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Read in 4,000 homes

“PRICE 15p
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READIBUS-REACHING OUT

EARLY DAYS :

The ReadiBus service started in 1981
after a two-year action study between
Reading Borough and Bulmershe col-
lege. This highlighted the isolation and
loneliness of those unable to get out of
the house through disability and
therefore unable to use ordinary public
transport. It has filled a tremendous
need.

The scheme was funded for the first
five years by an Urban Grant.

Service Provided

There is a Regular ReadiBus which
goes from door to door to pick up
passengers and take them to a central
point and runs regularly to a timetable.
Trips on this and for those going to
work and to further education can be
booked on 311414 the day before, bet-
ween 8 and 9 am. There is another ser-
vice, to cater for people who do not
want or cannot travel at the regular
timetable times and again this must be
booked, though you are asked to
telephone later after 9.30am to the
same number — 311414. The service
is available 7 days a week and from
" 8am until 11pm. The area covers the
whole of the Reading Borough and
takes in some places just outside.
There are 9 buses at present, each of
which will hold 6-8 people plus two
wheelchairs securely. Escorts are pro-
vided if necessary, or your own helper
can be taken along. An innovation dur-
ing the last 2 years has been a Sunday
afternoon outing when groups can hire
the bus at a cost of §25. It is hoped to
extend this service later in the year.

The first community lunch of the year
took place at the Caversham Centre in
School Lane and the speaker was Mrs
Helen Wightwick, the Mobility Officer
for READIBUS.
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Former Caversham
Minister asked
to mediate

The Rev. Leslie Griffiths, former minister of Caversham
Heights and Gosbrook Road Methodist Churches, has
been asked by the new radical President of Haiti, Jean-
Bertrand Artistide, to act as a intermediary between
himself and the Roman Catholic Church. Leslie worked
as a Methodist Minister in Haiti for many years.

Relations between the new president, who is also a
priest, and the Church reached a new low after a coup
attempt in January, which aimed to stop Aristide tak-
ing up office in February. The president has been the
target of at least three assassination attempts.

Leslie, who is now Minister of a London church, was
invited to attend the new President’s inauguration. He
said ‘‘Father Aristide has long been seen by the Catholic
hierarchy as a troublesome, rebellious priest. Now he
is president of Haiti, the Church must develop a new
relationship with him."

John Madeley

The bus service does not take in
hospital visits; these are only offered
to pregnant mothers for pre-natal
checks. The service cannot be used for
day-centre visits either.

Staff and Funding

The drivers are paid and are fully in-
structed in how to cope helpfully with
their passengers. They also undergo a
first aid course. Apart from the
drivers, there are 10 team workers, 4
operations controllers a general
manager and a mobility officer as well
as a small band of volunteers and peo-
ple who man the 'phone for booking
arrangements. There are those who

are trained in the escort service and
for this service a fee of only £1.50 is
charged for three hours.

After the first five years the income
derived 65% from Reading Borough
with contributions from Berkshire,
Newbury, Wokingham Councils as well
as Earley, Woodley and Shinfield
parish councils. Bus fares (which range
from 40p to &1 for over 4 miles) will
go up in April and provide 7% of the
income. Sponsors provide the rest and
more are desperately needed. There
are 9 buses in the fleet at present, 5
of which were given by charitable
trusts. 43,000 passengers were carried
in 1990 and escort service provided for
600 of these.

There is a ReadiBus Users’ Associa-
tion, to which all passengers can
belong. It is strong in Tilehurst and S.
Reading where there is a social club
which meets once a month. They fund
raise, mainly for themselves to cover
their own costs, but they run outings
and will rally round with help, par-
ticularly on the flag day which is the
one occasion when the public can con-
tribute generously.

1991 is the tenth anniversary of the
International Year of Disablement and
Reading ReadiBus are looking for spon-
sors who will assist them in this vital
work. Enquiries can be made to
310000. Please think about it and
remember them.



Page 2

TALKING POINT

By the Rev. Mike Holmes

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 199,

JESUS —
HEALER AND
SAVIOUR

e Bible claim that Jesussaves those who

" We are all familiar with th J
Weareall farl d many will testify to that saving ex-

trust in Him from sin, an

“ I I Fl ! I 'I I Ii:! i i i lives. The New Testament word to ‘save’
snce in their own lives. ¥
A T D A Y O lc);:l;lgg be translated to ‘heal’, and many people today know also

of broken lives restored through the healing power of Jesus.

YOUR

| have just finished reading a book by an
American Christian called Tony Campolo.
| heard Tony preach about nine years ago.
He is one of those preachers who you
never forget. He speaks with such volume
that he can be heard beyond the
auditorium in which he is speaking, but
his message penetrates deep. The book is

re

entitled “It’s Friday but Sunday’s Comin’”’.
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The title comes from a Good Friday ser-
mon that was preached in his church in
Philadelphia. The sermon lasted one and
a half hours and started really softly with
“It was Friday; it was Friday and my Jesus
was dead on the tree. But that was Friday
and Sunday’s comin! It was Friday and
Mary was cryin” her eyes out. The disciples
were runnin’ in every direction, like sheep
without a shepherd, but that was Friday,
and Sunday’s comin”’! The volume had in-
creased by now as the Black congregation
began to encourage the preacher. ‘It was
Friday. The cynics were lookin’ at the
world and sayin’, ““As things have been so
they shall be. You can’t change anything
in this world; you can’t change anything.”
But those cynics didn’t know that it was
only Friday. Sunday’s comin’! It was Fri-
day! And on Friday those forces that op-
press the poor and make the poor to suf-
fer were in control. But that was Friday!
Sunday’s comin’! The preacher kept plug-
ging away with his line over and over
again until finally at the end of his message
he just yelled at the top of his voice, “IT’S
FRIDAY!" and all five hundred of the con-
gregation shouted back together, ““SUN-
DAY’S COMIN!"
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We have recently celebrated the death
and the resurrection of the Lord Jesus
Christ. On Friday Satan thought he had
defeated Jesus; on Sunday he found he
himself was defeated.

A P B R T S e T TS S W (PO S P R Ay

The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and
Mapled

ham for the local c:

EDITORS: Mrs Margaret Baily, Mr Eric Chappell, Mr John Mullaney, Mr Bernard Miller, c/o Church House,

59 Church Street, Caversham. Tel: 471703

LIFE?

Could this be a description of your life?
“It was Friday; | was in despair. | felt re-
jected and lonely inside, life was getting
too difficult to handle, | was oppressed and
felt like dying. My enemies seemed intent
on my downfall, whilst those who loved
me watched; helpless. | asked, “Where is
God?”" But that was Friday — Sunday’s
coming! Have you ever realised that Jesus
had similar feelings as he hung on the
cross on that Friday years ago?
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The gospel (good news) of Jesus is that
you can die with Jesus to your old way of
life, and rise to newness of life with him.
You can know in your own life the Sun-
day resurrection power of Jesus! Jesus has
overcome Friday for you — it is now Sun-
day. As you enter this new life with him,
he takes away the tears of Friday and puts
within you the joy of Sunday. He takes
away the disappointments of Friday and
gives you the purpose and direction that
Sunday brings. Through you God wants to
change the world, making Fridays into
Sundays for others. Through your prayers
and action the Satanic forces that oppress
the world can be overcome, because it is
Sunday.

 — Y —|
[==li==]

There is no need for despair for God, in
his great mercy, offers you new birth into
a living hope through the resurrection of
Jesus from the dead (1 Peter 1:3). | admit
we all live in a world which is still tainted
by evil and so in one way it is still Friday.
But as sure as ‘eggs is eggs’ (and | hope
you haven’t eaten too many this Easter)
there is a glorious Sunday coming! Jesus
is alive and he is coming back soon. So
what day of the week is it in your life? Is
it a Friday or is it a Sunday?

The Editors wish to make it
y. clear that the views express-
ed in this newspaper do not
necessarily reflact the opi-

Caversham
Acorn  Christian
Healing Prayer
Group and Christian
Listeners’ Group
have been minister-
ing to and praying for
sick people in this
neighbourhood on a
regular basis, and
each month arrange
for an ecumenical
service for prayer for
healing with laying
on of hands to be
held at Caversham
Baptist Church.

The

We are honoured
that the preacher at
our next service on
Saturday 27th April
at 7 pm will be the
Bishop of Reading,
the Rt Revd John . g
Bone.

Even those of us
who are outwardly
healthy stand with
all people in need of
God’s forgiving,
healingand reconcil-
ing grace in His Son
Jesus Christ, and we
would therefore of- The Rt. Rev. John Bone, Bishop of Reading.
fera warm welcome v
toalltojoin with usin
this service, which
we believe will be a
significant landmark
inthe healing prayer
ministry in Caver-
sham. David J. Beek
(Convenor — Caver-
sham Acorn Chris-
tian Healing Prayer
Group — telephone
477428).

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will: 4
. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

_

Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

CAN YOU||| *
KniT? | -

Come and help the
Link Group raise 4
money for local
charities. Join them |
at the Annual Fund |
Raising “‘KNITIN"’.

. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

ADVERTISEMENT MANAGER: Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Caversham, AG4 7PE. Tel: 471816,
CIRCULATION MANAGER: Mr. R. Kitcher, 5A Church Road, Caversham, RG4 7AA. Tel: 472660
COMPANY SECRETARY: Mr H. Pilgrim, 84 Highmoor Road, Caversham, RG4 7BG. Tel: 474017

POSTAL SUBSCRIPTION MANAGER: Miss E. Stark, 36 Auburn Court, Caversham. Tel: 473045

for May issue should be sent to Church House, by noon on Wednesday 3 April
hould t to Mrs E. Maule, 18 Albert Road, Caversham by 1 April
onday 30 April and Wednesday 2 May

nion of the board.

Published by Caversham

Christian News Ltd, Church

Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: Reading 471703,

Printed by Thames Valley
Newspapers Ltd, Tessa
Road, Reading.

Last year they rais-
ed over £600 in one
hour's knitting. You
and your knitting
needles are needed
on Monday, 22nd
April at 8pm at 58
Chazey Road. Lifts
canbe arranged and
refreshments  will
beserved. Fora fun
eveningand further
details 'phone An-
thea Prescot on
478865.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.
Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.
479048 or 476181)

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE “’POP-IN‘* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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BARBARA
CHAPMAN

Dear Editors,

The late Barbara Chap-
man's dedicated contribu-
tion to Cub Scouting for St.
Peter’s is legendary.

Many of us who were in-
volved in “'the Third"* with
our sons during their for-
mative years felt that Bar-
bara must have been at
"'B-P"'s side when he was
first inspired with the idea
of Scouting — and also felt
that she would alway be
“our" Akela.

Barbara had that rare gift
of inspiring by example
and made very activity
fun. . . we cherish our
memories of her.

It is fitting that our ap-
preciation should endure
and | urge you to con-
tribute to a memorial fund
which is being set up to
provide funds for an an-

Please take a few

moments now to con-
tribute to: -
The Barbara Chapman
Memorial Award Fund c/o
Alan  Longstaffe, 8
Shepherds Lane, Caver-
sham RG4 7JH.

ARTS CENTRE

Dear Editors,
I should be glad if you
would let your readers

know of the new meeting |

place of Reading Caver-

sham Academy Communi- -

ty Art Centre. This has
moved to Thameside
School Language Centre in
Harley Road, Caversham.

Opportunity will be given
for amateur artists to show
some of their work in the
Annual Summer Exhibition
in the School Hall on June
22nd and 23rd.

POSTBAG

REDLAND
REBUKE

Dear Sirs,

In the March issue of the
Bridge, its reputation for
fair play was damaged if
not destroyed.

Even if the Redland
development did not in-
volve 2500 extra cars for
new office workers which
will more than outweigh
the advantages of a third
bridge; even if it did not
mean that land could be
restored to countryside will
carry a hundred acres of
high-rise buildings and
even if most of the local
residents were not com-
pletely opposed to the
scheme, to give the whole
of your front page over to
the developers” eulogy on
what can only be for the

financial benefits of
Redland and to the detri-
ment of Caversham, is an
abuse of your office.

Worse still, there was
nothing on the front page
to indicate that you were
printing just the developers
staement.  Admittedly
there was a small section
on the second page ex-
plaining this fact, but | im-
agine that quite a few
copies ended up in the
waste-paper basket in
disqust and that many
readers did not even turn
over.

Surely the requirement

. for the National and Local

press not to mislead
should apply to the Bridge
and the front page should
have been headed "Adver-
tiser’'s Announcement.”’

Yours disappointingly.
D.E. Thomas.

REDLAND REPLIES

Dear Sir/Madam,
Redland’s Caversham
Lakes proposals have im-
plications for local employ-
ment, amenity, highways,
housing and flood relief
They will delight some and
enrage others. The public
debate is well and truly
under way, but that debate
is better served by facts
Accordingly, | would like to
respond in your columns to
correct some of the
statements may by “'Wat-
chdog” in your March
1ssue
1. Watchdog refers to a
‘leisure centre” with the
country park and nature
reserve. This is
misleading. The major
theme of this particular
park Is nature conserva-
tion. Although its open-
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Isting marina which will
continue to operate

The new road and
bridge would ““actually
contribute Iittle to the
relief of existing traffic
congestion”’ according

to Watchdog. The
highways issue is &
complex one and the
bridge is but one of a 4
number of measures
advocated by Berkshire
County Council to
relieve congestion
Redland accept that the
third River crossing will
not be a universal
panacea but it will lead
to overall savings in
congestion in the
Reading urban area of
about 15% in the mor-
ning and 32% in the
evening rush
These figures are
ed from Be

various  highways
authorities. This Is not
to fudge the issue,
there are simply too
many variables at this
stage to be discussed
with five local
authorities before a
definite answer can be
calculated

Gravel operations are
rarely popular but ex-
traction can have
useful role in increadin,
floodwater storage
the flood stor. age in the

floor plain "f!”eime

5@ o

k

e
nours

nual award to a deserving

cub scout to assist himin~ For more information
some appropriate contact me on Reading
endeavour. The award 478496.

would be at the discretion ~ Yours etc.

of the group executive.  E. Burnell — Tutor

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN
The Rev Rldnr(l Klng.shury Caversham Rcclory Church
Road. Tel: 479130.

(Parish ()fl'lcc Monddy Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)

The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View

Avenue. Tel: 471814.

Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Tel:

472788.

Tlu Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tel:
78239,

Th( Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070.
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

The Rev. Philip Abrey, 51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
Park Village. Tel. 475152.

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668.
METHODIST

The Rev Keith Sanders, 72 nghm(mr Road. Tel: 112’21
The Rev John Boakes, 9 W Grove, Caversha
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909.
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529.
The Rev Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue. Tel:
474138.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

m Park Village)
s, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common.

Dictures £

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE 0734 461336

HAVE NOW TAKEN OVER
THE RUNNING OF

Joateles

FLORISTS

13 Milestone Way Precinct
Emmer Green - Reading - RG4 8XW

CAVERSHAM
DIARY

Saturday, 10.30-12 noon Coffee

6th April morning. Caversham Heights
Methodist Church Hall. All
welcome. In aid of charity

Friday, Caversham Horticultural

12th April Soc. 7.30pm George Bartlett
on Fuschias. Arthur Legge
Centre, Wolsey Road.

Saturday, 2pm Jumble Sale. St. John's
13th April Church, Caversham Hall.

Monday, 8pm 58 Chazey Road. Link
22nd April Group’s “Knit In"". Details
Anthea Prescot 478865.

Friday, 7.30pm Victoria Hall, old
26th April Town Hall. Pam Chilvers’
& Saturday, ‘‘Images of America”
27th April Tickets from Hexagon

Saturday, 7.00pm Baptist Church.

27th April Bishop of Reading, Rt. Rev.
John Bone preaches at
Acorn Christian Healing
Group.

Saturday, 10-12 noon Annual

27th April Household and Handyman
Sale. St. Barnabas Church
Hall, Emmer Green.

7.30pm 28 Patrick Road,
(Caversham. Action for
Research in Multiple
Sclerosis AGM. All welcome.

Wednesday, 10.30am-7pm. Frogmore

15th May  Gardens, open for Gordon
Palmer Memorial Trust.
Details next issue or phone
Reading 233012.

Thursday,
2nd May

Tel (0734) 461070

ing to the public will County Council
enrich the leisure hours model and not
of local people, there invented b

are no proposals for developer
sports complexes or
mutliplex cinemas that
the term “leisure centre’
often encompasses this proposal will bring
The emphasis will be on about so
the creation of a wider 3. On the fundir g
range of wildlife Redland will prov
habitats, achieved by land "’t:*:ch f
environmental briage and road
enhancement  and of the
contribution is definite

respective of Redland’s

proposals out at least

me relief

S

Thames. Th

&

management measures

which, contrary to Wat- As to construction

chdog’s assertion, costs, Redland will con- ‘
natural regeneration tribute towards the v
alone would not - bridge and off site towelcoming your readers
achieve highways im-

Contrary to Wat-
chdog's report, no new
marina s planned
There is already an ex-

provements but the
level of that contribu-
tion must be the subject
of discussions with the

CRAWFORD
&
LEACH LTD.

BUILDING CONTRACTORS
@® Extensions & Alterations @
® Refurbishments @

@ Repairs & Renewals @

® Drawings & Planning Applications
Arranged @

For Personal Attention:

Telephone: 0734 475773
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AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS
12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,

BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY

Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
item.

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice.

Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance
purposes.

The professional alternative to London

Holloway's ]

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

* % % #

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

QUIET FLOWS
THE THAMES
Redlands Properties in-
dustrial park and housing
close tothe Thamesis not
going todo much to main-
tain a peaceful riverside
ambience, even when a
nature reserve and aspot
of landscaping has been
thrown in to soften the
impact. Now hot on its
heels comes another ap-
plication, this time for the

neighbouring  Dean'’s
Farm.
This beautiful eigh-

teenth century farm has
stood overthe yearsinits
isolated position on the
riverside meadows and
seen across the water
from King's Meadow it
betokens the countryside
that stretches away on
the opposite bank com-
paired with the town that
liesaway tothe south. For
some time now ithasbeen
the subject of planning
applications, some for a
few houses that could
nevertheless lead to fur-
ther development at a
later stage, another for
many more houses with a
picnicareaand ‘manufac-
tured’ countryside in-
stead of the open
meadow land, and now,
the latest, a hotel, con-
ference centre, housing
and four storey flats
right down to the river,
all with a hundred and
thirty four parking
spaces. Deans Farm itself
will be lost in this con-
glomeration and, when
viewed across the river
and if Redlands Proper-
ty development also
takes place, it will be a
built environment,
spread over some hun-
dred of acres that will be
seen. Already, as if in
preparation, two or
three splendid Holm Oak
trees have been felled
and there can be little
doubt that there is going
to be a concerted effort
to extract the maximum
amount of money out of
this stretch of what is
seen as underused land.

MARINA
Meanwhile, two or three
miles upstream another
application has been put
in for a marina at the
Chase, at the far end of
the Warren. Here too is
land that is seen as
underdeveloped,
becuase it is not making
money. This marinais for
sixty boats with parking
places for sixty five cars,
workshop and stores.
This will be further ur-
banisation of the river
bank which at that point
is becoming rural once
again. It will bring added
noise to the river itself

Framing service

Call or Telephone

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers
specialist services in the following:

Old Family Photographs reproduced

Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits

41 Prospect Street, Caversham 479450/475656

RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT
WATCHDOG

which already in the sum-
mer months is getting
overcrowded with power
boats chuggingalongand
disturbing the banks with
their wash. if another
marina is needed, the
bank at the foot of the
wooded escarpment is
certainly not the place.

EXTRA TRAFFIC
Both these develop-
ments will produce a con-
siderable amount of extra
traffic. Deans Farm can
only be approached
through the already con-
gested residential streets
of Lower Caversham and
the Marina canonly be ap-
proached along the War-
ren, neither of them
suitable for this purpose.

Dean’s Farm traffic
would be fairly evenly
distributed through the
week vying with the in-
dustrial  traffic  that
already uses the area
whilst the marina’s would
be heaviest at weekends,
when walkers use the
Warren for an afternoon
oreveningstroll. Further,
the Chazey Court
rehabilitation centre is
bound to cause some in-
crease in the traffic,
although it will be
restrained in comparison
with the comings and go-
ings to a marina. The
Chazey Court centre will
at least bring some
benefits in the way of
restoring beautiful but
crumbling buildings, but
the Marina can only
detract from the present
quiet attractions of the
river bank.

If these developments
go ahead, the Sweet
Themmes will no longer
run softly as it passes
through Caversham.

VASTERN ROAD
ROUNDABOUT
Another riverside site
due for change is on the
south bank where plans
are beinglooked at by the
planning committee for
the area between
Brigham Road, Vastern
Road and theriver. There
aretwosets of plansboth
of them for offices,
warehousing and hous-
ing, one of them totally
comprehensive, the other
retaining the old Excel
Bowl! building. Both in-
volve heavy treeloss, for-
ty fivein total, the majori-
ty of them the young but
established trees on the
Caversham Road side,
which  cheered up
everyone over Christmas
with their coloured lights.
Architecturally, both
have much to commend
them, tree loss apart, but
their weak pointis, thatin
order not to send all the
associated traffic down
Brigham Road, accessand
egress is to be straight on
tothe Vastern Road roun-
dabout. That roundabout
is already overburdened
and at peak times is so

heavily used that the law
of the jungle rather than
the law of the roundabout
applies. The Planning
Committee hasthe unen-
viable task of working
this one out.

PRIORY AVENUE
STUDY BRIEF
A study brief is being car-
ried out on the area cen-
tring on Priory Avenue,

that is all the roads
bounded by Prospect
Street, Priest Hill, St

Anne's Road, and Church
Street, Church Road. The
problemsare only too ob-
vious; the solution less so.
Unbroken lines of parked
cars on both sides of the
road, the buses trying to
edge through helped on-
ly by astretch of buslane
in Hemdean Road itselfl
usually blocked by park-
ed cars while their drivers
place a quick bet round
the corner, whilst displac-
ed cars and the occasional
lost lorry try to get along
Rectory Road and into
Priory Avenue, whence
they have to turn into
Church Street.

If the bus lane is to re-
main to make bus
journeys more attractive
than private car journeys
and to bring bus borne,
rather than car borne,
shoppers as close as possi-
ble to the shops, if the
streets of small terraced
houses are not to be used
by buses, if difficult right
hand turns are to be
avoided, thenitisgoingto
be a wise man indeed who
comes up withsomething
acceptable to the main

body of users and
residents.
A small point, which

will solve none of the
foregoing, is that Priest
Hill, rather than St
Anne's Road, should
become the major road so
that buses would no
longer have to halt, tilted
backwards, on the brow
of the hill till St. Anne’s
Road has cleared. On
more than one occasion,
a full bus has had to
disgorge its passengersin
orderto get goingagain, a
particularly unnerving
experience for the car

halted immediately
behind it.
GLOOMY OUTLOOK

With council cuts on all
sides, fromsocialservices
and eduction, to no hang-
ing flower baskets or bed-
ding plants in public
gardens, the sight of
cracks in tarmacked sur-
faces when the thaw set
in after the severe
weather of mid-February
must have caused the
hearts of the local coun-
cils to plummet even fur-
ther, for there is little
chance of finding the
money to repair them.
Yet with a predicted poll
tax of §474 within the

borough and not all that
much lessin the adjoining
areas where costsareless,
more than the average
rate payer has ever been
called on to pay out
before, it would seem
reasonable to expect im-
proved, rather than
deterioratingservices. No
wonder that for many,
local government finance
isa closed book. It should
be remembered that most
of the poll tax revenue
goes to the county, whilst
the district councils bear
the very heavy cost of col-
lecting it.

HARBINGER
OF SPRING

The snowdrops and
aconites in St Peter’s
churchyard and other
local spots did not appear
until late February this
year, whereas last year at
the same time the chur-
chyard was bright with
daffodils. The extremely
cold spell in February
cannot have been the
cause, as aconites and
snow-drops normally ap-
pear early in January.

Perhaps they were
hiding their faces in
shame that at thisstage in
history of mankind, the
human race still has to
resort to the force of arms
to settle its political dif-
ferences. Mercifully the
war was much shorter
than it might have been
and mercifully casualties
on the allied side were
remarkably light, but tens
of thousands of Iraqis,
also children of God, were
killed and maimed, and
the ecology of the Gulf, as
much part of God's crea-
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tionasourowngreenand
pleasant land, extensive-
ly and probably lastingly
damaged. ‘Any man's
death diminishes me,
because I am involved in
Mankind; and therefore,
never send to know for
whom the bell tolls; It tolls
for thee'.

BUGS BOTTOM
Over $£18,000 has now
been raised towards the
£20,000 required to fund
the Appeal Court hearing
onJuly 1 and 2. Fund rais-
ing events towards the
last §2,000 are welcome.
Apply to Caroline Speer,
228 Kidmore-Road, Tel:
473834.

Items which could be
used for the Tombolastall
which the Bugs Bottom
Action Group is running
at Highdown Fete may be
leftinboxes provided for
the purpose at Hilltop
Stores, Oakley Road, and
the Caversham
Bookshop.

Paul Ranson, of 250
Kidmore Road is running
for the Appeal Fund in
the half-marathon. Spon-
sorship is invited and
forms will be.found in a
number of local shops.
Paul will be wearing a
Bugs T-shirt. Rabbit suits
are not very suitable for
running in. Look out for
himand give himacheer.

Detailed plans for the
first phase of building in
Bugs Bottom have been
turned down. This will
not affect the Appeal
Court hearingas that con-
cerns outline plans. It
created an unusual situa-
tion when detailed per-
mission was sought whilst
outline was still the sub-

ject of legal proceedings.

Will the developers re-
apply inanamended form
or will they ask for a
public inquiry and start
the whole process off
again?

OUR POTATOES TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE
GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

Nth Brittany Country Cottage
Recently Restored, Sleeps 6

® Sandy Beaches 20 min. drive.
® Swimming Pool Complex 10 min. drive.
® Large Garden & B-B-Q.
® Farm produce opposite.
1% hours drive west of St Malo, near Lannion

For photographs and chart Ring 477525
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SAVE THE CHILDREN WEEK

Make A Donation — Make A Difference

Caversham Save the
Children will be par-
ticipating in this Na-
tional Week, from 28th
April to 4th May, by
holding a House-to-
House Collection. It is
hoped that as many
people as possible will
get involved either by
giving or by collecting.
If youare notalready a
collector and would
like to offer your ser-
vices, please contact
Mr Jan Brown on
Reading 474201.

When there are so
many charity appeals
itisagood thing to con-
sider the reasons for
giving to this particular
one. The theme of the
week, as above, is im-
portant because the
test of any charity is
the DIFFERENCE it
makes, and Save the
Children aims to make
a really LASTING dif-
ference. Itisadifficult
task in many parts of
the world where
children and families
are literally struggling
to survive, but there
are steps that can be

taken to achieve real
change, even where
harsh environmental
and economic condi-
tions are made worse
by war. For example,
on 8th January the
seven leading agencies
forming the Disasters
Emergency Commit-
tee launched their
‘CRISIS IN AFRICA’

Appeal to raise funds
to help people in five
African countries —
Ethiopia, Sudan,
Mozambique, Angola
and Liberia — facing
famine. Save the
Children works in all
these countries and
first warned of impen-
ding famine in October
1990. It has been pro-
viding long-term help
todevelop motherand
child health services
and also establishing
emergency relief sup-
plies and preparedness
on a more permanent
basis. In Mozambique,
where a whole genera-
tion has grown-up in
the shadow of war,
Save the Children is
helping to heal both
physical and

psychological scars of
the horrors. It also
works in over fifty
other countries with
such things as nutrition
centres, rural com-
munity projects, im-
munization, providing
help to Street
Children, and in many
other ways.

But this special week
is not only about mak-
ingalasting difference
abroad because almost
one-third of the money
raised will be used to
help children in the
United Kingdom, par-
ticularly in the Inner
Cities. If you would
like to know more
about Save the
Children or to have a
speaker for a par-
ticular group or society
please get in touch
with the Area
Representative, Mrs
Phyllis Shattock on
Reading 472686.

This is an excellent
opportunity to assure
all supporters that the
Caversham Branch of
Save the Children is
NOT goinginto liquida-

tion! It is very much
alive!

However, because it
is becoming increas-
ingly difficult to find
people to take office on
the Committee — for
such reasons as
pressure of work,
other voluntary com-
mitments and increas-
ing age — it is going to
become a Satellite
Group of the Reading
Branch. Allits present
fund-raising efforts,
such as individual cof-
fee mornings, sales of
S.C.F. Catalogue
goods, the Ecumenical
Carol Service to name
but a few, will con-
tinue as usual. The
money will go through
the Reading Branch
but be firmly labelled
‘Caversham’. This
eliminatesthe need for
separate officers and
will be of mutual
benefit to both Bran-
ches. The present
Committees feel very
strongly that their
primary concern and
maximum effort must
be to raise funds for

those children all over
the world who so
desperately need help,
and that ad-
ministrative details are
relatively  unimpor-
tant. In any case
several of the Reading
Committee and
Workers live in Caver-
sham and vice-versa.
Present Caversham
Committee Members
will be well
represented on the
Reading Committee.
These arrangements
will take effect from
15th April 1991 which
is the date of the
Caversham  Annual
General Meeting.

It is confidently ex-
pected that all Caver-
sham Supporters will
continue to give the
splendid help they
have always given.
The Fund's grateful
thanks are due to
them, to the present
Caversham  officers
and committee and to
all who will be giving
during Save the
Children Week for all
their hard work and
financial support.

IMAGES

Over 200 people so enjoyed Pam Chilvers’ “Im-
ages of France” that a second in the series will take
place in late April.

““Images of America’’ will be an evening of
music, literature and visual art depicting various
aspects of American life; the early Puritan settlers,
the Mississipi river boats, the Wild West, Blues and
Jazz. The miscellany of music, readings and pain-
tings will capture the flavour of New World
America for the audience to savour.

The music, played by Pam and Richard Line, will

range from Copland, Scott Joplin to Bernstein. The
centrepiece will be Gershwin’s own arrangements
for “Rhapsody in Blue’’. The piano pieces will be
interspersed with readings from writers as diverse
as Walt Whitman, John Steinbeck and Maga
Angelou presented by Sonya Delamere.
The audience will be surrounded not only by
sound but also be the visual impact of paintings
and sketches by Martin Beek. Martin spends
several months each year in America and is well
known for his evocative scenes of American rural
life.

An exhibition of Martin’s ““Travelling Studies”’
as he calls them will be on display in Reading Cen-
tral Library starting the week before the concert on

15th April. The exhibition will also feature books
and music manuscripts relating to “Images of
America”. A smaller display will be on show at
Caversham Bookshop.

Tickets for the performance atthe Reading Town
Hall, on Friday 26th and Saturday 27th April are
available from the Hexagon Booking Office.
Tickets are £5.50 (Passportto Leisure £5, Conces-

sions £4.50).
, Doors open 7.00pm.

Milwards have been fitting shoes for
well over a century. In branches
throughout the South of England,

Milwards offer personal service and

fitting expertise for the whole family.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

Pam Chilvers and Richard Line.

Pam Chilvers. Com-
poser and musician,
studied at the Royal
Academy of Music
with Ivy Dickson.

Martin Beek. Graduate
of Exeter College of
Art, Exhibits widely in-
icluding Hurlingham
gallery, London. Direc-
tor of an annual art

programme in
Michigan.

Richard Line. Organ
scholar of Queen’s
College, Oxford.
Teacher of English and
Music at Reading

Bluecoat School, gives
organ, piano and harp-
sichord recitals locally
and in the West
Country.

Sonya Delamere. Coun-
ty Exhibition award
winner for Speech and
Drama. Spent a year in
America coaching ac-
tors from the New
York City School of
Performing Arts.
Teaches at the Avenue
School.
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John Kitcher & Son

CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

IFree Estimates in your own home

if required
(evenings also)

CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS

CARPETS

LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

{

§

Large range of patterns to choose from

« Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
sulperior rooms overlooking
ovely parkland 24 hour

nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common
near READING

L

FROM C.V'S TO MANUSCRIPTS

TYPING SERVICE

~

AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050 ‘

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

Prospect |
Furnishings

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

6 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading (0734) 476565

We buy and sell militaria and curios
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

NEWS

As the pattern of the
Church’syearunfolds the
members of St Barnabas’
congregation are once
again re-examining and
re-committing  them-
selvesto God, in prepara-
tion forthe Church’s most
important festival,
Easter.

Last year, emphasis
was placed on prayer,
meditation, self-
examination and the im-
portance of confessing
one's sins before God.
Members of the congrega-
tion were given the op-
portunity of aretreat day
todo thismore fully. This
year, the retreat has sad-
ly not been arranged, but
all members have been
urged to reconsider their
“Rule of Life"",i.e. asim-
ple rule made by each in-
dividual for the growth
and development of hisor
her spiritual life — most
usually a daily quiet time
of prayer, meditation, Bi-
ble study. If Lent offersa
focussed time and oppor-
tunity for renewal of
private spiritual self-
discipline, then it also
allows opportunities to
restate the importance of
public worship. To this
end Nigel Hardcastle, the
vicar, re-introduced ex-
tra non-eucharistic ser-
vices to be held
throughout Lent. These
included Evening Prayer
twice a week and a Sun-
day afternoon service
with hymns and asermon
followed by the Stations

of the Cross. At the time
of writing, the atten-
dance at these services
was not insignificant,
although, as always, there
is no room for
complacency.

On a more mundane
note, February also saw
repairs to the Church Hall,
which has been found
structurally unsafe with
bulging walls and sagging
roof. However, thanks to
some excellent and
speedy building work, all
who use it will now be
safe.

Away from home, dona
tions were made to the
homeless in Reading and
the hungry in Ethiopia
and the Sudan. Members
of the congregation con-
tinue to work tirelessly for
Reading's own homeless
population and during the
cold weather were keen
to collect warm items of
clothing, particularly
hats, gloves and socks.
The congregation learnt
that even further afield,
Monica Marapong, a
young African student
sponsored through her
University course by St.
Barnabas' may sadly be
unable to continue her
studies, due to strikes,
boycotts and tribal strife
in the area. A timely
reminder to give thanks
for our educational
system, whatever itsshort
comings, and indeed for
all God's blessings upon us
here, in the West.

JENNINGS BROS
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T T FAMILY
: £ E BUTCHERS
PERSONAL SERVICE

QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

i 10% DiSCOUNT

i g -
1Given off current retail

! prices on purchases

] OVER £40

d

Branches at:

STMARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

. ROR AR
Jeremy and Jill Anderson, with William and Fleur.

At St Mary-in-the-Butts | near the church). Born in

on 5th March the Bishop
of Reading licensed and
launched The Revd
Jeremy Anderson as
Evangelism Enabler to
the Anglican Deanery of
Reading, in the first year
of the ‘Decade of
Evangelism’. For a local
Deanery to appoint its
own Evangelism Enabler
is unusual, bold even.
Reading is Oxford
diocese’s largest Rural
Deanery. Perhaps our
need is greatest!

Jeremy'’s arrival is of
special interest to us. He
lives at 6 Scholars Close
(off St Peter’s Avenue,

BAPTIST NEWS

His many friends in Caver-
sham will be delighted to
learn thatthe Rev. Philip Eg-
glestone, Associate Minister
at the Baptist Church from

1986-1989, and now
Minister of Emmanuel
Church, Southsea, has

become engaged to Miss
Ruth Minott. The wedding
will take place in Jamaica
this summer.

IT
MUST
BE
FETE!

John Meston of St

Margaret’'s, Maple-
durham is again
leading the team

organising this year’'s
Grand Fete, combined
with St Peter’s Caver-
sham, at Caversham
Court.

To be held on Satur-
day, 6 July 1991
(please make a note
NOW!), ““this looks like
being even more of a
success than ever,”
says John Meston.

Stalls and side
shows will include all
those proving so
popular in past years,
and Draw Raffle
tickets will be available
from mid-April.
Helpers are always
needed, now and on
the day, so please of-
fer younger ones
especially!

Kenya in 1941, he came
to Britain for his educa-
tion from the age of 13.
Having graduated, he
spent five years in
Kenya, Uganda and Tan-
zania as civil engineer
with  East  African
Railways and Harbours.
He returned to UK and
wisely married Jill.
Seven good years in
Jersey were celebrated
by the births of Fleur and
William Anderson.

God then took over, call-
ing Jeremy to Ordina-
tion. He was for four
years Assistant Curate at
Bitterne, Southampton,
and then Team Vicar at

'

Marl-

near
borough, in a rural area
of 65 square miles. Now

Burbage,

he comes to us, and
Caversham welcomes
him and his family.

Surrounded by tea
chests at Scholars Close,
he said: ‘Now that | have
become Evangelism
Enabler to the Reading
Deanery, | look forward
to working with all
Christians who seek to
share the Good News of
the love of God through
Jesus Christ with those
who do not yet know
and love him.” To which
we add our grateful
‘Amen! And welcome,
dear Andersons!’

St. John

St. John’s Church

UMBLE
SALE

Saturday, April 13th

at

2 p.

CAVERSHAM HALL
’s Road

Refreshments, Books,
White Elephant

m.

ROAD

REVIEW

February proved to be a
very special monthinthe
life of the Methodist
Church at  Gosbrook
Road. This was to be the
month when the Lay
Witness Weekend would
be held. Months of plann-
ingand preparation were
underway. Visiting, ac-
commodation, catering,
transport, music, all had
to be organised.

The Lay Witness move-
ment send teams of lay
people to churches to
help them review the
work and life of the
church, and Gosbrook
Road had decided some
monthsago toinvitesuch
a group.

The weekend of Feb 22,
23, 24th came fast ap-
proaching after
Christmas, and the
organisers were wonder-
ingif everythinghad been
done. The day arrived
and so did the Lay
Witness team with people

from, Horsham, Swin-
don, Stourporton Severn,
Bournemouth and
Epsom.

Friendsand Hosts were
at the church to greet
them, and the weekend
was underway. During
the weekend there was
time for fellowship over
meals, discussion in
groups led by the team, a
chance to hear testimony

NEWS
OF
CLERGY

A change of parish is
coming to the Reverend
Roger Packer. He went
to Sandhurst when he
left St Andrew’s Caver-
sham in 1970 and now
is to be the vicar of St
Mary Bridgewater with
Chilton Trinity and
Durleigh. St Mary’s is
the parish church of
Bridgwater, and Roger’s
Institution will be there
on June 26 at 7pm.

2nd CAVERSHAM COMPANY BOYS’ BRIGADE

Richard Woolven-Allen|are

now working

and David Bradbury willtowards their silver
receive their bronze award.

Duke of Edinburgh
Awards from the Lord
Lieutenant of Berkshire,
Lord Henderson, at
Leighton Park School on
25th March. Richard
will also be awarded the
President’'s  Badge
which is the second
highest award that a
boy in the brigade can
be awarded. Both boys

==

Other successes for
the Second has come in
Table Tennis and Top of
the Form. Four boys
who entered the local
Top of the Form com-
petition were rewarded
with a win, beating
teams from 1st Caver-
sham, 1st Tilehurst, 1st

Reading and 1st

Twyford.
/3

In table tennis
Richard Woolven-Allen
beat every boy in
Reading to win the older
age group of the in-
dividual event. In the
younger age group
Chris Cantwell came se-
cond in the individual
eventand the team won
the cup in their event.

from individual members
of the team, a time for
learning new songs, and a
time for just being
together.

The Church were very
grateful for the outside
help they had. Tilehurst
and Caversham Heights
Methodist Churches
helped substantially with
the catering, and Caver-
sham Baptist Church
organised all  the
children’s activities. We
certainly appreciate all
the help.all these people
save.

The weekend certainly
achieved a ‘“‘growing
together’ of church
members and friends. For
some there was the call to
commitment to Christ,
for others, opportunities
for renewal. For others
pause for thought. Each
person had their own
reflections of the
weekend, and the many
aspects of the weekend
affected different people
in different ways.

The questionisnow . . .
where do we go from
here? House groups,?
Prayer meetings, more
fellowship, more
outreach? These are the
questionstobe answered,
and each has their own
idea . . . butthe weekend
certainly made us think.

DUKE OF
EDINBURGH
GOLD AWARD

Mrs Gisela Keating, who
has been helping with
the 2nd Caversham
Boys' Brigade, went to
St James’'s Palace on
26th February to receive
her award in the
presence of HRH Prince
Philip.

To gain this award, in
addition to her work
with the Boys' Brigade
which she is continuing
to do, she has made an
expedition to the Black
Mountains in Wales,
helped in a holiday
home for the disabled
and enjoys baminton
and gardening.

Nearly eight hundred
young people from all
over Britain received
their awards at St
James's Palace thatday-
They had undertaken a
wide range of activities,
some travelling 10
Kenya, India, Sri Lanka
and Malaysia to carry
out voluntary work.
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'ROUND THE CHURCHES

RECENTLY some
notes on the earliest
accounts of St
Peter’s Church ap-
peared in this paper.
The last comment
was dated 1705 and
concerned the buy-
ing of sixpenny
worth of holly for
church decorations
at Christmas.

After 1705 life
went on following
the same regular pat-
tern. There were still
travellers and
seamen to help with
apenny or two from
the parish purse.
Smoke farthings (a
form of hearth tax)
were still collected,
though there ap-
pears to have been a
lapse of five yearsin
the collection of
these at one point,
and arrears for this
amounted to seven
shillings and five
pence. Worked out
on average there
were seventy-one
chimneys in
Caversham.

Church mainten-
ance continued and a
weather cock wasset
up on the tower for
the sum of six shill-
ings. By 1727 this
tower, which was
wooden and replac-
ed the original spire
destroyed in the Civil
War fight for Caver-
sham Bridgein 1643,
was badly in need of
repairs. These were
carried out at the
huge cost of one hun-
dred and forty
pounds, two shillings
and four pence
three-farthings.
Nails were sent from
Oxford and lead ob-
tained from Reading.
The first mention of
a church tower at St
Peter’sinstead of the

MORE ACCOUNTS
FROM ST. PETER’S

CHURCH

spire comes in 1693.

Every year the
parish, as did all
parishes, paid quite
considerable sums of
money for dead spar-
rows and each entry
in the account book

.seemed to show a

larger number of
birds had been
caught than the one
before until finally
on March 27, 1827
came this ... ‘25
dozen sparrow
heads, eight shillings
and four pence’’.
Asthe Spring corn
wentinto the ground
the villagers made
sure it was not eaten
by hungry birds and
ensured themselves
of abetter harvest. It
seems that children
caught the birds,
bringing in extra
money for the fami-
ly. This killing of
sparrows wentonall
the year round, but
especially in Spring
and Summer when
the Dbirds were
breeding and the
cornwasbeingsown
or ready for
harvesting.
Whether the little
corpses were eaten
by some families is
not recorded — spar-
rows were certainly
used as a form of
food in Norfolk as
late as the nineteen

thirties and
blackbirds and
thrushes were eaten

by a worker on Toots
farm at the turn of
the century.

&

. A

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP

Tel. (0734) 591231

Birds were not the
only creatures to be
destroyed. Payment
was also given for
polecats as late as
1830.

Sparrows or not,
there was abountiful
corn harvest in
the Summer and
Autumn of 1801 and
a special form of
prayer wasbought to
be used in Church in
thanksgiving. That
year life must have
seemed alittle easier
for many families.

Another special
form of prayer was
also bought in 1788
when George III
became ill in the
November. The fol-
lowing March yet
another was re-
quired to be used in
thanksgiving ‘‘for
His Majesty's
recovery from his
late indisposition’’.

That same year
there was a little dif-
ficulty over the hay
mead gate. It was
found in the river!
James Freebody and
Edward Spencer
were each paid five
pence for getting it
out.

Danger of
Flooding

Mention has been
made of ‘‘watch at
Caversham Bridge’'.
Just why people
were paid to do this
at certain times was
never clear. But in
1795 the answer is
given. On February
14 Richard Bet-
teridge was paid to
watch  Caversham
bridge ‘‘on account
of the bridge being
rendered unpassable
by flood"'. No doubt
Richard had to stay
up all night to warn
travellers at the
Caversham end if
they were attemp-
ting to cross over in
the dark.

An unbrella for

the Rector
The Rector of
Caversham during

this period was the
Reverend Vatas.

Much of his work in- .

the parish involved
either a journey on
horseback or on foot
and it appears he
(naturally) some-
times got wet, forthe
parish paid twoshill-
ings to buy him an
umbrella in 1789.
Ten years later Mr
Vatas died and
someone had to go to
Oxford toinform the
Dean of Christ
Church of his
decease. A journey
to Oxford by horse
wasthe only way the

people of Caversham-

could tell the Powers
that Be what had
come to pass, other
than by letter. Un-
fortunately it was
mid-winter. The ex-
pedition would have
been cold and dif-
ficultand involved a
night’slodging at Ox-
ford. Mr Vatas was
buried in London.
It may interest
readers to know that
the cost of sending a
letter to London in
1801 was seven-
pence in old money.
The penny post had
not yet commenced
so the epistle pro-
bably went by the

daily passenger
coach.
The ancient Griffin

inn was run by Mary
Clisold early in the
eighteen hundreds
and in 1805 she was
ordered to provide
beer for the ringers
“‘on account of the
glorious victory ob-
tained over the com-
bined fleets of
France and Spain by
Lord Nelson on Oc-
tober 21st™’

It came asrathera
surprise to learn that
St Peter’'s had a Sun-
day School as early as
1789. A Mrs Ruby
was in charge of its

welfare in 1801.
Later Hannah
Templer instructed
the children

(1817-1827). Hannah
was also cleaning the
church by the latter
date. She must have
been a good soul.

Asthere wasyetno
organ, singing wasac
companied by musi-
cians and in 1796 a
bass viola and strings
provided the music.
In 1809 a clarionet
and bassoon could be
heard on Sundays.

The church was
heated by coal fires
of some form and Mr
Freebody provided
halfaton of coals for
fifteen shillings in

1825.

A young member
of the Freebody
family, Peter,
became an appren-

tice and learnt “‘the
art and mystery of a
tailor’” in 1803. Not
for him the family
tradition of boat
building, ferrying
and fishing.

Several younglads
from the parish
became apprentices
to cordwainers
(shoemakers), no
doubt in Reading
where many such
businesses flourish-
ed. Yet another left
home to go to Net-
tlebed to learn birch
laying at the kiln
there, while
one went in 1800 to
Wokingham to train
asawheelwright. He
was Nathaniel

Green, a member of
the Green family
who were the local
photographers in
Caversham between
the eighteen eighties
and nineteen
twenty.

The account book
endsin 1830, some of
the last entries tell-
ing the beginnings of
working life for
several young Caver-
sham people. These
lads would have
been old men if they
lived into the last
quarter of that cen-
tury. By then they
would have noted
the steam launches
on the Thames,
Nathaniel the steam
engines beginning to
replace his waggons.
The next set of ac-
counts should make
interesting reading
forthe Victorian Age
was not far away.

M.K.

THE REFURBISHED VANDERSTEGEN
CHAPEL IN ST. PETER’S

— E.S. Archer

and porcelain.

I am interested in all types of
antiques and collectors items,
and especially furniture, silver

Deceased estates purchased and
houses cleared.

fGail Spence A
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer
I have bought and sold antiques
in Caversham for 15 years. My

business has been built on
personal recommendation.

For expert advice call me on 473011
There's no charge, and no obligation j
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Not only

FRUIT &

f VEGETABLES

Z but also a

r WHOLESOME
LOT MORE

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378 R

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

BATH LODGE
REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

LEW’S

CHAUFFEUR

SERVICE

* Dinners * Theatres
* Business Meetings
* Airports * Weddings

REASONABLE CHARGES

Tel: (0734) 588517
Car: 0860 565823

DUNCAN
MARSHALL
A man of peace

Duncan Marshall was
bornin 1896 in the small
village of Woodchurch,
Kent. His family were
staunch Methodists and
his mother played the
organinthelocal chapel.
Duncan attended the
village school and when
he left he worked as a
delivery boy for the near-
by grocery store, pushing
a cart around the village
with the groceries.

When war came  he
joined the Medical Corps
and worked in hospitals
in England and in Ger-
many. He already held
pacifist views, certainly
he had no wishtouse ari-;
fle and the sights that he
saw strengthened  his
views. He would tell, for
example, how he had
held  voung  wounded
soldiers down as the
surgeons ()[)CFXIIL‘L]
because the anaesthetics l
were ineffective
Following the war he
went to London and
worked with his brother
in a shoe shop. He was
not too keen on this and
cventually he started his
owndelicatessenshopin
Chiswick. He had by this
time, drifted away from
the church and instead
spent his Sundays walk-
ing witharambling club.
It was while returning
home on the train with a
friend that they began to
talk about church. Dun-
can then realised that
something  had  been
missing in his life and he
started attending church
again. In 1936 he married
Dorothy who helped
with  cooking  mar-
malades, pickles  and
chutneys to sell in the
shop.

The second war started
andin 1941 the shop was
bombed and completely
demolished. Fornearly a
year Duncan, Dorthy and
theirsmallson John lived
in the cellar beneath the
shop. Methodist friends
suggested that Duncan
should get in touch with
John Miller who had a
grocery  business  in
Reading. This he did and
Johninvited him to come
and work in Reading. So
in 1942 the Marshall fami-
Iy moved into rooms in
Tilehurst, later they mov-
c¢dtootherrooms in Pep-
pard Road. At first Dun-
can worked in Millers
Head Office in Kings
Road but the firm was ex-
panding and he became
Manager of a branch in
Prospect Street where he
worked until his retire-
ment at 69.

All the time he lived in
Emmer Green Duncan
was  a stalwart  of
Gosbrook Road
Methodist Church and
his friendly face will be
sadly  missed by the
members. He was a
talented man who could
make wood carvings and
tapestries,  play  the
ukulele banjo and har-
monica and who had a
love of gardening.

But his passion in life

was peace. War horrified

OBITUARIES
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him and he was a tireless
advocate for pacifism. He
wrote hundreds of letters
to  newspapers and
several were printed in
the Caversham Bridge. If
aminister or public figure
said something about
peace that he disagreed
with, he would write
politely giving his Chris-
tian viewpoint.

Duncan Marshall died
on January 31st, regret-
tably his last days were
saddened by the horrors
of the Gulf War but he
will assuredly receive his
reward in Heaven.

Duncan leaves his
wife, Dorothy, son John
and his wife Brenda and
a daughter Jean and her
husband Neil, and two
grandchildren.

Les Cooper
NB It was not generally
known that Mr Marshall
wrote the ‘nature’ articles
for the Bridge and the
cditors  will miss his
scasonal contributions.

GISELE ELLIS

WithdeepregretIreport

the passing away of
Gisele Ellis, wife of Harry
Ellis.

Gisele was
South West France in
1931. She came to
England (Caversham) in
1949, She was so warmly
welcomed  that  she
always said she became
Anglicised in a matter of
months.

She married Harry Ellis
in St Anne's Church,
South View Avenue and
her two children, Jean
Picrre and Dominique
were  educated at St
Anne’s School, then pass-
ing on to Hugh Faringdon
and St Joseph's Convent.

Throughout her life
Giscle kept close contact
with Caversham via the
Church, her husband's
business and the Caver-
sham Wine Makers' Cir-
cle. She worked for many
years for Norwich Union
Insurance Group. She
will be remebered as a
gay, lively, “English
Lady™ with a slight
French accent.

She was keptinformed
of the local activities by
the excellent postal ser-
vice - provided by the
“postal manager™ of the
Caversham Bridge, Miss
Stark. So many cards and
letters have already been
received. All will be
answered in time!

born in

HE

GUY WILLIAMS
The flag of St. George was
flying high atop the
Church of St. John the
Baptistin Midsomer Nor-
ton. It wasaFebruary day
and there was no obvious
reason,  no - patronal

festival or Saint's day,
why such a symbol was
50 visible. But, for those
gathering to give God
thanks for the life of Guy
Williams, the flag floating
in the breeze was an ex-
cellent indicator of our
mood: triumph, victory,
and deep gratitude for a
life well lived — these
were the constituent
clements we brought
with us.

Guy was born in 1914
on his father's farm near
Beaminster in Dorset. His
father's early death
prevented him from tak-
ing over the farm but it
was no surprise that the
land continued to be the
arena for his skills and
labour. He managed
farms in Wiltshire, near
Yeovil and then near
Swindon for nearly 30
years. He knew the
scasons and the crops.
the moods of nature, in-
timately. But he never
became, like some of

‘Thomas Hardy's dour

characters, a mere ad-

junct of “nature raw in

tooth and claw’’, bound
fatalistically by its chains
and hopelessness.

His work with the Na-
tional Farmers Union,
especially  the  oppor-
tunities that gave him to
shown children what life
on the farm was like, was
a great joy to him. His
1944  marriage  to
Margaret, an art teacher
then working on some of
the design features for the
Normandy invasion, was
ablessingtoboth of them
and the foundation of all
these developments of
character — hospitality,
friendship, geniality, and
dependable  goodness
that were to become
the contours of Guy'sen-
during personality. Guy
had been a Local
Preacher  since 1934
(younger than the quali-
fying age — what would
the Holy Spirit say about
that?) and his faith, too,
raised him above the
plane of resignation and
despair.

From 1972 Guy and
Margaret managed the
estate at Mapledurham. 1
have wonderful
memories of cream teas,
barking dogs, eagles lan-
ding, mills grinding,
lands  stretching, sun
shining, water lapping,
stories-u-telling, and cream
teas (the repetition of the
last is deliberate!). They
came to Haiti, fell in love
with the place, and never
let their interest drop.
They picked up waifs and
strays — and friendships
began which never end-
ed. Theirhome and their
hearts were wide, wide
open; wide, wide as the
ocean.

Guy

served all the

communities he lived in |,

by joining committees in

the secular and  ec-
clesiastical  sense.  He
wanted to make the

world better for people
tolive in. He served fora
number  of years on
Methodism's Rural life
Committee, working to
remind leaders of his
church of the needs of
country people. He was

an eternal optimist. If
there wasa prodigality of
love andaffection shown
towards all sorts and con-
ditions of men — it was
never at the expense of
his family. Richard; Paul
and Graham too were
secure inlove which, like
a proper farmhouse tea,
never gets consumed in
its entirety.

When and
Margaret left
Mapledurham in 1983 it
was to become useful in
Fawley, again both onthe
estate and in the village.
He and Margaret had mov
ed to Midsomer Norton
in November 1989. He
died after a very shortil-

Guy

Iness and we are all the
poorer for his passing.
We convey our love to
Margaret and the boys
(with their families). Long
may their memories
nourish them.

Guy was a mixture of
Dan Archer and Walter
Gabriel: the benevolent
and respected farmerand
the raconteur extraor-
dinaire. That flag on the
day of his funeral was a
symbol of the ressurec-
tion: we didn't go to
mournadeath butto give
thanks for a life, to
remember that life has
forever overcome death.
Guy is now telling his
stories to St. Peter!

Leslie Griffiths

Picture: P.J. Bean

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

GallienneSe

hmidl

CARPETS,

INTERIORS & DESIGN

37 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283

WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,

TILES ETC.

-

RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention
NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

\

K\ Caversham Park Village, Reading. J

PHOTOGRAPHERS

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

AT HOME

PASSPORT

90296

[.D Collinson cmpi.

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548

CA\
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Y IN CAVERSHAM

Time was when if |
couldn’t  think of
anything to writeaboutin
this column, a perusal of

i the local press would
il provide me with lots of
4 news aboutlocal people.

Alas this doesn’t often
happen these days, but |
was pleased to see a let-
terinthe ‘Chronicle’ form
Mr. Berry, a Prospect
Street Vet. Though not
specifically aimed at
Caversham it never-
theless pointed out that
there are alternatives in
identifying lost pets —
and we do have them in
Caversham from time to
time — otherthan expen-
sive scanners.

Much more to the
point Mr. Berry. em-
phasises that his service
does provide 24 hour
coverand I’'m more than
glad to be able to stress
this since on more than
one occasion friends
have been very happy to
find, on ringing the
surgery, that an injured
pet, whether the owneris
known or not, can be
broughtin atany time for
attention. All the staff
there are very caring and
helpful and my only com-
plaint is the system of
having to make appoint-
ments, except in extreme
emergency; it makes life
difficult  sometimes
especially with cats who
have an uncanny knack
of knowing when they

are wanted indoors for a
trot round to Prospect
Street—with three cats it
is impossible to keep
themindoors beforehand

ANIMAL CARE

And this gives me the
chance to offer a public
thankyou to Mr.
Chandler, our local wild-
bird specialist. Finding a
very exhausted pigeon in
the snow this winter and
notknowing who would
take him in for safe keep-
ing, we rang the local pet
shop who immediately
suggested Mr Chandler;
he agreed immediately to '
take the poor thing into
care and even rang us a
coupleofdays laterto say
the pigeon was greatly
improved and would, he
hoped, shortly be releas-

ed into the wild. Mind '*

you thisisn‘t the firsttime
I've found that on the
whole, in spite of what |
said last month, local
people do care very
much about animals, so
there is no excuse for
passing by on the other
side in this case.

GEE GEE PETS

Which leads me to tell
anyone who doesn't
know that the bunch of
ribbons outside the local
pet shop recently was
not, asone or two people
thought, to celebrate the

]

MWonldringe

0734 482584

SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE

FrROX

"For that special
occasion

Evening Gowns

Cocktail Wear

and

i HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

/

CHIROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Phone Reading 470762 - evenings

‘victory’inthe Gulf War.
Indeed, the general opi-
nion among Caversham
people seems to be that
victory parades and
celebrations were very
out of place after such a
brutal and bloody war as
we've just seen. But, as
Jill said, thankfulness and
relief is something dif-
ferentand nobody could
be more relieved than Jill

AY- o

The Mayor, Clir. Geof

and Jerry whose son,
Murray, serving with the
7th Armoured Brigade in
the Gulf, would, all being

well, soon be returningto,,

his wife and four yearold
daughter, Kirsty, to their
base in Germany.

Ithas been quite awor-
rying time for them but,
as always, they managed
to keep as cheerful as
ever. Surpisingly
enough, on the day Mur-
ray and his friends mov-
ed into action, young
Guy of ‘42nd Street’ fame
travelled to London only
to find the stations there
were under attack. His
company has now mov-
ed to the Dominion in
Tottenham Court Road,
so no doubt the family
will see more of him fora
while at least.

CROSSING PROBLEMS

| wonder how many
Caversham people still
remember the lollipop
lady who did yeoman
service for years at the
corner of George Street
and Gosbrook Road. |
believe she was removed
for reasons of economy,
butshe was broughtback
to mind vividly lately
when | heard of the cam-
paign to have a crossing
installed somewhere in
the same area. Judy
MacDevitthasonly been
on the Council forashort
while, butshe has proved
herself great at
spearheading campaigns
like this. I've no wish to
get political about this,
but | do think she
deserves praise forall she
has done and have no
hesitation in reminding
people with problems
that her surgeries are held

regularly at Caversham

Library from 10.30— 12
noon, the nextone being
20th April. And I'm told
Judy is a most ap-
proachable person.

ALLNUTS
I was very sorry to
dicover this family were
moving on again, this
time to Wallingford. It
doesn’tseem all that long

il

than a supply of goods.
There is a lovely at-
mosphere in both these
shopsanairofbeingable
to browse and relax and
a great deal of
friendliness.

BOOKS GALORE

| was interested to hear
the result of the draw for
Great Books of the
Western World and to
know that Carole Wyatt
who has lived in Caver-
sham for several years
and is a research Fellow

2 at the local University,

recently won £1,500

worth of these books. She | |

41 tells me she has not yet

f Canning with Carole
Wyatt and Lindsay Mullaney of the Caversham
Bookshop.

ago that they started out
selling kitchen ware in
Prospect Street, moving
on to Donkin Hill where
they established
themselves asbeingable
to provide so much kit-
chen equipment, par-
ticularly in the field of
cake making. People
came from all over
Reading and Caversham
to take advantage of their
excellentserviceand I'm
afraid this will be a blow
to many; unfortunately it
seems to be all part and
parcel of the current pro-
blems shopkeepers are
having.

JILL’S CORNER

I was reminded recent-
ly that I'd not written
about Jill and Tony Toft
who broughtJill’s corner
to Prospect Street some
months ago after being
ousted from Duke Street
to make way for the new
development. Actually
they are Caversham peo-
ple, but started selling
first in the Emporium
alongside ourold friend,
Pat Howard, who owns
the antique shop on the
other side of Prospect
Street. Their very packed
shop is well worth a visit
for many reasons, but

probably their main trade |:

is in postcards of all
shapes, sizes, and time;
they have over 25,000,
advertise nationally and
do get dealers from all
over the country and
abroad. Butdon't let that
put you off — some of

their cards are very inex-
pensive and could pro-|,

vide a wealth of interest
for anyone who would
like to collect.

Like Pat Howard, Jill
and Tony, offer more

had time to tackle any of | |

them but no doubt they

will keep her busy for a| |

long while and nobody
could be more happy for
her than John and Lind-
say atour local bookshop
who helped to publicise
the draw.

WOMEN'S DAY OF
PRAYER

Always happy to pass
on congratulations if ask-
ed, | was pleased to be
asked by a lady | know
who takes a keen interest
in whatgoes on in Caver-
sham, to be sure to men-
tion the Women’s World
Day of Prayer Service,
particularly the evening
one which this year was
held on 1st March at the
New Testament Church
of God. The theme this
year was Journeying
Together and the
background much con-
cerned with Kenya. It was
a happy evening and
thanks must be given to
the Church for
hospitality, which
cluded refreshments after
the service and the

chance for people to get

together.

their |
in-|
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Suwmmerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:
THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164
Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

HEITIRLOOMS
of the

Beautiful,
| affordable,
. handmade
S (S S

=~ furniture designed
to meet your cwn needs,
or match an existing prece.

Our craftmanship is priceless
our furniture—isn't!

1el: 0734 461571

Home: 475467

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham.
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

FORT

(The Entertaining Cooks )
x UP-MARKET CATERING

Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guideJ

HAT SPECIAL OCCASION

ELE

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER

CTRICAL

Office and Domestic

New Installations & Maintenance
Data Wiring — Burglar Alarms

Fire Alarms

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

Reading, RG4 7EZ
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J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS, '
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING ’
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

46 Chazey Road
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7DU
‘ Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

 MASTER CARPENTER

Commercial & Industrial
Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments * Development

* Property Management

George Chilvers
__&Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A.5..¢..

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451

| the

WOMEN’S WORLD
DAY OF

PRAYER

On Friday 1st March
1991 the Caversham
District Women’s World
of Prayer Service was
held for the first time in
New Testament
Church of God, Caver-
sham. The Rev.
Lawrence welcomed us
and Mrs Isalene Thornhill
led the Service, which
this year had been
prepared by the women

| of Kenya of the theme
1On

The Journey
Together”. Our Speaker
Miss Patsy Martin gave a
very challenging talk and
the young people’s Choir
proved to be really
enjoyable.

We became aware as
the Service progressed
how Jesus travels
alongside us on our dai-
ly journey, and how it is
possible for us to bring
our problems to him at
any time. We found these
words written by the
women of Kenya very

| helpful:

Lord God, | bring you

- My sins for your
forgiveness

-My hopes, my aims, my

ambitions  for  your
blessings.

-My temptations foryour
strength.

- My words and duties
and responsibilities for

| your help.

- My family, friends and
all loved ones for your
care and protection.

- My sickness for your
healing.

Further on in the Ser-
vice the congregation in
two halves had to turn
and face each other.
Whilst one half was
speaking the other half
made actions of walking
on the spot, and then we
changed over.

As the East is far
from the West, so

Right
(Left

Half is my sister. Her
Wal- colour, culture
king) and country are
notlike mine, but
allTknow is: “We
areonthejourney
together.”’
Left Sometimes the
(Right journey to
Half heaven can be
Wal- long and dreary
king) but Jesus pro-

From page 11

plants and gardening re-

| quisites forsale. As usual,

Mrs Snow was ready to
give advice on gardening
problems and everyone
was eager to get their par-

i| ticular query solved. Dur-
i| ing the evening Mrs

Snow demonstrated the

SERVICE

mises to be with
me to the end of
time, and so like
Mary journeying
to her cousin
Elizabeth I will go
to by sister and
tell her: “We are
on the journey
together.”’

Even those who
are young may
grow weary and
faint, but my sister
and | will rise on
wings like eagles,
we will run and
not be weary
because: “We are
on the journey
together.”

The devil, like a
roaring lion, may
waylay me wan-
ting to devour
me, but with the
whole armour of
God, | will stand
and bravely tell
my sister. “We
areon the journey
together.”

When the
journeyingisend-
ed, itwill be time
to see God faceto
face and to hear
him say, “Well
done good and
faithful servant,
enter into the joy
of Lord,” ““We
have been on the
journey

together.”

Right

Left

All

We then asked God to
help us realise that there
is no participation in
Christ without participa-
tion in God’s mission to
the world.

Afterthe Service we en-
joyed delicious sand-
wiches and cakes with
tea and coffee and atime
of fellowship together.

Mostof the churchesin
Caversham take part in
the Service, and we form
part of a worldwide link
upon the first Friday of
March each year when
this same Service is
shared by groups of peo-
ple meeting togetherina
diversity of church
buildings  throughouts
and twenty-four hours of
that day, all around the
world.

Ann Knee-Robinson

way toarrange a hanging
basket — this time using
halfabin linerto hold the
compost— notforgetting
to pierce some holes for
drainage. She also show-
ed the members how to
take cuttings  from
fuchsias etc. and explain-
ed that begonias should
be planted hollow side
upwards. The chairman
then asked the members
to show their apprecia-
tion to Mrs Snow for the
informative and en-
joyable evening.
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PRESENTATION TO
MRS LYDIA SMITH

Mrs Lydia Smith of 42,
Mander Court, Caver-
sham, has been collec-
ting used stamps for
the Cancer Research
Campaign for the past
25 years.

On Friday, 8th
March she was
presented with a cer-
tificate by the local
representative Gillian
MacKenzie, in
thankful recognition
of this feat. Mrs Smith

began collecting
stamps when she and
her husband lived in
Bayswater; she was
employed by the
Hospital Board as a
messenger, delivering
and collecting the cor-
respondance, and so
began collecting the
used stamps.

After some years
they moved to

Photo: E.S. Archer

Reading to be nearer
their family and even-
tually settled in
Mander Court, where
Lydia (usually known
as Lilian) and her hus-
band, Charles, are still
very pleased to
receive your used
stamps. (Used stamps
well Cancer Research
Campaign’s coffers by
about £5000 a year —
so please don’t throw
your used stamps
|away!)

Presentation of a certificate to Mrs Lydia Smith of 42, Mander Court,
by local rep. Gillian Mackenzie.

WELCOME TO WOODCOTE WAY

When I recently
wrote a little
farewell article to
Mr and Mrs
Johnson, who were
retiring from Wood-
cote Way Stores, I
mentioned the new
proprietors in a brief
greeting. Now I
would like to devote
a little more space to
welcome them to
Mapledurham and
Caversham.

Mr and Mrs Butt
were born in the
Punjab area of
Pakistan. Before
coming to Woodcote
Way they were liv-
ing in Slough. They
have a family of

three — two boys
Junaid aged 8 and
Jawad, 7, who both
go to Micklands
Little
Mehrish, an attrac-
tive four year old,
goes to a local play
group. This is Mr

School.

E.S. Archer

lifeline. I was most
grateful to hear this
and I know many
others will also be
glad that groceries
can still be brought
to their door.

It was very
heartening to hear

and Mrs Butt’s first Mr. Butt say how

venture in to the welcoming people in
world of shopkeep- the district had been
ingand Mr Butt has, to him and his
Iamdelighted tosay, family.

decided to keep on{ Mrand Mrs Butt —
the grocery delivery we send you our
round which Mr greetings and hope
Johnson provided. by now you happily
He will be giving an settled in your new
invaluable service to home. We extend to
the local communi- you every good wish
ty, as many elderly for your future in
and housebound Woodcote Way.

folk depend on this M.K

I i
TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

Robirw
OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS

ROBIN JAMES
OPTOMETRISTS
44, CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM READING
TELEPHONE (0734) 472099

©® CONTACT LENSES
© DESIGNER FRAMES
© VARILUX CENTRE
© GLAUCOMA TESTING

ao

© COMPUTER ASSISTED
VISION EXAMINATION

© OPPOSITE WAITROSE

B2

QUALITY * FASHION « SERVICE « COMPETITIVE PRICES
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CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 1991

Maplewood W.I.

On a lovely sunny after-
noon members were
taken on a holiday trip
through the beautiful
scenery and around the
towns and villages of
Yorkshire by Mrs J.
Milward and her box fo
slides.

Nominations for Com-
mittee were taken ready
for next month’s AGM.

The Flower of the
Month was won by Mrs
Housedon  with a
snow-drop.

On a very cold and
snowy day a Coffee Mor-
ning was held at Mrs
Heather Baker’s at which
£27 was raised for the
R.N.L.B.

Chazey W.I.

Atthe February meeting,
Chazey Wl were urged to
take partin more sportby
Sally Hunt of the Sports
Council. She told
members how recrea-
tional facilities were set
up and how some of
them were funded.

Sally was thanked by
Leonara Bowden. Vera
Piper was the competi-
tion winner — a knitted
novelty in the form of a
house tea cosy. Dorothy
Churcher won the raffle.

Rosehill W.I.

The February meeting
was on the 6th when,

despite a bitterly cold
afternoon, a large
number of members at-
tended. Mrs Weller gave
information about
preparations for the
Group meeting in May.

Two ladies, Mrs Dick
and Mrs Cook, had
recently visited the W.I.
House at Mortimer, so
Mrs Dick described it in
detail; it is hoped more
will be able to pay a visit
soon.

The talk, illustrated by
slides, was by MrRichard
Scottfrom the Herb Farm
at Sonning Common.
Much work has been
done in the five years
since he started. He mov-
ed an old barn from
Grazely, re-built it and
landscaped the area with
various shaped beds. The
latest project is a maze,
already planned, to be
opened this summer.
Members were able to
purchase pots of herbs at
the end.

There was an exhibi-
tion of written recipes us-
ing herbs.

Caversham
Afternoon
Townswomen's
Guild

In January Mrs Dixon
gaveatalk on dolls of Vic-
torian times, holding up
each doll of her collec-
tion and giving an insight
of each one's country of
origin.

CROWN BUTCHERS
75 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks

Tel: (0734) 751600
Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN.
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL

12% % Discount given on
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS
OVER £40

For the February
meeting when it was cold
and  gloomy out

members were warmed
and cheered by Mr
Sands’ talk and slides of
the bygone era of the Old
Time Music Hall. With
the help of some tapes
and recordings he played
the songs made famous
by Vesta Tilley and
others. Their audiences
made it a real treat, and
took their food to eat,
some of which
sometimes landed on the
stageifthey didn’tlike the
artiste. Song sheets were
sold for one shilling by
thedozens, and started in
the eighteeth century.

All new members are
welcome at the meetings
on the third Thursday in
the month at Church
House at 2.15pm.

Caversham
Ladies Club

Mrs Horwood, Chair-
man, opened the
meeting and welcomed
the members who had
braved the bitterly cold
elements to attend this
afternoon’s meeting. At-
tendance was well down
and a long list of
apologies was received.
Club business was at-
tended to and two dates
given to members to
enterintheirdiaries. The
first was a full day’s
outing to Southsea on
May 14th, the second
September 17th fora half-
day mystery tour ending
at Chiltern Chase Lodge
for tea. Other outings
were still to be arranged.

It was now time to in-
troduce Mr Leeke who
was giving aslide show of
atrip he and his wife had
taken on a Greyhound
bus, starting at New York
and travelling down
through America. The
slides of the deserts,
Rockies and their col-
ossal height were really
wonderful to see, and as
they had been photo-
graphed in brilliant sun-
shine they made the
members forget the cold
outside. What surprised
his audience were the
slides of brilliant col-
oured flowers found
amongst the huge
Rockies. How could
plants surviveand livein
the heat and lack of soil?
Lots of various birds were
shown in their natural
habitat and on the
journey down to San
Diego, beautiful trees
and sea shores. The Zoo
in San Diego is enor-
mous. One needs the
transport the Zoo pro-
vides to getjust partof the
view of its size, and the
animals had so muc
spacetoroamin, likening
it nearly to their own
habitat, without the fear
of two ‘aitches’, hunger

and hunters to worry
them. The journey then
continued on to
Pasedena, and then onto
Los Angeles, but sadly
time had caughtupinthe

Club meeting.
Refreshments were serv-
ed and members

departed with a warm
feeling of an enjoyable
afternoon and were now
ready to face the
elements once more.

Caversham
Darby and Joan
Club

Since the last report in
September the Club
membership has remain-
ed about the same. Some
members have moved
away from Caversham to
Warden-assisted  flats
etc., making it more dif-
ficult for them to attend
the Club. However new
people have moved into
the area to live with sons
and daughters and have
joined us, so member-
ship stands at 48 with an
average attendance of
around 35. We have
been well supplied with
interesting speakers who
have to bring their own
equipment to show their
beautiful slides. We have
been transported in im-
agination to places so dif-
ferent in culture climate
and history as Tonga,
Scotland, Corsica,
Australia, Malta and The
Chilterns. The Firtree
Singers and The Silver
Liners also have given us
enjoyable Wednesday
afternoons with their
songs and poems. We
would like to thank all the
kind people who have
entertained and informed
ussowell. Bingoisstilla
monthly event ably run
by Mrs E Wallis and Mr
Painter. The Highlight of
the Autumn session was
the presentation of the
well-deserved W.R.V.S.
15 years long-service
medal to committee
member Mrs Dora Smith
by Mrs Evelyn Boot the
Area Organiser. Thiswas
followed by a photo ses-
sion and in-house party.
mrsJuy Morrish W.R.V.S.
District Organiser and
Mrs  Gillian  Reid
W.R.V.S. Senior Citizens
Officer also gave us very
interesting insight in to
the Life of a Magistrate. A
talk by Age Concern,
Talks and Slides on
Turkey and Ireland and
Outing to the Cotswolds
and to the Coast are still
to come. The Club meets
every Wednesday at
Church House Caver-
sham at 2pm.

Caversham
Community
Association

The members met for a
social evening on the 4th
February and had a plea-||
sant time. As it was the
first Monday in the
month there were some
bargains available on the
Nearly New stall with
Evelyn Cook ready to
help the customers.

Due to the cold snowy
weather the Valentine
party arranged for the
11th  February was
cancelled. However, the
following Monday the
weather improved and
there was a good atten-
dance for the
photographic slide show
and talk by the welcome
visitor, Mrs Mairwen
West. The members were
enthralled by the ex-
cellent photographs that
Mrs West displayed of
the visit, with her hus-
band, to the United States
when they toured Califor-
nia and the surrounding
area. Interesting views of
Disneyland gave the au-
dienceaninsightintothe

film  studios and
reminders of famous car-
toon characters. The

most spectacular sights
were portrayed on the
photographs taken from
an aeroplane on a flight
over the Grand Canyon
and Colorado river. The
many colours and gran-
deur of the landscape
were mostimpressive, as
were later, views of the |
desert, mountains and |
lakes. At the completion
of the talk, Beryl Lat-
cham, the Chairman,
thanked Mrs West for an
interesting evening. Mrs
West then explained that
she gives the donation |
shereceived tothe Helen !
House Hospice. !

Mrs Pat Snow visited
the club the following
week, and pleased the
many gardeners by bring-
ing a wide selection of |
dahlia and begonia
tubers, pots of bulbs,

Turn to page 10
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' PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CI.LEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

FREE ESTIMATES

Ph one Daytime 477466

Evenings 461701

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS
ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE
* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH
* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL
* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED
* CONSERVATORIES
FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

EPLACEMENT

o’ INDOWS.

V & | HARDWARE

® D.IY. ® GARDENING
® PETFOODS ® HOUSEWARES
® ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING
® KEY-CUTTING

10 MILESTONE WAY,
EMMER GREEN

Tel: 474538

Suprema

OFFERS

32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

|

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road Telephone
Caversham Reading
Reading 479642
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CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

- CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE
\FIXING BY OUR OWN
\  FIXING EXPERTS
) Ree
55 Donkin Hil %
Caversham King
Reading RG4 ODG\

0734 478853/479163

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 1991

@AVERSHAM

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

OOKSHOP

rp—

R furfi|

Silk and Dried Flower Arrangements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO

YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233 H

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

M. ]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES
18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582
Yﬁ”
D

S

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -

Property Maintenance - Patios
Internal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

Central Heating
General Repairs

K. C. BARNES
& SON

209 Kidmore Road
Caversham

Telephone:
481929

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS
By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS
BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

Reading 478607

EXETER

Devon
Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment. fully fur-
nished. available for lettings
Situated on banks of River Exe.
within short distance of Cathedral
and town centre
CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall
Tel. 475661

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

MIKE
THOMAS
OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way

and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

QUALIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST

Mark Chuter A.A.R

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversh;m
Reading

0734 477192 RGaoma

J. LUCKETT

(Insurance Services)
LTD
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

14 Church Street, (second floor)
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130

GENERAL BUILDER

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read- °

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality
Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

Carpenter & Joiner

s PETER
ANY TIME . MAY
Phone Reading 478175
KAY CLIFFE
NOW STATE REGISTERED
FABRI KATE || CHIROPODIST
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
Bop Fl‘mrl'nlinn announces her practice at

Phone “BAJJER ARTS"
Broadway House
0628 781883

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

Specialising in Victorian houses and renovations,
also Roofing, Plastering and Carpentry

FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.
ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,
BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday
e

J.R. McCARDLE
STONEMASON

Fine Memorials in
Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all
other masonry
undertaken

READING 62362

A. F. JONES

MASTER
MASONS

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING

Telephone
573537

TOMALIN & SON

(N.A.F.D.)

Funeral
Directors

48 New Street
Henley-on-Thames

Telephone 3370

DAY AND NIGHT

ARTHUR

BUTLER
N.A.F.D.

FUNERAL
DIRECTORS
Telephone
(0491) 573370

Director:
Mr Elkington
15 Chiltern Bank,
Peppard Common
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