)CAVERSHAM _™6Gp

L

&) |-

Read in 4,000 homes

: PRICE 15p

Ry,

%

OUR BACKYARD

A crystal ball would be a useful piece
of equipment for a columnist whose
words do not appear in print until
some three weeks after they have been
written. This is particularly the case
this month over Bugs Bottom. A lot is
about to happen which, by the time
this article appears, will be old news
butaboutwhich atthe time of writing
it is only possible to guess.
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A party of Bugs Bottom cam-
paigners will have gone to London to
attend the Annual Meeting of Higgs &
Hill, the construction firm intending
to build the houses. A minimum
number of shares was boughtin order
to give the right to attend the meeting,
and the intention was to putquestions
about the firm’s policy regarding
building on sensitive sites against the
wishes of the local community.

However, itis not possible at this point
to reporton whatactually happened.
=l

Similarly, inJune, a public meeting
isto be held shortly before the date fix-
ed for the Court of Appeal hearing.
John Mortimer has promised to speak.
As aresident of the Chilterns, heis on-
ly too aware of how their character is
constantly under threat from un-
suitable development. The organisers
of the meeting were delighted that
such an eminent person with so many
demands on his time was willing to
come along and support this cause.
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The court case itself will still not
have taken place by the time this arti-
cle is being read. It has always been
known that the chance of winning has
been very slim, but it seemed worth
taking as there was no other way open
of saving this valley. Unfortunately a

House of Lords ruling appears to have
reduced the chances even more and
as | write legal advice is being taken
about the best course to pursue. If it
were possible to challenge the
Secretary of State’s decision on plan-
ning rather than legal grounds, the
chances of winning would be very
much higher. Unfortunately thisis no
longer possible.

The Channel 4 film on Bugs Bottom
will be shown on Tuesday 9th July at
8.00 p.m. as part of a series which
started on 4th June entitled Our
Backyard. Familiar local scenes,
familiar local faces and a matter of far
more than local importance will be
gripping the nation’s attention, butthe
final outcome of the Tale of Bugs Bot-
tom, as this programmeis called, will
at that point still not be known.
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WATCHDOG — LATE NEWS EXTRA

Although the Editors were unable to produce a crystal
ball, they came to the rescue by extending the date line
so itis possible to add to the information already given.

Thesortiintothe lions’ den, in other words the annual
meeting of Higgs & Hill plc, certainly succeeded in its
aim of alerting major shareholders about the way in
which some of their investments are being used. The plan
was for each of the ten people from Caversham who at-
tended to ask atleast one question aboutthe firm’s policy,
particularly as it related to Bugs Bottom, ranging from
ethical investment, regard for the local community, to
low cost housing.

Setting out from Reading dressed to look like habitual
attenders of public companies’ annual meetings, the
group’s image was somewhat dented by arriving at the
plush hotel in which the meeting was held in a rented
mini-coach rather than a glossy Mercedes or such like,
which the doorman managed to imply he was more in
the custom of garaging. Once inside it was equally clear
that their carefully chosen garb was still not that of a city
boardroom and seniordirectors soon spotted the recent
purchasers of asmall number of shares which, although
by no means all from Caversham addresses, had never-
theless roused their suspicions. Reassured that these peo-

le had no intention of disrupting the meeting but mere-
y wished to ask questions, Sir Brian Hill went as far as

allotting a special place on the agenda for a spokesman
to put their views on Bugs Bottom.

At the end there was no doubt that the message had
been got over, namely that an environmentally damag-
ing development that flew in the face of all local views
was being carried out with investors” money. Higgs &

Hill for their partinsisted thatall the correct channels had
been followed to gain planning permission, that they had
no intention of withdrawing, that the project was en-
vironmentally friendly (!!) and anyhow their prime duty
wasto theirshareholders. In other words, where money
and the interests of the local community come into con-
flict, Mammon will always win. Perhaps as a result of
what they heard, some of the shareholding firms who
make a point of delcaring that they only invest in en-
vironmentally sound concerns, might have second
thoughts about how their money is being used.

BAD NEWS

Unfortunately hard on the heels of this came news that
the Borough, on legal advice, had felt compelled to
withdraw from the Appeal Court case. This has come too
late for further comment in this issue, apart from saying
thatthis does NOT mark the end of the campaign to Save
Bugs Bottom. Higgs & Hill are not intending to build for
some considerable time.

CROSS TOWN ROUTE
The Public Inquiry arising from the compulsory pur-
chase order for part of Kings meadow will take place on
13th September. Letters of protest should be sent to the
Department of Transport (North Regional Office) Local
Authorities Orders Section, Room 1303, Wellbar House,
Gallowgate, Newcastle on Tyne.



TALKING POINT

By the Rev. Richard Kingsbury

RECTOR OF ST PETER AND ST MARGARET IN THE
CAVERSHAM GROUP MINISTRY

THE CRISIS

One 1964 evening Ispent £980 in
an hour, I sent telegrams to every
known living recipientofa Nobel
Prize. That was big money 27
yearsago. ltwasagamble, on the
cve of a major United Nations
debate, to urge as  many
distinguished people as possible
worldwide to pressurise their UN
delegates.

I was information Officer and
spending the limited money of
the International Planned Paren-
thood Federation., I was young.
I was frightened. We had “dis-
covered” the POPULATION
CRISIS....The crisis grows even
morestarkly threatening human
survival, according to latest UN
reports.
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Huge losses of life by famines,
the spread of Aids, disasters such
as hit Bangladesh in May, will
have no real impact on popula-
tion growth rates in countries
least able to cope with extra
hungry bodies.

[t has taken from the year dot
to now to reach the present
world population of 5.4 billion.
One hundred years from now the
world’s population will double.

This is not scaremongering. It
is a fact. In the next ten years
alone, a billion more children of
God will be with us. Chronic
food shortages, rising infant mor-
tality rates, massive refugee
migrations look inevitable. Africa
alone will have 250 million extra
pcople in ten years.
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(== =]

We campaign for Bugs Bottom,
betterroadsin Reading, morein-
teresting church worship, and all
with good intentions. All this is
overshadowed by The Crisis of
the population explosion. Sure,
Britain’s population will grow by
a gentle two million over a
quarter century or more. Of
course ‘we can cope’... ‘What is
local is real’. Only, this interna-
tional crisis will increasingly af-
fect us.

59 Church Street, Caversham. Tel: 471703

We know the ideal: ‘Every
child a wanted child with a right
to adult dignity..” But what can
we do?

Atleast, behind the famines, in
the queues of refugees at feeding
stations, behind the bloody strug-
gles fuelled by the arms trade, see
the hungry CHILDREN with a
right to live...
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They are the immediate vic-
tims. The world infant mortali-
ty rate will soar, as surely as
night follows day. Children of
God, dying — though they did
not ask to be born.

With resolute political will and
commitment, lives can be saved,
a measure of control restored
over birth and death rates. But it
will take time. And millions more
dead children.

lam, by God’s grace, fortunate
to enjoy four growing childrenin
our family. Idonotbelieve it was
wrong to beget them, knowing of
the population explosion. It
would be wrong, though, if they
grow up ignorant of the facts
which will affect them in their
future.

===
===

The ‘facts’are PEOPLE. Asour
children become more con-
sciously ‘European’ from 1992,
we — their parents — must put
prayer into action, must unders-
tand what the ‘facts’ mean and,
with enlightened self-interest,
work on HM’s Government.
Urgent education on God’s one
world is long overdue for those
in the privileged one third of the
world who have a measure of
freedom of choice denied to two
thirds of the world.

In 1964 1 was young and
frightened. Now I'mjust frighten-
ed. If T had been born to im-
poverished parents in Surinam,
Chad, Goa, Mali, I would be lucky
still to be alive today, 50 years on.

Do we even know where these
countries are?

—
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VISIT TO READING
OF DUSSELDORF’S
ANGLO-GERMAN CLUB

The ten guests arrived
at Reading on Friday
at lpm. Their hosts
then whisked them
off for a quick lunch
before re-assembling
at the Civic Centre for
the Mayoral Recep-
tion at 3pm which was
followed by a short
wak through the town
to the Old Town Hall
to see the Reading-
Dusseldorf Link Ex-
hibition, after which
came a flying visit to
Reading’s main shop-
ping streets before
returning to the
homes of the hosts for
the rest of the day.

Saturday was taken
up withavisit to Port-
smouth to see HMS
Victory and the Mary
Rose Exhibition in-
terspersed withapub
lunch. Onreturningto
Reading the day's
events were finalised
with an excellent
evening meal at the
Ship Hotel.

Most of the guests
expressed a wish to
see London on Sun-
day, and the group
split up with some
making a tour of the
famous landmarks.
My two guests took
the return river trip
from  Westminster
Pier to the Thames
Barrier. The river trip
took one and a
quarter hoursand two
hours were spent at
the Barrier for lunch

and a visit to the Bar-
rier Exhibition. After
ashortjourney on the
Underground Circle
Line back to Pad-
dington a twenty-five
minute journey on
BR's 125 brought us
back to Reading, the
day’s festivities being
completed with din-
ner at the Grosvenor

House Toby
Restaurant in
Caversham.

After a hectic two
days some of the
guests spent a more
leisurely day on Mon-
day in Readingbut my
guests went to Wind-
sor where they saw
the Queen Mary's
Dolls House, the Royal
Apartments, and St
George's  Chapel
before another pub
lunch after which
they were able to
make a quck visit to
Eton College to see
the Chapel and Ex-
hibition. Despite two
hold-ups onthe A4 on
the way back because
of road works we ar-
rived back in Reading
at4o'clock in time for
afternoon tea before
taking the guests back
to Reading Station to
catchthe 5.15 Rail-Air
Coach back to London
Airport.

Alas the weather
had not been very
kind with rain on the
Saturday and over-
cast cloud for the bet-

CAVERSHAM
CHRISTIAN
AID
WEEK
RESULT

The total amount
collected during
the week was
£6250. This in-
cludes all street
collections and
amounts received
from other
events/donations
etc., and
represents an in-
crease of 33% on
the 1990 figure.
Grateful thanks
were expressed!
by the Caversham |
Committee to all 1
who took part, in |
either collecting'
or giving, in
achieving this ex-
cellent result.

ter part of the
weekend. However
the sun finally broke
through for Monday
afternoon.

The high point of
the visit was the
unexpected presenta-
tion at the Mayoral
Reception by the
Chairperson of the
Anglo-German Club,
Margaret Benn-
inghoff on behalf of
the Lord Mayor of
Dusseldorf of a solid
gold medal to Martyn
Allies, the Chairman
of the Reading
Dusseldorf Associa-
tion in recognition of
his services over the
years to the Reading
Dusseldorf Link. Only
one such medal is
presented each year
by Dusseldorf’s Lord
Mayor, and Martyn
must be con-
gratulated on receiv-
ing this reward,
which in the writer’s
opinion was well-
deserved. Indeed I
have heard itsaid that
Martyn IS the Reading
Dusseldorf
Association!

Like all good things-
the time our guests
spent with us passed
all  too quickly.
However a number of
old friendships were
further cemented and
new friendships form-
ed thus strengthening
the Reading
Dusseldorf Link.

Pete Littlewood

emergency.

have on file.

9.30-11.30am. Tel:

479048 or 476181)

noon.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday

483466.

Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE “‘POP-IN‘* CENTRE
Aplacetorelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.
Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A MAYORAL YEAR

At 7.20pm. on May 22,
1990, the strains of
“Floreat Redingensis’
reverberated around
the Reading Hexagon —
a rousing finale to the
musical programme
presented by the
Reading School or-
chestra, supported by
the musicians of
Highdown School, prior
to last year's Mayor-
making ceremony. In
view of my almost
lifelong association
with Reading School
and my Governship of
Highdown it seemed
more than appropriate
to invite the Musical
Directors of both
Schools to provide the
music as those atten-
ding the ceremony
were arriving at the
theatre. 15 minutes
later I was being sworn
in as the town’s first
citizen for what was to
become an intensely in-
teresting and action
packed year.

The following morn-
ing the Mayoress and |
were at Palmer Park by
10.30 am attending an
annual gathering of
Pre-School Play
Groups. By 1.00 pm. we
were back at the Hex-
agon to join a full house
commemorating the
50th anniversary of Age
Concern at which a
“'Sing along with Max"
was top of the bill. That
same evening ' we
hosted a dinner for the
retiring Mayor at the
Town Hall. Thus did
day 1 of our term of of-
fice set the tempo for

”G?
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JENNINGS BROS

) FAMILY

BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

o

' 10% DISCOUNT

IGiven off current retail
' prices on purchases

i OVER £40

v o e e
Branches at:

STMARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN '
Tel: Reading 474087 ;

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

the year that lay ahead.

It is customary, as
s00n as it can most con-
veniently be arranged
following mayoral in-
stallation, for Mayor's
Sunday to be held at a
place of worship of the
incumbent's choice. So
it was that, on Trinity
Sunday at St. Andrews,
I chose Festal Evensong
as my preference. This
was a memorable ser-
vice and occasion; a
church completely full,
an augmented choir do-
ing more than justice to
‘Zadok’ and singable
hymns an opportunity
for me to compete with
the choir (for a change)
from the row of the
congregation, and all
presided over by Bill
Carpenter who had
kindly agreed to be
Mayor’s Chaplain for
the year.

As the year unfolded
we visited other chur-
ches in the town — St.
Marks, St. Lukes, St.
Laurence, All Saints,
St. Marys (Butts and
Castle Street), Wesley
Queens Road, Abbey
Baptist, St. Andrew
London Road, Park
United Reform, Caver-
sham Baptist, Caver-
sham Methodist,
Southcote Mission, the
Synagogue Goldsmid
Road, Salvation Army
Anstey Road and the
Jewish Festival of
Lights.

Parties from Caver-
sham Schools were
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Geoff Canning

specially invited to visit
the Mayor's Parlour
where they were given
a short talk on the
history of Reading
Mayoralty and explana-
tions of the civic
regalia. Our experience
was that pupils in the
third year of primary
schools were the most
attentive and seemed
to derive most benefit
from these visits so we
welcomed such groups
each about 30 strong
from Micklands, Caver-
sham Park, Caversham
Primary, Emmer
Green, Thameside, St.
Martins and Hemdean
House.

Overseas students
visiting Reading are all
athirst for knowledge
of the British Mayoral-
ty and similar sessions
in the Parlour were ar-
ranged for tourists from
Russia, America,
Turkey, Japan, France,
Germany, Italy and
Holland.

A particular highlight
of the year was our se-
cond visit to a Buck-
ingham Palace Garden
Party on July 24. Tony
Durant had advised us
that he had been

selected for duty as one
of the Ushers on that
day and suggested we
should look out for him
when we arrived.
Emerging into glorious
sunshine on to the ter-
race at the rear of the
Palace the second per-
son we saw was Tony.
He informed us he
would be ushering on
the line of invitees
through which the
Queen would pass and
would do his best to see
if he could arrange for
us to be presented.
True to his word, we
were duly extracted
from the vast crowd
and, via the official
hands of the Lord
Chamberlain, became
one of only some twen-
ty couples privileged to
have an interesting ex-
change of views with
Her Majesty.

Two major ever s
which occurred during
the year were the lst
World Renewable
Energy Congress held
at Reading University
from September 24-28.
It was my privilege to
join Lord Sherfield, the
Chancellor, in officially
opening the Congress in

the Hexagon on the
morning of the 24th
and to host a Civic

reception the same
evening; and also to at
tend the Congress Ban-

quet at Littlecote
House on September
26th. Some 800
delegates attended

dlln;,olhm and 126 dif-
ferent countries were
represented. Secondly,
between March 22-2f
we were hosts to the
Oberburgermeister and
Civice delegation from
Dusseldorf — a city
with which Reading has
been linked since 1947.
During the visit of the
Oberburgermeister he
offically opened a new
Dusseldorf Gallery in
the Town Hall; lunched
with the
Reading/Dusseldorf
Association; in-
augurated a German
shopping fortnight in
the Broad Street Mall;
attended a lunch with
the Berkshire and
Reading Chamber of
Commerce; was pre-
sent at a corporate ser

vice in St. Mary's
Church; and much en-
joyed a joint perfor-

mance by Reading and

Dusseldorf choirs of
Elgar's ‘“‘Dream of
Gerontius’™™ at the
Hexagon.

We were able to par-
ticipate in a number of
anniversary celebra-

tions  of  several
organisations in the
town, viz:

Abbey Baptist Church
350 years
Lloyds Bank, Market
Place
200 years
Reading Football Club
120 years
Primary
Tilehurst
100 years
Diocesan Mothers’
Union

Park Lane
School,

50 years
381 Squadron Air
Training Corps

50 years
Reading Horti-
cultural Federation

50 years
Reading Operatic
Society

40 years
Caversham Rotary
Club

25 years
Reading Lions

25 years
Reading Evening Post

25 years
Caversham Park Village
Association

25 years

in addition to which we
visited Mrs. Crook in
Kidmore Road who was
103 on October 8; the
Duke of Wellington was
751in July; and enjoyed
our own Ruby Wedding
on March 3

Most enjoyable Civic
receptions were held
by the Mayors of Bas-
ingstoke, Slough,
Bracknell Forest, Wind-
sor & Maidenhead, Ox-

ford; and by the
Chairmen of Berkshire
County Council,

Newbury District Coun-
cil and Wokingham
District Council.

Specific sporting and
outdoor events we
found of particular in-
terest were the Reading
Regatta and Water Car-
nival on the Thames;
the WOMAD and Rock
Festivals, National
Disabled Table Tennis
Championships and In-
ternational Ladies Net-
ball at Rivermead;
Reading Racers at
Smallmead: the Variety
Club of Great Britain
Golf Classic at Calcot;
Rothmans® Snooker at
the Hexagon; and the

9th  Reading Half
Marathon.
These then were

some of the highlights.
In addition there were
many occasions when
other visitors came to
the Parlour; cheques
were presented and
received; sporting and
other awards were
handed to winners; an-
nual meetings were
presided over; and
numerous groups
visited. A most
energetic but rewar-
ding year has unfor-
tunately now come to
an end but we are now
so much wiser on what
goes on in our town and
we would like to think
there has been mutual
benefit from our inter-
face with so many peo-
ple and organisations

L
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OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS

I 4
TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

ROBIN JAMES
OPTOMETRISTS
44, CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM READING
TELEPHONE (0734) 472099

Saturday,
6th July

Sunday,
7th July

Saturday,
13th July Fete
Friday, 7.0
19th July

CAVERSHAM
DIARY

2pm St Peter’s and St
Margaret’s Fete in
Caversham Court

3pm-5pm Free Fun

Afternoon at Mapledurham
Playing Fields.
Games for
Drama from Keybunch

2.00pm St

J0pm Caversham
Horticultural Society
Arthur Legge Centre:
Guest Speaker Ron Smith:
“The Lazy Gardener”

Fun and
all the Family

Anne’s Summer

© CONTACT LENSES
® DESIGNER FRAMES
© VARILUX CENTRE
© GLAUCOMA TESTING
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® COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

*-OPPOSITE WAITROSE
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QUALITY » FASHION +« SERVICE « COMPETITIVE PRICES
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| UP-MARKET CATERING
| FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCAS!

ood China & Silverplat

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
K on Reading 4774

30 or 478597 for

The Entertaining Cooks\)

3 price
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Beautiful,
affordable,

> handmade

™ furniture designed

to meet your own needs,

or match an existing piece.

Our craftmanship is priceless
our furniture —isn't!

Tel: 0734 461571
Home: 475467

Plans to construct a
marina along the War-
ren on the banks of the
Thames have been
withdrawn, as have the
plans for the massive
re-development  of
Dean’s Farm. Both of
these were completely
unsuitable and would
certainly have been
turned down at local
level. Both these sites
should be allowed to
retain  their  rural
character.

ag

In South Oxford-
shire, permission has
been given for a golf

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

course north  of
Shepherds Lane, stret-
ching out to Tokers
Green. This is not one
of the best pieces of
South Oxfordshire and
a golf course will at
least ensure that it re-
mains green, buta pro-
liferation of  golf
courses, and the
District Council has

RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT
WATCHDOG

plans before it for
several more, can
change the natural
characterofthe areaas
much as, if in a less of-
fensive way than, an
extensive  building
development.

Ot

In the case of these
particularplans there is
to be quite a lot of new
mixed tree planting
and the plans have
been carefully drawn
up, so it would have
been difficult to refuse
permission. Perhaps |
run the risk of being
sycophanticformaking
such a comment, but
planning decisions are
made in accordance
with planning regula-
tions and not in accor-

dance with what peo-
ple like or dislike.

CROSS TOWN
ROUTE

Now that Reading
Borough Council has
opted out of its conflict
with Berkshire County
Council by withdraw-
ing its objection to the
land swap of King's
Meadow for Scours
Lane (sold down the
riverorasensible deci-
sion, accordingtotaste)
the way is now open for
the Cross Town Route
to go ahead. Atthe cost
of destroying the river-
side and of many
millions of pounds, this
might bring a tem-
porary improvement to
Reading’s traffic flow.

On the other hand, it
might not.

od

As far as Caversham
is concerned,the view
across the river will be
spoiltand the noise will
carry across it, Reading
Bridge and the roun-
dabout will take the im-
pactofthe extratraffic,
Caversham Road with
its small shops and
houses will suffereven
more and Caversham
Bridge will have more,
rather than fewer, pro-
blems. the final phase
of the CTR is still to be
worked out, but when
it presses on towards
Norcot Junction, it is
anyone’s guess as to

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, JULY 1991

whether Battle
Hospital or the river-
side meadows, oreven
both, will be the next
victims of its noise and
pollution.

o

A number of
organisations has got
togetherto oppose this
scheme. Caversham
Residents’ Association
is among them. A
public meeting was
held on Wednesday,
19th June atthe Kennet
Roomin the Civic Cen-
tre to air views and to
work out a plan of
campaign.

ag

Thisisanotherevent
which will be taking
place between writing
and its appearing in
print. There should be
plenty to report on in
the next issue.

CAVERSHAM

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

FREE ESTIMATES

Ph one Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS
ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE

* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH

* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL

* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES (4

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122
EPLACEMENT
INDOWS.

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING ~ ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

BARBARA
LADIES HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham.
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

KATY IN

{Just when I'm ab-
[solutely determined
|to stop being ‘Katy’
—ithasbeen fartoo
longand I'm sure at
times this column
must be incredibly
boring — 1 meet
people who make
me think it has pro-
bably been well
worth while.
Recently, atacoffee
morning for Queen
Anne’s retired
teachers to which 1
was kindly invited,
I met several en-
thusiastic readers of

the ‘Bridge’ who
were very kind
about ‘Katy’, but
especially  Mabel

Powell, who lives
with her daughter
and son-in-law in
Grosvenor Road,
and who in spite of
herageand ill health
is a great lady, not
able to get out now
but all the same in-
terested in what is

going on.
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ThenIraninto Liz

’| Chaney, who works

at the ARMS centre
in Patrick Road,
who tells me they
had a record ‘haul’
at the last quarterly
cvent. She says they
owe much of it to
the ‘Bridge’ which
has given their cause

a lot of publicity.
And why not —
that’s what we're
here for.

JOANNA
CLIFT

And I never can
separate Katy in my
mind with Joanna’s
mother Mary who,
with he: journalistic
expertise did much
to get the ‘Bridge’
off the ground a
quarter ofa century
ago. As most people
willknow, Joanna’s
motherdiedshortly
after they left Caver-
sham, but David
made a happy mar-
riage with an old
friend until disaster
struck again and
David himself died a
couple of yearsago,
but not before con-
tributing to the
‘Bridge’ with the
story of his trip to
Lourdes. Most of us
only remember
Joannaasalovely lit-
tle girl of, I think,
three years. So it
was with delight
that some of us
heard of her return
to this area to work
at the Hexagon, I
think as some kind
of artistic adviser,
and was looking for
accommodation in
thearea. Everything
is so rushed this

month that I’ve not
been able to follow
this up, but isn’t 1(
always a delight to'
have news of the
many youngsters
who have lived with
us, often many years
ago.

HILARY AND
MATTHEW
COOMBE

Our young peo-
ple don’t always
leave us. I had heard
of this couple’s sad
loss of a stillborn
son in 1989 and of
the subsequent ar-
rival of the twins,
Eleanor and An-
nabel. It would be
hard to find a nicer
couple soIsuppose
it was nosurprise to
read in the local
paper that they had
becomeinvolvedin
the Reading Branch
of SANDS — the
Stillbirth and Neo
Natal Death Society,
which has recently
setupasmall unitat
the local hospital to
help to ease the suf-
fering of such
parents. You'd
think with twins to
cope with they’d be
too busy to get in-
volved in anything
like that — but then
you wouldn’t know
Hilary and Matthew.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471814.

Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Tel:
472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
478239.

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
Park Village. Tel. 475152.

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.
METHODIST

The Rev Keith Sanders, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223.
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.
The Rev Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue. Tel:
474138.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham l’1rk Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.
Tel: 723418.

Commercial Property Agents
Surveyors and Valuers

Sales and Lettings of Offices
Shops and Industrial Property

Investment and Development
advice

Surveys and valuations for all

types. of commercial premises

Rent Reviews and Lease
Renewals

Chilvers

24 Cross Street, Reading RG1 1SN

0734-580656 )
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CAVERSHAM CARAVANETTES

When asked to ‘give a
blurb to a camper
businessin Ardler Road,
I was quite pleased. It’s
always nicer to respond
to arequest of this kind
rather then having to
scout around myself,
and anyway, though
I’'ve never owned one,
I'm rather attached to
campers, or whatever
they call them these
days. On the roads they
don’t wobble around
like so many caravans,
they are compact and
convenient and have
givenalotof pleasureto
many friends. But |
never thought was go-
ing to spend several
delightful hours
discussing so many
things, not least old
Caversham  friends.
And | certainly didn’t
think 1 was going to
meet such a delightful
family or make new
friends. How could 1?

But to begin at the
beginning, when the
Scicluna family, of
Maltese extraction but
British citizens, were
expelled from Egypt at
the time' of the Suez
crisis. As Gabriel says,
it could not have been
easy for his parents with
no, or very little English,
or for his brother who
was training to be a
monk, but for the
younger ones, five
children, it was a bit
easier. They actually ar-
rived in Caversham in
1958, when his father
got work at Elliots and
they found.ahome next
door to Elsie and Peter
Southin Priest Hill, and
made their Caversham
friends. Itis a friendship
which is maintained to
this day, and when ask-
ed Elsie was anxious to
say that the Sciclunas
were a very delightful
and caring family —itis
a testimony to be
repeated many timesin
the next few days.

Gabriel started

school at St. Anne’s, and
1 was delghted to hear
that his first teacher was
Sister Joseph — long-
term ‘Bridge’ readers
will probably
remember an interview
I had with her on her
‘anniversary’  many
years ago. Born to be a
teacher, with a great
love of children, straight
out of ‘The Sound of
Music’ she was a very
great character. His
days at St. Anne’s must

have been very happy &

and he still talks with
enthusiasm of people
like Mrs. Fry, who work-
ed at Howards and us-
ed to provide cakes for
the children after early
mass, while Mr. Dalton,
the school caretaker,
brought along an enor-

mous kettle and provid- F

ed drinks. Gabriel tells
me he actually wrote a
story about Mr.
Dalton’s kettle — what
a pity we didn’t have it
for the ‘Bridge’.

From St. Anne’s he
went, with the others to
Hugh Faringdon Secon-
dary School, where he
is still an enthusiastic
member of the school’s
Promotion Group Com-
mittee. After leaving
school he was appren-
ticed with Robert Cort’s
manufacturing firm for
the next 15 years, only
leaving in 1986 when,
like many others, he
was made redundant.
For along while he had
wanted to own his own
business but, as he said,
it was difficult to con-
sider giving up a well
paid job, particularly as
he had married Sarah, a
Reading lass who work-
ed at one time at Lloyds
Bank in Caversham,
and they now had a
growing family of four.

However he had
become interested in
Campers some years
previously and the fami-
ly had spent several
holidays in one, so he

Gabiel Scicluna

decided to launch out.
Far and away his biggest
problem was finding ac-
commodation and it’s
not for nothing that he
lists perseverance as
one of the most impor-
tant assets for an aspir-
ing business person, for
he canvassed practical-
ly everybody he could
think of including the
local MP and coun-
cillors, but with very lit-
tle success. Christmas
1989 found him ‘lodg-
ing’ his campers in
Blackhorse ~ Wood,
Checkendon, where
they were vandalised.
Finally he acquired the
lease of ayardin Ardler
Road, where he now
has an assortment of
campers which he is
putting in order for a
range of prices, from a
few hundreds to several
thousand. His ‘pet’ at
the moment is a Bedford
Pioneer 1305, at
£7,500, where most of
the interview was con-
ducted, a very comfor-
table vehicle sleeping
up to five people. He’s
available most daysand

will discuss anything,
with no hard sell, and
would be worth a visit
for anyone thinking of
investing in one of these
vehicles.

Butitis a bit difficult
to get Gabriel to talk
about the caravanettes
as he would far rather
talk about all the people
who have helped him,
people like Eddie
Chandler, who will be
well-known to the local
motor-cycle fraternity,
who was once a Euro-
pean side-car cham-
pion, and who comesin
from time to time to
give himahand. Indeed
I have a feeling I could
write an article about
Eddie, a very friendly
person, but | must resist
as there are others, in-
cluding P.C. Todd, who
comes in from time to
timeto checkallis well.
Gabriel has made a
definite effort to get to
know local people, to
do the odd job, fixing
taps etc. for local
housewives. His rela-
tions with them, with
the Strongs and others

Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
item.

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance

Please come to a

CHILDRENS FUN
AFTERNOON

with

EYBUNCH

drama group

MAPLEDURHAM PLAYING
FIELDS PAVILION
7th JULY 3.00 p.m.-5.00 p.m.
* RACES * FACE PAINTING *
* ENTERTAINMENT * GAMES
and it's ALL FREE!

E.S. Archer

would seem to ensure
that it would be difficult
for anyone to get away
with vandalising his
property now. But it is
not for this he has made
such efforts; as Elsie
South says, he’s such a
genuinely nice lad.

But at this point I'd
better give up trying to
chronicleall the people
Gabriel wanted to men-
tion. He has nothing but
praise for the people of
Caversham, and full of
gratitude for all the help
he has received, top of
the list of course being
Sarah, his mother and
the rest of the family.

It has been a great
pleasure meeting them
all, anditis a friendship
we hope to maintain in
the years ahead.

KATY

CHILDREN'S
SOCIETY
WEEKS
7-13th April

During this year’s col-
lection week a total of
£777.64 wasraised by
the parishes of St
Margaret’'s and St
Peter's. On behalf of
Betty Smith and myself
I would to thank all who
helped raise this record
breaking sum. Many,
many thanks.

Jane Sheppard
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Suwmmerfield

REST,%—IOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

* % % *

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal

service
Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

purposes.

The professional alternative to London

Organised by Caversham Heights
Christian Fellowship
Telephone 474529

Fiians

Dictures £

(AL CUiLD)

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS
14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE 0734 461336
HAVE NOW TAKEN OVER
THE RUNNING OF

Joatacesr

FLORISTS
13 Milestone Way Precinct
Emmer Green - Reading - RG4 8XW
Tel (0734) 461070

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Office and Domestic
New Installations & Maintenance
Data Wiring — Burglar Alarms

Fire Alarms

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ
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‘ROUND THE CHURCHES

GOSBROOK
ROAD
REVIEW

Don’t cast a clout
before May's out, goes
the old saying, and it
certainly seems to be
comingtrue. AsIwrite
thisarticle (May 28th),
['m back in my winter
jumper which I had
packed away for the
summer. [ hope by the
time you read this you
will be enjoying those
lazy hazy crazy days
of summer! Maytime
always conjures up for
me Sunday School An-
niversaries, and I am
sure most of you can
remember the songs
and recitationsspoken
in our best dresses or
shirt and tie. Things
have changed quite a
bit for children, and it
may not be quite the
occasion that it was in
years gone by, but the
children still like to
take partand enjoy the
practises and prepara-
tion. This year at
Gosbrook Road was no
exception when the
children told of God’s
wonderful world. Pro-
ducing and organising
these events is not
easy, and we thank
Doreen Boakesand her
team for their dedica-
tion to the children.

The Band hasbeen to
it's first competition at
Nuneaton. During the
winter there has been
a change of name and
the Ambassadors are
now Cadence Drum &
Bugle Corps. They

have been joined by
other band members
from Whitley Hall
Methodist Church (The
Starisers), which have
swelled the numbers,
and they allnow march
under the name of
Cadence. We wish
them well in this new
venture.

The Women's
Fellowship have been
busy as usual, with
visits to other chur-
ches, Circuit Women'’s
Day at Caversham
Heights and a Flower
Service at St. John's
Mother's Union. A
varied programme is
always enjoyed by the
members.

Itis with great regret
that we record the
deaths of Mrs. Mary
Clark, amember of the
Women's Fellowship,
and Mrs. Dorothy Mar-
shall, wife of the late
Duncan Marshall. Both
will be missed in their
different spheres. Mrs.
Marshall had been a
loyal member of the
Church for many years
and supported Duncan
in all he undertook.
She was a charming
hostess and welcomed
all to her home, even
the whole church for
garden parties. Our
sympathies go to John
and Brenda Marshall
and family and Eileen
and Stephen Flint. It

played on the fields which are now this pl
The Archdeacon, the Ven. David Griffith

80th BIRTHDAY!

St Andrew’s celebrated its 80th birthday on April 29th. Not much history attached to that?
No, perhaps not, buteven now thereare firsthand stories beingtold by those who, as children,

ace of Worship.
s, celebrated at the Eucharistand preached, and

at the party which followed, Mrs.Griffiths cut the birthday cake, which was decorated with
the shields of Oxford, Berkshire, Canterbury and St. Andrew and a picture of the Church.

This was designed and made by Mrs Ingrid Dreweatt.

Adisplay ofall the memorabilia belonging to those eighty years andamini FI_owgar Festival
with organ music, arranged and planned by Mrs Ann Gray and her flower ladies in Church

added much to the celebrations and made it a weekend to remember.

»
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Cutting the Birthday Cake at St Andrew’s 80th Anniversary.

was also a shock to
hear of the premature
death of Mrs. Doris
Jones, a former church
member who moved to
North Wales with her
husband Ray. Doris
and Ray were very ac-
tive at Gosbrook Road
and made many
friends. Though far
away her loss was just
askeenly felt, and Ray-
mond and family are
assured of our prayers.

CRAWFORD

&

LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
® Extensions & Alterations ®
® Refurbishments ®
® Repairs & Renewals @

® Drawings & Planning Applications

Arranged ®

For Personal Attention:

Telephone: 0734 475773

NEWS FROM

CAVERSHAM

HILL CHAPEL AND
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS
CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

"“Focusing on Evangelism"’

Over the past few
months the members
of the Caversham
Heights Christian
Fellowship have met
on alternate weeks in
Focus Groups. These
groups consist of
“Evangelism’’, ‘‘Mis-
sion”, “Bible study’’,
and “Local Communi-
ty”. The purpose of
these groups is for peo-
ple to focus in on a
specific area that they
feel God wants them to
be involved in, and to
be able to then share
ideas and projects,
prayer requests and
needs with the rest of
the church.

As a result the
Evangelism Focus
Group has been involy-
c¢d in a number
events recently!
1. An evening

ling  Evangelist

Leader. (Full report

of schools

next month). This was
held at Caversham Hill
Chapel.

2. Open day at
Church member's
home with free bouncy
castle and drama by the
Keybunch drama
group. A good time was
had by alland the gospel
was  presented  in
Keybunch's unique and
entertaining way to a
garden full of parents
and toddlers.

3. In addition four
students from a mis-
sionary training college
in Holland have arrived
to work alongside both
Caversham Hill Chapel
and Caversham Heights
Christian  Fellowship
for six weeks. During
this time they have
been going into local
with
Keybunch, doing door

with!to door visitation with
Peter Gammons, travel-
and gregations and being
Derek Bond, Worship involved with other

members of both con-

church activities.

€Y

— E.S. Archer

St. Andrew’s
Fellowship

St Andrew’s Fellowship went for the first of their sum-
mer outings on 15th May when they had an ¢vening
mystery tour. Although the weather was cloudy it did
not rain until everyone was safely back on the coach
on the journey home. The party of forty members and
friends was taken through leafy lanes and byways for
mile after mile barely a car in sight which brought
home dramatically how beautiful Berkshire is and how
much of it is still quite unspoilt in spite of Bugs Bot-
tom schemes, motor ways and yet more
developments planned for the future. The very
knowledgeable driver stopped at a public house at
Boxford which scemed completely isolated, but
where everyone was made welcome. Then the plea-
siant evening came o an end with a swift journey
home when evervone was dropped off near their
homes.

N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

THE INAUGURAL
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY
OF CHURCHES
TOGETHER IN BERKS
on 13th April 1991

Berkshire Clergy and
Lay people represen-
ting different
denominations met
recently in the pleasant
and well appointed
Community Centre.
The programme for the
day began with a short
service of prayers led
by Jill Jackson and in-
cluding reflections by
the Revd Colin Marsh.
The Chairman in-
troduced the guest
speaker for the day,
the Revd Christopher
Ellis, who was now
based in Sheffield, but
had travelled down to
lead thoughts and
discussions on the
theme: "“Committed to
Travelling Together'”.

It was explained that
Mr Ellis was author of
!The Theology of Com-
munism, which was
highly recommended.
It was also mentioned
in the Chairman’s in-
troduction that the
guest had been involv-
ed before his move to
Sheffield in an
ecumenical project
which developed in the
centre of Swindon due
to external and internal
influences and oppor-
tunities. He was not
therefore unfamiliar
with the Berkshire
area.

In his opening ad-
dress the Revd C. Ellis
spoke on the themes
of Peace, Reconcilia-
tion, Unity and
Oneness. He also ex-
pressed his thoughts
on Mission
Evangelism, mention-
ing the importance of
the Stewardship of

Resources. It was
stressed that
Evangelism would not
have any impact in our
communities unless
the Church, in Unity,
had credibility.

The Assembly then
broke into small groups
to consider the ques-
tions (a) 'Why we
went to the Church we
did” and (b) Was there
anything which
prevented a greater
degree of Unity?

After lively debate
the Speaker resumed
his address with ‘cop-
ing with differences’.
He told a nice story
about whether there
were any divisions in
Heaven and which
denomination was St
Peter. It was pointed
out there were dif-
ferences in the
Gospels, but they still
had an underlying pur-
pose which united
them. He felt that a
‘Theology of Ecume-
nism’ was required for
a wider framework. To
simplify further the
human difficulties in
understanding the dif-
ferences in God's crea-
tion, a story was told
about the varying
descriptions given by
five or six blind people
of an elephant produc-
ed only from their
sense of touch.

After a break for
lunch, the guest spoke
about ‘Local
Ecumenism’, and the
underlying themes of
‘Where do we go from
here?’ and
‘Pilgrimage’. Mr Ellis

CHURCHES
TOGETHER IN
READING

““Churches Together in
Caversham” rose like
the Phoenix from it's
ashes of the Reading
Council of Churches.
This happened on May
8th at the Annual
General meeting. It is
not without significance
that this took place in the
early part of the Decade
of Evangelism. At Coun-
ty level, Reading District
level and at local level,
working relationships
and constitutions have
been worked out, in ad-
dition to making ap-
proaches to those chur-
ches who have previous-
ly felt unable to share in
ecumenical activities.
The main change is
that the Churches will
no longer have direct
membership with the
Reading District, instead
membership will be in
the Local areas, and
each Area Council will
have a direct relation-
ship with the County
Body, Churches
Together in Berkshire.
The Reading Commit-
tee consists of represen-
tatives of the local area
councils, and it's work

will be to look after mat-
ters of Christian concern
which are better dealt
with on a Reading-wide
basis, Christian Aid,
I.T.E.M.

Reading/Dusseldorf
Churches interchange,
Radio 210, St. Mary’s
Centre and the homeless

problem.
In the event of a
general election ten-

tative arrangements are
being made to set up a
Forum where Can-
didates from the main
Parties can explain their
Policies and answer
questions. Ways and
means are being ex-
plored to expand the
facilities of the very suc-
cessful ‘Drop-in centre’
at present at St. Saviour’s
hall Berkeley Avenue,
this means an ever in-
creasing supply of Cash,
Food, and Voluntary
helpers. Was it the Lady
Julian of Norwich who
said ‘Jesus Christ has on-
ly our eyes to see with,
our feet to go where we
are needed and our
hands to carry out his
work?

Bill Vincent

John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:

UPHOLSTERY

R

e

o T IR YETETHE N WY RV [

Large range of patterns to choose from

was able to share his
experiences of the
L.E.P. at Swindon and
explained, in outline,
the external influences
which produced
shared buildings and
resources etc. It was
also stressed that we
could learn much more
from local Ecumenical
Projects than they
could learn from us. Mr
Ellis even suggested
that to learn how dif-
ferent denominations
in the community
could come together
we should pay them a
visit. The Assembly
was advised that LEPs
could gauge their pro-
gress towards total
unity by using the
scale beginning at (1)
Competition (2) Co-
existence (3) Co-
operation (4) Commit-

ment and (5)
Communion.
To conclude the

day’s programme, the
Chairman asked the
Bishop of Reading, The
Rt Revd John Bone
and a leading member
of the other Churches
to join him in a General
Forum. The Assembly
was then fortunate to
hear their answers and
views on a number of
topics such as In-
dustrial Mission,
Chaplaincies, Creedal
Agreement with the
Quakers, and Future
structuring and financ-
ing of Berkshire Chur-
ches Together.

READING
RESILIENTS
CONQUER

SNOWDON!
AT,
§ ARMS Y
\ A
NS e o
‘\\“‘ﬂ#
Saturday 8th June
saw. the first climb
up Snowdon with a
difference — carry-
ing Multiple Sclerosis
sufferers in their
wheelchairs up the
Mountain.
The Caversham

based Reading
Resilients team sur-
prised even

themselves with the
second fastest time
of 2 hours 17
minutes to the sum-
mit beaten by only
one minute by a

similar team from
another ARMS
Branch.

If you would like to
make a donation or
would like further in-
formation about
ARMS OR would like
to enter a team next
year in the Snowdon

Challenge — then
ring Reading
482072.

A 'NEW FACE’
AT ST PETER'S &
ST MARGARET'S!

The Bishop of Reading

has invited Revd
Richard Kingsbury to
‘take on’ for an initial six
months a Non-

Stipendiary Minister col-
league in Revd Terry
Lee,

Terry was Assistant

Curate (NSM) at St
Birinus’, Calcot, until a
few years ago. He is a
chartered accountant,

young ‘mid-forties’ who
- as any accountant will
tell you - has had to
weather the pressures
of changing workload
during the recession. He
now is poised to re-
enter parish ministry as
priest, with a more
relaxed scheme of work

as an accountant/con-
sultant. After several
years ‘out’ of priestly
ministry, Terry Lee has
been assigned to the
Rector for (as Terry puts
it) ‘re-treading’

He will co
St Pet
Margaret's

and incur

e on line

at St

parist

(the

O whicn

by the
Bishop) from August. It
eqge

share in Terry's re

will be our priv

establish-ment in the

active ministry (thougt

primar ork pressure
Sun
inder

God

of

will mean mainly

day duties) and

the guidance of

and the B

shop

Reading, we hope to re-
joice as Terry ‘uses’ us,

and then

By Mountain Bike to
Santiago de Compostela

From the 10th century
to the present day
pilgrims have been
making their way to the
shrine of St James the
Great, one of the
twelve apostles, in the
North West Spanish ci-
ty of Santiago de Com-
postela. On foot, on
horseback and, more
recently, by bike, many
millions have, over the
centuries, made the
journey, the majority of
those from outside
Spain itself following
four traditional routes
through France which
converge into a single

‘Camino de Santiago.
across Northern Spain.

= | =

While my preference
would be to walk it,
time, alas, does not
permit. My plan,
therefore, is to cycle
from Bordeaux, a star-
ting point for many
past generations of
British pilgrims but us-
ing a mountain bike so
that | may follow as
closely as possible the
old pilgrim route rather
than the modern roads
that parallel and occa-

sionally overlay it. The
total distance is in the
order of 1000
kilometres involving
some 2500 feet of as-
cent and | hope to
complete it during
September and early
October.

===l

| am dedicating my
efforts to the
Alzheimer’'s Disease
Society and will be
very pleased to receive
pledges of sponsor-
ship. (Kevin Corrigan
Tel (0734) 479699).

f

and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and
houses cleared,

For expert advice call me on 473011
There's no charge, and no obligation

Gail Spence
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold antiques
in Caversham for 15 years. My
business has been built on

1 personal recommendation.

I am interested in all types of
antiques and collectors items,
and especially furniture, silver

\
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

AND HEATING ENGINEER,
\ BOILER SERVICES
‘ AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

46 Chazey Road
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7DU

Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

MASTER CARPENTER

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING T

1 Woonldridge

; 0734 482584

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE
SPECIALISING IN
| DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON

| CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

|

Gallienme Schmidt

INTERIORS & DESIGN

37 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283
| WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,
CARPETS, TILES ETC.

|

Nth Brittany Country Cottage
Recently Restored, Sleeps 6

Sandy Beaches 20 min. drive.
Swimming Pool Complex 10 min. drive.
Large Garden & B-B-Q.
Farm produce opposite.
1% hours drive west of St Malo, near Lannion
For photographs and chat Ring 477525

‘OLD PIPER’

Waterman Piper and
his family rose to local
fame when the second
bridge over the
Thames at Caversham
was constructed in
1869. This was made
completely of iron and
replaced the original
one which was built
around 1230.

On January 29th,
1869, Waterman
Piper's cottage, a

three-storey building,
was moved en masse,
using a recently
developed American
technique, to a new
site eight feet away.
This was achieved
successfully, and *Old
Man Piper’ as he was
called and his family
and furniture were
supposed to have re-
mained inside
throughout the whole
operation. The house
weighed one hundred
and fifty tons, so I
rcad. No doubt most
of Caversham turned
out to see the event
and perhaps expected
the worst! Actually the
story has always been
that the house was
moved twenty feet.
Perhaps the event was
cmbroidered, as so
many are over the
years. There is certain-
ly no mention of the
family remaining in-
side during the mov-
ing in the press report
of the day. Reading
the account in the
Berkshire Chronicle
for Saturday, January
31st, 1869, it definite-
ly states a move of on-
ly eight feet and said
not a pane of glass was
broken in any win-
dow. In about three
hours the work was
complete.

The term waterman

is just another name

for a ferryman. The
trade is a very ancient
one and there was cer-
tainly a ferryman at
Caversham in 1231
and very probably
long before then.

Possibly it might in-
terest some readers to
know more about the
ferrymen of the
Thames. In. London
wealthy families kept
watermen on their
staff just as they
employed coachmen.
They, too, were pro-
vided with *“liveries of
the appropriate digni-
ty". Some wore silk
hats, others uniforms.
The oldest rowing
race on the Thames,
that for the Doggett
Coat and Badge, dates
from these days.

At one time the on-
ly bridges across the
Lower Thames were
London Bridge and
Chelsea Bridge.
Anyone who wanted
to cross elsewhere had
to hail a ferry. Up and
down the Thames are
still found the “‘steps”
as at Wapping and
Chiswick, where,
those who wished to
cross could board a
skiff for the other side.
Once 10,000 strong

The watermen who
managed these craft
soon aroused
arguments among
passengers as to who
was most skilled in the
trade. The gentry
often took up a wager
during the discussion
and the craft became
known as wager
boats. It was for
Watermen  that  the
Doggett  Coat and
Badge race came into
being, a race which is
still rowed between
London and Ch;lsu
bridges, 5

At the time of
Pepys, Thames fer-
rymen were

numerous. There were

about ten thousand of

them plying their trade
then.
Life was not easy for

these people. Out of

work when the
Thames froze, and
with always the

danger of becoming
press-ganged into the
Navy because of their
knowledge of tides
and currents they
were very vulnerable.
Gradually as more and
more bridges spanned
the river the demand
for their services
decreased.

The fares in those
days varied. London
to Westminster Stairs
cost sixpence, London
to Gravesend set the
traveller back four
shillings and sixpence,
and from London to
Windsor he had to
hand over the costly
sum of fourteen
shillings.

To cross the river at
Westminster the
charge was two pence
for a man and horse
and two shillings and
sixpence for a coach
with  half-a-dozen
horses. Horseferry
road can still be found
in the vicinity.

The Waterman's
Company was found-
ed in 1555 and the
Doggett Coat and
Badge race was in-
stituted by one
Thomas Doggett, a
comedian actor and
joint manager of
Drury Lane Theatre.
Doggett was fond of
haunting the Swan
Tavern at London
Bridge and one rough

. night. w:th 4 _strong

tide he wanted a fer-
ryman to row him
over the Thames. No
one was  over-
enthusiastic to do so
until a young water-
man volunteered. On
the way across he told
his passenger he had
just  gained the
Freedom of the Com-
pany after a seven
vears' apprenticeship.
Hearing this Doggett
decided to institute
the race — ““for fellow
just out of their time.”’
The  prize  was an
orange coat and badge
plus ten pounds for
the winner, and a fur-
ther eleven shared bet-
ween second and
third. The race was to
take place annually
cvery August the first,
the anniversary of the

accession of George 1,
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— A Caversham
Ferryman

e s, B =
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The iron bridge erected in 1869 with Waterman Piper’s wh|te cottage beside it. Part of the original old bridge can
clearly be seen below the new iron structure.

for Doggett was all for
the House of Hanoveg,
The King was suppos-
ed to have watched
the inaugural race and
it was for this event
Handel is said to have
composed the famous
“Water Musik'". g

Famous  riverside
families in this race in-
clude  the  Phelps,

Cobbs, Brewers, Berry |

and John and Jack
Broughton from
Hungerford. Sad to

say no one is mumon
ed from Cav ersham.
But never mind.
Waterman Piper made
his name in another
way and Piper’s
Island, where his
house once stood, will
remain a memory to
him and his family far
many years to come.

M.K.

FrOX

For that spec1a1
occasion '

Evening Gowns:

v

and

Cocktail Wear

HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

V & I HARDWARE

® D.IY. ® GARDENING
® PETFOODS ® HOUSEWARES
® ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING
® KEY-CUTTING

10 MILESTONE WAY, |
EMMER GREEN

Tel: 474538
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jght months have
assed since we last

ry School campus at

een Gaborone, the
papital, and Fran-

mbabwe

ahalapye is a dusty
" Strip lined with shops
. posite a railway line
*  with an open crossing.
SJust like a set for a
e-horse western
ﬁ”own on the films, but
mstead of horses
fethered to the posts
ere are Toyota
glckup trucks or ‘‘bak-
kies’’ all over the
ace, and goats ambl-
1g around scavenging
he rubbish and even
imbing inside the
NOVER L31]drums which serve
IPPOS- lag bin
itched :rtThe school is 8km
ccand igff the main road, the
cvent l}ast part of the ride be-
0 have iimg over an untarred
amous dirt track full of huge
! |potholes left by the
ersidé rainy season. When
acein- ‘e turned into the

helps, |gates for the first time
.Berr{ dast September we
| Jack g ecided at once that
f,on', We would like our
ad ) § ew home. The drive
ntlon lined with stones,
‘sham. (Ehere are many trees
mi‘nc} {8hading the staff
S o l‘; Eouses, and at the en-
'm"(ﬁ #rance to the school
qo[hq uilding e
iper :

fwater that is so
recxous in this arid

Ken and Marjorie Tillman wrote in October’s Bridge
giving an account of the beginning of their two years’
teaching in Mahalapye. Here we have the first part of
their second letter, which will be continued next

month.

patriates from Ghana,
Uganda, Zambia, Zim-
babwe, India,
Holland, the USA and
Britain. The people
from Botswana are
called Batswana, one
of them is a
Motswana, and they
speak Setswana.

Madiba is one of the
twenty-three Senior
Secondary Schools in
the country where
students spend three
years preparing for
the Cambridge
Overseas O level ex-
amination. There are
now nearly one thou-
sand pupils, about a
third of whom board,
the rest walking
distances varying bet-
ween one and ten
kilometres each way
every day. Ken joined
the Science Depart-
ment straightaway
after our arrival and I
was appointed to the
English Department in
January.

Curiously enough
there are some
parallels between
Mahalapye and Caver-
sham although there
are many great dif-
ferences. There is a
river called the
Mhlawatse com-
parable in width to
the Thames where the
cattle can be seen
plodding along the
almost permanently
dry riverbed. There
will soon be an influx
of five thousand peo-
ple as the village is to
become the HQ of
Botswana Railways,
but unlike Reading on-
ly one passenger train
goes through in
twenty-four hours and
that is in the middle of

travel very slowly in-
deed. The main tarred
road passing through
is the principal road in
the country (the M4
Botswana if you like)
but it is not even a
dual carriage-way and
goats and donkeys are
perpetual hazards.
Most people drive
robust Toyota bakkies
as they are more
suitable for the bumpy
roads than saloon cars
and carry up to twen-
ty people at a time, or
a load of chicken
manure, or a 48kg
cylinder of butane gas
which we all have to
use for cooking, or a
fridge, or a mattress
for camping, or even a
deceased relative —
the undertaking
business being not
quite as advanced as
in the western world.
There are no plain
vans to whisk away
the body discreetly,
it is taken by the fami-
ly to lie in the mor-
tuary while they make
arrangements for the
funeral, a major event
in Botswana that can

go on for days. There
is no cremation here
as ancestor worship is
still very much part of
the traditional way of
life. Incidentally, my
hairdresser in Caver-

sham will be intrigued:

to know that I now
have my cut and
blowdry at the local
“‘coffin shop’’, sitting
in the office being
combed and snipped
by my South African
hairdresser who with
her Geordie husband
has set up a small but
fast-growing business
manufacturing
caskets for the local
population. Before
their arrival all coffins
were imported over
the border from South
Africa like 95% of all
Botswana's goods.
What is life like
without Waitrose you
may ask and it does
take some getting us-
ed to! For one thing
you don’t plan a meal,
make a list and then
go out and buy the in-
gredients. You go out
and see what's
available and then

ST PETER'S
CAVERSHAM

Opening

MAPLEDURHAM

GRAND FETE

Saturday 6th July 1991

at CAVERSHAM
COURT

(if wet, at Caversham Primary School,
Hemdean Road)

ST MARGARET'S

at 2pm

BOTSWANA ‘91

come back and con-
coct something out of
what you have
managed to get. Hav-
ing said that we are
really quite lucky here,
we have a Super-
market called Fair-
ways where we can ob-

tain such western
necessities as
Kellogg's cereals,

Rose's marmalade,
Birdseye peas and
cheddar cheese, at a
price, as well as the
more staple foods
such as bags of maize
mealie meal and
sorghum. Ice-cream is
our great ex-
travagance at P14 or
$4 a litre box. There
are two good butchers
run by an Afrikaans
family where best
fillet steak can be
bought for P11 a kilo
which I work out to be
just over §1.50 a
pound. Unlike the
local women I do not
carry my purchases
home on my head. It is
not uncommon to see
a woman walking
through with a baby
strapped to her back,
a large sack of oranges
on her head and a suit-
case in each hand.
Another local sight is
the Hereru women,
refugees from
Namibia who wear
Victorian dress in
brilliant colours and
wide intricately fold-
ed turbans.

In some parts of
Mahalapye there are
some very attractive

modern properties
with all mod. cons.
and some, but not
many, even have

gardens with lawns,
but in Madiba ward
outside the campus
where we live most

Turn to page 11
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Not only

FRUIT &
VEGETABLES
but also a
WHOLESOME
LOT MORE

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

SCOTTISH
FAYRE

Caversham Court
Saturday July 13th, 1991, 2-5pm
Lucky programme prizes, Reading
Scottish Pipe Band, Scottish
Dancers, Scottish Fare, Refresh-
ments, Home Baking, Pluck the

Duck, Tombola, Games and Side
Shows.

In aid of St Andrew’s United
Reformed Church, Reading.

TYPING SERVICE

-

FROM C.V’S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers

the night. The trains
which are diesel,

BATH LODGE

. REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

| Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

stk

PUNCH & JUDY MAYPOLE DANCING
MusIC MINIATURE RAILWAY RIDES!

GRAND DRAW

(Tickets available NOW!)

Side Shows including: Stalls, including:

Tombola Works of Art
Coconut Shy Bric-a-Brac
Darts Books
Treasure Hunt Country Goods
Putting Toys
Roll-a-Coin Boutique

Hoop-La Bottle Stall
Ball-in-the-Bucket Garden Produce
Knockdown Tins Soft Goods

Electric Wire
Swinging Skittles

Home Made Cakes
Confectionery

STRAWBERRY TEAS! ICE CREAMS!

specialist services in the following:

Old Family Photographs reproduced
Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits
Framing service

Call or Telephone
41 Prospect Street, Caversham 479450/475656

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR
‘  M.LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Up l';:er Woodcote Road Telepl:iqne
ADMISSION FREE Reinge~ el
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ds have been fitting shoes for
ver a century. In branches
throughout the South of England,
Milwards offer personal service and
1g expertise for the whole family.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

s |

U

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

/

RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention
NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

)

\ Caversham Park V|Ilage Reading. )

1. Collinson cmpit

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
. (0734) 473548

Caversham -
Ladies Club

-

Members were welcom-
ed to the May meeting
by Mrs Harwood with
apologies from two
members, Mrs Haf-
fenden  who  was
undergoing treatment in
the Royal Berkshire
Hospital and Mrs Beard-
more who had met with
an accident to her hip,
both members were
wished well.

In the absence of Mrs
Nan Nelhams, Secretary
of the Club, the minutes
for April were read out
by Mrs Harwood and
the business conducted
from the Chair.

Members were
reminded that the outing
to Southsea on Tuesday
the 14th May would
leave at 8.30am and
return at 7.30pm.

A letter was read from
Mrs South thanking the
Club for presenting her
with chocolates at the
Easter Party after she had
kindly judged the com-
petition for an Easter
Bonnet, Mrs South also
wished the Club every
success with their future
activities.

In three meetings the
sum of £20.68 had been
collected for the Sue
Ryder Home and a
‘thank you’ had been
received from them.

It was then time to in-
troduce Mrs  Dorothy
Suter who gave a
demonstration of Floral
arrangements which
were much enjoyed by
members who after-
wards were able to buy
several of these lovely

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451

arrangements. Mrs Suter
was duly thanked by all,
tea then being served as

one of the much ap-
preciated items on the
Agenda.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

‘(Jn Tuesday May 14th
(In ladies Emmer
‘ Green  Townswomen's

ol

Guild met to hear Mrs
Sue Brandon give a talk
entitled - ““All Buttoned
up”’. This was about her
collection of but-
tonhooks and their
history.  The  first
reference to “buttoners”’
or buttonhooks was in
1611 but the Victorians
really made them
popular by making them
as decorative as they
were useful, with the
most popular period be-
ing between 1880 and
1910. Gloves and boots
were very tight fitting
allowing no room to
manoeuvre the fingers to
do up the buttons, so
hooks were the only
answer. Ladies also were
more restricted in their
movements owing to the

nature of their
undergarments, hence
many of the long-

handled buttonhooks.
Boxed sets were very
popular as gifts especial-
ly at weddings and
could have handles of
silver with jewelled
decoration or, usually in
the case of a man, of
ivory, some were given
away as advertising pro-
motions or as a change,
instead of a farthing
perhaps? Every home
would have had a but-
tonhook as it was a com-
mon everyday object
and they would general-
ly hang by the fireside
being readily to hand.

Mrs' Brandon started
her collection with three
buttonhooks, not actual-
ly- knowing what they
were but just interested
in them as objects and
also keen to start a col-
lection of something.
She now has around
four thousand and has
written a book on the
subject. Mrs M. Pocock
gave the vote of thanks
on behalf of the Guild
who had not only been
informed but also amus-
ed by the delightful talk.

Mrs Cooper and Mrs
Jepson presided over 4

sales table groaning
under the weight of
many plants, both
vegetables and flowers,
so members are looking
forward to a very pro
ductive year

The Arts and Crafts
group enjoyed a day at
Kew Garuens in April
and have a theatre visit
planned for the summer.
The Social Studies group

are about to begin their
new programme and the
Ramblers had a week’s

walking holiday in

Devon in mid May.

Caversham
Community
Association

As the club meetings
take place on each Mon-
day of the month, there
were only two meetings
in May due to the two
Bank holiday Mondays.

The members had an
enjoyable evening on
the 13th May when Mrs.
Margaret Carter was
again welcomed to the
club to give a flower
demonstration.  Mrs
Carter commenced by
explaining how she
prepared the container
for the flowers, using
oasis to hold the blooms
firmly. The members
were given advice on
how to keep the flowers
fresh, one tip was either
to singe the stems of
poppies and spurge or
hold an inch or two of
the stems in boiling
water for ten seconds.
Soon a colourful display
of beautiful flower ar-
rangements was arrayed

and  admired by
everyone. At the end of
the evening the

members showed by
their applause how
much they had ap-
preciated the advice,
and practical suggestions
for their own flower ar-
ranging, given by Mrs
Carter.

On the 20th May
some of the members
were invited to talk to
their fellow members on
various subjects. Doreen
Meadowcroft gave a
demonstration on icing
and decorating a cake
with marzipan roses.
She explained in detail
the various stages and
also  showed the
members how to make a
greaseproof paper icing

_Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's

Guild

The May meeting was
well attended. The
speaker was the Revd.
David Hastings, who is
the chaplain of Reading
prison. He gave an in-
sight into the condition
of inmates there. He had
to be approved and
undertake to look after
those available to him
with humanity. He visits
all there every day, also
the hospital. Those with
more serious offences
are held in the punish-
ment block to protect
the public. Conditions,
even in this day and age,
are not good, sometimes
three men to a cell. On-
ly recently more im-
provements have been
made in the sanitation
conditions. In this coun-
try more prisoners are
held than in the Euro-
pean countries, they
number about 45,524
serving, and 998 in cells
in a year. The Chaplain
said he was available for
any of them to talk to
him of any troubles they
felt like sharing. The
revolt at Strangeways did
some good to highlight
the awful conditions of
the inmates.

The members also met
to go to Blakes Lock, and
found the museum very
interesting.

New members are
welcome  to the
meetings on the third
Thursday of the month at

2.15pm in  Church
House.
Caversham

Heights TG
It Hurts Us, Too

At the main meeting of
Caversham  Heights
Townswomen'’s guild in
May a member asked
questions, and motions
that are tabled for discus-
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sion at the National
Council meeting in June
at the Albert Hall were
read out and voted
upon. The Towns-
women’s Guilds in
Council assembled are
urging HM Government
that suspects of violent
crimes be obliged to
give samples for DNA
analysis, these samples
to form part of a national
index. Two other mo-
tions included in the
voting were one against
new EEC regulations
about transportation of
animals, and another in
which local education
authorities would ensure
education on the subject
of HIV in secondary
schools by appropriately
trained teachers and
visiting experts.

Miss E Arnold From
the  Arthritis  and
Rheumatisim Council
for Research was the
speaker at this meeting,
and warned her au-
dience that hers was not
going to be a fun talk as
the previous month’s
talk about music had
been. Members felt that
it was indeed a sad sight
to see in
young children han-
dicapped by juvenile ar-

her slides

thritis. Miss Arnold men- .

tioned that with older
people diet,

can help towards suc-
cess. She recommended
asking to
rheumatologist. An im-
portant discovery,
first since
been made by London
University, identifying
bacteria which cause
rheumatoid arthritis in
women.

Meanwhile at social
studies Miss Sharron
Davies from Radio
210FM described how
the radio station is close-
ly concerned with the
community. How cheer-
ing it was to hear how in
Kent during the hur-
ricane in 1987 people
unable to leave their
homes received help
gathered through the
local radio network. So
there is good news as
well as bad.

bag, to use when inscrib-
ing lettering on the cake.
Some beautifully
decorated cakes resulted
from Mrs Meadowcroft's
demonstration. Other
members taking part in
the evening’s pro-
gramme included Olive
Howard and Alan
Osborne, who both gave
amusing readings,
Dorothy Osborne who
related funny stories of
events in her family and

May Plant who recited a
whimsical poem in
North Country dialect.
Maida Feast completed
the evening by
distributing some tasty |
chocolate sweets and |
giving the recipe to any.

interested members. It
was then time to bring
the meeting to a close
after a very entertaining

evening.

- Abbeyecrest

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
ovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

Nursing Home

exercise |
and a healthy attitude
see a ,

the *
1938, has .
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Mrs V. Kitcher

there they stopped in and comfortofa large boat.

Reading and decided
that this looked a good
place in which to settle.

London’s loss was
Reading’s gain because,
in the fullness of time
John Kitcher’s carpet and
upholstery business was
founded becoming, as
their son Robin grew up,
the well known land-
mark of John Kitcher and
Son in Church Street
Caversham.

For a long time from
1937 onwards the fami-
ly lived on a Thames
barge moored in The
Warren, and it was
always a pleasure to
hear Mrs Kitcher recount
tales of what sounded
like idyllic life on the
water in the spaciousness

Always active in the
family business, Mrs Kit-
cher had many interests.
A devout member of St.
Peter's congregation; a
founder member of
Caversham  Heights
Townswomen’s Guild
and a member of the
Women'’s Institute. She
was a very good cook
(she would have describ-
ed herself as a ‘plain
cook’), her delicious
pastry being
remembered by
members of TG and WI
for the thousands of
mince pies and sausage
rolls she made for their
parties over the years. In-
evitably in such a good
seamstress, Mrs Kitcher
also designed and made

all her own clothes.
Perhaps her greatest test
came with the tragic
death of her daughter-ir-
law in 1962, leaving
Robin with two-year old
Jenny and newly born
Graham.  Typically
without fuss, and with
the dependable com-
mon sense that marked
everything she did, Mrs
Kitcher now in her six-
ties helped Robin with
the children’s upbring-
ing, with all the cooking,
washing, planning and
hard work that many a
young working mother
would find tiring. After
five years friends and
family were delighted
when Robin met and
married Marian and Mrs
Kitcher was able to

SUNDAY SERVICES

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion {Ist and 3rd Sundays)

m Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)

Communion (apart from 2nd Sunday)

rondavels for family
living. Most cooking is
done outside over an
open fire in the tradi-
tional black cooking
pots, water is fetched
from the stand-pipe,
lighting is from paraf-
fin lamps and meals

OUR POTATOES TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputanon for quality, price and

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE

GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM -
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM
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Morning

Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Family Service (5th Sunday)

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
10.30am (in Chapel)

6.30pm (in Chapel)
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP
at Mapledurham Pavilion

10.45am Worship
METHODIST

Caversham, Gosbrook Road

10.00am and 6.30pm
Caversham Heights

9.00am Holy Communion (lst Sunday)
11.00am and 6.30pm
ROMAN CATHOLIC
St Annes Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.45am and 6.30pm
Our Lady of Caversham 8.30am and 11.15am
St Martin’s School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)
UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road
Ilam every Sunday
SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street, Reading 10.30am

sham Church House — 3rd Sunday Meeting for Worship 7
study groups Sept—June Tel: 475783

are mostly rice, mealie
meal or sorghum por-
ridge, supplemented
by beef stew or a
relish of mayonnaise
or vegetables grown at
the “‘lands’’ where the
crops are grown, the
equivalent of a Caver-
sham allotment, but
usually some distance
away, and then if they
are rich enough a
cattle-post. Cattle
represent wealth to a
Motswana; do not ask
a man how many cat-
tle he has, it is tanta-
mount to asking so-
meone in the UK how
much he has in his
bank account. Houses
are built out of mud
by the women and
thatched by the men.
We are now getting
used to seeing a
freshly killed goat
hung from a tree and
skinned and jointed
within half an hour.
The school librarian,
feeling that Ken's
education was in-
complete, offered to
teach him this skill but
he declined, however
he has been to the

“‘lands’’ with one of
his students and tried
his hand at donkey
ploughing, milking
goats and pounding
sorghum. Many people
still make a living
from the land, their
goats and their cattle,
and have no other in-

come. Many of our
students live in the
traditional way at

home with the bush or
a pit latrine as sanita-
tion, sleeping on the
floor, spending
holidays working at
the ‘‘lands’ or the
cattle-posts, and then
come into school to
study ‘“‘Romeo and
Juliet”', watch videos
about AIDS and work
out complicated
mathematical for-
mulae on computers.

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
l (0734) 471816 J

e

‘retire’ to a flat over the
shop — still carrying on
a schedule of work that
belied her age.

In her later working
years she took great
pleasure in watching her
family grow up, her
grandchildren now in-
creased to four with
Surannah and James,
and finally seeing the ar-
rival of Emma and
Louise her two
great-grandchildren.

Eventually came the
time to rest at last in the
good care of the
Moorland staff until she
slipped away from her
long and useful life on
March 13th. A greatly
respected and much lov-
ed lady who will be long
remembered by all who
knew her.

Margaret Hill

30pm

S E——_—————————

EMMANUEL
HOUSE

A Christian Home for the Elderly has
occasional vacancies in individual
rooms. Some limited nursing care is
available.
There is one vacancy at the
present time.

Enquiries should be addressed to:
The Matron, Emmanuel House,
8/10 Kendrick Road,
Reading RG1 5DN
Telephone: 872830

RE you concerned about the

ethics of the investment funds
when commencing a pension, starting
a mortgage or simply investing for any
other purpose.
® We are INDEPENDENT FINANCIAL
ADVISORS who amongst our services
offer SPECIALIST ADVICE in
ETHICAL/ECOLOGICALLY Friendly
Investment Funds.

® Also Impartial and Ethical Advice on
all Current Lending Schemes.

Richard Stainthorp

23 Oakley Road, Caversham RG4 7RL
Tel: 0734-461656

‘w | An Apponted Representative of
§ ‘ DBS

N Financial

Management

Not all the products/services advertised here are
regulated by the Financial Services Act 1986 and
the rules made for the protection of investors by
that Act will not apply to them

Your home is at risk if you do not keep up repay
ment on a mortgage or other loan secured on it

(FmBm)

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

| Prospect
Furnishings

(W. & N. H. MOORE)
lp.— 6 PROSPECT STREET,

CAVERSHAM, READING
q Reading (0734) 476565

We buy and sell militaria and curios

Suprem

Q

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

‘ WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
\— 32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
| [

TELEPHONE: READING 477713




P:

age 12

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND !
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

.......................O..

Your
PET SHOP
CAVE:SHAM

Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday
Local Delivery Service

M. ]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES
18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582
18011

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

D
S

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -

Property Maintenance - Patios
Internal & External Decoration

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

Central Heating

General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:
481929

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

KAY CLIFFE
NOW

FABRI KATE
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER
For Free Quotation
Phone “BAJJER ARTS"
Broadway House

0628 781883

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS

By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS.
LOCAL VIEWS

BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

.FIXING BY OUR OWN

SoontZ  FIXING EXPERTS an\
- 55 Donkin Hill wplg %
Caversham
Reading RG4 ODG\
. N 0734 478853/479163 e

\qp\ fw PLY fo(

S|Ik and Dried Flower Arrangements

‘\ PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

‘ WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
“ YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

|| Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

To order, book or view
Reading 478607

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half
normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-
ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR
Telephone

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.
ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,
BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday
BN NN SEN BEN NEN BEN BEN NEN BEN AN B mw mm mm

@AVERSHAM OOKSHOP
18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

READING 470690 ;

Reading 478175 and 415232

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

. Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800

for an appointment or home visit

M. B. HORMIGO

-
GENERAL BUILDER

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
also Roofing, Plastering and Carpentry,
Painting and Decorating

FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

EXETER

Devon

bedroom apartment. fully fur-
nished. available for lettings.
Situated on banks of River Exe.
within short distance of Cathedral
and town centre.
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

Luxury ~ground floor one

Tel. 475661

QUALIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST
Mark Chuter A AR

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversham
Reading

0734 477192 Rl

TOMALIN& SON |1 J- R McCARDLE

(WARL STONEMASON
Funeral Fine Memorials in
Directors Marble, Stone and

Granite

Restoration and all
other masonry
undertaken -

48 New Street
Henley-on-Thames

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES

READING 479276
ANY TIME

J. LUCKETT

(Insurance Servic_:es)
LTD !
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

14 Church Street, (second floor)
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130

Telephone 3370
DAYANDINIGHT] READING 62362
ARTHUR
BUTLER A.F. ]ONES'
(Peppard)

N.A.F.D. MASTER
FUNERAL |§  MASONS
DIRECTORS raftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
Telephone READING
(0491) Telephone
573370 573537

|
L
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