A MAJOR planning ap-
plication, involving
the largest single area
of land in Caversham
since Caversham Park
Village was built in the
1960s, has been unveil-
ed by Redland
Properties.

The Caversham
Lakes proposal will
transform the gravel
pit off Henley Road in-
toalandscaped water-
side park open to the
public.

Covering an 'area
similar in size to Lon-
don’s Hyde Park, the
scheme will have ma-
jor benefits for public
amenity, leisure,
nature conservation,
employment, housing
and’transportation in
Greater Reading and
South Oxfordshire.

Most of the site is in
South  Oxfordshire
district with a small,
wooded area lying in
Reading Borough. A
planning application
and environmental
assessment has been
submitted to South Ox-
fordshire  District
Council, Reading
Borough Council and
also .  Wokingham
District Council where
the bridge joins south
of the Thames.

In the opinon of
Redlands’ Dick
Chenery: ‘‘Caversham
Lakes will be an enor-
mous environmental
asset for the area as a
whole. It gives to the
public a water land-
scape of great scenic
ecological value as well
as helping relieve
Reading'’s traffic pro-
blems with the con-
struction of a new
Thames Bridge."’

Improvements
would be made to ex-
isting roads to assist
traffic flow away from
the site and approach
roads to the bridge
would be constructed
to connect with
Berkshire County
Council's proposed se-
cond stage of the
Reading Cross Town
Route.

It is forecast that in
the Readingurbanarea
the traffic relief pro-
vided by the bridge
would lead to overall
savings in delays at
junctions of some 15
percent in the morning
rush hour and 32 per-
cent in the evening.
Sonning village would
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benefit by an
estimated 25 percent
reduction in rush hour
traffic movements.
The traffic flow
changes would not pre-
judice  Berkshire's
plans for improved
public transport ser-
vices. In addition, as
part of this develop-
ment, it is proposed
that minibuses will
operate a shuttle ser-
vice between Reading
centre, Reading
railway stationand the
business park,
facilitating inter-
change with other
local bus services and
improving the ac-
cessibility of the site to
rail travellers.
The Site

Caversham Lakes
will occupy Redland
Aggregates’ 350 acre
Caversham site on the
north bank of the River
Thames where mineral
extraction will soon be
exhausted. It current-
ly accommodates a
private marina and
boating club which will
remain, but the site as
a whole has not
previously been ac-
cessible to the general
public.

New Road
and Bridge
Reading'stwo Thames
crossings to Caver-
sham have long been
inadequate for current
traffic volumes and
drivers trying to avoid
Reading congestion by
using the bridge
downstream at Sonn-
ing have spread the
problem. It is forecast
that provision of anew
bridge would con-
tribute significant
relief for Readingitself
and Sonning village
would benefit by an
estimated 25 percent

reduction in rush hour
traffic movements.
As part of its in-
frastructure measures,
Redland proposes a
dual carriageway road
from the Thames
Valley Business Park,
crossing the river on a
new Thames bridge to
serve the Caversham
lakes scheme, reduc-
ing to single car-
riageway and joining
Henley Road to the
north of the site. The
new bridge would do
much to improve traf-|
fic conditions on the
approaches to the
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town centre and will
be designed, with ad-
vice -from the Royal
Fine Arts Commission,
asan elegant, low level
structure, discreetly
adding to the river
view.

Mr Chenery observ-
ed ‘“The demand for a
new bridge has been
spoken of for years
and certainly local
traffic problems may
well have discouraged
new businesses from
coming to the area.
There are many
precedents for private
enterprise con-
tributing to public ser-
vices — the A329M ex-
tension is one local ex-
ample — and we
believe that this
scheme, taken in its
entirety, will prove of
benefittoa wide range
of interests.”’

New Public
Amenity
Under the plan, 275
acres of the site will be
opened up to public ac-
cess as a country park
and nature reserve,
thoughtfully enhanc-
ed and managed to at-
tract a wide variety of
wildlife and to provide
an equally attractive
educational and
recreational resource
for local people. ‘‘The
park will be a joy to be
in,”” said Michael
Aukett, of Aukett Ltd,
architects and land-
scape consultants for

the scheme.

The existing ecology
of the site will be
carefully conserved.
But substantial further
environmental
enhancement
measures are fun-
damental to the
scheme. These include
re-contouring the lake
and land area to form
islands, shallows,
ponds, and swamps
which will help create.
a wider diversity of
habitats to encourage
many different
species. The proposals
include a field study
centre and bird wat-
ching hides.

Those with a more
casual interest in
nature are well catered
for with an extensive
network of footpaths
providing waterside
and woodland walks.

The southern part of

Turn to page 2
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FUTURE?

Following earlier exhibitions, two further exhibitions, including a detailed model of the scheme,
will be staged at two venues in Caversham in April.

They will be on Wednesday, April 17, at Mapledurham Pavilion, Upper Woodcote Road,
Caversham Heights, from 3pm until 8pm and on Thursday, April 18 at the Milestone
Centre’s Youth Wing, Northbrook Road, Caversham Park Village, again from 3pm until 8pm.
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A third Thames bridge would dramatically reduce peak hour congestion on both Caversham
Bridge (here) and Reading Bridge.
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' thesite, focused onthe
, existing marina, vyill
continue to provide
scope for boating and
other quiet, water-
based activities.

LOOKING
BAC

| WAS sitting in an
armchair in a fairly
strung up frame of
mind, when | caught
sight of a
photograph of
myself taken when |
was eighteen
months old (signed
by Marcus Adams,
don’t you know).
I've just celebrated
my 22th birthday,
about to have my
fifth tooth crowned,
and been told by my
doctorto knock offa
few pounds and
keep off saturated
fat.

We all look back
on our lives from
time to time, don't
we?! The happy
memories, some
sadness  perhaps.
The summers
always seemed to
be hotter during
childhood, and the
days longer.

Itis easy to be in-
trospective. If only
this, if only that. If
only aunty had not
had to go into a
home.....Ishouldbe
rich! If only | had
taken that job.....
money forold rope!
If only the kids had
been sent to that
school they
wouldn’t  have
seemed as dim as
they do now, may
even had gone to
university.

Heck!ifonly I had
known, when the
photograph  was

taken, what | do
now!

Itmay soundsilly,
but there is one
useful  function
(besides nostalgia)
inlooking back over
one’s life now and
again, and that s as
a means of looking
forward. We can
see, if we are
positive and
truthful, how there
will have been times
when certain doors
have closed, for in-
stance a redundan-
cy, inordertoallow
another door to
open. Anew and ex-
citing job, less pay
maybe, but more
time to spend with
the family. To see
this we have to be
honest with
ourselves. We have
to ignore the “if
onlys” and think
positive.

Life can be hum-
drum and hectically
busy all at the same
time. Under these
circumstances the
devil will bein there
in very short order.
He can offer one or
more of a number of
temptations.

Firstly, he could
tell us we are far too
busy to sitdown and
be quiet, but that is
notsubtle. Thedevil
is clever enough to
know thatwe would
not fall for that one.
We all know that we
need time to relax.

He is much more
likely to lead us
astray by reminding
us about all the
things we are sup-
osed to be doing,
and telling us we
have notimeto “Be
still and know that |
am God"'.

He can play on the
apathy which
comes from routine.
With some he
would be even
more successful if
he were to suggest
that so long as we
were not actually
“‘anti’”’ we are not
doingany particular
harm.

We can also be
tricked into believ-
ing that our “if
onlys' are a luxury,
to be indulged in
sparingly. We all
know that if we
allow a single
recrimination  to
enter our lives, that
it could be the one
destructive element
which would come
to haunt us on our
death-bed.

This lent, if we do
nothing else, let us
see if we can careful-
ly work out how a
merciful God has
brought us, in spite
of some devastating
setbacks perhaps, to
where we are now.
We should then be
more prepared and
able to be guided by
him in the time we
have left.
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Business and
employment

To enable the en-
vironmental enhance-
ment to proceed, and
to help finance the
associated  highway
proposals, the Caver-
sham Lakes Scheme in-
cludes provision for
business and residen-
tial use on 75 acres,
about one fifth of the
total site area.

The scheme pro-
poses 750,000 sq ft of
business space withina
separate commercial
zone in the northeast

THE FUTURE

part of the site. The
buildings and surroun-
ding landscaped areas
would be of the highest
architectural quality,
designed to a low den-
sity on 55 acres qnd
creating an attractive
working environment
forabout 2,500 people.
Housing
The adjacent residen-
tial area covers 20
acres. Designed to
reduce pressure on ex-
isting housing stock in
South Oxfordshireand
surrounding districts,
it makes provision for

approximately ‘._.7()0
homes in a quiet,
waterside location.

Separate vehicularac-
cess to this area of
Caversham Lakes will
ensure that there is no
physical link between
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the housing, business
and country park
areas.

Flood Alleviation

Caversham Lakes
lies within the Thames
flood plain and the site
is of strategic impor-
tance in the control
and accommodation of
floodwater. Redland’s
hydrological  con-
sultants have proposed
a scheme which will
preserve the site's
flood control function,
allowing the artificial
storage of flood water
displaced from the
development area.

This technical solu-
tion, which is fully
compatible with the
site'secology, hasbeen
formulated following
discussions with the
National Rivers
Authority and . will
form part of astrategic

flood plan for the river
between
Mapledurham 4
Shiplake. &
Phasing

If planning permijs-
sion were forthcoming
in early 1992 the first
part of the businesg
development could bhe
completed  during
1995, after completion
of the highways in-
frastructure. The en-
tire development ig
unlikely to be com-
pleted until the end of
this decade or possibly
early into the 21st
century.

It is envisaged that
the business park will
be built in severa]
phases, the first phase
being occupied only
when the link road and
Third River Crossing
arein place. The hous-
ing units will be con-
structed
independently.

The above article presents the plans and views of the developers. For a different
viewpoint see Watchdog’s comments on page 8.

POST BAG

Dear Editors,

Very many thanks for the
superb spread on Feed the
Children in the February
issue. [ really didn’t expect
front page treatment — you
have done us proud.

|am sure that we will get
agood response from your
readers, both in terms of
tins of fruitand other goods
and also offers of help that
we will accept with much
gratitude.

We now have our
warehouse — it is the old
research and development
building at Huntley and
Palmers, Gasworks Road.
We have three thousand
square feet (about the size
of two tennis courts) at a
nominal  rental  from
Reading Borough Council
andlam currently busy fit-
ting it out with donated
racking.

We anticipate our work
willincrease considerably in
the coming months. Weare
about to take on com-
mitments in  Bulgaria,
where there s also much
poverty, no fuel, and
serious health problems
caused by the Chernobylin-
cident. I'll report on this
later. The authorities in
Albania are also making
facilities available for our
field worker to visit there
and | anticipate we'll be

The Editors wish to make it
clear that the views express-
ed in this newspaper do not
necessarily reflect the opi-
nion of the board.

Published by Caversham

Christian News Ltd, Church

Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: Reading 471703.

Printed by Thames Valley
Newspapers Ltd, Tessa

Road, Reading.

trucking goods there within
three months. Itis likely that
we will be the first Western
relief agency to operate
there.

Again, many thanks for
the publicity. I'll keep in
touch

Yours etc

Peter Annereau,
Procurement Support

Feed the Children
23 Prospect Street,
Caversham

Dear Editors,
Melody Radio
— 104.9FM

Inthe autumn of last year
readers may recall seeing
commercialson|TV for the
above new radio station
which  broadcasts  for
twenty-four hours each
day, seven days a week.
Longagoldecided never to
be persuaded by any com-
mercial shown in TV.

However, on visiting my

barber in Gosbrook Road |
oneday for the monthly trim |

I was surprised to find that
he was not playing his tapes
of the Big Bands, such as
Glenn Miller, Artie Shaw,
etc (both my barber and
myself being Big Band
buffs). Instead I listened to
a superb programme of
golden oldies and not so
oldies of both Vocals and
Orchestras. When | en-
Quired what was the tape he
was playing he told me it
was the new Melody Radio
station

This prompted me onmy
return home to tune in my
1adio to this new station,
andlhave beenlistening to
iton and off ever since. -

Why do find this station
so popular? Firstly because
it plays the kind of music
like — the Vocals and Or-
chestras of the thirties, for-
ties, fifties and sixties.
Secondly because there is
no DJ chitchat — simply the
announcement of the
records played after every
fourorfive records. Thirdly

the news headlines are
given every hour on the
hour, and fourthly there are

only one or two short
adverts in each hour.

The music is sweet and
melodious with none of the
modern pop — in shortitis
easy listening, especially for
the older members of the
community.

Yours etc.

Pete Littlewood
11 Moss Close
Caversham.

NEIGH

1. Endeavour to giv
emergency.

. Provide transport

have on file.

9.30-11.30am. Tel:

479048 or 476181)

Open: Tuesdays and
noon.

AT |
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD

BOURS

who will:

e help in a domestic

. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

on essential journeys

for the elderly & handicapped

. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday

483466.

Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.
ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE
THE “‘POP-IN‘* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone totalk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Thursdays 10amto 12

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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ANGLICAN

St Peter’s

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Holy Communion
9.156am — Procession of Palms from Caversham
Court gardens (meet 9.10am)
11.15am — Morning Prayer
3.30pm — Half hour service for children under
twelve
6.30pm — Evensong
Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th,
Wednesday 27th
7.00pm — Holy Communion
28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
9.30am — Holy Communion
8.00pm — Sung Eucharist, Stripping of the Altar
and all night candlelit Vigil in church
ending on
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
8.00am — Holy Communion
12noon-
3.00pm — Three hours’ Devotion led by Canon
Colin Semper
31st March — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Holy Communion
9.15am — Holy Communion (sung)
11.15am — Morning Prayer
6.30am — Easter Praise

St John's

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Holy Communion (1662)
9.15am — Parish Communion (Parade
11.00am — Family Worship/Activities
6.30pm: — Christian Passover meal
25th March — Monday
8.00pm — Eucharist and address
Mary — Offering
26th March — Tuesday
2.30pm — MU Service in Church
8.00pm — Eucharist and address
Peter — Denying
27th March — Wednesday
8.00pm — Eucharist and address
Judas — Betraying
28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — Liturgy of the Day (Concelebrated)
Remembering
followed by watch to midnight
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
12.00 noon— 3 Hours Service
30th March — HOLY SATURDAY
8.00pm — Service of Light, Baptism, and First
Eucharist of Easter
31st March — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Holy Communion (1662)
10.00am — Family Eucharist
6.30pm — Informal Prayer & Praise in Church
There will be a Eucharist in Church at 12.00 noon on
every day in Easter Week

St Andrew’s

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Eucharist & distribution of palms
9.15am — Family Eucharist (Sung) & distribution
* of palms
11.15am — Eucharist & distribution of palms
6.30pm — Evensong
Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th,
Wednesday 27th
8.00pm — Eucharist with address led by Fr.
Damian Garwood CR |
28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — Sung Eucharist, Washing of Feet.
Preacher — Fr. Damian Garwood
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am — Good Friday Liturgy, Adoration of the
Cross
11.00am — Children’s Service
30th March — EASTER EVE
8.30pm — Easter Vigil and Service of Light
(incense)
31st March — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Eucharist
9.15am — Family Eucharist
11.15am — Eucharist
6.30pm — Evensong

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK & EASTER

St Barnabas

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am — Communion 1662
9.30am — PALM PROCESSION & PARISH
COMMUNION Starting in the hall.
4.30pm — Evensong and address.
28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.30pm — THE LAST SUPPER
Communion in the context of a meal,
followed by the WATCH in church
until midnight.
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
2.00pm — PROCLAMATION OF THE CROSS
(no communion)
30th March — HOLY SATURDAY
9.00pm — Waiting for the Risen Christ. (Readings
from the vigil).
31st March — EASTER DAY
8.00am — Communion 1662
9.30am — EASTER SERVICE
(The services of Light, Baptism &
Communion)
4.30pm — SUNG EVENSONG & EASTER PRAISE

St Margaret’s

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am — Eucharist and distribution of palms
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am — Meditations and Devotions on the
Cross
31st March — EASTER DAY
11.00am — Sung Eucharist

Caversham Park Church

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am — at the Milestone Centre
11.15am — at Caversham Park School
25th March — Monday
8.00pm — Easter Meditation — 51 Galsworthy
Drive
26th March — Tuesday
8.00pm — Easter Meditation — 51 Galsworthy
Drive
27th March — Wednesday
10.30am — Communion and Easter Meditation —
at 6 Eynsford Close
28th March — Thursday
8.00pm — Passover Celebrations in homes
around the village
29th March — Friday

2.00pm-
3.00pm — ‘And with his stripes . . ." (All age
activity)
8.00pm-
9.00pm — ‘And with his stripes . . ." (Meditation)

at 51 Galsworthy Drive
31st March — EASTER DAY
11.00am — Easter Celebration and Holy
Communion.
Full details of the venues and themes can be
obtained from the Minister at 51 Galsworthy Drive
(475152).

FREE CHURCHES
Caversham Heights Methodist Church

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am — Presentation of the Musical —
**Jerusalem Joy’’ with distribution of
the Palm Sunday crosses
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United Service at the Caversham Free
Baptist Church
31st March — EASTER DAY
8.30am — Holy Communion
9.30am — Church Breakfast
11.00am — Family Worship with Holy Communion
6.30pm — Evening Worship

Gosbrook Road Methodist Church

28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — United Service at St John's
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United Service at Caversham
Baptist Church
31st March — EASTER DAY
11.00am — Morning Service — The Rev. John
Boakes
6.30pm — Evening Service — The Rev.
Bill Mason

Caversham Baptist Free Church

24th March — PALM SUNDAY
10.30am — Mr Graham Coldman
6.30pm — Rev. Dennis Weller
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United Service — Welcome to
Caversham Methodists
Preacher: Rev Keith Sanders
31st March — EASTER DAY
10.30am — Rev Dennis Weller
6.30pm — Rev Dennis Weller

St. Paul’s United Reformed Church

29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am — Good Friday Service

31st March — EASTER SUNDAY
11.00am — Festival Service and Holy Communion
6.30pm — Evening Communion Service

Caversham Hill Chapel

29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — Family Worship

31st March — EASTER DAY
10.30am — Family Worship
6.30pm — Easter praise

Caversham Heights Christian Fellowship
(Meeting in Mapledurham Playing Fields Pavilion)
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
10.45am — Family Worship
31st March — EASTER DAY
10.45am — Family Worship
6.30pm — Easter Praise at Caversham Hill Chapel

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS — Services as usual

ROMAN CATHOLIC
Our Lady and St Anne’s, Caversham

Penance Service — The date of the Service will be
arranged with the Reading Deanery shortly.
24th March — PALM SUNDAY
Blessing and Procession of Palms with
Sung Mass at St Anne’s on Saturday
at 5.30pm
Mass at St Anne’s at 9.45am and
6.30pm
Mass at Our Lady of Caversham,
Richmond Rd at 8.30am and
11.15am. Blessing and procession of
Palms before 11.15 Mass (if fine)
25th March — Monday
Mass at 9.00am at St Anne’s

26th March — Tuesday
Mass at 7.15am in the Convent
Chapel.
Mass at 10.00am at Richmond Road.
27th March — Wednesday
Mass at 9.00am at St Anne’s
28th March — MAUNDY THURSDAY
Evening Mass of the Lord’s Supper at
7.30 pm
Washing of Feet, procession to the
Altar of Repose. ‘Watching’ until
Midnight.
29th March — GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross and Sermon
10.30am.
Liturgy of the Pasion and Death of Our
Lord at 3pm with Readings, Prayers,
Veneration of the Cross and Holy
Communion.
A Day of Fasting and Abstinence.
30th March — HOLY SATURDAY
Paschal Vigil, with the Blessing of the
New Fire, Blessing of the Paschal
Candle, Service of Readings, and First
Mass of Easter, with Baptismal
Liturgy; begins 8pm.
31st March — EASTER SUNDAY
Mass at St Anne's at 9.45am and
6.30pm
Mass at Richmond Road at 8.30am
and 11.15am
Mass at Mapledurham House Chapel
at 6pm

GOOD FRIDAY PROCESSION — LEAVES ST. JAMES’, THE FORBURY AT 10.30am ‘

— An Ecumenical event —

EASTER GREETINGS TO ALL OUR READERS
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J. P. MOTORS

* MoT while you wait (by
appointment

Servicing by top mechanics

*
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

*

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 OJF

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

IT'S fortunate that we
have a share of Good
Samaritansin Caversham
because it seems we have
more than a smattering of
the other sort — I mean
the kind who ‘pass by on
the otherside'. Recently
a friend of mine lay in a
pool of mud in a quiet
residential road with
what turned out to be a
brokenlegand, believe it
or not, two men (I'd
hesitate to call them
gentlemen) passed by
without even enquiringif
she needed help.
Don’t They Care?

And while on the sub-
Ject of caring, I do wish
people who owned pets
would always take good
care of them. Most people
do, T know, but I also
know of more than one
very hungry cat in our
road which a friend is
feeding at the moment.
Why do people have pets
if they won't take care of
them? And that goes for
people who shut their
cats out when they go to
work without even a cat

door for the animals to
use. And that goes for
those dog-owners whose
only exercise they give
their animals is to walk
them to the shops and to
tie them up outside, often
howling pitifully.
Caversham

The ‘Evening Post’
recently carried a very
good article on Caver-
sham. For somebody who
obviously doesn’t live in
the district, the writer
had done quite well. But
I wish she had said a bit
more about the
friendliness, particularly
in what she calls ‘the
village'. For a lot of
elderly or perhaps lonely
people a walk through
thisarea to do the odd bit
of shopping often pro-
videsa welcome break in
the day! Shopkeepers
tend to know their
customers. Often two or
three with a common in-
terest meet accidentally
and hold an impromptu
meeting on a proposed
development, a fund-
raising event or some

av/MarAarGaramond

other local issue. i

The other good th_ng
about Caversham is its
easy access to the coun-
tryside. I don’t walk far
myself these days but
even | could walk from
Lower Caversham
through Hemdean Rogld
and Bugs Bottom (while
we have it) into the
country.

An Evening Out
Like a lot of older peo-
ple these days I tend to
stay in a great deal on
winter evenings, soIreal-

ly enjoyed a visit to St.

Anne's recently to see
Caversham Theatre pre-
sent ‘‘Mr Kettle and Mrs.
Moon'. Not one of
Priestley’s best plays and
certainly one which drags
a bit at times, it was
nevertheless very we}l
performed. It's only a pi-
ty we don't have more
halls suitable for putting
onsuchevents. We've got
some excellent talent in
Caversham and it's a
great shame it doesn’t get
more encouragement.
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Road Up

It's a pity pedestrians
don't get any considera-
tion when the powers
that be decide to digup a
bit of road. Those of you
who know the area will
appreciate how angry I
was when I walked up
Washington Road from
the Gosbrook Road bus
stop, intending to walk
through the alley way and
into Cromwell Road, only
to find when I got to the
alley that it was com-
pletely dugup unless one
ws prepared tocrawlupa
bank and scramble along,
a bank, incidentally,
whichseem tobe well us-
ed by localdogs. Toreturn
all the way round via
Washington Road and
across the recreation
ground with a load of
shopping was just not
funny. There were no
notices warning people
because, asthe workmen
said, they didn't know
themselves until an hour
or two before. Of course
we got a polite ac-
knowledgement when

We rang the Councj
fices, but no imprl(l)\(f)g:
ment in the Situation for
at least a couple of days
us Passes K

Rumour has it that byg
passes are
withdrawn from Pene.
sioners and, according
the paper, Readibyg is
also in Jeopardy. [s Lher‘e
no end to the meannesg
we have to put up with
these days?

Volunteer Drivers

And having got a) the
moans and groans off my
chest, I really must pay
tribute to the drivers who
have recently taken meto
hospital and back for
course in physiot ht-mpy.
All the ones I had were
from Caversham — doeg
that say something for
Caversham people?
Anyway, they've all been
extremely helpful and |
take my hat off to them,
It's not an easy job, with
difficultschedulesto fit in
and, more recently of
course, the problem with
the road works in Cow
Lane.

N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS .

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

CAVERSHAM
THEATRE

THE Scandalous Affair
of Mr Kettle and Mrs
Moon, presented by
Caversham Theatre on
January 3lst —
February 2nd, is one of
J.B. Priestley’s less
well-known plays and
at present languishes
‘out of print’. Never-
theless this light
hearted commentary
on how the human
spirit may long to
break free from the
chains of conformity
and respectability
shows no lack of
evidence of Priestley’s
craftmanship.

Bob Green, whose
initiative gave Caver-
sham the opportunity
to see this rarely per-
formed comedy, played
George Kettle, the
bowler-hatted bank
manager of Brickmill, a
drab industrial Mid-
lands town. On his way
to work on a wet Mon-
dy morning, Kettle
realises that he can no
longer face the tread-
mill so he returns
home, changes pin-
stripes for corduroys
and indulges in a childs

Framing service

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers
specialist services in the following:

Old Family Photographs reproduced
Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits

Call or Telephone
41 Prospect Street, Caversham 479450/475656

shooting game which
he hasbought, reliving
the enjoyment he gain-
ed from it when a boy.
Bob portrayed very
successfully not only
the release of Kettle's
youthful spirit but also
his pent-up amorous
inclinations towards
Mrs Moon, delightfully
played by Julia Mar-
shall, whose red sports
car gave Kettle the hint
thatbehind her sombre
suited repsectability a
kindred soul was
repressed.
Bewilderment, anger,
resentment and in-
comprehension were
the reactions to the
transformation of
George Kettle. Jackie
Case engagingly con-
veyed the bewilder-
ment of Mrs Twigg,
Kettle's brusque,
matter-of-fact
housekeeper, and
Geoff Ward expressed
convincingly the anger
of Alderman Hardcas-
tle that Kettle was not
properly attending to
that worthy'sbusiness
ambitions. The some-
what sinister, and cer-
tainly  suspicious,
Superintendent Street
of Jonathan Biown
wasresentful that Ket-
tle failed to conform to
the behavioural norms
that policemen expect
of the general public,
whilst Kettle's
superior, played with
cool urbanity by
George Byers, found it
incomprehensible that
any employee of the
London and North
Midland Bank could

wish to escape the clut-
I

ches of that big, happy
family.

As for the transfor-
mation of Mrs Moon,
Richard Stainthorpe
nicely reflected the
humourless, self-
righteous character of
her husband who
found it quite in-
conceivable that she
should wish to throw
over the steady
Brickmill traces — and
herself into the arms of
George Kettle!

Only Monica Twigg,
the glamour girl
daughter of Mrs Twigg,
understood Kettle's
urge to ‘drop out’: she
herself was on the
look-out for any means
of escaping from
dreary  Brickmill.
Monica was played by
Helen Garforth who, to
judge by her relaxed
stage presence, sen-
sitive timing and effec-
tive ‘Brickmillspeak’,
should earn herself a
place next year in the
Cambridge Footlights,

When a right hook
from Superintendant
Street laid George Ket-
tle outonthe floor, the
calm bedside manner
and sparse psychiatric
skills of Dr Grenock,
played by John Evans,
should have returned
George Kettle to his
former mental state
but, to our delight, fail-
ed to do so! Indeed it
was altogether a
delightful evening,
thanks to a good play,
appropriate casting
and effective direction
by Peter Ludlow.

E.M.A.

4
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The Children’s Society

CHILDREN’S SOCIETY WEEK APRIL 7-13 1991
A CHANCE TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST
INJUSTICE
EVERY year, The Children’s Society helps more
than eleyen thousand children and young people
atits one hundred and thirty projects throughout

England and Wales.

The Children’s Society needs your help to raise
its voice against the sorts of injustice that result
in children and young people being locked up in
prisonsand other institutions, exploited and abus-
¢d, orimpoversished by poor housing in depriv-

cd areas.

During Children's Society Week, collection
cnvelopes will be delivered to more than two
million homes all over the country. If you receive
one of these envelopes please give generously.

You could help even more by volunteering to
distribute and collectsome of the envelopes. For
more information please contact Betty Smith, T el.
479416 or Jane Sheppard, Tel. 473786.

LEW’S

CHAUFFEUR

SERVICE

* ‘Airports

* Dinners x Theatres
* Business Meetings

* Weddings

REASONABLE CHARGES

Tel: (0734) 588517
Car: 0860 565823

1.D Collinson cmpil

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tel. (0734) 473548
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OBITUARY

Mrs. Barbara Chapman

BORN at Beaconsfield
on the 3rd August
1921, Barbaramoved
with her family to
Surley Row in 1930.

She attended St
Peter's Hill School
and then The Abbey

and after leaving
school took a
secretarial  course

with the idea of pur-
suing a commercial
career. However, the
1939-1945 war in-
tervened and
throughout most of
the war yearsshe was
connected with the
Land Army, first at
farmsat Holyport and
Thatcham and, after
suffering an injury to
herback, as Assistant

Warden at a Land Ar-
my Hostel near
Wantage.

The war over, she

resumed secretarial
work until her mar-
riage to Tom at St
Peter’sin July, 1948.
Together they built
themselvesa house at
Tokers Green and
subsequently settled
down at Kidmore

End. During thistime |4

Barbara’s commercial
training was put to
good use in assisting
Tom in his building
business.

In September 1975
Tom and Barbara
moved to Hemdean
Rise and her associa-
tion with St Peter’s
was re-kindled. She
played an active part
inthelife of the Parish
beingamemberof the
PCC from 1979 to
1985 and Secretary of
the District Commit-
tee during 1980/81.

She alsoassisted with

the behind-the-
scenes work of
laundering and runn-
ing repairs of church
vestments. A regular
supporter of the an-
nual Christain Aid
Walk, she always
opted for the longer
twenty miles route.

- Her service to the
Scout movement is

¥ deserved

| doubt

wellknown. When an
Akela for the 3rd St
Peter’'s cubs was
needed she took over
this responsibility and
carried it on for twen-
ty years until her
reluctant retirement
in August 1986, hav-
ing taken her Cubs to
camp earlier that
year. Barbara was
awarded the Medal of
Merit for her service
to the Cubs — a well
honour.
There can be little
that her in-
fluence over the hun-
dreds of boys who
passed through her
hands during those
twently yearsremains
alive today.

She was
complaining
throughout the long

un-

months  of her
distressing and
debilitating illness

which she met with
indomitable courage.

In this she was staun-
chly supported by
Tom and sustained by
her Sunday by Sun-
day attendance, until
finally prevented by
her frailty, at the
family Eucharist at St
Peter's. Notwithstan-
ding her increasing
immobility she main-
tained her lively in-
terestinall about her

Page 5

until close to herend.
She was admitted to |
the Sue Ryder Home
at Nettlebed where
she died on the 16th |
January, 1991. ‘

To use the Rector’s |
words — “‘She was a |
dear friend, an
outstanding  Chris- |
tian, adevoted Akela,
a lovely lady with
sparkling eyes. May
she rest in peace''.

The Bridge extends
to Tom, his two sons,
two daughters and |
three grand-children
heartfelt sympathy.

IN AID OF THE HEARING

THE Audiology
Department of the
Royal Berkshire

Hospital have become
the proud possessors of
a Mini-Cam Recorder
purchased from the
funds raised by the
members of the Rotary
Club of Caversham in
memory of their Co-
Founder and Past-
President Dr Graham
Tait, who died in
August last year.

The presentation of
the Recorder was
made by Mrs Mary Tait
to Carol Town, Co-

director of the Reading
Hospitals’ Audiology
Unit Appeal and a

S
{D

SERVICE
ABOVE SELF

Hearing Aid Therapist
at the Royal Berkshire
Hospital Unit.

Carol who suffered
appalling ill health

since childhood, has

P

¢ 3 ak SR - A 7]
Mrs.Mary Tait presenting Carol Town with the Mini-Cam Recorder, with

overcome her
disabilities and has
helped in raising some
£200.000 in aid of the

Audiology Unit
Appeal.
In December 1989

- Carol was presented

with the Paul Harris
Award by the Rotary
Club of Reading in
recognition of her
wonderful efforts and
fortitude in the cause
of the community.
The mini-cam
recorder can enable a
deaf person to send

them is Cavershams'’ Rotary Club President Jim Hancock.

Emmer Green *

Dictures %

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE 0734 461336

HAVE NOW TAKEN OVER
THE RUNNING OF

Joatsles

FLORISTS

13 Milestone Way Precinct
Reading + RG4 8XW
Tel (0734) 461070

and receive messages
over the telephone.
Through a master
machine, an ordinary
telephone conversa-

tion can be relayed in,

print to be received on
a deaf person's
cam-recorder.

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

VENTURE SCOUTS AT

THE GUILDHALL FOR |

DUKE OF EDINBURGH
AWARDS

ON 24th November
three hundred people
plus one hundred and
thirty Venture Scouts
stand as the Chief
Scout, Garth Morrison,
and Mick Stocks,
Chairman of the Na-
tional Venture Scout
Advisory Board, enter
and walk up the aisle
between the standing
company to their
places on the stage.

Alsoonthe stage are
the various dignitaries,
both uniformed and
lay, and the Ash Vale
Scout Band which has
played a selection of
tunes  while the
families have waited
for the proceedings to
commence.

[==I}===]

An address is given
by Mick Stocks and the
Venture Scouts are
called one by one;
name, unit and Coun-
ty. They ascend by one
set of steps towards
the Chief and are given
their Royal Certificate,
pose for the official
photograph and leave
the stage by another
set of steps.

Among the names
are two from Reading
Thameside, both from
the same unit, 3rd
Reading (St Peter’s),
David Cleare and
David Rumble. Among
the guests are four
members of their
families.

The Chief then gives
hisaddress and thanks
everyone before
departing. The Ven-
ture Scouts and guests
then move to the
Library  where a
ploughman’s lunch has
been laid on together
with coffee and fruit
Jjuice. Informal pic-

tures are taken with
the Chief and old
friendships renewed.

After about an hour
they return to the main
hall where an act of
worship, lasting about
three-quarters of an
hour, takes place. For
this they are joined by
another one hundred

and thirty Venture
Scouts and their
families; the total

number being in the
region of six hundred
people.

[E==li==]

At the end of this
everyone departs, pic-
tures being taken,
coatsretrieved and out
of the Guildhall to the
various car parks, or
shopping in the West
End, or a visit to the
impressive St Paul's
Cathedral, or just to
return to their minds
and at least two very
proud and happy
families return to the
Thames Valley -

Tony Cleare, D of E
Adviser

‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

HEIRILOOMS
of the

FUTURE

Beautiful,
affordable,
> handmade

to meet your

or match an exi

Our craftmanship is priceless
our furniture —isn't!
Tel: 0734 461571
Home: 475467

| FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
| CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

GaHi enne Schmidk
INTERIORS & DESIGN

37 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283
WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,
CARPETS, TILES ETC.

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham.
Tel. 473564
Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

We buy

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

| Prospect
| Furnishings
6 PROSPECT STREET,

CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading (0734) 476565

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

and sell militaria and curios
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BISHOP’S VISIT TO
ST PETER’S

CANON Colin Semper,
from Westminster Ab-
bey, will lead Good Fri-
day’s 12.00-3.00 Three
Hours’ Devotion this
year. Previously head of
BBC Religious Broad-
casting, Canon Semper’s
warm personality and gift
for the spoken word offer
afruitful time of personal
re-commitment on the
first Good Friday in the
decade of Evangelism.

Palm Sunday’s 9.15
am  Eucharist  will,
weather permitting, start
as traditionally establish-
ed, with Procession of
Palm Crosses from Caver-

ASH Wednesday, despite snow and frost, wasa landmark for St.
Peter’s. The Bishop of Reading (The Right Revd John Bone, ac-
companied by Mrs Ruth Bone, and in the presence of The Revd
Tony Good, Rector of Wallingford and architectural consultant,
with Mrs Yvonne Good) formally dedicated the refurbishment
of the Vanderstegen Chapel to God's glory and the well-being of
future generations, in a moving solemn Ash Wednesday Sung
Eucharist.

Youngand old, 140 braved the elements for this historic occa-
sion. Many lingered to admire the exquisite wood-carving in
memory of Denys Birtwhistle — and the shining chandelier — in
memory of Bob Gamble (both past churchwardens of the parish)
in the spacious new choir vestry and meeting room, carpeted,
glazed in, for choral rehearsal, for meetings, for allagestolisten,
pray, study and learn.

Most of all, the ‘new’ Vanderstegen Chapel restores restful
balance to the building, reminding us of nine centuries of wor-

ship at St Peter’s. Bishop John applauded 20th century craft- sham  Court gardens
smen'’sskills (especially carpenters and stonemasons) which now (meet 9.10 am). Every
beautify the oldest part of St Peter’s parish church. night, Monday to

Wednesday there will be
a quiet, solemn Holy
Communion 7 pm at St
Peter’s. Maundy Thurs-
day (9.30 am quiet Com-
munion) climaxes with 8
pm Sung Eucharist, Strip-
ping of Altar and all-night
candlelit Vigil in church,
ending with sombre ad-
ministration of Holy
Communion on Good
Friday 8 am. Also on

He graciously noted the satisfaction of the present Rector on
completion of a project for which a former Curate, Revd Peter
Mullins, justifiably claims first ‘visionary copyright’.

It wasa typical, nicely understated St Peter’s event, with fine
choral music, resonance with the past and optimism for the
future. Much of the preparatory work has done voluntarily by
St Peter’s members, notably Tom Chapman, Leslie Coward, Eric
Smith and John Stratford.

The work was funded by generous bequestsin memory of Denys
Birtwhistle and Bob Gamble, and by interest accrued from the
Balmore Hall sale fund with full backing of Oxford Diocesan
Trustees.

Good Friday at St
St Peter’s had a good start to Lent. A former Bishop of Reading Margaret’s at 9.30 am —
preached the first of his Lent Course sermons four days later and Devotional Hour.
— inthe words of Bishop Eric Wild — ‘It all looks very good!" St This  year  Easter

celebrations at St Peter’s,
Caversham willinclude a
Service of Easter Praise at
6.30 pm on Easter Day.
Members of St Peter’s

Peter’s thanks all who made this minor landmark possible and
memorable.

BISHOP TO PREACH AT
HEALING PRAYER SERVICE

THE Caversham Acorn Christian Healing
Prayer Group and the Acorn Christian
Listeners’ Group are pleased to announce
that the Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd
John Bone, will be the preacher at the
ecumenical service of prayer for healing
to be held at Caversham Free Baptist
Church on Saturday 27th April 1991 at
7pm. We hope many friends will joinus on
this occasion.

o
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é FAMILY

= BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE

QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ANGLICAN

OVER £40

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 25 kley Road. Tel: 472070

CAVERSHAM PARK EC

The Rev. Philip Abre

Park Village. Tel. 477

BAPTIST

The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 4786068

METHODIST

The Rev Keith Sanders, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472259
hn Boakes, 9 Woodlands ¢ \am.

- -1 The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
i 10% DISCOUNT || it
: 0 q : The ey Alan Wilson, St John's House, Soiti i)
1IGiven off current retall| ilcl‘»\::fslllf|r.l.:,l.u,l.ﬂfﬁ{xﬁ Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Tel:
H prices on purchases : Hu\l}l:z\:\ Nigel Hardeastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Tl
1
|

IMENICAL PROJECT

1 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
Py
52

Branches at:

STMARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

irove, Caversham

UNITED REFORMED

The Rev David Clark, 4] Highmoor Road. Tel: 471906
CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529

:!“” :Q‘ Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue. Tel

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Preshytery. 2 Souths Viow,
Avenue. Tol: 471787 St e <UL NG
(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev J. Ellis, I8 Peppard Road, Sonning ¢
Tel: 723418 g Common

ST PETER'S

and St Margaret’s Youth
Group (PYGMYGS) will
assistin leading the wor-
ship. All are welcome to
joinin this celebration of
Easterwhichisforyoung
and old alike.

These, plus other ser-
vices publicised in this
paper, will help meetall
needs and tastes in
March, the month which
ends with so muchdrama
and the Springtime of the
Church at Easter.

HOLY WEEKAND  St. Andre
EASTER AT

W’s

Fellowship

FELLOWSHIP
members were
delighted to welcome
an old friend, Miss
Jean Sawyer, tospeak
at their January
meeting. Miss Sawyer
decided on herretire-
ment from teaching to
go to Tonga for two
years to teach there.
She gave a most in-
teresting account of
her life there, il-
lustrated with slides.
Theislands are very

“SING HOSANNA!”’

AT St Peter's on Palm
Sunday 24th March at
3.30 pm — a special
half-hour's worship
event for all children
(geared to under
twelves) to celebrate
Holy Week and Easter.

Remember Christ-
mas Eve Crib-
Christingle service?
This will have the same
atmosphere, but will
go with Jesus into
Jerusalem and to the

Last Supper and Cross
and out again into
Easter!

Songs,  activities,
palm crosses, but
chiefly for children to
catchsomething of the
wonder and glory of
Holy Week and Easter.
Children — just come
and help your parents
to see why Palm Sun-
day to Easterisa week
that changed the
world!

welcoming and used
to be known ag the
Friendly Islands, Any
excuse is seized on to,
have afeast, anq Miss
Sawyer brought ey.
amples of work done
by local people,
Before fabric wasim-
ported they made
their own by beating
leaves to make them
soft and durable, anq
a ceremonial
apron/skirt worn by
the women was one of
the exhibits. Failure
to wear one when
royalty is present
would be considered
an insult.

Miss Sawyer used a
bicycle to get round
the island where she
was living and told
how, when she was
going to see the doc-
tor,adogattacked her
so that she had a bit-
ten heel to be dealt
with as well!

A trip round the
world, organised by
herself, is Jean’s next
project, which the
Fellowship will look
forward to hearing
aboutonherreturnin
a year or two'’s time.

LINK GROUP REPORT

SIXTEEN members of
the Link Group met at
Anthea Prescot’s
house for their mon-
thly meeting. Anthea,
who  chaired the
meeting, introduced
Mr Hill from Cancer
After Care(C.A.C.),an
organisation started
over twenty year ago
in Bristol which sup-
ports patients and
relatives of patients
with cancer. There are
over forty branches of
C.A.C. primarily in the
S. East. The local
branch which cares for
sufferers from Wind-
sor to Hungerford is a
self supporting group

tients and relatives is
mainly by phone. The
help they offer ranges
from talking on the
phone, to driving pa-
tients to and from the
hospital during
radiotherapy treat-
ment and some finan-
cial help and advice
with mortgage
repayments etc.

The forty members
of the group who are
mainly ex-patients, of-
fer their help and sup-
port the C.A.C. for a
few years following
their own treatment
for cancer.

The talk was much

and after a vote of
thanks to the guest
speaker the meeting
continued with final
arrangements for the
ecumenical lunch tobe
held in February. Ar-
rangements were also
made The Link ‘Knit-
in” which is to be held
at Anthea Prescot's
house on April 22nd. If
you would like to par-
ticipate in a very en-
joyable fund raising
event, do please
telephone Anthea on
Reading 478865.

The meeting closed
after finalising the
next meeting for 25th

\l

whose link with pa- enjoyed by all present February 1991at8pm.
TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE
Robirior '
ROBIN JAMES
OPTOMETRISTS
OPHTHALMIC 44, CHURCH STREET
OPTICIANS TELEPHONE (0730 8%
'C(NTACI‘LENSB © COMPUTER ASSISTE]
© DESIGNER FRAMES VISION EXAMINATION
® VARILUX CENTRE :
© GLAUCOMA TESTING ® OPPOSITE WAITROSE
ao B =
QUALITY « FASHION + SERVICE « COMPETITIVE PRICES
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IN this week of
prayer for Christian
unity we pray forthe
unity of our churches
because we know
that together we can
be a more effective
witness to the faith
than we can apart.
And we thank God
forthe movement of
the Spirit, especially
noticeable in the last
few years, that has
brought us closer
together. This even-
ing, I would like to
consider 3 other
aspects of unity —
unity between God

and those who
follow him, unity
between nations,

and unity between
Christians and non-

Christians — but
returning to church
‘‘together-

ness’’ at the end.

Firstly, consider
unity between God
and his followers.
Oursinhasalienated
us from God, it stops
us from being the
people that He wants
us tobe. There is dis-
unity between God
and his people. How
can we be more
united with him?
*“This sort of thing
canonlybe achieved
by prayer’’ said Jesus
aboutsomethingelse
but it seems totally
appropriate in the
search for unity with
God. For prayer is
the key to thiskind of
unity. People
sometimes say ‘‘yes
butI’'mnot very good
atprayer’’. Youmay
have said or thought
this yourself
sometime — most of
us have. Yet to view
prayer like that is to
suggest that it’s a
kind of ‘‘perfor-

NITY: PRAYER, PEACE
AND MISSION

SHORTENED version of address by John
Madeley to the ecumenical service at
Gosbrook Road Methodist Church on Sunday
20th January, to mark this year’s Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity.

mance’’ in which we
pray to a God who is
sitting in his heaven
withanotebook and
pencil awarding us
marks out of 10 for
artistic merit, style
and content and so on.
Yet God loves us far
more than that!

Instead of praying
toaGod “out there’’,
might I suggest that
we pray to the God
“‘within’’ us. For this
is what is so amazing
about God’s love.
With all our sins, God
wants todwell inus.
God’splan forthe na-
tions, St. Paul told
the Colossians, is
‘‘Christ in you! Yes,
Christ in you, bring-
ing with Him the
hope of all the
glorious things to
come’’. Pray to the
God that dwells
within you, inade-
quately of course
because of your sin,

and never, never
give up. And
although set periods

of prayer are essen-
tial —and for most of
us should probably
be longer — prayer
cannot be confined

just to those set
times. God is
everywhere and

withusatall times, in
all places. We can be
sure that prayer will
not go unheard, even
ifitseemsthat way at
times. But all these
prayers for peace in
the last few weeks,
you ask, what has
happened to them?
God wants us to pray
for peace, not least
because He wants to
see if we are people
of peace.

This brings me to
my second point,
unity between. na-

tions. Atthe moment
weare facing a tragic
dis-unity between
nations. And the
Gulf warisatragedy.
I'wonderif could put
this into a little
historical perspec-
tive. When world
leaders met in San
Francisco at the end
of World War 2, they
were united about
the way ahead. Two
world wars had con-
vinced them that
therearebetter ways
of solving interna-
tional disputes than
by the use of force.

[ [esemn]
 — | —

So the United Na-
tions began; its
charter says that
member states ‘‘are
to settle interna-
tional disputes by
peaceful means and
without endangering
peace, security and
justice. They are to
refrain from the

threat or use of force
against other
states’’. This has

much in common
with the Christian
view of peacekeep-
ing. It’s much the
same as the way we
treat the people who
live next door. If
they do something
that annoys us, we

Holloway’s

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE,

Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street,

—— CTT and insurance

The professional alternative to London

RGS8 9HY

Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
item.

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice.

"Entries for future sales
invited.

Valuations for probate,

purposes.

seek a peaceful solu-
tion —wedon’tblow
up their house. If a
memberstate breaks
the UN charter — as
Iraq clearly did by
walkinginto Kuwait
— the UN Security
Council calls on
members ‘‘to apply
economic sanctions
and other measures
not involving the use
of force, to prevent
or stop agression."
The council is given
power to take
military action
against an aggressor,
but very much as a
last resort.

What worries
many about the Gulf
crisis is that military
action is effectively
being used as a first,

not a last resort.
Sanctions could not
be expected to work
completely within 6
months. And never
have any sanctions
worked like these!
By the beginning of
1991, Iraq’s imports
and exports were
down by over 90%.
Butitislikely to take
at least a year to
show Saddam Hus-
sein the damage that
economic siege is do-
ing to his country.
It’sstrange that sanc-
tions have been
given up half way
through.

War has now
started and we're
told that it's only a
matter of time before
we “‘win”’. But will
there be any winners
in this war? Iraq
stands to be deci-
mated — and what
happensthen? Even-
tual peace could
bring anything but
peace or justice?
Thereisareal danger
of arise of extremists
— and of Iraq's
neighbours moving
in to try to carve up
the country.

There are those
who claim this is a
“‘just war'’. Some
700 years, when
things were a little
different to today,
Thomas Acquinas
coined his just war
theory. Oneof there-
quirements of the
theory is that the
damage done by a
war must not exceed
the good. But the
huge ripple efforts of
a war in such a sen-
sitive region as the
Persian Gulf make it
likely that the
damage done could
greatly exceed the
good. Forbeyond the
Middle East, the war
could push up the
world: price of oil to
such levels that
poorer nations
would have to cut
back sharply on their
purchases. And that
could mean there is
not petrol to drive
agricultural

machinery, for
fishermen to take
out their boats, for
vehicles to collect
and distribute food.
Hunger and starva-
tion on an even
wider scale could be
the unjust results of
A Gulf War. Hardly
justice here for the
people who would
suffer. The damage
done would be far
more likely to exceed
the good.

 —  — |
== ===

All this is not to
forget the direct suf-
fering caused by the
war, the people kill-
ed and disfigured,
the relations who
mourn. And history
islikely to remind us
that the 1991 Gulf
war was made possi-
ble by the sales of ar-
maments to Iraq by
Western countries.
“Youdonotsolvein-
ternational disputes
by the use of force"’
stands out more
clearly thaneverasa
principle on which
nations should
operate, a principle
consistent with Our

Lord’s words **bless-
ed are the
peacemakers'’.

Thirdly, unity bet-
ween Christian and
non-Christian. The
whole question of
unity with people of
other faiths,
Moslims,  Hindus,
etc.isdifficult forus
— but for God?
Whenever we are
with people of other
faiths, we might just
offer ourselves,
what wesay, how we
act, etc, to God, just
letting His love shine
through us as much
as we can, leaving
therest to Him. Gan-
dhi, a Hindu, said
that if Christians in
India lived out their
faith properly, Hin-
duism would disap-
pear. It's worth
thinking about.

In Caversham we
do, of course, have
more people who
profess no faith
rather than another
faith. I wonder just
how often, the peo-
ple who profess no
faith are challenged
or comforted with
the Christian
message. A few

yearsago I visited the
Nigerian city of
Ibadan. Driving

down the streets, it
was common to see
messages from the
Gospels on billhoar-
dings, lamp-posts, in
windows, on buses —
everywhere! Idoubt
if anyone could get
through a day in
Ibadan without be-
ing presented. com-

forted or challenged
by some thought
about the Christian
faith. And the chur-
ches are blooming —

I went to one ‘‘nor-
mal’’ Sunday ser-
vice, attended by

about 1600 people.

== ==

By contrast, many
people in Caversham

could happily get
through a year
without seeing

anything very much
about Christianity!
The Decade of
Evangelism is now
here. And here's
wherelcomebackto
our churches work-
ing together. Could
we not start prepar-
ing for mission to the
area, that will aim to
make sure that
everyone in Caver-
sham knows about
God’slove? By work-
ing together in the
power of God’s love
ona high profile mis-
sion, taking Chris-
tianity out onto the
streets, we would be
giving the Spirit the
chance in our
community.

We have much to
do together and we
do it with the power
of God dwellingin us.
We can be sure that
He helps us, as St
Paul told the Corin-
thians, to live in
peace. We can be
sure that in His ser-
vice, the God of love
and peace will be

\

f Gail Spence
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold antiques
in Caversham for 15 years. My
business has been built on
personal recommendation.

I am interested in all types of
antiques and collectors items,
and especially furniture, silver
and porcelain.

Deceased estates purchased and
houses cleared.

For expert advice call me on 473011
There's no charge, and no obligation

with us.
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OUR POTATOES 'TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE
GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

< Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
l%vely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

|

The Market @mn‘den ()

p#é%‘ é‘ﬁ Goriag Heat
%’xﬂ,’,.»,e\ PnJ\I%J.iOUlWIE

{

Berks

(’hetkc"”/‘ 5 RGBT RH

_0431-EBI541)

Not only

FRUIT &
VEGETABLES

but also a
WHOLESOME
LOT MORE

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

Walton Adams

& Son Limited
PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

1
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RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

THE COST OF A
THIRD BRIDGE
A $10m third bridge,
operative in three
years’ time solvingthe
worst of Caversham'’s
and much of Reading’s
traffic problems, with
a leisure centre, coun-
try park and nature
reserve thrown in for
good measure and all
provided by a property
company instead of
from the Poll Tax is
surely an offer that
cannot berefused. But
hang about. It is not
usually in the nature of
property companies to
be as altruistic as all
this. Perhaps it would
be better to look at the
small print. And it is
there, of course, that
the real reasons for this
upsurge of generosity
and its real cost are to
be found.

Redland Properties
(i.e. Gravel, as was)
who own the large site
between the Thames
and Henley Road from
which over some thir-
ty years they have ex-
tracted gravel, leaving
a series of water-filled
pits in what were
formerly meadows, is
the company concern-
ed. With the site now
exhausted, they want
tobuild onitabusiness
park, housing estate
and anew marina. The
business park will, it is
claimed, bring 2,500
new jobs to the town,
hence the need for the
bridge. A rapid calcula-
tion indicates that
these jobs, together
with two hundred
houses, could easily
produce anything up-
wards of 2,000 extra
vehicles, and that is
almost certainly an
underestimate. As is
the case with most
developer-funded
road schemes, the new
road would be prac-
tically filled to capaci-
ty by the associated
development and ac-
tually contribute little
to the relief of existing
traffic congestion.

<
<><><>

There are other
reasons for disquiet. On
the opposite bank of

.| the river is Speyhawk

business park which
brought urbanisation
tothe former meadows
that lay between
Reading and Sonning,
only the width of the
river away from this
similar
development. Most of
the site is in Oxford-
shire, a rural area

designated as of
limited growth, but
constantly under
pressure from

‘developers. If permis-
sion were granted for
thissite, the chances of
building further out
towards Sonning Eye
and Dunsden would be
increased.

South Oxfordshire,
already totally oppos-
ed to a third bridge of
any kind, is unlikely to
grant permission, but
remembering  Bugs
Bottom, anything
could happen, whilst
Reading is unlikely to
give permission
without a bridge being
provided. Yet even
when we look at the
funding of the bridge,
there is some fudging
about who actually
pays. A ‘contribution’
and ‘negotiation’ are
the words being ban-
died about.

<
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If Redland Proper-
tiesarereally concern-
ed about working with
care and sensitivity for
the benefit of the local
community, as they
claim, they might
remember that they
had already gained as
much value out of that
site as they had ex-
pected when they ac-
quired it for gravel ex-
traction, and instead of
trying to get a second
lot out of it they should
as far as possible
restore it with back fill-
ing and landscape any
of the rest which had
been  particularly
despoiled. Natural
regeneration would
complete the job,
something foreign to
the urban mind, which
fails to see the dif-
ference between
‘manufactured’ and
natural countryside.
They would still be
able to make a modest

profit from water
sportsonthelakesand
the marina.

This proposal must
be strongly opposed.
Do not be deceived by
the glossy brochures,
protestations of good
will and pretty pic-

KAY CLIFFE

NOW

FABRI KATE
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER
For Free Quotation
Phone “BAJJER ARTS™
Broadway House

0628 781883

tures. It is too high a

price to pay for a third
bridge, even with a
few more titbits
thrown in.

CHAZEY COURT
FARM

The Chazey Court
application is, at the
time of writing, still to
come before the Plan-
ning Committee so its
outcome cannot be
certain. It is unlikely
that plans of such a
high standard would
be rejected, even
though the preferred
option if it existed,
would be for the site to
continue as a farm
preferably run by the
same family.

The problem of extra
traffic along the War-
ren has been the other
majorarea of concern,
and both residents’
associations have
always emphasized
this in all comments
they have made. The
extra traffic itself,
unless it is going to be
of overwhelming pro-
portions, asinthe case
of Bugs Bottom, or
likely to produce
hazards such as ex-
isting on to a busy
roundabout, is unlike-
ly to be a deciding fac-
tor in reaching a deci-
sion, so the emphasis
has been on the need
for preserving the
rural character of the
Warren. Traffic lights,
double yellow lines,
formal passsings bays,
are all the kind of
things to be avoided.
Construction traffic
could be damagingand
noisy. To that end,
both Resident’
Associations have had
meetings with
developers. Some
disturbance is
unavoidable, and in
itself is not grounds for
refusing permission.

©
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The developers have
appointed a construc-
tion manager whose
job it will be to reduce
this to a minimum and
toreceive any flak go-
ingif there is cause for
complaint. It is ex-
pected that the whole
construction will take
place over nine months
and that the first two
months will be the
most intensive. The
most disturbing bit of
putting in and laying
the concrete will take
ten to fifteen days.
Quitealotof the con-

struction traffic will go
through the estate and
not along the Warren,
though there must be
some doubt about the
fitness of the estate
roads to take it. The
workforce will number
amaximum of thirty to
forty, some of whom
will doubtless use their

cars even though
transport  will  be
provided.

&
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Once the develop-
mentis complete, traf-
fic will be limited main-
ly to staff movement,
with very little from
patients or their
visitors as the inten-
sive form of treatment
which the centre is to
provide will leave little
time for socialising.
One possibility that
could increase traffic
movement asif day pa-
tients should number
more than the inten-
tion is at present, but
residential treatment
is at the core of the
whole project.

This will probably
still not please Mr.
Warren of Warren
Court, the Warren,
who thinks I, and by
implication, the Resi-

dent’ Association,
have gone soft on the
issue. (See Postbag,
February.) What we
have been aiming to
do, and not without
success, is to see that
this development fits
in as well as possible,
rather than wasting ef-
fort opposing change,
which is bound to
come. This project is
far and away better
than anything else that
might happen on that
site, both in itself and
the effect it will have
on traffic.

It was not all that
long ago that the
Residents’ Association
protested at the pro-
posal to build a block of
flatsin the Warrenina
disused chalk pit, on
the grounds of incom-
patibility with their
surroundings and the
traffic generated..
When it became ap-
parent that permission
was likely to be
granted, the
Residents’ Association
pressed for conditions,
such as the flats being
no more than two
floors high and with a
pitched roof, not a flat
one. As a result, Mr.
Warren now lives in
what hasmatured into
quite a pleasant little

Tum to page 9 )
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CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882
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ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
: WORK
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VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,
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and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231
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NO job

RAY GALLAGHER

DOMESTIC
PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention

Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

N

too small

K Caversham Park Village, Reading. J
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~ READING EMERGENCY
ACCOMMODATION PROJECT

Appointment of a Resettlement co-ordinator

DURING the eight
years that Reading
Emergency Accom-
modation Project has
been running the
Keep, we have been
aware that there are
long-term  homeless
people who are unable
to find or keep perma-
nent, secure accom-
modation. Part of the
reasonis thelack of af-
fordable housing here
in Reading, but for
some, chronic pro-
blems with alcohol,
drugs or mental health
means that when they
do find a home they
lose it within a short
space of time due to

rer'lt arrears, or simply
being unable to cope
on their own.

REAP realised that
what was urgently
needed was a Resettle-
ment team to help find
suitable accommoda-
tion for the homeless
and to support them
with advice and visits
when they moved in.

REAP already
manages a Resettle-
ment house in

Southampton Street,
but much more sup-
ported housingis need-
ed. In 1990 REAP ws
rallocated funding by
the Department of the

Environment to ap-
point a Resettlement
Co-ordinator for
Reading, and in
September Sarah Gee
took up the post.

Sarah came to us
from Reading Single
Homeless Project,
where she had been a
Project Worker for
four years, so she is
familiar both with the
needs of homeless peo-
ple, and with the
Reading area. Her job
falls into two parts.

Firstly, she is trying
to make more accom-
modation in Reading
available to homeless

people, including
working with the
Borough Council and
local Housing Associa-
tions and developing
projects in the private
sector.

Secondly, she is ac-
tually helping to house
and support people in
availableaccommoda-
tion. When they move
into their home,
residents often need
advice on how to get
furniture, grants and
benefits which they
may be entitled to,
how to get the gas and
electricity sorted out,
and in the longer term

may need someone to
talk to about problems,
or advice on where to
turn to further help.
Sarahisalso startingup
a group of volunteers
to ‘befriend’ those
people moving into
places on their own.

REAP has already
seen the value of this
work, and is trying to
find funding for more
Resettlement Workers
to extend the service to
meet the need that ex-
ists in Reading.

If you would like any
further information,
please contact Sarah
Gee on Reading
567210.

From page 8

. development, evenifit
makes for cars in the
Warren and removed
part of the habitat of
creatures that used to
live in the chalk pit.

Road Closures

For three weeks traf-
fic between Richfield
Avenue and Portman
Road had to find alter-
native routes, causing
congestion in other
parts of the town,
whilst a drainage
system was being laid
topreventthe flooding
that frequently block-
ed Cow Lane. The
bridges which still
cause delays are the
responsibility of
British Rail, not the
local authority, and
they rightly claim they
were there before the
road. The other closure
is the footway over the
Clappers, a popular
route for those wishing
to walk from Lower
Caversham into
Reading, but as
everyone knows,
pedestrians are only

second class citizens,
so not much fuss was
heard. The Clappers
have been closed to
pedestrians whilst the
gates were replaced by
fully motorised ones
and the decking was
repaired. They should
be open again by the
time you read this.

<
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BIG BROTHER
IS WATCHING

The unsightly TV
camera perched on an
equally ugly pole
which towers above
the Church Street —
Church Road junction
is intended to control
traffic flow by repor-
ting back to base when
trouble occurs, so that
steps tosortit out, such
as by re-phasing the
traffic lights can then
be taken. Let ushope it
works and is not just
another bit of high tech
to make it look as if
something is being
done. It dominates the

4

Wooldridge

0734 482584

listed cottages behind
it, does nothing to
enhance the im-
mediately adjacent
Conservation Area,
and does not make the
best of impressions for
those approaching
Caversham from over
the bridge.

BUGS BOTTOM

One of Paula Col-
lett’s last actions
before leaving for
Australia wastoset up
a delightful exhibition
in Caversham Library
showing Bugs Bottom
in the four seasons.
Suitably captioned
with literary passages,
the pictures showed
the Valley in all its
beauty, and althoughit
made no campaigning
points, those looking at
it must have wondered
however permission
could have been given
to build 500 houses in
it.

The appeal fund now
stands at over £17,000,
well on the way to the
£20,000. required to
finance the Appeal
Court hearing which
hasbeenset for 1 and 2
July. Fund raising of-
fers and cheques
(returnable is the case
is won) and made

payable to Bugs Bot-
tom Action Group,
should be sent to
Caroline Speer, 228
Kidmore Road, Tel.
473834.

<
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A group of South Ox-
fordshire residents, for
whom the Bugs Bot-
tom plans are as
unwelcome asthey are
to Caversham people,
are to call on Michael
Heseltine at his March
surgery. They will be
speaking to him as
their M.P. rather than
in his capacity as
Secretary of State, but
he is still one and the
same person. There
has been disappoint-
ment that hisresponse

to receiving a petition |
20,000 472300 for details.

bearing
signatures was little
more than the routine
reply sent out to letter
writers, in other words
‘Noting I can do’. Ac-
tually thereis, but that
apart, a petition that
size on a subject he
must know is of long
standing concern,

SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

Saturday,
2nd March

Friday,

Thursday,

CAVERSHAM
DIARY

10.30-12 noon Caversham
Heights Methodist Church
Coffee Morning. All
welcome.

7.30pm Arthur Legge
‘15th March Centre.
Horticultural Society AGM.

8pm Baptist Centre Prospect
21st March Street. Caversham & District
Residents' Association AGM.

Caversham

merited a more con-
sidered reply.

CLEAN FOOD

Caversham  and
District Residents’
Association is holding
its Annual Meeting on
the first day of Spring,
21st March, at the Bap-
tist Centre, Prospect
Street, at 8.0 p.m.
After the formal
business of the
meeting, Marian
Shepherd of the
Borough Environmen-
tal Services will speak
on Food Safety. We all
have to eat and should
not have to wonder
how safe our food is, so
this is of concern to
everyone.

If you think you
would find it in-
teresting to work more
closely with the
Residents’  Associa-
tion, you may like to
consider joining its
Committee. Phone the
Secretary on Reading
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John Kitcher & Son

[5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
‘ (evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

)

e

Large range of patterns to choose from

[Summerfield

REST HOME

i

| This distinguished Victorian
| dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our
residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Office and Domestic
New Installations & Maintenance
Data Wiring — Burglar Alarms

Fire Alarms

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham

Reading, RG4 7EZ

The Entertainin§ Cooks )

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guideJ k
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YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS

J MIDDLETON

46 Chazey Road
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7DU

Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

MASTER CARPENTER

Milwards have been fitting shoes for
well over a century. In branches
throughout the South of England,

Milwards offer personal service and

fitting expertise for the whole family.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

J. D. SANSUM
& SON

PLUMBING, HEATING, &
GENERAL REPAIRS,
KITCHEN & BATHROOM
SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

Telephone
READING 473003

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

Chazey W.I.

The life and times of
a University Lecturer
entertained Chazey
W.I. in January when
Dr John Hardy of the
Geography Depart-
ment of Reading
University tried to

| convince them that

the life of a lecturer
was not just two lec-
tures a week and very
long-holidays! An in-

sight into Dr Hardy’s
own field of study
was given by slides of
aerial photography
and, more recently,
satellite photography.

The competition —
Hand Writing — was
won by Tricia
Stringer and the raffle
by Dorothy
Churcher.

Caversham
Ladies Club

The Club met in the
Baptist Church Room
on 11th January
when Mrs Harwood
in the Chair welcom-
ed members with
wishes for a Happy,
Healthy 1991. This
was followed by the
announcement of the
sudden death of Mrs
Tait which was.
received with shock
before  members
stood in silence to
her memory.

Owing to the il-
Iness of the Secretary,
Mrs Nan Nelhams,
no minutes of the
December meeting
were available, with
the exception of the
report on the
Christmas Lunch held
on 20th December at
Chiltern Chase Lodge
at Woodcote and
voted by members at-
tending as a great
success and a very
happy occasion. The
meal and decor,
beautifully presented,
during which music
was provided by
Barry Strong and his
two friends George
and John played Old

Tyme songs ending

with carols, were
warmly appreciated
and gave a welcome
prelude to Christmas.

Discussions then
started; two outings
were proposed, one
for a day outing to
Portsmouth in May
and a half day in
September to be a
mystery tour, follow-
ed by tea at Chiltern
Chase Lodge at
Woodcote.

It was decided to
approach the Sue
Ryder Home at Net-
tlebed for a collecting
box into which
members would be
able to contribute to
this worthy cause;
this has now been ap-
plied for.

The Easter Party
this year would be in
April with tea and a
competition for an
Easter Bonnet to be
made by members.

Other business was
discussed after which
tea served by the tea
ladies was most
welcome after so
much talking.

Maplewood W.I.

Maplewood’s
January meeting was
their thirty-sixth Birth-
day Party to which
the President, Mrs J.
Baddeley, welcomed
Mrs Gillian Fricker,
County Chairman,
and guests from
Earley, Woodley,
Winnersh, Sonning
and Chazey
Institutes.

When the business
part of the meeting
had been disposed of
members enjoyed a
Quiz in which all the
answers were the
names of flowers.
This was won by a
visitor from Sonning.
A delicious tea was
then served followed
by the cutting of the
Birthday Cake which
has been made by
Mrs M. Jeffrey. The
Flower of the Month

was won by Mrs St
Alphonse and social
chat completed the
afternoon.

Caversham
Community
Associaton

The first meeting in
1991 was the 7th
January when
members gathered
for a cheese and wine
party. Everyone came
ready to pay their
yearly subscriptions
and to enjoy the
company of their
friends. A fine selec-
tion of cheeses,
biscuits and wine, or
fruit juice, was serv-
ed to everyone and
partaken of with ap-
preciation. During
the evening the enter-
tainment was provid-
ed by The Reading
Studio Accordé Ac-
cordion Orchestra,
led by Bob Brown.
They gave a sparkling
medley of songs and
well loved pieces of
music. The members
were invited to dance
to some of the tunes
and community sing-
ing was also includ-
ed. The orchestra was
reminiscent of the
one, led by Marie
Hyde, that was well
known in earlier
years. Indeed, one of
the members of the
orchestra was the
daughter of a
member of Marie
Hyde’s orchestra. A
pleasant evening
which went“all too
quickly.

On the 14th
January Mrs Gra-
inger, from Southern
Electricity Board, ex-
plained the basic
principles of
microwave cooking.
She demonstrated the
ease of cooking in a
microwave oven and
the safe cooking of
frozen or chilled
meals. Mrs Grainger
cooked an appetising
winter meal of a leek
and ham bake, with
vegetables and an ap-
ple pudding. The
members were then
given the opportuni-
ty of asking questions
on microwave
cookery before Mrs
Grainger left after giv-
ing a most infor-
mative talk and
demonstration.

The whistdrive,
which took place the
following week, was
well attended and

supervised by
Doreen Crawley in
her usual capable
manner. The member
with the highest
number of points was
Joyce Roddy, who
received first prize.

A Bring and Buy
evening was held on
the 28th January
when members
brought their un-
wanted articles for
auction in aid of club
funds. Many
members attended
bringing a wide range
of goods including
groceries, perfumes
and cosmetics, vases,
a picture and lamp-
shades. The bidding
was brisk and at the
end of the evening
the total cash raised
was  £51 an
amount which - will
help with the many
expenses of the club.

Caversham
Heights
Townswomen's
Guild

The speaker from the
Reading branch of
the Kennet and Avon
Canal Trust, secretary
Mr G Horn, said that
at the January
meeting of Caver-
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sham Heights
Townswomen'’s guild
that the canal is real-
ly three waterways
that were brougﬁt
together as one
waterway in 1810. A
founder member of

the Trust, John
Gould, delivered a
petition to Buck-

ingham Palace near-
ly 40 years ago in
order to try to save
the whole canal from
being abandoned
and closed. Now
together with
statutory owners, the
British Waterways
Board, the Trust has
worked for some thir-
ty years to restore the
canal to full use so
that boats, fishermen,
walkers, birdwat-
chers, naturalists and
families can benefit
from it. Local
authorities have also
helped. At:Claverton
pumping Station, at
the other end of the
canal, Bath Universi-
ty of Technology
gave assistance to
volunteers from the
Trust in the late
1960's and 1970's, to
mention only one ex-
ample of co-
operation. Descrip-
tive slides belonging
to -the Trust were
shown to an in-
terested audience.

Both funds for and
public awareness of

Turn to page 11
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Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

& Industrial

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments * Development

* Property Management

George Chilvers

& Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

89100
N

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A5.17.p.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451
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ABBEYFIELD VISIT

THEIR Worships the Mayor and Mayoress, Cllr. and Mrs. Geof-
frey Canning, recently paid an official visit to Abbeyfield St
Peter’s, the supportive care home for the elderly in St. Peter’s
Avenue, run by the Abbeyfield Reading Society. The distinguish-
ed visitors spent some considerable time talking to the residents
staff and committee before moving on to the Society’s other

home in Maitland Road, Reading, where one of the residents

was celebrating her 91st birthday.

o

The Mayor and Mayoress, Clir and Mrs Geoffrey Canning visiting the
Caversham house. Miss Gwen Gardiner and Mr. Jim Pilgrim are also

in the picture.

— E.S. Archer

CROWN BUTCHERS

75 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks
Tel: (0734) 751600

Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL

12% % Discount given on
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS
OVER £40

TYPING SERVICE

FROM.CV’S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFIGIENT SERVICE
CGOLLEGTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050
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this valuable amenity
were raised through
the various activities
which took place
along the canal last
year. Her Majesty the
Queen reopened the
whole canal by the
opening the Queen
Elizabeth 1l lock at
Caen Hill, Devizes
last August. She
greeted John Gould
and Trust officials
during her visit to the
canal museum.

Choosing from a
basket of food, com-
munity  dietitian
Lauran Vokins BSc
SRD gave guidance
towards  healthy
eating to ‘a good
gathering of

CAVERSHAM

GOOD

NEIGHBOURS

THE Caversham Good
Neighbours 26th
A.G.M. was held at
Church House on Tues-
day, 22nd January.
Proceedings opened
with a short prayer by
the Rector, Rev.
Richard Kingsbury.

The Chairman then
addressed the meeting,
welcoming those who
attended and reading
apologies for absence.
He then asked the
Secretary to give a
report on the year's
work.

The Secretary
reported that, as usual,
providing transport to
Hospitals, Doctors’
Surgeries, Dentists etc.
formed 75% of their
workload. Regular trips
were also made to take
the elderly to various
Clubs such as Darby
and Joan. It was in-
teresting to note that
during the year the ma-
jority of runs to Battle
Hospital were to the
Chiropody Department;
from these, together
with many similar runs
to the Royal Berkshire
Hospital and a few to
Queen's Road Clinic, it
would appear that the
elderly people in Caver-
sham have well-cared
for feet!! In connection
with this fact, at a sug-
gestion from one of
those attending, it is in-
tended to investigate
the possibility of a
Caversham Chiropody
Clinic once a month.
The introduction of
parking-meters and
provision of permit
discs, has made life

members of social
studies group. She
recommended the
use of different types
of beans including
baked beans. Some
leaflets issued by
dietitians and a
Health Education
department showed
how a few changes
can be made and
your life "brightened
at the same time.

CORRECTION
IN last month’s
paper we gave a
wrong figure for
the St. Peter’s
Wives carol sing-
ing collection.
They did in fact
raise £102 and
not $10 in aid of
the Sue Ryder
Foundation.

easier for drivers when

visiting both hospitals.
The Secretary then
mentioned the posters
around Caversham,
asking for volunteer
drivers. The number of
drivers available has
dwindled sadly and
those remaining were
in danger of being
overloaded. She then
finished by thanking all
helpers — the Commit-
tee, the Office helpers,
those who drive, visit,
granny-sit, shop etc.

The Treasurer then
gave her Report and
the balance sheet was
perused and adopted.
Finances were shown
to be in quite a healthy
position.

The Speakers of the
evening, two MacMillan
Nurses, Janet
Hodgeson and Jackie
Whitney, were then in-
troduced by the Chair-
man. They explained
the work of the Mac-
millan Nurses, mainly
to teach people the
traumas (and how to
cope with them) of
developing a cancer in
any of its various forms
— a possibility of one in
three it seems — a
sobering thought! This
was followed by a video
film showing aspects of
their work. They were
thanked by the Chair-
man who also gave
them a donation to the
MacMillan  Nurses’

Fund Appeal from
Caversham Good
Neighbours.

The Chairman closed
the meeting by
repeating the thanks
expressed by the
Secretary, and added
special thanks to the
two Mr Kents, whose
help in looking after
the Good Neighbours in
Church House was
invaluable.
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PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

FROX

For that special
occasion
Evening Gowns
and
Cocktail Wear

L HIRE SERVICE

=

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623

V & I HARDWARE

® D.I.Y. ® GARDENING
® PETFOODS ® HOUSEWARES
® ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING
® KEY-CUTTING

10 MILESTONE WAY,
EMMER GREEN

Tel: 474538

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS
ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE
* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH
* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL
* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED
* CONSERVATORIES
FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

EPLACEMENT

5 INDOWS.

Caversham
iReading

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR
M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road

Telephone
Reading
479642

—_— ]

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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SJ BUILDERS Central Heating
~— General Repairs
Houses - Extensions - Ro;ﬁng - K_ c. BARN Es
Property Maintenance - Patios
Intemal & External Decoration & SON
209 Kidmore Road
167 Henley Road DARREN SMITH Caversham
Caversham 3
ST Tel (0734) 475998 Telephone:
Resdie RO4IRN or 0860 863055 481929
[ Your
PET SHOP
CHILTERN NURSERY in
TRAINING COLLEGE GCAVERSH;;M
The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for ee gee e_ts
the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School' and Aqua”a

is open during term time. The babies and children are
cared for by trained staff assisted by our own studentj
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Roar, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

V7 FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXING EXPERTS

F/.;E
56 Donkin Hil W

£
Plf Fflgng ’

P'qﬁ
Caversham W%
Reading RG4 ODG\

-A 0734 478853/479163 “vear

R Surusfiue

Silk and Dried Flower Arrangements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

|l Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

M. ]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD !
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE

Telephone 4755&2{_1

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES

READING 479276
ANY TIME

| . 15004

BRITTANY
STONE COTTAGE
Fully modernised,

sleeps 6 in great
comfort.

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels,

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at -

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights

Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

| Telephone Reading 482800

MIKE
THOMAS

OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896
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STITCHIN’ TIME

1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106

NEW SPRING/SUMMER STOCK,
INCLUDING LIBERTY OF LONDON
PRINTS NOW IN STOCK.

ALSO EVENING AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,

BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday
N N N R N e e e e

@AYFR_SHAM GIOOKSHOP
18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

QUALIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST
Mark Chuter A.A.R

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversham
Reading

RG4 OHB

0734 477192

Supfema

DRY CLEANERS
Il

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM o
Telephone 477713

Use itjustlike a vaqhum cleaner and see the dirt |
_being removed

M. B, HORMIGO

GENERAL BUILDER

J. LUCKETT

(Insurance Services)

LTD
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE
14 Church Street, (second floor)

Specialising in Victorian houses and
renovations, also Roofing, Plastering and
Carpentry

FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

11 miles from sea Caversham
Telephone Telephone Reading 481130
477525
EXETER || GAVERSHAM CARS

Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment, fully fur-
nished. available for lettings.
Situated on banks of River Exe.
within short distance of Cathedral
and town centre

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE

Contact Mrs M. Wall
Tel. 475661

HAND CRAFTED
GREETINGS CARDS

By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS

BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

Reading 478607

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

TOMALIN& SON | | J.R- McCARDLE

(NAFD) STONEMASON
F_ uneral Fine Memorials in
Directors Marble, Stone and

Granite

40 Ne Strees Restoration and all

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

READING 470690 Henley-on-Thames other masonry
Telephone 3370 lnceiaten
NETLEY LANDSCAPES READING 62302
Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC ARTHUR
PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK, ————
AL, PANTING, SR D TReE BUTLER ™3 7F JONES
COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS N g A © F o D v
Tel. READING 477466 .
: g FUNERAL ﬁﬁggﬁ;
. DIRECTORS Craftsmen in Stone
Carpenter & Joiner || Telephone 5 o
"1 | (0491) 573370 |§j BEDFORD RD
PETER Director: READING
MAY Mr Elkington Telephone

Phone Reading 478175

15 Chiltern Bank,
* Peppard Common

573537
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