NEW MINISTER FOR CAVERS

THE Bishop of Reading
has appointed the Revd
Philip Abrey, to succeed
the Revd Paul Ken-
chington as Curate-in-
Charge of the Parish and
Local Ecumenical Pro-
ject of Caversham Park
in our Group Ministry.
The licensing at Caver-
sham Park Church is
5pm Sat 19th May.

Phil is 38, coming to us
from his non-stipendiary
post as priest at All
Saints’, Hindley, in
Wigan. He is by earlier
profession a
schoolteacher, having
taught for the past 14
years in primary schools
in Kent and Lancashire
(currently at a church
school at Parbold, Lan-
cashire). He spent four
years with the Scripture
Union, developing links
with primary schools in
the north. For the last
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two years he has also
been very involved in a
voluntary capacity with
the area National Union
of Teachers, in which his
pastoral, conciliatory

work has been highly
praised. He trained for
the Ordained Ministry
with the Northern Or-
dination Course and was
ordained to Hindley in

1985 as ‘unpaid, part-
time minister’'. He breeds
budgerigars!

Dorothy Abrey has
been a teacher since the
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mid-sixties in primary
and special schools in
Northamptonshire,
Liverpool, and Wigan.
She has for over six years
been Headteacher in a

church primary school
along the road from
Wigan Pier! She hopes to
keep her ministry as a
teacher flourishing by
obtaining a post in the

Reading area.

Asked for his feelings
on the appointment, Phil
smiled gently and said:
‘All our moves have been
after thought, discussion
and prayer. [ applied in-
itially for Caversham
Park when I had shingles
and time to stop and
think! We both have
ecumenical backgrounds
and a Local Ecumenical
Project appeals. Other
key factors were the
style of the job advertise-
ment — it contained a
sense of humour — and
the CPV ‘A Growing
Church’ aims and objec-
tives, and, crucially,
Dorothy’s willingness to
move if 1 was ap-
pointed!’

He and Dorothy have
our Prayers and good

wishes for the move
R.K.

EASTER DRAMA AT CAVERSHAM SCHOOLS

ASSEMBLIES in many
of the primary schools
in Caversham will not
be the same again
after the visit of

‘‘Keybunch’, a drama’

group from Caver-
sham Hill Chapel, con-
sisting of Marion
Hedley-Lewis, Sue
Fairbairn, Mark Hat-
cher and Mike
Holmes.

The group visited
Caversham Park
Primary, The Hill
Primary, Thameside
Primary and Caver-
sham Primary conduc-
ting two Easter
assemblies in each
school, one for the in-
fants and one for the
juniors. They also
visited The Avenue,
Abbey and Chiltern
Edge Schools. All in

all, about 2,000
children were
involved.

How do you get
across the meaning of
to

Easter young

children, many of
whom have no idea
why Jesus came?
The Primary School
assemblies started
with' the ‘Clown
Sketch’. This centred
around a sad clown
who tried a number of
things to make him
happy, like Easter
eggs, presents, sports
and friends, but found
that nothing had
lasting value. It was
then pointed out that
lasting happiness can
be found in Jesus.
After a song with
actions the infants en-
joyed the ‘Mr Grott’
sketch. If you have an
infant in any of the

primary schools
visited, ask them
whether they
remember Mr Grott!
Mr Grott was a
naughtly man who
kept on stealing

chocolate bars from all
sorts of people, until
one day he was caught

red handed by P.C.
Gottya in a cunning
disguise. He then ap-
peared before the
judge, but when he
realised how naughty
he had been, he was
very sorry. He still had
to go to jail, however,
to pay for his crimes,
but at the last moment
the hero arrived in
superman style and
said he would go to
prison instead of Mr
Grott. The meaning of
the story was then ex-
plained; Jesus,
represented by the
hero, has paid for all
the things we do
wrong when he died
on the cross.

The juniors had a
competition after the
first song, which was
followed by the
‘Signpost Sketch'’. Sid,
the signpost man, was
building a signpost on
stage. During the
sketch different peo-
ple appeared needing

various directions. A
hiker, a mum with a
boy desperate for the
toilet, a robber were
all helped to find their
way by Sid, but he
could not help
somebody looking for
the directions to
heaven. This person
goes off trying to find
another signpost, and
while he is away a
naughty boy comes on
and changes the sign-
post eventually leav-
ing only a bare cross.
This is then found by
the man looking for
the directions to
heaven. The explana-
tion of the sketch was
then given: Jesus
came to show us the
way to God, bridging
the gap between God
and us by dying on the
cross, enabling the
things we do wrong to
be forgiven.
Sketches appealing
to older children were
done at the secondary
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Teaching the song, Keybunch from left to right — Mike Holmes, Sue
Fairbairn, Mark Hatcher and Marian Hedley-Lewis

schools. Fun was had
by both those listening
and those performing.
The reaction by the
schools was also very
positive, with invites
to come back already
given. Hopefully the

meaning of Easter will
be clearer to our
children as a result.
Keybunch have
been involved in
street evangelism and
other evangelistic
events, Christian

Unions, religious
education lessons and
church services. If you
are interested in the
work of Keybunch
phone Mike Holmnes at
Caversham Hill
Chapel, Tel 474529.

Juniors from the Hill Primary School enjoying ‘I will lift my hands in
adoration’



TALKING POINT

By the Rev. Christine Allsopp
Curate, St. Peter’'s & St. Margaret’s

TURNING OFF —
OR TURNING ON?

WHAT does the word EVANGELISM do
for you? | must say it isn’t a word that has
ever set me alight — not, that is, until last
week when [ attended a conference on the
subject. In fact it’s a word that has most
definitely turned me off. If it does the same
for you, please, don’t turn off completely.
After all, this is my first “Talking Point”
so | urge you to at least give me (and
evengelism) a chance by reading to the
end of this column!
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| suppose it's the picture which the word
conjures up for me: earnest well-scrubbed
young men and women knocking on the
door with one hand while holding a Bi-
ble in the other, asking if I've been saved.
Or the big meeting with the big name and
the invitation to get up out of your seat and
make a commitment to Christ. I’'m not de-
nying that these methods have brought
people to Christ, but | suppose | feel more
comfortable with a gentler, perhaps more
English way of doing things. Many Chris-
tians would run a mile rather than be in-
volved in knocking on doors and | would
guess that while these methods are attrac-
tive to some non-Christians, they just leave
others cold.

=3

Maybe what we need are some adverts.
I’'m not thinking of the man with the sand-
wich board proclaiming: ““Repent for the
end of the world is nigh”. We need to be
more up-to-date than that. | rather like
some of the recent suggestions (admitted-
ly tongue-in-cheek) for advertising the C
of E. How about: “Music, wine, virgins-
party, his place, Sunday.” or: “’From the
people who brought you Christmas...”” But
seriously, is this really the way to adver-
tise the Christian faith?

[===T =]

Advertisers generally start by looking at
the market for their product. It's a startl-
ing fact that in a survey of adults in this
country commissioned by the BBC
seventy-six per cent of those questioned
were happy to call themselves Christians
but of these about fifty per cent only at-
tended church very occasionally. Many
people had stopped going to church mere-
ly because they had “lost the habit’” and
only a small percentage because they had
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stopped believing. ““You can be a Chris-
tian without going to church’ is a com-
ment made frequently. But what sort of
Christian? Most of us need help and en-
couragement and the strength which
comes from joining with other believers
to worship God.

 — Y —|

One thing is certain: we are going to find
itdifficult to avoid the word EVANGELISM
over the next ten years. The Church of
England has announced a Decade of
Evangelism beginning next year and en-
ding in the year 2000. Quite independent-
ly the Pope has announced a similar in-
itiative in the Roman Catholic Church and
I believe that the Free Churches are plan-
ning to focus on evangelism too. It might
have been possible to ignore a Year of
Evangelism — but not a Decade!

 — Y —

So perhaps we should look at what
evangelism really means. Quite simply it
is sharing what God has done in Christ for
us. There may be many different ways of
doing this, but if we have experienced
something of the love of God through
Christ, shouldn’t we want to share it?
Shouldn’t this Good News be something
we can’t help but share? The first followers
of Jesus found themselves unable to keep
quiet! Jesus had told them: ““You will be
witnesses for me”” and the power of the
Holy Spirit enabled them to be just that.
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We may feel, though, that we have a
choice about whether we should be
witnesses for Christ or not; that our religion
is essentially a private matter; that some
people are ““’good at that sort of thing’’ but
others are not. Two answers to these
doubts came from the conference | attend-
ed. Firstly, it's a good job the first disciples
didn’t feel like that! Secondly, we are all
witnesses whether we like it or not.
Whenever and wherever people know that
we are Christians we become witnesses:
at work, at home, at the shops, waiting at
the school gate for the children. It's a
sobering thought isnt it? We may be good,
bad or indifferent witnesses but we can-
not avoid the fact that we are the visible
evidence for Christ and his Church. Are
we turning people on to the Good News
— or turning them off?

The Editors wish to make it
clear that the views express-
ed in this newspaper do not
necessarily reflect the opi-
nion of the board.
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POSTBAG

BLACK RAILINGS

Dear Sir,

What on earth are all the
awful black railings being
put all round Reading for?
An utter waste of our
money. Surely it would be
much better to spend the
money on the appalling
state of our roads, some of
which are extremely

dangerous. For instance
the roads and pavements
by the Henley Road shops
are absolutley disgraceful.
Loose stones and wobbly
pavements are truly dread-
ful. I have to go about in a
wheelchair and the other
day was nearly tipped out
owing to the frighful con-

ditions. Luckily a kind |

ad
helped to save me, but my
back has not recovered
yet.

Yours etc.
Mrs Nancy Banfielq
1 Mander Court,

Derby Road
Caversham.

HONG KONG

Dear Sir,

May [ urge your readers
to be involved in the local
efforts, writing to local
M.P., praying, petitions
etc., to influence Govern-
ment policy at home and
abroad. In particular at this
time our Government's at-
titude towards Hong Kong
and the Vietnamese Boat

people is not in my view
pleasing to God. The Bible
is full of references to God
as having care for the poor
and oppressed, Jesus
himself was a refugee.
When 1997 comes it will
not only be the Boat peo-
ple who are refugees but
many Hong Kong citizens.
We have a responsibility to

find a home for these up-
fortunates and should not
be looking towards oyr
own self and nationa/
interests.

Yours etc
Colin Johnson

335 Gosbrook Road
Caversham

FIELSR

ST John's, Caver-
sham Guide Com-
pany are urgently in
need of leaders. This
is a flourishing Guide
Company with its
own Headquarters,
meeting on a
Wednesday evening.
If you are interested
in working with
10/14 years olds this
can be very rewar-
ding voluntary job,
and we should like to
hear fror.) you. There
are also vacancies
for both Guide and
Brownie leaders in
Caversham/Caver-
sham Park/Emmer
Green areas. For
more details please
phone 477860 or
482386.

(Mrs J. Hall, District
Secretary)
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THERE is no telling
what the impact will
be of the millions of
scriptures now flow-
ing into the Soviet
Union and Eastern
Europe. Is it too fan-
tastic to believe that
these Eastern bloc na-
tions will experience
— in years to come —
a spiritual revival
comparable to that
which swept through
Great Britain and
North America in the
late 18th and early
19th centuries?

‘“The worst thing is
that we are living in a
decayed moral en-
vironment. We have
become morally ill....
We have learned not
to believe in anything,
not to have considera-
tion for one another
and only to look after
ourselves. Notions
such as love, friend-
ship, compassion,
humility and forgive-
ness have (been
lost)..."

These are not the

words of a pastor or
priest, but of Vaclev
Havel the president of
Czechoslovakia. How
surprised we would be
if such statements
came from the mouth
of a Western leader!

And yet what Havel
has said is true for
East and West. The
decayed moral en-
vironment is evident,
whether the result of
atheistic communism
in the East, or
freedom without
restraint in the West.
What Havel must
realise is that while he
rebuilds his nation
from the moral ruins
of communism, he will
face the moral
challenge that
freedom of choice
brings in democratic
capitalism. As a case
in point, BBC Radio 4
recently broadcast a
story about the rise of
pornography in
Czechoslovakia.

Beyond the battle
for political freedom

UNITED BIBLE SOCIETIES
UJEDINJENA BIBLIJSKA DRUSTVA

CRETO THICNO

in East European
countries, then, is the
more fundemental
battle for their moral
reformation. That, I
believe, will only
come about when peo-
p]e turn to the Chris-
tian scriptures and
discover the God of

same to our brothers
and sisters in the
East?

But let's not mount
our triumphalist horse
too soon. There is an
irony that while in
formerly ‘godless’ na-
tions religious educa-

- Abbeycrest

A superb modern house
sulperlor rooms ovetlooking
ovely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please ’phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

Nursing Home

by
Steve Downey

United
Bible Society

the Bible. The greatest
way Western Chris-
tians can help is to
make God's Word
available in massive
quantities.

Raspodels

Ouga strana retorme

tion (Bible-based in
some cases) is being
reinstated and the de-
mand for scriptures
unprecedented, in
West European and

K PROUITER! SV TEMALIA. USEDSSTE 98
#

WHAT IS GOD UP TO?

Gorabachev have said
as much.

So why are we in-
sisting on going the
same direction? We
have seen the future
— so let’s avoid it! In
schools, let us
preserve — even
enhance —  the
teaching of religiously-
based values. Some
argue that one genera-
tion has already been
raised in a valueless
society and that we
are seeing the conse-
quences. If so, the
lesson taught by
atheistic states is time-
ly — perhaps even
overdue.

How strange it
would be if ex-
communist nations ex-

Poge 2

religious attachments
— is one of the most
telling paradoxes of
our time."

A paradox ..
warning.

and a

In the coming years,
will the export of the
Christian scriptures
bring renewal to
Christianity in the
East while the West
continues its moral
decline? Only future
historians will be able
to answer that ques-
tion. Perhaps the East
will reject Christianity

and turn, as the West
has, to the religion of
and
decadence. Let's hope
must we
We must provide

materialism

not. What

do?

the scriptures to
Eastern Europe, and
pray that both they —
and we — will turn to
God.

Steven Downey is the
Information Officer
for the United Bible
Societies (UBS). His
opinions are not
necessarily those of
the UBS. For those
who want to help send
scriptures to Eastern
Europe (or anywhere
else in the world)
please contact the
dritish and Foreign Bi-
ble Society, Stonehill

Green, Westlea, Swin-
SN5 7TDG

don,

perienced a moral
reformation (because
of the spreading of
God's Word), while
the West became what
communism is now: a
spiritual wasteland.
When Gorbachev met
with the Pope in
Rome, the Soviet

Demotratst socpahzam

n‘wum-»'\‘au-g azvom
SSSR | Istocne Ev

The weekly magazine of the Yugoslavian Communist Party with an

advertisement of the United Bible Societies. Published 2 March 1990

The United Bibles
Societies has calcu-
lated that if every
Christian family in the
USSR and Eastern
Europe were to
receive one Bible and
one New Testament,
74 million volumes
would be required
costing approximately
£150 million . These
figures are mind-
boggling, but they are
more than figures:
they represent people
who have been
spiritually starved
during decades of
totalitarian rule.

Shall we who have
the Word of God for
discipleship and

evangelism deny the

North American
‘Christian’ nations the
trend is declining
church attendance
and increasing ‘il-
literacy' about the Bi-
ble. Some want to
drive religion from the
public sphere
altogether.

In the irony is a war-
ning. Communism, an-
nounced and launch-
ed decades ago as the
wave of the future,
aimed to abolish
religion. Today we see
that future: the fruit
of atheism is a
defeated society,
spiritually and moral-
ly bankrupt, without
values. Presidents
Havel and

leader said publicly
that moral values
generated by religion |
“‘can help in the work
of renewal in our
country’’ (not the first |
time he had said it). A |
commentator in The |

Christian Science| [

Monitor wrote that
this:

‘...set up a curious
spectacle. A com-
munist leader
recognising the
religious

ethical behaviour —

basis nf‘
while [

Western
democratic societies
doggedly refuse to
make the connection
between their agonis-
ing lapses in ethics |
and their declining
1

jhe f+

.8 Sy Goaria

7,,:’:" L P,-_rl
gfff;fkﬂf/t' { Bt
“opslggisty  Ree

Supplying
Vegetables

\ U
larket Gardern

o Heatly ™
uLOUa\_} E ~

Fresh Fru1t
and Potatoes

Free Range Eggs

HOME

COOKING

CAKES, BISCUITS, BREAD,
QUICHES & PUDDINGS
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CELEBRATION CAKES
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order

lay 9-1pm, 2-5pm
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Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

* Rent Reviews

* Lettings and Sales
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* Lease Renewals
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* Property Management
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& Co.
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BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND
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OUR POTATOES TAK
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE
GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

CROWN BUTCHERS

75 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks
Tel: (0734) 751600

Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL
122 % Discount given on
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS
OVER £40
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THE POLL TAX - AND YOU RESPOND

Fairer than the Poll Tax!

THE party
manifesto which
foreshadowed the
Poll Tax asserted
that ‘the tax
system must be
fair and be seen to
be fair’ and pro-
mised that the
domestic rating
system would be
replaced by ‘taxes

| more broadly bas-

ed and related to
people’s ability to
pay’. Amirable
sentiments, but
the bizarre cir-
cumstances in
which Gurkha
soldiers and stu-
dent nurses have
found themselves
have highlighted
the unsuitability of
the Poll Tax to
fulfil them.

To provide a tax
system which is
seen by every tax-
payer as being fair
to him or herself

would demand an
impossibly com-
plex jungle of
reliefs and conces-
sions. Is it really
fair, for example,
that a childless
couple should be
expected to con-
tribute very
substantially, as is
now the case, to
the education of
their neighbours
children, or that an
elderly widow
with no car should
contribute similar-
ly to the main-
tenance of the
motorways as a
sales represen-
tative who uses
them daily?

To provide a tax
system which is
related to people’s
ability to pay is
much easier, but
what we have in
the Poll tax is a flat
rate tax on every

citizen, only
mitigated in cases
of inability to pay
without extreme

hardship.
There are three
criteria  which

should govern our
tax system. The
first is that it
should place a
comparatively
equivalent burden
on those at every
income level: it
would bear lightly
on both the poor
and the affluent or
bear heavily on
both the poor and
the affluent accor-
ding to the health
of the economy.
The second is
that, unlike a tax
on property which
not everybody
owns, it would be
applicable to
everyone and all
would have an in-
terest in whether

Household Student Nurse Pensioner One Earner
Couple Couple

Income 1/4/90 £5,695 £5,815 §9,500

Poll Tax §447 £460 5£894

Local Income Tax §132 nil §234

the taxes they paid
were wisely or
prodigally spent.
And the third of
the criteria, since
we live in a society
which claims to
follow Christian
principles, is a bias
towards the poor.
The principles
could best be
achieved by a local
income tax which,
in the view of the
Liberal Democrats,
should replace the
Poll Tax. In addi-
tion to working as
fairly as any tax
can and being pro-
portional to a per-
son’s ability to
pay, it has two ad-
ditional merits.
One advantage is
that it is cheaper
to collect, whereas
the collection of
the Poll Tax will, it
is estimated, cost
Reading over a

One Earner
Couple
£12,000
£894

£327

million pounds g
year. The other js
that it would be
much less easy to
evade, whereas the
fear of widespread
non-payment of
the Poll Tax has leqd
councils to insure
themselves with
inflated Poll Tax
rates.

The Association
of London
Authorities hag
said that it is con-
fident that ‘g
workable Local In-
come Tax, which is
cost-effective to
collect, simpie to
administer angd
easy to understand
can be successfully
devised and im-
plemented’. And if
it were the relative
charges under Poll
Tax and Local In-
come Tax would, it
is estimated, look
much like this:
One Earner
Couple

§44,951
£894
£1,971

Martyn Allies

IN his article in the
April issue of Caver-
sham Bridge, Robert
Dimmick rightly
stated that the former
rating system was
thought to be unfair.
How then can we
begin to assess the
fiscal aiid political in-
eptitued of those
responsible for the in-
troduction of the Poll
Tax, a system
perceived to be unjust
and inequitable by
people in all sections
of society? How can it
be right that a tax
should be levied that
takes so little account
of income or ability to
pay?

We have abolished a
system whereby in
one house an in-
dividual might have
to pay the rates
single-handed whilst
in another several
wage earners shared
the burden. There will
now be many
households where
more than one Poll
Tax comes out of an

A Green Perspective

individual
packet.

Poll Tax attacks
family life at precise-
ly those stages where
people are most under
stress and in need of
support from the
community.

Many families with
young children will be
faced with having on-
ly one wage earner
and two Poll Tax bills
to pay. Some will no
longer be able to
choose the luxury of
looking after their
own children.

An eighteen year
old studying at
Technical College,
although not receiv-
ing a grant, will be
obliged to pay 20%
Poll Tax. Is this an in-
centive to acquire the
skills we are told this
country needs? There
can be no justice in re-
quiring money from
someone who
receives no income.
Those youngsters
from homes where
money is tight will

wage

specialist services in the foll

Old Family Photographs repri

Framing service

Call or Telephone
41 Prospect Street, Caversham 47

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers

Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits

owing:

oduced

9450/475656

face a terrible dilem-
ma and may well feel
obliged to take a job
to ease the burden in-
stead of continuing
their education.
There will be no ex-
emption for people
with physical
disabilities who live
in the community. In
the Sunday Cor-
respondent, Anne
Clarke, the National
Development Coor-
dinator for the
Carer’s National
Association, has been
quoted as saying

‘‘Carers tell us that
the Poll Tax won’'t
make them give up
caring for their
relatives. Caring is an
emotional rather than
a financial decision.
But they’re hopping
mad that they are be-
ing penalised.”” Who
can blame them?

All elderly people
cared for within the
family are similarly
liable for Poll Tax. If
they are placed in
residential homes, the
family no longer has
to meet this added
commitment. This is a
further attack on
family life and care
within the
community.

There must be many
better ways of raising
money to finance
Local Government
than this. The Green
Party favours a com-
bination of local In-

come Tax and Com-
munity Ground Rent,
a land taxation
system which
rewards rather than
penalising the im-
provement of proper-
ty, and provides a
financial disinentive
to slum landlords and
those whose use of
land is speculative
and does not benefit
the community. This
system has proved
successful in
regenerating a
number of American
cities. No doubt other
parties have good
ideas too, but so long
as our political
system is adversarial
rather than
cooperative we can-
not benefit from the
variety of view points
available to us.

The Poll Tax is only
the latest of a series
of attacks on the

fabric of our caring
society. The terrible
damage inflicted on
our Health Service,
the systematic
demoralising of those
whom we have asked
to educate our
children, and the in-
troduction of the
Social Fund, which
claws back benefits
from those in our
community who are
most in need, are a na-
tional disgrace. The
righteous indignation
which the Poll Tax
has aroused in all sec-
tions of the communi-
ty is perhaps a sign
that after ten years’
sojourn in an ethical
wilderness the Coun-
try has had enough.
We must encourage
one another. A
monumental task of
reconstruction lies
ahead.

by Anne McCubbin

POSTBAG

Dear Editor,

Caversham Post Office

Re: ‘Caversham Bridge’ No: 305

Subject — ‘Poll Tax and You’
May [ draw your Reader’s attention, in the public interest, to an omission
regarding the methods of payment for Poll Tax in the Reading Borough. You
may pay by 10 equal instalments, free of charge, at any Post Office within
the Borough. Bearing in mind postage costs, and that 40% of the public
do not hold Bank Accounts, to say nothing of the sick, elderly, and handicap-

ped, who regularly visit their local Po.
gratulated on this arran
Dimmick omitted this ¢

st Office, the Borough should be con-
gement. | was therefore surprised to note that Mr.
aring and considerate method from his article. But

perhaps he just forgot. After all we are told & week in politics is a long time!

Please use your
serve you.

E & O E of course

Yours faithfully
M. L. Fussell

Post Office or risk losing it, for we are ready and willing to

Turn'to page 5
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‘A TALE OF THE RIVER

DURING the after-
math of the great
storms of February, it
was a common sight to
see tree trunks and
large branches, like
strange river-craft,
swiftly carried
downstream by the
strong current. Most
of them swept
through Caversham

Bridge, but one lodged
itself near the ‘wharf’
outside No.2, Bridge
Street. There it re-
mained, settling ever
more deeply into the
mud.

For the past four
years, a pair of
Crested Grebes have
nested on the little
island which is in the

BANK’

care of Joan and Den-
nis Hammond; on one
afternoon in March
there could have been
a tragedy, but for the
quick-thinking of the
men who were work-
ing in No.4, Bridge
Street. Alan, Colin,
David and Ian,
through talking to
Joan had become in-

‘SWAN LIFELINE GRAND DRAW'

THE raffle tickets for the
Swan Lifeline Appeal,
organised by the Caver-
sham Hotel, sold well
and on Tuesday, 27th
March the draw took
place in the hotel. At
one .p.m., —in the

presence
Manager,
Winter,

of the
Mr. Robin
Tim Price of

Swan Lifeline, Windsor
and other members of
Swan Lifeline, the draw
commenced. Mrs. Joan
Hammond drew

the

E. S. Archer

tickets from an elegant
top-hat (to match the
elegant prizes). There
were four winners from
Caversham:-

Mr. G. Feast — Pic-
ture of Caversham
Hotel. Mrs. Helen Smith
— The Food Hamper.
Mr. D. Brown of Heron
Court — The Candlelit
dinner for two. Mr. C.

.Nichols of Surley Row

— The year’s Subscrip-
ion for the Caversham

{ Hotel Leisure Club.

Many thanks to Mr.
Robin Winter, his staff
and the Caversham

terested in the variety
of river birds which
congregated there. On
the afternoon in ques-
tion, a commotion was
heard by the men,
who found a frighten-
ed, struggling grebe by
the tree trunk, ap-
parently attached to
it. David immediately
called upon Joan, and
they found it was in-
deed attached, by one
wing. They went into
action; they carefully
pulled the tree nearer
to the wharf, and
found it was
necessary to remove
branches before at-
tempting rescue. This
the men did, whilst
Joan supported the
grebe. It was then
discovered that the
wing was entangled in
a discarded fishing
line, which, in its turn
was entangled in the
tree. For a long twen-
ty minutes Joan
painstakingly untangl-
ed the wing, feather
by feather, slowly so
as to cause no

damage, whilst the
other members of the
rescue team held the
tree steady, also the
frightened bird which
was doing its best to
peck its rescuer! At
least the job was done
and the grebe was free
to go back to its nest
and be re-united with
its mate. David, Colin,
Ian and Alan went
back to their work
feeling very pleased at
the success of their
endeavours in a new
venture bird
rescue! Joan, who was
feeling exhilarated
and grateful for the
presence of the young
men, went home and
made herself a cup of
tea!

A last thought! One
wonders if there were
any fishermen
amongst the crowd
watching from Caver-
sham Bridge, who had
at any time discarded
unwanted fishing line
on the river bank!

J.A.

Hotel for their generous
help. JA,

From Councillor Pauline Palmer
— Leader Conservative Group,
Reading Borough Council.

AN ALTERNATIVE
CHRISTIAN VIEW
OF THE COMMUNITY
CHARGE.

WHILST not a regular at-
tender at Church
believe | am a Christian
and that my view on the
Community Charge is a
true and honest one.

Whilst | would accept
that the level of this
year's charge is much
higher than any of us
would like thére is no
doubt that it is a fairer
system than the old
rating sytem.

The Labour Controlled
Reading Borough Coun-
cil must take its share of
the blame for it being so
high — their budget this

ear is much higher than
ast year yet they didn’t
even want to discuss
amendments put by the
Conservative Group to
reduce it!

I cannot, with ac-
curacy, quote the Bible
but I do find it very dif-
ficult to understand how
anyone with the indepth
knowledge of the Bible
that Councillor Robert
Dimmick obviously has,
although not encourag-
ing it personally can sup-
port or even be
associated with a Party
that has many members
both nationally and
locally that condone law
breaking in the form of
non-payment of taxes —
i.e. The Community
Charge, or even support
and encourage civil dis-
obedience — surely this
is not something the Bi-
ble advocates and as a
Christian | find this very
difficult to understand.

'N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

Why do | believe that
The Community Charge
is fairer that the old
rating system?

The major injustice of
the rates was that about

alf of all people who
benefitted from local ser-
vices, and could vote for
them, did not make any
direct contribution
towards them. The Com-
munity Charge ad-
dresses this problem
head on. It is the only
system that ensures that
everyone pays their fair
share towards the cost of
local services, no more
no less. Those who can-
not afford to pay the full
charge will get a rebate.

The  Charge will
restore accountability to
Local Government. In
time, it will put an end
to extremist Councils
spending recklessly safe
in the knowledge that,
on average, half their
voters (and in some in-
stances more) will not
have to pick up the bill.
THE COMMUNITY
CHARGE IS A FAR BET-
TER WAY OF PAYING
FOR LOCAL GOVERN-
MENT BECAUSE IT IS
BASED ON ONE
FUNDEMENTAL PRIN-
CIPLE: WHAT YOU
VOTE FOR, YOU PAY
FOR.

How can it be fairer
that the rich have to pay
the same as the poor?

The fact is that the rich
pay more in taxes than
the poor. Part of these
taxes form what is still
the majority of local
government spending —
GOVERNMENT GRANT.

No one likes taxes but
they have to be col-
lected to pay for ser-
vices. Many people
don't like the Communi-
ty Charge but | ask all
who read this to think
long and hard on what
alternatives the op-
ponents of the Govern-
ment are offering — |
believe the alternatives
are far, far worse than

this system.

‘

POLL TAX POSTBAG |

From page 4

Dear Editors,

First | was surprised, then |
was incensed (o see that so
much space had been given to
Councillor Dimmick’s article
on the Poll Tax in the April
issue of the ‘‘Bridge"’,
especially with the local
government elections due in
May

Having worked for over
forty-three years in local
government finance | long ago
realised that the left
sometimes adopted ultra left
policies, and the right wing
sometimes adopted ultra right
policies with each side, when
in power, striving to nullify the
effect of its opponent’s former
policies. What is needed in
both local and central govern-
ment are policies which, in the
words of that old advert, are
"“Not too little, not too much,
but just right.”" Obviously
some of the ideas of both Left
and Right are good, but equal-
ly so some of them are bad

However, | digress from
Councillor Dimmick's article
which, admittedly made in-
teresting reading. In one part
he states “‘In 1989/90
Reading ivested £36
millions"’, and then goes on to
list where this amount was in-

vested viz: £
Major repairs to Council
Housing 9
Buying land and new
Housing 9

Grants to Housing Associa-
tions & Private Owners . 5
Town Hall redevelopment 2
Computers for Poll

Tax

Environmental
improvements 2

til these loans are fully repaid
the Council must continue to
repay instalments of the Prin-
cipal, and Interest. Sixty years
Is @ long time, and whenever
such aloan is taken out it must
be remembered that we are
saddling not only our children
but also our children’s children
with this debt. Was it really
necessary to spend £2 million
on Town Hall redevelopment?
Food for thought?

1 do not think that the Com-
munity Charge, in its present
form, is fair, but it is certainly
fairer than the old rating
system under which an elder-
ly pensioner living alone in a
large house paid the same
amount as the occupiers of
the house next door where
there could be six, or more
wage earners. Personally |
should prefer to see a form of
local Income tax introduced

Yours etc

Pete Littlewood
11 Moss Close,

Caversham
{One of David Owen's Social
Democrats)

John Kitcher & Son

15a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS

LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

s

AL G A B SR L I8

Large range of patterns to choose from

PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

PET SHOP — NOW OPEN — PETSHOP
DEN & JULIE’'S PET SERVICES
Run by a seasoned Pigeon fancier and a
qualified Veterinary Nurse
Very wide range of pet supplies
Horse feed, 20+ Pigeon corns, fishing
tackle, garden supplies, seeds. (Animals &
Birds available on request)
61A Grove Road, (off Evesham Road)
Emmer Green, Reading Tel 481619
OPEN TILL 7pm FRIDAYS 9-12 noon Sundays

Weddings

The Entertaining Cooks

Business Lunches

Parties

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Dinners Buffets

£28 millions

£36 less £28 leaves £8 million
— where did this go? | have no
doubt that he can provide this
information, but it would have
been better if he had given all
the facts, not just some of
them

Most of these investments
necessitated Capital Expen-
diture, which, in local govern-
ment is usually financed by
obtaining loans from the
Public Works Loan Board.
Such loans are repayable over

a period of sixty years, and un- |

J.D.SANSUM & SON

*PLUMBING, HEATING & GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM SPECIALIST

15 Blenheim Road, Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7RT

TELEPHONE: READING 473003

,-\\{\lR
a
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LET US GIVE YOU A FREE ESTIMATE
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THE CHURCHES

CONGRATULTIONS
to four young
members of St.
Peter’s choir, who
have passed the
Royal School of
Church Music's
Bishop's Chorister
Award exam, held
recently at St. Mary

(Junior Award), and
Jackie Cutts and
Elizabeth Jones
(Senior Award).
After a much extra
rehearsal and
preparation, all four
candidates earned
good pass marks. It
is hoped that they

~ ROUND

Kingsbury on a Sun-
day in June during
the Parish Eucharist
at St. Peter’s. They
will then have to
wait until November
when they will be
formally presented
to the Bishop of Ox-
ford at a service in

in the Butts. They will receive their Christ Church
are Andrew Cutts medals and ribbons Cathedral.

and Zoe Smith from Richard EASh Archer

MISS NORAH Through her love of sham Bridge
acting she became, in newspaper.

POLLARD her early years, a pro- In spite of all these

MANY people in Em-
mer Green and Caver-
sham will be saddened
to hear of the death,
on March 18th, of
Miss Norah Pollard.
She was a very active
member of the com-
munity and for many
years was treasurer of
the Townswomen's
Guild and until recent-
ly its Chairman.

minent member of the
Reading Repertory
Company and this led
her to join the Drama
Group within the
Townswomen'’s Guild.
She “also fostered in
members an interest in
Social Studies.

Miss Pollard was
also one of the
stalwart band of
helpers who voluntari-
ly deliver the Caver-

activities Miss Pollard
managed to find time
for her two greatest
joys; tending her large
garden at her home in
Emmer Green and
walking with her many
friends into the sur-
rounding country side.
Her life has been a full
and happy one.

To her family we
send the deepest
sympathy.

A good sized and
appreciative audi-
ence greeted Major
Michael Paxton
when he came to
talk to the Fellow-
ship at their
March meeting
about Huntley and
Palmers. He started
by asking whether
any one there had
ever worked at
Huntley and
Palmers, and two
hands immediately
shot up.

The talk Major
Paxton gave was
very amusing and
entertaining. He re-
counted how
Quaker Palmer ar-
rived on Biscuit-
maker Huntley’s
doorstep one day
and said ‘We must
work together’, and
work together they

St Andrew’s
Fellowship

did. It appeared that
George Palmer had
discovered the
biscuits at an occa-
sion in Glastonbury
and decided this was
what he must be in-
volved in. The
whole concern was
very much a family
one with another
Huntley making the
tins for the biscuits.
In their heyday the
firm made six hun-
dred different types
of biscuit, and ex-
ported them all over
the world. It is sad

to think that
Reading's three
famous industries,

biscuits, beers and
seeds, are no longer
operating in the
town.

Major Paxton pro-
mised to return at a
future date with
some of his videos.

St Peter’s
Wives

‘“CAVERSHAM in
the Eighties’’ was
the title of the talk
given by a member
of the Caversham
Photographic Club
to the group in
March.

It was with great
interest that a large
number of
members gathered
in Church House.
Which Eighties were
going to be discuss-
ed? In fact curiosi-
ty was soon
satisfied and a
journey from 1880
to 1990 was em-
barked upon. The

An Invitation
o

7, George Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks

Ball Gowns - Evening Gowns
Cocktail Dresses - Accessories

Dress Hire

Tel Reading 461778

slides showed the
differences bet-
ween the quiet
1880’s and the
bustling 1980’s!
The old bridge, the
new bridge, the dif-
ferent aspects of
the river and
changes in the
roads — all these
were viewed with
great interest and
many comments
from the floor.

The slides also
showed the dif-
ferent ai chitecture
and brick ornamen-
tation which have
to be searched for
to be appreciated.
The many new-
comers to Caver-
sham found it
fascinating and
vowed to move
around with their
eyes wide open to
the interests and,
yes beauty of
Caversham.

ST JOHN'S
CHURCH
CAVERSHAM

SUMMER FAIR
AND
JUMBLE SALE

On Saturday June
2nd
at 2pm

Caversham Hall,
St John's Road

ST ANNE’S PARISH
NEWS —
CORPUS CHRISTI AT
MAPLEDURHAM

IN the last few years the
Parish has celebrated
the important Feast of
Corpus Christi with a
Mass and Procession of
the Blessed Sacrament
in the grounds of
Mapledurham House, at
the extreme edge of the
Parish boundary.
What was, in every
parish, until a few years
ago, a major event in its
calendar, has become
something of a rarity.
The Feast was establish-
ed in the Middle Ages
to highlight our love of
and devotion to Our
Blessed Lord in the
Eucharist (Mass of Ho-
ly Communion). Until
that time Maundy
Thursday, the day Our
Lord celebrated His
first Mass and gave His
Apostles Holy Commu-
nion, was the annual
opportunity for com-
memorating this central
part of our faith-but
then the joy was always
overshadowed by the

solemnity of the
following day, Good
Friday.

From the thirteenth
century until our pre-
sent day Corpus Christi
has been celebrated on
the Thursday after
Trinity Sunday. Proces-
sions to honour the
Blessed Sacrament,
during which Our Lord
is borne aloft in the
Sacred Host, were
often held on the Sun-
day following.

It is only a few years
since the Parishes in
this area had proces-
sions around their own

Churches on that
and then, on the ney,
Sunday a Procession
for the whole town
which I remember 5 4
great occasion,
culminating with
Benediction in (he
grounds of the Abbey
Ruins, and a Sermon in
St James’ Church.

On June 14th, then,
there will be a Mass a1
Mapledurham followe
by a Procession. The
ceremony will begin ar
7.00 pm. This year it
will “be especially
significant because it is
five hundred vyears
since the Blount family
came to Mapledurham,
and almost two hun-
dred years since the
present Chapel was
added to the house.

His ‘Grace the Ar-
chbishop of Birm-
ingham, (The Most Rev.
Maurice Couve de Mur-
ville) will celebrate the
Mass, an indication of
the importance in
which the tradition of
Catholicism, kept by
the family, is regarded.
Because the family
practised the faith
through difficult times
of persecution and
deprivation, the Chapel
has been given the
privilege of reservation
of the Blessed
Sacrament.

It is therefore, and
particularly this year, a
very suitable place for
the Parish to celebrate
Corpus Christi. All our
friends are asked to
come and rejoice with
us.

day,

FREE MIME
AND DRAMA

AFTERNOON

ON Sunday May 20th,
Caversham  Heights
Christian Fellowship (part
of Caversham Hill Chapel)
are staging a fun after-
noon of mime and drama
for children and their
parents at Mapledurham
Playing Fields Pavilion at

3.00pm. :

A mime artist, Brian
Seward, from Ipswich
and the drama group
Keybunch from the
Chapel will be
performing.

Everyone is welcome
AND IT'S FREE!

CAVERSHAM CONFIRMATION
SERVICE

Will be held at St Barnabas’ Church
Emmer Green at
8pm on Wednesday May 23rd -

Bishop M. Woods, former Bishop of

Norwich will be officiating

.

ADVANCE NOTICE

ST BARNABAS DAY 11TH JUNE

Patronal Service will be held at 7.30pm
when the Preacher and Celebrant will be
the Right Reverend Hugh Montefiore,
former Bishop of Birmingham
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A HOLIDAY OF A
LIFETIME

WALK along the
Lower Warren and
when you reach the
turning down to
Chazey Court Farm
look away to the right
and you will see a
great white scar on
the wooded hillside,
the chalk walls of a
huge pit. Here, high
on the top of this cliff,
two young Caversham
lads had the holiday of
a life time in 1916.

That year Charlie
Paddick was thirteen
and when the school’s
summer term came to
an end the whole
month of August
stretched away before
him; a time of
freedom and a chance
to be out in the coun-
try from morning till
night; a time for
adventure.

The adventure soon
materialised when he
and his school pal, Reg
Gordon, made a cart
out of an old wooden
box and some pram
wheels. When that

was done they made a
tent out of a piece of

their way pushing the
cart along the Warren.
In it was the tent, a
bar of salt, several
bottles of water, a few
cooking untensils, a
lump of lard from the
late family pig, a large
loaf for each boy and
their fishing tackle. In
their pockets each had
one shilling and a box
of mathces.
-

High above the
chalk pit was a patch
of grass, an ideal place
to camp; so here they
pitched their tent and
settled down.

Living off the land

They had no inten-
tion of living on bread
alone soon had made
and set up several
snares, for rabbits
were everywhere.
Many children in
Caversham in those
days were almost
country born and bred
and killing, skinning
and gutting a rabbit
would have been
nothing out of the or-
dinary in their ex-
periences. Over a

spent angling and
roach and perch were

caught by the
fishermen. Back in
camp these were

salted overnight in the
bucket and next mor-
ning the ’scales
scraped away, then
they, too, went on the
spit.

Mushrooms were
gathered from the
meadows and
blackberries from the
hedges that surround-
ed them. Potatoes and
swedes from nearby
fields provided
vegetables.

Skimmed milk was
given to them at the
farm and also a little
butter. The latter was
not supposed to be
made during those
war years but the
farmer churned some
on the quiet for his
own needs so the boys
were lucky. When the
bread was eaten the
lads bought more
loaves from the baker
when he called at the
farm.

After a week a trac-

The beginning of The Warren, just past St Peter’'s pre 1914.

tarpaulin and by then
the idea of a camping
holiday was forming
in their minds. Their
mothers, when ap-
proached, agreed to
let them go, perhaps
imagining they would
be back to the comfort
of their home long
before August was
out.

Soon they were on

camp fire Charlie and
Reg roasted their rab-
bits on a home made
spit.

Bread and rabbit
would have been a

dull diet for a whole
month. The Thames
was close at hand,
across the water
meadows of Chazey
Court farm, so many a
long summer hour was

tion engine with four
Canadian lumberjacks
turned up in the
valley below. They
had come to cut down
a large plantation of
trees for the match
company Bryant and
May. Naturally the
boys went along to
watch the felling and
soon made friends
with the woodcutters.
This was to prove an

BEFORE YOUR VERY

HEMDEAN House
Drama Club once
more ventured into
new territory for
their annual perfor-
mance this Spring,
when they put on a
Victorian

melodrama, Before
Your Very Eyes by
John Challen.
There was
something peculiar
about it though, as
it was set in present
day Caversham,
which was beset by

a ruthless Villain,
complete with cape

and ruthless
moustache, who
was intent on

destroying it and
Civilisation As We
Know It. Also lurk-
ing about the place
were a set of likely
and unlikely
characters intent on
thwarting or aiding
and abetting him,

inlcuding a pan-
tomime horse,
Chinese dancers,

respectable  shop-
pers with their cry-
ing babies, as well
as Spies and Injuns
of unparalleled
ferocity. The strains
of Land of Hope
and Glory inspired
a group of modern,
or were they Vic-
torian, school boys
to do their patriotic
duty and save the
heroine, Caver-
sham and the
world.

A vociferous Vic-
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CHRISTIAN AID WEEK
IN. CAVERSHAM

added bonus for the
lads had several free
dinners wit the new
acquaintances.

So the days passed
happily and quickly
into weeks and the
weeks into a month.
Caversham seemed a
world away. But
August drew unrelen-
ting to its close and
school loomed on the
horizon. It was time to
camp and
return to home and
family.

Presents for the
family

The last day of the
glorious holiday was
spent picking
mushrooms and
blackberries and try-
ing to catch rabbits,
for the two friends did
not wish to return
from the countryside
empty handed — and
indeed they didn't.

It is now over seven-
ty years since that
wonderful August, yet
Charlie Paddick
remembers it clearly.
It was an experience
which obviously
meant a great deal to
him, a holiday to be
truly remembered and
listened to him reliv-
ing those days I, too,
felt his enthusiasm.

YIS

torian M.C. held the
whole thing
together, which
Nancy Quinnell
had obviously en-
joyed producing,
and the cast acting.
The audience also
enjoyed it, par-
ticularly booing
and hissing and
singing ‘Down at
the Old Bull and
Bush'.

M.C.

CHRISTIAN Aid
Week is from the
14th — 19th May.
Volunteers to help
with the House to
House collections
are always needed.
If you feel that you
could take part in
this way please
contact you own
Church Represen-
tative on the
Caversham Chris-
tian Aid
Committee.

If you would like
a very pleasant
walk the Christian
Aid Sponsored
Walk is on Satur-
day the 19th May.
The walk follows
the wusual route
starting at Henley
Rugby Club and it

is possible to opt
frothe 6, 11 or 20
mile circuit. Please
contact your
Church Represen-
tative for applica-
tion forms and fur-

Derrick Knight

ther information, or

Keith Stephen-
Evans, the Caver-
sham Walk
Organiser, direct
(telephone
473619).

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM

Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
justold or unusual? Do you want to be sure you

get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and
sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give heraring. There is no charge and no

obligation.




1t the South of England,
rds offer personal service and
1g expertise for the whole family.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

IN late
/September of 1989
Rachel Baker and
I went to Northern
Ireland on a visit
that became known as
a fact-finding mission,
indeed it was. The
beginnings of the idea
had first formed over
two years ago. Whilst
t we were both still at
Kendrick Rachel and I
entered, and won, the
sixth form travel
award. To do this we
had to write a project
explaining what our
“worthwhile'" trip
would involve. Due to
exams and other com-
mitments we postpon-
ed the trip until

August

CAVERSHAM
HEATING &
PLUMBING

SERVICES
For Central Heating, Boiler
Servicing, General Plumbing Work

116A Henley Road, Caversham,
Reading, Berks RG4 0DH

READING 481414
Free Estimates Given
Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION

CAVERSHAM
TILE CENTRE

w7 FIXING BY OUR OWN
5 %, FIXING EXPERTS
;‘: Barg®™ % €

= £
Zyrqc® 55 Donkin Hil UM
Caversham Yt
Reading RG4 0DG S

0734 478853/479163 VISA

August 1989.

Our principal aims
were to educate
ourselves and to find
out more about the
situation in Northern
Ireland, particularly
the Troubles, and to
visit places and pro-
jects working for
peace and recon-
ciliaton. In our sixteen
day visit we made
many friends and
learnt a great deal.
One thing we found
was that many people
were pleased that we
wanted to learn more;
everyone we met real-
ly made us welcome
and all were willing to

share in their ex-
periences and
feelings.

The first week of

our trip was spent at
the Corrymeela Com-
munity in Ballycastle
some forty miles from
Belfast. We were par-
ticipants on a Youth
! Work Camp at the end
of the Centre's busy
summer programme.
It was an unusually
quiet week in the year
but we made friends

with many of the
other young people
who were there at
that time. One par-

ticular evening about
twenty of us got

jury

OFFERS

Uprema

DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT i
32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

_ TELEPHONE: READING 477713

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading

PERSONAL ATTENTION FREE ESTIMATES

YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR
M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

Telephone
Reading
479642

TO FIND OUT MORE...

together and our
Youth camp Leader
ran a session in which
the people from Nor-
thern Ireland were
simply asked to tell us
where they had come
from and what their
experiences of the
Troubles were. Many
of them told sad and
frightening stories of
petrol bombings, in-
from plastic
threats and
loss of life. Some
claimed at first that
the Troubles had not
affected their lives
but as the evening
wore on many chang-
ed their original
statements. We had to
stop them often to
define words and ex-
plain festivals and
traditions. To us the
evening illustrated
how little we knew,
understood or even
truly sympathised
with. On reflection it
taught us a lot and not
least that ‘‘peace and
reconciliation’ in-
volves enormous heal-
ing forgiveness and
patience.

The Corrymeela
Community is unique
in many ways but is
one of many groups of

bullets,

people working to
heal divides in the
Province. There is

great variety in these
groups; some are prin-
cipally Christian bas-
ed, others remain in-
dependent of religion;
some seek more to
resolve common pro-
blems such as
unemployment or
youth opportunities
but others call peace
and reconciliation
their main aim; some
are found in the midst

|__By Sarah Boardley |

divided areas, while
others are away from
this, perhaps pro-
viding a more relaxed,
reflective surroun-
ding. Corrymeela
works throughout the
year bringing dif-
ferent sections of the
community together
often emphasising
what they have in
common; single
mothers, sixth
formers, old people,
prison families etc.
During our stay there
we made good friends
whilst sharing in the
varied tasks of clean-
ing the centre,
washing the buses and
also enjoying
recreation.

In order to gain
more insight into the
realities of living in
Northern Ireland we
felt we should spend
our second week in
Belfast. We are able to

stay with two
Ecumenical Com-
munities, the Cor-

nerstone Community
and  Columbanus.
Both are Christian
houses providing prac-
tical and theological
help by their work
and example. We
were pleased to share
with the Falls/Shankill
fellowship one even-
ing an incredible ex-
ample of Christian
JAnity between two
very divided local
communities. In
Rachel’s words ‘‘they
had a very peaceful
and positive
attitude”.

We filled every
minute of our days in
Belfast visiting
employment schemes,
an integrated school,
two of the Quaker ser-
vice projects, the
Y.M.C.A., the Nor-
thern Ireland Youth
Forum, the Peace
Education Resource
Centre and also

managing to do some
sightseeing

and
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“‘cultural” bits.

Both Rachel and I
returned with better
understanding  of
some of the history and
incidents of that part
of our country but also
more aware of our
lack of knowledge. In
many ways without
having lived in the
area it is impossible
really to understand
the embedded pre-
Jjudice, the depths of
division and the feel-
ing of frustration, but
it has helped to listen.
In doing this we have
become much more
personally involved in
the struggle and hopes
for peace. We know
the value of our visit
has been increased
through our many op-
portunies to share
what we learnt with
people here. We felt it
necessary to write a
much more detailed
project, which can be
borrowed from St
Peter’s or Caversham
Heights Methodist
churches.

of very troubled and Derelict housing in West Belfast — results of fighting etc.

A FIRST FOR CAVERSHAM

AT the end of March
sixth-formers at
Highdown School took
part in a “‘Faith Day"
called "IN AT THE
DEEP END'". They were
invited to take the
plunge by spending the
whole day investigating
religions from around
the world.

The idea for the day
came from the Head of
Sixth Form, Mrs Juliet
Smith who spent six
months organising the
event. Among the many
religious representatives
present were a Buddhist
Bhikkuni Nun, a Hindu
from a Community Radio
Station, a Jewish Rabbi,
a Humanist and a Muslim
Community Education
Officer. Most major
Christian denominations
were well represented
and the day was chaired
by the Reverend Roger
Royle, the television and
radio broadcaster.

This is the first time
that an event of this kind
has been held in this
county. Its aim was to
enable students to meet
people of different
beliefs and to hear a
varity of viewpoints. It

was a very full day.
Students were able to
choose from a wide
variety of workshops in-
cluding, ‘The Demands
of Being a Catholic To-
day’, ‘Building Bridges in
Northern Ireland’, ‘Asian
Adolescents in Britain
Today' in the morning
and ‘Meditation’,
‘Fasting and Eating your
way through Lent and
Easter’ and ‘Women —
Second Class Citizens in
the Church?' in the
afternoon.

There were also two
opportunities to ask
questions of two multi-
faith panels on the sub-
ject of ‘Why do bad
things happen to good
people?’ and ‘Faith in
the News'. The multi-
faith theme was con-
tinued at lunch time
when the participants
were able to enjoy an ex-
cellent “‘Feast of Friend-
ship” composed of dishes
from around the world.
This was thanks to
generous donations from
the Edgar Milward Chari-
ty, The Green Girls’
Trust, Milwards Shoes
Ltd and Royal Mail
Parcel Force.

The students certainly
found it a worthwhile
day. It enabled them to
learn about a variety of
religious traditions and
to reflect on important
questions more deeply
than is generally possible
in a normal school day.

Roger  Royle con-
gratulated the School on
their initiative: “'It is bet-
ter than any number of
R.E. lessons and it has
given pupils a chance to
think’'.

Christine Allsopp

Telephone:

" Reading (0734) 478756

GET
CARTER ELECTRICAL

Office & Domestic
New Installations
& Maintenance

Free estimates

116 WOODCOTE ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING
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THE INJUSTICE OF
BUGS BOTTOM

A STUDY of the High
Court judgement in the
Bugs Bottom case has
added little to what was
already apparent. It is
therefore no cause for
surprise  that the
Borough Council’s legal
advisers were having dif-
ficulty in finding sound
grounds for appeal.

The stumbling block
all along was that the
court case could only be
argued on legal and not
on planning grounds.
Therefore with the judge
decreeing that the
Secretary of State did not
actillegally in coming to
his decision, the ap-
pellants find themselves
up against a brick wall.
It was assumed that the
evidence placed before
the Secretary of State
was correct, and there is
no legal channel
through which this can
be contested. Underly-
ing the whole case was
the assumption that traf-
fic and highway objec-
‘tions were negligible
and that the valley,
though attractive, was in
need of management
and maintenance. The
first is patently untrue.
The second in only true
in so far as a farmer on
the verge of retirement is
not going to spend time
and money on maintain-
ing land that is up for
sale for mass housing.

The objection that the
application contravened
the findings of the Coun-
ty Structure Plan was
dismissed after much
argument about how far
a structure plan was
binding, and there was
much more argument
about the definition of
‘presumption’ against
building and the need
for housing which can-
not be adequately sum-
marised in the space
available here.

RESIDENTS’ VIEWPOINT
WATCHDOG

Overall, the impres-
sion given to the average
person reading the docu-
ment was that on
balance the Secretary of
State was judged to be in
the right, but that the
case was by no means
clear cut. Yet if the
Secretary of State had
given any serious con-
sideration to the im-
mense local opposition,
both from elected coun-
cils and the thousands of
individuals who had
taken the trouble in
some way to make their
opposition known, he
should have realised
there was far more to the
Bugs Bottom application
than some run of the
mill scheme which the
applicants thought might
be worth taking to
appeal.

That is why residents,
whom the document
partonisingly admits
were ‘somewhat ag-
grieved’, are determined
to carry on this battle,
through the Courts if
necessary, or in any
other way. There is a
petition being circulated
but to make any kind of
impression it must have
thousands of signatures.
Take one and fill it up if
you can. Offers of help
to Reading 477711.

ENCLOSURE ACTS

ONE other way still be-
ing explored is through
application of the
Enclosure Acts. These
Acts, as those who can
recall school history
lessons will know, were
passed in the eighteenth
and early nineteenth
centuries for the purpose
of enclosing agricultural
land  which  had
previously been held in
strips scattered through
the commonly held

‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

open fields. Caver-
sham’s acts and awards
were passed in 1832
and 1834, later than
most. Enclosure Acts can
only be repealed by Act
of Parliament, and these,
as far as is known, have
not been repealed. They
have already been
disregarded, as many
houses have been built
on land designated for
agricultural purposes,
but that does not mean
that they still do not app-
ly where land, such as
Bugs Bottom, is still in
agricultural use. Work is
still being done to find
out how far they might
be used to protect Bugs
Bottom.

Meanwhile, Chris-
topher Patten has receiv-
ed so many letters he
must be aware of public
disquiet. The replies
vary to suit the in-
dividual writer in the first
paragraph, but in the se-
cond, state that he has
no powers to overturn
the decision now that it
has been granted on ap-
peal and upheld in the
High Court. If that is the
case then, as Mr. Bum-
ble said, ‘the law is an
ass’, if it can be used to
give a tiny minority its
way against the interests
of large majority.
Somehow the Secretary
of State has got to get
round to looking at the
case in broad terms and
not just as a legal argu-
ment. The Enclosures
Act might be the catalyst
we are looking for.

Congratulations to the
Evening Post on an ex-
cellent photographic
spread. It is encouraging
too that the national as
well as the local media
have taken the case up.
The name, of course,
makes a good headline.

ENHANCING THE
ENVIRONMENT

1T is pleasing to report

that, in the end, the flint
and brick wall in the
Mount was completed. It
is unfortunate though
that St Peter’s Conserva-
tion Area gets regular
visits from a group of
vandals who do a lot of
mindless and costly
damage. However, the
most effective response
still is to repair it,
however discouraging it
may be.

There are now well
made and designed
street name signs in
Reading’s Conservation
areas, which have in-
creased in number in the
last year or so. It is an en-
couraging indication that
the town is gradually
coming to take more
pride in itself. We all
know what is wrong
with it — characterless

office blocks, insensitive
road schemes, choking
traffic — but slowly the
general air of neglect
that for too long hung
about it is being
remedied and attractive
areas are being created.
The forecourt of the
Town Hall springs at
once to mind.

In Caversham the
Westfield Road playing
field has been given a
very welcome face lift |t
has always been nice to
have a large open space
there (the remaining part
of one of the old open
fields) but that was about
all it was, apart from the
horse chestnut trees
round its edge. There
have now been some
landscaping and plan-
ting, and the play area
has been up-graded to
make it particularly at-
tractive for young
children. It is now the
kind of place people
would feel pleased to
visit, rather than
somewhere that was just
there.

POLL TAX REVOLT

THE old rates system
which ironically came to
an end on 1st April, had
its shortcomings but it
now seems fair com-
pared with the new poll
tax. Even the little old
lady who was reputed to
live next door to the
houseful of rugby
players, can derive little
comfort from it. In Caver-
sham, noted for being
better off than the rest of
Reading and the kind
of place popularly sup-
posed to have benefitted
from the change, there
are far more people pay-
ing more under the new
scheme than they did
under the old.
Thames, without
doubt Reading’s
wealthiest ward, still has
over 77% paying more
than they did under the
old system, for Thames
is not exclusively in-
habited by rich people
living in large houses.
Peppard and Caversham
wards similarly exceed
82% and 88% respec-
tively who will find
themselves worse off,
but the areas with the
highest percentage, such
as Katesgrove where
over 95% are paying
more, must be even
more hard hit than the
figures suggest. The
houses in these areas are
old and small and were
low rated, but now their
occupiers have taken a
great leap. This tax will
have to be changed
before very much
longer. It is difficult to
find anyone who can put
a convincng case for it.

FROM
DAFFODILS TO
DUSTBINS

BY Easter the daffodlls\
were over and most of
the blossom associated |
with the Festival, or even |
with Ascension or Whit-|
suntide, was either gone |
or past its best.|
Somehow a Puritanical |
streak in us tells us we
ought to endure the|
rigours of a hard winter
before being rewarded
with the joys of Spring, |
but this year, once again, |
we got the goodies
unseasonably earlier
without having to suffer
for them. By the last|
week ‘end in March, |
Caversham Court and
the riverside looked like
summer, with bodies
outstretched on the
grass, children happily
playing and boats pass-
ing up and down the
river; yet not a duckling
or a cygnet to be seen. ‘

Along  with the |
premature flowers, a |
newcomer has also burst |
into blossom. What ap- |
pear to be dustbin lids |
are sprouting from the |
upper half of houses.
They are not an added
attraction either to the
houses or the street.
Possibly they will even- |
tually come to be ac-
cepted as much as
aerials on roofs, though
it would be preferable if
they could be supersed-
ed, as being only just
above eye level it is
almost impossible to
avoid seeing them.
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Summerfield

REST HOME

This distinguished Victorian
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING
Phone: Reading (0734) 472164

Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

D.J.S. BUILDERS |

Houses, Extensions, Alterations. All

types of brickwork, garden walis, |
patios, roofing, exterior and interior |
and other property |
maintenance needed.

decorating

IFast and Efficient Service
for estimates and advice
T'elephone Reading 475998

RAY GALLAGHER

. DOMESTIC
" PLUMBING
SERVICE

Prompt friendly attention
NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

\

They are no worse
than actual dustbins left
in the front garden, an
unfortunate growing
custom. In some cases
people have real difficul-
ty in carrying bins, but
most of them could be
moved with no problem,
leading to an improve-
ment in the appearance
both of the house and
the street.

Caversham Park V|I|age Reading.

J. LUCKETT (Insurance
Services) LTD
‘| PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14 Church Street,
Caversham
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472950

We buy

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

Prospect
Furnishings

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

] 6 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM, READING

Reading (0734) 476565

and sell militaria and curios
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OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE ““POP-IN"* CENTRE
Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the
CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
. Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.

79048 or 476181)

J. P. MOTORS

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
* MoT while you wait (by r
appointment) '
* Servicing by top mechanics
* Bodywork, any job undertaken
* New and used car sales

* Collection and delivery service
can be arranged

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

Est. 1882

for

ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

Caversham
W.l.

THIS year’'s AGM com-
menced with the
previous year's
minutes being ac-
cepted. The financial
statement was
presented and
adopted, and the an-

nual report was given
by Miss Jarrett.
Members were

reminded of various
dates: the group
meeting on April 19th,
the jumble sale on
April 21st, and the
outing to Evita on May
30th. Mrs Colley gave
the president’s report
and thanked the com-
mittee for its help.
The new president is
Mr Susan Taylor. Mrs
Parkes VCO, con-
ducted the rest of the
evening, and the vote
of thanks was given
by Mrs May Smith.

Emmer Green
Townswomen's
Guild

THE Annual General
Meeting of the Emmer
Green Townswomen's
Guild was held in
March. The new com-
mittee was welcomed
and wished a very
happy time in office,
and the retiring com-
mittee was thanked
for its hard work dur-
ing the past year.
The Social Studies
and Arts and Crafts
groups are thriving,
and have had some
excellent speakers
and several visits to
interesting places. The
Ramblers continue to
take walks locally and
farther afield and en-
joyed a lovely holiday
in  Cornwall last

Spring. Another holi-
day is booked for
Rothesay in May of
this year.

The Guild is finan-
cially sound, largely
due to its own efforts,
and generous dona-
tions have been made
to the Battle Hospital
and the Institute for
the Blind. The

membership stands at !

seventy with a good
attendance at all
meetings, and it is
hoped to encourage
new members in 1990.
The Guild meets once
a month at 7.30pm
every second Tuesday
in St Barnabas Church
Hall, Grove Road Em-
mer Green.

Caversham
Heights
Townswomens
Guild

ARE annual general
meetings ever in-
teresting? Yes, when
you hear encouraging
facts about the state
of the finances, about
the progress of the
countrywide scheme
for planting new
woodlands, and an
outing in June to the
sea breezes of Port-
smouth is mooted.
Michael Lynch’s
amusing play ‘‘Inside
Out’’ was read by
mernbers of the drama
group, while the bring
and buy table was a

boon to some as
always.
Mrs J Brown re-

mains chairman of
Caversham Heights
Townwomen's guild,
Mrs J Purton
secretary, Mrs B Smith
vice-chairman and
Mrs N Goodman
treasurer. Mrs
Maureen Dawson had

come along from
Federation and com-
mented that it was
healthy to have an
election, so perhaps
next time!

To finish the month
Mr J Taylor ARPS,
who has lived in
Africa, showed social
studies in Highmoor
Hall, slides of Lake
Nakuru in Kenya, a
lake fed by two fresh-
water streams. It
souplike consistency is
stirred up by the pad-
dlings of thousands of
flamingoes, white-
necked cormorants
and sacred ibises, to
mention only a few
birds. Grey heron such
as we find on the
Thames are there.
There was plenty of
rainfall. The delicate
ecological balance of
the lake was upset by
the growth of the
town of Nakuru, but
was restored through
spending more money
on basic services in
the town. Pictures of
local tribes-people
showed tall, hand-
some men who dress-
ed each other’s hair
while the women
worked. Could this be
an idea? Many more
pictures remained to
be seen another time.

Maplewood
W.l.

MAPLEWOOD held
their Annual Meeting
at Mapledurham
Pavilion when the
retiring President, Mrs
Heather Baker, was
thanked for her hard
work over the past
three years and
presented with a gift
of W.I. engraved
china as a token of ap-
preciation. Mrs Joan
Baddeley was elected
as the new President
with Mrs Muriel Pop-
plewell as Treasurer.
Mrs Janet Hooper will
continue as Secretary.

There was an im-
pressive display of
members’ handiwork
and the Flower-of-the-
month competition
was won by Mrs Toni
Aldiss with a camellia.
Mrs Peggy Turner was
presented with a gift
token as the member
with the most com-

Friday,
11th May

Saturday,
19th May

CAVERSHAM DIARY

7.30pm Public Meeting “‘Beating Aggression''
Mrs Diana Lamplugh at Rivermead Leisure

Centre. §3 and §2.50.

5.00pm Licensing of the Rev. Philip Abrey

petition points for the
year.

The Secretary’s
Report reflected a
variety of interesting
speakers through the
year and several occa-
sions when members
met for Coffee Mor-
nigs, Tea Parties or
Lunches.

On February 23rd
several members had
attended the
Berkshire Federation
W.I. Lunch at Reading
College when the
Principal gave a short
history of the College
and afterwards con-
ducted members on a
tour of the Home
Economics Depart-
ment.

Easter Eggs will
again be given to the
handicapped young
people of Peppard
House.

Caversham
Ladies Club

MRS Harwood, Chair-
man, opened the
meeting and said it
was a pleasure to see
so many members pre-
sent, as this being the
AGM it showed their
interest in the Club’s
activities and gave the
committee encourage-
ment.

Mrs Harwood and Mrs
Queenie Strong had
taken the Club’'s RBH
collecting box to the
hospital for emptying,
and the sum of §26.60
was realised. This add-
ed to contributions
from past years' mon-
thly meetings brought
it up to the grand sum
of §114.29p.

Mrs Harwood then
announced that Mrs
Marjory Howe was
resigning from the
committee due to ill
health. Mrs Howe was
warmly thanked for
all the help she had
given to the club and
presented with a gift
in appreciation of her
help.

After general
business was com-
pleted Mrs Harwood
read her report. She
thanked Mrs Weal,
Vice-chairman, for
taking over in her
absence and her help
on committee, Mrs
Queenie Strong for

her fine work as
Treasurer, Mrs
Nelhams, Secretary,
for her monthly

reports and finding in-
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teresting ' ‘speakers,
Mrs Brenda Strong
and Mrs Locke for
their Produce and
nearly New Stalls
which contributed so
much to funds and at
the same time
benefited the
members themselves,
Mrs Howe who was
always willing to step
in where needed, Mrs
Leach for her work of
distribution of birth-
day cards, Mrs
Frostick, Mrs Beard-
more, Mrs Roddy, Mrs

Crawley and Mrs
Weston, all willing
helpers in various
jobs.

Reports followed
from Mrs Nelhams,
Mrs Queenie Strong,
Mrs Brenda Strong
and Mrs E. Locke. The
Committee then
retired and Mrs Weal,
Vice-Chairman took
the Chair. After
reading her notes
thanking officers and
committee members,
also club members, it
was time for a
nomination for new
Chairman. Mrs Har-
wood was re-elected
followed closely by all
the committee being
re-elected ‘en bloc’ by
unanimous vote.

It was now time for
the lighter side of the
meeting, ‘Bring and
Buy' and witty auc-
tioneer Mrs B. Strong
was soon in the pro-
cess of emptying the
laden tables which
members had so kind-
ly covered with their
contributions for sell-
ing to help club funds.
Soon there were emp-
ty tables and the most
welcome sound of
crockery which
heralded much need-
ed tea after a busy
afternoon. Then it
was time to close the
meeting and members
left with a feeling of a
past happy year and a
new year to look for-

~ward to in the first of
the nineties.

Caversham
Community
Association

THE Quiz evening
held on the 5th March
was well attended.
Members of the com-
mittee had been busy
preparing quizes on

Turn to page 11

Caversham Park Church..

3 K Wednesday, 8.00pm St. Barnabas' Church. Caversham
lncludmg 23rd May Confirmation Service. Bishop M. Woods, former
VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL Bishop of Norwich officiating. H
Builder and Decorator
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING, :inurdny. 2.00pm St John's Summer Fair and Jumble Sale,
e 2nd June Caversham Hall, St John's Road.
Sunday, Dedication of Wesley Lounge, C: sh:
: 2 sley L ge, Caversham
and for 3rd June Heights Methodist Church FREE ESTIMATES
COMMERCIAI AND INDUSTR]_AL Monday, um{ for the rest of the week Wesley Exhibition S
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS 4th June at Caversham Heights Methodist Church. 18 GOSBROOK ROAD
” . Monday, 7.30pm St. Barnabas' Church Patronal Festival. CAVERSHAM
24 Friar Street, Readmg RG1 1DP 11th June l‘yen(-hor: Rt. Rev. Hugh Montefiore, former READING
Tel. (0734) 591231 ; | Bishop of Birmingham. BERKSHIRE Telephone 475582
: P L

M. J. GODDARD
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varying themes. Ques-
tions on general
knowledge, television
programmes and
musical competitions
kept everyone busy.
After refreshments
were served, problem
pictures, on ways to
spend a holiday, were
displayed for
members to find a
solution. Prizes were
awarded to all the
winners. As it was the
first Monday in the
month members
brought goods to sell
at the Nearly New
stall. Evelyn Cook was
in charge of the stall.
Pat Snow was
welcomed again to the
club on the 12th
March and had a good
display of plants and
garden requisites
ready for the
members’ inspection.
During her talk Mrs.
Snow gave good ad-
vice on many garden-
ing problems and had
a busy time after-
wards as members
were eager to buy
plants etc. to make
their gardens look at-
tractive. Mrs Snow
was thanked for mak-
ing the evening an en-
joyable occasion.

The following week
the members were
given the chance to
arrange the evening's
programme. To begin
with several members
brought’ items from
their favourite collec-
tions. Dorothy
Osborne brought
models of pigs, Daisy
Heath, cigarette cards
and 1930's momen-
toes, Maida Feast —
spoons from many
places and Margaret
Payne — Toby Jugs.
Margaret Cameron
brought dolls from

At vt sraine raitison

various countries and
explained later that
they were obtained
for her over a long
period of time.
Yvonne Milne said
that she used shells
collected on holidays
to make decorative ar-
ticles for her home
and explained her
methods to the
members. Maida Feast
provided the recipe
for Chocolate Nut
Crunchies and then
quickly made some for
the members to sam-
ple. Finally, Doreen
Meadowcroft
demonstrated the way
to make a Garrett
Frill, using glucose ic-
ing, on a cake and also
decorated a cake in
the shape of an Easter
bonnet. The members
went home with lots
of new ideas from
their fellow members.
Ted Smith paid his
second visit to the
club on the 26th
March. This time his
subject was ‘post-
Office Busses'. Mr
Smith, who worked at
the Post Office, sug-
gested in 1972 that it
would be a good idea
to get the post office
vans to collect
passengers,as well as
the mail, in the
Hungerford, Lam-
bourn, Newbury area
that was not covered
by local bus services.
Post Office busses
were already used in
several places in the
British Isles and were
appreciated by the
passengers. After
much preparation and
discussion the service
started in 1974 and

proved very suc-
cessful in the rural
areas. Passengers

waited for the Royal
Mail bus at points
where the mail was
picked up and found
the service most

Holloway’s '

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318

and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire.

The professional alternative to London

A professional service from
complete contents to a
single item.
Transport and storage faci-
lities. Free pre-sale inspec-
tion and advice.

Entries for future sales
invit

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance pur-
poses.

We are agents for

s

useful. Maida Feast,
the Chairman, thank-
ed Mr Smith for an in-
teresting and infor-
mative talk.

Wednesday
Group

BEETLES, beetles
everywhere, all
shapes and sizes —
and not a shriek of
horror anywhere! The
first session of 1990
started with a well-
attended Beetle
Drive, an enjoyable
evening which finish-
ed with coffee, mince
pies and cakes.

‘‘The Oldest Road”
was the title of the
next meeting a fort-
night later. Mrs Meryl
Beek gave a talk
beautifully illustrated
with slides taken on
her walk along the
Ridgeway one
weekend in October
1988. Mrs Beek, with
her husband, David,
started near Streatley,
stayed one night at a
youth hostel near
Wantage and con-
tinued to Avebury,
passing ancient stones
called Sarsen burial
mounds and, of
course, .the Uffington
White Horse.

Meryl
decided to spend their
next holiday walking
from Avebury to
Lyme Regis. This took
fourteen days, averag-
ing 11 miles a day
through some
beautiful Wiltshire
and Dorset coun-
tryside, sometimes
stopping at a village to
look around. Her talk
ended with her best
slide, that of the
Dorsetshire Gap. Mrs
Beek was thanked by
Mrs V. Keating.

On a very wet and
windy evening two
weeks later, Mrs
Sheila Holly welcomed
Rev. John Boakes, the
minister at Gosbrook

Road Methodist
Church. He talked
about various aspects
of his ministerial
career. He was
brought up as a

Methodist, though not
initially interested in
becoming a minister
until he went to a Bil-
ly Graham Crusade
meeting, which set
him on the road. He
mentioned various
highlights, including
his first wedding, and
various christenings.
His outstanding
memory was being
asked to conclude a
televised ‘‘Songs of
Praise'’ programme.

A Valentine's Din-
ner was aranged by
the Committee,
resulting in a hive o
activity in the Kit-
chen, while tables
were being laid in the
Hall and decorated
with hearts and
flowers, the scene be-

and David &

BUGS
Methodist BOTTOM
EXTRA

A fund has been
launched to seek
independent legal
advice with a view
of taking the Bugs
Bottom case to ap-
peal. This will be
costly but
preliminary discus-
sions have in-
dicated that there
is a good case for
challenging the
judgment. Any

OXFAM

THE Oxfam Shop has undergone a
complete transformation.

It is hoped that the shop in Pro-
spect Street will open again on Fri-
day 20th April.
9.30am - 4.30pm,

New voluntary workers and gifts of
goods for re-sale would be welcome.

ing complete by two
large floral ar-
rangements by Eileen
Flint. Some sixty
members, husbands
and friends sat down
to a meal of orange
and grapefruit, turkey
and stuffing, sausages
with bacon, roast
potatoes, vegetables
and cranberry sauce,
followed by trifle,
cheese and biscuits,
coffee and mints. A
most enjoyable even-
ing was concluded

f with a vote of thanks

to the Committee by
Mrs Monica Sanders
with a special ‘Thank
You' to the three
ladies washing up in
the kitchen.

The Refurbished Oxfam Shop.

unused monies will
be returned. Che-
ques started to
come in as soon as
the fund was made
known. The Bugs
Bottom Action
Group will be ad-
ministering the
fund. Details on
how to contribute
can be had by
phoning Reading
477711.

Hours from
six days a week.
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FAMILY
BUTCHERS

* PERSONAL SERVICE

QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

g

i 10%

DISCOUNT

1 > .
1Given off current retail

OVER £40

1
|
1
1
| prices on purchases |}
1
|

Branches at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION
26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER
30 Church Street, Caversham.

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday

Tel. 473564

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK

WALLING,

CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC
COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS

Tel.

PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE

READING 477466

16043

E. S. Archer

Carpenter & Joiner

Phone Reading 478175

PETER
MAY

Robimor

OPHTHALMIC

* CONTACT LENSES

*« DESIGNER FRAMES

* VARILUX CENTRE

* GLAUCOMA TESTING

a0

OPTICIANS

TOTALLY PROFE§S!ONA[.

EYECARE

RORIN TAMIS & PARTNIERS
OPTOMETRISTS
44, CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHANM READING
TELEPHONE (0734) 472098

|4

a

« COMPUTER ASSISTID
VINION ENAMINATION

= OPPOSITE WAITROSE

|
|

i

N\
NG m
\

QUALITY - FASHION -SERV{JCE - COMPETTELVE PRICES
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STITCHIN’ TIME 1
1 CHURCH ROAD 1
CAVERSHAM |
Telephone 478106 [ ]
LARGE RANGE OF LIBERTY I
SPRING/SUMMER FABRICS [}
]

]

]

]

EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF BRIDAL

FABRICS, PATTERNS,
HABERDASHERY

Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

L-------------

@AVERSHAM @OOKSHOP

e Ss S Sl
HEMDEAN
HAIR

STUDIO

Jolanta and Stephen
invite you to their

GENTLEMENS
& LADIES
HAIR SALON

AT
16 Hemdean Road,
Caversham
RAZOR CUTTING
FLAT TOP
SPECIALISTS
Tel. 477340

AND

Central Heating

18 PROSPECT SET&IETG
CAVERSHAM, R General Repairs
Telephone Reading 482800 P
Wide range of all types of books, K. C. BARNES
globes and maps & SON
Book tokens sold and exchanged 208 Kidmore Road
We are happy to order any book CT:;:'::::
not in stock 481 929'
BRITISH CHIROPODY ASSOCIATION
announce PLUMBING AND
MR JOHN REED wssc acra HEATING ENGINEER
QUALIFIED CHIROPODIST GEOFF KEEN

10 Bramber Mews
Caversham
Reading

Appointments

READING 477013

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read- |

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

Pictures £

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE: 0734 461336

J.R.McCARDLE | | TOMALIN & SON
STONEMASON (N A0

Fine Memorials in Funeral

Marble, Stone and Directors

Granite

Restoration and all
other masonry
undertaken

READING 62362

48 New Street
Henley-on-Thames

Telephone 3370

DAY AND NIGHT

MICHAEL BLACKBURN A 5..p.p.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographe'rs

CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451

41 PROSPECT ST.,

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM

Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

Dressmaker
Available for:
Ladies Fashions,
Bridal Wear,
Furnishings, Toys,
Alterations etc.

KAY

CLIFFE
Reading 483354

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES
READING 479276

ANY TIME
15004

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDONHOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, MAY 1990

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

e Schmidt
INTERIORS & DESIGN

52 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks

READING (0734) 481283

WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,
CARPETS, TILES ETC.

/w.\ / /
\e&= Siurryfire
Silk and Dried Flower Arrangements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIONS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

Tel. Checkendon (0491) 681233

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for

the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School

is open during term time. The babies and children are

cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student
nursery nurses.

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

General household repairs, brickwork

Painter and decorator
interior and exterior
also

lasterin

and

For free quotation
Phone Reading 722322 or 574546

C/e;an your Carpets the Professional Way

and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

from

Supfema

DRY CLEANERS

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt
being removed

——————

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
FLYMO NEW AND
MOUNTFIELD RECONDITIONED
HAYTER MACHINES
ATCO, etc Free estimates

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

TO ADVERTISE
YOUR BUSINESS
OR FUNCTION
PLEASE
TELEPHONE
(0734) 471816

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S.
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING AT HOME PASSPORT
ARTHUR
A.F. JONES BUTLER
N.A.F.D.
MASTER FUNERAL
MASONS DIRECTORS
Craftsmen in Stone
FORD RD Telephone
BERDEADING Readi;g 7{2?828
Telephone N Ellking.tBon :
15 Chi &
573537 Pepparldt%r;mra:on

Building ® Property maintenance
Alterations ® Extensions ® Roofing
Decorating ® Pointing ® Wiring
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