NEW RECTOR FOR

- CAVERSHAM

It is a real delight to be asked to write an
article for Caversham Bridge so soon after
the announcement of my appointment as
the next Rector of the Caversham
Thameside and Mapledurham parish.

At this early stage before we have moved
or started work, I hope this article will give
you a brief understanding of who I am and
my journey until this point.

I am forty-seven and have been ordained
for eighteen years. I grew up in a small
village in west Northamptonshire, went to
university in London and then worked for
the Mission to Seafarers in Southampton
before a brief career as a research computer
scientist for BT in Suffolk. After the call to
ordination, I studied theology in Lincoln e
and Nottingham and then served all my The Revd Mike Smith
parochial ministry in the Diocese of
Manchester, as a curate and incumbent working in urban and
suburban settings. In Salford I worked in a team ministry
setting looking after three churches and helping them grow
their congregations and presence in the community.

For the last eight years I have had the privilege of being the
Policy Adviser and Chaplain to the Bishop of Leicester.
Essentially this role is one of assisting and preparing the
Diocesan Bishop for all aspects of his ministry, and as such is
a ministry of service and one that requires me to work in the
background a great deal. I have particularly focussed in
helping prepare the Bishop for his engagement with the world
outside of the church, and in doing so I engage daily and
weekly with politicians, leaders from business, the public and
voluntary sectors, and particularly with the House of Lords
where the Bishop convenes the Lords Spiritual. Outside of

this role I have focused my ministry in
helping run our diocesan inter-faith centre,
and our diocesan retreat house.

I am married to Rachel, who is also
ordained and is currently a vicar of a town
centre church in Loughborough. We have
two boys aged six and three who are very
excited about moving to Caversham and
have already picked their bedrooms in the
new house and are imagining their new life
amongst you.

I have already detected a real desire for
the churches to work together, and for the
parish I will lead to look further beyond
their own congregations to discover what
God is up to and to find way in which to
proclaim and nurture the Christian faith in
people. I hope my skills from my previous
ministry will help provide a focus for some
of the ways the church might grow into new areas.

We will move into the Rectory at the end of February, and
the licensing and welcome service has been set for March 16th
at 3.30pm. As this is a Sunday afternoon, I do hope that as
many people from the churches and wider community of
Caversham will want to come and use this service as an
opportunity where we can recommit ourselves to working
together for the common good of all people.

In these intervening weeks please do remember Rachel, our
boys and myself in your prayers and thoughts, as we will pray
for you. After that please do make contact with us, as I really
do want to be a priest with and for all the people of the parish,
and your support at the start and throughout my time with you
will be very important.

Yours, in Christ, Mike Smith

EAR TO ALL

Talking Point
Visit to Ors
| Churches
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Caversham Clergy

ANGLICAN

St Barnabas

Revd Derek Chandler, 20 St Barnabas Road.
Tel: 947 8239.

www.saintbarnabas.org.uk

St Andrews

Revd Nigel Jones, St Andrews Vicarage,
Harrogate Road. Tel: 947 2788
www.standrewscaversham.org

St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Revd Jeremy Tear

St John's Vicarage, St John’s Road,
Caversham RG4 SAN Tel: 946 2884

Revd Marion Pyke
26 Priest Hill, Caversham RG4 7RZ
Tel: 947 5834

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL
PARTNERSHIP

Revd Margaret Dimmick, 12 Lowfield Road,
Caversham Park. Tel: 947 0258

METHODIST TEAM MINISTRY
'Rev Jenny Dowding, 72 Highmoor Road.
Tel: 947 2223

Deacon Becky Lovatt, 1 Forge Close, Caversham
RG4 8BG. Tel: 948 2530

email: beckybawden@hotmail.co.uk or
beckybawden@btinternet.com

BAPTIST

Revd Rob Beardsley.

Tel: 07515 260019

email rob.beardsley@sky.com

GRACE CHURCH
(formerly Caversham Hill Chapel)
Colin Gault. Tel: 948 4151

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Fr Paul Martin, The Presbytery,

2 South View Avenue.

Tel: 947 1787.

Deacon: Mike Walker, Hugh Anscombe

Fr Paul Rowan

NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Rev H R Gayle Tel: 946 3009 (contact)

The newspaper produced by the members of the Anglican,
Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapledurham for the local community.

EDITORS: Mr Alan Bradbury, Mr Philip DeVille, Mrs Myra
Emerson, Mrs Rhona Flower, Mrs Janet Offord,

Mrs Pat Williams, Rev'd Keith Knee-Robinson.

clo Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham. RG4 8AX
Tel: 947 1703. Email: secretary@ctmparish.org.uk

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mr A Wright,
Tel: 947 6958.
Email: alanwright55@btintemet.com

CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mrs Carol Moloney.

Tel: 947 1370.

COMPANY CHAIRMAN: Mrs Marjorie Tillman. Tel 947 5711.
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr Tony Holland.

COMPANY TREASURER: Mrs J Belcher. Tel: 947 4772

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Mrs D. Moore.
Tel: 947 3713

The Editors wish to make it clear that the views expressed in
this newspaper do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the
board.

The Editors also would like to bring to readers’ notice that the
inclusion of advertisements in this paper does not mean an
endorsement of the products or of the services offered.
Published by Caversham Christian News Ltd, Church Street,
Caversham, Reading RG4 8AX Tel: 0118 947 1703.

Typeset by Caversham Print & Design, 2a Randolph Road,
Reading RG1 8EB Tel: 0118 939 1981 Fax: 0118 959 8090
E-mail: splat@cavershamprint.co.uk

Printed by Newbury Weekly News (Printers) Ltd, Newspaper House,
Faraday Road, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 2DW.

TALKING POINT
by

Colin Ferguson

The death of the police
court missionary

The police court missionary role started at a time of social reform, when the
church was concerned for the fate of the poor and those whom society
rejected, people trapped in a cycle of petty crime often as a result of alcohol
abuse. Many of those concerned became magistrates but found they were not
able to go beyond the confines of their role. Our missionary was a volunteer,
who dared to step where nice people did not go. Society as a whole saw the
depths of poverty as the fault of the poor themselves. Empowered by her faith,
the missionary stepped where she knew her master would have been and
worked alongside the poor trying to give them a sense of self-worth. In the
courts they were called on by magistrates to help both the victims and the
perpetrators of petty theft, aggression, prostitution and substance abuse. Later
the first Probation Act was introduced and the missionary was now called a
Probation Officer. Their task was to advise the courts on what might be done
with the offender to protect society and prevent further offending. Their remit
became known as supervising, advising, assisting and befriending the offender
who having been put on probation was still subject to the courts if they did not
work with the probation officer. They were now trained as specialist social
workers to the courts. When | started in 1967 the service had begun to work
in prisons and as a voluntary service to released prisoners and provided Court
Welfare Officers to the divorce courts. | worked for twelve years in London
before moving to Reading. Then we were also supervising offenders on
Community Service and prisoners released early on parole. The ethos of the
service was the same, to protect society and prevent further crime by
supervising, advising, assisting and befriending. We worked a lot of the time
with low level crime but this had a significant crime prevention element to it. We
were unprepared for the sea change that swept over when the Home Secretary
decided, without any negotiation or discussion to cancel the training of
probation officers because in his opinion social work was not relevant to our
work. He also believed that prison was a good thing. Although his tenure was
short its effect was devastating not only to the probation service but to the
whole Criminal Justice System. The concept of being tough on the causes of
crime shifted to the myth that you could simply be tough on crime. A change
of government gave us hope but this was soon dashed as punishment, not
social reform, became the target, accountability became the watchword and
probation officers suddenly became a problem and not the solution to the
Criminal Justice system.. The prison population has now more than doubled
with little change to the crime rate or the numbers going to court and re-
offending rates are frightening. The costs have multiplied enormously. With the
cancellation of legal aid except for a few cases, the poor no longer have equal
access to the law. The demonisation of the poor and the rendering of the courts
to almost impotence, places us in a similar social position as the early 1900s.
Our police court missionary is dead, her body is about to be sold to the highest
bidder. And what has the church had to say about the death of my friend? Have
we been so obsessed with our navel gazing that justice and compassion have
been forgotten. Or has the tragedy of needing food banks at last roused us to
awareness of the greater distortion of our new society?
Colin Ferguson is an accredited Lay Preacher in the United Reformed
Church, a retired probation officer and an MA in Criminal Justice from the
University of Reading.

SUNDAY
SERVICES

ANGLICAN
St Peter’s, St Peter’s Hill
8.00am Holy Communion
9.45am Parish Communion
6.30pm Evensong
St John’s, Gosbrook Road
8.30am Holy Communion (2nd Sunday)
10.00am Parish Communion (except 2nd Sunday)
10.00am All Age Worship (2nd Sunday)
St Andrew’s, Harrogate Road
8.00am The Eucharist
10.00am Parish Eucharist (Sung)
First Sunday, Family Eucharist
11.30am The Eucharist first and third Sundays
only, first Sunday BCP
6.30pm Evening Prayer (as announced)

St Barnabas, Grove Road, Emmer Green

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion (apart
from 2nd Sunday)
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret’s, Mapledurham
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP

Meeting at Caversham Park School

11.00am Holy Communion (1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays)
Mormning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)
All Age Worship (at Festival Times)

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST CHURCH South Street

10.30am Morning Worship each Sunday

7.00pm Powerhouse Service - Ist Sunday
each month

3.45pm Messy Church - for all the family

Last Sunday of the month

GRACE CHURCH Old Peppard Road
10.30am Worship and Ministry, Children’s Church
6.30pm Prayer Meeting

THE METHODIST CHURCH IN CAVERSHAM
Caversham Heights, Highmoor Road
9.00am (first Sunday), 10.30am
6.30pm (second and fourth Sundays)
Gosbrook Road
10.30am
Woodcote Parish Church
9.45am (second Sunday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne’s, Southview Avenue

Saturday 5.30pm,

Sunday 10.00am and 6.30pm

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday of the month)

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers)
Church Street, Reading
10.30am
(House study groups Sept-June Tel: 9475783)
NEW TESTAMENT CHURCH OF GOD
Church Street, Caversham

9.30am  Sunday School
11.00am  Divine Worship

6.00pm  Evening Service

Are you a people person?

Caversham Good Neighbours is a group formed to
offer essential transport to the elderly and disabled
in our neighbourhood and visits to the sick
or housebound. If you would like to
O give to the community by joining us
as a volunteer driver or as a visitor,
then do get in touch with us,

24

www.cavershamgoodneighbours.org.uk

0118 948 3466
Monday to Friday 9.30am-11.30am

Church House 59 Church Street Caversham RG4 8AX

Caversham Bridge
Contributions for the February 2014 issue
should be sent to Caversham Thameside and
Mapledurham Parish Office by Monday 6th
January. The date for the March 2014 issue is
Monday 3rd February 2014. Email address is
secretary@ctmparish.org.uk
Advertising copy for the February 2014 issue
should be sent to Mr A Wright, Twigmoor, Upper
Warren Avenue, Caversham by Friday 3rd
January. The date for the March 2014 issue is
Friday 31st January 2014.

PARISH OFFICES
PARISH OF CAVERSHAM THAMESIDE AND
MAPLEDURHAM
St Peter, St Margaret, St John
Church House, 59 Church Street, Caversham RG4 8AX
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9.30am to 12.00noon
Tel: 947 1703 email: secretary @ctmparish.org.uk

ST BARNABAS

St Barnabas Centre

Tuesday and Thursday 8.30am-10.30am

Tel: 947 6310 Website: www.saintbarnabas.org.uk




CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JANUARY 2014

Representatives of the Dunsden Owen Association visit
Wilfred Owen Memorial in Ors, northern France

Three months ago the Dunsden Owen Association was formed to promote
Wilfred Owen’s connections with the area and to link Dunsden with the
village of Ors, Departement du Nord, northern France, where Owen died.
From 1911-13, the Great War poet was lay assistant at Dunsden church; later
his parents and sister lived locally and they are buried in Dunsden
churchyard.

_Five members of the Dunsden Owen Association, John Bodman, Jennifer
Leach, Beth and John Timms and Linda Glithro visited Ors in November as
guests of the mayor, Jacky Duminy. The visit was timed to coincide with the
annual commemoration service, remembering Wilfred Owen’s death in Ors on
4th November 1918 — sadly just a few days before the official end of the war.

The short, well-attended service took place at the village cemetery, with
military standards and a local band playing the British and French national
anthems. John Bodman laid a wreath on behalf of the association, and children
from the village school placed decorated lanterns before his grave. Peter
Owen, the late poet’s great-nephew and Damian Grant from Lille University
read some of Owen’s poems. Beth Timms, chairman of trustees for Eye and
Dunsden village hall, said, ‘After the ceremony, we enjoyed a feast of local fare
at the Salle de Fétes and were entertained by a wonderful group of French
musicians and the Inishmore ensemble, who played haunting traditional Irish
music, interspersed by readings of Owen’s poems. We were able to speak to the
villagers and to other French and English people who are interested in Owen'’s
work.
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Maison Forestiere Wilfred Owen,

Bois I'Eveque Wilfred Owen’s grave

Western Front Memorial at the canal

During the visit, the group also visited the Forester’s House where Owen
spent his last days, in a small, smoky cellar with 11 other soldiers, awaiting
orders. In 2011, the cottage was turned into a memorial that pays tribute both
to the last moments of Owen and his men, and to the contemporary and
universal nature of the poet’s work. Recorded readings of Owen’s poetry (read
in English by Kenneth Branagh) are powerful and moving. Jennifer Leach said,
“The cottage, Maison Forestiére, is entirely white and looks like a sculpture,
standing out like a ‘bleached bone’ in the forest. The dark cellar. in contrast,
remains untouched. It is a wonderful and fitting memorial.”

The Dunsden Owen Association is planning a series of events next year to
include a late evening Concert Vigil on 4th August led by Choral Group A440;
an audio-visual walking trail, to be launched in September with a film by
Jennifer Leach of Outrider Anthems, and a new work by composer, David
Breeze; a concert of music and poetry on the weekend of November 8th: and
an exhibition of local war memorabilia. A fun-day and other community
events, including a lunch at Dunsden Village Hall are also planned. We also
hope to stage a play, ‘One night in Ors’ by the Belgian playwright , Xavier
Hannotte, whom we met during the visit.

Jacky Duminy, the mayor of Ors and a number of villagers will join in the
celebrations in 2014, establishing community links between Ors and Dunsden.
If you are interested in learning more about these events or the Dunsden Owen
Association, please visit the website, http://www.dunsdenowenassociation.
org.uk or Dunsden Owen Association Facebook site.
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John Bodman at the War Memorial, from left,
Jacky Duminy, Mayor of Ors, Damian Grant,
John Bodman, Peter Owen(partly hidden),
standard bearer unknown.
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Gill Madeley nator.

Garden Desigh & Maintenance

= Garden Design
= Maintenance

= Planting
» Advice

Sketches Sometimes

» Seasonal Clearance Paintings & Commissions * One-off jobs undertaken: Gardens cleared or overhauled, major cut back or pruning.
Handprinted Photographs * Plants for places, advice and lists. Plants supplied and planted out.
Caversham, Reading, Berkshire Flash Animation Workshops « Design service - for more details please telephone to discuss.
1.0118 94711178 m. 07971 742.053 Mlk:r;r‘:npahg:;gsr?;)gy Call: Alex Lowth, mobile: 07769 974 729, answer phone: 0118 947 2307
ilmadeleygardendesign@sky.com :
- oy e b5 mikebrand.co.uk

ALEX LOWTH
Gardening & Design

-

Is your Garden in a Mess? Does it need an overbaul?
Are you Bored with your Borders? Like to re-plan and re-plant?

Reliable Gardening Service:

Bathrooms §Til

Sjreeﬁso

Complete Design & Installation Service
Or

Supply Only
Fully Equipped Showroom
7 Reading Road. Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 1AB
01491 411990

Local references available

info@ steepalbathrooms.co.uk
www.steepalbathrooms.co.uk
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Building and Roofing Specialist

Tel: (0118) 947 3503 Mobile 07944 272804
FREE ESTIMATES & QUOTES
COMPETITIVE PRICES NO JOB TOO SMALL
ALSO UNDERTAKEN SMALL BUILDING JOBS
REPAIRS & MAINTENANCE

nne .
web desigr@ oarrison

Affractive
Affordable
Web Sites
Efficient. jargon-free web design &
hosting.
Helping small businesses to get started on
the web.

0118 947 4244 www.AnneGarison.co.uk
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Swing Dance
Classes

In the Reading/Henley area
Partnered dance classes in Lindy Hop,
Jive, Jitterbug, Charleston & Balboa

Dancing to swing/jazz/blues

from the 1940s to the present

( CHires Wn\

INTERIOR AND
EXTERIOR DECORATING
Paper Hanging Specialist
Coving & Dado Rails Fitted
Guttering Changed
New Work & Refurbishment
Private & Commercial
Insurance Work Welcome
Fully Insured

0118 946 4007
07958 293 867
L

13 Hilltop Road, Caversham Heights,
q_ .
7 <® Caversham Print = Sign Shop

LT TR
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Reading RG4 7THR
For all design, printing and signage
Personalised,

Cavwases,
Bavwnersy & Posters

Thank yowr cusiomers with a bammer or poster.
Each ome personalived 1o your busimexs meedy,
Either can be wved indoor or owtdoor and can
be attached in a mumber of ways.

We abio producy high quality Camvases.

Simply supply ihe photor and we will creaty the
perfect prevemt (bables. pets, favourite Aunty, or
Jusi @ ey smap 10 remeisd you of warmer times).

They make a great Birthday or Artversary gift
Please call 0118 939 1981 for prices

2 Parcionh Howd. Reading, Barkayiee FGI BET
PO 939 08 (M8 959 HOS0

‘upto-AO

» cam gy

www.lewingtondecorating.co.uk )
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CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH
AND ST BARNABAS
JOINT SERVICE

St Barnabas and Caversham Park
churches have resolved to work more
closely in the future and so the first of
probably three joint services a year was
held at Caversham Park Primary School in
November.

The congregation is usually about 30, so
it was marvellous to have had 80 adults
and four children. Among the congre-
gation were a small party of French people
who had come to stay with family for a
Christening, later on in St Barnabas. It all
added to the ecumenical mix.

The Revd Derek Chandler welcomed
everyone and reminded us of the purpose
of worshipping together. It was my turn to
celebrate the Communion service and
Elizabeth Gash offered to preach at the All
Age Communion. She had also organised a
drama of the Gospel story: ‘Jesus meets
Zacchaeus.” There was a special song on
the theme, which many of the adults knew
and taught the children actions to the
words.

Our prayers, also on the theme,
contained actions, simple and meaningful.
Our last hymn, ‘We are marching in the
light of God’, took us out of the worship
space and out of the door to go home, but
mainly to the coffee table, where we could
make new friends and renew
acquaintances.

Next time it will be St Barnabas' turn to
be the hosts. ]

Margaret Dimmick

WHY GO TO LONDON OR
OXFORD FOR A PANTOMIME?

There is one at Caversham Heights
Methodist Church on January 23rd, 24th
25th. The performances begin at 7.00pm
on Thursday and Friday and 4.00pm on
Saturday.

We will be presenting Cinderella — a
traditional pantomime with 21st century
modifications.

We may not have famous people or
professional actors but we do have some
very talented and enthusiastic amateurs.

Good clean fun — what else would you
expect in a Methodist church?
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Selection of Afternoon Teas

Jintage Cream Teas to Rayal Higl Tea

Breakfast & Lunch Menu
selection of hememade dishes, freshly prefaied 1o ordes
Winnie’s Lunch Club

Every Thursday
eaurse lunch only E6 for senicr

Open All Day for Tea, Coffee and Cakes

5
A

Style Tea
Elegantly decorated, in the heart of Sonning Common
Monday - Friday
09:00 - 430
Weekends available upon request
25 Wood Lane + Sanning Commen ¢ Reading + RG4 5

0118 327 1128

Induction of Father Paul as Parish Priest
at Our Lady and St Anne’s

Father Paul Martin came to Caversham in August from the
parish of The Immaculate Conception in Bicester. On 15th
November he was officially inducted as the Parish Priest of Our
Lady and St Anne’s. A full church witnessed the ceremony
including some 80 parishioners from Bicester who had come by
coach or by car. Father Paul’s mother was among them. There
were also ten visiting priests.

Mgr Anthony Wilcox, Dean for the South Oxfordshire deanery,
officiated at the beginning of the Mass with the choir leading the
Latin plain chant Kyrie and Gloria. The readings were from the
ordinary mass of the day. After the gospel, Mgr Anthony
preached a homily explaining what a parish priest must be,
Then the Rite of Induction followed.

Father Philip Harrop read the letter of appointment from
Archbishop Bernard. Father Paul made a Profession of Faith
and, with his hand on the book of Gospels, took the Oath of
Fidelity. Dean Wilcox then declared himself to be Delegate for
the Archbishop of Birmingham, mandated to inaugurate Paul
Martin as Parish priest of Caversham. Father Paul was presented
with the keys of the church and the Bible, was taken to the
baptismal font and to the confessional and finally received the
keys of the tabernacle. He was asked at each stage to declare his
willingness to carry out his appropriate duties and the
congregation was asked to declare their willingness to support
him and share in his ministry.

A document was signed by Mgr Anthony, witnessed by
Damian Colehan and Nelly Langer representing the
congregation, which certified that the induction had taken place
and that Father Paul Martin was Parish Priest of Our Lady and St
Anne. Mgr Wilcox presented Father Paul to the congregation to
a resounding round of applause.

After Deacon Hugh had read the bidding prayers, a hymn was
sung and Mgr Anthony took Fr Paul to one side and took off the
chasuble he had been wearing and Father Paul put it on. They
both returned to the altar and the liturgy of the Eucharist was
concelebrated by Fr Paul, Mgr Wilcox and seven other priests.

After Mass, all retired to the Cenacle where a mouth-watering
buffet was laid out and visiting clergy and parishioners from
Bicester and Caversham mingled and chatted together, making a
happy conclusion to a wonderful evening.

Fr Paul wearing the chasuble

Photos by Jane Shaw
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Memorial Service for Richard Kingsbury

A large congregation of over 300 unable to attend the funeral, the opportunity to
attended a service in memory of participate in an inspiring and moving tribute to
Canon Richard Kingsbury at St Richard. In attendance were Richard’s wife Angela and
Peter’s Church Caversham on many members of his family. Officiating at the service
Remembrance Sunday. Richard had were Rev Christine Allsop and Rev Alveen Thoresen,
been rector of Caversham for nearly both of whom had been curates in training at St Peter’s
25 years, and was a much-loved under Richard’s direction. The service took the form of
servant of the church who touched a Requiem Mass with communion, the music having
the lives and hearts of a great many been requested by Angela. Faure’s Requiem was sung
people. He died in June, and his by the St Peter’s choir, augmented for the occasion by
funeral was held at Bedale in Yorkshire, where he had  a number of former members, and thanks are due to the
lived since his retirement in 2007. This service in choir, soloists, musicians and organists for making this
Caversham therefore gave many people, who had been  an unforgettable occasion.

ﬁ' Bible Frlcndsh
Jesus is born

Mary and Joseph were very excited. It was nearly time for Mary to
have her baby. But Mary could not have her baby at home. Mary
and Joseph had to leave their house and travel a long way to a
town called Bethlehem.

When they got there, Bethlehem was full of people. Joseph and
Mary looked for a place to stay. But everywhere was already full
of people. No room here. No room there.

What were they going to do?

A kind man said that Mary and Joseph could stay in the stable by
his house. This was where the animals lived. Mary and Joseph were
very pleased to have somewhere to stay at last.

Very soon, baby Jesus was born. Mary wrapped him up to keep
him warm. Joseph made a soft bed for him in the hay, Mary and
Joseph were very excited.

Jesus had been born!
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Luke 2:1-7

NEWS FROM ST JOHN’S

Members of St John’s congregation have
filled 102 shoeboxes with gifts, matching
last year’s achievement. As well as toys,
sweets, knitted hats, scarves and gloves,
the shoeboxes also include items to help
with education and hygiene. The boxes
were brought into church on 'Shoebox
Sunday’ to be blessed by the Revd John
Dudley before starting their journey to
children in Africa, Eastern Europe and
Central Asia. They are distributed through
the Samaritan's Purse charity and their
Operation Christmas Child.

. T'hurSday*’is |
' Fisherman day!

Come & experience the unique environment of having
fraditional English Cream Teas on Whittington's Tea
Barge moored on the Thames right by Reading Bridge.

AUSTEN WHETHAM & GUEST
SOLICITORS

*every Thursday 2pm - 6pm

We have wonderful coffee & 18 different types of tea

St. Andrew's Church Hall, Albert Road, Caversham, RG4 7PL home made scones, cakes and ‘.@m meals

Contact Paul Griffin based in Caversham for
*+ House & Flat moves

P S %+ Wills Probate and Inheritance cases, 2 cream teas for the price of 1 on presentation
< Co-ownership issues the teabarge of this advert.
= ~ < Family law.

Contact Paul on 0118 909 9998 or e-mail
paul.griffin@awg-law.co.uk Paul offers
home and out of hours visits, at no extra charge

[ A J | b J
20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Mrs. LESLIE MAYNERD TIDHA.MRQA. RCCA.
THE OAK HOUSE CLINIC, 80 WOODCOTE RD, CAVERSHAM

AWG is ised & by the Solicit
Authority [ no 00046377 ]

Hemdean House
School

Independent day school
for boys — 3 -11 years
& girls 3 -16 years

Treatment especially suitable for:
Headaches / Migraines / Muscular Tension
Stress Related Problems
0118 947 6067/www.aromatherapycaversham.co.uk

leslic@aromatherapycaversham.co.uk Vouchers available

St Michael’s Church Hall

(rear of St Michael's Catholic Church, Peppard Road,
Sonning Common)

Light airy hall for hire daytimes & evenings at
competitive rates

MAPLEDURHAM PARISH HALL
TRENCH GREEN

Good size hall for hire with stage, kitchen &

Excellent facilities including chairs/tables, kitchen,
storage facilities

- heating, updated toilet facilities and car park
Rural setting with parking close to Mapledurham village

Please contact: Church Office 0118 972 3418
or email: stmichaels.rc@hotmail.co.uk

(ST DS MG R

* Most makes repaired

Can accommodate for example:
« Children's parties / Family celebrations
* Classes / Meetings / Sales & Exhibitions
* Drama & Music Groups

One off occasions or multi bookings

For further enquiries contact Jane Bowen
0118 9722978

ales
weslt

Friendly
andpersonal

Froviding accou s and taxation

many local owner ped bu
individua el
VAT r¢ i

titation

+ Ex Indesit & S. Common Electrical Engineer

* Electric cooker, dishwasher & tumble dryer
repairs too.

+ 27 years experience / guaranteed work

+ Caversham based

Contact Andy on:

07773 750321 daytime work hours

0118 947 1929 evening & for queries/information
For more infor i pd & price

please visit my www. com

CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIST
% Mrs Samantha Vistuer
BSc (Hons), MChS, HPC Regis

6 Victoria Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7QY

Experienced footcare from thildhood to the elderly
From coms to in-growing toc nails, foot pain 1o veruecas
Diabetic, Poor circulation, Rheumatoid patients welcome

Specialist Treatments Biomechanics, Orthotics & Nail Surgery

For a Clinic appointment please call

TEL: 0118 946 3401
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Short-Term Therapy - Long
Term Results

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE
Woald you like to have this paper
delivered to you monthly? Janet E Kent M.A. (Psych)
Email us at M.Sc.
cavershambridgenews @gmail com British Association for Counselling
and Psychotherapy Senior
Accredited
Psychotherapist/Counsellor

giving your name and address
Alternatively copies of this paper can be
perchased cither from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish
Office, Church Street

Call Janet on 01189 464085
email: janetekent@ntiworld.com

s ot movy i

If you ore finding it difficwit To pay bills an time
+If need advice on budgeting
“IT you are octugily in debt

Covershom dedt odvite cenire which Speratns under
e logdership of Grace Chiseh Covershawm, may be)
onle o pdvise or poind you in the night $itectien
-Coil Aane on 01189 722458 Tor an eppsintwieny

ELECTRICAL

*ARTER

i L _
Why should you \
install Solar PV? > REAW
You can achieve

payback of 12% from your investment

1

0118 967 7033

info@carter-elecirical.co.uk
www.carter-electrical.co.uk

.
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Sharing our Streets

Thameside School hall was busy on the
evening of 12 November when over 100
people came to a joint meeting organised by
CADRA and the Caversham Traders
Association. After an introduction on the
work of both organisations, Helen Lambert,
CADRA Chairman explained that the main
purpose of the meeting was to consider
whether a vision for traffic measures through
Caversham Centre was needed - particularly
in the light of the expected redevelopment of
St Martins’ Precinct.

Simon Beasley, Network Manager, Reading
Borough Council explained that councils are
entrusted by Government to manage the
public highway within national policies,
strategy and legal regulation. Funding is from
the national government central exchequer
and in some cases from the EU. There are also
contributions from local development —
previously Section 106 payments and now
the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL).

Reading Borough Council manages the
central computerised traffic management

system across Reading and for surrounding
areas. It was one of the first authorities to
introduce 20mph zones. :
Current plans for Caversham include:
* Prospect Street mini-roundabout — a double
mini roundabout is proposed on safety
grounds
e Church Street pedestrian crossing - to be
moved nearer to the petrol station
e Church Street cycle facilities — a dock for
the cycle hire scheme
¢ De-cluttering —too many signs and markings
may reduce drivers’ focus. This is a central
government initiative.
e Parking — particularly on residential roads
* Peppard Road pedestrian facilities — plans
for 3 new crossings including 1 zebra crossing
e Church Road/Church Street Junction —
MOVA, a new adaptive control system will be
introduced here and on all traffic lights in
Caversham '

ESTATE AGENCY

We are an independent company of Estate Agents

specialising in the sale of property in the Caversham

area.

We are able to give friendly impartial advice on all

aspects of the sale of residential property.

Our services includes:

® Free valuations

® Probate valuations

® Accompanied viewings

® Advertising in both Reading and Henley
newspapers

® Professional staff who live within the area

® Regular up-date reports

® Strong local reputation for obtaining results

® Discreet marketing services

If you are looking to move now or in the near future

please feel free in either calling into our offices in

Bridge Street, Caversham or telephoning us at the
number below
0118 947 0511
email: sales@walmsley.co.uk
9 Bridge Street, Caversham RG4 8AA

SPECIALISTS IN
DRIVEWAYS & PATIO INSTALLATIONS
+ FENCING + DECKING
+ GARDEN WALLS
References available

0118 9414646 / 07882 525987
www.pgspaving.co.uk

* Top brand name flooring at the lowest price

* Samples to view in your home/office day/evening
* Free Advice / Free Quotes
* Old flooring uplifted & furniture moved
* Fast turn around on fitting If required
* Carpet, design and wood flooring specialists
We supply and Install: Karndean - Amtico
Cormar - Elka - Quickstep - and more...

Tel: 01189 561 735

10 Richfield Avenue, Reading, Berks!
info@richiisldiiooning.couk richfie

Whereas the 1960s Buchanan Report separated pedestrians and
cars, the concept of shared spaces is a different way of managing
highway use. By de-cluttering and removing kerbs and markings,

uncertainty is introduced which reduces speeds and requires drivers
to move tilrough with caution. Major schemes include Exhibition
Road, London and the Poynton town centre regeneration.

To seize opportunities for funding; it is important that plans are
ready ‘on the shelf’. Mr Beasley urged Caversham to look ahead to the
future and to work with councillors to develop a vision for
Caversham. Five local councillors were present and there was
encouragement for local people to engage with their elected
representatives.

Some heavy vehicles are essential to Caversham so a ban is not
practical. Measures to alleviate pressures may include the Reading-
London motorway scheme with use of the hard shoulder, a levy
under consideration on foreign heavy goods vehicles to offset
environmental damage and agreements under discussion with
Oxfordshire County Council to reduce heavy traffic on the A4074,
Completion of the bridges at Cow Lane will allow lorries onto the IDR
although the changes on Portman Road may bring additional traffic
to Caversham.

Caversham Traders have raised concerns about the very large
vehicles through Caversham which regularly cause damage. Simon
Beasley agreed to review the signs for heavy goods vehicles as part of
a wider review of signs.

With growth and the development of Reading Station, traffic is set
to increase further. The number of cars with only one occupant has a
major impact on congestion in peak periods and there is a need for a
cultural shift towards walking, cycling and public transport. This
makes provision for pedestrians and cyclists ever more important.

Reading is fortunate in the management of its bus services though
many people present expressed concern about the level of service to
Caversham.

Paul Matthews, a member of the CADRA committee gave a brief
presentation comparing Caversham with other local centres. He gave
examples of what had been achieved elsewhere to make roads more
‘friendly’ to non motorists. Although the major schemes costing
several million pounds may not be attainable in Caversham there are
many smaller changes which would have an impact. Ideas which
might be relevant to Caversham included:

* 20mph limit

* Better pedestrian crossing points on raised tables
* Contrasting road surfaces

* Minimalist road markings

e Better cycle facilities.

Those present at the meeting were asked to record their views on
whether a vision is needed for Caversham, the current problems and
possible solutions. These will be summarised by CADRA and will be
used in discussion with councillors and officers. Both CADRA and
the Caversham Traders Association will be updating their members.

At www.cadra.org.uk you will find a report of the meeting, a copy
of the presentation by Paul Matthews and on-line survey. If you
prefer, there is also a version which you can print, complete and
hand in to Walton’s Jewellers. If you would like to add your
comments, CADRA would be very glad to include them in an
updated summary of views.
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FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY 22
a
DANTOMIME

Cinderelia

at Caversham Heights Methodist Church,
Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG

Thursday, 23+ -lnn;mr_v at 7 p.m.
Friday 24+ January at 7 p.m.
Saturday, 25+ J vy Mad

at 4 p.m.

£
perfor

Tickets available in advance from Janet, 0118 947 3935
or at the door
£7.50 for adults, £5.00 for children 16 and under.

Proceeds to DrugFAM and
Church Charities

Ashworth Plumbing &
Heating

Boilers/Bathrooms/Breakdowns
Gas safe registered

Caversham Based/No Call Out Fee/
Ex Military

All forms of debit/credit cards accepted
Call Ben today for a free quotation!

Tel: 07738 631 294

JOHN WOOLDRIDGE

PLUMBING & HEATING
ENGINEER

Over 25 years experience
Competent tradesmen will undertake central
heating, bath/shower room installations & general
plumbing and repairs large or small.

112 MAYFIELD DRIVE,
CAVERSHAM
RG4 5JT (0118) 948 2584

Summerfield Care Home

a Kldmore Road, Caversham

Readmg RGd 7LU

~(0118) 947 2164

aUMMERFIELD isa pnva!ely owned residential home, set
in its own secure grounds in Caversham Heights.
SUMMERFIELD caters for long term and respite care for
Older People 65 years and over. Dignity and choice is all
important and every effort is made to encourage full quality
of life.

SUMMERFIELD is ideally situated (or a full range of shops
and amenities wnhm the Cé i e

bus service to

SUMMERFIELD is

Commiss

All our e srienced care workers and are trained to
understand the needs of the individual
www.summerfieldcare.co.uk
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Some Gleanings from the History of
Maple Durham by a parishioner

Just prior to Christmas each year the trustees of
the Lyster’s Charity meet to decide how they can
distribute the annual proceeds as Christmas gifts to
usually about 25 recipients within the parish of
Mapledurham. This Charity originated from the
will dated 23 October 1613, of Sir Charles Lyster
who was the Grandson of Sir Richard Lister, Lord
Chief Justice 1546 to 1552. ‘He gave unto his
kinswomen for their preferment in marriage 1000£,
for the foundation of an hospitall here in this
Towne and for the maintenance thereof 600£." The
alms houses (hospitall) were thus built for the poor
of the parish who received a sum of 1s. 6d each
week and two loads of firewood each year. An
extract for the parish records gives some indication
of the occupants — ‘1679 Ann Alder widow being
one of ye Almspeople of Charles Lister’s Hospitell
in this parish and Reputed to be above an hundred
years old was buried the 3 February 1679’. Into the
20th century the Almshouses fell into disrepair,
were condemned as unfit for habitation and due to
the cost of restoration and improvements the
Charity Commissioners permitted the sale to the
Blount Estate (Mapledurham Estate). The proceeds
of this sale formed the basis of the Lyster’s Charity
capital fund which generates the annual gifts.
Originally the gifts were in the form of fuel such as
coal but as the use of coal fires declined a more

useful gift of a sum of money in the form of a
cheque is presented.

As in many villages and towns there was no
shortage of the poor and destitute particularly
following the upheaval of the civil war. It is no
surprise that there is an old ‘Poores book of
Maplederham’ commenced by the Churchwardens
in 1693. A rate of 2s per yard-lande ( a Virgate or
30Acres) was levied within-the parish and the
accounts balanced each year prior to Easter. These
accounts were signed by the Curate before being
inspected, signed and sealed by two magistrates of
the county who appointed overseers of the
collection and distribution of the ‘Poores Monies’
for the following year. It seems that human nature

was the same then as now. There are regular entries -

such as the following in the ‘Poores book’ for all to
see! A week’s wage for a farm labourer at that time
was about 1s.

1805 — Dinner &c, Easter Monday  £4 12s 8d.
1806 — Dinner and Liquor at Easter £4 4s 9d
1811 — Easter Meeting £5 18s 6d
1812 — ditto £6 4s 6d
1819 — Dinner-and C. £5 18s 7d

‘C’ no doubt being the liquid refreshment.

These were not for the poor but for the expenses ~

claimed jointly by the Curate, churchwardens and
two Justices of the Peace.

DOMESTIC CLEANER
Honest, reliable & affordable cleaner available to help
clean & care for your home

Weekly, fortnightly, one off & spring cleans
Ironing, windows, carpet cleaning. Ovens from £40.
Full insurance, excellent references.

Contact Rachael Hawklns 0118 996 0137 / 07833 548675
Email: Ik.net

Caversham Osteopathic Clinic

Richard Weatherall BSc OST
REGISTERED OSTEOPATH
Treating many conditions
For more information or to book an appointment

0118 947 5775
07885 454 092

CORRESPONDENCE
From Mrs Lin Godfrey
Re: Christchurch Meadows

Reading Borough Council no doubt prides itself on its ‘We need to
talk’ consultations. Unfortunately RBC seems to have forgotten to listen
or at best pays lip service to what the public is saying.

Christchurch Meadows are the jewel in Reading'’s riverside parks and
have been for over a 100 years. They should be saved to allow future
¥ generations to enjoy them not decimated so that RBC can make money
out of a public open space by flogging it to the highest bidder.

RBC recently received a well thought out plan to site the proposed
High Ropes and Adventure Golf on the land between Rivermead and
Thames Side Promenade. This would allow all pay to participate
activities to be grouped together. The facilities at Rivermead are
excellent. There is a very large car park. RBC should commission a
report into the viability of this alternative site thus proving they are
receptive to other ideas.

If RBC still isn't listening perhaps Caversham should declare UDI and
thus rid ourselves of this troublesome neighbour.

>
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Can YOU help to deliver the
Caversham Bridge?

Would you like to join our team of
volunteers?

We need people in Caversham Heights
to deliver papers in Chazey Road and
also to deliver nine bundles of papers by
car to street distributors in the area.
Please ring 0118 9471370 if you feel you
can help or would like more information.
Thank you.

\

( M. D. Howlett

architectural consultant

(0118) 947 7117

20 years experience in all aspects of
domestic and commercial
architecture, including designs, local
authority applications and contract
administration

s

St. Barnabas

/PARISH CENTRE\

Grove Road, Emmer Green

OPEN
Tuesdays and Thursdays
8.30 — 10.30 a.m.
Wednesdays 10.30 — 11.30 a.m.

EVERYONE WELCOME TO DROP IN

for tea, coffee, (o
/

conversation and

\ company

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping
8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0118 957 4896

K W Stokes Plumbing
& Heating Engineer

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE - GAS SAFE REGISTERED
Full Central Heating Systems and Boiler replacement specialists
|  All Boilers fitted meet latest Energy Efficiency standards

\ Boiler repairs, Maintenance and upgrades

! Bathroom design and installation

1 All general plumbing work

Free & unbiased advice offered

Tel: 0118 986 9488 Mob: 07768 512060
www.kwstokesplumbingandheating.com

Comprehensive eye
examinations

* Full contact lens service
Free specs for children

Extensive range of
designer frames

Main agent for Zeiss
nnd Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

www, robinjames.co.uk
44 Church 81, Caversham, Reading (opposite Waitrose)
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CHRISTMAS COMES TO CAVERSHAM AND
CHILTERN FLOWER CLUB

On November 13th the club members, guests and visitors had the pleasure of seeing a demonstration
by florist Ian Lloyd at Caversham Heights Methodist Church (the usual venue for the club). The fabulous
designs and fascinating talk about his life and work had the audience enthralled. At the end of the
evening all the designs were prizes in the raffle so several people were able to take home a tangible
reminder of the evening as well as the memories of a platform full of flowers for the Christmas season.

If you have been inspired by these pictures the club would be pleased to welcome you. The AGM is
on February 12th and the first demonstration for the new year is on March 12th.

2014 is the Ruby anniversary of the club and many special events are planned.

In June members of the club will join the St Peter’s church flowers arrangers to stage a Flower Festival,
‘Flora Musica’ proceeds of which will go to the St Peter’s Organ appeal fund. The festival will run from
June 27th to 29th.

Across:

1 Like better (6)

4 Eg Lent (4)

7 Coleridge's fictional river (4)

8 None excluded (8)

9 Medical advice to overcome an
ague (6,1,5)

10 Appearance (6)

12 Continent (6)

14 Reliability (12)

16 Greek actress (surname) (8)

17 see 14 down

18 Enounced (4)

19 French painter (6)

Down:

1 A proprietary exercise regime (7)

2 A colourless liquid used as an
anaesthetic (5)

3 The last moment (8.4)

4 An overhead crossing (7)

5 A method for detecting
underwater objects (5)

6 Kidding oneself (4-8)

11 Exhibited clearly (7)

13 Utensils used with mortars (7)

14 17across Medical advice for a

common illness (4,1,4)
15 Finer (5)
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HOME TUITION

Primary School Age

On holiday, working,
ill or just need help?
DOG WALKING
LOOKING AFTER
DOGS, CATS,
RABBITS etc
Let me HELP you
in your home or mine
0118 9470187

Range of subjects offered
including Special Needs
Call 954 5860 or 947 2804

sd.delamere@gmail.com

LIFE IN OLD CAVERSHAM

by Mary Kift

A revised edition

£8.99

Now available at

WORDPLAY
in
Prospect Street, Caversham

Peter Robins

Extensions, Maintenance, Repairs
Over 30 years experience: Fully insured
Repointing, Brick & Flint work
Fencing, Patios and Paving
Roofing, Guttering, Soffits, etc
Painting, Decorating, Tiling

Enquiries: 0118 948 2357/07702 184784

BerKs and Oxon Social Care

‘g : Need companionship or help with
AN tasks other than personal care?
Activities such as:
Shopping, simple meal preparation, respite for carers
Home from hospital help, lifeline alarm key holding
Outpatient & GP visits (help with advocacy), pet care
De-cluttering, re-organising & help with paperwork
Attending social functions or places of interest

15 years' experience in social care. Insured and CRB
checked. Someone you can trust.
Contact Anita to discuss requirements and prices
0118 9484521 / 07890 592103
E mail: berksandoxon@talktalk.net

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Established 1986

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC.
FREE ESTIMATES

Phone 9461701

BERKSHIRES INDEPENDENT TILE SUPPLIER

CA ERSHA
TR

55 DONKIN HILL

CAVERSHAM

READING

RG4 6DG

Tel 0118 9478853  www.cavtiles.co.uk

I~ <o~~~ T
Old Mother Shipton

New Year is a time for
looking backwards, and for
looking forwards — a time for
prophecy and fortune-
telling. In the 1950s,
towards the end of the year, I
can remember copies of Old
Moore’s Almanac appearing
in the newsagent’s shop,
with mystical symbols on
the cover. When the
travelling fair came to town,
in May and again in October
for the Wakes, there was
always a fortune-teller’s tent
there with astrological signs.
I should think that most
people don’t set much store
by such things these days —
even horoscopes in
newspapers and magazines
seem to be on the decline.
People are probably having
their DNA tested instead!

Old Mother Shipton was a
prophetess who lived in a
cave above the River Nidd at
Knaresborough in Yorkshire,
from 1488 to 1561. Her
mother, Agatha Sontheil,
had the gift of prophecy
before her. Mother Shipton
was born Ursula Sontheil,
and she married Toby
Shipton. Printed copies of
her prophecies, in rhyming
couplets, went through
many editions in the years
after her death. She foretells
the downfall of Cardinal
Wolsey, the accession of
James I to the English throne,
the Civil War, iron ships, the
electric telegraph, aero-
planes . . . . and so on. She
seems to have got the date of
the end of the world wrong,
though. In the edition I
bought, almost 50 years ago,
it said that:

‘The world then to an end
shall come

In Nineteen Hundred and
Ninety One.’

However, on checking a
few facts on the Internet, I
learn that in previous
editions, the year had been
given as 1881 — and that
many  alterations  and
additions to the text had
been made over time.

Before ever 1 visited
Knaresborough in  my
student days, I had heard of
Mother Shipton, and I knew

what she looked like because
as a small boy I'd seen an
advertisement for Mother
Shipton Soap painted on the
wall of a corner shop. There
was a face with a hooked
nose, pointed chin and
steeple hat, with the words
“No Boiling” underneath. I
was thrilled to be told by my
mother that Mother Shipton
was a witch, because at the
time I rather liked witches,
and wanted to grow up to be
one. They seemed to have a
much more interesting time
than the other people in the
stories.

I mention Mother
Shipton’s appearance, be-
cause last year, a Mother
Shipton moth was pointed
out to me. The markings on
the wings are supposed to
resemble the face of a witch.
See what you think.

It was an occasion when I
had strayed over the county
boundary, into Buckingham-
shire, in search of wild
orchids, and there it was,
rather distinctive and fairly
common, but I'd never
noticed it before. The
wingspan is about an inchy it
flies by day, the caterpillars
eat grass and clover, and the
moth emerges in May. This
is when I saw and
photographed it, just as the
weather was beginning to
warm up. (After that, we
had the best summer for
butterflies and moths for
many years.)

I hadn’t given Old Mother
Shipton much thought for a
very long time, and I was
glad to be reminded of her.
A riffle* through one of my
Yorkshire box-files brought
to light the little book of
prophecies, and now I hope
to see that moth again in
years to come.

y Happy Wanderer

*Editors note, it really is
riffle.
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE

Would you like to have this paper delivered to
you monthly?
Email us at: cavershambridgenews@gmail com
giving your name and address.

Alternatively copies of this paper can be
purchased either from
WordPlay, Prospect Street
or Caversham Thameside Parish Office,
Church Street

Commercial Property Agents

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Rent Reviews & Lease Renewais negotiated

Highmoor
Cross

George Chilvers and Nigel Price rrics

0118 947 4600
www.highmoorcross.co.uk

w
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CAVERSHAM HEATH
TUESDAY SPECIAL
Seniors One Course Lunch
£6.00
FISHERMAN'’S FRIDAY
12-3pm
Choice of fish dishes

SUNDAY LUNCH

12-3pm

Non-members welcome

Enquiries: 0118 947 8600 / info@cavershamgolf co uk
Caversham Heath Golf Club, Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
www.cavershamgolf co.uk
ARUM TREE SURGEONS
Y TREE WITH OVER 20 YEARS
EXPERIENCE IN THE WORLD
SERVICES OF TREE CARE

» Tree removal, tree pruning
* Trees supplied and planted e
* Hedge work e
e Stump Grinding
FULLY INSURED, NPTC QUALIFIED
Tel/Fax: 0118 971 2224
Mobile: 07876 232282

CALL NOW FOR A FREE
QUOTATION

L =

Thimbleby & Shorland

AUCTIONEERS - VALUERS — CHARTERED SURVE YORS
The focal finm with the internstional reputation - £51 1901

DO YOU ENJOY THE BUIT & FUN OF AN AUCTION SALET
BO YOU WATCH AUCTION PROGRAMMES ON TVT
0O YOU WANT TO DE-CLUTTER YOUR MOUSE OR

TURN YOUR ASSETS INTO CASH?

THEN COME AND EXPERIENCE ThE EXTITEMENT OF AN
AUCTION FOR YOURSELF - LOCALLY

PERIODIC & MONTHLY AUCTIONS

AT READING AUCTION CENTRE

+ ANTIQUE FURNITURE & CHATTELS
« HOUSEMOLD & OF FICE FURNITURE
+ COMPUTER EQUIPMENT
+ GARDEN PLANTS & MACHINERY
* MOTOR VENIGLES
304 much more

VALUATIONS FOR ALL PURPOSES
Prodate ¢ Family Divisian ¢ inawrance » Auction
We would be pleased to advise without obligation
See website for fixture list and calalogues
W RuEtien 6ok — 09 on and subscribe
RICS compliant - clients money protected
+44 (0)118 950

31 Great Knollys Street
8611
Reading, Berkshire RG1 7HU




CURTAINS,
JIE l’»A(.l\S ET(A
ALL AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR 07815 610 007

RSHAM HEATH

' A warm and welcoming atmosphere awaits you at

| Caversham Heath Golf Club. With beautiful views
and comfortable surroundings our facilities are

| perfect for any occasion

¢ Family Events
¢ Birthday Parties
¢ Anniversaries

rties ¢ Corporate Functions

Caversham Heath Golf Club
Chazey Heath, Mapledurham
Office: 0118 947 8600
Email: info@cavershamgolf.co.uk

Website: www.cavershamgolf.co.uk

- GUTTERS, SOFFITS
' AND FASCIAS

t * Guttering and Downpipe

g * Guaranteed for
ability Insured

{ garry.theabelgroup@hotmail.co.uk
0118 329 0175 or 07974 089978

- for a free estimate

M.]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator
FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING

BERKSHIRE Telephone 947 5582

Soft Furnishings,
Loose Covers, Curtains,
i Drapes, Re-upholstery

John Kitcher & Son

55 Gatehampton Road,
5 Goring, Reading RG§ 0EN

Tel: 01491 872103

|DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL & INDUSTRIAL ROOFING
| & EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE

i Your Local Roofing Company
|

All Types of Roofing

Tel: 0118 963 9456
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Caversham Conservation Volunteers

A dozen people joined a guided walk in November around Clayfield Woodlands, enjoying the
sunshine and autumn colours, with a coffee stop with the Friends of Clayfield Copse who were
having their annual bonfire. The guide is available on line at www.econetreading.org.uk for

those who missed the communal walk.

Next month the ‘Friends of’ will start their annual bramble clearance from the bluebell areas

in Blackhouse wood, all welcome.

Friends of Mapledurham Playing Fields are in action next month, clearing around some of the
young trees planted in the last few years by Brownies and others.
Details of conservation volunteers in the area are on line as above.

READING GARDENERS

We start the New Year with a talk by one of our vice-presidents. On the 15th
January 2014 Richard Bisgrove will speak on Gertrude Jekyll.
29th January will be our Members’ Evening when several members will give

a brief talk on a topic of their choice.

12th February we will have a special ticketed meeting when Chris
Beardshaw will talk on “700 plants that (almost) changed the world.

Subscriptions are due in January. £12 single or £20 double (ie two people
living at the same address.) Visitors are welcome to attend for £2 a session.

Meetings are in Caversham Primary School hall, Hemdean Road on

Wednesday evenings at 7.30pm.

Please consult our website:- www.readinggardenersclub.org.uk for more

information.

CORRECTION

Owing to a production error, the date of the Caversham
Court Carol evening was incorrectly stated on the back page
of the December edition as Monday 17th December, instead
of Monday 16 December as reported separately in the
article on the event on Page 7.

This event is being kindly sponsored again by Philip Baker
& Co, independent estate agents.

Jerry's Odd Jobs

House and Garden
Maintenance & Repairs
Decorating inside and out
Flat Pack Assembly
Bicycle Repairs

Ring Jerry
0774 695 9463

DICK SMITH
General Builder
Small Building Works
Property Maintenance
Alterations
No Job too Small
Free Estimates

Est: 35 years

Caversham
0118 9482504

Free Estimates

COPSE ELECTRICAL &
SECURITY SERVICES
* DOOR ENTRY
* INTRUDER ALARMS
* SECURITY LIGHTING

* ELECTRIC SHOWERS
* EXTRA SOCKETS
* COMPLETE REWIRES

Tel 0798 362 7742/0795 6811443
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40 Years
experience
behind us

On Sight Optical Ltd [y ™"

All frames include, as standard,

single vision lenses, prices from only
We make

£1 8.00 specfacles fo
your
Ofher lens supplements from: présapiion
Bifocals £55.00
Varifocals £70.00
Transition Reactolite £54.00
Carry out
'} repairs and
Free Quotations with no obligation adjustments
We specialise in complex and difficult
prescriptions ‘ Exiremely
competitive

Over 162 Just bring In your prescription. B

1160 Henley Road
Cavershom

RG4 60H
101189 476 754
101189 474 759
onsightoplicalitblconnect.com

CALLAGHAN FLOORING AND CARPETS

Professional & personal service from first meefing o
completion of work

Combined experience of almost 40 years

We can supply/fit, repair of just fi
No job too big or small

For carpet, laminate, vinyl, real wood or files
Conlact us for free advice, measuring and
no obligation eslimates

Email: callaghancarpets@btinternet.com
Tel: 01189 628527 / 07792 239474

Marble, Stone and

Granite Craftsmen in Stone
Restoration and all
other masonry B ERIi‘i%Iig (I;D
undertaken
Telephone
0118 973 0043 0118 957 3537

www.callaghanflooringandcarpets.co.uk

J R McCARDLE m
MASTER MASONS MASTER
Fine Memorials in MASONS

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors
A Family Owned Funeral Service
Tel: (01491) 573370
ANDERSON HOUSE, 38 READING ROAD,
HENLEY-ON-THAMES, OXON, RG9 1AG

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS

& SON LIMITED

FUNERAL DIRECTORS, EST 1820

Independent family funeral directors and
monumental masons. ‘ '

% A.BWALKER

24 Hour assistance
4 Offices with parking
Competitively priced

Flowers by telephone and on-line @
Stone memorials

Pre-paid funeral plans

Reading: 0118 957 3650

Henley-on-Thames: 01491 413 434
Other Branches: Bracknell ~ Wokingham

www.abwalker.co.uk
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Caversham Heights Society

During November the Society members enjoyed three very
different events. On the 4th they were entertained and enthralled by
local speaker Mary Bryant, whose illustrated talk, Four Cheeks to the
Wind - Indo China, described part of a cycle journey that she and
her partner [now husband] set off to do in 2002. They had planned
to cycle round the world in two years but after 9000 miles, and
enduring bitter cold in Turkey and searing heat in India and South
East Asia, they had to return to the UK because of a family tragedy.
Society members were regaled with pictures and stories from
Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam and Thailand: dirt roads, overloaded taxis
and buses, bicycles, motor bikes, street markets, paddy fields and
water buffalo. We all felt as if we had been there with her.

On the 20th Mike Cooper took us back to the dark days of Reading
in World War 2 in a talk entitled Farly Closing Day-Air Raids on
Reading in WW2. Using archive material from Reading Library and
the Berkshire Records Office he described how Reading’s authorities
prepared for bombs, invasion and starvation. From 1940 to 1944
there were over 18 indiscriminate bombing raids on different parts
of Reading, the majority, surprisingly, landing on Caversham'’s
Church Street. The worst day was 4th February 1943 when four
1000lb bombs landed on Wellsteeds department store, the Town
Hall and one of the six People’s Pantries set up to provide a cheap
meal to enhance people’s meagre rations. The reason that so few
were killed was because it was an early closing day! Why Reading
was bombed is probably because of the railway into London but we
shall never know.

The final event was a trip to the Albert Hall to hear a Classical
Spectacular Concert.

Further details about the society can be found at www.cav-hts-
soc.fsnet.co.uk or by ringing 934 5004.

Rosehill WI

President Margaret Pyle welcomed all members and guests on a
miserable late autumn afternoon. She said the report from the
October meeting had been prepared and was available if anyone
wished to read it. Secretary Margaret Seal then gave a list of
correspondence and notified us of trips being organised by BFWI-
one to the Salisbury Christmas market in November and then to the
Snowdrops at Welford Park in February 2014.

Two lists were sent round, one asking for members to make mince
pies for the next meeting, and the second for suggestions for future
speakers. An appeal was also made for contributions (money or
items) for the hospital packs being assembled by Doris Goddard.
President Margaret announced that £69.70 had been received from
the Inland Revenue for Gift Aid.

Our speaker Judi Rowlands gave a very interesting (sometimes
amusing) talk about beading, explaining how she made various
necklaces and earrings; where the beads had originated and how
she cared for them. Many of them were passed around for members
to have a closer look. Judi said that all the money she makes from
talks and tuition goes to Breakthrough Breast Cancer.

The afternoon ended with a cup of tea, biscuits and the raffle.

We meet on the first Wednesday of the month in St Barnabas
Church Hall, Emmer Green at 2.00 pm and would be very pleased
to welcome visitors.

Reading & District Probus Club

It was interesting to watch the faces and reactions of members as
Alan Copeland brought back memories with his illustrated
presentation of ‘The changing face of Reading. Comments such as ‘I
bought my first suit there’ and ‘I knew that well’ were heard as
pictures of shops long gone appeared. One member said “ | had a

car like that with a starting handle “ when
seeing a picture of a Vauxhall.

Then the mood changed as the 1960’
appeared. The IDR traffic would skirt the
busy centre. So began the ‘demolition of
Reading’ or as it was later called the
‘Recondition” and “planning for the future’.
The historical centre was soon to be
replaced by a new Police station,
Magistrates courts, the Hexagon and there
was a competition to name it. Photographs
of the old rows of houses for the workers
which were demolished to make way for the
wider roads, office blocks, Civic Centre and
the Mall (with an underground pub, the
‘Target’) were shown. Some developments
were changed before completion, ie the ‘ski
slope” end of the IDR.

So the art of shopping changed to out of
town super shops and with it the plastic
bags. ‘All under one roof’ was the motto.
What happened to the arcades and covered
markets? The streets and roads were soon
full of traffic and rubbish - ‘The changing
face of Reading’ for better or for worse?
Without the foresight of Mr Doug Moyes
who took photographs of Reading and its
history as it was in the 1960s — names of
shops were names of people not PLC.

Thankfully Probus will not change its
name and will be known by retired men with
many interests who will enjoy its monthly
meetings. The secretary Colin Hatcher will
give details (0118 9482653) or probusclub-
reading.org.uk.

(o]

terr

B

ne fo One |
emet computer www.caversham.orguk
ages

; THE source online
for RG4 news,
events, eating out,
places to go, local
history and more.
The best place on
the web to look for

machine &
software - at your
own pace

Help with installing

Info@annegarrison.co.uk

connections information about
Anne Caversham and
] Garrison ‘ beyond.
0118 947 4244

J.P.MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by appointment)
* Servicing by top mechanics

* Bodywork, any job undertaken

|
* Collection and delivery service can ‘
be arranged

Call us today for first class personal
service

Tel: 947 7377 - 24 hour Ansafone

J.P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD |
CAVERSHAM, READING RG4 OJF |
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BOILER REPLACEMENT
SPECIALIST

+ All Gas Work Undertaken  Servicing
« Landlord Safety Certificates * Central Heating
Remove years of sludge whicl eating system (o
underperform or even fail by havi st Power Flush with our
state of the art Magnetic System.

PEPPARD HEATING & PLUMBING
07956 566317 / 0118 9545478 / 01491 699158
for free quote

ANDREW LAKER
Carpenter — Cabinetmaker

Kitchens - Bedrooms - Studies
Storage Solutions and
General Household Carpentry
322 Kidmore Road 0118 9482021
Caversham
Reading RG4 7NG
www.andrewlaker.co.uk

07967 642260

g, Ga@s

NURSING'AND HOMECARE

< M
Since 1968, Gardiner’s has supplied experienced and reliable
nurses and carers to help support clients in their own homes.
Whether you need help for just 1 hour / week or 24 hour cover,

please call to speak with a nurse. E 4
www.gardinersnursing.co.uk

10 Church St., Caversham, RG4 8DZ 01 1 8 9476666

XNentwood gazden Serxvices

Have your Garden maintained
Weekly ~ Fortnightly ~ Monthly
Neglected Gardens cleared
For free advice and estimates
call Kevin on
0118 967 8840 or 07980 915944

Hedge-cutting Patios

Turfing Fencing

\ 25 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks, RG4 8/B sty
D 0118 948 2999
Chiropody/Podiatry, Reflexology
Reiki & Seichem Healing & Teaching
Homeopathy
Indian Head Massage.
Hopi Ear Candles, Hypnotherapy, Lymphatic Drainage,
Aromatherapy
Evelyn Burt. State Registered Chiropodist

"; Caversham Clinic Wﬁ

m Noble Chauffeur Service.co.uk

13 Geoffreyson Road, Caversham Heights RG4 7HS

Be driven in comfort
Airports « Weddings * Special occasions
Local reliable service

Phone: 975 2241 or Mobile: 07801 937876
Email: jimmy@jwexeccars.co.uk

Ray Noble

Proprietor

1Electrics

Caversham Electrician

All your Electrical requirements
For a free quotation Phone

07771 798485 or 0118 954 6338

Steve Daniels

Painting and Decorating
25 years experience
City and Guilds qualified
For a professional job and free quote ring:
Home: 0118 961 3218
Mobile: 0791 710 6164

Shoe Repairs Dry Cleaning Alterations
Haberdashery Knitting Yarns

23c¢c Wood Lane, Sonning Common
0118 9723358

|

Caversham Aerial Services
TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

i -0

PC Problems?

Give me a ring!

For
PC Upgrades, PC Repairs, New PCs

Reasonable Prices & Friendly Service

Ring Phil Blackburn (PB Computer Services)
on Reading (0118) 947 9395

ST,
1 BERKSHIRE ROOFING
Roofing Specialists,
General Building, Painting, Decorating
& All Property Repairs, Free Estimates
No Job Too Small

Find us in the Yellow Pages

J. Long
26 Gosbrook Road, Caversham, Reading, Berks. RG4 8BS
Tel: 0118 954 3363 or 0118 970 0529 (m) 07525 297655

Caversham Heights
Dental Practice
25A Kidmore Road, Caversham, Reading, RG4 7LR

0118 9474848

Quality private dental care for all the family

Modern Cosmetic & Preventative Dentistry
Experienced Hygienists, Teeth Whitening
Easy access and parking

GIRLS ON TAP
Ladies who Plumb

L

e Your problem is ours
* Small repairs a speciality
Call Janet Reading 07952 668959

Amy’s Property Maintenance
& Clearance Service

Chimney Sweep, Gutter Cleaning, Fence Erecting,
Tree Work, House Clearance, Demolition,
Concreting, Garden Maintenance, Garden Welding,
General jobs around the House.

All work considered, Skilled tradesman,

Registered Waste Carrier,

Gabriele Scicluna cirv & Guio MECP & EITB (ENG)
Telk: 07778 340 444 | OU8 947 3560

amysclearanceseryice@hotmail.co.uk

FREE EPCs
FREE PHOTOGRAPHS
FREE COLOUR BROCHURES
FREE FLOORPLANS FREE VALUATIONS
NO LONG TERM CONTRACTS

VERY ATTRACTIVE RATES

@P) PHILIP BAKER & €7
Independent estate agents since 1992

18 Bridge Street Caversham Reading RGA 8AA
Telephone 0118 946 4606

www.philiphaker.co.uk

Fireplace &¥.
Ireev\aacgicg

Stoves & Fireplace Sales
Solid fuel, gas or electric
Installation & chimney lining
Stove servicing

Visit our showrooom at
45 Prospect St, Caversham RG4 8JB

Tel: 0118 9463060
www.fireplacemagic.co.uk

D.J. WAREHAM

General Builder
Alterations — Extensions
Loft Conversions
Free Estimates
Local References
Emmer Green 0118 972 1354

Malcolm J. Jeffries

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Building Maintenance
PHONE 0118 9472040 22 Buxton Avenue
Caversham Heights
MOBILE 07768 316270 Reading
Berks
RG4 7BU
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