODY. long established in
his calling, and well-known in
Reﬂdmg. rom his having en-
‘)o_\'ed upwards of 30 years' ex-
| perience as a fisherman.

| RICHARD LYFORD, living

boats,
moderate

CHRISTMAS
OWN OLD FOLK

As most
field Road have
modernised, For
have been in the
inhabitants at Ch
to let you know

Mrs. Matthews a
Bowsher is now

Henley~on-Thames.

her old friends

GENTLER AGE

in a house on the bridge, is
another who provides for the
amusement of parties desirous
of enjoying aquatic trips.

“The Thames aflords here al-
most every variety of fresh-
water fish: pike, perch, eels,
chub, roach, dace and gudgeon
are very plentiful and during
the early part of the season
some very fine trout are to be
caught by the experienced
angler. .

“Passing through the village
of Caversham, we keep the road
to the left, by the churchyard.
On ascending the hill, we have
a fine view of Reading, with its
grey pinnacled towers, its
ruined abbey, and Saxon arch-
way. Behind it rises a range of
hills, and in the west, the rich
vale of the Kennet, with the
river flowing in many windings
Beyond this the distant woods
and dark hills of Hampshire
are perceived. :

“The lanes in this neighbour-
hood afford delightful wal
but we must not anticipate,
we shall treat of this parish
more at large hereafter. W: pro-
ceed towards Mapledurham.

“The pedestrian has the
choice of two roads: the one by
the river, through Caversham

arren, is the nearest, and very
delightful, but ne¢t so con-
venient for carriages. We take
therefore the high road, which
will be found very picturesque,
and agreeably shaded for miles
on either side, by the spreading
oaks and lofty elms which line
it.” B

FOR OUR

people know, the almshouses in West-
now been emptied and are being
the benefit
habit of doing something for the
ristmas time, we thought it best
where they are at present,

nd Miss Keep are temporarily
at the almshouses in Castle Street, and Mrs.
with her son and
at The Kennels, Coppid Hall,

of those of you who

daughter-in-law
Binfield Heath,

They will be returning as
Soon as the almshouseg are ready, we hope in the
SPring, and in the meantime we are sure they
would welcome Christmas cards as a reminder
that we have not forgotten them in Caversham.
At the time of going to press, Miss Nightingale
who Wae taken to hospital
still in Eustace Ward, Wokingham Hospital, and
we are sure that she; too, will welcome news of
at Christmas time, W.D.

earlier this year, is
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CHURCH OF ENGLAND

ST. PETER'S

Christmas Eve

4.00 p.m. Children’s Gift Service with
3lessing of Crib.

11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.

Christmas Day

7.00 a.m., 8.00 a.m. and 12.15 p.m. Holy
Communion.

9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.

11.00 a.m. Matins.

ST. JOHN'S

Christmas Eve
11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.

Christmas Day

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.45 a.m Family Eucharist.
11.00 a.m. Family Carol Service.

ST. ANDREW'S

Christmas Eve

3.15 p.m. Crib Service.

6.30 p.m. Solemn Evensong and Blessing of
Crib.

11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.

Christmas Day

8.00 am. and 11.15 a.m. Holy Communion.

9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.

ST. BARNABAS’

Christmas Eve

6.00 p.m. Nativity Play by the children

of St. Barnabas'.

11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
Christmas Day

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.

9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist.

ST. MARGARET’S, MAPLEDURHAM

Christmas Eve

11.45 p.m. Midnight Eucharist.
Christmas Day

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion.
9.15 a.m. Parish Communion.
10.00 a.m. Family Service.
11.00 a.m. Matins.
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CHRISTMAS CHURCH SERVICES IN CAVERSHAM

pennnnsnney

The Chairman ZE
and Editorial E
Board of the Z8

Caversham F

Bridge wish /g
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¢ Distributors and 7%

g Advertisers %
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a Happy o8
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New Y 3
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CAVERSHAM BAPTIST
FREE CHURCH

Christmas Day

11.00 a.m. Morning Service.
The Rev. L. 8
Lewis.

6.30 p.m. Evening Servica.
The Rev. L. S
Lewis.

METHODIST
CAVERSHAM
Christmas Day
11.00 a.m. Family Service
Mr. R. A. Loveys.
6.30 p.m y

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
Christmas Eve
1145 p.m. Holy Communion,
Christmas Day

11.00 a.m. Morning Service
The Rev. E. B.
Wright
(No evening ser
vice)

ROMAN CATHOLIC
ST. ANNE’S

Christmas Eve
Midnight Ma
Chris(mas Day
800 am., 930 am. 11 am.
Mass
OUR LADY OF
CAVERSHAM,
RICHMOND ROAD
Christmas Day
8.30 am. and 10.30 am.
Mass

eve

CONFESSIONS BEFORE CHRISTMAS

St. Peter’s
The Rector. Wed., Dec. 21,

7 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 24, 6.15 pm

The Rev. D. Clift. Thurs., Dec. 23, 6.15 p.m

St. John's

The Rector. Tues., Dec. 20, 6.15 p.m

The Rev. H. J. H. Stevinson, Tues

Dec. 21, 8.15 p.m.
81. Andrew’s

The Rector. Wed., Dec. 21,

, Dec. 20, 3 pm.; Wed.,

6 p.m.; Thurs.,

p.m.
The Rev. R. Packer. Fri., Dec. 23, 6.45 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 24,

5.30 p.m.
St. Barnabas’
The Rector. Thurs., Dec. 22

,4 pm.

The Rev. M. T. Coper. Sat., Dec. 24, 5 pm.

St. Anne’s

Sat., Dec. 24, 11 a.m.-12 noon,

pm—i')m 6 p.m.-8 pm

Yes... 1-stop-shopping at last
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" EDUCATION PLANS FOR
CAVERSHAM PARK
VILLAGE

Parents meet with officials

wishing to study until 18
will transfer to Henley at
13 or 16; those staying at

The Chairman of Ox-
fordshire's Education Com-
mittee and Primary Edu-
cation Sub-Committee and
the County's Acting Direc-
tor of Education met the
parents of Caversham Park
Village on November 1 with
the headmasters and other
representatives of Mick-
lands and Sonning Com-
mon County Primary
Schools.

Mr. Durrell, as Director
of Education, explained
that the county had made
plans for Caversham Park
in 1955, when it was clear
that at least a thousand
houses were to be built
there. All this part of the
county would be served by
Micklands School and one
in the northern end of
Caversham Park.

Micklands was now being
expanded to hold the first

next to it. Micklands and
the park school would ex-
pand to suit the numbers
of children using them:
children from the
southern end of Caver-
sham Park would always
go to Micklands.

The boundary within
the park would be flexible,
decided by the number at
either school at any time.
No further children can be
taken in to Sonning Com-
mon unless accommoda-
tion became available and
then parents would have
to provide their children's
transport.

The plans for secondary
education revision has
been published three years
before the Department of
Education and Science put
out its 1965 circular on
comprehensive education.
The comprehensive system

“O" level or C.S.E. exam-
inations. Henley will cease
to have under-13 classes.
In the eventual system, at
some time in the '70s, all
will stay at Chiltern Edge
to 16, then those wishing
to continue studying will
go to Henley or the Tech-

In a lively questioning
session the speakers were
able to clear up many of
the residents’ doubts and
accepted other points for
further investigation.

Chairman said that it was
people involved, but

it was always his desire to
get close to the people he

Dorothy Scriven

Florence

Obituaries

Dorothy

Dorothy Scriven died on
Thursday, October 20. She
passed away very suddenly, very
peacefully, and, as she_\vould
have wished, at home in the
midst of her family.

Britt, as she was known to us
all, had that serenity of charac-
ter that always stems from a
sure faith and a supremely
happy family life, She had a
great love of people gnd an
appreciation of all things of
beauty and good taste. Her
home in Berrylands Road was
always open to her family’s

Vernon-

FLOWERS WERE

HER

LIFE

Scriven

ever-widening circle of friends,
She loved good company, and
we all know the joy she founq
in the companionship of her
husband John and their two
daughters.

We like to think now that
those last three years of her
life, spent amongst us at Caver-
sham and where she made so
many friends, brought her great
happiness.

zar deepest sympathy goes
out to John, Sue and Jane in
their sorrow.

Ellen
Turner

When Ellen Turner died on
October 12 at the age of 69 at
her home in Hemdean Road,
Balmore Hall lost a faithful
caretaker, whose association
with St. Peter's Church and
the Hall went back 50 years to

W.W.

the time of her marriage during
the first world war.

Until 1916 she helped her
hsuband's aunt, Miss Olive
Haggard, of Gosbrook Road, in
her duties as verger and cleaner
in St. Peter’s. When the Rev.
R. S. Stoney became Rector in
1916 he did not like ladies
working in church, so Miss
Haggard and Mrs. Turner were
asked to look after Balmore
Hall.

arrivals and a site had now begun is that all chil- served.

been chosen for the park dren from this area will He would be glad at any
school, which would have a  attend Chiltern Edge up to  time to discuss what the
Roman Catholic school the age of 13 or 16. Those county was doing.

H. A.
Theobald
Ltd.

Family Grocers
and
Provision Merchants
Orders delivered
21, CHURCH ROAD,
CAVERSHAM

Phone 72462

Caretaker

So often one hears people say: “Give me my : .
o p 3 = ¥ With one or two intervals,
flowers while I am alive”’—well, Wilfred Vernon went g, ang her husband have e
one better than that. He raised a new type of dahlia carrying out the caretaker’s
and named it after his wife. And there can be no more duties there ever since. Mr. and
fitting memorial for Florence Vernon who died a few Mrs. Turner, who recently

Toall our friends-
a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year’s motoring

Caversham Park Service Station

(B. D. Johnson),

BUCKINGHAM DRIVE,
EMMER GREEN, READING

Tel. Reading 74545

L. W. YEATES

Central Heating

Complete systems
installed by Qualified

CAVERSHAM READING
Telephone: Reading 71016

“LADYWEAR

Ladies’ and

London Pride

Trained as a florist, she
worked mainly in a free-lance
capacity and her standard of
work was so high that she was
often called in on unusual and
important assignments,

Her husband recalls the time
when, on the  death of Edgar
Wallace, she was asked to make
all the floral tributes, and one
of his treasured possessions is
a picture of his wife with a
huge cross, taller than herself.
which she made on that
occasion.

With her great love of flowers,
it was not surprising that she
married Wilfred who was at
that time working in his
father’s nursery, or that she
took a very keen interest in his
side of the work.

Never beaten?

Although Mr. Vernon left
gardening to work at the post
office about ten years ago, to-
gether they continued to raise
flowers in their very large gar-
den in South View Avenue,
where they lived for many
years. Among other new breeds,
there is one named for each
member of the family, including
Keith and Joyce, their children,

As a rule, floral arrangements

Philip Alec
Drew

The congregation of St.

| Anne's was shocked to learn of

the death of Philip Alec Drew

weeks ago, for flowers were her life.

Mr. Vernon—picture by Fred
Walker.

were left to Mrs. Vernon, whose
displays were to be seen in
shows all over the south of
England, including Reading,
Newbury, and Thame. It is a
field in which she was never
beaten. This year, unfortu-
nately, she was too ill to enter
the Reading Show, but her hus-
band, determined to uphold the
family tradition, entered in-
stead and much to his own sur-
prise he won the cup.

In recent years, Florence Ver-
non suffered a great deal of ill-
ness but she never lost interest
in her flowers and was never

- happier than in her own green-

house at home.
})»Vx}fred. who will shortly be
retiring, plans to carry on his

celebrated their golden wed-
ding, at one time left Caver-
sham, and lived for five years
in Emmer Green, on Grove Hill.
During this time their two sons
sang in St. Barnabas’ Choir,
when the Rev. J. Neville was
priest-in-charge.

She and her husband did
their work in Balmore Hall un-
obtrusively. Many who used
the place never saw them.
Those who knew her, and
appreciated the time and
trouble they both took to keep
the Hall clean and warm, will
miss her sadly and remember
her with affection.

Our sympathy goes to Mr.
Turner and his two sons, in
their loss.

James West

Caversham Methodist Church
has suffered a great loss with
the death of Mr. J. West, who
since his retirement had given
a major share of his time and
energy to the work of the
church. At 72 he was a very
active member—captain of the
Boys’ Brigade, chapel steward,
trustee, class leader and mem-
ber of the choir.

For many years he had been
a society steward and superin-
tendent of the Sunday School.
A few years ago he and his
wife founded a Junior Guild
for young teenagers, which has
borne fruit in the membership

= S MeXiee o maio, Y own nursery and continue to
5 o a 5 §h i c(:!lecg'eL e 21C1“del\l/}5mlzieaayl breed flowers for the overseas ©f the church.

Always look to Esso for the best 11 aby Deer Shoes }| oitner o, ' markel. Though he will miss It is perhaps for his work
EALER his wife sadly, he will certainly

KEITH A. CHURCHER

46, ROTHERFIELD WAY, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 73353

Magic and mirth for your party

% ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥
Christmas Gifts
I I I
Personal attention given

14 CHURCH ST.,

A young man of 19 years of
age, he was very popular in the
district among a large circle of
his own age group. He was a
young man one only had to
meet to like. It must have been
a tremendous shock to his
parents when this news reached
them. We extend to them our
fullest sympathy and assure

them of our prayers.

not have time to be bored. His
mte_rests. even apart from gar-
dening, are many, and he has
marcly lh'iimls in the district,
particular! from 5 i
particul y St. John's
In offering him our deepest
sympathy, may we say how
plea§ed we are that he is stay-
ing in Caversham. We shall fol-
low his career with interest.

with the Boys' Brigade that M.
West will be best remembered.
He founded the company early in
the war, particularly for boys
who had been evacuated from
London. Many of them have
kept in touch with him over
the years. He was also active
in the wider affairs of the
Brigade, and in September was
a representative at the con-
ference in Edinburgh.




Mr. B. Collett of 64 Sheridan Avenue is sponsoring a petition to our Member

of Parliament, Mr. J. Lee. If readers agree either in full or in part with the

objections he brings forward to the Abortion Bill they should write at once
to Mr. John Lee at the House of Commons, S.W.1.

ABORTION BILL PETITION

Sir,

We the undersigned wish to
raise some objections to the
Medical Termination of Preg-
nancies Bill, 1966, presently be-
fore Parllament.

We recognise the urgent need
for reform in this matter of
therapeutic abortion, princi-
pally, (i) the need for legal
clarification, (ii) the need to
end “back-street” abortions,
(iii) the need to alleviate the
suffering of women who, for
various reasons, find their preg-
nancies an intolerable burden.

However, this bill attempts to
deal with these problems merely
by making abortions easier to
obtain, which is a solution of
doubtful value; moreover the
bill introduces principles that
are opposed to human rights
and immoral in themselves, The
bill provides for the destruction
of human life in the womb in
the following circumstances:

(a) where there is a substan-
tial risk of the child being born
seriously handicapped, physi-
cally or mentally.

(b) where the mothe~ is likely
to find the care of th> child too
great a burden, or beyond her
capacity.

(¢) where the mother is men-
tally defective, or below the age
of consent, or has become preg-
nant as the result of rape.

After consideration of the
above, we wish to point out the
following facts:

@)

Whereas until now the

PLEA

The clergy of the
R.C. parish of St.
Anne’s spoke against
the Bill at all ser-
vices on Sunday,
November 6. They
urged the Ilaity to
write privately to
their Member of Par-
liament and to sign a
petition to him.

Those organising
the campaign in the
parish wish to do so
on the lines of the
very successful cam-
paign being run by
Bishop Wheeler in
the Leeds Diocese.
They have asked for
cepies of the litera-
ture used in this cam-
paign.

primary aim of the law has
been to preserve the life of the
mother, with the destruction of
the foetus an unavoidable con-
sequence; the proposed act em-
bodies as a primary aim the eli-
mination of the child. The dis-
tinction is both fundamental
and of a moral nature.

(i) It 1s wrong to Kkill a
human heing because he or she
is not wanted, because such
destruction means that the
right to life is overridden for
social convenience, and that
this principle is immoral in it-

self and has frightening impli-
cations for “unwanted” people.

(iii) .that the bill implies taat
a doctor has an obligation to
carry out a therapeutic abortion
under certain. circumstances,
which would constitute an intru-
sion on the freedom of con-
science of doctors; moreover we
wish to draw attention to the
widespread hostility of the
medical profession to these as-
pects of the bill, as contrary to
the Hippocratic code of ethics,
and their basic function to pre-
serve life.

Minister’s
thanks

I and my family have now
moved back into No. 41 High-
moor Road afier our disastrous
fire on July 4, so may I take
this opportunity of thanking
you and many neighbours and
friends, parishioners of yours,
for their kind enquiries about
our health and weltare?

In particular I wish to say
thank you to those whose prac-
tical help made a difficult situa-
tion less tiresome. I can never
fully express my gratitude to
the people of Caversham and to
my own congregation for their
wonderful kindness, and I
would take it as a privilege if
you would convey my thanks to

them through the Caversham
Bridge.

George E. Shearer,

Minister of St. Paul's

Presbyterian Church. ‘

81,

READING FINE ART
GALLERY LTD.

LONDON STREET, READING
Telephone: Reading 54140

Established 100 years

Picture framing,
picture cleaning and restoring.
large collection of Pictures and Prints;
old topographical prints and maps a

speciality.

mount cutting,

A

WE HOLD LARGE STOCKS OF ARTISTS MATERIALS BY

ALL THE LEADING MANUFACTURERS. ART BOOKS

AND A COMPLETE STOCK OF PENGUINS. A UNIQUE
STOCK OF CHRISTMAS AND BIRTHDAY CARDS.

LETRASET MAIN STOCKISTS

READING FINE ART GALLERYwm.

READING 54140
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CAVERSHAM CENTRE
WE MUST DEVELOP
OR STAGNATE

By Alan Marshall.
Municipal correspondent
of the “ Evening Post

AVERSHAM stands today at the planning crossroads. Either it can go
on with its out-dated central area and stagnate. Or it can be properly plan-
ned for the years ahead so that its environment is protected and improved.
As the local planning authority, Reading Corporation is not prepared to let
things go on as they are now.
Instead it wants to transform the central area of one of the town’s biggest
suburbs, in the same way as it hopes to improve other suburban centres, so that

it will eventually become a pleasant, modern, traffic-free retail centre.

After almost two years’ work,
the planning department, in
conjunction with a private de-
veloper’s plan for a new shop-
ping precinct in Church Street,
developed a scheme which is

|

aimed to modernise the central |

area, assist the free movement
of traffic to and from the area
north of the Thames and, even-
tually, provide a completely
pedestrianised centre.

Admirable

On the evidence known now,
it would seem an admirable plan
although the Minister of
Housing and Local Government
must be the final judge of this.

When I wrote about central
Caversham in the *“ Caversham
Bridge " earlier this year I
pointed out the need for the
local community to take an
active part in the planning of
its shopping centre. However, I
never envisaged such a strong
reaction to the corporation’s
fina] proposals as we have all
recently seen from a very.vocal
minority in Caversham.
Whether the Minister ap-
proves the corporation’s plans or
not—his decision will probably
be known next spring—the ob-
jections raised to the scheme,
both at the Caversham public
meeting and the public enquiry
in October, are certainly not
compatible with the planning
necessary to make central
Caversham a better place to live
and shop in.

There seem to be two basic
objections to the Caversham
Centre Plan: (1) the shopping
centre is not necessary, and (2)
the proposed new road system,
also, is not required.

Let us deal with the road
plans first. Whether a new
shopping centre is built or not,
increasing traffic must still be
dealt with.

Dangerous

It is wholly wrong, from a
planning point of view—and I
doubt if many will disagree—
that traffic should be a'lowed
to pass right through a shopping
area. It is basically dangerous
and hopelessly exasperating for
the shopper.

Conditions are bad enough
today. although it can be argued
that the flow of traflic in Pros-
pect Street and Church Street
at present is not particularly
heavy outszide the peak periods.

But the point that is so often
overlooked is that traffic every-
where will have doubled within
15 or 20 years. In Reading it is
growing every year at the rate
of 5.6 per cent, 12 per cent.
faster than the Ministry of
Transport's forecast national
average of five per cent.

At busy times Church Street
and Prospect Street are ill
suited to even today's traffic.
So there are three answers: (1)

widen both streets, (2) make use

of other existing streets to
absorb some of the traffic, or
(3) provide new roads.

The first method would be
very costly, requiring the acqui-
sition and demolition of one
side of both streets.
ting streets would be wrong,
because they are residential
areas and through traffic must
and should be kept out of such
streets. The third solution is
the only really practicable one.

ans for a

The corporation’s pl:
ring road can quickly realise a
benefit to at least part of the
central area. It is estimated
that a new road could be driven
through from Bridge Street to
Gosbrook Road, within five to
seven years, relieving Church
Street of all but service traffic,
i.e. vehicles, such as delivery
vans, wanting to get to shops
and traffic feeding to and from
Hemdean Road.

Limited

It is no good talking about
traffic signals at Church Street-
Prospect Street junction and a
pedestrian crossing as the
answers to the future. Traffic
signals have only a limited life

of usefulness in the face of
ever-increasing traffic. Those
planned at Church Street/

Church Road will improve the
capacity of the junction by 40
per cent. But this extra capacity
will have been used up within
five or six years because of in-
creased traffic.

Pedestrian crossings help
little in busy central areas.
They merely worsen congest
as is evidenced by the so'e
ing in Broad Street already

The only answer is to remove
traffic from the central t

The
what

corporation
is known as
mental management
rzport to the Asso
Municipal Corporations, a joint
standing committee of eminent
experts drawn from the Insti-
tute of Civil Engineers, the In-
stitution of Municipal En-
gineers, the Royval Institute of
British Architects, the Rayal
Institute of Chartered Sur-
veyors and the Town Planning
Institute, said:

proposes
“env

Interim

“The fullest application of
environmental management,
which should provids at least
for a substantial segres on of
pedestrians and vehicles, can

only be accomplished as new
urban areas are built or as

existing areas are redeveloped,
but much can be done to im-
prove or protect environmental
conditions, or limit their de-
terioration, in existing areas, by
the application of *interim
measures.”

“ This would would involve an
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If a large 1 multiple,
such as Wool or Marks
and Spencer, announced they
would open in Caversham, many
objections would disappear, I
believe.

Caversham needs its new
shops and its new roads. The
alternative will be disastrous
stagnation and dete
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PLATTS HOME COOKED HAM

369. Gosbrook Road
Caversham

49, Donkin Hill
Phone 72175

or

(Cave sham Branch established 34 vyears)

MARTIN & POLE

Auctioneers, FEstate Agents, Surveyors
and Valuers
23/24, MARKET PLACE, READING
(Tel. 50266 — 24-hour service)
4, BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM
(Tel. Reading 72877 ana 77561)
PANGBOURNE GORING, W‘:)l;(olN(l;i;AM and HIGH WYCOMBE

(urniture Sale Rooms: READING and WOKINGHAM

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE Ltd.

Funeral Directors : Monumental Masons

34, Friar Street, Reading
Telephone: 52016 (DAY and NIGHT)

Branch Offices at:
High Street, Bracknell Tel. 21949
63, Wokingham Road, Reading Tel. 52016

—NEWS FROM

Round the Anglican parish

The economic situation has not apparently had
much effect in reducing the response by Caversham
Anglicans to their financial commitments towards
the Church. 3

In the weeks that followed the inspiring Town
Hall service more than 1,000 homes were visited
and 674 families made pledges.

The campaign wound up on All Saints’ Day when
the Bishop of Reading preached at a special
Thanksgiving Eucharist in St. Peter’s when there
were 239 communicants. He received at the offer-
tory the pledge cards of the four districts. The choir
of Queen Anne’s School sang the Appleford Mass of
Five Melodies, and we are grateful to the Head
Mistress for allowing this, and to Miss E. Leahy and
Miss M. Hazel for the work they put into the musi-
cal preparations.

Refreshments followed in Balmore Hall.

The figures at present (a few visits have still to
be made) are as follows:

District Pledges made Annual sum
promised
St. Peter 227 £17,364

Stewardship—a wonderful result

St. John 119 £1,670
St. Andrew 198 £4474
St. Barnabas 130 £3,041

Total 674 £16,549

This total is about £3,500 more than that promised
at the time of the 1963 campaign, but due to so
many removals the current figure stands consider-
ably below the total reached in 1963. This may
sound a lot of money but it must be remembered
that our commitments to the Diocese and the
Church overseas will amount to nearly £5,000 next
year.

In addition the five assistant clergy of the parish
have to be paid and housed, and repayment and in-
terest on the heavy bank loans which the parish has
to meet account for further large sums.

All those who worked so hard in all four districts
are to be thanked most warmly, and the fact that
the campaign was achieved at about one third of the
cost of the last one is another gratifying matter. It
is hoped that we can now meet our growing commit-
ments with confidence in the years that lie ahead.

CURTAINS PELMETS

John Kitcher & Son Ltd.

5a, CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM Telephone 12306
FITTED CARFETS LOOSE COVERS

Haslam & Son
House, Land and Estate Agents

Auctioneers Valuers

38c CHURCH STREET : CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 72325

also at 156. Friar Street. Reading. Telephone 54271/8
77. Oxford Road. Reading Telephone 53739

For Worcester

We are sorry to report that
the Rev. David Clift will be
leaving Caversham for
Worcestershire where Mr, CILift
is to be vicar of Arley and
industrial chaptain in the
carpet town of Kidderminster.

Mr. Clift was formerly curate
to the Bishop of Birmingham’s
Industrial Chaplain, Canon
R. S. O. Stevens, and always
hoped on leaving Caversham to
resume his interests in industry.

The date of the Clifts’ depar-
ture is not yet known, but the

Board of the Caversham Bridge
will be much impoverished by
the loss of Mrs. Clift and an
appreciation of their work here
will appear in a later edition.

Days off

The Bishop of Buckingham
has been urging that the clergy
should make it known which
day off they try to have each
week. It is of course difficult to
keep to the same day with com-
plete regularity as sometimes
important meetings are fixed
which it is necessary for the

clergy to attend on the day they
try to have off.

But as far as possible the
Rector and the Rev. M.
Cooper have Fridays and the
rest of the clergy of the parish
Mondays as their day off, and
would be grateful to be spared
phone calls and visits on those
days unless the matter is
urgent,

Men’s meeting

A meeting for the men from
all districts of the parish will
be held in St. John's Hall on
Wednesday, December 14, at

8 p.m., when the speaker will be
the Rev. C. Birtles, who is the

General Secretary of the
Church of England Men's
Society.

It must be many years since
the men of the parish came
together for a meeting on their
own, and it is hoped that there
will be a good attendance. Mr.
Birtles began his ministry at
Earley where he was curate.

He has been both a naval and
a hospital chaplain, an indus-
trial missioner and an incum-
bent: few men in the Church
of England have had a more
varied ministry.

St. Peter’s

SWEETMAN

PRINTING OFFICE

Percy C. Beech

Electricity Contractor WIIS}yLF;IéIA,;:IiIG
2. CHESTER STREET <
CAVERSHAM Enquiries

110, PEPPARD ROAD,

Telephone Reading 72247 CAVERSHAM

Tel. 72604

WROUGHT (RON GATES
AND RAILINGS
Eaton Berry Limited
19. Gosbrook Rd.. Caversham

Reading 71876
escape accommodation
speclalists. Tel Reading 73793

Peter Shock

Motor Coaches
131. Hemdean Road,

fire Caversham Reading

CENTRAL FKEATING
INSTALLATION

Appointed by :—
National Coal Board
Shell-Mex B.P. Lid.
Southern Gas Board
Powell-Duffryn Healing
T homas Potterton, etc., etc.

W. 0. Nicholls Ltd.

Prospect House, 1, Prospzct Street
Caversham 72013

Music on Sunday nights: On
three successive Sunday even-
ings music will be prominent in
our evening worship. On Advent
Sunday we welcome as usual
the whole of Queen Anne's
School to share with us in the
Advent Carol service.
Both choirs have been learn-
ing new music for the occasion
and the congregation are
reminded to arrive in good time
as the church is always very
crowded for this service which is
at 630 pm. On the following
week immediately after Even-
song we shall be making a relay
of hymn singing to patients in
the Reading hospitals, and on
December 11 in place of a
sermon the Rev. R. J. Packer
will give an organ recital. The
Christmas carol service follows
on Sunday, January 1, at
6.30 p.m.

Key Fortnight: By the time
this edition of the Caversham

Bridge comes from the printers
we shall have had the visit of
Fr. Mark Gibbard to make plans
with us for the Key Fortnight
next October. This must now be
given a prominent place in our
prayers and will be given
priority over all other district
and parish matters mnext
autumn.

The Rev, G. L. W. Armstrong:
A most welcome visitor on the
Feast of the Epiphany, Friday,
January 6, will be the Rev. Guy
Armstrong, who forsakes Bag-
shot that evening to preach at
the Parish Communion at St.
St. Peler’s at 7.30 p.m. His many
old’ friends will have plenty of
opportunity for talking to him
and, we hope, the rest of the
Armstrong family as we are
planning to have seasonal re-
freshments in Toc H. after the
service. The social committee
intend to arrange a Christmas
parly on some other evening
and not have it following on
after the Epiphany Parish
Communion as in former years.

St. John's

What next?  Stewardship
established, we can now turn to
the next thing, which is “Key
Fortnight,” in autumn, 1967.
This may well prove to be one
of the more memorable fort-
nights in many peoples’ lives,
The Rev. Fr. Jonathan Young
is coming to stay in the District
and through meetings, talks
and services will be trying to
help “to make God real” to us.
He is a monk of the Society of
St. John the Evangelist, at
Cowley, Oxford, where he is
Novice Master.

In preparation for this, he is
coming to stay with us for the
weekend beginning November
22, 1966. Over the weekend, he
will meet a representative cross
section of the congregation in
three or more coffee parties; he
will preach at 9.15 a.m. on the
Sunday, and then in the even-
ing service, after an introduc-
tory talk, will hold an open

forum, In this way together we
will begin to make our plans for
next autumn.

Ten days later, when we have -~
had time to digest our discus-
sions and first impressions, he
is returning to meet the District
Committee and begin to
hammer out with them how to
make best use of “Key Fort-
night,” 1967.

This weekend will therefore
provide everybody an oppor-
tunity to say what they think
would be most helpful to them,
their friends and neighbours
and so ensure that we make the
best wuse of this historic
occasion.

Thank you: It is with the
greatest regret that we announce
the resignation of Mr. A. R.
England, our organist and choir
master. Mr. and Mrs. England
are fulfilling a life-long inten-
tion of retiring to their home
county of Somerset, where they
will live in a bungalow just out-
side Wells, and so will be able
te worship in that lovely Cathe-
dral, and enjoy to the full its
fine musical tradition.

New altar
cloth for
St. John's

Menikers of St.
John’s Mothers
Union have made a
new green altar
frontal, and thus met
an urgent need for
their church, Three
of them, Mrs. K.
Masters (left), Mrs, .
K. Billingham
(centre) and Mrs. M.
Whiteway are seen
with the finished
frontal. Many thanks.
The picture is by
Fred Walker.
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}51'_ ANNE’S | Talking point

R. C. NEWS | WHY BE
Between 8.30 and 9 a.m. on‘ HONEST ?

Thursday, October 26, the | BY Lyn S. Lewis
Scheol Hall w-: a hive ~f |

activity whilst the used | r 1k
toys which the children |
had been collecting for ¢

Caversham Methodists

The Church Anniversary was held
over the weekend of October 29-
30. At the Gift Day on the Saturday
the host and hostess were Mr. and
Mrs. Hugh Carter. The chairman
was Mr. W. J. White, and the sale
was opened by Mrs. White. Stalls
were manned by the Women'’s Fel-
lowship, the men of the church and

St. Barnabas

As priest-in-charge few people
know better than I do how
much the smooth running of
our Church and Hall depends
upon the faithfulness of a
velatively small' number of
people. I would like to take this
opportunity, on behalf of us all,
to thank -them,

Also there are many people

Sydney, and is expected home again
on November 20. He has been serv-
ing with the Port Line’s modern re-
frigerated cargo ship, “Burnie.”
Graham's next target is his radar
ticket.

As we go to press we have learned
of the sudden death of Mrs. Rhoda
Scott. Our deep sympathy goes to

be

who are able to help in a . s 2 : past two weeks were sold |

special way from time to time, e t'\;lou.th d.e.paltmemft%] tgf evt],el?t her husband and to Michael. in aid of the African Mis-

and this month there are ing there was a concert by LU -0-0-0-0-0-0- sions |

several to mention and thank. Reading Salvation Army band and Bt : | which is
Barly in  October, 15 people songsters. By the end of the week- We congratulate a member of the As a result £33 were handed | the world,

spent a Saturday morning doing unsecrupulous
a variety of jobs in the Church

and Hall.

Several people have noticed
that someone is decorating one
of the cloakrooms in the Hall;

to Mother Paul Christine
who had unexpectedly |
arrived in England whilst
on leave from Ruanda,
where the Sisters of the

end income from the Gift Day had
reached more than £220.

-0-0-0-0-0-0-

congregation on his appointment as
our new Town Clerk. Mr. Tee, with
his wife and daughter Jennifer, who
is in the Sunday School, is well-

Indeed
people are

.\iurnu‘. €

S RID G et Gl‘z{ham Lascel.les, 20, son of the known to members of the congrega- Visitation have two mis- el ;: R
Mr. Price from Kelmscott Glose. organist and choirmaster at Caver- tion. As “Chief Executive Officer” sion posts. ‘ﬂ‘;;‘)u;i“’ o W1 Tib, TEe e
Caversham, who offered us his sham Heights, has obtained his he will co-ordinate the work of all She later showed slides of | wards of a fu

help until he sails for Australia second mate’s ticket while in departments in the Town Hall. the work of the Mis-| the

with his family,
A number of men from Caver-

sions and included a very hel

11 a.m. Child- popular sequence of the| upP

December 18, Children’s Christmas Gifts:

3 3y ren’s Toy Service (parents of The Church of England Child- < . e manship whict
s)mm- ngk Village, under the course welcome): the gifts will ren's Society Homes in Reading animal life of the region. the philosop
lcadelsluplo[ Mr. Jackson, have be sent to the Smith (child- have been very grateful in the | The money collected will| don't “do " I
been making cupboards in the ren’s) Hospital, Henley. past for the parcels from our help in providing much‘ you.
Hall. - Sunday evening  services: Children’s Gift Service on needed vitamin- and

A former resident of Emmer
Green and a member of our
congregation has made a gift of
£25 towards improvements in the
Hall and Mr. and Mrs Bright
have donated a piano.

Hallowe'en Party: Our Hallo-
we'en Party in the Chigch Hall
proved to be a very enjoyable
family occasion. Our thanks go
to the Coffee Pot, who provided
2 delicious buflet supper for 130
people, and to the P.C.G. who

November 27, 6 p.m.: Evening
Prayer; 6.30 p.m. “Key Fort-
night — a Preface”; December
4: 3.15 p.m. Family Service with
Baptisms,

December 11, 6.30 p.m.: Sung
Evensong; December 18, 6 p.m.:
Evening Prayer, 6.30 p-m. “Wait-
ing for Christmas,” a prepara-
tion; January 1, 6.30 p.m. “Most
Highly Favoured Lady.” (A
Nativity Play).

Christmas Eve. Unfortunately
they have never been able to use
them for Christmas presents
because the parcels have not
reached the Homes early
enough to be properly sorted
and labelled.

This year therefore we are
changing our procedure.
Children are asked to bring
their parcels to Sunday School
on Sunday, December 18.

This means that the presents
can be taken to the Homes in

medical supplies, and v
are very grateful to the
children for their gallant
efforts during Mission
Week.

COFFEE PARTY

Mair enter-
ladies of the

Mrs. Justine
tained the
parish to a pleasant infor-

transformed the Hall with their lenty of time for Christmas.

decorations' and entertained us St. Andrews %w Service at the Crib will still mal coffee party at her

all. " Foctaipht - e be held as usual at 3.15 p.m. on R‘““ﬁ Hlllll Ho : 5(‘)"':“&'
Fami rices: ey tortnight: Fr. David cnristmas Eve. when we shall ow, on Thursday, Octo-

3051“:;‘:::11(51:‘;;1";:1511 lfeeﬁal:regtlé]d] Mr. England Campbell, SS.J.E, will be Visit- remember the children who will ber 27.

to know that special family ing the District on the first 1o receiving our parcels on Thedenestispeakes was the

services are held in our Church | Mr. England has only been Weekend in December. The Christmas Day. Eeslinn iAF'/tAI.\' Focs wh

from time to time, usually on a | With us two years, but in thar Purpose of his visit will be to  pates to note: The St. everend T'ather Ford who

make preparations for the Key

came from Sonning Com-

Sunda afternoon. Many limq he has revolutionised our ;i $ Andrew's Fellowship meeting « !
]';mpms ﬁo not feel that they |Singing, and through his own Fortnight in October, 1967. On  for December will take the form mon. His subject was “A
can bring children to the |Playing and worship has given Sunday, December 4, Fr. David of a Musical Evening. This will New Look at the Sacra-
Family Eucharist, and those [US & new understanding of what Will preach at 9.15 am. After pe helq on Thursday, December ment of Penance.” In ’he
; & A e at the [it means to worship God Evensong (which Will end at g at 7.45 pm. in the large Hall se-of hic talk Fe F
whose children are al he ; 715 1.) he would like to meet course of his talk Fr. Ford
creche or Sunday School regret through music. -1o p.m.) he wou e o The music will be provided traced the histery of the
: : o wis rery s V: bers of the con- irelv ; o o > E 1e history o 1€
not being able to worship as a We wish them both every as m any mem J 1 entirely by members of the Satrarnent r e
family, Our family services help | happiness in their retirement.  gregation as possible in the Congregation, sacrament rom S early
to meet this need.” The next one Christmas Gifts: We will be Church Hall, There will be a Service of (,‘h“ an times to pre-
will be on December 24, at 6.00 | taking gifts of food to some of  Goffee and biscuits will be Lessons and Carols at 6.30 p.m. Conciliar days. He then
pm. when the children of the | the elderly living in this District provided. This will give him an on Sunday, January 1. | invited those present to

Sunday School will present a

nativity play.

so that they

can have a little
extra to celebrate Christmas.

opportunity to learn something
about our District and will also

The Epiphany Party will next
year be on January 14 at 7.30

| take a post-Conciliar look
at the Sacrament based on

There will be a table at the
back of Church, where you can
place your gifts from December

provide us with an occasion to
ask questions or make sugges-
tions about the Fortnight.

p.m. Admission will be by ticket
only. Tickets will be available
in church on the first two Sun-

Key Fortnight: In October,

the Vatican IT Decree on
1967, the parish will be involved

“The Church,” quoting

in Key FOl’“ﬁE“‘« We at St. |11 to 18. Please come and welcome him. day after Chrxfmms. | from Ghanter m:-
Barnabas' will have Father Y i 7 hoth
John Shand, S.S.J.E., staying < . 10se- who approach e
with us during that fortnight. Mefh0d|5t Sacrament of Penance
He will also visit this district = i win, by God's mercy, s ting
on December 17—18 when we pre(lCh.ng pardon for the offence twhole f
A all 1 tunity e int t Toe o e St a7 if
will all have an opportunity to a cin men s done to him; a he same
meet him and hear him preach. BAPTISED R T ) pp i time they are reconciled
St. Peter's Susan Wells. and SEervices with the Church which
November St. Barnahas' Caversham their sin has injured, and
BAG | SIS dy Tnxfony October 4 1100 Mr. E. J. S, Beckley. | which with charity, good
=0 22 David Goodey and Carole 6.30 Rev. E. B. Wright. o o °ors IS
New mInISter St. Andrew's Stevens. 11 11.00 Rev. E. B. W{'luht. Lzlﬂlil.ljzt ang pr‘a-_uu.x H Finally, we
f Ch I October gellcr Cornwall and Susan (Toy Service). | working  for their con- 'l)t""tuit"\\'“ ac ove
16 Alison Kippax. ripps. “M. Pickett version . . .” N s %
or ope Simon Ailes. St. Margaret's, Mapledurham 18 l‘l;gg }1\?]]:" L\}\' l?J‘CkBClCi k ‘ ] N 5 reasons and a N more
Oy e s H At n e Stuart Turgis, October 00 "ét‘n‘ne'xo' Bertthf:}snh\“‘ An interesting and fruitful jy. tpem. Bt
Cha;'acl are pleased to St. Barnabas' &) I‘;‘f‘“‘":éﬁ} Ms_f dden and " A nativity play by the| discussion followed. The FIRST and th: reasons
report that the Rev. R. ?flf;be} Fulker 22 D‘erek Da‘:;;,’,m:,r,',d Sheila Sunday School. ladies who attended are as well
C. Callender has been ) A‘l‘i‘son.“the\:"d. Borebam. 6‘(3‘0 -\f_"-hD- "IVI‘SF‘“ indebted to Fr. Ford who a man why he loves his
P inte p 3= 73 S i aversham Heights is g rell-lov risi | wife;: he loves her because
:ppotmudf wC':'\l":rsK:?n S(.S%;:;\;:e?',;:nxianledwmm Oc(x::;::smm S 4 1100 Rev. E. B. Wright. g Bloved yiston o deep \\;1111; ls ing hm:
AL 8 y i October 8 Bob Hall and Linda Jones. 6.30 Mrs. E. Carter. the parish, and to Mrs. fonpa. Kinship: - Shailariyl we
Hill iChapel ™ and 'wi 16 Simon Dibden. BURIED 111100 Rev. E. J. Badcock. Mair for her kindness and | ,ﬁ_‘: sEe e Rk
begin his ministry in R 6.30 Rev. E. B. Wright hospitslit { Ate houes RSt
Caversham on Sunday, gaval;'sham Methodist hurc! St. Peter's 18 11.00 Mr. J. M. Dixon. Spitality. | s right.
ctober Octob ami L rvi £JES
D‘ccember '4- Th(} pre- 25 Paul Mason. mc .(IJ\rT):ur Lewingdon. égg g:l‘}m}% %ﬂg\lh‘;s'el;t‘”ce'
vious evening his in- Nicola Farthing. 161 Ellen ‘TUrnes: X o8 ght.
duction service will take 50 Anthony Cooper. 26 Dorothy Scriven.
place at 6.30 p.m. Caversham Heights Methodist St. John's CAVERSHAM \ the children’s boutique
He will also be minis- e O October BAPTIST - |
ter of Binfield Heath 16 Sarah Harding. s G°°'gesm;h' FREE CHURCH
Congregational Church MARRIED R S Suanne's DECEMBER SERVICES
and -his induction . to St Peter's e e O 4 1100 The Rev. L. S. Lewis. lOJnu]S;al Clothes
that pastorate will be October 1 6.30 Evening Communion, - A ears
on chcmber 10. Mr. 15 David Grey and Angela Caversham Methodist Church The Rev. L. S. Lewis. .y
Callender’s last church Tombs, <+ Ootoker, / 11 1100 The Rev. L. S. Lewis. Maternity
= Frank Bennett and Jane 14 Arthur Haines. 6.30 The Rev. L. S. Lewis.
AT G e Sadler. Sl gieapiyehl 18 1100 The Rev. L. S. Lewis. Also
a personal member o St. John's Caversham Heights Methodist 2.45 Toy Service, .
the Fellowship of Inde- Qetober ° i g Bk BN 630 The Rev. L S. Lewis Large Stock of Continental Clothes
ivangelical 1 Ivor' Hogburn and Pau 9 — Service includes
C";"'l'l':j::s Jvanse Greer. 7 Rhoda Scott. Christmas Musie by | 31 Prospect Street, Caversham
; Choir,
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ROUND THE

LOCAL

Chazey Boys' Club has now
re-opened after a break, and
will continue to be held on Fri
days at Toc H, Caversham
Court, 5.45—7.30 p.m. The Tues-
day sessions will not operate on

a basis this winter
but occ onally special pro-
grammes will be arranged for

a Tuesday, and advance notice
will be given to members
Membership at present 1s
open Lo boys of 10-13 years of
age Table tennis, billiards,
darts and other indoor activities
are organised, and occasional
football matches are played on
Saturdays. Further details from

Peter Shock, 131, Hemdean
Road, Caversham. Tel. Reading
73793

* * *

New look for Lunch Club. The
Churchmen’s Luncheon Club,
which began a year ago under
the chairmanship of the Rural
Dean. the Rev. D. Bean, has
taken on a new look. It is now
meeting on the first Thursday
of each month at St. Laurence’s
Hall, and the price for lunch
has been reduced to 6/6d
Begun as an Anglican venture
membership 1s now open O
Christians of all denominpations
At the November meeting the
Rev. A. J. Badcock spoke about
the Anglican-Methodist conver-
sations.

The speaker on
December 1 will be Fr Ford
Roman Catholic priest at Som-
ming Common, Any prospective

I'hursday

new members will be welcome
but are asked to notify the
secretary, Mr. E. Few, at 10
Gun Street, or the Rector of
Caversham. if they hope to be
present in Decen I

* *

The December meeung of
Maplewood W.I. will take place
on Tuesday, 13. Two films will
be shown as follows “Meet-

ing Tomorrow” and “National
Trust.”
Car will be sung at the
Bocial Time
* * *
(riversham Heights Towns-

women's Guild: At the October

W. T. NICHGLLS

59, GROVE OAD,
EMMER GREEN
Telephone Reading 72758
Family Grocer,
Greengrocer, Tobacconist

and Confectioner

CLUBS

speaker was Mr
Fischer, of London, who gave
some interesting facts about
‘different furs, and the ‘methods
of making up into garments
several of which were displayed
Lo envious eyes

Miss Ald . headmis-
tress of Caversham Park School,
came at very short notice to
talk to the social studies group
on the work of a magistrate.

The international group had
two meetings during October
Mr. Goodman's subject was
Denmark, and besides showing
some delightful slides, he gave
some unusual facts about
ancient customs of the country

Al the second meeting, Mrs
Shapiro, an eminent authority
on Israel, gave an enlightening
talk on that country, also illus-
trated with slides.

* * *

Caversham Afternoon Towns- |
women's Guild: Members were
deeply grieved by the news of |
the sudden death of one of their
committee members, Mrs. D.
Scriven, She will be sadly
missed not only for the hard
work she did for the Guild but
also for her kind and friendly
personalily

At the October meeting Mrs
J Kirk told members of the ex-
cllent work being done by the
Spastics Welfare Society which
she illustrated with a film.

The Michaelmas Fayre was
quite well supported and those
who came appreciated the
many attractive stalls, The
sum raised was approximately
£40 |

The annual meeting was held
at Cyvurch House, Caversham
on November 17

New members will be wel-
comed and should contact Mrs.
M. Morton, 71, Balmore Drive,
Caversham.

* * *

Emmer Green Townswomen'’s
Guild. At the October meeting, |
Miss Veronica Fountain, of
Holmes, of Reading, gave a talk
on “Aspects of Design in the
Home,” illustrated with many
examples of materials and
slides. Mrs. Klein reported on
the Social Studies Residential
School held at Southampton.
The competition for the best
limerick on any aspect of Guild
activities was won by Mrs. |
Caddy with Miss James second. |

On October 18 we celebrated |
our fourteenth birthday and
welcomed Mrs. B. Morley,
Federation chairman. Mrs, M.‘
Major, Federation secrete
and several visitors. Our pres

meeting, the

and Haberdashery
8, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel. 74247

"'“F‘H_ “_"”F‘Y UE»“,I\'ER]E'? | dent, Miss P. Bone, delighted us
ORDERS COLLLEC :‘ED BY with her singing and John Bar-
ARRANGEMENT low entertained us with his
GREEN SHIELD STAMPS magic.
For Repairs and Decorations
MART'NS Additions and Contract
Children’s Wear, Hosiery Building

ROBINSON

of Caversham
24. Prospect St.. Telephone
Caversham Reading 71785

(A

For a personal service call at

PROSPECT
HARDWARE

G NEW)

Daily
Deliveries

Whitewood Furniture

A good selection
of LIDEN

always available

35, PROSPECT = STREET
CAVERSHAM

YOUR ESS0 BLUE DEALER

items

Tel. 71063

December Sunday Services

St. Anne's
St. Peter's 800 am., 9.30 am. 11 am, 7
p.m. Mass
8.00 am. Holy Communion
9.15 am. PARISH COMMUNION Our Lady of Caversham
11.00 a.n. Matins 9.30 a.m. Mass
11.00. a.m. Sunday School (Bal- (except 1st Sunday
more Hall and Hem- when at 8.30 a.m.).
dean House School) BAPTIST
112,15 p.m. Holy Communion (1st Caversham
and 5rd Sundays) 11.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Worship
6.30 p.m. Evensong Communion after
Evening Service 1st
St. John's Sunday after Morn-
8,00 am Holy Communion ing Service 3rd Sun-
9.15 am. FAMILY EUCHARIST day.
11.00 a.m. Children's Church 2.45 pm. Sunday School.
6.50 p.m. Evening > (1st North Caversham
Sunday, 3.15 p.m.) 10.45 a.m. and 6.50 p.m. Worship
Communion after ser-
St. Andrew's vice on ard. Sunday,
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
9.15 a.m. FAMILY KUCHARIST MET‘HOD‘:ST’"
11.15 a.m. Holy Communion Cavers am eights 5
11.15 a.m. Sunday School (Church 11.00 a.m. and 6.30 p.m. Worship
Hall) 10.15 a.m. Sunday School.
Senior Dept.
5.50 p.m. Evensong (5rd Sunday. ;1,00 a.m. Sunday School.
3.15 p.m.) Junior and Primary
Dept.
St. Barnabas’
3.00 am Holy Communion Goshrook Road
9.15 a.m. Family Eucharist 11.00 a.m n.nd 6.30 p.m. Worship.
9.15 a.m. Sunday School (Church 11.00 am. Sunday School.
Hall) SALVATION ARMY
6.30 p.m. vensong (5rd Sunday Prospect Street

St. Margaret’s, Mapledurham

(NOT CHRISTMAS DAY)
CHURCH OF ENGLAND ROMAN CATHOLIC

3.15 p.m.) 3.00 p.m. Young People.

6.30 p.m. Adults.

8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (2nd CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
and 4th Sundays) 11.00 am and 6.30 p.m. Worship.
9.15 am PARISH COMMUNION 10.30 a.m. and 0 p.m. Sunday
6.50 p.m. Evensong Schools.
THE CLERGY AND MINISTERS OF
CAVERSHAM
ANGLICAN
Rector:
The Rev. John Grimwade
Caversham Rectory. Tel. 71703
Assistant Clergy:
The Rev. David Clift, 25, Ilkley Road. Tel. 72070
The Rev Malcolm Cooper (Priest-in-Charge of St. Bar-

nabas’) St. Barnabas’ House, 33, Grove Road. Tel. 73095

The Rev. Roger Packer (Priest-in-Charge of St. Andrew’s)
St. Andrew’s House, Harrogate Road. Tel 72788.

The Rev. John Stevinson (Priest-in-Charge of St John's)
St. John's House, 9, South View Avenue. Tel. 71814.

The Rev. Colin Scott-Dempster, The Rectory Flat, Church
Road. Tel. 75152,

BAPTIST
The Rev. L. S. Lewis, 8, Kidmore Road, Caversham
Tel. 73633
METHODIST
The Rev. E. B. Wright, 17, St. Anne’s Road. Tel. 7223
ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev. W. O'Malley (Parish Priest)
The Rev. E. J. Morgan (Assistant Priest)
The Presbytery, 2, South View Avenue, Tal. 71787

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A. H. WHITE J. E. HOPE
N.AE.D

11, The Grove, Reading.
Tel. 54334 Tel. 53988
PRIVATE CHAPEL Night Tel 63921

MEMORIALS — EMBALMING — CREMATIONS

Mill Lane, Reading

“CHATEAU DU RHIN” — GERMAN — 14/-
“EVENING GOLD"” — ENGLISH — 5/6
"GRANDUCA DI TOSCANA — ITALIAN — 14/
“GOLDWELL GINGER” — ENGLISH — 5/6
are all ideal drinks for
Wedding Toasts
In Champagne Bottles alcohol-free of course

THE AMETHYST CLUB
PALMER HALL, WEST STREET

T. C. CHAPMAN (Builders) LTD.
Phone: KIDMORE END 2243
We built St. Andrew's Hall

FUNERALS AND
CREMATIONS

A.B.WALKER

AND SON LTD.

36, Eldon Road,

Reading, Berks.
Telephones:

Day Reading 53650
Night: Reading 53763 & 81538

FRED WALKER

Photographer
Child portraits taken in
your home
Specialist in
Wedding Photography
Telephone 74242
8, BRIAR CLOSE,

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST CAVERSHAM
VACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP
Brushes etc. used
NU-VAC SWEEP J. H. ADAMS
(Registered) & SONS LTD.

Building. Decoraung
Alterations. Repairs
ESTABLISHED 1919
51, Kidmore Road, Caversham
Tel. 71723

Call write or phone
135, Sherwood Street,
Reading
(near the Barracks)
Tel Reading 53144
G AGER

Hemdean Stores

(A F & J. L. WATSON)
47, HEMDEAN ROAD, CAVERSHAM. Telephone 71632

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS Early Closing Saturday

Free delivery all oarts Caversham Heights & Emmer G-een

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD.

Building Contractors

RENOVATIONS [N ALL IRADES DECORATIONS
EMMER GREEN - READING - Tel. 71595

G
Spirella
MADE TO MEASURE
FASHION FOUNDATIONS SWIMSUITS, SKIRTS. SLACKS
MATCHING KNITWEAR AND BLOUSES
MRS. V. FLETCHER

I'he salon
H ROAD, CAVERSHAM
2414 — after 5 p.m 1719

, Cudy
ephone 7

WALTER DAVIS & SON (Builders) Ltd.
BUILDERS, DECORATORS & PLUMBERS
64, ST. PETER'S ROAD,

READING
Telephone 61649

READING

Letters from Readers are

welcome. Write to the Editor,
The

Rectory, Cavershem,

Reading

Published by the Caversham Christlan News Ltd. [he ectory
Caversham (Tel 71703) and printed by Nuneaton Newspapers Ltd..
Bond Gate. Nuneaton

SAVE TIME AND MONEY !
by Shopping in CAVERSHAM and PARK within o
few feet of the SHOPS...

FOR ALL IN SPORT VISIT

STAN ELDON

SPORTS LTD.

at
25 Prospect Street, CAVERSHAM
Reading 73588
Track Suits from 29/6. Football Boots and Clothing.
Fishing Tackle. Table Tennis. Badminton and
Hockey, etc.

OPEN ALL DAY (including lunchtime) to 6 p.m.
except Wednesday close at 1 p.m.
EVERYthing for SPORT visit us
at CAVERSHAM or 86, Peascod
Street, Windsor

VANDERPUMP AND WELLBELOVE
(and Wellesley-Smith and Co.)
Auctioneers, Land and Estate Agents, Surveyors and Valuers
40, PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel. 74540
also at
6 Station Road. Reading, and Panghourne, and Wallingford Berks

CAVERSHAM MOTORS (1920) LID.

CHURCH STREET and BRIDGE STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel. READING 71545
YOUR LOCAL GARAGE FOR CITROEN and TRIUMPH
SALES — SERVICE —  REPAIRS

any make of car supplied with pleasure
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You are my sunshine
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There were angels dining at, the Ritz and 1
a mghtﬁingale Sang in Berke]
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Every time it rain
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I've got you under my sk

it rains pennies from heaven
s

THE WORDS OF POPULAR SONGS .. FACTUALLY THEY DON'T MEAN A THING, BUT WHAT A WEALTH OF TRUTH ..

LIES, ALL LIES, BUT...

Here is a Christmas riddle: When is a lie not a
lie? Answer: When it tells the truth. Want to
know how? Then read on . . .

Once upen a time there was a not - so - young
married couple. They loved children, but after 14
years of marriage none had come along. They’d
been to the doctor — taken all the advice they
could, but still remained childless. Time was run-
ning out for them when, wonder of wonders, the
wife became pregnamt. She was very ill in the
early stages and sick most of the day, and then to
crown it all she nearly lost the baby.

The doctor explained that her age was against
her and that she’d have to take great care. Both
she and her husband knew that there would be
mno second chance. If they were to have a child of
their own this baby was it. She took great care.
A fortnight before the baby was due she was
atdmitted to hospital, just to make sure.

Very hard

At last she went into labour. It was very long
and very hard. The thought of the baby kept her
going. Perhaps it would be a boy. They both
badly wamted a boy. But would it be all right . . .
after all at her age and with the trouble and
everything? The hours dragged by, measured
oiily by the pain and the effort . . . and then at
last the baby was born.

Afterwards the wife described how she felt
when she was told that she had given birth to a
perfect 8Ib. boy.

“I floated in the air,” she said, “about six feet
above the bed. There was a great golden light
all about me, and I was supported by soft,
fleecy white clouds. My heart sang so loudly
that I thought I'd burst with the joy of it, and
my whole body glowed.”

In actual fact she remained on the bed bathed
in perspiration and the harsh glare of an electrie
light bulb, with a very tired smile on her face
and a pulse slightly above normal. But you
wouldn™ call her a liar would you?

Semetimes facts are just not big encugh to
carry the truth. A list as long as a summer’s day
wouldn’t have conveyed the truth of that

by Geoffrey Brown

woman’s experience. She needed to burst
through the fact barrier to show the depth and the
significance of her experience. She had to use a
kind of picture language that transcends fact—
the kind of language that if we stop a moment
and think about it we all accept as being per-
fectly natural.

Robert Burns once wrote:

O my love’s like a red red rose,
That’s newly sprung in June.
O my love’s like the melody,
That’s sweetly play’d in tune.

As fact it’s rubbish, bug it tells us more of what
fie wants us to know about his girl friend than
her height, weight and vital statistics could ever
do. The language we use to express the deepest
kind of truth is not much concerned with facts
and we’d do well to remember this when we read
the Bible.

I am not trying to convince anyone that there
are no facts in Holy Scripture, or that some of
the things that we find difficult to understand—
like the Resurrection—didn’t actually happen as
factual events. What I am trying to say to the
people who want to treat the Bible as if it were
the “Guinness Book of Records” or a manua: on
car maintenance, is that it is not just a source of
factual information—it is a source of truth,

Deepest truth

It is a waste of time arguing whether some-
thing is fact or fiction (paticularly when you
can’t prove it either way). Much more to the
1wint weuld be a concern for whether or not it’s
true, because there is a difference, and here at
last I come to the Christmas story.

Many people find it perfectly easy te accept
the guiding star, the virgin birth, the angelic
choir, the message to the shephe:ds, the kingly
gifts, as facts. For them fact and truth merge.
But cthers don’t find it so easy. The facts are
too far-fetched, too difficult to believe, and they
re‘eot the whole thing as being untrue. What a
pity!

If we accept the central fact that in the stable
God’s Son was born, just as we accept the birth
of the woman’s son in our story, or the reality of
the girl Robert Burns was in kove with. then it is
such an earth-shattering event that the language
of fact need not necessarily be the language that
best expresses its deepest truth.

In other werds, even if we find d ficulty with
the Christmas story as FACT, we need no more
reject its TRUTH than we -would the mother's
description of her joy, or the poet’s description of
his love.

The language of truth is mot always the lan-
guage of fact.
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churches of all denominations, and sums

MILES ends

his travels to

up in his search for the meaning of success

in terms of church organisation.

cuk ..

i

‘A-ha, they sar. It all depends what you mean by success.

Come, come, vadre. You know
good spirit of worship. You want to
to be happenitg on your premises W

rich and full.

All right, !l come clean;
to be recognised as anything. Oh,

So success is all these
things, and I've looked
at a cluster of churches
in these last few
months in which some
or all the conditions
are being fulfilled.

It's very surprising
how many churches
ARE Dbeing operated
successfully. But that’s
not the biggest sur-
prise about this series
by a long way. Here
are some more:

Good PREACHING is
an almost universal in-
gredient of the “suc-
cess” church. Where a
parson cultivates his
oratorical gifts, and
prepares what he has to
say so that it is direct
and straightforward,

extreme theological

what you w

hich glorify God and m

Full now-but
these churches
can number
their days!

start something new. It
means to be safe rather

ant. You want the church full. You want a
be recognised as a dynamic leader. You want things
ake the lives of His children

yowve hit it. At least some of it. ’'m not sure I really want
yes, of course I do, really, I suppose.

into the future
and

way
with wisdom

language in prayers,
then mgrf llr_et;ple ﬂa‘\re and old - fashioned than take risks. courage are not doing
prepared to listen than  meaningless phrases so well, numerically
he might think. : 3 Most of the churches i

§ ﬁo:“ B'blte reiadmg; dg 1 have visited are suc- SDEARIE.
Reluctant “00 ]see L og o en cessful because they Blackbird Leys,
PEODAE: have contrived against where the priest is see-
3 Snizh odds to preserve retary of the com-
REGULAR  church- Some acts of wor something of the spirit —munity council; St.

going mo longer seems

ship may be almsst

of a dead generation.

Timothy’s R.C. Liver-

to mean once a week. It totally devoid of 2
means once a month meaning from start %’ll“:le%‘l:e al:ldBI;erby pgtzl, Wsl;leof:k,g“i riest
for some, once a fort- . to finish but people UGS £1 EROLEERE SIS e

night for others. There

Pecple are not sure of
themselves. They like
to slip around the reli-
gious scene unnoticed;
unrecognised. It’s
almost as if the admis-
sien of religious needs
is regarded as a sign of
weakness.

take part because of

terms of worship order,
Christian involvement
in society, new musical
patterns, and a more
rational theology, get
almost NO REACTION
WHATEVER from their
people. One clergyman
said: “If you tell them

and Barston Anglicans

consoling rather than
challenging and
simple .even if at the
same time dishonest.

This kind of religion
can number its days.
Even Billy Graham will
not for ever be able to

volved in politics; the

is a terrible reluctance well preserved tradi- v:lgre remarkable - for Cll:y Templte, Long.on,

L. T 4 for people to be com- tion, or the sheer this. :V ere grea ‘tll)lrenc a05

Most people think religion will mitted to any activity  spirit of the place. Chirohies like these s e S NEC R A s
on a regular basis. provide ample evi- psycholegical ' service,

h z h 3 h s Tkere is reluctance to RADICAL Christian dence that large num- and St. Martin’s, Birm-

ensure their sons get their hair P e involved, to leaders, calling for — pers of peo s ben SR, where the
take responsibility. change in concrete their religion to be Rector refuses to allow

Christians to spend all
their spare time on
church premises, are
the success churches I
have been heartened to
find.

THEY AREN’T
NECESSARILY ALL
PACKED TO THE

anything they don’t protect them from the
In chprches where already know, having discovery that what Dg(\)fgsiN B';Jl}‘EMTgE[}E{
there is life :md_vxtah_ty heard it before a they are up tois largely g P OF THE
there is very little in-  thousand times, then irrelzvant. OPE

terest at grass roofs
level in CHURCH
UNITY. Weak churches
may well be concerned
about unity because it
will give an appearance

they stop listening. It's
almost impossible to
see the Church becom-
ing anything other than
a museum of Victoriana
with the people we've

The churches that
really are nosing their

FUTURE WITNESS OF
CHRIST’S BODY IN
THIS LAND.

| Dogs maybe, but

of numerical strength got now. Agnostics,
to the Christian cause. even atheists, would be
Strong churches do not  better material to work
need to have an ap- on. At least they will
pearance of strength  think.” not tO 0 S
lent to them. A Metho-

Lo s id
?;'tr::c‘.l‘g:f;w&? ;‘;lr_ M The 'British must stop thinking that they are a
o bt ne majorty ol | BT REGhe BheR o8 B i
;mlty;- lli?u:]l:,in’t e;:é thz peoPle-Who -ta!(e an In- |y told the Dc‘rby D;ocesan| The Bishop also pointed out
ayd oTh 3 t to b terest in religion do SO ' gonference: “We must rid our- ' that the Vicar of Matlock
need. ere’s go €  pecause they think:it iS  selves of any feeling that we ' Bath, Derbyshire, the Rev.

religious facilities for

the best barrier against

as British are a superior race. James Song, was a Chinese

all the variety of
humankind. I could no
more worship in a High
Anglican Church than
fly, and mnor could \they
worship in = our
Ebenezer chapels. But
we do understand each
other mow, and that’s
about as far as it will

the decadent trend of We may disclaim any such
. | feeling ourselves, but members
'.'he v.vorld' Th(.!y _behe‘.’e of other races know only too
it will St_‘-’p .the“' chil-  well that we have often treated
dren thinking about them as though we regarded
SEX, and will ensure them as inferior to ourselves.” |
A He said: “In the present state
:h:!t tl;eyh have thea"' of the world and in the present |
hair cut (boys) a‘nfl 0 work of the Church. it is essen-
not smoke (girls). tial that members of different
. - - |
There is very little evi-
dent sense of participa-

Malayan and described his
appointment as “a notable ex-
ample of our recelving help
from other lands.”

Poet makes
pilgrimage
wW. H.

races learn to treat one another
and co-operate with one an-

other without fear or favour as World-famous

poet,

” st <

£0. tion in t_he creative and cquals and friends.” Auden took time off from com-

People don’t think redemptive Wwork of | He said that missionary work muting between his homes in
God. 'no longer meanti that the Austria and America to make a

WORDS matter very

| church in Britain did all the e Torri )
much. Duggerel hymns To be a churchgoer sentimental pilgrimage to the

...and their daughters

% giving and urged the British "
neves: and choruses in Metho- means to be om the 'peopic to be “humble enough” ‘”““geB C_*L““Ch j‘[‘.“ Htms]é;rgrl:w'
dist worship, out- defence, not on the to admit that they needed the near Burton-on-Trent, g

His grandfather, the Rev. John
Auden, was the church’s first
| Vicar.

help of people from other lands
just as much as they needed
Britain's.

smoke rageous platitudes in

Anglican sermons,

attack. It means to pre-
serve rather than to
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{ Almost nothing.

A cryin the dark.

One of a thousand women new that night
to the viciousness of birth.

This one almost less than most.

She has nothing. Almost nothing. Just a
husbgnd wretched with his failure to
provide, and stupid with astonishment.

Almost nothing. Blood on straw.

Swgat on a frightened brow.

Thick beasts aware of nothing but the
panting, striving, crying of two human

_ sorts. And now a third.

Almost nothing.

FOR CHILDREN

HOME - MADE
CHRISTMASES
ARE BEST!

Dear children,

A very happy Christmas to you all!
| expect that all of you who are old enough will
be giving some help to your mother in the kitchen
during the next few weeks.  There are so many
things to be done. Just think of a few of them:
The Christmas pies have to be made.
The Christmas pudding has to be made.
The Christmas cake has to be made, and
properly iced and decorated.
If you’re having a party then all kinds of things
have to be prepared for that.
The little girl in the picture is helping her
mother in the kitchen. | would like you to colour
this picture with crayons, and send it to me at
“Christian News,"”’
319, Gazette Buildings,
Corporation Street,
Birmingham, 4

" not later than December 30.

How can the boys help during Christmas? Well,
several who | know help in the kitchen just like
their sisters, although they do tend to eat more of
the food than they ought, before it’s ready!

There are many things to be done in the garden,
and of course there are the house decorations.

Some children’s decorations that you make at
school or at home can be even better than some
very expensive ones you can buy in the shops. So
boys—save dad a bit of money and make your own
hangers and streamers this year. It’s not hard, and
you will have great fun.

| always say that “home-made Christmases’
are the best sort.

All my love,
MRS. SMALL.

NEW ROSE VARIETY
GIVES SWEET SMELL
OF EXPORT SUCCESS

A British pottery firm
is about to make a
tasteful contribution to
Canada’s Centennial
Year, 1967—and, at the
same time, a fine con-
tribution to this coun-
try’s export drive. The
managing director of

Royal Albert Bone
China (Thos. C. Wild
and Sons. Ltd.), Mr.

Kenneth T. Wild, has
won a very substantial
order from Canada for
a range called “Cen-
tennial Rose.”

The Canadians decided to
grow their own perfect “Cen-
tennial” rose to commemorate
their hundred years' existence
as a Dominion. Having chosen
their ideal after a nationwide
contest, they were delighted :2
find a “truly authentic repro-
duction” in a design created by
the art director of Royal
Albert — based on some “Cen-
tennial” blooms flown over by
air.

Now — well in time for next
year’s celebrations — the com-
plete range of “Centennial
Rose” dinner, tea and coflee
services as well as florals are
on their way across the Atlan-
tic.

The firm is proud of this
order, which is in keeping with
its success as an exporting firm
— outstanding even in an in-
dusfry renowned for its export
achievements: 75 per cent. of
its total production goes over-
seas.

The actual “Centennial Rose”
will soon be in bloom at
Buckingham Palace, Windsor
Castle, Balmoral and Sandring-
ham, and in the famous
botanical gardens in Wisley

by Joan Best

(Surrey). It will be growing on

500 bushes presented to the
Queen for commemorative
planting

At the same time, the Royal
Albert “Centennial Rose” will
be helping research on behalt
of mentally-retarded children:
a royalty on its sale will be de-
voted to this charitable cause.

Information,
please !

We've been hearing
more than enough

lately about the need
for greater mobility of
labour. More people
than ever before are
having to think about
changing their jobs and
uprooting their homes
and families. Of course,
this is a problem which
has had to be tackled by
quite a few people
before now. In recent
years, many expanding
firms have been burst-

ing out of England’s
overcrowded industrial
centres, and many

“key men” have led the
migration into the rela-
tively open spaces of
Northern Ireland.

It is good to see that Nor-
thern Ireland has given thought
to the key men’s wives and
their problems: housing,
schools, diffterent shops, new
neighbours, no nearby relatives.
Naturally, not even the most
benevolent official can sort all
this out for a woman on the
move: but it was imaginative of
the Northern Irish powers-that-
be to commission a well-known
woman writer, Jean Bowden, to
look into some aspects on which
information and advice can be
of real use.

Her findings are set out in a
well-produced, well-illustrated
little book, called “Youre Wel-
come.” The author tells us what
she learned from scores of new-
comers to Northern Ireland,
particularly from the women.
She also investigated the shops,
the shipping and air services,
the schools, the hospitals — and

the natives’ attitude to new-
comers.
Her verdict in brief: they're

friendly, and their country is a
good place to live in.

A first-rate idea, this booklet
— and recommended reading
for other pundits who plan our
menfolks’ lives for them — and
for us — but rarely remember
where we come in.

Batman’s back

to the wall

All mothers have
been up against it, or
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Television
Soaked in
talent,
but it

bores me
by Harold Jeffries

The population of this coun-
try has a vast appetite for
light entertainment. It
used to satisfy it at the
music hall. Today, in spite
of the growth of working
men’s club variety shows
and the number of pub
performers, it is stil largely
catered for by television.

| The high spot in any enter-

will be some day: the
problem of how far to
go in letting their
youngsters decorate
their own little den to
their own liking.

tainer’s career is to be

Tl i a given their own show.
have com“ieoww?m;naoxgnwul;mj; e can Muinkiof 2/ long Hist
fine compromise solution: wall-| e o orn.1'3 2 \auvghan,
papers cheap enough to suit a ruce Forsyth, Roy Castle,
passing phase. | Mprfzcamhc and Wise,
| Millicent Martin, Petula

| Clark, Dusty Springfield,
Mike and Bernie Winters
. and on and on.
| We are soaked in talent, but
all too cften it is to me just
a great, dragging bore.

Crown’s latest offering is a
sop to the Batman craze: “Bat-
man” wallpaper!

ICI cater for the younger set
with their colourful new “Wal-| Why ? Beecause talent feeds
flair” range of wallpapers. Their | ©0n material.
designs incorporate Noddy, Lurking behind every star is
Winnie - the - Pooh, Sindy, etc. the script writer, and if he
Here again, the price is low ¢an’t be original, all the
enough to allow your tots to| talent in the world won't

raduate in due course to what-| _ Prevent a yawn
ever may have succeeded Bat- i‘ott ?}ﬁ?rmy T’:d‘l ofksmul.
7. = = 1 ause it shocks me,
man in the popularity polls. bt | becavse 5t hores mc.
Every time a comic drools
over the well -upholstered
blonde who flounces across
the stage I want to scream.
Sex is funny, but it's not
funny enough to be the
staple diet of entertain-

A pat on the back for the en-
terprising manufactu; S
one further suggestion:
they throw in a pair of
kers for mother to wear while
making the beds and clearing
up in the newly-papered bed-

room — to help her avert her ment.
gaze from the walls? Another thing is the sheer
) repetition. The opening
A= | dance routine that tries
‘ hard to be different and
@as game pitifully fails . . . the jokes
——————— | about the band and the
. | producer . . . the old gim-
mick of pretending to fluff
i&at a line, and break down into
| laughter in a sketch which
When 1 told my | ::as %rchabldy been re-
o S earsed a dozen times
I]“ghbour that my| ... you could add a hun-
children were all| dred more.
" _ |
searching for gas in the | Too slick

North Sea she looked at !

= The real trouble is that no-
me as if she thought I 5

body seems to enjoy it any

was crazy. You see, my | more. It'sall too slick and
eldcs( is onl_\‘ eight. But professional . . . e_xccpt
for one or two, like Roy

the explanation is |
simple — and logical. |
They are engrossed in |
the latest game—North

Castle and Millicent Mar-
tin, theres’ no communica-
tion of happiness — just
clever cleverness.

What I want to do when I

Sea Quest. watch a variety show is to
i o e b be entertained — to enjoy
This has been thought up by  myself, and I ean only do
Radiation Gas Fires Limited, this if the perfor;ncrs

and the gaily-coloured board i
and accessories are being given| SHOW o that
away throughout October and ! don.ng this, too.
November to applicants who | That's why I go a bundle on

they are

happen to spot the press adver- Val Doonican. I've kept
tisements. him until last because I
think his series has illus-

Judging from the way in trated all that is best in
which my own brood has been T.V. entertainment, and
kept amused, I'd say it will shoewn up so much of the

other as tired and shoddy.
His show is gay., beuncy,
talented, original, merci-
fully free from the blue
joke, and brim full of a
sense of fun and enjoy-
ment.

Other shows . .

rival Ludo. Players are liable to
miss turns or be sent back to
shore by a variety of hazards —
but oh! What screams of de-
light when- someone makes a
gas strike! I bow to the person
who thought this one up!

.please

COLOURING CONTEST

Ages w..,
Address

copy.

\

|

I

! CHRISTMAS CARDS

| 12 for 6/-

| | Holy Land Flower Card 1/- ea.

Bargain Cards 12 for 3/6
Brochure available

WAR ON WANT,
’ LONDON, W.5.
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DETROIT TIGERS OUTFIELDER AL KALINE
KANSAS CITY ATHLETICS

INNINGS OF THE OPENING G

- L

THIRD BASEMAN

LATER IN THE INNINGS ON A SACRIFICE FLY.GOT IT?

SLIDES HEADFIRST INTO THIRD
ANDEY CAREY STRE
AME OF DOUBLEHEADER AT DETROIT. KALINE MOVED OVER FROM SECOND ON A
BUNT BY NORM CASH TO A’S PITCHER JIM ARCHER, WHO MA

TCHES
DE THE TOSS. UMPIRE IS AL

; : ' ]
BASE SAFELY RAISING SOME DUST AS

FOR LATE THROW IN THE SEVENTH

SMITH. KALINE SCORED

If it's got to be Boston Rovers

could we get
lackburn
Redsox next?

Pse-disposed not to enjoy it and overcoming a sense of dis-
loyalty to our native games, | reluctantly agreed to have a
quick look at a basebal! game being played in a nearby park.

A figure in vivid pantaloons and voluminous shirt, topped by
an enormous peaked cap waited to take strike. He missed the bell,
delivered with frightening speed, by a minufe and a half.
Grievously affronted, he poured out a stream of invective in pure
Brooklynese in the general direction of the umpire.

It wasn’t what he said that shook me but how he said it.

The tough guy with the bat was an acauaintance of mine, who,
to my certain knowledae, had never been further west than
Colwyn Bay. At the end of the game — baseball is the sort of
game that demands that you stay to the bitter end — | interro-
gated my friend who confessed to having been a secret baseball
player for years.

He explained that the colourful vernacular delivered Ameri-
can-style went with the gear, which is reasonable enough when
you consider "owzat?"’ is used and understood wherever cricket
is played.

T T S R R

The Enalish attitude to the game: “we play it in our girls’
schools and call it rounders, old chap” is gradually dying with the
awareness that this is a game demanding qreat skill and generat-
ing a tension and constant excitement equalled by few other
games.

The game itself demands the mest intense concentration. The
ball thrown, repeat thrown, from a distance of 60ft. 6in. can be
delivered by the pitcher with any action he likes, usually at a
speed around 80 m.p.h. (bleating cricketess apropos Charlie
Griffiths please note).

The fielding, particularly the throwing, is far superior to any-
thing seen on a cricket field. The Brooklyn Dodgers, New York

THOUGHTS ON BASEBALL,
BY ERNEST ADKINS

Yankees, Boston Redsox, show how the g
colourful names and vivid personalities.

thesz, Babe Ruth, must rate as one o
national sportsmen of this century —

the other.

The Babe’s exploits mad
When he died, his funeral
seen. The pride of the
other player revered internation

In this country, the game is ra
has never been proiected
of warning to M.C.C. — soccer I
one time an unthink
moted here on a simi

New York Yankees,

able proposition.

f the t

ame is hizii7n

The most famous of
wo best-known inter-
Sir Stanley Matthews being

e headlines throughout the world.
was the biggest New York had ever
Lou Gehrigg, was an-
ally as a superb athlete.

pidly increasing in popularity but
as a professional sport.
s being exported to the U.S., at
if baseball were to be pro-
lar basis it could prove a great success.

A friendly word

Housing Trusts plan to

work togethe

Voluntary housing associa-
tions, which now launch
separate appeals for funds to
house the homeless, are getting
together to make a combined
assault on the nation’s
conscience.

The groups coming together
__Christian Action Housing, the
Notting Hill Trust, and Catholic
Housing Aid among them—will
keep full freedom of action to
tackle their own sectors of the
housing front, but their united
voice should help them in their
fight to get the Treasury to
relent and make cheap loans,

promised for new housing, avail-
able for house conversions as
well.

In twilight areas such as
Notting Hill, Paddington, and
Islington in London, the conver-
sion of tall, run-down Victorian
houses offers the quickest way
to provide homes for families
without any hope of a council
dwelling and unable to buy
their own.

r Now

A spokesman of the Ministry
of Housing could give no idea
when the cheap loan scheme
promised in March—for owner-
occupiers and housing associa-
tions building new houses or
flats—would come into effect.

The Trust's annual report
notes that it has now helped to
bring to birth 28 local housing
associations since its own
foundation just two years ago.
Dwellings actually built or in
prospect so far number 100,
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