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People in Caversham Heights may soon be going to a different location to buy
stamps or post a parcel.

The Post Office is proposing to relocate its services from one convenience
store, Woodcote Way News, to another, Conisboro Stores in Conisboro
Avenue, with significantly longer opening hours. It would be a modern open-
plan branch with Post Office services provided from a till at the retail counter. If
the move goes ahead it will happen in March or April.

The plan is the subject of a public consultation process which started in
November and ends early this month. Customers are being asked for their views
on the proposal and whether they think there are any community issues. Their
comments will be considered before a final decision is taken on the proposal.

Customers can make contact by Freepost Your Comments to Post Office Ltd,
by email to comments@postoffice.co.uk or by phone to the helpline on 03457
223344. They can also share their views online through the quick and easy
questionnaire at postofficeviews.co.uk with the branch code 148939.

Will Russell, Post Office regional manager, said: “We understand how
important having a Post Office is to residents in this area of Caversham and we
are confident that this new modern Post Office service will meet the needs of the
local community and secure services for the future. This modernisation is part of

a major investment programme, the largest in the history of the Post Office and
marks a commitment to no more branch closure programmes.

At the new branch services would be provided seven days a week throughout
the stores” opening hours: Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm, Sunday 8am to 8pm.
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T OFFICE
ON THE MOVE

This is an extra 50 hours a week of Post Office service including opening earlier
and closing significantly later, making it more convenient for customers.

All the usual services will be provided including postage, banking, benefits,
travel money, home shopping returns and Local Collect. It is understood that
major changes will need to be made to the shop interior and some alterations to
the frontage.

The proposed relocation, which is with the current Postmaster’s agreement, is
part of a major modernisation programme across the Post Office nerwork
designed to make it easier for customers to do business, through longer opening
hours and modern open plan environments.

With over 11,500 branches, the Post Office network is the biggest retail
network in the UK, with more branches than all the banks and building societies
combined. Almost all branches are run with retail partners on an agency or
franchise basis.

The Post Office provides services central to people’s everyday lives — 99.7 per
cent of the population live within three miles of a Post Office — and 17 million
customers visit a branch each week, including a third of the UK’s small businesses.

It states: “We offer the UK’s largest fee free cash withdrawal network through
our 11,500 branches, an additional 2,500 cash machines and 99 per cent of UK
bank customers can access their accounts at the Post Office. We sell 170 different
products and services spanning financial services including savings, insurance,
loans, mortgages and credit cards; Government services: telephony; foreign
currency; travel insurance and mail services.”
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Revd Mike Smith, The Rectory, 20 Church Road,
Caversham RG4 7AD Tel: 9479505
rector@ctmparish.org.uk

Revd Marion Pyke Tel: 9475834

Revd John Dudley Tel: 9470265

RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING)
Revd Ray Coates Tel: 07894 545603
Email: ray.coates@ntlword.com

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Secretary: Dr Alison Johnston

Tel: 0118 947 5152

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Revd Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
Transitional Minister Revd Jonathan Edwards
Church office tel 954 5353

Email Secretary: sue.cantwell @cavershambaptist
church.org.uk

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Crispin Fairbairn. Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,
2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Revd H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille,

Mrs Myra Emerson, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

cl/o Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958.
Email: alanwright55@btintemet.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.
Tel: 947 1370.

TALKING POINT

By Colin Ferguson

Welcome to the New Year. What do you hope it has in store for you
and what resolutions have you made? | am looking at a year which |
know is going to bring many changes and as | get older there will be
some | do not want. Perhaps my youngest son was right all those years
ago when he asked me if | had @ New Year’s revolution.

There are always going to be times we do not want when we must
change our lives because of circumstances beyond our control, the
most dramatic of which is death of a loved one, or serious injury to
oneself when the whole of our life expectation changes in a moment.
Most things are in our control and we can plan ahead for things like
moving home or retiring from full time employment. You will notice that |
have avoided saying ‘from work’ because God always has work for us
to do. Our roles in life may change such as when we get married and
have children and again when those children leave home. | have known
SO many people who have had great difficulty in letting their roles
change, especially on retirement. To feel you are no longer of value is a
terrible thing to think. You are always of value but you do need to re-
imagine your life and that is not always easy.

We are not too dissimilar to the people of Christ's time on earth. We
are obsessed with position in life and we stereotype other people
without knowing them. Wealth is seen as status and achievement while
poverty is seen as failure. It was to the poor that Jesus spoke most
lovingly, it was the rich and powerful who failed to meet his standards of
love and justice. What he did was to make everyone re-examine their life
style and to see that they all had value in God’s love for them. He
challenged them to.change their lives, to raise the self-esteem of the
poor and to make the rich aware of their responsibility to the needy.

| often wonder what would Jesus say to us today, but | think | have
some idea.

It is easy to make half-hearted resolutions of the negative kind, “I must
give up chocolates once | have finished my Christmas boxes!” We say
‘I must give up this or that”, knowing that the chance of doing so is quite
uniikely. We have all done that, me included. But what does 2016 hold
for you? Is there an event you can be prepared for or is there something
you have always wanted to do?

As a Christian | ask myself what would God want me to do?
Especially | think how | might be a more loving and joyful person, and
more able to stand for peace and justice. How can | re-imagine my life
by doing something else or as | get older, not doing so much? | had a
taste of this when my car was off the road for a week and the difficulty
of relying on a car became a real problem. How could | imagine not
having a car at all? | calculated that | could afford at least three taxi trips
a week with what | saved, plus my bus pass and my legs. Walking after
all is one of the healthiest things we can do.

So, enjoy your chocolates but aim to have a healthier life style during
the year; don't go mad on it because God loves you as you are, he just
wants us all to be the best we can be. What would you need to do?
What would you want to be? Imagine yourself as the person God would
like you to be and start the revolution.

Colin Ferguson is a lay preacher in the United Reformed Church and

chairman of the Caversham Bridge board

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Matins Ist and 3rd Sundays
Holy Communion 2nd and 4th Sundays
9.30am Holy Communion Ist, 2nd and 3rd Sundays
Moming Worship 4th Sunday
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
9.30am Holy Communion 1st, 3rd and 4th Sundays
9.30am All Age Worship 2nd Sunday =
Fifth Sunday Services as advertised
St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.15am Moming Worship 15t Sunday
Holy Communion 2nd, 3rd and 4th Sundays
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Bucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)
St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green
8.00am Said Communion (BCP)
9.30am Parish Communion
9.30am COGS for all ages (Ist Sunday of Month)
RIVERSIDE CHURCH (READING) 5
Meeting at Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham
10.00am Moming Worship & Teaching
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP
Meeting at Caversham Park School
11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and Sth Sundays)
Moming Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street

10.30am  Moming Worship each Sunday

8.00pm House of Prayer (praise and prayer) -
2nd Sunday each month

345pm  Messy Church - for all the family
First Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road

10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM

Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am

6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)

Gosbrook Road

10.30am

Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

930am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Caversham Bridge

Contributions for the February 2016 issue
should be sent to the Caversham Thameside
and Mapledurham parish office by Monday 4th
January. The date for the March 2016 issue is
Monday 1st February. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

Advertising copy for the February issue should
be sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper
Warren Avenue, Caversham, by Friday 1st
January. The date for the March issue is

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mr Colin Ferguson.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.
COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

Are you a people person'.;

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the in our neighbourhood. If you would like
board. to give to the community by joining

The Editors also would like to bring to readers' notice that the us as a volunteer driver or helping Friday 29th January.

inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an in our office, then please do get in

endorsement of the products or of the services offered. touch with us. PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND

MAPLEDURHAM

St Peter, St Margaret, St John

Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, and Friday 9.30am to 2pm

Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.or <
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 847 1703, g g £5:010 UK

Typeset and layout by RP Character Graphics, 4 Send Road,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8EH Tel: 07949 980982

Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am oy
Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

ST BARNABAS
St Barnabas Centre
Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Lid, Newspaper House,
Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

_ | Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.
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smnroreraco || REMemMDrance service
s s and parade

For a one hour free no-obligation chat,
call Simon Porter FCA on

Page3

On a pleasant, dry morning
(0) 0118 947 8158 (m) 07873 343669 this year’s remembrance service
took place at our war memorial
in Christchurch meadows. Ex-
servicemen and women, the
Red Cross, the Scouts, Cubs,

@ ﬂ @ é\ﬁ\'\ Beavers, Guides, Brow.nics and

others assembled in the
Building and Roofing Specialist meadow and made their way to

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804 the memorial where they were
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL

1 Prospect Street, Caversham, RG4 8JB

welcomed by the branch

ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS president, Ron Jewitt.
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE The service was conducted,
for the first time, by Father
Short-Term Therapy - Long Term CAVERSHAM BRIDGE Paul Martin of St. Anne’s
feaults Would you like o have this paper church in Caversham, the joint
delivered fo you monthly? -
Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych) M.Sc. Email us gt branch chaplain of Caversham
Brilish Association for Counselling A R e N :
and Psychotherapy Senior ‘;\\;ﬂ:;n:’I:H‘deid:m:‘ Royﬂl British chxon. He was
Accredited TR YA T -
PeycholheraplsyCounsalor l\lltnu(nrly;npmlml hi'mr paper can be assisted by Deacon H ugh
urchased cither frof
(i e Anscombe, - also from St.
Call Janet on 01189 464085 Church Streel and the 3c's Cafe at St A 5
emall: janetekent@ntlworld.com John's Church Gosbrook Road Tuesdays nne s.
9230 N
Father Martin addressed the

assembled crowd of 1500 with The procession marches through Caversham centre

! profound words as to how
MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL

TRENCH GREEN (RG4 7UA)

much we owe to those who did, and still are, defending our freedom. He also mentioned how, when he was in Bicester.
he felt when he saw the funeral procession of a young man who had been killed in Afghanistan — the realisation that
Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen & war brought so much sadness to so many especially to those who had only just started out on life.
storageifadiiities After hymns played by the Lower Earley Salvation Army band, the lesson, the ode to the fallen and two minutes

silence followed by the kohima epitaph and reveille, wreaths and personal tributes were laid at the memonal.

Lieutenant and Staff Sergeant Dan and Jamie Boyd from the 9th platoon Caversham army cadet force assembled and
- marshalled the parade, accompanied by the
police, back through Caversham, where the
salute was taken by Ron Jewitt, Father Paul
Martin, and war veterans on the library steps.

Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Can accommodate for example:

* Children's parties / Family celebrations
= Classes / gs / Sales &

N, * Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

) For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

Twenty seven wreaths and personal tributes

were laid at the memoral — as always
Caversham cares.

= Top brand name flooring at the lowest price
= Samples to view In your heme/office day/evening
- Free Advice / Free Quotes
« Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved

- Fast turn around on fitting if required

= Carpet. design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and install: Amdco
Carpecs - Laminate - Wood - Vinyl
Non-slip and more...

Maypole dancing for children and adults
at schools and clubs
entertainment for weddings or parties

team building sessions

Anne@MaypoleDancing.co.uk
0118 947 4244
www.MaypoleDancing.co.uk

(Gl Sloicrivapines |

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING

Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed

New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7THR

@ @ f walmsley.co.uk Service@emmergreen seat co.uk | a 0118 9473344 | www.seatreading co.uk \ S e ek )

Local Knowledge
Local People
Local Expertise

At Walmsley, we pride ourselves on our personal
approach, our local knowledge, commitment
to our customers and the recommendations A 90’0
L

MOT Testing [ o

that we receive from our many happy clients.

Contactus for a valuation of your home and for (e

some sound advice on the local property market.

L DR R

0118947 0511 and email sales@walmsley,co,uk

Walmsley
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CHRISTMAS FAIRS SPECIAL

Javersham Heights Methodists

On a very wet Saturday morning in November Caversham Heights
Methodist church opened its doors and despite the weather the
crowds came in to peruse the stalls, buy the goods and raffle tickets
and enjoy the lunches and light refreshments provided by Viv, Myra
and Mamie and other members of their team.

Stalls included plants, bric-a-brac, books, and home-made preserves.
There was a tombola, a raffle and a competition to guess the weight
of a Christmas cake which was won by Ena Horner.

The event was in aid of the Racecourse Community School in
Mindolla, Zamba

All smiles on the cake stall

wWomen’s World Day of Prayer

Come and join us for the Women’s World Day of Prayer service at
St Peter’s church Caversham on Friday 4th March at 7.30pm. This
year's theme is Receive children; Receive me. This theme reflects St
Mark’s gospel, chapter 10 vv13-16. All are welcome ; young, old,
men, women and children.

Gosbrook Road Methodists

A cold blustery day encouraged Gosbrook Road Methodist Church to open alittle early for
its Christmas fair and a good number of customers came through the doors. All the usual stalls
were well supplied with toys, books, bric-a-brac, and home-made cakes and jams.

Catherine Scott from Catherine’s Cakes provided a large Christmas cake for the raffle which
was won by Margaret Simpson.

Some of the money raised will go towards paying for the new heating system at Gosbrook
Road, which is essential with all the activities that take place each week. Other money will be

carmarked for a Christmas charity.

A cuddly toy with the knitted goods

Refreshments are always welcome

Fun and games at St Andrew’s

What can you do on a windy, rainy Saturday in November? Many people decided the best
thing was to go to St Andrew’s Autumn Fair, which was run jointly by the church and pre-
school. The outdoor activities had to be cancelled, but indoors it was warm, busy and there

~ was plenty t6 see and do — and of course eat! The cake stall was popular as usual, and people

crowded in to the cafe for cakes and refreshments.

It is always a wonder how everything comes together on the day: the bunting was up, there
were crowds around the bric-a-brac stall and the raffle, and the children turned up to run their
games. We welcomed a number of visiting stalls, including Stella and Dot, with their
beautifully designed and versatile jewellery, Forever Living’s health-giving aloe vera products,
and the attractive Phoenix Cards. Caversham Good Neighbours were there to tell people
about their services locally, and to seck volunteers.

With the help of so many people — donating goods for sale, helping or attending - we are
proud to have raised £1375 which will be divided between St Andrew’s Pre-school and
Launchpad, Reading’s homeless support charity.

We'd like to thank the many local businesses who supported the fair through donations:
Bridges, Caversham Health and Fitness, Caversham Heath Golf Club, Conisboro Stores,
Forever Living, Grey’s Court National Trust, House of Cards, Lewis and James deli, Marparts,
Phoenix Trading, Stella and Dot, Terry’s, Tesco Express Caversham, The Fisherman Cafe,
Warings Bakery, Woodcote Way News, Waltons.

Stee

Bathrooms

el

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or
Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk

N

Hair @ 51

0118 947 1851

ELECTRICAL

—
Opening Hours: T - Q\ i ()
y shouid you wes f
B T install Solar PV? \ ' REAW
9.00am - 5,30pm
m.,y” You can achieve
S0 - 6,000m payback of 12% from your investment
Saturday
8.:30am - 5,00pm

Sunday & Monday
Closed

i

0118 967 7033

info@carter-electrical.co,uk

Hair @ 51

Wity Sal

rter-electri .CO.
0118 947 1859 www.carter-electrical.co.uk
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Caversham confirmation service

‘ St Peter’s was the host church for the Caversham-wide Confirmation service in November. A large congregation was
in attendance, including families and friends of the candidates. The service was led by the Bishop of Reading, the Rt
Rev Andrew Proud, who was supported by a number of the Caversham clergy. Ten candidates were confirmed, and
others re-affirmed their baptismal vows or were received into the Church of England.

It was 2 wonderful service, Jjust one of many across the diocese, welcoming Christians making their personal
commitment to Christ. In his sermon, the bishop, who had previously been based in Ethiopia, where he was the area
bishop for the Horn of Africa, drew on his experiences in that country. He had made many long journeys to visit
different churches, often finishing them on foot, to make parallels with the Christian journey on which those being
confirmed were embarking, ‘

Following the sermon, the Pasqual candle was lit, and the candidates expressed their allegiance to Christ, before they
fmd the bishop moved to the font during the singing of the hymn “Be still for the presence of the Lord, the Holy One,
is here’. One person renewed her baptismal faith and another was received into the communion of the Church of
England. The bishop addressed each confirmation candidate, saying “God has called you and made you His own”. He
laid his hands on the head of each, saying “Confirm O lord your servant with your Holy Spirit” before anointing them
with the oil of Chrism. He invited the congregation to pray for all those on whom hands had been laid.

After the confirmation section of the service, the newly confirmed took their first communions. While the
congregation received communion, the St Peter’s church choir sang the anthem Ave Verum by William Byrd.

When the service was over, there was an opportunity for photographs. The picture shown is of the newly confirmed
standing with the Bishop and the Rev Marion Pyke.

Dozens of friends, family and supporters shared in refreshments, many chatting with Bishop Andrew,
candidates celebrate this important day in their lives.

to help the

TOy service at St Peter’s

The gifts on display in front of the altar.

A toy service was held by the Parish of
Caversham Thameside and Mapledurham at St

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST Peter’s church on Advent Sunday, 29th

S - < November. This was a parish-wide service, which
4 amantha Vistuer A 12 ,

= M;'SSL ﬁldo:g.ndfns.aHPC Rells < was led by the rector, the Rev’d Mike Smith, and

the large congregation included many members
of all three churches in the parish. There were no
services at either St John’s or St Margaret’s that
day. It was also a parade service, and in attendance
were members of the St Peter’s Scout group and
Brownie pack, who paraded in with their flags at
the start of the service. The sermon was given by
the Rev’d Rachel Ross.

During the members of the
congregation presented gifts of toys, to be
distributed in time for Christmas to those in need.
The gifts were laid in front of the altar. The
distribution was organised during the following
weeks by Reading Family Aid. More information
on this charity can be seen at their website
www.readingfamilyaid.org

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from childhood to the elderly
From corns 1o in-growing toe nails, fool pain (o veruccas
Diabetic, Poor circulation. Rheumatoid patients welcome

Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic or Home appointment please call:

TEL: 0118 946 3401

service

vale
west

Friendly

-dpersonal
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Confirmation candidates and others with the
Bishop after the service

E.L.P. Electrical Services Ltd

Electrical Installation Contractors

® Established Electrical Installation Company
with an Excellent Reputation

® Commercial and Domestic Installations

® Specialists in Electrical Testing,
Fault Diagnosis and Rectification

® Fire and Intruder Alarm Systems
® Planned, Preventative and

Reactive Electrical Maintenance
® Fully NIC EIC Accredited

E.L.P. Electrical Services undertake all aspects of electrical
installation work from new consumer units to full rewires including
commercial electrical projects. We even install an extra socket or 2

01189 790171
07909 434515
nickwright@elpelectrical.com
o www.elpelectrical.com

CAVERSHAM COMMUNITY CAFE
Open 9.30am to 2.30pm on Tuesdays
in St John’s Church, Gosbrook Road, Caversham.
Espresso coffees, teas, soft drinks, hot snacks,
cakes and biscuits. Takeaways also available

Funded by the National Lottery through the Big Lottery Fund
and by Springboard, Reading

Thursday* is

Fisherman day

“every Thursday 2pm~ Bpm

The cafe in Caversham Heights- named after Saint Andrew the fsherm
St Anarew's Church Hall, Albert Rood, Caversham, RO4 TPL

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
‘WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street
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2015 - what a hectic

generally well received but are now having to be redrawn after Waitrose withdrew
its expansion scheme.

A public consultation started about the future of Caversham library, reminding us
how much it is valued and needed. Priory Avenue GP surgery was put into special
measures, mainly because of a shortage of doctors, then taken out again after
improvements were made. The latest development is a suggestion by Rob Wilson,
MP for Reading East, that the surgery needs new, purpose built premises.

Last year was a momentous one in the history of the
Caversham area and will go down as one of many significant
changes.

We saw the completion and opening of the first bridge
across the Thames for many years. The as yet unnamed
pedestrian and cycle bridge from Christchurch Meadow to
the south bank created a short cut to the town centre and
the station. There was also some controversy about how safe
it is for pedestrians.

There was much greater involvement by residents in local
affairs, a situation to be welcomed. The biggest issue was
undoubtedly the- search for a permanent site for the
Caversham Heights free school. The selection by the
Education Funding Agency of Mapledurham playing fields
ran into fierce opposition and its supporters were equally
vociferous. This one is likely to run and run, especially as
Reading council is in favour but has other responsibilities as
trustees of the playing fields charity.

Plans for the much needed sprucing up of the St Martins
shopping precinct in Caversham centre were announced and

Corpus Christi procession in the sunshine by the
Church of Our Lady and St Anne at Mapledurham
House

Sadly the Lions club of Goring, Woodcote and
District closed during the year. This was one of
their last presentations

HEMDEAN HOUSE
SCHOOL

Independent day school

for boys - 3 <11 years and gins 3«19 years

The small school with big expectations

-

Hemdean House School, Hemdean Road, Caversham, RG4 7SD,

Tel: 0118 9472590

A wealth of talent on show at a local art exhibition

e-mail: office@hemdeanhouse.co.uk, web-site: www.hemdeanhouse.

T PEE 1 Y )
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Garden Design & Maintenance

Email us al: caverstanhrdgencws @ gmail com
giving your tame and address

Maintenance & Repairs
Decorafing inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly

Caversham, Reading, Berkshire
1.0118947 1178 m. 07971 742 053

' w. gilmadeleygardendesign@sky.com 4

LEX LOWT
Gardening & Design

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?
Reliable Gardening Service:
« One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens Cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
* Plants for places, advice and fists. Plants supplied and planted out.
« Design service - for more detalls please telephone to discuss.

Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307

SWING DANCE CLASSES
Partner dancing to swing/jazz music of the
1920s to present

Easy-going & friendly classes in Lindy Hop,
Jitterbug & Jive, Every Tuesday &
Thursday from 7.30 pm

Watlington House Hall, Watlington Street
RG1 4RJ (Entry via South Street)

No need to bring a partner; Absolute
beginners very welcome: Plenty of on-site
parking

More details www.alljazzedup.comy S
info@allazzedup.com

_ ALL JAZZED UP

| C&VERSHAM BRIDGE Jerry's Odd Jobs
G I i l M adeley NAHort. M::,t::l“?":,‘;mm House and Garden M o D - H OoOWwW l c [ l

g . Altematively copies of this paper can be
- Garden Design » Planting bl il ,:: = Bicycle Repairs (0118) 947 7117
- Maintenan - Advice Caversham Thamesde Paish Office, ; ; . ;
= RO Chur St ' Calet St ' Ring Jerry 20 years experience in all aspects of
. Seasonal Clearance Church Gosbrook Road Toesdays 9:230 0774 695 9463

\

domestic and commercial

architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
" administration

architectural consultant

2

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered
Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military
All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294 4
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year in Caversham

Emmer Green
Barber Shop

Traditional and new barbering
Modest prices
Many years experience

Open: Tuesday-Friday 9am to 6pm
& Sat 9am to 5.30pm

Gents Prices
. Haircut £12 (*)
Cut, Shampoo & Finish £20
Beard Trim £6.50
Kids under ten £9 (Sat £10)
OAP Trim £9; Ladies OAP Trim £10
(*) £2 off Tues -Thurs 2 to 5pm

229 Peppard Road / 0118 9475856
(just across the road from Budgens)

e .
arrison

Web Design
Attractive, Affordable Web Sites

For small businesses and non
profit organisations

0118 947 4244
www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

T A g

+ Most makes repaired

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

+ Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too. &

+ 30 years experience / guaranteed work

+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:
07773 750321 daytime work hours
0118 947 1929 ing & for queri f

For more information, updates & price examples
please visit my website: www. line.com

Reading bridge underwent a £25 million
repair programme to allow it to be used as a
major traffic artery for the foreseeable
future. It was closed for two wecks but
disruption to traffic was much less than
expected.

A much valued shop in Prospect Street —

The new pedestrian
and cycle bridge across ;
the Thames has still not been

named.

Meetings on local issues were well
attended. This one was on Sharing Our

Streets Gardens

Alan Ward

Painters & Decorators

Tel: 0118 907 6266
www.alanwarddecorator.co.uk
Email: a-ward@live.co.uk

Procession through the streets at Easter
organised by Chuches Together in
Caversham ended at Caversham Court

&

Page 7
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Wordplay books and toys — closed and was
followed by the Crystal Dragon and «-

Caversham Kebab House. They will all be
missed. There were several other retail

changes. A review of some of the events of
the year in photographs is printed on these
pages.

Bill Vincent — one of those we lost in 2015

Join the Caversham Rewards
programme and you'll receive a card
that entitles you to discounts when
you shop, dine and use services
within the RG4 area. Our member

CAVERSHAM REWARDS
y259 D826 1000 0512

? include
300 KLLES gxe: 10/17 ufandhi =
health clubs, specialist
- — Sional sejvices and many more,
Support your local traders and start saving today!

- To register visit a member business directly call us.on:




K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE —- GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards
Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades.
Bathroom design and installation
All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to you
monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @gmail.com giving
your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be purchased
either from
Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street and 3c¢’s Cafe at St John’s Church,
Gosbrook Road, Tuesdays 9-2.30

St. Barnabas

PARISH CENTRE

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.
EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee, A A

\

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

ﬁo(f;‘;?wf/’
OPTICIANS

* Comprehensive eye
examinations

+ Full contact lens service

0118 947 2099

+ Extensive range of
designer frames
’ and Rodenstock lenses
Free parking
www.robinjames.co.uk
44 Church St, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)
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Your Health Service needs you!

By Paul Myerscough

The NHS is rarely out of the news. Since the days of Blair and Brown there has been a continuous programme of
change. In those carly days much money was injected into the service with a view that concurrent improvements in
efficiency and effectiveness would multiply the benefits of the extra cash.

This gargantuari organisation which employs one in 18 of all UK workers and consumes the largest part of the
Government budget, however, 1S not an ecasy patient when it comes to the medicine of change. The problem is
compounded by successive governments that design new organisations and structures and assume that benefits will
follow automatically. This is not the case — if you do not change the way you do things you cannot expect to deliver
something different.

So the key is to change the processes, organisation changes then follow! Implementing change is a difficult job
which requires specialist skills and above all leadership. Two of the key philosophical aspects of the organisational
changes made in recent years are to open up all parts of the health service to public scrutiny, and to move some
decision making down to a local level.

There are many actors in the NHS. In our area the most obvious are the GP surgeries, the Royal Berks Hospital,
and the Berkshire Healthcare Trust. The latter is less well known, but with over 4500 employees it runs 100-plus
different services including most of our community health services, the out-of-hours doctor service (Westcall),
community mental health, Prospect Park Hospital, and several community hospitals. Public health is largely the
responsibility of the local authorities and many of these outsource services to yet other organisations.

This complex web of health support is either funded directly by central government or indirectly through local
authorities and local Clinical Commissioning Groups (CCGs). CCGs are a relatively new layer of local organisation

re in your
own home

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic

Richard Weatherall BSc OST
REGISTERED OSTEOPATH

Treating many conditions
For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

w

CAVERSHAM HEATH

through which GPs can choose services and set priorities by allocating local budgets and contracts.

To oversee the operation of these there are yet more actors. The Care Quality Commission reviews all players from
care homes to hospitals to assess the service delivery — including patient satisfaction, and safety. The results are
published on their website. Monitor reviews the governance and financial performance and planning of organisations.
The Health and Wellbeing Board is promoted as a strategic local forum for local authorities, CCGs, and other
stakeholders; in practice they have little capability to drive policy.

Healthwatch is a network of local organisations that solicit information from the public about their experiences and
concerns about healthcare. At the most local level a Patient Participation Group (PPG) is organised in many GP
surgeries to enable a level consultation with patients. (See Caversham Bridge September edition for more on PPGs).

So how can you get involved? Public scrutiny is designed into the organisation of NHS trusts. Become a member
of your local trust and you will be eligible to vote for public governors. The Council of Governors is responsible for
reviewing strategy and finances and overseeing the operation of the Board of Directors. Trusts are bound to consult
the public in their local constituency when setting direction and
priorities and they achieve this by engaging with their pool of
members. 1m‘ o~ 1

Residents of Berkshire including Reading should be members of the Foot Health Practitioner
Berkshire Healthcare Foundation Trust (BHFT); Reading residents ] 4, ider ¥ 1 .
should also be members of the Royal Berkshire Foundation Trust | ‘ s
(RBFT).

Members are the first port of call for contributing to advisory panels,
to research projects, and to activities like 15 Steps visits to services — a
quality improvement process which uses input from non-medical eyes
to record first impressions of a service (named after a parent who said
“I can tell what kind of care my daughter is going to get within 15
steps of walking onto a ward”). And of course governors are elected
from the pool of members.

How much time is involved? Many members are happy just to
belong and to receive the quarterly newsletter and do not commit any
time at all to this activity. Others just attend the trust annual general
meeting to hear the executives speak. "

For those who are more fascinated by the health service, the CCGs
hold quarterly governance meetings which are open to the public. In
addition they are keen to consult the public on behalf of the GPs they
represent. The quarterly Health and Well Being Board meetings at the
local council offices cover subjects of common interest.

Foundation Trust Board meetings are held monthly and are open to
the public as are the quarterly Governor Council meetings.

No-one can doubt that our NHS must change. Demand is

burgeoning as the population ages. We have to deliver more with less. GOLF CLUB

It is important that the public, the customer, is involved in the debate TUESDAY SPECIAL

and provides some balance to the special interest groups — the Seniors One Course Lunch

employees, the unions, the politicians, and the press — who seem to £6.00

have so much to say. FISHERMAN’S FRIDAY
The current round of reductions in spending on social care through 12-3pm

local authority budgets will have a dramatic and escalating effect on Choice of fish dishes

demand for health services. Housing is another pressure point where SUNDAY LUNCH

public policy is intimately linked with health. If you care about the 12-3pm

future of the health service you should get involved now!
Paul Myerscough is a public govertior at Berkshire Healthcare Foundation
Trust. For information or comments please contact him  at

governor@berkshire.nhs.uk.

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf.co.uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf.co,uk
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ARUM TREE SURGEONS

j TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
EXP)
SERVICES e metoro

* Tree removal, tree pruning e
* Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
* Stump Grinding ®
F NP ALIF

Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews @ gmail.com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased from
Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

* . Need help with tasks other

than personal care?

Activities such as:

Shopping, simple meal preparation, help with paperwork
Respite for carers / lifeline alarm key holding

Outpatient & GP visits, prescriptions and pet care
De-cluttering

Attending social functions or places of interest.

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and DBS
checked.

Please contact Anita to discuss requirements and cost.
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103

Email: berksandoxoncare@gmail.com J
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THE CLAPPERS

Soon after arriving in Reading as a young man, I discovered The Clappers, or thought I had, but now I'm not so sure of exactly what they

are. Let me explain.

The English Place-Name Society’s volume records The Clappers between Caversham and Reading from a document in the National

Archives dating back to 1603. It says that the name denoted bridges.

The scholars compiling the Oxford English Dictionary didn’t find the word with this meaning at all in their first edition, but in a supplement

recorded the word clapper meaning a rough plank bridge. They said it was local.

Joseph Wright, in his English Dialect Dictionary, found the word clapper, meaning a rough bridge, used in Cornwall, Devon and Berkshire.

This seems a bit odd, because of Somerset, Wiltshire and Hampshire in between.

If you look at the photograph, taken around 1875, a rough plank bridge is what we are looking at. The picture, taken by Henry Taunt of

Oxford, is reproduced here with the permission of Reading Borough Libraries.

It seems likely that the word was connected with clap-boarding, the planks used as a cladding for buildings. They would be clapped tightly
together, to keep out the cold and wet, and were often used on water-mills in this area. Caversham Mill was like that, and Sandford, on the

River Loddon, still is.

The story becomes more intrigning when you look in Major B.
Lowsley’s Glossary of Berkshire Words and Phrases, published by the English
Dialect Society in 1888. He says that clappers are the shallows in a river,
and that “the Clappers between Reading and Caversham are known to all
upper Thames boating men.” So I'am tempted to think that The Clappers
were originally not the bridges between Caversham Lock Island and View
Island, but the shallows in the river, a menace to boatmen, which were
there before the weir — especially since the bridge meaning seems to
belong to the West Country and not to the Thames Valley.

Whatever The Clappers might originally have been, the walk over the
river is always a pleasure, and the fact that you are actually allowed to do
it in this safety-conscious age sometimes surprises visitors. You might meet
the odd angler, cyclist and dog-walker, and the odd person out for a stroll.

In the past, it must have been rather busier than now. It must be a very
old right of way, and the standards of now disused corporation gas-lamps
here and there along the approaches to it tell of its importance in days gone
by. Before Reading Bridge was opened in 1923, itvould have been a
long walk from Reading to Lower Caversham, if you'd gone by
Caversham Bridge.

Even after all these years, I'm still surprised when I walk over the weir:
below it and above it, the river seems 5o placid. Then as you approach, a
growing thundering noise assails your ears, and on the weir itself, you
become aware of the elemental force of all those millions of tons of
tumbling water. Somehow the river, and its water-birds, its wild flowers,
its strength and seeming permanence, always seem to do me good.

Happy Wanderer

. T-shirt printing
L2 in Caversham

b

t-slhirts

AND MUCH MUCH MORE......

TEL: 07771 756159 - 07920 017134
Email: sales@wepersonalise4u.co.uk

www.cavtiles.co.uk
Ceramic and Porg
Undertile heating in sto
Free parking

Local delivery

0118 9543315

Waiting expectantly

This was the title of an Awayday held by the Methodist churches in Caversham
at St Katharine's Priory, Parmoor, on Saturday 28th November.

Having found our way there by ncgotiating the winding lanes of
Buckinghamshire, 45 participants were welcomed with a hot drink. Coffee and
teas were available throughout the day and a lunch of roast lamb with all the
trimmings was provided by our hosts.

The day began with an introduction by Stella Bristow, a leading light in
Methodism and known for her worship displays and her leadership of reflective
days. From fabric, pebbles, night lights and a small statue she created a shimmering
waterfall falling from four coloured candles on which to focus our thoughts on the
journey of Advent.

Using different pictures done by a Chinese artist, Stella helped us focus on
different aspects of Advent and what it means to us. What are we waiting for and
are we prepared for it? Having a child out of wedlock was considered adultery and

* Joseph could have abandoned Mary and Mary could have been stoned. But Joseph

married her and none of this happened. Why did God make things so difficult for
Joseph and Mary? The Jews were looking for a Messiah but Jesus slipped in almost
unannounced.

It was comforting to many of us to be told that God never gives up on us,
however old we are. He has never finished with us and He often uses older people
for his purpose, for example Zachariah and Anna.

Waiting can be a difficult time - it can be painful and anxious and we often ask
ourselves “Where is God in all this?” But we should use it productively.

The talks were interspersed with various workshops and we were free to choose
what we did and we could move from one to another if we wished. These
workshops included discussion, art and craft, writing, dance and music groups.
There was a time for recreation — a walk, jigsaws and board games or just a chat.
There was also a quict room for anyone who needed a comfortable space for
reflection.

The thoughts, ideas and prayers from the whole day were brought together in
an act of worship to which several people contributed what they had been
working on in their workshop sessions, dance, singing, paintings and a poem
written as if by Joseph. A prayer tree of night lights was added to the display and
prayers were said for world and personal concerns.

It was a happy, relaxing time of fellowship enhanced by an uplifting and spiritual
experience.

Peter Robins
Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting. Decorating, Tiling
Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

ngE H. HAMLEY & SON=

——

Builders and Decorators
Repairs and Roof Work a Speciality

Established over 100 years
Caversham based

Please contact: 0118 957 3894
07743 929649
Email: ehhamleyandson@gmail.com

! = =

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS - CHARTERED SURVEYORS
The incal firm with the international reputation — E3t 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUZZ & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALE?
DO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TV?
DO YOU WANT TO DE.CLUTTER YOUR HOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE TNE EXCITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY?

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS
AT READING AUCTION CENTRE
+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
+ HOUSEHOLD & OF FICE FURNITURS
» COMPUTER FQUIPMENT
« GARDEN PULANTS & MACHINERY
+ MOTOR VEWICLES
and much mare

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Probate ¢ Family Divislan « insurence ¢ Aucbon

We wouk! bo pleascd to advise without obligation
See website for fixture list and catalogues
AR IRAUCHON. SO — 109 on and subscribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
+44 (0)118 950 8611

4

31 Great Knollys Street
ire RGI 7HU
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CURTAINS,

. TIE BACKS ETC ‘ Blessing of the Graves

ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

Father Paul, parish priest ac Our Lady and St Anne’s church, and other priests

CALL CAROLINE ON from Reading parishes, gathered at Henley Road cemetery in November to
0118 954 2448 bless the graves.

OR 07815 610 007 i They were joined by many people whose friends or relatives are buried

! there. The clergy visited graves as they were led to them and prayed for those

R AR AR R R SRR

buried there, sprinkling the graves with holy water.

Victoria Road cemetery to pray there. Among the graves blessed were those of

The following Sunday Deacon Hugh and a small number of people visited

I. Father Millard and his parents, of an carly parish priest and of the first Reverend
A\ VERSHAM HEATH Mother of the Visitation Convent with one of the nuns.

GOLF ; A parishioner was delighted to locate her grandparents™ grave which was also

: blessed.
A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at SRS

Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views ° °
res: y I D

and comfortable surroundings our facilities are St JOl‘ln S Cl]rlstmas alr

perfect for any occasion

The weather was appropriately chilly for St John’s Christmas Fair in

# Christenings ¢ Family Events e 3
¢ Weddings ¢ Birthday Parties November, but fair-goers got a warm welcome from the stall holders, and the
¢ Funerals ¢ Anniversaries Caversham Community Cafe was on hand to provide cups of tea or coffee. .
# Dinner Parties ¢ Corporate Functions The cake and toy stalls were very busy and there were homemade chocolates Maureen beside the grave of her grandparents
Caversham Heath Golf Club on sale on the Guides’ stall.
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham The tombola was popular with scores of prizes to be won, and a raffle was ,
Office: 0118 947 8600 held for a beautifully iced Christmas cake. Decorations for the tree and e:g;’::"ée
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk handmade cards were just some of the items on offer on the Christmas stall. behind us

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

Other stalls included jewellery, jams and marmalade, books, crafts, and there On Sight OpﬁCCll Lidi e

was a raffle with many prizes including a splendid hamper. The fair raised more

<l NETI_EY I_AN DSCAPES than £1 I()( l‘o‘church funds. Thanks to all who helped. Sir:\gllgsirs?:: :grc,lsue(:,e",,?;;c?%d:gw

We make

£] 8.00 spectlacles to

your
prescription

Established 1986

Other lens supplements from:
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00

Garden design and construction Transifion Reactolite £54.00

Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

Carry out
repairs and

Free Quotations with no obligation ~ @dlvsiments

Can fit new lenses to your own frame

FREE ESTIMATES compartive
Phone 9461701 - ’ a3 We specialise in complex and prices
s www.netleylandscapes.co.uk : 2 S —— R preggiiptions
The Guides' stall with homemade chocolates Over 162 Just bring In your preseriplion.
Bible Friends
M.]. GODDARD coteaim s o
v :; A mess ag e fo r the shep herds onsghloplicalebicannect.com
Builder and Decorator £ One night, some shepherds were on the hillside outside Bethlehem.
FREE ESTIMATES 5 Suddenly, there was a dazzling light and an angel appeared. The TT
¢ shepherds were very scared. “Don't be frightened,” the angel said. GU ERs’ SOFFITS
g lhave brought you some wonderful news. God's Son has been AND FASCIAS
18 GOSBROOK ROAD S born tonight.” « Full Replacement  Guttering and Downpipe Repairs
g . a s . » Clearing and Cleaning ® Guaranteed for 10 years
CAVERSHAM 2 Lots more angels appeared in the sky. They sang, “Praise to God in « Full Public Liability Insured » Police Checked
READING $ heaven. Peace to everyone on earth.” A
BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582 £ When the angels had gone, the shepherds said to each other, Abelcare
: “Come on, let's go and find this special baby." They left their —
o i sheep. They ran down the hillside to Bethlehem. They found baby | welcome inspection of previous work
S 5 B ] ] g Jesus lying on a bed of straw, just as the angels had said. The garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
Oﬁ UTMISAINgS, £  shepherds told Mary and Joseph all about the angel's message. 0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978
Loose Covers, Clll'f(llns, :; The shepherds were so excited they told everyone they met the foraifiesiestimate
2 DI’GPES. Re-uplzolstery § good news, “God's Son has been born!”
) Luke 2:7-21
.
John Kitcher & Son J. P. MOTORS
| |
55 Gatehampton Road,
. Goring, Reading RG8 0EN 4+ MoT while you wait (by appointment)
Tel: 01491 872103 4 Servicing by top mechanics
+ Bodywork, any job undertaken
4+

Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

|
| DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
& EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

Tel: _947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 0JF

a Your Local Roofing Company
All Types of Roofing
i Tel: 0118 963 9456
> waac




1 GAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2016

CLUBS

Caversham Heights
Society

The society held two meetings during November. In the first, members were
enthralled by Gavin Henderson's story of how the John Lewis Partnership started
with the first John Lewis training as a draper and expert in haberdashery in Liverpool
before moving to London and joining forces with a Peter Jones in Oxford Street in
the 1850s.

In 1864 he branched out on his own in a converted town house in Oxford Street
and by 1885 he had five adjoining houses still largely trading as drapers and
haberdashery merchants based on four principles which are still in place today --
value, assortment, service and honesty. Meanwhile Peter Jones had diversified and
expanded and had moved into premises in Chelsea.

In 1906 John Lewis and Peter Jones merged. Lewis family members were all part
of the business which soon split into retail and buying. It was in 1911 that the idea
of a partnership between staff and managers sharing ideas and information first
began. By 1929 a trust had been established and a constitution was developed out
of which came the idea of distributing the profits on a percentage basis, a principle
that has helped to develop the company into what it has become today.

The Waitrose part began in 1908 and merged with John Lewis in 1937 although
the first supermarket did not open until 1955. In 1940 the company took over 23
Selfridge provincial stores and has continued to expand until today there are 300
Waitrose branches and the John Lewis Partnership operates in 33 countries via the
internet, which accounts for one-third of its sales. There is a John Lewis Heritage
Centre in Cookham, open only on Saturdays, where further information can be found.

To mark the Queen and Prince Philip's 68th wedding anniversary the society
invited Barbara Askew to talk about Royal weddings past and present. Barbara, who
grew up in Eton with a view of Windsor Castle from her window, is a Blue Badge
guide and a renowned expert on royalty, running Windsor Heritage Talks and Tours
with her husband Roger. The couple were invited to the wedding of Prince Charles
to Camilla Parker Bowles in 2005. Her personal snapshots of that day at Windsor
Guildhall were among the intimate gems that stood out in Barbara’s exploration of
royal marriages since the time of George Ill. Society members learned about royal
wedding dresses, the marriage venues, wedding presents and honeymoon
destinations. We even learned how soon after the royal nuptials the first child was
born!

We saw a photograph of the first meeting between the 13-year old Princess
Elizabeth and the 18-year old Philip of Greece, taken at Dartmouth's Royal Naval
College in 1939, when the young couple were said to have fallen in love. We also
saw the first photo of Queen Victoria and her beloved Albert after their marriage in
1840 — the first wedding of a reigning monarch for 300 years — with the young bride
staring adoringly into her groom's eyes.

Though royal marriages are still governed by the Act of Settlement of 1701, which
bans Catholics from ascending the throne, and the Royal Marriages Act 1772, which
requires the monarch's permission before any royal marriage can take place, these
acts are nowadays less stringently applied. Most recent royal marriages have been
made for love, despite divorces, but in the past they were a useful way of forging
political alliances although, as today, not all of them were successful. Barbara
showed us a portrait of Caroline of Brunswick, a woman so unappealing to her new
husband George 1V that he got drunk and spent his wedding night asleep in the
bedroom fireplace.

The society meets on alternate Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm in Caversham
Heights Methodist Church Hall. Further details can be obtained from Jill Hodges
either via irishjill@southcote.net or by phone on 0118 959 5307. All are welcome.

Rosehill WI

President Margaret Pyle welcomed members and visitors to the November
meeting. She reported that they are looking for someone to be a delegate at the
NFWI annual meeting in Brighton in June, also if anyone wished to be an observer
at this event. Secretary Mary Robinson drew attention to several forthcoming items:
bursaries for Denman courses, something old, something new workshop and voting
slips for the WI resolutions which were in the November issue of W/ Life.

_ We were pleased to welcome Janet Smith to our meeting as she has been quite
ill of late and hope she will continue to improve. Margaret reported that Mary
Richings was out of hospital following her back operation and we wished her a
speedy recovery.

There were two scrabble afternoons in November. The knit and natter group had
a few more attendees in October and we hope this will continue. There was one walk
in October down to Caversham riverside and across the new bridge. The cinema
group had a successful first outing to see Suffragette and hopes to see The Lady in
the Van, based on Alan Bennett's book and starring Maggie Smith and Alex Jennings,
|ater.

Margaret introduced the speaker, Gillian Frankiin, talking about apples, their
history and varieties. Gillian said apples had been introduced to Britain by the
Romans over 2,000 years ago. They are full of vitamins and minerals and very good
as part of a healthy diet. Many different varieties have been developed over the

years. There has been a fall in recent years of the
number of orchards in the UK, mainly due to EU
regulations and subsidies given to foreign farmers.

After the talk, a cup of tea and biscuits were followed
by the raffle, - Proceeds from the bring and buy were
donated to the purchase of items for the RBH
emergency packs.

We meet on the first Wednesday of each month at
2.00 pm at St Barnabas church hall, Emmer Green and
make visitors very welcome.

Caversham Heights

Townswomen’s Guild

The talk in November by Sue Nike about our Houses
of Parliament was full of history and sayings, such as
“Toeing the line”, and “It's in the bag”. The social studies
group enjoyed one of Ray Goodman’s talks and slide
shows, this one about the Baltic capitals.

Then the Christmas celebrations began. We enjoyed
two Christmas lunches, one at Boaters cafe, the other at
Mapledurham golf club. We went to Bristol for the
annual carol service, attended by guilds from all over the
south of England.

Our local federation held a Christmas meeting with
carols, home grown entertainment and seasonal
refreshments. Our own Christmas meeting had mulled
non-alcoholic wine and mince pies, with entertainment
by Rebecca Holmes.

The scrabble and the luncheon club continue to be
well attended. The Amblers haven't ambled far these
last few months, but a cinema club has been launched.
So instead of wandering through woods and fields in the
wet, we go to the pictures.

There is no meeting in January. The next meeting will
be on 18th February at 7.30pm at Caversham Heights

Methodist Church hall. Jean Dyer will be speaking about
the history of dolls.

Any ladies wishing to join or visit us will be very
welcome.

- Caversham WI

London was the destination for members at their
November meeting. The speaker was Alan Copeland
with slides of Eccentic London — all the weird and
wonderful statues, buildings and other odd sights. We
will certainly be looking up on our next visit to London.

The competition for a souvenir of London was won by
Monica McMaster with Sylvia Myszor and Romagne
Flight runners up. Reminders were given for the
Christmas meal and party in December.

Probus

The speaker at the November meeting of the Reading
and District Probus Club was Neil Stewart, whose
subject was Beating about the bush. Neil, who is a
member of the Newbury Probus Club, recounted his
experiences on a photographic safari to the Kruger
National park in South Africa.

The safari was led by a wildlife photographer, and
comprised six people travelling on a Land Cruiser, which
is a vehicle ideally suited to wildlife photography. Neil
took many pictures of wildlife on two separate days
journeying into the park, each trip taking up a whole day,
starting at 5am, since early morning and late evening
are the best time for photography as the light is more
suitable.

Most of Neil's talk consisted of showing the pictures
he had taken, and recounting some of the
characteristics of the creatures shown. There were
pictures of [arge animals, such as hippos, elephants,
cape buffalos, lions, cheetahs; reptiles such as
crocodiles, snakes, including cobra and python; and
birdlife, which is prolific in the area, including eagles,
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vultures, hornbills and bustards.

This was a very enjoyable talk lavishly illustrated by
superb photographs.

Probus is a club for retired men, who enjoy a meal
once a month in congenial company. Lunch is followed

by a talk, which may be on a variety of interesting .-

subjects. The club meets at the Caversham Heath Golf
Club. For further information visit the club’s website
www.probusclub-reading.org.uk If you are interested in
joining, contact the secretary David Laird on 0118
9470709.

Can YOU help to deliver the
Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
volunteers?

We need people in Caversham Heights
to deliver papers in Chazey Road and
also to deliver nine bundles of papers by
car to street distributors in the area.
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you feel you
can help or would like more information.
Thank you.

Free Estimates
COPSE ELECTRICAL SERVICES

All Domestic Electrical Work undertaken
Part P registered & certified

Tel: 0798 3627742 / 0795 6811443

Sketches Sometimes

A.F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone
i Paintings & Commissions

Handpnnted Photographs

BEDFORD RD Flash Animation Workshops
I;‘flé[?hl (1)\:] S Artwork & Photography

0118 957 3537 Mike Brand 9475178

mikebrand.co.uk

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors
A Family Owned Funeral Service
Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9Y 1AG

Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

A.BWALKER

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS. EST 1824

Independent family funeral directors and
monumental masons.
Stone memorials

Pre-paid funeral plans

Caversham 0118 9477 007
0118 9573 630

» 24 Hour assistance
« 4 Offices with parking

«  Competitively priced

« Flowers by telephone and on-iine

-



BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

Work l'nd(n.Akcn + Servicing
X Central Heating

S r heating system to
underperform or even fail by having l\[\\l alist Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 7 0118 9345478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

«All G
* Landlord
Remove years

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

Fireplace \92,
MOgIC~

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB
Tel: 0118 9463060

www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk
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Can YOU help to deliver the
Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
volunteers?

We need people in Caversham Heights
to deliver papers in Chazey Road and
also to deliver nine bundles of papers by
car to street distributors in the area.
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you feel you
can help or would like more information.
Thank you.

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,

Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,

den Maintenance, Garden Welding,

oncreting, Ga

obs around the House.

ed, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier.

Gabriele Scicluna cir
Tel: 07778 340 444 | Ol 947 3560

amysclearanceservice@ hotmail.co.uk
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www.caversham.orguk

THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for
information about

Summerfield Care Home

Caversham and
5 ' beyond.
4 Kidmore Road, Caversham
Lo ONE TO ONE
(O118) 84F 2154 computer
training

SUMMERFIELD is a privately owned residenti
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heig

SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respi for all ages &

Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and choice is all abilities
important and every effort is made to encourage [ull quality using your ow n
of life.

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated for a full fange of shops computer,
and amenities within the Caversham area, whilst a frequent laptop or tablet
bus service to Reading town centre passes close by. Anne Garrison

SUMMERFIELD is registered with the CQC (Care Quality
Commission)

All our staff are experienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual. 3
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk

Gaf&u@s

Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,
please call to speak with a nurse.

0118 947 4244

AnneGarrison.co.uk

www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, R4 8Dz 0118 9476666

C

S~~~ NOble Chaufreur Service.co.uk
m

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Ray Noble

Proprietor

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For .
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Serﬁces)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

GIRLS ON TAP

Ladies who Plumb

i

e Your problem is ours
 Small repairs a speciality

Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23¢ Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

1" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roafing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Kentwood Farden Fexvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Fencing Hedge-cutting Patios

Turfing

in style
In our vintage
Route Master
1964 Double
Decker Bus.
Available for
Weddings,
School Proms,
special
occasions or
a nostalgic trip.
Phone 0118 9473124 / 07860 842 760

b.woolford@btinternet.com
www.pasttime.co.uk

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions

Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354
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