Lift high the cross at St Margaret S

Members of the congregation of St Margaret’s Church, Mapledurham, are
most grateful for a recent grant of £13,000 from the Government’s Listed
Places of Worship Roof Repair Fund. Approval came just in time as there
was an urgent need to replace worn tiles on the roof of the tower and the
nave of this Grade One listed building and the church could not afford to
fund the full cost itself. A close inspection by the church’s architect, Robin
Nugent, indicated that the lead flashing protecting a large Celtic cross directly
above the chancel step needed urgent attention and the cross itself, weighing
well over a hundred kilos, was soon likely to come crashing down through
the ceiling below as the oak support beneath it had rotted away.

It is most probable that the cross was placed there during the extensive
alterations and additions to the church in 1863, when the well known
Tractarian architect, William Butterfield, was instructed by the then vicar, the
Revd Richard Coleridge. Unfortunately, Mr Coleridge and Mr Butterfield
went well beyond the faculty granted by the diocese at the time and much of
the work went undocumented. Butterfield was one of the great exponents
of the Gothic revival and a most prolific architect. Among his many admired
works are Keble College in Oxford, All Saints’ Church, Margaret Street in
London and the Cathedral of the Isles, Great Cumbrae in Scotland.

The Revd Richard Coleridge was a nephew of the poet, Samuel Taylor
Coleridge, and had been an exact contemporary of Edward Pusey, a founder
of the Tractarian Movement, at Eton College. He was a co-founder of
St Augustine’s Missionary College in Canterbury and, before coming to st Margaret's Church.
Mapledurham, had been a very popular master at Eton and was married to
a daughter of Dr John Keate, the College’s longest serving headmaster. Mr
Coleridge bore the total cost of the 1863 restoration of St Margaret’s from
his own resources.

The most recent work was carried out by Stone Technical Services Group
Ltd of Darlington who had recently carried out remedial work on St Paul’s
Cathedral and on Westminster Abbey’s chapter house. The cross was taken
to their Durham workshop and returned, looking just as good as it did when
first placed on the roof.

Peter Stratton, a churchwarden at St Margaret’s, who supervised the
contract on behalf of the parish, was very pleased to see the work completed.
He said, “The cross is a clear sign of our Christian fellowship here and will
be appreciated by all who visit this peaceful location at Mapledurham in this
beautiful part of South Oxfordshire”.

St Margaret’s is a pilgrim church and is open every day throughout the year
for Sunday worship and for private prayer and meditation. There has been
a place of Christian worship on the site for well over 900 years. One of its
previous vicars was the Revd John Bird Sumner, who later became Bishop
of Chester and, subsequently, Archbishop of Canterbury. He was succeeded
at St Margaret’s by the Revd Lord - Augustus FitzClarence, a natural son of
King William IV and the only known son. of a British monarch to have been
ordained in the Church of England. More recently, St Margaret’s achieved
universal fame by featuring extensively in the film The Eagle has Landed,
which featured Sir Michael Caine, Jenny Agutter and Donald Sutherland.

The cross is safely back in position on the roof of the nave.
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239,

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Marion Pyke

Tel: 947 5834

Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265

Revd Penny Cuthbert Tel: 07825 331810
Revd Judith Ryder Tel: 9473783

Riverside Church (Reading)
www.riversidechurchreading.co.uk
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Secretary: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY

Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Minister Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353

Email Secretary: sue.cantwell@cavershambaptist
church.org.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Crispin Fairbaimn tel 9474529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican, Ro-
man Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and Mapledur-
ham for the local community.
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TALKING POINT

by John Ogden

A few years ago | joined a number of my old school friends at a dinner to mark fifty
years since we moved out into the big wide world. Strangely, it was not so much the faces
that | remembered, but the voices.

This year we have been remembering the Battle of the Somme, a key battle in the First
World War, evoking both awe and reverence and, for many, incalculable sadness. The
voices of the fallen are silent. Through photographs we can see their faces, but very few
can now be remembered as voices. It is surely important that we listen for those voices,
to understand what they believed they were fighting for.

This is not just about memories of people, as if it were a family album. It is not to be
dismissed simply as ‘living in the past’, eking out precious memories of years gone by,
lest too soon they fade altogether. We remember, we listen for those voices, in order to
live our own lives better in the present moment. As we salute them for their sacrifice in
the service of the values, the human and social treasures, that have shaped our nation,
we are prompted to ask ourselves a very serious question. To what extent do we, in our
present national life, continue to sustain those values, those treasures? It is surely idle to
profess solemn remembrance for those who made sacrifices if in our daily living we fail
to honour and cherish that for which they were willing to give life and limb.

But wait a minute! Those Veterans of the First World War certainly gave their lives
for a cause, but we must surely ask ourselves: what exactly was the shape of the world
and of their own society that they were willing to give their lives for? Watching television
series like Downton Abbey is no doubt wonderfully entertaining and enlightening but
does it represent a world which we must preserve for all time? Can we imagine our
contemporary soldiers sharing precisely that vision of what is worth dying for?

So, how do we hear those distant voices, speaking to us across four or perhaps
five generations? The intervening century has brought change and we are warned that
these processes of change are continuing apace. Across the world people have been
rallying around ideas and projects which we may find admirable, or horrifying. Part of
our responsibility to the past is, | believe, to ask questions about how our values, our
social treasures, can be sustained through change, possibly dramatic change. A prime
example can be found in the pattern of good neighbourliness which we have shown to
people fleeing persecution. Do we regard that as a worthy social treasure? If so, how do
we sustain it in our own day?

We remember the past in order to shape our approach to a changing global order. The
nature of power and conflict are both changing. What pattern of warfare might emerge?
What pattern of peace might emerge? Would it be something that we could recognise as
‘peace’? What might be our nation’s role in future conflagrations? If we need to ask more
generations of young people to stand ready to make sacrifices, how are we to ensure that
those demands are made in good faith, and for good reasons? It comes back, doesn't it,
to those values, those social treasures

Revd Dr John Ogden is a retired Methodist Presbyter
He has been active in Caversham since 2001

Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood and visits to the sick
or housebound. If you would like to
give to the community by joining us
as a volunteer driver or as a visitor,

then do get in touch with us.

iy

www.cavershamgoadneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466

Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 BAX
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SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Matins st and 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
9.30am Holy Communion 1st, 2nd and 4th Sundays
6.30pm  Evensong

St John’s, Gosbrook Road
9.30am  Holy Communion Ist, 3rd and 4th Sundays
9.30am  All Age Worship 2nd Sunday
Fifth Sunday Services as advertised

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Morning Worship 1st Sunday
Holy Communion 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays

St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am  Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am  The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm  Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am  Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (1st Sunday of Month)

RIVERSIDE CHURCH(READING)
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Cayersham
10.00am  Moming Worship & Teaching

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street
10.30am Morning Worship each Sunday

8.00pm  House of Prayer (praise and prayer) —

2nd Sunday each month

Messy Church — for all the family

Fourth Sunday of the month

3.45pm

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am  Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm  Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue
Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the
month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Cayersham

9.30am  Sunday School

11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the December 2016 issue should be
sent to Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham Parish
Office by Monday 31st October. The date for the January
2017 issue is Monday 28th November. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

Advertising copy for the December 2016 issue should be
sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper Warren Avenue,
Caversham by Friday 28th October. The date for the
January 2017 issue is Friday 25th November.

PARISH OFFICES

PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 BAX
Tuesday and Friday 9.30am to 2pm  ©

Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary(@ctmparish.org.uk
ST BARNABAS f—_

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8,30am-10.30um

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk
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Simon Porter & Co
Chartered Accountants

® Businesses
* VAT, Payroll

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

 Self Assessment
e Companies

(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

DMDPB #

Building and Roofing Specialist
Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL.
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &
storage facilities

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:
« Children's parties / Family celebrations
 Classes / gs / Sales & ibiti
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

* Top brand name flooring at lowest price
* Samples to view on your home/office day/evening
* Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
* Fast turn around on fitting if required
* Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and install: Amtico
Carpets - Laminate - Wood - Vinyl
Non-slip and more...

Local Knowledge
Local People

AtWalmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations
that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contact us for a valuation of your home and for
some sound advice on the local property market.

0118 947 0511 and email sales@walmsley.co.uk

Walmsley

@ @ f walmsley.co.uk

Reading RESCUE targets
Caversham

A popular arca along the River Thames and an alleyway in Caversham receiv
autumn RESCUE event in October.
Employees from Thames Water and IHS Markit, of Henley-on-Thames, joined the council’s Streetcare team in the

ed a deep clean during this year’s

clean-up events on 6th and 7th October.

Thames Water volunteers were litter picking along the River Thames near their headquarters at Clearwater Court,
R eading Bridge, on Thursday 6th October.

The following day, IHS Markit staff and the council’s Streetcare team were working on the long alleyway which
runs from Henley Road to Chiltern Road in Caversham. Volunteers on the day were more than welcome. (

Reading RESCUE events are held in association with Thames Water in the spring and autumn every year and
communities across the borough are encouraged to get involved.

Councillor Liz Terry, Reading’s lead member for neighbourhoods, said:

“Reading RESCUE brings together volunteers and neighbours all with a common purpose - improving their local
arca.

“Residents working together on cleaning their streets, footpaths, grass verges and alleyways can help transform the
look of their neighbourhoods.”

Neeti Bindra, community investment co-ordinator at Thames Water, said:

“As a major employer in Reading it’s important for us to make sure our surroundings are well cared for. Reading
RESCUE is a great community event which allows us to participate and engage with local people and it really does
make a difference to the town.”

CADRA open meeting on Primary Health Care

The
Association

Residents’
meeting  this

Caversham and  District
(CADRA)
autumn will be at 7.45pm on Tuesday 22nd
November in Thameside School Hall, Harley
Road, Andy
Chairman of the North and West Reading
Clinical Commissioning Group, will talk about
the challenges facing Primary Health Care. More
information can be found at the commissioning
group’s
nhs.uk/

Healthwatch Reading - the independent
consumer champion for health and social care -

open

 Bible Fr'\ends'v-w

Caversham. Dr Ciecierski,

Hezikiah and Isaiah

King Hezekiah was very ill. He talked to

God. "l have always tried to do what you
wanted,” King Hezekiah said, crying
because he was so sad and he felt so
poorly.

website, http://www.nwreadingceg.

God sent his messenger Isaiah to talk to
the king. “God has heard you,” Isaiah
explained. “He will make you well again. In
three days’ time you will be well enough to walk around. You will
even be able to go to worship God in the Temple.” Then Isaiah told
the servants what to do to make Hezekiah better.

will give a summary of its latest projects looking
into people’s experiences of GP and A&E
services, and also explain how it helps individuals
resolve their NHS complaints. More information
on Healthwatch Reading can be found at the
website http://healthwatchreading.org.uk/

And three days later, Hezekiah
was better! He was so well that
he could go to worship God in the
Temple. God had kept his promise.
Everyone is welcome to attend. It is also
a good opportunity to learn more about
CADRA’s work locally and to take out or renew
membership. Healthy associations always need a

2 Kings 20:1-11
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strong membership and local involvement. Do VY VS 2
ISR iy, Y

come and see us, or visit www.cadra.org.uk for

more information.
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Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.com
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CANCER SUPPORT

This annual event, or rather a series of events, is held
towards the end of September. Anyone who wishes to
support Macmillan Cancer Support is welcome to arrange
a coffee morning to raise money for the charity. Many such
events were held in and around Caversham, and we have
received information about a number of them.

A coffec morming was held at Caversham Bowls Club,
and this was combined with a book sale. Many books and
cakes were donated, and the Bowls Club would like to thank
everyone who attended or contributed for their support which
was much appreciated. Attendees included the Reading east
MP, Rob Wilson. Over £300 was raised for the charity. The

Serving coffee and cakes at St Peter’s church

(CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER 201¢

The Biggest Coffee Morning

in the World

unsold books (there were just a few!) will be circulated to
other good causes in the area.

A coffee morning was held at St Peter’s church, when
members of the St Peter’s flower team and craft group joined
in the nationwide fundraiser for Macmillan The World’s
Biggest Coffec Morning, on Friday September 30th. Coffee,
homemade cakes, scones and biscuits were served. A raffle
was held and a competition to guess the number of spots on a

cake was won by a member of the craft group with a guess of

450, the nearest to the actual number 495. Thanks to those
who attended on the day and also donated money for cakes
after services on the following Sunday. £280 was raised.

The Social Side of Our Lady and St Anne’s church and the
Parents Staff Association of St Anne's School joined forces
to arrange a Macmillan Coffee Morning in the Cenacle.
A splendid array of biscuits and cakes large and small were
donated by parishioners and parents.

There was a constant stream of visitors wanting to help
a good cause and to enjoy a cup of tea or coffee and a tasty
cake.

Some people took the opportunity to buy advent calendars
or greetings cards from the Phoenix Cards stall, different to
the ones available in the shops.

By 11.30 a successful social occasion was over, apart
from the clearing up, and a tidy sum had been raised for the
Macmillan Cancer Support.

Friendship, food and fun were the key words when a
resident at Lyefield Court, Emmer Green opened her home

Customers enjoying chat, drinks and cakes at St Anne’s.

on two days, and with the help of her daughter welcomed
fellow residents and friends to join her for coffee or tea and
cakes. All the cakes had been donated. There was a raffle —
always popular — and a box for donations.

On cach occasion the rooms were filled with people
welcoming the opportunity to meet up with friends. £772
was raised for Macmillan Cancer Support.

A coffee morning held at St John’s church raised over
£200 for the charity.

g Mrs Samantha Vistuer
< BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

From coms to in-growing toe nails, foot pain fo veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

For a Clinic or Home appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly

Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

4 Advertise your Business or Event
ke in this sized space
from £8.80/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55@btinternet.com

Thursday® is

Fisherman day!

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience

Bathrooms

Sjreeﬁes al

Complete Design & Installation Service

Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom

7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames

Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@steepalbathrooms.co.uk

www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

City and Guilds qualified

Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

“or a professional job and free quote ring:

‘every Thursday 2pim - 6pm

The cofé In Caversham Heights- named after Saint Andrew the ftsherman.
St Andrew's Church Hall, Aibert Rond, Caversham, RG4 TPL

CXON

Healing - Plumbing - Renewables

Heating & Plumbing Engineers
Domestic - Commercial

01491410110 07921 468 536

ENERGY“”

Design - Installation - Service & Maintenance

info@oxonenergy.com www.oxonenergy.com

ELECTRICAL
+=
Why should you wo '7

install Solar PV?

REAN
You can achieve
payback of 12% from your investment

ARG

/i
."I/
!

0118 967 7033

info(@

electrical.co.uk

www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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Guarantees
a better deal
for Third World

Producers

FAIRTRADE

SCCS Christmas
Concert

The 100 member strong South Chiltern
Choral Society, conducted by Paul Burke and
accompanied on the piano by lan Westley,
will be performing Mass of the Children by
John Rutter with the wonderful Hawkedon
Primary School Choir. After the interval,
there will be a selection of favourite carols and
songs for choir and audience.

Two concerts will be held, on Saturday
10th December at 7.30pm and Sunday 11th
December at 2pm, at Chiltern Edge School,
Reades Lane, Sonning Common, RG4 9LN,
where there is free parking and wheelchair
Tickets will cost £12 (under 21s
£6) including interval refreshments and will
be available via the choir’s website www.
southchilternchoralsociety.org.uk or the box
office on 07500 032840 nearer the concert
date.

access.

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £18.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55 @btinternet.com

FAIR TRADE
Sale

You are invited to a Fair Trade Sale on Friday 18th November, 9am
to 9pm and Saturday 19th November, 9.30am to 2pm at 97 South View
Avenue, Caversham.

There will be a wide range of Traideraft stock, Christmas cards and
giftwrap, Fair trade gifts and jewellery for sale, also teas, coffees and
chocolates. Refreshments will be available.
contact Phil and Pam Chatfield, tel:

pchatfield@waitrose.com

For details, 947 2444,

e-mail:

St Peter’s Church Christmas Market
The Christmas market will take place in the church on Saturday
10th December from 10am to 12.30pm. Hand-made Christmas gifts,
decorations and other items will be on sale.
There will be a raffle, a tombola, refreshments, and games and
activities for children. Money raised will be used to support Christian

Aid’s Refugee Crisis Appeal.

St John’s Church
Christmas Fair

The Christmas fair will be held on Saturday 19 November at 2pm at

St John's church, Gosbrook Road. Stalls will include cakes, books, raffle,

tombola, preserves etc.

Reading Haydn Choir

The Reading Haydn Choir will perform Handel's Messiah, one of

Britain’s best-loved choral works, at St John’s Church, Victoria Road,
Mortimer, RG7 3SY on 12th November 2016 at 7.30pm. The conductor
is Mandy Kesel, and the choir will be accompanied by lan Westley, with
orchestral musicians from Sinfonia Musicisti.

Ticket prices: adults/concessions £14//12 on the door (L1 off for
advanced sales), under 17 £5, under 12 free.

Tickets are available via the website www.haydnchoir.org.uk or on
the door.

24 houf caring
Pre-paid Funeral P
Memorials

157-161 Caversham Road, Reading, Berkshire. RG1 8BB

GOSBROOK ROAD
METHODIST

| CHURCH

CAVERSHAM

CHRISTMAS
AR

Sat. Dec.3rd 2016
2pm - 4pm

Cakes, Jams, Books,
Linen, Knitting, Gifts
Tombola, Bric-a-brac
Raffle, Refreshments.
ENTRANCE FREE

Short-Term Therapy - Long Term

Results PIANO LESSONS

S Ko . oy e ‘ Available from an

British As experienced teacher,

ex-concert planist

Payc h/u erapist/Counselion All levels taught

Call Janet on 01189 464085 Your house or mine
email; janetekent@ntiworld.com (Steinway grand)

Anna: 07568 377731
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Friendly West
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ounting and taxation se
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ums. For a free
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to you
monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com giving
your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased
either from
Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street and Caversham Library

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd

Electrical Installation Contractors

@ Established Electrical Installation Company
with an Excellent Reputation

® Commercial and Domestic Installations

@ Specialists in Electrical Testing,
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

@ Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems

® Planned, Preventative and
Reactive Electrical Maintenance

@ Fully NIC EIC Accredited

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires, including
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2

01189 790171

07909 434515
nickwright@elpelectrical.com
“~._ Wwww.elpelectrical.com

T¥No>

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE

Open 9.30am to 2.30pm on Tuesdays
in St John's Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading




isitors to the Autumn Fair at Caversham Heights Methodist
Church on November 12th will be providing support to help
raisc money for people with head injuries. The Fair, which
runs from 11.00am to 2.00pm, will be raising money for
Headway Thames Valley. There will be a variety of stalls,

including such brain-teasers as ‘guess the weight of the cake’, and ‘number
of sweets in the jar'. In addition to this there will be plenty of opportunities
to buy all sorts of items for your house, from indoor plants, bric-a-brac and
second-hand books to games and toys.

Also as the festive season approaches, why not visit the Christmas stall
for some Christmas decorations, cards and paper. Refreshments will also be
provided, for those who wish to take a rest from browsing. If you like the
cakes on offer, you will not be able to resist visiting the cake stall to take
another home with you. There will also be a selection of home-made jam,
marmalade and chutneys.

Caversham Heights Methodist Church has always been keen to raise
money for charities both home and abroad. In recent years they have raised
money for a school in Southern Africa with links to a former minister, and
also Riding for Disabled at Wyfold. Headway Thames Valley is a Henley-
based charity that secks to improve life after brain injury for the survivor and
their families, as well as campaigning to try and reduce the incidence of brain
injury across the Thames Valley.

If you succumb to a brain injury either through illness or trauma, it can
challenge every aspect of your life. Things you feel are second-nature can be
gone in an instant, and may or may not return; walking, talking, thinking
and feeling. It means losing the life that you once lived, and the person you

ardiners

NURSING'AND HOMECARE

Since 1968, Gardiner's has supplied experienced and reliable

once were; however, you are a survivor and with

the help of Headway Thames Valley, they will help.

you find a new you, a new life, and new challenges
to strive for. For more information on Headway
and its work, visit the website www.headway.org.
uk.

Why not go along to Caversham Heights on
the Saturday, I am sure across the stalls everyone
will find something they can buy, and think of the
valuable support you are giving to a worthy local

charity.

Tom Birch

Tom Birch, who sustained a serious brain injury
while serving in the Royal Marines in Afghanistan
says:

“My brain injury will always be with me, but
Headway has heJped me rebuild my life. With the
right help and support, there can be life after brain
injury.”

At Headway, people use insight and care to
help survivors regain some quality of life through
a wide range of services, including rehabilitation
programmes, carer support, social re-integration,
community outreach and respite care.

On a national level, Headway provides a range

. SRR
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Caversham Heights Methodist
Church supports Headway

of frontline services to help those affected by brain
injury, including:
» a freephone helpline (0808 800 2244, helpline
(@hcadway.org.uk);
*» a comprehensive award-winning website
containing information and factsheets on all
aspects of brain injury (www.headway.org.uk)
an award-winning range of booklets and
publications designed to help people understand
and cope with the effects of brain injury;
an emergency fund to assist people dealing
with the financial implications in the immediate
aftermath of a brain injury;
Headway Acute Trauma Support (HATS) nurses
to support families whose loved ones are in the
acute stage of care following brain injury.
Headway organises an annual ‘Hats for Headway’
competition to help raise awareness of the charity,
when supporters of the charity design and wear
their millinery creations. The pictures show some
of the entries for this year’s event.

Hats for Headway

nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. . P
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 80z 0118 9476666

HEMDEAN HOUSE SCHOOL

Independent day school

for boys and girls, 3 -11 years

web-sile:

WILL WRITING and POWER OF ATTORNEY
At YOUR HOME
There is no charge for my time/advice
Caroline Hurst - Assured Legacies Ltd.
01189 261709 / 07804 586716

carolinehurst@carolinehurst.plus.com

SWING DANCE CLASSES

Partner dancing to swing/jazz music of the
1920s to present

Easy-going & friendly classes in Lindy Hop,
Jitterbug & Jive, Every Tuesday &
Thursday from 7.30 pm

Watlington House Hall, Watlington Street
RG1 4RJ (Entry via South Street)

No need to bring a partner; Absolute
beginners very welcome: Plenty of on-site
parking

More details www.alljazzedup.com; S
info@alljazzedup.com '

ALL JAZZED UP

/

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

A

e

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered
Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military
All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294
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Alpha at

St Barnabas

The next Alpha Course at St Barnabas Church, Emmer Green will begin with an introductory evening,
including a supper, on Monday ‘)thjammry 2017 at 7pm in the Parish Centre. The course will then run
cach Monday evening for 10 weeks, starting with a meal, followed by a DVD on a specific topic and then
a time for discussion. We would hope to finish by 9.30pm.

Alpha is a practical introduction to the Christian faith. Alpha is for everyone, especially those wanting

to investigate Christianity, new Christians, newcomers to the church and those wanting to brush up on

the basics.

If you would like to find out more, we are a holding an Alpha launch supper on Monday 21st
November at 7pm in the Parish Centre. You would be very welcome to join us and meet former Alpha

guests.

If you are interested in attending cither the Alpha launch supper or the Alpha course, please contact
Marianne on 0118 947 9708 or email alpha@saintbarnabas.org.uk.

With Michelle

Dance Yourself Fit!

FITSTEPS is an exciting fitness class that uses Latin and
Ballroom dance steps.
THURSDAYS 12-1pm at St.Barnabas Church Hall, Emmer
Green. £5 per class.
FIRST CLASS FREE WITH THIS ADVERT!
www.fitstepswithmichelle.c
07970555154

Alan Ward

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

@nne
arrison

Web Design
Attractive, Affordable, Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

TSN

* Most makes repaired
+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer
+ Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer

repairs too.
- 30 years experience / guaranteed work
+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:

07773 750321 daytime work hours

0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information
For more information, updates & price pl
please visit my website: www.awmronline.com

St Barnabas Church

There has been much happening over recent
months at St Barnabas Church. Two fund raising
events were held relating to a Summer Fair and also
a furniture sale.

For the past 18 months the Rev David Little has
been the associate priest at the church. His ministry
has been a great blessing to us all. On a very wet
evening in September, a contingent of church
members travelled across the town to attend the
installation of David as the Team Vicar of Loddon
Reach Benefice. The church was full and, as ever,
the Bishop of Reading preached a thoughtful
and challenging sermon. David’s two sons read
the lessons with aplomb. The congregation at St
Barnabas wished David well in the belief that he
will find his niche in his new ministry.

The Harvest Festival service was held on the first
Sunday of October with the young and young at
heart joining in to make a joyful noise unto the
Lord.

Forthcoming events are the annual All Souls
service on the 6th November at 4.30pm, and a
return visit from the Gratis Choir. This concert is
being held on the 26th November at 7.30pm at
which there is no charge. All are welcome to this
double celebration of music and the restoration of
the church organ which has been away for some
considerable time and is now back in situ.

Tadley Band at St John'’s

St John’s Church was filled with the sound of
brass on Friday 16th September when it hosted a
brass band concert presented by the Tadley Band,
conducted by the band’s leader Stewart Lewens.

The programme featured selections from
Cabaret, Les Miserables, Burt Bacharach and Elvis
Presley, with other favourites from Walt Disney
and Richard Rodgers, and the finale to Sullivan’s
Pineapple Poll. There was a memorable picce which
blended Procol Harum’s A Whiter Shade of Pale with
Bach’s Air on @ G string, an unlikely combination
but one which the band proved worked very well.

The Tadley Band is a traditional
English brass band which was formed
) around 1875, when it was known as

the Tadley Silver Gospel Temperance
Band.

The band consists of about 25 players who come
from all walks of life and travel from far aficld to be
part of the band.

The musical director 1s Stewart Lewins, who was
appointed in 2014,

Reading Family Aid - Toys and
Teens Appeal

Reading Family Aid was officially established as a charity in 1993 but has
actually been bringing smiles to the faces of disady: aintaged local children since
the 1950s. The charity was set up to help children living with poverty, drugs,
abuse, illness or disability, principally through the annual Toys and Teens
Appeal but also, budget permitting, outings throughout the year.

The charity’s annual appeal collects and redistributes new, or as new, toys
at Christmas to dis: idvantaged families who have been nominated by social
workers and support organisations across the Reading area.

This year the appeal kicked off on Thursday 20th October when over
30 toy collection points came into operation across the Reading area, from
Theale to Twyford and from Winnersh and Emmer Green to Shinfield. The
collection points will remain open until Sunday 4th December after which
scores of volunteers will sort, pack and deliver over 10,000 donated items to
their grateful recipients.

Of course, none of this would be possible without the support of local
volunteers and businesses such as Big Yellow who provide free storage facilities
and Rabbits who provide vans to deliver all the gifts.

Last year the appeal delivered gifts to 1,500 children from over 600 families
and, with the help of the local community, we aim to achieve the same again
in 2016.

The full list of donation points is available at www.readingfamilyaid.org. If
you would like to get involved with volunteering, please contact us at info(@
ReadingFamilyAid.org.

ALEX LOWTH

Garden Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an Overbaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to Re-plan and Re-plant?

Reliable Service
* One-off jobs: Gardens overhauled, major cut back or pruning,
* Plants for places advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.

* Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

Gill Madeley nator.

Garden Design & Maintenance |

* Garden Design * Planting
* Maintenance * Advice
» Seasonal Clearance

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
t.0118 947 1178 m. 07971 742 053
gillmadeleygardendesign@sky.com

The Caversham Rewards Card
Save Money by Shopping Locally

Join the Caversham Rewards

| programme and you'll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when

| you shop, dine and use services

CAvutsnAM RNA'DS ’ within the area. Our member
p2bq 082b 1000 U= 1c | businesses include restaurants,
Zoe Ellis e | cafes, dry cleaners, health clubs,
- B‘f | specialist shops, professional
: e services and many more

Support your local traders and start saving today!
4 T ister visit a member business directly, call us on:
(’\‘0 register vi

i

¢ L

0844 5250475

or sign up online at
www.cavershamrewards.co.uk
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i Jerry's Odd Jobs
& House and Garden
Eall s Mainienance & Repairs
S Decorating inside and out
Flal Pack Assembly
Ahermatively copies o ths paper can be Bicycle Repairs
purchased cither from
Caversham Thameside Parish Office, Ring Jerry
Church Street and Caversham Library 0774 695 9463

No Foards Barrned

Is your stuff driving you mad?

A new service run by.a husband & wife team
can help you, or someone you know, to work
on your baggage and deal with:

o A L +Hoarding issues
‘: ll « Overwhelming paperwork
« Goods or interests that seem to have taken

over

F
v

We can offer straightforward assistance with decluttering or
‘ alternatively a sensitive support package which includes counselling
to help you to explore your need to hang onto things.
BACP registered, insured and CRB/DBS checked. People you can trust!

Please contact Anita or Steve Rathgay to discuss your particular
requirements and the cost. 07890 592103 or 018 9484521.
berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

"= + Comprehensive eye
. examinations

* Full contact lens service
+ Free specs for children

+ Extensive range of
designer frames

Bl - Main agent for Zeiss
- r and Rodenstock lenses
Free parking

0118 947 2099

www,robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)

Noah’s Ark mural

uring the summer, @ wonderful transformation was
made to the library corridor at St Anne’s school. An
uninspiring shade of magnolia was replaced by an
eye-catching mural representing the story of Noah'’s
Ark.

It was the work of Mrs Anne Orife. She has two children at
the school and she volunteered to work on making the corridor
a more cheerful place for the children to walk along.

She suggested
using the story of
Noah’s Ark to the
headteacher who was
delighted at the idea.
Mrs Orife worked on
the project for several
months whenever she
had free time, using
left over paint donated
by parents and buying
what she needed to
finish  the project.
She loved hearing
the comments made
by the children as the
mural progressed.
They enjoyed looking
for the pairs of animals
and putting names to
them.

Photographs taken
in the corridor hardly
do justice to the
paintings but they give an idea of the scale and scope of the
wonderful mural - a labour of love indeed.

Reading - Dusseldorf
Churches

In 2017 we will be welcoming church members from Diisseldorf,
Reading’s twin city in Germany, in the week 19th-26th August. This
twinning, one of the oldest in the country, has its 70th anniversary in
2017. You could enjoy getting involved by joining our outings and oth-
er celebrations, being a host for one or two of our visitors, inviting them
to your church services and other events, or going with us to Diisseldorf
in 2018.

Most of our guests will speak good English — if you know some Ger-
man, so much the better. If you would like to know more, then come to
our Information Meeting at St Michael’s Church, Tilehurst, RG30 4JX
at 8pm on Friday 11 November 2016. This is preceded by our inter-
denominational service at 7pm and bring & share buffet at 7.30pm

For more information about Reading’s friendship with Diisseldorf,
visit www.reading-dusseldorf.org.uk
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St. Barnabas \
PARISH CENTRE

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN

Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee,

\ gg:lnv;ar?;nonand
JOHN WOOLDRIDGE
PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central heat-
ing, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic
Richard Weatherall BSc OST

REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions

For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092.

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Foot Health Practitioner

Foot Health care in your
own home

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work
Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
- www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com
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ARUM TREE SURGEONS

W TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES ““gmow

* Tree removal, tree pruning e
e Trees supplied and planted e
® Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

Need help with tasks other

9N than personal care?

Activities such as:

Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding

Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering

Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and DBS
checked.

Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103

Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com

your choice

[l B2 o

A1 incl picture £195 A3 incl picture £85
A2 incl picture £110 A4 incl picture £55

Tel: 0118 946 4445

4 Sond Rond, Caversham, Reading RG4 BEH
Emalil: cpsprintreading@gmail.com

www.cavtiles.co.uk

Ceramic and Porcelain

Undertile heating in stock
Free parking
Local delivery

0118 9543315

Paged

THE PRIORY

In recent weeks I have been glancing with interest through the wire fence, looking at the building work going on at the

corner of Hemdean Road and Rectory Road. This was the site of the house called The Priory,

Priory Avenue.

which gave its name to

It never was a priory, but it stood on the site of the building that in the Middle Ages belonged to Notley Abbey, which
was near Thame. It had the extraordinary name of The Portaryens, which I have never seen explained and may be the

Anglicisation of a Latin name.

Notley was endowed with the church, the Chapel of
Our Lady of Caversham, the holy well on Priest Hill,
and the chapel on the great bridge at Caversham. The
Portaryens was the lodging of the Canon of Caversham
and his servants, who looked after things and collected the
offerings from the pilgrims. Dr London, who was Warden
of New College Oxford, arrived on the orders of Henry
VIII to supervise the demolition of Chapel of Our Lady
and to seize its statue, treasures and holy relics. He wrote
that ‘at Caversham there is a proper lodging where the
Canon lay, with a fair garden and orchard . . . The Canon
had nothing to do but keep the chapel and receive the
offerings.” He was telling his masters what they wanted to
hear, of course.

In the Central Library is an unpublished History of [¢
Caversham by Sarah Tate, well worth delving into. In 1965,
a couple of years before it was demolished, she had visited
The Priory. Among much else, she reports that the stone wall of the
sitting-room was very thick — unusual because there is no good building
stone in the area, so this must have been a house of some importance.
The scullery was reached down steps from the kitchen, and had once been
a separate building. The cellars were vast and vaulted, and older than the
house itself, leading one to suspect that The Priory may have been built
on the site of the Canon’s lodging.

The Priory had its ghost. In the mid-nineteenth century, when the
house was occupied by the Worthington family, a great-aunt of Mrs Tate,
as a young woman, had gone there to work as a nurse to the children.
She had said that she used to hear strange noises in the night, and that one
morning she had come downstairs and was surprised to find “an elderly
clergyman, dressed in the style of an carlier age” in the room. As she
approached, he disappeared up the chimney!

In the grounds of The Priory but on Church Street, there was another
old building, which was demolished in 1907 for road-widening. The two
map extracts, from 1898 and 1936, suggest that this must be the tiny
building between the C and the H of ‘Church’ on the earlier map. It must
have stood on part of the site of the Day Lewis chemist’s shop and post
office, and it ended its days as a pub called The Bricklayers’ Arms. You
can see how the road-widening would have meant the end of it.

The Central Library’s picture collection has two attractive watercolours
by Julia Bockett showing The Priory in 1832, and a photograph of
people in the garden during the time of the Worthingtons. You can see
them online by finding the ‘Reading library catalogue’ and searching on
‘Caversham priory’.

Happy Wanderer

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH
AUTUMN PROGRAMME
NETWORK FELLOWSHIP
IST SEPTEMBER TO 8TH DECEMBER 2016
(inclusive)
2.30 in the church hall unless otherwise stated
27th October 24th November

Speaker: Mel Lewis — ‘Berkshire Search and Rescue’ Speaker: Jane Whiting — ‘Earley Charities"

8th December
10th November ‘Carol of the Bells'
Speaker: Tony King — ‘Hollywood to Broadway by A Christmas Musical Afternoon in the church
Train' Followed by tea and mince pies.

Peter Robins

Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

@:E. H. HAMLEY & SON=

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality

Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS - CHARTERED
reputa:

SURVEYORS
The local firm with the tion ~ Est 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE? ‘

DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?

DO YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR NOUSE OR
TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

| THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE THE EXCITEMENT OF AN

AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY!

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

« ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSENOLD & OFFICE FURNMITURE
+« COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
« GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
« MOTOR VERICLES
g much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Probate ¢ Family Division « insurence » Austion
We would be pleased to advise without obligation.
See website for fixture list and catalogues
www issuction.co.uk ~ log on and subscribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
S +44 (0)118 950 8611




|
Page 10 CCAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER 2016
@®|
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iR The Caversham Heights While the talk was at times difficltto. o
* Clearing and Cleaning * Guaranteed for 10 years . follow it was nevertheless a fascinating G
« Full Public Liability Insured  Police Checked SOCIety talk for a historian. z
e The society opened its 2016/17 season on 21st September 11,4 society meets on the first and =
Apelcare with an interesting and rather detailed talk by John Brierley on g Wednesdays at 7.30pm for I
PRTNSE N o e The Verney family of Claydon in Buckinghamshire. A story of g from it o ki
garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk love, war and madness in the Civil War. At least that was the Caversham Heights Methodist Church
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978 title that was billed for the evening. In fact it was much more a ;1 on Highmoor Road. Visitors and
tor:a resjantimate commentary on the tumultuous period of social and religious haw members are always welcome.
upheaval in England in the seventeenth century with the story of | cormation can be foun d by contacting
the Verney family loosely set against this background. The tta)lllk Carol Cozens on 946 1509 or via email
was detailed and informative and was based on considerable : ;
! NETLEY LAN DSCAPES research. It was also laced with humour and insights into, and EodZ)(;)sSth %%gtlg;%'?egrc C\)/;; iriosrhjilﬁl@”
Eablehediitle comments on, English society at that time. What was striking g5 thcote.net
was that while historians are aware of the lives of the higher
echelons in society- the monarchy, nobility, aristocracy, and
Garden design and construction the top clergy- remarkably little is known about the lives of the . ®
e 7! H;‘(ﬁgfz,ngay(R':quTCmFWORK common people, the ‘freeborn Englishmen’ and yeomen. experience ®
WALLING, Pl .\NT’mI('; SHRUB AND .TREE CLEAR- The 17th Century was essentially a time Of p0|ltlcal and / ! e .
RN W AR religious upheaval, especially between 1640 and 1660, which | On Sight Optical Lid =" ®
Phone 9461701 saw the English Civil War, the execution of Charles | in 1649, Allframesinclude, as standard, B
www.netleylandscapes.co.uk and the Commonwealth Parliament under Oliver Cromwell. It AFGEVISERICTTER, [yl S =
=== — Ty — | was a period of antagonism against the monarchy and nobility, £18.00 il I
especially the bishops, and there was regicide against Charles . Offerlens stpplamenta from: Erasstiey

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Advertise your Business or Event
in this sized space
from £13.20/month

Contact our Advertising Manager
for further details

0118 947 6958
alanwright55 @btinternet.com

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
Goring, Reading RG8 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Your Local Roofing Company

All Types of Roofing
Tel: 0118 963 9456

Amazingly the country never descended into the anarchy such
as led to the French Revolution. It could so easily have done so
because there was a very clear social hierarchy where 5% of
the population, who had the wealth and power, controlled the
95%, and because men clearly dominated society, though John
Brierley did cite examples of women who showed remarkable
courage and determination in difficult circumstances.

Out of a population of roughly 5 million, 100,000 were either
killed or injured during the Civil War and another one million
lived on charity. The changes that began included the creation
of the Royal Society in 1660 and other scientific organisations,
the creation of banks, the building of great houses for the
landed gentry, many of which were destroyed in the 1950s and
1960s until the National Trust and English Heritage stepped in
to preserve them for the nation. It was also a time of great
diarists such as John Evelyn and Samuel Pepys and following
the Plague and Great Fire of London [1664-66] we saw the
rise of a merchant class and the beginnings of social mobility
and political parties.

We know so much about what was happening because of
the Verney family. They were granted Claydon House by King
John [1165-1216] and were given even more lands by Edward
IV [1867-1413]. As a family they were involved in numerous
battles, for example Sir Edward Verney was the royal standard
bearer who lost his life at the battle of Edgehill [1642] , but
by and large they were more of an ‘in between’ family who
sought to improve the lot of their tenants and employees
rather than seek higher status through the royal court. We
know this because of the findings of Sir Henry Verney who
inherited the Claydon estate in 1827 and found over 100,000
family documents dating back to the 14th century and 30,000
letters that were written during the three years of the Civil War,
equivalent to 60 letters a week! Amongst these papers were
diaries and details of debates in the Houses of Parliament,
strictly forbidden but a mine of information to future historians,
as well as social commentaries on the times.

£55.00
£70.00
£54.00

Bifocals
Varifocals

Transition Reactolite Carry out

repairs and

Free Quotations with no obligation ~ adiustments

Can fit new lenses to your own frame
Extremely

competitive
We specialise in complex and prices

difficult prescriptions
Over 162 Just bring In your prescription.

1140 Henley Road.
Caversham RG4 6DH
101189 476 754
onsighfoplical@biconnect.com

6 PR PR PR R —_—
CURTAINS, BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

Stay-a-while
Lunch Club

The club, which meets on
Mondays at the Caversham. Heights
Methodist church, is in urgent
need of volunteers. Hot meals are
provided for up to 20 members
each week. Cooks and helpers are
urgently needed to work on a rota
basis.

If you can help and for more
information please call Kathy
Munns on 0118 954 6680.
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CLUBS

Probus

The speaker at the August meeting of the Reading
and District Probus Club was Michael Haxelton who
presented a talk entitled Naughty Boy in Bristol and
Birmingham. He regaled us with stories of some of the
scrapes he got into in the two cities in which he lived
while he was growing up, and used these to demonstrate
the effect they had on him in his adult life.

Probus is a club for retired men, who enjoy a meal
once a month in the congenial company of like-minded
men. Lunch is followed by a talk, which may be on a
variety of interesting subjects. The club meets at the
“Caversham Heath Golf Club. For further information
visit the club's website www.probusclub-reading.org.
uk If you are interested in joining, please contact the
secretary David Laird on 0118 9470709.

Reading Gardeners

We have the following talks in November:

On November 2nd, the entertaining and informative
speaker Timothy Walker, former director of Oxford
Botanic Garden, will give a talk called Bordering on
insanity — creating an all year round garden.

On November 16th, the title of the talk to be given by
Sarah and Julian Sutton will be / believe in the Western
Cape. Sarah and Julian have a nursery in Devon where
they specialize in South African plants which they sell
by mail order.

Our meetings are held in Caversham Primary
School, Hemdean Road, and begin with refreshments
at 7.15pm.

Visitors are welcome on payment of £3.

For more information visit the website www.
readinggardenersclub.org.uk

Caversham and Chiltern

Flower Club

On Wednesday November 9th at 6.30pm for 7.30pm
start, we will be holding a Christmas floral presentation
by the national demonstrator Angela Turner entitled All
is calm, all is bright. '

Tickets are £12 in advance or £15 on the door,
refreshments included.

If you are interested in tickets please contact Tricia
on 0118 947 6811 or Lorna on 0118 947 56883.

Rosehill W1

In August we did not have a formal meeting, justa get-
together with a selection of scones for us all to devour
and much chatting —a very enjoyable afternoon.

In  September Vice President Margaret Seal
welcomed all members and. visitors to our meeting.
Margaret had received apologies from Margaret Pyle
and Pat Denney.

Secretary Mary Robinson said she had received
an invitation from Sonning Glebe for two members to
attend their birthday meeting. She also said that the
WI calendar would be on sale in October at a cost of
£4.50. Treasurer Judith Sharp said that she had sent
a donation of £40 to the Denman Appeal and thanked
everyone for their generosity.

The meeting continued with the birthday buttonholes
being distributed, one of which was to Phyllis Clinton,
Scrabble took place twice in September, the Book
Club still has a good membership. Two walks were
arranged for September. The Cinema Club is hoping
to see Bridget Jones Baby.

Ourattention was drawntovarious outings advertised
in Berkshire WI News including visiting Winchester
Cathedral and Christmas Market, also a lunch when
the speaker will be Joyce Meader, a historical knitting
expert, and a Christmas Crafts workshop at Grazeley
Village Hall in October.

Our speaker was Peter Hague, who (with the aid
of slides) told us about West Wycombe Park and the
Dashwoods. This was a very interesting talk about the
various baronets who had lived in the house bringing
us right up into the 21st Century.

We meet on the first Wednesday of every month at
St Barnabas Village Hall, Emmer Green, at 2.00 pm
and any visitors will be welcome.

Caversham WI

We have had a very busy summer. We welcomed
three visitors to the Harvest Supper evening.
Business was dealt with including dates for Christmas
celebrations.

Entertainment came from Pam Ayers’ poems on a
harvest theme, including a plea for a husband for the
President! Romagne Flight had provided apple pies
and cream which accompanied a food quiz.

The evening ended with an auction of produce — lots
of fruit and vegetables and some home-made cakes.
The raffle ended a most enjoyable evening.

Caversham Heights

Townswomen’s Guild

The guild’s meeting in August started as a bit of a
disaster. We were to have had a salad and chat, but
at the 11th hour we discovered that the kitchen at the
Church hall was out of use. As we didn't want our
salads dressed with plaster and dust we had to move
to our chairman, Hazel New’s house for the chat with
coffee and cake. This turned out to. be a good idea
as her lounge was more conducive to chatting, and
saved us a bit of money. We will be doing this again
next year!

September was a musical month. We started with
Mrs P Purcell’s Tales of the Opera. Hilarious stories
from a Royal Opera House singer, laced with songs
and arias.

This was followed by the social studies group’s
presentation by Mr T King, of Another Opening,
Another Show, a history of the Musical.

Our sub groups continue to thrive: rambling, cinema,
and scrabble.

The next meeting will be on Thursday 20th
November at the Methodist Church Hall, Highmoor
Road, Caversham, at 7.30pm. Margaret Dray will be
presenting From Blackboard to Whiteboard.

Any ladies wishing to join or visit us will be most
welcome.
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COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Free Estimates ‘ '

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443 ]

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
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TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD.
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RGY 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

Y A.B.WALKER

—
Independent family funeral directors and

& SON LIMITED

/\

monumental masons.

» 24 Hour assistance
4 Offices with parking

» Competitively priced :

» Flowers by telephone and onHine

Stone memorials .
Pre-paid funeral plans

Caversham 0118 9477 007

Reading 0118 9573 650

Branches: Bracknell, Henley-on- Thames, Wokingham, Thatcham
www.abwalker.co.uk
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PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

XNentwood §atden Sexvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Turfing Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

Summerfield Care Home

www.caversham.org.uk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about
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1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

I | Caversham and
& o | w—y | i beyond.
4 Kidmore Road, Caversham
Reading RG4 7LU
(0118) 947 2164 ONE TO ONE
e . computer

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residential home, set fraining
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights.
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and choice is all for gll)lﬁﬂgeess &

important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life. using your own
SUMMERFIELD s ideally situated for a full range of shops computer,

and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent ’

bus service to Reading town centre passes close by. laptops or tablet
SUMMERFIELD is registered with the CQC (Care Quality Anne Garrison
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to 0118 947 4244
understand the needs of the individual.

www.summerfieldcare.co.uk AnneGarrison.co.uk

PLASTERER

Domestic and Commercial
Experienced & Reliable
Local references available

For a free quotation telephone
Luti Zylfo: 07766 668092

Fireplace 49
F;"'\agic,‘:a

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk
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Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service
Chimney Sweep, Gurter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.
All work considered, Skilled tradesman,
Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna v & Guio mecr & erms (2nc)
Tel: 07778 340 444 | OII8 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@hotmail.co.uk

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7THS

Be driven in comfort
Airports * Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy @ jwexeccars.co.uk

Ray Noble

Proprietor

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

P

e Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

Occasions

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

IS
0 A
Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions

Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

ALL RUBBISH 4U
COLLECTED
Domestic, Commercial & Garden Waste

House / Loft Clearance
Garage / Shed Clearance

Licensed Waste Carrier with
commitment to recycling

Serving Caversham and surrounding areas
Fast, friendly & reliable service

For a free no obligation quote, please call:
0118 348 1553 / 0781 8033625
www.allrubbishcollected4U.com
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