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THIS issue concentrates on two important matters that affect everyone in Caversham. First, the
'poll tax, and the editors are very grateful to Robert Dimmick for spending time to give such a
succinct resumé of its implications. Members of other political parties have been invited to com-
ment in the next issue.

The second item is Bugs Bottom, which is the main subject of Watchdog’s article this month.

OLL TAXAND YOU

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Robert Dimmick is a member of Caversham Park Church, and
is also a leading Labour councillor on Reading Borough Council,
having been Chairman of the Health and Environment Commit-
tee since 1986. He is one of the few people who will pay about
the same in Poll Tax as they would have done in rates. He says
that his degree in mathematics comes in useful in trying to
understand local government finance.

What is the Poll Tax?

MOST people know by now that the rates on
houses and flats are being abolished from April 1,
and that almost everyone over 18 will have to pay
the Poll Tax (officially known as the Community
Charge). If you didn't know, it's about time you
did!

Local councils — in Caversham it's Reading
Borough Council — will collect the Poll Tax to help
pay for local services. Everyone in the Council’s
area pays the same amount, except those who get
help to pay less — see ‘‘How to pay less'". The bill
in Reading will be §447 per person.

Reading Borough Council has to collect the
money, but over four-fifths of it goes to Berkshire
County Council; each council decides separately
how much it needs.

Berkshire will spend this year $§744 per person
on services like:
Schools, colleges and libraries
Social services
Major roads
Disposing of rubbish
Police

Reading’s share is $§165 per head, and it goes on
such things as:
Refuse collection and street sweeping
Looking after homeless people
Parks and open spaces
Sports centres and the Hexagon
Collecting the Poll Tax
Local planning.

That adds up to §909 for each person. The dif-
ference — $462 — comes from rates paid by
businesses and grants from the Government.

Who pays the Poll Tax?

Almost everyone over 18 is liable to pay the poll
tax. If you are, you should be on the Community
Charge Register, and you should have had a let-
ter to tell you so.

There are a few exemptions for people who are
severly mentally handicapped; in prison; per-
manently in hospital or a nursing home; at school
after the age of 18; or some other groups. If you
are on the register but think you are entitled to
exemption, ring the Council’s Helpline on 390825
between 9am and 4pm.

You still have to pay if you are a pensioner, or
disabled, or a foreigner (except diplomats and
visiting services).

Students only pay 20% of the standard rate, but
they can't get any other benefit to help pay it.

Each person has to pay his or her own tax. But
a husband can be made to pay the tax for his wife,
or a wife for her husband. The same goes for un-
married couples living as husband and wife.

All this applies to the ordinary poll tax — official-
ly ‘‘Personal Community Charge’’. There are two
other kinds you might come across.

You will have to pay ‘‘Standard Community
Charge'" if you own a house that is empty for over
6 months (perhaps you can't sell it) or a second
home or holiday home. The amount is twice the
personal charge — §894 this year — in Reading;
the rules are set by the Council for the area where
the house is, and could be different in other
places.

You may have to pay ‘‘Collective Community
Charge”’ if you live in a hostel temporarily. The
amount in Reading is §1.22 a day, which works
out to $447 a year. The landlord should collect it
with the rent, give you a receipt and pass the
money on to the Council.

Poll Tax and tenants

If you're a private tenant and used to pay rates
as part of your rent, your landlord ought to reduce
the rent by that amount. But if he won’t, you may
not be able to force him to; get advice from the
Housing Advice Centre, the Citizens Advice
Bureau or a lawyer. You will have to pay Com-
munity Charge direct to the Council.

If you're a Council tenant, your rent card will
probably show a lower amount despite this year's
rent increase. That's because you will no longer
pay rates and water charges with the rent. But
don’t spend the money — you must pay the Poll
Tax to the Council and the water rates to Thames
Water plc separately.

Poll taxes in history

The poll tax was often used in ancient times
because it was convenient for rulers; they did not
worry about what people could afford, just
demanded the same from everyone. The taxes in
the New Testament, like the temple tax (Matthew
17:24) and the tax imposed by the Romans (Mat-
thew 22:21) could well have been poll taxes.

Colonial governments used poll taxes in their
less developed colonies until this century. But the
last time it was tried in England, in 1381, it was
withdrawn after a popular revolt.

The word ‘‘poll’” just means a head — a *‘red-
poil’' is a bird with red feathers on its head, and
“‘polled’’ cattle have no horns. So a “‘poll tax™" is
the same amount per head, just as the “‘poll"" in
an election is counting the number of heads for
each candidate.

Why the Poll Tax?
Supporters of the poll tax give reasons like these
for bringing it in.

The rates are unfair, because a person living on
his or her own can pay the same as a whole
family of earners next door.

The rates are based on a valuation which is out
of date and often inconsistent.

Only one person in a household pays rates; other
people may demand or vote for expensive
Council services thinking that they don’t have
to pay for them.

It is fair for everyone to pay the same, apart
from those who are so poor that they need
special help.

Council spending needs to be brought under
control by making councils accountable.

*

How you pay it

You will get a Poll Tax bill for §447 for the whole
year, or for a reduced amount if it applies, but you
don’t have to pay all at once. You can pay in ten
monthly instalments or in two halves.

The easiest way, if you can, is by Direct Debit
on a bank or building society account. §44.70 will
be debited each month from May to February (or
less if you get rebate or transitional relief). Get the
forms from the Council at the Civic Centre, or ring
the Helpline on 390825.

If you don’t pay by Direct Debit, the Council can
send you a book of ten payment slips. You can pay
through the post or at the Civic Centre, or through
a bank (but it may charge unless you have an ac-
count there).

ALWAYS make sure that your name, address
and account number are given with each pay-
ment. If you don't, the Council will have no idea
who paid the money. Most of the payments will
be the same amount, so that won't help to trace
you. If your payment goes astray you could have
to pay twice.

If you are late paying an instalment, you may
have to pay the rest of the Poll Tax in one go,
unless there's a good reason for missing. See

“Can't or won't pay''.
Cont on page 3

THE EDITORS WOULD LIKE TO WISH ALL READERS
OF THE NEWSPAPER A JOYOUS EASTERTIDE
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TALKING POINT

By the Rev. Bill Carpenter

Vicar, St. Andrew’s

ASLEEP
OR
AWAKE?

AMONG the many bless-
ings forwhich | give thanks
is a good night’s sleep.

| scandalise the diet ad-
vocates by stating my belief
that providing one has
basically sound health, a
person who eats well and
sleeps well appears to live
longer. Some would add
that a life free from worry
and stress is also necessary.
| agree, but a worried per-
son seldom sleeps well!
This is all generalisation,
but then who doesn't in-
dulge occasionally?

EIE

There are many who do
not realise that our good
night’s sleep consists of a
number of phases. For the
first quarter of an hour we
are very deeply asleep, and
it is difficult to wake us.
After that our sleep
becomes lighter, some-
times we are almost awake
and we often dream. Then
back into a deeper phase,
and so on through the night
(or day if you are a shift
worker). The ““phases’” are
times when different parts
of our bodies are being
regenerated and renewed.
There will be times when
muscle is being toned up,
and others when the brain

The newspaper produced by members of the Anglican, Roman Catholic and Free Churches of Caversham and The Editors wish to make it

is receiving attention.
So much for our medical
lesson!

N

Lent, (contrary to popular
belief), is NOT a time for
Christians to go to sleep,
though there may be some
whothink thatthey may like
to! It is a time, however, for
the process which sleep
does forbrainsand bodies,
to be performed on our
spirits.

Itis a process of renewal
and regeneration. It cannot
accurately be comparedto
overhauling the washing
machine. We cannot go to
the shop for spares. It is a
time for fresh insights, for
growth and a greater
realisation of all we already
have to be thankful for.

(=4

Justas we wake up in the
morning refreshed and rar-
ing to go, we shall come to
life with Christ at Easter to
find that our relationship
both with God and our
fellows has lost all that
staleness and tiredness of
the night, and to follow him
to the greatest light which
he has promised to all his
faithful  soldiers and
servants.
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THE GUIDES IN CAVERSHAM. . .
GOING, GOING, GONE?

As from Easter 1990,
the Guiding Light in
central Caversham and
the Heights will be
snuffed out unless a
willing volunteer or
volunteers can be
found to run St An-
drew’s Guides. It is the
only Company in these
parts of Caversham
and will be a great loss
to the community if it
closes.

The Guiding move-
ment needs help. You
don't have to be a
Guider with ten years’
experience of putting
up tents, tying knots
and making macramé
hanging baskets, you
don’t even need to
have been a guide or
brownie, you just need
to be willing to have a
go. There are plenty of
people who already
run Guiding Groups
who would be any too

O

willing to give advice
and moral support.
The Guides (aged
10%-14%) meet on
Fridays at St Andrew’s
between 7 and 9pm. If
you are between eigh-
teen and sixty and
even slightly in-
terested please ring
either my District
Commissioner, Sylvia
Page, or myself. You
won't be talked into
anything you don't
want to do. Please
think about it.
Caroline Croft 470560,
Sylvia Page 477031.

THINKING DAY
SERVICE

St John’s Church, Caver-
sham, saw the colourful
service on February
18th held by Caversham
East District Guides and
Brownies to com-
memorate Thinking Day
and Founder’s Day. The
service was conducted
by the Revd Alan
Wilson. The renewal of
the Promises was led by
the District Commis-
sioner, Mrs Helen
Holloway.

The theme of the ser-
vice was friendship —
friendship with in the
Guiding community and
with their neighbours,
whatever their race, col-
our or creed. The col-
lection for the Thinking
Day Fund goes to help
less fortunate Guides

Guiders are urgent-
ly required for St
John’s Guide com-
pany. If you are in-
terested in working
with 10/14 year olds
this can be very
rewarding volun-
tary job, and we
should like to hear
from you. No
previous ex-
perience in the
Guide movement is
necessary as train-
ing will be given.
There is also a
need for Guiders
from other Brownie
packs and Guide
companies in the
Caversham, Emmer
Green and Caver-
sham Park areas.
For further details
please phone
477860 or 482386.

clear that the views express-

ed in this newspaper do not

necessarily reflect the opi-
nion of the board.

Published by Caversham

Christian News Ltd, Church

Street, Caversham, Reading.
Tel: Reading 471703.

Printed by Thames Valley
Newspapers Ltd, Tessa
Road, Reading.

and Brownies.

February 22nd, Think-
ing Day, is the birthday
of both Lord Baden-
Powell, the Founder,
without whom Scouting
and Guiding would not
exist, and his wife, Lady
Olave.

CAVERSHAM
CLERGY

The Rev Richard Kingsbury, Caversham Rectory, Church
Road. Tel: 479130. %
(Parish Office: Monday-Thursday 9.30-12.30 Tel: 471703)
The Rev Alan Wilson, St John's House, 9 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471814,

Rev Bill Carpenter, St Andrews House, Harrogate Rd. Te].
472788.

The Rev Nigel Hardcastle, 20 St. Barnabas Road. Te|:
478239.

The Rev Christine Allsopp, 26 Ilkley Road. Tel: 472070,

BAPTIST
The Rev Dennis Weller, 80 Balmore Drive. Tel: 478668,

METHODIST

The Rev Keith Saunders, 72 Highmoor Road. Tel: 472223,
The Rev John Boakes, 9 Woodlands Grove, Caversham.
Tel: 482530.

UNITED REFORMED
The Rev David Clark, 41 Highmoor Road. Tel: 471909,

CAVERSHAM HILL CHAPEL

The Rev Chris Justice, 119 Peppard Road. Tel: 474529,
The Rev Michael Holmes, 8 Southview Avenue, Tel:
474138.

ROMAN CATHOLIC

The Rev Thomas Meagher, The Presbytery, 2 South View
Avenue. Tel: 471787.

(For Caversham Park Village)

The Rev Cecil Keane, 18 Peppard Road, Sonning Common
Tel: 723418.

A
ST PETER'S @ ST MARGARET'S
CAVERSHAM (22 MAPLEDURHAM
==

GRAND FETE

Saturday 7th July 1990
at Caversham Court
DRAW TICKETS NOW AVAILABLE

Monday,
2nd April

Week
1-7 April

Tuesday,
April 24th

Thursday,
April 26th

CAVERSHAM DIARY

8.00pm Annual Meeting Caversham & District
Residents’ Association. Caversham
Baptist Church

Children’s Society Week. Please help in house-
to-house collection. Ring Lynn Baker 471262.

7pm Beauty Demonstration by Clarins and
Fashion Show by Caronel Fabrics at the
Berkshire Masonic Centre, Sindlesham in aid of
Barnardos. Tickets §6 from Reading 474272.

8.00pm Annual General Meeting of the Emmer
Green Residents’ Association at St Barnabas
Church Hall, Grove Road, Emmer Green. The
guest speaker will be Mr Geoffrey Filkin, Chief
Executive of Reading Borough Council.

Saturday, 10.00am-1.00pm Annual Household and 3
April 28th Handyman Sale at St Barnabas Church Hall,
Grove Road, Emmer Green.

Weddings

The Entertaining Cooks

Business Lunches

Ring Marjorie McCombe or Christine Harvey
on Reading 477430 or 478597 for a price guide

Parties Dinners Buffets

41 Prospect Street, Caversham 479450/475656

MICHAEL BLACKBURN of HYMOR Photographers offers
specialist services in the following:

Qld Family Photographs reproduced
Porcelain and Paintings for Insurance identification
Passports and Family Portraits

Framing service

Call or Telephone
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POLL TAX AND YOU

From page 1

What if I move?

If you move within
Reading, you need
to tell the communi-
ty Charge Registra-
tion Officer at the
Civic Centre. There
was a form with
your notice of
registration, but if
you've lost it you
should ask for a new
one or write giving
your name, your
reference number,
and your old and
new addresses.

If you move to
another area, then
you will need to get
taken off the
register in Reading
and put on in the
new area. You need
to write to the Com-
munity
Registration Officers
both in Reading and
in your new area.
You will have to pay
Reading 1/365ths of
the annual charge
for this area for each
day you lived here,
and the other Coun-
cil 1/365ths of its
charge for each day

you lived there.
Depending how
much you have

already paid to
Reading, you could
get a refund or a bill
for the amount left
to pay, and you will
then have to pay the
other Council the
amount for the rest
of the year.

In the same way,
people who reach
the age of 18 pay for
the part of the year
after their birthday.
If someone dies, the
people handling the
estate should get a
refund for the poll
tax for the rest of
the year.

You might think
that moving is a
good way of disap-
pearing from. the
register and
avoiding paying. Be
warned — the next

Charge-

time you use a local
service and give
your name and ad-
dress, you might be
traced — and that
could lead to pro-
secution as well as
having to pay up.

If you are entitled
to Transitional
Relief, you will lose
it if you move.

EE

How to pay less
There are two ways
of getting your Poll
Tax bill reduced.
TRANSITIONAL
RELIEF is for people
who paid little or no
rates, to protect
them against the cost
of Poll Tax for the
first three years.
COMMUNITY
CHARGE BENEFIT
is for people on low
incomes.

You could qualify
for both of these.

TRANSITIONAL
RELIEF comes in
two kinds.

If you are married,
AND you (or your
partner) paid rates
in 1989-90 (direct or
through your rent),
AND your rate bill
was less than £348,
AND you have not
moved since, then
the people in your
family will have
their total Poll Tax
reduced by the
amount by which
the rates were less
than £348 the
relief is divided up
among the whole
family equally. If
you are single and
your bill was less
than £96 you get a
similar relief, but
very few people
qualify.

This kind of tran-
sitional relief is
given automatically.
You should not have
to apply, but call the
Council’s Helpline
(390825) if you think

you qualify but

don't get it.
If you live in so-
meone else’s

household so that
you (and your part-
ner if you have one)
did not pay rates,
AND you are a pen-
sioner or disabled,
AND you have not
moved, then you
can get a reduction
of up to §96. In this
case you DO have to
apply.

COMMUNITY
CHARGE BENEFIT
can reduce your bill
if your income is
low. Your income is
compared to an
estimate of your
needs, which takes
into account
whether you are
married, any
children you have,
whether you are a
pensioner, and other
factors like being
disabled.

If your income is
less than your
needs, then you will
pay only 20% of the
Poll Tax bill (§89.40
for a single person,
§178.80 for a cou-
ple). If this applies
to you, then you
may also qualify for
Income Support or
other benefits from
the Department of
Social Security.

If your income is
more than your
needs, then the
rebate is reduced by
15p for each extra
pound; the least
rebate you could get
is §26, giving a poll
tax bill of §421 for a
single person or
$868 for a couple.

If you have sav-
ings, they can affect
the amount. Your
income will be ad-
justed if you have
more than £6,000,
butif you have more
than £16,000 you
can’t get benefit at
all. Every adult in a

household should
apply separately,
except that couples
are assessed
together. So even if
the parents are well
off, a 19-year-old
son or daughter on a

low wage could
qualify.
For PEOPLE

BELOW PENSION
AGE, this table gives
some examples of
the amount of
‘‘needs’’ estimated
(the income level
below which you get
maximum benefit)
and the amount of
take-home pay from
a job above which
you would not get
any benefit. This
takes into account
Child Benefit where
appropriate.

Max
needs weekly
pay
$6.70 884
5160 815

Household

Single person

Couple, no children

Couple, children 10
and 14

Single parent, children
Jand 5

%53 8179

845 815

For PENSIONERS,
this table gives the
same details, but it
takes into account
State pensions and
other benefits and
gives the extra in-
come you could
have from other
sources like a com-
pany pension.

Max
Household Needs [n0ome
Single pensioner
under 75 850 S84
Couple both under 75 §75.55 888

Couple both over 80
and severely disabled §138.25  §106

RE-UPHOLSTERY - ANTIQUES
HOUSE CLEARANCE UNDERTAKEN

Prospect
Furnishings

(W. & N. H. MOORE)

6 PROSPECT STREET,
CAVERSHAM, READING
Reading (0734) 476565

We buy and sell militaria and curios

People who have
been getting Hous-
ing Benefit or Rate
Rebate should not
have to apply again
— the schemes are
almost the same.
But many people
who did not qualify
previously should
apply now, because
the Poll Tax is so
much more than the
rates were.

To apply, visit the
Civic Centre or
telephone 390824
between 9am and
4pm.

RN

Can’tor Won’tPay?
If you can't find the
money to pay the
Poll Tax, the first
thing to do is to

.check you're getting ||

all the reliefs and
benefits you can.

See ‘“‘How to pay
less’’;

If that doesn’t
solve your problems,
then you may well
have other debts as
well — perhaps you
can't afford the
mortgage either. It's
best to get in touch
with all the people
you owe money to
(including the Com-
munity Charge Of-
ficer) as soon as
possible and explain
the situation. You
may be able to pay
off the debts a little
at a time, or get
some of them
delayed. But don’t
just leave it — you
could lose your en-
titlement to benefits
or even have legal
action taken against
you. Get in touch
with the Helpline

(390825) or the
Citizens’ Advice
Bureau.

Some people are
so angry at the un-
fairness of the new
system or the size of
their bills that they
are thinking of
refusing to pay at
all, or only paying
part. If you want to
protest in this way
and you're willing to
take the conse-
quences, then that is
your decision. But
you need to think
hard first, and to
know what could
happen.

There are many
ways in which the
Community Charge
Officer can collect
the Poll Tax. He can
prosecute if you
don’t register; he
can sue you for the
money; he can take
it from your wages;
he can seize your

property. If you
don’t pay up, then
you could find that
your name appears
in court lists and you
are blacklisted by
credit reference
agencies, making it
hard for you to bor-
row money in
future. If you don’t
register for Poll Tax,
you could lose your
right to benefit or
relief. In an extreme
case, if you still fail
to pay, you could go
to prison for up to
three months.

The Pharisees ask-
ed Jesus whether
people should pay
an unpopular tax to
the Roman oc-
cupiers. He said:
‘‘Give to Caesar
what is Caesar’s,
and to God what is
God’s.”” (Matthew
22:21). You should
not refuse to pay
other debts until
you are sure you
have balanced your
account with God,
by giving your
whole life and all
you have for his ser-
vice. St Paul also
recommended pay-
ing taxes see
Romans 13:6-7.

My own view is
that we should all
pay, however little
we like it. In future,
a better system may
be introduced that
will cost some peo-
ple more. We do not
want to give them
any excuse to refuse
payment.

HE

Where can I

get help?

Reading Borough
Council opposes the

Page 3

il ieving it
to b unfair,
undemocratic and

expensive to collect.
However, they are
obliged by law to
collect it. They will
make every effort to
help you with any
problems it brings
and ensure that
anyone entitled gets
exemptions and
rebates.

If you want to get
any information,
help or advice, or
just need a form,
you should visit the

Help Desk at the
Civic Centre or ring
the TFlelpline on
390825 They're
open {rom 9Yam to

4pm, Monday to Fri-
day. Or write to the
Help Desk at the
Civic Centre,
Reading RG1 7TD.

For Community
Charge Benefit, ring
390824 or visit the
Housing Benefit sec-

tion at the Civic
Centre.

For advice about
dealing with
landlords, ring

390090 or contact
the Housing Aid
Centre at the Civic
Centre.

You may also be able
to get advice from
the Citizens’ Advice
Bureau, the Depart-
ment of Social
Security or lawyers.

Ed

Why is the Poll
Tax so much?

In 1989/90, the
average rates per
head of population
were §270, and the

Turn to page:4

GAIL SPENCE
ANTIQUES

CAVERSHAM
Tel. 473011

Do you have something to sell that is antique, or
just old or unusual? Do you want to be sure you

get a fair price?
Gail Spence lives in Caversham and buys and
sells antiques in the area. She depends on her
reputation for fair and honest prices.

Give her a ring. There is no charge and no

obligation.
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This distinguished Victorian |
dwelling set in half an acre of
beautiful gardens provides our

residents with a dignified
environment.

Please contact:

THE MATRON, MRS ANN HALL R.G.N.
4 KIDMORE ROAD,
CAVERSHAM HEIGHTS, READING

Phone: Reading (0734) 472164
Reading (0734) 472346

Registered with
THE ROYAL COUNTY OF BERKSHIRE

" ]. P. MOTORS

{ UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
* MoT while you wait (by
appointment)

Servicing by top mechanics
Bodywork, any job undertaken
New and used car sales

Collection and delivery service
can be arranged

Call us today for first-class
personal service

Tel: 477377 — 24-hour Ansafone
J. P. MOTORS

TILBURY CLOSE, CHILTERN ROAD
CAVERSHAM, READING, RG4 0JF

* o o %

e i

\5 \ﬁt—z‘_——vf_ﬁ_
= | She blarket Garden
Bite, i
LTy e TN ¢
3?’,;’;:2&”{/;; Rerks
(otsl-caisyy) RGBT RH e
Supplying Fresh Fruit,
Vegetables and Potatoes
Free Range Eggs

HOME COOKING
CAKES, BISCUITS, BREAD,
QUICHES & PUDDINGS
JAMS, MARMALADES, PICKLES

CELEBRATION CAKES
to order

Tuesday-Saturday 9-Ipm, 2-5pm
Sunday 9.30am-Noon

L]

BARBARA

LADIES’ HAIRDRESSER

30 Church Street, Caversham.
Tel. 473564

Reduced prices for senior citizens Tuesday and
Wednesday. Late nights Thursday and Friday
ST o s
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From page 3

Government says
that each Council
should be charging a
Poll Tax of §278. So
why are you being
charged §447?

The most impor-
tant reason is that
the Government has
cut the national con-
tribution, because it
has underestimated
how much Councils
in this area need to
spend. Its grant is
based on a ‘‘Stan-
dard Spending
Assessment’’, its

.|own guess at what

Councils need to
spend, and is set so
that if Councils
spend that amount
they will need to
raise §278 in poll
tax.

There are two
groups of reasons
why this assessment
is too low.

i

For every Council
in the country the
assessment is too
low because it
assumes inflation is
only 4% (costing you
about §30 a head),
and because it
assumes that poll
tax costs nothing to
collect and that
everyone will pay in
full on the first
possible date. The
collection costs and
an allowance for
late and missed
payments amount to
8§37 a head.

For Berkshire in
particular, the
assessment is even
worse because it is
based on a crude
formula which takes
no account of
special local factors
like the high price of
land, higher pay in
the area, the rapid
rate of develop-
ment, and the
number of homeless
people.

Berkshire and
Reading are prepar-
ing to take legal ac-
tion against the
Government to get a
more reasonable
spending
assessment.

In Reading, the
total effect of all the
changes in the
system is about §117
a head. If the rating
system still existed
and last year’s rules
for grants applied,
the average rates
might have been

'perties have

about §330 per
head.
This is still a

significant increase.
The biggest factor is
inflation, but expen-
diture has increased
by £71 per head for
Berkshire and $30
per head for
Reading. 1 don't
have full details of
why Berkshire is
spending more,
although I believe
part of it is because
last year's rates
were not enough to

cover what they
spent.

For Reading
Borough  Council,

§12 per head is thé
result of new legisla-
tion by the Govern-
ment and reduced
income from
charges (such as
planning fees and
leisure centres). $5
per head pays for
the rising tide of
homelessness, §5 for
the effects of last

year's new in-
vestments (for ex-
ample, emptying

new litter bins) and
§6 is because the
Council is no longer
drawing on balances
to reduce them to an
appropriate level.

Berkshire County
Council always used
to be regarded as a
low spender — last
year it had the
seventh lowest rates
in the country.
Reading Borough
Council has cut ad-
ministrative
overheads by $3m in
the last four years.
The high level of
poll tax is a result of
inadequate Govern-
ment grants.

[0

Changes to Council
finances

The Poll Tax is just
one of many
changes beginning
in  April  which
change the way
Councils raise and
use money.

* BUSINESS RATES
will still be paid on
offices, shops, fac-
tories and other
premises. But pro-
been
re-valued and the
Government has set
the rate level for the
whole country. This
is then divided up
among Councils ac-
cording to the
population. Local

POLL TAX AND YOU

Councils how have
no influence on how
much businesses pay
or how much the
Councils themselves
receive.

Reading rateable
values are high, so
most businesses in
Reading will pay
much more. But the
Council gets less —
down to $315 per
head, from §583 last
year.

* GRANTS from the
Government are
totally different,
and they are now
paid as one amount
to cover spending by
both Berkshire and
Reading. Previously
each council got a
separate grant and
decided its own
rates level, but now
it is impossible to say
how much of the
Poll Tax goes to each
Council.

* CAPITAL rules
have changed.
Before this year,
when Councils sold
land, Council houses
or other assets, they
could keep the
money to re-invest it
in new
developments. From
now on, the Govern-
ment is making
them use half or
three-quarters of it
to pay off debt. It
also puts strict limits
on how much Coun-
cils can borrow for
new building.

N

In 1989-90
Reading invested
236 million — a
record amount
because the Council
knew it would lose
the chance to invest
from this year. This
went on major
repairs to Council
housing (§9m), buy-
ing land and new
housing (£9m),
grants to housing
associations and
private owners
(85m), the' Town
Hall redevelopment
(82m), computers

for the Poll Tax
(81m) and en-
vironmental im-

provements (§$2m).
This year, the most
it can invest wil] be
5$13m, and that
depends on how
much land the
Council can sell.

* COUNCIL HOUS-
ING subsidies are
changed. The

Government wants
Council rents to rise
nearer to the levels
of private rented
housing — even if
tenants can’t afford
them, and if rents
are more than it
costs to run the
houses. This year
the rents are going
up by §4.36 a week
on average. From
now on, the Council
can't subsidise coun-
cil house rents
(Reading  didn’t
anyway) but can be
forced to increase
rents and make a
profit for poll tax
payers.

(el

Who wins,

who loses?

The Council has
done careful studies
into who gains and
who loses from Poll
Tax.

You may pay less
under the new
system if you are a
single person in a
medium to large
house, or a couple in
a large house. The
Council has worked
out that one adult in
ten in Reading will
save money — half
of them will gain
under £100.

You will probably
pay more if you are
in a small house, or
if you are a couple in
a  medium-sized
house, or if there are
more than two peo-
ple over 18 in your
household. The
Council has worked
our that over 90% of
people will be worse
off, and over half of
all residents will pay
more than £200
extra each.
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Cavershanm
residents tend ¢,
have larger houseg
than those ip 1.11£~
rest of Reading, 50
they get of fairly
h_ghl:ly. The propoy-
tions paying more
by ward, are: 1

Caversham (the
older part of the
area) 88.4%

Peppard (Caver-
sham Park anq
Emmer Green)

82.9%

Thames (Caver-
sham Heights)

T17.2%

At the other ox-
treme 95.5% or
residents of
Katesgrove ward,

just south of the
town centre, wij
pay more.

People who

qualify for rebates
and relief still are
not fully protected,
68.5% of them are
worse off — most of
the rest are single
adults. Nearly 40%
of them will pay
more than §50 extra.
Of those who
don’t get Income
Support, some will
lose up to 8% of
their household in-
come. Every couple
on benefit with an
income under $§50
will be worse off.

The few winners
are people who have
comparatively large
houses. The many
losers include most
of the rest of us, but
those who are hit
worst are people in
small terraced
houses and those
with large families
— whether or not

. they are earning.

Commercial

Agents, Surveyors & Valuers

& Industrial

* Lettings and Sales

* Acquisitions * Valuation

* Rent Reviews * Lease Renewals
* Investments * Development

% Property Management

George Chilvers
_ & Co.

24,Cross Street,Reading RG11SN

Tel.[0734] 580

656

. 89100
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ROSE MONDAY IN DUSSELDORF

Every year in towns and
villages  throughout
Southern Germany the
people celebrate the days
before the onset of Lent
with “’Karneval”” which
culminates with atown or
village official procession
on Rose Monday, the day
before Shrove Tuesday,
and this year members of
the Dusseldorf Anglo-
German Club invited
members of the Reading
Dusseldorf Association
to participate in the
festivities.

Eleven of us touched
down at Dusseldorf air-
port on Saturday, 24th
February, at 10.30am to
be greeted by our hosts in
fancy costumes who pro-
ceeded to decorate us
with coloured streamers.
Most of our hosts had
been our guests in
Reading the previous
year, and after introduc-
tory handshakes and
kisses we were whisked
off to our hosts” home for
lunch.

SATURDAY

Our first event, on
Saturday afternoon, was a
visitto the town museum

where we enjoyed the
services of an English
speaking guide. Two sets
of exhibits which caught
my eye were a collection
of paintings by
schoolchildren painted
in 1937 which had been
miraculously preserved,
and the gallery of modern
paintings from the 1930s
and 40s.

Saturday evening saw
us, now attired in fancy
dress or hats, attending
the biggest of three Balls
being held in Dusseldorf.
Ours was called “The
Hot  Witches Night”
which took place in the
Stadhalle and was attend-
ed by three thousand
people (the other two

Balls had attendances of
about two thousand
each), nearly all wearing
fancy costumes. It was a
bit like the old Chelsea
Arts Ball but much bigger,
and despite the huge
number of participants
there was ample room for
dancingtothe musicofa
Big Band, a Rock & Roll
Band, and two modern
groups. It is some years
since the writer last “jiv-
ed”’ but he had not forgot-

Peter
Littlewood

ten his nifty footwork!
The costumes were simp-
ly fantastic, and mention
must be made of Martyn
Allies, our Chairman, as
Lord Neslon, and his
wife, Lily, as Britannia,
complete with helmet,
trident and shield (Lady
Hamilton did not appear
to be present!)

SUNDAY

We started Sunday with
“Brunch’” at the Holiday
Inn in Dusseldorf’s town
centre, and afterwards
propelled ourselves
through jostling crowds
of the Street Carnival in
the Konigsallee a street
one kilometre in length.
Here whole families

paraded in their fancy
costumes from  the
youngest to the oldest,
while some groups had
brought along their own
mini floats to hold a
goodly supply of liquid
refreshment! Sadly the
weather was wet, but this
did nothing to dampen
the good spirits of the

revellers. Nowhere
amongst this huge crowd
or at the previous night’s
Ball did I see one case of
drunkeness!

After this exhilarating
experience we retired to
the homes of our hosts to
enjoy an evening meal.

MONDAY

Monday, the day of the
official gigantic proces-
sion for Rose Monday,
dawned grey and wet,
and then the gale struck!
The firstthree huge floats
to leave the shelter of the
Stadhalle were simply
blown away, and regret-
fully the processon had to
be cancelled. The
writer’s hosts live in a
fourth floor flat where the
strength of the wind
smashed to smithereens
two large glass doors —
indeed, | shall remember
this day as the “Day of a
Thousand  Pieces’’!
However at other South
German cities and towns
the processions went
ahead, and we viewed
the events on TV. Not to
be denied their Karneval,
Dusseldorf hopes to stage
their official procession

later in the year, possibly
in May.

Dinner was taken in a
delightful restaurant out-
side the town on the
banks of the Rhine, after
which we returned to our
host’s homes with the
rain still pouring down,
and the wind howling.
Some parts of the town
had suffered structural
damage and several
streets were closed.

TUESDAY

Tuesday morning we
were awoken by thunder,
lighting and hailstones,
but when we arrived at
Dusseldorf airport for the
flight home the sun was
shining!

Here | must mention
the Karneval's slogan —
“Von Nix, Kutt Nix"
which roughly means
“From Nothing, Comes

Nothing”.

Indeed it was a most
enjoyable and
remarkable  weekend,

and our thanks go out to
our hosts the Anglo-
German Club  of

Dusseldorf, and also to
Martyn Allies for organis-
ing our trip.

COMMUNITY

The Caversham
Centre in School
Lane was the

venue for the se-
cond Community
Lunch —averyap-
propriate place as
Mrs. Mairwen Fan-
tham was speaking
on the work of the
Reading Adult Col-
lege and this was

one of its 12
centres.

Early Plans
Mrs Fantham

amused the guests
by quoting from
the ‘‘Caversham
plan’’ of 1966,

revamped in the
early 70’s. A new
road was to have
been built and a
new community
centre, which
would have includ-
ed anenlarged new
library. So much
for early planning
— indeed the first
lectures of the
Reading Adult Col-
lege were held in
the library!

Caversham
Centre. . .
However, Mrs
Fantham concen-
trated on what the

‘The Specialists in residential letting &
management’

THINKING OF LETTING A PROPERTY?

Our Company has over 30 years experience in
managing properties and we know all about the
New Housing Act!

WHETHER YOU ARE A TENANT OR A
LANDLORD, PLEASE CONTACT US

39 Prospect Street, Caversham
Reading Berks RG4 8JB
Tel (0734) 474850 Fax (0734) 461305

centre does now.
The number and
variety of the
courses surely
needs no full
description to
Bridge readers.
Sufficient to say
that the centre is
used to capacity —
mornings, after-
noons and even-
ings as wellasmost
Saturdays and
often during school
holidays. History,
very popular,
music, art ap-
preciation and
languages spring
immediately to

LUNCH

mind and some of
these courses are
organised jointly
by WEA and the
University. There
are courses special-
ly for the handicap-
ped and also
literacy and
numeracy
schemes.

. .and Arthur
Legge Centre

This too is used
by the centre and
also by affiliated
societies like ar-
tists, photograph-
ers (there is a dark
room) gardeners,

keep fit and short
matbowls. Thereis

a thriving craft
centre.
The fact that

21,000 throughout
Reading enrolled
last year shows
what a need is
covered and all
those appreciated
and were glad tobe
reminded of the
work Mrs Fantham
and her colleagues
undertake. They
alsothanked Kathy
Munns, the Com-
munity Libra-rian,
for organising the
lunch.

OBITUARY — Maggie Kearey

Friday 2nd March
saw the end of the
long and happy life of
Maggie Kearey who
lived at ‘Brooklyn’ 73
Westfield Road for
the last seventy-nine
years. She was born
in Wokingham and
came to Cavershamin
1905 at the age of
seven, living first in
Cromwell Road, then
Prospect Street and
finally in Westfield
Road.

Originally her
school had plans for
her to be a school
teacher, but instead
she became a
seamstress and
dressmaker, this was
after being a muni-

tions worker during
the First World War.
Her husband whom
she metinschoolasa
deskmate was a
member of St John’s
Lower Caversham,
and they were mar-
ried at St Peter’s in
1921. Subsequently
he became a
sidesman there. He
died in 1972.
Maggie, with her
strong character,
continued to live a
useful and happy life
made possible by the
attention of her fami-
ly and friends and
various social ser-
vices. Apart from her
weekly day trip to the
‘Centre’ where she

enjoyed the company
of others and the
challenge of using
her hands in various
handcrafts, she was
housebound.

Quite recently two
bogus water supply
officials got into her
house — on her birth-
day. Mercifully no
harm as done and
nothing stolen. Mag-
gie told them quite
definitely that they
were not from South
Water, and they were
to ‘get out’.

Her belief in the
Christian faith was
very strong and we
should give thanks
for her example.
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N.G. KENT & SONS

LADIES AND GENTS

TAILORING
SERVICES

CHURCH HOUSE
59 CHURCH STREET
CAVERSHAM
Telephone: 479378

READY TO WEAR SUITS
JACKETS AND TROUSERS
FANCY W/COATS
TIES & SHIRTS

MENS HIRE SERVICE

OUR POTATOES 'TAKE
SOME BEATING!

The Spud Centre over the years has built an
excellent reputation for quality, price and
personal service second to none.

ALSO SIZE 1 JUMBO EGGS
REMEMBER WE GUARANTEE THE QUALITY

Read our guarantee in the shop

THE SPUD CENTRE
GOSBROOK ROAD, CAVERSHAM
and NORCOT ROAD, TILEHURST
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK 9.30-5.30 PM

Telephone:

Reading (0734) 478756

GET
CARTER ELECTRICAL

Office & Domestic
New Installations
& Maintenance

Free estimates

116 WOODCOTE ROAD
| CAVERSHAM, READING

1 STITCHIN’ TIME 3

1 1 CHURCH ROAD
CAVERSHAM
Telephone 478106
LARGE RANGE OF LIBERTY
SPRING/SUMMER FABRICS
EXTENSIVE SELECTION OF BRIDAL
FABRICS, PATTERNS,
HABERDASHERY

Expert advice always available
Open 9-5, Monday-Saturday

1
1
1
L
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Holloway's [f]|

AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS

12 HIGH STREET, STREATLEY,
BERKSHIRE, RG8 9HY
Tel: Goring-on-Thames (0491) 872318
and at 49 Parsons Street, Banbury, Oxfordshire.

A professional service from|
complete contents to a
single item.
Transport and storage faci-
lities. Free pre-sale inspec-
tion and advice.
Entries for future sales
invited

Valuations for probate,
CTT and insurance pur-
poses.

We are agents for

KAB \4
NA

The professional alternative to London

BATH LODGE

REGISTERED
REST HOME

Long and short term stay
Full 24-hour care

A lovely house in beautiful
grounds with a very homely
atmosphere

For further information ring

Mrs M. Cousins (Proprietor)
Reading 589726
8 BATH ROAD, READING,
BERKS,
RG16ND

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

4 |

1 Est. 1882

for
ALL ASPECTS OF PROFESSIONAL
WORK

including

VALUATIONS, STRUCTURAL
SURVEYS AND TOWN PLANNING, |

etc
and for

COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTIES, RENT REVIEWS

24 Friar Street, Reading RG1 1DP
Tel. (0734) 591231

(" RAY GALLAGHER
DOMESTIC

PLUMBING
SERVICE

|

|

Prompt friendly attention
NO job too small
Telephone Reading 475599
1 Kirkham Close,

k Caversham Park Village, Reading. )

=" ROUND THE CHURCHES

St Andrew’s
Fellowship

Andrew'’s
met on

St
Fellowship

| Thursday 8th February

whenavery interested
gathering met to
welcome back an old
friend, the Revd Keith

Sanders, Minister of
Caversham  Heights
Methodist  Church,

who came to talk about
‘The American Con-
nection’. He spent a
sabbatical leave in the
States last year and

shared his memories

with those present.
Mr Sanders spoke of
the immensity of the
country which is fur-
ther across from East
to West than it is from
England. He had a lot
of mementos of his trip,
including a magnifi-
cent stole with which
he had been presen-
ted, and a copy of an
original hymn book.
Methodists outnumber
Anglicans in America.
Mr Sanders told how
the Wesley brothers
went to Carolina,
though Charles came
back to England aftera
short time as he wasill,
Johnstayed on for two
years. There had been

a strong Moravian in-
fluence on the Church
there, and members
were interested to hear
that the Methodist
Churchin Americastill
has Bishops.

The white churches
were very affluent
with large complexes
of buildings, even hav-
ing leisure centres and
swimming pools,
though the black ones
were less grand and
had no air-
conditioning which led
to the congregation
rather  disturbingly
fanning themselves.
The churches were
segregated. There was
no circuit system as in
this country, each
church wasonitsown.
Ministers were paid in
accordance with the
size of their
congregations.

Mr Sanders did not
feel that the TV
Evangelist, so popular
in the States perform-
ed a very worthwhile
function.

The interest of those
present was evidenced
by the number of ques-
tions that followed.

NEW GATES
FOR

ST JOHN’S

After many vyears St

‘| John's iron gates rusted

through, “where wind
and water meet”, and
collapsed last summer.
To commemorate their
centenary year, St John's
congregation  have
decided  to  replace
them, with a brick pillar
gateway. This will be in
keeping with the new
Vicarage which the
diocese will build in
brick

If you, or your family,
passed through the old
gates at one of the most

important moments of
your life, perhaps car-
ried to your christening,
or walked between
them handin hand after
your  wedding, or
followed a member of
an older generation to
their funeral in the
church where they wor-
shipped — would you
like to contribute?

If you would, you can
send a contribution to:
Don Vince, 1 All
Hallows Road, Caver-
sham. And we all say
‘Thankyou'’,

IN PRINT NOW

Nigel Hardcastle's last
publication for the
Church Computer Pro-
ject is now out. It is a
fifty-two page booklet
entitled Church
Publications and Com-

puters. (ISBN
085169-1943).
The booklet

describes the ways in
which computers can
be used by churches to
help them produce
publications of various
sorts. The computer
can  produce the
original copy of a
publication by word-
processing, desk top

publishing, or
typesetting from disc.
These originals can
then be copied by

duplicating, photoco-

pying or off-set litho.

St Barnabas Emmer
Green uses a desk top
publishing programme
on their computer for

most publications. The
results are

John's

Andrew's.
The booklet

51.95 from the B.C.C,

and

bookroom, 35 Lower

Marsh Street, London
SE1 7RL.

by

then
photocopied. Similar
methodsare used by St
St

costs

COMMUNION SUPPER AT
ST BARNABAS'’

After careful considera-
tion, St Barnabas PCC
have decided to try out
an option recommend-
ed by the House of
Bishops in  their
booklet, Lent, Holy
Week, Easter. This sug-
gests celebrating  the
communion service in
the context of ameal. At
first the idea secems
strange. But once used
to the idea it seems ob-
vious. The last supper
was after allasupper. For
years the communion
service  was  always
celebrated as a meal
Suddenly, itis difficult to
explain why, the Lord’s
Supper even stopped
being a supper.

In New Testament
times the communion
services seem to have
been like an American
supper. Everyone
brought their own food.
Even then there were

problems. The rich
didn't want to share
their food. Some en-
joyed the meal too
much and  were
distracted from wor-
ship. When missionaries
got to the northern bar-
baran lands  (like
England),  discipline
became very difficult.
The supper part of the
service  was  slowly
dropped.

It wouldn't be prac-
tical to make the com-
munion a Supper every
time. We think however,
it will be a good idea to
celebrate the commu-
nion this way on Maun-
dy Thursday this year.

We will celebrate the
service in the church
hall. We will sit at tables
in an open square. The
sentence and greeting
start the service. We will
then have a soup course
prepared by the men.

The service then con.
tinues o0 the bible
readings and sermons, A
main course is thep
caten. Prayers and peace
are followed by the thir
course. When this jg
finished bread and wine
are taken and the
Eucharistic prayer s
said. The consecratred
bread and wine is pass-
edreverently round the

table as at the lag
supper.
After  the closing

prayers we will sing 2
hymn as did the
disciples and move off
tothe church to share
the first five minutes of
the watch together as it
were in Gethsemane
People will be invited
to bring contributions
of food. Naturally peo-
ple will share fellowship
and conversation dur-
ing the various courscs,

ST. MARGARETS NEWS

Lady Thurlow

It is with great sad-
ness we record the
death in February of
Lady Thurlow, whose
home was the Old Vica-
rage, Mapledurham,
and who worshipped
at St Margaret's
Church. We extend
deepest sympathy to
Lord Thurlow and all
his family.

Dee Newman

On Sunday 14th

ST PETER’S
WIVES

A large number of
members met in Church
House in February to

hear a talk on
Monuments and
Tombstones.

Many regarded this as

asomewhat morbid sub-
ject, but it was in fact not
morbid at all. It was a
fascinating account of
the history of tomb-
stones. The speaker told
how she had become in-
terested in this subject
and how she had visited
many graveyards and
cemetaries all over the
country. It was in-
teresting to discover
that, as in most things,
tombstones  followed
fashion trends and, even
without reading the in-
scriptions, one could tell
by the shape and or-
namentation  which
period they came from.
The material from which
they were constructed
also gave anindication of
their origins. All in all, it
was a comprehensive
and fascinating account
which was thoroughly
appreciated by all who
attended.

January, we sang ‘‘One
more step along the
road I go'’ as we ex-
pressed our love for
Dee Newman and
prayed for God's bless-
ingon her new home at
12 Mowforth House,
Woodcote. Dee hasliv-
ed in Mapledurham for
thirty years and been
one of our most regular
worshippers for six-
teen years. She has
done much to build up

our community in
many ways, not least by
her quiet Christian

witness. We know that
she will continue to
‘‘Show forth in her life
the fruits of God’s
grace’’ in her new com-
munity of Woodcote.
Since leaving

Mapledurham, Dee has
been visited by several
friends. She is now
happily settled into her
lovely little flat which
she shows everyone
yvith great pride and
Joy.
The Barbours

Also leaving
Mapledurham are Mike
and Carol Barbour and
their family. We are
very sorry to bid them
farewell for they have
contributed a great
deal to the community
in so many ways and in
spite of their short time
here have made many
friends. We wish them
all every happiness in
their new home near
Alcester in
Warwickshire.

John Kitcher & Son

5a CHURCH ROAD, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 472306

Free Estimates in your own home
if required
(evenings also)
CURTAINS/DRAPES/PELMETS
CARPETS |
LOOSE COVERS:
UPHOLSTERY

Large range of patterns to choose from

. 2 -2z op 2R SRl
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ANGLICAN
St Peter’s

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
(palm crosses at all services)
8.00am —Holy Communion
9.15am —Holy Communion (sung)
11.15am —Morning Prayer
6.30pm—""THE CROSS OF CHRIST’ sung by
combined choirs of St. Peter’s and St.
Andrew’s
HOLY WEEK — Monday, Tuesday & Wednesday
7.00pm—Holy Communion
12th Aprii — MAUNDY THURSDAY
9.30am—Holy Communion (said)
8.00pm —Holy Communion (sung)
followed by stripping of altar and ALL
NIGHT VIGIL before the altar of Repose
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
8.00am — Vigil ends with Liturgy and
Administration of Holy Communion
12-3pm —THREEHOURS' DEVOTIONAL SERVICE.
Conductor: The Rev. Derek Spears
15th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am—Holy Communion
9.15am—Holy Communion (sung)
11.15am—Morning Prayer
6.30pm —FESTAL EVENSONG

St. Andrew’s

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am —The Eucharist
9.15am —Family Eucharist (Sung, with
procession)
11.15am —The Eucharist
(all with distribution of palms)
6.30pm—Evensong
HOLY WEEK — Monday to Wednesday
7.15pm—The Eucharist with address
12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm —Sung Eucharist with sermon
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am —Proclamation of the Cross with
communion
11.00am —Children’s Service
14th April — EASTER EVE
8.30pm — Vigil, Renewal of Baptismal Vows and
Service of New Fire
15th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am—The Eucharist
9.15am—Family Eucharist
11.15am—Mattins
6.30pm—Evensong

St. John's

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
8.00am —Holy Communion (1662)
9.15am—Parish Communion (with procession of
palms)
11.00am —Family Worship/Activities
6.30pm —Evensong
9th April — Monday
9.15am—Morning Prayer
10.30am —Eucharist at Bristow Court, Hartley
Road
10th April — Tuesday
9.15am —Morning Prayer
2.30pm—Mothers’ Union service in church
11th April — Wednesday
9.15am—Morning Prayer
7.30pm —Evening Meditation
12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
10.00am —Eucharist
8.00pm —Eucharist (at Gosbrook Road Methodist
Church) followed by stripping of altars
and Vigil back at St. John's
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
10.00am —Litany and Passion
14th April — Holy Saturday
7.30pm —Evening prayer and meditation
15th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am —Holy Communion (1662)
9.15am —Parish Communion
11.00am —Children’s Eucharist
6.30pm —Easter Carols

St. Barnabas’

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
9.30am — Palm Procession & Parish Communion
starting in the hall
12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.30pm —The Last Supper. Communion in the
context of a meal as authorised by the
bishops. The Watch in church till
midnight

EASTER

13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
2.00pm —Proclamation of the Cross (no
communion)
14th April — EASTER EVE
9.00pm —Waiting for the Risen Christ (The
readings from the Vigil)
15th April — EASTER DAY
8.00am —Holy Communion (1662)
9.30am —Easter Liturgy (including the service of
light and renewal of baptismal vows)

St. Margaret’s

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am —Eucharist and distribution of palm
crosses
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
9.30am —Meditations and Devotions on the
Cross
15th April — EASTER DAY
11.00am—Sung Eucharist

Caversham Park Church

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.30am —Open-air service and witness,
accompanied by the SALVATION
ARMY BAND with distribution of palm
crosses. Community Centre car park.
(If wet, service in Youth Wing).
9th and 10th April — Monday & Tuesday
7.30-8pm —Meditation and prayer. 10 Northbrook
Road.
11th April — Wednesday
7.30-8pm —Meditation and prayer. 1 Aldenham
Close.
12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
7.30pm—1 Aldenham Close.

Agape Meal with readings, meditations,

prayer and a symbolic Washing of
Hands. (Names of those attending to
be given in advance to Sybil Holbrook)

13th April — GOOD FRIDAY

10-12 noon—Event for all ages, with worship, in the
School

15th April — EASTER DAY

11.00am—Holy Communion, in the School

FREE CHURCH

Caversham Heights Methodist

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am —Morning Service and distribution of
palrhs
12th Aprii — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8,00pm —United service at Gosbrook Road
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United service
15th April — EASTER DAY
8.30am—Holy Communion followed by Church
breakfast
11.00am — Easter Service
6.30pm —Easter Songs of Praise

Gosbrook Road Methodist

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am—Mrs. Nina Preston
6.30pm—Rev. John Boakes
12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
8.00pm — United service at Gosbrook Road
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am — United service at Caversham Heights
15th April — EASTER DAY
11.00am—Mrs. Jill Bramford
6.30pm—Rev. John Boakes

Caversham Baptist Free Church

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
10.30am — Family Worship.
Items by Gospel Singers
6.30pm —Evening Service
15th April — GOOD FRIDAY
10.30am —United service at
Caversham Heights
15th April — EASTER DAY
10.30am —Communion Service
6.30pm —Easter Praise

SERVICES FOR HOLY WEEK AND

St. Paul’s URC

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
11.00am—Family & Parade Service
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
9.15am—Morning Worship
10.00am —Procession of Witness in town centre
starting at St. James RC Church, the
Forbury
15th April — EASTER DAY
11.00am —Morning Worship and Holy Communion
6.30pm —Evening Worship and Holy Communion

Caversham Hill Chapel

13th April — GOOD FRIDAY

10.30am —Family Worship
15th April — EASTER DAY

10.30am —Family Worship
6.30pm —Easter Praise

Caversham Heights Christian Fellowship
(Meeting in Mapledurham Playing Fields Pavilion)
13th April — GOOD FRIDAY

10.45am —Family Service
15th April — EASTER DAY

10.45am —Family Easter Celebration

6.30pm —Evening Worship at

Caversham Hill Chapel

SOCIETY OF FRIENDS — Services as usual

ROMAN CATHOLIC

Our Lady and St Anne,
South View Avenue, Caversham

Penance Service, with Confessions, during week

beginning April 1st. Details later.

7th April — St Anne’s. Blessing of Palms at 5.30pm.
Mass on Saturday.

8th April — PALM SUNDAY
St Anne’s. Masses at 9.45am and
6.30pm.
Heights Chapel Mass at 8.30am
Blessing of Palms and Sung Mass at
11.15am

9th April — Monday
Mass at St Anne’s at 9.00am

10th April — Tuesday
Mass at the Convent at 7.15am and at
the Heights Chapel at 10.00am First
Confessions (St Anne’s) at 3.45pm

11th April — Wednesday
Mass at St Anne’s at 9.00am
Mass of Sacred Chrism at St Aloysius,
Oxford at 8pm.

12th April — MAUNDY THURSDAY
Morning Mass at St Anne’s at 9.00am.
EVENING MASS OF THE LORD’S
SUPPER AT 7.30 AT ST ANNE'S,
WITH THE WASHING OF FEET AND
WATCHING AT THE ALTAR OF
REPOSE.

13th April — GOOD FRIDAY
Stations of the Cross (St Anne’s)
10.30am.
LITURGY OF THE PASSION AND
DEATH OF OUR LORD AT 3pm (St
Anne’s). VENERATION OF THE CROSS
AND HOLY COMMUNION.
Liturgy at the Heights Chapel at
6.00pm. Comfessions after the Liturgy
at St Anne’s Day of Fasting and
Abstinence. Collection for the Holy
Places in the Holy Land.

14th April — HOLY SATURDAY
Confessions may be announced.
Recollection Day for RCIA Group.
VIGIL MASS OF EASTER, WITH
BLESSING OF NEW FIRE, SERVICE OF
READINGS, AND FIRST MASS OF
EASTER WITH BAPTISMAL SERVICE.
The ceremony begins at 8pm.

15th April — EASTER SUNDAY
Masses at St Anne's at 9.45am and
6.30pm.
Masses at the Heights Chapel at
8.30am and 11.15am.

16th April — EASTER MONDAY
Masses at St Anne’s and the Heights
Chapel at 10am.
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“ROUND THE CHURCHES®
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THE WOMEN'S WORLD ~1F

“What a beautiful ser-
vice" This was the reac-
tion of the large con-
gregation emerging from

Milwards have been fitting shoes for
well over a century. In branches
throughout the South of England,

Milwards offer personal service and

fiting expertise for the whole famuly.

BRANCHES THROUGHOUT THE
THAMES VALLEY

< Abbeycrest

Nursing Home

A superb modern house
superior rooms overlooking
ﬁ)vely parkland 24 hour
nursing care

Please 'phone Matron
READING 724414

Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

near READING

[service by

YOUR LOCAL PLUMBING
AND HEATING ENGINEER,
BOILER SERVICES
AND BREAKDOWNS.

'J MIDDLETON

164 Upper Woodcote Road,
Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7LD
~.Phone (0734) 481400

ALSO BUILDING
MAINTENANCE

MASTER CARPENTER

Building ® Property maintenance
Alterations ® Extensions @ Roofing |
Decorating ® Pointing ® Wiring

the Women's World Day
of Prayer Service in St
Anne's on Friday March
2nd. Women, and quite
a few men, from many
Christian  traditions,
packed into the church.
They gathered to share
inaninspiring and mov-
ing act of prayer. It was
prepared this year by the
Czechoslovak W\W.D.P.
committee. Many of
those present  were
thrilled by the thought
that the service, with its
theme of A Better
Tomorrow, Justice for
All, had been composed
last year before the re-
cent dramatic events in
Czechoslovakia  and
clsewhere in Eastern
Europe.

- Much work had clear-

[ ly gone into the prepara-

tion of the Caversham
the local
committee. The service

PARISH RETREAT
16-18th FEBRUARY 1990
“Retreat’” for many peo-
ple conjures up a picture
ofagracious house setin
rural tranquility, against
a background of bird-
song. The Royal Foun-
dation of St Katherine is
at Butcher Row, London
El4, a mile or so from
Tower Bridge with con-
tinuous, heavy, passing
traffic and is within an

i| area that includes old

riverside  warehouses
converted into expen-
sive apartments, shabby
local authority blocks of
flatsand near toaready-
mixed concrete depot.
Inspite ofall this, itisan
oasis of peace and
beauty.

The Foundationhasa
history  of  royal
patronage (always
vested in the Queen
Consort, Regnant or
Dowager) going back to
1261. The original site of
the “spiritual and social
sanctuary” lies now
beneath the waters of St.
Katharine’s Dock mark-
ed by the Coronarium
— an interdenomina-
tional open-air chapel
between the Central
Basin and the West
Dock. .

Charge of the Foun-
dation is vested in the
Community of the
Resurrection working in
association with the
Community of the
Sisters of the Church.

The site is occupied

(| by a Georgian house
‘| (where the fathers live),

house
common

a retreat
(bedrooms,

| room and refectory), ac-
commodation for the

sisters, chapel, cloister,
gardens and a car park.

Twenty-five members
of St, Peter’s and St.

was led by Jackie Million
of the host parish, with
women from the other
churches taking part at
various stages.

First, following a
short act of adoration,
came prayers of confes-
sion. These considered
our failures in bringing
peace and justice to
those around us. They
asked for help in ad-
dressing human needs,
both individually and as
a community.

The scripture passage

including Jesus' pro-
clamation in  the
synagogue ‘The time
has come when the

Lord will save His peo-
ple, was followed by
meditations  on  its
relevance in the world
today. Voices spoke for
oppressed women used
for their bodies, for vic-
tims of racial prejudice,
for mothers of famine-
starved children, for
fathers longing for the
dignity of work, and for

Margaret’s gathered on
16th February, together
with Andrew Meynell
(Vicar of Wendover,
Bucks.), his wife,
Caroline, and our own
Reverend  Christine
Allsopp.

The programme for
the weekend included:
Chapel Services — these
followed the customary

times for Matins,
Eucharist and Even-
song, observed by the
Community.

Retreat Sessions —
attended by all
“retreaters” and dealt

with introductions and
expectations; listening to
God, ourselves and each
other; sharing what we
had learned; “glimpses
of glory”.

Worship night
prayers, Eucharist (in
which parishioners took
responsibility for the

New Testament and
Gospel readings and
intercessions).

Afternoon Walk — an
opportunity to see and
study the neighbour-
hood.

Silence — at meals and
from night prayers until
breakfast.

Tour of the Georgian
House —a chance to see
the house interior and
the  beautiful  wall
paintings.

So what was it like,
what impressions and
effect?

Each individual will
have taken to heart
something  different
but, as seen by one per-
son, perhaps the follow-
ing mightinclude some
shared reactions: -

There was the ner-
vousness in anticipation

creation itself, suffering
the ravages of war and
pollution.

Next came interces-
sion, particularly for
Czechoslavakia, and
Thanksgiving for the
work of the Holy Spirit
in the world today.

This year’s speaker
was Monica Ball, the
headmistress of St
Joseph's Convent
School in Reading. She
spoke of her ex-
periences as a young
volunteer in the slums of
Mombassa, of later edu-
cational missionary work
in Maltaand of her deep
feeling for Czechoslova-
kia. A planned visit to
friends there in 1968
was thwarted by the Rus-
sian invasion the night
before she was due to
cross the Austro-Czech
border. She reminded us
of the call made to the
E.C. parliament in 1988
by Pope John Paul for
reconcilation on three
levels.

ST PETER’S, CAVERSHAM AND
ST MARGARET'S, MAPLEDURHAM

of the weekend and the
conviction that “Iam not
the right personto goon
retreat”’; the positive en-
couragement to
recognise, and discard
for two days, the respon-
sibilities each had left
behind; the sensitive and
yet firm  guidance
throughout of Andrew
and Christine; and em-
phasison “being” rather

than  “doing”; the
growth of trust and love
for each other

(remembering that many
were strangers at the
outset); unburdening to
each other of worries
and setbacks; mutual
trust and confidence;
learning to accom-
modate disparate views
on life and belief; the
gradual acceptance of,
and pleasure in, silence
and contemplation; an
opportunity to study
humility at work as the
fathers and sisters waited
on us at table; the realisa-
tion that the Communi-
ty is in close touch with
the problems and suffer-
ings of those who live in
the locality; shedding
(by symbolic burning) of
burdens, past and pre-
sent; sharing a moving
and beautiful, albeit sim-
ple, Eucharist.

The theme for the
Lent Group is “Turning
Points”. For many, if not
all of us, this Retreat was
a turning  point.
Whatever we may be and
do in the future, it is
good to know that “we
were there in February
1990.”

Thank you to Richard
Kingsbury,  Christine
Allsopp, Andrew
Meynell and all my
fellow retreaters.

A BETTER TOMORROW  _fi._ JUSTICE FOR ALL

DAY OF PRAYER

- of humanity with
creation.
of the pcople of
Europe with their
neighbours both
within and outside
the continent.

- of the individual

with him or herself.

Miss Ball also spoke
movingly of true
freedom as being not
the liberty to do as we
want, but as we ought.
As an example of how
ordinary men, women
and children can bring
justice and peace she
told astory about one of
her own pupils. This
thirteen year old girl,
while visiting a former
schoolfriend in Quito,
Ecuador, was greatly
moved by the plight of
an orphaned two year
old in need of a heart
operation. Unfortunate-
ly no funds were
available in Ecuador.
Consequently on retur-
ning to England she
galvanised the whole

schoolto collect £1,500
for the baby and to
sponsor the orphanage.
Miss Ball ended by
quoting a prayer, ‘Lord
for yesterday, thank You,
And for tomorrow, Yes'.

The worship con-
cluded withacalltoser-
vice and the symbolic
joining of hands in final
prayer. Over refresh-
ments afterwards there
was the chance to
discuss the service and
its implications. There
was praise for the
beautiful peaceful at-
mosphere  of the
church, for the singing,
led by St Anne’s choir,
and particularly for the
wording of the service
itself.

Watch out for the
posters for next year’s
service. The WW.D.P.
has a lot to offer to the
people of Caversham.

L.M.

GOSBROOK ROAD
REVIEW

In spite of the stormy
weather the winter
months have been busy
at  Gosbrook Road
Methodist Church. The
Women’s  Fellowship
(Network) hosted the
Circuit Women’s In-
tercessions service and
onavery windy and wet
morning some 60 ladies
attended.

Representatives from
various churches led the
service and the preacher
was the Rev. John
Boakes.

Still on a circuit level,
6 ladies from the church
went with about 80
others to Staines to take
part in the musical ‘I
Am), this was very well
received by a packed
church. Later in the
month the musical will
be taken to Southamp-
ton, Milton Keynes and
Brighton............ccc.ec...

.spreading the gospel
through song.

Still on a music level,
we were very pleased to
welcome two Christian
dancers who hade come
all the way from Cor-
nwall. They took partin
both services in
February, and their con-
tribution to the services

was beautifully
presented and well
received.

The Overseas mis-
sions weekend gave
much food for thought.
On the Saturday even-
ing, Rachael Grubb led
the meeting and we
were taken on a trip to
Thailand, learning
about the plight of the
refugees. On the Sunday
Brian Bosier and friends
led the morning wor-
ship, when many
aspects of mission were

explored, and in the
evening we were very
pleased to welcome Rev.
Dr. Leslie Griffiths to
lead the worship, and as
usual, our very good
friend gave a thought
provoking message. It
was good to renew old
friendships once again.

The young people in
the Church have been
busy with the Boys
Brigade holding a suc-
cessful 24 hour table
tennis marathon. The
Ambassadors Drum and
Bugle Corps took partin

the National
Westminster Festival of
Youth Bands which

took place at the Royal
Albert Hall, and finally
the Sunshine Girlshada
trip out to the Hexagon
to see ‘Hans Andersen’

performed by the
Reading Operatic
Society.

It was with great

regret that we heard of
the death of one of our
most loyal members.

Mrs Doris Eagleman
died after ashortillness,
and her death was felt,
and will be felt by
everyone in the church
for many years to come.
Doris wasa great church’
workerand had runand
worked for the Church
handicraft stall for many
years. Shealso wasafirm
favourite  with  the
children at the Toddler
group, where she loved
to sit with them and do
puzzles and build
bricks. She will be
especially missed by her
sisterand brother-in-law
Margaret and Harold
Barker. She leaves a son
Andrew and daughter-
in-law and family.
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BUGS BOTTOM
WON'T GO AWAY

WAS taking legal action
to save Bugs Bottom a
lost cause from the word
‘go’, a waste of time and
a waste of rate payers’
money? The answer
must be an emphatic
‘No’. The Borough had a
good chance of winning
because they had a good
case based on sound
planning law. It would
have been a failure of
their responsibility to
allow themselves to be
trampled underfoot at
that point. But standing
a good chance of winn-
ing is not the same as ac-
tually winning, and in
the High Court where
the battle was finally
fought out, it was the
Secretary of State who
won.

Whether he should
have won is a different
matter. Although at the
time of writing there had
not been an opportunity
to study the detailed
judgement, to the or-
dinary person it contains
several disturbing
features. The County
Structure Plan, worked
out and produced after
extensive consultation,
and confirmed by the
Secretary of State
himself, was apparently
not after all of such im-
portance that it could
not be over ridden if the
Secretary of State con-
sidered it to be justified
regardless of what all the
local planning
authorities and the peo-
ple who live in the
County think.

Likewise, if the
Secretary of State and his

RESIDENTS VIEWPOINT
WATCHDOG

predecessors, who have
never set eyes on the
site, on the say-so of his
Inspector, who indeed
visited it but had no real
knowledge of it, thought
itwould be improved by
having 500 houses built
in it, this, according to
the judge, who also had
never seen it (he had
not even got a map or
picture of it) was a view
to which he was perfect-
ly entitled and it would
therefore not be set
aside. It would appear
that everyone is out of
step except our Jack, the
new recruit, and our
Jack’s view is the one
that has prevailed.

Of course, the deci-

sion was made on legal

grounds and legal
grounds only, because
that was the only course
open, although the
references to improving
the valley and removing
dead trees gives cause to
wonder how far other
issues may have col-
oured the judgement.
Certainly it is the view of
those who have follow-
ed this long saga that the
Secretary of State’s
original decision was
wrong on more than
purely legal grounds. It
is for this reason that
they are determined to
carry on the fight on as
many fronts as possible.

Whether the Borough
Council will be prepared

TYPING SERVICE

FROM C.V'S TO MANUSCRIPTS

AUDIO AND COPY TYPING
PROMPT AND EFFICIENT SERVICE
COLLECTION AND DELIVERY AVAILABLE

COMPETITIVE RATES

(0734) 484050

D (¢
\e& Sty fire
Silk and Dried Flower Arrgngements

PARTY PLAN SERVICE AVAILABLE

WEDDING BOUQUETS ETC DESIGNED TO
YOUR INDIVIDUAL REQUIREMENTS

Tel: Checkendon (0491) 681233

to take the matter further
is something that only
they can decide, after
studying the detailed
judgement. It is-never-
theless important,
whether or not it will
save Bugs Bottom, that
the Secretary of State is
made aware of the in-
tense hostility of people,
not just to the decision,
but to the way in which
it was reached. It
disregards the views of

all the elected local
councils involved. It
pays no heed to the

Government's professed
commitment to protec-
ting the environment. It
disregards the Depart-
ment’s own advice not
to override local plann-
ing decisions except in
cases of urgent need.

This is all part of a
much wider battle and
to drop out of it at this
point could well invite
accusations of NIMBY.
Naturally we fight more
fiercely in defence of our
own patch, but the
quality of life all over the
south-east is affected by
what happens in other
people’s patches. Even
without Bugs Bottom
beng built on, we are
aware of these pressures
as soon as we approach
the river bridges. It is no
exaggeration to say that
the Royal County of
Berkshire is being
systematically raped and
that Bugs Bottom is one
of the victims. As long as
it remains unbuilt on, we
must keep up the strug-
gle to save it.

For those who wonder
why traffic has not been
mentioned, it is because
whenever it came up in
the Court proceedings it
was dismissed as irrele-
vant. This is because the
case was being tried on
purely legal grounds. It
is a further indication
that the Secretary of
State’s decision was
wrong on more than
legal grounds.

A NEW URBAN PARK

The architect for Higgs
& Hill was, not un-
naturally, delighted at
the outcome of the High
Court case. He said they
were raring to start as
soon as possible (they
can’t until they have
detailed consent) and
spoke enthusiastically of
a major tree re-planting
scheme, and the excite-
ment of building the first
new public park in
Reading for half a cen-

{tury. “I feel absolutely

confident”’, he goes on
to say, “that at the end
of the day the residents
of Reading will want to
live here and will enjoy

the forty-two acre park
we are going to create”’.
The judge too (who,
remember, had never set
eyes on the valley) said
damaged trees and
woodlands would now
be properly managed,
with a wedge of open
land separating Caver-
sham Heights from Em-
mer Green, and the
whole development
would be beneficial to
residents.

What kind of
judgements are these?
The wedge already ex-
ists. There are some
damaged trees, not un-
common in a natural en-
vironment, but mainly
because with planning
permission for building
being sought, there was
little point in managing
and conserving the trees.
These people (and that
includes the Secretary of
State) seem incapable of
realising that the charm
of the valley lies in its
being a projection of
countryside into an ur-
ban area. On either side
of the bridle path there
was farming and trees.
The bridle path indeed
gets muddy in wet
weather but so do most
country foot paths. We
do not want to change
all this for paved paths,
regularly mown grass
and what, without
doubt, will be the most
attractive housing estate
for miles around.

Of course ““at the end
of the day”, whenever
that is, Reading citizens
who have never known
the valley as it once was,
will think of it as rather
a nice place in which to
live, if they can afford it.
What they will have lost
is  something  ir-
replaceable. What they
will have gained is more
traffic choked roads.

MINDLESS
DESTRUCTION

In spite of this great
threat  overhanging
Caversham, life goes on
in a myriad of other
ways. It was pleasing to
see the great gaps in the
ancient flint and brick
wall beside the Mount in
St. 'Peter’s Conservation
Area~being rebuilt and
repaired. Time, weather
and vandals had con-
tributed to the damage,
and for many lengths un-
sightly chain link fencing
was all that separated
passers-by from the edge
of the cliff and that had
been torn out by van-
dals. The man doing the
job clearly took a pride
and interest in his work
and had even gone so far
as to make suitably
shaped coping bricks for
the top of the wall, but

it was slow work if he
was to make a good job
of it, and each evening
he had to leave it in an
unfinished state. Fach
morning  when he
returned, vandals had
broken up much of what
he had done the
previous day. This went
on for several days until
he was finally forced to
abandon it as he was
getting nowhere, and the
price was being pushed
up well beyond that
quoted. If he had been
given the chance to
finish it, it would have
reasonably vandal proof.
Now the whole wall is
vulnerable one more,
and not only are we in
danger of losing a
characteristic feature of
what was once a
Chilterns village, but
with the chain link fenc-
ing being regularly rip-
ped out, that part of the
Mount will be un-
protected from the drop
below.

It is thoroughly
discouraging for the
workman, who was do-
ing a first rate job, and
for the Borough Council
who had set aside
money to enhance this
conservation area. There
is no doubt that the
damage caused by disaf-
fected male youth is on
the increase, and | sup-
pose we all have our
theories as to why this is.

STORM DAMAGE

Nature, alas, also
destroys, which only
makes human destruc-
tion seem all the more
pointless. The storm
force winds returned in
February bringing down
more trees and damag-
ing roofs and walls. Scaf-
folding everywhere is a
familiar sight, one lot be-
ing used to carry up the
Library swan to its
familiar place atop the
clock turret. Flooding
fortunately did not
damage houses, though
it caused road closures
which caused Caver-
sham and Reading’s traf-
fic to come to a com-
plete standstill, causing
heaven knows how
many missed trains,
planes, appointments etc.

Out in the country,
trees have suffered bad-
ly. There were heavy
losses along the bridle
way at the Hardwick,
and Bardolph’s Wood
and Newlands Copse in
the Tokers Green area
are  both severely
damaged. And now to
cap all this, Higgs and
Hill are proposing to
come along and van-
dalise Bugs Bottom.

WHERE IT ALL
HAPPENS

The community notice
board in St. Martin’s
Precinct has been look-
ing rather bare since the
storms, as the winds

turn to page 10
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CROWN BUTCHERS

75 Whitley Street
Reading, Berks
Tel: (0734) 751600

Suppliers of Aberdeen Premier Beef

DOOR TO DOOR DELIVERY
TUES. FRI AND SAT
TO ANY AREA IN
CAVERSHAM
NO ORDER TOO SMALL

12% % Discount given on
DEEP FREEZE ORDERS
OVER £40

AN UNRIVALLED SELECTION
CAVERSHAM

TILE CENTRE
FIXING BY OUR OWN

s FIXING EXPERTS s
55 Donkin Hill 44’”’(5 4755
Caversham R
Reading RG4 ODG el
0734 478853/479163 vmas

@AVERSHAM @00&5“0!’

18 PROSPECT STREET
CAVERSHAM, READING
Telephone Reading 482800

Wide range of afl types of books,
globes and maps

Book tokens sold and exchanged

We are happy to order any book
not in stock

D.J.S. BUILDERS

Houses, Extensions, Alterations. All
types of brickwork, garden walls,
patios, roofing, exterior and interior
decorating and other property
maintenance needed.

Fast and Efficient Sesvice

for estimates and advice

Telephone Reading 475998

CAVERSHAM CARS

Private Hire Car Chauffeur driven approx half .

normal fares. Tested and registered by Read-

ing Council. Weddings, Airports, Long jour-
neys a speciality

Advance booking taken evenings

READING 470690

J. LUCKETT
Services) LTD

PROFESSIONAL FRIENDLY UNBIASED ADVICE

NATIONWIDE, 14.$hurch Street,
Caversham :
Telephone Reading 481130 or 472050 "
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JENNINGS BROS

T % & FAMILY
BUTCHERS

-

(%) (ixi) (&)
==

PERSONAL SERVICE
QUALITY MEATS

FREEZER ORDERS CUT
TO YOUR REQUIREMENTS

Ar
1! 10% DISCOUNT

:Given off current retail

!\ prices on purchases

I OVER £40

4

Branches at:

ST MARTIN'S PRECINCT, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 475939

CAVENDISH ROAD, EMMER GREEN
Tel: Reading 474087

CATERING DIVISION

26 PROSPECT ST, CAVERSHAM
Tel: Reading 471528/475172

CAVERSHAM
HEATING &

PLUMBING
SERVICES

For Central Heating, Boiler
Servicing, General Plumbing Work
116A Henley Road, Caversham,
Reading, Berks RG4 0DH
READING 481414

Free Estimates Given
Trade & Retail Enquiries Welcome

Chazey W.I.

Chazey W.I. enjoyed a
most interesting talk by

| two local Government

officers about Poll Tax. A
veil of mystery was lifted
when members were
told how much they
would be paying and
what the money would
be used for.

Dorothy Churcher
was congratulated on

. | getting to the finals of

the B.F.W.L
competition.
On the 10th, twenty-
four members, with their
spouses, enjoyed the an-
nual movable feast. This
event has taken place
since the formation of
Chazey and still proves
very popular.

The Social Group en-

Scrabble

joyed an  Antiques
Roadshow. Favourite
items of china were
evaluated by an “‘ex-
pert’”” and opinions
given.

The end of the month

IN January members of

saw the commencement

|of a short embroidery
| picture course, which
proved very popular last
year. Once again
Chazey members have
had a busy month.

Caversham
Community
Association

THE members met on
the 5th of February for
an evening of friendly
competition playing
table games. Some
members decided to
play scrabble, card
games or various novel-
ty games whilst others
formed teams to play
shove ha’penny. Evelyn
Cook was in charge of
the ‘Nearly New’ stall,
making a good job of
selling the members’ un-
wanted goods.

A Valentine Party was
held the following week.
The activities commenc-

ed with a Barn dance,
followed by various
games and a quiz. Small
prizes were awarded to
winning members
throughout the evening.
The Valentine card com-
petition was won by
Nacy Nelhams, Yvonne
Milne and Dolly Usher
won second and third
prize respectively. The
refreshments were in the
form of an American
supper, the members
were asked to bring con-
tributions to the
refreshments, resulting
in a variety of food. The
evening ended with
some party dances in-
cluding the ‘Birdie’
dance.

Mrs. Helen
Donaldson visited the
club on the 19th
February to lead the
members in ‘Keep Fit’
exercises. Some visitors
were also welcomed,
who usually attend the
Rivermead fitness
classes. Mrs. Donaldson
demonstrated
movements which were
both graceful and
beneficial and the
members were soon do-
ing their best to emulate
her, in time with a
recorded musical ac-
companiment. Maida
Feast, the Chairman,
thanked Mrs. Donaldson
for helping to make an
enjoyable evening.

easily strip off notices
because of the difficulty
of pushing drawing pins
into its hard surface.
Community boards are
provided partly to
discourage fly posting,
which is illegal in the
Borough, except for
travelling fairs and cir-
cuses if fourteen days’
written notice is given.
In the case of St. Mar-
tin's, the steam fair
which plastered the
notice board on both

sides with notices was
not actually breaking the
law as this was not fly
posting, but the notices
nevertheless had to be
removed, partly because
it was sheer downright
selfishness to use up the
whole board, but main-
ly because St. Martin’s
Property Corporation
have expressly forbid-
den the use of the board
for commercial events.

They are in fact
already making tetchy
noises about its ap-

An Invitation
to

7, George Street, Caversham
Reading, Berks

Ball Gowns
Cocktail Dresses - Accessories

Dress Hire

Tel Reading 461778

Evening Gowns

pearance and threaten-
ing to have it removed
again. If they had look-
ed at it in calmer
weather they would
have been impressed by
the wide range of ac-
tivities going on in
Caversham and by the
high standard of many of
the notices. An art class
for retired people has
produced some par-
ticularly attractive
posters. More recently a
notice illustrated with an
elegant bamboo design
drew people’s attention

The month’s activities
ended with a visit from
Mrs. Penny Feathers of
the Women's Royal
Voluntary Service. The
members who attended,
and braved the very high
winds, enjoyed a very
interesting talk from Mrs.
Feathers on the various
activities of the W.R.V.S.
Formed in 1938, the ser-
vice gave help in many
ways to the civil popula-
tion and, after the war,
the organisation grew
throughout Great Britain
and now includes many
men helpers. In
Berkshire, today 2,000
volunteers help with
Meals on Wheels, Lun-
cheon Clubs, Darby and
Joan Clubs, hospital can-
teens, prison and
Magistrates Courts’ can-
teens and also provide
other community care to
help people of all ages.
At the end of the
meeting the audience
had a greater apprecia-
tion of the work of this
praiseworthy
organisation.

Caversham
Heights T.G.

MRS MERYL Beek says
she has talked about this
walk often but for your
correspondent at Caver-
sham Heights
Townswomen’s guild’s
meeting it was a new ex-
perience. She described
how the Ridgeway or
Ridge Way forms part of
the Icknield Way which
leads to Peddars Way, a
very old Pedlar’s track in
Norfolk. On the walk
she and her husband
made they joined the
Ridgeway, now known
in ordnance survey
terms as a long distance
footpath, at Streatley and
walked to join the
Wessex Ridgeway

CAVERSHAM BRIDGE, APRIL 1990

which eventually arrives
at Lyme Regis. They
passed through Wan-
tage, observed horses at
Lambourn and the Uff-
ington White Horse,
reached Avebury, a very
old centre, and the
Fyfield nature reserve
south of Marlborough.
Another white horse is at
Westbury, where there
was formerly an older
horse dating from
Alfred’s time. The high
village of Ashmore in
Dorset and Cerne Abbas
were stopping places for
bed and breakfast
among others.

Battlesbury hill fort
near Warminster was
only one of numerous
others to be seen along
the way. Walking early
in the year they were
glad of the comfort of tea
and scones and a rest by
the fire one wet after-
noon and their other
stops kept them refresh-
ed. Who would like to
explore these paths
more? There were wild
flowers in profusion and
strip  lynchets  or
ploughing lines
economically used by
the Saxons between
Scratchbury hill fort and
Heytesbury and
elsewhere along the
downs.

Lively Mr C Kirkby at
social studies said he had
gone to Zimbabwe a few
years ago at atime when
the dry season proved to
be wet. He attended an
auction where tobacco
was being sold, saw
hedges of crown of
thorns, and a photo
showed how plovers’
eggs can be almost trod-
den on before being
observed. He made in-
teresting comments on
life in Harare and
elsewhere and showed
photographs of the Vic-
toria falls. i

Turn to page 11

to an exhibition by the
Caversham Group of
Chinese Brush Painters.

Those who battled
their way through Force
10 winds to the Arthur
Legge Centre were
rewarded by a charming
exhibition of delicate
Chinese painting using
a different technique
from that employed
in ' Western painting.
Moreover, you need to
be in a calm and
philosophical frame of
mind to produce it.
Anyone who is interested
can find out more at the
Caversham Adult Centre.

Another regular adver-
tiseris the Readifolk Folk
Song Club who gather
every Sunday evening at
eight o’clock on Piper’s
Island. They have a
varied programme, and
the addition of hot food
and real ale provides an
enjoyable eveningforall

ARE YOU HAPPY WITH YOUR
DRINKING WATER
If you are concerned with the quality of
yourdrinking water, why notask for our
FREE advice and home demonstration
of the latestin water filtration. Try drink-
ing water the way it used to be.

GAIA — A world of water
READING 482033

folk song enthusiasts.

MICHAEL BLACKBURN 8..7.p.

WEDDINGS, COLOUR PORTRAITS,
PASSPORT SERVICE

AT

HYMOR Photographers

41 PROSPECT ST., CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 479450 & 475451
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Reading and
District
Gardeners'
Mutual
Improvement
Association

THE Reading and
District  Gardener’s
Mutual Improvement
Association holds
meetings every two
weeks on Wednesday
evenings at 7.15pm in
the Odd Fellows Hall,
Oxford Road, Reading.
Throughout the ‘winter’
months the Committee
endeavours to arrange
talks on broadly-based
topics of interest to
gardeners and, in the
summer, excursions are
held to visit gardens
within a day’s travelling
distance. Two lecturers
were heard during
February: both were
very well attended.

On February 4th the
speaker was Mr Robert
Mattock, a member of
the famous family who
have grown roses and
won medals at the

Chelsea show for many
years; his subject was
“Roses for Special Occa-
sions”’. Mr Mattock now
has his own nursery in
Abingdon and
specialises in  pro-
pagating and growing
plants in containers,
mainly roses, to be used,
sometimes hired, for
receptions, hotel func-
tions etc., and to provide
instant gardens in some
areas. This was an
unusual insight into the
nursery trade and pro-
vided a most interesting
evening.

During the summer of
1989 and excursion was
arranged to visit a
remarkable garden in
Haddenham, near
Aylesbury, in Buck-
inghamshire, owned and
designed by the ar-
chitect, Mr Peter
Aldington who came to
talk about his garden on
February 28th. It was a
welcome follow-up to
the visit, particularly, of
course, for the members
who had been on the ex-
cursion and who, having
seen the summer
displays, could learn
about the rest of the year
there. Mr Aldington’s
talk was illustrated by his
many slides of in-
dividual plants, group-
ings and
colour-schemes.

Caversham
Ladies Club

MRS HARWOOD,
Chairman, opened the
meeting which was well

Painter and decorator
interior and exterior
also
General household repairs, brickwork
and plastering undertaken

Fully insured

For free quotation
Phone Reading 722322 or 574546

M. ). GODDARD

Builder and Decorator

CAVERSHAM
READING
BERKSHIRE

FREE ESTIMATES
18 GOSBROOK ROAD

Telephone 475582

)
1800

Pictures,  «f

1,

ART GALLERY & FRAME MAKERS

14 MILESTONE WAY PRECINCT, EMMER GREEN,

|

1

S 1
|

I

—__CAVERSHAM RG4 8XW. TELEPHONE: 0734 461336

attended despite warn-
ing of still more bad
weather on the way.
Club business was
discussed and future
outings decided on:
Worthing in May, and
Stow-in-the-wold in
September.

The speaker for the
afternoon was Mr Taylor
who lives in Caversham.
He had brought slides to
accompany his talk, and
what a lovely collection
of slides was shown,
views, shrubs, trees and
so many wild flowers.
What was surprising was
that so many had been
taken just on the out-
skirts of Caversham. It
makes one wonder
where our eyes are on
our walks around the
countryside!

Mr Taylor then show-
ed slides of enlarged
spiders’ webs all shapes
and sizes, some with
raindrops still on them,
so beautiful it did not
seem possible that the
common spider could
produce such a beautiful
thing. Many cameras
will surely be out in
force in the near future.

Next on slides came a
trip to the island of
Skomer off the Pem-
brokeshire coast of
Wales, which is a na-

tional reserve for
thousands of birds, kit-
tiwake, puffins, razor

bills, herring gulls, gan-
nets. It's so ecouraging
that there are these sanc-
tuaries for these birds to
breed and live so that
future generations will
enjoy them as much as
the present do.
Unfortunately time
was catching up and so
with many sounds of
regret Mr Taylor brought

his delightful slide
journey to a close.
Members were told

though that Mr Taylor
would be returning at a
later date with a further
selection of slides for
them to enjoy.

Caversham
Darty & Joan Club

IT'S been an interesting
and informative time at
the Club over the last six
months. Mr. Frew’s
beautiful slides of Nor-
way and Miss Tylers talk
on “Meeting the Russian
people’”  gave,. us
fascinating insights into
far away places and
peoples. The second
world war was vividly
recalled for us by Mr.
Kirby’s slides of his war
experiences in Italy and
Mr. Allies slides of
Iceland where he flew
planes for Coastal Com-
mand in the 1940’s. On
another, occasion Mr.
Allies greatly enhanced
out understanding of the
Reading—Dusseldorf
link when he came to
explain its origin and

functions. Mrs. Beek
showed us lovely slides
of both local and distant
woods in her talk entitl-
ed “Autumn Leaves”. A
demonstration of attrac-
tive Christmas Decora-
tions by Mrs Haggarty —
appropriately — in
December was greatly
enjoyed. Several jolly
musical afternoons en-
sued when we were
delightfully entertained
by The Firtree Singers
and Fred and Ralph. Our
Autumn coach outing
through the Oxfordshire
country-side included a
stop for an excellent
lunch at The Carriers
Arms Watlington, with
tea at Pusey Gardens. A
very good Christmas
Luncheon was enjoyed
at The White Hart, Net-
tlebed. A Pantomime
fancy dress party was
held the following week-
in-house. The Rev. Keith
Sanders’ talk and slides
entitled “With Wesley to
America”, Miss Tyler’s
topical talk on Armenia
and Georgia and an
afternoon of songs have
already given us a good
start to the New Year.
We have yet to visit “in
imagination”’ Turkey,
Scotland and the House
of Commons. There is
Bingo once a month for
the gamblers amongst
us. Outings are being
planned to Kingston
Bagpuize House and
gardens in the Spring
and Littlehampton in the
Summer. Meetings are
every Wednesday at
Church House 2pm. to
3-30pm.

Emmer Green
T.G.

MR HARMS was the
speaker at the February
meeting of the Emmer
Green Townswomen'’s
Guild. His entertainment
consisted of four
beautifully organised
audio-visual presenta-
tions. The first depicted

“a flower festival at St

Nicholas Chapel, Bear-
wood, celebrating its
golden jubilee and the
centenary of the NSPCC.
The second was about
English Cathedrals with
superb photography of
the more interesting and
unusual aspects of ar-
chitecture. This was
followed by the Chelsea
Flower Show and the
fourth  was about
Switzerland, a country
familiar to Mr Harms
through family connec-
tions. Using his
sophisticated equipment
Mr Harms was able to
create lovely effects with
slides merging into one
another. Each sequence
was accompanied by
musicand acommentary
where applicable.

The competition for
Valentine’s card was
won by Mrs D. Sharman
and the Guild said good-

bye to its treasurer, Mrs
V. Havenhand, who is
moving to Cheshire. She
will be greatly missed,
not only for her financial
expertise but also as a

good friend and col-|

legue. She presented the
guild with an extension
lead in appreciation of

all the happy times spent ||

there. Mrs Rowsell was
welcomed as a new
member. Visitors and
new members are
always most welcome.
Meetings are held on

every second Tuesday of | {

each month, 7.30pm at
St Barnabas
Hall, Grove Road, Em-
mer Green.

Maplewood
W.I.

MAPLEWOOD
members were welcom-
ed by their President,
Mrs Heather Baker, and
with the business details
over, were introduced to
Mrs. T. Hayward who
had brought along her
treasure trove of
“Eggshell  Decorating
After Faberge”. Mrs
Hayward displayed many
exquisite examples of her
craft which had been
painstakingly covered
and decorated and then
fitted with a tiny hinge
so that they could be
opened to reveal a
musical box in a duck
egg or a jewel case in
goose egg.

The Flower of the
Month competition was
won by Mrs Evelyn
Harden with a pink
camellia chosen from an
outstanding display of a
dozen different blooms
brought into flowers by
the springlike weather
more reminiscent of
May than February.

Church|’
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PAT HOWARD ANTIQUES

35 Prospect Street
Caversham, Reading
Telephone: (0734) 483744

Cléan your Carpets the Professional Way'
and hire

ESCORT CARPET CLEANER

Suprema

32B CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM
Telephone 477713

Use it just like a vacuum cleaner and see the dirt

being removed

GARDEN MACHINERY
SERVICES

6 BANBURY GARDENS, CAVERSHAM
TEL: READING 473308

Sales and Services Always large stock

Agents for of
NEW AND
FLYMO
MOUNTFIELD e
HAYTER
ATCO, etc Free estimates

—

®ov00900ecccccccccrccrdenee

STATE REGISTERED

CHIROPODIST

Mrs L. McDowell B.Sc., M.Ch.S
announces her practice at

23 Conisboro Avenue,
Caversham Heights
Ring 471800
for an appointment or home visit

« CONTACT LENSES

* DESIGNER FRAMES

* VARILUX CENTRE

* GLAUCOMA TESTING

TOTALLY PROFESSIONAL EYECARE
OPTOMETRISTS
OPHTHALMIC L S L'\‘““\‘U”R] Az
O P TI C IAN S TELEPIHONE (0734) 472099
N\ v
o= « COMPUTER ASSISTID

z VISION EXAMINATION
&
v

* OPPOSITE WAITROSE

QUALITY - FASHION - SERVICE - COMPETTFLVE PRICES

l

J.D.SANSUM & SON

PLUMBING, HEATING & GENERAL REPAIRS
KITCHEN & BATHROOM SPECIALIST

TELEPHONE:

15 Blenheim Road, Caversham Heights
Reading RG4 7RT

4
LET US GIVE YOU A FREE ESTIMATE

READING 473003




AT
CHURCH HOUSE, Church Street,
Caversham (1st Floor)

You will find the
CAVERSHAM GOOD
NEIGHBOURS

who will:
_ Endeavour to give help in a domestic
emergency.

—_

N

. Visit and offer help to the sick, lonely
and/or housebound.

3. Provide transport on essential journeys
for the elderly & handicapped

4. Giveinformation regarding the many local
charitable & caring organisations they
have on file.

OFFICE OPEN: Monday to Friday
9.30-11.30am. Tel: 483466.
Emergencies out of office hours — Tel.
479048 or 476181)

ALSO IN CHURCH HOUSE

THE "POP-IN"* CENTRE

Aplace torelax quietly, find someone to talk
to or obtain help. Coffee available.

Open: Tuesdays and Thursdays 10amto 12
noon.

Please note — Offers of help always
welcome by both organisations.

NETLEY LANDSCAPES

Garden design and construction
Hugh Netley, NDLC

PATIOS, FENCING, NATURAL STONEWORK,
WALLING, PLANTING, SHRUB AND TREE
CLEARANCE, WATER FEATURES, ETC, ETC

COMPETITIVE QUOTATIONS

Tel. READING 477466
16043

e

Carpenter & Joiner

PETER
MAY
Phone Reading 478175

PLUMBING AND
HEATING ENGINEER

GEOFF KEEN
63 Stuart Close,
Emmer Green,
Reading

Tel. 470471

Free estimates given
No job too small

A. B. WALKER

& SON LTD
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Independent Family Business
serving Caversham since 1826

ELDON HOUSE, 36 ELDON ROAD,
READING
(Opposite Royal Berkshire Hospital)

Tel: Reading 573650

Your

PET SHOP

CAVERSHAM
Gee Gee Pets

and Aquaria

29 PROSPECT STREET
Reading 472422
also at
READING MARKET
on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and Saturday

Local Delivery Service

Day and night service
Monumental Masons Private Chapels

CHILTERN NURSERY
TRAINING COLLEGE

The Day Care Centres are open throughout the year for
the care of children from 0-5 years. The Nursery School
is open during term time. The babies and children are
cared for by trained staff assisted by our own student

nursery nurses.

REPAIRS TO
TVs, VIDEOS
and AUDIO

Most makes — Prompt
attention — All work
guaranteed
Aerial installation undertaken

REASONABLE CHARGES

READING 479276

ANY TIME
15004

Particulars from: The Principal
16 Peppard Road, Caversham, Reading
Telephone Reading 471847 or 471131

FOR HELPFUL ADVICE ON
CO-ORDINATION AND INTERIOR
DESIGNS WHY NOT CALL IN AT

Dressmaker
Available for:
Ladies Fashions,
Bridal Wear,
Furnishings, Toys,
Alterations etc.

KAY

CLIFFE
Reading 483354

GallienneSchmidt
INTERIORS & DESIGN

52 Prospect Street, Caversham, Berks

READING (0734) 481283
WE SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF
EXCLUSIVE WALLPAPERS, FABRICS,
CARPETS, TILES ETC.

Mrs S.M. Chun‘:hl;y
MSSCh, MBChA
QUALIFIED

CHIROPODIST
Home visits by
appointment

Phone Reading
470762

Y i OFFERS

| Suprema

‘ ‘ DRY CLEANING AT ITS BEST
AND AT KEENEST PRICES

1 WE'RE OPEN SIX DAYS A WEEK AT
} 32b CHURCH STREET, CAVERSHAM

TELEPHONE: READING 477713
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THE SUE RYDER HOME

NETTLEBED, OXON
(A Christian Charity) y &

STAFF NURSE (ran)

Full Time Day Duty or Part-Time Night Duty

The above post is caring for Cancer patients
in a Hospice setting.
Single accommodation available. Regraded salary
scales. Excellent education and professional
development. ENB 931 Course Base.
Apply: Mrs M. Cottrell (Matron)
Tel: Henley-on-Thames (0491) 641384

P
<
Z
£
7,

Walton Adams
& Son Limited

PHOTOGRAPHERS

Telephone Reading 477904
1 PROSPECT STREET, CAVERSHAM

PHOTOGRAPHS
WEDDING  ATHOME  PASSPORT

90296

4

E. & R. STACEY

Proprietor: David Clarke
257 PEPPARD ROAD
EMMER GREEN, READING
Telephone 472096 or 479253
evenings

Panel beating, spraying,
chassis repairing
Accident and insurance work
undertaken.

J.R. McCARDLE

A. F. JONES
STONEMASON

CRAWFORD
& LEACH LTD

GENERAL BUILDERS

ALTERATIONS AND EXTENSIOMNS
Personal attention at all times

Telephone (0734) 475773

PET SHOP — NOW OPEN — PETSHOP
DEN & JULIE’'S PET SERVICES
Run by a seasoned Pigeon fancier and a
qualified Veterinary Nurse

Very wide range of pet supplies

PERSONAL ATTENTION

148 Upper Woodcote Road
Caversham
Reading

FREE ESTIMATES
YOUR LOCAL

DECORATOR
M. LEWINGTON

Interior and Exterior decorating

Telephone
Reading
479642

Horse feed, 20+ Pigeon corns, fishing
tackle, garden supplies, seeds. (Animals &
Birds available on request)
61A Grove Road, (off Evesham Road)
Emmer Green, Reading Tel 481619
OPEN TILL 7pm FRIDAYS 9-12 noon Sundays

P.S.K. Tree Surgery & Forestry Contractor

DANGEROUS TREES REMOVED
SECTIONAL FELLING
CROWN THINNING & RE-SHAPING AND
CLEARANCE WORK
INSURANCE COVER

Phone: (0491) 680249

MASTER

Fine Memorials i
ine Memorials in AMASONS

Marble, Stone and
Granite

Restoration and all
other masonry
undertaken

READING 62362

| -

Craftsmen in Stone

BEDFORD RD
READING

Telephone
573537

TOMAUN & SON || A7 THUR
g on BUTLER
Fhd N.A.F.D.
Funeral FUNERAL
Directors DIRECTORS
48 New Street Telephone
Henley-on-Thames Reading 722828
Dir e
Telephone 3370 Mr Eﬁ?rlmogton
DAY AND NIGHT 15 Chiltern Bank,

AL Peppard Common

PLUMBING HEMDIEL
' HAIR
; STUDIO
Central Heatmg Jolanta and Sle}r])hen
0 invite you to their
General Repairs GENTLEMENS
K. C. BARNES Hﬁ/%Asel[ng
& SON E
209 Kidmore Road 16 Hemdean Road,
Caversham Caversham
RAZOR CUTTING AND
Telephone: FLAT TOP
SPECIALISTS
481929 i,J Tel. 477340
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