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ANGRY
CHARIT

PETER ANNEREAU

by

FEW PEOPLE who watched the *‘Challenge Anneka’ programme
on television just before Christmas, when the story of a four-day
blitz to refurbish an orphanage in northern Romania was told,
could have remained dry-eyed. Anneka was herself reduced to
tears when she saw the children lying indamp rags in rusting cots
in a cellar smelling ‘‘like a stable’".

At the end she revealed that, bad though the conditions were,
the home was not unique but there are hundreds of others like
conditions were even worse.

it —and in some the

For many such
childrenhelpisonits
way — from twoattic
rooms in Prospect
Street, Caversham.
It is here, at the
Caversham Business
Centreat No. 23, that

the charity FEED
THE CHILDREN is
based.

This international
Christianrelief agen-
¢y was founded in
America eleven
years ago, since
when it has been ac-
tive in relieving
poverty in twenty-
seven countries. The
European  charity
was set up a few
months ago follow-
ing the revelation of
appalling conditions
in institutions for
childrenin Romania,
and it is to this coun-
try that FEED THE
CHILDREN (Europe)
is firstly directing its
attention.

In November a
lorry loaded with
$88,000 worth of
goods mostly
donated left
Reading for Constan-
ta, a Black Sea port
where problems of
poverty have been
compounded by the
prevalance of AIDS.

Initially, six in-
stitutions were
helped by FEED THE
CHILDREN, in-
cluding a school for
mentally handicap-
ped children and a
soup kitchen, but the
principal focus of at-
tention are two large
orphanages and the
municipal hospital of
Constants, and these
will continue to
receive aid from the
charity for three to
four years.

At the hospital,
medical supplies are

welcomed as life-
savers. As wellasthe
usual conditionsone
might expect to find
being treated, the
children’s  depart-
ment has one hun-
dred childrensuffer-
ing from AIDS and
the remark-
able doctorin charge
— with whom FEED
THE CHILDREN isin
constant touch, has
another five hun-
dred such cases in
her care in the
district.

Conditions in the

orphanages can only
be described as grim.

Imagine two hun-
dred and twenty
handicapped  ‘‘ir-

recuperables’ aged
from four to twenty
lying in rags in wet
and soiled cots,
seldom being picked
up, never cuddled.
Disinterested staff
fed them all by bot-
tle, because it was
casier and quicker.
Only when
foreigners appeared
did the staff start
feeding the han-
dicapped children
with solid foods —
and then they used
one spoon, going
from cot to cot with
aspoonful foreachin
turn. At wash time
all the children were
taken to one room —
the only one with a
light bulb.

With aid being
delivered by a
number of agencies,
and volunteers from
Britain and other
countries  giving
their time and using
theirskills to provide
the homes with basic
amenities and to
motivate and train
staff, conditions are

improving, but these
homes will need
assistance for some
time to come, says
FEED THE
CHILDREN'S Euro-
pean director Mr
David Grubb.

“We are building
relationships — with
the Romanian peo-

ple, working very
closely with them
and providing

precisely the help
they require.”’

A central feature
of FEED THE
CHILDREN'S policy
is that aid should be
carefully targetted
and its use
monitored. The
charity transports
the goods itself and
supervises distribu-
tion to ensure that
none of it goes astray
or leeches into the
active Black Market
for the many goods
unobtainable in
Romanian shops.

FEED THE
CHILDREN is not
sending out random
goodsbutisidentify-
ing need and then
seekingthe required
items through ap-
proaches to
manufacturers,
wholesalers,
retailers and
public at large.

Warehouse space
has recently been
found in Reading
enabling the charivy
to sort and pack
donated goodsand to
build up a stock of
certainitems, such as

the

blankets, plastic
sheeting, tentage

and warm clothes for
disasterrelief, when
the charity may need
to “*hittheroad’ ata
few hours’ notice to
assist people made
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Feed the Children Emergency Director David Grubb with an orphan suffering from AIDS atanin-
stitution in Cernavoda, Southern Romania.

homeless by a sud-
den natural or man-
made disaster.

Meanwhile,
preparations are in
hand for the next
delivery of aid to
Romania scheduled
for the end of
February.

Project officer Jeff
Alderson has just
returned from
visiting the institu-
tions around Con-
stanta with a new
“‘needs’ list and is
particularly keen to
obtaina good supply
of tinned fruit tosup-
plement the or-
phans’ meagre ra-
tions and baby food
for the youngest in-
mates and hospital
patients.

“‘Can you imagine
tenand even fifteen-
year-old  children
who have rarely, if

ever, eaten fruit?"’
he asks. “‘Fruit is not
served asitisexpen-
sive and takes too
long to prepare. Yet
these children are
desperately in need
of nutritious food.
They are mostly
weak, anaemic and
sick.”

Jeff adds **We are
fortunate to have
reliable local con-
tacts in Romania as
the security and ef-
fective use of the
goods supplied are
crucial. Theft and
the Black Market are
rampant and that is
why [ have been
back there just
before Christmas to
check on the items
we delivered and to
confirm the list for
our next delivery.

“But taking goods
there is only one

part. We are prepar-
ing a long term plan
to assist with
playgroup and
related activities for
the ‘irrecuperables’,
of  whom it is
estimated that one-
third can be
rehabilitated  and
should never have
been put in the or-
phanage in the first
place.

“The planincludes
professional training
for the Romanian
staff. If they are not
motivated, trained
and better paid, our
other efforts will be
of no lasting value.
Similarly, we are
designing a health

education pro-
gramme on  AIDS
through the
municipal hospital
for schools, social

clubs etc.

“We are an angry
charity. All  this
would never have
happened if it had
not been for the
outrageous edicts of
the late President
Ceausescu.  Along
with others, we are
determined  that

these children no
longer suffer
needlessly. ™

In addition to cash
donations and offers

of goods — par-
ticularly tinned fruit
— FEED THE
CHILDREN  would

welcome people for-
ming small support
groups for fund-
raising and collection
of goods.

FEED THE
CHILDREN's office
at 23 Prospect Street,
Caversham, is open
Monday to Friday,
9am to HSpm (Tel.
0734-461611).
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STANDARD ASSESSMENT TASKS

DID YOU go round the sales? | stood mesmeriz-
ed in the Gas showrooms — a cooker large and
splendid was before me, with controls like the
cockpitof Concorde. | read recently thatin spite
of all the technology of our age most cooks still
dip their fingers in to test the temperature and
decide whether or not the food is cooked by ac-
tually looking in the oven. What a triumph for
humanity! — all those sophisticated dials and
switches and thermometers staiing dully into
space like blind electronic eyes. We humans
resist most attempts at making us more efficient.

We are most fortunate in Cavershamto have
first rate schools. | teach an Infant class in one

of them.

Recently we did some measuring of my six
vear olds as part of a maths exercise. This was
an education in itself — such difference of
height, such differences in waist measurements.
Some had long arms and some short. Did you
know that some six year olds wear jumpers spor-
ting the label “"ag®d 4 — 5" and others ““aged
" and some others (3 in my group) “‘aged
9—10". Whatatriumph forhumanity! — what
untidy creatures we are, growing at different
paces, our genes laughing in the faces of those

6—7

who would have a tidy “‘average child”".

The testing for the National Curriculum will
soon be upon us. At the time of writing, those
of uswho will be called upon toimplement the
tests are still in the dark as to their exact nature,
except tosay that the Standard Assessment Tasks
(SATs) will consist of a series of activities and,
forthe 7 yearolds, will be cross curricular. The
content of the National Curriculum for this age
group is very akin to what Infant teachers have
been doing foryears. Also, the challenges to the
teacher are the same — to provide systematic
schemes of learning, to give continuing en-
couragement to the slower developers and to
give further stimulus to those quick to unders-
tand concepts. The differences are in the record
keepingand in the testing. In the idea of testing
at 7 is a fallacy so dire that | am amazed that it
continues to be so unchallenged. BY WHAT
AUTHORITY AND BY WHOSE CALCULA-
TIONS DO WE DECIDE WHAT IS NORMAL
DEVELOPMENTFORA 7 YEAROLD? (bearin
mind that on the days of the testing some
children will have been 7 for several months and

others NOT YET seven) All Infant teachers can
tell you stories of children who they despaired
of and then, suddenly, the child blossomed, and
stories of others who made aflying startand then
marked time before going on to the next stage.

“indifferent teaching’’ — human development
is an untidy, variable process with peaks and
troughs and plateaux. Further, in addition tothe
accumulation of knowledge there is much to
learn. The solitary child has to learn co-operative
investigation, the boisterous child has to learn
to take turns; they must all develop skills in
observation, questioning, recording, reasoning
and prediction. What, too, of kindness? self con-
trol? And....may | say it.... of developing as an
individual —anuntidy individual interested in
Turtles and pterosaurs, mini beasts and
monsters, Skipits and Sindy, football and
fighting, giggling over rude words and made up
rhymes, crying when the hamster dies and get-
ting excited at your birthday.

| was asked recently if | had made any New
Year resolutions. | said no, but, reflecting on it,
YES. In 1991 | resolve to continue my untidy
growth as an individual. Thank God there are
no SATs for 43 yearolds —Iamonly too aware
that many areas of my humanness remain un-
developed. My only Attainment Target is to be
open to change and to embrace friendship
whenever it is offered to me. (I think that’s
something of whatl mean when | pray “Thy will
be done”)

To those of you who have young children in
Caversham schools, | say —be very grateful that
your youngsters are in hands of hardworking
teachers who really care about your sons and
daughters asindividuals. Toall of you I say this
— the world doesn’t operate by strict transac-
tions whereby the good reap rewards and the
bad ‘uns get the nasties. Human life isan untidy
collection of different sorts of experiences; of
unexpected growing, of frustrating plateaux, of
setbacks, of illness and good health. Be yourin-
dividual self that God has intended you to be.
His National Curriculum isembraced in this “"to
all who receive Him, who believed in His
Name, he gave them the power to become the
children of God”” Whatatriumph for humanity
when we are joined to Him!
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To all who have loved ones out in the Gulf:

Those who wish to be put in touch with a Christian minister, or who
would appreciate a sympathetic ear, please feel free to ring either

Brian Ebbs 474747
Norman Kent 475472, or 479378 (daytime)
Carol Clark 843999
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SUNDAY SERVICES

ANGLICAN

St Peter’s )
8.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Parish Communion
11.15am Matins

6.30pm Evensong

St John's .
§.00am Holy Communion
9.15am Family Eucharist

11.00am Children’s Service

St Andrew’s

11.
6.30pm Evensong

St Barnabas’

10.30am and 6.30pm

10.30am (in Chapel)
6.30pm (in Chapel)

METHODIST

11.00am and 6.30pm
Caversham Heights
11.00am and 6.30pm
ROMAN CATHOLIC

Ilam every Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion

9.15am Family Eucharist ; - :
am Holy Communion (not 3rd Sunday)
11.15am Matins (3rd Sunday)

8.00am Holy Communion
9.30am Family Communion ( 1
9.30am Family Service (2nd Sunday only)

St Margaret's, Mapledurham .
8.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)
11.00am Parish Communion

CAVERSHAM BAPTIST FREE CHURCH

CAVERSHAM PARK CHURCH (Caversham Park Primary School)
11.00am Family Communion (1st and 3rd Sundays)

Morning Worship (2nd and 4th Sundays)

Family Service (5th Sunday)

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS CHRISTIAN HEL[,()\\'SHIP
10.45am Worship at Mapledurham Pavilion

Caversham, Gosbrook Road

9.00am Holy Communion (1st Sunday)

St Annes Saturday 5.30pm, Sunday 9.45am and 6.30pm

Our Lady of Caversham 8.30am and 11.15am

St Martin's School 9.15am Mass

Mapledurham House 6.00pm Mass (last Sunday)

UNITED REFORMED CHURCH, York Road

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS (Quakers), Church Street, Reading 10.30am

Caversham Church House — 3rd Sunday Meeting for Worship 7.30pm.
House study groups Sept — June Tel: 475783

apart from 2nd Sunday)

THE VEN. D.I.T. EASTMAN ,
PLEASE SEE NOTICE ON PAGE 11

POST
BAG

Dear Editors,

| was saddened to read
"“Watchdog's" soft ap-
proach to the proposed
development of Chazey
Courtin the January Issue.
It read as though the
development had virtually
been approved and that it
would be pointless to object
toit. Perhaps '‘Watchdog "’
would like to know that itis
being opposed and oppos-
ed fiercely by those ob-
viously more affected by
the proposal and who are
more aware of the
disastrous affect it would
have upon the Warren.

Yours etc
Ivan W.J. Warren

1 Warren Court
The Warren
Caversham

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the

CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will: )
1. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

2. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transporf on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Give information regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.
Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.
479048 0r 476181)

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE ““POP-IN** CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone totalk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.
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ICAN hearsome of
my readers saying
“‘Oh no, not
Christmas again’’,
for it’s a fact that
the beginning of
my February col-
umn almost always
contains

some-|
thing about the|Many

KATY IN CAVERSHAM

s

(and I have no
doubt others in
Caversham) has

lalways coped ad-

mirably with the
hundreds

festive season in Who arrived with

Caversham, publi-
shing dates being
what they are. But,
onsecond thoughts,
is this really a
reason for not say-
ing thank-you yet
again to all the
Caversham people
who served us so
well in the run-up
to Christmas. Much
as I do deplore
supermarket shop-
ping, I can never
praise sufficiently
thelads and lassies
who workinthem;
heavenknowshow
they keep so cool
whenthe shopsare
literally  packed
and the check-out
queues miles long.
But this year they
really excelled
themselves to the
extent that one
seldom came away
without a ‘Happy
Christmas’ or ‘Hap-
py New Year’
floating after one.

The Prospect
Street Post Office

parcels and
packages and even
found time to ad-
vise on the best and
sometimes the
cheapest way of
posting. And it
wouldn’t be fair to
miss out those in
the smaller shops
who gave us such
admirable service.

I was pleased to
see that so many
old and house-
bound folk were
being well looked
after, often by
neighbours. But
the lass who really
took the prize asfar
asIwas concerned
wasthe young pro-
fessionallady who,
when asked what
she was doing at
Christmas, simply
said that she and
her assistant were
going to spend the
holiday at a Lon-
don Crisis centre
giving their profes-
sionalhelp where it

was most needed. |
should very much
like to mention her
by name, but am
not at all sure she
would approve, so
I’'ll simply say that
though she has on-
ly been working
here for about a
year and doesn't
actually live in
Caversham, she
has already made
herself a firm
favourite  with
those she meets in
the course of her
work.

==I==1
o | |

GUY BROWN

This has been a
very happy season
for the Brown
family who run the
pet shop in Pro-
spect Street. A
week or so ago
Jerry told me that
young Guy was
now understudy-
ing the lead in
““42nd Street’’ cur-
rently running
Edinburgh, adding
that he probably
wouldn’teverreal-
ly play the part.

Suddenly by an
amazing stroke of
good luck for him
and, alas, bad luck
for the lead
himself, the part
became his for a
few weeks at least
while the unfor-
tunate lead found
himself in hospital
having an opera-
tion, not, [ unders-
tand, aseriousone.
So for a short time
at least Guy will
find himself at the
top of the tree,
havingonly started
about 16 months
ago as the lowest
chorus boy in the
show. A party of us
went to see him
when the company
was appearing on
the South coast
about a year ago.
Needlesstosay, his
entire family made
the journey to
Edinburgh to see
him in the lead
part. They are a
specially nice fami-
ly, so we were all
delighted at the
news.

ELLEN CROOK

Sad news, alas,
for the friends and

neighbours of
Ellen Crook, who
died late in
November; she
wasavery popular
friend and
neighbour, who

had lived in Hamp-
den Road nearly all
her life and came
from an old Caver-
sham family.
Known as Crookie
to the staff at
Jacksons, for
whom she supplied
knitted and
crocheted goods,
as she did for Vera
Fletcher who once
ran a fancy goods
shop in Prospect
Street, she was also
remembered by
many as the lady
who provided such
marvellous cakes
and other
refreshments for
the children’s par-
ties at Elliotts,
where her husband
worked. She was
one of those people
who took akeenin-
terest in everyone
she met and never
missed a chance to
greet  somebody
and perhaps pass
on news of other
Caversham people.
She leaves a

daughter, Valerie,
and a son, Derek,
together with four
grandchildren
who, thought not
living in Caver-
sham themselves
willbe well known
to Ellen’s friends
and neighbours,
forshe was always
anxious to pass on
news of them. She
will  be much
missed.

==

PAVEMENTS
AGAIN

And now can
something please
be done about
Caversham
pavements which
have been the
cause of falls to
many local people
this winter. Calls to
the local authority
have been very
courteously met
and for weeks now
we have hadanew
rush of yellow
markings in the
district. But this
hasn’t solved the
problem and if
something isn’t
done soon it will get

worse. I hardly like
to blame the local
authority — we all
know how they are
being forced to cut
back so much and
probably more soin
the future, but I
sometimes think
it’s lucky for them
they aren’t in the
US. The last time I
wastherelbecame
only too wellaware
that the cry of ‘Sue’
was frequently
heard — and most
of them do, which
is probably why on
the whole their
roads and pave
ments tend to be
better kept than
ours. And now I'll
sit back and wait
for somebody to
tell me thisisn’t the
case —afterallldo
only know part of
that vast conti-
nent.

HAPPY NEW
YEAR

Andnow belated
New Year
greetings to
everyone, and in
your resolutions
don’t forget the
one about keeping
the ‘Bridge’ editors
briefed on bits of
local news.

SINGING FOR
SOUP AND SHELTER

EACH DECEMBER
the south Chiltern
Choral Society gives
two Christmas con-
certs  at  Chiltern
Edge School, and
the audiences are in-
vited to contribute
during the intervals
to a charity which

the  Society  has
chosen.

One ofitetihe
members  of  the

choir, Mrs Kate
Hobson, whoisalso
the secretary of the
World Service, Mis-
sionand Ncighbour
hood Committee at
Caversham Heights
Mcthodist Church,
proposed that the
1990  collection
should be given to
the  Churches  in
Reading  Drop-in-
Centre  for  the

Homeless. Her pro-
posal was warmly
supported, and
cqually warm was
the generosity  of
those whoattended
the concerts: noless
that &£954.08 was
given: This splendid
sum was a very
welcome New Year
present  for the
Reading Council of
Churches which set
up and runs the
Drop-in-Centre.

E.M.A.

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

Prospect
Furnishings

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

6 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading (0734) 476565

We buy and sell militaria and curios

CAVERSHAM
INNER WHEEL
CLUB

INNER WHEEL
members are the
wives of Rotarians.
They enjoy a great
deal of fun and
fellowship in fund-
raising and giving
personalservice for
charities and sup-
porting Rotary pro-
jects whenrequired.

Help to averseas

rincludes collecting

toiletries for
Romania, collecting
stamps and coins for
Sahara project,
knitting squares to
make blankets for
Mother Tecresa, sen-
ding clothes for the
Miriam Dean Trust.

With local
charities they have
helped sort clothes
at the Sue Ryder
home, prepared
food for a Rotary
Christmas party for
under-privileged
children, given
Christmas tokens to
teenagers at

Reading Family Aid
centreand Women's
refuge, sent men’s
clothes to R.E.A.P.
(Reading Emergen-
cy Accommodation
Project) and held a
tea party for elderly
people.

Fund raising
ranges from fashion
shows, flower
displays, gardeners’
question time and,
latterly, a Gala
evening at the Pro-
gress Theatre with
supper. The profit
from this last fund
raising will go to the
President’s chosen
charity, C.A.R.E.,
providing long term
village community
homes for mentally
handicapped
people.

A donation has
alsobeensent tothe

| district Chairman'’s
charity whichis Ab-
beyfield Home for
the elderly.

JENNINGS BROS
T i FAMILY

=

BUTCHERS

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

o —

i 10% DISCOUNT

\Given off current retail
1 prices on purchases

1 OVER £40

Branches at:

ST MARTIN’S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172
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Supplymg Fresh Frult

Vegetables and Potatoes
Free Range Eggs

HOME COOKING
CAKES, BISCUITS, BREAD,

QUI(‘HEC S & PL'DDIN(’S

JAMS, MARMALADES, PICKLES
CELEBRATION (AP\EL

to order

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

J. P. MOTORS

MoT while you wait (by
appointment

*

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken

New and used car sales

L I S

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged.

Call us to day for first-class personal
service

el: 477377 24-hour Ansafone

J. P. MOTORS
TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

Commercial & Industrial
Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments x Development

* Property Management

George Chilvers

& Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.(0734) 580656

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS

WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

RESIDENTS" VIEWPOINT

By Watchdog

NO SURRENDER
ON BUGS BOTTOM
THE RUN up to
Christmas, very short
notice and, thrown in
for good measure, the
coldest night to date of
the winter, would
generally be recognis-
cdasthe worst possible
ingredients toensure a
successful public
meeting, but inspite of
all that, a couple of
hundred people
gathered in the hall of
Caversham  Primary
School fora cause that
was stronger than all
thereasons for not tur-
ningout. This was Bugs
Bottom which, “after
nearly seven years of
campaign, still com-
mands as much sup-
port as ever it did.
Michael Devereux,
Principal Planning Of-
ficer for North and West
Reading, was the first
speaker. He was there
topresent the detailed
plans for the first
phase of buildingin the
valley, and he remind-
cd hislisteners that the
task of the Planning
Committee in relation
to detailed plans is
simply to consider the
plans in front of them
on the site itself, and
not their repercussions
on surrounding areas.
As details of the plans
and objections to them
were dealt within the
Novemberissue of this

newspaper, there is
not need to repeat
them  here, beyond

saying that the more
letters of objection to
them that the Planning
Committee receives,
the greater it
strengthens  their
hand. For most people
the objection is not so
much about what the
houses will look like as
to their being there at
all, and no doubt there
were many comments
to that effect even
though they arcirrele-
vant to a detailed
application,
Following on Mike

Devercux, Mr. Clive
Williams,  speaking
about the imminent

Court of Appeal case,
said a key issue was
that changes to the
County Structure Plan
were confirmed on the
very day that the
Secretary of State also
signed permission for
development in Bugs
Bottom. He felt the
defendersof the valley
had a good case even
though the strength of
the opposition was
formidable.

Dr. Christina Hill of
Sane Planning in the
South East (SPISE) re-
iterated the arguments
she had put at an
carlier Bugs Bottom

meeting that Bugs Bot-

tom is part of a whole
movement to prevent
the over development
of the South-East
which had already
reached a critical stage
and she congratulated
local campaigners on
their work.

Sir Gerard Vaughan
alsosaw itasastrength
that there was far
more environmental
concern now  than
there  was  when
Michael Heseltine was
formerly Secretary of
State for the Environ-

ment. Here it must,
however, be
remembered that

although Michael
[Heseltine is the first
Secretary of State con-
cerned with Bug Bot-
tom (there have been
three others) actually
to know the Chilterns
countryside, he also
was the progenitor of
the notorious
‘[leseltown”  to  the
south of Reading.

Brian Wright of Com-
mon Land Cause said
further research was
indicating that the
nincteenth  century
Enclosure  Awards
could still be used to
save the valley.

Molly  Casey of
Caversham and
District Residents’
Association, reminded
those present of the
importance of in-
dividual letters to the
Sceretary of State. It
was that that brought
about the first delay in
confirming the deci-
sion to build in the
valley, on whichall the
succeeding  delays
have been able to
build. Letters should
ask Michael Heseltine
to review the whole
matter and withdraw
permission. Write to

him at. the House of
Commons.
After that, Peter

Watsham auctioned a
number of items sent
in by celebrities who
supported the fight to

save  Bugs  Bottom.
There were several
signed "books and

photographs, a couple
of ties and even a sign-
ed tee-shirt from Jim-
my  Saville. Peter
himself c¢learly had his
cye on Simon Rattle’s
signed  programmes
but even though he
had himself obtained
them from Simon Rat-
tle whilst disguised asa
rabbit, it cost him to get
them back.

Catherine Ratcliffe
then sang a folk song
specially composed for
the campaign, with its
refrain taken up by the
audience,

Shall bricks and mor-
tar blight our land?

O no, it shall not be’

and in with a final
reminder to people to

|lu| n out the next mor-

ning to send off the
petition on its journey
Lo London, the
meeting dispersed into
the cold night.

A SNOWY JOURNEY

The following morn-
ingat 9.30a.m. agood-
ly crowd had gathered
in driving snow and a
bitter wind at the Bugs
Bottom end of Hem-
dean Road to give a
send-off to the poster
push to London. There

were several rabbits
there, glad of the
costumes  that had

made them uncomfor-
tably warm back in the
summer, whilst rabbit
hats were gratefully
donned by others to
shield ears from the
cold wind. Beneath
two such hats it was
possible to discern the
Mayor, because he was
wearing his chain, and
the M.P. because the
rest of him was dressed

for an appointment
later that morning.
The petition,

numbering  necarly
20,000 signatures, was
loaded into a mini-bus
lent by Rabbit Vehicle
Ilire, whose logo is the
same as the Bugs Bot-
tom Action Group,
whilst a huge trailer
wasdrawn up covered

with a giant poster
bearing the legend,
‘Bugs Bottom.

Nicholas Ridley said

“Yes'. Reading says
“*No'’ Muscular
members  of  Dave

French's gymnasium
who had offered their
services for the task
were also there, at-
taching tow ropes to it
in order to pull the
whole thing to London.

The whole proces-
sion finally moved off
along Hemdean Road
tostartits cold journey

Lo Westminister;
which it reached on
Sunday  afternoon.

Michael  Heseltine,
newly installed at the
Departmentof the En-
vironment, was unable
tobe present toreceive
it, but Sir Gerard was
there and undertook to
present it to him.
Throughout all this,
the film crew was
there, taking shots for
Channel 4. The na-
tional media also took
it up. The importance
of this is that both
Michael Heseltine and
the Judge in the Ap-
peal Court case will
know in advance that
theissue they are look-
ingat is of majorimpor-
tance and not just one
more itemin ‘the daily

round, the

task’.

THE CAMPAIGN
CONTINUES

Australian ~ Steve
Fuzesi, even before he
came to England to
marry Katrina Collett,
found his imagination
so  stirred by the
strangely named Bugs
Bottom and the strug-
gle to save it from the
greedy developer that
he composed a song
with the refrain ‘Save
Bugs Bottom; it's the
only one he's got’
which has now been
taped and also heard
on Radio 210. Perhaps
Bugs Bottom will one
day even feature in
“Top of the Pops’.

Although the peti-
tionto thesecretary of
State is now closed,
signatures are still be-
ing collected toa state-
ment expressing con-

cern  that  detailed
planning permission
can be applied for

whenoutlineisstill the
subject of legal pro-
ceedings. A change in
law could not be
brought about in time
tosave Bugs Bottom, if
that indeed is what is

common '

required, but it could
prevent this kind of
thing from happening
again in the future.

The Bugs Bottom Ac-
tion Group now meets
on the first Friday of
every monthin Church
louse, Church Street,
at 8.00 p.m. when
anyone who feels able
to help inany way will
be very welcome, At
its last meeting, plans
wereannounced-foran
exhibitiontobe held in
the public library,
showing what the
valley looks like. Fur-
ther plans for using the
support that already
existsin the villages of
South Oxfordshire for
saving Bugs Bottom
are also being worked
out. It is also hoped to
produceapostcard for
sale in aid of the Ap-
peal Court Fund which
now stands at over
£16,000. Another barn
dance and a disco are
also planned. Look out
for details.

A LIFE OF CRIME

I am not cutl out to
make a.  successful
criminal. My road-fund

Turn to page 5

ANGLICAN
The Rev Ric
Road. Te
(Parish Off
The Rev
Avenue

Tel: 471814.

The Rev. Philip Abre,
Park Village. Tel.

BAPTIST

475152,

\ll"l HODIST

UNTT

D REFORMED
The Rev David Clark,

The Rev Chris Justice,
The Rev Michael lloluuw
474138

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas \h-.l;,lu-l

Avenue. Tel: 471787

(For Caversham

The Rev J. Ellis,
Tel: 723418

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

ard Kingsbury,
130.

e: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Te!
in Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View

Ihlll arpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Tel:
The Ih\ Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St.

The R(‘\ Christine Allsopp, 25 llkley Road. Tel:
CAVERSHAM PARK ECUMENICAL PROJECT

51 Galsworthy Drive, Caversham
The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive.
72 Highmoor Road.

ohn Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Cave
().

41 Highmoor Road. Tel:

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL
119 Peppard Road.

The Presbytery, 2 South View

ark Village)
IS Peppard Road, Sonning Common.

Caversham Rectory, Church

703)

Barnabas Road. Tel

472070.

Tel: 478668,

Tel:

471909,

Tel: 474529,
Tel

Avenue.

8 Southview

Friday,
15th Feb

Thursday,
21st Feb

CAVERSHAM DIARY

7.30pm Arthur
Centre:
Horticultural Society:
Elizabeth Farrar on
Pansies, Violas and Sweet
Violets.

A Cookery Demonstration
in aid of BARNADOS will
be held at the Gas Board
Showrooms,
Street,
For tickets price 83
including refreshments and

raffle. Phone Reading
474272,
Friday, Women's World Day of
1st March Prayer. 2pm Salvation

Army Citadel,
8pm New Testament
Church of God,
Caversham.

Legge
Caversham

159 Friar
Reading at 7.30pm.

Reading.
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READING EMERGENCY
ACCOMMODATION PROJECT

EVERYONE is awarce
that homelessness is
on the increase, par-
ticularly in this arca
where the high level
of employment in-
flates the price of
housing beyond the
rcach of people on
cven average
incomes.

Reading Emergen-
¢y Accommodation
Project provides
cmergency  housing
forhomeless peoplein
the ground floor of a
Victorian Barracksin
Reading. The Keep
hasonly thirteenbeds
and hastobalance the
demand for a bed, as
a briel respite from
sleeping rough, with
the need to hold peo-
ple long enough to
cnable them tosecure
accommodation. It

* cantake weeksto ob-

tain a benefit pay-
ment and understan-
dably landlords will
not rent a o room
without payment in
advance.

Many homeless peo-
ple  have  special
needs, including men-
tal health problems
and learning  dif-
ficulties.  Without
support these people
arce unable to main-
tain and sustain in-
dependent  living.

WATCHDOG

From page 4

licence is due on 1st
January, a difficult
time as the Post Office
is not one of the easiest
places to visit in the
preceding  fortnight.
[However, I did manage
(o buy it right at the
end of the year, but

Local Authorities
have a statutory
responsibility  to
house  people  who
become homeless if
they have children,
are elderly, disabled
or “vulnerable™. If
vou are single,
therefore, you have
nochance of beingac-
cepted by the council
unless you are able to
arguce  successfully
that vouare ‘lessable

to cope than an or-
dinary person’.
REAP  has cight
years' experience of
working with
homeless people and
has concluded that
the only positive ap-
proach to thisserious
problem is the provi-
sion of resettlement
services to help more
homeless people find
and  keep accom-
modation in the com-

munity. Although a
smallamount of social
housingis provided by
the local authority
and Housing Associa-
tions, it does not in
clude thelevel of sup-
port  which people
with special needsre-
quire if they are to
develop  the  skills
necessary (o'sustain
independent living.

REAP is developing

|
a new service which
will provide asolution
to homelessness for
some of the people for
whom the only cur-
rent relief is an occa-
sional night'sstayina
hostel.

REAP receives its
principal  funding
from Reading
Borough Council but
cach year this local
charity has toraise at
least S12,000t0 cover|
basiccosts. If you ;m-‘
able to offer a dona-|
tion, or would like to
know more about

REAP's work, please
telephone staffat the
keep,

574020

Reading|

WERE YOU THERE?

forgot to put it on my

windscreen  straight
away. Fair cop, and
that is just what_hap-
pened on 2nd January,
whenasIwasdropping
off visitors at the
railway station, the
arm of  the  law
descended and
pointed out the error
of my ways. I suppose
what really made it
rankle was that only
that evening 1 had

. A

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

etc

for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING,

and for
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

picked a perilous way
down the twists and
bends of Clifton Park
Road between several
unlicensed  Jaguars
that have obstructured
the way for several
months, apparantly
with impunity.

There is more than
one case in Caversham
where several
unlicensed cars stand
outintheroadand the
person  responsible
says that he repairs
cars for a hobby and
they don't belong to
him anyway. Caver-
sham Residents’
Association has taken
up these matters,
which are partly the
responsiblity  of the
local Planning authori-
ty and partly that of
the police. The law
tends, inthese cases, to
assumein favourofthe
person whointhe eyes
ol most people, is the
one who is infringing
it, so it takes a long
time tobringa case......
unless of  course it
should be your colum-
nist. Take, for in-
stance, the {irst time [
parked in desperation
ondouble yellow lines,
aftera blameless driv-
ing carcer of many

Nears. ... but Iwill not
bore  readers  with
details of my incur-
sions into a life of
crime.  Clearly  the
straight and narrow is
the only path for me.

CORRECTION

A missing line in the
tribute to W.II. Tee in
this column in the
December issue could
have given the impres-
sion that he was a
memberof Caversham
Residents’ Associa-
tion. This would of
course have been im-
proper fora person oc-
cupying his position. It
should have read that
he was ‘a resident of
Caversham and often
came Lo speak at
meetings organised by
Caversham and
District Residents’
Association”.

DIARY DATE

Thursday 21st March
5.00 p.m. Caversham
and District Residents’
Association  A.G.M.
Free Church Hall, Pro-
spect Street. After the
formal business a talk
on Food Safety by an
officer  of  Reading
Borough Council.

THIS  Photograph
was taken around
1910 and has been
lent to us by Ger-
trude  Waterman,
whois fifth from the
right in the front
row. ThisisClass 1 of
St. Peter’s Church
School — the
building that now
houses the Adult
Education Centre.
We are always in-
terested to publish
clear photographs of
life in old Caver-
sham, we hope we
may have some of
Miss  Waterman's
reminiscences in a
later issue.

N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON |

| CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

Ga icnne Selumadl
INTERIORS & DESIGN

37 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks
READING (0734) 481283
WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF

EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,

CARPETS. TILES ET(

4| MWonldridge

0734 482584

HEATING, PLUMBING
& ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS

PERSONAL SERVICE
SPECIALISING IN
DOMESTIC WORK

105 KINGS ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING RG4 8DS

TYPING SERVICE

-

FROM C.V'S TO MANUSCRIPTS
AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE
COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

Rl

[ e
TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE

ROBIN JAMES
OPTOMETRISTS
44, CHURCH STREET

OPHTHALMIC CAVERSHAM READING
OPTICIA Ns TELEPHONE (0734) 472099
© CONTACT LENSES ® COMPUTER ASSISTED
e DESIGNER FRAMES VISION EXAMINATION
® VARILUX CENTRE 3
® G1 AUCOMA TESTING - ® OPPOSITE WAITROSE

—
ag | )

QUALITY « FASHION « SERVICE * COMPETITIVE PRICES

| X
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ROUND THE CHURCHES:

CHRISTMAS DRAMA IN CAVERSHAM

FOLLOWING the
success of the
schools tour last
Easter, the drama
group from Caver-
sham Hill Chapel,
Keybunch, took to
the road again in
December, cover-
ing all the schools
in Caversham with
a gospel message
for Christmas.

The group, con-
sisting of Marion
Hedley-Lewis,
Mark Hatcher,
Chris Justice and
Mike Holmes, con-

F By .fd."

ducted twenty
assemblies meeting
over three thou-
sand children. An
allegorical  pan-
tomime was per-
formed in the local
primary  schools
and a variety of
Christmas sketches
were done at the
secondary shcools.
The schools visited
were The Hill
Primary, Caver-
sham Park, Emmer
Green, Caversham
Primary, Mick-
lands, Thameside,
The Avenue, High-

down, Chiltern
Edge and Langtree
Comprehensive.

The photographs
are scenes from the
pantomime. The
plot was as follows:
Professor Perfect
(Mike Holmes) liv-
edin Perfect Place,
only doing perfect
things. Down the
road in Dingyville
lived a nasty
character called
Bad D (Mark Hat-
cher) who only did
despicable things.
The Prof invents a

" (Marion Hedley-

person called e
Petite Pru (Marion
Hedley-Lewis) who
begins tolearn how
to do perfect things
in Perfect Place.
While  Professor
Perfect is away
making Pru the
perfect plum pud-
ding Bad D tempts
her into eating his
pudding. Thisspell-
ed tragedy for Pru
because she had
previously promis-

PHOTOS BY
PAUL GRICE

An attentive
audience
(Micklands

Primary)

Pru meets Prof
Perfect’s son
(Chris Justice,
Marion
Hedley-Lewis)

Teaching a
Christmas song

Prof Perfect i

explains his plan

not to eat
‘mythmg other
than the Pro-
fessor’s pudding
and he had no
alternative but to
banish Pru from
Perfect Place for
doing something
that was wrong.
The Professor
begins to think of a
perfect plan to
allow her to come
back. He has a son
(Chris  Justice),
who is also perfect
and is therefore
‘the perfect man
for the perfect

to the Son (Chris &

Justice, Mike
Holmes)

The narrator

Lewis)

(Marion Hedley-
Lewis, Mark
Hatcher)

Bad D tempts Pru §
with his pudding §

plan’. The son helps
Pru to get back to
Perfect Place, but
not without a
struggle with Bad
D.

Just in case you
are wondering
whatall thathasto
do with gospel....
God whoisperfect,
made a world
which was perfect.
Tempted by Satan,
man messed things
up, However, God
had the perfect
plant to get people

like you and me
back to him. He
sent Jesus into the
world to rescue us
from Satan’s grip
and help us to live
life as God first in-
tended it to be. He
was the ‘perfect
man for the perfect
plan’.

In the play Pru
was so happy to get
back to Perfect
Place. May you find
happiness in God’s
presence in 1991.

Mike Holmes
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ROUND THE CHURCHES

FIRST OF all, friends
at Caversham
Methodist Church,
Gosbrook Road wish
all the ‘Bridge’
readers a happy and
hopefully peaceful
new year. By the
time you read this,
Jan 15th will have
come and gone, and
we all pray for a
peaceful outcome.
Christmas is
alwaysajoyous time,
and this year’'s times
of fellowship lived
up to those of
previous  years.
There were different

GOSBROOK
ROAD
REVIEW

highlights Toy ser-
vice and Children’s
Nativity  Service

were both times of
joy and fellowship.
Catherine
Hackman and Sarah
Lavington organised

Methodist Sunshine Girls and Baptist Sunday

fordifferent people,
but for me as usual
Christmas Eve
united communion
at Caversham
Heights, is always a
moving  occasion.
The children enjoyed
parties and carol ser-
vices, and we were
pleased to be host
this year, to the
Boy's Brigade Bat-
talion Junior Section
Carol Service. The

a special service of
Christmas celebra-
tion during which
many members of
our Church family
took part.

The Sunshine Girls
Singing Group gave
an end of term
Christmas Concert
and performed the
muscial  Nativity
Play ‘‘Neddy the
Donkey''. The girls
did  exceptionally

‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

well, especially as
eight girlswereill on
‘the night'. Joy and
Dennis Tutty under-
took all the musical
accompaniment, and
thanks should be
recorded to them for

their continuing sup-
port. $48 was raised
atthe concert forthe
Romanian orphans.
Added to this was
§18 which wasraised
during carol singing
at  St.  Martin’s
precinct in Caver-
sham, when the Sun-
shine Girls joined
with the Baptist Sun-
day School. After the
singing all the
children were enter-
tained at Caversham
Baptist Church with
a Christmas video,
tea and games. A
great time was had
by all.

So the New Year
has arrived and a
family new year par-
ty was organised by
Doreen Boakes.
Keith Churcher
entertained with his
magic, and games
and lovely food were
enjoyed. It wasalsoa
pleasure to be able to
include four friends
from Borocourt
hospital, who were
able to enjoy the
company and the
fun.

On a more sombre
note it is with much

School singing carols for Romania.

the passing of John
Clark just before
Christmas. John had
been a fine upstan-
ding Christian all his
life. He was a very
good preacher,
teacher, listener and
confidant. John was
involved in the
Methodist Church to
the full, and also in
the much newer
Ecumenical move-
ment. His witness at
Caversham  Park
Village, will always
be remembered.
Johre was occupied
outside the Church

Eunice Cooper

regret that we record
in  politics and
through the
Samaritan organisa-
tion. John wasalsoa
family man, being a
dedicated  father,
husband, and grand-
father, and over the
past few yearsalov-
ing carer of his wife
Violet. Indeed as a
family man, is the
way [ first knew
John, asSuperinten-
dent of the Sunday
School, whenIwasa
good few years
younger. John put
his heart and soulin-
toall hedid. Hislove
of his Lord and his

conviction  never
faltered. A truly

Christian man, who
will be sadly missed
by all. John leaves
his wife Violet, and

sons Peter and
Jeremy and their
families.

We also record our
sympathy to Mrs.
Violet John on the
loss of her niece on
Christmas eve. We
know Mrs. John will
havealostavery lov-
ing companion and
we assure her of our
love and prayers.

Advent at
ST BARNABAS

ADVENT is always a
lovely  tine  at any
church and no less at St
Barnabas,  where  the
beginning  of  The
Church’s vear and the
coming of the Christ
Child was  celebrated
with enthusiasm

Celebrations began
with the Family Service
which falls on the se-
cond Sunday of the
month and coincides
with Bible Sunday. A
tcam  from the con-
aregation plinned and
presented the service,
which cenured around
the story of Mary Jones,
whose desperate need
for a Bible and whose
determination 1o ac-
quirce one heralded the
formation of the British
and Foreign Bible Socie-
ty. Various parallels
were drawn from this
story and members of
the congregation were

challenged o think
about them. both at a
personal and - world
wide level. Members of
the team gave personal
witness as regards the
meianing of the Bible
tor them  and  ap-
propriate hyvmns and
were  given
added impetus from the
spirited plaving of the

choruses

music group. Pravers
were sensitively
chosen

The music group and
choir worked hard to
produce some lovely
carols for the Sunday
afternoon  Carol  Ser
vice, and the Midnight
Mass was memoruable
for the dramatic presen
tation in licu of sermon,
presented by June Hard
castle and Wendy Stor
mont, vividly remin

ding those present that
the gift of Christmas is
notalltinseland wrapp
ing paper, but iesmuch

deeper, in the birth and
death of Christ himsclf

Offerings made inthe
Christmas Scrvices
were divided equally
between the Southamp-
ton Stregt Hostel for the
homeless in Reading
and Christian Aid for
Famine Reliefand came
to a very respectable

A8S0

During December St
Barnabas also held its
annual Christmas Fair,
which this vear raised
over £600 for charity,
rather less than last vear,
but not surprising bear
g in mind that bliz-
zards and snow storms
kept many people at
home

At the time of writing
St Barnabas looks for
wird to plaving its part
during the Decade of
Evangelism coming
together  with  other
churchesin the Parish to
join in the pravers
Christian - Unity  and
looking forward alrcady
to Lent T we I seem
that 1991 is alrcady half
over!

Or

St. Andrew’s
Fellowship

MEMBERS  of the
Fellowship turned out in
force for their Christmas
party on December 13th.
They were not disap-
pointed. A very enjoyable

entertainment had again,
been arranged by Eric,

Aspdeninwhich his fami-
ly, Philip and James, and
friends, Elizabeth Field
and JoHodson, both took
part. Philip started off with
a medley of carols on the
keyboard, and did all the

necessary accompanying
for the rest of the show,
which included poetry
readings, a very amusing
except from The Diary of
Adrian Mole, song duets,
an unusual version of the
twelve days of Christmas
and ended up with carols
by all.

After the concert a
festive supper with hot
punchand coffee was pro-
vided by the Committee.

The following evening,

under the aegis of the
Fellowship, a party of
nineteen members and
friends braved the freez-
ing fog to go to Alder-
maston to see the York
Mystery Play, which the
people of the village have
been producing every
Christmas for nearly torty
years. Togotothisplayis
the most wonderful ex-
perience as it provides a
peaceful interlude in the
hurly-burly of Christmas
preparations. It is most
reverently performedin a
lovely church
magnificently decorated
with frescos, costumed in
medieval style and ac-
companied by beautiful

=TT

\"

Deceased estates purchased and
houses cleared.

" Gail Spence
Antiques

Friendly service from a
reputable local dealer

I have bought and sold antiques
in Caversham for 15 years. My
business has been built on
personal recommendation.

I am interested in all types of

antiques and collectors items,
and especially furniture, silver
and porcelain.

For expert advice call me on 473011
There's no charge, and no obligation

singing.
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This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

OUR POTATOES TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE
GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

CROWN BUTCHERS

75 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks
Tel: (0734) 751600

Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL-

12Y% % Discount given on
DEEP FREEZF, ORDERS
OVER £40

[.D Collinson cMpil.

CLOCKMAKER
78 WOODCOTE ROAD, CAVERSHAM

Specialist in French and
Grandfather clock repairs.

OVER 38 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Tal. (0734) 473548
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ST ANDREW'S
Church Working Par-
ty held their Autumn
Fayre this year on
24th November in
aid of the Heathcroft
Home for handicap-
ped children at Em-
mer Green.

There were plenty
of gifts to buy and
refreshments were
served throughout
enabling Mums and
Dads to enjoy a cup
of tea while the
children  watched
the puppetshow and
had a chat with
Father Christmas.

At the end of the
day the proceeds
were found to
amount to S1137, a
result which certain-
ly made the effort
very worthwhile.
To round off the
Heathcroft project a

ST. ANDREW’S
AUTUMN
FAYRE

concert was presen-

ted in Church by
David Sidwell on
December

gramme of works by
Mozart, Faure,
Strauss and Handel,
which  was very
much appreciated by
the audience. The
concert added a fur-
ther S$138 to the
fund, and at the end
of the eveninga che-
que was presented to
the manager of
Heathcroft, Mr Gup-
py, by Mrs Sylvia
Cooper, who receiv-
ed warmest thanks
for her organisation
and unflagging ef-
forts. The splendid
amount of $1560 was
given to Heathcroft,
including the Mary

15th. |
Angela Francis and|
David performed a|
most interesting pro-|

\

Mrs Sylvia Cooper presenting the cheque on behalf of the Working Party
to Mr Guppy from Heathcroft.

Cheer  memorial
fund. (Mary had
great talent in craft
and needlework and
had contributed in
many ways to the
Working Party’s ef-
forts). Mr Guppy ex-
pressed his sincere
appreciation and
said that the money
would be used for
making a soft play
area for the children.

December 1989.

ON DECEMBER
23rd the Church of St
Margaret's, Maple-
durham suffered the
loss of a faithful
member of its con-
gregation. Morrice
Hutt had served the
church there for
many years as a
member of the PCC,
achurchwardenand
sidesman, and was
alwaysready to help
inany way he could.
His assistance with
advice over the
Quinquennial  Re-
ports on the church
fabric  was in-
valuable.

St Margaret's will
be the poorer with
his loss. We
remember with
gratitude his life of
Christian witness.
In the secular life
of the community
Morrice also gave

freely of histime and

OBITUARY

MORRICE HUTT

talents. For very
many years he was
secretary of the
Round Table No. 6.
He was a member of
the Reading Forty
One Club and a
Rotarian and for
many years he was
President of the
Berks, Bucks and Ox-
on Architects’ Socie-
ty. Hedidindeed live
a full and complete
life.

To his wife Joan
and their family we
extend ourdeep and
heartfelt sympathy.

KAY CLIFFE
NOW

FABRI KATE
YOUR LOCAL DRESSMAKER
For Free Quotation
Phone “BAJJER ARTS"
Broadway House

0628 781883

CAVERSHAM
BAPTIST
FREE CHURCH

MEMBERSHIP of his local Church for 73 years including office as a Deacon,
the loving oversight of the small country cause at Brimpton for more than
50years, anoted Lay Preacher and wider interests which included represen-
ting his Church on many Inter Church bodies — these are just some of the
many aspects of the life of Leslie Wyeth, member of the Caversham Bap-
tist Free Church from the time of his baptism in 1916 until his death in

Such a record of con-
tinuous personal service
should be recorded, and
the members of his
Church  gave much
thought as to the most
suitable way of marking
his life. Finally it was
decided to name the
Church Lounge “‘The
Leslie Wyeth Lounge”,
and atasimple ceremony
which followed the mor-

ning service on
December 16th a
photograph of Leslie,

suitably inscribed, was
unveiled and the
Minister, Rev. Dennis
Weller, conducted an act
of Dedication in the
presence  of  many
members including his
widow Mrs. Eva Wyeth.

In age of constant
change future genera-
tions meeting in
Lounge will see
reflect on the life of one
who loved his Lord and
worshipped faithfully in
the Church for more than
three score years and ten.
The photograph which
now has a place of
honourinthe lounge was
taken just shortly before
he died at a meeting of
the Ecumenical Bible
Study Group which he
had conducted for many
years. ,

the |
and |

¢ i o

E.S. Archer

Milwards have been fitting shoes for
well over a century. In branches
throughout the South of England,

Milwards offer personal service and

fitting expertise for the whole family.

BRANCHES THVROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

J MIDDLETON

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS

46 Chazey Road
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7DU

Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

MASTER CARPENTER

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A.5..7.¢.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

- HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451
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Holloway’s [

AFTERMATH OF ST ANDREW'S
FLOWER

FESTIVAL

THERE WERE many
memorable events at
St Andrew’s in 1990,
but one especially tobe
remembered was the
ccumenical  Flower
Festival in September
with all its beauty and
symbolism. After the
deductionof expenses,
the proceeds
amounted  to  the
magnificent total of
§$1257 to be given to
Cancer charities. Ac-
cordingly, cheques for

$419 each were
presented  after  the
9.15 Eucharist on

December 16th to Mrs
Phyllis  Burton on

behalf of the Cancer
Relief
[Fund, Mrs
Lethem on behalf of
the Breast Cancer
Campaign and Mrs
Molly Sidwell on behalf
of Cancer Research.
The Vicar took this op-
portunity of thanking
again all those who had
contributed in any way
to the success of the
Festival,  especially
Mrs Ann Gray and her
group of flower ladies.
Letters of  warm|
thanks have been |
received from each of
the  three  Cancer
charities.

Macmillan ¢
Barbara

ST PETER CAVERSHAM AND
ST MARGARET MAPLEDURHAM
CHILDRENS PARTY

IN SPITE of snow and ice,
some seventy-six
children of St Peter’s and
St Margaret’s gathered at
Mapledurham Pavilion
on  Saturday  8th
December 1990 for a
party!

Anoraks and boots
were shed, red button
noses shone and cold
hands gradually thawed
in the warmth. Spirits
were high in anticipation
of pleasures to come.
Some of the younger
ones stayed close to
parents, the boys
developed their
customary  boisterous
games and the girls en-
joyed themselves in
rather. more demure
fashion.

John Kavanagh aided
by Andrew Hill brought
order out of apparent
chaos and led the

children in games for the
first hour. Team games
were conducted with the
minimum of cheating,
great good humour and
maximum decibel levels.

Keith Churcher follow-
ed and held the children
captivated by his magical
skills as he converted
black, white or single col-
oured handkerchiefsinto
multi-coloured pictures;
persuaded members of
the audience to assisthim
and, as a final touch, in-
troduced a live rabbit
which demonstrated its
mastery of unsychronis-
ed obedience to instruc-
tions. How refreshing to
discover that children in
the last decade of the
twentieth century withall
its commercial gadgetry
can enjoy to the full sim-
ple pleasures with the

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

help  of a
showman.
Food and drink — buf-
fet style — followed.
Parents and helpers
managed to ensure
relatively equal distribu-
tion of goodies and fizz
with the minimum of
spillage or tears. Mary
Plank and her exuberant
fiance, Dean, master-
minded the provision
and distribution of the
food and gauged quan-
tities with great precision.

superb

 — Y —
==} ===]

Once order had been
(more or less) restored
Father Christmas ap-
peared! There is some
mystery about his origin
with competing claims
from Finland, Denmark
and Sweden. He observ-
ed a discreet silence
about this and concen-
trated upon the distribu-
tion of gifts (each wrap-
ped and labelled thanks
tothe superb effort made
by Les Coward and
helpers).

Five o'clock saw the
dispersal of all the guests
into the cold night. On
balance the children
voted the afternoon a
great success and that
their parents had been
well behaved.

Thanks to all involved
in the party onthe day, in-
cluding The Rector,
Christine  Allsop, Bo
Coward, Janet Perham,
Helen Dunn, Michael
Crosbie, John Meston,
Catharine Harris, Alexan-
dra Thwaite, and many
others who gave somuch
behind the scenes.

Three ladies receive cheques from Mrs Ann Gray as their share of the pro-
ceeds of the Flower Festival towards their Cancer Charities. Left toright
Mrs Lethem, Mrs Molly Sidwell, Mrs Ann Gray, Mrs Phyllis Burton.

’

WOMEN’S WORLD
DAY OF PRAYER
March 1st 1991

“ON THE journey
together is the theme
chosen by the women
of Kenya, who invite
us to come on safari
with them, in this
year's Women’s World
Day of Prayer. Their
country, diverse and
beautiful, gained itsin-
dependence in 1963.
Since then its in-
habitants, from forty-
one different ethnic
groups, together with
their European and
Asian  compatriots,
have been following
their motto
“*Harambee'’, or pull-
ing together, trying to
build a better future
for their country.

Muchstill needs tobe
done. The rapid
growth in population is
putting a strain on the
country’s resources.
The Government is try-
ing to combat high
unemployment by en-
couraging  technical
and vocational educa-
tion, and by creating
new industries. Oppor-
tunities for women,
especially in - rural
arcas, are few, but
thousands of self-help
groups have been
formed.

The Church in Kenya
has always been deep-
ly involved in educa-
tion, health and social
issues, and the dif-
ferent denominations
often work and wor-
ship together. But for
many, life is hard, as
the influence of the old
pagan customs and
traditions is still felt.

From many parts of
the world, on March
1st, countless people
will be joining the
women of Kenya in
prayesrs for support on
their journey, and of

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire

A professional service
from complete
contents to a single
item

Transport and storage
facilities. Free pre-sale
inspection and advice
Entries for future sales
invited

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance
purposes

The professional alternative to London

V & I HARDWARE

® D.[Y. © GARDENING
® PETFOODS ® HOUSEWARES
® ELECTRICAL AND PLUMBING
® KEY-CUTTING

s

10 MILESTONE WAY,
EMMER GREEN

Tel: 474538

thanksgiving for what
hasbeenachieved. Let
usinthisareatake part
in the special Services

BARBARA

here. LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
In Reading, the main 30 Church Street, Caversham.
afternoon Service will Tel. 473564

be at the Salvation Ar-
my Citadelat 2 o’clock.

Here in Caversham
we are very happy to

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

have our Service at the

New Testament
Church of God, in
Church Street, by kind
permission of the Revd
A.N. Lawrence. This
will be at 8 o'clock,
and, as in the after-
noon, all — women and
men — will be
welcome.

CONISBORO CATERING

ALL OCCASIONS CATERED FOR

Telephone
Reading 478175 and 415232

E.T.

Suprema

OFFERS

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers
specialist services in the following:

Old Family Photographs reproduced
Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits
Framing service

Call or Telephone
41 Prospect Street, Caversham 479450/475656
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John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

=

ETRYSTEY W TRV RN

Large range of patterns to choose from

E. B. JOINERY

WOODEN WINDOWS
ALL TYPES MADE TO MEASURE

* SOFTWOOD * SLIDING SASH

* HARDWOOD * TRADITIONAL

* SINGLE OR DOUBLE GLAZED

* CONSERVATORIES

FULL MEASURING & FITTING SERVICE FROM
YOUR LOCAL SPECIALISTS SINCE 1969
36b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM, READING

TEL: (0734) 479727
FAX: (0734) 462122

ﬁPLACEMENT
[ INDOWS.

l

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

. ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

Maplewood WI

AT  MAPLEWOOD'’S
Christmas Party
members were greeted
with a glass of punch
beforessittingdowntoa
lunch  of chicken
casserole followed by
some delicious desserts,
coffee and mints.

The entertainment
afterwards was also tru-
ly seasonal with the
Henley Handbell
Ringers playing their
Christmas  Musical
Miscellany.

After the business was
disposed of cups of tea
and mince pies rounded
off the afternoon.

Caversham
Heights T.G.

THE DECEMBER
meeting took the form of
a party, when the
business was kept as
brief as possible. A col-
lection is being made
towards the cost of a
new tree close to St An-
drew’s hall.

In the December edi-
tion of this paper an
editor wrote that
Christmas sees the
beginning of the Chris-
tian pilgrimage through
year, stating that faith of-
fers a new beginning
and a chance to throw
offthe burden of the old

(The Ehter“tainingf Cooks

UP-MARKET CATERING
FOR THAT SPECIAL OCCASION
Wedgewood China & Silverplate Available

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey

\_on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide e

Fire Alarms

Telephone Reading (0734) 478756

CARTER
ELECTRICAL

Office and Domestic
New Installations & Maintenance
Data Wiring — Burglar Alarms

116 Woodcote Road, Caversham
Reading, RG4 7EZ

life, while welcoming
the freshness of the new.
At a service on Christ-
mas Eve in the north a
deaconess pointed out
thata baby Jesus can be
“grown up with”" all
over again, and this is
the chance that is of-
fered. Perhaps members
of Caversham Heights
Townswomen'’s guild
were mindful of- this
when they sang carols at
the party, it was in any
case a happy gathering,
with food and an ex-
cellentpunch provided
by members, and a cake
made by another ex-
cellentmember. Friends
whowere broughtalong
enjoyed themselves,
and an amusing mix-up
of two fairy stories ’‘Red
Riding Hood” and
““Puss in Boots’" was per-
formed by the drama
group. There was an-
other party at Betty
Smith’s house for the
social studies group,
again with contributions
from members. Brains
were racked while
guessing names of films,
books, etc., and poetry
readings concluded the
evening.

Rosehill W.I.

The December meeting
was held on the 5th and
Christmas was the
theme for the afternoon.
Entering the hall ladies
putsmall presentsintoa
“Lucky Dip”, to collect
one for themselves
before leaving. Mrs
Weller gave particulars
of various dates, then
there was an hour or so
of entertainment by the
Twyford Palm Court
Players, who played
music on violins, cello,
flute and piano by
Strauss and  others
which brought back
memories. Members
then had tea, with
mincepies and Christ-
mas cake, all home
made by themselves.
The competition for a
Christmas table decora-
tion was won by Mrs
Gillings, Mrs Martin se-
cond, Mrs Smith third.

The January meeting
was held on the 2nd.
Mrs Weller welcomed
everyone and then ar-
rangements were made
to start up some of the
activities for 1991. The
speaker had cancelled
his talk because of ‘flu,

s0 Mrs Weller asked for.

volunteers to fill in the
gap. Mrs Tomlin told
about a course at Den-
man College that she
had recently attended,
““Wondrous Water Col-
our Painting”’, which
she found very in-
teresting. Then another
six or so members re-
counted their ex-
periences, making it a
very successful after-
noon. There was alsoan
exhibition of unusual
milk or cream jugs.

Caversham
Afternoon T. G.

FOR THEIR November
meeting the members
were taken onajourney
by bus, through parts of
Southern Australia by
means of slides, with a
talk by Mrs Russell. The
views and the beautiful
plants and flowers that
flourish there were
spectacular.

In December the An-
nual Birthday dinner
was held at Reading
Technical College. The
decor and tables were
very festive and the
meal, washed down
with aglass of wine, was
very enjoyable. Laterin
the month the Christmas
party was held. Well
organised by the com-
mittee, they also sup-
plied the tea for the
members who were
entertained at the piano
by MrTerry, with a lady
singeracompanist. Mrs
Grey made the birthday
cake, which wasiced by
Mrs  Adair.  Each
member was given a
slice, also a small gift
nicely wrapped to end
an enjoyable afternoon.

The meetings in the
New Year are held in
Church House, Caver-
sham, every third Thurs-
day in the month at
2.15pm. New members
made welcome.

Caversham
Ladies
Club

IT WAS A very happy at-
mosphere for the Club’s
Christmas party with
plenty of smiling faced
members and attractive
tables laden with plen-

ty of goodies. A lovely

Christmas cake made by
Mrs  Harwood and
decorated by Mrs. Q.
Strong, was the centre of
attraction. Then it was
time for Mrs Harwood,
the Chairman, to open
the meeting with her
usual warm welcome to

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1991

all the members and to
thank them for their
generosity always given
so freely. A competition
was for a table decora-
tion of a Christmas
scene. Mrs Suter kindly
offered to judge the en-
tries. There were quitea
numberto choose from,
and she stated after-
wards it was notan easy
task choosing the win-
ners as they were all so
delightful. The winners
were Mrs Nelhams first,
Mrs Queenie Strong, se-
cond and Mrs Brenda
Strong, third. Mrs Suter
was warmly thanked
and a small gift was
presented to her in ap-
preciation of her help.

Carols were then sung
by the members which
made them realise they
were celebrating not on-
ly the Club but the birth
of ababy born on Christ-
mas Day long, long ago.
Then Mrs Harwood said
grace and the Commit-
tee went around with
those very welcome
cuppas. A special prize
of a basket of groceries
was won by Mrs Hayes.
Tables by now were
looking very forlorn so it
was time for members to
receive a Christmas card
and a gift before the
meeting closed amidst
warm Christmas mes-
sages passed around
amongst members. [t
was a lovely finish to a
very enjoyable after-
noon.

Caversham
Community
Association

THE FIRST meeting in
December was for a
Quiz evening. The

theme was Christmas
and many varied ques-
tions were set by the
members of the commit-
tee. Prizes were award-
ed to the winners of the
various quizzesand the
evening ended with a
musical team game.

A Carol evening was
arranged for the meeting
on the 10th December.
Some of the members
formed a choir, with
Nancy Nelhams at the
piano. The carols were
interspersed with read-
ings and poems. Alan
Osborne read a poem
by John Betjeman and
alsotold the story of the
origin of the carol ‘Silent
Night’. Later, Betty
Petherbridge and Muriel
Waite sang this carol as
a duet and Maida Feast
recited the well loved
poem ‘The Night before
Christmas’. Atthe inter-
val mincepies were pro-
vided by the hardwork-
ing committee and ap-

preciated by the
members. After the
refreshments  George

Feast read an amusing
Pam Ayres poem on
Christmas preparations.
The members were then
asked to choose their
favourite carols and the
concert ended with
Monica Suggett reading
apoem on the meaning
of Christmas and giving
aclosing prayer. A hap-
py evening much en-
joved by the members.

The nextmeeting had
been anticipated with
pleasure. The members
arrived for the Christmas
party and found the at-
tractively arranged table
with ameal prepared for
them. The supper of
pork pie, ham andsalad,

Turn to page 11

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

For

FRrROX

occasion
Evening Gowns

Cocktail Wear

that special

and

§ HIRE SERVICE

For appointment
PHONE READING (0734) 470623




y
&

a1

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1991

JANUARY 6th AT CAVER
PARK CHURCH T

ON JANURY 6th
Caversham Park
Church held a Service
of Thanksgiving to
mark the Agreement
of their Ecumenical
Constitution -— at last!
When we became an
‘official’ L.E.P. (Local
Ecumenical Project)
three years ago, we
had noidea of the pro-
blems and delays we

would encounter
when trying to draw
up a constitution.

Many thanks must go
to Phil Abrey whoreal-
ly took this problem by
the hornsassoon as he
came here, and work-
ed at it, with all the
denominational
representatives, until
it was approved by
everybody.

At theServiceall the
denominations were
represented,
Reverend Gordon
Thomas for the Bap-
tists, Reverend Keith
Sanders for the
Methodists and the
Bishop of Reading,
John Bone, for the

IBerkshire Ecumenical
Council —oursponsor-
ing body.

During the service,
the congregation
members of Caver-
sham Park Church,
their  staff and
representatives  of
Christians Together in
Berkshire  affirmed
their promise — with
God’s help and by His
Grace — to support
Caversham Park
Ecumenical  Project
(our ‘proper’ name), in
its work and ministry.
We then shared the
Peace together.

Bishop John gave a
very stirring, moving
‘sermononthe Servant
I'hood of Christ, and so
our servanthood to
others if we truly
follow him. He also
reminded us of St
Paul's words, that we
are all parts of one
body, with Christ as
the head, and all the
parts as equal and
necessary members.
We are all doing God’s
will, but in differing

WOODCOTE WAY STORES
THE JOHNSONS RETIRE

PERHAPS it was a
mere coicidence,
perhaps not, that on
the afternoon of Fri-
day, January 11th, just
after 2pm I turned up
to buy a few items from
Mr Johnson at Wood-
cote Way Stores. 1 was
very probably his last
customer for as |1
entered the shop it was
just changing hands
and the till being
altered for the new
owners.

Mr Johnson came to
the business as a lad in
1938 and has been
there ever since, much
of the time with his
good lady wife, and
both have served the

EASTER IS early this year
and ASH WEDNESDAY
falls on 13th February.
Caversham  Churches
have agreed to use the Ox-
ford Diocese course —
""FIRST STEPS IN

THE VEN. D.I.T.
EASTMAN MC

local public with much
thought and considera-
tion for all those years,
especially the elderly
and housebound who
were able to have a
delivery of grocery
every week, a real life-
line for them.

People will indeed be
grateful for all the help
they have received and
[ know they will want
me to thank the
Johnsons on their
behalf for all they have
done for them over
more than half a cen-
tury. This is a long time
and they full deserve a
well earned rest and
retirement. Mr and Mrs
Johnson we thank you

LENT 1991

EVANGELISM" as the
basis of the Lent groups.
These will again be
ecumenical. Look in your
local church for informa-
tion and please try to join
aahousegroup, especial-

OBITUARY

served at Headington
for 8 years and for 6

very much indeed. We
wish you well and hope
that you will have
many years enjoying a
new chapter in your
lives. -

In writing this little
piece it would only be
right to welcome the
new owners of the
store. We wish them
well, too, and hope
they will settle in hap-
pily, and I, for one,
most sincerely hope
they will find it in their
power to continue
delivering grocery to
the many local elderly
and housebound who
find it so difficult to
survive without this in-
valuable service. M.K.

ly if you have not done so
before. It is a good way
not only of making new
friends but also of finding
out more about what
other churches think and
teach.

the Epiphany and died
suddenly and peaceful-

Angllcans,plus.sgveral ways. years in Banbury. He ly on 7th January. We

other clergy of Caver- . After the service was appointed Ar- offer our condolences

sham. Also there were there was a time of Wereport withregret chdeacon of Buck- to his family. A

David Cawte and socializingoverteaand the death of Derek ingham and was at St. thanksgiving Eucharist

Father Patrick biscuits. Eastman, one time George's Windsor will be held at St.

Murphy-O’connor, curate at St. Andrew’s before retiring to George’'s Windsor 4th
who were on the P.A. from 1951-56. He Dorset. He celebrated February at 5.15pm.

1 followed by trifles, 1l who sang and per- many of which were of the Minutes of the last

the gateaux etc. was par- formed sketches forthe the artists themselves. AGMandareportby the

taken and, later in the members. The costumes Guild members joined Secretary, Mrs Jean

evening, Christmas cake
was served with a
choice of wine or fruit
juice.  Entertainment
was provided by the
concert party Enterprise

CLUBS

were excellent and the
singers were versatile
and talented and deserv-
ed the hearty applause.
The competition for the
best handmade Christ-
mas cracker wasjudged

< Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms ovetlooking
ovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road

Sonning Common
near READING

Smiths Garden

Enterprises

New gardens planned and established ones
improved to your requirements.

High standard of service: stonewaork, brickwork, rock and
water gardens, lawns and fencing. Planting plans.
Consultations.

Contact Caleb Smith on
READING 473098

for free estimates

Viewing of completed projects arranged

by two of the members |
of the concert party.
They chose Joan Tarrant
as first prize-winnerand |
Daisy Heath the runner'
up. Everyone agreed it,
had been a good party
and Mrs Evelyn Cook, a |
club member thanked
the committee, for!
preparing the food and
raffle prizes, and anyone \
else who had helped
make theeveningasuc- |
cessful occasion. !

Emmer Green |
Townswomen's
Guild

THE DECEMBER
meeting of the Emmer
Green Townswomen'’s
Guild took place on a
very cold, wetevening,
so Mr Sands’ talk about
“The Old Tyme Music
Hall” was the very
medicine to cheer
everyone. He accom-
panied some fascinating
anecdotes about music
hall personalities with
slides and recordings,

in all the choruses. Just
a few well known
names heard were
Marie Lloyd, who in
spite of professional suc-
cess had a very unhappy
domestic life. Harry
Dacre, Harry Cham-
pion, Nelly Wallace and
Florrie Ford, an
Australian who like au-
dience participation. All
were household names
and in their heyday
brought colourand gaie-
ty into the lives of

everyone, richand poor.

Miss B. Brann gave
the vote of thanks. The
flowers were arranged
by Mrs N. Hooper and
received by Mrs M.
Johnson. Mrs J. Miles
organised a highly suc-
cessful  raffle  with
several lovely prizesand
guild members enjoyed
mince pies, courtesy of
the committee, inthetea
break.

St Peter's
Wives

M- E NOVEMBER
meeting was the Annual
General Meeting which
was well attended. The
Rector, the Revd
Richard Kingsbury, was
in the chair and began
the meeting with prayer.
The members received

Pugh on the previous
year’s programme. The
Treasurer, Mrs Jean
Crosbie, then gave her
financial reportand this
was followed by the
election of three new
Committee members.
The group then sug-
gested items for the pro-
gramme which were
gladly accepted. This
was followed by coffee
and a photographic
competition of holiday
snaps which was won
by Mrs K. Fulbrook.
The December
meeting  was  the
Christmas Party. Food
was brought by
members and games
organised by members
of the Committee. The
meeting ended with
carol singing by the
group in preparation for
the Carol Singing ex-
peditioninaid of the Sue
Ryder Home at which

15 Blenheim Road,
Caversham Heights,
Reading RG4 7RT

J. D. SANSUM

& SON

GENERAL REPAIRS,

SPECIALIST

Telephone

READING 473003
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

LEW’S

CHAUFFEUR

SERVICE

* Dinners x Theatres

* Business Meetings

PLUMBING, HEATING, &

KITCHEN & BATHROOM

* Airports * Weddings
REASONABLE CHARGES
Tel: (0734) 588517
Car: 0860 565823

| RAY GALLAGHER W

. DOMESTIC
" PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention [
‘ NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

(
K Caversham Park Village, Reading. /

Dictures £

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,
CAVERSHAM RGA4 8XW. TELEPHONE: 0734 461336

over £10.00 was R s
collected. Phone Reading 470762 - evening
=

Mrs Sylvia Chumbley, MSSCh, MBChA

QUALIFIED
C ]

ROPODIST

for regular home visits at a moderate charge

Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION

YOUR LOCAL
DECORATOR

M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

148 Upper Woodcote Road

FREE ESTIMATES

Telephone
Reading
479642




M. ]. GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

FREE ESTIMATES

18 GOSBROOK ROAD
CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE

Telephone 475582

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

D
S

Houses - Extensions - Roofing -

Property Maintenance - Patios

Intemal & External Decoration

167 Henley Road
Caversham
Reading RG40DN

DARREN SMITH

Tel (0734) 475998
or 0860 863055

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
Nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE
FIXING BY OUR OWN
FIXNG EXPERTS
ssowin w3
Reading RG4 ODGN

0734 478853/479163

VISA

\q’p\ fwmg ﬁu\/

Sllk and Dried Flower Arrangements

| PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

|| WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR IND/VIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

._L

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

entral Heating
General Repairs

EEER

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,

READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

. Day and night service
| Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, FEBRUARY 1991

M. B. HORMIGO

GENERAL BUILDER

Specialising in Victorian houses and
renovations, also Roofing, Plastering and
Carpentry
FOR FREE QUOTATION
Phone Reading (0734) 470971

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

EXETER
Devon

Luxury ground floor one
bedroom apartment. fully fur-
nished. available for lettings
Situated on banks of River Exe.
within short distance of Cathedral
and town centre.

CAR PARKING AVAILABLE
Contact Mrs M. Wall

Tel. 475661

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES

READING 479276
ANY TIME
15004

BRITTANY
STONE COTTAGE

Fully modernised,
sleeps 6 in great
comfort.

11 miles from sea
Telephone

477525

GREETINGS CARDS

By Eunice Cooper

PERSONALISED DESIGNS
LOCAL VIEWS
BOOK A CARD EVENING
INCLUDING TALK
To order, book or view

Reading 478607

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

HAND CRAFTED |1

& célBs‘(‘:“NEs [ Carpenter & Joiner
‘ ; PETER
gl i ' MAY
Telephone: Phone Reading 478175
481929
i STATE REGISTERED
PLUMBING AND ||
‘ T
HEATING ENGINEER i Cc l;:!ﬁgwf B(S??C!SS
GEOFF KEEN | Pl S il

_ Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

<o =

Clean your Carpets the Professional Way
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Suprema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM L
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt

being removed

MIKE
THOMAS
N\ OND Forestry
Tree Surgery
& Landscaping

8 Randolph Road, Reading, Berks
Telephone: 0734 574896

@AV_ERSHAM

QUALIFIED
REFLEXOLOGIST
Mark Chuter A.AR.

22 Field View

HOME VISITS Caversham
Reading

0734 477192 b

STITCHIN’ TIME

1T CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106

NEW AUTUMN/WINTER FABRICS
NOW IN STOCK.
ALSO EVENING
AND BRIDAL FABRICS
HABERDASHERY,
BELT & BUTTON MAKING SERVICE
Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday
e 8 i § 0 8§ v v vy

OOKSHOP

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of all types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and excharnged

We are happy to order ary book
not in stock

J. LUCKETT

(Insurance Services)

LTD
PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

14 Church Street, (second floor)
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half
normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-
ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality
Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS

Tel. READING 477466
— 0]

ARTHUR
BUTLER || TOMALIN& SON
N.A.F.D. (N.A.F.D.)
FUNERAL F_uneral
DIRECTORS Directors
Telephone 48 New Street
_(0491) 573370 Henley-on-Thames
Dii 5
Mr Elkington Telephone 3370
15 Chiltern Bpnk, DAY AND NIGHT
Peppard Common
J.R. McCARDLE
RO A STONEMASON
MASTER Fine Memorials in
MASONS Marble, Stone and
Craftsmen in Stone Granite
BEDFORD RD Restoration and all
READING other masonry
undertaken
Telephone
573537 READING 62362
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