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SHODDY ? —
"NOW MANY
EYES ARE

'ATCH

Shoddy goods, short measure merchants, con-men

ING

and tricksters have

taken a bashing in the last fen years. Never have more _keen eyes been
trained on those who are out to diddle and deceive the public.

It’s all due to the rise of the consumer protection mp\'cment, headed up
by the Consumer Council which last month published its annual report.

In it were claims

® THAT shopkeepers are
more sensitive to complaints;

® THAT abuses have been
suppressed ;

® THAT the advertising
industry has tightened up its

sumer interests, although

they have no power to

deal with individual com-
plaints.

They brought together the
makers, retailers and pur-
chasers of school blazer
cloths, for exsmple, to work

voluntary discipline;

@ THAT standards of
quality, service, safety and
health in the ' supply of

goods and services have been
raised.

out a standard quality. Now
they are working hard to
introduce adequate labelling
of goods displaying care in-
structions, and saying what
the goods are made of. They

What is
movement ?
pronged attack on
ness.

The CONSUMER COUN-
CIL is a body set up by the
government three years
ago, whose members are
nominated by the Board of
Trade. They promote con-

the consumer
It is a three-
shoddi-

have looked into the wiles of
doorstep salesmen, and keep
a constant watch on every
kind of cunning dodge to
persuade people to part un-
wisely with their money.
The CONSUMERS’ AS-
SOCIATION operates on
funds derived from volun-
tary subscribers, and pro-

Topiquotes

T have known men who have taken more time and
trouble over the choice of a car than the choice of
their life’s companion. They bought motor maga-
zines, had road tests, roamed showrooms for weeks
and questioned owners about performance, dura-
bility and every wire and cog in the car. Then
they’'ve met a girl at a party on a Saturday night,
been engaged a fortnight later and married before
the expiration of the tax rebate.

—Desmond Zwar, “Daily Mail.”
B4 *

What sort of socialism is it that can coldly con-
template the deliberate creation of unemployment
as a weapon of economic policy? If a Labour
Government cannot make capitalism work without
an army of unemployed. then perhaps it should
start trying to make socialism work.

—Lena Jeger, M.P.
* * *

Both America and China appear too obsessed
with their own grand designs to perceive that
smaller nations conceive no political future more
happy than the exquisite pleasure of being left
alone. Both Washington and Peking have sworn,
with the passion of the ideologue, to save the same
terrain from each other. I believe that the titan who
finally wins hearts and minds surely will be the one
who first lowers his voice.

—Emmet John Hughes, “ Newsweek.”

duces the magazine
“Which” and * Motoring
Which.” The association

has some 400,000 members,
and a well qualified stafY
working on research and
testing. It is approaching
the tenth year of its exis-
tence, and is always look-
ing for new subscribers.

The NATIONAL FED-
ERATION OF CONSUMER
GROUPS was founded
after local consumer pro-
tection movements began
to be formed in certain
localities. The Consumer
Association provided, and
still provides a grant so
that the Federation can
operate to watch the
quality of goods and ser-
vices offered to the public
at local level.

The Federation requires
member groups to maintain
certain standards of work,
and now has about 90 active
member groups up and down
the country. They have
achieved considerable pub-
licity for focusing attention
on the quality of local fish
and chips, funeral arrange-
ments, public lavatories,
repair services, and dozens
of other important ameni-

| ties.

As the consumer move-
ment grows, so the standard
of living is bound to rise, and
the weaker members of the
community have their well-
being better protected.

CHRISTIAN NEWS
COMMENDS ASSOCIA-
TION WITH CONSUMER
GROUPS AS URGENT
AND IMPORTANT
CHRISTIAN WORK,
AND SUGGESTS THAT
CHRISTIANS WITH
TIME: TO ' SPARE
SHOULD GET IN-
YOLVED, OR EVEN
START A GROUP IN
THEIR OWN AREA.

Buying a house?

Consumer Council calls for laws

The Consumer Council wants better protection for home
buyers. In its annual report the Council has called for laws to
force builders to take responsibility for the structural soundness
of houses and to guarantee for a reasonable period the fittings,
fixtures and finish of new houses.

Buying a house, selling a house. These two things constitute
the most momentous things most of us ever have to do. What are
the pitfalls? How can you go about it ?

In PAGE FIVE, advice from an estate agent, and a spokes-
man for the Law Society.

Also inside: Dare we call ourselves “Great” Britain any more?
—PAGE 3.

Frank Miles is feted by some extraordinary Roman Catholic
priests—PAGE 6.

Harold Jeffries writes an open letter to Our Man from St.
Marks—PAGE 7.

Ernest Adkins wants MORE Fireside Soccer — PAGE 8
World Council of Churches speaks out on Vietnam—PAGE 8.
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Letters

AFRAID TO PRAY FOR
EARTH-BOUND SPIRIT

Dear Sir,

I have been very in-
terested in spiritualism for
many years. I should like
to try to explain how I be-
came interested in it.
Forty-eight years ago 1
lved in a house in St.
John’s Road, Sparkhill,
l?imlingham. It was about
ngel-day.

was alone in the house
preparing dinner when I
heard the most awful
noise like someone in ter-
rible pain — dying. 1
thought my neignbours or
one of the others had
fallen down outside. When
I got outside I could hear
nothing. When I came in
1t pierced the walls. . told
my family about it but I
don’t think they believed
me

The next Christmas my
sister was baby-sitting for
us while we visited rela-
tions in the next road She
heard it and dashed out of
the house and we could
never get her to stay
again. It was heard several

times after that, and I
got in touch with a
medium who gave me In-
cense to burn, and told me
to pray for the earth-
bound spirit. I am sorry to
say I did not do this. I was
afraid. I suppose because
1 knew nothing about it
in those days.

I was most interested
reading of it in “Christian
News.” I am quite sure
with all the proofs there
is very much more that
the best of us don’t know.
We could all do with going
into it as I am guite sure
those loved ones that have
passed on could help and
benefit the whole world. 1
don’t suppose my letter
proves much, but I shall
never forget my experi-
ences..

1 was very pleased when
I moved out of that house
as I really had ill luck and
my son was always ill
there.

(Mrs.) A. Caswell
Lodge,

Solihull
3 kshire.

What [ saw round a
child’s death-bed

Dear Sir,

Your paper comes into
my home each month—an
event 1 doubt that is even
noticed — except this
month

At last, the orthodox
church king into
facts tha e been avail

iries — Life

able for c
after death has been a fact
in most r ms long
before Christian Churches
were thought of !

The early Christians
lived by it

1, as a child, even, could
not accept (and still ean-

not) a lot of the Church
ing.
brother died when 1
five years of age. I can
ny mind’s eye,
page-boy and
ildren I saw around my
the night before he

ave had many experi-
too many to write
1t—but because of the
tude to this sort of
g I do not talk about it
to many people.
Dorothy Bullivant
Moseley,
Birmingham, 13.

“Happy-I don’t want
to come back now”

Dear Sir,

Two years after my
beloved and only son, aged
21, was killed in the last
war, 1 was resting one
afternoon, after an illness,
when I heard: “Lift right
out of yourself Ev (his
nickname for me) I'm
holding you tightly” I
seemed to make an effort
of some sort, and then he
sald “I'm very happy. 1
wouldn't like to come back
now.” (I wonder if they
find things a bit difficult
at first?).

Another time, as I was

crossing a road, a car
suddenly appeared from
behind a stationary

vehicle. I plainly heard, in
urgent tones, “Go on Ev”
as 1 hesitated, not know-
ing what to do.

1 believe our dear ones
are often near us, loving
and helping us.

I am a member of the
Church of England.

(Mrs.) Christine May
Four Oaks,
Sutton Coldfield.

Parsons-just another job?

Dear Sir,
At the risk of incurring
further insults from that

part of your team which
has joined the popular game
of “Knock the Parson” —
usually played to cover the
author’s own shortcomings
— may I venture to suggest
that God calls, and has a
use for, pastors as well as
publicity men in the minis-
try of His Church ?

A phrase ke “ordained
non-person” seems quite
devoid of meaning, but its
context suggests that it is
derogatory and offensive in
intention. Those of us who
have been called by God to

ne ordained ministry are
content to ride out this sort

of thing as part of our call-
ing, but have you considered
what it implies about God?

Or perhaps you think God
doesn’t come into it; that
it’s just another job?

Erie Chard

Ewood Vicarage,
Blackburn,
Lancs.

Frank Miles’ article in
our “Success” series last
month only referred 1o
some clergymen as
“ordained  mon-persons.”
Clearly some are. Chris-
tian News in January de-
fined the great role of the
rest.

— Editor

On the whole, we
don't like sermons. Has
the sermon as we've
always known it had
its day?

Our ancestors liked
sermons very much.
There wasn't a lot for

them to do on Sundays
except listen to
preachers, and people
with enough education
to be able to stand and
speak in public were
regarded with wonder.
In fact, sermons used to
be so popular that some
took little picmics with
them to church, and if
the sermons laster less
than three hours they
were genuinely upset.
Even as recently as fifty
years ago a sermon that
lasted less than an hour
was a mere apology for
preaching

Now the majority of
parsons think they'd be
stretching it a bit far if the
sermon went over fifteen
minutes, and one man I
know preaches for about
three minutes, saying:
“That's all I could stand
anybody e€lse preaching;
why should my congrega-
tion suffer?”

But the sermon inevi-
tably takes us into deep
waters. We must be
warned that if it is going
to help us at all we ought
to be prepared to listen
thoughtfully.

Visited

The point of a sermon is
that it's the moment in a
service when the priest or
minister can explain in
current terms what the
Christian Church believes
Gud wants every one of us
to know—that He has visi-
ted and redeemed His
pgople. Listen to how one
of the great preachers of
all time, Richard Baxter,

felt about the duty of
preaching :

“It is no small maitter to
stond up in the face of a con-
gregation ond to deliver o
message of salvation or domna-
tion, as from the living God, in
the name of our Redeemer. It is
no cocy matter to speck so plain
that the ignorant moy understand
us, ond so seriously thet the
deodest heart may hear us, and
so convincingly that the contra-
dicting cavillers may be silenced.
If our words be not sharpened
ond pierce not as nails, they will

rightly, ond in simple languoge
could electrify his congregation.
The fact is that most ministers
do not want to electrify or dis-
turb anybody, ond this is why so
mony preachers have lost their
power.”

That's a fairly severe
brickbat which some of us
may feel has been well de-
served, and not only in
Canada. But it's very easy
to sling mud at preachers.
Maybe you could dazzle
the peasants with empty
eloguence at one time, but
no man in his right sense
would try it on now. There

by Laurence Yardley

hardly be felt by stony hearts. To
speak slightly and coldly of
heavenly things is near as bad os
to soy nothing of them.”

The whole Christian act
of worship is a two-way
conversation with God. We
speak to HIM in prayers
and song, and He speaks to
US in Bible reading, in the
sacraments, in the preach-
ing.

But why should p2ople
be expected to pay any
attention to the way one
man interprets the Chris-
tian faith? ask some
Christians. My views are
as good as his, they say.
Others argue that preach-
ing is a dead duck because
people have a very limited
ability to remember what
anybody elSe says to them.
We know that because
often we've forgotten the
morning sermon before
the carving knife meets
the Sunday joint.

There’s a scorching
chapter about bad preach-
ing in a book called “ The
Comfortable Pew ” written
by a Canadian who was
asked to describe why the
church was so ineffective
in Canada. He says that
some preachers go out of
their way to be dull.

One man, he says, will perhaps
“clothe his ideas in ancient
terminology, and in doing so he
waters dewn @ message that
delivered honestly and forth-

are a great many educated
and critical people sitting
in church pews today, and
they're not there for a
vaudeville act. We're all
trained, even with a mini-
mal education, to ask
questions like “Why?”
‘““What on- earth does he
mean by that ? ”

Unreal

In fact, some preachers
say, people are so well edu-
cated now that it's unreal
to ask them to sit down
silently for half an hour
without wanting to ask a
question, or raise a point
of disagreement.

Instead, they say, we
ought to have a dialogue
with each other. In small
groups we ought to discuss
some aspect of Chris-
tianity so that minister
and people can discover as
they talk together what
the Christian faith is
about, for them.

But a large number of
Christian ministers insist
that in spite of mass com-
munications, and poor
congregations, the day of
the sermon is not over at
all. If it’s well prepared,
well delivered, and is about
the real lives of real
people, then nothing can
beat it for communicating
the Gospel.

A minister who knows
his people, and their

SERMON — UGH °

When somebody starts laying down the law to us,
and coming over all superior about what's wrong and
what’s right, we sometimes get very annoyed, and say:
all right, don’t preach me a sermon.

homes, and their work,
and their background
will always be able to
bring these insights into
his preaching. Moreover
a face-to-face encounter
in the familiar setting of
the church helps to
create an atmosphere in
which the preaching can
make personal sense to a

congregation.
THESE ARE CON-
SIDERATIONS WHICH

ENCOURAGE MANY
A MINISTER AS HE
SETTLES WEEK BY
WEEK TO THE HARD
SLOG OF SERMON
MAKING. NO DOUBT
SERMONS WILL
CONTINUE TO BE
PREACHED, AND NO
DOUBT THE ARGU-
MENT WILL GO ON
ABOUT WHETHER
THEY AREN'T IN THE
END A SHEER WASTE
OF TIME.

WORLD
FAMINE
THREAT

Mr. Freeman, the United
States Secretary of Agri-
culture, said in Lahore
that the world would run
out of food within 20
years unless agricultural
production was raised to
meet the population
growth.

He regretted that some
countries failed to develop
their agriculture and
depended entirely on the
United States for food
supplies.

Since he became Secretary
in 1961, he said, the U.S.
wheat carry-over had
dropped from 38,000,000
tons to 15,000,000 tons.
“The United States is no
more a surpius wheat

nation,” he said.

e




Comment

DIVORCE
NOW THE
WORLD CAN
LISTEN

We are much consoled. No, we are actually
happy with at least one thing as the autumn
leaves drop onto the earth in 1966.

Christianity faces an enormous task in this half
of the 20th century. Our faith is not challenged
by the might of opposition; it is challenged by
the insidious corrosion of apathy.

Our failure is not so much due to our lack of
energy, but its expenditure on the trivial and
irrelevant.

There is a tremendous need for dynamic think-
ing and action in fields where once again the
world will take Christians seriously; where once
again we will be worthy of being persecuted for
ideas that can threaten empires.

The danger of being a radical newspaper in an
era of rethinking, when the problems are more
and more clearly seen and the solutions less and
less obvious, is that one always gives the impres-
sion of being destructively critical. Of knocking
any accepted institution in frustration at being
so apparently powerless among such great oppor-
tunity.

This danger has to be recognised. We are not
critical because we want to be. We long to praise
the Church. We long to say “This is the way
ahead.” But all too seldom, from our point of view,
does anything happen on the ecclesiastical scene
worth cheering.

This month we HAVE found something that
gladdens us. It is the Church of England’s much
publicised report on divorce “Putting Asunder—
A divorce law for contemporary society.” It
heartens us for three reasons:

(1) It follows the high standard of the report on
abortion, and indicates that Christians are cap-
able of making vital and responsible contribu-
tions to the debates that REALLY concern people.

(2) It is constructive and wise, and although not
everyone will agree with its recommendations,
everyone will take them seriously.

(3) It shows that the Church is herself ready to
rethink traditional positions; that the heads of
Christians are not always firmly buried in the
sand, blind and unseeing as to what is going on
about them; that the stock-in-trade of Chris-
tianity is not an uninformed conservatism.

We hope that with this report we are on the
threshold of a new encounter of the Church with
society. We hope that its reception will encourage
us all to be more responsibly involved with the
great moral issues that must be fought out in this
day and age, with or without the insighk’s of
Christianity. We hope that everyone is as pleased
with this report as we are.

_.Prepared to ﬁgh-t?_

The belief that the new this counfry, now has a wonder-
prepared to ful opportunity of giving a lead
fizhl the monsters of racial dis- in the international world and
economic taking again an honourable role

generation was

crimination an d k
inequality was voiced by Lord In world affairs.
Caradon, Britain's permanent “This

representative at the United this is the crusade

Nations. seemed to me to offer the hope
Lord Caradon. speaking at a of the future,” he said.
lecture in Wolverhampton orga- “To turn from selfish

is the challenge and
which

nised in conjunction with the
Methodist Conference in the
town, said the new generation
would be on a new voyage of
adventure not for national vic-
tories but for international suc-
ce:

“It is my belief that this
country, especially the youth of

nationalism to an enlightened
international effort, to co-
operate with the new nations
in overcoming their manifold
troubles, to play a leading part
in working for a more effective
United Nations, those are the
aims which I believe can fire
the imagination of a new
generation.”

@ ki
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THREB

Trooping the colour—our hearts warm to it as we yearn for an age that is gone; long gone.

Let’s pretend...

As England moved to victory in the final of the World Cup they sang “ Rule
| Britannia ” on the Wembley terraces. It was an echo of other days when Britain
| seemed more obviously great.

Our Navy really did rule the world. We were the world’s major power; the
master race. Sterling and English cricket seemed all powerful. The sun never
set on our Empire; self confidently we exported the British way of life to all

corners of the globe.

British moral standing
was impressive and ad-
mired. The British stiff
upper lip and “Scouting
for Boys” principles of
cleanliness of thought,
word and deed were
national reflexes. The dirt
of soclety and individuals,
and that generally meant
anything to do with sex,
was swept under the car-
pet, and certainly never
mentioned in front of
ladies and children and
servants. There was a firm,
stern moral code and woe
betide anyone who failed
to toe the line.

Lifelong shame was the
fate of the unmarried
mother. The brilliant
“queer” Oscar Wilde was
hounded to wretched
death as much by sneer
and innuendo as by im-
prisonment for homosexu-
ality.

Divine O.K.

The Church ‘shared in
the self confidence of this
flag - wagging, upright
Britain. Churches were
well attended, the parson
a respected and influential
local figure. No disturbing
theologians questioned the
existence of God; Britain
needed Him to give the
divine OK to her way of
life, her emplre building
and her decency.

Times change.

Britain is a small plece
on the nuclear chess board.
Our empire and our bats-
men crumble before the
descendants of the des-
pised labour force of the
farms and plantations of

S moment we can think things un-

S
%of the horse, and the simply—

“Church bells ring and for a

¢ changed; we still live in the age

© smocked yeomen of England”

S JOHN DUNCAN jerks us into ©

‘@2

The simple
moral code of our fore-
fathers seems to cut little
ice. The morals of the

early settlers.

nation are, as they say,
looser. Britain is less con-
fident; things seem more
complicated.

The drug

Perhaps there is some-
thing in all of us which
yearns for yesteryear; our
hearts warm to Trooping
the Colour, Pomp and Cir-
cumstance on the last
night of the Proms, West-
minster Abbey. From time
to time we seem to say to
ourselves: let's pretend
things are as they used to
be. Nostalgleally we talk
of the good old days and
crowd to films like “ Khar-
toum ” and * Zulu.”

o the 20th century.

The Church can easily
be the drug to help us slip
restfully into our make-
believe world. Eleven on
Sunday morning: the
church bells ring across
the green fields of England
and for a moment we can
think things unchanged :
we still live in the age of
the horse and slmply-
smocked yeomen of Eng-
land rather than in a
highly sophisticated tech-
nological society through
which God has put so
many problems and oppor-
tunities into our hands.

“Heathen lands ..."

Congregations stand in
serried ranks and un-
thinkingly sing hymns
about “heathen lands
afar” and we can con-

veniently forget our cos-
mopolitan world where
races and cultures are con-
fusingly mixed together.
Here our church and our
society cannot arrogantl
assume that we have
everything to offer and
nothing to learn from
other races, cultures and
churches.

Psychology, sociol ogy,
modern literature and
drama compel us to take a
new look at our per-
sonality, our moral atti-
tudes, our class structure,
our idea of God. This is
confusing, sometimes it is
frightening and shocking.
The confused, the frigh-
tened, the shocked and the
uncertain call on the
Church to make a stand
and what they want is a
return to the puritanical,
rigid and stifling discipline
of our grandfathers.

And there are plenty in
the Church who take this
ridiculous posture, who flee
to the security of past
attitudes and make the
Church a museum of Eng-
land’'s past greatness.

Moving

Greatness for the nation,
the Church the individual,
the Christian can only lie
in being aware of the de-
velopments and changes
of our times, and, thought-
fully, moving with them;
not for the sake of being
with it, but because we be-
lieve God doesn’t stand
still.

LETTERS
WELCOMED

The Editor wel-
comes readers’ letters.
They should be ad-
dressed to him at 319,
Gazette Buildings,
Corporation  Street,
Birmingham, 4.
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PESTICIDES CAUSE NO
FOOD ALARM-
ANALYST

However much the alarmists cry, it is not yet clearly
evident that pesticides do more harm than good to
human beings, and most people run infinitely more
risk in crossing a busy street than in eating straw-
berries and cream, the Somerset county analyst, Miss
Joan Peden, says in her annual report.

New hope
for girls in
oldest
profession

Port Harcourt, the
booming o0il town on
the southern coast of

Nigeria, is going through
a time of mushroom
growth. In one residen-
tial area, Diobu, the
population has shot up
in less than three years
from 60,000 to 90,000.
But flourishing business does
necessarily mean jobs for
one. Increasing automa-
niting the opportuni-
i employment. Thus
e £10,000.000 oil refinery pro-
for only 200 people
ial problems have
lespread un-
ing de-
among the young.
ss prostitution of
rom the villages
ses in the many
in various parts of

not

meet this situation, the
Port Harcourt Christian Coun-
cil decided to set up a trades
school for girls that would give

them skiils to gain jobs.

The project was accepted for
the Approved List for
Emergency Action in Africa, for
which the ld Council of
Churches has appealed for cash
help from its members. Protes-

Churches in Germany
of the project and

undertook to give the
uired.

ldings have now been
complet and the school has
n work. The hostel has 120

]

More than half the food
samples taken at random in
Somerset were free from all
measurable traces of pesti-
cides. and the proportion of
identified or presumed pesti-
cides discovered in other
samples was less than 0.1
part per million—of no sig-
nificance, she says.

Miss Peden adds: “ While
the most obvious cause of
contamination is agricul-

tural or horticultural prac-
tice, there is a later applica-
tlon in some cases, which
takes place immediately be-
fore retail sale from thermo-
vaporising units installed in
shops to dispense pesticide as
a form of fly control.”

The dispenser could be left
to operate continuously,
covering all exposed surfaces
with a film of insecticide; but
findings indicated that cor-
rect use, together with a good
system of hygiene, would
prevent excessive contamina-
tion.

Lee Abbey
celebration

The 21st anniversary of
the founding of Lee Abbey—
which serves the Church of
England as a centre of evan-
gelism and lay training — is
being celebrated in the Royal
Albert Hall on Saturday,
October 22.

The principal speaker will
be the Archbishop of York.
Tickets, 2s. 6d., are available
from Lee Abbey, Lynton,

North Devon.

Come touring with

Food

Clothing

Farm needs

Education

leg

Medical Aid

WAR ON WANT

In every continent you will find
PEOPLE AT WAR WITH WANT

Through the generosity of our growing ormy of
supporters we can provide world-wide aid

Protein and milk for destitute children in Southern Africa.
School meals in Basutoland.

Many tons sent to Algeria, Pakistan, India, Africa, Skopje.'

Wells, Seeds, Simple Tools, Livestock and Fertilisers, all help
the production of more and better food.

Primary schools in the Congo. Secondary schools and Col-
ges in Africa and India. Farm schools, Youth Centres, Child
Welfare, Training and Rehabilitation of cured leprosy cases.

Modern equipment for large hospitals in Zululand, Hong
Kong, Padhar and Palwal (India) and Algeria.

If you are going to have an overseas holiday, it may be that you
will not be visiting our areas of need. A gift to the poor children
of the world would make your own holiday a joy.

Your holiday gift received with gratitude:
Rt. Hon. James Griffiths, P.C., C.H., M.P.
WAR ON WANT
9, Madeley Road, London, W.5

Many generous souls live on a limited income. A mention in your
Will, will provide jife for tiny children. LIFE NOT DEATH.
If you pay tax at standard rate a covenant would add 14/- to
every £1 at no extra cost to you
Jewellery, Silver, Old Sheffield bring good prices
We need Green Shield Stamps for an ambulance

Desperate need for clothing for refugees
WAR ON WANT DEPOT,
Caxton Street South,

London, E.16

at Abbey

The ancient craft of
well-dressing, kept alive
by Derbyshire villagers,
went on show in the
Dean’s Yard of West-
minster Abbey in July.

A giant picture of the
Abbey, made with 10,000
flowers and mosses by vil-
lages at Tideswell, in Derby-
shire, is being displayed
during a market and fair
which was opened by Mrs.
Harold Wilson as part of the
Abbey’s 900th anniversary
year.

It took 11 villagers a total
of 280 man hours to design
and build the 11ft. 6in. tall
well-dressing using mosses,
berries and many types of
flowers, including hydran-
geas, geraniums and butter-
cups, but the whole design
“lived” for only a week,

Man in charge of the
operation, Tideswell school-
master Mr. Oliver Shimwell,
a well-dresser for 45 years,
said:

“After such a lot of work,
it is a pity that the flowers
will die in only one week,
but we were honoured that
the Abbey recognised our

Vicar's
lawn goes
to save
lives

A Chesterfield vicar is
* sacrificing his church
lawn to save children’s
lives. He invites children
to play in his churchyard
rather than cross a busy
main road to get to a
recreation ground.

The Rev. Brian Walshe,
Vicar of St. Augustine’s
Church, said:

“The churchyard has plenty
of lawn — enough for a
game of rounders. It plays
havoc with the grass, but
we have got to be pre-’
- pared to sacrifice some-
thing if we want to save
lives. There are no graves
in the yard, but even if
there were, 1 sbould let
the children in.”

The churchyard is being
used temporarily until the
church can provide young-
sters with a floodlit play
space.

Aisle walk
beside you

For 90 years couples get-
ting married in a church at
Rough Close, near Stoke-on-
Trent have faced a “who
goes first” problem.

For the aisle was s0 narrow
that they had to walk out
single flle instead of in the
traditional style with the
bride on her new husband's
arm.

But now members of the
church have solved the prob-
lem by carrying out a do it
yourself renovation scheme,
switching the pews and pro-
viding a spacious, carpeted
central aisle.

12s. 6d.

—but I like them.
of that, real.

stand why you allow it.

And I like people who hear
God talking to them as a friend.
“ God says: I like youngsters. I
want people to be like them.”
This book, which is now in its
fifth reprint, could help you to
pray. This man loves life—and
because he loves life he loves
prayer.

Honest Religion for
Secular Man — Lesslie New-
bigin. SCM, 7s. 6d.

Bishop Newbigin is one of the
great leaders of the Church
today—and a bishop, too, in that
exciting united church of South
India. Here he asks what must
be the religion of a Christian
who accepts the process of
secularisation and lives fully in
the kind of world into which
God has led us.

His answer was given in the
form of lectures in the Uni-
versity of Nottingham, so you
mustn’t come to this book look-
ing for peanuts. But Lesslie
Newbigin is always clear and
has a lot of important things to
say. Be prepared to chew.

Christians and Social Work
—K. Heasman. SCM, 8s. 6d.

The Church is (once again)
taking its social conscience seri-
ously. In many fields—housing,
marriage guidance, mental
health, youth work, immigrants,
old people’s welfare — parishes
and groups of parishes and, most
significantly, inter -church
groups, are helping to fill gaps
in the state's care of people and
pioneer new schemes.

But it's not easy helping
other people. And it's no good
starting on the full flood of
enthusiasm and then fizzling
out within a twelvemonth.
Christians need to be stickers;

and they need to be informed.
Mrs. Heasman ghows how Chris-

Prayers of Life — Michel Quoist.

new books

by Peter Croft

Gill and Son, Dublin,

You might say these were far-fetched, romantic, preclous
I find them alive, fresh, and, because
I like people who talk to God as a friend.
“Lord, suffering disturbs me, oppresses me.
Why, Lord ?

I don’t under-

tian individuals and congrega-

tions have coped and can cope
with people in need of help.

The Caring Community —
National Council of Secial
Service, 26, Bedford Square,
W.C1. 2s.

This is an INVALUABLE
hooklet published by the Central
Churches Group for any group
or parishes wanting to know
HOW to serve the community
as good neighbours.

Eight good-neighbour schemes
are outlined and training sylla-
buses given. Simple, practical
and clear — compulsory reading
for all Jocal Councils of
Churches.

craft. It took me about 80
hours just to design the
piece. Then it had to be
traced on to clay in a huge
wooden frame before we
could add the flowers and
mosses one by one.”

Worth it
Mr. Shimwell, whose
father superintended the
well-dressings for 50 years,
added: “Now, the art is

almost exclusively confined
to Derbyshire, but it is not
dying out here. It is pains-
taking work, but the full
living beauty of such a pic-
ture is well worth it.”

The custom is so popular
in Derbyshire that well~
dressing ceremonies are held
nearly every week through-
out the summer at some
town or village, preceded by
a church service.

They originated as the
result of persuasion by
Christian missionaries on
pagans who worshipped the
“spirits” of their wells by

throwing flowers into them.

Parson in

the works

BY RAY PRICE

FEEE T

“Church? — Yes I'm a member; the missus and I

were married

there in 1927.”
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Caversham Park
venture

THE proposal to appoint a Church Army Captain to work on Caversham

Park Village marks a new stage in ecumenical co-operation. When the
news became public three years ago that 1,500 more houses were to be built
on Caversham Park, it was naturally felt by many that places of worship
would have to be built.

But recently there has grown up a feeling that the Church is in danger of
locking up her resources in buildings, the maintenance of which becomes
an increasing burden.

Nearly every resident at Caversham Park is likely to have a car, and so it
should not be difficult for the Christians to worship on Sundays in the
nearest neighbouring building of their own allegiance.

After I had discussed the matter with the clergy and ministers of other
denominations in Caversham, the Church of England undertook to buy a
house and appoint a Church Army Captain. If is hoped that an appointment
will be made in time for a man to start work before the end of the year.

His house will be available for Christians of all denominations, and the
non-Anglican clergy and ministers will be welcome to use a room for inter-
views.

The Bishop of Oxferd’s appeal has made a generous contribution towards
the cost of the house, and the Bishop of Oxford and the Bishop of Reading
have given every encouragement to this venture. So instead of spending
perhaps £40,000 on a church and hall, a house is being bought at a fraction
of this cost. The large downstairs room will serve as a meeting place for
Christians. The upstairs will provide a flat for the Captain and his wife, and
a study.

It is impossible to forecast how this plan will work out. I believe that
conditions of life today call for experiment in the way the Church sets
aboui work in new areas. Living agents actually working among people are
more important than buildings, which can so soon become financial
burdens. Nor is it always wise that the Church should provide a hall for
residents—a community hall which is owned by the lively residents’ asso-
ciation may mean much more to those who come to live at Caversham Park
just because the residents will have provided it themselves.

Such a hall seems an obvious need but the present economic crisis may
delay its erection. When it is built the activities of the Church can no doubt
find some place there alongside secular activities.

The house will be bought and owned by the Church of England and the
expenses at the start will be entirely borne by the Church of England, We
hope that as the other churches see for themselves some fruits from the
work of the Captain they will feel able to contribute to the maintenance
of this venture. But to have waited till all the denominations had agreed
on financial matters would have meant a long delay, and what is needed is
that someone should e at work as soon as possible in the name of the
Christian Church taking his place in the life of the new community which
is developing there.

No one will suggest that there are not difficulties in the scheme. No one
yet knows what will be the final pattern of church work at Caversham
Park. The Roman Catholics hope eventually to build a school and .perhaps
a church. But events are moving so fast that by the time this is achieved
we may find it easier to share places of worship than we do at present. Else-
where in this diocese the Roman Catholics are having one service a week
in an Anglican church. Within a few months a new report on Anglican—
Methodist relations will be published. By the time the last house is built at
Caversham Park the ecumenical scene is likely to be very different from
what it is at present.

The whole of the new village lies within the Anglican parish of Caver-
sham, and so it has fallen to the Parochial Church Council of Caversham
1o take these decisions. Even with generous help from the diocese the finan-
cial burden will be costly.

I hope that all Christians will join in prayer for this new venture, that it
will be blessed by God as together we seek to build a real church, not of
bricks but of people of Caversham Park, and we try to do this not as
separated Christians but with the closest possible co-operation together
from the start.

JOHN GRIMWADE
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'CRISIS:

THE first four months
of this new Parlia-
ment have been event-
ful. Indeed the last ten
days have been event-
ful. Whenever Parlia-
ment is dissolved for a
General Election the
work of government is
seriously interrupted.

Not only are useful pieces
of Government legislation
lost because they have to be
started afresh, but the work
of private members accumu-
lates during the campaign,
as I discovered when I
opened my Parliamentary
mail on first arriving in
Westminster. (It took nearly
three weeks to deal with all
the letters that had been de-
livered in the period between
by predecessor’'s departure
and my arrival!).

To some extent then the
beginning of this Parlia-
ment, as of most previous
ones, was taken up with
catching up on arrears in
business. Then it's had the
budget and the selective pay-
ments legislation and now
the new economic crisis
which overshadows every-
thing.

The war

Crisis has become a word
in very frequent use since
the end of the war The
reason is not far to seek. for
Britain's position in the
world was fundamentally
weakened in the last World
War; and even if all British
governments, irrespective of
party, had been incom-
parably more fortunate and
successful than they were,
our national economic posi-
tion would still have been a
weak one.

At the same time weak-
ness, like peril in war time,
often presents a challenge
to which people respond
best. For one of the more
attractive traits of humanity
is its ability to face adver-
sity and even hardship if
they believe it is worthwhile

and if they believe that ad-

YOU may not know her

name you may simply
know her as that nice "Jrl at
the newsagents. It doesn't

matter; if you are a customer at
her parents’ shop in Prospect
Street, the chances are she will
know you. In fact she 1
probably know your entire
family. Go in and ask for a
birthday card for your mother-
in-law and she will probably be
able to tell you that mother-in-
law likes cards with roses on
Go in for a toy for your next-
door neighbour's son who
measles and in all probability
she will tell you he likes jigsaw
puzzles

To Monica Hale, like the rest
of her family a customer is not

just another sixpence on the
profits but a person she
probably knows and likes. And
she will do all she can to pro-
vide what is needed, as well as
finding time to enquire after
your family.

This probably explains why
Monica, who has been in her

father's business ever since she
left St. Anne’s School, has never
been interested in doing any
other kind of work. Perfectly
happy in her job, she deals with
all the buying, all the advance
planning necessary in a shop
like this, and aims always to
cater for everybody, particulariy
(hlldren

{ MONICA HALE MARRIES |

Monica gets
Peter's on ‘\u.'u‘
Lo a young man whose
well-known to us. John
son is a photographer w
local press. They will be sett
up home at Toker's Green
we shall not be lo

al
l at 2 pm,

work i

yet. as she plans on
work at the shop deed, her
father says he doesn't know
what he would do without her.
Amazed
'H,ul:v_'h he does not share
2 ising, her day is
and often
continues long a the shop
closed. Yet she 1l finds time
for tennis and badm
she admits t

though

don’t know why
surprised—her

eéxceptionally nice

know all our readers s
and

her — there

Roving Reporter.

“THE HONEST

We asked our
Member of
Parliament, Mr.
John Lee, to reply
to the open letter
addressed to him
in the July edition
of the Caversham
Bridge about the
Selective
Employment Tax.
We publish this
month this letter
from him.

versity and hardship be
fairy shared In waitime
this position is not difficult

to attain. The cause is
generally clear and in
modern times at any rate

danger is pretty evenly dis-
tributed. With economic
crises the position is not so
simple.

This = is because the
“Cause” is not always clear
and hitherto adversity has
not been fairly shared. Yet
this need not be Cer-
tainly some of the problems
that face us at the moment
are complex: for example
how in a time of full employ-
ment, to provide manpower
for new and expanding in-
dustries without creating
unemployment elsewhere
and how to relieve Britain
of the burden of being
banker to the sterling area

S0

Trinmphed

Nonetheless in the last
analysis most problems are
moral ones. All the techni-
cal skill in the world is no

substitute for honesty of
purpose, because without
the latter free peoples at

any rate will not co-operate

APPEAL WILL PAY OFF”

once they realise
being deceived

they

are

Winston Churchills
clarion call in
largely devoid of ical
preparation yet it was
transcendently honest and it
triumphed. So was Roose-
velt's appeal to the Ameri-

can people during the o'm\
depression. So too, I thi
was Lenin’'s to Russia j
after the revolution. In con-
trast the request for in-
comes restraint made by the
Conservatives during tt

current economic diff
of the fifties was cunningly
directed and to a limited
extent economically sound
but it was dishonest for it
disregarded the wunequal
shares of the benefits and
burdens in our community.

It failed

The supreme test now
must be. in a time of com-
parable gravity, the honesty
with which people are asked
to bear the burden

JOHN LEE.

George Henry

Sawyer

The death occurred on
July 16 of Mr. Georze Henry
Sawyer, of 90, Oakley Road,
at the age of 74. For 50
years, he had been a
member of Caversham Bap-
tist Free Church, and for
most of the time was a
member of the choir and
had served as a Deacon of
the Church for many years.

Until ill-health limiled his
activities, he gave much
time to the maintenance of
the fabric of the Church.

Mr. Sawyer was well-
known in the district
through the coal haulage
business which he ran until

he retired.

We extend our sympathy
to his wife and daughters.
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Early

It's
Street.

a
G

familiar sight
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¥y painted and well cared
for, Early Bird is taken out from time
to time to join other traction engines
in rallies in aid of charity.

1966

in Church her
ele.,

her

day, a

Anyone in-

Cg—
Fred Walker,

P'hoto

Bird

canopy, windows, doors,

and since Mr. Adnams acquired
few years ago, she has been re-
stored to full glory.

He himself is no newcomer to such

engines — his father drove Foden
"An..\“‘d = 20l h"t. goungsiex could engines from 1903 until the mid thir-
resist tl{(-n\ S find d‘,‘l‘”l.s of all ties so, as he says, he really grew up
“"f rallies 2 ‘“‘r' Ad""f“ 3 '"I,‘, and with steam. Like other tractor owners,
c¢hip shop in Church Street. There .

was one, for instance, at Woodcote on

August 6.

Actually Early Bird is a comparative
youngster, being made in 1927 and de-
haulage
carries all the modern advantages of

signed for road

it
National

local
work. She

he is very enthusi:
isn't necessary
traction engine

Traction
associations,
would be delizhted to give anyone de-
tails of membership.

tic; incidentally,
actually to own a
before joining the
Engine Ciub or
and Mr. Adnams

the vit

29.

him on May 24, 1738:

gate Strect, where one was read-
ing Luther’s preface to the
Epistle to the Romans. About @
quarter to nine, while he was des-
cribing the change which God
works in the heart through faith
in Christ, | felt my heart
strangely warmed. | felt | did
trust in Christ, Christ alone, for
salvation; and an assurance was
given me that He had taken away
my sins, even mine, and sayed me
from the law of sin and death.”

Thus, for Wesley and his
heirs, real religion is not

just the performing of cer-
tain ceremonial acts. It is
not simply the intellectual
acceptance and recital of
certain credal statements. It
is not the maintaining of a
particular Church organisa-
tion. It is not even the
attempt to live a decent,
moral life.

It is]
adventure

rather, an intense
in fellowship, a
walking in love, a warm,
personal experience of
Christ, an experience which

STRAIGHT TALK?-HERE IT IS

last month's
some straight
some Metho-
the re-union
ure you know
there

Y ©OU asked

n case
3"t le

¢ itably
ks r impli-
lik

1 «

Tt disazree-

T 1 the pro-

I conciliation

wh his hands

« ch of the

rs in silence,

1 We receive yoa

the

n try

land. Ta =
C the priest to
PrE ‘ord of God 7..d %«
n Holy Sacraments
¢ as need shall arise

be licensed to

te of some people

Bre to the contrary
th arkably like an
act tion. But what
o1 L mean? What
is ious electricity
that flows from the hands of

the bishop into the head of the

m ter and turns him into a
I What is the difference
between a “priest” and any

other Christian except that he
has been called to one of many
possible ministries within the
church? And how—as Mrs. Par-
menter's letter implied last
month—can it entitle him to
refuse the Holy Communion to
anybody who “loves the Lord
Jesus.”

To

questions such as these
the “Conversations" report
gives us no answer. Nor can we
gel any consistent answer from
our Anglican friends If the
Anglicans insist  upon this
Titual, we have a right to-know
unequivocally what it is sup-
posed to signify. M they cannot
agrec among themselves about
1, then it would not seem to he
%0 important as (o justify the

split n the Methodist
Church t would follow a “r
conciliation™ on this basis, and
it ought to be left out.

The objection to the idea of
g somet extra by
episcopal ¢ lination come
not only from the “evaneelical”
wing of the church on the
grounds that the practice is un-
scriptural nnot for the life
of me see the secular
Christian of the “New Reforma-
tion" can make of such a piece

f magic

Any scheme mion will
have to hold many

ther
) of

is a

ethodists,

how- come

can be altered. T am not sure
that David Steel's Bill is going
to do this. Much will obviously
depend on its final drafting.

I must, however, register a
protest about two aspects of the
Bill at any rate:

(1) Legal termination of
pregnancy where there is sub-
stantial risk of foetal
deformity. Surely this cannot
be pre-determined by doctors
with absolute certai Chil-
dren born deformed or blind

are often the objects of much
parental love, and themselves
often develop characters which

conquer [heir handicaps and
perscnalities which are an in-
spiration to all with whom they

into contact. How can

POST BAG |

ever. that they are being ex-
pected to accommodate them-
selves to the sensitivities of a

of

their Anglican
there is no ap-
ess on the other
ny steps towards
nding.

minority

side ake
closer understa
Let us pray that the ne

terim report on the Con
tions, due in Janua

show the way more clearly
the church of the future, which
is ‘not merely Anglican or
Methodist but is founded on

the best in all Christian tradi-
tions.
JACK HOLLINGUM,

35. Oakley Road,
Caversham.

Christians
and
abortion

AM sure T speak for many
Catholics when I say there
is a great longing for the Abor-

tion Law to be reformed so
that the situation regarding
squalid  back-gireet  abortions

one judge before they are born
that this will not happen?

(2) Legal termination of
pregnancy where there is con-
sidered to be overstrain of the
pregnant woman's capacity as
a mother. Can one really judge
this in advance? Is it not true
that human nature often rises
to occasions and finds an un-
expected source of strength Lo
deal with the trials and tribu-
lations of life?

I realise that this is a highly
emotional subject — that was
evident from several of the
speeches in the House of Com-
mons—and I have tried not to
be emotional in this letter. I
realise T have been ome of the
lucky women who has never
had the temptation or need to
have an abortion; and lucky
too that I have not had to
bring up a child handicapped
either mentally or physically.

T also realise that this is no
longer a Christian country and,
although I feel sure the sup-
porters of this Bill are acting
from what they believe to be
humane motives regarding the
mother, if they are not Chris-
tian they cannot be expected to
take into aecount the
myslerious working of God's
providence, And, equally well,
their view of life on earth must
be fundamentally different;
they must always be seeking
happiness and perfection here,

while surely the Christian
knows that life on earth is just
a pilgrimage and a preparation
for that to come, and that any
happiness experienced here on
earth must be regarded as an

undeserved bonus from the
Almighty.
BUT, even allowing for all

this, if we permit abortion for
convenience § . where do we
draw the line
cious few in Parliament who
saw this as the thin end of a
very dangerous wedge.

There were pre- |

INTENSE ADVENTURE
by Ewart Wright

TIIE key word in Methodism is “fellowship.”

In an age of deism and Anglican prudentialism, John Wesley rediscovered
al truth that the essence of Christianity is personal fellowship with the
living Christ. This is what he wrote in his journal describing what happened to

"[n» the cvcning,vl w.cnf very | expri
unwillingly to a Society in Alder-| ooncern for others.

JUSTINE MAIR, |

Hill House,
Surley Row,

Ca

rsham.

Confirmation

A LTHOUGH Mr. Sholl and I
= are both members of the

same church, his contribution
to the July edition of the
“Caversham Bridge"” prompts
me to voice some friendly
disagreement.

I cannot feel that it is
Christ's will that he or any
other Methodist seeking unity

should be confirmed during the
interim period. By so doing, he
is howing to a tradition for
which there is no scriptural
authoritly, and is, therefore,
strengthening the barriers
rather than helping to break
them down.

One of his remarks requires
some clarification,
hardly believe that the
apparent implication behind it
ever intended. He s
“The ‘closed’ Table for con-
firmed members of the Church
of England concerned me
until . . . it was pointed out
that it was Jesus' disciples only
who were invited to the first
Last Supper, The innuendo
here is that one cannot be a
disciple without first receiving
Confirmation.”

Donald . Goodrich,
47, Matlock Road,
Caversham,

as 1 can |

|

TALKING POINT

sses itself In a deep |stems from their abiding
fellowship with Christ, and
|is offered to all who desire

All that goes on iInjj whoever, whatever and
Methodism — the worshxp.|wherevcr they may be.
the preaching, the sacra-
ments, the teaching, the See Methodism in Cavers-
class meetings, and even ham: Pages 4 and 5.
the inevitable “business” ———— e
meetings, together with the . d
pastoral care of the flock FL}I:IE.O[\;;‘SL:IRIIEHIESR
exercised by the minister PSYCHICAL AND
and the leaders — are

SPIRITUAL STUDIES
Information from:—
READING BRANCH SEC.,
35, GREEN ROAD,
READING Tel. 61592

geared to foster this fellow-
ship and to offer it to all.

In a recent newspaper
article, a non-Methodist
(apparently) writes: “What
is a Methodist today? He is

FUNERALS AND

neither sophisticated nor |
imaginative. But he is good. CREMATIONS |
He is tolerant. And he is
trying” A.B.WALKER

John Wesley's own des- AND SON LTD.

cription of a true Methodist
is much more realistic:

36, Eldon Road,
Reading, Berks.
Telephones:

Day Reading 53650
Night: Reading 53763 & 61538

“A Methodist is one who has
the love of God shed abroad in
his heart. One who loves the Lord
with all his heart and soul and
mind and strength. He rejoices
evermore, prays without ceasing,
and in everything gives thanks.

PRIVATE CHAPELS OF REST

VACUUM CHIMNEY SWEEP

His heart is full of love of all
. e Brushes elc. used
mankind, purified from wrath, NU-VAC SWEEP
envy, malice, and every unkind A (Rc‘ fstered)
affection. His one desire and cal wr'i:le or phone |
design of his life is not to do his 135, Sherwooo Street,
own will, but the will of Him who Reading

sent him. (near the Barracks)

Tel Reading 53144
“He keeps God's command- G AGER

ments from the least unto the

greatest. He follows not the

customs of the world, for vice | J. H. ADAMS

does not lose its nature by becom- | & SONS LTD.

ing fashionable. He fares not Building, Decorating

Alterations, Repairs
ESTABLISHED 1919
51, Kidmore Road, Caversham
Tel. 71723

sumptuously every day. He cnnAi
not lay up treasures on earth, nuri
can he adorn himself with costly |
gold and apparel. He cannot |
speak evil of his neigbbour any

more than he can lic. He does EMMER GREEN
good to all men — neighbours, TOWNSWOMEN'S
strangers, friends and enemies.” GUILD
Methodists, who are

spending their lives trying RUMMAGE SA[E

to be worthy of this descrip- 2

tion by their founder, SATURDAY,

number some 40 million and
are found in almost every
country. To experience the
fellowship shared by the
people called Methodists
throughout the world is an
inestimable privilege, It

SEPTEMBER 17, 1966

EMMER GREEN
PRIMARY SCHOOL,
GROVE ROAD

Admission 3d.
Doors open 2.30 p.m.

Open Public Meeting

Reading Liberal

Association

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 — 7.30 p.m.
at ‘
CAVERSHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL,
HEMDEAN ROAD. '

Mr. W. L. Thomas
the Chief Education Officer for Reading
WILL TALK ABOUT THE NEW
EDUCATION PROPOSALS




WINTER
NIGHTS

THE summer holidays will soon be over, and once
again many Caversham people will be looking
forward to their “schooling.” The schooling in this
case being lessons in subects they have chosen for
themselves—not a common practice at their child-
ren’s schools — subjects ranging from languages to
archaeology, keep fit to homecrafts. Arranged by the
local Authority’s Further Education Department.

More details of a great variety of classes can be
had from ““Focus’’ magazine, obtainable from Caver-
sham Library and book shops. Attendances at these
classes increase every year, proving their worth and
popularity. You can learn a new trade, another
language or just indulge in hobbies you never
thought to have the time for.

These classes are more than just learning.  They
bring together many Caversham neighbours who
would not otherwise meet. Being an enrolled member
for one or more classes makes the gloomy months
that much brighter, and oh, the joy of not being sub-
servient to the TV set !'!

B.G.

Photos: Fred Walker

Here we have the girls

getting expert advice

and sewing practice at
Grove School.

Working at a sticky
problem and wondering
no doubt if it’s time for
“grog” are some mem-
bers of one of the pot-
tery classes taken at
Caversham Adult
Centre.

No, thzs is not a knobbly Icnees compemzon but the young in heart putting
their all into an energetic volley ball session during their keep fit class, held

at St. John's School.
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Keen do - it - yourself
fans plump for the
woodwork evenings,
thus getting bang-on
advice and plenty of
practical experience.

LOCAL PAPER
order today’s eI S T

25 PROSPECT ST,
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How it
began

An lron Chape! in “a field midway between the
Increasing and thriving villages of Upper and
Lower Caversham’’ was the first sian that Metho-
dism was cztive this side of the river.

It was the result of an evangelistic venture by
members of the Oxford Road chapel in Reading.
They began with a series of weekly proyer meet-
ings in some cottages at the junction of Gosbrook
Road ond Star Road. These were followed by
some equally successful open air meetings.

ST EE DR R R P CE TR R R AT T TR

It was in 1881 thct the foundafion stones of
the lron Chape!l were laid, almost opposite the
It cost £360 to build and
@ccommodated 180 people. Ten years later the
4chool Chapel, now the school hall, was built
@cross the road, and the congregation warshipped

The Caversham Heights has
grown to its present size only in recent years with
the increased building in the area, and people
come and go so rapidly that the church is some-
times called the “transit camp.”

congregation
present church. greg

there until the present church was built in 1899.
The School Chapel incorporated the last word in
modernity—electric bells to ring in all the class-

e LRSI

Newcomers ;
GOSBROOK ROAD CHURCH, built in 1899, fol-

lowed an earlier iron Chapel on the other side of
the road.

rooms. There are a few families that have been con-

. nected with the church for many years, but mest
String_band are newcomers from other parts of the country—

In the early days a string band used to provide
the musical accompaniment, until an organ was

obtained from the Parish Church of Oswestry.

and indeed from other denominations, perhaps

because it is the only free church in the imme- AND HIS TOPICAL ADVICE, “ LET YOUR

LIGHT BE THE LIGHT OF THE FUTURE, THE
LIGHT THAT SHINES THE BRIGHTEST AND
RENDERS THE GREATEST SERVICE TO MAN-
KIND,” COULD WELL HAVE BEEN ADDRESSED

diate area.

History has an odd waoy of being up-to-date.
When the Rev. W. L. Watkinson dedicated the
new church in 1899 the battle between gas and
electricity was as intense as it is now, only then

Only once in 67 years has there not been Sun-
day worship ot Caversham Methodist Church —
ond that was during the 1947 floods.

is

The Caversham Heights church building

younger by 10 years. It was the last to be built
under the Wesleyan Extension Scheme and was
opened in 1909. Once again, it was the fruit of a
concern in the circuit, which was fostered by
Wesley Church where a building fund waos started
in 1903.

At the Heights the Church preceded the school
hall, which was put up in 1929 as a result of the
growth of the neighbourhood after the war and
the extension of the church’s work.

It is interesting to see how history lives on in
the life of the churches. Caversham Methodist in
Gosbrook Road was the first to be built and it still
has the deepest roots in the neighbourhood. Quite
o number of its present families were associated
It has
had the more stable membership recently, al-

with it in the earliest years of the church.
though the population growth to the east of
Caversham is likely to bring more people into its

hife.

The choir has been moved to the side of the new

sanctuary at the Caversham Heights Church.

it was for lighting.

TO US TODAY.

If you join in Sunday
worship at one of the
Caversham Methodists
churches you will find

that it is similar in

many ways to that in
the othex Free

Churches but there are
some interesting
features which show
our historical ties with
the Church of England.

‘The order of service for Holy
Communion is almost identical
to that of the Prayer Book, and
the order for Baptism is similar
In many respects (though with
some important differences).

On the other hand, there ‘s
the uniquely Methodist liturgy
of the Covenant Service, which
1s an impressive and moving in-
troduction to each new year.

1 Some Methodist churches,

though none in this area, follow
jone or several fixed liturgical
{ orders for morning and evening
| worship, but much more
‘ommonly the pattern of wor-
! ship is decided by the preacher.
| T ly he follows what has
| come to be known irreverently
ins the “hymn sandwich'—a
|

description which at least
| underlines the -importance of
| hymns in Methodist worship.

The Methodist Hymn Book is

', Hymns
i is the

treasured as
Common Prayer by
Anglicans. There are many
hymns by Charles Wesley,
though not a disproportionate
number. Every major brand of
churchmanship is represented
among the hymn writers, and
there are even one or two who
would be surprised to find them-

as greatly
| Book of

selves in Christian company at
all. As for Charles Wesley, any
one of his hymns is a lesson in
Christian doctrine and in un-
derstanding the Bible — even
such a popular Christian hymn
as “Hark The Herald-Angels
Sing.” Every line of it can be
traced back to the New Testa-
ment or the Prophets, yet it ‘s
far more than a paraphrase.

Sensitively and sympatheti-
cally led, the fraditional form
of Methodist worship can bring
people into an ir‘imate avare-
ness of God's presence. There
is plenty of scope, though, for
moulding the pattern of worship
to contemporary needs, and Lo
some extent this is being done,
both locaily and throughout
Methodism.

Circuits

Some people think that more
experiments are needed, while
others emphasise that worship
is an art in which one learns
and profits by experience in one
tradition. This is one of the
many exciting areas of debate
within the Church today.

If you look at the list pub-
ished every month in the
aversham Bridge" of
preachers at the two Methodist
churches you will see that nearly
half of them are laymen. At
some of the country chapels,
like those at Woodcote and
Gallowstree Common, most of
the Sunday services are taken
by local preachers. This is not
just a stop-gap measure but has
alway. been part of th»
Church’s strategy.

The Rev. Ewart Wright, whon
people think of as the minister
of the two Methodist churches
in Caversham, is in fact ap-
pointed as one of the eight
ministers for the Reading Cir-
cuit, which has 25 churches.
Within the circuit he i«
specially responsible for the two

Caversham churches and also
for two country churches at
Woodcote and  Gallowstree
Common. This operation on a
circuit basis is more than a
mere formality. Among other
things, Mr. Wright has special
responsibilities for circuit youth
activities, and is Methodist
chaplain to the REME. at
Aborfield.

With eight ministers and 25
churches there is a eable gap
in the “Plan” of Sunday ser-
vices which is drawn up every
three months by the superinten-
dent minister, the Rev. A. John
Badcock.  Most of this gap is
filled by local preachers; laymen
Wwho have been trained in the
use of the Bible, Christian doc-
trine and the conduct of wor-
ship and preaching,

In this age when all the pun-
dits are talking about the im-
portance of the laity in the life
of the Church, you might think
that Methodists were way out
in front with their institution
of local preachers, However,
by no means all Methodists look
at it that way.

At Lheir best, local preachers
can bring a personal experience
of the world of industry and

business which adds realism

WORSHIP PATTERN SHOWS
TIES WITH ANGLICANS

and relevance to their preach-
ing, and may enable them to
speak very powerfully to the
needs of other laymen.

Growth

At their worst, local preachers
can be third-rate imitations of
the parson, lacking nis
authority, his thorough training,
his discipline and his total com-
mitment to the Gospel of
Christ.

A circuit’s ministcrs and local
preachers together form a large
team with a wide variety of ap-
titudes and experience. Many
people feel that its considerable
potential is not being used to
best effect, and this is another
area of discussion and growth
within Methodism.

GARDEN PARTY

at
CAVERSHAM COURT
Sideshows
Entertainments
Refreshments
3.00 p.m.
Saturday, September 10
Proceeds to Reading and
District branch of the
Multiple Sclerosis Society

METHODIST

CAVERSHAM
4 Mr. W. G. Sampson
Rev. E. B. Wright (80)
S. J. Dain
W. A. J. Clark
. E. B, Wright (2)

11 Rev.
Mr,

- M. E. W. Simpkins
Notes: (1) Holy Communion

SEPTEMBER PREACHING
APPOINTMENTS

CHURCHES

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS

11.00 Rev. E, B. Wright (1)
6.50 Mr. Cooper.
11.00 Rev: R. J. Holmes,

CH (REME)
Rev. E. B. Wright
Rev. P. W. Luxton
Miss M. Broadhead
11.00 Rey. E. B. Wright (2)
6.50 Rev. E. B. Wright (2)
1) Harvest Festival

6.50
11.00
6.50
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CAVERSHAM

Secret
Springs

At the very heart of Christianity is the growth into
a new way of life, centred in Christ, which is open to
cveryone, but astonishes people with delight when
they discover it for themselves. The whole organiza-
tion of the Church exists to bring this new life to
people one by one, and to help them collectively to
transform the world they live in through the orga
ations of nations, politics, industry and local affarirs,

o

as well as through personal relations with their

neighbours. SEa.

Very important in the life o e

the Church family which help ‘r))[‘]\;‘““x‘]'\ i”’;’i_r{)}l'il.\f'l'.

Beaple o sy It RACE 1 U0 | o b progtg  Class meetings play an important part in the Lfe
B TR b sty Social problems, local of Caversham Heights Church.

ter-church relations
and many other concerns may

Caversham churches belongs *«
a class, under a class leader

Sometimes called the “transit-camp,” Caversham
Heights Church has grown in recent years.

whose task it is to be a friend
and helper to each of the mem-

bers in his care.
Several of the
Caversham Heights
meet regularly in the
of their members.
ings were a vital part
Methodism = from its
earliest days, and it is

Photos: Donald Cox

loss to the Church that

they were.

Class meetings can take
many forms, but their basic
purpose is to help people
understand their faith better
and to work it out in their daily

life. There is alw

classes in the
society
homes
Class meet-

very
a gred
they
are no longer universal as once

some

Learn the

Language

When Methodists meet they sometimes seem to be talking a language of

their own.
important Methodist words.

WESLEY: (Pronounce it “Wessley”
if you want to be “in” with Methodist
people). John and Charles, the 18th
century founders of Methodism, were
high church Anglicans who had
found a joy and assurance -in their
faith which seemed revolutionary in
that age of cautious reason.

John was the statesman and archi-
tect of the Methodist movement,
which during his lifetime remained
in uneasy association with the Church
of England. Charles is remembered
most for his hymns. He wrote literally
thousands of them, and many are
known and loved throughout the
Christian Church.

SOCIETY: The local church com-
munity. Originally it was only a
society — people went to the parish
church for public worship.

LEADERS’ MEETING: The council
responsible for the spiritual life of
the society. Its members are the class
leaders, officials of the main organisa-
tions of the church, and representa-
tives elected from the society. There
is also a TRUST MEETING whose
members are concerned with the
maintenance of the property.

CIRCUIT: The group of societies in
one population area. The court 1S
known as the CIRCUIT QUARTERLY
MEETING. Reading Circuit includes
25 churches as far apart as Henley,
Wokingham, Tadley Common and
Parighourne.

DISTRICT: About equivalent to a
diocese, the District has two annual
SYNODS with members representing
the circuits. The Svnod is presided

over by a ‘separated” Chairman —
the nearest equivalent in British
Methodism to a hishop. Reading is

on the northern edge of the South-
ampton District. :
CONNEXION (don’t forget the “x”):
The entire Methodist Church in one
country. England, Scotland and

To help you eavesdrop intelligently, here are some of the most

Wales is one connexion. lIreland has
its own, comhining North and South.

CONFERENCE: The Conference is
the Methodist parliament. It meets
annually in two sessions—Ministerial
(ministers only) and Representative
(equal numbers of ministers and
laymen).

TRAVEL: This is what Methodist
ministers do. In the early davs they
really were itinerant preachers,
spending much of their life in the
saddle. Even today, when a minister
retires, having travelled for perhaps
30 years or more, he is said to “sit
down.” A minister is appointed to a
circuit, not an individual church, and
stays for three to seven years before
moving on to another circuit.

"LOCAL PREACHER: The lay
preachers who take four out of five of
the Sunday services in this country
are “local” to the circuit in which they
live. However, Reading has more
than 60 local preachers and many of
them give help to other circuits as
far away even as Salisbury.

STEWARD: This is a word that
haffles Anglicans, especially since
they came to associate stewardship
with money-raising, A steward is
somebody with special responsihilities
in the church. There are SOCIETY
STEWARDS, who are the chief execu-
tive officers of the local church, con-
cerned with its soiritual and temporal
interests; CHAPEL STEWARDS, who
are concerned with the buildings and
equipment of the church; POOR
STEWARDS, not necessarily more im-
poverished than others, who are res-
ponsible for prenaring the Holy Com-

munion and for administering the

“Poor Fund” for the sick and needy.

Most exalted of all are the CIRCUIT
STEWARDS, who are concerned with
the interests of the whole circuit, its
ministers, its property and its
finances.

be studied, often in very pra
tical terms leading to collective
action.
Pastoral
starts from

care in the Church

earliest childhood.
When a baby is baptised its
name is added to the “cradle
roll” and the parents are visited
regularly. At three years old
the child is able to join the
Beginners' Department of the
Sunday School, and there are
graded departments to teach
him about the Bible, the Chris-
tian Faith and practice, up to
the age of 14-plus. After that
there is a Young People's
Group, and also a fortnightly
Manse Fellowship with the
minister, which lead to church
membership classes.

There are many other or-
ganisations connected with the
churches, to serve the needs
of different people. For the
younger end there is a Boys'
Brigade company based on the
Gosbrook Road church and a
Girls’ Life Brigade compar [
the Heights, where there is also
a youth club

Popular

A Young Wives' Club for the
whole neighbourhood meets at
the Manse, and at Gosbrook
Road there is a flourishing
Women's Fellowship with a
very active and enterprising
programme. Not only are there
devotional meetings and dis-
cussions, but the Fellowship
run a ladies’ choir, they visit
people who are or tied to
their homes, and recently they
made themselves very popular
by equipping a new kitchen for
the church.

At the Heights, the Guild is
a weekly club for all ages and
interests. This summer and
autumn part of the Guild
timetable is being given to a
study course on the Old Testa-
ment, which is being led by the
minister. A similar organisation
at Gosbrook Road is the
Church Fellowship.

Organisation for
People for Christ

Methodists live up to
their name at least in
their organisation. It is
not democratic in the
sense of “one man one
vote.” but Methodists
like to think that, at-
its best, it is more re-
presentative than the
Anglican church order
and more efficient and
co-ordinated than the
Congregational  order.
At its worst it can be-
come a bureaucratic
jungle.

It is the circuit rather than
the individual church that is
the most important unit in
Methodism, and here we differ
both from the other Free
Churches and from the Church
of England. In fact this is one
of the organisational difficulties
that is being encountered in
the way of closer co-operation
between denominations, because
the circuit embraces a e
number of parishes.

A few weeks ago the Presi-
dent of the Methodist -
ference described the circuit as
“the whole of Methodism at its
sticking point. It is the strate-
gical deployment of our
strength set to meet the needs
of all the people who live in
the territory. The p2ople in the
circuit are the population of
the area, not only the members
of society . . . The real business,

of which the chapel worsl
symbol and pa
canteens, place:
ure, homes, welfare
and every other
makes the comple
British and local

Ministers and local preachers
rve the circuit t: hole

eeting ar
f the Circuit Que

bers o T
Meeting, which makes all the
t important decisions about

gy of the Chu
It is the Circui
decides where churches are to
be established or

closed. and
how the ministers inted to
il by Conference are to be best

employed

Backbone

The great machine
most personal and mecs
te the ordinary ch
the level of the Le:
ing. It is with the
Meeting that the
shares his pastor
bility. The class lea
between them have
rge of all the m

its youth and otl
tions. its worship,
ponsibilities towards
in which it is
e the concern of
Meetir
Qe L T
quality of this me
dedication of its members t
visitors are made aware of t
warmth and compassion of the
church.

Leadc

Juniors in the Gosbrook Road Sunday School sharpen their wits on a

Crossword puzzle.




Moral Welfare vacancy

USL .Muni(‘:\'s House — a Church of England Home for
(-l(ls in need ol care and protection — urgently requires a
resident

This post would suit an adaptable
woman, g to assist with ordinary home duties and
able to supervise a few adolescent girls. Should this

appeal to anyone interested in the welfare of young
DL‘OD'}‘ please contact The Warden, 37 Christchurch Road,
Reading. who will supply further details of salary, ete.

HERBERT &
LASCELLES LTD.

Electrical Contractors

128, CAVERSHAM RD., READING

PHONE 54277 8

DOWLING
LIMITED

PROPERTIES

PROSPECT HOUSE,
>ROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM.

ON September 10 we begin the Town Hall on Sunday,
throughout the parish our Oclober 2 at 6.30 p.m.

stewardship development cam-  The Bishop of Oxford will be
paign. The finances of the present to commission all the
parish took on an entirely new men who have been trained
look when we held the last cam- as canvassers and to lead us all
paign, But after three years in an act of re-dedication. The
many people have moved away, Town Hall seats eleven hundred

a further campaign

St Andrew's very generously
agreed a ye
months so th they could coin-
cide with the rest of the parish
in the timing of this next stage
of stewardship. For some
menths now a parish commitlee
has been meeting and many
preparations have been made
and the campaign will differ in
many respects from our earlier
one.

There has been growing
criticism in many parts of the

campaigns, and so it has been
agreed Lo dispense with the
parish suppers, and we shall
come together as a parish in

ST. BARNABAS

The Stewardship Develop-
ment Campaign: Detailed In-
formation about the programme
for our Stewardship campaign
appears in other columns on
this page. But, in the days
before this campaign actually
starts, we would all do well to
give a few moments thought to
its purpose. This campaign is
vital to the life of our Church
because it is an opportunity

Tel. Reading 74428

Estate Agents
[nsurance & Mortgage Brokers

For a personal service call at

PROSPECT
HARDWARE

(A G NEW)

Daily
Deliveries

INSULATE NOW
| COSYWRAP AND
SUPAWRAP IN STOCK

35, PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM

YOUR ESSO BLUE DEALER

Tel. 71063

VANDERPUMP AND WELLBELOVE

(and Wellesley-Smith ano Ce.)
Auctloneers. Lana and Estate Agents Surveyors and Valuers
40 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM
Tel, 74540
also at
3 Station Roao Reading. ang Panghourne. and Wallingford Berke

Hemdean Stores

(A F & J. L. WATSON)
47, HEMDEAN ROAD, CAVERSHAM. Telephone 71632

GROCERIES & PROVISIONS Early Closing Saturday

Free delivery all oarts Caversham Heights & Emmer G-een

W. N. & E. FISHER LTD.

Building Contractors
RENOVATIONE [N ALL TFRADES DECORATIONS
EMMER GREEN - READING - Tel. 71595

for growth in every respect.

On various occasions, as the
months and years pass on, we
all experience moments of in-
sicht. We may be provoked, by
experience of suffering or
some other cause of distress,
into thinking more deeply than
usual. At such times we see the
truth of the Christian Gospel
more clearly than before and
we may lean more heavily upon
our faith in God. We make a
resolve to be more loyal, in
future, to the Church which has
given birth to our faith and
nurtured it.

But how rarely do we act
upon these moments of insight.
Time passes, life becomes

smoother and our habits of
prayer and worship, service and
financial support remain as
before.

This is why a Stewardship
Campaign is vital: this is why
it can be a time of tremendous
growth. It is a chance for us
all to face our responsibilites to
God and His Church. It is an
opportunity for us to put into
practice what, in our moments
of insight, we know to be
necessary and right.

A Stewardship Campaign can
only succeed if we make it a
time of growth in our relation-
ship with God. To quote the
Prior of Taize “Let us remem-
ber that being precedes doing.
Every bringing up to date
begins with a conversion of the
person to Christ, Lord of the
Church.” We may be very well
intentioned about the growth of
our Church but we must re-
member that this growth must
begin in the depth of ourselves.

The Church and hall: The
spirit of Christian Stewardship
has been very evident recently
in the work that has been done
around our Church and hall
Twenty eight cubic yards of
clinker and rubbish have been
removed, the iron railings have
been cleaned down and painted
and the iadies' cloakrooms re-
decorated. The opinion of the
district meeting in June was
that the Church Hall and its
grounds needed a face-lift. We
thank the many people who
have given their time to do the
work. It has not gone un-
noticed in Emmer Green.

Farewell to Mrs. Carter: We
are all sad to know that Mrs.
Carter has had to leave our
Sunday School because she and
her husband are moving to
North Wales. For several years
she has been responsible for our
Sunday School, inspiring her
Eellu‘\x teachers, controlling and

hild She goes

r ago Lo wait 12

St
country at the expense of these

and the time has come to hold people. We will hope to fill it to

capacity that night.

The Parochial Church
Council

As referred to elsewhere the
Parochial Church Council have
agreed lo purchase a house in
Caversham Park Village, which
will serve as a basis for the
work of the Church among the
six thousand people who will
eventually be living there.

The diocese has helped
generously with the cost but the
Church Council have taken this
faith hoping that all
rs of the congregation
will support the work of the
Church in the forthcoming
stewardship campaign by
making a sacrificial pledge.

ROUND THE ANGLICAN PARISH

Harvest Festival

We shall be observing Harves!
Festival throughout the parish
on Sunday, September 25. Be-
cause of the stewardship cam-
paign there is a general closing
down of social activities and
meetings of the different
organisations throughout the
month, and with the exception
of St. John's weare not holding
any harvest suppers this year.

Al St. John's the suppers are
part of the stewardship cam-
paign. The loyal way in which
organisations have agreed to a
cancellation of their meetings
is most encouraging.

Mr. Colin
Scott-Dempster

An event of the greatest im-
portance for the parish in
September is the erdination to
the diaconale on September 25,
at 10 a.m. in cur cathedral of
Mr. Colin Scott-Dempster.
Please support him in your
pra 5. He and his wife will be
moving into the Rectory flat on
September 20.

with our prayers and good
wishes, and we hope God will
continue to use her in the ser-
vice of His Church.

ST. PETER’S

SILENCE: There seems to be
a growing desire for more
silence in our worship. For some
weeks we have experimented
with a silent minute after the
reading of the lessons at Matins
and Evensong While some of
the congregation expressed
appreciation of this, others
were uncertain how to use it.
The District Committee has
therefore expressed the wish
that there shall be a period of
silence included in the inter-
cessions after the third collect.
This is now being done. Further
expressions of opinion will be
welcome.

ON THE MOVE, Two long-
standing members of the con-
gregation have recently left
Caversham. Following the
death of their mother earlier
this year, at the fine age of 100
vears, the Misses Ridley have
sold their home in Kidmore
Road. They are spending the
winter at Worthing before
finally deciding where to settle.
We wish them every happiness
in the future.

Off for a year to Canada are
Mr. and Mrs. John Hardy. Mr.
Hardy is spending a year at
Toronto University. Mrs, Hardy
has arranged that in her
absence the Play Group will
continue under the capable
management of Mrs. Salisbury.

SEPTEMBER SAINTS
DAYS: Wednesday, September
21. St. Matthew, 7 a.m., Holy
Communion. Thursday, Septem-
ber 29, St. Michael and All
Angels, 930 a.m. Holy Com-
munion.

ST. JOHN'S

For young families: Family
worship is difficult when the
children are very young. At
first their feeding times —are
wrong, then they are noisy and
restless, liable to get up and
wander round the Church,
climb on the chair seats and
peer into the face of the person
behind. And even if the rest of
the congregation, remembering
that the Church is the family
of God, are glad to see the
children there, the parents
nearly always find it difficult
to believe that they are not
irritated and distressed by
them, and so are continually on
edge, and find it diffcult if not
impossible to worship atten-
tively.

But there is no reason why
such parents should not fulfil
their Christian obligations here.
Every Sunday morning we run
a creche in St. John's School
Hall in Montague Street for
toddlers, so that parents may
leave their children while they
worship at the 9.15 a.m. Sung
Eucharist. In addition on the
first Sunday of the month at
3.15 p.m. there is the special

family service, designed for
young children. You can bring
your noisy children to this ser-
vice with you, and we can all
make a joyful noise together.

Unfair opposition? The Men's
Fellowship had a very exciting
cricket match azainst the men
of St. John's Woodley, which we
unfortunately just lost. But
when one compared the direc-
tion and flight of the bowling
of one opposing gentleman,
with the bouncers of one of our
demons, it seemed obvious that
since the balis came out of the
heavens, they must have had
supernatural aid on their side.
However, courageous and still
undaunted, a return match was
arranged to be played at Wood-
ley. Unfortunately owing to the
time involved, we are unable to
publish a report in that match
in this edition.

Dates for your diary: Septem-
ber 4: 3.15 p.m. Family Service.
10: 3 p.m. Quiet Afternoon in
preparation for the Stewardship
Campaign (St. Peter’s). 11: In-
fant Sunday School and Junior
Church re-open at 11 a.m. 18:
6 p.m. Evening Prayer, 6.30 p.m.
Film (Probably). 25: Harvest
Festival. 30: Harvest Supper.
October 1: Second Harvest
Supper.

MARRIED

AT
ST. ANNE'S

Our always - on - the - spot

photographer Fred Walker
caught this unusual photograph
of Mr. Terence Ward, of Marsh-
lend Square, Emmer Green,
after his marriage at St. Anne s
on July 9 to Miss Carole Fox-
well, of St. Michael's Road,
Tilenurst. The best man was
Mr. J. Titcombe. The reception
v}vlas;, held at Tilehurst Village
all.

NEWS FROM THE

Obituary

Photo: W. M. Mills.

GEORGE
YOUNG

Devoted worker
e e ).

at St. Peter’s

George Young and his
wife Elsie joined in the St.
Peter’s coach tour to Benson,
Ewelme, Stonor, etc., just
two months hefore this was
written. George carried his
81 years so lightly, and so
ohviously enjoyed that even-
ing with his friends in the
congregation, that it was
indeed sad that so soom
afterwards he met with the
accident that led to his final
iliness.

George was verger at St.
Peter's from 1953 to 1962 and
over those years he seldom
missed a service whether for
holidays or illness. Only
those who were constantly
in the church could appreci-
ate the amount of devoted
labour he put in.

Az well as his normal
duties as a verger, he was
constantly using his skill as
a carpenter and on various
“odd jobs” in church, at
Balmore Hall and elsewhere.
It was typical of him that he
took great trouble to learn
the history of St. Peter's —
and this knowledge he
passed on enthusiastically
to visitors to the church.

He was always warmly
welcomed when he came to
various services and func-
tions after his retirement.
Above all we shall remember
the good nature, cheerfuiness
and humour he brought to
his duties as a true servant
of St. Peter's Church, its
clergy and its congregation.

We extend very real sym-
pathy to Eisie and remember
how staunchly she heiped
and supported George
during his service as verger,
quite apart from her own in-
valuable work for the
Church,

K.P.B.




LOCAL CHURCHES

We Record . ..

. BAPTISED St. Andrew's
St. Peter's July 2 Peter Lilly and Gillian
July 24 Stephen Roberts Fisher
Sto Androw’s July 16 Gerald Tyler and Jane
July 17 Jonathan Nye Satnders
David Rosser St. Anne's
Samantha Hunt Terence Ward  and
st. A M Carole Foxwell
T M"'“”‘ Christopher Wehb
auline N‘:“S” and Sally Anstey
Anne McDonald John Doonican and
Anthony Lonnon Veronica Bonney
Neil Casey Caversham
Caversham Heights Methodist Church
Methodist Church July 16 Keith Lorriman and
July 3 Elizaheth Springer Dianne Sylvester
MARRIED S?U:'f",
¥ . Peter's
St Reters July 21 George Young
July 16 Denis Jones and Anne St. John's
Robson : July 13 Huhert Overton
St. John's Caversham
July 16 Andrew Bryan and Methodist Church
Jean Smith July 25 Elizabeth Bryan
THE CLERGY AND MINISTERS OF
CAVERSHAM
ANGLICAN
Rector:
The Rev John Grimwade
Caversham Rectory. Tel.: 71703
Assistant Clergy:
The Rev. David Clift. 25, [kley Road. Tel.: 72070.
The Rev. Malcolm Cooper (Priest-in-<Charge of St. Bar-
nabas’) St. Barnabas' House, 33, Grove Road Tel.: 73095

I'he Rev. Roger Packer (Priest-in-Charge of St. Andrew’s)

St. Andrew’s House, Harrogate Road. Tel.: 72788.
The Rev. John Stevinson (Priest-in-Charge ot St. John's)
St John s House, 9, South View Avenue. Tel.: 71814.
BAPTIST
The Rev. L. S. Lewis, 3, Kidmore Road, Caversham
Tel.: 73633.

METHODIST
The Rev. E. B. Wright. 17. St. Anne‘'s Road. el.: 72223

ROMAN CATHCIIC
The Rev W O'Malley (F .rish oriest).
The Rev. E. J Morgan (Assistant priest).

The Presbvterv. 2. South View Avenue. _ Tel.: 11787
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The Amey Group through
various companies, produces
sand, gravel, stone, Premix
Concrete, surfacing materials,
industrial flooring, building
blocks and prestressed and

precast concrete products

Ameys

THE AMEY GROUP LIMITED
LOWER WOOTTON . BOAR'S HILL . OXFORD

Pictures by Fred Walker

Joyce Haig

sl

Maureen Lacey

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST
FREE CHURCH
SEPTEMBER

PREACHERS FOR

4 11 & 6.30 Rev. E. S.J. Newdll

—  Evei Com-
munion.

111 & 6,30 Rev. Lo S Lewis.

18 11 & 630 Rev. L. S. Lewis—
Morning Com-
mution,

25 11, 2.45 & 6.30 Hurvest  Ser-

vides,

ST. ANDREW'S

nuur(ur(s A number of
g r worshippers have left
trict recently. On July

the District Breakfast, ('J
said farewell to Tom and L

Grifliths, who were pre d
with a Royal Doulton dinner
service in appreciation of their

services to St. Andrew’s. |
Two of our Sunday School
Joyce Haig and
Maureen Lacey, also left :n
July. Joyce is going to teach in |
Germe for three years under |
the A y Education Scheme

1 Maureen is ofl to Zambia
der the auspices of Voluntary
Service Overseas. Both Joyce
and Maureen have worked hard
the Sunday School — the
rmer as supervisor in the In-
1 s' Section and the latter in
the Catechism Class of th2
Junior Section.

They have lLeen responsible
for several improvements in the
ng methods and in the
ining of classes. It was
ly because of Maureen’'s

ir
1

jeas and suggestions that the
whole

Sunday School now
es to the Family Eucharist
on two or three occasions dur-
ing the year.

Another departure in August
is that of Mary Dicker who is
for a year. |

going to Nigeria

Mary, who is also working }
through Voluntary Service |
Overseas, will be teaching |
science at the Provincial |

School at Kano.

To all of these, in their
various new posts and strangc
environments we send our good
wishes and hopes for success.
isiting preachers: On Sun-
7, September 18 the preacher
at the Family Eucharist will n=
Canon F. M. Haythornthwaite
who works in Ovamboland and
who is at the moment on fur-
lough in this country. When we
consider that in the whole dio-
cese of Damaraland (of which
Ovamboland is but a small
part) there are only 21 priests,
re very fortunate in Canon
ornthwaite’s visit. Since
ramboland is our main over-
seas link we hope that as many

as possible will come to hear
him.

The following Sund Sep- |
€ is Harvest Festival

t 9.15 a.m. %
+ Symes,
St. Luke’s, Realing.
Youth Club: We
with regret the re
Jim and Daphne Scott-Robin-
son as leaders of the Youth
Club. They have worked hard |
and given generously of their
time and talents. On behalf of
the Youth Club and St
Andrew’s congregation we take |
this opportunity of thanking
them for all that they lm\v"
done. For the time being until |
another leader can be found, }
the Youth Club is closed. ‘
Servers’ outing: The servers
and the men of St. Andrew's |
had a most successful outing on |
July 12. The evening began wtih
a visit to the new church of St
George at Wash Common near
Newbury where the Rev. Ray-
mond Birt (formerly at St
Peter's) is Vicar. The party
was most impressed by this
church built in a spacious and
Continental style. Equally im-
pressive, but in a different way
was the church at Hermitagze.
which was the next port of call.
The Vicar, the Rev. Denis
Janes (a former priest-in-charge
of St. Andrew's) gave a brief
historical sketch of his parish
and showed us the valuable
William IV silver plate and the
original marriage register
(still in use) belonging to the
church. The outing ended with‘

announce
ation

refreshments at the King
Charles’ Head, Goring Heath.

Scout Social

The Group Committee of St
Peter's Scouts arranged a most
successful social afternoon in
the Rectory Garden on- a fine
July Saturday. Demonstrations
were given by Scouts and Cubs
and an unusually ingenious se'
of sideshows added to the fun

of the alternoon.
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CURTAINS

John Kitcher & Son le

5a, CHURCH ROAD CAVERSHAM
FITTED CAREFETS LOOSE

PELMETS

Ielephone 1
COVERS

WALTER DAVIS & SO (Builders) Ltd.
BUILDERS, DECORAICRS & PLUMBERS
64, ST. PETER'S ROAD,

READING

Telephone 61649

TRIUMPH HERALD 1200

gasiest car
to park

Ladies and Chrldren’s Wear

Habherdashery
MARTINS
6, PROSPECT STREET

CAVERSHAM [
Ladybirg and Cherub

For Repairs and Decorations o
Additions and Contract £592 8s. 9d.
Bullding mme P Tax
ROBINSON | Heater and disc front brakes

of Caversham
24, Prospect St., Ielephone
Caversham Reading 71385

available at extra cost.

JULIANS

OF READING LTD.
27, KINGS ROAD
Phone READING 52494

|
|
i Distributors for vears

STAN DARD _IUHPH

A member of the Leyland Motors Group

MAISON SIMMONDS
LT

LADIES HAIRSTYLES over 50
10b, BRIDGE ST. REA 72312

Personal Attention
at all times

CAVERSHAM MOTORS (1920) LTD.

CHURCH STREET and BRIDGE STREET
CAVERSHAM
Tel. READING 71545
YOUR LOCAL GARAGE FOR CITROEN and TRIUMPH

SALES = SERVICE = REPAIRS

any make of car supplied with pleasure

CYRIL H. LOVEGROVE Ltd.

(Incorporating W 1!l and Son)

Funeral Directors : Monumental Masons

34, Friar Street, Reading

Telephone: 52016 (DAY and NIGHT)

Branch Offices at:

33, Wokingham Rd., ]
High Street, 1 Reading 15. Headley Road
Bracknell | (W E Bull & Son) J Woodley
Tel 1948 I Tel 52016 Tel. Sonning 3192

‘after holiday'

. 9cleaning to us
" for work and for school !

Vans collect and deliver from
Caversham and Reading

THE READING & CAVERSHAM
LAUNDRY

2, CROSS STREET

Central branch:

Yo o
Spirella
MADE TO MEASURE
FASHION FOUNDATIONS SWIMSUITS, SKIRTS
MATCHING KNITWEAR AND BLOUSES
MRS. V. FLETCHER
The <alon
CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
phone (2114 — alter 5 pom 71719

SLACKS
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Survey will reveal
local needs

\ SOCIAL Survey of Caversham will be undertaken by
5 a selected group of young people representing all
the churches in Caversham.

This survey will take place during the two weeks,
September 19 to October 2, and the purpose of it is to find
out what are the most important social and community
needs of people who live here. The survey will be run
under the guidance of Mr. Michael Hill, who is a
lecturer in Sociology at Reading University, and a
Borough Councillor. A series of throughout
Caversham, selected at random. will be visited, and the
occupiers asked to answer a questionnaire.

houses

This questionnaire is being prepared by Mr. Hill with
the help of members of the young people’s (Link
Scheme) committee.

A Training Weekend for those engaged in the survey
will be held in Oxford and Coventry on September
17-18. During this weekend (which will be led by the Rev
Geoffrey Beck, a Congregationalist, who is Warden of the
Chapel of Unity in Coventry Cathedral) Mr. Hill will give
the volunteers a briefing on the do’s and don’ts of con-
ducting a survey

When the results have been analysed, joint action will
be planned so that young people can help to meet the
needs that are discovered. Then it is hoped that The
Link Scheme, young brother to The Bridge Scheme, will
start operations.

The activities already in progress under the Anglican
Youth Stewardship will be continued, with reorganisa-
tion where necessary this September, and those who
made financial pledges will be asked to renew them.

Haslam & Son
House, Land and Estate Agents

Auctioneers Valuers

38c CHURCH STREET : CAVERSHAM
TELEPHONE: READING 12325

Telephone 54271/2

Telephone 53739

5 S'reet. Reading

rd Road

Friar
77. Oxfo

also at

Reading

SWEETMAN

PRINTING OFFICE

Percy C. Beech

Electricity Contractor 'Sry'Plfli[fls;'C
n LIC/ NG
2. CHESTER STREET Enquiries

CAVERSHAM

Reading 72247

110, PEPPARD ROAD,
CAVERSHAM Tel. 72604

I'zlephone

WROUCHT IRON GATES
AND RAILINCS

Eaton Berry Limited
hes
13 Gosbrook Rd.. Caversham Motor Coache

Reading 71876 131. Hemdean Road.
ommodation Caversham Reading

Peter Shock

Tel Reading 73733

CENTRAL HEATING
INSTALLATION

Appointed by :—
National Coal Board
Shell-Mex B.P. Lid.
Southern Gas Board
Powell-Duffryn Healing
Thomas Pollerion, elc., elc.

W. O. Nicholls Lid.

Prospect House, 1, Prospect Street
Caversham . 72013

Round the Youth Clubs

St. Peter’s Youth Club

The most significant event of
the past months has been the
arrival of Mr. and Mrs. Harris
(Bill and Sylvia) as assistants
to the Club leaders, Peter and
Jane Handy. They are already
making a valuable contribution.
Membership has dropped during
the summer, and there has not
been much enthusiasm for out-
door activities such as swim-
ming and tennis. But a lively
programme is planned for the
autumn session, and we hope to
attract new members. The
club re-opens on Friday, Sep-
tember 16, at 7.30 p.m.

Caversham Baptist Young
People

We have now ended the
present session and after a very
eventful year, look forward to
the next (which will restart on
September 10 with a barbeque)

A couple of weeks ago, our
voung people challenged the
“men of the church " to a game
of cricket. This went off very
well and after a fine game, the
voung people won by just one
wicket.

Perhaps our biggest adventure
this session was the renovation
of an old organ-loft in the West
Memorial Institute into a
plush modern coffee - bar.
This really has been a great
success and our efforts are well
rewarded.

The next event to look for-
ward to is a trip to Swanage
on Saturday, September 3. We
shall be going by coach, and if
anyone is interested please con-
tact : Geoff Miller, 23, Bucking-
ham Drive, Emmer Green

Coffee Club

Julia Woolley. playing for
| Berkshire, won the Girls'
Singles in the N.A.Y.C. South-
| East Region Lawn Tennis
| Tournament held at Regents
Park, London, on Saturday,
July 16.

She defeated the singles title
holders of the following

counties :
Herts.: 6—3. 6—2
| Surrey: 6—3, 6—2.
| Hants 6—2, 4—4 (Hants.

| retired)

Julia will be the Girls’ Singles
representative for the South-
East Region in the National
Semi-final which takes place at
Queen’s Club on  Saturday,
| September 3

|
St. John’s Youth Clubs
The past month’s activities
| have included Senior Youth

Caversham Heights Towns-
| women's Guild were visited by
|a team from N.AL.G.O., who
dealt with questions concern-
| ing traffic, education, health
| and planning

The Guild's birthday party
{ was held on June 30. A cake
| was made and iced by Mrs,
| Birtwhistle, and cuf by the
chairman, Mrs. Haydon
The Federation Chairman,
| Mrs, B, Morley. was among
| the visitors
| The Social Studies Group
heard a talk on probate. by
Mr. Alison, and the Inter-
national Groun had an illus-
trated talk by Miss Howell on
her visit to Israel

An outing to Wilton House,
near Salisbury. and to the
Wilton Carpet Factory, proved
very interesting

Emmer Green Townswomen's
Guild. At the July meeting, the
chairman, Mrs. F. Morgan,
welcomed Miss Lucy Goyder
who gave a very interesting
| account of a year spent in
Mombasa whilst on voluntary
| service overseas

On July 7, 29 members of
|arts and crafts and social
| studies enjoyed an evening out-
| ing to Pyt House
| The October competition will
be for the best limerick on any
| aspecl of Guild activities and
will be judged by popular vote

The choir are in urgent need
of members, these need not
necessarily be members of the
Guild. The next meeting will

Emmer Green Primary School
Our speaker on September 13

l'm- held on September 5 al the

will be the Bishop of Reading.

Club parties visiting the Central
Fire Slation where our am-
bitions to use the pole were
thwarted, and also the Reading
Trunk Exchange where we were
initiated into the intricacies of
aulomatic telephone circuiting.

A scramble at Padworth Park
was followed by visiting the
annual Traction Engine Show
and fairground at Appleford,
boilers being finally * damped
down ™ by excessive supplies of
waler from above. To cap this,
we ran out of petrol causing us
to get wetter than ever !

The following Sunday we were
again soaked on our visit to
Blackbushe where we enjoyed
the karting before wringing out
our socks and returning to
glorious sunshine in Reading,
happily no one's spirits were
abashed

In contrast, one Saturday
evening we had glorious weather
when we journeyed into the
country to enjoy a game of
rounders followed by a barbecue
to satisfy the resulting ravenous
appetites.

The Junior Club continues to
attract more new members
whose activities are mainly held
within the club at present,
although some have been with
the Senior Club on the month's
outings.

Plans are being developed for
the Junior Club so that we have
outside activities and visits
during the remaining summer
months and autumn now that
the club is settling down as a
recognisable group.

The Army Youth Team is to
visit us with the Trampoline for |
club use after an initial demon- |
stration and arrangements are |
being made for the club to make
a variety of visits both of an
interesting and entertaining
nature

{
|
|
The Senior Club will re-open 1
by increasing its activities t.o‘
two nights a week, Friday, after |
Junior Club and Sunday as at |
present. Activities will basically
be as now but with the Friday |
evening periodically given over
to talks and/or films.

Initially arrangements have |
been made with the traflic |
authorities for a series based on
the motorist, the mo!or-cyclisti
and their respective wvehicles |
and also with the Marriage |
Guidance Council to lead a|
series of discussions on a variely |
ol topics i

‘ Round the other Clubs

This is an open meeting for |
members and visitors.

At the July meeting of the
Caversham Afterhoon Towns-
women’s Guild members were |
given a most entertaining talk |
by Mr. W. A. Thompson on
“Guarding V.IP's.”

The garden party held by
Mrs. Quiller on July 13 was a
great success, andg the pro- |
ceeds, amounting to £13, will|
be sent to Reading Aftercare |
Association.

Over 30 members travelled to
Kings Langley on Monday, |
July 18, and spent an interest-
ing afternoon looking over the
Ovaltine Faclory. A visit to
Max Factor, al Bournemouth.
has been arranged for August
31. !

The next meeting will be |
held at Balmore Hall on Sep- |
tember 15 at 215 p.m. New
members will be welcomed and
should contact the secretary, |
Mrs. M. Morton, 71, Balmore
Drive, Caversham.

The next meeting of Maple-
wood W.I. will be held in St.
Andrew’s Hall on Tuesday,
September 20.

A delegate will be appointed
for the Autumn Council Meet-
ing, and arrangements made
for the Group Meeting

A programme sub-commitiee
will also be appointed, and
cookery demonstrations will be
given by the Southern Gas
Board.

The competition for
meringues should
popular,

three
prove

PLATTS HOME COOKED HAM

369, Gosbrook Road or
Caversham

49, Donkin Hill
Phone 72176

T. C. CHAPMAN (Builders) LTD.
Phone: KIDMORE END 2243
We built St. Andrew’s Hall

(Caversham Branch established 34 years)

MARTIN & POLE

Auctioneers, FEstate ‘Agents, Surveyors
and Valuers
MARKET PLACE, READING

23/24,
(Tel. 50266 -~ 24-hour service)

4, BRIDGE STREET, CAVERSHAM

(Tsl, Reading 72877 and 77561)
Also at:
PANGBOURNE, GORING, WOKINGHAM and HIGH WYCOMBE
Furniture Sale Rooms: READING and WOKINGHAM

H. A.
Theobald
Ltd.

LADYWEAR

Specialists in
Ladies’ and

children’s Family (;rocers
an
Ugg:;;gﬁ;r Provision M:ar‘cl?:nts
K'litwear Orders delivere
: 21, CHURCH ROAD,
London Pride CAVERSHAM
Blot{ses 4 Phone 72462
Hosiery
¥ ¥ * ¥ ¥ ¥
Ao L. W. YEATES

Baby Linen
Baby Deer Shoes

I, SRR L e SRS

LIMITED

Central Heating

Haberdashery and Plumbing
£ . S . Complete systems designed
Personal attention given and Installed by Qualified

Engineers.

21, STAR ROAD,
CAVERSHAM READING

Telephone: Reading 71016

14 CHURCH ST.,
CAVERSHAM

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

A. H. WHITE J. E. HOPE
N.AF.D.

11, The Grove, Reading. Mill Lane, Reading.
Tel. 54334 Tel. 53988

PRIVATE CHAPEL Night Tel. 63921
MEMORIALS — EMBALMING — CREMATIONS

“GRANDUCA DI TOSCANA"

THE PERFECT WEDDING TOAST IN
CHAMPAGNE BOTTLES
(Italian Sparkling Grape Julce)
14/- each 155/- per doz.
Delivered anywhere in England
An ideal present:

1 doz. assorted individual bottles alcohol-free
Wines, Short Drinks, Juices and Nectars.
Delivered, 14/-

THE AMETHYST, WEST ST., READING

HOLLOWAY'S

TEL. READING 72766/7

182 Henley Road, Caversham
The FAMILY BUSINESS with the
PERSONAL TOUCH
OFFICIAL RETAIL DEALERS FOR
Ford — Morris — Standard — Triumph
any make of new car supplied

(L. M. Crowder, Press Rep)
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"The Solicitor ensures that you get what you pay for...

There is a tendency to

regard the legal work
in connection with buy-
ing a house as little
more than form filling
and sometimes even as
a lot of unnecessary
mumbo-jumbo.

This is very far from
the truth, because the
solicitor acting for the
buyer is concerned to
see that his client gets
what he is paying for,
or, perhaps what he
thought he was paying
for when he agreed to
‘buy.

There are two impor-
tant things to remem-
ber here. First, land is
different from any other
commodity because of
its permanent nature,
and to buy a house you

have to buy land.
Second, the seller is not
obliged to disclose
adverse factors affect-
ing the property, it is a
case of “Let the buyer
beware.”

Compulsory registra-
tion of Title is now
being rapidly extended
to all urban areas, but
whether the Title is
registered or not the
solicitor has to investi-
gate the seller’s Title to
the land on which the
house is built to satisfy
himself that the buyer
will be able to occupy
and use it in the way he
wishes.

There are many
things which can affect
land, which cannot
affect other commodi-

ties, for instance, rights
of way in favour of
adjoining owners, mort-
gages, tenancies, ground
rents or other obliga-
tions in favour of third
parties which may well
include restrictive
covenants severely

things which the solici-
tor must consider and
inquire about.

He must be sure on
the buyer’s behalf that
financial obligations
such as unpaid rates
and road charges will
not crop up when his

u:y arepresentative of the Law Society

limiting the use of the
property.

All these items can
seriously reduce the
value and enjoyment of
the house and the seller
is not obliged to dis-
close them in the pro-
cess of bargaining.
Quite apart from
matters of title though
there is a whole host of

client moves in; that
the seller has not deve-
loped the property in
confravention of plan-
ning regulations and
that he has proper
consent for any which
has taken place; that
there are proper agree-
ments about drainage,
cables, wires and pipes
and details of owner-

ship of boundary walls
and hedges; that there
are no plans to acquire
the house compul-
sorily; e.g. to build a
new trunk road; that
the house complies with
the local bye-laws about
such things as drains,
sewers, habitability and
building specifications,
all of which can be ex-
pensive items if there
is anything outstand-
ing.

In addition to inquir-
ing into all the pitfalls
which await the unwary
buyer, the solicitor acts
very much as his busi-
ness manager as well as
guide, philosopher and
friend in a difficult and
worrying  transaction.
He advises on the finan-

cial aspects of the pur-
chase, the raising of a
mortgage and short
term bridging leans; on
insurance and tax
matters and a host of
other problems which
arise. Above all the
solicitor is responsible
for the timing of the
actual move which may
be one of the many
links in a whole chain
of similar transactions.

Finally, remember
that the sooner you see
a solicitor for advice
the better. As in medi-
cine, so with the law,
prevention is better

than cure and to obtain
advice at the outset is
the only way to be sure
that you will avoid diffi-
culty.

So many people want
to help you sell,

INVESTMENT

or buy,
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may begin to wonder if

they aren’t just taking you for a ride

SO WE ASKED AN ESTATE AGENT TO  'EXPLAIN HIMSELF

Have you ever bought or sold a
house? If you have you will pro-
bably agree that it can be a gruel-
ling experience.

For the buyer there is the awful
waiting period between deciding to
buy and becoming the proud owner,
to say nothing of the problems of
interviews with lawyers and Build-
ing Societies, nor of the snags
which occur.

Finally the moment of truth
comes; you take possession and
find the drawbacks that the owner
conveniently forgot to tell you —
the hot water cylinder makes ham-
mering noises in the night, or that
damp patch that he promised was
only condensation seems to have
spread right along the wall.

Anxiety

If you have sold a house you will
remember the anxieties of waiting
to see if people would come to
view. Then there was the embar-
rassment when someone made a
low offer, the haggling, and
finally, after the price had been
settled, the frustration of waiting
while a mortgage was obtained and
during all this you wondered to
yourself whether, after all, you
hadn’t sold the house too cheaply

One answer to both these situa-

tions is to call upon the services of
an estate agent. Many people re-
gard estate agents with suspicion
and class them with second hand
car dealers as people from whom
you cannot be sure of getting a
straight deal.

Why is this so? Probably be-
cause they act for one person
against another and use their skill
to gain an advantage for the one
over the other. This is what they
are paid to do, but the person they
act against often feels cheated
without stopping to think that if h2
had an agent acting for him he
could have been on equal terms.

When buying, remember the
maxim of English law: “Let the
buyer beware.” It is not up to the
seller or his agent to tell you the
snags, it is up to you to find them
out for yourself and if the selling
agent draws your attention to “all
those lovely green fields you can
see from the lounge window,” he
doesn’t have to tell you that he
knows in two months’ time bull-
dozers will be carving a motorway
through them; this is up to you to
find out for yourself before you
buy.

Good buy

For this you can employ an

estate agent who will make investi-
gations and use his knowledge to
advise you whether a property is
a good buy or not.

What will he charge? For a quick
look over the house to advise
whether it seems worth the money
and whether its future is secure he
will probably charge between £5
and £10. For a full investigation
of the structure and searching local
authority records, coupled with a
detailed report about the house and
conditions affecting its value or
future a fee of between £20 and
£30 is more likely. But more often
than not either of the services will
save the buyer more than the cost
by drawing his attention te some-
thing he had not spotted, or had
noticed, but not thought impor-
tant.

Easy ?

If you ask an agent to sell your
house for you all he has to de is te
introduce a person who buys at a
price acceptable to you. It sounds
easy and some people think the
charges for this are too high.

What he should do is to advise
you the best price to ask, attract
the buyers with his sales literature
and advertisements, protect you
from the rogues who are bargain

hunting and negotiate the highest
price he can from someone whom
he is reasonably sure is able to
translate his offer into cash.

This part is vital — many people™
talk of buying without having the
ability to raise the money and the
estate agent from his experience
can weed out these sheep from the
goats. Finally, the agent has the
access to mortgage funds and can
introduce them to the buyer if he
needs them, which, in these days of
shortage of money, more and more
buyers do.

What will he charge? The
National Scale Commission is 5%
upon the first £500; 2i% upon the
balance of the sale price up to
£5,000. Above that the percentage
reduces to 11%.

Golden rule

How do you know he'’s a reput-
able Agent? He will belong to a
professional organisation which
lays down rules of conduct. One of
these prohibits him from touting
for business, so a golden rule is to
have nothing to do with anyone
who comes asking to let him act for
you. Choose him either from your
local knowledge, or first have a
chat with your solicitor or bank
manager and be guided by their
advice.
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P ROTESTANTS never cease to wonder at the “pulling power” of the Roman Catholic
Church. Almost invariably, the local Roman celebration of Sunday morning Mass is
iiitended by surging crowds of people, whose status in age and class range over the whole
dectrum of human kind.

There are certain places where the Roman Church commands a greater following than
thers. Especially in Liverpool, say, is there a virile Roman tradition. So to the heart of this
reat and curious city | went, to see what the priests think is “'success” in terms of Christian

Shaking up the

“hurchmanship.
Father Tom McGold-
ck, a historian, and

oman Catholic chaplain
tt Liverpool University,
Jdirected me to West
Derby, ecnd to the Pres-
bytery of Father John
Fitzsimmons, at St
Timothy's.

My welcome to this place,
znd my delight in the
gracious living hospitality
accorded me at a three hour
ong lunch, were - truly
;reat. But the prevailing
mpression is of absolute
ascination in the presence
f six turbulent priests who
are nothing like any pre-
conceived notion any Pro-
testant can ever have had
about the type of man who
Y)ecomes a priest in the
Roman Church.

Unashamed

The lunch-time meeting
ut St. Timothy’s Preshytery,
West Derby, has hecome a
regular clearing house for
free, unashamed, untram-
melled expression of Chris-
tian views on every possible
subject. Over a gourmet's
meal we ranged with
furious good humour over

the world of education,
religion, politics, art, the
welfare state, the colour
bar.

And over hrandy, we dis-
:ussed the parish of St
Timothy, and the cure of
souls there consigned to
John Fitzsimmons.

There is, as one might
imagine, a lot of difficulty
for the average Roman lay-
man in coming to terms
with the kind of freedom
gncountered in a group of
priests like these. The
priests are scholars of repu-
tation and learning; they
have reached thus far in
their religious journeyings
over long years of disputa-
tion and inner striving.
They must have shared at
one time with every Roman
the glory of their Church’s
towering authority; the
security of its massive con-
fidence.

Political

—Now here, at any rate in
3t. Timothy's, is a priest
saying the Mass facing his
people. Here is a man
making mysteries plain.
Here is a man who makes
his faith heard in political
situations. Fr. Fitzsimmons
recently supported the sea-
men in their strike, and
plans an all night vigil for
peace in Vietnam. It is, or
it should bhe, confusing for
a religious group brought
up to believe that the
Church was for special
occasions, when it spoke in
a snecial language, and did
not expect to be under-
stood, only oneyed, in the
context of the sacred place.
In one wav, the number of
people who go to St
Timothy's is an embarrass-
ment. Something like 1,000
attend the services every
Sunday. Mv view is that
they are among the most
fortunate Romans in the
world, because they have
the opportunity here of dis-
covering what a liberating
thing faith can become.
3ut thev won't see that in a

Success ?

3

Protestants are often templed to think

Roman Catholic Churches are ““more

successful ” than they are. Certainly

more actually attend Roman Churches.
FRANK MILES went to Liverpool, to

talk aboul success to a group of priests.

old pap-fed Faithful

>

hurry, and in such large
numbers they may never
see it at all.

Fewer, making up a
nucieus of a Christian com-

P e

FATHER FITZSIMMONS CHATS WITH YOUNG MEMBERS OF THE ST. TIMOTHY CON-

GPTGATION AFTER MORNING MASS.

pany in this large housing
area, could see it, and could
start the process of build-
up again.

Let Father Fitzsimmons,

a sociological scholar of
world renown apart from
being a parish priest, ex-
plain his aims:

“I am trying here to get

s

ST. TIMOTHY’S CLUB — WHAT HAPPENS HERE IS WATCHED WITH

FASCINATION . . .

the people to take part in
worship, and to get to know
what they are doing. | want
them to see what is the
meaning of the assemhly on

a Sunday; it’s all part of
the terrific upheaval that's
going on. We want people
to come responsibly, and to
feel part of a real com-
munity, because this is the
only place in which they
are in any sense a real
community.

“In the past the Catho-
lic’s idea of commitment to
Christ has been extraordi-
nary. The only thing they
felt they had to do was to
go to Mass on a Sunday,
and it was all very Christo-
centric.

“Now | want them to see
that because of our com-
mitment to Christ we can
find God in our relation-
ships with others at any
time of the week.”

Radical

1 asked Father Fitzsim-
mons if he felt people were
listening with intelligence
to the kind of radical politi-
cal things he says in his
pulpit.

“It’s hard to say,” he
said, ‘“Nobody has ever
asked any questions about
anything | have said in the
pulpit. The older ones have
been fed the old pap for so
long that they just auto-
matically switch off. For
them its just the old one-
two. We are trying to make
people uneasy, to obhject to
all the old formulae in
order that they shall ana-
lyse them and see what the
depth of them is.”

Father Fitzsimmons is
fascinated with people as a
community. One of the first
things he did (after build-
ing a Preshytery with six
toilets—“they usually only
have one, as if we are some-
how not expected to go
quite so much as other
people”) was to huild a
parish club, “Most of the
communal parish activity is
done by people who come
together to drink,” he .says.

Communily

They give parties for old
people, and they get to
know one another, and
they become in some
measure a living com-
munity, based round the
little tables and the beer
mats, the great mugs of
beer and the loud Saturday
night concert party. Father
Fitzsimmons is proud that
he helped to provide such a
facility. He watches what
happens there with the
fascination of a fisherman
watching a float.

“The big question every-
body is asking is how you
get a parish like this
together as a community. |
am asking why.”

It is ‘a good question.
When a Roman Catholic
priest is asking it in the
land of the Scouse, it is also
a very important gquastion.
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B ORNAMENT CROSS 'A SYMBOL

OF SLAVERY" REDS WARN

Ask any girl why she is wearing a cross and chain round her neck and the odds
are the answer will be vag ue. Is it, then, just a faghion in Russia, as it appears to
be in this country, or coul d it be an unconscious innate reversion to the symbol

Among the
bangles, bracelets
and brooches, a
cross on a chain.
Is there more in
it than meets the
eye? PAT PLANT
has been reading
the news from

Moscow.

For childrer)

MAPS ARENT SO SIMPLE
AS THEY LOOK

Dear Children,

Do you like maps?
They fascinate me. If
I'm going on a journey
by train or by car I'm
never very happy un-
less there is a good map
in front of me, and I

Fund Raising

Fancy Ladies’ Aprons senl
Sale or Return for Bazaars,
Fetes, etc. Particulars from

Walter & Fisher,
120, Portland Street,
Manchester, 1

Concerde
Correspondence Club

Pen-friends in U.K. and
60 other countries
Membership details s.ae.
Dept. CN, 38, PARKSIDE DR.,
EDGWARE, MIDDLESEX

can tell exactly where
we are,

Not very long ago my
family had to go on a
very long journey from
the middle of England
to the north of Scotland,
a distance of 450 miles.
We had to use several
different maps, of
course, - because you
could never get all that
distance into one map
unless it was a small
scale map. We passed
over the dark green
bits which mean quite
low land, the light green
bits, the light brown
bits, and even some dark
brown bits when we
were very high above
the sea.

It must be very hard

to make a map. They
don’t just sit down and
draw it. They have to
use all sorts of instru-
ments, and measure out
the land very carefully,

with gradients, and
mileages, and contours,
and other difficult

things. When we got to
Scotland we tried to
draw a map of Aber-
deen, with its long,
wide, straight ° main
shopping street, and its
pretty fishing harbour.

But we made a hash

of it, of course. We
never could get the
measurements right,
and while some streets
were  obviously  too
long, others were too

short. If you try to
make a map, even of

skin.

and faulty ehmination.

have applied Tremol
success. Why not you?

life 1s opened out fo vou.

PSORIASIS

@ PSORIASIS forms a white lustrous seale on a reddened area of

Both the scale and skin are always dry unless broken or
brougat away by too much seratching or combing. In most cases
the reddenec skin is of normal temperatlure and the scale thick
and raised on the skin, especially on the scalp, elbows and knees.
Where the skin is of a finer texture, as on the body, scaling takes
place as thin flakes or a light powder.

@ PSORIASIS may be hereditary, may occur with puberty, may follow
Injury exposure, shock or worry, or may be due to faulty nutrition.

It may also be persistent and recurring

:.nld sufierers often despair of ever having a clear and healthy
n.

@ UNDER the Tremol system your own treatment is specially pre-
pared for you, (o suit your ndividual needs. You apply the treat-
ment in the privacy of your own home, without any intertercnce
with your work or your pleasure.

Treatment

@ THINK what a heaithy skin means to you. No unsightly scale, no
distressing patches of redness, no irritation and no more embar
rassing anxiety when you are at work or with your friends. With
a healthy skin .ou can work with pleasure, you can join freely
'n sports, recreation and social aotivities,
pride and share the frecdom and happiness of holidays.

Here is the opportunity yon have sought.

Write today, enclosing 9d. in stamps for
Brochure and full particulars of Tremol
Treatment, Address your letter to—
NATIONAL COLLEGE OF HEALTH LTD.,
Enquiry Department 6A,

208 GREAT CLOWES ST., BROUGHTON, MANCHESTER 17

Sufferers in all walks ot life
this way with gratifying

you can dress with
A new

your house, you won't
‘g]et it right unless you

rst make measure-
ments, and do some
sums.

I sometimes meet
other people who say
very cruel things, and
other people who say
very silly things. It
makes me think of map-
making, because they
remind me of people
who try to get it right
without thinking, and
measuring their words.

How do you measure
your words? I believe
you think about them,
consider what damage

they might do, and
only use them after
making  quite sure

they're the right words
to use.
Best wishes,
MRS. SMALL.
PS.: Colouring

results next month.

of Christianity?

Young Russians who
have followed the lead
Started in Moscow by two
girls at the jewellery
counter of a famous
departmental store have
been warned against it as
a “symbol of slavery.”

The Russians them-
selves must regard it as
more than merely a
fashion to put out such a
warning, for this is a
country devoted to the
destruction of the super-
natural. Do they then feel
a sinister significance be-
hind it?

Crosses of various
kinds have been used for

ornamentation for many
centuries. And in this
country today, girls of
many religions wear a
cross or charm. Why?

From those I have

talked to, it would appear
to be a fashion confined
mainly to teenagers. Older
women who once wore
them had discarded the
adornment because it bore
no relation to their beliefs.

Lost it

Nineteen - year - old
Rosemary, with a simple
-medallion hidden away
down the front of her
dress, lamented: “I'm just
waiting for someone to
buy me a cross for a
present. I had one given
me once by a boy friend,
but I don’t see him any
more and gave up wear-
ing it. Now it's lost, and I
want another.”

tax on
generous

proportions

MP.s have been worrying
about schoolgirls’ bust
measurements. It may
sound bizarre, but it’s quite
‘aserious matter. The
trouktle, it seems, is that
school - uniforms with a
bust measurement of more
than 34 inches are subject
to ten per cent. purchase
tax, while smaller sizes are
not.

Is it fair to buxom school-
girls, or rather to their
parents, who presumably
suffer financially on behalf
of their well-developed
daughters ?

Of course it isn’t, and in fact,
no-one thinks it is. But
the Financial Secretary to
the Treasury says it would
be impractical to amend
the present regulations to
exempt all school uniforms.
Which means, I suppose,
that officlals ecan't be
bothered with the paper-
work involved.

The situation is ridiculous.
After all, there's nothing
unusual about a 16-year-
old schoolgirl with a 36-
inch  bust. But she,
through no fault of her
own, has to pay tax on her
uniform, while girls in
mini-skirts get away with-

out paying up.
— JOAN BEST

There are some, of Similarly with others
course, who wear a lucky | who wear a charm or
charm for superstitious turn a silver coin three
reasons. Many an adult 2
still clings to the medal- | tmes before the new
lion of St. Christopher, ' moon to bring them good
regarded as the patron luck.
saint of travellers. '

We in this country Pretfy
have grown past worrying And there is nothing
about superstition. If apparently significant

about the cross and chain.
Most of those who wear
one regard it as a pretty
piece of jewellery; a
fashion they like to follow.

Will Russia see it this

people refuse to walk
under a ladder or put up
an umbrella in the house
because they believe it
might be unlucky, they
are tolerated good-

humouredly by those of us way eventually? Or is
who may scorn such there more to it than
devices. meets the eye?

Television— by Harold Jeffries

A Letter to Qur Man
at St. Mark’s

Dear Venerable (as your housekeeper would say),

It’s nice to know that promotion has done nothing
to shake your popularity. Perhaps its because most
people who watch you on TV each week don't know
the difference between an Archdeacon and an arli-
choke — and what's more, they don’t care.

But that's the strange thing. It’s not only the people
who go to church and reckon to have something to do
with clergymen who like to watch you, but thousands
who simply think of Sunday in terms of double time
and who cross the road if they see the viear coming.
It's rather like all the football enthusiasts in this
country following the week by week adventures of a
croquet champion.

Now I know that most people who suffer from
Teeveeitis will watch anything once they've switched
on — even the Epilogue —but I must confess that
your TAM rating has me baffled. I can’t explain it,
and I'm not going to attempt to do so. What I would
like to do is thank you for on the whole humanising
the clergyman in the eyes of the masses.

Whatever else your programme does (and I think it
paints some pretty inaccurate pictures as well), it
does at least show Stephen Young and his fellow
parsons — with the one exception of the Bishop — as
filesh and blood human beings. Human beings who
kiss their wives, argue, have problems, have a drink,
get lonely, laugh and generally behave as the rest of
humanity. It is a terrible, but popular belief that
Christianity dehumanises a person, that conversion
means a draining of the red blood from a person’s
veins, =

Sexless

It is an even worse belief that clergymen, because
they are professional Christians, are the most de-
humanised people of all. Sometimes you'd think from
what people say, that they were born in a dog collar,
sexless and eternally innocent — and not worth tak-
ing seriously. You have heiped people to see that
clergy are men, fighting the same problems as other
men, and enjoying the same good things, and for this
you have done the Church a great service.

Just a last, rather more sour, word. It's not much
use humanising the parson if you present a caricature
of his job. Clergy do work more than a one day week
and ARE concerned with things other than services,
sermons and confirmation classes, with the odd spot
of visiting thrown in. It would be nice to see that
reflected in your programme as well.

Yours sincerely,
Harold Jeffries.

HEATHER JENNER MARRIAGE BUREAU

124, NEW BOND STREET, W.1
Mayfair 9634

Advice Bureau Incorporated

Open weekdays, Thursdays until 8 p.m., lunch
hours and Saturday mornings
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TELEVISION NEEDS FOOTBALL, AND FOOTBALL

DS TELEVISION.

Nt

students of the game are still

may be applied to the domestic game.

The mass appeal of the World Cup, I suggest, had little to do
with “ method ” versus “ traditional ” football, 4-2-4 or 4-3-3, but
a great deal to do with 405, and I mean the little lines on the little

screen.
Television was the real winner.
has crossed the sex barrier

the game. The BBC,

DOUBTLESS THE

FOR THE RIGHT TO FILM FOOT

ALL.

THE SOCCER LEGISLATORS WON'T HAVE
In every field of entertainment and in many sections of commerce

The Football Association, the Football League and
car
aspect of the World Cup competition, in order that the lessons
learned from this, the most successful soccer tournament ever,

For the first time ever football
: mums and wives who thought in the past
they were becoming football widows, caught the bug and revelled in
much criticised for showing so much live football,
forced the independent channels into second viewing place.

TELEVISION AUTHORITIES
TO THE OBVIOUS CONCLUSIONS, AND BID STILL HIGHER SUMS
BUT ON PAST

hizhly skilled professional bodies devote
promoting their services and products.
The publicity and advertising man

the national press, or a mention on radio or TV
triumph, and if they can't get it any other way they spend
vast sums in buying time and space in order to present their

wares to the public.
Football is commercial,
this summer in a
mercial undertaking
to achieve.

and

would

project the game,

efully analysing every

effect at all.

WILL NOW COME

watch it.
FORM,

ONE-TIME

all their energies to EXISTED.
line in
as a major

regards a

ADKINS

Fo Y TR

agitQies

But football is shrouded in insularity. Sublimely its
legislators swim against the tide.

Far from seeking to

they continue to regard radio and
particularly television with extreme suspicion and even fear.

When attendances began to slump in the early fifties the
great brains of the Football League determined that the Match
of the Day, reported live on the radio, was responsible, and they
decreed that in future the identity of the teams should remain
secret until the kick-off. Of course, this stupid measurec had no

The great brains know it had no effect, but the theory persists. Now 4
there is to be even less foothall on TV, and with the exception of the .
cup final, no live TV coverage at all.

The theory of the thing is that if people can’t get their football any
other way, they will jolly well go to stand in the rain on the terraces to
In fact, if people can’t get football on television they will
zo and have a drink, read library books, or dig the garden.

4 )8 AND EVENTUALLY THEY WILL FORGET THAT FOOTBALL, THE
SOLE PLEASURE OF THE PROLETARIAT,

EVER

In fact, canned foothall on television is like warm beer, or cold
tea ; the ingredients are there but the flavour is missing.
Now we are basking in the reflected triumph of England’s

World Cup win, and football in this country will never again
have such a great opportunity to cash in through the interest

we have seen it projected that there is now at all social levels in our national game. i ® v

that the promoter of any other S @ >

have given everything THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE MUST RETHINK THEIR iy o~ L)
ATTITUDE TO LIVE TELEVISION IMMEDIATELY. P> -
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World churches in straight talk on Vietnam

We realise the longing of mankind for peace, not only
in South East Asia, but in the whole world. We are a
raxt-of a1l humanity in this. Here, however, as repre-
sentatives of Christian Churches, we believe we have
even deeper reason to speak and act for peace.

We believe we must seek peace because of the gospel
brought and proclaimed by our Lord. As representa-
tives of a world wide community of faith, we remember
that we are blessed as the children of God and we are
makers of peace. We pray for peace.

To be silent at this time would be irresponsible.

In order to keep human suffering to a minimum and
to contribute to a cllmate more conducive to negotia-
tion, we set forth the following measures which we
believe should be undertaken as promptly as possible:

1. THAT the United States and South Vietnam stop
the bombing of the North, and North Vietnam stop
military infiltration of the South.

2. THAT the United States now announces its com-
mitment to a withdrawal of its troops phased In
accordance with provisions for peace-keeping
machinery under international auspices and deemed
adequate in the judgment of an international
authority.

3. THAT all parties recognise the necessity of accord-
ing a place in negotiations both to the government of
South Vietnam and to the National Liberation Front
(Viet Cong), in propontions to be determined, and that
arrangements be encouraged for negotiation between
the government of South Vietnam and the Natlonal
Liberation Front in the hope that there may be found

An extract from the

statement on VIETNAM
adopted by the Central
Committee of the World

Council of Churches

a negotiating authority representative of all South
Vietnam.

4. THAT North and South Vietnam develop greater
flexibllity in the initiation of and response to negotia-
tion proposals.

5. THAT all parties give every possible protection to
non-combatants and relleve the plight of those suffer-
ing frcm the fighting.

P
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6. THAT all parties recognise the extent to which
what is happening is part of a social revolution and
that, freed from foreign intervention, Vietnam, both
North and South, ought to be in a position to deter-
mine its own future, with due consideration of the
demands of peace and security in South-East Asia.

7. THAT all parties recognise the futility of military
action for the solution of the underlying political,
social and economic problems of Vietnam and the
necessity of massive and generous development pro-
grammes.

8. THAT in order to relieve present international
tension, the United States review and modify its policy
of “containment” of Communism, and Communist
countries supporting “wars of liberation” review and
modify their policy.

9. THAT every effort be made to bring the 700 million
people of China through the government in power, the
People’s Republic of China, into the world community
of nations in order that they may assume their reason-
able responsibility and avail themselves of legitimate
opportunity—to provide an essential ingredient for
peace and security, not only In South-Bast Asia, but
throughout the entire world.

10. THAT another cease-fire be mutually and
promptly agreed upon, of sufficient duration to serve
as a cooling off period and as an opportunity for
testing possibilities of negotiation—with a considerably
enlarged unit of International Control Commission
(India, Canada, and Poland) to ensure that cease-fire
commitments are honoured.




