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Christmas Services at

x 2

ﬂ‘ St. Barnabas, Emmer Green
"l" Sun 4 Dec 9.30am Toy Service for
Reading Family Aid
Wed 14 Dec 7.00pm Christingle Service

’ v with 89th Scout Group
Sun 18 Dec  4.30pm Christmas Carol Service

Christmas Eve 4.30pm Christmas Nativity

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass with Caversham
Park LEP

Christmas Day 8.00am Christras Day Cormunion

Christmas Day 9.30am Christmas Day Family
Communion

St Andrew’s Caversham

Sun 18 Dec  6.830pm Nine Lessons and Carols

followed by mulled wine and

mince pies

Nativity Service (with a real

baby)

Christmas Night Service — like

midnight mass, but not so late

Christmas Day. 8.00am Said Eucharist

Christmas Day 10.00am All-Age Family
Communion
Service

Christmas Eve 3.30pm

Christmas Eve 8.00pm

Our Lady & St Anne’s
Information on services is not available at the time of
going to press.

New Testament Church of God

Sunday 18th Dec 11.00am Morning Service

Sun 18 Dec 6.00pm Carol Service

Christmas Day ~ 10.00am Christmas Morning service
Saturday 31 Dec 10.00pm Thanksgiving service

Caversham Park LEP in Caversham Park Primary School
Sunday 18 Dec  3.00pm Carols at the Milestone
Christmas Eve  11.80pm Midnight Communion at

St Barnabas
Christmas Day  11.00am Christmas Morning Worship

Caversham Baptist Church (South Street)

Sun 18 Dec 10.30am Family Nativity Service
Sun 18 Dec 6.00 pm Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Eve  4.00pm Nativity Live! (see panel)
Christmas Day  10.30am Christmas Service

Caversham Churches

Gosbrook Road Methodist Church

Sun 18 Dec 10.30am Family Carol Service
Christmas Eve  4.00pm Nativity Livel (see panel)
Christmas Day  10.830am Family Worship

Caversham Heights Methodist Church

Sunday 18 Dec 10.30am All Age Worship Everyone
Welcome

Carols by Candlelight
Midnight Cormmunion

Sunday 18 Dec  5.00pm
Christmas Eve  11.15pm

St Michael’s Sonning Common
Sunday 18th Dec 4.00pm Pangbourne & o
District Silver
Band Christmas
Concert.
Aduits £5, children free
Monday 19th Dec 7.30pm Adverit Penitential Service to
prepare for Christmas
5.00pm Mass for families with youn
children
8.30pm Readings and Christmas
Carols followed by
mass at 9pm
9.00pm Midnight Mass
10.80am Christmas Morning Mass

bl
s
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Christrnas Eve

«Q

Christmas Eve

midnight

Christmas Eve
Christmas Day

Christmas Day 10.30am Family Worship

Grace Church

Sun 11 Dec 4.30pm Family Carols followed by
mulled wine and mince pies.

Sun 18 Dec 6.30pm Carols by candlelight followed

by mulled wine and mince
pies

Christmas Day  10.80am Christrnas Day Service

Nativity
- Live

A procession with real animals,

music and drama, will leave
Caversham Baptist Church at 4pm on
Christmas Eve, travel via Caversham
Methodist Church Gosbrook Road,
and at St John’s Church for all-age

worship and refreshments.

You are invited to start at the

beginning or join at any point along
the route

Caversham Thameside & Mapledurham

St Peter

Sun 27 Nov 6.30pm Advent Carols

Sun 4 Dec 9.30am Toy service and Brownie &
Cub Parade

Sun 18 Dec 6.30pm Carol service (with Peace
Light)

Mon 19 Dec 7.30pm Carols in Cav Court led by

St Peter’s Choir
Sat 24 Dec 3pm & 4.30pm Christingle
11.30pm Midnight Mass
8am  Holy Communion
9.30am Festival Communion

Sun 25 Dec

St Margaret

Sun 11 Dec 6.30pm Carol service

Sat 24 Dec 4.00pm Christingle
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Sun 25 Dec 11.15am Christmas Eucharist

St John

Wed 14 Dec 7.30pm Carol Service

Sun 18 Dec 4.00pm Christingle

Sat 24 Dec 4.00pm Nativity Live! (see panel)
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Sun 25 Dec 9.30am All Age Eucharistic
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector(@ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Marion Pyke

Tel: 947 5834

Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265

Revd Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Revd Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783

Riverside Church (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Secretary: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Minister Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353

Email Secretary: sue.cantwell@cavershambaptist
church.org.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Crispin Fairbairn tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican, Ro-
man Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and Mapledur-
ham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,

Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

c/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk
ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,

Tel: 947 6958

Email: alanwright55 @btinternet.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.

Tel: 947 1370

Company Chairman: Mr Colin Ferguson.

COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.

COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772
POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.

Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in this
newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the board.
The Editors also would like 1o bring to readers’ nofice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.
Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road,
Caversham, Reading RG4 BEH Tel: 07949 980982

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper
House, Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT

by Penny Cuthbert

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, DECEMBER 2015

| love candles. Sometimes when the pace of life gets too frenetic, and it feels like
there are too many plates to keep spinning, | retreat to the armchair in my study, light
a simple candle that sits on the coffee table, and just watch the flame. It's restful,
peaceful, and somehow the opposite of frenetic. It helps me to slow down, to find
time to breathe, and to simply rest in the presence of God.

| love Christmas, too. | love the excittment on children’s faces as they anticipate
and unwrap presents. | love the emphasis on being together, with friends and family,
even when relationships may have been strained. | love the sense of goodwill, of
giving, of making the effort, of celebrating. And | love the wonder of the Christmas
story — angels appearing to Mary, Joseph and a bunch of poor shepherds on a
hillside, frightening the life out of them. A baby, in a manger of all places! Rich wise
men travelling a vast distance following a star. Political leaders getting in a tizzy.
There's a sense that something extraordinary is going on. Something supernatural.
Something heavenly.

John, in the first chapter of his gospel, explains what was happening that night.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was
God....The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.”

Jesus, the Son of God, who was involved in the creation of the world, chose to
leave behind all the glory and majesty of heaven and come to earth, to become
human, and to live among us. To be our light, showing us how to live, and showing
us God. Making it possible for us to know God. Not just know about Him, but know
Him, as our heavenly Father.

“But to all who received Him, who believed in His name, he gave power to become
children of God."

On that amazing night, heaven was breaking through to earth. Jesus was coming
on a rescue mission, coming not just to live among us, but also to die for us, to
remove the barrier of sin that separates us from a holy God. Coming to drive out
darkness.

And that’s the other reason | love candles. When | watch the flame, | am reminded of
Jesus, the Light of the World, who dispels darkness, and whose power can transform
any situation, no matter how:dark it may look from a human perspective. Heaven still
breaks through to earth whenever someone welcomes Jesus into their heart. He still
comes to anyone who invites Him. The fire of His love still burns.

May you know the light and life and love of Jesus deep in your heart this Christmas,
and throughout the year ahead.

Happy Christmas!
Penny Cuthbert, Transition Minister,
St John the Baptist, Caversham

Are you a people person? |

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood and visits to the sick
or housebound. If you would like to
give to the community by joining us
as a volunteer driver or as a visitor,
then do get in touch with us.

www.caver:

0118 248

Monday to Friday 9.30am=11,30am Uy

Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RGA BAX

joodneighbours.org.uk

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Matins Ist and 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
9.30am Holy Communion Ist, 2nd and 4th Sundays
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s, Gosbrook Road
9.30am Holy Communion Ist, 3rd and 4th Sundays
9.30am All Age Worship 2nd Sunday
Fifth Sunday Services as advertised

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Morning Worship Ist Sunday
Holy Communion 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays

St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIVERSIDE CHURCH(READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am  Morning Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street
10.30am Morning Worship each Sunday
8.00pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) —
2nd Sunday each month
3.45pm  Messy Church — for all the family
. Fourth Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road :
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the
month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am Sunday School
11.00am Divine Worship

6.00pm Evening Service

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the January 2017 issue should be sent
to Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish Office
by Monday 28th November. The date for the February
2017 issue is Monday 2nd January. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

Advertising copy for the January 2017 issue should be
sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue,
Caversham by Friday 25th November. The date for the
February 2017 issue is Friday 30th December.

PARISH OFFICES

PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm

Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary(@ctmparish.org.uk
ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

|
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Simon Porter & Co
Chartered Accountants

e Self Assessment e Businesses
e Companies e VAT, Payroll -

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

DMDB #

Building and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:
* Children's parties / Family celebrations
* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibiti
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

* Top brand name flooring at lowest price
* Samples to view on your home/office day/evening
* Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
* Fast turn around on fitting if required
* Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and install: Amtico
Carpets - Laminate - Wood - Vinyl
Non-slip and more...

Local Knowledge

Local People

Local Expertise

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations

that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Walmsley

@ @ f walmsley.co.uk

Figs at Christmas

his month, I should like to consider a plant which grows in many Caversham gardens, my own included, and

which is particularly connected with Christmas celebrations.

I suppose that my first acquaintance with Ficus carica, the botanical name of the fig, must have come
at a time before I can remember. In the 1940s and 50s, parents seem to have been very concerned about

‘regularity,’” and to have administered mild laxatives to their children on
the slightest provocation. I have a younger brother, and I can remember
him being dosed with a preparation called ‘California Syrup of Figs." |
tried it, and it tasted pretty good. An Internet search has shown that the
producers did in fact begin in San Francisco, California, and that by the
1890s they had a presence in this country.

My next encounter with figs came in the form of those blocks of
partially dried and sweetened whole figs, wrapped in cellophane, which
appeared in the shops at Christmas. They usually came from Izmir in
Turkey. They were often displayed along with boxes of dates, which
came from somewhere in north Africa. The boxes were unusual, made
of thin wood, and with rounded ends.

People with false teeth didn’t like the figs, because the tiny hard seeds
got under their ‘plates’ and irritated their gums, but then onto the market
came Batger’s Chinese Figs. These were large brown sweets, made of
jelly which tasted of fig, and dusted with sugar to stop them all sticking
together. There were no irritating seeds there.

[ never saw ‘natural’ figs until I came to Reading in 1969. I liked

them, and after I got married I began helping my in-laws with their
large garden. They had two small unheated greenhouses. One of them
I used for tomatoes, peppers, aubergines, cucumbers and melons, and the
other one had just a grape-vine and a fig tree. I'm sure that my in-laws
thought that the fig tree would be a waste of time, but it soon romped
away and started fruiting. I was able to ripen two crops of figs in a year
—all I wanted and more. I even tried making fig jam! The fig in the
picture came from that greenhouse, about 30 years ago.

Figs are large, interesting plants, with big lobed leaves which remind
me of Adam and Eve. The ‘fruit,” which technically isn’t a fruit, starts as
a kind of sac, with a hole at the end opposite the stalk. It contains lots
of tiny flowers, and the little hole is to enable tiny wasps to enter and
pollinate them. Figs are native to the Mediterranean and the Middle
East, so when they tried growing them in California, they had to take
care to import the wasps as well. The kind of figs we usually grow in
this country are self-fertile, and the figs will develop without the help
of wasps.

For some years now it has been my custom to make a figgy pudding
at Christmas, as mentioned in the old carol, ‘We Wish you a Merry
Christmas’. It has suet and flour, dried figs and spice, and I serve it
flamed in brandy, with a white sauce poured over. IfI could buy some
syrup of figs these days, it might be nice to pour a drop into the pudding
mixture — but not too much!

Happy Wanderer

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.com

ALL RUBBISH 4U
COLLECTED
Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste

House / Loft Clearance
Garage / Shed Clearance

Licensed Waste Carrier with
commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625
www.allrubbishcollected4U.com

Capital

Roof Care

Local based roofing company you can trust
All work insured & fully guaranteed

Offering a friendly & competitive service
with 30 years experience, we take pride in
our customer satisfaction record & high
quality work on new and old properties.

New Roofs & Repairs / Tiling & Slating
Clay Roofs Repaired & Replaced
High Performance Felt Flat Roofs
UVPC Fascias, Soffits & Guttering

Moss Cleaning & Roof Coating

24 hour emergency call out

Call: OT18 3913780/07748 2517201
for a free estimate and advice

www.capitalroofcare.co.uk
Cheekatrade com

W s




Paged

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.com

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
“or a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164
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Defence Committee to visit BBC

Members of the Defence Committee are to visit BBC
Monitoring at its Caversham Park site, following an
invitation from Reading East MP, Rob Wilson.

Earlier this year, the BBC announced cuts of £4 million
to its BBC Monitoring operational budget, which will see
approximately 100 jobs axed and the organisation relocated
from its Caversham Park base — its home for over 70
years.

Rob is opposed to this decision, arguing that in
an increasingly volatile world, where the UK faces
unprecedented and unpredictable threats, the open-
source intelligence being observed, analysed, translated
and communicated by BBC Monitoring to Government
departments has never been more vital to our national
security.

This view is shared by the chairman of the Defence
Committee, Dr Julian Lewis, who has joined Rob in stating
publically his opposition to the BBC’s proposed cuts.

This mutual interest prompted Rob to write to Dr Lewis
and invite the Defence Committee to visit Caversham Park
to gain a first-hand understanding of how its specialised
output will be affected by cuts to its funding.

The visit will contribute to the parallel investigations -
being undertaken by the Defence and Foreign Affairs
Committees into the operations of BBC Monitoring.

Speaking in anticipation of the visit Rob said “I consider
the decision to be deeply misguided and detrimental to our national
interests — both in terms of our own security and intelligence
capabilities, but also our world-wide influence and engagement
with international partners”

Dr Lewis said: “Caversham Park is to open source
intelligence what Bletchley Park was to secret intelligence and
that is why it is of vital interest to the defence of the United
Kingdom. The fact that it has been continually cut is of grave
concern and any further cuts will have a significant impact upon
national security”.

]

CIXON

ENERGY™

Healing - Plumbing - Renewables

Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Domestic - Commercial
Design - Installation - Service & Maintenance

01491410110 07921 468 536
info@oxonenergy.com www.oxonenergy.com

-

C HIROPODIST/PODIATRISTE

: Mrs Samantha Vistuer

BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis <

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly

From comns to in-growing toe nails, foot pain to veruccas

Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rh
ialist T < Bi Bani

id patients

S Orthotics & Nail Surgery

P

For a Clinic or Home appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

Steepa

Bathrooms j Tiles

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info @steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Reading Library Service Launch New

eBook Service

All that 15 needed to get started is an active
library card and PIN.

The app makes it simple to download titles,
save reads for later and even read across multiple
devices. Members can borrow up to four books at
one time and keep them for up to 21 days. There
are no overdue fines.

The cloudLibrary app is compatible with the
following devices: iPad, iPhone, iPod Touch,
Android Phones, Android Tablets, NOOK
Tablets, NOOK ¢Readers, Kobo eReaders and
Kindle Fires.

ClIr Paul Gittings, Reading’s Lead Member for
Culture, said: “Accessing books online couldn’t
be easier for our library members now. Once you
have accessed the cloudLibrary you can browse,
borrow and start reading straight away. You can
keep the eBook for three weeks and what’s even
better, there are no overdue fines to worry about!
For anyone unsure on how to access an eBook,
there is also help available at the library.”

For technical assistance, email info@
readinglibraries.org.uk, call 0118 901 5950 or visit
the cloudLibrary support website.

Simple steps to getting started with Library
eBooks:

Step 1: Download the cloudLibrary app from
the App Store, Mac OS or Google Play or visit
http://yourcloudlibrary.com/index.php/en-us

Step 2: Select Reading Borough Libraries from
the drop down menus and then enter your library
card IID number and library card PIN. Click agree
to terms and conditions and log in.

Step 3: Browse, borrow and start reading!

In October Reading Library Service launched a new eBook service, offering members the opportunity to download books
from a choice of hundreds of popular titles.
The new service is accessed through the cloud Library app available through visiting http://yourcloudlibrary.com/index.php/
en-us or from the App Store, Mac OS or Google Play.
The library’s eBook collection includes many popular adult and children’s titles, ranging from Lee Child to Bill Bryson, to J

K Rowling and more.

Thursday” is

Fisherman day!

“every Thursday 2pm - 6pm

The café In Caversham Helghts- named after Saint Andrew the fisherman.
St Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Rond, Caversham, RG4 TPL
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ELECTRICAL

( e
install Solar PV? : . R_EA’
You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

Why should you

\!
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0118 967 7033

info@carter-electrical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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— CHURCHES _ - - R W §
T e PIANO LESSONS
N ] f Available from an
PopcaterapsCounsetor ‘ All levels taught.
1 5 7 Call Janet on 01189 464085 Your house or mine
u r a a n n n e email: janetekent@ ntiworid.com (Steinway grand)

Anna: 07568 377731

Page §

Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc.
wselling experienced teacher,

ex-concert pianist.

A new organ has been installed in the church of
Our Lady and St Anne. The old one, installed 35 years
ago, had recentdy become unplayable due to problems
resulting from the damp in the walls of the choir loft. Vale

Foradvice, Fr Paul approached Jeremy Meager, general Friend'y WCS

manager of Viscount Organs, whom he knew from his

Bicester days, After investigating the cost of restoration and ersonal

compared with buying a new organ, the decision was p

made to buy new, and this received diocesan approval.
Just as this decision was made, a legacy from the estate

Bible Friends

i David’s song

David wrote a song about a good shepherd. “God cares for me like
that,” thought David.

This is what he wrote:

“God is my shepherd. God makes sure | always have everything | Providing accounting and taxation services to

e many local owner managed businesses and

i ; of the late an Cane was handed to the parish, lan had individuals, including annual accounts, payroli,
God leads me to beautiful places, where | can rest. been a member of the choir for many years until his death VAT returns and personal tax returns. For a free
God shows me which paths to follow, and keeps me safe. two years ago and he had a great love and knowledge of Initial cansultation; contact Kathiryn Cutts rea
Even when | can't see where I'm going, I'll never be frightened music. It seemed that to use the bulk of the inheritance T 0118 957 3238 koutts@valewest.com

to pay for the new organ would have been what he
would have wished.

.jcrcmy agreed to supply a two manual instrument CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

with many added extras which lan’s money paid for.

because | know God is there with me.

God gives me many lovely things to enjoy. He is very good to me.
1 will always follow him."

| wadio3 ouuy R 1ol 9007 O UoREASTY Lo AUMALS 007 @ ¥0eqfiris I8 Y L

Psalm 23 The plopeY: left over went to the Church and Shrine Would you like to have this paper delivered to you
restoration fund. monthly? ’
The organ has been installed and is now in use. Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com giving
A dedication ceremony took place during the ten your name and address.
o'clock mass on 20th November, the feast of Christ the
King, which was the day before lan's anniversary. Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased
Jeremy Meager supplied the organ used for Pope | either from

Benedict’s mass for the beatification of Cardinal Newman
and the recently installed organ in St Peter's church was
also supplud by Viscount, so Our Lady and St Anne’s

‘ Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street and Caversham Library

church is in good company \
The old organ has a new

NN E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd

parish in Malvern where a Electrical Installation Contractors
parishioner who is an organ

builder has undertaken the task ® Established Electrical Installation Company

of restoring it. | with an Excellent Reputation

@ Commercial and D tic Installati
Photo by Jane Shaw shows the = 2 e

new organ in situ. ® Specialists in Electrical Testing,
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

® Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems
Hai V ()St NldSS (]r ® Planned, Preventative and

’ Reactive Electrical Maintenance
Anne’s

The church was filled with the children from St SIS =T L
Anne’s school and parishioners for the Harvest Mass. A E.L.P. Electrical Services und
- formal display had been arranged in front of the Altar. Hiomer - :,1':[:;?;;:::"5:: =
Each class had collected non penshable goods for
days before and pupils from each class carried the boxes
they had filled as the classes processed into church and
placed the goods in the sanctuary in front of the altar. il
The reception class box was brought in a trolley and the 01189 790171
children each carried a tin of food from it and placed it

5 X : 07909 434515
with the other offerings. ; nlckwnght@elpelectncal com
Fr Paul talked to the children during mass about the = \ www._elpelectrical.com

harvest and about the Reading Food Bank. Pupils read
the bidding prayers and all joined in the harvest related
hymns.

The food was later collected by representatives from
the Reading food bank to add to their store. It would be
parcelled up and distributed to needy families.

Memorials

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE
$7 Open 9.30am to 2.30pm on Tuesdays
( ) J : G) (‘) \) / { The photograph by in St John's Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
o) care a4 Jane Shaw shows Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
AR e Rk B . the display before cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available
" T_'Z,',_J}ZZQ ceidl l@‘ﬁrs e KAl SECo Il ot 7 .
Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
157-161 Caversham Road, Reading, Berkshire. RG1 8BB and by Springboard, Reading




concerts in
Caversham

Christmas Concert by
Candlelight

10th December — 7.30pm
St Andrew’s Church, Albert Road,
Caversham RG4 7PL

Peter Fischer will direct an evening of beautiful and seasonal
music played in the warm glow of candlelight by the superb soloists
and musicians of The Caversham Ensemble Chamber Orchestra.

The programme will include music from the Messiah, a Vivaldi
concerto, extracts from Howard Blake’s The Snowman, A String
Serenade for Christmas Eve by Suk, Schubert’s Ave Maria, Bach’s

Jesu _Joy of Man’s Desiring and much more. The soloists with the

orchestra are: Peter Fisher (violin), Jiafeng Chen (violin), Will
Melvin (violin), Gabriel Dias (trumpet), Timothy Watts (oboe and
oboe d'amore) and Naomi Watts (cello). Seasonal refreshments in
the interval are included in the ticket price.

Tickets in advance are £16, £18 and on the door £18, £20.
They may be bought in advance from Waltons the Jewellers in
Caversham (cash only and closed Mondays), or on the door. See
www.concertsincaversham.co.uk for more information or ring:
0118 9484112 A very popular concert, so book early to avoid
disappointment!

ardiners

NURSING'AND HOMECARE

%

Since 1968, Gardiner's has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. i .
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 80z 0118 9476666

HEMDEAN HOUSE SCHOOL

Independent day school

for boys and girls, 3-11 years

Hemdean Hous
e<mail
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SILENT AUCTION

The silent auction held on October 29th at Caversham Heights Methodist Church raised over
£1000 for the Haiti Hurricane relief fund.

The event received a great many high quality gifts from members of the church and the local
community plus some generous monetary donations. The lots ranged from a compressor, a
chain-saw, and a garden shredder to a bread maker, a golf day, pictures, beautiful vases, jewellery,
perfumes and kitchen ware. Despite extensive advertising the event was not well attended. It
would have been good if more people had come to make bids as this would have raised more
money and more people would have gone home with smiling faces and real bargains.

Many donors kindly said that unclaimed items could be kept and put into the church Autumn
Fair which was only two weeks away. This event is raising funds for Headway Thames Valley,
the charity that helps those with brain injuries.

The Haiti disaster has slipped from the headlines but the need is desperate with many families,
having lost everything are sleeping in the open and totally dependant on food drops. Not only
is there a very great need for help now but many crops were destroyed and the future looks
extremely bleak for whole communities.

This disaster happened at a time when the country was still struggling to recover from the
carthquake of a few years ago. The money raised will go some way to help aid which is already
being provided.

This was the fourth silent auction the church has held, with the aim of making a speedy
response to international tragedies. In excess of £5000 has been raised — thanks to people’s
generosity.

Two weeks later at the church’s Autumn Fair over £1,500 was raised for Headway - the
charity that helps people with head injuries.

The church would like to thank everyone in the community who supported these two very
worthwile events.

Parish Barn Dance
People from the three churches of Caversham
Thameside and Mapledurham came together for
the Parish Barn Dance which took place at St John’s

on Friday 21st October. The local band ‘Inisheer’
provided the music and caller Howard Ballard steered
us through the different dances. A sell-out event, we
had great fun and raised £389 for church funds.

WILL WRITING and POWER OF ATTORNEY
At YOUR HOME

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant
(0118) 947 7117

There is no charge for my time/advice

Caroline Hurst - Assured Legacies Ltd.

01189 261709 / 07804 586716

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract

carolinehurst@carolinehurst.plus.com

SWING DANCE CLASSES e
Partner dancing to swing/jazz music of the A
1920s to present . \
Easy-going & friendly classes in Lindy Hop,
Jitterbug & Jive, Every Tuesday &
Thursday from 7.30 pm

Watlington House Hall, Watlington Street
RG1 4RJ (Entry via South Street)

No need to bring a partner; Absolute
beginners very welcome: Plenty of on-site
parking

More details www.alljazzedup.com:; S
info@alljazzedup.com

, ALL JAZZED UP

£

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered
Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military
All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

—
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SCOUT CHRISTMAS POST - SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL
COMMUNITY AND SAVE MONEY AT CHRISTMAS!

The 89th Reading Scouts are once again providing the highly valued Christmas Post service for
the delivery of Christmas cards to Caversham, Caversham Heights, Emmer Green and Caversham
Park Village. This is a great opportunity to save money ( at 30p per card it is half the price of a
stamp!) delivering your local Christmas cards. At the same time this service supports the activities
of the Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers of the local 89th Scout Group based in Kiln Road,

Emmer Green.

Post boxes will be situated at a number of locations in the area including: Caversham Library,
McColls Newsagents in Emmer Green, Balmore Park and Emmer Green Surgeries, Woodcote
Way News, St Barnabas and St Andrew’s Churches and number of local primary schools. The
last posting day will be on Thursday 15th December and all cards will be delivered in time for

Christmas.

The 89th Reading Scouts have been running the Christmas Post for over 30 years, raising funds for

With Michelle

Dance Yourself Fit!

FITSTEPS is an exciting fitness class that uses Latin and

Ballroom dance steps

THURSDAYS 12-1pm at St.Barnabas Church Hall, Emmer

Green. £5 per class.
FIRST CLASS FREE WITH THIS ADVERT!
www.fitstepswithmichelle.co.uk
07970555154

Alan Ward

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

@nne .
arrison

Web Design

profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

Attractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non

« Most makes repaired

* Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

* Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

* 30 years experience / guaranteed work

+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours -
0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information

For more infor pdates & price I

please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

o] DS HNG

the Scout Group and most importantly providing
a great service to the local community. We don’t
take parcels, only cards, and we only deliver
to houses in the local Caversham, Caversham
Heights, Caversham Park Village, and Emmer
Green communities. We don’t go south of the
river Thames, Kidmore End or Tokers Green.

The service is really valued by the local
community, especially the older residents, and all
of the post is sorted and hand delivered by the
Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers of the 89th
Scout Group.

For more information please email robin.
kent@89th.org.uk

22 Arcadia Road
Bumham on Crouch
EssexCMO S8EF

Tel:- 01621 782650

Date:- 14/102016
Cayersham Christian News Limited
Church House
59 Church Street
Caversham
Oxon RG4 8AX

My husband, Anthony John Hindle (Tony) recently died and 1 am
going through all the papers ctc. he had kept.

I came across the enclosed cutting from your newspaper , my first thought was is it
still in existence 7 | was very pleased o find it on the computer. I thought you might
be interested in it , ng doubt you have a copy in your files.

We lived in Emmer Green on moving from Manchester in December 1955, then
moved to Binfield Heath , back to Caversham at the top of the hill in The Horse Close
moving to Harrow from there , and then retiring to Bumnham. The reason for all these
moves was that Tony worked for the Trustee Savings Bank. he was manager at the
Caversham Branch in Prospect Street for over 20 years . | remember his involvement
with the nespaper and also many things to do with the bank, sponsoring things. 1'also
remember several times when we were away on holiday bumping into some of his
custamers . He took carly retirement in 1986, a very long one, he was 87 when he died
We worshipped at Caversham Hill Chapel , Tony being a Deacon and Church
Secretary for many years.

I expect there are still many in Caversham who will remember him.

Asl <m§] I'am so glad the the Newspaper is still thriving , [ sec it started in 1964 , the
cutting dated the next year. I'm sure he would have been pleased to know it is still
growing strong . | don’t want the cutting back,

This illuslrated page she
and distribute the paper.

The Board of Directars of fhe Cavershom Christion ﬁ;ﬁ;
\[ pany which produces the * Al dge’ meet

d plan th 3
TS e

CHRISTMAS
CARDS HERE!

ALEX LOWTH
Garden Design
Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?
Reliable Service
* One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
* Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out

* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

| Madeley nator

Garden Design & Maintenance

* Garden Design
* Maintenance
» Seasonal Clearance

* Planting
* Advice

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire e

1.0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053 'Q%
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com ‘i_'

The Caversham Rewards Card
Save Money by Shopping Locally

Join the Caversham Rewards
programme and you'll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when
| you shop, dine and use services
within the area. Our member
| businesses include restaurants,
| cafes, dry cleaners, health clubs,
. specialist shops, professional
=’ services and many more.

CAVERSHAM REWARDS
269 082b 1000 0

gos Bllis

Support your local traders and start saving today!

\ TO regi visitar business di
N 0844 5250475

or sign up online at
www.cavershamrewards.co.uk
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ST BARNABAS
CHURCH

Members of the local uniformed organisations

St. Barnabas
PARISH CENTRE

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 - 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

and friends will hold their annual Christingle service
on Wednesday the 14th December at 7.00.p.m. and
visitors will be most welcome. The offertory collection

FEMALE VOICE CH(%Y
A Dream of Winter

carols will take place at 4.30pm Leading up to =

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,
conversation and

\ company
“1_‘music by living
“‘composers, including JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
* Arvo Part, Christopheﬁ PLUMBING & HEATING
__ Fox and rising stars ENGINEER
‘ 4 Ker ry Andrew and Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-

Jhn Barber’ ing, bath/shower room installations & general
alongside. plumbing and repairs large or small.

improvisations on
raditional carols and
sing-along seasonal
) A favourites!
=S Ll ‘

that evening will go to the Children’s Society.
On the 18th December a service of lessons and

Christmas itself the customary nativity play is being
held at 4.30pm on Christmas Eve and Midnight Mass
will be held at 11.30pm that evening. An all age

service will be held at 9.30am on Christmas Day and
children are invited to take a present for the ‘show
and tell’ part of the occasion. As with all our services

.lll\i ¢vents everyone 18 ' w ClCUl‘HC
F e

’7 CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £8.80/month

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.com

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Would you ke to have this paper

Jerry's Odd Jobs

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions

Saturday 17th December 2016

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out

delivered (o you monthly?

Email us at: cavershambeidgencws G gmailcom

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

No Foarnds Barred |
Is your stuff driving you mad? '

\ A new service run by a husband & wife team
can help you, or someone you know, to work

on your baggage and deal with:
e & Landscaping
P y » Hoarding issues
» Overwhelming paperwork 8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
- « » Goods or interests that seem to have taken Telephone: 0118 957 4896
over

We can offer straightforward assistance with decluttering or
alternatively a sensitive support package which includes counselling

to help you to explore your need to hang onto things ’

BACP registered, insured and CRB/DBS checked. People you can trust!

|
Please contact Anita or Steve Rathgay to discuss your particular ‘ .~' “;mmw y
requirements and the cost. 07890 592103 or OTI8 9484521, | Foot Health care in your
berksandoxoncare@gmail.com [
‘ own home
nvoluted nails, s
T | s oo,

. + Comprehensive eye
examinations

» Full contact lens service
* Free specs for children

* Extensive range of
designer frames

* Main agent for Zeiss
and Rodenstock lenses

4 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

Old Hall, Queen Anne’s School

2 2n

30pm-5p

e
m 0118'9461647 # www.tapestrychoir.org.uk
seasonal refreshments

. * Free parking All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered
0 1wv1vw8rob9mi4a|z “300“99 Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060

Fal Backserily giving your name and address

Bicycle Repairs Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased cither from
Ring Jerry

0774 695 9463

Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street and Caversham Library

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery

Foot I_Igglth Practitioner

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE — GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation

www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com
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ARUM TREE SURGEONS

j TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
EXPI
SERVICES * et ettt

e Tree removal, tree pruning ®
* Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding e
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Need help with tasks other

¥ 'l‘ than personal care?
Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering
Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and DBS
checked.

Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103

Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

A1 incl picture £195 A3 incl picture £85
A2 incl picture £110 A4 incl picture £55

Jel: 0118 946 4445

4 Sona Road. Roading RG4 BEM
Email: cpsprintreading@gmail.com

www.cavtiles.co.uk
Ceramic and Porcelain
Undertile heating in stock
Free parking
Local delivery

0118 9543315

Caversham Court Christmas
tree sale

Nowadays, everyone is looking for the green option, and indeed green
is one of the traditional colours for Christmas. So, why not go for a truly
green solution for Christmas and in turn help both a local charity and
biodiversity? Many of you may have seen the report on Autumnwatch
where the effects of the planting of softwood conifer plantations to help
provide pit props after World War II has had a detrimental impact on
lowland heaths, where the conifers have severely impaired the growth
of wild heathers, by desiccating the soil and over enriching it when they
drop their needles.

This area is important nationally and internationally for its areas of
lowland heath, and volunteers in the area have been working hard on
this for over a quarter of a century. They have found a good seasonal way
to not only resolve the problem of the conifers depriving groundcover
plants such as heather of water, but also raising funds into the bargain.
They have been cutting the Scots Pine in early December, and selling the
best ones as Christmas trees — a win win result on the green stakes.

Initially, people had a reluctance to try the Scots Pine as a Christmas
tree as they are not as dense as say a Douglas Fir. However, now many
people return year after year for the trees for a lovely fragrant tree, which
may have decorations of its own in the form of cones and will not drop
needles all over your lounge floor. So, you can bring a Berkshire tree
into your home and help the local heathland management with valuable
funds.

The trees initially came from Bucklebury Common, but over the years
the scheme has extended to cover land at Wildmoor in Bracknell, Caesar’s
Camp at Padworth and more recently they had worked in association
with the MOD to bring areas of the Special Protection Area at Camberley
under active management.

But the trees are not the only local decoration that you can use and
be green. Reading Urban Wildlife Group planted 6000 willow trees
from local stock as part of a millennium project. This original planting
was completed with the assistance of 400 volunteers all co-ordinated by
Econet (www.econetreading.org.uk) Part of that project was a willow
arboretum at Kings-Meadow and beds of coppiced willow that can be

Christmas Carols in Caversham Court
Monday 19th December

The choir of St Peter’s church will be leading the singing for an
evening of traditional Christmas carols in Caversham Court on Monday
19 December, at 7.30pm. Members of the Salvation Army Band will
add to the festive music.

The floodlit gardens will be open from 6.15 pm and mulled wine, hot
chocolate and mince pies will be on sale in the Tea Kiosk in aid of local
charities. The church bells will ring out from 7.15pm.

Members of the Friends of Caversham Court Gardens will be lighting
your way in the magical floodlit gardens. Wrap up warm, bring a torch
(to read the carol sheets!) and come along to sing in the festive season.

St Barnabas church Christmas fair

The St Barnabas Christmas Fair will take place on Saturday 3rd
December from 2pm until 4pm in the Parish centre and Church Hall.

There will be good quality gifts, handicrafts, cakes, preserves, toys,
tombola, fabulous rafHe, refreshments and much more including Father
Christmas and his bran tub. Entry by donation at the door. All proceeds
will go to our overseas charities. For more information contact Wendy
Howell on 0118 946 1365

The Children of God family service the following day at 9.30 am
will be an opportunity to donate new or good quality second-hand
toys which will be distributed to disadvantaged children in Reading via

" Reading Family Aid.

used by local willow workers. These plots
are harvested annually by the Wildlife Group
and volunteers from Conserve Reading on
Wednesdays (Crow), part of Econet. The
resulting willow has been tumed into many
things from the sides of watercress beds in
Ewelme and raised beds on the roof of RISC,
to willow baskets and supports.

Not forgetting of course, willow wreaths
and stars, these together with the Christmas
Trees can be purchased at Caversham Court on
Saturday December 10th between 9:30am and
1:00pm. While there you can watch the skilled
designers at work making decorated wreaths
or stars. There are also stalls from Fair Trade,
RSPCB, and Reading Beekeepers who will
have some locally produced candles.

While you are in the area, why not pay a visit
to St Peter’s Church Christmas Market which
is on at the same time where there will be a
wide range of handicrafts, games and a raffle
plus hot drinks and other refreshments.

Peter Robins

Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering. Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

&_ "\ =E. H. HAMLEY & SON=

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality
Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Thlmbleby&Shorland

[} DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE? |
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR
TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?
l} THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY?

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

* ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & OF FICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
+ GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEMICLES
3nd much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Probate o Family Division « insurance » Auction
‘We would be pleased to advise without obligation
See website for fixture list and catalogues
www.tsauction.co.uk ~ log on and subscribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
+44 (0)118 950 8611
Fax: +44 ()1
Ema

31 Great Knollys Street

ding, Berkshire RG1 7HU
uk

T



GUTTERS, SOFFITS
AND FASCIAS

« Full Replacement * Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
* Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for 10 years
« Full Public Liability Insured * Police Checked

B
Abelcare
ST
| welcome inspection of previous work
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
for a free estimate

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

’ Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,

‘ WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE CLEAR-
[ ANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
1 FREE ESTIMATES
[ Phone 9461701
\ www.netleylandscapes.co.uk

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55 @btinternet.com

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

www.bondrightroofing.co.uk

The Caversham Heights

Society

October was a busy month for the Society, Following the annual general meeting,
which was held on Wednesday 5th, members were enthralled by a fascinating, well-
researched and informative talk about crossing the River Thames given by Tony Weston.
Entitled Thames Crossings - From a ford to a flight. This was a comprehensive history of
how crossing the Thames has evolved. At 215 miles long from its source, where there is
virtually no water, to its exit into the North Sea, the Thames is the longest river in England.
For thousands of years it acted as a barrier between tribes and kingdoms and the only
way of getting across was wading, swimming or by boat. The Romans built the first bridge
across the river at Staines but when they left, London Bridge fell into disrepair and it was
another 500 years before it was replaced by a more substantial bridge. The original was
eventually destroyed by a 240mph tornado which struck London in 1091, It is claimed
that the nursery rhyme ‘London Bridge is falling down' originated from this time though it
is much more likely that it was the Great Fire of London in 1666 that destroyed the then
seven storey high London Bridge, with its shops and over 200 homes and other buildings,
that inspired the song.

When William the Conqueror arrived in 1066 he had to go all the way up to Wallingford
before he could cross the river safely atDuxford, near Oxford, both towns where there
were fords. It was William1 who declared the Thames to be a royal river but it was left to
William IT (1056-1100) and Stephen(1090-1154) to build a new bridge.

For centuries the main means of crossing the Thames was by ferry. The oldest known
one was Gravesend to Tilbury, recorded in the Domesday Book of 1086. It was from here
that Elizabeth I addressed her troops before the arrival of the Spanish Armada in 1588. In
1197 Richard I [the Lionheart] sold the river to the Corporation of the City of London who
thereafter controlled what was, or was not, allowed. It was not until the reign of Henry VIII
that watermen, or ferrymen, were licensed to carry passengers. Of the hundreds of public
ferries that once existed only a handful still exist -. Woolwich, Hampton, Twickenham,
Gravesend to Tilbury, and Hilton Docklands to Canary Wharf.

During medieval times it was the monasteries that built several bridges,( Wallingford in
1200, Radcot in 1200 and Caversham in 1231.) Those built by the monks had pointed
arches since these were the designs of their monastic homes but only a few survive. Their
real importance was in providing revenues, by way of tolls, for anyone using them. They
were also often the sites of battles between rival armies.

During the 18th century there were many competitions and designs for new bridges
over the river,and members were shown pictures of several of these. Real change came
in 1869 when Isambard Kingdom Brunel began building the first tunnel , the most famous
one is the Blackwall tunnel. In more recent years a new approach has been undertaken,
namely a means of flying over the river. Perhaps the most bizarre idea of crossing the
Thames is the so-called Garden Bridge but this is still mired in controversy and may never
be built.

Still on the historical theme, on October 12th a coach full of members went first to
Windsor and then to Dorney to be shown round Dorney Court, a medieval manor house
first mentioned in the Domesday Book but then rebuilt in Tudor times. It has been owned
by the same family, the Palmers, for over 400 years. Going round the house was like
a tour through English history, both through furniture as well as through paintings and
architecture. Because the house receives no government funding the owners have to rely
on using the house and gardens for filming, weddings and corporate functions.

On the 19th of October members were entertained and enthralled by Shaun
McCormick's personal insights into the Queen's Bodyguard of the Yeomen of the Guard.
After serving in the army for 25 years Shaun became a Yeoman of the Guard in 2000 and
has been based at St James' Palace since then. Founded by Henry VII as a bodyguard ‘to
support the crown and protect and guard the body of our Lord the King' . It is the oldest
bodyguard in the world. It is armed and was originally made up of fighting men but today
it is largely a ceremonial body of volunteer ex-servicemen. Each time there is a state
occasion, such as the Opening of Parliament, the greeting and entertainment of a visiting
Head of State, or a Lying in State, investitures, garden parties at Buckingham Palace or the
Maundy Thursday services, the Yeomen of the Guard can be seen. Because the Yeomen
of the Guard discovered Guy Fawkes beneath Parliament on November 5th,1605 they
still have the responsibility to check the cellars of the Houses of Parliament at each State
Opening. The warders at the Tower of London are also part of the Yeomen of the Guard.

Shaun had brought his uniform for members to see and they were amazed at the sheer
weight of it all. :

Meetings of the society are held on the first and third Wednesday evenings at 8.00pm
at Caversham Heights Methodist Church. New members are most welcome. We are
developing a new website so inquiries are best made to Carol Cozens on 946 1509 or via

CLUBS
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rooster10@btinternet.com or to Jill Hodges on 959 5307
or via irishjill@southcote.net

Chazey WI

At our monthly meeting when Simon Williams gave a
talk on' Memory Techniques' there was much laughter
from the members so a very enjoyable talk. Tea/coffee
followed to encourage a lot of chat and a welcome to our
visitors- we hope they enjoyed the evening and will join
us. Business followed and members were reminded about
toiletry packs to donate to the Royal Berkshire Hospital.
Future social events are coffee at the Herb Farm and lunch
at the Packhorse, Panto in Newbury and Christmas lunch
at the Highwayman. The raffle was won by Carol Briscoe
and the competition by Valerie Wing. Chazey meets on the
first Tuesday evening every month starting at 7.30pm in
the Caversham Methodist Church Hall in Highmoor Road,
Caversham Heights, new members welcome.

40 Years
experience
behind us

On Sight Optical Lid 5=

All frames include, as standard,
single vision lenses, prices from only

We make
£1 8_00 spectacles to
your
ipti
Other lens supplements from: e on
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00
Carry out
repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligation ~ adlustments
Can fit new lenses to your own frame Eetamely
competitive
We specialise in complex and prices

difficult prescriptions
Over 162 Just bring in your prescription.

1140 Henley Road
Caversham RG4 6DH
1:01189 476 754
onsightoptical@btconnect.com
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CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON

0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007
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Stay-a-while
Lunch Club

The club, which meets on
Mondays at the Caversham Heights
Methodist church, is in urgent
need of volunteers. Hot meals are
provided for up to 20 members
each week. Cooks and helpers are
urgently needed to work on a rota
basis.

If you can help and for more
information please call Kathy
Munns on 0118 954 6680.
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Probus

The speaker at the October meeting of the Reading and District
Probus Club was Richard Harrison who-presented a talk on the subject of
Citizen's Advice. Richard has been the chairman of the Reading Citizen's
Advice Bureau (CAB, or CA) for the last few years. CA is the place where
people go when they have a problem and have no-one to turn to.

CA was founded as a national body in 1939, and was funded by the
government. It has two aims: to provide advice to people in need, and to
improve policies and practices affecting people’s lives. Nationally, CA was
nominated as charity of the year in 2015, CA Reading is a member of the
national body, but is independent of it. CA Reading has its own board of
trustees, and it has 100 volunteers and 20 part-time staff. It is an advice
service in areas which have become increasingly complex, providing
advice in the areas of benefits, debt, employment, housing, family and
relationships, and consumer issues.

CA Reading is open five days a week. It recruits and trains volunteers,
and ensures that qualified advisers are available. It is independently audited.
In a typical year, it will see over 6000 clients, deal with over 15000 issues,
and will have gained over £2million for clients.

In the area of benefits, it will identify the correct benefits (the system
is very complex), and assist with process. It will chase delays, appeal
decisions, and assist with overpayments.

In advising people with debts, it helps with escalating debt, and assists
with emergencies, such as court action, bailiffs, eviction. It will agree a
financial statement and negotiate priorities.

People using CA are typically facing unexpected crises, have difficulty
understanding their problems, and are vulnerable.

CAhasasmallmanagementteam and a professional training department.
It no longer receives guaranteed grant funding (it has a grant from Reading
borough council), and now has to compete for funding. Grants are being
cut: it loses 25% this year, and 50% next year). To improve the funding
situation it has to strictly control costs, and adopt a proactive approach to
securing funding, such as providing training services commercially, doing
direct fundraising, and seeking business and individual support.

Reasons for supporting CA are that it is local, is dedicated to the
community, has a long history, is well-respected, its trustees are not paid,
nor are its volunteers. CA are pioneers of the Reading Advice Network.

In the future, without financial help, it would have to restrict the support
it can give, and in the extreme, closure is a possible threat. It costs £1500
and takes 12 months to train a volunteer. People can help by making a
single or regular donation, leaving a legacy, running an event etc. Gift Aid
can add 25% to funds raised.

Probus is a club for retired men, who enjoy a meal once a month in
the congenial company of like-minded men. Lunch is followed by a talk,
which may be on a variety of interesting subjects. The club meets at the
Caversham Heath Golf Club. For further information visit the club’s website
www.probusclub-reading.org.uk If you are interested in joining, please
contact the secretary David Laird on 0118 9470709.

Caversham WI

One of Reading’s 3Bs was the subject covered at the October meeting.
John Harrison gave a detailed talk about bricks with many pictures of the
different types and bonds in the local area. We will keep our eyes open in
future when looking at local buildings.

The competition, a picture of a favourite building, was won by Sue Taylor
with Sylvia Myszor and Claire Elliott as runners up.

Reminders were given about the Christmas events and the importance
of the November meeting to decide the future of Caversham WI.

Rosehill WI

At our meeting on 5th October which turned out to be very successful,
we were first welcomed by our President Margaret Pyle who extended
greetings to all present, including visitors. We then tucked into a Harvest
Lunch (costing £3) which included, pork pie, pate, various cheeses, salad,
pickles and chutneys, rolls and bread, followed by a selection of desserts
including fresh fruit salad, crumbles, lemon torte and Austrian apricot cake
accompanied by a glass of fruit juice. Many thanks go to all who worked
s0 hard, not only on the day setting up everything, but beforehand as well.
There were about 50 ladies present who enjoyed a lovely meal.

Following this, we then had a short official meeting hearing about events
advertised in Berkshire WI News including a visit to Winchester Cathedral
and Christmas Market, a talk by Jean Sheppard about Russia, and the
possibility of a holiday in Jersey. The birthday buttonholes were handed
out. The-Book Club continues to meet, their present book being ‘Tennyson’
by Linda Laplant. The Film Club were unable to find a suitable film.

There being no other business, Margaret then introduced our
entertainment for the afternoon which was a Fashion Show given by four
of our ladies wearing clothes from Bon Marche. The four ladies were: Liz
Hutton, Pat Larkins, Arlene Riley and Barbara Wood. They each wore four
different outfits, casual, two smart casual and something for that special
occasion. All four of them did an excellent job On the Catwalk, even some
twirls as welll!! Afterwards there was the opportunity to buy (or order) the
clothes that had been shown, plus another rail of outfits. Thanks go to the
ladies from Bon Marche who brought along the clothes to our mesting.

After all this excitement, we then had the raffle and a very welcome cup
of tea.

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at St Barnabas
Church Hall, Emmer Green at 2.00 pm and would make any visitors very
welcome.

Caversham Heights
Townswomen’s Guild

November saw Caversham Heights Townswomen's Guild off on a
vicarious trip to the Serengeti Park and Nduku area of Tanzania with Nigel
Glover Wright.

In stark contrast, the social studies group were taken to the Falkland
Islands in winter by R Snailham. This followed a Brief history of the Dismal
Trade by A Miles our local undertaker-not as dismal as it sounded!

The subsidiary groups had a couple of visits to the cinema, walks,
lunches and scrabble afternoons.

With Christmas fast approaching, November ended with a coffee and
mince pie morning at the home of our chairman, Mrs Hazel New, and a trip
to the Bath Christmas market.

The next meeting will be on December 15th with mince pies.

There is no meeting in January.

Caversham Horticultural Society

After another successful year of public talks, garden outings and not
forgetting September’s autumn show, the final 2016 event is the Christmas
party. Join us on Wednesday 7th December at Caversham Primary School,
Hemdean Road for seasonal musical entertainment by the Barfield Hand
Bell Ringers. This event starts at 7.45pm. Non members entry fee is
£3.00.

With winter coming on one might assume that the society’s committee
members would like their gardening to enter a state of hibernation. Not
s0. The 2017 series of public talks have to be organised and so do the
two garden outings. In addition, stock taking and ordering of gardening
sundries such as compost need to be done for the new season which
opens on Saturday 4th February. Seed potatoes will then be on sale to
members. Early plans for next year's autumn show to be held on Saturday
2nd September are also under way.

The society is open to all gardeners residing within the RG4 postal district
i.e. from Caversham to Sonning Common. What do we offer to gardeners?
As mentioned the society organises a series of talks on gardening topics
by visiting speakers. Talks in 2016 included practical topics such as using
non chemical pest and disease control to a romp through history of garden
seats. The majority of these talks are free to members so just attending
two will recoup one's annual membership fee. Caversham Primary School
is the venue for this series of talks.

Membership offers the opportunity to use the trading shed to purchase
items at very favourable prices. Roffey's compost is considered by many
members as being far superior to rival brands offered by DIY stores and
local garden centres.

Annual membership is £5 for a household and £3 for people over 60.
To become a member in 2017 either contact our membership secretary
erae@harpsolutions.co.uk (0118 947 0510) or via our web site www.
caversham_horticultural.org.uk. Afternatively visit our trading shed on the
Oakley Road allotments next to the veterinary surgery. The trading shed is
open every Saturday between February and October from 10 to 11.30am.
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Free Estimates
COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443 ‘

M.]. GODDARD
Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD

CAVERSHAM

READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

A.F. JONES | | CIVERSHAMBRIDGE

Would you fke 1 bave this paper

MASTER elere i you mosly
MASONS Email o5 2t cavershambrideznews € gmail com

£VIng your name and addess

Craftsmen in Stone
Abermatvely copiesof s peper ca be

BEDFORD RD uuchased et from
READING e Tamesie P Ofice
Telephone N

0118 957 3537 | | (et Cordm L

TOMALIN & SON

Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES. OXON, RG9 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

ARy

Independent family funeral directors and
monumental masons.

[SA1 ¥}
+ 24 Hour assistance u
« 4 Offices with parking
+ Competitively priced
« Flowers by telephone and on-line
« Stone memorials

+ Pre-paid funeral plans

Caversham 0118 9477 007

Reading 0118 9573 650

Branches: Bracknell, Henley-on-Thames, Wokingham, Thatcham
www.abwalker.co.uk




BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

» under

ush with our state

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07936 S66317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

KNentwood 3atd¢n Sexvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Hedge-cutting Patios

Turfing Fencing

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham

Reading RG4 7LU
= (0118) 947 2164

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights.
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term andréspite care for
Older People 65 years and over, Dignity andichoice is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full fange of shops
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by.
SUMMERFIELD is registered with the.CQC (Care Quality
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual,
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk

www.caversham.org.uk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
Caversham and
beyond.
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1Electrics

Caversham Electrician
All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

ONE TO ONE
computer
fraining

for all ages &
abilities
using your own
computer,
laptops or tablet
Anne Garrison
0118 947 4244

AnneGatrison.co.uk

PLASTERER

Domestic and Commercial
Experienced & Reliable
Local references available

For a free quotation telephone
Luti Zylfo: 07766 668092

Fireplace &Y,
F;v\agicﬁa.&

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk
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Be driven in comfort

Ray Noble

Proprietor

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS
Airports * Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @jwexeccars.co.uk

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service
Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,
Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Sdduna crv & Guie vee & eme (EnG)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | ON8 947 3560

amysclearanceservice @ hotmail.co.uk

For

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395
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GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

* Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

Occasions

23c¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates

]mr]
No Job Too Small U

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55 @btinternet.com

ARRIVE

in style
In our vintage
Route Master
1964 Double
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings,
School Proms,
special
occasions or
a nostalgic trip.
Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760

barrywoolford@icloud.com
www.pasttime.co.uk
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