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Safeguarding the Welfare,
Interest and Memory of Those
Who Have Served in the Armed Forces

POPPY APPEAL

Once again we are around to Remembrancetide when
the Royal British Legion makes a special effort to collect
money to help ‘old soldiers’ and their dependants.
Caversham Poppy Appeal organiser, Pauline Palmer,
says: “Caversham is a lovely place to live and even
though there have been many changes over recent years
it still retains its ‘village’ atmosphere and community.
This is why our Poppy Appeal collections in Caversham
are always so good - last year’s Appeal raised over
£21,000 and Caversham won the award for the highest
percentage increase in the whole of Berkshire! We are
aiming high again this year and that is why | am asking
you to ‘buy locally’ - please make your donation for a
poppy in Caversham either from one of our door-to-
door collectors or in one of the shops, schools, pubs,
offices or other businesses in Caversham who so kindly
display collecting boxes and poppies. Please help us to
help those who really need our help.”

It is worth remembering that there has only been one
year throughout the last century and to date when not
one of our servicemen or women has been killed or
injured on active service. The Appeal starts on October
30th and continues to 13th November. Caversham

The move to record on the War Memorial in Christchurch Playing
Fields the names of those from Caversham who died in the Second
World War, some 60 years after that war ended, is to be
applauded. Within a comparatively few years the number of those
who have personal memories of that time and, through their
parents, any close knowledge of the 1914-18 war will diminish to
vanishing point. Future generations need to be reminded of the
sacrifices that were made for the freedoms we now enjoy.

The Memorial in Christchurch Playing Fields is not the only one
in what some now think of as North Reading. There is a
permanent memorial in the porch of St Barnabas’ Church to the
18 from Emmer Green who were killed in the First World War;
only a third of those names appear on the Caversham Memorial.
The record of those who died in the Second World War is in the
frontispiece of a King James Version of a Lectern Bible presented
to the church by the Emmer Green Branch of the British Legion.
These names are also recorded on the November page of the Book
of Remembrance in the church, the pages of which are turned
each month. The lists of names for both wars also appear on page
121 of Emmer Green Past and Present, which was published by
the Emmer Green Residents' Association in 2000. (Copies of the
2nd edition are still available from Map Reading and some local
bookshops).

The Emmer Green Branch of the British Legion was disbanded
about 12 years ago since when the colours of the Branch and the
Women's Section have been laid up within the church. The list of
names of those who died in the Second World War is given below.
As mentioned above, twelve of the names do not appear on the list
from Caversham published last month. The total list includes the
names of boys from the former Church of England Children's
Society Home, St Benets, which was on land now occupied by
Lyefield Court. This piece of research has revealed that through
a clerical error the name of PJ Lane has been missed from the
Book of Remembrance and subsequently from Emmer Green Past
and Present, although it appears in the memorial list in the Holy

Royal British Legion will be remembering those who Bible; this omission is being rectified in the Book of
died in the two World Wars at 11 o’clock on Thursday Remembrance.
11th November outside the Working Men'’s Club - it is
hoped that as many people as possible will observe the G. Briant C. Kent Margaret J. Thackeray
two-minute silence. E
On Sunday 14th November the usual parade will ,Iqw g}:;yar; h K.N. Lane R.F.C. Wellens
leave Westfield Park at 10.30am and the Rev Fr Philip SN AL aphor.  RdcLane A.E. Wheeler
Dallaway, the Branch Chaplain, from St John’s will A. Constable D. Perren N.H. Wheeler
conduct the service of Remembrance at Caversham War D.F. Dunn .
Memorial in Christchurch Meadows - everyone is PR.R. Elford C. Pratt H.B. VV'lll‘ett
welcome to attend. SR et W. Snow H.J. Williams
R.G. Hulse J.A. Sword W. Witchelo
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ACCOUNTS & TAX

Quality personal service for all your
Accounting, Tax, VAT, Book-keeping
Free Quote Home Visits

Gerard Young 0118-926 9652

TALKING POINT
B

y
Revd Margaret Dimmick

A.R. FLOWER

Property Maintenance — General
Repairs — All Types of Decorating
Undertaken — Kitchens, Woodwork

FREE ESTIMATES
14 Woodcote Way, Caversham
Phone 947 5846

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

“GOLDEN CHARTER”
FUNERAL PRE-PAYMENT PLANS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD, READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 957 3650

BLYTH HOUSE, 158 READING ROAD, HENLEY-ON-THAMES

Tel: 01491 413434

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick lonely and/or
housebound.

3. Give information regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they have
on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am
Tel: 948 3466

Please note — Offers of help always welcome.

The Caversham Bridge is your paper,
providing a link between the churches and
the community.

Contributions are welcomed if they are
relevant to community matters or church
life. Copy should be kept short, typed in
double spacing if possible and with a word
count. Copy dates are given in the paper
each month and copy should be handed in
at the Parish Office at Church House,
Church Street, Caversham. The office is
open 9.30 - 12.30 on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please note
the Editors reserve the right to edit copy if
necessary.

REMEMBRANCE

“Rosemary for Remembrance”, says Shakespeare’s Ophelia
in Hamlet as she apparently absent-mindedly strews her herbs.
But it is very poignant, for she is carefully considering the
meaning of the plants. It is appropriate that Sue Ryder has
chosen a sprig of rosemary as a symbol for their logo.

At this time of the year, we have All Saints and All Souls day,
when we remember the illustrious examples of the faithful and
our departed loved ones, soon to be followed by
Remembrance Sunday when we remember those who have
died in warfare.

This has been a year of remembrances, of the ninetieth
anniversary of the outbreak of the first World War, when it has
been wonderful to see men over 100 years old recalling clearly
memories which they had hoped to forget for so long. It was
the sixtieth anniversary of the D Day invasions and it was
interesting for us “young ones” who were born that year to
know what was going on. The events were emotional as
memories of comrades and events were stirred, as those people
who were involved at the time made sense of their past
experiences and reflected on the effect they had on the world,
and to reflect on where God was in their lives.

We are talking to the people involved and recording their
feelings as well as their experiences while they are still with us,
before the events become details in a history book.

Celebrating remembrance is not solely a Christian sentiment.
At an Interfaith Group meeting in Reading in September, |
noticed in a Jewish display explaining their customs, that they
have ceremonies to remember the dead. We also have a
custom of putting flowers on a grave as a way to remember. In
recent years, they seem to be taken to an accident site or the
place where a tragic death has occurred. Why does this
happen? In ancient times or other cultures, it may have been
done to appease the spirit of the dead person; it may have been
an offering to them. Perhaps nowadays it can be a symbol to
express grief or be a symbol of something we want to do to
express our mixed emotions.

Most Christians and Jews have symbolic meals to remember
their religious identity, their place in the understanding they
have as people of God.

We remember Jesus. It is so central to us in the Mass, the
Eucharist, Holy Communion, the Lord’s Supper. Here, we
remember a death, that of Jesus, who brought us the hope of
salvation. By his death, Jesus opened the gates of Heaven and
brought us eternal life.

So this may be a sombre time and an emotional time, but
also a time of joyful remembrance, of the positive things we
remember of our loved ones and the eternal hope of salvation
in Jesus Christ.

(Revd Margaret Dimmick is an Anglican priest at Caversham
Park Ecumenical Church).

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Contributions for the December 2004 issue of this paper should be sent to the Parish Office, Church House by noon
on Wednesday 3rd November. The date for submission of items for the January 2005 issue will be Wednesday 24th
November.

All advertising copy for the December 2004 issue should be sent to Mrs Lobley, 15 Albert Road, Caversham, by
Tuesday 2nd November 2004. For the January 2005 issue the date will be Tuesday November 23rd 2004,

The newspape'r ;ux!uoedlby the members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
or the local

The Caversham Bridge is delivered each
month to homes in Caversham. It could be
delivered to you for £2.40 per year. If you
do not regularly subscribe to the paper and
would like to do so, please contact the
Parish Office on 947 1703.

EDITORS: Mr Eric Chappell, Mrs Marjorie Tillman, Mr Kevin Corrigan, Mrs Kathy Munns, Mrs Val Reynolds, Mr Alan Bradbury
clo Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX Tel: 947 1703.

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mrs Sarah Lobley, 15 Albert Road, Caversham RG4 7AN, Tel: 377 3020.
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr M, Staunton, 23 Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7AN. Tel; 947 2389,
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr H. Pilgrim, 64 Highmoor Road, Caversham RG4 7BG. Tel: 947 4017,

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Branch, 11 Gurney Drive, Caversham, RG4 7LG. Tel: 947 7534,

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views in this do not

reflect the opinion of the board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered
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CAVERSHAM CLERGY

ANGLICAN

Canon Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church Road,
Tel: 947 9130.

(Parish Office: Tuesday-Thursday 9.30-12.30. Tel: 947 1703
email: parishoffice@stpetercaversham.idps.co.uk)

Fr Keith Kinnaird, St. Andrew’s Vicarage, Harrogate Road.

Tel: 947 2788

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road. Tel: 947 8239,

Fr Philip Dallaway, The Vicarage, St John’s Road. Tel: 947 1814
Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road, Caversham Park.
Tel: 947 0258

Revd Alveen Thoresen, Flat 1 Roschill House, Peppard Road,
Emmer Green,. RG4 8XB Tel 946 4786

Revd Keith Knee-Robinson, 8 Hewett Close, Caversham, RG4 7ER
Tel 947 7868

Revd Heather Serjeant, 4a The Mount, Caversham

Tel: 947 2729

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT
Rey Lynne Davis, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham Park Village
Tel: 947 5152.

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
Rev Dermot Thornbury, 72 Highmoor Road, Caversham.
Tel: 947 2223

BAPTIST
Rev Paul Rhodes. Tel: 954 5353

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
Eric Bird Tel: 947 4529

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Anthony Jones, The Presbytery, 2 South View Avenue.
Tel: 947 1787

Fr John Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common

Tel: 972 3418

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 945 3849 (contact)

Prited by Newbury Woekly News (Printors) Lt

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
945am = Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong

St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.00am The Holy Eucharist

10.00am Parish Eucharist and Sunday School
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

An up to date list of weekday Services will be found on the Church
notice boards.

St Barnabas’, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)

9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Morning Worship (2nd Sunday)
All Age Worship (4th Sunday)
CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH
10.30am Prospect Street

6.30pm Usually at 191 Kidmore Road

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL, Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Methodist Church (Gosbrook Road)
10.30am and 6.30pm
Cayersham Heights, Highmoor Road

9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am and 6.30pm
Woodcote Parish Church

9.45am (sccond Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers),
Church Street, Reading

10.30am

(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD, Church Street, Caversham
9.30am  Sunday School

11.00am  Divine Worship
6.00pm  Evening Service
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SCHOOL NEWS

News from St. Anne’s School
Catholic Cluster Mass

On 21st September there took place the annual
Catholic Cluster Mass for teachers, both Catholic
and non-Catholic, who teach in the Reading
Catholic Cluster Schools and for Catholic
teachers who teach in other schools in the area.
This year it was hosted by the staff of St Anne’s
School who prepared the Mass and provided
refreshments.

About one hundred teachers from various schools
attended the Mass which was celebrated by
Father Tony Jones, assisted by Father John Ellis
of St. Michael’s and Father John Chadwick,
assistant priest at English Martyrs.

Father Tony reminded the congregation that it
was the feast day of St. Matthew who had been
specially chosen as an apostle although he
belonged to an unpopular and mistrusted class of
people, the tax collectors. Jesus reminded critics
of this choice that he had come to call sinners,
not the righteous, to repentance and that it was
the sick who were in need of a physician.

Father Tony drew upon his reading of Philip
Pullman’s Dark Materials trilogy to compare and
contrast Pullman’s Magisterium with the
Catholic hierarchy. The Magisterium was a
hierarchy responsible for carrying out what were

Teachers enjoying refreshment after Mass.

thought to be the wishes of a cruel and vindictive
god. Anyone daring to step out of line or to break
the rules laid down by the Magisterium was
punished. On the other hand, the Catholic
hierarchy, from the Pope downwards, endeavours
to carry out the wishes of a benevolent and
sympathetic God. St. Paul, in his letter to the
Ephesians which was the first reading of the
Mass, includes teachers in a diverse list of people
who "make a unity in the work of service".
Father Tony welcomed and thanked the non-
catholic teachers present at this Mass, who teach
in the cluster schools and who are committed to
furthering the spiritual welfare as well as the
education of their pupils.

In closing his address, Father Tony invited the
congregation to take refreshments in the Cenacle
after Mass. As an inducement he offered to
present a cucumber sandwich to anyone who was
not one of his parishioners who could tell him
what a Cenacle was.

That the Mass was greatly enjoyed was clear
from the enthusiastic singing and the general air
of friendliness. The meeting was a happy
occasion from both the social and religious points
of view. Norman Shaw

Plcs Jane Shaw

News from St. Martin’s School
The Foundation Stage Area

Mrs Corinne Hackett, Class 1 teacher, writes:-

During the summer, the infant playground at St. Martin’s
Primary School was developed to include a specific area for
Foundation Stage (Reception) children.

The idea was that the children were able to integrate with
older children but also have an area which enabled them to
feel safe and secure in their new environment.

A canopy was erected which allowed all-weather outdoor
play and a new door was built on to Class One to enable
direct access for the children. A new sand pit was placed
under the canopy as well as plenty of room for such
apparatus as water trays. "A shed was also included to

Plc Jane Shaw

The new Foundation Stage area showing canopy, sand trays
and wooden train

provide ample child-friendly storage for the bikes, scooters
and other play equipment. Finally, the area was fenced off
with attractive pencil fencing.

The children are thoroughly enjoying this new addition to
their playground and have spent lots of time exploring it.
They take pride in their new area and are keen to keep it
clean and tidy. They talk constantly about being allowed to
go outside. The area is no longer just a playground but a real
extension to the classroom. With the requirements of the
Foundation Curriculum the area has provided vital resources
to enable us to deliver diverse, interactive and fun outdoor
lessons.

Appeal for Clerk to the

Governors

St Martin's needs a Clerk to the Board
of Governors.

If you can take notes (not necessarily in
shorthand) and can attend about five
evening meetings during the school year,
would you consider this post? Apart from
taking minutes at the meetings the main
duties would be to write up and send out
copies of the minutes after the meetings
and to send agendas when the next
meeting is due. You would also receive
information from Reading to pass on to
the Governors.

It would be an interesting situation and
your efforts would be greatly appreciated.
All expenses would be covered, of course.

If you are able to help, please contact
Mrs Hogg, Acting Headteacher, on 0118
901 5544, who will give you further
information.

==
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Lamberts

Residential & Commercial Conveyancing
Accident & Personal Injury * Wills * Trusts & Probate
Consumer & Commercial Litigation « Employment Law
Londlord & Tenant * Matrimonial & Children * Debt

Starting, Buying & Selling Businesses

Q 1 PROSPECT STREET » CAVERSHAM

HAM 0118 ©
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15" BERKSHIRE ROOFING

Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

= &=
!
Sl ]
Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529

CHRIS LEWINGTON
DECORATING SERVICES

Tel 0118 946 4007 Mobile 07958 293867

Painting and Decorating
Interior and Exterior
Paper Hanging Specialist
Artexing, Coving

Shops and Offices

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Your Local Professional Flooring Specialists

O Wood Floors O Sanding and Sealing
O Cork O Lino O Vinyl O Carpet
D Quality Laminate
All supplied and expertly installed
Tel: 0118 948 2778
to arrange an appointment convenient to you
Email: castleflooring@freenet.co.uk

Bx
Cyril H. Lovegrove

Funeral Directors
Memorial Consultants
Personal Funeral Plans

141 Oxford Road
Reading

58 Briants Avenue
Caversham
Tel: 0118946 1393  Tel: 0118 957 2016
(24 Hrs) (24 Hrs

21 School Road
Tilehurst
Tel: 0118 845 2103
(24 Hrs)
As your local Funeral Directors
we will do ALL we can to kelp.

Over 50 years experience

Fam"g‘

LAWY ERE

Q

READING RG4 818
Fox: 0118 946 1092 1
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Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE (0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
Caversham Heights
MOBILE (07768 316270
Reading
Berks
RG4 78U

[ Patrick ] Manners F.C.A., A.T.LI

Established in 1986, we have steadily grown through
our offices in Reading and London

Qur small team is always pleased to help and, with its
range of experience gained through involvement for
over 30 years in the accountancy profession, can
provide solutions to all accounting, auditing and tax
problems

Contact us at 16 Sheridan Avenue, Caversham
Tel 0118 947 9162
e-mail patmanners@pjmanners.sagehost.co.uk

THE PAINTING & DECORATING COMPANY

Quality workmanship
City & Guilds qualified
Excellent references

Paul Mason
0118 961 3406 ¢ 07887 835571

PHOTOGRAPHY

BY

Jonathan Farmer
ABIPP ARPS
For Antiques & Architecture ® Brochures
Commercial ® Products ® Progress & PR
Weddings & Social Occasions

0118 947 6786

", v jonathanfammer.co.uk

i 64 Peppard Road,
i  Reading RG4 8TL

printing & graphics limited

The complete package from Design
to 4 colour printing

Brochures « Booklets « Programmes
« Stationery

Also Volume Copying

25 Milford Road, Reading Berkshire RG1 8LG
Telephone: 0118 958 8569
Facsimile: 0118 950 9872

ISDN: 0118 958 1340
L E-mail: service@sevenash.demon.co.uk

BYSTAN

What does Your garden grow?

Mary, Mary, quite unwary

What did your garden grow?

She sold some land for sixty grand
And now sees houses, all in a row.

This parody of the well-known nursery rhyme highlights a modern
dilemma that is becoming increasingly evident in Caversham. More and
more planning applications are being made to the Council that involve
development in one or more back gardens. A common situation is that it
becomes known that a house in a row of terraced houses, or in a string of
detached or semi-detached properties, either has been, or is likely to be,
put on the market. If it happens that these properties have good sized rear
gardens, developers are attracted like wasps to a honey pot and should the
property in question, if demolished, afford the only entrance to a possible
rear garden site, the potential selling price of the house and garden
together with parts of neighbouring gardens are greatly enhanced.

This ushers in a dilemma! The developer makes tempting offers for
sufficient garden areas that would make development a financially viable
project for them, while leaving neighbours with the agony of deciding
whether or not to sell in the light of their circumstances. Comparing the
several factors involved in deciding which is the best course of action for
an individual householder to take is not easy.

Factors such as the loss of a cherished garden, the intrusion of new
houses being built in close proximity, the loss of a pleasant view and the
effect of a development on woodland and wildlife have to be considered.
On the other side of the coin, a typical offer for the purchase of a
reasonably sized local garden area could amount to several tens of
thousands of pounds. This substantial financial return could significantly
help to reduce a mortgage commitment or (especially for the older
generation) bring greater financial security and perhaps obviate the need
for recourse to an equity release scheme.

For those thinking of selling part of their garden, one or two points that
might be overlooked need consideration. The offer price represents both
the cost of the land and some compensation for the subsequent reduction
in the market value of the property, while the cash offer may be paid in
stages, the final payment being made only when the last dwelling in the
development has been sold. Also, once the sale agreement has been
made, the seller cannot object to the type of dwelling or the density of the
properties in the development.

Local Residents’ Associations are concerned at the rapid growth of this
type of development as they feel it is important that the character of
Caversham is not jeopardised by the implementation of some of these
schemes. All these Associations would welcome new members who
might wish to support their aims.

The Village

One often has the impression that the shopping centres of many towns
look very similar. A walk along the High Street or through the shopping
malls reveals the presence of the same retail outlets with very few
individual shops to relieve the monotony. This situation is now referred to
as ‘Clone Towns’ and according to recent reports, Reading comes high on
the list of being very much a clone.

But is Caversham a clone? At first glance, it may appear to be, but
move away from Waitrose and it soon becomes apparent that this is not
the case. Among the variety of shops and businesses, only two types
seem to dominate; estate agents (of which there are eleven) and
restaurants of which there are several small ones and two large pub
restaurants. In Caversham, we have, among others, Greek, Italian,
Spanish, Indian, Chinese and Thai restaurants, a bakery and tea shop, a
sandwich bar and four take-aways.

Most of the other essentials are covered. We have dentists, opticians, a
foot clinic and two doctors’ surgeries, hairdressers, shoe shops, a pet
shop, a hardware shop, florists and many other useful shops. Sadly, we do
miss Nicksons, the country shop and the excellent Caversham bookshop.

Can we say that Caversham is an attractive place? We have to admit
that it is like the curate’s egg — good in parts! The public library, now that
it has been cleaned, looks splendid and the paving, railings and shrubs
surrounding it do it justice. We also have the very fine magnolia tree with
its beautiful large creamy flowers in Priory Avenue and the lovely
Scholar Tree near the library bus stop, with its delightful pale green
leaves in spring followed by yellow flowers in August.

Unfortunately, other parts of Caversham do not have the same appeal.
By Caversham Bridge on a sensitive site overlooking the river, is the
unsightly and dilapidated empty casino restaurant. This building gives a
poor impression to those approaching Caversham from Reading and it
has spoiled an otherwise pleasant view for years. Can nothing be done to
improve this situation?

The corner where Church Road meets Church Street is a potentially
attractive place, as the old cottages there with their little dormer windows
and uneven tiled roofs are reminders of the reason why people who have

lived in Caversham for a good length of time call it “The Village’. The
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little new trees planted in front of them with
their tasteful protective railings look well, but
the whole effect is spoilt by the planters with
their untidy and neglected shrubs, the two
mysterious ugly grey boxes and the black
railings at the edge of the pavement. Do we
need all these railings to prevent us from
perishing amongst the traffic?

Finally

We were sorry to learn of the recent death of
May Leach who for a very long time was an
active committee member of the Caversham
and District Residents’ Association.

Throughout her membership of the
Association, she made significant
contributions to the work of the Association
and we are grateful that she and many others
willingly give up their time in helping to
maintain the quality of life that Caversham
affords.

JOHN =
WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING HEATING &
ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

Competent tradesman will undertake central

heating, bath/shower room installations & general

plumbing and electrical work and repairs large or
small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

FRENCH COUNTRY
COTTAGE IN BRITTANY
2 MINS FROM HOT FRENCH BREAD

« In pretty little village
* 20 mins from sea

* 80 mins from St Malo

* Beamed cottage tastefully renovated

* Sleeps 6 & cot

* All mod cons plus French & Satellite TV
* Set in '/s acre garden with BBQ

* Sports nearby

FERRY DISCOUNTS - MIDWEEK BOOKINGS

0118 947 7525

Pictures

of Emmer Green

Framing, prints and original art

14 Milestone Way Precinct, Emmer Green,
Reading RG4 8XW
0118 946 1336
http://www.artistoriginals.net

I' Tootsies

of Emmer Green

Bouquets, wreaths and plants

14 Milestone Way Precinct, Emmer Green,
Reading RG4 8XW
0118 946 1336
http://www.artistoriginals.net
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‘Life in Old Caversham’ revised

For o_ve'r.30 years Mary Kift has delighted readers of the Bridge with her stories of old Caversham and she has spent many
hours visiting and interviewing local residents to collect material and record their earliest memories. Canon John Grimwade,
then the Rector of Caversham and founder of this newspaper, had an instinct for finding the right person for the right job! In
1977 he decided that Mary was the obvious choice to be in charge of a committee to prepare an exhibition on the history of
Caversham to be part of a Grand Festival to celebrate the centenary of the renovation of the church of St Peter’s which was due
to take place in the following year.

‘You ought to write a book’

The exhibition, held in Church House, was a huge success. It was visited by 4,000 people over four days and then kept open for
another day so that children from local schools could attend. Mary remembers what hard work it was, but the outcome was that
more and more people were saying to her ‘You ought to write a book’. Modestly she declines to describe herself as a historian
but thankfully for the rest of us she realised that now she had enough material from her local interviews and the research she
had already done. So she embarked on the project and ‘Life in Old Caversham’ was published in 1980, illustrated by photographs
generously lent or given. Incidentally there is a Mary Kift collection of photographs archived in the Berkshire Record Office.

Early History

As well as talking to local residents, Mary researched the earlier history of Caversham and discovered much of interest to add
to her book. She was intrigued to find that the Regent for Henry III died in his manor at Caversham. There were many royal
visitors to Caversham including Catherine of Aragon, Elizabeth I and Charles I. A day of fighting took place during the Civil
War. Many fine buildings with historical connections have existed in Caversham over the years, some now converted to modern
use, others lost forever. All these and many more fascinating events are chronicled in Mary’s book as well as delightful anecdotes
of more recent times. As she says in her foreword, she has discovered the truth of the words of William Wing, a Caversham
architect and amateur local historian: ‘Caversham is far from being without a history’.

3000 copies sold

By great good fortune in 1979 Lindsay and John Mullaney had opened Caversham Bookshop in Prospect Street. They
marketed Mary’s book and it was received with great interest, for no-one else had produced a history of Caversham in such an
acizdessible form. Soon the first 2,000 copies printed had been sold and a reprint of a further thousand ordered and again soon
sold.

Same family for over 100 years
Mary herself remembers coming to live in Caversham in 1924 at the age of 3, accompanied by her parents and brother Peter.

The house she lives in was bought new by her grandparents in 1903 and has
been lived in by the family ever since. Her grandmother’s best friend bought
the house next door and Mary remembers when that lady came to tea she
carefully took out a clean handkerchief from her bag and spread it on the
table next to her plate. The children watched, mesmerised, as she then
removed her false teeth from her mouth, placed them on the hanky and
proceeded to tuck into the spread before her!

A Happy Childhood

Mary has fond memories of her childhood: picnics, parties, being given
rides by the gardener in a wheelbarrow up and down the unmade road,
flying kites in Chazey Road fields now covered by housing, kind neighbours
and happy schooldays. She attended St Peter’s Hill School (where Scholars
Close is now situated), and recalls story-time sitting under a large and
beautiful cherry tree. She always made sure to sit on the edge of the group
where she could surreptitiously sample the delicious fruits.

Happy Days Teaching

After attending the Abbey School Mary returned to St Peter’s Hill School
to teach. Then World War II came and she joined the Land Army where she
was billeted with a lady who lived in the Lambourn countryside. There she
bathed in an old-fashioned hip bath or, in warm weather, in the icy waters
of the Lambourn, a chalk stream which flowed at the bottom of the garden.

She returned to teaching after the war and then studied for two years at
the Froebel Institute in London to become qualified. She taught in
Checkendon and Wallingford and in 1960 was delighted to be appointed
head teacher of the school in the village of Mapledurham, despite the fact
that the schoolhouse lacked any modern conveniences! Here she was able
to put into practice all her theories of education. It was a very rewarding
and happy time, and there are pupils who still keep in touch with her nearly
half a century later.

Mary Kift hen yun.

R. LESTER

Specialists in Ceramic Wall and
Floor Tiling
Complete Bathroom Refurbishment

19 Flodden Drive, Calcot, Reading RG30 7TEH
Tel: 0118 941 3567 Mobile: 07810 515 971

Revising the Book

Owing to family commitments Mary retired from teaching in 1969 and

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic -

A this was when she was able to spend more time on her interest in local

i
REGISTERED OSTEOPATH history and her writing, as well as her hobbies of gardening, bird-watching,
T g many painting and archaeology, and her work for the church. Mary has always

been very active but last year she began to feel that she’d like to ‘start
winding down a bit’. However, her niece Catherine persuaded her that it
was time for a reprint of ‘Life in Old Caversham’ so that those who have
come to the area during the past twenty years would have the opportunity
to share an awareness of the history of the place. Catherine and Mary have
been working since January last year, making additions and amendments
and putting in more photographs.

A Great Christmas Gift

For more information or to book an appointment
0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

NETLEY LANDSCAPES
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MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

Noble Chauffeur Service
Office: 0118 9470504
Mobile: 0779 3214385

www.NobleChauffeurService.co.uk

INCS)

Phone for a price
Airports — Weddings
Business or Personal Service

Kentwood gatdgn. Services

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944
Hedge-cutting

Turfing Fencing Patios J

(" The Entertaining )

Cooks
PROFESSIONAL CATERING FOR ALL
OCCASIONS

Ring Christine Harvey
on Reading 9478597

\ for a price guide j

Belcher Turf Co.

J. V. BELCHER

EST. 1976
May we quote you for all ‘
Garden work? ‘
Large or small jobs welcome. |
Prompt attention to all enquiries. |

Turf supplied only

or
Turf supplied and laid
Phone Reading 0118 947 3124
or 07860 842760

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.

FREE ESTIMATES
Phone 9461701

The great news is that the revised edition is being printed and should be
available in time for Christmas. Sadly, Caversham Bookshop is now closed
but Bangles in Prospect Street, an excellent place to search for handmade
and unusual gifts, will, hopefully, be selling copies very soon..

Mary’s articles still appear occasionally in the Caversham Bridge and
continue to generate a lot of interest among readers. So many changes have
taken place in everyday life that stories of what happened in days gone by
are a source of fascination, That is why history programmes are so popular
on TV, why museums run such interesting history projects and why you
might like to buy Mary's book ‘Life in Old Caversham’.

£

Caversham Heights 1
Dental Practice \
25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7TLR ‘

0118 9474848 |

= i

ber y‘

| Friendly, relaxed atmosphere I
Quality private dental care for all the family Il
Preventative Dentistry, Cosmetic Treament j

Denture, Crowns, Bridges [
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening f
Early and late appointments f

S i

Easy access and parking
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THE
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AROUND |

Cox, Russet, Blenheim and many other ...

&S g
O, APPLES
) Pears Apple Juice Honey

24074 Woodcote Road)

* CHRISTMAS BOXES + * MAIL ORDER *

" @nne .

web design arrison

WEB SITE DESIGN
simple, aftractive
easily navigated sites

a cost effective way fo promote your
business or organisation
0900000000000

Anne Garrison

www.AnneGarrison.co.uk

LD Collinson cmmi

CLOCKMAKER
FREE ESTIMATES
78 WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Speci

Grand

in French and
lock repairs

"

ee local collection service
OVER 45 YEARS EXPERIENCE

i)

Tel. (0118) 947 3548

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

n00ee

Jt

JENNINGS

of Caversham

Retail at

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 947 5939
FOR THE BEST IN YOUR
HOME MEATS & FREEZER
REQUIREMENTS
Catering Division
26 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

Tel: Reading 947 1528/947 5172
Fax: 0118 946 1380

John Bell leads the Big Sing

Many people from Caversham and Emmer Green were
among the vast number that filled Greyfriars Church to
overflowing on a Sunday in mid-September for an evening
led by the Revd John Bell, the Church of Scotland
Minister who is music director of the Iona Community
and one of two resource workers of the community's semi-
autonomous project, The Wild Goose Resource Group.
This Group exists to enable and equip congregations and
clergy in the shaping and creation of new forms of

| relevant, participative worship.

Writing about John Bell, GIA Publications Chicago, one

| of the publishers of his music and songs, sums up his

ability as being able to transform a disparate gathering of

| people and shape them into one body, one voice, one

song. It is John Bell's belief that everyone has the
capacity to sing, a fact that he proved over more than one
and a half hours when he got the congregation to sing a
range of hymns and chants in four or more parts. This
tour de force of musicology he achieved merely by the
unaccompanied use of his own voice, indicating the
course of the music with his hands. Only once did he use
the keyboard.

It was a remarkable evening that followed another
evening two days earlier specifically designed for choirs.
John Bell came to Reading through the good offices of the
Revd Dr Sheppey of Abbey Baptist Church in events
organised by Churches Together in Reading. All of the
retiring collection, of around £1,300, received on the
Greyfriars evening has been donated to the work of the
Churches in Reading Drop-in-Centre, which is most
grateful for the support.

The Revd John Bell in Greyfriars Church with
Major Samuel Edgar, Chairman of Churches
Together in Reading.

News from Our Lady and St Anne’s Parish
Archbishop Nichols’ Visitation to the South Oxfordshire Deanery

On the 15th September, about 200 members of the
South Oxfordshire Deanery in the Archdiocese of
Birmingham met for the inaugural meeting for the
Visitation of Archbishop Vincent Nichols to the deanery.
Clergy and parishioners from the seven parishes which
make up the deanery attended the meeting, which took
place in the chapel of the Oratory School at Woodcote.
During the months before this meeting, each parish had
prepared a booklet or Parish Profile which detailed the life
of each parish and these were available at the meeting.

The evening started with vespers which all joined in,
and then the Chaplain of the Oratory School, Fr Anthony
Conlon, spoke a few words of welcome. He mentioned
that the Oratory was founded by Cardinal John Newman
with the aim of educating young men to be good
Christians and also to be leaders
in the world about them.

Father Tony Jones, in his
capacity as Dean, welcomed the
Archbishop, his auxiliary Bishop,
Philip Pargeter, and all those who
had come to the meeting. He then
introduced the representatives of
each parish in turn to give a five-
minute presentation of their own
parish. These were widely
different in form but each was
designed to give the Archbishop
an overview of the strengths and
even the weaknesses of each
parish and to express some of the
problems that the Archbishop
might be able to address.

The Archbishop listened
attentively to all that was said and
took notes as the evening
progressed.

He then spoke to the meeting. Firstly, he thanked all the
representatives for their presentations, saying that all
showed the work of God behind them, and then he went
on to talk about the philosophy behind the visitation. He
had a duty to ensure that every Catholic had the attention
of a priest known to them but there soon might not be

enough priests for a resident priest everywhere. He was
glad to hear that there was attention to the needs of the
sick and that the needs of the church abroad also featured
in many parish profiles.

This was the seventeenth of nineteen deaneries that the
Archbishop was visiting and he hoped that at the end he
would able to help strengthen each parish and encourage
cooperation in sharing problems on both a local and an
Archdiocesan level.

Canon Tom Farrell, the Episcopal Vicar, visited Our
Lady and St Anne’s Parish over the first weekend of
October. He celebrated and preached at all three Masses
and met parishioners after each service. On Saturday
afternoon, he met members of the parish teams, groups
and organisations. On Sunday, he went to visit some of
the sick and housebound of the
parish and had tea in the
Visitation convent.

At Mass, Canon Farrell spoke
about the visitation, saying that he
did not see it as an Ecclesiastical
Ofsted, consisting of interviews
and inspection of books, but
rather as a chance to meet the
people and encourage their sense
of communion within the parish
and between parishes. If there is
change for the better to be made
in the parish then it must start
with individuals looking at
themselves and changing under
the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

He thanked all who had in any
way helped to make the parish
what it was, identifying many of
the groups by name, and specially
mentioned the way in which
Father Tony and parishioners had welcomed him over the
weekend.

It will be interesting to see how the outcome of this
series of visits will shape the life of the Archdiocese in the
years to come.

y ) Plc: Jane Shaw
Canon Tom Farrell with parishioners after Mass.

Jane Shaw
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CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH

The Induction Service of Paul Rhodes - 18th September 2004

The day finally arrived when we formally
welcomed Paul, Katy, Sally and David Rhodes
into the fellowship at Caversham Baptist Church.
Paul Rhodes was inducted as pastor of
Caversham Baptist on Saturday 18th September.
The church was packed with well-wishers from
Paul’s sending church (Cairns Road Baptist
Church, Bristol), local Christian organisations
and churches, and Caversham Baptist members
and friends.

Jeremy Hopkins, who had been our moderator
during the interregnum, opened the service with
a welcome and prayers. Paul’s good friend
Nicholas Taylor read a passage from Mark
chapter 1. The Worship Group was in good form
and led us in a number of powerful worship
songs.

In his sermon Mike Pears, the pastor at Cairns
Road, congratulated us on grabbing Paul and
Katy. It was with real sincerity that Cairns Road
members commended
Paul and Katy to us. Mike
reminded us that not only
was today a day of
celebration, with typically
Baptist sandwiches and
quiche after, but also a
challenging day to take
courageous steps forward,
to be outward looking and
know more about the
world, while seeking God’s
presence in our midst.
Mike hoped that Paul’s
enthusiasm for this would
be contagious. Mike
encouraged Paul and Katy
to say "the call on us is

not to run the church but Association).

Preferment for Former

Caversham Clergy

On behalf of its readers Caversham Bridge congratulates two former
curates in Caversham on recent appointments to senior positions.
The Revd Jo Loveridge, who was curate at St John's between 1997
and 1998, has been appointed as Area Dean of the Bradfield Deanery,
the first woman Area Dean in Berkshire. Jo Loveridge is Vicar of St
Mary's Burghfield. Canon Christine Allsop, who was curate at St
Peter's and St Margaret's between 1989 and 1994 and who is
currently Team Rector of the Bourne Valley and Rural Dean of
Alderbury in the Salisbury Diocese, has been appointed as

Archdeacon of Northampton in the Peterborough Diocese.

The picture of the Revd Jo Loveridge was taken just prior to her
appointment at St John's. Canon Christine Allsop was photographed

in Reading earlier
> W this year at a service
at the Minster
Church of St Mary to
commemorate the
10th Anniversary of
the ordination of
women to the
priesthood in the
Church of England.

ST PETER’S CHOIR

From left to right are: Norman Ide (Church secretary),
Nicholas Taylor, Katy Rhodes, Paul Rhodes, Mike Pears
(Pastor of Cairns Road), Stuart Mathers (Caversham
Baptist’s Youth worker), Jeremy Hopkins, Rev Dr Rodger
Standing (Regional Minister — Southern Counties Baptist

to seek first the Kingdom of Heaven and all the
other stuff will be added to us", for as we push out
for God, God will push in for us. He asked the
church members to encourage Paul to make the
church relevant for this generation. Lastly Mike
told us that Paul and Katy are not the answer for
the church, they have come to work with us and
help us experience the answer, Jesus. Ministry
belongs to all.

Rev. Dr. Rodger Standing, Regional Minister for
the Southern Counties Baptist Association,
performed the Act of Induction. Firstly the church
was given the opportunity to tell the story of how
we unanimously came to call Paul to be our new
pastor. Paul, in turn, expressed his delight at the
invitation, as his whole family had already said
that this was the church for them. Paul and Katy
were asked a number of questions to confirm that
they did feel that they had been called to this

church and the church members were asked if

they would receive Paul
as their Pastor. Paul was
then officially declared
Pastor of Caversham
Baptist Church.

After the service a
wonderful spread was laid
out for all (without a
quiche in sight!). As there
were so many people,
instructions were given as
to which serving table to
go to. Paul announced
that he would not be
following these
instructions. So watch
out, we have a rebel in our
midst and, worse, a Man
United supporter.

GOSBROOK ROAD
METHODIST CHURCH

So.a new Methodist year has begun. We have a
new minister, and we hope and pray that the
Revd Dermot Thornberry and his wife
Charlene will be happy with us.

All the weekly activities have sprung into
action, The Boys Brigade, who meet on a
Tuesday evening, would always be delighted to
welcome new boys. The Crawshay Playgroup
is going well and has a few vacancies. The
Toddler group is overwhelmed with little ones.
Coffee Companions on Wednesdays from
10am to 12 noon is always a good time of
fellowship. The Women’s Fellowship has been
busy planting bulbs to sell at the Christmas
Fair and collecting items to go in the shoe
boxes for ‘Operation Christmas Child’. The
Churches Together in Caversham Youth and
Family Initiative team are working hard and
are always on hand for young people and
parents alike. There is also a slimming club and
yoga evening taking place, plus, of course,
Cadence Cadet Band. Please call in for dertails
of any of these activities.

"AROUND
THE
CHURCHES

St Peter’s Choir is having a busy
couple of months. On Saturday 16th
October they joined forces with the
choir of St John, Mortimer to sing
Choral Evensong at Portsmouth
Cathedral. They are now preparing
for two forthcoming events, in
addition to their normal routine of
services, before the build up to
Advent and Christmas.

On Sunday 7th November at
6.30pm they are presenting a Choral
service of music, readings and

prayers for the period of All Souls
and Remembrance. This is to
include Purcell’s*Funeral Music for
Queen Mary’ complete with
instrumentalists.

On Saturday 13th November at
7.30pm they are presenting a concert
of sacred and secular music along
with the Henley Wind Ensemble.
Tickets available from Parish Office,
Church House, 59 Church Street
(947 1703) or Tan Westley (966
1087).

Fund raising events are planned for the next
few months. The first is a Grand Fashion
Show on November 12th at 7.30pm; tickets
priced £3 are available from Eunice Cooper on
Reading 947 8607. Our Christmas Fair will be
on Saturday December 4th from 12noon to
3pm. Come and join us for bargain gifts and
very good refreshments.

Our thanks go to Mary Prior for arranging a
coffee evening at her home; £245 was raised
with £100 going to CTCYFI and £145 to the
church development fund.

‘ ST ANDREW'S CHURCH - CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
CHRISTMAS FAYRE
SATURDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2004
In Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham

e

2.00pm to 4.30pm

Good quality stalls * Delicious Refreshments
Visit from FATHER CHRISTMAS
ADMISSION FREE

GOSBROOK ROAD METHODIST CHURCH
‘ Saturday December 4th

CHRISTMAS FAIR

From 12 noon to 3pm

Bric-a-brac, Gifts, Homemade Cakes
Tombola, Books, Raffle, Games

Preserves

ht Lunches

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS METHODIST CHURCH
Saturday 4th December

CHRISTMAS FAIR
11am-2pm

In aid of Chiltern Centre for
Disabled Children

i ST JOHN’S CHURCH

J CHRISTMAS FAIR

| SATURDAY 20TH NOVEMBER
From 2pm

Stalls include decorations, ‘Carol’'s Cakes’,
Preserves, Books, Videos, Raffle.

OTHER FORTHCOMING EVENTS

GOSPEL
CONCERT

Tuesday 16th November
at 8pm
New Testament Church of God
Doors open 7.30pm

THURSDAY 25th NOVEMBER
Home-made Soup Lunch
in aid of
St Margaret's Church Bell Appeal.
Tickets £3.50, available from Lis Nealon
(0118 948 1136)
Time: 12.00 to 2.00 pm -
at 10, Balliol Road

In Caversham Hall, St John's Road, Caversham |

Transport can be arranged if necessary

CAVERSHAM METHODIST CHURCH GOSBROOK ROAD

FRIDAY NOVEMBER 12TH
at 7.30pm

GRAND FASHION SHOW
by

TRAVELLING TRENDS
Enjoy a girls' night out - High Street Fashion at bargain prices
Try on and buy on the night
ENTRY £3 BY TICKET ONLY
Tickets must be bought in advance
Available from 947 3107 or 947 8607
Refreshments available
Cash, cheques or credit cards accepted on the night of the show
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Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and

Restoration and all

READING 926 2362

J RMCCARDLE | | A F. JONES
MASTER MASONS MASTER
MASONS

Granite Craftsmen in Stone

other masonry BEDFORD RD
undertaken READING
Telephone

0118 957 3537

Caversham
Garden Contacts

Maintenance & Surgery |
Call Conrad: 0118 947 0483 ||

Hedging & Pruning
Call Alex: 0118 947 7799‘

DICK SMITH

Building Contractor

Extensions, Refurbishments,
kitchens, bathrooms, patios,
driveways, property maintenance.

FREE SPEEDY ESTIMATES

CHAZEY ROAD, CAVERSHAM

0118 948 2504
./ ARUM TREE SURGEONS
% TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
SERVICES | waareres

« Tree removal, tree pruning *
» Trees supplied and planted -«
* Hedge work «

» Stump Grinding *

FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED

Tel/Fax: 0118 974 5456
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

RREE |

ESTATE AGENCY
We are an independent company of Estate Agents
specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham
arca
We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all
aspects of the sale of residential property.
Our services includes:
® Free valuations
® Probate valuations
® Accompanied viewings
® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
new spapers
® Professional staff who live within the area
® Regular up-date reports
® Strong local reputation for obtaining results
® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future
please feel free in either calling into our offices in
Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the
number below

0118 947 0511

email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA
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M€EXICO

by €llen Wilson
Young Leader 2nd Caversham Park Brownies

I was invited to go to Mexico with Berkshire Guides
this summer following an international selection
process I took part in a couPle of years ago. Chris
Francis, the guider organising the trip, visited
Mexico in 1997 and was keen to return with a new
group of girls. We came
from all over Berkshire
o Caversham,
Finchampstead,
Thatcham, Woodley -
and we also took a girl
from Bucks and one
from Bedford. Overall,
eleven girls (Guides,
Rangers and Young
Leaders) and twelve
Guiders went.

Our trip split into
two very distinct parts:
the time we spent in
Mexico City at the
beginning and end of our trip and the time spent at
Our Cabana, the World Guide Centre. The few days
we spent at Ticalli, a Mexican Guide hostel in the
centre of Mexico City, were an opportunity for the
travel group to get to know each other and
experience the capital city. This included visits to
the cathedral, the national] palace, the shrine of the
Virgin of Guadeloupe and to the sun and moon
pyramids in Teotihuacan. These Aztec ruins were
especially impressive and we were able to climb
both pyramids. Whilst we were in Mexico City we
also ate out many times, sampling Mexican food.

However, the main point of our trip was to attend
a friendship session at the World Guide Centre in
Cuernavaca, a city two hours drive south from
Mexico City. Our Cabana was opened in July 1957
and since then has welcomed over 65,000 Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts from all over the world. Our
session was the seventh and busiest this summer
with ninety participants including groups from
Japan, Colorado, California, Buffalo, Quebec,
Newfoundland and elsewhere in Canada.

The sessions are designed to encourage
international friendship and team building and are
therefore a mixture of service, education and fun,
All the activities brought us closer to each other, be
it demonstrating traditions from our own country,
the many trips to nearby towns and historic sites,
mad games in the evening or a campfire. One of the
most special moments of the whole trip was a peace
ceremony held one evening in the garden of Our
Cabana. The word ‘peace’ in many languages was
written on a mural, together with all our handprints

and our countries’ flags. It was incredible to think
that representatives of places all over the world were
gathered together in one place for one common
cause,

This feeling was again highlighted in our service
project. Mexico has the
worst distribution of
wealth in the world: the
richest 10% of its
population use 38.7% of
the nation’s GNP whilst
the poorest 10% use only
1.52%. Many rich people
live near Our Cabana and
yet in  downtown
Cuernavaca there are
hundreds living under
bridges earning a pittance
selling things in the
street. VAMOS is a
charity that works to
help these people in and around Cuernayaca and at
present has 81 projects running. For one day in each
session, VAMOS brmgs the poorest, most
disadvantaged children into Our Cabana for a day of
activities and fun,

In the morning the children, aged 3-14, moved
around different stations doing different activities.
Our travel group had brought crafts such as making
masks and friendship bracelets and dyeing bandanas.
After a big picnic lunch together, the afternoon was
devoted to free play, whether that was more craft, a
football match or parachute games with the little
ones. It was an often difficult but rewarding
experience and we were very sad to see the children
go at the end of the day!

Mexico is an amazing country. It is, in some
respects, totally what you’d expect, especially in the
busy centre of Mexico City - the noise, the traffic,
the bustling markets, the beggars outside the shrine,
the countless numbers of people in the street selling
everything from hand-woven bracelets to chunks of
melon and mango to packs of chewing gum.
However, it is also the most interesting, surprising
and enjoyable place I’ve been to. Passing the miles
and miles of shanty towns on the outskirts of
Mexico City was heart-breaking but the time I spent
at Our Cabana with the children and with the
Guides from across the world was fantastic and i was
sad to say goodbye to all the friends I made. I am
very grateful to everyone who supported me in my
fund-raising and preparation for this trip and I hope
to return to Our Cabana as a volunteer in my gap
year,

OBITUARY
MAY LEACH 1908 - 2004

May Leach was a familiar figure around Caversham.
Few people have lived long enough to remember a time
when May was not to be seen for she had lived in
Hemdean Hill for many years, only spending the last few
years of her long life at Summerfield in Kidmore Road,
where she settled very happily. She had been a widow
ever since the premature death of her beloved husband
Frank.

She occasionally said she felt lonely, but usually,
rather than bemoan her lot, she was out and about and
doing. She belonged to many organisations, notably
Caversham and District Residents’ Association, where
she proved to be a useful committee member. This was
particularly because she was out and about when most
people were elsewhere at work, and could see what was

A

going on, and anyone who tried to get away with putting
notices on lamp posts to advertise such things as new
housing developments needed to beware her sharp eyes.

In her youth, when women did this far more often,
May rode a motor bike and moreover rode it fast. She
was also a demon on the tennis court.

Although she had few relations, the crematorium was
full for her funeral. It was unfortunate that St Peter’s
Church, where she was a regular worshipper, was
unavailable, as interior building was going on there.
Canon Richard Kingsbury paid tribute to her and
afterwards the congregation adjourned to the Travellers’
Rest for refreshments and reminiscences of May. She
had lived a good life and is already missed.

M. C.
\




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER 2004

Emmer Green couple celebrate their Diamond Wedding Anniversary

We congratulate Roy and Edna Barnes on their

Diamond Wedding Anniversary. Married on

Septgmber 1944 at St Bartholomew's Church, this
Reading couple's romance started in pre-Second World

War days while commuting as young civil servants

London on the Great Western Railway. They have lived in

Courtenay Drive since 1951,
longer than any other resident
in the road, and have been
members of St Barnabas’
Church for over 50 years,
which is among the longest
associations with the Church.
Roy spent his war years in the
Fleet Air Arm rising through
the ranks from Ordinary
Telegraphist to a Lieutenant
and, like so many at that time,
married in uniform. While
Roy was serving in the Royal
Navy Edna continued working
in the Civil Service; after her
office in London was destroyed
by bombing she served in the
Regional Commissioner's
Office in Reading.

s

T

after their anniversary.

Both are well known locally through their involvement

in St Barnabas’ Church and the community. For

years Edna was involved with, and subsequently
responsible for, the flower arrangements at St Barnabas’
Church, through which her talents have brought joy at
many weddings. Her love of flowers is depicted in her

POST BAG
Hall for Highdown

Dear Editors,

It was good to read the letter from Trevor
Keable on the thorny question of the sale of
Highdown School playing fields. However, he
still doesn’t answer the question ‘Why is the
school so short of cash at this point in time,
that they need even to consider selling
playing fields? The Government has been in
power for seven years, and continually
reports on the extra money (our money) it has
spent on education. So what has happened to
it? Why, in 2004, do the governors calmly
propose selling off school land — the property
of the community — with all the attendant
negative effects on the community, rather
than explain to us why the School hasn’t
received any benefit from the expansion of
the Education Budget over the past seven
years? This is not a minor matter to be
settled under any other business at a
Governors’ meeting, but is a major local issue
with extensive implications. It seems that the
community is being taken for granted.

William Deller

Thanks

Dear Editors,

I should like through your columns to thank
all those who sent their good wishes and
offered prayers for my recovery after my
accident back in the summer. I am now much
better, thanks no doubt to the lovely box of
chocolates sent to me by the Residents’
Association,

Molly Casey
Former Watchdog

Roy and Edna Barnes were photographed a few days

excellent artwork; she continues to attend the art classes
at the Adult Education Centre in Caversham. Edna has
also had a major role with the soft furnishings within the
St Barnabas’ Church, including kneelers, curtains and
altar cloths. She also has a long association with the

30

to

Townswomen's Guild.

In addition to Roy's church
involvement, which includes 35
years as a Sidesman, serving on
the Caversham Parochial
Church Council when the area
was all within one parish, a
period as Church Treasurer at
St Barnabas’ and the Christian
Aid representative for Emmer
Green, he has been a Troop
Scout Leader and
Quartermaster for the 89th
Reading Scouts. Latterly, until
retirement, Roy worked for the
Post  Office at their
Headquarters in London.

In these days when marriages
often fail the Barnes attribute
their enduring relationship to a
"pretty good working
partnership". They also have a strong family association
with a married son, Graham, and a daughter, Jill, who
live within easy travelling distance, and two grown-up
grandsons. Edna and Roy are good role models for the
community and we wish them many more happy years
together.

85

Forthcoming Events in
and around Caversham

The Caversham Theatre are presenting 'Anyone for
Breakfast', a farce by Derek Benfield over three nights
from Thursday11th to Saturday 13th November at St
Anne's Hall, Washington Road, Caversham. The
performances start at 7.30pm and tickets are available from
Waltons the Jewellers in Prospect Street, or by phoning
0118 947 7372.

The Langtree Sinfonia are holding their autumn concert
on Saturday 27th November at Christ Church, Reading
Road, Henley, starting at 7.00pm. The programme includes
Mendelssohn's Hebrides Overture (op 26), Mozart's
Concerto for flute in G (K313) with soloist Jay Wilkinson
and ends with Haydn's 'Drumroll' Symphony (No 103 in E
flat). The conductor is Paul Cox. Tickets cost £7 (children
under 16, £3.50) and can be obtained at the door, from
'Inspiration', 1 The Arcade, Goring or by phoning 0118
941 5498.

There is a Traidcraft Sale on Friday 12th November from
9.00am to 9.00pm and on Saturday 13th November from
10.00am to 1.00pm at 97 Southview Avenue Caversham.
This sale gives you the opportunity to shop at leisure for
gifts, jewellery, cards, wrapping paper and fairly-traded
foods and chocolate. Further information can be obtained
from Pam and Phil Chatfield on 0118 947 2444.

An Oxfam Fashion Show is taking place on Saturday
23rd November at 7.30pm at Church House, 59 Church
Street, Caversham. Tickets at £5 (to include refreshments)
are available from Oxfam, Prospect Street. The proceeds of

the show will go towards the Oxfam Sudan Appeal.

Caversham Charity Folk Festival is holding its Second
Winter Warmer from Wednesday 17th November to
Monday 22nd November in and around Caversham and
Reading. The Festival includes Folk, Blues, Skiffle. Irish
and Bluegrass. For times and venues visit the festival
website at www.ccff.org.uk or contact Mike Tierne on
0118 975 1016 or tierney.mike@btopenworld.com

Page 9

| 0118948 2021 or 07967 642260

[
a.p.l
installations|

EXCLUSIVE BEDROOM
AND STUDY FURNITURE

Wide selection, designed and fitted

‘ Andrew Laker, Cabinet Maker

3

TRAINED & QUALIFIED
AT THE TISSERAND INSTITUTE
TEL: 0118 947 6067

/ —

P —— S

===

N e

MRS LESLIE MAYNERD ripsis vroa
VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 80 WOODCOTE RD.,
CAVERSHAM, RG4 7EX

Est Before 1879

TOMALIN & SON

A Family Run Independent Funeral Service

5% OFF ALL OUR PROFESSIONAL FEES
INCLUDING PRE-PAID PLANS WITH THIS
ADVERTISEMENT

2 (01491) - 573370 @
Golden Charter & Help the Aged
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

7

M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant
(0118) 948 4364

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

i

%

Summerfield

RESIDENTIAL HOME

Registered with the Commission for
Social Care Inspection.
Victorian House specially converted to
provide superb standards of comfort for
15 service users.

Single and Double rooms for Respite
and Long term care.
Close to all amenities.

Manager: Mrs Claire Jacobs
Proprietor: Mr Colin Robbins

4 Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone (0118) 947 2164
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Simply Elegant
Quality Interior and Exterior
Decorations and Home Improvements
Sash window repair and replacement specialist

FOR A FREE, NO OBLIGATION ESTIMATE

PHONE 946 1931

Arnold Lambert

Solicitors — Caversham
Qver 30 years experience
3% Residential & Commercial Conveyancing 3¢
3% Re-Mortgages <
3% Buying & Selling of Businesses <
% Tenancy Agreements 3¢
% Wills 3
TELEPHONE 0118 918 7610 FOR A QUOTE
www.arnoldlambertsolicitors.co.uk
email: arnold.lambert@btconnect.com
16 Bridge Street Caversham Reading RG4 8AA

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

Whittles Barn, Whittles Farm,
Mapledurham, Reading RG4 7UP

Tel: 01491 872103

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING &
@i GENERAL REPAIRS,
i  KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 947 3003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

J.P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)

* Servicing by top mechanics

| % Bodywork, any job undertaken

* Collection and delivery service can
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 — 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM READING RG4 0JF

|
|
|
|
|
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Scops Owl

:

Within walking distance, woodlands and fields abound.
Great spotted Woodpeckers drum noisily on tree-boles in
local woods and parks where Tree Creepers, Nuthatch,
Tawny Owls and Little Owls can also be found.

Blackbirds, Song Thrush, Wood Pigeons, Robins,
Pheasants and Red-legged Partridge may be seen in tree
bordered fields. Look aloft for Red Kite, soaring
Sparrowhawk or hovering Kestrel. All these species may
be found in Caversham or adjacent - a sound start for any
check list.

Size, shape, call and flight are important guides to
identity. Sometimes a small, unidentified bird will fly
quickly into a nearby bush. Go for Dunnock, Robin or
Wren. Experience will gradually confirm.

One day a rarity may arrive. Caversham’s claim to fame
— still discussed — was a successful breeding pair of
uncommon, Red-backed Shrike alongside Kidmore Road.
Twitchers came from near and far. The species has since
become a very rare visitor, proving the ornithological
importance of older as well as current records.

The singing Golden Oriole in Clayfield Copse will no
doubt have been seen by some sages as NOT strictly
being in Caversham. True — but missing the point! The
magnificently coloured, onomatopaeic male rarity — on
our own doorstep — was conveying its own sad story.
“HOW?” because this migrant’s Black Poplar Plantation,

FRIENDS OF
CLAYFIELD
= COPSE

The Friends held their AGM at St Barnabas’
Hall, Emmer Green on Tuesday 28 September. A
review was given of the work carried out in the
last year, which included improving footpaths and
bridleways, putting native pond plants in the ditch
alongside the car park and wild flowers in the
adjoining grass patch, beginning clearance of an
invasive garden escape plant from the Marchwood
entrance, [this will take years!] coppicing a hazel
area, building dead hedging around the bluebell
woods and general maintenance of bramble
clearance etc.

Acknowledgement and thanks were given to the
volunteers (Friends of Clayfield Copse, Berkshire
Conservation Volunteers, Conserve Reading on a
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BIRD-WATCHING

FOR ALL

one of the very FEW breeding sites in Britain, has been
decimated! A singular songster, “Said it all!” With
conservation so vital for ALL wildlife, the Oriole’s
significance was painfully obvious.

Mr Lee Evans, organiser of Britain’s “Four-hundred
Club” had travelled far to confirm this record. Mrs Baily,
ex Editor of the “Bridge”, also witnessed a male Golden
Oriole flying eastwards, across her windscreen, near
Mapledurham. Lee was very pleased to accept THAT
record too.

Bird sightings become ever more important as species
decline.

When learning ANY subject, are we not blessed with
essentially sound knowledge?

The Science of Ornithology is no exception. Efforts to
provide interesting guides, experience and information for
ALL readers have always been included herein.

A very rare Great Knot, a bulky wader, length 24-
27cms, arrived on the Wyre estuary, Lancashire, only the
third in Britain. Unbelievably the species migrates from
Siberia to Australia, via the Pacific coastline.

This one appeared lost, probably migrating along the
Atlantic coast each year. It stayed for only eighty minutes
during which time it was “Digiscoped”, televised, placed
on Internet and viewed by some thirty twitchers. It then
flew South-westwards. Scops Owl

Red Kites and Friends at
Clayfield Copse

Wednesday and Green Gym) who carry out the
work and to RBC for their support.

Next year The Friends are planning a third
Woodlands Day in June, and are looking for
volunteers.

Meanwhile the work continues on the first
Sunday of the month when we meet at 10am in
the car park.

The formal meeting over, David Lovegrove of
Red Kites in the Chilterns Society gave an
informative talk with beautiful slides. Over 70
people attended the meeting and were rewarded
by the uplifting story of the Red Kite, its history,
lifestyle and hopefully now, assured future.

JO

GOOD NEIGHBOURS

John Frew, District Secretary of the Mission in Business, Industry and Commerce committee
of the Southampton District of the Methodist Church writes:

I expect most, if not all, readers are aware of the amount of stress that so many people now experience at work. Indeed, younger
readers still at work may have had personal experience of it. The Health and Safety Executive have been checking its extent since
the late nineties and in their 2001/2 survey reported that over half a million workers had experienced it. There were 7500 new cases
each year and over 13 million workdays were lost in a year. The latest figures can be found on their website
www.hse.gov.uk/statistics/causdis/stress.htm

It is known that this stress aggravates, if not causes, marital and other domestic problems. There is a saying that a problem
shared is a problem halved, and although this may not be mathematically accurate, there is much evidence that it is considerably
valued. So, "listening ears" are important - indeed, they are the prime function of chaplains in workplaces. I would like to invite all
readers to be 'good neighbours' and tell those of their friends and neighbours who suffer stress in their workplaces of the existence
of these chaplains.

They offer a confidential, independent, sympathetic and understanding 'listening ear'. Workplace chaplains are available to
everyone in the workplace from cleaner to chief executive, and also offer pastoral care if needed. They aim to attend at the same
time on the same day, each week or fortnight, so that people wishing to talk will know when to expect them. Should anyone have
doubts about talking to a chaplain, he or she will abide by an agreement made with both the CBI and the TUC that these chaplains
will not seek to evangelise anyone. There are some 400 in the UK and they are much valued in all the workplaces they are invited
to visit.

If you or anyone you know would like more information about the benefits of having a chaplain or,indeed, would like me to
organise one in a workplace, I can be contacted on 0118 947 2140 or by email on <johnd.frew@virgin.net I'll be happy to deal
with enquiries from anywhere in he UK - those from outside the Methodist Southampton District, where my responsibilities are,
will be passed on to the appropriate chaplain.
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Caversham Community
Association

September is traditionally associated with harvest time
so, after the informal games evening, the month
continued with a harvest theme bingo session. The
following week was arts and crafts evening with entries
and the winners were:

Flower arranging: Margaret Briggs and Wendy

Colton.

Cookery: Ruby Morgan, Betty Colton, June

Goddard.

Photography: Margaret Briggs, Betty Petherbridge,

Wendy Colton; Betty Petherbridge won the Ted

Howard Cup for best photo.

Knitting: Wendy Colton, Joyce Roddy.

Miscellaneous: Brenda Strong.

The month ended with a harvest supper which
followed the usual pattern with readings, hymns, a
delicious supper and an auction of produce. The
proceeds will help the club funds.

Caversham Women's
Institute

Members were welcomed back in September,
following the Summer break and were immediately
swept off to America. The speaker, Mr Goodman,
showed slides and told the story of himself and his wife
going on a trip to Colorado and Utah. We learned the
story of the setting up of Salt Lake City and the
spectacular scenery, canyons and mountains. Even more
impressive was that Mrs Goodman did the navigating!

The President, Miss M Cameron, reported that the
money raised at members’ garden parties had been sent
to the National Kidney Research Fund in memory of
Muriel Cardle. Reminders of the Autumn Fair on
November 6th were given and the competition — an
American Souvenir — was judged with Miss Cameron
being the winner.

Caversham Ladies Club

The Chairman, Mrs Brenda Strong, welcomed all to
the September meeting and thanked everyone for
contributions brought for the Harvest Sale. Pat Cox was
crowned Harvest Queen and two members received
Birthday cards.

This was followed by a very entertaining illustrated
talk by Mr Philip Staines entitled Mediterranean Medley.
This was part one of a cruise that he and his wife had
enjoyed on the Saga Rose and many of the slides
showed us the delights enjoyed on a cruise ship. First
port of call was Lisbon, followed by Tangiers and Rome,
all places with interesting histories. Mr Staines is
returning in December to talk about part two of the
cruise.

After a cup of tea, the meeting finished with an
auction of the Harvest produce which raised £13.

Emmer Green
Townswomen’s Guild

With no formal meeting to attend in August, members
enjoyed a convivial afternoon at the Annual Garden
Party. Once again Mr and Mrs Davies opened their
beautiful garden in Emmer Green to members and non
members alike. Games, quizzes, stalls and refreshments,
plus sunshine, made it a memorable occasion and the
Guild was grateful for their generosity. ;

The September meeting opened on a sad note with
the announcement of the death of Vera Graham. A one
minute silence paid tribute to the long time member
whose funeral had been attended by numerous friends.
The Guild had sent a cheque to Macmillan Cancer
Relief. )

Formal business was swiftly dealt with, including
Federation information and notification of booking for
events in the new year. ]

Specialist groups reports focused on forthcoming
meetings and programme planning, including the Guild
Party on 12th October.

A collector of postcards and cigarette cards for 20
years, Mr Brian Eighteen brought exhibits mostly from
the early years of the 20th Century. Large display boards
enabled members to inspect subjects in detail, following
Mr Eighteen’s original comments. Photographs of early
Reading were followed by trade cards such as Sutton’s
Seeds and Huntley & Palmers. History gave us military
regiments, country seats and Arms, counties and their
industries, and World Products in 1908. Some sets of
cards dated from the end of the 19th Century.

Many questions arose until time ran out and Mrs Ida
Moore gave the Vote of Thanks.

St Peter’s Wives’ Group

We had a most interesting September meeting when
Mr Adrian Lawson, Reading Borough Council’s Parks
and Open Spaces Development Manager, gave an
illustrated talk on his work and that of his department.

He told us about 150 footpaths in Reading, which are
all maintained by his department, and his interest in bio-
diversity. This is being encouraged by the use of
coppicing in woodland areas and by hay meadows,
where many wild flowers are reappearing. We were
amazed at the number of projects which have been
carried out to reinstate footpaths, parks and wooded
areas, with others still in the pipeline. A particularly
heart-warming account was the restoration of the
Wildlife Heritage Site at Edenham Crescent, Coley.
Young offenders and probationers from Reading
Remand Centre were used as the manpower for this
project and they entered into it with enthusiasm and
commitment. The work to clear and re-surface a
footpath and thin out the surrounding woodland had
been scheduled to take three months, but the young
enthusiasts completed the work within a month; this
included filling nine industrial skips with rubbish from
the area. Whilst on the project, they learned new skills
which enabled them to find permanent employment on
returning to the community.

Other areas being improved are Waterloo Meadows
and Lousehill Copse near Dee Park. Caversham Court is
part of the long term Thames Parks Plan and View Island
(previously Caversham Marina) is now well worth a
visit. This had been a derelict site and huge amounts of
rubbish, including 150 oil drums, had to be removed
before work could begin to transform it into a wildlife
haven. We were glad to hear that the towpath from
Caversham Bridge to Scours Lane is due to be tarmac-
ed shortly, mainly to improve access for wheelchair
users, but the surface will be more comfortable for
everyone. Mr Lawson’s dedication and commitment to
his work were obvious and our thanks go to him for
making the evening most enjoyable and informative.

Our next meeting will be our AGM on Tuesday 16
November at Church House at 8.00pm. This will be
followed by some readings from Julie Roberts.

New members always welcome.

PROBUS

Wet Wet Wet!!

So this year the Reading and District Probus Club held
their Garden Party inside. Plan 2 was put into operation
— Indoor Bowls (with Rubber Balls) gave a lucky chance
for everyone and a ‘Memory Test’, guessing advert,
overcame ‘bums on seats’ which is always a problem
when indoors. The Air Ambulance had a stall which
attracted more attention as did the Raffle. Turn-out from
members and friends was good considering the weather.

The regular meeting was enlightened with an insight
into Arts and Theatre given by Mr Chris Smith, the
Director of the Hexagon, covering the Concert Hall and
South Street as well. 21 years ago, the Hexagon was a
major venue for Touring Artists and Shows; however,
the closure for 3 months to remove asbestos affected
bookings considerably and Reading lost out to Woking
and High Wycombe. Reading Council is a deciding
factor in running the Theatre and Marketing and
retaining patrons the biggest problem, running parallel
with future bookings; also, Artists demands must be met,
particularly dressing room comfort.

And — the future? Redevelopment.of the site, together
with the Civic Centre, could be the future. This raised a
few questions and observations (including the smelly
entrance and stairs to the car park etc. etc. etc.).

PROBUS'S FUTURE IS YOU. If you are retired and
would like a day off unpaid work then find out about the
Club, we meet in Caversham; it could be just what
you've been looking for. Ring Ray Head, the Secretary,
on 0118 941 1445 and he will tell you; ‘Wise-up’ as
they say.

Business
Airport
Theatre
Weddings
Special =
Occasions -

Tel: 0118 948 1564 - Mobile: 07956 159110

Email: info@derekdawes.com www.derekdawes.com
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ALEX LOWTH
Gardening & Design

Now taking bookings for autumn pruning and planting

Also a good idea to book your winter clearances, spring pruning and planting

DON'T MISS OUT!

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?

Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Service:

* One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.

* Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
» Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.

D. Dawes Chauffeur Service

Retired Police Advanced Driver

1 Gravel Hill Cottages | Blagrave Lane | Caversham | Reading RG4 7DY
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PC Problems?
Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs
Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)

on Reading (0118) 947 9395

Landcare

GARDEN SERVICES

Regular grass cutting, hedge cutting,
Garden Clearance.
Free Estimates
Call Alastair on 01834 831198
or Mobile 07774 633696

* SERVICE
* FASHION

* VARILUX
CENTRE

* BUDGET FRAMES
* DESIGNER FRAMES

* COMPETITIVE PRICES
* EMERGENCY SERVICE

« coMPUTER ASSISTED | TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL
VISION EXAMINATION

+ GLAUCOMA TESTING . EYECARE

« CONTACT LENSES,~ BN ZOL‘::M’

* QUALITY OPHTHALMIC

OPTICIANS

ifsali, CUCC! zmmx

CotvnKlen Christian Dior aonan amsay

ROBIN JAMES & PARTNERS
44, CHURCH STREET CAVERSHAM

R e TEL: 0118-947 2099

Telephone Reading (0118) 967 7033
Mobile: 07831 553314

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

For all Electrical Requirements
SECURITY LIGHTING & ALARMS

97 York Road, Caversham
Reading, RG1 8DU




Page 12

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, NOVEMBER 2004

INSIDE AND
ouT

Full Garden Service
B Maintenance
W Landscaping
W Hedge cutting
W Tidy-ups
W Clearances
NO JOB TOO BIG

lan I!lurdoch (ndh)

26 Kenton Road

Full Handyman service
W Any jobs around the house
W Making good on repairs
W Minor carpentry jobs

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Josey & Paynter

& Antique Restorations
# Furniwre Repairs

@ French Polishing

¢ Leather Tops

@ Insurance Work

0118 984 3911

Health Products

Independent Distbutse of Forever Liwng Products

& Aloe Vera Products
for Health & Wellbeing

& Nawral Ingredients

@ Can be Used on
Animals

@ Business Opporwnity

Call Dennis on

0118 982 1288

MAJP
READING

Explore Reading and
the Thames Valley area
with locally produced
full colour, maps & guides
-on sale at Reading Tourist
Information Centre and
other outlets
www.map-reading.co.uk

Steve Williams

Property Maintenance Services
All manner of general maintenance and home
improvement works undertaken. All jobs
considered — big or small.
2b St Andrews Road, Caversham
Tel: (0118) 948 2315

Mob: 07981 882025

Ladies Fashions

to suit all ages

Village Yarns

24 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU
Tel. 0118 972 4890

wool alterations

Gifts

for all occasions

accessories dry cleaning

haberdashery shoe repairs

DMDB A

Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

ours o e
25 Prospect Street. Caversham, Berks, RG4 81B sz

=/ 0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy

Indian Head Massage.

Reiki & Seichem I £80.00, Reiki & Seichem 11 £100.00
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

Caversham Clinic W}

pawerful form of healing

THE

| “POP-IN” CENTRE
IN CHURCH HOUSE

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays

10am to 12 noon

Pop in for a cup of coffee or tea in

pleasant company

Catering with Flair
Creative Cuisine for all Occasions
| Vegetarian Dishes a Speciality!
|} We can provide all or part of the menu for your
function whatever the size!
+ Tasty Canapés and Starters
* Unusual Seasonal Salads
» Creative Main Courses
+ Delicious Desserts
* Scrumptious Afternoon Teas
For further details, please telephone

0118 948 38 38

CHRIS GlLEiW. . I
pAtg 2
mr i@xﬂ"“@y Wik

T ('”
|

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICE GIVEN
TNSURANCE WORK IUINDERTAKEN.'

=3

(0118 942 0034)

BATHROOM AND SHOWER SPECIALIST

FOR A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL SERVICE,
ALL ASPECTS OF BATHROOM ALTERATIONS,

INCLUDING BUILDING WORKS, PLASTERING,

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICS.

ALSO, CERAMIC WALL AND FLOOR TILING.

LOCAL ARTIST

MARY
PHELAN

Portraits
0il, Pencil, Charcoal,
Pastel

0118 946 2830

SURVEYS AND
VALUATIONS
Mark

Hutchings
Chartered Surveyor

Residential and
Commercial Property
Wide area covered

L 0118 947 97274

85th Anniversary
CAVERSHAM LAWN
TENNIS CLUB
QUEENSBOROUGH DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
Tel:
0118 947 2640

www.caversham.totaltennis.net

COPSE ELECTRICAL &
SECURITY SERVICES

* DOOR ENTRY
* INTRUDER ALARMS
» SECURITY LIGHTING

* ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* EXTRA SOCKETS
+ COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel. Reading 0118 9543059 or Mobile 0956 811443

CARPET FITTER
(Est 35yrs)

NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES
A D Morris
9 Mayfield Drive,
Caversham
Tel: 0118 9479280
Mobile: 07754808224

| T.v. DOCTOR

% Call-out Service

o Estimates

% Repairs to T.V.s,
Videos, Hi-Fi’s etc

0118 948 2112

The Caversham
Locksmith

Quality & Integrity
Moved home? New business
premises? Do you meet the terms
of your insurance?

For free advice and quotations
from the physical security
specialist phone
0118 947 9153 or
07906 821031

HERMIONE EVANS

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIST
Jor
Physiotherapy , CranioSacral Therapy,
Reflextherapy, Reiki and Yoga.

PhysioFirst

SONNING COMMON HEALTH CENTRE
WOOD LANE

Phone: 0118 972 2188
Fax: 0118 972 4633

The C isation of Chartered

in Private Practice

PET CARE

On holiday, working,
ill or just need help?
DOG WALKING
LOOKING AFTER
DOGS, CATS,
RABBITS etc
Let me HELP you
in your home or mine
0118 9470187

Experienced teacher
of

ALEXANDER

TECHNIQUE
(10 years)
Currently teaching the
Technique at the Royal
Academy of Music, has a
few vacancies.
Jan Steele wstar,
0118 947 7170

PERSONAL

COMPUTER
COACHING
LEARN TO USE YOUR

COMPUTER — at home
and at your own pace

Computer training for
beginners using your
own machine, software
& Internet connection
Anne

Garrison
0118 947 4244

ALTERATIONS
& TAILORING
~ 1 n ¥ Alterations

( J ) 2 Mending
¥ Dressmaking
P # Fancy Dress
** Theatrical

Quality, fast service at reasonable
prices. Collection/delivery available

Sally Stevens
0118 9477584

APEX TILING

Ceramic Wall and Floor Tiling undertaken
Quality Friendly Service
Fully Insured
For a FREE Quotation
Please call Neil

Tel: 0118 946 4063
Mob: 07786 306226

Your
PET SHOP
in
CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets
and Aquaria
29 PROSPECT STREET

Reading 947 2422

Local Delivery Service

PETER BURTON

PAINTER & DECORATOR

PRIVATE &
SUB-CONTRACT

GENERAL
MAINTENANCE &
REPAIRS

ESTIMATES/FREE ADVICE

TEL: READING
0118 947 0297

AMY’S CLEARANCE SERVICE

The alternative to skip hire
I’ll Clear It! Load It! And Tip It!

NEW, NEW, NEW
Another great idea from Amy’s
Too big for the bin! We’ll collect it for you.
Min charge £10

AMY’S CHIMNEY SWEEP
AMY’S GUTTER CLEANING SRV
AMY’S TREE PRUNING SRV
Tel: 0118 947 3560
Mobile: 07778 340444

~Gardiners

The specialist agency
for nurses, carers
and their clients.

(0118) 947 66 66
o Church St Caversham Reading RG48DZ

FIREPLACE
MAGIC

45 Prospect Street, Caversham, Reading

FIREPLACE SALES

Design and installation
also available

Tel: 0800 0854 279
Mobile: 07989 348 132
www.fireplacemagic.com

Informal Creative
Wedding
Michael Photography
BlaCkbum Portraits / Passports
Injury Photographs
Photography
Insurance Photographs
0Old Photographs Copied
Tele. 0118 9479450 Public Relations
41 Prospect Street
E -mail : bl ph net Caversham
Reading RG4 8JB

Caversham Tiles
55 Donkin Hill Caversham
Reading Berkshire RG4 5DG
WX 9478853/9543315
FAX: 9543316

S¥ROMAROL,
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FOR YOUR BATHROOM
KITCHEN & CONSERVATORY
FIXING SERVICE AVAILABLE

CUSTOMER PARKING



